Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library to
reopen in March

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

A lot has been accomplished since

early November when the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library was closed to
make repairs to the fire sprinkler system
pipes. Amy Ring, the library’s branch
manager, said she visited the library in
early February for the first time since
November. She said the piping work has
been completed and all that is left to do
are some ceiling repairs, cleaning and
general punch list items.

Photo courtesy Amy Rin:

The Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library has been operat-
ing a limited library service at the Tax Collector’s Anne
on Palm Valley Road since November.

“We are confident that the library will
be open by the beginning of March,”
Ring said.

She noted that the exact date will prob-
ably only be known a day or two in
advance and will be communicated via
the library’s website and on the library’s
automated phone answering system.

Ring said that library staff will make
sure everything in the library is func-
tioning before opening the doors. For
instance, all the public computers will
require updating since they have been
shut down for three months and have
not received ongoing updates. The con-
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Take Five

About six years ago, a small group of
women primarily from Ponte Vedra and
NW St. Johns County began volunteer-
ing in classrooms in Title 1 elementary
schools, Webster

and Crookshank.

The women’s own

children were now

of middle school or

high school age and

the women found

that they missed

volunteering in

elementary school

classrooms.

By Martie Thompson

<« .
When you are in ) , !
editor@floridanewsline.com

these schools, you
become aware of
the needs almost
immediately,” said Brette Rei-
man, one of the founders of
Hugs Across the County.
“We realized students

needed clothes and shoes and
eventually realized that even
greater needs existed for food
and school supplies.”

So the women formed Hugs
Across the County, which aims
to work with school counselors
to identify and provide for the basic
unmet needs of students all over St. Johns
County. Reiman said it is important to
note that students are homeless or living
below the poverty line even in the north-
ern part of the county. In 2017, the group
formed as an official 501 ¢ 3 nonprofit
organization with an all volunteer staff
and a new board of directors this year that
Reiman said truly cares about kids in the
community.

Hugs Across the County provides as-
sistance in four basic areas. First are the
Clothing Care Packages. Reiman said

in 2018, the group provided 300 such
packages of clothing to St. Johns County
students in 25 schools — all over the
county.

Secondly, Hugs Across the County spear-
heads a couple of food initiatives. Every
year, the group sponsors No Hungry
Holidays, which provides food over the
winter break for students who depend on
free school-based breakfast and lunch pro-
grams. Reiman said this need continues
to grow and last year, more than 1,000
children were referred by school counsel-
ors at 36 schools in St. Johns County.

| GetTo Know ...
Shirli Billings

“This includes all of the Ponte Vedra
schools and the vast majority of NW St.
Johns County schools,” Reiman said.
“For instance, Bartram Trail High School

requested 30 bags of
food.”

Reiman said she also
learned that in some
instances, school ad-
ministrators were using
their own funds to feed
students who came to

school too late for the

Photos courtesy Hugs Across the County

Ponte Vedra High School Juniors Sami Meyers and Alex
Schupler put in hundreds of hours towards multiple Hugs
Across the County programs.

free breakfast at school, as well as to feed
the students again before they boarded
the bus for home in the afternoon. Now,
Hugs Across the County stocks food pan-
tries containing kid-friendly breakfast and
lunch items at six county schools.

In the area of literacy, Hugs Across the
County celebrates Dr. Seuss birthday in
early March by providing a brand new
Dr. Seuss book to every kindergartener
and first grader in the county’s six Title 1
elementary schools.

“Books are very important to me,” Rei-
man said. “Research has shown that in
low income communities, approximately
60 percent of kids do not have books to
call their own at home. We are trying to
change that.”

A new program launched last summer,
“Summer Soar” (because it aims to com-
bat the “summer slide”) is a four to five
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week program with volunteers who work
with Crookshank and Webster schools as
well as Kids Safe Zone and the Homeless
Coalition to bring books and read to the
children once a week. At the end of each
week, each participating child takes a
book home. Reiman said that two juniors
at Ponte Vedra High School, Sami Meyers
and Alex Schupler, took this program to
heart. They collected books and recruited
and scheduled the reading volunteers.

Finally, Hugs Across the County spon-
sors a girls’ empowerment program in
conjunction with the school counselor at
Murray Middle School. This is a
monthly lunch for about 40
girls facing serious life
events. Each month
the focus is on a
different subject
matter, such as
the importance
of surrounding
oneself with
supportive peo-
ple, and the girls
are also provided
with a copy of the
book, “Wowsdom.”
Reiman said they are
always looking for guest
speakers and lunch sponsors.

Reiman acknowledges with the
growth of Hugs Across the County,
she now works a full time volunteer

job.

“Truly, though, this community is
incredible,” she said. “We get remarkable
support from families, students, churches,
Rotary clubs, and neighborhoods. It is
very humbling.”

Hugs Across the County appreciates its high school
volunteers.

Visit www.stjohnshugs.org, call (904) 580-
4847 or email info@stjohnshugs.org for
more information or to make a donation to

Hugs Across the County.
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Locally owned and operated
Garage Storage & Floor Coatings

Call Now for Fee Estimate

904-887-9395

View our products & pricing at
EZGARAGESOLUTIONS.COM

Lty {ll\'

g1




Page 2 | Ponte Vedra 171/ iz March 2015

vvvvvvvvvvv

-MBRACE

each day with
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of mind.

ASSISTED O MEMORY
LIVING CARE

at Silver Creek.

Looking for the best option for your loved one's care?
See all there is to offer at Silver Creek — St. Augustine'’s
top assisted living and memory care community.
More than a beautiful place to live, Silver Creek
provides a brighter, more complete outlook on life.
In addition to personalized assistance with daily
activities such as medication management and
meal preparation, you'll find innovative options that
promote lifelong health and happiness coupled with
superior services that assure your loved ones comfort
and peace of mind.

Call 800-761-0839 or visit
SilverCreekRetirement.com
to learn more or schedule a tour.

SlLVER(&REEK

THE FUTURE OF SENIOR LIVING

165 Silver Lane | St. Augustine, FL 32084

Independent Concierge Living — Assisted Living
Memory Care - Short-Term Stays

o Find us on
é\‘ Assisted Living Facility #12928 Facebook

FREE TAX PREP

Household incomes of less than
$64,000* in 2018, may qualify for free |
tax prep! Locations include: )

Wells Fargo Branch - 1919 U.S. Hwy. 1 South
Vystar Credit Union - 3654 N Ponce De Leon Blvd. «
Health and Human Services - 200 San Sebastian View
United Way of St. Johns County - 117 Bridge Street

For more information or to make an appointment, |
visit bit.ly/realsense or call 904-373-8671.

*If your household made more than $64,000, you
may still qualify for free tax prep. Call to inquire.

United of
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Virtual Consultation 24/7
Text or Face Time with Dr. O

Deeply Personalized
and Considerate Care

DrO.

ObtainHealth™

Aylin Ozdemir
MD, FAAP, ABIHM

JULINGTON CREEK
1633 Race Track Rd. « Suite 103
Jacksonville, FL 32259

PONTE VEDRA
1102 A1A N. « Unit 104
Ponte Vedrea Beach, FL 32082

HODGES
4745 Sutton Park Court « Suite 801
Jacksonville, FL 32224

904-287-7000
www.obtainhealth.com

Eat, Drink, Shop Jeca|

Concierge Care with,
Competitive Pricing

Newest Technology with
old fashioned servige y

» Comprehensive Integrative
Medicine Consultations

» Advanced Wellness Family
Programs for Autism,
Lyme Disease, Chronic Disease

» Primary Care Pediatrics

PONTE VEDRA
HEARING
ASSOCIATES

-Engage more with family & friends ‘ '

-Enjoy your favorite music and shows
-Servicing all makes and models |
-In-home appointments available

330 A1A N Ste 325 Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 D0
s5000FF | S99 | FREE 1 FREE
1 1 . '+ hearingexam ' ' 30-day trial ]
| yoursetof | packofbatteries |  TULrSTEM o SEEEE
i hearingaids | | (uptodpacks) | |  copsuitation | !  hearingaids
: Must present coupon. : : Must present coupon. : : Must present coupon. : : Must present coupon. :
L Oeeoresysm 11 Orewesyws 1 | Ofeepresyams 1 | __ Oferopiessans !
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BREED:
Terrier mix
(she’s a rescue so we don’t know exactly!)

FAVORITE ACTIVITY:

lizards at our home down here in Nocatee

FAVORITE TREAT:
Anything edible
FAVORITE FRIEND:

His human
HOW YOUR BFF GOT THEIR NAME:
She looks like a fox.

This months sponsor:
Palencia Pet Clinic
159 Palencia Village Dr #101
www.palenciapetclinic.com

Best Furry Fr iend

Hunting squirrels and chipmunks up north and =

of the month

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answers to the five questions above before
the 10th of the month. Your pet could be our BFF of the month and you could win a Gift Certificate!
Does your business cater to pets? Would you like to sponsor our contest?

Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet or sponsor the BFF contest.

April's Enhanced Section
Summer Camps

Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month's Mystery Photo was the Mountainstar Capital Building on
Sawgrass Village Circle. Our winner was Kerry Mullen. Congratulations!

Support our Advertisers

To Advertise Call (904) 886-4919

IS YOUR BUSINESS:
Daycare? Dance? <
Party? School?
¢ <

GET NOTICED
in this section!
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IMPROVEMENT
SPECIAL SECTION

Ve of Conitit™

4 Around Town

6 Q & A with Kelly Barrera

6 Inquiring Minds

7 Q & A with Vicky Oakes

7 Q & A with R.J. Larizza

8 Q & A with Eddie Creamer
9 St. Johns Business Monthly
13 Community Marketplace

15 Travel

> in-the next issue of

-.'Pc)nte Vedr M W

Let us help you grow your business!
Aprilad deadline is March 15th.

- Ask about our new client discounts
and our complimentary ad design!

Call ( 904 ) 886—491 9

Advertisers’ Index
Ackerman Cancer Center.mmmmmmmmmms 15 River Garden HEDIEW ....uummmmmmmsmssns 7
Affordable Water. 10 Silver Creek 2
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around town

April 6 - Cupcake Run 5k and 1 Mile Cake Walk
7:30 am. 5k / 8:30 a.m. fun run

St. Johns Town Center

Proceeds benefit Girls on the Run of Northeast Florida
Register: www.gotrnefl.org/cupcake-run

April 7 - 2nd annual Friends With Autism 5K /Walk & Autism Month Kickoff
8 am. 5k /9 am.1-mile

Northbank Riverwalk Riverside Arts Market, Jacksonville

www.bit.ly/runwalkstim

3 4 5 6 1 8 9
0 N 12 13 1\ 15 16
7 18 19 20 21 22 23
20, 25 26 27 28 29 30 | M0ia0-StAugustine Easter Parade

9am.
Starts at the Old Jail
(904) 829-3800 or dchatterton@trolleytours.com

April 17 - Afternoon Insight: Right Whales
3 p.m. -4 pm.

GTM Reserve's Environmental Education Center
Free event; RSVP at www.gtmnerr.org

April 21 - 51st annual Mandarin Arts Festival

GTM Research Reserve new volunteer 10,000 Maniacs concert 10 4
orientation 8pm. Maar;?ér_in Cptl)nnqwlmunity Club
10 a.m. = 11:30 am. Ponte Vedra Music Hall, 1050 ATA N, 12447 Mandarin Road

Environmental Education Center, 505 Guana
River Road
(904) 823-4500

Current Events Discussion Group

10 a.m. (repeating event on Mondays)

New location: Amenities Annex, 625 Market St,,
Palencia

adsilby@yahoo.com

Caregiver support meeting

12 p.m. - 1p.m. (repeating event on Mondays)
Ponte Vedra Memory Care Center, 1048 A1A N,
(904) 297-0061

Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) Ponte Vedra Chapter meeting
10:45a.m.-1p.m.
pontevedrachapternsdar@aol.com

Jacksonville Camera Club

6:45 p.m.

Shepherd of the Woods Church, 6595 Columbia
Park Ct.

www.jax.jaxcameraclub.com (repeating event,
first and third Wednesdays)

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 14-7
7:30 p.m,

St. Augustine Yacht Club near the St. Augustine
Lighthouse

(904) 460-0243

Beaches Toastmasters Club
7 p.m. - 8:30 pm. (Repeating event on Mondays)

Baptist Hospital Beaches, Wilson Epstein Building

cgsm13@yahoo.com

Ponte Vedra Beach Municipal Service
District Meeting

6 p.m.-9pm.

QOur Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church, 545
ATAN.

www,pvmsd.org

Toastmasters Club #5199 Ponte Vedra
Beach

7:30 a.m. (repeating event on Wednesdays)
Players Community Senior Center, 175 Landrum
Lane

carmenjsardinas@gmail.com

Ponte Vedra Democratic Club Meeting
featuring local historian Scott Grant
speaking on “The Summer of 1964"

7p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Palm Valley Community Center, 148 Canal Blvd.
Newcomers welcome; Facebook.com/PonteVe-
draDemocrats

Newcomers of the Beaches luncheon
Tam.

Sawgrass Beach Club, 975 Summer Place
RSVP: www.newcomersofthebeaches.com

www.mandarinartfestival.org/

Shorebird Walk at Matanzas Inlet with St.
Johns County Audubon Society
9am.-Tam.

Matanzas Inlet West Parking Lot, 8655 A1A S, St
Augustine

www.stjohnsaudubon.com

Nocatee Farmers Market: Sauce Boss
10am.-2pm.
Town Center Field, Nocatee

Cummer Beaches’ Art Book Club
3pm,

Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library

Maurice Shuman, (904) 982-1340 to sign up

St. Johns CARES meeting

7p.m,

Bartram Academy, 164 Everest Lane, Ste. 1
www.stjohnscares.org

Open House - Starling at Nocatee
Tpm.-3pm.

999 Crosswater Pkwy.

(904) 686-2000

Aging Parent Support Group
6 p.m.

First Atlantic Bank building, 100 Corridor Road S,
Ste. 280

Limited space; RSVP to Karen Feliciano, (904)
907-7880

OneBlood Drive

3pm.-5pm.

Starling at Nocatee, 999 Crosswater Pkwy.
(904) 686-2000

Purim celebration, “A Night in Paris”

6:30 p.m.

Chabad@the Beaches' Center for Jewish Life, 521
AIAN.

RSVP www.chabadbeaches.com or (904) 543-9301

Alzheimer's Support Group

6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m,

Starling at Nocatee, 999 Crosswater Pkwy.
(904) 686-2000

Food Truck Friday
6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Nocatee's Splash Waterpark

Casino Night

6 p.m. -8 p.m,

Starling at Nocatee, 999 Crosswater Pkwy
(904) 686-2000

STEEPED IN TRADITION. COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE. ANCHORED IN FAITH.

BISHO

" ENROLL NOW TO BECOME A CRUSADER

e

a AU

P

www.bishopkenny.org « 1055 Kingman Avenue « Jacksonville, FL 32207




Landscaping lecture

scheduled

THE PLAYERS Community Center
has partnered with UF/IFAS Extension
St. Johns County to present a native
landscaping lecture on Friday, March

8 from 10 a.m. — 11 a.m. at the com-
munity center, located at 175 Landrum
Lane in Ponte Vedra Beach. The free
lecture on Florida-Friendly Landscaping

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

will focus on low-maintenance plants
and environmentally sustainable prac-
tices. Attendees will learn how to select
the appropriate Florida-Friendly plants
for their landscape. Contact Kelly Ussia
at kussia@sjcfl.us or (904) 209-0335 for

more information.

Newcomers of the Beaches
seeks new members

The Newcomers of the Beaches meets
for lunch on the second Wednesday
of each month. The next luncheon is

Vel
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scheduled for March 13 at the Sawgrass
Beach Club in Ponte Vedra Beach. This
social club consists of a fun and diverse
group of women who have recently
moved to the beaches area or have gone
through a major life event. Visit www.
newcomersofthebeaches.com for more
information and to make a reservation
for lunch.

Friends of Ponte Vedra Library
concert to celebrate library
reopening

The Friends of the Ponte Vedra Library
will present a concert to celebrate the
reopening of the library on March 19
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Melissa Barrett,
associate concertmaster of the Jackson-
ville Symphony (violin) has brought
together three fellow members of the
symphony: Anne Hertler (violin), Susan
Pardue (viola), and Betsy Federman
(cello) along with soprano Regina Torres
to present Rodgers and Hammerstein.
Doors open at 6 p.m. Seating is limited;
the concert is free to the public.

Purim Carnival scheduled
Beth El The Beaches Synagogue will
host a Purim Carnival on March 10
from 10 a.m. — 12 p.m. Purim is a
joyous holiday that commemorates the
Jewish people’s victory over the wicked

new @
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Choose your
Nutcracker

By Mart Tompson
edior@fordanewsinecon

scason along Julington Cree
pans will decorate their boats,
docks

times and locations of each to help you
choose “your” Nuteracker.

The “Holiday on the Creek” boat
parade will again be presented by the
Julington Creek Prop Club for the
da

March 2019 Ponte Vedra//5./zc | Page 5

Haman and his plot to
massacre the Jews,
as recorded in
the book of
Esther. The
Beth El
carnival
will in-
clude a

hot dog
lunch

as well

as face
painting,
balloon

art, ring toss,
a photo booth
and stations set up
for Purim crafts and
the making of hamentashen,

a filled-pocket cookie recognizable for
its triangular shape. Participants are
encouraged to dress in costumes and
masks. Visit bethelbeaches.org for more
information.

Cummer Beaches to visit St.
Augustine

Cummer Beaches, a support group

of the Cummer Museum of Art &
Gardens and Beaches Museum and His-
tory Park are sponsoring a bus tour to
St. Augustine on Friday, March 29 for
members and their guests. The tour will

f 1
e

Holiday on the Creek: Annual

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

include Flagler College and its beautiful
solarium, the Crisp-Ellert Art Museum
and the Lightner Museum following
lunch in the afternoon.

Call Marianne Stein at (904) 280-2976
or visit www.cummermuseum.org/
beaches or www.beachesmuseum.org for
more information.

g Julington Creek Boat Parade
to spread holiday cheer

and local waterways with “Prizes will be awarded for the top
also enhancing the boat- three vored on boats and top three
ce. docks”

Dozens of holiday light-adorned boats — Foflows
will sarc at the Julington Creck Marina  afier-par
ST - AL

e Clacle Bich o

W/QW&

omes!

e parade, the annual
r participants will ke

o

delivered to more than 78,000

Advertising opportunities available. Call 904-886-4919 www.floridanewsline.com
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want to know!

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Are you puzzled about something going on in Ponte Vedra or wondering about
whatever happened on a topic from a previous issue? Email your question to us at
editor@floridanewsline.com by the fifth of the month and we will do our best to
track down the information for you.

GRACIOUS LIVING A WORLD APART

DISCOVER SENIOR LIVING
AT WORLD GOLF VILLAGE

Astunningandserene natural settingarejustthebeginning
at Westminster St. Augustine, offering active, independent
living, assisted living, skilled nursing, therapy and rehab.
Our beautiful community of quiet neighborhood streets
has it all: A convenient location at World Golf Village,
beautiful residential apartments and single-family homes,
a maintenance-free lifestyle and more. Best of all, you'll
enjoy the assurance of a strong partner for your retirement
and a full range of supportive and healthcare services
should you need them.

Visit WestminsterStAugustineFL.org
or call (877) 271-1417 today

for more information.

4 .
Westminster
St. Augustine

Live Well. Be Hoppy,

235 Towerview Drive | St. Augustine, FL s

Active Living | Assisted Living | Skilled Nursing | Rehabilitation

Q: What can you tell us about upcoming
improvements to Ray Road?

A: The St. Johns County School District
and the county have been looking at
improvements to Ray Road for a period of
time and we are collaborating on the proj-
ect, which involves building an additional
turn lane into Nease High School. The
plan is to build an additional lane onto the
shoulder of the road, but some modifica-
tions will have to be made first for drain-
age. The county will oversee the planning
of the road, but the school district would
be responsible for the construction cost.

I think this will improve safety, especially
during peak times and will be a welcome
change for students and staff.

Q: What is the timing for this proposed
project?

A: The school board approved it at the
Feb. 12 meeting and the Board of County
Commissioners will take it up at an up-
coming meeting. I believe we would like
to have the construction take place over
the summer.

Q: What is happening locally in District 4?

A: Each of the schools’ SAC committees
are working on their Needs Assessment
surveys. These surveys should go out to
parents, students, and staff by the end of
February and through March. I encourage
everyone to participate by taking the sur-
vey, which will include items like school
climate and school safety.

Q: What are some of the school board's
priorities looking forward to the March
legislative session?

A: From the school district’s standpoint,
we are always looking to see what will im-
pact us. Gov. DeSantis has asked for flexi-

with Kelly Barrera, St. Johns County
School Board Member, District 4

bility in spending the safe schools funding,
which we would agree with. Florida school
districts are not “one size fits all” and local
control is important. We would also like
to see flexibility in spending capital outlay
funds for building new schools.

Q: Speaking of new schools, do you have an
update in the site selection search for a new
high school?

A: Internally, district staff is working on
this now. We hope to have this topic as a
point of discussion in our March work-
shop, where we will hear of the benefits
and challenges of each site. After the site
is determined, we have a fairly aggressive
construction plan that would take about
two years. | know the community as a
whole is looking forward to a new high
school.

Q: Are there any upcoming events that you
would like to share?

A: Palencia Elementary will host the
countywide STEM Fair on March 2. The
event also includes presentations and
information provided by business and
community partners, in addition to hands
on displays by students and a group com-
petition for elementary students.

Also upcoming is the History Fair on
March 7, from 6 p.m. — 7 p.m. at First
Coast Technical College. The community
is invited. If you are a history buff, this is
a great way to see what our students are
working on as well as hear from commu-
nity historical organizations.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at kelly.barrera@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904) 547-
7510.

Your Home Sold

F"
Or We'll Buy [E*™

Call Tara Belanger to Learn More

www.GuaranteedByTara.com @

* conditions apply

Daysi Jacobson

. Accounting LLC

Daysi Jacobson

ACCOUNTI NG LLE

“Your Local accounting agent with over
10 years of IRS revenue agent experience”
=

Call to schedule an appointment for your
2018 tax preparation.

® |RS Auditing Representing

Located at 2201 Sawgrass Village Dr, Ponte Vedra Beach 32082
Phone: (904) 285-1040

BUSINESS

® Tax Preparation
e Quarterly Taxes
® Bookkeeping

® Payroll
INDIVIDUAL

® Tax preparation
® Tax Planning

Mention this ad and
receive 10% off

2018 tax returns.




Vicky Oakes
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L

with St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections

Q: 2018 was a busy election year. Can you
let us know how things went in St. Johns
County?

A: Everything went very well in St. Johns
County. We participated in the recount
for three of the races. This was a historical
event; the last statewide recount was in

2000.

Q: Can you
describe how the
recount process
works?

A: First we

did a machine
recount. This
requites the bal-
lot readers to be
reprogrammed
to only count
the three races in question. We do not
recount the other races. During this
process, the machines “outstack” or sepa-
rate any ballots that are under-voted or
over-voted. This process is very open and
transparent and we had a lot of observers,
including attorneys and representatives of
the candidates. We confirmed our totals
and then certified them to the state. This
process took about a day and a half. Then
the state ordered a manual recount of two
of the races, the U.S. Senate race and the
Agriculture Commissioner.

Q: What happens in a manual recount?

A: It’s not really like it sounds. When

we performed the machine recount, the
outstacks (under- and over-votes) were
put in a container, sealed, and then locked
in our vault. For a manual recount, we
take the outstacks for just the two races in
question and review each ballot to see if
there were obvious and legitimate votes as
compared to a statewide standard called
the “Voter Intent Rule.” All counties
apply the same standard. Everybody can
look at each ballot, but only my employ-
ees may touch the ballots. Ultimately it

is the responsibility of the three-member
canvassing board (made up of myself, a
county court judge and a member of the
board of county commissioners, or in his/
her absence, a “qualified elector”) to make
the final determination in any dispute
after hearing from both sides.

Q: Approximately how many outstacks were
there for each of the two races and how
many votes did each candidate gain as a
result of the manual recount?

A: Approximately 140,000 votes were

The manual recount,
cast in the General

Election in St. Johns
County. For the U.S.
Senate race, there were
about 750 outstacks.
Bill Nelson increased
his vote tally by
26 and Rick Scott
Photos courtesy Vicky Oakes increased hlS vote tally

The machine recount. by seven. For the Ag-
riculture Commissioner race, there were
about 4,000 outstacks. In this race, each
of the two candidates increased their vote
tally by fewer than 10 votes.

Q: When do you count the Vote by Mail
ballots? After all the other votes are tallied?
A: This is a myth I'd like to put to rest.
The law allows us to open and count mail
in ballots 15 days prior to Election Day
and we do. In fact, by the time we leave
the office on the Monday afternoon prior
to the Tuesday election, all Early Vot-

ing and Vote by Mail ballots have been
counted. We go into Election Day all
caught up with everything counted except
for votes cast on Election Day or received
in the mail on Election Day. We had ap-
proximately 30,000 mail in votes this past
election.

Q: Do you have anything else to share with
our readers?

A: At this time, no elections are scheduled
in 2019 in St. Johns County; however,
Duval County is having their municipal
elections this month, which is why you
are seeing commercials. St. Johns Coun-
ty’s next schedule is the 2020 elections:
March 17, Presidential Preference Elec-
tion; Aug. 25, Primary Election; and Now.
3, General Election.

Q: What is the best way for our readers to
contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.com or call me at (904) 823-2238.
Our website, www.votesjc.com also has a
wealth of information.

a
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Q: Could we discuss the juvenile system?
A: 1 think education in this area is
important for families. First, I'd like
parents to know that the juvenile
system is focused on rehabilitating kids
who may have problems with the law.
The punitive portion is very small and
reserved for the worst offenders.

Q: What options are available for minors
who are get in trouble with the law?

A: We have a robust civil citation
program in St. Johns County. This
program allows an officer to have some
discretion when deciding whether to
make an arrest (which would stay on
the child’s record) or, if certain criteria
are met, instead write a civil citation.
If the charge is a misdemeanor that is
non-violent and non-sexual in nature,
and if the family of the child agrees,
the officer can write a civil citation. No
arrest is ever recorded. The child com-
mitting the offense would then have to
successfully complete a program, over-
seen to the St. Johns County Sheriff’s
Ofhice, that might include community
service, a letter of apology, restitution
or maybe a substance abuse evaluation.
If the child successfully completes the
program, the matter is concluded with
no arrest on the child’s record. If the
child does not successfully complete
the program, then the State Attorney’s
office has the option of coming in

and filing the original misdemeanor
charge. Minors may get a civil citation
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more than once, up to the point that it
becomes apparent that more strenuous
consequences are needed.

Q: What would be the next level?

A: The State Attorney’s office oversees
the Diversion Program for offenses
above the criteria for a civil citation.
Again the child would have to success-
fully complete a program similar to
that of the civil citation. If successfully
completed, the difference is that with
the Diversion Program, the child would
have an arrest on his or her record, but
it would show that the charges were

dropped.

Q: And if neither of these programs work
or are appropriate, what happens?

A: If the Diversion Program is not
appropriate, one sentencing option if
a child is charged with a crime would
be probation. If that is rejected by the
court or if the child is high risk, he or
she could be committed to a juvenile
detention facility. There is one in the
Hastings area and one in St. Augustine.
It takes a lot for a child to be commit-
ted, such as an armed robbery, sexual
assault or a serious juvenile record with
many second chances given but not
taken advantage of. Finally, sometimes
a crime is severe enough for what we
call a direct file. This is where a minor
is charged as an adult. This is worst case
and fortunately happens a lot less now
than it did several years ago.

St. Johns County Local Government (www.sjcfl.us)

Sheriff’s Office: Sheriff David B. Shoar,
dshoar@sjso.org, (904) 824-8304
Ponte Vedra Field Office: (904) 209-2215

beedjblocker@sicflus, (904) 209-0304
District 5: Henry Dean,
beeshdean@sjcflus, (904) 209-0305

St. Johns County School Board
(www.stjohns.ki2.fl.us)

District 4: Kelly Barrera,
kellybarrera@stjohns.ki2.flus, (904) 547-7510

Property Appraiser: Eddie Creamer,
sjcpa@sjcpa.us; (904) 827-5500

Supervisor of Elections: Vicky Oakes,

voakes@votesic.com, (904) 823-2238 State of Florida Elected Officials

Governor Ron DeSantis, (850) 488-7146

Tax Collector: Dennis Hollingworth,

taxcollector@sictax.us, (904) 209-2250 State House District 17: Representative Cyndi Stevenson,

Cyndi.Stevenson@myfloridahouse.gov, (904) 823-2300
Clerk of Court: Hunter S. Conrad, (304) 81-3600 State Senate District 7: Senator Travis Hutson,

St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners (386) 446-7610

District 1: Jimmy Johns,
becljjohns@sicflus, (904) 209-0301
District 2: Jeb Smith,
bee2jsmith@sicfl.us, (904) 209-0302
District 3: Paul Waldron,
bee3pwaldron@sicflus, (904) 209-0303

Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress District 4: Representative John Rutherford,
(202) 225-2501

U.S. Senate:
Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041

Distict 4 eremiah Blocke, Senator Rick Scott, (202) 224-5274 D

A unique place to be

Supported throughout your care journey. When you
and your loved one need a little extra support, turn to River
Garden’s premier Adult Day program. Available Monday —
Friday and staffed by caring professionals, the Adult Day
program provides a safe place for seniors experiencing
cognitive impairment. The Adult Day program offers a
variety of ability-specific activities to stimulate mind, body
and spirit. For caregivers, a monthly support group provides
fellowship and encouragement.

—

=
RIVERGARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

Learn more about the Adult Day

Care Program at River Garden.

Visit rivergarden.org or call (904)260-1818.
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I 20% Off*

Ll

Daily Savings Members can save an additional 5% with
this coupon.
*Valid in-store at the participating
stores listed. Discount applies for

Daily Savings Club Members Save 15% on food every day.

I A single item. Offer not valid on I
previous purchases, gift cards,
I : optics, DSC memberships or sale I
items. Coupon expires 3/31/19
Wild Birde Unfivitod
| Wk Ve sgpl“ o pvil

QUld Bitls Unlimitod

Nature Shop

St. Johns

450 SR 13 at Race Track Rd
(next to Publix)

(904) 230-3242
www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach

4138 Third Street South

(between Trader Joes and Staples)
(904) 246-6832
www.jacksonvillebeach.wbu.com
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Thank You Jacksonville for
voting us the best Home Organizer

“Tailored Living took care of everything, they are the garage

makeover experts!”

ngr space. Defined.

- Kathy, Jacksonville
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Eddie Creamer

9
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Q: Can you let us know how the new
website for the St. Johns County Property
Appraiser’s office came about?

A: When my team came aboard two
years ago, we undertook a project to
completely redesign the office’s website
(www.sjcpa.us). We wanted to make it
more user friendly and informational.
The website is ADA compliant and
there is a lot of data on the website

— everything from ownership infor-
mation, aerial photos, maps like flood
maps and school zone maps, and infor-
mation about exemptions and property
sales. There is also an online applica-
tion process for exemptions. Property
owners can file for exemptions online,
at home. When we first started offering
this ability, about 18 percent of exemp-
tions were filed online; now, more than
50 percent are filed online. We have
150,000 unique visitors each month,
which represents a significant time and
cost savings for our office staff.

Q: Can you give us an example of the
information available on the website?

A: Everything we use to determine the
value of a property is available to the
public. One can enter a property ID, or
address or owner’s name and the “Prop-
erty Card” will come up. This shows
items like the property’s neighborhood,
the section, township and range of the
property, the taxing district, the millage
rate, the lot size and any exemptions on
the property or accumulated portabil-
ity. There are also nine years of history
of valuation. The type of construction,
including interior materials, square
footage of the structure and a sketch of
the home from the building plans are
included. At the bottom are all legal

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser

documents filed against the property,
such as deeds, and there is a button for
recent sales in the area that we would
use in our valuation process. We also
show a photo of the house, to include
aerial photography, which we will be

updating annually going forward.

Q: What maps are available?

A: If one clicks on the map of the par-
cel, a color coded map of sales around
the parcel by year is visible. Also, there
is a flood zone overlay and a special tax-
ing district overly (such as Community
Development District or Municipal
Special Taxing Unit). Every piece of
information that we have on this piece
of property is available on the website.
For folks who are interested, it’s cool to
play around with.

Q: What else is available on the website?
A: There are many forms that can be
filled out online and a link to the Tax-
payer’s Bill of Rights. And because I be-
lieve in full transparency of government,
we have added the Property Appraiser’s
budget and financial statements. We
post our complete budget as approved
by the Department of Revenue. I
believe that if government is honest and
transparent, it gives constituents the
opportunity to ask questions and form
their own opinion.

Q: What is the best way for our readers to
contact you?

A: Our ofhice is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500.

It is open Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m.
— 5 p.m. Also, readers can email me

at Eddie@sjcpa.us or call me at (904)
827-5500.

Eat, Drink, Shop L%%l

iving

teaturing @) PremierGarage

PremierNX industrial grade floor coating
outperforms and outlasts traditional

epoxy floors.

All work performed by our employees,
no sub contractors!

Locally owned and operated.

Your project will be customized for your
individual needs.

Call for a FREE in home consultation
with our nationally recognized designer.

If you’re overwhelmed and not sure where
to begin with your project, give us a call

(904) 645-0885

TailoredLiving.com

and we will take care of everything!

Must mention ad. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 3/31/19.
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I have long been fascinated by the 1942
Nazi Submarine attack off Jacksonville
Beach. The attack occurred at 9:30 on
a Friday night, just four miles off the
coast. Thousands stood on the shore
and watched in horror as the German
submarine shelled the stricken oil-
tanker, “SS Gulfamerica.” One of the
people on the boardwalk that night was
Phil May, who passed away recently.

I went to interview Phil at his home
two years ago and heard his stories. He
was a World War II veteran. He served
in the 1St Division (the Big Red One)
and was severely injured at the Battle
of the Bulge. He spent years recovering
from the injuries he suffered in Europe.
Eventually, he recovered to a normal
life. He graduated from Princeton Uni-
versity and became a local stockbroker

Phil May was 17 and on the boardwalk
the night of the attack. He and some
friends were riding the merry-go-round
as the German torpedo slammed into
the stern of “Gulfamerica,” causing a
massive explosion. They rode round
and round and again and again they
were treated to the sight of the ocean
on fire. One of those friends was the
daughter of ]. Turner Butler, a long-
time state senator from Duval. They
named a pretty big road after him, J.
Turner Butler Boulevard. Cecil Butler
had a curfew and no teenage boy wants
to upset the daughter of a state senator,
so they all piled into an old Ford sedan
and headed back to Jacksonville. They
assumed, as did almost everyone on the
beach that night, that the explosion off
the coast was some sort of accident.

The Customer’s Man

By Scott Grant

ScottGrant@StJohnsBusinessMonthly.com

A short while later as they cruised
north along the beach, the Germans
began to shell the burning tanker and
they stopped to watch. It was quite a
show: the commander took his subma-
rine around the sinking oil tanker and
placed it between the shore and the
burning wreck so that everyone on the
beach could see the outline of his sub
and the flash of his guns. Cecil Butler,
who was described in her yearbook

as “the heartthrob of femininity,” got
home late. I have no idea what her
father had to say, but she certainly had
one of the best excuses ever.

Years later, Phil May, Jr. was president
of the Meninak Club when the com-
mander of that submarine came to
Jacksonville. Phil arranged to have him
speak to the club. Not everyone was
happy, and Phil got some angry calls
from people who thought it inappro-
priate to host the former “Nazi.”

One of the things that popped out
about Phil May was his profession:
stockbroker. Back when Phil first went
to work, it was common to refer to
stockbrokers as “customer’s men.” The
idea being that the broker was there

to help the customer. Somewhere
along the line, that concept was lost.
Investments were increasingly sold to
people by someone trying, sometimes
desperately, to earn a commission. Your
financial future is too important to be
someone else’s commission.

Scott A. Grant is President of Standfast
Asset Management in Ponte Vedra Beach.
He welcomes your comments or questions
at scottg@standfastic.com.

Visit us online at
www.floridanewsline.com
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DAN W, ARMSTRONG, P.A.
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822 AIA N.Ste#310 * Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
www.DanArmstrong.com

904.280.0058

Complimentary in-office

consultations

Women may need to make
extra financial moves

By Karsten Jacobson
mail@floridanewsline.com

International Women’s Day will be
observed on March 8. Around the world,
special events will celebrate the cultural,
social, political and economic achieve-
ments of women. However, this last area
— economic progress — is one that still
causes concern, and rightfully so, because
women still face gender-related challeng-
es. How can you deal with them?

To begin with, you need to recognize the
nature of these challenges. While many
factors are actually responsible for women
facing more economic pressure than men,
two stand out in particular:

® Gender wage gap: It’s still around,
despite some progress toward equality.
The U.S. Census Bureau has found that
full-time, year-round working women
earn about 80 percent of what their male
counterparts earn. Other studies show a
slightly smaller gap.

® Caregiving responsibilities: Women
typically take more time away from the
workforce than men, both to raise chil-
dren and then, later in life, to take care of
aging parents. These absences can result in
lost wages, lower Social Security benefits
and fewer contributions to 401 (k) and
similar retirement plans. So, given these
realities, what can you do to improve your
own financial outlook? Here are a few
suggestions:

® Increase your contributions to your re-
tirement plan: Every time your salary goes
up, increase the amount you contribute to
your 401(k) or similar retirement plan. At
a minimum, put in enough to earn your
employer’s match, if one is offered. These
plans offer potential tax-deferred earnings,
and since your contributions are typically
made with pre-tax dollars, the more you
put in, the lower your taxable income.

® Invest for growth: Some studies show

that men may invest more aggressively
than women — though not necessarily
more successfully. However, while you
do need to invest wisely, you can’t ignore
the need for growth. Consequently, you
should consider including a reasonable
percentage of growth-oriented invest-
ments in your retirement and other
investment accounts, with the precise
amount depending on your individual
goals, risk tolerance, and time horizon.

® Look for income even while serving

as caregiver: Of course, you may never
become the primary caregiver for your
elderly parents — but even if you do, it
doesn’t necessarily follow that you must
forego all earned income. If it’s possible,
you could seek to go part-time at your
current job, or request some type of
telecommuting arrangement. And as long
as you have some earned income, from

somewhere, you can still contribute to an
IRA.

® Manage retirement plan withdrawals
carefully: Once you're retired, possibly

to become a full-time caregiver, you can
take penalty-free — though still tax-

able — withdrawals from your 401 (k) as
early as age 55, provided you meet certain
conditions. Once youre 59 12, you can
take penalty-free withdrawals from a
traditional IRA, though the money will be
taxable. While you can withdraw contri-
butions you made to a Roth IRA at any
time, tax- and penalty-free, you'll have to
wait until 59 12 to take out your earn-
ings free of taxes and penalties. And you'll
need to find a sustainable withdrawal rate
so you can reduce the risk of depleting
these accounts too early.

This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by local Edward Jones Financial Advisor,
Karsten Jacobson. Email Karsten. Jacobson@
edwardjones.com_for more information.

With So Many Choices,
Why Would You Choose to Pay Taxes?

Tax-Free Municipal Bonds

0.41

*Yield effective 2/14/19

%to 357

, subject to availability. Yield and market value

%*

may fluctuate if sold prior to maturity, and the amount you receive from the
sale of these securities may be less than, equal to, or more than the amount
originally invested. Bond investments are subject to interest rate risk such
that when interest rates rise, the prices of bonds can decrease and the
investor can lose principal value. Any bond called prior to maturity results in
reinvestment risk for the owner of the bond. Municipal bonds are free from
federal income taxes, but may be subject to state and local taxes, as well

as the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT). Municipal bonds may have original

issue discount.

Some of the available issues of bonds are callable. Contact your local
Edward Jones financial advisor for more information about maturity dates

and applicable call provisions.

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Financial Advisor

Drive

32082
904-285-9898

2208 Sawgrass Village

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

Karsten L Jacobson, CFP*

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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é,@ Water Problems? " Kitehen Design

CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT ANSWERS, NO HIGH PRESSURE! Cdél/le&t i
- Residential - Commercial - Industrial
“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!" Gﬁ@m mﬂm@

FREE WATER [JStrotee: FULL KITCHEN

Salt Delivery .
TESTING |-t et BATH REMODELS
YOU DREAM IT, WE DESIGN IT

Appliance Package (up to $3500)

IMPROVEMENT QIE®6¥ = clata e

i3 CJd Family Owned and Operated since 1989
GUIDE - Rl |

License #W-32 904-229-7895

\10210 San Jose Blvd, Jax, FL 32257)

Sunshine Enclosures
Ls your premiere
outdoor Living  f
specialist offering

. ; « Accepting and Selling furniture (living room,
pool/la waé’ew;l,osures, dining room, bedroom, etc)
sulfwvwer SRS, -ﬁre Enc ore - Home decor (lamps, rugs, artwork, tchotchke)
pits and fireplaces. D¢
cCcor ’

New items arrive daily.
call us todag at FISCRRE EORSIGRAERT We are ready to accept your entire house,

qQoOLH,712.3337 Jacksonville’s estate, etc.

LargestUpscale . \ye also offer inventory liquidation service
Consignment Store  for builders, home and furniture industry
businesses, etc.

10830 San Jose Boulevard (across from Walmart)

SUNSHINE (904) 880-8448 * www.EncoreDecorFL.com
ENCLOSURES S s S s O L | Mon - Sat 10- 7 « Sun 12-5

KEEP YOUR ROOF - Qe ' We can rodentproofth

exterior of your home
\

IN PRIME CONDITION |

e |nsurance Claims ¢ Painting
¢ Roofing Masonry
. .. ® Roof Repairs Stucco Repairs
Professional Qu_a"ty ¢ Roof Maintenance Leak Detection Specialist
at the Best Price Contracts Concrete and Paver , :
cleaning & maintenance i i | T E— ! -

Call Today For a Free Roof Cleaning BEFORE
or Reroof Estimate! 904-223-6068

< 74 6th Street South, Suite 104 ® Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 7. PIi¥¥{
77 904-223-6068 © KandDRoofing.com Seias W

JV-0003133961-01 CCC1325852 CBC1258249 AWARD
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Shirli Billings™ career spans more than
40 years, with achievement starting
early in life. She was chosen as “Girl
Mayor” of Cincinnati in 1954. After
college she spent several years teach-
ing in the classroom. Moving into
administration, she took an assignment
as junior high principal in Lansing,
Mich. It was there she first met young
student Erwin Johnson, later known as
Magic Johnson. A signed basketball is
one of her treasures. While in Lansing,
she worked toward and earned a PhD
Degree from Ohio State University.
Billings would eventually progress
through several superintendent posi-
tions in public systems across several
states. As an African American woman
holding leadership roles in mainly
white school systems during the 70s
and ‘80s, she was a trailblazer during
times of societal change.

Following years in public education she
transitioned to the corporate world,
first with Honeywell then later running
her own training and development
consultancy. During that time she also
served on the board of directors of a
major utility company in New Jersey,
initially the lone woman and person of
color. During her 30 year tenure, she
recruited other highly capable women
and minorities to the board.

Q: Any career roads not taken?

A: I was offered a job in the Boston
school system as an area superinten-
dent. This rising young woman from
the midwest was romanced by city
leaders to come and help shape their
strategy for desegregation. I was as-
sured that after spending a few years

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com
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By Ken Gillespie
mail@floridanewsline.com

in this high profile
role I could write
my own ticket. A
tenured position
at Harvard was
mentioned. But
my mom weighed
in on my deci-
sion. At that time there had been several
murders of professional black women in
the Boston area at the hands of a serial
killer. Mom got emotional and pleaded
that I shouldn’t put myself in harms way.
I declined the job.

Q: You've had some interesting side roads
out of public education.

A: While in the Education Leadership
and Policy PhD program, I also decided
to pursue a number of business courses.
During my service as superintendent

of schools in a suburb of Minneapolis,
Honeywell recruited me into for-profit
corporate life. Given my background in
education, they were interested in my tak-
ing over their in-house leadership school.
But the hiring officer suggested I might
initially best serve the company in a profit
center that was facing operational chal-
lenges. This led to a role running an $800
million division in the armaments busi-
ness, “bombs and bullets.” Eventually I
did turn to human resource development,
taking on a global role as vice president
for HRD.

Q: You place high value on family.

A: Mom died at the age of 97. She raised
six kids with me being the second oldest.
My siblings often saw me as their “bossy
big sis.” Mom raised all of us quite well.
One brother became a pro football player.
My sister was a noted New York fashion
designer. Another brother became a crim-
inologist with undercover assignments in
white collar crime. I myself came late to
family and motherhood due to my career
being all-consuming for so many years. At

Photo courtesy Shirli Billings
Shirli Billings and son Joshua

the age of 57 I was fortunate to adopt a
baby boy as a single parent. My Joshua
is now 21 and the focus of much of my

life.

Q: What brought you to Florida?

A: Ohio’s weather was a factor. Snow and
cold didn't agree with my arthritic joints.
When Joshua was looking for college

we both rated warm weather high as a
criteria. I bought my present house in
Nocatee while he was still in high school,
but rented it out for a year. After he
signed on to Florida Southern University
we moved here. It was difficult leaving
family and friends in the midwest and I
still miss them, but for now I'm comfort-
able with new friends I’ve made here.

Q: What lies ahead?

A: Our family seems to have good
longevity genes and I'm hopeful for a
solid number of years ahead. My son

is encouraging me to follow some long
held dreams. One is to capture my life
and career experience in writing and
become a motivational speaker. I've had
a few privileges in my life along with
some tough learning experiences I would
like to share. I believe I can help younger
women with advice and perspective.

Library cont. from pg. 1

tractors were responsible for covering and
protecting the library’s books and Ring
said that when she visited she didn’t see
any damage to any of the library’s assets.

During the repair period, library staff
have been operating out of a space in the
Tax Collector’s Annex on Palm Valley
Road. Ring said that she was pleased that
a number of patrons have followed them
to the annex.

“We have been very comfortable with

the space we were allowed to use here at
the Annex,” Ring said. “We have been
operating limited library service just a few
miles away from the branch, which made
it a convenient option for our patrons.
Patrons have been able to request items
and browse a small collection of items as
well as get questions answered by quali-

fied staff.”

To welcome back patrons, friends and
volunteers back to the branch, the Friends
of the Ponte Vedra Library will present a
concert to celebrate the reopening of the
library on March 19 beginning at 6:30
p-m. Melissa Barrett, associate concert-
master of the Jacksonville Symphony
(violin) has brought together three fellow
members of the symphony: Anne Hertler
(violin), Susan Pardue (viola), and Betsy
Federman (cello) along with soprano Re-
gina Torres to present Rodgers and Ham-
merstein. Doors open at 6 p.m. Seating is
limited; the concert is free to the public.

“Our patrons are our priority,” Ring said.
“We are all so excited to move back into
the library.”

Support our,advertisers!
&

SEOTNITY
Call today and ask about

advertising in our next issue!

Email Call
Jeremy@FloridaNewsLine.com (904) 886-4919

ELEVATE YOUR DINING EXPERIENCE

Experience the beautiful
views from the iconic

TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse
while enjoying exceptional
food and drinks.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

BREAKFAST, LUNCH
& DINNER

SUNDAY BREAKFAST
BUFFET & SUPPER

TPC.COM/NINETEEN
(904) 273-3238

NINETEEN

TPC

SAWGRASS
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Answers to puzzles on page 8

Provided by MetroCreative

1. Employ
6 . 4. Not a starter
9 7. Matchstick game

8. One who receives a gift

10. One shows highlights
12. Open sore
13. Within

14. __ Caesar, comedian

16. Investment account

17. A negatively charged ion
19. Immoral act

20. Check

21. Lacking in vigor or vitality
25. Partner to flow

26. Ink

39

27. “Mad Men” actor
29. A taunt

43

30. Single

46

49

8

31. A very large body of water

32. A configuration of stars as seen from
the earth

39. Herringlike fish 8. Misfire
41. No (Scottish)

42, White-breasted N. American auk
43. American time

44, Adult female

45. Singer Horne

46. Pronouncements

14. Female sibling
15. First

18. Sodium

48. From a distance 20. Satisfy
49. Indian term of respect
50. One from Utah

51. Never sleeps

52. Type of bulb

24. Taxi

9. Amounts of time
11. The act of perceiving something visually

19. Brother or sister

27. Covers the engine

38. Drew closer to

39. Beers

40. Central China city
44. Touch lightly

47. Habitual twitching

22. The lands of an estate
23. Antiballistic missile

28. Commentator Coulter

CLUES DOWN
1. Hard to believe
2. Used as a pigment in painting

29. Mousse
31. Witness

33. Bar bill
34. Morning

3. Induces vomiting

4. Fifth note of a major scale

5. Written in a majuscule script
6. Brews

32. Unlikely to be forgotten

35. City south of Moscow
36. Highly incensed
37. Intricately decorated
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Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 17 =e)

14 19 20 23 23 24

8 6 6 5

18 21 16 19 14

5 6 20 1 15 11

Solve the code to discover words related to basketball.

17
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WORDS

A CAPPELLA
ACCENT
ALTO
AUDIATE
BALANCE
BARITONE
BASS
BEAT
CADENZA
CHEST
CHOIR
CHORUS
CLEF
COUNT
ENSEMBLE
FALSETTO
FLAT
HEAD
KEY
MAJOR
MEASURE
MINOR
MODIFICATION
MOVEMENT
MUSIC
OCTAVE
PITCH
REGISTER
SHARP
SIGHT
SOPRANO
TEMPO
TENOR
TONE
VOCAL
VOWELS
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Society of St. Andrew seeks volunteers
passionate about stopping hunger

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Gleaning is the act of collecting leftover
crops from farmers’ fields after they have
been commercially harvested. The Society
of St. Andrew is a national non-profit
founded in 1979 that takes this biblical
principle to heart and mobilizes volunteers
to dig up or pick the good vegetables or
fruit remaining after harvest and then
share it with nearby feeding agencies.

For the past four years, Larry Rood has
been the Society of St. Andrew coordi-
nator for the northeast Florida region,
which goes from the Florida state line
south to Crescent City and from Gaines-
ville east to the beach. While southern

St. Johns County is home to the majority
of farms in his region, he said there are
two small farms in the Jacksonville area,
including one run by the Clara White
mission in Ponte Vedra Beach, where
volunteers are needed to plant, weed and
harvest. Even individuals with citrus trees
may contact Rood to schedule a gleaning.

“We always need volunteers,” Rood said.

In addition to citrus gleaning, which re-
quires volunteers to pick fruit from trees,
bag it and then take it to a distribution
center, volunteers are also called upon to
harvest cabbage, cauliflower and broc-
coli. Rood said these crops are more labor
intensive and require volunteers to bend
while cutting the produce, and then throw
the produce into a wagon. He estimates
that most gleanings take between 90 min-
utes and three hours and the peak time is

Photos courtesy Larry Rood

Students from Ridgeview High School Spanish Honor
Society after a successful citrus gleaning in Mandarin.

December through the end of May.

“In addition to small individual farms, we
also partner with the UF test field,” Rood
said. “We have a large cabbage gleaning
scheduled there soon. All of the food
gleaned is fit to eat and we take it to ei-
ther the Mandarin Food Bank, Mandarin
Presbyterian Church, St. Francis House in
St. Augustine or Dining with Dignity in
St. Augustine, among others.”

Rood said the work is very fulfilling, but
can be physically demanding and he is
appreciative of all the volunteers. Some
are individuals who feel called to help out,
while others are church and high school
groups in search of a noble group activity
and community service hours.

“Here are some staggering numbers that
often, people don’t know: As a country,
there are 55 million people who do not
get three meals daily and a lot of these are
children. There are 144 billion pounds of

\ledra Beach

New Scouts BSA all girl t

Photo courtesy Dick Basye

roop now in Ponte

Scouts BSA, Troop 291, an all girl troop, has now formed and is hosted by Ponte Vedra
United Methodist Church. The girls will do the same program that the boys have done
for over a century, which emphasizes leadership, citizenship, and personal fitness. They
will have the opportunity to earn all the ranks including that of Eagle Scout. The new
troop meets every Thursday from 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. The girls designed their necker-
chiefs at their organizing meeting. Visit www. Troop291PVB.org for more information
or contact Elaine Mitchell at elainemitchell426@gmail.com or (904) 982-4937.

food a year that gets thrown away. We try
to get as much of the food that is going
to waste to the people who need it. That’s
why the Society of St. Andrew and the

volunteers exist,” Rood said.

Rood said that volunteers can sign up

in a couple of different ways for glean-
ings at times convenient for them: visit
the Society of St. Andrew website, www.
endhunger.org, and sign up online, or call
Larry Rood directly at (904) 738-1190.
Volunteers must sign a liability waiver
and gleaning locations are not publicized
so that random people don't show up ata
farmer’s field outside of scheduled glean-
ing times.

“I have a passion for this,” Rood said,
“and I am always looking for others who
do, too.”

Photo courtesy Nocatee

Pirates invade

Nocatee Farmers
Market

The Fernandina Pirates invaded the
Nocatee Farmers Market on Saturday,
Jan. 19. They brought along their life-
sized pirate ship, “Amelia’s Revenge,” and
taught three interactive pirate schools for
the kids. Attendees also enjoyed shop-
ping with more than 70 local vendors,
crafts, face painting, and bounce houses.



THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE
NOT BEEN SCREENED BY THE
SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTIS-
ING PUBLISHERS ASSOCIA-
TION (SAPA); Therefore, any
discrepancies thereof shall
not be the responsibility of the
aforementioned association.
Your publisher has agreed to
participate in this program
and run these ads as a service
to the Southeastern Advertis-
ing Publishers Association.

Beware of loan fraud.
Please check with the Bet-
ter Business Bureau or Con-
sumer Protection Agency
before sending any money
to any loan company. SAPA

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All
Makes/Models 2002-2018!
Any Condition. Running or
Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free Tow-
ing! We're Nationwide!
Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

EDUCATION/INSTRUCTION

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING
- Get FAA Technician certi-
fication. Approved for mili-
tary benefits. Financial Aid if
qualified. Job placement as-
sistance. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance (866)724-5403

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING
- Get FAA Technician certi-
fication. Approved for mili-
tary benefits. Financial Aid if
qualified. Job placement as-
sistance. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance 866-453-6204

FINANCIAL

Over $10K in debt? Be debt
free in 24-48 months. Pay
a fraction of what you owe.
A+ BBB rated. Call National
Debt Relief 855-862-0096.

HEALTH & MEDICAL

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99, 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! Call Today 1-866-339-0930.

Attention Viagra users: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or
Generic 20 mg yellow pills.
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H.
Guaranteed, no prescription
necessary. Call 844-493-5940

With Medicare, shopping
around is key. Compare FREE
Quotes from A-Rated Car-
riers to Save on a Medigap
Plan Today! Get Covered and
Save!! Call 855-399-9915

Have a CPAP machine for

sleep apnea? Get replace-
ment FDA approved CPAP ma-
chine parts and supplies at
little or no cost! Free sleep
guide included! 855-808-0483!

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
Cut your drug costs! SAVE $$!
50 Pills for $99.00. FREE Ship-
ping! 100% Guaranteed and
Discreet. CALL 1-844-249-3984

Suffering from an ADDICTION to
Alcohol, Opiates, Prescription
PainKillers or other DRUGS?
There is hope! Call Today to
speak with someone who
cares. Call NOW 1-877-753-4281

Suffering from an ADDICTION to
Alcohol, Opiates, Prescription
PainKillers or other DRUGS?
There is hope! Call Today to
speak with someone who
cares. Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you
behind paying your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Is the bank threatening fore-
closure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now! FREE CON-
SULTATION 844-359-4330

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
over a million families find
senior living. Our trusted lo-
cal advisors help solutions
to your unique needs at NO
COSTTO YOU! Call 844-432-3281

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help
you self-publish your own
book. FREE author submis-
sion kit! Limited offer! Why
wait? Call now: 844-660-6943

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We
specialize in safe bathing. Grab
bars, no slip flooring & seated
showers. Call for afree in-home
consultation: 877-661-6587

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?
You And Your Family May Be
Entitled To Significant Cash
Award. No Risk. No Money
Out Of Pocket. For Informa-
tion Call 855-677-0507

Offer: Book Your Flight Today
on United, Delta, American,
Air France, Air Canada. We
have the best rates. Call
today to learn more 1-855-
613-1407 Mon-Fri:10:00am to
7:00pm Sat & Sun: 11:30 am
to 7:00 pm (all times Eastern)

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included
Package. Over 185 Channels!
ONLY $45/month (for 24 mos.)
Call Now- Get NFL Sunday Ticket
FREE! CALL 1-877-666-2821
Ask Us How To Bundle & Save!

DISH TV - $59.99/month for
190 channels. $100 Gift Card
with Qualifying Service! Free
premium channels (Showtime,
Starz, & more) for 3 months.
Voice remote included. Re-
strictions apply, call for de-
tails. Call 1-855-784-9695

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep
it, PAY ONLY $299 per aid.
FREE Shipping. Call Hearing
Help Express 1- 866-744-6150

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Inter-
net & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB
per second speed. No contract
or commitment. More Chan-
nels. Faster Internet. Unlim-
ited Voice. Call 1-855-528-4962

Lung Cancer? Asbestos expo-
sure in industrial, construction,
manufacturing jobs, or military
may be the cause. Family in
the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email
cancer@breakinginjurynews.
com. $30 billion is set aside for
asbestos victims with cancer.
Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris
Sprays, Kits, Mattress Cov-
ers. Hardware Stores, The
Home Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing
aid for just $75 down and $50
per month! Call 800-426-
4212 and mention 88272 for a
risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Cable - Internet - Phone. No
Credit Check! No Contracts!
$29.99 each! Bundle - Save
huge! We're local installers!
Call Free Quote! 1-888-486-5572

Lung Cancer? And Age
60+? You And Your Family
May Be Entitled To Significant
Cash Award. Call 866-428-
1639 for Information. No Risk.
No Money Out Of Pocket.

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS!
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7
CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

70 years old, kids are grown.
Still need your life insurance?
Or is a big LIFE SETTLEMENT
CASH PAYOUT smarter? Call
Benefit Advance. 1-866-719-5766

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate
on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-800-508-2824

AT&T Internet. Get More
For Your High-Speed Inter-
net Thing. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes

1 TB of data per month. Ask
us how to bundle and SAVE!
Geo & svc restrictions apply.
Call us today 1-833-707-0984

DISH Network $69.99 For 190
Channels. Add High Speed
Internet for ONLY $14.95/month.
Best Technology. Best Value.
Smart HD DVR Included. FREE
Installation. Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-855-837-9146

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels
& 1000s of Shows/Movies On
Demand (w/SELECT Package.)
AT&T Internet 99 Percent Reli-
ability. Unlimited Texts to 120
Countries w/AT&T Wireless. Call
4 FREE Quote- 1-855-781-1565

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Inter-
net & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB
per second speed No contract
or commitment. More Chan-
nels. Faster Internet. Unlim-
ited Voice. Call 1-855-652-9304

Stay in your home longer
with an American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up
to $1,500 off, including a free
toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-844-374-0013

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-
TION! World Health Link. Price
Match Guarantee! Prescriptions
Required. CIPA Certified. Over
1500 medications available.
CALL Today For A Free Price
Quote. 1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Start Saving BIG On Medica-
tions! Up To 90% Savings from
90DAYMEDS! Over 3500 Medica-
tions Available! Prescriptions
Req'd. Pharmacy Checker Ap-
proved. CALL Today for Your
FREE Quote. 844-776-7620

ENJOY 100 guaranteed, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE 75 PERCENT - PLUS get
4 FREE Burgers! Order The
Family Gourmet Feast - ONLY
$49.99. Call 1-855-349-0656
mention code 55586TIC or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/lovel3

HughesNet Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo!
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Instal-
lation for lease customers! Lim-
ited Time, Call 1-800-610-4790

Cross Country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company,
out of state move $799 Long
Distance Movers. Get Free
quote on your Long dis-
tance move 1-800-511-2181

Lung Cancer? Asbestos expo-
sure in industrial, construction,
manufacturing jobs, or military
may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email
cancer@breakinginjurynews.
com. $30 billion is set aside for
asbestos victims with cancer.
Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.
Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclo-
sure? CALL Homeowner Pro-
tection Services now! New
laws are in effect that may
help. Call Now 1-866-214-4534

SATELLITETV

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE!
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.) Order Now!
Get a $100 AT&T Visa Rewards
Gift Card (some restrictions
apply) CALL 1-877-666-2821

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels  $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-855-419-7188

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas in-
terests. Send details to P.0.
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/
Truck, Running or Not. Call for
INSTANT offer: 1-888-417-9150

Reader Advisory: The National
Trade Association we belong to
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value of
their service or product is advised
by this publication. In order to
avoid misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their
clients establish mail order selling
and other businesses at home.
Under NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance or give
the client your checking, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware
of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that
if a credit repair company does
business only over the phone it is
illegal to request any money before
delivering its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach Canada.

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes
across the USA! Place your ad in
over 140 community newspapers,
with circulation totaling over 10
million homes. Contact Indepen-
dent Free Papers of America IFPA
at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.
com or visit our website cadne-
tads.com for more information
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Job Finder is complimentary for our advertisers.

SALES/MARKETING OFFICE STAFF HELP WANTED for a State Farm office in the
Mandarin area. Experience in sales desirable and the position will require
Florida insurance licensing. Please send resume's to sue@jimregister.com.

To see open positions at Orthopaedic Associates of St. Augustine,
please visit the CAREERS page on our website at www.oastaug.com.

Julington Creek Family practice in search of a F/T Certified Medical Assistant. Must
have EHR knowledge and a minimum of 3yrs experience. Fax resume: 391-5628

£ Helping
1000's Get 3
The _gieneﬁts

€]
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We Simplify The
Process & Strive
For Quick Claim
Approval’

Do You Qualify
1 For Disability

Assisting With:
2- Initial Applications

- Denied Claims

- Hearings
BiLLGORDON

buGono  (855) 550-1752

Bill Gordon & Assodiates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.
Member of the TX & NM Bar Assodations. Mail: 1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County, FL. Services
may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states. * The process for determining
each applicant’s disability benefits varies greatly, and can take upwards of two years.

Benefits? Call For
A FREE Evaluation

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in
the home were also exposed.

Call 1-866-795-3684 or email
cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit.

AIRLINE
CAREERS

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses
coast to coast. Job placement assistance.
Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly.

AVIATION INSTITUTE OF MAINTENANCE

L—— /__

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

800-481-7894

Sharks swimmers and divers excel at
state championships

By Tanis Milicevic

mail@floridanewsline.com

The Ponte Vedra High School swim and
dive season has come to close with an out-
standing showing at the 2A Florida State
Championships. Coming off the District
win for the boys’ and gitls’ teams as well
as the boys’ regionals win, which was a
first in Ponte Vedra High School history,
the team was well prepared to finish off
the season on a high in Stuart, Fla.

The team sent five male swimmers and
five female swimmers in addition to the
school’s female diver to represent Ponte

Vedra High School. Seven school swim

records were broken.

Following are the results of the state finals

2018:

® Andrew Relihan (senior): Fourth place
200 Freestyle, new school record 1:42.79
and fifth place 100 Freestyle, 47.27

® Max Milicevic (senior): Second place
100 Freestyle, new school record 46.66
and 10¢h place 50 Free, new school record

21.75

® Nicolas Cox (senior): Eighth place
200 IM, new school record 1:57.55 and
fourth place 100 Back, new school record

52.35

® Joor Kazhuro (senior): 12¢h place, 100

Fly

® Boys 200 Free Relay: Third place, new
school record 1:26.68 (Cleburne Wilson,
Igor Kazhuro, Andrew Relihan, Max

Milicevic)

® Boys' 400 Free Relay: New school
record 3:10.61 (Igor Kazhuro, Nicholas
Cox, Max Milicevic, Andrew Relihan)

The girls’ team sent the following swim-

mers to State Finals:

® Lilly Lewis: 100 Free, 200 Free Relay,

400 Free Relay

® Holly Cox: 200 Free, 500 Free, 200
Free Relay and 400 Free Relay

® Riley Hagy: 500 Free, 200 Free Relay &

400 Free Relay

® Kaitlyn Copland: 200 Free Relay
® Hannah Outcalt: 400 Free Relay

® Diver Kate Zehil finished in fourth

place.

Community Marketplace

Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

» THE RIGHT

Az CLEANERS, LLC

House cleaning services

Have a free demo before
you hire us!

Photos courtesy Tanis Milicevic
Swimmers and diver representing Ponte Vedra High
School at the 2A Florida State Championships.

We provide great references

Licensed and insured
CALL OR TEXT NOW!I

(904) 207-5674

Support our advertisers!

Eat, Drink, Shop
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2018 - 2019 St. Johns County School Calendar

Teacher Optional Planning

Teacher Planning (non-student day)
Teacher Inservice (non-student day)
Classes Resume

Student/Teacher Holiday

End of Quarter

Underline = testing dates

Call today and ask about
advertising in our next issue!

Call
(904) 886-4919

Email
Sales@FloridaNewsLine.com

Market your
pusiness for

only $5
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Briefs

Adventures in the Arts
to feature disability and
inclusion

The Adventures in the Arts program series
will continue on Thursday, March 21 at

2 p.m. in the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library. The program is sponsored by
Friends of the Library, Ponte Vedra Beach
and Cummer Beaches, a support group
of the Cummer Museum of Art and

Gardens.

Guest speaker and museum educator
Danielle Garcia will present “Creating Ac-
cess: Disability, Inclusion and the Arts.”
The museum aims to offer a welcoming
environment, where each visitor has the
opportunity to feel inspired and connect-
ed with compelling artwork and intellec-
tual experiences.

Garcia received her degree in art history
from the University of Florida with expe-
rience in museum education, curatorial
work and studio arts. She collaborates
with museum educators and other depart-
ments to ensure that museum experiences
are welcoming, inclusive and accessible to,
among others, children, Women of Vision
and the Florida School of the Deaf and
Blind.

The program is free and open to the
public. Call Marianne Stein at (904) 280-

2976 for more information.

Butterfly lecture offered
Attendees can discover how to cater to the
life cycle needs of butterflies on Wednes-
day, March 13 from 2 p.m. — 4 p.m. at
the GTM Research Reserve, 505 Guana
River Road.

Florida is home to a spectacular array of
butterflies and Renee Stambaugh, Florida
Master Naturalist and Butterfly Habitat
Designer will explain how to offer not
only nectar plants for the adult butterflies,
but also delicious foliage for the babies.
By planting host plants, gardeners are
providing food for caterpillars and can
enjoy watching them grow and transform
into adult butterflies. This program is free
and open to the public.

Visit www.nativeplantconsulting.com or
call (904) 671-2880 for more informa-

tion.

Rotary Club scholarship

application now available

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach
Sunset is currently accepting applications
for the prestigious “Service Above Self”
Scholarship.

Students currently enrolled as juniors or
seniors as Ponte Vedra or Allen D. Nease

VIKIN
CRUISES

Exploring the World in Comfore*

TRAVEL JA LEADERS

Ask about Travel Leaders Group Discounts.
2-for-1 cruise plus international air discounts.

Travel Advisor, Jessica Braack | Agency Owner, Lindsay Hardy | Madalena Edwards, Travel Advisor
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SAIL THE WORLD’S
GREATEST RIVERS.
ONLY with Viking

Travel Leaders of Jacksonville

2 Fairfield Blvd, Suite 3
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904-642-6909 | TLJAX.COM
Next to Starbucks in Ponte Vedra

Be and IC with Travel Leaders
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Best Orthodontist
in St. Augustine

high schools are encouraged to apply for
the “Service Above Self” Scholarship.

Offered annually by the Rotary Club of
Ponte Vedra Beach Sunset, these $1,000
scholarships are awarded to the top ap-
plicant from each school based on his/her
application, which includes an essay about
community service. Children of Rotarians
are not eligible to apply.

Details and the scholarship application
are available at heeps://goo.gl/forms/
HAuBT]JPijjLaCcWv1. The deadline for
receipt of all application requirements

is March 14, 2019. The two scholarship
winners will be notified by mid-April.
Later, they will receive their scholarships
at dinner hosted by the Rotary Club of
Ponte Vedra Beach Sunset.

Contact Paula Roderick at paroderickl@
comcast.net or (904) 280-8933 for more

information.

Oldest performing arts
organization in St. Augustine
turns 70

A milestone has arrived in the performing
arts in St. Augustine, with the St. Au-
gustine Community Chorus celebrating
its 70th year/season and hosting a gala

benefit and two concerts to honor it in
March.

“We are delighted to be at this great age as
an organization and continuing to provide
relevant, joyful musical entertainment

for this city that so embraces music in all
forms,” said Lynn Abjornson, president
of the St. Augustine Community Chorus.
“We love that there are so many talented
musicians turning 70 this year including
Bruce Springsteen, Bonnie Raitt, Billy
Joel, and Lionel Richie — great music is
enduring, and singing is a lifelong plea-

sure,” she added.

The public can attend one of three events
to be part of the festivities: a gala din-
ner, dancing and silent auction event on
March 8 at Riverview Club in St. Augus-
tine Shores; or two concerts on March
16 or March 17 at Lewis Auditorium, all
with the St. Augustine Orchestra for this
unique shared program.

“I Hear America Singing” is the name

of the concerts which will be jointly
conducted by Maestros Mike Sanflippo
and Scott Gregg. The program includes
music by iconic American composers such
as Bernstein, Copland, Gershwin, and

Photo courtesy St. Augustine Community Chorus
The St. Augustine Community Chorus is celebrating 70
years.

Berlin, as well as folk tunes and recently
composed pieces. “This program was
conceived as a celebration of Americana,”
said Mike Sanflippo, who has been con-
ducting the Chorus since 2015. “I Hear
America Singing is also a great theme for
our concert, as choral singing continues to
be the most popular form of participation
in the performing arts in the US, with
approximately 12,000 professional and
community choruses in the country.”

Visit https://saosaccevents. ticketleap.com/
to buy tickets for the gala and concerts.
Visit www.staugustinecommunitychorus.
org for more information.

KOTA EZAWA: THE CRIME OF ART

MARCH 12 THROUGH DECEMBER 1, 2019

Kota Ezawa’s The Crime of Art series explores themes of ownership
and access through the lens of high-profile art heists. This multimedia
exhibition includes new and recent works inspired by infamous

thefts, including a collection of 13 masterworks stolen from the
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum and the disappearance (and
subsequent recovery) of Edvard Munch’s The Scream.

For more information, visit cummermuseum.org

ORTHODONTIST

SAVE ORTHODONTIC EXPENSE!
Call for a FREE ORTHODONTIC
Growth & Development EXAMINATION

ST. JOHNS

Race Track Rd. ¢ next to Memorial Emergency Center

111 Doctors Village Dr. ¢ Ste. 400 ¢ St. Johns, FL 32259

ST. AUGUSTINE
22 St. Johns Medical Park Dr. ¢ St. Augustine, FL 32086

WILLIAM J. GLENOS, D.M.D., P.A.

Board Certified Orthodontic Specialist For Children, Teens, and Adults
904.79SMILE (797.6453) - smilesbyglenos.com

|U 9 - -F Connect with us! Like us on Facebook

CUMMER
MUSEUM

ART | GARDENS | EDUCATION
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Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, sounded like

one of those classic resort towns that a
travel writer, like me, ought to know. So,

I hopped a flight and began to explore.

I came home with plenty of reasons to
encourage others to visit, and I'm seriously
considering a personal return next summer.
It’s my kind of place.

Lake Geneva’s grand waterfront awed me
and felt so relaxing, yet the place initially
was called “Maunk-suck” (Big Foot) for a
Potawatomi chief, and then later named
Geneva after the quiet town of Geneva,

Explore Lake Geneva, Wisconsin

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Boutique shops, non-chain restaurants, cof-
fee shops and bars do a brisk business. Fall
foliage, Oktoberfest, a winter ice sculpture
extravaganza, and of course, ice fishing
keep the pace going year-round.

No trip to the region is complete without

a guided cruise showcasing the spectacular
lakefront mansions. The script from the
cruise line sounds like it was lifted from the
show “Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous.”
You need only look at the yachts and boat-
houses to see the owners’ rank among the
country’s highest tax brackets.

New York. The
destination
was eventually
identified as
Lake Geneva
to avoid confu-
sion with the
nearby Geneva,
Illinois.

Attracted by
the fresh air,
clear lake and
scenic vistas,
the community prospered and grew. Chi-
cago’s wealthy businessmen started going
there to hunt and fish. The Midwest’s great
moguls, like Wrigley, Kellogg, Maytag and
beer baron Conrad Seipp, liked it so much,
they built opulent summer homes. A rail
line opened in 1871 bringing more people
to the area and it gained the nickname
“The Newport of the West.”

Tk

Then, in October 1871, Chicago suffered
its Great Fire, an event that oddly benefited
Lake Geneva. Numerous families escaped
the burning city on the train and stayed
through the winter waiting for city homes
to be rebuilt. While life in the big city
slowly resumed, the Chicagoans cherished
memories of summering in Lake Geneva
and kept returning. Even today, about 80
percent of the summer residents have roots

in Chicago.

You'll find Lake Geneva’s old-fashioned
main street about 80 minutes from Chi-
cago, and 45 minutes from Milwaukee.
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e Touring inside the
Black Point Estate,
a fabulous high
Victorian style
mansion built in
1887-8 for beer
baron Conrad
Seipp brings a
taste of the bygone
lifestyle. The prop-
erty stayed in the
family until 2005,
much unchanged,
until it was gifted to the state. (Group tours
via ferry boat or motor coach only.)

B R

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Black Point Estate

If returning, I'd choose to stay in either the
Baker House or Maxwell Mansion, two
historic downtown properties. They are
ideal for couples or a girls’ getaway. The
boutique hotels with gardens feel magical,
flaunting their Gilded Age glamour. The
homes include fire-lit parlors, period din-
ing spaces and enticing bars. The Maxwell
House even sports a basement Speakeasy
Lounge. Should you stay elsewhere, make
reservations for champagne brunch, high
tea or dinner at one of these inns.

If you are headed toward Wisconsin, don’t
miss dipping your toes in glorious Lake
Geneva. For more information: visitlakeg-
eneva.com

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more of
local travel writer Debi Landers stories and
travel tips.
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904.273.7980 - www.jjbistro.com
The Shoppes at Ponte Vedra - 330 A1A North Suite 209 - Ponte Vedra, FL

'5 BISTRO

Lunch or
Dinner

¢ Minimum $30 purchase
: before tax :
Only one coupon per visit $#
3 - per table 4
Exp. Date: MARCH 31,2019

- Largest selection of fresh and home-
made pastries in Jacksonville -
- Great Retail Wine Selection -

- 2 Free Bottles on a Case Purchase -
- Free Wine Club Membership -
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ANIMAL Uﬂe"ring'F)?cep_tional veterinary
care since 1984
To provide the
highest quality
veterinary care
while providing
exceptional
customer

service.
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Full Service Animal Hospital Emergency & Urgent Care
Vaccines Digital Dental X-ray
Surgery Digital Radiology
Geriatric Care In-House Laboratory
Ultrasonography Wellness Exams
Cold Laster Therapy Pet Microchipping

Pet Boarding

904-285-7924

28 Corona Road | Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Hear Reggie’s Story p | AckermanCancerPuzzle.com

advanced care. That's why more than 1,000 patients chose

AN

CANCER CENTER

"l started my Proton Therapy treatment
two weeks ahead of schedule.
That was a big deal to me."

Your cancer puzzle deserves timely access to the most

Proton Therapy at Ackerman Cancer Center.

Let’s solve your cancer puzzle.

San Jose Blvd. & 1-295

904-257-5205
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OPENING SPRING 2019
NOW LEASING

M STARLING AT NOCATEE

Independent Living

Welcome to Starling. Welcome Home.

We invite you to explore a new beginning of unmatched convenience and elegance in a carefree
oasis of luxury featuring exquisite dining options, resort-style amenities, dynamic engagement
opportunities, robust wellness offerings, and personalized services in a safe and secure environment

enabling you to live the life you deserve.

Contact us today to learn more about what makes Starling at Nocatee the region’s premier
rental independent living destination. Be sure to inquire about our limited-time Founders

program oﬂ:ering reduced pricing and exclusive benefits to our first residents.

( Please give us a call at: 904.299.8187

9 Or visit our Leasing Center today:

965 CROSSWATER PKWY., PONTE VEDRA, FL 32081 Preferred Pricing for a Limited Time

Located adjacent to Starling’s established Assisted Living No “Buy-In” Fee Required
and Memory Care community.

885 CROSSWATER PKWY. | PONTE VEDRA, FL 32081 | 904.299.8187 | StarlingLiving.com/NocateelL | Nocatee@StarlingLiving.com
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behind Dunkin Donuts
@ Nocatee Town Center

N\ AF@
Sawgrass

Next to Pet Supermarket @ Ponte Vedra
Shopping Center 880 ATA PV Beach

(904) 474-8700 (904) 395-2500
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IT°S BACK: .. - Training!
JOIN TODAY R | Workout with your

And receive a | 3 Friends on our
FREE Turf Zone!

SPIN to WIN!
Ask about a

Guaranteed to _ ' # 7 Day Trail
Win a 1-12 month o £
Membership!

Your friendly neighborhood 24 hour gym. Friendly
We’ll help you get to a healthier place! Fridays

Bring in this Gym Open 24/7

Cou pon for a App Integrated Cardio Equipment »  Fitness Classes 24/7
FREE SPIN Tanning *  Friendly Staff

Family Plans Available «  Clean Private Restroom/Showers Anytime Fitness - Nocatee FL
. . Anytime Fitness - Sawgrass FL
Personal & Group Training »  Kids Workout program

' @ l @anytimefitness_nefi
0 Shaklee products for a Healthier. Leaner. You! O

Bring your friends to workout
with you every Friday for FREE

Offer expires 3/31/19



