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When disaster strikes, Fort Ruck-
er’s partnerships with local agencies 
and the surrounding communities 
help ensure a quick response that 
helps save lives.

The installation tested that response 
with an exercise near Skelly Stage-
field May 22 that simulated a downed 
aircraft with both military and civil-
ian casualties, and involved multiple 
agencies from the surrounding com-
munities, including the Fort Rucker 
Directorate of Public Safety, The U.S. 
Army Air Ambulance Detachment 
(Flatiron), the Coffee County Emer-
gency Management Agency, Medical 
Center Enterprise, the Coffee County 
Sheriff’s Office and more, all in an 
effort to strengthen the relationships 
with the surrounding communities, 
according to Willie Worsham, Fort 
Rucker emergency manager.

“This is a good exercise because 
we strengthen the relationships with 
our communities – making one com-
munity effort to make sure that all of 
our assets are taken care of, so we can 
respond to any kind of emergency on 
or off the installation,” said Worsham. 
“With all of our (agreements), we’re 
able to do that with our sister agen-
cies outside of the installation.”

For this particular exercise, the sce-
nario involved a downed aircraft that 
caught fire, requiring the Fort Rucker 
Fire Department to respond to extin-
guish the fire and pull a simulated 
survivor from the wreckage. After 
rescuing the survivor, the firefight-
ers on site provided immediate triage 
while waiting for emergency medical 

services to arrive.
At that point, Flatiron was dis-

patched and arrived on the scene to 
airlift the patient, and Coffee County 
EMA responded to take care of simu-
lated civilian casualties.

The exercise allowed local agen-
cies to be able to test their response 
times, as well as to test their ability 
to facilitate casualties in the event of 
an actual disaster, which Grant Lyon, 
Coffee County EMA deputy director, 
said is important when it comes to 
saving lives.

“If we’ve got a big incident go-
ing on, we have to be able to work 
with local agencies to get support 
here to address that incident,” said 
Lyon. “We have emergency medical 
services in play, as well as Medical 
Center Enterprise, our local hospital, 

so, they’re having a chance to deal 
with patients, because in an instance 
like this we would have patients who 
need treatment and transport.”

The exercise also gave the medi-
cal center the opportunity to test out 
their mass casualty response, said Liz 
James, Medical Center Enterprise fa-
cilities director and safety officer,

“We want to make sure that we 
have the availability and the disposal 
for such incidents and accidents,” 
she said. “It’s very important that we 
have this communication and under-
standing of what our needs our and 
our abilities are to be able to take care 
of each other and the community.”

It’s that understanding that makes 
exercises between the various agen-

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

‘WE WORK SO WELL TOGETHER’

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker command-
ing general, spoke to the graduates of Troy Univer-
sity, their family members, mentors and friends who 
gathered for the 2018 Troy University spring com-
mencement at the Dothan Civic Center May 20.

Leadership and service were prevailing themes 
throughout the ceremony, which included remarks 
by university leaders, prayers and songs, and the 
conferring of degrees and presentation of candi-

See LeadeRShiP, Page a7

Commanding 
general to Troy 
grads: ‘Our 
society needs 
your leadership’
By Kelly P. Morris
USAACE Public Affairs
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Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence command -
ing general, speaks during the Troy Uni -
versity spring commencement at the Do -
than Civic Center in Dothan May 20.

Post tests emergency response, strengthens partnerships

See emeRgency ReSPOnSe, Page a7

CONTINUING EXCELLENCE
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Vice Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. James C. McConv ille presents the gold award to Fort 
Rucker officials at the Army Communities of Excellence Awards ceremony at the Pentagon 
May 18. Lt. Gen. Gwen Bingham, assistant chief of s taff for Installation Management (right), 
also participated in the ceremony. 

Fort Rucker earns gold in Army 
Communities of Excellence awards

WASHINGTON — Fort Rucker brought home the gold 
May 18 at the Army Communities of Excellence Awards 
ceremony at the Pentagon. 

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, U.S. Army Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general; 
Col. Brian E. Walsh, Fort Rucker garrison commander; 
Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher D. Spivey, garrison 
command sergeant major; and other garrison officials ac-

cepted the gold award in the active component category a 
day after learning the post also received top honors in the 
2018 Commander in Chief’s Annual Award for Installa-
tion Excellence.

And it’s no surprise Fort Rucker found itself on top in 
both competitions, Gayler said.

“Through these awards, the Department of Defense and 
the Army are confirming what we knew all along – Fort 
Rucker is a great place for Soldiers, families, civilian em-
ployees and retirees to train, work, live, play and receive 
support,” the general said. 

By David Vergun
Army News Service
and Jim Hughes
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

See gOLd, Page a7

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary James N. Mat-
tis announced the recipients of the 2018 Commander in 
Chief’s Annual Award for Installation Excellence, ac-
cording to a Department of Defense news release issued 
May 17.

The award recognizes the outstanding and innovative 
efforts of the people who operate and maintain U.S. mili-
tary installations.

The five recipients of this highly competitive presiden-
tial award were selected for their exemplary support of 
DOD missions.

This year’s recipients are listed below.

U.S. Army Garrison Fort Rucker•	
Senior Commander:  » Army Maj. Gen. William K. 
Gayler.
Garrison Commander: »  Army Col. Brian E. Walsh.

Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, California•	
Commanding Officer: »  Marine Corps Col. Jason G. 
Woodworth.

Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Washington•	
Commanding Officer:  » Navy Capt. Geoffrey C. 
Moore.

Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona•	
Commander:  » Air Force Col. Scott C. Campbell

Defense Distribution Depot San Joaquin, •	
California

Commanding Officer: »  Marine Corps Col. Andre T. 
Harrell.

Defense Media Activity
Staff Report

SecDef announces 
2018 Installation 
Excellence award 
recipients

See exceLLence, Page a7

Rodney Taylor, Fort Rucker firefighter, retrieves a simulated 
crash survivor as fellow firefighter, Clayton Forston, contin-
ues to extinguish the flames during an exercise near Skelly 
Stagefield May 22.
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FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas – One of 
the great lessons I’ve learned as command-
ing general of U.S. Army Installation Man-
agement Command is to value the diversity 
and contributions of Army civilians. 

Before taking command of IMCOM and 
its 50,000 plus cohort of civilian profes-
sionals, I had little experience in leading or 
working alongside them. I was ambivalent 
about their role in making our Army ready. 
I had no appreciation for how vital their 
leadership is to the continuity and success 
of everything we do. 

Now, after witnessing the wisdom, dedi-
cation, technical expertise and professional-
ism of Army civilians in a personal way, I 
feel obliged to champion their service. 

After visiting 80 installation communi-
ties around the world, I am as familiar with 
today’s Army as anyone. It is clear to me 
that our Army could not do all of what it is 
expected to do without civilians in nearly 
every command, in some cases side-by-side 
in theater. 

Civilian professionals provide founda-
tional continuity in times of turbulence; 
design, test and field our weapon systems; 
play critical roles in supporting Soldiers and 
their families; maintain our training facili-
ties; and myriad other critical tasks that give 
Soldiers the freedom to focus on warfight-
ing. Army civilians are integral to readiness, 
and a part of the team I have grown to ac-
curately value and appreciate. 

Can we improve the system? You bet, but 
we should not paint all Army civilians with 
the same brush based on limited experienc-
es where a small number have made a bad 

impression or had a negative impact. 
Detractors of employing civilians should 

think through the alternatives. Totally con-
tractors? Have Soldiers do everything? 
These solutions are often more expensive 
and can negatively impact Army readiness 
in serious ways. 

Army civilians are probably the most ef-
ficient and effective way to sustain readi-
ness. Their contributions are priceless; our 
nation simply cannot purchase their level of 
loyalty and commitment. They are part of 
the Army’s DNA. I encourage more Army 
leaders to learn and understand this impor-
tant truth sooner than I did.
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Statement of Publication authorization
The Army Flier is an authorized publication for 

members of the Department of Defense. Contents of 
the Army Flier are not necessarily the official views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, or the De-
partment of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publication is the re-
sponsibility of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published weekly by The 
Dothan Eagle, a private company in no way connect-
ed with the U.S. government under exclusive contract 
with the Department of the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication, 
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the U.S. Army or The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters
For business, advertisements, subscriptions or to 

report printing errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 
N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or call (334) 792-
3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for all printing 
matters and commercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for the following 
week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army Flier is prepared, 

edited, provided and approved by the Public Affairs 
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and 
Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement
Everything advertised in this publication shall be 

made available for purchase, use or patronage with-
out regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affili-
ation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity 
policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or photographs by contact-

ing the Army Flier, Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort Rucker, AL 
36362, or call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to 
other PAO numbers are not normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army Flier 
by e-mail, please contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

By Lt. Gen. Kenneth R. Dahl
U.S. Army Installation Management 
Command Commanding General

IMCOM CG: The value of army civilians

Public notice – Fort Rucker environmental assessment and 
Finding of no Significant impact for the implementation of 

an erosion and Stormwater control Project at uS army Re-
serve, Fort Rucker, aL.

Notice is hereby given that the U.S. Army, Fort Rucker, Alabama, has prepared a Final Draft Environmental Assessment 
(EA) and Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) for the Implementation of an Erosion and Stormwater Control 
Project at the US Army Reserve, Fort Rucker, in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Copies 
of the EA have been provided for public review at the Daleville Public Library located at 308 Donnell Boulevard, Daleville, 
Alabama, 36322, phone number 334-503-9119; and the Fort Rucker Center Library, Building 212, 5th Ave., Fort Rucker, 
Alabama, 36362, phone number 334-255-3885; and the Sustainable Fort Rucker website at:  https://www.fortrucker-env.
com/ under the Programs tab and then the NEPA tab. The EA will be available for review and comments for 30 days start-
ing May 24, 2018. Comments on the EA should be sent to: Ms. Leigh Jahnke, Directorate of Public Works, Environmental 
and Natural Resources Division, ATTN: IMRC-PWE, Building 1121, Fort Rucker, Alabama, 36362 or leigh.b.jahnke.civ@
mail.mil. Comments will be addressed and incorporated into the Final EA. 

Public notice – environmental assessment of the Real 
Property master Plan Projects at Fort Rucker, alabama

Notice is hereby given that the U.S. Army, Fort Rucker, Alabama, has prepared a Final Draft Environmental Assessment 
(EA) and Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) for the Real Property Master Plan Projects in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Copies of the EA have been provided for public review at the Daleville Public 
Library located at 308 Donnell Boulevard, Daleville, Alabama, 36322, phone number 334-503-9119; and the Fort Rucker 
Center Library, Building 212, 5th Ave., Fort Rucker, Alabama, 36362, phone number 334-255-3885; and the Sustainable Fort 
Rucker website at: https://www.fortrucker-env.com/ under the Programs tab and then the NEPA tab. The EA will be available 
for review and comments for 30 days starting on May 3, 2018. Comments on the EA should be sent to: Ms. Leigh Jahnke, Di-
rectorate of Public Works, Environmental and Natural Resources Division, ATTN: IMRC-PWE, Building 1121, Fort Rucker, 
Alabama, 36362 or leigh.b.jahnke.civ@mail.mil. Comments will be addressed and incorporated into the Final EA. 

PHOTO BY BRITTANY NELSON

Secretary of the Army Dr. Mark Esper paid his first visit to the civilian professionals of the U.S. Army 
Installation Management Command while visiting thei r headquarters in Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, 
Texas, April 17. IMCOM’s commanding general, Lt. Ge n. Kenneth R. Dahl, invited the secretary as a way 
to recognize and acknowledge the service of Army ci vilians. 

ARMY PHOTO

Lt. Gen. Kenneth Dahl, commanding General of the U.S. Army Instal -
lation Management Command, invites small, diverse groups of IMCOM 
professionals to have lunch each month to listen, learn and exchange 



FORT EUSTIS, Va. — The secretary of 
the Army gained a more in-depth under-
standing of how U.S. Army Training and 
Doctrine Command designs, acquires, builds 
and improves the Army during his first visit 
to the command May 18.

Throughout the visit, Dr. Mark T. Esper 
and his spouse, Leah, had the opportunity to 
speak to Soldiers, civilians and spouses on a 
number of topics ranging from readiness to 
the role of the Army Family.

The day began at 6 a.m. when Esper met 
with leaders from TRADOC’s Center for 
Initial Military Training to discuss the readi-
ness of future Soldiers through the use of 
the Occupational Physical Assessment Test. 
The OPAT, which tests recruits’ ability to 
perform the tasks specific to a military oc-
cupational specialty, will help put the right 
Soldier in the right MOS, resulting in a more 
ready Army. 

“Improving readiness is the benchmark 
for everything we do; it should guide our 
decision-making,” Esper said in his initial 
message to the force.

The secretary also received an update on 
CIMT’s current efforts to improve the Army 
Physical Fitness Test as the service transi-
tions from the APFT to the Army Combat 
Readiness Test. The ACRT is part of the 
Army’s effort to optimize Holistic Health 
and Fitness and achieve combat readiness 
across the Army, and Esper was even able 
to participate in several ACRT events during 
the visit.

From there, Esper traveled to TRADOC 
headquarters to meet with senior leaders and 
get a more detailed understanding of what 
it takes for the command to build the Army 

of the future – and discuss TRADOC’s con-
tinuing role after the creation of Army Fu-
tures Command.

“TRADOC plays a very critical role in 
the Army and where we’re headed,” he said. 
“The importance of (TRADOC) as it designs 
the Army and acquires the Soldiers we need 
to fill that Army – and build it – will remain 
vitally important. They will have another 
peer alongside them in the shape of Army 
Futures Command to help lead our Army 
into the future.”

The secretary then joined his spouse, Leah, 
for lunch with the Family Readiness Groups, 
which was followed by an opportunity for 
the couple to meet with Army spouses and 
emphasize the importance of taking care of 
Soldiers and their families.

“Every time Leah and I travel, we meet 
with civilian spouses groups and hold town 
halls so I can get a good feel on the pulse of 
the Army and field questions on how we can 
improve our Army,” Esper said.

Another way the Army secretary contin-
ues to get a pulse on the Army is through 
talking with Soldiers. During his time on 
Fort Eustis, Esper got a firsthand look at 
how TRADOC is training Soldiers in two 
domains: sea, when he traveled to 3rd Port 
to observe Army Watercraft Operator train-
ing, and air, when he received an overview 
of the training happening within the 128th 
Aviation Brigade.

Gen. Stephen J. Townsend, TRADOC’s 
commanding general, joined Esper dur-
ing his visit to the 128th, which falls under 

TRADOC’s Aviation Center of Excellence. 
Here, the two talked with Soldiers in Ad-
vanced Individual Training and learned how 
the schoolhouse is using technology to train 
new Soldiers.

Esper said the role the command plays in 
recruiting and training Soldiers is vital to the 
force’s mission effectiveness.

“TRADOC plays a very critical role be-
cause the two functions it performs are re-
cruiting those Soldiers and training them,” 
he explained. “Bringing them into the force, 
making sure they’re well prepared for as-
signment to the operational Army – that is 
vital to our mission effectiveness.”

From the 128th, the secretary and Mrs. 
Esper traveled to Jacobs Theater, where 
they conducted a town hall for Fort Eustis 
employees and their family members. With 
a direct opportunity to speak to the Army 
secretary, questions ranged from budget and 
personnel cuts to the use of artificial intel-
ligence and robotic technology, in which Es-
per said the Army must lead the way.

“As far as the use of AI and automated 
technology or robotics, the answer is simple: 
We have to be first,” he said. “By 2028, 
the Army will be sending manned and un-
manned autonomous vehicles to the field. 
Think about the lives we could’ve saved in 
Kuwait if we had had this technology. Yes, 
our budget of 700 billion is a lot, but war is 
more expensive, and losing the war is even 
more expensive.”

At the close of his time at TRADOC, the 
23rd secretary of the Army thanked the lead-
ership team for all they do, the community 
for its support, and the Soldiers, civilians and 
family members who together, continue the 
pulse of the Army.

“Thank you for all you do for the Army,” 
Esper said. “I’m proud to serve with you.”
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CW4 Tammy Richmond, Headquarters, Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Warrant Officer Career College, assumes command of the unit from 
CW4 William Baker, outgoing commander, during a change of command ceremony at Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center May 16.

CHANGE OF COMMAND

By Amy L. Robinson
For Army News Service

SecArmy: TRadOc critical to future army

NEWS BRIEFS
Holiday gate closure

In observance of the Memorial Day 
holiday, Faulkner and Newton gates will be 
closed May 26-28. They will resume nor-
mal operating hours May 29.

Memorial Day Service
Fort Rucker will host its Memorial Day 

service May 25 at 8:30 a.m. at Veterans 
Park to pay tribute to the men and women 
who sacrificed their lives in defense of the 
country.

Clinic closure
Lyster Army Health Clinic will close 

at 11 a.m. June 22. The clinic will remain 
open all day on the third Wednesday of the 
month, June 20. The Fort Rucker Army 
Wellness Center will also close at 11 a.m. 
June 22. 

Change of responsibility
The Fort Rucker Garrison will host a 

change of responsibility ceremony June 15 
at 2 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Muse-
um. Command Sgt. Maj. Jasper C. Johnson 
will assume responsibility from Command 
Sgt. Maj. Christopher D. Spivey. 

Army Wellness Center
The Army Wellness Center offers free 

health and wellness classes to all Soldiers, 
family members, retirees and Department 

of Defense civilians. All classes are held at 
the Army Wellness Center in Bldg. 4102.

Healthy Sleep Habits – •	 June 5 at 11:45 
a.m.
Upping Your Metabolism – •	 June 7 at 
6:30 a.m., June 18 at 11:45 a.m. and June 
28 at 1 p.m.
Exercise Prescription and Goal Set-•	
ting – June 12 at 11:45 a.m. and June 26 
at 11:45 a.m.
Stress Management –•	  June 14 at 11:45 
a.m.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree 

Council meets the first Thursday of each 
month in The Landing at 11:30 a.m. The 
meeting is an open forum and all retirees are 
invited to attend. Retirees are also encour-
aged to apply for one of the open positions 
on the council.

For more information, call 255-9124.

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center con-

ducts a test of the emergency mass notifi-
cation system the first Wednesday of each 
month at 11 a.m. At that time people will 
hear the siren over the giant voice. No ac-
tions are required.

Healthy cooking class
Lyster Army Health Clinic will host 

its next healthy cooking class June 20 at 
noon. This month’s recipes include easy 
gluten-free meals. 

Tobacco cessation program
Lyster Army Health Clinic’s tobacco 

cessation program consists of four weekly 
sessions each month. Each class is one 
hour. Classes are Wednesdays from 11 
a.m. to noon. For more information, call 
334-255-7930. 

You Made the Grade
For 17 years, the Army and Air Force 

Exchange Service’s You Made the Grade 
program has been a cornerstone of mili-
tary life. Now, students who participated 
in the program as children are passing it 
on to another generation of military stu-
dents—and the exchange is ready to hon-
or their achievements. In recognition of 
military students who excel, the exchange 
is rewarding high-achieving scholars in 
first through 12th grades who maintain a 
B average or better with a coupon book 
filled with free offers and discounts.

“The Exchange appreciates the strength 
and resiliency of all military children,” 
said Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Luis 
Reyes, the exchange’s senior enlisted ad-
viser. “To excel academically while deal-
ing with frequent moves, deployments 
and parents’ long working hours is a sig-

nificant achievement. That’s why the ex-
change has rewarded military students for 
17 years running with the You Made the 
Grade program.”

The You Made the Grade booklet in-
cludes coupons for free food and other 
offers that are valid through July 31.  The 
booklet also includes an entry form for the 
You Made the Grade semiannual sweep-
stakes. Students can enter to win exchange 
gift cards worth $2,000, $1,500 or $500. 
Entries can be submitted twice per year, 
with drawings typically held in June and 
December. 

Students, including those who are home 
schooled, can receive a You Made the 
Grade coupon booklet by presenting a val-
id military I.D. and proof of an overall B 
average at their local exchange’s customer 
service area. Eligible participants can pick 
up one booklet for each qualifying report 
card. 

Students and guardians can contact 
their local exchange for more informa-
tion about the Exchange’s You Made the 
Grade program. Contact information for 
your nearest store can be found at shop-
myexchange.com/exchange-stores/.

Students can send You Made the Grade 
sweepstakes entry forms, which are in-
cluded in the coupon booklets, to: You 
Made the Grade, PO Box 227398, Dallas, 
TX 75222-7398.

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. BRANDY N. MEJIA

Secretary of the Army Dr. Mark T. Esper talks with students and 
instructors from the 128th Aviation Brigade on Fort Eustis, Va., May 18. 



WASHINGTON — The U.S. military’s 
mission is to fight and win the nation’s 
wars, and service members must be phys-
ically, mentally and emotionally ready to 
fight when needed, Army Command Sgt. 
Maj. John W. Troxell said in an interview 
May 10. 

And in this tumultuous era, that could 
be at any time, the senior enlisted advis-
er to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff added.

Troxell attended the inaugural DOD 
Readiness and Resilience Workshop held 
April 17 at Fort McNair in Washington. 
The workshop featured speakers and 
covered topics to optimize human perfor-
mance through the body, mind and spirit.

Deputy Defense Secretary Patrick M. 
Shanahan also participated in the work-
shop. Shanahan opened the workshop by 
joining service members in a workout.

“He’s in good shape,” the sergeant ma-
jor said of the deputy defense secretary.

BE READY FOR THE ‘WORST DAY’
Troxell said he constantly tells service 

members they must always be ready to 
engage in combat, which he describes as 
the “worst day.”

Troxell said he’s concerned about re-
cent statistics regarding the ability of 
military members to deploy.

Defense Secretary James N. Mattis re-
cently came out with a deployment and 
readiness policy. Essentially, the policy 
stipulates that if a service member is non-
deployable for more than a year, then he 
or she is processed for separation. This 
does not affect service members wounded 
in combat.

“We have this deployability problem 
in terms of injuries and obesity -- we are 
talking about 100,000 service members,” 
Troxell said. “On top of that, 17 percent 
of the troops have been diagnosed as 
overweight or obese.”

The sergeant major said he brought 
together civilian and military fitness and 
dietary experts to discuss fitness, perfor-
mance, nutrition and recovery at the Fort 
McNair workshop.

“I brought in 50 service members from 
around the services who are high-speed 
individuals -- the Marine martial arts in-
structors, master trainers from the Army, 
the Navy brought in a number of medical 
folks and dietitians,” Troxell said. “It was 
a lot of very physically fit people who 
were there to speak with each other and 
share best practices and strategies to ad-
dress the obesity and the nondeployabil-
ity problem.”

PROMOTE WARRIOR/ATHLETE 
CULTURE

NCOs and petty officers need to pro-
mote and encourage “a warrior/athlete 
culture and mentality” across the military 
services, Troxell said.

“Our special operations force[s] already 

do this very well, and there’s episodes in 
the services where it goes well,” he said. 
“But there are too many cultures out there 
where fitness training is just something 
we do for an hour in the morning and it is 
a ‘check the block’ kind of thing.”

And, some physical fitness training 
seems designed to prepare people to just 
pass the test, Troxell said.

“What physical training needs to be is 
a process to get someone prepared physi-
cally, mentally and emotionally for the 
conditions they may face on the worst day 
of their life,” he said.

That worst day comes in a variety of 
guises, Troxell said. For a Soldier or Ma-
rine, it may be armed individual combat. 
For a Sailor it could be dealing with di-
saster and firefighting. For an Airman 
it could be in a convoy or on an airfield 
where disaster strikes or an enemy at-
tacks.

“In any event, we shouldn’t be training 
to pass a fitness test,” he said. “We would 
be training for what we need to do on that 
worst day. We don’t do that enough.”

In extreme cases, there are service 
members who have been nondeployable 
for three or four years, the sergeant major 
said. Someone else still has to go. The ser-
geant major described one specialty with 
just 32 people. Only eight are deployable 
and they shoulder that burden.

Physical fitness helps mentally as well, 
Troxell said. “It’s a medical fact that the 
more physically fit you are, the more 

mental and emotional preparedness you 
are going to have,” he said. “You are al-
ready used to pushing against boundaries 
in physical training. You have already 
conditioned your body and your mind to 
handle adversity in training and that has 
a payout when you go through the worst 
day of your life.”

Medical experts who deal with post-
traumatic stress say that developing phys-
ical fitness is a factor in combating that 
condition.

MAKING CHANGE HAPPEN
Troxell said he believes that the NCO 

and petty officer ranks need to make 
change happen.

“I want those mid-range noncommis-
sioned officer and the petty officers to 
own this,” he said. “They need to say 
there won’t be unfit people in their for-

mations. They have to have people they 
can count on physically, mentally, emo-
tionally, technically to thrive on the worst 
day. They shouldn’t be discovery learning 
on the worst days of their lives that the 
buddies next to them can’t carry someone 
out of a bad situation.”

Regardless of how good the U.S. mili-
tary is, bad things can happen and “we 
have to prepare, and it starts every day 
with this culture of ‘I am a warrior/ath-
lete,’” Troxell said.

He practices what he preaches. Troxell 
has embraced a tough physical training 
program. The 54-year-old senior NCO 
still qualifies in the Ranger School five-
mile standard in under 40 minutes.

Passing a physical training test requires 
a 60 percent score. “We can’t be a 60 
percent force,” Troxell said. “We have to 
strive for perfection.”
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By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity

JCS top NCO:  Service members 
must be physically ready for deployment

PHOTO BY SGT. KELSEY MILLER

Soldiers assigned to 1st Stryker Brigade execute the proposed Army Combat Readiness Test April 17. 
Soldiers are assisting the Army with this pre-decisional testing that is pending senior Army leadership 
staffing and approval. 

PHOTO BY SGT. JAMES K. MCCANN

Command Sgt. Maj. John W. Troxell, senior enlisted adviser to 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, hosts a physical training 
session with Deputy Defense Secretary Patrick M. Shanahan and 
service members from across the joint force at the inaugural DOD 
Readiness and Resilience Workshop at Fort McNair in Washington 
April 17. 
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army announces stationing of 3 
security force assistance brigades

WASHINGTON – The Depart-
ment of the Army announced May 
18 the stationing of 3rd Security 
Force Assistance Brigades at Fort 
Hood, Texas; the 4th SFAB at Fort 
Carson, Colorado; and 5th SFAB 
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
Washington. 

SFABs are specialized units 
whose core mission is to conduct 
advise-and-assist operations with 
allied and partner nations.

“There will always be a need 
to help build allied or partnered 
forces, and the SFABs will take 
on this critical mission and allow 
brigade combat teams to concen-
trate on preparing for potential 
full-spectrum combat operations 
against a near-peer adversary” 
said Secretary of the Army Mark 
T. Esper.

The decision to station the 
SFABs at these three posts was 
based on strategic considerations 
including projected time to acti-
vate and train an SFAB, presence 
of senior grade personnel to man 
the unit, and required facility costs. 
Their work will strengthen our al-
lies and partners while supporting 
this nation’s security objectives 
and the combatant commanders’ 
warfighting needs.

“I think we’ll see a much bet-
ter adviser capability built out 
of these brigades,” said Chief of 

Staff of the Army Gen. Mark A. 
Milley. “Meanwhile, we’ll recoup 
the readiness value of bringing the 
regular [combat] brigades home to 
train for their regularly designed 
missions.”

The three new SFABs are the fi-
nal three active duty units joining 
the 1st SFAB stationed at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia, and the 2nd SFAB 

at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. The 
National Guard is still considering 
locations for its SFAB. 

SFAB Soldiers are screened 
based on qualifications and ex-
perience, and are among the most 
highly trained tactical leaders in 
the Army. The unit will receive 
the most advanced military equip-
ment available. SFAB Soldiers re-

ceive special training through the 
Military Advisor Training Acad-
emy to include language, foreign 
weapons, and the Joint Fires Ob-
server course. 

Commanders and leaders in 
the SFAB will have previously 
commanded and led similar BCT 
units at the same echelon. En-
listed advisors will hold the rank 

of sergeant and above. The Army 
currently has incentives to include 
promotion and special pay to join 
the SFAB. 

The Army is also establish-
ing a command element within 
U.S. Army Forces Command at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, with 
the intent to conduct training and 
readiness oversight of the SFABs.

U.S. Army Office of the 
Chief of Public Affairs
Press Release
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FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, 
Md. – Despite weathering sev-
eral years of fiscal uncertainty, 
the state of the Army’s forma-
tions has improved, and if called 
upon today it is certain to prevail 
in any conflict, said the service’s 
secretary.

Additionally, Congress has 
stopped a steep, lengthy decline 
in Army capabilities with imple-
mentation of the president’s fis-
cal year 2018 budget, said Chief 
of Staff of the Army Gen. Mark 
A. Milley. Both Milley and Sec-
retary of the Army Dr. Mark T. 
Esper testified May 15 on Capitol 
Hill before the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee for Defense.

“The Army is on the mend. I 
can report out to you today, after 
2 1/2 years as the chief of staff of 
the Army, we are in significantly 
better shape than we were just 
a short time ago,” Milley said. 
“And that is through the gener-
osity of this Congress and the 
American people.”

Moving forward, Army senior 
leaders are seeking congressional 
backing for a $182.1 billion bud-
get for FY 2019. That new budget 
is an eight percent increase over 
the total FY 2018 president’s 
budget.

Helping the Army maintain 
overmatch and increase lethality 
from now and into the future will 
require “predictable, adequate, 
sustained, and timely funding,” 
said Milley.

“The National Defense Strate-
gy has identified China and Rus-
sia as the principal competitors 
against which we must build suf-
ficient capacity and capabilities,” 
Esper told lawmakers. “Both 
countries are taking a more ag-
gressive role on the world stage, 
and others possess or are build-
ing advanced capabilities that are 
specifically designed to reverse 
the tactical overmatch we have 
enjoyed for decades.”

The Army’s FY 2019 budget 
request includes $148.4 billion in 
the base budget and $33.7 billion 
for overseas contingency opera-
tions. The increased funding will 
continue to cultivate readiness 
across all formations in prepara-
tion for a high-intensity conflict 
with a near-peer adversary. It also 
focuses on the development of 
the future force through critical 
modernization efforts, according 
to the Army’s senior leaders.

“[The FY 2019 budget] will 
assure our allies. It will deter our 

enemies. It will allow us to com-
pete effectively, and if necessary, 
it allows us to defeat our enemies 
on a field of battle,” Milley said.

Milley also told lawmakers that 
the Army knows it must maintain 
faith with the American people 
by being good stewards of the tax 
dollars it receives to conduct its 
missions.

“We will enforce accountabil-
ity to make effective use of ev-
ery single dollar,” Milley said. 
“[Congressional] support for the 
FY 2019 budget will ensure our 
Soldiers remain ready to fight, not 
only tonight but also tomorrow.”

READINESS
The Army is on track to reach 

it total force readiness recovery 
goals by 2022, providing there 
is no request to increase the de-
mand for land forces, according 
to written testimony submitted to 
the committee by both Esper and 
Milley.

“We are growing the Army 
by both recruiting and retaining 
physically fit, mentally tough 
Soldiers without lowering stan-
dards,” the two leaders wrote in 
the their submitted testimony. 
“Increased end strength has en-
abled the Army to fill manning 
shortfalls in key formations. Sol-
diers within the ranks are also 
increasingly deployable, with a 
four percent decrease in Regular 
Army non-deployable rates over 
the past year, and an overall goal 
of a five percent non-deployable 
rate by FY 2021.”

 The Army is also refocusing 
all Soldier training to become 
more lethal and more resilient 
on the future battlefield, Esper 
said. Home-station training will 
continue to increase, giving for-
mations more repetition at the 
company level and below. Fur-
thermore, the Army is reducing 
self-imposed mandatory training 
requirements and eliminating ex-

cessive reporting.
Additionally, a key component 

to the Army’s readiness initia-
tive includes a broader strategy 
to work “by, with, and through” 
partner nations, Milley said. Se-
curity Force Assistance Brigades 
are necessary to help “teach, 
mentor, train, advise, assist, and 
enable,” partner forces to help 
reconcile with the enemy and 
provide stability in the region.

The first SFAB deployed to Af-
ghanistan in the spring of 2018. 
In turn, the Army is requesting 
congressional support to man, 
train, and equip six SFABs – five 
in the regular Army and one in 
the Army National Guard – to 
deliver an enhanced capability 
of advisors to partner nations, the 
general added.

MODERNIZATION
Over the past decade of fiscal 

uncertainty, Army leaders were 
forced to make many difficult but 
necessary decisions, prolonging 
Army modernization efforts.

“We upgraded current weap-
ons systems rather than acquire 
new or next-generation technolo-
gies. However, we can no longer 
afford to delay modernization 
without risking overmatch on fu-
ture battlefields,” Army leaders 
said.

“The Army is now increasing 
its investments in modernizing 
the force,” Esper said. “Our mod-
ernization strategies focus on 
one goal – making our Soldiers 
and units far more lethal and ef-
fective than any other adversary. 
The establishment of the Army 
Futures Command this summer 
is the best example of our com-
mitment to the future lethality of 
the force.”

Within their written testimony, 
Esper and Milley outlined several 
vital focus areas within the Ar-
my’s six modernization priorities 
and eight cross-functional teams:

• Long Range Precision Fires: 
The Army seeks to modernize a 
cannon for extended range, vol-
ume, and increased missile ca-
pabilities. Systems like the Ex-
tended Range Cannon Artillery, 
which has been accelerated to FY 
2023, and the Long Range Pre-
cision Fires Missile, accelerated 
to FY 2021, protect and ensure 
freedom of maneuver to forces in 
contact with the enemy in deep, 
close, and rear operations.

The Army has included $73.7 
million for Long Range Precision 
Fires in the FY 2018 enhance-
ment request, with $22 million in 
additional requested funds in the 
FY 2019 president’s budget.

• Next Generation of Combat 
Vehicles: The Army is currently 
developing prototypes that lead 
to the replacement of its current 
fleet of infantry fighting vehicles, 
and tanks, in manned, unmanned, 
and optionally manned variants. A 
next-generation vehicle is needed 
to enhance Soldier protection, in-
crease mobility, and make Army 
forces even more lethal.

Prototypes for both manned 
and robotic vehicles will arrive in 
FY 2021, with $13.1 million re-
quested in the FY 2018 enhance-
ment, and $84 million in the FY 
2019 president’s budget.

• Future Vertical Lift:  The 
Army seeks to incorporate 
manned, unmanned, and option-
ally manned variant vertical lift 
platforms that provide superior 
speed, range, endurance, altitude, 
and payload capabilities. This 
includes the Future Unmanned 
Aircraft System, which is under-
going experimentation and will 
be prototyped in FY 2024, and 
the Modular Open System Ap-
proach, a software prototype that 
has been accelerated from FY 
2028 to FY 2026.

Additionally, $25.1 million is 
included in the FY 2018 enhance-
ment request for Future Vertical 
Lift, with additional funds in-
cluded in the FY 2019 president’s 
budget.

• Network: The Army seeks to 
develop expeditionary infrastruc-
ture solutions to fight reliably, on 
the move, in any environment. 
The Army Network should in-
corporate electronic warfare; re-
silient, secure, and interoperable 
hardware; software and informa-
tion systems; assured position, 
navigation, and timing; and low 
signature networks.

In regards to the Army’s pre-
vious Warrior Information Net-
work-Tactical system, Milley 
indicated that the force is imple-

menting a “halt, fix, and pivot” 
strategy.

“We determined that the net-
work that was built for the Army 
was focused on Iraq and Afghani-
stan, [and] worked for fixed sites 
but was not capable of holding up 
in a future conflict,” Milley said. 
“So we halted those pieces of that 
system that would not survive be-
yond a fixed site type of location 
against a low-intensity conflict. 
We’re aiming to fix the capabili-
ties that we think we can harvest 
and use for the future fight. For 
the pivot, we’re exploring com-
mercial technologies. We be-
lieve that’s the path ... to ensure 
that we continue to upgrade our 
networks, [and] gain and sustain 
the capabilities at the pace of 
commercial technology develop-
ment.”

An additional $180 million is 
included in the FY 2018 enhance-
ment request to conduct network 
related experimentation next fis-
cal year, including an Infantry 
Brigade at the Joint Readiness 
Training Center this summer, and 
a Stryker Brigade by early 2019.

• Air and Missile Defense: 
To ensure the Army’s formations 
are protected from modern and 
advanced air and missile deliv-
ered fires, including drones -- the 
Air and Missile Defense Cross-
Functional Team is focusing on 
capabilities that include Mobile 
Short-Range Air Defense with 
directed energy and advanced en-
ergetics. The Army has also ac-
celerated the fielding of existing 
air defense capabilities over the 
coming years.

• Soldier Lethality:  The force 
is working to develop the next 
generation of individual and 
squad weapons; improve body 
armor, sensors, and radios; and 
develop a synthetic training envi-
ronment that simulates the mod-
ern battlefield.

The FY 2018 enhancement re-
quest includes $81 million to ex-
periment and procure Enhanced 
Night Vision Goggles by FY 
2021.

“Army Futures Command gets 
a lot of the attention for good rea-
sons,” Esper said. “One of the key 
aspects of it is to make sure that 
it presents a different face toward 
the private sector -- not just the 
traditional defense vendors -- but 
also nontraditional defense sup-
pliers, small business, entrepre-
neurs, [and] academia. We [want 
to] tap into that talent wherever 
it may be, to make sure that we 
maximize every dollar we get to 
put it back into our Soldiers.”

SECARMY: 

By Devon L. Suit
Army News Service

PHOTO BY DANIEL TOROK

Secretary of the Army Dr. Mark T. Esper testifies to the Senate Defense Committee on Appropriations for the Fiscal Year 2019 U.S. Army 
Budget at Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C., May 15.

Army in ‘significantly better shape’ than just 2 years ago

“
I can report out to you today, after 2 1/2 

years as the chief of staff of the Army, 

we are in significantly better shape 

than we were just a short time ago. And 

that is through the generosity of this 

Congress and the American people.”

— GEN. MARK A. MILLEY 
U.S. ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF



cies within the community neces-
sary, said Lyon.

“This gives us a chance to 

work with our local agencies 
and work with Fort Rucker, 
and we appreciate them letting 
us play in this because this is 
a big exercise,” he said. “It al-

lows us to test the local agen-
cies’ response efforts and test 
their preparedness efforts, and 
we can get back together with 
them to figure out ways to make 

our communities better.
“(A disaster like this) could 

happen at any point or any time to 
anybody – it’s not just Fort Ruck-
er,” the Coffee County EMA dep-

uty director continued. “The big-
gest things that we stress are the 
partnerships that we have with all 
of the communities around here – 
we work so well together.”

Installations compete on how well they achieve depart-
mental objectives in several areas of installation manage-
ment, including mission support, energy conservation, qual-
ity of life and unit morale, environmental stewardship, real 

property management, safety, health and security, communi-
cations and public relations, according to the news release.

Excellent installations enable better mission performance, 
and enhance the working and living conditions for military 
men and women, DOD civilians and their families, the re-
leases said. Each of the winning installations succeeded at 

being the best in achieving excellence in performing instal-
lation management within their military service and the De-
fense Logistics Agency.

Each winning installation will receive a commemorative 
Commander in Chief’s Award trophy, and flag and a con-
gratulatory letter from the president.

“We have a great team at Fort Rucker – 
and that includes our partners off the post, 
Gayler continued. “Community relations 
play a major part in an installation receiv-
ing these awards, and you just can’t find a 
place where Soldiers and families receive 
greater support than in the Wiregrass. Our 
partnerships with the communities in the 
Wiregrass set up all sides for success and 
we look forward to continuing those part-
nerships in the years to come. Fort Rucker 
and the Wiregrass form a team that is truly 
Above the Best.”

Other installations received recogni-
tion at the ceremony, as well, and Vice 
Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. James C. 
McConville Army said installations pro-
vide “world-class, power-projection plat-
forms.”

“Installations sustain daily operations, 
enabling units to concentrate on missions 
without distraction,” he said at the cer-
emony. “When an installation is well run 
and well managed, everything from range 

operations to a commissary visit to a long 
deployment is easier for Soldiers, civilians 
and their families.”

Soldiers are the Army’s “most important 
weapons system,” he added. That’s why 
taking care of them at the place where they 
live and work every day is so vital.

People today live in a world where tech-
nology, in many cases, has replaced per-
sonal interaction, he said. Yet, installations 
have succeeded in creating a true sense of 
community for Soldiers, civilians and fami-
lies, and establishing personal interactions.

This is notable, he pointed out, because 
many Soldiers, families and even civil-
ians on installations are thousands of miles 
away from the place they call home, he 
said. “It’s the installations that make them 
feel at home every day when they drive 
through that gate.”

Military communities are connected not 
just by those who reside inside the gate, 
but they also interact with state and local 
governments, schools, churches and busi-
nesses that exist outside the gates, McCon-
ville said. These too need to be recognized 

because they provide tremendous support 
as well.

The vice chief mentioned that he grew 
up in Quincy, Massachusetts, where there 
are not many nearby military installations.

These regions miss out on what the mili-
tary brings to the community, he said. “All 
the installations here today cracked the 
code on developing and maintaining that 
sense of community. They focused on the 
mission of Soldiers, and that truly boosts 
Army readiness.”

Some 156 regular Army installations and 
1,100 Guard and Reserve installations ex-
ist in the U.S. and globally, he pointed out. 
They manage over $16 billion annually, 
providing “world-class infrastructure and 
services to more than 1 million Soldiers, 
240,000 Army civilians, and 2.2 million 
family members, and they do it well.”

The Army Communities of Excellence 
Program recognizes quality in installation 
management leading to reform and im-
proved readiness in areas like energy effi-
ciency, facilities, training areas, emergency 
services and customer services, he said.

Army Communities of Excellence •	
Awards active component winners:

Gold: Fort Rucker; »
Silver: Fort McCoy, Wisconsin; »
Bronze: U.S. Army Garrison Daegu,  »
South Korea; and Fort Stewart, Geor-
gia; and
Honorable mention: Fort Knox, Ken- »
tucky; and Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

Army Communities of Excellence •	
Awards National Guard winners:

Gold: Ohio Army National Guard; »
Silver: South Carolina Army National  »
Guard;
Bronze: Georgia Army National  »
Guard; and
Honorable mention: Vermont Army  »
National Guard.

Army Communities of Excellence •	
Awards reserve component winners

Gold: 81st Readiness Division, Fort  »
Jackson, South Carolina; and
Silver: 1st Mission Support Com- »
mand, Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico.

dates for more than 120 graduates who 
achieved their associate’s, bachelor’s or 
graduate degrees. 

In his commencement address, Gayler 
thanked the audience for their show of 
patriotism following the singing of the 
National Anthem.

“What an honor it is to serve in a place 
so special like the Wiregrass, that when 
Amy Griffin sang the National Anthem – 
the anthem of our nation – she received 
applause. That doesn’t happen every-
where,” Gayler said.

Gayler said the “plight of the student” 
is something Fort Rucker can relate to. 
“The hard work, dedication, the long 
hours you have put in to achieve this goal 
makes it that much sweeter. And it is my 
honor to tell each and every one of you 
today congratulations. You made it,” he 
said.

Gayler recounted how the writer Henry 
David Thoreau made his now-famous trek 
in the woods to “live deliberately” for a 
time, because at the end of life he wanted 
to know he had lived a life of purpose.

To that end, Gayler told the story of an 
M.I.T. professor, Edward Lorenz, who 
made a groundbreaking scientific dis-
covery in the 1960s and drew a parallel 
between this discovery and how people’s 
actions can have far-reaching impacts.

Lorenz served in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps during World War II as a weather 
forecaster. After the war he furthered his 
education and became a popular M.I.T. 
professor. In the 1960s, he made a small 
adjustment in a computer program ana-
lyzing weather, and discovered that tiny 
initial differences have enormous conse-
quences in a dynamic system like earth’s 
atmosphere. 

It became known as “the butterfly ef-
fect.”

Lorenz hypothesized that a butterfly 

could flap its wings in one part of the 
world, and as molecules of air were set 
in motion, over time it potentially could 
cause, or even prevent, a major weather 
event in another part of the world. Even-
tually the strange idea of the huge impact 
over time that resulted from small initial 
changes achieved the status of scientific 
law, Gayler said. Lorenz’s discovery be-
came one of the scientific revolutions the 
20th century was remembered for.  

Although at first his hypothesis was 
laughed at, “today they write books about 
it,” Gayler said. It started a revolution in 
how scientists predict weather and how 
they understand nature itself. 

The butterfly effect has a message about 
the importance of people’s decisions and 
actions, according to Gayler.

“It’s hard to fathom how something of 
the magnitude of a hurricane could begin 
with the flapping of a butterfly’s wings. 
But then you think back to your own ex-
periences in life, and I think of mine – 
about the people who made a huge impact 
on me, with sometimes a relatively insig-
nificant idea, suggestion, or a nudge…. 
It’s those people who truly made a differ-
ence. And I owe those people a tremen-
dous debt of gratitude,’ Gayler said.

Gayler said the butterfly effect related 
to the graduates. To show how one per-
son’s actions can make a difference, Gay-
ler recognized a Soldier for Life – retired 
Master Sgt. Robert McCloud. McCloud 
retired from service after more than 30 
years of service, and eventually decided 
to further his education. During the cer-
emony, McCloud would receive his asso-
ciate’s degree at the age of 83. 

 “Thank you for your service to this na-
tion,” Gayler said. “You are an inspira-
tion to each one of us.”

Gayler encouraged the graduates to 
never underestimate the power and reach 
of their actions, to never shy away from 
challenges and to view any failures as an 

opportunity to improve. 
He called for strong leadership in the 

future from the graduates. He explained 
an Army acronym that roughly forms 
the word “leadership” and represents the 
Army Values of Loyalty, Duty, Respect, 
Selfless Service, Honor, Integrity and 
Personal Courage. 

“Those values have everything to do 
with a commitment to something greater 
than oneself,” he said.  “Now more than 
ever we need men and women of charac-
ter, commitment and competence to serve 
in our great nation, in uniform or out. Our 
society needs your leadership.”

Gayler thanked the university for sup-
porting service members, including a 
special scholarship it offers for military 
and their families. 

“That spirit of honoring service is one 
of the reasons that makes the Wiregrass 
such an incredible place to live, to work, 
to play and also to learn,” Gayler said.

During the ceremony, Dr. Jack Hawk-
ins, Troy University chancellor, rec-
ognized the service members and their 
spouses in the crowd. 

Fort Rucker was the first location off of 
the Troy campus where the university of-
fered extension courses, Hawkins said. 

ARMYFLIER.COM ❘MAY 24, 2018  ★A7

Gold
Continued from Page A1

Leadership
Continued from Page A1

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and

medical staff thank Fort Rucker for its commitment

to the security of our community and our country.

We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and

military families for their personal sacrifices.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE

APPRECIATE

FORT

RUCKER.

Excellence
Continued from Page A1

Emergency response
Continued from Page A1



REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

680 COUNTY ROAD 750: $189,500: Privacy,Wood,Well-maintained.
Like new home in Curington Farms. New Paint in Living Room, Kitchen
& Dining Area. Move in ready. This home is minutes from Fort Rucker &
minutes from downtown Enterprise. Breakfast area plus a formal dining
area! Granite countertops in kitchen and stainless-steel appliances.
Pantry. The covered patio area is a great place to enjoy an afternoon or
early morning. Large fenced backyard. Owner is a licensed real estate
agent in Alabama. SHAWN REEVES, 475-6405

9 MARNETTE DRIVE, DALEVILLE: $65,000: Chain Link,
Come view this 1 of a kind home. Huge corner lot that has
endless potential and a 2 car detached garage that has a toilet
and sink in it! Laundry room is located right off the kitchen for
easy chores. Many gardening ideas inside the chain link fence.
Come see today! CHRIS ROGERS, 406-0726

103 HABERSHAM PLACE: $185,000: A property you will appreciate! This 4 bedroom, 3 bath is ready for your
family and extended family. The interior has been repainted and new carpet and vinyl flooring installed. This home
has over 2,400 square feet of living area -- formal living room, family room with fireplace, dining room, kitchen,
laundry, master bedroom plus two additional bedrooms in the main house AND in addition an in-law suite adjoins
the house. In-law ‘apartment’ with exterior entry door has a living area, bedroom, full bath and kitchenette with
dining area.Accessible from the family room and the in-law suite is a large screen porch overlooking a large fenced
back yard with mature shrubs and trees. The laundry room has desk space and shelving for extra storage. The
large side entry garage has loads of shelving and a great indoor workshop space with sink and cabinets. The large
shed in the shade of mature trees in corner of back yard provides space for additional storage and your outdoor
lawn equipment. Call today and schedule your personal tour of this lovely property. JUDY DUNN, 301-5656

1000 EDINBURGH WAY: $258,000: What a stunning home with a
dream of a back yard! Don’t miss out on all these upgrades. Granite
countertops, stainless steel appliances, new carpet in all bedrooms,
jacuzzi tub, his and her walk in closets, surround sound, back deck with
lighting, heated salt water pool with polaris, hot tub, privacy vinyl fence,
and sidewalks! All this on a large corner lot in a gorgeous and well
maintained neighborhood! HEATHER CONWAY, 580-215-2699

212 DALE AVENUE: $157,000: Charming cottage in The Grove. Large
trees in the yard are a bonus! Open floor plan with just the perfect
amount of space for comfort. Like new. Stainless steel appliances to
include refrigerator. Washer & Dryer Convey. Covered patio provides
extra living area. Privacy fence. Matching storage building just adds to
the charm.ADT security with cameras. Seconds to Fort Rucker Enterprise
gate. Great starter home. SHAWN REEVES, 475-6405

110 PAUL STREET: $110,000: This cozy three bedroom/1.5 bath brick home with bonus room has just been recently
renovated! Enjoy that morning cup of coffee or unwind in the evening while sitting on the tiled back patio overlooking a private
backyard. This home is convenient to Ft Rucker, shopping, and restaurants is ready for its new owner! Per the owner, following
are the renovations/updates on this home: 1) New metal roof, soffit, fascia, attic insulation, front siding and gutter 2) New HVAC
with added extension to the bonus room 3) Electrical - New wiring, fixtures and lights 4) Plumbing - New plumbing in kitchen
and baths 5) Floor - New tile in kitchen, bonus room and outside patio, new laminate in dining area, living room and three
bedrooms 6) Kitchen - New cabinets, counter top, refrigerator, range, dishwasher, hood and sink 7) New ceiling, walls and paint
in kitchen, dining area and bonus room 8) Walls and ceiling in living room and three bedrooms redone and painted 9) New hot
water heater and washer and dryer hook ups 10) All new double pane windows 11) New interior, exterior and patio doors 12)
Hall - New tub, toilet, vanity, mirror, fan and tiles 13) Master bath - New toilet, vanity and mirror. SAM HELMS, 798-3357

450 CHOC HILLS ROAD, DOTHAN: $157,000: Four BR, 2 Bath brick
home with approximately 9 acres +/- . Open floor plan, gas fireplace, tons
of storage, huge attached shop/garage with 2 garage doors (With openers) .
Enjoy the outdoors in this natural setting with plenty of space for family cook
outs and outdoor entertaining. Large master with Jacuzzi and large walk in
closet. VA foreclosure to be sold “as is”. Alabama Right of Redemption will
apply. NANCY CAFIERO, 389-1758 & BOB KUYKENDALL, 369-8543

120 LAUREL BREEZE DRIVE: $215,000: Chain Link, Combo,
Wood, If you want to get back to a quiet and simpler lifestyle,
consider this 3 bed 2 bath home shaded by tall trees and surrounded
by a beautiful neighborhood. This home features a spacious loft for
relaxation, a huge elevated wood deck for entertaining, and high
ceilings in the living room make this house a great place to call
home. CHRIS ROGERS, 406-0726 & JUDY DUNN, 301-5656

121 LIGHTFOOT DRIVE: $124,800: Great Neighborhood location on large corner
lot. 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath home with modern, updated kitchen and brand new stainless
steel appliances. Large Pantry, Eat in Kitchen with large garden window. Back yard is
completely fenced in with a patio pad and a giant pergola for entertaining. Home features
updated bathrooms, painted concrete flooring, that is a must see to appreciate. Home
has been recently painted throughout, lighting updated, and much more. Conveniently
located near Fort Rucker and City Amenities. Transferrable Termite Bond. Enterprise City
Schools. CHERYL PICCININI, 390-9612 & SHERI SIEGEL, 910-229-0017

UNDER
CONTR

ACT

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

$299,000

219,000 • REDUCED

$163,900

$175,000

$164,500

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

$135,000

129,900 • REDUCED

443,000 • REDUCED

$149,900

141,000 • REDUCED

COT G S
 WOO ND R

FEATURING:

Coffered Ceilings

Granite Countertops

Custom Cabinets

Wood

Tile

Carpet in Bedrooms

Irrigation System

Privacy Fence

2 Inch Blinds

Blly Cotter Constructon • 347-2600

Exclusively Marketed by Century 21
347-0048

$178,500
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Armywide

The Program Executive Office for Aviation’s Trans-
port Aircraft Product Office held an industry day to 
discuss a request for prototype proposals solicitation 
for the new fixed wing utility aircraft.

The event was an opportunity for members of the 
Vertical Lift Consortium (industry members that pro-
duce both vertical and horizontal lift aircraft) to find 
out what the Army needs from its new fleet of transport 
aircraft and to ask questions about the requirement. 

The Army solicited a request for proposals last year 
but the solicitation was ultimately canceled when it 
was deemed that the sole proposal did not meet the 
requirement. The Army took a step back to see why it 
only received one proposal and, after receiving feed-
back from industry, the Army determined that obtain-
ing prototypes through an Other Transaction Author-
ity was the best approach. The RPP allows industry to 
submit a FUA prototype in an effort to meet the Army’s 
requirement which includes increased passenger and 
payload capability as well as increased fuel range.

This is the first time PEO Aviation used an OTA 
contracting process. The Defense Acquisition Uni-
versity defines OTA as “legal acquisition instruments 
other than contracts, grants or cooperative agreements 
that offer a streamlined method for carrying out proto-
type projects and transitioning successes into follow-
on production.” The OTA alters the rules allowing the 
acquisition process to move more quickly.

During the FUA industry day, industry members 

By Tracey E. Ayres
PEO Aviation

SEE UTILITY, PAGE B4

Lt. Col. Jeff Jablonski, transport aircraft 
product manager, briefs attendees at the 
fixed wing utility aircraft industry day in 
the Jackson Center in Huntsville.

PHOTO BY TRACEY AYRES

New utility aircraft 
program gets off ground

TALLINN, Estonia — Maryland 
Army National Guard Soldiers and 
Airmen supported the Estonian de-
fense forces May 2 - 12 during Ex-
ercise Hedgehog 2018, the largest 
training exercise conducted in Es-
tonia. The exercise occurred as the 
Maryland National Guard celebrates 
the 25th anniversary of partnering 
with Estonia as part of the Nation-
al Guard Bureau’s State Partner-
ship Program, which links National 
Guard elements with partner nations 
worldwide.

Focused on territorial defense, as 
well as special operations capabili-
ties, the exercise brought together 
elements of the Estonian Defense 
League, Women’s Home Defense 
League, and regular Defense Force. 
Estonian police and border forces 
and emergency management person-
nel also participated. Additionally, 
more than 15,000 personnel from 15 
NATO member-countries participat-
ed in the exercise. 

The Maryland Guard was one of 
the first three partnerships in the SPP 
that began in 1993 as the Cold War 
came to a close. 

“During the SPP’s 25th anniversa-
ry, the Maryland Guard was honored 
to once again participate in this Es-
tonian national exercise,” said U.S. 
Air Force Lt. Col. Jason W. Burns, 
bilateral affairs officer with the 
Maryland Guard. 

Burns facilitates the exercise plan-
ning between Maryland Guard and 
Estonian units. 

Maryland Guard personnel had the 
opportunity to integrate a wide vari-
ety of capabilities, enabling Soldiers 
and Airmen to fulfill specific train-
ing requirements, exchange critical 
tactics, techniques, and procedures 
and continue to reinforce security 
cooperation in the region. 

“Annually, the Maryland National 

Guard typically schedules and ac-
complishes about 40 military-to-mil-
itary training and exercise events,” 
Burns said. “The Maryland Guard 
is fortunate to have such a close ally 
and partner nation.”

Personnel from the Maryland 
Army National Guard’s 629th Expe-
ditionary Military Intelligence Bat-
talion, based in Laurel, Maryland, 
provided expertise to two Estonian 
brigade intelligence sections. They 
supported the brigade commanders 
with operational planning, advised 
on fighting techniques, and engaged 
with the community throughout the 
exercise.

Meanwhile, Soldiers with the 
Maryland Army Guard’s B Com-
pany, 2nd Battalion, 20th Special 
Forces Group, based in Glen Arm, 
Maryland, took part by disrupting 

enemy actions against the Estonian 
Defense Force’s 1st Brigade. 

Airmen with the Maryland Air 
National Guard’s 175th Wing Cyber 
Operations Group, based at Warfield 
Air National Guard Base, Middle 
River, Maryland, supported the Esto-
nian Defense League’s cyber defense 
unit. They advised and assisted with 
building greater operational aware-
ness of cyber defense capabilities 
among the Estonian participants. 

The Maryland Air Guard’s 
175th Security Forces Squadron 
also participated in the exercise 
at Amari Air Base, Estonia, and 
provided air base security support 
and observations within the Base 
Defense Operations Control center 
through the duration of the exercise. 

Two Virginia National Guard flight crews provide Aviation support to Navy SEALs April 
19  at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek, near Norfolk, Virginia. The Aviators sup-
ported the SEALs training with two UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters, and the SEALs spent 
the afternoon and evening sharpening their rappelling and fast rope skills in both day 
and night conditions. 

PHOTO BY TERRA C. GATTI

A IR SUPPO RT

Estonian soldiers of the 2nd Infantry Brigade, Estonian De-
fence Force, and Finnish combat engineers of the 1st Com-
bat Engineer Company, Pori Brigade, conduct movement to 
board a B Company, 3rd Assault Helicopter Battalion, 227th 
Aviation Regiment, 1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter during a training exercise 
at an area just outside of Varstu, Estonia, May 9. The train-
ing is part of Operation Hedgehog, a multinational exercise 
held in Estonia to enhance readiness and interoperability 
between allies and partners in the Baltic region. 

PHOTO BY SGT. GREGORY T. SUMMERS

Nat iona l Guard marks 25 years of  SPP, 
ensures defense capabilit ies in Europe
By Maj. Kurt Rauschenberg
Army News Service

Members of PEO Aviation traveled to the Airbus Heli-
copters production facility in Columbus, Miss. to accept 
delivery of the 413th UH-72A Lakota Light Utility Heli-
copter into the Army fleet May 4.

Col. Billy Jackson, PEO Aviation’s Utility Helicopters 
Project Manager received the aircraft log book during a 
rollout ceremony to commemorate the aircraft’s induction 
into the Army inventory. The event marked the first Lako-
ta delivered to the Army under a new production contract 
signed in March. 

LIGHT 

WORK

Col. Billy Jackson, PEO Aviation’s Utility 
Helicopters Project Manager receives the 
aircraft log book from Scott Tumpak, Airbus 
Helicopters Vice President of Government 
Programs marking the acceptance of the latest 
UH-72A Lakota light utility helicopter into the 
Army inventory May 4 at the Airbus Helicopters 
production facility in Columbus, Miss.

PHOTO BY SGT. GREGORY SUMMERS

UH72-A Lakota 
delivery increases 
Army capacity
By PEO Aviation

SEE DEFENSE, PAGE B4

SEE LAKOTA, PAGE B4



ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

SEEDS & PLANTS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

FINANCIAL SERVICES & BANKING

GENERAL GENERAL HEALTHCARE

GENERAL

GENERAL

!.",,02034,
(%%-' %-&+)/%% * (1##' &&)+$//&

Classified

can sell it!

CALL

TODAY!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives

and they will be glad to assist you.

Daylilies For Sale
3293 S. Rocky Creek Rd.

Ashford
Call 334-714-1039 or
334-714-4386

Siamese Kittens: Pure bred, 8 wks old ,
litter trained, reputable local breeder.
$75. Call 334-299-3752 or 334-701-0030

German Shepherd import puppies
black & red/tan. AKC Reg., veterinarian exam

etc. $800 (Championship bloodline)
334-398-4015 nucklesjjames@aol.com

APLIN FARMS
Now Open

Mon - Sat 8-5
Peaches, Plums,

strawberries, lettuce, onions
cabbage & green beans

334-792-6362

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Vine Ripe tomatoes,
frozen peas, butter beans,
turnips, collard & mustard
Mon.-Sat. (8am - 5:30 pm)
Hwy 52 Malvern, AL
334-793-6690

23 Acre Hay Field for Lease on
Bump Nose Rd. "Marianna"
Call JD Haynes 850-656-1518

Grass Seed For Sale
Argentine Bahia grass for sale,
Seed cut off of certified fields,
98.77% purity & 97% germination

$4.50 per lb. û Contact Lynn Porter

Office 850-482-1010
or Cell: 850-209-4701

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning

Pea River Timber
334-389-2003

Financial Secretary Opening
First Baptist Church Enterprise is seeking

a part-time (25-35 hr/wk)
Financial Secretary with 5+ yrs

experience in accounting, A/P, payroll,
advanced Excel, Quickbooks, etc.
(reference from a CPA is a plus).

Some flexibility in hours, competitive pay.
Send résumé with references to :

Search@fbcenterprise.com or mail to:
302 N Main St, Enterprise, AL 36330

by June 5
No Calls Please

America’s #1 Best Selling Car!

Automotive Sales Executive

Ideal candidates should have excellent
communication skills and be highly
motivated. Prior experience in sales is
recommended but not required. If you’re
looking for unlimited growth potential
and a fantastic work environment, then
don’t let this opportunity pass you by.

We offer exceptional benefits that
include competitive wages, + bonuses,

vacation & 401(k).

* Call 334-805-4182
for appointment

* or email resume to:
Ashleyg@toyotaofdothan.com
to set up a confidential interview.

NO WALK INS PLEASE!

CITY OF DOTHAN

Part Time Recreation Aide
$8.15 HR

Secretary
$13.99 HR

Seasonal Unclassified
Prime-Time Cashier

$15.03 HR

Closing Date – May 29, 2018
Apply on-line at:

http://www.dothan.org
EOE/AAE

OPEN POSITIONS

SALES ASSOCIATE
Retail Experience Preferred

WAREHOUSE ASSOCIATE
∂ Heavy Lifting Required
∂ Load and Unload Trucks
∂ Experience Preferred
∂ Hardworking & Honest

APPLY IN PERSON
King’s Furniture & Appliances
2821 Ross Clark Circle

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING

APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITIONS OF

MAINTENANCE CONSTRUCTION
WORKER II

SUMMARY: The employee is responsible
for performing service truck inspection
and ensuring supplies and equipment
needed to perform daily projects are
loaded onto truck. Receives work

assignments from foreman and completes
assigned projects. Performs sewer line
maintenance and installation and

road repair and maintenance. Assists
other public works divisions as assigned.

STARTING SALARY: $11.93/HOUR

To Apply, visit: www.enterpriseal.gov

OPENING DATE:
May 21st, 2018
CLOSING DATE:
June 4th, 2018
CITY OF ENTERPRISE

CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST.
ENTERPRISE, AL.
M – F, 7:30 - 4:30.

EOE

We provide a full range of employment
solutions that include full-time,

temporary, and part-time employment in
a wide range of positions, including
professional, commercial, and

administrative.

∂ HVAC TECHNICIAN

∂ BOBCAT OPERATORS

∂ YARD DRIVERS

∂ WELDERS

∂ MAITENANCE TECHNICIAN

∂ MACHINE MECHANICS

APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.EXPRESSPROS.COM/DOTHANAL

OR CALL US AT 334-671-1315

Groundman
The South Alabama Electric Cooperative seeks well-qualified applicants for the

groundman position, a key role in the crews maintaining the electrical network serving
our area. This is a great opportunity for the right person, someone who will be responsible

for assisting linemen from the ground during construction and maintenance.
* Duties will include loading poles, digging holes, framing and setting poles.

Also, the groundman will operate the bucket truck as directed, pull ground wires a
nd pull guy wires. At times the groundman will climb poles under direct supervision,
pass lineman-requested materials using a handline, and keep water kegs filled on

vehicles. The groundman will also ensure that trucks,
tools and equipment are properly cleaned and maintained.

*Maintaining rights of way is an important role, and the groundman must be proficient
using tools such as chains saws, pruners and tree saws.

* Safety is always first at SAEC, and the groundman will participate in “tailgate”
discussions clearly detailing each job. The groundman must follow all safety procedures

and be able to administer CPR and first aid as needed.
* The groundman will also be part of the on-call duty rotation and will also assist in

restoring lines after storms or other outages.
The position requires the candidate to have completed a

pre-apprentice electrical lineman school.

All applicants may apply in person at:
Alabama’s Career Center

1023 S. Brundidge St. Troy, AL 36081
M-F 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m..

Online at www.joblink.alabama.gov.
The deadline for applying for this position is June 15, 2018.

Delivery Driver
McLane Company, one of the largest grocery wholesale

companies in the nation, is looking for
Delivery Drivers

to join our Dothan, Alabama Team.

Our Delivery Drivers are responsible for:
delivering customer orders to retail locations in the
Alabama, South Georgia and Florida Panhandle areas.

Our drivers enjoy excellent home time &
team delivery routes,

TOP driver wages (75K AVERAGE FIRST YEAR) ,
guaranteed minimum pay of $1,000 a week, excellent
benefits and a very lucrative 401k retirement plan.

The ideal driver applicant will hold a Class "A" CDL,
a minimum of 50,000 miles driving experience, good
MVR record, knowledgeable of DOT rules and able to

pass a DOT physical and drug screen.
Route delivery experience is preferred, but not required.

If you meet these qualifications and wish to apply for a
driving position with us, please visit our website at

www.mclaneco.com
and click on careers. E.O.E.

DIRECT CARE STAFF
FULL-TIME & PART TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Assists and Instructs Physically and
mentally development disabled

individuals in living in residential facility.

QUALIFICATIONS:
∂ High School Diploma/GED
∂ Possession of a valid Driver’s License
∂ Ability to lift physically disabled program
participants when attending to basic
grooming, hygiene, and other activities
of daily living.

APPLY TODAY @

www.hrdi.org

`1234567890-=qwertyuiop[]\asdfghjkl;’zxcvbnm,./`QWERTYUIOP[]ASDFGHJKL;’ZXCVBNM,./~!@#$%^&*()_+`1234567890-=qwertyuiop[]\asdfghjkl;’zxcvbnm,./`QWERTYUIOP[]ASDFGHJKL;’ZXCVBNM,./~!@#$%^&*()_+Thursday, May 24, 2018B2 Army Flier Classifieds



RESTAURANT & FOOD SERVICE

TRANSPORTATION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

VACATION PROPERTIES

RECREATION

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

WANTED AUTOS

BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

DRIVEWAYS

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

EXCAVATION

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LAWN SERVICES

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

NOW HIRING

Team Members &
Shift Managers

Starting Pay: $8.30 - $9.50

APPLY IN PERSON

Dothan
2794 RCC or 1074 RCC

Daleville
25 S. Daleville Ave.

Enterprise
901 East Lee St.

CALL DONALD
334-805-4070

CLASS A CDL DRIVERS
Birmingham, AL based transportation
company looking for Class A CDL drivers.
Great small company atmosphere!

Currently running 60 tractors and growing!
We are looking for new team members to
participate in our continued growth.

WE OFFER:
• Starting Pay $.42 Per Mile
• Will Increase to $.45/Mile in 1 yr.
• Benefits (BC/BC medical, dental, vision,
LTD, STD, Life Insurance)

• Equipment -Tractors 2015-2018
(FreightLiners-10 speed) Vans 2014-2018
• All dry van freight (no driver touch,
no Hazardous Materials)
• Paid Weekly/Direct Deposit
• Referral Bonus Bucks
• Paid vacation
• Rider Program
• Running Southeast, Midwest, Atlantic
States

Please call (205)925-1977 ext 2309,
email: recruiting@churchtransportation.net,

or Facebook

REQUIREMENTS:
• Must be at least 23 years of age
• Valid Class A license
• Pass a pre-employment drug screen
• Have an up to date DOT medical card
• Have 18 months driving experience

We look forward to hearing from you and
having you as a member of our team!

Arce Lots for Sale-Headland
OWNER FINANCE AVAILABLE
Central water and electric pole included.
$12,900 per ac. lot. OBO Call: 386-312-6363

LAND FOR SALE by owner 185 +/- acres
has been cultivated for 125 years by crop
rotation, all new utilities on site and includes
sewer. 53 ac. on north side of Webb Rd. and
132 acres on south side. 3 miles from

downtown Dothan. 65 acres of mature pine
timber. See to appreciate! Call Jim:
770-378-1559. before 8pm central time.

FSBO SAVE THOUSANDS
2230 OMUSSEE RD.
Spacious 2 Story Brick
4BR/2.5BA 3200SF, lg bed-
rooms w/master down-

stairs, office upstairs, wrap around porch, 2 car
garage, 40x50 detached garage w/insulated of-
fice 2½ acres. $275,000 by owner 334-794-9514

HOUSE TO LEASE
3BR/2BA 3017 Nottingham Way
newly remodeled, updated floors,

all new windows, fresh paint, bathrooms,
kitchen & more. kitchen appliances
included. WAC and down payment.

Call: 334-790-5444
Will consider owner financing

MEXICO BEACH, FL. LAND FOR SALE
prime property, corner lot,

2 mins. walk to the beach, straight shot.
You can hear the waves. 100ft. x 145ft.

$70,000 Call: 706-563-8785

70’s Evinrude Boston Cutter , 16 ft w/ trailer, 15
horsepower motor, fiberglass, run-about, sea-
worthy, Garmon fish finder, 2 way radio, walker

down riggers. $4995 OBO. 678-395-1405

Alumacraft 14’ Jon Boat and trailer.
Never been in salt water, tires new last year,
has boat cover. $1000. 912-381-2082

2008 Keystone Cougar 276RLS , 5th wheel,
29ft., half ton truck towable, 1 power slide,
2 - 30 lbs. propane tanks, awning, new battery,
Frig runs on elec. or propane, beautiful
interior, exc. cond. $10,500. 334-494-0243

Bounder by Fleetwood 2004 36S : Ford V10,
58000 miles, 2 Slides, Automatic leveling
system, Rear camera, Onan Generator 5500,
2 flat screen TVs REDUCED $30,000. OBO
334-718-0113 or 334-718-0114

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, KBB Value $22,500. Call or text
Oscar (334) 791-1356 serious inquiries only.

Ford 1970 Mustang , 6 cyl engine original drive
train, one owner collector vehicle, excellent
condition, 150,000 miles, KBB Value $20,000
Call or text Oscar at (334) 791-1356
serious inquiries only.

2006 Jaguar XJ8-L,
burgundy w/tan interior,
Vogue tires, only 78,300
miles, great gas mileage.

Look like a million for just REDUCED $9900.
Call: 334-701-6565

Buick 2007 Lucerne CXL,
3.8 V-6, Loaded, Leather,
Like New, 56,000 miles,
$7995. 334-790-7959

Chevrolet 1988
Corvette Convertible.
Excellent shape, 60,000
original miles. Garage
kept. Strong 350.

$14,000. Call 334-596-0912 or 334-596-1560

Chevrolet 2012 Impala. 4-dr. 88,000 miles. Fully
loaded. New tires. XM radio & blue tooth.
$7,200. Call 334-379-9050.

Chevrolet 2014 Corvette Sting Ray Coupe, 6.2L
engine, crystal red metallic tintcoat with
Kalahari interior, 3040 miles, options include:
2LT package, chrome wheels, 6 speed paddle
shift trans, exhaust multi mode performance
and Chevy MyLink navigation $46,825 Call 334-
308-5672

I’M BACK - Need a vehicle?
HUGE Inventory Reduction Sale

Buy Here Pay Here
Good, Bad or No Credit?
Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK.

Steve Pope AKA Mr Ride Today!!!

r 334-648-5302

Kia 2015Forte LX Popular
sedan, 4 cyl, automatic,
loaded, clean, 62,000
miles, $8700. 334-790-
7959

Mazda 2011 MX-5 Miata ,
bright cherry red, 5 speed
manual, 112K miles (most-
ly hwy miles), brand new
high quality cloth top in-

stalled by Whitehurst in Dothan last season,
brand new BF Goodrich G-Force tires, brand
new Rain-X wiper blades, brand new NGK iridi-
um spark plugs, garage kept, clean title, excel-
lent condition. You won’t find a another toy like
this one! Sporty and fun to drive, you’ll love
this vehicle! Price Reduced $10,000 Call or Txt
334-432-5334.

Pontiac 2009 G3, automatic, 4-door, power
windows & locks, AC, cd player, 1.4 liter cyl.
28600 miles, red in color, very good condition!
$5000. 334-714-1237.

PT Cruiser 2006 , white Touring edition, 123K
miles, good condition REDUCED $3500.
334-793-3012. Leave Message.

Volkswagen 2014 Tiguan SE SUV , blue w/off
white leather interior, appearance package,
well equipment, 51k miles, good tires and
luggage rack. $15,995. Call: 334-393-3320 or
334-470-8218 or 334-470-6919

2009 Goldwing CSC Trike , excellent condition
24k miles, titaniam grey, asking $25,900
Cycle Wear Available: jackets, vest, rainsuits,
helmets, new heated suit and boots.
Call 334-790-6595

Harley Davidson Heritage 2017 , 1460 miles, jsut
had 1st. service. 1 year left on warrenty, many
many extras. $14,000 334-494-2705

Lexus 2004 GX470 this is
an affordable luxury car
for you and your family.
Seat eight in this comfort-
able car without the lon-

ger wheelbase of a truly large SUV. Three rows
of leather seats. The front seats are heated.
Great acceleration with a 4.7 liter V8 using reg-
ular gas. 4WD and a trailer towing package, a
roof rack, traction control, ABS, and cruise con-
trol. Enjoy a moonroof and an AM/FM stereo,
cassette, CD multi-disc sound system. Power
seats, windows, mirrors and door locks. 216 K
miles and never a breakdown, no repairs other
than normal wear items. This luxury car looks
good and runs better. Clean Carfax report VIN
JTJBT20X540067365. $6,999 OBO.
The car is in Marianna. Call 850-526-5113.

Toyota 2008 Rav 4 , load-
ed, clean, 4 cylinder, auto-
matic, 69,000 miles, $8995.
334-790-7959

Chevrolet 2008 Silverado

1500 extended cab WT:
one owner PU w/ backseat
& 135K miles. Adrian steel
toolbox, Vortex spray on
liner, factory hitch, dealer
oil change every 7K miles,

no rust, new tires, cold AC, runs very well,
newer brakes. $9,990. Call 850-718-8790

GMC Yukon 2009 SLT, white in color,
253K miles, all leather, sunroof, dbl. DVD
player, one owner , clean and in good condition!
$9500. OBO 334-790-7080.

Ford 1954 800
Farm Tractor with a
7x16’ double axel Trailer
Tractor, runs very good,
but there is a problem
with the electrical system.

$5750, OBO for BOTH. Located at 91 Covenant
Dr. Dothan. Tractor is kept in a garage so
please call 334-792-3553 for appointment.

DODGE 2006 GRAND CARAVAN: DARK GREEN,
FRONT/REAR AC, AT, PB, PS, PW, PDL, CC, TILT,
AM/FM CD, TOW PKG. 74,000 MILES. $5995.00
334-684-3273

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
Call Jim 334-379-4953

WANTING TO BUY USED CAR
RUNNING CONDITION.

334-596-1115.

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

In-Home Companion
care, Overnight
Sitting, Cooking,
Housekeeping and
Transportation

Markita 334-648-5530 Licensed & Bonded

POOLE
ASPHALT & CONCRETE

û û û
Driveways Parking Lots
Access Roads Building Slabs
Side Walks Curbs
Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt

Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs

Call 334-492-2235
Dothan, AL

Roy Poole Brent Poole
Estimator Owner

CHAD’s USED CARS
Come spend your income taxes with us
$$$$$ and save hundreds $$$$$

û Buy Here û Pay Hereû
OVER 50 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s

We appreciate your business !!!

MORRISON Bush Hogging
Call: 334-200-5297

(Licensed and Insured)
Call for FREE Estimates.
r 5 years Cutting in
The Wiregrass!

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE
• Home • Church • Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

BEST SERVICE! BEST PRICE!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)

2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

Myers Construction LLC

Professional Quality Concrete
& Block Service. Free Est . 150 mile
radius from Dothan 334-447-7853
josephdmyers1@gmail.com

See us on facebook ( Joey Myers)
Milled Asphalt parking lots & driveways

BLACK TOP SEALCOAT AND STRIPING, LLC
Residential and Commercial

* Asphalt Repair * Seal Coating * Striping
* Parking Lot Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES
Greg Mcginty Dan Mcginty
850-573-0080 850-658-2816

LICENSED & INSURED Lic#118000033042

Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970
LCD, LED, Plasma,
DLP & CRTunits.

Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation

ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer
Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

Surgical Land Clearing
• Forestry Mulching • Land/Lot Clearing

Contact Patrick or John Moore
at 334-714-4047 or 334-803-4281

• Brush Cutting • Small Trees • Food Plots
• Shooting Lanes • Clear Fence Rows

• Lot Beautification • Survey Line Maintenance
• Riding Trails

CARPET SERVICES

∂ Restretches
∂ Repairs

∂ Or Replacements

Call John 334-405-0493

HUSBAND FOR HIRE

Full Service Company
û 35 YEARS EXP . û

*Ceiling fans * Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets

*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry * Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist
"Let us handle your
home repair needs"

Odd Jobs to Big Jobs
Ask for Paul HFHS LLC

334-790-2659
Locally Owned

POPCORN CEILING REMOVAL
* PAINTING * TRIM *
* DRYWALL REPAIRS *

35 years experience ( Licensed & Insured )

r Free Estimates q
Call: Joe 334-441-6736

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR

Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û
û Water Proofing & Insurance Work û

(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards

References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey
House Movers
Structural
Relocation
Specialist

Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows

Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725

Cannon

Lawn Care
Mowing • Line Trimming

Edge & Blowing

Prices starting at $25.

** FREE ESTIMATES **
Call: 334-333-6669 L icensed & Insured
www.cannonlawncare.com

Professional Lawn Services
r FREE ESTIMATESq
Licensed & Bonded

Mowing * Edging * Trimming

Call Jerry 334-805-6618
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were informed about the Army’s require-
ment and the OTA process. Once the 
Army releases the RPP, industry will be 
tasked with submitting technical white 
papers, outlining the approach the com-
pany would use to integrate the FUA 
mission equipment package components 
into a commercial derivative aircraft. The 
white papers are reviewed by the Fixed 

Wing Project Office and are based on 
their technical merit and ability to meet 
the program requirements. Industry will 
receive feedback from the Army, allow-
ing them to refine their approach prior 
to submitting their official proposals. 
After all proposals are evaluated, two vi-
able vendors will be selected to enter the 
prototype demonstration phase. The pro-
totypes will be required to demonstrate 
technical requirements, production feasi-

bility and military application. 
“We had a good turnout today which 

means there is still interest in FUA,” Lt. 
Col. Jeff Jablonski, the transport aircraft 
product manager, said. “I’m looking for-
ward to seeing the prototypes that industry 
develops and how they can improve the 
mission of the transport aircraft fleet.”

The next step in getting the FUA pro-
gram off the ground will be the release of 
the RPP, slated to occur later this month.

Upon successful delivery of the two pro-
totypes, PEO Aviation will evaluate the col-
lected data and provide a recommendation 
to the Department of the Army for follow-
on production. 

The FUA will replace the Army’s aging 
C-12 and C-26 aircraft that have reached 
the end of their useful life. These aircraft 
transport personnel and equipment through-
out the country and in theater -- a mission 
FUA will continue to execute.

The unit’s participation provided greater insight on 
processes and procedures used to protect mission-critical 
resources.

Those training exchanges are all part of the goals of 
the SPP.

“The SPP assures our allies, deters our enemies, pro-
vides access to critical regions, and forges long-lasting 
relationships around the globe,” said U.S. Air Force Gen. 
Joseph L. Lengyel, chief of the National Guard Bureau, 
in a May 10 letter to the force. 

Through the partnership with Estonia, the Maryland 
Guard has played a key role in promoting regional coop-
eration and stability.

“Through SPP, the Maryland Guard and Estonian 
Defenses strengthen our alliance and supports all other 
NATO allies and partners as well,” said Army Maj. Gen. 
John L. Gronski, U.S. Army Europe’s deputy command-
ing general for Army National Guard, during a visit to 
the exercise training areas May 11. 

Gronski met with Maryland Guard intelligence and 
special operations Soldiers to address the importance 
of the exercise and how their participation fits within 
overall National Guard training opportunities through-
out Europe. 

“When the Maryland Guard comes here they also 
strengthen their own readiness, which helps them seam-
lessly deploy alongside Estonian [partners], contributing 
to the overall SPP,” he said.

Several congressional representatives 
attended and spoke at the event, includ-
ing Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith, Sen Roger 
Wicker and Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant. 
They recognized the Airbus workforce, 
applauding their efforts in production of a 
capability that supports the U.S. Army and 
Soldiers. 

The UH-72A Lakota is a versatile plat-

form that operates in permissive, non-hos-
tile environments, employed to support a 
wide array of non-combat missions. Bring-
ing the modern twin-engine digital aircraft 
helicopters into to the fleet to replace the 
TH-67 and OH-58A/C allows the Army to 
save money by divesting obsolete aircraft 
that are more costly to maintain. 

“The Army increased the operational 
requirement for the UH-72A Lakota plat-
form by 35 in order to meet force structure 

increases and to retire aging TH-67 and 
OH-58A/C aircraft,” said Regina Bublitz, 
product manager for light helicopters. 
“Aircraft number 413 marks the first de-
livery of an additional 17 aircraft going to 
the United States Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence (Fort Rucker, Ala.) as the pri-
mary Initial Entry Rotary Wing training 
aircraft.” 

Besides supporting the initial entry rota-
ry-wing training mission a number of the 

Lakotas purchased under this contract are 
earmarked to support observer/controller 
missions at the Army’s Combat Training 
Centers

“The Lakota is a combat enabler that 
provides critical assets to support Home-
land Security and disaster response mis-
sions including reconnaissance, air move-
ment, civil command and control, search 
and rescue, medical evacuation and casu-
alty evacuation,” said Bublitz.

3823 Ross Clark Crcle NW, Dothan, AL 36303 • www.jmsknnerhonda.com • 334-671-8100

IT JUST

FEELS RIGHT!

Jim Skinner
Honda

GOING ON NOW!

2005 Honda Pilot EX L

2017 Toyota Yaris IA

$1

85

2017 Nissan Altima S

$1

50

2015 Honda CR-V LX
100,000 MILE WARRANTY

970

2013 Hyundai Genesis

$1

80

$

90

2017 Honda Accord EX-L
9,902 MILES - 100,000 MILE WARRANTY

$

0

2013 Honda Pilot Touring
LOADED

0

2016 Toyota Corolla LE
LOADED

$

2012 Honda CR-V EX-L

$

2014 Honda CR-V EX-L
NAVI - 100,000 MILE WARRANTY

0

2016 Honda Pilot Touring
LOADED

5

O

TENT SALE

$14

$13,98

$4,98

22,990

$14,9

$18

$14,98

$18,97

$26,9

$15,650

$3

$26,990
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Continued from Page B1

Lakota

Continued from Page B1

Defense

Continued from Page B1

Ut ility
Estonian Defense Force personnel from 2nd Brigade conduct recon and react to contact 
missions May 6 during Exercise Hedgehog in southern Estonia

PHOTO BY MAJ. KURT M. RAUSCHENBERG
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Fort Rucker volunteers from various organizations around the installation were recognized for their efforts during the volunteer of 
the quarter ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum May 16. Those recognized were: Sara Lewis, Sgt. 1st Class Angel Negron, 
Hope Krumm, Haley Foster, Whitney Simplice, Deana Simpson, all of 1st Aviation Brigade; Louis Eckland, Lyster Army Health Clinic 
American Red Cross; Elesa Johnson, Shalene Schmidt, Emily Grace, Jamie Petro, Annell Lough, Morgan Robison, all of the Fort 
Rucker Parent Teacher Association; Sgt. 1st Class James Bryant, NCO Academy; Maria Denzine, Fallon Jackson, Ronnie Perigo, all 
of the post chapel; Heather Conway, Jennifer Finlay, Cameron Hardy, Christina Hardy, Sarah Johnson, Anna Radema-Pijiffers, Jenna 
Robbins, Makayla Robbins, Maricris Robbins, Heather Ward, all of the School of Army Aviation Medicine; Sedwick McLeod, Elizabeth 
Tirol, and Julianne Villanida, all of Army Community Service.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

VO LUNTEERS O F THE Q UA RTER

Although the South has been 
soaked with rain lately, the 
clouds parted and the sun shone 
through as hundreds made their 
way to Fort Rucker’s own beach 
destination.

Fort Rucker Outdoor Recre-
ation’s Day at the Lake on West 
Beach at Lake Tholocco of-
ficially kicked off the summer 
swim season May 19 as people 
took to the waters, basked on the 
beaches and enjoyed some fun in 
the sun.

The event featured swimming, 
inflatable bounce houses, games, 
volleyball, and the use of wa-
tercraft and more, but for most 
family members, the simple act 
of being on the lake on a hot day 
was enough for them.

“The summers in the South 
are notoriously hot and humid, 
so to be able to finally get in the 
water and get some relief is what 
we’ve been looking forward to 
all year,” said Sue Anne Baker, 
civilian from Enterprise. “(Lake 
Tholocco) is one of our favorite 
places to come during the sum-
mer because it’s just right here – 
it’s a great place to come when 
we don’t want to drive too far.”

Baker said she and her two 
children enjoyed time in the 
paddleboats to explore the wa-
ters of the lake, but the bulk of 
their time was spent in the water 
cooling off.

“My kids love to swim – that’s 
their favorite thing to do in the 
summer,” said the mother of 
two. “It doesn’t matter what time 
of year it is, they just want to go 
swimming, so it makes me happy 
that summer is finally here and 
we can come here whenever we 
have time.”

Not everyone enjoys taking to 
the water, though, but still enjoy 
their time in the sun. For Emily 
Stanton, military spouse, West 
Beach provides the one thing 
she’s looking for when summer 
comes around – a beach.

“I’m not big on getting in the 
water, but I do love a beach,” 
said Stanton. “It’s not always 
easy to make time to make it 
down to Panama City (Beach) 
or Destin, (Florida), so this is a 
great alternative. You’ve still got 
the beach you can lay out in and 
get some of that same feel, and I 
appreciate that.”

Although Day at the Lake pro-

vided families with a bit of fun in 
the sun, it was only a sampling of 
what Fort Rucker ODR and Lake 
Tholocco have to offer, said Me-
lissa Kelley, ODR lead recreation 
assistant.

“West Beach is just a small part 
of Lake Tholocco’s 640 acres 
that people can take in through-
out the summer season,” said 
Kelley. “We also have 22 beauti-
ful cabins that are available for 
rent (through) Lake Tholocco 
lodging, and fishing, canoeing 
and jet skiing are just a few more 
things ODR has to offer.”

Throughout the summer, West 

Beach will be open Fridays-
Sundays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
through Labor Day, and patrons 
will need to purchase swimming 
wrist bands from the West Beach 
swimming area. Daily passes 
will be free for those 2 and un-
der, and cost $1.50 for ages 3-12, 
$2.25 for ages 13-17, and $3 for 
ages 18 and older.

The beach also features nine 
pavilions available for rent 
throughout the summer swim 
season, two of which are indoor 
and air conditioned, accord-
ing to Kelley. The rental rates 
range from $25-$85 per day 

with weekly rates available, as 
well, and there are also canopies 
available for rent ranging from 
10’x10’ to 20’x30’, along with 
folding chairs, tables and basi-
cally anything people need for 
outdoor parties.

ODR also features boat rentals 
that people can use to take to the 
water, ranging from Jon boats to 
pontoon boats to ski boats and 
even jet skis that are available on 
a first-come, first-served basis, 
said the recreation assistant.

To be eligible for the boat rent-
als, people must be a DOD civil-
ian, active-duty military or a re-

tired service member. Boat rental 
prices depend on the amount of 
time people would like the boat 
for.

Boaters are not required to 
have the Alabama vessel require-
ments to rent boats, said Kelley, 
but they do need to complete 
the Fort Rucker Boater Safety 
Course, which consists of 25 
questions and is an open-book 
exam that people can take free 
of charge. The course must be 
taken on site at the ODR service 
center.

For more information, call 
255-4305.

CW3 Andrew Northampton, 1st Battalion, 13th Aviatio n Regiment, buries his daughter, Amelia, in the 
sands of West Beach at Lake Tholocco during Day at the Lake May 19.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Day at the Lake delivers swimming, games, boating, more
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

FUN IN THE SUN

Families take to the waters of Lake Tholocco Day at the Lake.

Children play on the wa-
ter trampoline in the en-
closed swimming area 
on West Beach at Lake 
Tholocco.
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The Landing Zone renovation 
The Landing Zone kitchen is currently 

undergoing a kitchen renovation to help 
it better serve the Fort Rucker commu-
nity, according to Directorate of Family, 
and Morale, Welfare and Recreation of-
ficials. During the renovation, The Land-
ing Zone will be closed; however, food 
and beverage operations will continue in 
the Legends room next to the main ball-
room. Lunch and dinner operations will 
have a slightly adjusted menu during 
this time. The Coffee Zone will also be 
relocated to the main lobby area of The 
Landing. 

For more information, call 255-0768.

Child care available
The Fort Rucker School Age Center 

has spaces available for before and af-
ter school care. The school age center 
is available for children kindergarten 
through fifth grade. 

For more information, call 255-9638.

Employment Readiness Program 
Workshop

Fort Rucker Army Community Service 
will host the Employment Readiness Pro-
gram Workshop May 24, and June 7 and 
18 from 8:45-11:30 a.m. in Bldg. 5700, 
Rm. 350. Attendees will learn essentials 
about how to craft a resume, prep for job 
interview and other helpful tips. Regis-
tration is required.

For more information or to register, 
call 255-2594.

WWI Presentation
Bob Barlow will give the second half 

of his WWI presentation, “Naval War-
fare in World War I,” May 24 at noon 
at the Aviation Technical Library. The 
focus of the presentation will be on the 
great naval battles of World War I and 
their impact on the course of the war. The 
event is open to authorized patrons and is 
EFMP friendly.

For more information, call 255-3885.

Stars and Strikes
People are invited to the Rucker Lanes 

Bowling Center for Stars and Strikes 
May 28 for Memorial Day. Patrons can 
enjoy 25-cent games and 50-cent shoe 
rental per person. The event will run all 
day and is open to the public.

For more information, call 255-9503.

School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center will offer its 

summer camp for children Kindergar-
ten through 5th grade starting May 29 
through August 3. The camps will be 
offered every Mondays - Fridays from 
8:30-11 am. The following camps will 
be available: dinosaur/fossil, rainforest/
jungle, forensic/human body and solar 
system/space. Each camp will last for 2 
weeks and will give children an oppor-
tunity to meet new friends, do arts and 
crafts, go swimming and bowling each 
weekly, and learn life skills. Breakfast, 
lunch and snacks will be served daily. 
All children must be enrolled with child 
and youth services and fees must be paid 
weekly.

For more information, call 255-9108 
or 255-9638.

Youth Center Summer Camp
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will 

host its Summer Camp for ages 11-18 
May 31 through August 3, Mondays-
Fridays from 7:30 am to 1:00 pm. Open 
recreation hours will be from 1-8 p.m., 
Mondays-Thursday, and 1-10:30 p.m. on 
Fridays. Saturdays will be for recreation 
only, and the center will be open till 11 
p.m. There is a cost for camp times but 
will be no cost for open recreation hours. 
All youth must be registered with child 
and youth services.

For more information, call 255-9108 
or 255-9638.

Fort Rucker Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host the Fort 

Rucker Right Arm Night May 31 from 
4-6 p.m at The Legends in The Landing. 
Right Arm Night is an Army tradition, 
promoting a night of camaraderie and es-
prit de corps as leaders come together and 
treat those who help them accomplish the 
mission. Complimentary appetizers will 
be served while supplies last. Right Arm 
Night is held every month, and both mili-
tary and civilians are welcome. 

For more information, call 255-0768. 

Kids Golf Clinic
Silver Wings Golf Course will host a 

Kids Golf Clinic conducted by PGA Pro 
Ty Andersen on Tuesdays in June and 
July for children ages 6-8 and Fridays 
in June and July for children ages 9-18. 
Cost is $89 for children 6-8 and $125 for 
children 9-18. The Tuesday clinics will 
be held from 9:30-10:30 a.m. June 5, 
12, 19 and 26, and July 10, 17, 24 and 
31. The Friday clinics will be held from 
9:30-10:30 a.m. June 8, 15, 22 and 29, 
and July 13, 20, 27 and August 3. For 
more information, call 255-0089.

Soccer Registration
Youth Soccer registration is open June 

1 through July 31, and practice will begin 
August 6. Cost for registration is $25 for 
ages 3-4 and $45 for ages 5-14. Soccer 
is available in the following age groups: 
3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, and 13-14. All 
registrants must also be registered with 
Child Youth Services and have a current 
sports physical. A parents meeting will 
be held at the Youth Center, Bldg. 2800, 
on August 2 at 6 p.m. Prospective coach-
es are needed.

For more information on registration 
or coaching, call 255-2257, 255-2254 or 
255-9638.

Football and Cheerleading 
Registration

Youth football and cheerleading reg-
istration is open June1 through July 31. 
Cost for football registration is $65 per 
child and age groups are 9-10 and 11-
12. Cost for cheerleading registration is 
$45 per child and age groups are 8-9 and 
10-11. There are also two mascot spots 
available for each age group and cost is 
$25 per child. Practices will begin Au-
gust 6 and a parents meeting will be held 
at the Youth Center, Bldg. 2800, August 
1 at 6 p.m. All registrants must also be 
registered with Child Youth Services and 
have a current sports physical. Prospec-
tive coaches are needed.

For more information on registration 
or coaching, call 255-2257, 255-2254 or 
255-9638.

Shipwreck Island Day Trip
MWR Central is hosting a day trip to 

Shipwreck Island Water Park in Panama 
City Beach, Florida, June 2 departing at 
8:30 a.m.. People are invited to enjoy the 
day with water slides, tipping buckets, 
lazy rivers and entire area dedicated for 
small children. The cost of the trip is $55 
per person and includes transportation to 
and from the park, meal and admission. 
The trip will depart from Bldg. 5700 and 
arrive back no later than 8 p.m. 

To sign up or for more information, 
visit MWR Central in Bldg. 5700 or call 
255-2997.

Craft Adventures
The Fort Rucker Arts and Crafts Cen-

ter hosts its Craft Adventure every Sat-
urday from June 2 to August 4 from 1-3 
p.m. Each session the center will host a 
different children’s craft adventure for 
children ages 5 and older. Cost is $10. 

For more information, call 255-9020.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for May 24-27

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

Thursday, May 24 Friday, May 25 Saturday, May 26 Sunday, May 27

A Quiet Place (PG-13) ....................7 p.m.Isle of Dogs (PG-13) .......................7 p.m. A Quiet Place (PG-13) ....................4 p.m. 
Blumhouse’s Truth or Dare (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Rampage (PG-13) ...........................1 p.m.
I Feel Pretty (PG-13) ......................4 p.m.

The Landing Zone will host the Fort Rucker Right Arm Night May 31 from 4-6 p.m at The Legends 
in The Landing. Right Arm Night is an Army tradition, promoting a night of camaraderie and esprit 
de corps as leaders come together and treat those who help them accomplish the mission. Com-
plimentary appetizers will be served while supplies last. Right Arm Night is held every month, and 
both military and civilians are welcome. 
For more information, call 255-0768. 

FILE PHOTO

Fort  Rucker Right  Arm Night

DFMWR 

SPOTLIGHT



FORT POLK, La. – Baseball, cars, guns 
– many young boys share hobbies and pas-
times with the patriarchs of their family. 

However, very few can say they’ve 
passed on combat advising as a family tra-
dition. 

This is true for Capt. Christopher J. Col-
lins, operations adviser for 2nd Battalion, 
1st Security Force Assistance Brigade and 
Apollo Beach, Florida, native. 

Military children who later go on to join 
the armed services are not uncommon, 
but sharing the unique and distinct back-
ground of training, advising, assisting, 
accompanying and enabling partner forc-
es – decades apart and in separate major 
campaigns – is a rarity. 

Collins’ grandfather, retired Capt. James 
R. Collins, served in the Army as a mem-
ber of the Vietnam Military Assistance 
Advisory Group in the 1950s. Under the 
Truman administration, South Vietnam, 
Laos and Cambodia were key areas that 
America and its allies could not allow to 
be occupied by the communist Viet Cong.

The U.S. government decided it would 
be necessary to organize a specialized 
group of troops in order to coordinate 
seizing, procurement, and dissemination 

of supplies and equipment.
Enter the Vietnam MAAG, a small 

number of selected Soldiers charged with 
the essential and daunting task of assisting 
in the training of South Vietnamese troops 
and advising on strategies.

“He said back then they had two cap-
tains, and three or four noncommissioned 
officers,” said Collins. “That was their 
version of a combat adviser team. They 
had six months of language training, some 
cultural classes and then your typical pre-
deployment training.”

Collins is assigned to the 1st SFAB, 
on track to deploy to Afghanistan in the 
spring of 2018 to complete the same mis-
sion as his grandfather – nearly 60 years 
later and in completely different parts of 
the world. 

This validates the Army Chief of Staff, 
Gen. Mark A. Milley’s, reason for creating 
the SFABs – advise and assist missions is 
an enduring effort that is here to stay. 

Collins, who already had quite an ex-
tensive military background, jumped at 
the opportunity to volunteer for the SFAB 
when it was presented to him. He credits 
the advice of not only his grandfather, but 
his father as well – retired Navy Lt. Cmdr. 
James W. Collins, a former SEAL. 

“They both said that I would be a good 
fit for it,” said Collins. “My grandpa said 

‘there’s more similarities between people, 
than differences.’ And that’s something I 
always saw to be true throughout my time 
overseas, in addition to being a language 
major.”

While this is Collin’s first deployment as 
a combat advisor, he said the lifelike train-
ing he has received during the 1st SFAB’s 
rotation at the Joint Readiness Training 
Center at Folk Polk, Louisiana, along with 
the personal anecdotes his grandfather has 
passed along to him, has prepared him and 
he’s eager to play his part in the advise and 
assist operation. 

“I’ve learned very quickly that there’s 
strength in numbers,” said Collins. “So 
working alongside these partners from 
other countries and combining thoughts, 
and ideas can produce results with lasting 
impacts.”

The frontline has drastically changed 
from Collins’ grandfather’s time in the 
Army – the rules of engagements have 
evolved and the enemy is not always uni-
formed. However, the need for specially 
trained and equipped combat advisors has 

persisted throughout the years. 
Collins hopes his time in the SFAB and 

the training and guidance the unit brings 
will resonate with the Afghan partners he 
works alongside with – similar to the in-
fluence he believes his grandfather left on 
the soldiers of Vietnam. 

“It’s been an awesome experience,” 
said Collins. “The training I’ve received 
is some of the best I have ever gotten in 
the Army – and I’ve been to Combat Dive 
School, Ranger School and the French 
Forces Command School. Here, it’s a unit 
with a real mission with a real focus.”

Collin’s grandfather deployed to Viet-
nam and retired from the Army as a cap-
tain, the same rank Collins will deploy 
to Afghanistan as. While many Soldiers 
during Vietnam were drafted – Collins’ 
grandfather volunteered. 

“He’s always been a hard worker,” said 
Collins. “He taught me as a young kid how 
to fold the flag, raise it and bring it back 
down. He’s been an amazing role model 
and I hope to make him proud.”
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By Staff Sgt. Sierra A. Melendez
For Army News Service

Retired Navy Lt. Cmdr. James W. Collins, a former Navy SEAL; Capt. 
Christopher J. Collins, a combat adviser with the 1st Security Force 
Assistance Brigade; and retired Army Capt. James R. Collins pose 
for a photo at the Maneuver Center of Excellence at Fort Benning, 
Ga., in 2013 following Collins’ graduation. 
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1st SFAB officer follows in grandfather’s footsteps

Bringing People Together Thru Faith

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also

am of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

ARMY FLIER

214 S. Man Street • Enterprse
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the

Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist ChurchM

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH

DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups

(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvneyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love

will change the world”

AAFES opens new  restaurants 
at  Fort  Rucker Mini Mall Express

The Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service at Fort Rucker 
celebrated the grand opening of 
Hunt Brothers Pizza and J. Walken 
Chicken May 18.

Maj. Carl Warren, Fort Rucker 
garrison executive officer helped 
exchange leaders cut the ribbon on 
the two new quick-serve restau-
rants, both of which are located in 
the mini mall express.

“We are honored to bring these 
convenient new dining options to 
Fort Rucker,” said Ralph Kleeman, 
general manager. “Their addition to 
the mini mall express will help the 
exchange better meet the needs of 
Soldiers on the go while generating 
critical funds for Quality-of-Life 
programs at Fort Rucker.”

Hunt Brothers Pizza is the first 
pizza restaurant at Fort Rucker 
since the closure of Anthony’s 
Pizza at the main store food court 
2 ½ years ago. In addition to grab-
and-go pizzas, Hunt Brothers Pizza 
offers custom-made pies with up to 
10 toppings at no additional cost, 
wings and boneless WingBites.

J. Walken Chicken offers chicken 
sandwiches and tenders, breakfast 
sandwiches, Tater-Bites, and more. 
Diners can pick from sauces includ-
ing honey mustard, buffalo blue 
cheese, chipotle maple and the res-
taurant’s signature J. Walken sauce.

One hundred percent of the Fort 
Rucker Exchange’s earnings ben-
efit Soldiers and military families, 
including critical quality-of-life 
programs, such as military uniforms 
at cost, affordable school lunches 
for warfighters’ children overseas, 
child development centers, youth 
programs, fitness centers, and ca-

reer opportunities for spouses, vet-
erans and wounded warriors – the 
exchange has hired 1,000 wounded 
warriors since 2010.

The Fort Rucker Exchange mini 
mall is at Bldg. 6600. Hunt Broth-
ers Pizza and J. Walken Chicken are 
open from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. Mon-
days through Thursdays, 6 a.m. to 
midnight Fridays and Saturdays, 
and 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sundays. 

For more information, call 334-
503-9338.

Army and Air Force 
Exchange Service
Press Release

A Soldier places an order at J. Walken Chicken, a new quick-serve restaurant that opened May 18 at the Fort 
Rucker Mini Mall Express. Another grab-and-go dining option, Hunt Brothers Pizza, opened the same day.

AAFES PHOTOS

Maj. Carl Warren, Fort 
Rucker garrison executive 
officer, helps exchange 
leaders cut the ribbon on 
Hunt Brothers Pizza and J. 
Walken Chicken, two new 
quick-serve restaurants at 
the Mini Mall Express, dur -
ing a May 18 grand open -
ing ceremony.



Jason KeenRetired Sgt. 1stClass

MICHELL CDJR

*See dealer for detals.

G
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Tips 

to quit 

tobacco

Use the 5 Ds to 
help with urges
Deep•  breathing — Take 

slow deep breaths to 

feel relaxed and in con-

trol.

Drink•  water — Drink at 

least 8 glasses of water 

a day to flush out nico-

tine from your system.

Do•  something else to 

keep busy. 

Discuss•  your urge with 

a friend or family mem-

ber.

Delay• — Don’t reach 

for tobacco right away. 

The urge to smoke 

passes in 3 to 5 min-

utes whether a person 

smokes or not.

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

ElbaEnterprise

Enterprise’s

2nd Location Now Open!

(7 Days a Week)

6580 Boll Weevil Circle

Jacksonian Guard Colors Ceremony
People are welcome to celebrate Florida becoming a 

U.S. territory in Pensacola, where the original ceremo-
ny took place on July 17, 1821. The Jacksonian Guard 
is a Pensacola re-enactment group of Jacksonian era and 
Spanish soldiers, fifers and drummers who perform a col-
ors ceremony the third Saturday of each month at noon in 
Plaza Ferdinand on Palafox Street downtown. 

For more information, visit https://downtownpensacola.
com/businesses/jacksonian-guard.

Palafox Market
Downtown Pensacola hosts its Palafox Market Satur-

days from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays at Martin Luther 
King Plaza. Admission is free to the market that features 
fresh produce, live plants, baked goods, fine art, antiques 
and more. Items originate directly from onsite vendors 

who grow, make, or create the fruits, vegetables, herbs 
and art for sale, according to organizers. The event takes 
place rain or shine.

For more information, call 850-434-5371 or visit http://
palafoxmarket.com/.

Southern Thunder
Inspired by the Alabama Gang’s influence on auto rac-

ing, Vulcan Park and Museum showcases its latest Linn-
Henley Gallery exhibition through December. Southern 
Thunder: The Legacy of Alabama Auto Racing, presented 
by the Jefferson County Commission, will showcase hair-
raising stories and bring to life the impact that auto rac-
ing in Alabama had on the regional and national scenes, 
according to organizers. The exhibit relives this thrilling 
piece of Alabama history when driving by the seat of 
your pants wasn’t a figure of speech and explains why 
this legacy is the foundation for auto racing in Alabama 
today.

Daily admission rates: adults, $6; Seniors (65 and old-

er) and military, $5; children ages 5-12, $4; and children 4 
years and younger are admitted for free.

For more information, visit http://visitvulcan.com/.

Montgomery cruise
Montgomery’s parks and recreation department wel-

comes people to come down to the river and experience 
history while enjoying a relaxing cruise on the city’s 
greatest downtown attraction, the Harriott II Riverboat. 
Docked beside the uniquely built Riverwalk Amphithe-
ater, this elegant 19th century riverboat is center stage of 
Montgomery’s entertainment district. The Harriott II of-
fers dinner, dancing, and live entertainment. 

To reserve the boat for an event, call 334-625-2100. For 

ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 
80 has regular meetings the second Monday 
of the month, starting at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Legion Hall. For more information, call 222-
7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.
org.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 80 hosts a dance with live music every 
Saturday from 7:30-11:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TVs 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For 
more information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 
598-6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber 
of Commerce office in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For more 
information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

JUNE 2 — First Saturday Family Day 
takes place at the Wiregrass Museum of Art 
from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The free event 
invites children and families to explore 
WMA together. A free come-and-go art 
activity for kids of all ages is offered the 
first Saturday of every month. All supplies 
are provided and no pre-registration is 
required. Each Saturday will feature a 
different project, and special additional 
activities are included some Saturdays. 
During June’s event, visitors will design and 
construct an accordion-fold book and create 
drawings, quotes or doodles to put in the 
pockets. Gallery and garden activities for 
kids of all ages are also available. For more 
information, call 794-3871 or visit http://
www.wiregrassmuseum.org/.

JUNE 7 — “Mending, Memory and 
Placemaking.” an artist talk with Douglas 
Pierre Baulos, will be held at the Wiregrass 
Museum of Art from 6-7 p.m. Baulos will 
speak about his WMA exhibition “Alabama 
Reckoner” and share his thoughts on 
creative placemaking. The exhibition is on 
display at WMA through June 30. For more 

information, call 794-3871 or visit https://
www.wiregrassmuseum.org/.

ONGOING — Ballroom dancing 
lessons are offered Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Cultural Arts Center. Lessons will teach 
the Fox Trot, East Coast Swing, Rumba and 
Waltz. The cost will be $2 per person per 
night. For more information, call 791-9407.

ONGOING — The Tri-States Coin Club 
meets the third Monday of each month at 
7 p.m. in the back room of Interco Coins 
located at 2314 Ross Clark Circle. Described 
as designed for all ages, the event begins with 
a short meeting followed by a coin auction. 
For more information, call 393-2376.

 ONGOING — Wiregrass Suicide 
Prevention Services holds bi-monthly 
suicide survivor support groups the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at 6 p.m. 
at 148 E. Main Street. The support groups 
are for anyone who has lost a friend or loved 
one to suicide. Children’s groups are also 
available. For more information, call 792-
9814.

ENTERPRISE

ONGOING — Every Monday and 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. the city of 
Enterprise hosts line dancing.  Fee is $3 per 
class. For more information, call 348-2684 
or visit www.cityofenterprise.net. 

ONGOING — Enterprise State 
Community College holds classes to teach 
English as a second language at the Fort 
Rucker campus Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 9 a.m. until noon in Bldg. 4502, Rm. 
131. 

ONGOING — Reformers Unanimous, a 
national Christ-centered addictions program 
headquartered in Rockford, Illinois, is 
starting a chapter in Enterprise. Faith Baptist 
Church, 4481 Rucker Boulevard, will host 
the program Fridays from 7-9 p.m. The 
program is open to all adults who struggle 
with an addiction. For more information, 
call 790-2058.

ONGOING — Mondays through 
Thursdays each month, Aqua Zumba and 
EPRD water aerobics will be held by 
instructor Natalie Showers from 7-8 p.m. 
Price is $5 per class and registration is not 
required. For more information, call 348-
2684. 

GENEVA

ONGOING — The Geneva County Re-
lay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 

month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For 
more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to 
town hall meetings on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 
Hinton Waters Ave. For more information, 
call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING — The Disabled American 
Veterans Wiregrass Chapter 99 Veterans 
Assistance office is open Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9-11:00 a.m. except on 
federal holidays. The office is located in the 
town hall.

ONGOING — Adult education classes 
are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton 
High School, 210 South Tyler St., Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 
are free for individuals 16 years old or 
older who are not enrolled in public school. 
Individuals must take an assessment test 
prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 
more information.

OZARK

JUNE 9-23 — “Making Alabama,” a 
bicentennial traveling exhibit, comes to the 
Dowling Museum’s Ann Rudd Art Center 
downtown to commemorate Alabama’s 
200-year history. The exhibit will be 
open for viewing from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday. The exhibit will 
feature interactive computer tablets and 
audio medleys of song and spoken word 
highlighting Alabama’s history. The public 
is invited to an opening celebration June 9 
from 6-8 p.m. For more information, call 
618-6223.

ONGOING — The Friends of Ozark 
holds a monthly meeting on the second 
Monday of every month at 6 p.m. at the 
Ozark-Dale County Library. For more 
information, send an email to jnbull@gmail.
com, call 334-774-1127, send an email to 
mariel.l.clark@gmail.com, or call 334-777-
1156.

ONGOING — Every Wednesday, the 
Ozark-Dale County Public Library hosts 
free Wii Zumba from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Teens 
and adults are invited. For more information, 
call 774-5480.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Methodist 
Church. For more information, call 983-
3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 
meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

ONGOING — The Samson City Council 
meets monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 
5:30 p.m. at the Samson Community Center. 

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 
Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex 
is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with finger 
foods and refreshments. For more information, 
call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

JUNE 10 — The New Hope Freewill 
Baptist Church, 3819 County Road 31, 
Abbeville, will host  Youth Day beginning 
at 2:30 p.m. Pastor James Turner of First 
Baptist Church in Shorterville and Saint 
Paul Missionary Baptist Church in Abbeville 
will deliver the sermon.  The theme will be 
“Teach One, Reach One!” Refreshments will 
be served.

JUNE 14 — The U.S. Army Warrant 
Officers Association “Above the Best” Silver 
Chapter meets at 11:46 a.m. in Rms. 4 and 
5 at Swartworth Hall, 5302 Outlaw Street, 
Fort Rucker. In addition to normal monthly 
meeting activity, attendees will discuss plans 
for the 100th anniversary celebration of the 
U.S. Army Warrant Officer in July. Lunch 
and refreshments will be served.  For more 
information, call 703-665-7004.

ONGOING — A German coffee takes 
place the last Thursday of every month except 
November at 10 a.m. at The Landing on Fort 
Rucker. The group has been meeting for more 
than 40 years.

ONGOING — The Marine Corps League, 
Wiregrass Det. 752, welcomes all Marines, 
Navy corpsmen and chaplains, and their 
families, to its monthly meetings. Meetings 
are held the first Thursday of each month at 7 
p.m.  Attendees are welcome to arrive early for 
food and camaraderie. The next meeting will 
be at the Golden Corral in Dothan. For more 
information, call 718-4168 or 805-7335.

Wiregrass community calendar

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JEREMY HENDERSON WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHENDERSON@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
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DOTHAN
VOLKSWAGEN

EUROPEANSUPERSTORE!
2730 Ross ClaRk CRCle • Dothan • 334-726-6356 • 877-554-8896

2018
CHEVY SILVERADO

1500 LT
Stock # PC1614

SPRINGTIME SPECIAL

$29,849

LEXUS ES 350
Stock # PC11450A

SPRINGTIME SPECIAL

$24,841,

GMC SIERRA
2500 HD DENALI

Stock # PC1618

SPRINGTIME SPECIAL

$42,995

2014
MERCEDES-BENZ E350

Stock # PC1585A

SPRINGTIME SPECIAL

$21,899

2017
NISSAN

FRONTIER SV
Stock # PC1555

SPRINGTIME SPECIAL

$22,985

JEEP WRANGLER
UNLIMITED SAHARA

Stock # PC1620A

SPRINGTIME SPECIAL

$16,999,

GMC YUKON DENALI
Stock # PC1596

SPRINGTIME SPECIAL

$39,988

VOLVO V60
Stock # PC1565

SPRINGTIME SPECIAL

$32,780

SHOP ONLINE AT: DOTHANVW.COM

2018 Jetta

2018 Passat

2018 Atlas

2018 Tiguan

2018 J tt

Power to the
volks.



JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-
HICKAM, Hawaii — Johnie Webb’s cor-
ner office is full of memories from a grim 
but fulfilling mission.

As the Army veteran leans over his 
desk – strewn with gifts given to him over 
the course of a 40-year career – he grabs a 
wooden box and pulls out a modest brace-
let. Engraved on stainless steel reads the 
name of a staff sergeant killed in the Viet-
nam War.

When he begins to share the story of 
how he received it, his light blue eyes 
well up with tears.

“I keep it on my desk, because this is 
what we’re all about,” said Webb, deputy 
of outreach and communications for the 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency.

Since 1975, Webb has traveled dozens 
of times to former combat zones as a Sol-
dier and later as a civilian for the joint 
agency or one of its predecessors. The 
agency is responsible for locating the re-
mains of the more than 82,000 Americans 
who are still missing from past conflicts.

While much of his time had been in 
search of those fallen service members, 
Webb, 72, is now an advocate for their 
families who continue to wait for up-
dates.

“I’m not going to say closure, because 
I’m not sure if there ever is closure when 
you lose a loved one. But at least [we can] 
provide them answers and give that loved 
one back,” he said. “That’s extremely im-
portant and I’m honored to play a small 
part.”

VIETNAM VETERAN
Early in his Army career, Webb, a re-

tired lieutenant colonel, led convoys as a 
logistics officer all over Vietnam to en-
sure bases had fuel for operations during 
the war.

Under the constant threat of roadside 
bombs and ambushes, he briefed his Sol-
diers to move their vehicle out of the road 
if it were ever hit so other vehicles could 
escape.

“If you block the road, then we’re all 
done,” he recalled saying.

During one of those missions, a Soldier 
did just that after a rocket-propelled gre-
nade struck the cab of his 5-ton vehicle 
and left him with severe burns.

His sacrifice was something Webb nev-
er forgot.

“Unfortunately, he didn’t survive,” he 
said. “But he probably saved the rest of us 
by doing what we were trained to do and 
that was to get his truck off the road.”

A few years after his tour, the Army as-
signed Webb to the Central Identification 
Laboratory-Thailand, which was later 
moved to Hawaii and consolidated into 
DPAA.

The role of the new unit was to find the 
remains of Americans from the Vietnam 
War.

At first, he was confused, he said, since 
he knew nothing about the organization or 
its mission. In the Army’s eyes, though, 
he was qualified for the job because as a 
young lieutenant he once took a course on 
graves registration.

It would eventually come full circle for 
Webb in 1985, when he was chosen to 
lead the first recovery team into Vietnam 
only a decade after the end of the war.

“It became very personal for me,” he 
said, regarding the sacrifices made by 
fallen comrades. “We couldn’t let them 
be forgotten.”

Being back in Vietnam was initially 
“unnerving,” he said. After all, he had 
once fought an enemy there and it was 
uncertain how his team would be treated.

The mission was to search for human 
remains from a B-52 bomber crash site 
near Hanoi. But the team’s visit to Viet-
nam was also an opportunity to rebuild 
the diplomatic relationship between the 

former warring nations.
The Vietnamese still distrusted Ameri-

cans then, he said, and even photographed 
his team with cameras that were crudely 
hidden in briefcases.

Now, more than 30 years after that 
first mission, Vietnamese officials work 
closely with the DPAA teams that rotate 
in and out of the country each year. The 
agency is even permitted to permanently 
base one of its detachments in Hanoi to 
support teams as they search for roughly 
1,600 Americans missing from that war.

“We were there before we had diplo-
matic relations. We were there before an 
embassy was ever established,” Webb 
said. “A lot of groundbreaking effort went 
into getting us to where we are today.”

NORTH KOREA
While the agency’s mission started with 

the work to account for those lost in Viet-
nam, it grew to include sites from World 
War II, the Korean War, the Cold War and 
other conflicts.

Webb was again behind another pio-
neering effort, but this time in North Ko-
rea. He and others took several trips to 
the country and helped negotiate with the 
North Koreans so teams could conduct 
missions at former battle sites from 1996 
to 2005.

They even traveled from the capital, 
Pyongyang, to the Chosin Reservoir, 
where a decisive battle had taken place in 
the winter of 1950. As they were driven 
through the country, Webb recalled see-
ing how desperate the North Koreans had 
lived.

“It was very interesting times,” he said, 
“but it made sure you were really appre-
ciative of being an American.”

As U.S. and North Korean governments 
currently aim to thaw relations between 
each other, Webb hopes it will lead the 
reclusive country to reopen its borders to 
the agency’s teams.

About 7,700 Americans are still unac-
counted for from the Korean War, with the 
majority believed to be in North Korea.

“If we want to get answers to the fami-
lies, and we definitely want to get them 
answers, we’re going to have to get ac-
cess back into North Korea,” he said.

With the days of digging at excavation 
sites now behind him, Webb maintains a 
pivotal role in keeping families, distin-
guished visitors and veterans service or-
ganizations apprised of agency efforts.

“I couldn’t say enough good things 

about Johnie Webb and the fact that he is 
literally one of the staunchest contributors 
to this mission,” said Kelly McKeague, 
the agency’s director.
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Johnie Webb, deputy of outreach and communications for the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 
holds an engraved lighter given to him by the families of a B-24J bomber aircrew that crashed in China 
during World War II. He and others at the agency helped bring the aircrew back home as part of a recov-
ery mission. Webb, a retired lieutenant colonel and Vietnam War veteran, has worked for the agency for 
40 years to help families reunite with their lost loved ones. 

PHOTO BY SEAN KIMMONS

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services

he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has

been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,

covering all areas of government concern including:

• Fnancal
Considerations

• Securty Volatons
• Drug Involvement

• Alcohol Consumpton
• Personal Conduct
• Crmnal Conduct
• Sexual Behavor

• Foregn Influence
• Foregn Preference
• Msuse of Informaton

Technology

Also avalable for Courts-Martal, Magstrate Court
and Admnstratve Separaton Board Defense.

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801ATTORNEYS AT LAW • 225 PRATT AVENUE • HUNSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

40 years on, Army veteran st ill st rives 
to reunite  families w ith fa llen heroes

Webb, upper right, sits with team members during a recovery mis-
sion in Papua New Guinea in 1978. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Webb holds a stainless steel bracelet given to him by the father of a 
Soldier whose remains were found by the agency. 

PHOTO BY SEAN KIMMONS

Webb points to a photo of him published in a book on U.S.-Vietnam 
diplomatic relations after the war inside his office at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. 

PHOTO BY SEAN KIMMONS

SEE VETERAN, PAGE C7



McKeague, a former Air Force major 
general, credits Webb’s “Texas roots” 
for his compassion and calm demeanor. 
There is no better person, McKeague 
said, to speak with families struggling 
with loss.

“Johnie has a sense about him to be 
able to communicate with them, to be em-
pathetic to them, and to literally not just 
be their friend but be their confidant,” he 
said. “They have so much confidence in 
him.”

FAMILY ADVOCATE
Whether in a foreign country or back 

at the headquarters in Hawaii, Webb said 
the younger troops at the agency have al-
ways impressed him.

“Most of them weren’t even born when 
the guy who they are trying to recover 
was lost,” he said. “Still, they feel that 
kinship to that military buddy who wore 
the uniform for them.”

The “grunt work” these troops – many 
of whom are Soldiers – do at an excava-
tion site can take months to years to find 
remains, if there are any. Once recovered, 
it can take even longer to identify them 
by lab staff.

While the long process sometimes 
leaves families irritated, the agency wants 
to ensure human remains are properly ex-
cavated and identified.

“Not only is it frustrating to the fami-
lies, it gets frustrating for us as well be-
cause we want to provide those answers,” 
Webb said. “We want to return that loved 
one, but we want to do it right.”

When the answers do come, some fam-
ily members do not want to believe them.

Inside a wooden box on his desk, the 
engraved bracelet reminds Webb of one 
such family member.

The father of the staff sergeant whose 
name is on the bracelet often spoke to 
Webb about his missing son before he 
was found. He had hoped his son was still 
alive and pleaded to Webb to bring him 
back.

A team then discovered remains from 
a site of a crashed helicopter, which the 
staff sergeant was on. Shortly after, Webb 
advised the father to prepare to receive 
his son’s remains so he could honor his 
life.

“It was clear that he was not wanting to 
hear that,” Webb remembered.

Webb asked other families who knew 
the grief-stricken father and had also lost 
loved ones to talk to him so he could come 
to terms with the news. He finally did.

When his son’s remains were returned 
to the family, there was a huge outpour-
ing of public support. The funeral had 
full military honors and even dignitaries 
showed up to it.

“It was a day of celebration for this 
young man to come back home,” Webb 
said. “I was happy that he had honored 
his son the way he should have been hon-
ored.”

A few weeks later, a brown envelope 
addressed to Johnie Webb came in the 
mail. In it, there was a “thank you” note 
along with the bracelet, which the father 
always wore.

“I’m giving to you the POW bracelet 
that I have worn since my son was lost,” 
Webb said, recalling what the father 
wrote. “I finally took it off when he came 
back home. I want you to have it as a to-
ken of my appreciation.”
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FORT RUCKER RELIGIOUS SERVICES

WORSHIP 

SERVICES

Except as noted, all 
services are on Sunday

Headquarters Chapel, 
Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional
Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, 
Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic   
Confessions (Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic 
Mass (Saturday)

Wings Chapel, 
Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 a.m. Latter-Day Saints

Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg. 8939
10:15 a.m. CCD (except 
during summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES

TUESDAY
Crossroads 
Discipleship Study
(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women 
of the Chapel
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Catholic Women of the Chapel
Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m.

Above the Best Bible Study
Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study
Hanchey AAF, Bldg. 
50102N, Rm. 101
11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG 
Bible Study
Cairns AAF, Bldg 30501, 
11:30 a.m.

Precepts Bible Study
Soldier Service Center, 
12 p.m.

Kingdom Kidz & Youth 
Group Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 
6 p.m.

Webb stands next to then-President Bill Clinton during his visit to an excavation site in this undated photo. 
COURTESY PHOTO

Continued from Page C6

Veteran

Webb consoles a grieving family member in this undated photo. 
COURTESY PHOTO



Such sacrifice

through valor made,

A debt too deep

to be repaid,

From their courage

freedom born,

To remember them

the poppy worn.

MEMORIAL DAY 2018

#PoppyInMemory
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Remaining physically active 
during the summer can be both 
tedious and hazardous, but Fort 
Rucker’s physical fitness centers 
offer a variety of classes geared 
to make fitness safe and fun.

According to Nicole Crow-
ley, fitness program coordinator, 
the group fitness schedule offers 
something for everyone.

“If you are looking to escape 
the heat and stay physically ac-
tive, we have two gyms on post 
that offer group fitness classes,” 
she said. “Schedules are avail-
able at both facilities.

“It is important to stay active 
during the hot southern sum-
mer,” she added. “You want to 
maintain good health and mobil-
ity, so you are not starting your 
fitness journey over every year. 
Starting over is the hardest part 
for most people, but if you keep 
going (even during the hot sum-
mer months) you won’t have to 
struggle to start back over.”

Group fitness class availabil-
ity and scheduling is subject to 
change, but patrons can grab 
the current month’s schedule as 
they pass the front desk of either 
PFC. 

According to Babs Jiron, Fort 
Rucker physical fitness special-
ist, group fitness classes currently 
include Aqua Zumba, HIIT (high 
intensity interval training), TRX 
HIIT, CSI (cardio, strength, in-
tervals), AbsoGlutely (focusing 
on abdominal training and glu-
tes), indoor cycling, sculpt yoga, 
and yoga. 

However, if patrons decide to 
continue their workouts outdoors 
during the summer, Jiron urges 
caution and a close monitoring 
of water intake.

“Hydrate, hydrate, hydrate,” 
she said. “Begin hydrating the 
body about 48 hours prior to ex-
ercise or activity. 

“Your body is made up of about 
60 percent water,” she added. “It 
is inevitable you are going to 

sweat during these hot summer 
months, it doesn’t matter if you 
are active or not. Replenishing 
those fluids in the body is vital 
to keeping everything running 
smoothly. An individual should 
consume around half their body 
weight in ounces of water per 
day to keep themselves properly 
hydrated.” 

Crowley echoed Jiron’s em-
phasis on the importance of wa-
ter intake and added a few addi-
tional precautions to take while 
being active in hotter weather.

“When exercising outdoors, 
try early in the morning or later 
in the evening to avoid those 
higher temperatures,” Crowley 
said. “Light, loose-fitting cloth-
ing allows the body to breathe 
and cool itself off. This will help 
keep you from overheating in the 
sun.

“Don’t forget to apply sun-
screen – you want to protect your 
skin,” she added. “Ultraviolet 
rays are strongest and most harm-
ful midday. Sunscreen should be 
applied 15 minutes before activ-
ity. When choosing a sunscreen, 
look for something with an SPF 
of 30 or higher, and something 
that is sweat or water resistant. 
You will want to reapply it every 
two hours.” 

Crowley added that runners and 
cyclists who remain active out-
doors during the summer should 
be aware of their surroundings 
if they choose to dodge the heat 
by working out during the early 
morning or late evening.

“Also please be sure to wear 
reflective belts and clothing to 
help vehicles see you as they 
pass by,” she said.

A digital copy of the current 

month’s group fitness schedule 
may be downloaded at https://
rucker.armymwr.com/programs/

fitness-centers/.
For more information, call 

255-2296 or 255-3794.

SILVER SPRING, Md. – Military 
medical professionals were recently 
honored in Washington, D.C., at the 
2018 Heroes of Military Medicine 
Awards, hosted by the Henry M. Jack-
son Foundation for the Advancement 
of Military Medicine. During the 
gala, honorees were recognized for 
distinguishing themselves through 
excellence and selfless dedication.

“The Military Health System and 
its people have an endless capacity 
to astound and an inexhaustible sup-
ply of courage, discipline, and skill.” 
said Acting Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Health Affairs Thomas 
McCaffery, speaking to more than 
350 attendees at the 8th annual gala.

Included among the honorees were 
three airmen from the 99th Medical 
Group, 99th Air Base Wing, Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nevada. The 99th 
MG was awarded the Hero of Mili-
tary Medicine Ambassador Award 
for the selfless actions of these three 
on the evening of October 1, when a 
gunman opened fire at a country mu-
sic festival in Las Vegas, killing 58 
and wounding 489. Air Force Staff 
Sgt. Alyson Venegas, Senior Airman 
Linda Wilson, and Senior Airman 
Logan Bennett, all aerospace medi-
cal technicians, were attending the 
concert when chaos broke out. They 
immediately delivered life-saving 
care and put themselves at risk to 
help others. “There was no doubt 
about it,” Wilson said. “It wasn’t 
fight or flight – it was fight.”

McCaffery said the courage of the 
award winners serves as an impor-
tant reminder to those in leadership 
positions. “We may not be asked to 

crouch in ditches or provide care 
under enemy fire,” he said. “We are 
asked, however, that these heroes, 
and thousands like them, have the 
tools they need; the chance to ac-
quire skills they need; and that we 
invest all we possibly can in them 
and their patients.”

U.S. Representative Brad Wenstrup 
from Ohio’s 2nd District received 
the Hero of Military Medicine Se-
nior Leader Award. Wenstrup, now a 
colonel, joined the Army Reserve in 
1998. In 2005-2006, he deployed to 
Iraq as a combat surgeon. Currently 
Wenstrup fulfills his Reserve du-
ties treating patients at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center in 
Bethesda, Maryland.

Air Force Col. William Nelson 

received the Air Force Hero of Mili-
tary Medicine Award. Nelson’s 27-
year career has taken him across 
the world. He commanded the 39th 
Medical Operations Squadron at 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany, the 
Air Force’s largest overseas aero-
medical squadron. At present, he 
executes strategy for the Air Force’s 
711th Human Performance Wing at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
Ohio.

Army Maj. Andrew Fisher re-
ceived the Army Hero of Military 
Medicine Award. Fisher joined in 
1992 as an infantryman. He is a sec-
ond-year medical student at Texas 
A&M College of Medicine and also 
serves in the Texas National Guard 
as a physician assistant.
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beats cancer 

Story on Page D3and Fitness

Helaine Moesner, yoga instructor, leads students 
through a series of meditative opening poses during 
a recent class at Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness 
Center.

HEROES OF MILITARY MEDICINE

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

BEAT THE HEAT

Nicole Crowley, fitness program coordinator, leads a recent class through an indoor cycling workout routine.
PHOTOS BY JEREMY HENDERSON

Indoor fitness classes help people keep in shape out of the sun 

SILVER SPRING, 
Md. — From forget-
ting names to repeating 
questions, or having 
trouble remembering a 
recent event, growing 
older presents some 
challenges for an aging 
mind. But these symp-
toms can be an indica-
tion of something much 
more serious: Alzheim-
er’s disease.

Maj. Abraham Sa-
bersky, a staff neu-
rosurgeon at Walter 
Reed National Military 
Medical Center, said 
Alzheimer’s disease 
is the most common form of dementia and the sixth 
leading cause of death for Americans.

“The health of our service members and veterans 
is the paramount mission of the Military Health Sys-
tem,” said Sabersky. “Given Alzheimer’s prevalence 
in the general population, I believe that it is important 
that we highlight the lifestyle modifications that can 
prevent this debilitating illness.”

Alzheimer’s is a progressive disease that affects the 
brain’s ability to retain new information. The result is 
often noticed as “memory problems.” The National 
Institute of Aging, or NIA, defines the disease in 
three stages: mild, moderate, and severe. Symptoms 
develop slowly but get worse over time.

As early symptoms begin to appear, people can 
seem healthy but may have trouble with processing, 
remembering, or showing good judgment. Accord-

See Reduce RiSk, Page d3

Years in the 
making: How 
to reduce risk of 
Alzheimer’s disease 

Members of the 99th Medical Group out of Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev., receive the 2018 Heroes of Military Medicine 
Ambassador Award in Washington, D.C., May 3 for the life-
saving efforts of three of its airmen during the tragic Las 
Vegas shooting Oct. 1. Retired Maj. Gen. Joseph Caravalho 
(right), president, Henry M. Jackson Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Military Medicine, presented the award.

MHS PHOTO

Military Health System
Communications Office

Service members demonstrate grace under fire

Military Health System
Communications Office

According to the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven-
tion, about 5.5 million 
Americans, up to 1.7 
percent of the popu-
lation, may have Al-
zheimer’s disease. 

ARMY GRAPHIC
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ing to the NIA, some emerging signs of 
Alzheimer’s include memory loss, get-
ting lost in familiar settings, difficulty 
with money and bills, and taking longer 
to complete everyday tasks. The disease 
can become severe enough to limit a per-
son’s ability to carry on a conversation or 
respond to the surrounding environment, 
said Sabersky.

The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention said an estimated 5.5 million 
Americans were living with Alzheimer’s 
disease in 2017. Risk factors include ag-
ing, diabetes, high blood pressure, smok-
ing, and family history. The CDC said 
symptoms usually begin after age 60, but 
Alzheimer’s disease likely starts a decade 
or more before problems become appar-
ent to others.

“There appears to be a link between 
repeated head injuries and certain forms 
of dementia, which can overlap with the 

symptoms of Alzheimer’s,” said Saber-
sky, referring to a 2014 study published 
by the American Academy of Neurology. 
The Department of Veterans Affairs es-
timates that more than 750,000 veterans 
have Alzheimer’s disease and other forms 
of dementia, he added

“Veterans who experienced brain trau-
ma in the course of their service can be 
at higher risk for developing the disease,” 
said Sabersky. “The diagnosis PTSD has 
also been associated with an increased risk 

of developing dementia later in life.”
While no cure has been found, vari-

ous types of medication are available to 
help lessen symptoms and improve qual-
ity of life. Sabersky said extensive inter-
est in the subject has led to new research 
findings being released consistently over 
time.

Army Maj. Joetta Khan, registered di-
etitian at Walter Reed, said risk factors 
for Alzheimer’s disease and dementia are 
similar to heart disease.
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SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, Hawaii — When Sgt. 
Joseph Mickonis called his fiancee early in 2016 to say 
doctors thought he might have cancer, he couldn’t stop 
laughing.

“I’m trying to tell her she should come down to the hos-
pital, but I can’t stop laughing,” he said. “So, she doesn’t 
think I’m serious. It was just one of the weirdest feelings, 
ever.”

Mickonis said he didn’t think it was a joke; laughing 
was just his way of dealing with the news. After some 
tests, doctors confirmed it was Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a 
type of cancer that spread in his neck.

‘WHAT’S NEXT?’
“I didn’t break down in tears, I was like, ‘What’s next?’” 

Mickonis said.
What was next was an estimated four months of chemo-

therapy, which turned into nine months. He would leave 
his platoon in 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry Regiment, 3rd 
Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, where he 
served as a mortarman and joined the Warrior Transition 
Battalion to focus on his medical appointments at Tripler 
Army Medical Center at Fort Shafter.

Now, almost a year and a half later, Mickonis is cancer-
free and ready to return to his unit.

A close friend in his company, Army Spc. Jacob Lewis, 
was with him through the entire process.

‘IT NEVER REALLY GOT HIM DOWN’
“It never really got him down,” Lewis said. “He always 

just did what he had to do and kept going.”
Still, Lewis could tell when Mickonis had just been 

through a treatment.
“You could tell the day of and the day after,” Lewis said. 

“He’d seem tired, but if there was something he wanted to 
do he’d go do it. He never let it stop him.”

Mickonis said the treatment made the sun feel especial-
ly harsh on his skin. He would often walk around com-
pletely covered in hoodies and pants just to cover his skin. 
But when his fiancé, Jessica, came to visit him in Hawaii 
from Texas, they decided to go to the beach.

“I thought, ‘I’ll suck it up and go,’” he said. “I ended 
up getting blisters all over my shoulder and it hurt like 
hell.”

He said there were some days that were rough, “Espe-
cially after they were like just two more treatments, then 
two more, then two more. By the end I was just ready for 
it to be over.”

RESILIENCE
But he thinks of himself as resilient. As a 7 year old, 

Mickonis said his parents were involved in a car accident 
that fatally injured his father and left his mother almost a 
quadriplegic.

“Once you’ve been through something like that, I 
thought having a little cancer wasn’t that bad. I didn’t look 
at it as a death sentence,” he said. “It was OK you’ve got 
cancer – let’s deal with it and move on to the next thing.”

Mickonis said he kept trusting his doctors and eventu-
ally he was cancer-free.

“You get to ring a little bell,” he said of getting the 
news. “I was happy, but I was just ready to move on.”

Lewis said Mickonis never showed a lot of emotion and 
he tended to be pretty stoic in nature. But Mickonis did 
want to reenlist in the Army and was concerned the cancer 
might prevent that.

Now that Mickonis has beaten cancer, he is just waiting 
on some administrative work until he can return to his 
unit and eventually reenlist. And the fiancee that thought 
he was joking about having cancer is now his wife and the 
two are expecting their first child by the end of the year.

By Capt. Eric Hudson
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division

Sgt. Joseph Mickonis and his wife, Jessica, 
pose for a photo at Tripler Army Medical 
Center at Fort Shafter, Hawaii, May 3. 
Mickonis is now cancer-free and is returning 
to duty with 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 25th 
Infantry Division. 

PHOTO BY CAPT. ERIC HUDSON

FORT RUCKER SPORTS BRIEFS
Indoor pool

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center Indoor Pool 
will have limited lap lanes available for lap swimming 
Mondays-Thursdays from 4-7 p.m. due to program-
ming. Recreational swimming will also not be available 
during this time. 

For additional information, call 255-2296. 

Youth Extreme Fitness registration
Fort Rucker Child and Youth Services will run reg-

istration for its Youth Extreme Fitness program May 
1-31. The program will be both challenging and reward-
ing, according to organizers. Parents should understand 
that the program is intended to push children beyond 
their normal comfort zone, both mentally and physical-

ly. The program is open to youth ages 8-18. The event 
will run June 4-29 from 6-7 p.m. on the youth sports 
football fields. Workouts will include low crawling, tire 
flipping, pulling rope, running and sled pushing. Par-
ticipants will need to have a current sports physical and 
valid CYS membership. 

For more details or to register, call 255-9638 or 255-
2254.

Hunting Incentive Program
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation is offering a Hunt-

ing Incentive Program to help control the coyote and 
feral pig population from May 1 to Aug. 31. The first 
five registered hunters who dispatch two coyotes or five 
hogs and bring them in to ODR will receive a free Fort 

Rucker Post Hunting Permit for the 2018-2019 hunt-
ing season. Hunters must possess a valid Alabama state 
hunting license, Fort Rucker hunting permit and a hunt-
er education completion card. Hunters also must be a 
registered participant of the Hunting Incentive Program. 
All dispatched animals must be brought to ODR or the 
Fort Rucker Game Warden during business hours. An 
individual record will be created for each hunter at the 
time they bring in their dispatched animals. Addition-
ally, the hunter will be asked to remove the animal’s 
tail, so it cannot be claimed by another hunter. Hunters 
may email pictures after hours to ODR with the hunter 
and the dispatched animal in front of one of the weigh 
stations. Hunting on Fort Rucker is open to the public. 

For more information, call 255-4305.

Resilient  Soldier fights, beats cancer

Continued from Page D1

Reduce risk

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. 
— For patients with the progressive eye 
diseases keratoconus and corneal ectasia, 
the odds of their careers ending prema-
turely changed dramatically May 3, when 
innovative laser surgery, called collagen 
crosslinking, was performed here.

Air Force Maj. (Dr.) Marc Neuffer, 
chief of cornea and refractive surgery at 
the 10th Medical Group, corrected satel-
lite engineer Air Force Capt. Brent Dan-
ner’s degenerative eye condition.

‘GROUNDBREAKING 
CAPABILITY’

“This groundbreaking capability to cor-
rect the condition allows us to treat cadets 
and active-duty members here and from 
surrounding areas,” Neuffer said. “They 
keep their vision and stay eligible for de-
ployment.”

Cadets diagnosed with the condition are 

not commissioned unless they receive a 
waiver, and pilots with the condition are 
restricted from flying.

“Keratoconus is most commonly found 
in individuals between 20 and 30 years of 
age,” Neuffer said. “It eventually leads to 
loss of sight requiring corneal transplanta-
tion.”

Neuffer said the condition typically 
isn’t diagnosed until after an individual 
has joined the military and is well into 
their career. Once discovered, it becomes 
a duty-limiting condition that can result in 
medical discharge from active-duty ser-
vice.

SIGHT-SAVING SURGERY
Collagen crosslinking was approved by 

the Food and Drug Administration in 2016 
as a means to treat progressive keratoco-
nus. The surgery stiffens and stabilizes the 
cornea which stops the degenerative pro-
cess. Patients typically keep their vision 
and don’t require corneal transplants.

For airmen like Danner, the procedure 

means the future looks a lot brighter.
“I’m a little nervous because I’m the first 

patient here to get this done,” Danner said. 
“I’m also excited and positive because of 
what it means to my family, my career and 
for my sight.”

Neuffer’s second patient of the day was 
a cadet and the doctor said both surgeries 
went smoothly. The doctor expects both 
patients to quickly recover and return to 
duty.

The academy is the third Air Force loca-
tion to offer the procedure. Currently, there 
are 15 base patients awaiting the proce-
dure. This does not include patients from 
Peterson and Schriever Air Force bases, or 
Fort Carson, installations that refer their 
keratoconus patients to the academy for 
the surgery. The academy is also the refer-
ral center for 10 additional Air Force bases 
in the surrounding states.

“This procedure is a game changer for 
Airmen who would otherwise have their 
careers sidelined permanently,” Neuffer 
said.

By Laurie Wilson
U.S. Air Force Academy

Air Force Maj. (Dr.) Marc Neuffer, 
chief of cornea and refractive 
surgery at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy’s 10th Medical Group, 
prepares to perform collagen 
crosslinking on patient Air Force 
Capt. Brent Danner May 3.

PHOTO BY LAURIE WILSON

New surgical technique saves airmen’s eyesight, careers
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SILVERADO
Stock# SI3529

TRUCK C NTRY!!

PREMIER

2018 CHEVY
TAHOE

Stock # TA3654

LOADE
D!!LOADED!!

0% APR
FOR 72 MONTHS1

$51,995STARTING

AT

www.ENTERPRISECHEVY.com 

To Those Who Serve,
Enterprise Chevrolet Salutes You &

Thanks You With A MILITARY
DISCOUNT!

To Those W

COLORADO ZR2 4WD
S k CO3650

39,900

C
Stock# CO3650

STARTING AT

$41,0001

SILVERADO 1500 CUSTOM

,

SILVERADO 1500 CUSTOM
Stock# SI3710STARTING AT

$37,5001

SILVERADO 2500 4WD DIESEL
Stock# SI3713

,

Stock# SI3713

STARTING AT

$48,5001

$
$ $OUR LOSS IS

YOUR GAIN!
$

20 R C A ANC
ALL 2017s SOLD BELOW INVOICE!

Come experience the
ALL NEW TRAVERSE!

2018 CHEVY
TRAVERSE PREMIER

Stock # TV3734

2018 CHEVY
EQUINOX PREMIER

ALL NEW!!!!

2018 CHEVY
SUBURBAN
Stock # SU3639

$49,995STARTING

AT

D4  ★MAY 24, 2018 ❘ARMYFLIER.COM
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