
Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association
a non-profit co-operative association

January 5, 1984

Honorable William Lehman
U. S. House of Representatives
2347 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Lehman,

Recent newspaper articles and other sources of 
information indicate that House Speaker "Tip" O'Neill 
has changed his mind and decided to allow the Mazzoli Immigra
tion Reform and Control Act (HR 1510) to be considered by the 
full House of Representatives sometime in the Second Session 
of this Congress.

This Association submitted its concerns to you 
on HR 1510 on July 15, 1983, when it appeared House action
could take place. We are quoting the following from that 
letter:

"This Association represents producers of a sub
stantial portion of the production of vegetables, citrus, 
sugar cane and tropical fruit in Florida. It also represents 
Employers of H-2 workers and has been associated with the H-2 
Supplemental Worker Program in Florida since 1947. FFVA has 
had substantial input into the hearings which resulted in 
both S 529 and HR 1510.

"FFVA is for control of the illegal alien problem 
in the United States. We have come out for the sanctions on 
Employers PROVIDED there is a simple method for farm employers 
to identify workers who can legally work and there is a viable 
H-2 program that can be used when there are shortages of 
domestic workers for a particular crop activity.

"HR 1510 is close to a consensus bill. It was 
developed with much input from all sides. There are some 
refinements which we would like to see added. The House Agri
culture Committee does address some of our concerns. For in
stance, House Agriculture Committee amendments include the 
following:
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"1. Variable fines on second offenses, depending
on the seriousness (rather than one set figure 
as in HR 1510. )

2. Length of stay of the H-2 alien would be 
determined by regulations of the Immigration & 
Naturalization Service (as it is under current INS 
regulations and NOT the U. S. Department of 
Labor (as in HR 1510).

3. Federal preemption of State laws.

4. Prohibition of any retroactive 'Adverse Effect 
Wage Rate' adjustment by the Secretary of Labor 
(this has been a problem recently).

"We feel these four amendments would be beneficial 
to having a more workable Immigration bill and still ensure 
legal domestic workers are first provided the job opportunity.

"This Association strongly OBJECTS -to the amendments 
proposed by the House Education and Labor Committee. The 
amendments would further hinder the possibility of utilizing 
the H-2 Program as an effective means of reducing and hopefully 
eliminating the dependence on illegal alien workers in the U. S. 
including Agriculture.

"Roadblocks to the use of H-2 workers by the U. S. 
Department of Labor in the mid-1960's was one of the major 
catalysts - at least in Florida - which contributed to the 
escalating use of illegal aliens in Florida Agriculture since 
that time. The House Education and Labor Committee amendments 
would place even further roadblocks to the effective use of 
the H-2 Program as a solution to the current illegal alien 
probl e m .

"We would be glad to discuss further our specific 
objections to the House Education and Labor Committee 
amendments.

"We would appreciate your backing for the House 
Agriculture Committee amendments as enumerated above and your 
resistance to the House Education and Labor Committee amendments.
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Your assistance will be appreciated as this measure receives 
further consideration in the Congress.

Kind regards and best wishes for a Healthy, Happy and 
Prosperous 1984.

JTD
/mrd


