
WASHINGTON OFFICE ON HAITI
October 12 1989

The Honorable Bill Lehman 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Lehman,

On Sunday, September 24 military government of president 
Prosper Avril announced a timetable for general elections in 
Haiti . According to the Avril government's plan, local and 
regional elections would be held in April, followed by legislative 
elections in July and August. Haitians would then elect a new 
civilian president on October 17, 1990.

Grassroots social organizations and political leaders in 
Haiti have attacked the Avril government's electoral calendar as 
excessively long and complicated, and have questioned where the 
military government is planning to find the funds for such an 
elaborate electoral scheme. Critics of the Avril election plan 
also note that the announced timetable contains no provision for 
the exclusion of Duvalierists from the electoral process. The 
Haitian Constitution, overwhelmingly ratified in March, 1987, 
explicitly excludes all individuals associated with the crimes of 
the Duvalier regime from electoral office during a period of no 
less than 10 years.

The Avril government announced the election timetable in the 
form of a draft, open to suggestions. The Washington Office on 
Haiti can only hope that the military government will listen to 
the concerns expressed by the grassroots organizations and 
political groups and take these concerns into consideration before 
releasing the electoral schedule in its final form.

Perhaps even more disconcerting than the form of the 
electoral calendar at this time is the continuing human rights 
crisis in Haiti. Security forces have proven virtually powerless 
to stop the growing wave of burglaries, rapes, beatings and 
murders in Port-au-Prince and throughout the country, while police 
and military personnel have been implicated in a rising number of 
human rights violations. A few examples:

* On August 25, an undercover police officer dragged a 
defendant out of a Port-au-Prince courthouse and shot him 
dead just minutes before his trial was to begin.

* On Friday, September 22, twelve (12) people were found shot 
dead in Cite Soleil, a Port-au-Prince slum that has actively 
opposed the military government in the past. During the same 
evening, a 52 year old woman, mother of four, was gang raped 
only 150 meters away from the police station. Since that 
time, residents of Cite Soleil have fled the area by the 
hundreds, fearing a general crackdown against the 
neighborhood.



* In the countryside, government officials are waging a war 
against the civilian population. On at least three recent 
occasions, peasant members of grassroots organizations have 
been illegally arrested and accused of "communist activity". 
In each case, the peasants were released only to find that 
their houses had been burned down and their crops destroyed. 
In a related case, a judge who ordered the release of four 
peasants was himself arrested and beaten the same night that 
he ordered the releases.

Given this context of mounting political repression and 
insecurity, and given the fact that the Avril government has yet 
to bring to justice those responsible for the tens of thousands of 
deaths of the Duvalier and post-Duval ier era, the Washington 
Office on Haiti fears that any election that might be held will 
inevitably end in at best a general boycott and a worst an 
election massacre similar to that of November 27, 1987.

In light of your strong support for the democratic dream of 
the Haitian people, we encourage you to continue to uphold the 
conditions stated in the International Cooperation Act of 1989. 
In accordance with this act, we ask that you continue to make aid 
to Haiti conditional upon improvement in human rights and serious 
progress toward democracy. If there is one lesson we all learned 
from the tragedy of the 1987 election massacre, it is that we can 
never be too cautious when it comes to dealing with the military 
in Haiti.

Fritz Longchamp 
Executive Director


