
EMBASSY OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF THE BAHAMAS

THE AMBASSADOR WASHINGTON, D. C. 20037

6th November, 198 RECEIVED 
NOV 8

EMB/700/1

Cong. William Lehman 
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Dear Congressman Lehman,

In an on-going attempt to keep you apprised of action taken 
by the Government of The Bahamas to suppress, and eventually 
eradicate, drug trafficking and abuse with all its attendant 
evils, I am enclosing for your information a copy of a recent 
statement prepared by the Honourable Paul L. Adderley, Minister of 
National Security, for presentation at the Caribbean Ministerial 
Narcotics Law Enforcement Conference held in Kingston, Jamaica.

The above-mentioned statement furnishes a concise account of 
the actions taken unilaterally, and in joint cooperation with the 
U.S.. Law Enforcement agencies, to thwart the plans of the 
unscrupulous drug smugglers who persist in their efforts to 
transport multi-ton quantities of cocaine and marijuana into the 
cities of the United States of America.

Of particular interest is the fact that, due to the expansion 
and intensification of its drug enforcement and interdiction 
capabilities, The Bahamas Government, working jointly with the 
U.S.. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), U.S.. Customs and the 
Coast Guard, has succeeded in making The Bahamas archipelago and 
the surrounding waters a very unattractive environment for the 
Colombian and U.S.. organized crime mobs. Increasingly, the 
Colombian traffickers have been obliged to abandon the route 
previously taken through The Bahamas in favour of the Yucatan 
Peninsula of Mexico or northward along the western (Pacific) coast 
of North America.

There seems reason to believe that continued acceleration of 
concerted and cooperative efforts by all countries in the Region 
could result in the eventual cessation of drug trafficking and 
abuse in our Hemisphere.

Accept, Congressman, the assurances of my highest 
consideration.

Margaret E. McDonald 
Ambassador



STATEMENT BY THE HONOuRABLE PAUL L. ADDERLEY MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND 
MINISTER OF NATIONAL SECURITY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
BAHAMAs, CARIBBEAN MINISTERIAL NARCOTICS LAW ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE 
__________________ OCTOBER 2 TO 4, 1989 KINGSTON, JAMAICA__________________

Mr. Chairman, I wish to express the appreciation of my 

Government for your invitation to report to this Conference on the 
serious problem of drug trafficking and abuse that continues to affect 
The Bahamas.

Beginning in the late 1960s our territory began to be used as 
a principal transit route, first for marijuana and then cocaine from the 

Caribbean and South America to the United States. As this illicit 
production and traffic grew small portions of it spilled over and 

created serious problems of marijuana, cocaine and crack cocaine abuse 

in our population which had no previous history or tradition of drug 

abuse.

Highly organized and powerful Colombian drug trafficking 

organizations continue to use the Greater Miami area and South Florida 
as an operational center where in concert with Cuban and native American 
criminals they arrange for the smuggling of multi-ton quantities of 

cocaine and marijuana into South Florida.
This cocaine is smuggled into Florida via merchant vessels 

concealed in cargo or containers or in artifacts or commodities or by 

crew members of vessels. Various schemes utilizing airline passengers 
and baggage, air cargo and airline flight personnel are utilized.

One method particularly affects The Bahamas. Cocaine from 

Colombia is transported by air to airstrips in The Bahamas or airdropped
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in the waters surrounding The Bahamas where it is picked up by Florida 

based boats which smuggle it with impunity through the uncontrolled 

inlets of the South East Coast of Florida from Key West to Sebastian 

Inlet, to private docks and marinas for safe delivery and national 
distribution.

Marijuana is also smuggled from Colombia mostly via 

motherships for rendezvous, near remote islands and cays of The Bahamas 

or Cuba, with boats that come out from Florida, each to pick up a 

portion of the load for smuggling through the same inlets to marinas and 

private docks used for cocaine smuggling. The use of aircraft to 

smuggle marijuana from Colombia to The Bahamas for transfer to Florida 

based boats at airstrips or via airdrops has steadily declined in recent 

years in favor of cocaine smuggling. However the air smuggling method 

continues to be used by traffickers smuggling marijuana from the 

Caribbean region to Florida via The Bahamas.
Given the inability of the Government of the Commonwealth of 

The Bahamas to influence cocaine and marijuana supply reduction in 
Colombia and marijuana supply reduction in the Caribbean region and to 
persuade the United States to bring the inlets of South Florida under 
effective U.S. Customs interdiction control, The Bahamas developed a 

strategy that would expand and intensify its own drug enforcement and 
interdiction capability and simultaneously expand and increase its joint 
operations with the U.S. DEA Customs and Coast Guard in a concerted 

effort to make The Bahamas a very unattractive environment for the 
Colombian and U.S. organized crime mobs working with Bahamian criminal
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collaborators to facilitate their smuggling of cocaine and marijuana 

through The Bahamas to South Florida.

The strategy is based on the principle that the illicit 

traffic in narcotic drugs cannot stand up to effective enforcement. If 

sufficient numbers of traffickers on an ongoing basis are arrested, 

prosecuted, convicted and incarcerated for appropriate periods of time, 

if large quantities of their drugs are seized, along with their 

aircraft, boats and motor vehicles and if their monetary and property 

assets are forfeited, the risk of trafficking in The Bahamas will be too 

great for them to continue their operation and the Colombian and U.s. 

violators will abandon The Bahamas in favor of safer methods of moving 

cocaine and marijuana into the United States.

In furtherance of this objective in July 1987, one court was 

assigned exclusively to hear drug cases and during 1988 two additional 

courts were assigned exclusively to drug cases. Also, in October 1987, 
to prevent non Bahamians charged with drug trafficking violations from 
absconding when granted bail, they have been remanded pending trial. 
The Dangerous Drugs Act was amended to increase the penalties for drug 
trafficking offences up to a maximum of life, for violations involving 
20 grams or more of opium and its derivative, 2 pounds or more of 

cocaine and 10 pounds or more of Indian Hemp [cannabis or marijuana]. 
These penalties took effect on 25 March, 1988 and have increased the 

length of sentences substantially.
In July 1987 the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration [DEA] 

was authorised to assist the Royal Bahamas Police Force [RBPF] in
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undercover investigations in The Bahamas. A request was also made of 

the Embassy of the U.S.A, for the training of Police in drug enforcement 

and interdiction operations.
In November 1987 the Government's plans were announced by the 

Attorney General for the expansion of the RBPF Drug Squad of 23 people 

into a Drug Enforcement Unit [DEU] of 270 people which would include a 
National Narcotics Intelligence Center [NNIC]. Arrangements were made 

through the Embassy of the U.S.A, for a special four week narcotic 

investigator course for the RBPF investigators assigned to the Drug 

Enforcement Unit.

A Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty [MLAT] between The Bahamas 

and the United States was signed in raid 1987. Implementing legislation 

was passed in The Bahamas in March 1988 . Ratification of the MLAT by 

the United States is still awaited. A new Extradition Treaty between 

The Bahamas and the United States of America is being negotiated. As a 
matter of general principle there is an exchange of information and 
witnesses between The Bahamas and the United States of America.

During 1987 and 1988, undercover investigations were initiated 
by DEA, and successfully developed in joint operations with the RBPF.

It is well known that narcotic and psychotropic drug 

trafficking, wherever it exist, is a prime corrupter of police and the 
criminal justice system. The Bahamas is no exception and the Government 
has worked to address this problem. In 1976 the Prevention of Bribery 

Act and the Public Disclosure Act were passed by Parliament. A Police 
Corruption Unit was formed in January 1987 and a Complaints and 

Discipline Unit within the Police Force was established in May 1988.
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Drug conspiracy indictment and successful prosecution is most 

effective in suppressing official corruption, and having regard to the 

International implications of such prosecutions witnesses required by 

both the United States and The Bahamas are made available on request to 

each other.

The Bahamas has actively cooperated with the United Nations 

narcotics control bodies, the Organization of American States and with 

ICPO - Interpol in their work to suppress the international illicit 

traffic of narcotic and psychotropic drugs.

The Bahamas has regularly participated in the work of the U.N. 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs and in 1987 assisted in the staff 

preparation of the International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking at Vienna sponsored by the U.N.
. On November 1987, the Government of the Commonwealth of The 

Bahamas ratified the [UN] Convention on Psychotropic substances of 1971. 
In November and December 1988 The Bahamas attended the United Nations 
Conference for the Adoption Of The Convention Against Traffic in 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988 and in January 1989 
ratified that Convention.

On 17 February, 1989 the Government of the Commonwealth of The 

Bahamas and the Government of the United states of America signed a 
Bilateral Agreement on the Control of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances.
From 29 October through 4 November 1988 at the invitation of 

the Government of The Bahamas Sahibzade Raoof Khan, President of the
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united Nations International Narcotic Control Board [INCB] and Mr. 

Abdelaziz Bahi, Secretary of the Board visited The Bahamas on an 
official mission of the Board.

The INCB in cooperation with Governments and subject to the 

terms of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 and the 

Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971 is responsible for 

limiting the cultivation, production, manufacture and use of narcotic 

drugs and psychotropic substances to an adequate amount required for 

medical and scientific purposes, to ensure their availability for such 

purposes and to prevent illicit cultivation, production and manufacture 

of and illicit trafficking in and use of, narcotic and Psychotropic 

drugs .

At the conclusion of the visit the representatives of the INCB 

commended The Bahamas for what they believe is a model example of 

cooperation in the suppression of the illicit traffic under the 
provision and requirements of the United Nations Single Convention on 
Narcotic Drugs of 1961 and the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 
1971.

TRENDS IN THE ILLICIT TRAFFIC

The Most significant development during 1988 was the dramatic 
decline in marijuana seizures in The Bahamas amounting to 88 percent 
less than 1987.

During 1988 not a single marijuana mothership was intercepted 

in Bahamian territorial waters. However, three such vessels were 
intercepted by the U.S. Coast Guard in the international waters
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surrounding The Bahamas and Cuba. One had come from the Caribbean and 

two from Colombia.

It has been learned that early in 1988 because of the high 

rate of vessels seized with large marijuana cargos in The Bahamas in 

1987 coming from Colombia, and the convictions and sentences handed down 

to the crew members, the Colombian traffickers shifted their route away 

from The Bahamas to the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico smuggling from there 

to the United States by air or overland by truck across the Southwest 

Border.

The very significant number of major marijuana seizures aboard 

vessels in Bahamian waters or the waters surrounding The Bahamas in 198 7 

that caused the Colombian traffickers to take another route came as a 

result of the effective sea patrols of the Royal Bahamas Defence Force 

and the U.s. Coast Guard on their own and by the latter also utilizing 

as necessary the authority given to pursue suspect vessels fleeing into 
Bahamian waters to escape capture. Joint operations were also highly 
successful with the Royal Bahamas Defence Force such as "SEARIDER" where 

Defence Force personnel ride aboard U.S. Coast Guard Vessels to 

facilitate operations in Bahamian waters and the "SEABAT" programme 
where a Coast Guard helicopter with a Royal Bahamas Police Force team 

and a DEA Special Agent embarked aboard a Cutter proved to be very 
effective in detecting and intercepting marijuana motherships in 1987.

Again during 1988, the high level of patrol activity by the 
Defence Force and Coast Guard and the joint operations the Coast Guard
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carried out with the SEArIDER and SEABAT programmes appears to have 

discouraged most Colombian traffickers from utilizing the sea route 

through The Bahamas for smuggling marijuana to Florida.

It is clear that during 1988 both for cocaine and marijuana or. 

average the utilization of the airdrop technique increased 

significantly. It is evident that while it increased the chances of the 

aircraft and its occupants to escape after or during the drop the OP BAT 

helicopter coverage has a better chance to recover the load in the water 

than when unloaded on the ground where ground crews can often 

successfully move and hide it before the helicopter can come in to made 
the interception.

There is evidence that beginning about 1984 there was such a 

market for cocaine in the United States and so much available in 

Colombia and given the ease with which it could be handled and the 

profit it provided, the air smuggling of marijuana from Colombia began 
to be abandoned for cocaine smuggling, this notwithstanding that the 
marijuana market and the profits were good but it could not compete with 
cocaine.

The smuggling of cocaine because of its high value and smaller 
volume fitted far better than marijuana the one smuggling technique the 

U.S. authorities have not found the answer to; how to intercept U.s. 
owned and operated boats that come out from South Florida to smuggle
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marijuana or cocaine back to South Florida which they picked up at 

remote islands and cays in The Bahamas after it has been delivered by 

air or mothership from Colombia.

During 1988 the more organized cocaine smuggling groups, 

apparently to avoid the risk of radar detection, increasingly utilized 

the Maya air corridor across Cuba from Colombia to deliver cocaine to 

airstrips or airdrops at Abaco, Andros, Exuma the Berry Islands and Cay 

Sal. The remote cays of the Sabana Archipelago of Cuba 35 miles south 

of Cay Sal are also being used as sanctuaries by Florida based Cuban 

American smugglers for their boats while standing by for airdrops in the 

Cay Sal area.

The policy initiated in October 1987 to remand foreign 

nationals arrested in drug smuggling cases pending trial and 

prosecuting, convicting and sentencing them to substantial prison terms 

has led traffickers to use the airdrop to avoid arrest and the seizure 
of their aircraft. The increased penalty provision of the Dangerous 
Drugs Act which provides up to life sentences which took effect in March 
1988 and which is resulting in sentences of 10 to 20 years has also been 
a factor increasing the rate of airdrops in cocaine deliveries from 9 

percent in 1987 to 44 percent in 1988. There are also reports that the 
threat of sentences up to life has begun to deter trafficking through 
The Bahamas overall.

Evidence also indicates that American pilots who have 
traditionally dominated the air traffic through The Bahamas are now
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being deterred and that Latin American, Bahamian and pilots of other 

nationalities are replacing them.

DRuG PROSECUTION STATISTICS AS OF 21 JUNE 1989
1986 1987 1988

ARRESTED & CHARGED 1,530 1,596 1,277
CONVICTED 822 854 586
ACQUITTED 65 158 39
NOLLE PROSEQUI 12 14 6
DISMISSED 55 49 63
DISCHARGED 293 166 88
PENDING TRIAL 283 355 495

Analysis indicated that in 198 7 and 198 8 on their own and in 

joint operations with their U.S. counterparts the Royal Bahamas Police 

and Defence Forces had an interception rate of cocaine delivered by air 

of 10.6 and 12.5 percent respectively.

In general a seizure rate of 10 percent is considered an 
effective performance. On that basis early in 1988 the Government of 

the Commonwealth of The Bahamas concluded that given the paucity of air 
search radars, surveillance aircraft and helicopters assigned to the 
OP BAT programme the results achieved were remarkable and demonstrated 

that the technique of flying cocaine to a landing site on Bahamian 
Islands and cays or to an airdrop in the surrounding waters is 
vulnerable. It was reasoned that if resources were assigned in the way 
of radars, surveillance aircraft and helicopters equal to the problem 
known to exist the traffic through The Bahamas from Colombia and the 
Caribbean to South Florida could be effectively suppressed and shut

down.
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Over a period of several months the Government of the 

Commonwealth of The Bahamas prepared a proposal for a "Joint Bahamas 

U.S. Strategy To Effectively Suppress a nd Close Down Cocaine and 

Marijuana Smuggling Through The Bahamas to South Florida."

On 19 May 1988 The Bahamas made a proposal to the United 

States for a joint strategy to effectively suppress and close down the 

smuggling of cocaine and marijuana from the Caribbean through The 

Bahamas to South Florida. Essentially it requested the United States to 

assign four to six U .s. Navy Frigates equipped with the latest air

detection radar and facilities to carry intercept helicopters to patrol
> *

the waters surrounding The Bahamas, The Bahamas would assign a Police 

Commando Strike Force Team to each helicopter to intercept the drug 

laden aircraft attempting to transfer the drugs to boats in the Bahamas 

for delivery to Florida.
Sites for 11 joint bases were also offered, at strategic 

locations throughout The Bahamas for the posting of station ships or 
permanent installations that could operate and support helicopters 
patrol and fast boat. Bases for patrol aircraft were also offered all 

at no cost.
On 24 October a modified version of this proposal was 

submitted to the United States to which it was thought the United States 

would be in a better position to respond.

The response to The Bahamas proposal of 19 May and 24 October 
1988 was the same and indicated that:

"The proposals were reviewed within the context of interdiction
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plans and operations for the wider Caribbean region and for Latin 
America. The allocations of additional U.S. resources to support 
the proposals was considered within the context of current resource 
commitments in The Bahamas and throughout the region. The 
projected availability of additional, resources was also taken into 
consideration.

Based on those considerations and assessments, it does not 
appear that sufficient resources can be provided to support the 
major initiatives outlined by the proposals.”

"There are however a number of possible solutions to address 
the law enforcement problems identified in the proposals. Several 
of these previously discussed solutions have been or are in the 
process of being implemented. Others are pending, requiring 
further discussion and review."

However in a Bilateral Agreement between the Government of the 

United States and the Commonwealth of The Bahamas on the Control of 

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances signed on 17 February 1989 
the Parties agreed in Article 1 to:

Commit themselves to the preparation of a joint strategy to 

effectively suppress and close down cocaine and cannabis smuggling from 

the Caribbean through The Bahamas to South Florida and agree to the 
formation of an ad hoc Joint Working Group as part of the United States 
- Bahamas Drug. Interdiction Task Force to prepare the strategy."

On 15 September 1989 the ad hoc Working Group for the 
preparation of a joint strategy to suppress and close down the transit 
traffic through The Bahamas met and adopted an organizational and work 
plan. We look forward to completing a joint interdiction strategy 
within the next few months.

During the first half of 1989 on the basis of the quantity of 
cocaine seized by the RBPF and RBDF on their own and in joint operations 

with their U.S. counterparts there has been a slight decrease in the 
traffic from Colombia to South Florida through The Bahamas. The decline
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in the quantity of marijuana seized is nothing short of astonishing.

Intelligence indicated that aggressive enforcement against the 

smuggling of marijuana by air and sea into The Bahamas has caused the 

Colombian traffickers to abandon this route in favour of the Yucatan 

Peninsula of Mexico. This same enforcement action in addition to 

indications of significant eradication of production in the Caribbean 

region has brought about this remarkable decline in the traffic.

The crackdown on the organized cocaine traffic in Colombia by 

the Government, following the tragic assassination of Presidential 

Candidate Luis Carlos Galan, which immobilized airstrips and 1000 

aircraft used in the traffic has had an immediate and dramatic effect in 

The Bahamas. Since 18 August 1989 not a single airborne seizure has 

been made. One seizure of 2,860 pounds was made on a vessel in the 

international waters surrounding The Bahamas by the u .S. Coast Guard on 

10 September. However information indicates this cocaine had left 

Colombia prior to 18 August.
When the supply of drugs can be forcefully attacked at the 

source it is evident the results can be dramatic. My Government has 
always believed that efforts to control the illicit production and 

traffic of narcotic and psychotropic drugs and prevent illicit use must 
be a universally coordinated effort to assist each other meet our mutual 

obligations to the international narcotic and psychotropic drug control 

conventions - The Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, The 
Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971 and The Convention Against 

Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988.



14

Through these Conventions our nations are pledged to eradicate 

any illicit narcotic crop cultivation discovered in our territory, to 

destroy any clandestine narcotic or psychotropic drug laboratories 

detected in our countries and to vigorously suppress illicit 

trafficking. Our Governments are further pledged to strictly limit the 

use of narcotic and psychotropic drugs to medical and scientific 

purposes only and to prevent misuse and abuse through education, 

treatment and rehabilitation. We are mandated to assist and cooperate 

with each other in achieving the aims of these Conventions which is to 

limit the availability of all narcotic and psychotropic drugs to the 

minimum levels necessary for medical requirements which would in turn 

bring drug abuse to the irreducible minimum.

None of us on our own can achieve the objectives of the 

Conventions ; that will only come when the Conventions are universally 

applied by all of us in concert. None of us is doing as well as we 

should be and it is said that 10 percent of the governments party to 
the Conventions are seriously out of compliance with their obligations. 
It is the illicit production of narcotic crops and their transformation 

to cocaine and heroin in these countries that is the root cause of the 
illicit traffic and abuse of narcotic drugs particularly cocaine which 
is devastating our countries in the Western Hemisphere.

We must find a way together to help the neighboring countries 

of this hemisphere particularly but also the other relatively small 
number of countries where illicit narcotic crop and drug production 
takes place in other parts of the world which also threaten us.
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Working through the United Nations, the organization entrusted id 

with the responsibility to coordinate and oversee the implementation of 

the international narcotic and psychotropic drug control conventions we 

must bring supply and demand under control simultaneously. During the 

past 20 years hopeful signs have developed that drug abuse education and 

treatment can reduce demand. Tragically however, the illicit supply of 

drugs particularly coca and cocaine, has exploded to levels never before 

seen or imagined possible and the traffic continues to expand each year. 

Experts in drug abuse prevention education and treatment tell us it is 

not possible to effectively prevent people from using drugs or to help 

them stop using drugs if the major dependence producing drugs of abuse 

such as cocaine, heroin and cannabis are flooding our cities, towns and 

villages.
In October 1988 the United States enacted the Anti Drug Abuse 

Act of 1988. Section 4104 of that Act recommended that;
(i) the President should convene as soon as possible a Conference to be 

known as the International Conference on Illegal Drug Production, 

Trafficking, and Use in the Western Hemisphere;
(ii) this conference should involve the Heads of State, the highest ranking 

law enforcement officers, and other appropriate officials from every 

government in the Western Hemisphere that is willing to combat the drug 
trade, and whose cooperation the President determines is essential to 
that goal; and
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(iii) this conference should focus exclusively on combating the drug 

trade and, in particular, should emphasize enhancing cooperative efforts 

among the governments of the Western Hemisphere to -

(a) substantially reduce the production, cultivation, and processing of 
illicit drugs;

(b) eliminate the transshipment of such drugs through countries in the 

Western Hemisphere;

(c) curb the demand for and use of such drugs in every country in the 

Western Hemisphere;

(d) combat the problems of drug-related corruption and drug money 

laundering; and

(e) share intelligence information, extradite drug traffickers, and

take other steps necessary to improve law enforcement efforts 

against the drug trade."

The Government of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas strongly
supports the concept and need for this conference and through diplomatic 
channels informed the Government of the united States that at such time 
as the President may wish to convene such a conference the Government of 
the Commonwealth of The Bahamas would be honoured to host the conference 
at Nassau.

In a statement of 29 June, 1989 Prime Minister Sir Lynden
Pindling announced his intention to seek the support of Caricom Heads of 
Government for convening a special meeting of hemispheric leaders to be 
held in The Bahamas to hammer out a multinational Strategy for 
cooperation between states in enforcement, treatment, rehabilitation and

demand reduction.
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The Bahamas also supports the recommendation by the United 

States Congress that the United Nations explore ways and means to 

establish an international force or mechanism aimed at stopping the 

trafficking of illegal drugs. The Bahamas informed the Government of 

the United States of its support of this concept in a diplomatic note 

dated 7 February, 1989.

The Government of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas in this 

context welcomed the proposal of the Honourable Michael Manley, Prime 

Minister of Jamaica, for the establishment of an internationally agreed 

mechanism under the auspices of the United Nations system - An anti drug 

unit that would be adequately equipped and funded to provide such 

assistance as member states may request. The Jamaican proposal urges 

that the operation of this unit be multifaceted in scope and possess 

capabilities to give assistance on request in the areas of; 
Intelligence, Training, Demand Reduction, Rehabilitation, Crop 

Substitution and the Provision of a para-military strike force.
The Government of The Commonwealth of the Bahamas urges that 

every consideration be given by the Governments represented at this 

conference to the proposal made by Prime Minister Manley of Jamaica.
In a statement on 28 September Prime Minister Sir Lynden 

Pindling called for a multi-lateral force under the auspices of the 

United Nations to focus on the eradication of drugs and to assist 
countries that seek help on terms they can accept. The Prime Minister 
also called for "a new blow" to be struck against the money and profit 
side of narcotics, which would reduce the capacity of the drug cartels
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to wage war and convert rich traffickers and their helpers into paupers 

over night.

The Prime Minister said that he shares with President George 

Bush and the U .s. Congress the need for a hemispheric summit on drugs to 

hammer out a multi-national strategy for cooperation between states in 

enforcement, treatment, rehabilitation and demand reduction efforts.

He said that The Bahamas would be pleased to have the meeting 

convene in Nassau because, as a transit state, "we have our finger on 

the pulse of the drug trade, the methods and capabilities of producers 

and the demand and tactics of consumers."

The Prime Minister stated that the National Drug Strategy of 

President Bush can work because many of its essential elements are 

already in place and working in The Bahamas Drug Strategy, and that The 

Bahamas would wish to give it full support and suggest some ways how its 
effectiveness might be increased.

The Prime Minister noted that the demand for illicit 
narcotics is so great, and the trade so lucrative and widespread, that 
only the combined efforts of all the nations of the world would be able 

to contain drug trafficking and the corrupting influences it has on 

people and institutions. He also said that the drug producers and 

traffickers respect neither international boundaries nor international 

law, and they have used the differences nations have in priorities and 

approach to their own advantage.
Only by developing a hemispheric approach to drug trafficking 

can the governments of the region fully deploy the full range of 
enforcement tools at their disposal in a complementary and cost-
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effective manner.

" Few governments in the Third world have the capacity by 

themselves to pursue economic development, confront political changes 

and fight narco-terrorism, and small nations like The Bahamas have no 

choice but to stand and fight and enlist the help of every friend in the 

hemisphere," said the Prime Minister.

"The world must be willing to make the sacrifices and summon
i

the will to stand together to arrest and eradicate the cancer of 

narcotic drugs which bites at the heart of humanity," the Prime Minister 

concluded.

Mr Chairman, thank, you for incorporating into the Conference 

records this presentation which I planned to make in person but cannot 
do so due to circumstances beyond my control.


