
April 21, 1990

Honorable Dante B. Fascell                  
2354 Rayburn House Building 
Washington , DC 20515

Dear Congresman

More than a century has passed since Puerto Rico was taken by the 
United states as a result  of the Spanish American War. Since 
t hen it has been a Colony, the oldest remaining Colony 
in the world, and Congress is still undecided as to whether the Puerto 
Rican people should exercise their basic human right of self 
determination

President Bush is very much aware of the problem of having close 
to four million citizens enjoying a second class American 
Citizenship under the American flag, when he expressed his personal
 preference of Statehood for Puerto Rico Mow” during his 

1989 State of the Union message.

The American Citizenship for the Puerto Rican people was legislated
 by Congress is 1917 and thus its very existence today is in 

its handa Meanwhile, the Puerto Rican people have paid a heavy 
blood tax. Many thousands have died in each and every one of the 
wars fought by the U.S. . s ince the First world war , and to this 
date the Puerto Rican people do not vote for President and are 
represented in Congress by a Resident Commissioner without vote 
(except at commission level). Our country is doing to Puerto 
Rico what England did to the thirteen colonies , TAXAtion without 
REPRESENtation.

I want to see Puerto Rico quickly on the road to self determination
. I want Congress to pave the way expeditiously for a 1991 

plebiscite in Puerto Rico, where the Puerto Ricans can choose be
tween whatever formulas of government will not preach Liberty, 
Justice and Equality to the world while the last remaining
colonial territory in the world lingers, unredeemed ,___ under... the
American flag

please take note of my just desires and I urge 
your constituents , to exercise your power 
liberating plebiscite for Puerto Rico in 1991

you, as one of 
t o facilitate a

Sincerely,

Nieves Martinez............................
Hialeah Fl 33014

CFD/AA/edm


