
Although riding season for 
most motorcyclists begins in 
spring, riders can be seen on the 
road throughout the year, and 
that’s why the 110th Aviation 
Brigade wants to make sure rid-
ers on Fort Rucker are staying 
safe year round.

The unit hosted its motor-
cycle mentorship Ride Friday 
as a means to educate riders on 
proper riding safety when taking 
to the streets, according to Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Marvin Pinckney, 
1st Battalion, 11th Aviation Regi-
ment command sergeant major.

“The mentorship ride is about 
rider safety and a brotherhood of 
riders, so we just want to come 

together, do a ride … and enjoy 
the culture,” said the command 
sergeant major. “Today, we’ll talk 
about the route, the formation, 
the hand and arm signals that 
we’re going to use, and safety on 
the road – what to expect with me 
leading the ride.”

During the mentorship ride, 
the riders rode to Panama City 
Beach, Florida, in a specific for-
mation consisting of a lead rider 
and a follower at the back.

“The lead rider controls the en-
tire formation from the first bike 
to the very last bike (using dif-
ferent gestures),” said Pinckney. 
“One finger in the air means ev-
eryone get in one line behind me. 
Two fingers in the air means to 
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Local military retirees re-
ceived a big thank you from Fort 
Rucker when the post hosted its 
43rd annual retiree health fair 
Friday.

Hundreds of retirees flooded 
Yano Hall during the event 
where they were able to get med-
ical and health information, as 
well as their annual flu shot, said 
Capt. Mildred Castillo, chief of 
Lyster Army Health Clinic Pre-
ventive Medicine.

“The retiree health fair is a 
great event for retirees and their 
family members because it gives 
them a chance to see what (the 
clinic) and on-post agencies 

have to offer,” she said. “We 
also (brought in) medical pro-
fessionals from around the local 
area.”

Those medical professionals 
came from various agencies, 
including Medical Center Enter-
prise, Corvias, Flowers Hospital, 
Covenant Care and many more 
were there to answer any ques-
tions retirees needed answered.

For Ruth Sutherland, retired 
spouse, the health fair was a 
great opportunity for her to ask 
any questions she might have 
and stay on top of any treatments 
she might need.

“It’s nice to be able to come 
out and talk to all of these peo-
ple and get some checkups while 
you’re here, too,” she said. “I 

don’t always want to have to go 
to the doctor for every little thing 
or even just to ask questions, so 
I feel like this takes care of a lot 
of that for me – it’s just really 
convenient.

“It makes it easier to take care 
of yourself, and I know it sounds 

a bit horrible, but to see that oth-
er people are going through the 
same thing you are makes it a 
little easier,” she added. “When 
you get older you just realize 
that these are things everyone 
has to deal with, so what better 
way to deal with it than all in 

one place.”
The flu shots available to those 

in attendance provided a level of 
convenience for retirees Eli and 
Edna Dixon.

“We make sure to get our flu 
shots every year because as you 
age it becomes something that is 
necessary,” said Eli. “I feel like 
this makes it so much easier to 
be able to come here, and get the 
flu shot and talk to all of these 
people about what we might 
need or what we’re experienc-
ing.”

“We’re no spring chickens 
anymore,” added Edna. “It’s 
important to look after one an-
other, and even though we like 
to stay active by walking every 
day, we still need to make sure 
we’re keeping healthy on the 
inside. Sometimes you get older 
and something just doesn’t feel 
right, so it’s always good to ask 
questions. This gives us a chance 
to ask all the questions we need. 
I’m grateful for it.”

POST THANKS RETIREES
Health fair serves up 
info, flu shots, more
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Traci McNair, retired spouse, speaks with Brenda Fitts, Fort Rucker Commissary 
produce manager, during the 43rd annual retiree health fair at Yano Hall Friday.

FALL BACK
Daylight Savings Time will come 
to an end Sunday. People are 
reminded to turn their clocks 
back an hour at 2 a.m. Sunday.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

SEE MENTORSHIP, PAGE A5
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Military spouses work together to traverse an obstacle on the leader’s reaction course during 
Spouses’ Aviation Day Oct. 26. For more, see Page C1.

ABO VE THE BEST

The Combined Federal Campaign 
kicked off its campaign season Oct. 2, 
and although the donation process is dif-
ferent this year, the message of giving 
back remains clear.

The CFC campaign season runs through 
Jan. 12, and rather than donating in per-
son, people are donating online at www.
setristatecfc.org to their charity of choice. 
Although there are still growing pains 
with the new online system, it’s all about 
giving to a cause greater than self, said 
Lt. Col. Jon E. Baker, Lyster Army Health 
Clinic commander.

“It’s an opportunity to support chari-
ties of your choice and to support their 
operating costs, and it’s a way to provide 
assistance through these charities to help 
them for whatever their cause or focus 
is,” he said. “A lot of these are small or-
ganizations. They don’t generate a lot of 
revenue and a lot of them exist off of do-
nations. Through donations, they’re able 
to expand on their research and their mis-
sion.”

People can visit the website where they 
can learn about CFC and click the donate 
icon to begin the process. They can sign 
up to donate and search various organiza-
tions they wish to donate to through the 
website.

This year, paper products are being 
phased out of the donation process in or-

der to go to an all-online system, and al-
though the website is still in the develop-
ment stage, people can still visit to learn 
and see some of the charities, as well as 
donate, said Capt. David Preczewski, 
LAHC medical company commander.

“The whole purpose of going to this 
online process is to reduce the overhead 
cost,” added Baker. “When you think 
about the printing cost in the past with 
all of the papers and the pledge cards and 
booklets that had all of the charities list-
ed, that equates to hundreds of thousands 
of dollars.”

The new process will cut costs and 
help streamline the process, allowing for 
an automated system that makes tracking 
donations and even volunteer hours an 
easy process, he said.

One new change is that people can also 
choose to donate their time through vol-
unteerism if they aren’t able to donate 
monetarily, said Preczewski.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer 

MAKING IMPACT
CFC offers chance to give back

CFC GRAPHIC
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Riders get in formation as they head out to Panama City Beach, Fla., during the 110th Avn. Bde. Motorcycle Mentorship Ride Friday.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

110th Avn. Bde. hosts motorcycle mentorship ride

SEE CFC, PAGE A5



SILVER SPRING, Md. – When our 
warfighters become injured, their road to 
recovery can be a long, sometimes tedious, 
process. But even when stakes are high and 
the mounting obstacles seem overwhelm-
ing, our nation’s warriors face the challeng-
es head on and show unwavering strength 
along the way. 

In celebrating Warrior Care Month in 
November, we recognize the critical mis-
sion of supporting wounded, ill, and injured 
service members by raising awareness of 
their struggles and triumphs. Echoing this 
year’s theme, Show of Strength, the Mili-
tary Health System will celebrate the resil-
iency, achievements and commitment of 
our warfighters, as well as their families 
and caregivers, throughout the month.

During my 33 years of service, I’ve had 
the fortune of knowing some of the stron-
gest and most resilient people this country 
has to offer. I’ve worked alongside warf-
ighters who have gone toe-to-toe with the 
toughest of adversaries and I’ve seen some 
of the bravest at their most vulnerable. 

As a former combat medic who went 
through two tours in Iraq, I experienced 
the critical nature of direct patient care in 
an austere environment. Now, as a senior 
adviser for the Defense Health Agency, I 
contribute to patient care from behind the 
scenes. My goal has always remained the 
same: put the health and well-being of ser-
vice members first.

People are our most valuable resource, 
and we remain committed to meeting their 
health care needs, on and off the battlefield. 
For transitioning service members, we con-
tinue to collaborate with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and partner organizations 
to provide opportunities for service mem-
bers, veterans and their families.

We have made important strides toward 
institutionalizing warrior care policies and 
programs across the DOD, while forging 

strong relationships among partners. We 
no longer paint our service members’ psy-
chological health conditions with a broad 
brush, using generic terms like battle fa-
tigue and shell shock.

Instead, we deliberately study and mea-
sure their injuries – both seen and hidden 
– ensuring our policies, programs, and re-
sources meet their needs.

The success of recovery and transition 
comes from both medical and nonmedical 
care. Whether the issue is artificial limbs, 
dental reconstruction procedures, traumatic 
brain injury, post-traumatic stress disorder, 
or alternative medicine, warrior care has 
improved tremendously thanks to the un-
wavering commitment of our research and 
development community. 

Our mission to help wounded warfight-
ers through recovery, rehabilitation and re-
integration is constantly evolving. As one 

success is met, another challenge will ap-
pear. In the MHS, we continuously strive 
to improve the manner in which we provide 
care to meet the needs in an ever-changing 
landscape.

Warrior Care Month helps raise aware-
ness for available programs and resources, 
while also inspiring dialogue and action. As 
we honor warfighters this month, it’s impor-
tant to remember that warrior care extends 
beyond November. There must never be a 
day when we do not provide our wounded, 
ill, and injured service members the best 
possible care and support. 

We continue to be inspired by their 
strength and we are here to serve them as 
they transition into a new chapter in their 
lives.

For more in Warrior Care Month, vivist 
https://health.mil/News/In-the-Spotlight/
Warrior-Care-Month.
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By Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Luciano
Defense Health Agency
Senior Enlisted Adviser

Warrior Care Month honors nation’s heroes

November is Native American 
History Month. Why is it 

important to celebrate diversity 
here in the United States?

Ray Garza, 
retired military

“Just to know about different 
cultures in general. As far as my 
history as an African American, I 
want to know about my culture, 
as well as others. It’s just 
very important to know about 
different cultures and customs.”

“We all become greater from 
drawing on the strengths and 
weaknesses of everybody else.”

“I think it’s important because 
that’s what America is — a 
melting pot.”

“(Diversity) is what the nation 
was founded on.”

Jerry Saffold, 
veteran

W01 Ryan Vanderlugt, 
1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt.

Christina Parker, 
retired military

“Diversity is a very important part 
of being in the military. It’s a very 
small world and it’s all inclusive, 
so we have to value and take care 
of everyone else’s heritage and let 
them know that we’re a family.”

Master Sgt. 
Lawanda Sullivan, 

ATSCOM

“

”

DOD PHOTO
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WASHINGTON — Nine weeks ago, 
Hurricane Harvey made landfall in Texas 
– the first of three devastating storms this 
year to wreak havoc on the United States 
and its territories. Since then, Army Emer-
gency Relief has been ready to help Sol-
diers affected by those storms.

“AER is there to help Soldiers and their 
families,” said C. Eldon Mullis, the depu-
ty director and chief operating officer of 
Army Emergency Relief. “They need to 
come to us and tell us what their need is. 
We want to make sure there is a valid need, 
and if we can help, we certainly want to do 
that.”

According to a document released by 
AER earlier this month, financial assis-
tance is available to qualified recipients af-
fected by those three hurricanes to, among 
other things, purchase immediate-need 
items such as food, clothing and shelter; 
replace essential furniture; fund replace-
ment of damaged or destroyed automo-
biles; conduct minor home repairs; and 
purchase generators.

“Since our founding in 1942, whenever 
and wherever AER is needed, we are there 
– which is particularly important when 
Soldiers are facing the financial burden of 
recovering from the devastating impact of 
natural disasters, such as the recent hurri-
canes and wildfires,” said retired Lt. Gen. 
Raymond Mason, the director of AER. 

“AER is all about taking care of the Army 
team.”

Mullis said that many recipients of AER 
had also asked for assistance in advance 
of Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Irma 
so they could evacuate Texas, Georgia and 
Florida.

“Evacuation was the biggest piece, in 
Texas, Georgia and Florida,” he said. But 
after those storms passed, the requests for 
assistance changed.

“After the hurricanes, what we are see-
ing is requests for help for things like 
covering costs for immediate needs until 
insurance and FEMA claims can be filed,” 
he said. “If they need help with a down 
payment on another car, because theirs is 
flooded, we can help with that.”

AER can assist up to $4,000, for in-
stance, if the cost to repair a flood-dam-
aged vehicle exceeds the value of the ve-
hicle.

Already, Mullis said, AER has provided 
$380,000 worth of assistance to 540 quali-
fied recipients in Texas, Georgia, Florida 
and Puerto Rico. But he said he thinks 
more people can be helped in those areas – 
if only they’d come forward.

“I would hope that everybody who is 
eligible and has a valid need would come 
by and ask for help,” he said. “We want to 
be there for them. Call your AER officer, 
speak with the staff there, tell them what 
you need assistance for, and if the need is 
there, they will cut a check.”

Eligible recipients of AER assistance in-

clude active duty Soldiers and their fami-
lies, retired Soldiers, and National Guard 
and Reserve Soldiers on Title 10 orders for 
more than 30 days.

As a result of the recent spate of natu-
ral disasters, including all three hurricanes 
and the wildfires in the U.S. Northwest, 
eligibility for AER funding has also been 
extended to National Guard Soldiers who 
have been called up by their state to as-
sist in natural disaster relief. That includes 

the many Soldiers in the Puerto Rico Na-
tional Guard who are assisting there with 
Hurricane Maria relief, and who may have 
themselves been affected by that storm.

Mullis invited those Soldiers to visit the 
Army Emergency Relief office located at 
Fort Buchanan. Soldiers can also contact 
the Primary AER officer there at 787-600-
9026, he said, to seek assistance.

“Please come,” he said. “We want to 
give out money to help those in need.”

WASHINGTON — Gen. Rob-
ert B. Abrams recalled once being 
awakened at 2 a.m. on a Friday. It 
was the early 1980s then, and he 
was a young lieutenant stationed 
in a cavalry squadron in West Ger-
many.

It was a unit alert that had woken 
him from his sleep, he recalled. 
Back then, those alerts could come 
at any time, completely unan-
nounced. And when they came, 
Soldiers in area bars would need 
to report to their units, in what-
ever state they were in, within two 
hours.

Abrams, commander of U.S. 
Army Forces Command, spoke in 
October at the Association of the 
U.S. Army’s Annual Meeting and 
Exposition.

Once Soldiers were assembled, 
he said, they had four hours to get 
all their gear and ammunition load-
ed on trucks and tanks, and move 
out to their tactical assembly areas. 
They had to be ready to cross the 
border into East Germany, if called 
to do so.

“Everyone had a sense of urgen-
cy and knew what was at stake,” 
he said, remembering his early 
days in the Army.

The Army needs to regain that 
same sense of urgency today, he 
said, but “we’re not there yet in 
our Army.”

However, the mindset is begin-
ning to shift, he said. “That’s the 
direction the Army is now tak-
ing.”

IMPROVED TRAINING
Abrams pointed to a number 

of readiness indicators, includ-
ing training, which he said has 

improved over the last couple of 
years.

Recently, the Army has shifted 
its training focus to a “decisive-
action training environment that’s 
very robust,” he said.

The DATE training environ-
ment includes training with both 
conventional and non-convention-
al forces in all domains during ev-
ery combat training center, or CTC 
rotation, he said.

Leading up to the CTC rotation, 
units have also improved their 
home-station training, he said, 
adding that there’s been a 300 per-
cent increase in company-level, 
live-fire exercises at home station 
over the last two years.

Even Aviation units at the pla-
toon and company levels are now 

participating in live-fire exercises, 
something not widely seen since 
before the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, he said.

NON-DEPLOYABLES 
REDUCED

“We’ve made huge progress 
over the last couple of years in re-
ducing the number of non-deploy-
able (Soldiers),” Abrams said, add-
ing that it’s still the No. 1 readiness 
challenge facing the Army today.

Some units have seven or eight 
percent non-deployables, he said, 
so there’s still some work to do to 
shrink those numbers.

Abrams attributed improve-
ments in reducing the number of 
non-deployable Soldiers to several 
factors, including the fielding this 

year of the commander’s Medical 
Readiness Dashboard. That com-
puterized medical update allows 
company and battalion command-
ers to better understand and deal 
with the medical status of their 
Soldiers.

Improved physical training is 
another area the general credited 
with reducing injuries and elevat-
ing fitness levels. He gave a shout-
out to a pilot program now under-
way that is incorporating a new 
Soldier readiness test involving 
four brigades from FORSCOM 
that are evaluating “all five mea-
surements of fitness.”

The Army is moving away from 
an “industrial-age medical sys-
tem,” to one that’s more like the 
type used for professional athletes 

that gives Soldiers the care they 
need “at their point of impact and 
at the point of injury,” he noted.

The importance of care is so 
important because “muscular-
skeletal injuries continue to impact 
Soldiers,” he said.

IMPROVED EQUIPMENT
Twelve of the Army’s 25 bri-

gade combat teams have to date 
received their complete authorized 
stockage lists, Abrams said, and 
U.S. Army Materiel Command 
is working on equipping the rest. 
ASLs consist of such things as 
repair parts, fuel and construction 
material kept at each BCT distri-
bution center.

To ensure the equipment is suf-
ficient and where it needs to be, 
Abrams said FORSCOM con-
ducts monthly logistics and avia-
tion readiness reviews.

The biggest struggle in equip-
ping the force right now, he said, 
is getting spare parts to where they 
are needed in a timely manner. 
Currently, he said, the wait time is 
about five times what it should be.

A big part of increasing readi-
ness, Abrams said, involves ad-
equate and predictable funding 
from Congress.

“Continuing resolutions crush 
us at the unit level,” he said. “We 
are unable on a monthly basis to 
adequately plan to support training 
and requisition repair parts for our 
fleet at a tempo we are training.”

Abrams admitted that the Army 
doesn’t have an adequate narrative 
about readiness to present to law-
makers. “We in the military intui-
tively know what readiness means 
but have been unable to articulate 
it to the public. Everybody wants 
a ready force but we have a hard 
time describing it.”
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News Briefs
Changes of responsibility

The 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation • 
Regiment will host a change of re-
sponsibility ceremony Tuesday at 
8:30 a.m. on Howze Field (in the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum in 
case of inclement weather). Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Devon M. Weber 
will assume responsibility from 
Command Sgt. Maj. George S. 
Webster.
The 1-14th Avn. Regt. will host a • 
change of responsibility ceremony 
Nov. 15 at 9 a.m. on Howze Field. 
Command Sgt. Maj. Brandi N. 
Whitman will assume responsibil-
ity from Command Sgt. Maj. Jerry 
M. Cowart Jr.

Fall clean up
The Fort Rucker Fall Post-wide 

Clean Up has been rescheduled to Nov. 
14-17. All garrison, mission and tenant 
units are required to participate. 

For more information, call 255-
0739.

ATM relocation
The Armed Forces Bank ATM locat-

ed at the Silver Wings Golf Course will 
be relocated to the Army and Air Force 
Exchange Service Class VI store Dec. 
1. For more information, call Armed 
Forces Bank at 334-598-2402.

Military pay briefing 
The Defense Military Pay Office 

briefing for Soldiers scheduled to 
separate due to expired term of ser-
vice or involuntary separation (non-
retirement) is offered as a weekly 
group briefing. The ETS briefing is 
held Tuesdays at 1 p.m. in Bldg. 5700, 
Rm. 371B. Soldiers should bring the 
following documents to the briefing: 
two copies of separation orders and 
amendments, DA 31 - Request and 
Authority for Leave (if approved) and 
the original or notarized copy of docu-
ments to support changes in marital 
status not previously reported to the 
DMPO.

The DMPO will continue to pro-
vide desk-side briefings for Soldiers 
who do not receive orders in time to 

attend a group briefing. Command 
teams with Soldiers who cannot attend 
a regularly scheduled briefing due to 
time constraints should call 255-3939, 
255-9182 or 255-3115.

Resiliency Resources
The Lyster and Fort Rucker Resil-

iency Resources mobile device app is 
available for free in Android and iP-
hone mobile app stores. The app can 
help people find information for Fort 
Rucker, including addresses, phone 
numbers and event information, and 
also information such as where run-
ning trails are located, if there is a 5k 
race coming up, when Bible studies 
occur and more. 

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

AER funds available now for Soldiers affected by hurricanes 

FORSCOM CG: 

PHOTO BY SPC. HAMIEL IRIZARRY

Citizen-Soldiers of the Puerto Rico Army National Guard continue delivering supplies, food and water to 
impacted areas of the Island and to its citizens after Hurricane Maria’s devastation. While National Guard 
Soldiers help citizens of Puerto Rico recover from the hurricane, Army Emergency Relief is ready to help 
Soldiers there who have been affected. 

By David Vergun
Army News Service

PHOTO BY SPC. NATHANIEL NICHOLS

Soldiers with the 54th Brigade Engineer Battalion and Italian soldiers discuss mission objectives while conducting a leader’s 
reconnaissance during exercise Swift Response 17 at the Army’s Joint Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels, Ger-
many, Oct. 12. Exercises such as this help the Army maintain readiness. 

Soldiers must regain readiness mindset



With a combined 328 years of 
service, 13 Soldiers retired dur-
ing the Fort Rucker Quarterly 
Retirement Ceremony at the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum 
Friday.

Col. Brian E. Walsh, Fort 
Rucker garrison commander, 
hosted the ceremony as garrison 
Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher 
D. Spivey assisted.

CHAPLAIN (COL.) DEAN 
BONURA

Bonura, the garrison chaplain, 
entered military service in 1980 
as a chapel activities specialist. 
He was honorably discharged 
from the Army Reserve in 1986 
and, in 1988, he entered active 
duty and completed chaplain of-
ficers basic course. He said the 
highlight of his career was his 
service as brigade chaplain with 
the 1st Brigade, 1st Armored Di-
vision in Iraq during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. He and his wife, 
Denise, have five sons and three 
grandchildren. They plan to re-
side in Memphis, Tennessee.

COL. BRIAN BENNETT
Bennett, deputy J3 of U.S. 

Pacific Command, Camp Smith, 
Hawaii, entered military service 
in 1982 as a cannoneer crewman. 
He was commissioned in 1985 
through the ROTC program at 
the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point. He said the high-
light of his career was watching 
the remarkable resiliency of his 
family during the many moves 
and deployments of his career. 
He and his wife, Amy, have two 
sons. They plan to reside in Ha-
waii and, eventually, Florida.

MAJ. TROY ECK
Eck, 1st Battalion, 58th Avia-

tion Regiment (Airfield Opera-
tions) air traffic services officer, 
entered military service in 1986 
as a single-channel radio and 
teletype operator. He was com-
missioned in 1991 after graduat-
ing from the North Dakota Army 
National Guard Military Acad-
emy Officer Candidate School. 
He said the highlight of his ca-
reer was serving his country dur-
ing war and peace time with the 
greatest Soldiers, NCOs, war-
rant officers and commissioned 
officers. He and his wife, Elisa-
beth, have one child. They plan 
to reside in Dothan.

MAJ. TYRONE BALLARD
Ballard, 901st Contract Battal-

ion contract officer, Fort Hood, 
Texas, entered military service 
in 1993 as an ordnance Solider. 
He said the highlight of his ca-
reer was graduating from OCS. 
He and his wife, Judy, have five 
children. They plan to reside in 
Enterprise.

CHAPLAIN (MAJ.) COLLIE 
FOSTER

Foster, 1st Aviation Brigade 
brigade chaplain, entered military 
service in 1998 through direct 
commission. He said the highlight 
of his career was working with 
the patients, family members and 
staff of the Evans Army Com-
munity Hospital at Fort Carson, 
Colorado. He and his wife, Lynn, 
have two daughters. They plan to 
reside wherever the Lord leads.

CW4 LINFORD MAITLAND
Maitland, Warrant Officer 

Career College course director 
of warrant officer intermediate 
level education, entered mili-
tary service in 1990 as a field 
artillery meteorologist. He was 
selected for warrant officer can-
didate training in 2003. He said 
the highlight of his career was 
serving in the academic opera-
tions division as course director 
for warrant officer intermediate 
level education. He and his wife, 
Louise, have two children. They 
plan to reside in Columbia, South 
Carolina.

CW4 KEVIN MITCHELL
Mitchell, chief of the Aviation 

Safety Training Division for the 
Combat Readiness Center, en-
tered military service in 1991 as 
a microwave systems operator 
and maintainer. He was selected 
for warrant officer flight training 
in 1997. He said the highlight of 
his career was being an instructor 
in support of training and men-

toring the Army’s newest Avia-
tion safety officers. He and his 
wife, Deanna, have four children. 
They plan to reside in the Dallas, 
Texas, area. 

CW4 PATE BUTLER
Butler, Director of Training 

and Doctrine Flight Training 
Branch trainer and developer, 
entered military service in 1995 
as a CH-47 Chinook mechanic. 
He was selected for warrant of-
ficer flight training in 1999. He 
said the highlight of his career 
was serving in the 101st Airborne 
Division as the general support 
Aviation battalion and combat 
Aviation brigade standardization 
instructor pilot. He and his wife, 
Angela, have two children. They 
plan to reside wherever the air-
lines take them.

CW4 CHRISTOPHER 
REESE

Reese, F Company, 1-212th 

Avn. Regt. UH-60M maintenance 
test pilot course track chief, en-
tered military service in 1995 as 
a UH-60 Black Hawk repairer 
and crew chief. He was selected 
for warrant officer flight train-
ing in 2000. He said the high-
lights of his career were being a 
company maintenance officer at 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky, and 
the track chief for the UH-60M 
maintenance test pilot course. He 
and his wife, Jasmine, have six 
children.

CW3 ERIC CURTIS
Curtis, 1-212th Avn. Regt. 

Headquarters and Headquarters 
Co., officer in charge of UH-
60 academics, entered military 
service in 1997 as a transporta-
tion officer. He was selected for 
warrant officer flight training in 
2008. He said the highlight of 
his career was being an air as-
sault instructor. He and his wife, 
Shonta, have two children. They 
plan to reside in Enterprise.

MASTER SGT. RONALD 
HELMS

Helms, senior equal opportu-
nity adviser to the commanding 
general of Army Contracting 
Command, Redstone Arsenal, 
entered military service in 1997 
as an automated logistics special-
ist. He said the highlight of his 
career was marrying his wife, 
Kimberly. They have two chil-
dren and plan to reside in Wick-
sburg. 

SGT. 1ST CLASS JON 
SCHNEIDER

Schneider, DOTD operations 
project NCO, operations sergeant 
and security manager, entered 
military service in 1992 as an in-
fantryman and later reclassified 
as an Aviation operations special-
ist. He said the highlight of his 
career was serving as a drill ser-
geant and teaching new Soldiers. 
He and his wife, Christiane, plan 
to reside in Enterprise or Texas.

SGT 1ST CLASS PERRY 
KING

King, instructor, writer and 
NCO in charge of the UH-60 
A/L/M initial entry rotary wing 
pilot course, entered military 
service in 1998 as a UH-60 
Black Hawk mechanic. He said 
the highlights of his career were 
his faith in God and marrying 
his wife, Lynn. They have two 
children and plan to reside in 
Enterprise. 
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CW3 Eric Curtis, Sgt. 1st Class Perry King, Maj. Troy Eck, CW4 Christopher Reese, Master Sgt. Ronald Helms and Col. Brian Bennett.

328 YEARS OF SERVICE
By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Retirees honored at the quarterly ceremony Friday at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum: Chaplain (Col.) Dean Bonura, CW4 Linford Mait-
land, Maj. Tyrone Ballard, Sgt. 1st Class Jon Schneider, CW4 Pate Butler, CW4 Kevin Mitchell and Chaplain (Maj.) Collie Foster. 

Fresh, Right off the Farm Country Style

Hwy. 84 W / Moates Road Enterpr฀se, AL
(TOWARDS NEW BROCKTON)

Bobby Helms, Owner

334-393-7224
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-5PM • Sat. 8AM-2PM

, Right off the Farm, Co

Now Available
• SA฀SUMAS!!!
• RUBY RED
GRAPEFRUI฀S
• MEYERS
LEMONS

$1.25 per lb
• 5 lb bags
• 10 lb bags

U PICK OR WE PICK

H 84 W / M ttes Road • Enterpr฀se ALt R d

ALSO...WE CRACK & SHELL

PECANS!!!

FORT BENNING, Ga. 
– Soldiers from the 815th 
Brigade Engineer Bat-
talion, 1st Security Force 
Assistance Brigade went 
through a series of scenario 
training events at Selby Hill 
Combined Arms Collec-
tive Training Facility at Fort 
Benning Oct. 24.

The scenario training in-
cluded medical and casualty 
evacuation within a village, 
where the Soldiers worked 
together with local leaders 
of the village to de-escalate 

a simulated hostile situation 
and successfully transport 
simulated casualties out of 
harm’s way.

Soldiers reacted to con-
tact and provided security 
around the perimeter of sim-
ulated casualties. They pro-
vided first aid by applying 
tourniquets to stop bleeding 
and applied pressure dress-
ings. They then called in a 
nine-line MedEvac request 
to pick up the causalities. 

The Soldiers then trans-
ported the casualties out of 
the hostile area using a lit-
ter carry where they loaded 
them in a Mine-Resistant 
Ambush Protective vehicle 

so they can be transported 
to get further medical atten-
tion. 

Most of the Soldiers are 
not medics, however they 
used the advanced first aid 
training skills they learned in 
brigade combat team trauma 
training. BCT3 is a combat 
medic course that all 1st 
SFAB Soldiers, regardless 
of specialty, complete.

Maj. Charles Comfort, 
815th BEB executive officer 
said, “The training scenario 
starts off as a walk to ad-
vise mission, with the teams 
communicating and work-
ing with the local police of 
a small town, and then turns 

into a medical lane dealing 
with an improvised explo-
sive device attack with mul-
tiple causalities and forces 
teams to react to those casu-
alties.” 

“This is the time when 
the teams establish troop 
leading procedures and start 
building the continuity of 
those teams,” said Comfort.

The training is designed 
to prepare the teams for a 
potential deployment.

“This exercise will pre-
pare us for working as small 
teams; working on advisory 
skills with foreign security 
forces; integrating our secu-
rity forces and figuring out 
proper tactics, techniques 
and procedures,” said Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Christopher 
Lococo, 815th BEB.

“The significance of the 
training is to enable us the 
ability to identify fundamen-
tal weakness of working in 
small groups,” said Lococo. 
“Senior experienced leaders 
help the process, and they 
are able to self-identify any 
individual weakness that 
their team may have.” 

“It is all about making the 
team better,” Lococo said.

The 1st SFAB is the first 
brigade to be specifically 
built to help combatant 
commanders accomplish 
theater security objectives 

by training, advising, assist-
ing, accompanying and en-
abling foreign security force 
partners.

For more information 
about volunteering for 1st 
SFAB Soldiers should con-
tact their branch manager.

1st SFAB conducts medical and casualty evacuation training
By Sgt. Joseph Truckley
50th Public Affairs 
Detachment

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. VINCENT BYRD

A Soldier with the 815th Brigade Engineer Battalion, 1st Security Force Assistance Brigade provides secu-
rity during medical evacuation training at Fort Benning, Ga., Oct. 24. 

13 Soldiers retire during quarterly ceremony



“In the past, if people wanted to donate their time, CFC 
couldn’t log that, but now you can go online, find (your 
charity of choice) and click the little hand (icon) and say 
you want to volunteer your time,” he said. “If you don’t 
have the funds available and you still want to help out the 
community, you can donate your time.”

There are over a thousand charities people can choose 
to donate to through CFC. One of the main benefits of do-
nating through CFC is that charities go through a vetting 
process and people can actually see where their donation 
dollars go.

“When you donate to a company or charity, you don’t 
know what the overhead cost is and CFC breaks that down 

by each charity,” said Preczewski. “CFC makes it easier 
for people to see where their dollars are actually going. 
That’s one benefit to the CFC – they do that research for 
you.”

Out of the thousands of charities available, local chari-
ties can be donated to, as well.

“This is one way that Fort Rucker can impact the Wire-
grass area,” said the medical company commander. 

Regardless of the charity people choose to donate to, 
Baker said the importance of giving is what the campaign 
season is all about, and this year’s season is less focused 
on a dollar amount, and more on making sure people 
know that they have the opportunity to give back.

“Our goal this year is 100-percent contact,” said the 
LAHC commander. “Here at Lyster, our goal is to touch 

and communicate with all of our 400-plus employees and 
contractors here, and make them aware of the CFC and 
their opportunity to give to a charity.”

This year, Soldiers, government employees, retirees 
and contractors can give back, and since there are still 
growing pains with the new system, people can still do-
nate in person. No cash donations will be taken, however, 
and people must donate either by check or online.

“We need to encourage people to seek this out,” said 
Baker. “There are a lot of small organizations on Fort 
Rucker and people need to seek this out because this is a 
great opportunity. You can do this as a tax write-off, but 
it’s about the philanthropy – contributing to something 
greater than yourself.”

For more information, call 255-7456.

form a staggered formation.”
These signals are vital to keeping the 

formation intact and keeping the riders 
safe, he said, adding that it’s vital that the 
formation not be broken up by other mo-
torists.

Riding in a group brings a whole new 
dynamic to riding, and Joel Vanhoolandt, 
Department of the Army civilian and ride 
coordinator, said it is imperative that rid-
ers understand that.

“This is just a way to show Soldiers what 
right looks like and give them a chance to 
ride in a controlled environment,” he said. 
“A lot of folks only ride with one or two 
riders, and this is a different formation – a 
different side to riding. Hopefully they re-
tain some of (what they learn) when they 
go ride by themselves.”

Col. Chad Chasteen, 110th Avn. Bde. 
commander, came to send the riders off, 
and although he is not a rider, he said he 
has the utmost respect for those who do 
ride.

“In the 70s when I was growing up, I 
used to watch a man called Evel Knievel,” 

said the brigade commander. “I watched 
Evel Knievel jump over 16 cars, 18 cars, 
20 cars, try to jump over the fountain at 
Caesar’s Palace – he was my hero grow-
ing up. Ever since I saw Evel Knievel, I’ve 
been infatuated with motorcycles.

“I remember one time he went to jump 
over a shark tank and it didn’t work out so 
well,” he said. “His motorcycle failed, it 
decelerated and he crashed. I’m not a rider 
but I really do love motorcycles, and I ad-
vocate mentorship rides and programs, so 
you’ll always have an advocate in me as 
the brigade commander.”

As a battalion commander, Chasteen 
said one of the darkest days of his 27-year 
career came when he lost a Soldier to a 
motorcycle accident. After that, he told 
himself that he would do what he could to 
advocate for motorcycle safety.

“I went out and made it my mission in 
life to make sure my guys had mentorship 
rides, had the training and had the resourc-
es – that’s what I consider this today,” he 
said. “It should be a lot of fun and I hope 
you guys have fun, but it’s training and 
that’s the way I see it.

“All I’m asking you to do today is have 

fun, but I’m asking you to do so with dis-
cipline and be safe,” continued the brigade 
commander. “Please just set a great ex-

ample for the other folks. Understand that 
you are going with my 100-percent trust 
and I want you to have fun.
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WASHINGTON — The 2001 
and 2002 Authorizations for Use 
of Military Force remain sound 
bases for ongoing U.S. military 
operations against the mutat-
ing threat of terrorism fueled by 
extremism aimed at innocents 
around the globe, Defense Sec-
retary Jim Mattis said on Capitol 
Hill Monday.

Appearing with State Secretary 
Rex Tillerson before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, Mat-
tis testified on use of the AUMFs, 
under which the U.S. military has 
been operating since the bills were 
passed in 2001 and 2002.

In the aftermath of the deadly 
9/11 attack on the United States, 
and to prevent future acts of in-
ternational terrorism against the 
nation, Congress passed the 2001 
AUMF, finding the president 
has, “’authority under the Con-
stitution to take action to deter 
and prevent acts of international 
terrorism against the United 
States,” Mattis said, quoting the 
authority.

The 2002 AUMF gives the pres-
ident authority to, “’defend the na-
tional security of the United States 
against the continuing threat posed 
by Iraq,’” he again quoted. 

Previous administrations have 
cited the statutory authorities to 
address the threats posed by ter-
rorist groups in Iraq and Syria, 
the secretary said, noting that 
historically, “it lies firmly within 
any president’s constitutional au-
thority and responsibility as the 
elected commander-in-chief to 
designate who presents a threat 
to our country.”

And to date, he added, the Ar-
ticle II authority, reinforced by 
the 2001 and 2002 AUMFs, has 
been used to take action against 
al-Qaida, the Taliban, the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria and asso-
ciated forces.

CONGRESSIONAL 
SUPPORT

“Though a statement of contin-
ued Congressional support would 
be welcome,” Mattis said, “a new 
AUMF is not legally required to 
address the continuing threat 
posed by al-Qaida, the Taliban 
and ISIS.” 

Article II of the Constitution 
and both AUMFs, “provide safe, 
sufficient legal authority for us 
to engage and defeat the current 
threat – which we are doing by 
working by, with and through our 

allies and partners,” Mattis said.
“Any new congressional ex-

pression of unity, whether or 
not an AUMF, would present a 
strong statement to the world of 
America’s determination, dem-
onstrating – as Sen. [Tim] Kaine 
has stated,” the secretary said, 
‘an important message of resolve 
to the American public and our 
troops that we stand behind them 
in their mission.’”

A NEW AUMF
The secretary emphasized 

that to successfully prosecute 
the counterterrorism campaign, 
any debate on a new or revised 
AUMF must contain three fac-
tors.

First, he said, the two AUMFs 
should not be repealed, and after 
several court cases and debates, 
all three branches of government 

seem to agree that both have 
sufficient authority to prosecute 
operations against al-Qaida, the 
Taliban, and ISIS.

“Repealing the 2001 and 2002 
AUMFs would only cause un-
necessary policy and legal un-
certainty, which could lead to 
additional litigation and public 
doubt.”

Further, such repeals would 
signal our enemies and allies we 
are backing away from the fight, 
Mattis said.

“It would stall our operations, 
immediately reduce allied com-
mitments and support, and create 
significant opportunities for our 
enemies to seize the initiative,” 
he said.

Repeals of the AUMFs with-
out new authorities would also 
deprive the U.S. of the ability to 
detain dangerous enemy combat-

ants who could be released to 
fight again, the secretary added. 

Second, a new AUMF cannot 
be time-restricted, the defense 
secretary said.

“We cannot put a firm timeline 
on conflict against an adaptive 
enemy who would hope that we 
haven’t the will to fight as long as 
necessary,” Mattis testified. “In-
stead, we must recognize that we 
are in an era of frequent skirmish-
ing and we are more likely to end 
this fight sooner if we don’t tell 
our adversary the day we intend 
to stop fighting.”

A conditions-based AUMF 
would not lessen Congress’ au-
thority, and the purse strings lie 
in Congress’ hands if the execu-
tive branch “does not present a 
persuasive case for continuing 
the campaign,” he said.

And finally, a new AUMF 

cannot be geographically con-
strained, the defense secretary 
said.

“As has been stated, these are 
not traditional threats,” Mat-
tis said. “This is a fight against 
a transnational enemy, one that 
does not respect international 
borders and does not place geo-
graphic limits on their areas of 
operations. So, necessarily, to 
defend our country, we must be 
prepared to swiftly engage this 
global enemy in conjunction with 
our allies and partners.

“As as our troops on the battle-
field carry out the last 300 meters 
of American foreign policy to 
protect our way of life,” he said, 
“I ask Congress for your contin-
ued support and commitment to 
ensure we retain the necessary 
authorities to take our own side 
in this fight.”

SecDef: Military force authorizations remain sound
By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity

PHOTO BY AIR FORCE STAFF SGT. JETTE CARR

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis flies over Afghanistan Sept. 27. 

Security Clearance Denied/Revoked?
Contact Ron Sykstus NOW! rsykstus@bondnbotes.com 256-713-0221

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services

he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has

been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,

covering all areas of government concern including:

• F฀nanc฀al
Considerations

• Secur฀ty V฀olat฀ons
• Drug Involvement

• Alcohol Consumpt฀on
• Personal Conduct
• Cr฀m฀nal Conduct
• Sexual Behav฀or

• Fore฀gn Influence
• Fore฀gn Preference
• M฀suse of Informat฀on

Technology

Also ava฀lable for Courts-Mart฀al, Mag฀strate Court
and Adm฀n฀strat฀ve Separat฀on Board Defense.

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

4343 COUNTY RD 651: $129,500: Located just minutes from
Enterprise, this is the perfect starter home. Spacious living room
with hardwood floors. Eat in kitchen with extra cabinetry for a
pantry. Large laundry room with an entry door to the back patio.
Master bedroom with a nice sized walk in closet and double sink
vanity in the bathroom. Wired for a garbage disposal and garage
opener but never installed. Rare find for this price range.
JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231 & TERRI AVERETT 406-2072

213 ASHBROOK DR: $180,000: Great floor plan on this nice
ranch. Lot of space for a big family or entertainment. It features
4 bedrooms and 2.5 baths, an office, a big living area with
fireplace, kitchen with breakfast area and separate dining room,
all sitting on a big level lot with a fenced backyard with plenty
of room for outside activities. VA foreclosure to be sold as is.
Alabama Right of Redemption will apply. NANCY CAFIERO
389-1758 & BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534

93 MICHAEL LANE: $245,000: A true paradise. This four bedroom two

bath home is full of light and space! Plenty of windows let in natural light

and showcase the beautiful neighborhood. This home features an elegant

bonus room with floor to ceiling windows equipped with an indoor grill for

entertaining family and friends. The home is pre wired for surround sound,

the master bathroom has a double sink vanity, and the home is clean and

ready to move in. The vacant lot next to is included it to add your pool/

outdoor entertainment. CHRIS ROGERS 406-0726 & JUDY DUNN 301-5656

102 SAMANTHA DR OZARK: $130,000: Drastic reduction!! Custom made

brick home in country settings. It features 5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, two

living areas with F/P, nice kitchen with granite counters, lots of space

for a big family and entertainment. Outside there is an oversize L shape

in-ground pool with a big area for other activities or grilling. Condition of

pool is unknown. Location is great, very close to town and to Fort Rucker.

This is a VA foreclosure to be sold "as is". Alabama Right of Redemption

will apply. NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 & BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534

TBD TURNER ST: $25,000: Lots 9, 10 & 11 on Turner

Street in O.J. Waters subdivision. Seller will not sell

separately. Lots may also be purchased as a package

with #20171997 which backs up to the three lots.

Each lot is approximately 100 x 150 for a total of 1

acre. JAN SAWYER 406-2393

8825 DALE COUNTY RD 1: $170,000: Tons of potential on almost 3 acres

of land. Two 3/1.5 houses in good condition w/termite bonds on both. Two

huge metal bldgs previously used as a cabinet shop & lumber storage

bldg. Another bldg was used for painting cabinets & has windows that tilt

out for ventilation. Two detached carports w/a total of 5 stalls. A storm

shelter, small storage bldg & 2 detached laundry/storage bldgs complete

the package. Another 3 lots totaling 1 acre behind the property are for

sale as #20171999. Separately or as package. JAN SAWYER 406-2393

1405 COUNTY RD 721: $150,000: Amazing opportunity to

have 10 acres of land close to Enterprise! The land has a 3

sided electric fence, city water can come to street but there

is private well now. Brick was added around front porch,

2 inch faux wood blinds, built in tv area, laminate flooring

throughout-no carpet. Huge barn with electric.

MAGGIE HAAS 389-0011

28648 HWY 167: $320,000: Country living at it's best

on 30+/- acres. Idyllic setting with two porches; front

and back to enjoy the view. Fire pit, trails, and plenty of

wildlife. Open floor plan with tons of natural light. Granite

counters, Kitchenaid dishwasher, & add'l freezer. Storm/Safe room. Many

other amenities. Roughly 27 acres in pasture land and existing food plots.

There are surveyed plans for a 5+/- acre spring fed pond. Great neighbors!

This is the dream home you have

been looking for. Turkey Hunter's

paradise.

CHERYL PICCININI 390-9612

SUNDAY,
NOV. 5

11:00-3:00PM

Owner is licensed residential home builder & REALTOR in the state of Alabama.

113 Brooke Lane: Custom-built, corner of Riverwood and

Brooke Lane.

$267,750

232 Jasmine Cir: The Cottages at Woodland Park: Tucked

in the woods off Boll Weevil Circle.

$174,500

200 Jasmine Circle: New construction convenient to schools, shopping,

golf, restaurants and minutes from Ft. Rucker. Security system, 2 car

garage, wood floor in dining area/living room/hall, carpet & tile floors,

stainless appliances, natural gas heat/cooking/water heater, low E windows,

sprinkler system, 2" faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom and tray

ceiling in grandroom and fenced back yard. (Winterberry Plan)

$169,500

206 Winterberry Way: New construction convenient to schools, shopping,

golf, restaurants and minutes from Ft. Rucker. Security system, 1 car

garage, wood floor in dining area/living room/hall, carpet & tile floors,

stainless appliances, natural gas heat/cooking/water heater, low E windows,

sprinkler system, 2" faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom and tray

ceiling in grandroom and fenced back yard. (Maple Leaf Plan)

$164,500

SEPTEMBER

TOP LISTER

& TOP SELLER

SHAWN REEVES

334-475-6405

Your Home Search is in

Good Hands with our

POWER

PRODUCER

of the month!

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become

a fan on

Facebook

$79,900

$185,000

$120,000

$219,000

$116,500
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Armywide

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait – As 
the sun rose at Landing Zone Gerber, 
it was greeted by members of the 
Kuwait Land Forces and Soldiers 
from the U.S. Army as they trained 
together to breach and clear a make-
shift town during exercise Desert 
Wall in Udari Oct. 5.

Soldiers of the 29th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade’s 1-147th Assault Heli-

copter Battalion, Task Force Wraith, 
assisted throughout the combined 
ground and air assault training, in-
cluding the culminating exercise 
involving the Kuwaiti Land Forces 
and Soldiers from 2nd Squadron, 
7th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Armored 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry 
Division.

The partnered forces trained to-
gether to sharpen their skills prior 
to the joint exercise. In Desert Wall, 
Task Force Wraith used two UH-

60M Black Hawks to conduct the 
air assault for the U.S. and Kuwaiti 
ground forces.

Training included both cold load, 
when the helicopter is turned off, and 
hot load training, where the helicop-
ter’s rotary blades were spinning. 

Additional familiarization train-
ing required passengers to safely 
demonstrate proper boarding proce-
dures, carrying weapons on aircraft 

SEE 29TH CAB, PAGE B4

FORT BENNING, Ga. — Select 
members of adviser teams with the 
1st Security Force Assistance Bri-
gade trained on the RQ-11B Raven 
and RQ-20 Puma unmanned air-
craft systems for 15 days at several 
locations on Kelley Hill on Fort 
Benning.

The UAS are used to provide 
adviser teams with a readily ac-
cessible asset for force protection 
and to help enable the host nation 
forces the Soldiers are working 
with during a mission, said Maj. 
Matt Hertz, brigade Aviation offi-
cer, 1st SFAB. 

Staff Sgt. Rhoebbie Bray, 3rd 
Battalion, 52nd Infantry Regiment, 
1st SFAB, said the UAS are help-
ful for reconnaissance of the areas 

they are in by the combat adviser 
teams.

“They can look at the area be-
fore they physically have to go out 
there,” Bray said. 

The training was the Soldiers’ 
first exposure to the UASs. They 
were selected to learn the systems 
through hands-on training so that 
they can train Soldiers at their 
units. 

“It’s different; it’s outside of my 
[military occupational specialty],” 
Bray said. “I don’t know how 
many 42As [human resources spe-
cialist] fly Ravens.”

The Soldiers learned airspace 
management, how the system op-
erates, setup of the system, how 
to conduct a preflight inspection, 
handing off control of the aircraft 
between two ground-control sys-
tems and then they conducted mis-
sions. 

The Raven has a 10-kilometer 
range and an hour-long battery life, 
while the Puma has a 20-kilometer 
range and a two-hour battery life, 
Herrington said. The Puma is also 
waterproof and both systems are 

hand launched.
The 1st SFAB was activated in 

August and consists of volunteer 
senior officers and NCOs with 
proven warfighting expertise, said 
Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel Dai-
ley. The unit is optimized for train, 
advise, assist, accompany and en-
able missions, and is built on an in-
fantry brigade combat team model 
to support a secondary mission of 
being able to rapidly generate an 
infantry brigade combat team if the 
Army needs to grow in the future.

Volunteers with 1st SFAB re-
ceive a multitude of training to 
include common core operations, 
advising, communications, foreign 
weapons and foreign language 
training. 

“Our ability to train and oper-
ate effectively with partner nation 
forces in current and future con-
flicts will remain key to the suc-
cessful application of 21st Century 
Land Power,” Dailey said in a re-
lease to possible volunteers. 

Soldiers interested in joining 
the 1st SFAB should contact their 
branch manager.

EYE IN THE SKY
An AH-64 Apache from the 1st Air Cav. Bde. rolls off the Endurance at the port of Zeebrugge, Belgium, Oct. 20. More than 70 helicopters arrived as the unit prepares to take over the Aviation role of 
Atlantic Resolve from the 10th CAB. 

PHOTO BY SGT. 1ST CLASS JACOB A. MCDONALD 

APAC HE LANDING

By Spc. Noelle E. Wiehe
50th Public Affairs Detachment, 
3rd Infantry Division 

By Staff Sgt. Isolda Reyes
For Army News Service

29th CAB teams with 
Kuwaiti forces for exercise

A 29th CAB UH-60M Black Hawk ferries U.S. and Kuwaiti forces during combined training Oct. 4.

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. ISOLDA REYES

1st SFAB trained 
on UAS as force 
protection asset

Staff Sgt. Justin Seeley, 3-52nd Inf. Regt., 1st SFAB, launches an RQ-11B Raven 
UAS Oct. 16 at Fort Benning, Ga. 

PHOTO BY SPC. NOELLE E. WIEHE

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico – After Hurricane Maria 
hit Puerto Rico, many citizens were left struggling to 
meet their basic needs. Food, water, fuel, and medical 
supplies were desperately needed as many communi-
ties became isolated due to flooding from the storm.

Maj. Gema Robles, the executive officer for 1st Ar-
mored Division Combat Aviation Brigade and a native 
of San Juan, Puerto Rico, and helicopter crews from 

SEE 1ST AD CAB, PAGE B4

By Sgt. Thomas Calvert
24th Press Camp Quarters

HELPING 
HANDS
1st AD CAB provides aid 
to recovering Puerto Rico

Sgt. Jose Camacho, a flight engineer with the 2-501st Avn. 
Regt., CAB, 1st AD, observes from his CH-47 Chinook position 
Oct. 18 while preparing to deliver food and water from FEMA to 
the residents of Utuado, Puerto Rico, following the devastation 
caused by Hurricane Maria.

PHOTO BY CAPT. TYSON FRIAR
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AUCTION SALES

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE

HEALTH PRODUCTS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

MISCELLANEOUS PETS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE & OFFICE WORK

GENERAL

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

VACATION PROPERTIES

RECREATION

BOATS
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MOTOR HOMES & RVS
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AUTOS FOR SALE
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BUY IT!

SELL IT! FIND IT!

Easy Ways to
Increase Your Ad’s Results...

1. Use bold type

2. Use an Attractor

3. Start your ad with the item you are selling
or a benefit headline

4. Abbreviate as little as possible

5. Describe your item or job position in detail

6. Include the price of the item you are selling

7. Use white space, large type and graphics
to make your ad stand out and be
visually compelling

ù Estate Auction Bill and Peggy Dobbins ,
Former owners of Holmes Creek

Pizza and Pasta
November 4, 2017

Sign in and preview 8:00 AM CST
Auction starts at 9:00 AM CST

2740 Traverse Lane, Vernon, FL 32462

BRADLEY CLARK 850-718-6510
AU-4628/AB-3450

JOHN SEWELL 850-896-2343
AU-4677/AB-3488

SPECIAL COLLECTIBLE & ANTIQUE AUCTION

SAT. NOV. 4TH AT 6:00 PM
SMITH TRADING POST INC.

9017 W US HWY 84 DOTHAN, AL. 36305
(334) 797-0785

FURNITURE & GLASSWARE
FOR MORE INFO & PICTURES

PLEASE GO TO: AUCTIONZIP.COM WITH
AUCTIONEER ID # 13960
LARRY SMITH AL. LIC. $ 916
10% Buyers premium,
cash or local check only.

FOR SALE Burial Plots , Woodlawn Cemetery in
Ozark, located in Heritage Garden area, prime
location, also 12x24 memorial plaque, serious
inquires only. Call George 334-701-4795.

4-Storage Units /Estate Sale/ Picker Style
100 Block of Middleton Rd. ff Hodgesville Rd.
Fri. 3rd & Sat. 4th (8-2) art, vintage items,
cookbooks, appl., art glass and much more!

Grocery Store
For Sale.

∂ Establish Turn Key Store.
∂ Full service with deli,
meat and produce.

∂ $1.4 million yearly sales.
email contact:
grocerystore99@gmail.com

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Beautiful Brindle Boxer/Bully mix. Loves walks/
Loves fetch. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

FREE Rescued Dogs for Loving Homes
Lab mixed, Pitts, & others to choose from.

Call: 334-791-7312

Young Black/Brindle Lab Mix. Loving, Playful,
Good with kids/dogs. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Young Merle Bully Mix. Sweet but Cautious.
Energetic, Playful. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Med. Terrier Mix. Tan/White. Shy, loves all dogs.
Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

HORSES for Sale 3 Peruvian Paso’s
Call: 334-796-2228.

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE
Home grown tomatoes,

shell peas, butter beans and
other fresh vegetables

available!

Hwy 52 Malvern 334-793-6690

Buying Pine / Hardwood
in your area.
No tract too small

Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber

334-389-2003

Spectracare Health Systems
has an opening for

Secretary II
at our Dale County Clinic

Open interviews to be held at our
Dale County Clinic on

Friday Nov. 3rd 9am - 11am
134 Katherine Ave. Ozark, Al.

Benefits include : Holidays, Competitive
Salary, BCBS and Retirement

IMMEDIATE JOB OPENING

EXPERIENCED ROOFER
AND VINYL INSTALLERS

CALL 334-494-7400 TO SET
UP AN APPOINTMENT.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coffee County Landfill has an
openings for the following position:

Operator II
Starting Pay $11.72 to $13.26 per hour

depending on experience and qualifications.
Demonstrated experience operating heavy
equipment and a valid Alabama Driver’s
License required. CDLS with tanker and
HAZMAT endorsements, and knowledge
and experience operating crawler dozers,
excavators, and articulating dump trucks
preferred. Benefits include: paid vacation,
sick leave, health insurance, holidays,

and State retirement.

Closing date: November 10th, 2017.
Please apply at the Alabama
Career Center, Enterprise, AL.
Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Recovery Agent
Needed for local

repossession company.
∂ Clean drivers license req.
∂ Must be able to pass
background check.
∂ Must be 27 yrs of age.

To schedule an
appointment

Call 334-671-1170.

White Oak Transportation, based in Decatur,
AL, has an immediate opening for a

CDL Class A Local Driver
to run from feed mill in Midland City, AL to
local farms delivering chicken feed.

Experience loading and unloading feed truck
helpful but not required - PAID training will
be provided $500.00 per week. This is a great
opportunity for the right driver looking for
local work! Good candidates will have
working knowledge of the area and some
experience in local beverage delivery,
flatbed or LTL freight is helpful.

Visit us online for a complete
job description and application.
www.whiteoaktrans.com

4BR/4.5BA 103 Glencoe Way $2295.
3BR/2BA 204 Monta Leisha Ct. $1050.
3BR/2BA 1002 Selkirk Dr. $925.
3BR/2.5BA 154 Coral Ln. $875.
4BR/2BA 1015 Campbellton $895.
3BR/2BA 1805 Dale Ct. $745.
3BR/2BA 1011 Cynthia Dr. $775.
2BR/2BA 401-1 Coe Dairy Rd. $725.

Chapelwood Townhomes
2BR/1.5BA

kitchen appliances, lawncare, CH&A,
Fireplace, covered patio, $545. month
www.dothanhouserentals.com

ALFRED SALIBA REALTY
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

(334) 792-2134

2-10 acre tract
Between Webb and Ashford.
Owner financing with payment
down. Call: 386-312-6363.

Arce Lots for Sale-Headland
OWNER FINANCE AVAILABLE
Central water and electric pole included.
$12,900 per ac. lot. OBO Call: 386-312-6363

Property for Sale: 171.20 +/- acres w/pond,
Eufaula, Barbour County, AL, off Rocky
Mount Church Road. $270,000.00.

Contact Deborah Hicks 334-687-8369 or
Vera Bailes 706-761-0043.

1611 East Park Ave. Enterprise, AL
5BR/3BA 6918 sq. ft. on 1.50 Acres

Waterfront view of the 10 acre lake with
fishing rights. So many awesome features to
include: custom wood work, real hardwood
floors, bonus room, office, 1600 sq. ft. of attic
space (could be finished out), storage and
cabinets galore, kitchen area in garage,
formal living room, mother in law suite,
sunroom, butler pantry attached to kitchen,
two sided fireplace in hearth room and rec
room, large driveway for your boat or RV,
cathedral ceiling in great room, and so much
more! 4 car garage with a workshop.

$400,000 Call Linda Simmons 334-300-8441

FSBO 3BR/2BA with carport in Hartford
located in the country. Porch across front,

dishwasher & stove included.
Real nice! 14 yrs. old. $83,000
334-588-3384 or 334-449-1656.

Highlands FSBO
3000SF 4BR/2.5BA

Saltwater pool and great
tropical setting with
fruit trees. Too many
amenities and upgrades

to list. Brochures in sign box at
205 Stonehaven Ct. $376,000. No agents.
Call 334-333-5646 for appointment.

Construction Worker
Southeast Gas has an immediate opening for a
Construction Worker in its Enterprise Office.
Job provides competitive pay and an excellent

benefit package: vacation, sick leave, employer paid benefits health insurance,
long term and short term disability plan, life insurance, retirement,
and 457 deferred compensation plan with employer match.

This job consists of installing, relocating, and abandoning gas services. Responsibilities
include, responding promptly to reports of gas leaks, conducting necessary maintenance
to repair leaks, and responding to emergencies. Additional responsibilities are assuring
proper maintenance on all valves, preparing main tie-ins, running main extensions and
service lines. Requirements for this position are the ability to operate heavy equipment,
a company vehicle, and to drive or ride for extended periods of time. This position will

involve lifting, bending, pushing, pulling, and walking across diverse terrain.
To qualify for this position, you must have two years related experience, a High School
Diploma or GED, and possession of a valid Alabama Driver’s License. The candidate will

be required to obtain a Commercial Driver’s License upon hire.

Interested applicants should apply at The Southeast Gas Office,
102 Lester Drive, Enterprise, AL 36331 or submit a current
resume to Southeast Gas, Attention: Corporate Services,

P.O. Box 1338, Andalusia, AL 36420.
SEAGD is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action/Veterans/Disability Employer.

REDUCED! LAKE EUFAULA HOUSE
3BR/2BA $74,900 owner finance $636. mo.
White Oak Shores Lakefront Subdivision

Members only Boatramp, Docks, Swim Pools
Clubhouse www.ownerfinancedothan.com

Call: 334-798-5555 814 White Oak Drive

201 Stratos Bass Boat -
with 2002 225 Evinrude
motor. 2 Pro series 8
ft. anchors. Many new
extras, including trol-

ling motor. Located in Clayton, AL. Serious in-
quires only! $10,200 407-433-8887

Wilderness Travel Trailer 2000 29 ft. 5th wheel
sleeps 6, has a place for washer and dryer, like
new, excellent condition, satellite receiver and
tow bar included, very clean. $6500.
850-718-1530 or 850-526-9938 Many extras!

Bounder by Fleetwood 2004 36S : Ford V10,
58000 miles, 2 Slides, Automatic leveling
system, Rear camera, Onan Generator 5500,
2 flat screen TVs REDUCED $33,000. OBO
334-718-0113/0114

Coachman 2004 Marada 33DS , class A motor
home, 2 slides, backup camera, leveling jacks,
7.5KW generator, 2 rooftop AC, asking $29,500
Call 850-209-2776

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $49,500
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

1950 Plymouth Special
Deluxe, 2 door coupe,
flathead 6 cylinder,
manual transmission
(three on a tree) lots of

chrome, wheel skirts, whitewall tires. Serious
inquires only. $11,000 OBO. Call 334-797-3095

Dodge 1965 D100 Pickup , slant 6-225 engine
original drive train, Collector used vehicle,
Good exterior, excellent interior condition
48,000 miles, KBB Value $22,500. Call or text
Oscar (334) 791-1356 serious inquiries only.

Ford 1970 Mustang , 6 cyl engine original drive
train, one owner collector vehicle, excellent
condition, 150,000 miles, KBB Value $20,000
Call or text Oscar at (334) 791-1356 serious in-
quiries only.

Chevrolet 2014 Cruz, under warranty, must sell.
$200 down $219 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0027.

Honda 2010 Fit-local one owner 120,000 miles in
excellent condition, automatic, a/c, all power,
CD, Lemans Sunset orange with black cloth
interior, 40 MPG $7995 334-688-5156

Honda 2013 Civic, rated best buy, all power,
door locks, windows, AM/FM/CD, great coge
car, better than 40 miles per gallon. $250 down,
$250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2016 Civic LX, 4 door, fully equipped, full
warranty, must sell. $200 down, $269 per
month. Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyundia 2016 Sonata, great gas mileage, 4 door
sedan, very well equipped, low miles. $200
down $230 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243.

Jaguar 2001 XJ8 Sedan , 96K miles, sunroof,
above average condition! Silver in color. New
AC. $4800. 334-701-2596. Ozark

Kia 2013 Rio EX, loaded,
back up camera, new
tires, economical, auto-
matic, 4 cyl. 84K miles,
$6400. 334-790-7959.

Kia forte 2014 EX 5DR, PW, DL, CD/MP3,
Bluetooth, memory seats, remote keyless,
cruise, tilt, fog lights, sunroof, heat & cool driv-
er seat, heat steering & rear seat, Xenon head
lights, Navigator, dual climate, snow white ext.,
grey interior leather, 42K miles, remaining 5 yr.
60,00 warr. Great pull behind RV or first car.
Only $11,349. call or text 334-488-6093.

Mercedes Benz 2013 Smart Fourtwo , 22,500k
miles, silver, fully loaded, sunroof, hatchback,
recently serviced and good for 10k miles.
$6,500 Call 334-687-0347 located in Eufaula.
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

EXCAVATION

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

LAWN SERVICES

PAINTING

POWER WASHING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

Want to sell your

AUTOMOBILE?

Place a Classified Ad

TODAY!

Dothan Accountant wants to purchase
Bookkeeping/Tax Preperation Service
from retiring or near retirement

Accountants. Please mail infomation
to "Box UU" DE Classifieds, 227 North
Oates Street, Dothan AL 36303.

Complete CareGivers

In Home Elder Care Service
Housekeeping, Cooking, Any Hours, Appt.
Transportation & Reasonable Rates!
Call Linda 334-405-1520

HELPING HANDZ CAREGIVING
24HRS/7DAYS & 20 YRS EXP PLUS
Companionship, Housekeeping,
Cooking, Cleaning, Doctor Appts,

Baths, Grooming, Shopping, Entertianment,
Church & Assists w/Meds. Licensed&Bonded.
AFFORDABLE RATES! CALL 334-589-3361

POOLE
ASPHALT & CONCRETE

û û û
Driveways Parking Lots
Access Roads Building Slabs
Side Walks Curbs
Backhoe Work Dozer Work
Dump Truck Fill Dirt

Any & All Asphalt & Concrete Needs

Call 334-492-2235
Dothan, AL

Roy Poole Brent Poole
Estimator Owner

CHAD’s USED CARS

û Buy Here û Pay Hereû

OVER 50 CARS to choose from
GOOD/BAD CREDIT NO PROBLEM!

208 Hartford, AL 36344
334-588-0047 or 334-449-0605
FREE Car give away Quartley at Chad’s

We appreciate your business !!!

DELIGHT CLEANING SERVICE
• Home • Church • Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

BEST SERVICE! BEST PRICE!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)

2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

(334) 685-6039FREE
ESTIMATES

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can handle any
of your construction needs!

CONCRETE WORK
driveways • foundations • slabs • patios

MASONRY WORK
brick • block • stone

ADDITIONS, REMODELING
FRAMING

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Surgical Land Clearing
• Forestry Mulching • Land/Lot Clearing

Contact Patrick or John Moore
at 334-714-4047 or 334-803-4281

• Brush Cutting • Small Trees • Food Plots
• Shooting Lanes • Clear Fence Rows

• Lot Beautification • Survey Line Maintenance
• Riding Trails

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

HUSBAND FOR HIRE
Full Serice Company

û 35 YEARS EXP . û
*Ceiling fans * Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets

*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters
*Painting *Carpentry * Pressure Washing

*Kitchen & Bath Specialist
"Let us handle your home repair needs"

"Odd Jobs to Big Jobs"
Ask for Paul HFHS LLC

334-790-2659
Locally Owned

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334)333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

POPCORN CEILING REMOVAL
* PAINTING * TRIM *
* DRYWALL REPAIRS *

35 years experience ( Licensed & Insured )

r Free Estimates q
Call: Joe 334-441-6736

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR

Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û
û Water Proofing & Insurance Work û

(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards

References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist

Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows

Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation

ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer
Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage
Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

#1 ALDRICH LAWN CARE
Free Est. Price matching with better quality
Mowing, Edging, Weed Eating & Leaves

r 334-678-9701
Licensed & Insured - Residential &
Commercial ( Year round service )

LAWN PRO, LLC

NEED YOUR
YARD CLEANED UP?

FREE ESTIMATE
We also offer:

∂ Year Round Lawn Maintenance
∂ Hedge Trimming ∂ Chainsaw Work

∂ Flower Bed Work including new bedding,

etc... Call Josh at 334-726-8593

Lawn Services
Fall Discounts

Super Competitive RATES
Call: 334-805-6618

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.

r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your FREE ESTIMATE 334-200-1368

T& T Lawn Service LLC
’We walk by faith not by sight’

We specialize in: ∂ Flower beds ∂ Mulching
∂ Pine Straw ∂ Sodding ∂ Hedge Trimming
∂ Fertilizing ∂ Commercial & Residential

FREE ESTIMATES - CALL 334-718-3673

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service

∂ Tree Removal
∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work

∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

A’S PAINTING SERVICE
ùInterior ù Exterior
ù Pressure Washing
FREE ESTIMATES!

SPECILIZE IN GARAGE FLOORS
No job to small!!

(Licensed & Insured)

r Call 334-618-0134

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates ∂ 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof@ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!

FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available

rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649

Licensed & Insured

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING

LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

∂ Roofing

∂ Eaves & Siding

∂ Drives, Etc.
Roof Cleaning
Involves

No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street Dothan, AL

Residential & Commercial
All types of Roofing, Awnings &

Seamless Gutters
We also service Flat Roofs

We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"
For Repairs and Leaks

Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com

r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Withstand Winds
Up To 140 MPH

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1
Tree Service
Licensed

Bonded & Insured
∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation
∂ Lawn Maintenance
∂ Pressure Washing
∂ Land Clearing

Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959

30 years of Experience
Accepting all major credit cards

Quality you can count on with people you
can trust for a price you can’t beat!

TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

Pontiac 2010 G6 , loaded, 4
cylinder, automatic, extra
clean, 104,000 miles
$5995. 334-790-7959.

REDUCED BMW 2004 Z4 Roadster Convertible,
2.5 Lt. engine, 5-speed automatic trans., with
select shift, low miles, 66400 miles, electric
convertible, dark blue, garaged, new
Bridgestone tires and ceramic brakes,
am/fm/cd, very good condition, NADA blue
book $11,500. Selling for $8495.
Enterprise 334-393-1674.

Harley Davidson 2008 Roadking, FLHP 103CU.
IN. twin cam, 27k miles. Asking $8000 Dothan
Call 334-701-2272

HONDA 1999 Shadow A.C.E. 750cc: 19” wheels
with spoke rims. Bike is black with chrome.
Excellent condition with very low mileage.
Great bike, fun to ride. $3200.00 334-702-7565

BMW 2001 X5 suv, loaded,
leather, navigation, one
owner, 99k miles, like
new. $7800.
Call 334-790-7959.

FSBO: Ford Expedition 1997 XLT 5.4 engine,
tow package, black in color, 165K miles,
excellent condition. $4000. 334-792-4554.

Toyota 2009 Highlander ,
approx 137k miles, white
with tan leather seats, ex-
cellent condition, 6 cylin-
ders, no accidents $9,900
Call 334-237-4023.

Chevrolet 2000 Silverado Z71 , 4 wheel drive,
extended cab, V8 automatic, power windows,
locks and mirrors, alloy wheels, brush guard,
runs and drives great. $4800. 334-797-7420

Toyota 2002 Tundra , 4 door, cold AC, burgundy,
very clean, 212k miles $6900 Call 334-792-8018

TRACTOR 2007 Mahindra , md#7520, 4-wheel
drive, 835 hours, front end loader and 8 ft. bush
hog. $22,000 334-798-0856.

û Wanted to buy Junk
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
Call Jim 334-379-4953
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and how to properly egress the helicopter 
based on the wind and crew chief hand 
signals.

“This was my first time getting on a he-
licopter,” said Mohamad Al Hashal, a ve-
hicle driver with the Kuwait Land Forces, 
“it wasn’t too hard to figure out.”

The crew chiefs from Task Force 
Wraith were impressed with how quickly 
the trainees caught on to entering and 
egressing the helicopter.

“The Kuwaiti soldiers did an excellent 
job,” said CW2 Aaron Williams, air mis-
sion commander from 1-147th Assault 

Helicopter Battalion. “They caught on 
fast and met the standards quickly.” 

The Kuwait soldiers appeared to enjoy 
the training, as well. 

“We enjoy working with the American 
Soldiers,” said two of the soldiers with 
the Kuwait Land Forces. “They take their 
time, they learn our culture and they work 
with us.”

They ran several iterations cold load-
ing and then completed hot load training, 
during which they were flown around and 
dropped off to provide an additional layer 
of redundancy for safety. 

Following the hot and cold load train-
ing, the partnered forces began working 

with the 3-1st Cav. to learn the formations 
and maneuvers needed once they were on 
ground so they could practice how to run 
the ground assault on the objective.

“This exercise increases the interoper-
ability between U.S. and Kuwaiti forces 
here,” said Capt. Tim Davis, B Company 
commander, 2-7th Cav. 

“Not only is it good training for them 
[Kuwait Army soldiers],” said Capt. Ross 
Mitchell, 3rd ABCT Aviation officer. “It’s 

also good training for my guys because 
we don’t get to do this every day.”

On the final day of exercise Desert 
Wall, the Kuwait Land Forces worked 
with their U.S. Army counterparts to suc-
cessfully breach and clear the buildings, 
and secure the objective. 

“This was a successful mission,” said 
Mitchell. “The Kuwaiti soldiers hit 
their time markers, kept their focus and 
achieved the objective set before them.”

the CAB helped the community of 
Barrio San Lorenzo, a small town 
struggling to make ends meet.

“Every time I talked to those 
folks, they were getting more and 
more help,” Robles said. “It was 
comforting to land three times in 
the same place, to connect with 
people and be able to provide for 
some of their needs, and also to 
see them having the means [them-
selves].”

Others joked that she adopted 
the village, she said. But Robles 
saw it as a chance to get people 
affected by the storm the help 
they so desperately needed.

“Things are getting better,” 
Robles said. “I saw the improve-
ment over six or seven days in 
this small town. That really put 
me at ease. Things are moving in 
the right direction.”

Soldiers with the 1st AD CAB 
from Fort Bliss, Texas, are doing 
their part in supporting relief ef-
forts in Puerto Rico.

The unit aided the Department 
of Defense’s mission on the island 
through supporting Army North, 
FEMA and first responders.

“We do a lot of things on behalf 
of the United States at large, but 
this one hits close to home,” said 
Robles. “I think anybody would 
jump at the chance to just go do 
whatever. I could be shoveling 
dirt, as long as I was here helping 
with something, it’s worth it.”

The CAB’s mission is focused 
on delivering food and water 
to disaster survivors, providing 
medical evacuation support, as-
sessing terrain and route viability, 
and distributing resources with 
emergency services to isolated 
communities throughout the is-
land.

“The sheer joy in their faces 
and their eyes that you can see, 
regardless of the language you’re 

speaking, is definitely a telling 
sign of how grateful they are in 
receiving the supplies,” said CW4 
Ryan Dechent, a CH-47 Chinook 
pilot with the unit. “That’s equal-
ly felt by the aircrews and all the 
personnel we take with us to help 
distribute and get supplies in the 
hands of the people.”

The CAB has been working 
hand-in- hand with FEMA, the 
Department of Homeland Secu-

rity, a Marine aviation unit, and 
Army National Guard units from 
New York, Pennsylvania and 
Puerto Rico. 

About 474,130 pounds of water, 
169,710 pounds of food and 4,155 
pounds of medical supplies have 
been distributed to those affected 
by Hurricane Maria through the 
joint effort.

“We did similar missions for 
[Hurricane] Harvey, but we’ve 

done a lot more here,” Robles said. 
“Primarily because of the need 
and because of the saturation of 
a bunch of other assets over there 
versus what’s over here. Here it’s 
what comes through boat and by 
air, so there’s a more limited pool 
of assets to help the region.”

The CAB deployed to Puerto 
Rico between Sept. 26 and Oct. 
11, bringing in UH-60 Black 
Hawks and CH-47 Chinooks. The 
mission was an opportunity to 
help those who need it most, said 
Dechent.

“It’s very gratifying,” Dechent 
said. “It’s a needed mission. We 
love the opportunity to be able to 
provide assistance and help out. 
We’ve performed similar support 
missions in Houston, but having 
an opportunity to help the remote 
areas here and seeing and inter-
acting with the local population 
has been an experience.”

Robles, who was raised in the 
Rio Piedras neighborhood of San 
Juan, had the chance to check 
in on her family who stayed in 
Puerto Rico during the storm. She 
viewed the mission as a chance to 
give back to her former home.

“The opportunity to come back 
to your homeland and to check on 
your folks and be able to help your 
countrymen in the same place 
where you grew up brings peace 
of mind,” Robles said. “There’s 
also a sense of helping the com-
monwealth and my hometown, 
which is an honor.”

Have a Family disaster •฀
plan and supply kit. 

Build or identify a •฀
safe room in your 

home. 

Purchase and use a •฀
NOAA weather radio 

with a tone alert 

feature. This will 

alert you to warnings 

issued by your local 

National Weather 

Service office. 
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Don’t Text 

or talk 

and drive 

No conversation is 

worth sacrificing 

the personal 

safety of yourself 

and others. Do not 

talk or text and 

drive. It can wait.

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 

ARMYFLIER.
COM

Soldiers from the 1st AD CAB and agents with the San Juan Federal Bureau of Investigation unload a CH-47 Chinook’s supply 
of food and water from FEMA to the residents of Utuado, Puerto Rico, Oct. 18.

PHOTO BY CAPT. TYSON FRIAR

Continued from Page B1

1st AD CAB

Continued from Page B1

29th CAB

*No limit to savings. Please show your military proof of service at checkout to receive discount. This offer is not good with any other discount.

ON IN-STORE PURCHASES
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MILITARY
DISCOUNT
FOR ALL ACTIVE AND FORMER

MILITARYAND THEIR DEPENDENTS

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

ElbaEnterprise

Enterprise’s

2nd Location Now Open!

(7 Days a Week)

6580 Boll Weevil Circle

USKA
MARTIAL ARTS

ONLY$45
WEEKLY

1145 James Dr฀ve • enterpr฀se, aL • 334-475-4308
(across frommr. mattress)

WWW.SCORPIONKARATE1.COM

AFTER SCHOOL
KARATE PROGRAM SPECIAL
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free p฀ckup from schooL monDay - fr฀Day
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buLLy prevent฀on • v฀Deo game room

outs฀De basketbaLL court • arts & crafts
tr฀ps/events & much more

MUST PRESENT AD TO RECEIVE

DISCOUNT SPECIAL
ALL NON-MEMBERS ONLY

M



Military spouses got the chance to step 
into the boots of their Soldiers and earn 
wings of their own during an event that 
gave them a taste of Army Aviation train-
ing.

Thirty four Fort Rucker spouses got 
the chance to get down and dirty, and lit-
erally get their feet wet, during Spouses’ 
Aviation Day Oct. 26 when they were 
able to try their hand at shooting, flying, 
water survival and teamwork.

Split into teams of four, the spouses 
took on four different events that Avia-
tion Soldiers experience at some point 
in their training, including flight simula-
tion, firing range simulation, team build-
ing skills and helicopter overwater safety 
training, and for two of the spouses, the 
day was an opportunity to take a peek 
into the lives of their Soldiers.

“It was exciting and a lot of fun,” said 
Dianne Ralston, military spouse. “It 
gives us a taste of what our [Soldiers] 
go through, and it’s a chance to meet the 
other [spouses] and have fun.”

“It’s just really cool to be able to see 
what our [Soldiers] do, so when they 
come home we can relate to what they’re 
saying a little bit because sometimes it’s 
can be so foreign,” added fellow spouse, 
Hannah Rufli. “We don’t know what they 
do every day, so I think it’ll help us con-
nect better. It was an amazing experi-
ence and it was so awesome to be able to 
meet all the [spouses] and the command, 
too.”

Part of that experience included the 
HOST training facility, where the spouses 
got the chance to learn about how Aviators 
deal with a crash situation in water. Each 
of the spouses suited up in full flight gear 
and took to the water where they had to 
swim along a designated area and open a 
hatch, simulating what an Aviator would 
endure in a submerged aircraft.

In addition to HOST training, the 
spouses also got their hands on some of 
the Army’s deadliest weapons during the 
Engagement Skills Trainer 2000 shoot-
ing range simulator where they got to 
alleviate their itchy trigger fingers with 
M-4 and M-16 rifles, as well as 50-cali-
ber machine guns.

One of the most popular events that the 
spouses were able to experience was the 
flight simulators at Warrior Hall where 
they had the opportunity to spread their 

wings in UH-72 Lakotas and UH-60 
Black Hawks. 

Although the simulators had some 
spouses feeling a bit dizzy, it was the 
leaders reaction course that had many 
of them scratching their heads as they 
worked together to overcome obstacles 
within certain time limits.

“We got to spend time with every-
one and communicate with each other 
(throughout the day), but we didn’t re-
ally get to know each other’s weaknesses 
until the LRC,” said Ralston. “We had to 
work together and conquer walls and ac-
tually come together for a goal.”

“We had to trust each other that no one 
was going to drop us,” added Rufli. “It 
was really cool and one of the spouses 
conquered one of her really big fears. 
She said she was shaking and that she 
had to get down, but then she breathed 
through it and she did it, and it was cool 
to see someone do that.”

At the end of the day, the spouses were 
able to graduate their training during a 
ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation 

Museum where they were presented a 
certificate and their own set of wings by 
Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort 
Rucker commanding general, and his 
wife, Michele.

“I think it’s critical that you get to see 
what your spouses do,” said the com-
manding general during the ceremony. 
“Now you got to see a little bit about an 
Army day and what your spouse does. 
You probably know that every day is not 

that much fun – you can’t play around 
in the water, shoot, fly and play around 
on the leader’s reaction course every 
single day, but you do have a little bit of 
insight.

“Thanks for what you do,” he contin-
ued. “(Spouses’ Aviation Day) is our very 
small way of saying thanks and giving 
back to you because we ask a lot of our 
Soldiers, but even more of their families, 
and we take that very seriously.”

Ralston and Rufli said that they were 
very appreciative of the chance to par-
ticipate in the events throughout the day, 
and the friendships and experiences they 
had are things they will carry with them 
for the rest of their lives.

“There was a lot of camaraderie as 
(spouses) coming together,” said Rufli. “I 
think sometimes it’s hard to meet other 
spouses when you go to new duty stations 
because for a lot of us it’s in and out.

“This was a different environment of 
meeting other spouses. Usually it can be 
pretty intimidating, but it was really laid 
back,” she added. “Every spouse coming 
through here should get the opportunity 
to do this because it was really cool – I 
will never forget this.”

The holidays are fast approach-
ing, and the Fort Rucker Director-
ate of Family, and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation invites children to 
let their creative juices flow this 
season to create handmade orna-
ments for its annual contest.

The DFMWR Handmade Orna-
ment Contest will run until Nov. 
21 and children are encouraged 
to create their most imaginative 
ornaments to be featured on this 
year’s post Christmas tree.

“The contest is a wonderful op-
portunity for children to use their 
imagination and personal creativ-
ity to create something unique 
to their individual personality,” 
said Lynn Avila, DFMWR com-
munity recreation special events 
coordinator. “It also gives them 
a sense of accomplishment and 
pride to see their masterpiece dis-
played on the post Christmas tree, 

whether they win a prize or not. 
It’s a great feeling to pass by the 
post Christmas tree and see their 
own ornament hanging for all to 
enjoy.”

Contest entry is free and open 
to children ages 3-11. Ornaments 
may be turned into the youth cen-
ter, child development center or 
the special events office inside 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 390, through 
Nov. 21.

Ornaments should be construct-
ed using materials appropriate for 
display on a tree located outdoors 
and parents should try to avoid 
using anything breakable, added 
Avila.

“Parents and guardians are al-
lowed to help with the ornament, 
but it should be the child’s cre-
ation,” she said. “Be creative. 
There is no limit to the variety of 
materials that can and have been 
used in the past. Use your imagi-
nation to create the perfect orna-
ment for the perfect tree.”

The contest usually receives 
20-30 ornament entries each year, 
she added, and prizes will be 
awarded to first-place entries in 
the three different categories: 3-5 
years old, 6-8 years old and 9-11 
years old. 

“All entries will be displayed 
on the post Christmas tree,” said 
Avila. “Please label your entry 
with the child’s name and age, 
and the guardian’s name and con-
tact information. It’s not required, 
but it would be great to place your 
creation in a (zip) bag with a note 
card with your contact informa-
tion.”

Awards will be presented at this 
year’s Christmas tree lighting cer-
emony Nov. 30 on Howze Field at 
5 p.m. and the overall winner will 
light the tree. The ceremony will 
also feature an evening of music, 
hot chocolate and a visitor from 
the North Pole.

For more information, call 255-
1749.
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Contest seeks to spur creativity, holiday cheer
By Nathan Pfau
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Spouses take aim at the Engagement Skills Trainer 2000 shooting range simulator.

Spouses line up and pose for a photo with Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler (fourth from left), U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general, and Lt. Col. Kent M. MacGregor (left), 1st 
Bn., 145th Avn. Regt. commander, after the Spouses’ Aviation Day graduation ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation museum Oct. 26.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Spouses work together to traverse an obstacle on 
the leaders reaction course.

Dianne Ralston, military spouse, gives the thumbs up after swimming underwater through a hatch to 
simulate escaping a downed aircraft for the HOST training event.

GOING ABOVE THE BEST

Spouses earn wings, get taste of Aviation training 

Children react as they meet Santa Claus after the tree lighting ceremony last year. 
This year’s ornament contest winners will be announced during the tree lighting 
ceremony Nov. 30 at Howze Field, and the winners will get the chance to light the 
post Christmas tree.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU
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On Post
YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S EDITION.

Camping Under the Stars 
Fort Rucker will host its seventh annual 

Camping Under the Stars Friday at West 
Beach, Lake Tholocco. The free event will 
feature a night of camping out, s’mores, 
hot chocolate, games, a story reading and 
two movies on the big screen. The event 
begins at 5 p.m., with story reading under 
the gazebo at 6 p.m. The two movies will 
run from 6:30-10 p.m.  Some tents will be 
available through outdoor recreation – all 
for availability. The event is open to mili-
tary families and authorized patrons. 

For more information, call 255-4305 or 
255-1749. 

Ornament Contest
The Directorate of Family, and Morale, 

Welfare and Recreation hold its hand-
made ornament contest for children ages 
3–11 through Nov. 21. Ornaments may be 
turned into the youth center, child develop-
ment center or to special events in Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 390. Prizes will be awarded 
to first-place entries in the following cat-
egories: 3-5 years old, 6-8 years old and 
9-11 years old. Awards will be presented 
at this year’s Christmas tree lighting cer-
emony. The overall winner will light the 
tree at the ceremony scheduled for Nov. 
30. All handmade ornament entries will be 
displayed on the post Christmas tree. Par-
ents need to label children’s entries with 
the child’s name, age, and guardian’s name 
and contact information. 

For more information, call 255-9810.

Comedy show
The Fort Rucker Directorate of Family, 

and Morale, Welfare and Recreation will 
host a comedy show Saturday from 7-9 
p.m. at The Landing. The Army Entertain-
ment Comedy Tour will feature Felipe Es-
parza, Finesse Mitchell, and Seaton Smith. 
People can buy $10 advanced tickets at 
MWR Central, Coffee Zones, Mother 
Rucker’s and The Landing. Tickets will 
cost $12 at the door. VIP tickets will cost 
$100 per table – 10 seats per table on a 
first-come, first served basis –and be sold 
at The Landing. Doors will open at 6 p.m. 
The event will be open to the public for 
ages 18 and up. 

For more information, call 255-9810 or 
255-1749.

About bees
The Center Library will host an educa-

tional program on bees Wedneday at 3:30 
p.m. The presentation will be aimed at 
school-aged children. No registration is 
required. 

For more information, visit the library or 
call 255-3885.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness 

Program hosts orientation sessions monthly 
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, 
in the Army Community Service multipur-
pose room, with the next session Nov. 9. 
People who attend will meet in Rm. 350 
at 8:45 a.m. to fill out paperwork before 
going to the multipurpose room. The class 
will end at about 11:30 a.m. The sessions 
will inform people on the essentials of the 
program and provide job search tips, as 
well. Advance registration is required. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Blue Angels air show trip
MWR Central will host a day trip to 

Pensacola, Florida, to see the Blue Angels 
Homecoming Air Show Nov. 11. Cost is 
$18 per person. 

For more information, call 255-2997.

Thanksgiving craft
The Center Library will host a Thanks-

giving craft making session Nov. 14 from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. for children ages 3-11. 
Light refreshments will be served. Space 
is limited to the first 40 children to regis-
ter. The event will be open to authorized 
patrons and will be Exceptional Family 
Member Program friendly.

For more information or to register, visit 
the Center Library or call 255-3885.

WWI presentation
The Center Library will host a WWI pre-

sentation by Eric Kaempfer titled “Chemi-
cal Warfare in WWI” Nov. 14 at 5 p.m. The 
presentation is part of a year-long com-
memoration of the U.S. entry into WWI. 
The event will be open to authorized pa-
trons and be Exceptional Family Member 
Program friendly. 

For more information, visit the library or 

call 255-3885.

Army Family Team Building app
People can complete Army Family Team 

Building training through AFTB’s app. 
Visit http://www.ftruckermwr.com/acs/
army-family-team-building/ to find the di-
rect link to the app. Once complete, people 
can contact Fort Rucker AFTB to receive 
their certificate. Search for AFTB in the 
app store for Apple devices. For more in-
formation, call 255-9637.

Book club
The Center Library hosts a book club 

for adults the third Tuesday of each month 
from 5-6 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. The club is open to authorized 
patrons. For more information, call 255-
3885.

Financial Well-Being Seminar
The Army Community Service Finan-

cial Readiness Program will present a Fi-
nancial Well-Being Seminar Nov. 14 from 
6-7:30 p.m. at the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, Rm. 350. Topics include: fi-
nancial goal setting, attitudes toward 
money, banking and credit union services, 
budgeting, credit and debt management, 
credit histories and credit scores, consumer 
rights, protection against identify theft and 
insurance. Pre-registration is required by 
Nov. 13. Free child care is available with 
registration. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-3765 or 255-9631. Registration 
can also be completed by going to http://
rucker.armymwr.com/us/rucker/programs/
financial-readiness.

Blended Retirement System Seminar
The Army Community Service Finan-

cial Readiness Program will present its 
Blended Retirement System Seminar Nov. 
14 from 6-7 p.m. in the Soldier Service 
Center, Bldg. 5700, in Rm. 282. The semi-
nar will be a discussion of the significant 
changes to the current military retirement 
system, including how retirement pay will 
be calculated, continuation pay and the 
Thrift Savings Plan with matching gov-
ernment contributions. The discussion 
will be facilitated by accredited financial 
counselors. Pre-registration is required by 
Nov. 13. Free childcare is available with 
registration. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-3765 or 255-9631.

Fort Rucker Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will host the Fort 

Rucker Right Arm Night Nov. 16 from 4-6 
p.m. Right Arm Night is an Army tradition, 
promoting a night of camaraderie and es-
prit de corps as leaders come together and 
treat those who help them accomplish the 
mission. Complimentary appetizers will 
be served while supplies last. Right Arm 
Night is held every month, and both mili-
tary and civilians are welcome. 

For more information, call 255-0768. 

Newcomers welcome
A newcomers welcome is scheduled for 

Nov. 17 from 8:30-11 a.m. at The Land-
ing. Active-duty military, spouses, foreign 
students, Army civilians and family mem-
bers are encouraged by post officials to 
attend the newcomers orientation. A free 
light breakfast and coffee will be served. 
For free childcare, people can register their 
children at the child development center 
by calling 255-3564. Reservations must 
be made 24 hours prior to the newcomers 
welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Turkey Wobble Skate Night
The Fort Rucker School Age Center will 

host its Turkey Wobble Skate Night Nov. 
17. There will be prizes for the best Tur-
key Wobble dance and the best turkey call. 
Safety Skate, which will cost $2, will be 
from 5-6 p.m.; and regular skate, which 
will cost $5, will be from 6-8 p.m. Only 
cash payments will be accepted for skate 
night. All participants must have a current 
pass with child and youth services. 

For more information, call 255-9108.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for November 2-5

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
SPOTLIGHT

Thursday, November 2 Friday, November 3 Saturday, November 4 Sunday, November 5

Thor: Ragnarok (PG-13) ..........4 & 7 p.m. Flatliners (PG-13) ..........................7 p.m. Thor: Ragnarok (PG-13) ..........4 & 7 p.m. Thor: Ragnarok (PG-13) ..........1 & 7 p.m. 

MWR Central will host a day trip to Pensacola, Florida, to see the Blue Angels Homecoming Air Show Nov. 11. Cost is $18 per person. For more 
information, call 255-2997.

NAVY PHOTO

Blue Angels air show trip



WASHINGTON — Medal 
of Honor recipient Capt. Mike 
Rose’s military service number, 
RA18846904, was one of the 
many things on his mind Oct. 
24 as he prepared for his induc-
tion into the Hall of Heroes at the 
Pentagon.

Given to him by an NCO back 
in April 1967, Rose said he re-
members the sergeant telling him 
then “by the time you get off this 
bus ... that number, beginning 
with RA, will be embedded in 
the back of your eyeballs,” Rose 
recalled.

Receiving that military service 
number, Rose said, is the moment 
when he transitioned from being 
“just another kid on the block,” 
to the Soldier and veteran he is 
today. He said also that he never 
believed the things he might do as 
a Soldier would one day warrant 
him receiving the nation’s highest 
military honor.

But that’s exactly what hap-
pened.

Rose, who served as a Special 
Forces medic in the Army, was 
awarded the Medal of Honor 
for his actions in Laos, Sept. 11 
through 14, 1970, as part of Oper-
ation Tailwind. President Donald 
Trump placed the medal around 
Rose’s neck during an Oct. 23 
ceremony at the White House.

The day after the ceremony at 
the White House, Rose attended 
a second ceremony at the Penta-
gon, where his name was placed 
on a wall within the Hall of He-
roes there – alongside the names 
of every other Medal of Honor 
recipient. Rose said the recogni-
tion for his actions as a Soldier 
exceeded the expectations he had 
for what would come of his time 
in uniform.

“I have always considered it to 
be a great privilege to be a mem-
ber of the U.S. Army,” Rose said. 
“To be a part of Special Forces is 
a privilege. If I walked away at 
the end of my three to four years 
with my National Defense Rib-
bon and Good Conduct Medal, 
I would have been the proudest 
young man that could be.”

Rose is the 3,500th Medal of 
Honor recipient, said Vice Chief 
of Staff of the Army Gen. James 
C. McConville. He is also the 
174th Soldier to receive the medal 
for extraordinary heroism during 
Vietnam War. Furthermore, the 
5th Special Forces Group (Air-
borne), the unit to which Rose 
had been assigned, was the most 
decorated unit of its size during 
the Vietnam conflict.

“Today we honor Capt. Mike 
Rose for his extraordinary valor,” 
McConville said. “By honoring 
him, we honor the heroes ... that 
fought by his side. And [we hon-

or] those that sacrificed for this 
nation. The Green Berets, and ev-
ery Soldier, Marine and Airman 
that was there, that raised their 
hand to defend the Constitution 
and all that it stands for.”

In attendance during the Hall 
of Heroes ceremony were Rose’s 
wife, Margaret, and their chil-
dren, Michael, Cynthia, and 
Sarah, along with grandchildren. 
Additionally, some of his battle 
buddies from Operation Tailwind, 
and others from the Military As-
sistance Command, Vietnam – 
Studies and Observations Group, 
or MACV-SOG, were present at 
the ceremony.

“It’s no surprise that Mike con-
siders his Medal of Honor to be 
an award for all of his comrades 
in MACV-SOG,” said Acting 
Secretary of the Army Ryan D. 
McCarthy.

“There’s no way of know-
ing exactly how many American 
lives Mike Rose and his comrades 
saved during Operation Tailwind, 
which tied down and disrupted 

thousands of North Vietnamese 
troops,” McCarthy said. “But we 
do know that Mike personally 
saved many lives over the course 
of those four days. It is a fact that 
there are veterans whose names 
are not inscribed on a black stone 
wall just across the Potomac be-
cause of Capt. Rose.”

The son of a Vietnam veteran, 
McCarthy reflected on how ser-
vicemembers returning from that 
conflict had been “unfairly tarred 
and libeled with false accusa-
tions, [and] misunderstood, over-
looked and forgotten by too many 
of their fellow Americans.”

“This Medal of Honor is a 
long-overdue vindication of both 
Rose and the quiet professionals 
who served in MACV-SOG and 
similar units,” McCarthy said.

“America is looking you 
straight in the eyes at long last and 
finally saying: Thank you. You 
were right. You served bravely, 
and well. You stood by each oth-
er, both during the war and in the 
decades since. And although you 

are too humble to say it of your-
selves, you are heroes.”

Rose’s honor comes at a critical 
moment, as the Defense Depart-
ment recently observed the 50th 
anniversary of the start Vietnam 
War, according to Deputy Secre-
tary of Defense Patrick Shanahan, 
who spoke on behalf of Secretary 
of Defense Jim Mattis.

“Captain Rose, you came to 
the aid of your brothers in arms,” 
Shanahan said. “Forty-seven 
years ago, you preserved their 
lives. Today, you preserved their 
legacy. You give us a chance to 
remind our country of the sacri-
fices and heroism of the whole 
Vietnam generation, just when 
we need that reminder the most.”

Having grown up in South-
ern California, Rose said he had 
humble beginnings. His teachers, 
he recalled, instilled in him a love 
of reading and the English lan-
guage. And a neighbor, a veteran 
who had fought in France during 
World War I, would help develop 
in Rose an affinity for American 

history, including the great con-
flicts the United States had played 
a part in.

“The more I read [about] and 
talk to people who participated in 
places like Guadalcanal, Mundy, 
Tarawa, and Normandy,” Rose 
said, the more he considers those 
people to be heroes. “At least they 
were my heroes.”

These influences, combined 
with knowledge of his own fa-
ther’s service with the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps during World War II, 
are part of what inspired Rose to 
join the Army in April 1967.

During his 20-year Army ca-
reer, Rose served in Thailand, 
Vietnam and Panama. And while 
he initially enlisted in the Army, 
he later sought greater leadership 
opportunity, and accepted a com-
mission as a second lieutenant in 
December 1973. He retired from 
the Army as a captain in May 
1987.

“[Rose’s] service offers us 
powerful lessons,” Shanahan 
said. “[The Medal of Honor] rep-
resents the ideals we try to inspire 
in America’s warriors: courage, 
selflessness, love for country and 
each other. These are virtues upon 
which our whole enterprise rests. 
Without them, nothing else mat-
ters. Not our gear, gadgets, bombs 
or budgets.

“The Medal of Honor is a marker 
of courage -- our most precious na-
tional resource,” he added. “Cap-
tain Rose takes his place in the Hall 
of Heroes, where his name will be-
come one star in a great consola-
tion of courage. By those stars, we 
chart our course on land, sea, and 
air. They burn brightest when the 
night is darkest.”
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RELIGIOUS 
SERVICES

Medal of Honor recipient 
inducted into Hall of Heroes

Deputy Secretary of Defense Patrick Shanahan, Acting Secretary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy, Medal of Honor recipi-
ent Capt. Mike Rose, Vice Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. James C. McConville, and Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey 
participated in a ceremony.

WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are 
on  Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional 
Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Saturday)

Wings Chapel, 
Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant 
Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study 
(4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg. 8939
10:15 a.m. CCD 
(except during 
summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES
TUESDAYS
Crossroads 
Discipleship Study
(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women 
of the Chapel
Wings Chape, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

By Devon L. Suits
Army News Service

Medal of Honor recipient Capt. Mike Rose spoke at an Oct. 24 ceremony at the Pentagon, where he was inducted into the Hall of Heroes. 
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ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 has 
regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, 
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 
Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187.

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of Commerce 
meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more information, call 598-
6331.

DOTHAN

ONGOING — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 
87 meets the third Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. at the 
Doug Tew Recreation Center. For more information, call 
334-86-0217 Ext. 122 or email davchapter87@gmail.com. 
The chapter maintains office hours at 545 West Main St. 
(Mixon Business Center, Rm. 122), Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. to assist, 
free of charge, disabled veterans and their spouses with 
disability compensation claims and other benefits.

ONGOING —  The American Legion Post 12 holds 
monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are held at the post’s facility at 
3087 Hwy. 605, which is Brannon Stand Road at the 
intersection of Park Avenue. For more information, call 
400-5356.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3073 
Wiregrass Post membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. 
Breakfast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can 
host parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 

ENTERPRISE

SATURDAY — The Experimental Aircraft Association 
Chapter 351will host free airplane rides for children ages 
8-17 at the Enterprise Airport from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 

event is designed to help children gain an understanding 
of aviation and introduce young people to the joy of 
flying. For more information, call 601-329-1334.

ONGOING — The American Legion Post 73 meets at 
the American Legion building at 200 Gibson Street on the 
fourth Saturday of each month beginning at 9 a.m. The 
building is across the street from the Lee Street Baptist 
Church. For more information call 447-8507.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6683, 
John Wiley Brock Post monthly membership meetings 
for the VFW Post 6683 and Auxiliary are on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the post headquarters 
building located at 2615 Coffee County Road 537. The 
post mailing address is P.O. Box 311752 Enterprise, AL 
36330. For more information, call 334-464-1171 or the 
auxiliary at 334-464-2222. The post also has a Facebook 
site at vfw post 6683. 

GENEVA

ONGOING —  The Geneva County Relay for Life 
meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the 
Citizens Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited to town hall meet-
ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 
a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service office in the New Brockton Town Hall (old 
armory building) at 706 McKinnon Street. The office 
will assist veterans who were injured or disabled while 
in military service. DAV service officers help veterans 
and their spouses with disability compensation claims, 
Veterans Affairs pensions, death benefits, VA medical 
care, Social Security disability benefits, veterans job 
programs, homeless veterans services and other veteran 
services. All veteran services are provided free of charge. 
For more information, call 334-406-6700.  

ONGOING — Adult education classes are offered in 
Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South Tyler 
St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 
are free for individuals 16 years old or older who are 
not enrolled in public school. Individuals must take an 
assessment test prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 
more information.

OZARK

NOV. 5 — The Altrua Club will host its annual charity 
auction at 1:30 p.m. at Pleasant Hill Methodist Church, 
2926 Andrews Avenue. There will be fall and Christmas 

items, items donated by merchants, cakes, gifts and more. 
All proceeds will go to local families in need, charities 
and a scholarship fund. Refreshments will be served. For 
information, call 334-774-9448 or 334-797-7335.

ONGOING — The Friends of Ozark holds a monthly 
meeting on the second Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. 
at the Ozark-Dale County Library. For more information, 
call 477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

ONGOING — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale 
County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Teens and adults are invited. For more 
information, call 774-5480.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited to the Cross 
Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard 
United Methodist Church. For more information, call 
983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City Council meets 
monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 78 meets 
monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust Company 
sponsors senior dance nights every Saturday night 
from 7-10 p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and 
refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

NOV. 14 — The Retired Officers Wives Association 
will host is Thankful Nation luncheon, featuring food, 
fun and friendship, according to organizers, to honor 
veterans at 10:30 a.m. at The Landing at Fort Rucker. 
All wives and widows of retired officers are invited. To 
make a reservation, call 334-347-4966 by noon Nov. 10. 
Cancellations need to be made by noon Nov. 13.

ONGOING — AMVETS Post 23 monthly meeting 
is held the second Thursday of each the month at 7 p.m. 
at the AMVETS Service Center, 203 MLK Dr., in Opp. 
For more information, call 334-493-0785 or visit www.
amvetspost23.com.

ONGOING — A German coffee takes place the last 
Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m. 
at The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been 
meeting for more than 40 years.

Wiregrass community calendar

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
Alabama National Fair

The Alabama National Fair continues 
through Nov. 5 at Montgomery’s Garrett 
Coliseum and Fairgrounds. The event will 
feature more than 60 rides, food, informa-
tion and commercial booths, livestock com-
petitions and more, according to organizers. 
All performances are free with the purchase 
of a general admission ticket. 

For more information, including ticket 
prices, visit https://www.facebook.com/al-
nationalfair/ or www.alnationalfair.org.

Ironman Florida
Panama City Beach, Florida, will host the 

Ironman Florida competition Nov. 4 at the 
Boardwalk Beach Resort. One of the most 
storied North American races, Ironman 
Florida began in November 1999 and takes 
place in Panama City Beach, according to 
organizers. The swim takes place in the Gulf 
of Mexico, where athletes will have a short 
beach run in between laps. The two-loop 
swim course gives spectators a bird’s eye 
view of the entire course. After exiting the 
water, athletes are challenged by a fast, flat, 
one-loop bicycle course. The terrain pushes 
the body in way that most athletes are not 
accustomed to: the absence of rolling hills or 
steep inclines forces consistent pacing. The 

two-loop run course, while flat, has many 
turns throughout the local neighborhoods. 
In the spectator-friendly area, thousands of 
residents and visitors emerge for fall get-
togethers while supporting the competitors. 
The course also winds through St. Andrew’s 
State Park, a favorite among participants for 
its shaded areas and wildlife. After the sec-
ond loop, athletes round the last corner for 
the final quarter mile to the finish.

For more information, visit http://www.
ironman.com/triathlon/events/americas/
ironman/florida.aspx#/axzz4RVT7GEBp.

Zoo Veterans Appreciation Week 
Nov. 5-11 the Montgomery Zoo will 

honor Veteran’s Appreciation Week by of-
fering all veterans, active-duty military and 
their immediate family members a 50-per-
cent discount on regular daytime admission 
to the Montgomery Zoo and Mann Wildlife 
Learning Museum. Participants must pro-
vide a valid military identification to receive 
the discount.  

For more information, including prices 
and hours of operation, call 334-625-4900 
or visit http://montgomeryzoo.com/hours.
html.

Emerald Coast Cruizin
Panama City Beach, Florida, will host 

its Emerald Coast Cruizin, billed as the 
South’s 

best blast from the past family-fun event, 
Nov. 8-11 at Aaron Bessant Park next to Pier 
Park. The event will feature thousands of 
classic cars, hot rods, custom cars; a swap 
meet; a parade; cruiz-ins; a block party; and 
more.

For more information, visit https://emer-
aldcoastcruizin.com/.

Blue Angels Practice
People can observe the Blue Angels, the 

U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, 
practice most Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
between March and November at the Na-
tional Naval Aviation Museum viewing area 
in Pensacola, Florida. Practices typically 
begin at 11:30 a.m. and last about an hour. 
The outside viewing area for the Blue An-
gels practice is located on the museum flight 
line north of the museum. Signs are posted 
to direct visitors to viewing and parking lo-
cations, including limited parking for handi-
capped visitors. 

Open bleacher seating is available for 
1,000 people. Chair service is provided at 
each practice session –chairs are available for 
a fee of $3 per chair good for that day’s prac-
tice session. Concessions and merchandise 
are also available, and there is a 100-percent 
ID check for all visitors 16 years old and over 
to access the museum flight line. Backpacks, 
daypacks, luggage and similar items are not 
allowed on the flight line. Small purses, bags 

containing medications, and diaper bags are 
allowed, but are subject to search by Naval 
Air Station Pensacola Security personnel. 

Cancellations due to weather or mainte-
nance are made at the team’s discretion and 
may not be made until the morning of the 
practice.

For more information, visit http://www.
navalaviationmuseum.org/.

Mobile Delta: Glass & Light
The Mobile Museum of Art is hosting the 

exhibit, “The Mobile Delta: Glass & Light” 
through March 11. Rene Culler’s site-spe-
cific work is a mural in glass that celebrates 
the species-rich delta and its atmospheric 
qualities. The delta is a changeling environ-
ment that is constantly shaped and molded 
by the weather and waterways, according 
to museum officials. As the grasses, al-
most transparent, catch the light, Culler’s 
drawings and painting in glass suggest the 
landscape that southern Alabama holds so 
dear. The composition is a wall of natural 
light utilized as a glass canvas for drawing, 
painting and printing with vitreous enam-
els. The museum is located at 4850 Mu-
seum Drive in Mobile. Admissions is $12 
for adults, $10 for seniors, $8 for military 
members and students, and children under 
6 are admitted for free.

For more information, visit http://www.
mobilemuseumofart.com/.

A new holiday classic graces Dothan’s 
Cultural Arts Center stage this season.

“A Christmas Story,” arrives just in time 
for the holiday season with a dinner the-
atre setup.

All 9-year-old Ralphie wants for Christ-
mas is a Red Ryder Carbine Action 200-
shot Range Model air rifle with a compass 
in the stock and “this thing which tells 
time.”

 The beloved story, based on the hu-
morous writings of author Jean Shepherd 

and viewed on television by millions ev-
ery Christmas Eve, returns to the SEACT 
stage in a holiday dinner theatre for the 
whole family Dec. 4-9 beginning at 5:30 
p.m. each day. Ralphie spends most of his 
time dodging a bully and dreaming of his 
ideal gift. But every adult in his life says 
he’ll shoot his eye out. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and attendees 
may grab refreshments, dinner is served at 
6 p.m. Show seating begins at 6:45 p.m. 
and the performance begins at 7 p.m.

The menu includes a classic green salad, 
“Not Your Mom’s” bacon-wrapped meat-
loaf, herb-roasted new potatoes, a zucchi-

ni-tomato bake and old-fashioned apple 
crisp. Tea, water and adult beverages will 
also be available.

Dinner seating and show-only seating 
are available. SEACT presents Each per-
formance runs about two hours with one 
15-minute intermission. This production 
is appropriate for most viewers age 8 and 
older. 

Tickets for “A Christmas Story” are $40 
with dinner or $20 each for show-only 
seating.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.SEACT.com or call 
794-0400.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

Holiday classic comes to Wiregrass stage



SANTA ROSA, Calif. — Never before 
has this battlefield been seen.

Even with the 49th Military Police Bri-
gade’s storied career – one of multiple 
successful overseas deployments and a 
current homeland security mission – this 
California Army National Guard unit has 
never witnessed a natural disaster so de-
structive as October’s fire inferno in north-
ern California.

“From Jan. 1 to Oct. 8 of this year, we 
saw almost 234,000 acres burned,” said 
CAL FIRE’s Scott McClain, public infor-
mation officer. “But from Oct. 8 until (Oct. 
22), we were looking at over 263,000 acres 
burned. This, by far, is the worst fire sea-
son California has ever been in.”

This led the 49th’s entire command into 
an emergency activation. At its peak, more 
than 1,500 troops responded, with hun-
dreds more from other commands falling 
under the 49th task force that stretched 
into three North Bay counties northeast 
of San Francisco. The bulk of the Soldiers 
activated were military police, while oth-
ers were comprised of drivers, mechanics, 
food services and more supporting mem-
bers.

This marked the first time since the 
1992 Los Angeles riots that the 49th was 
activated entirely. Subordinate units have 
assisted in fire missions before, but hardly 
more than a company size.

“We got the call to deploy forces in sup-
port of local law enforcement in Sonoma 
County and the request quickly escalated,” 
said Command Sgt. Maj. Richard S. Gib-
son, 49th operations command sergeant 
major. “The 49th has become the premiere 
unit for civil support on the ground dur-
ing times of disaster or civil unrest. We are 
trained to quickly alert and mobilize for all 
hazard response as shown during the Oro-
ville Dam crisis earlier this year. We have 
shown that we can quickly respond with a 
multitude of assets and attain results.”

The 49th’s Fairfield headquarters was 
the main operations site for three battalions 
that are based in Pittsburg, Lancaster and 
Santa Rosa. Nearly two dozen subordinate 
units were called up, some coming from 
Los Alamitos and National City in south-
ern California about 500 miles away. The 
mission was to supplement several thou-
sand local and state police officers, and as-
sist agencies under the California Office of 
Emergency Services with security.

Hundreds of military policemen hit 
the streets, controlling traffic points and 
other areas of entry. Additional Soldiers 
performed assistance patrols along hard-
hit areas in Napa and Santa Rosa. “We’re 
sending Soldiers out in vehicles to show 
our presence,” said 1st Sgt. Frank Cama-
cho of the 330th Military Police Compa-
ny. “It’s to let the community know we’re 
there if they need us. The local police [are] 
doing so many things, and we’re here to 
help them and the community in any way 
we can.”

Gibson tracked more than 100 official 
tasks that were completed. In addition to 
controlling traffic points, troops were sent 

to help secure emergency shelters. They 
were sent to schools, colleges, and local 
businesses to transport food, hygiene and 
medical supplies to other areas of need. 
Soldiers united with civilian volunteers to 
build up a donation site, while others were 
called to break down evacuation centers 
once residents were allowed to return to 
their homes. The task force also utilized 
its bilingual Soldiers to serve as interpret-
ers at disaster centers where they assisted 
FEMA representatives helping non-Eng-
lish speaking victims.

“This was our chance to truly help our 
community and lend a hand wherever 
needed,” Gibson said. “Our Soldiers per-
formed traffic control, security and tent 
setup for evacuation centers, cleanup ef-
forts at Sonoma County Developmental 
Center, decontamination of first respond-
ers during search and rescue operations 
and more.”

Gibson continued, “We helped in the 
transportation of evacuees, cleanup of 
high schools, clearing debris from roads, 
and filled buckets with masks, gloves, and 
sifters to assist civilians searching for per-
sonal belongings left behind in the fires.”

California Gov. Edmund G. Brown Jr. 
activated the Cal Guard in early October, 
declaring, “the circumstances of these 
fires by reason of their magnitude, are, 
or are likely to be beyond the control of 
the services … of any single local govern-
ment; the California National Guard shall 
mobilize … to support disaster response 
and relief efforts.”

In an official release, CAL FIRE an-
nounced that the Tubbs Fire, which killed 
at least 22 people in Santa Rosa, was the 
most destructive wildfire in California 
history. Three other North Bay fires that 

swept through the region on the same 
morning – two of them in Sonoma County 
– rank in the state’s Top 20 list: the Nuns 
Fire in Sonoma Valley is No. 6; the Atlas 
Fire in Napa Valley at No. 10; and the 
Redwood Valley in Mendocino County 
fire ranks 16th.

In these October blazes alone, more 
than 8,000 homes and structures burned; 
more than 100,000 people were displaced, 
many of them finding temporary homes in 
evacuation centers; more than 40 killed 
and more than 500 were unaccounted for, 
per CAL FIRE statistics.

“That fire,” says McClean, referring 
to the Tubbs Fire that decimated an area 
called Coffey Park in Santa Rosa, “was like 
a blowtorch laying on its side and blowing 
through whatever it came across.”

Since the start of the fire on Oct. 8, CAL 
FIRE responded to 250 new wildfires. At 
the peak of the wildfires, roughly 11,000 
firefighters were battling 21 major wild-

fires that consumed 245,000-plus acres. 
Cal Guard forces were assigned to areas 
that were affected by the Tubbs, Pocket, 
Atlas and Nuns fires, the most destructive 
wildfires in the wine counties.

“Out of the 20 most destructive wildfires 
in the state of California, Tubbs is now No. 
1,” said Santa Rosa Fire Chief Tony Goss-
ner. “Nuns is No. 6, and we were dealing 
with both of those fires under this one inci-
dent management team, and they’re com-
plex.”

This fire season marked one of the Cal 
Guard’s most historic in terms of assets 
used. As the 49th dispersed its land troops, 
Cal Guard air assets continued the fight 
from above with helicopters and air tank-
ers dropping millions of gallons of water 
and fire retardant. A force of 300 troops 
was training at the Cal Guard’s Camp 
Roberts in preparation for ground support, 
where they follow fire lines and perform 
mop up operations.
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Second Lt. Daniel Tsoi-A-Sue and Staff Sgt. Sergio Soto of the California Army National Guard’s 49th Military 
Police Brigade connect with command staff on a mission at Coffey Park, one of the hardest hit areas in Santa 
Rosa, California, at the height of the 2017 Northern California wildfires. 

Spc. Kenneth D. Johnson, Spc. Justice Hayes and Sgt. Luis Quinonez of the California Army National Guard’s 1040th Quartermaster Company and 340th Brigade Support 
Battalion, assist a group of California Conservation Corps employees by loading truckloads of water onto pallets at the Napa County Airport. The water was delivered to 
areas affected by the northern California wildfires.

PHOTOS BY STAFF SGT. EDWARD SIGUENZA

By Staff Sgt. Edward Siguenza
For Army News Service

ARMY STRONG
California Army National Guard unit brings 1900-plus Soldiers to wildfire relief support

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and

medical staff thank Fort Rucker for its commitment

to the security of our community and our country.

We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and

military families for their personal sacrifices.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE

APPRECIATE

FORT

RUCKER.

Spc. Michael Clay Carroll of the California Army National Guard, receives a free taco from a private vendor 
during the height of the 2017 Northern California wildfires. Private businesses and local organizations stepped 
forward to not only assist victims of the fires, but Soldiers and first responders, as well. 
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Dothan, Alabama

www.nationalpeanutfestival.com

NATIONAL PEANUT FESTIVAL

2017 Entertainment

2017 Gate & Ride Specials

Advance Ticket Outlets*
*CheckWith The Outlets Regarding Times and Cut-Off Dates Of Sales.

• All South Urge฀t Care • Eagle Eye Outfitters
• CalvaryWeekday Mi฀istry • Fieldcrest Apartme฀ts

• Five Star Credit U฀io฀ • He฀ry Cou฀ty Health & Rehab Facility

Adva฀ce Admissio฀— $6.00 • Megapass*—$25.00
(*I฀cludes Admissio฀ & Armba฀d that ca฀ be used

a฀y o฀e day of the Festival)

O฀ Sale u฀til 5:00 p.m., Thursday, November 2฀d
at the NPF Ticket Office, O฀li฀e &

Eagle Eye Outfitters.
Megapass* at McDo฀ald’s

(i฀ Dotha฀, Abbeville, Daleville, E฀terprise, Ge฀eva, Ozark & Troy)
($1 from each Megapass sold at McDo฀ald’s
will be do฀ated to Ro฀ald McDo฀ald House)

Advance Sales: Gate & Ride Tickets

November 3 - 12, 2017

GATE & RIDE SPECIALS

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12

ALLMETAL
Amphitheater Stage

COREY SMITH

7:30 PM,

SATURDAY,

NOV. 4TH

38 SPECIAL

MICHAEL RAY

BRETT YOUNG

7:30 P.M.

SUNDAY, NOV. 5TH

7:30 P.M.

THURS., NOV. 9TH

7:30 PM,

WED., NOV. 8TH

0

WASHINGTON — Power restoration remains the No. 1 
priority in Hurricane Maria-ravaged U.S. territories Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, Defense Department 
spokesman Lt. Col. Jamie Davis said Friday.

DOD is responding to the islands with about 11,400 active 
duty and National Guard service members, he said.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is partnering with the 
Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority, the Energy Depart-
ment and the Federal Emergency Management Agency to 
unite in repairing the fragile Puerto Rico power grid, Davis 
said.

Troops also are continuing response efforts in the U.S. 
territories to distribute power generators and commodities 
such as food and water. Work also is ongoing to expand the 
distribution network, supply medical support, perform route 
clearance, provide aviation support, provide planning sup-
port to FEMA and supporting the Corps’ repair of the Gua-
jataca Dam in Puerto Rico.

RESPONSE TO RECOVERY
DOD is supporting FEMA’s stabilization plan for transi-

tion from disaster response to recovery, the spokesman said.
As progress increases and improvements are made in 

ground lines of communication, FEMA and the common-
wealth of Puerto Rico assess the needs for further federal 
support and explore contracting solutions to mitigate water 
shortfalls through contracted water trucks to augment exist-
ing municipality capabilities, he said. Some municipalities 
are reporting they have received enough assistance, while 
others are reporting they have not received enough. FEMA 
is adjusting distribution to meet the demand.

PROGRESS UNDER WAY
Of 67 hospitals, 65 are open – 45 on the power grid, 21 on • 
generator power and two with unknown status.
26.2 percent of customers have electricity on the island.• 
75 percent of customers have drinking water, but boil-• 
ing orders remain in effect. Thirty-nine of 51 wastewater 
treatment plants are operational.
87 percent of the population has cellular services avail-• 
able, 84 percent of gas stations are open and so are 119 
schools.
U.S. Northern Command continues to deliver food, wa-• 
ter, sustainment and aviation support capabilities. Eleven 
U.S. Transportation Command flights with personnel, 
helicopters and a cargo loader were scheduled for deliv-
ery Friday.
DOD’s providing 67 rotary-wing and five fixed-wing air-• 
craft.
Logistical base camps have been set up Aguadilla and • 
Roosevelt Roads.

MEDICAL CARE
The USNS Comfort is providing medical support op-• 
erations and is transiting to San Juan to support Centro 

Medico – 196 patients have been seen since Oct. 5. The 
14th Combat Support Hospital is fully operational and 
seeing patients in Humacao. The 633rd Expeditionary 
Medical Support hospital has attained initial operating 
capability in Aguadilla. The 285th Area Support Medi-
cal Company and 335th AMSC are operating in Ponce 
and Aguadilla. U.S. Transportation Command is pos-
tured to support patient movement to the continental 
United States with requests from FEMA and Health and 
Human Services.
DOD completed 642 of 802 requested generator pre-• 
installation inspections and has installed 280 units.
Progress continues with persistent route clearance as-• 

sessments and execution by U.S. Army Reserve engi-
neers, Puerto Rico National Guard, and 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit personnel.
-The 3rd Expeditionary Sustainment Command con-• 
tinues water production and distribution, and is focus-
ing its distribution operations on the interior of Puerto 
Rico.
Defense Logistics Agency efforts are centered on FEMA • 
mass care, feeding support and Corps’ power missions.

In the U.S. Virgin Islands, the 575th Area Support Medi-
cal Company is fully operational and seeing patients in 
St. Croix, while the 602nd ASMC is seeing patients in St. 
Thomas.

Prime power transmission and distribution specialists assigned to D Co., 249th Eng. Bn., repair power lines in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico, Oct. 19. 

PHOTOS BY STAFF SGT. EDWARD SIGUENZA

By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity

Power restoration remains top concern 
in Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands



SILVER SPRING, Md. – Air 
Force Maj. Stephanie “Jill” 
Raps is a busy nurse. Before 
departing for advanced school-
ing at the Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sci-
ences, Raps was assigned to the 
Defense Health Agency where 
she developed digital tools to 
help patients, doctors, and other 
health care providers access in-
formation in the Military Health 
System. 

Raps spends her free time 
chasing around a 2 year old 

and a 4 year old. One evening 
as she waited outside her older 
daughter’s ballet class, she re-
membered she needed to make 
an appointment for a physical 
for her daughter’s day care.

“I looked at my watch and re-
alized, ‘Shoot, the appointment 
line just closed!’” said Raps.

Rather than wait to call the 
next day – or worse, forget 
to call at all – Raps used her 
smartphone to access the TRI-
CARE Online Patient Portal, 
also called TOL Patient Portal, 
a secure website that connects 
registered users with online 
health care information and ser-

vices at military hospitals and 
clinics.

“You can access the Patient 
Portal with any device, includ-
ing your smartphone,” said 
Col. Richard Wilson, a division 
chief in the Health Information 
Technology directorate at the 
Defense Health Agency. “Users 
can manage appointments for 
themselves and their authorized 
family members.”

Wilson believes patients who 
can more easily access their 
own health information using 
TRICARE Online will be more 

Fluctuating south Alabama temperatures 
can make it difficult to maintain a healthy 
autumn fitness schedule, but numerous op-
tions exist on post to help keep anyone on 
track and in shape.

According to Zea Urbiztondo, Fort 
Rucker fitness program specialist, a wide 
range of group fitness classes are available 
to patrons.

“Group exercise classes are a great way 
for patrons to get their workouts in with-
out having to worry about what to do,” 
she said. “Instructors program the classes 
to ensure the patrons work hard, but still 
have fun.”

Classes are held at both the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Center and Fortenberry-
Colton PFC, and are varied to provide 
training for every fitness goal, she added.

“In addition to long-time favorites such 
as spinning and yoga, group exercise also 
offers several classes that introduce pa-
trons to elements they might not have ex-
perienced,” Urbiztondo said.  “Group ex-
ercise class calendars are available at both 
fitness facilities and are updated monthly 
to include new class options.”

WellBeats, an interactive instructional 
fitness video series available at Fortenber-
ry-Colton PFC, provides an additional in-
door fitness resource for patrons who can’t 
attend regularly scheduled classes.

“WellBeats is a great resource for those 
who are interested in group exercise class-
es, but unable to attend a scheduled class,” 
Urbiztondo said. “Virtual instructors lead 
the class, complete with modifications for 
patrons using the system.”

Fortenberry-Colton PFC also hosts bas-
ketball courts, volleyball courts, and a rock 
climbing wall that patrons can enjoy when 
temperatures drop during autumn and win-
ter. 

“The functional fitness area, found 
within the Fort Rucker PFC, offers a wide 
range of equipment to enhance workouts, 
including an indoor turf, sleds, tires, and 
plenty of pull-up bars and climbing ropes,” 
Urbiztondo said. “Treadmills, rowing ma-
chines and stationary bikes are also avail-
able at either facility for those who nor-
mally enjoy running or biking outdoors in 
warmer weather.”

According to Urbiztondo, the functional 
fitness area recently grew in offerings and 

now hosts six squat racks, monkey bars, 
six double wall-ball targets and two sets of 
gymnastic rings.

Some patrons may choose to brave the 
colder weather and continue their training 
outdoors. Urbiztondo offered a few tips to 
ensure safe and productive training ses-
sions in colder climate.

“One of the most important things to re-

member when exercising outdoors in cold-
er weather is to dress appropriately,” she 
said. “You do not want to dress too warmly 
– exercise generates heat and, by having 
too many layers on, you may feel warmer 
than you really are during exercise. Your 
sweat then evaporates, leaving you feeling 
chilled and at risk for hypothermia. 

“If you choose to exercise outdoors, 

you want to dress in layers that you are 
able to remove as you work out, then put 
back on as you cool down when finished,” 
she added. “Always remember to protect 
your head, hands and feet from the cold 
elements and use lip balm to help protect 
against wind chill.”

In addition to dressing for the weather, 
Urbiztondo emphasized the importance of 
hydration and properly warming up cold 
muscles.

“Hydration is still just as important 
when exercising in cold weather versus hot 
weather,” she said. “Even though you may 
not feel as thirsty or sweaty after working 
out in the cold, it is important to continue 
to hydrate before, during and after exer-
cise.

“Dynamic warm-ups are the best way to 
ensure your muscles are ready to exercise 
and helps minimize the risk of muscular 
injury,” she added. “Think about what ex-
ercise activity you are about to participate 
in and perform warm-ups that mimic that 
activity and to get your blood moving and 
your muscles warm.”

Urbiztondo suggests beginning with sta-
tionary, isolated movements such as arm 
circles or trunk twists, then progress to 
more complex movements such as moun-
tain climbers or high knees.

“ For example, if you are going for a 
run outdoors, do some jumping jacks, high 
knees, skips and lunges,” she said.

Why is it important to remain active 
even when the weather outside is less than 
desirable?

“It is important to remain physically 
active, even during the colder weather 
months,” Urbiztondo said. “It helps keep 
energy levels up, especially when the days 
feel shorter and things get busy with the 
holidays. A lot of people find that main-
taining a regular exercise program helps 
keep them from feeling overwhelmed dur-
ing the holiday season.

 “By continuing to exercise regularly, 
you can also help ward off colds and other 
symptoms common during cold weather 
months,” she added. “Improved overall 
health boosts your immune system, mak-
ing you less susceptible to sniffles and 
coughs that many other people are plagued 
with during the winter.”

For more information about group fitness 
classes or amenities offered at PFCs on 
post, call 255-2296 or visit https://rucker.
armymwr.com/programs/fitness-centers/.
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ARMY STRONG
Wounded warrior 
pushes limits 

Story on Page D3and Fitness

Runners sprint off the line during the Spooky 5K run in front of Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center Saturday.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU 

SPO O KY 5K

Jessica Ingalls, Fort Rucker physical fitness specialist and personal trainer, guides participants through 
strength training sets during a recent ‘Hardcore’ group fitness class. The class, which focuses on a 
variety of strength and cardio conditioning routines, aims to help patrons boost their fitness to the 
next level.

PHOTO BY JEREMY HENDERSON

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

FIT IN FALL
Regular exercise during colder months can boost energy, mood, immune system

SEE ONLINE, PAGE D3

The TRICARE Online Patient Portal connects registered users with online health 
care information and services at military hospitals and clinics.

DOD PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

Online patient portal saves time, improves experience
Military Health System
Communications Office
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Down Time

Kid’s Corner
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inclined to use the health benefit.
”Beneficiaries can use the service 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week, instead of trying to call and book 
appointments at times that might not be the most conve-
nient for our beneficiaries,” said Wilson. “This makes 
our patients better engaged in their own health care, 
which tends to produce better health outcomes.”

To access the mobile TOL Patient Portal, beneficia-
ries will need to register for a Department of Defense 

Self-Service – better known as DS – Logon account 
through the Defense Manpower Data Center at https://
www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/dwp/index.jsp.

The TOL Patient Portal also has a mobile prescrip-
tion refill function. Soon, another feature will be acti-
vated that will provide patient access to personal health 
information, such as lab results, vital signs, and immu-
nizations, to name a few.

“What we really want patients to realize is they have 
these awesome tools out there,” said Wilson, “that 
speed things up, help them become more informed, and 

ultimately, let them be more healthy and have a better 
quality of life.”

Using the mobile access of the TRICARE Online Pa-
tient Portal when it was convenient for her, Raps quick-
ly made her daughter’s appointment while avoiding the 
hassle of making a phone call during limited hours, and 
saving time, a commodity she values greatly.

“At the end of the day, the most important thing for 
a military member is time. We just don’t have a lot of 
time,” said Raps. “This access gives me information 
and the time I need.”
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Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Deer season

The Fort Rucker 2017-2018 Deer Sea-
son has begun. Archery season continues 
through Feb. 10. Gun season runs from 
Nov. 18 through Feb. 10. Antlered bucks 
only, with three points or better on one side 
for both archery and gun deer season. 

For more information, call 255-4305.

Turkey Trot 5K
The annual Fort Rucker Turkey Trot 

5K and 1-Mile Fun Run will be held Nov. 
11 starting at 9 a.m. at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Center. Participants are 
encouraged to pre-register at either PFC. 
Pre-registration fee is $20 by Nov. 5. Nov. 
6 and up to race day, entry fee is $25. The 
no T-shirt option fee is $12. Teams of eight 
people will pay $120 ($15 per team mem-
ber), each additional person pays the normal 
registration fee. Only eight medals will be 
awarded per team. The Top 3 teams will be 
awarded streamers. All pre-registered com-
petitors will receive a T-shirt. After Nov. 5, 

all teams will pay $160 ($20 per team mem-
ber). Competitors registering after Nov. 6 
will receive T-shirts while supplies last. Fun 
run registration is free to all children 12 and 
under, and each child will receive a medal. 
T-shirts are $10. Turkeys will be awarded 
to the overall winners in the male/female, 
master/grandmaster male and female, and 
14 age group categories. 

For more information, call 255-2296.

Trail ride
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation will host 

its all-terrain vehicle and dirt bike trail ride 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Pre-registra-
tion is required and the cost is $20. Drivers 
must pass the safety driving test through 
ODR before participating. Participants must 
provide their own ATV or dirt bike, and also 
provide their own protective gear, including 
helmets, boots, etc., that must be worn at all 
times. The event is open to the public for 
ages 16 and up. 

For more information, call 255-4305 

or 255-2997.

Saturday Afternoons on the Range 
Silver Wings Golf Course hosts its Sat-

urday Afternoons on the Range with PGA 
professional Ty Andersen Saturdays from 
1-2 p.m. Cost is $10 and can be paid at the 
pro shop before the session starts at the driv-
ing range. The afternoon is a supervised 
practice with unlimited range balls.

For more information, call 255-0089.

Rucker Gold Fitness Jump Start
The Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fit-

ness Center will host its Rucker Gold Fit-
ness Jump Start Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 
noon. The class is designed for people over 
50 who want to enhance their quality of life 
by learning how to become more physically 
active. Jump Start will go over the basics of 
yoga, posture and cardiovascular program-
ming. The instructor will lead participants 
through movements and answer questions 
on how to be stronger and live longer. 

Due to limited space, organizers recom-
mend people pre-register. To register or get 
more information, call 255-2296 or 255-
3794.

Youth deer hunt
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation will host 

a youth deer hunt Nov. 11. The cost is $20 
and it is open to the public for youth ages 
7-15. Parents and escorts of youth hunt-
ers must have an Alabama State Hunting 
License and a Hunter Safety Education 
Course completion card. No antlerless deer 
are allowed to be harvested. Spike bucks 
and larger will be allowed to be harvested 
only if the youth is registered with ODR and 
participates in the Nov. 11 youth hunt. Door 
prizes and lunch will be provided. Prizes 
will be awarded for first, second and third 
place. 

People can sign up at the ODR service 
center located on West Beach of Lake 
Tholocco. For more information, call 255-
4305.

PUZZLE

ANSWERS

WASHINGTON — Veteran 
Sgt. Brandi Evans is always 
up for a challenge. A long-time 
sports enthusiast, the Colorado 
native played volleyball, basket-
ball and ran track all her life. 

Her active and athletic lifestyle 
was placed in jeopardy in 2003 
when she was hit by a car while 
crossing the street, fracturing 
her hip and shattering her right 
knee. She spent three months in a 
wheelchair and 14 more in physi-
cal therapy.

“At one point, my doctor told 
me that my new sports would 
include golf, biking and swim-
ming. I was like, you are kidding, 
right?” Evans laughed as she 
recounted the conversation with 
her doctor. 

She would go on to learn the 
hard way that he was partially 
right. She has had three revisions 
to her full knee replacement since 
the doctor told her about her new 
sports. However, Evans has since 
discovered a new way to play 
the sports she’s been playing her 
whole life and not have to keep 
reinjuring herself. 

“Adaptive sports saved my 
joints. It was an accident that I 
ended up in adaptive sports and 
I never imagined doing some 
of the things I have done in this 
program,” Evans said. “After 
my accident, I was in a wheel-
chair for four months before my 
hip healed. I thought, ‘How hard 
could adjusting to adaptive sports 

be?’ Particularly wheelchair bas-
ketball. It was definitely a chal-
lenge,” she said.

Evans would go on to embrace 
the challenge as she began prac-
ticing on the court.

“I just keep pushing through. 
Earlier this year at Operation 
Rebound Camp, I was struggling 
with ball handling. I thought 
maybe I didn’t have the right co-
ordination to be a good ball play-
er. I had to really think if wheel-
chair basketball was something I 
should continue playing,” Evans 
recalled. “I ultimately decided 
to stick with it and just worked 
more and more at it every day 
until I felt a little more confident 
handling the ball.”

Evans confidence level grew 
as she continued to work on 
her game and that hard work 

was rewarded when she found 
out she was named to the Team 
U.S. wheelchair basketball team 
to compete at the 2017 Invictus 
Games in Toronto. She was nota-
bly the only female on the team.

“I was nervous about play-
ing wheelchair basketball [at 
Invictus Games]. I was playing 
with National Wheelchair Bas-
ketball Association players, an 
athlete that plays competitively 
in France, and against Paralym-
pians, so I just started worrying 
about whether or not I could keep 
up with these guys,” Evans said.

Not only did she keep up, but 
she contributed valuable minutes 
and points as Team U.S. went on 
to beat the Netherlands for gold 
and be named the 2017 Invictus 
Games champions.

“We couldn’t believe it. We 

played the Netherlands earlier 
that week and we won by about 
20 points. I have to say Neth-
erlands really wanted gold just 
like we did.” Evans said. “The 
whole game we were going back 
and forth. I know that we kept 
the celebrities and Prince Harry 
on their toes. It was amazing to 
see the faces in the crowd and to 
know that we had the support of 
all those wonderful people cheer-
ing for us was incredible.” She 
said. 

Evans continued celebrating 
this week as it was announced 
she will be playing with the Na-
tional Wheelchair Basketball 
Association’s Arizona Storm for 
their 2017-18 season. She says 
the support she received on the 
road to this opportunity has been 
overwhelming.

“I’m at a loss for words. I 
played at a tournament in Arizo-
na in March with the El Paso Air-
wheelers. I Played against some 
amazing women, some Paralym-
pians,” Evans said of the expe-
rience. After the tournament, at 
which Evans was the only female 
on the Air-wheelers, started get-
ting calls to play with women’s 
wheelchair basketball teams. 

She credits Cruz Gutierrez, 
her mentor and an advocate for 
people with sports disabilities 
and her Air Wheelers teammate, 
for helping her for the Warrior 
Games and the Invictus Games. 

“If it wasn’t for Cruz asking 
me to go to that tournament earli-
er this year I would not be where 
I am today,” Evans said. “He 

took a chance on a rookie and he 
pushes me to give it my all and 
push through. The opportunities 
I have awaiting me have opened 
because of the adaptive sports 
program and Cruz. I am forever 
grateful to him.”

Evans attended a three-day 
camp over the summer at the 
University of Arizona where Jenn 
Poist, a Team USA Paralympian, 
was assisting the coaches. As ex-
pected, the camp had plenty of 
talent and Evans learned a great 
deal about the game and herself. 

“I have met some amazing ath-
letes that challenge me to push 
myself harder. You can only get 
better when you push yourself.”

When Evans trains and com-
petes, she thinks about all of her 
friends and finds motivation from 
her husband, Todd and her kids 
who have supported her through 
it all. She considers herself lucky 
to have walked away from that 
pedestrian accident with a broken 
knee and hip.

“Many of my friends can’t 
stand up and they struggle ev-
eryday with debilitating injuries 
or illnesses,” she said. “I am so 
excited for this new journey, but 
sometimes it doesn’t seem real. 
I love this sport and I have been 
working hard to get better.

“I’ve been through a lot, but 
others have been through much 
more,” she added. “As the great 
basketball coach John Wooden 
said, ‘Don’t let what you cannot 
do interfere with what you can 
do,’ so I continue to push on and 
learn just how much I can do.”

By Annette P. Gomes
Warrior Care and Transition

Army veteran Brandi Evans reaches for the ball during the wheelchair basketball 
semi-finals competition matchup between Team US vs. Team Denmark at the 
Games at the Ryersons Mattamy Athletic Centre during the 2017 Invictus Games 
in Toronto. 

PHOTO BY PFC. SEARA MARCSIS

Wounded warrior pushes limits
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WIREGRASS HUMA฀E SOCIETY
255 Jerry Dr฀ve • Dothan, AL 36302

P.O. Box 1045 • (334) 792-6693
Open Monday-Sunday 12-4:30pm

www.w฀regrasshumane.com

THE BEST
10 LBS
YOU’LL

EVER GAI฀!

S฀are your life.S฀are your love.
฀DOPT TOD฀Y!

THE MI ND THE GR ID I R

P U B L I C A T I ON O ฀ T H E D O T H A N E ATHE DOTHAN EAGLE

A NEW QUAR฀ERLY MAGAZINE FROM ฀HE DO฀HAN EAGLE

Don’t MISS O฀T on what’s to come from

To explore advert฀s฀ng opportun฀t฀es ฀n future ฀ssues, call 334.702.2600!

$3 . ฀ ฀

GREAT OUTDOORS

A P U B L I C A T I O N O ฀ T H E D O T H A N E A G L E

SPR ING 2016

W IN T ER 2017 $3 . ฀ ฀

THE MUS IC

WINTER 2017 $3 . ฀ ฀

A P U B L I T I O N O ฀ T H E D O T H A N E A G L E

$3 . ฀ ฀

BEH IND THE GR ID I RON

A PUBL ICAT ION O฀ THE DOTHAN EAGLE

SUMMER 2017 $3 . ฀ ฀

฀ORT RUCKER

75 YEARS O฀ ARMY AV IA T ION
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