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Plan your summer fun
with our annual guide.

Danielle Hendrix
Windermere resident Brian
Buckley is the mastermind be-
hind The Better Man Event.

Windermere

weighingideato
merge Tree Board,
ParksandRec

GABBY BAQUERO
NEWS EDITOR

DANIELLE HENDRIX
BLACK TIEEDITOR

On April 13, 8,000 men will
have the opportunity to learn
how to become a better friend,
student, coworker, brother,
father or husband — and, over-
all, abetter man.

UCF’s CFE Arena is host-
ing the 15th annual The Better
Man Event, an annual event
designed to equip, encourage

The town of Windermere is
short on volunteers for its Tree
Board and Parks and Recreation
Committee and is considering
dissolving the Tree Board to
shift the responsibilities to the
Parks and Recreation commit-
tee.

Town Manager Robert Smith
emphasized the idea was pro-

SEE BECOMING PAGE 6
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Maybe a merger?

IN OTHER NEWS

M Former Windermere Mayor
Gary Bruhn was recognized
for his 15 years of service and
presented with the Key to the
City.

W Jim O'Brien was sworn

in as the new mayor of the
Town of Windermere, and
new Town Council members
Bill Martini and Liz Andert —
as well as re-elected council
member Bob McKinley —
took their oaths of office.

B Town Manager Robert
Smith was evaluated for his
the past year’s performance
and granted a five-year
contract extension and pay
increase.

M Frank Krens was appointed
to the town’s Parks and Rec-
reation committee.

M Windermere Police Chief
David Ogden swore in new
reserve officer Patrick Husic.
Ogden also promoted Win-
dermere police officer Chip
Irwin to the rank of Officer 2.

M School Crossing Guard
Patty Sanders received a
Longevity of Service award
for her 12 years of volun-
teerism.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

posed only recently and still
is being vetted. The proposal
sparked opposition from some
Tree Board members, including
Theresa Schretzmann-Myers,
who expressed her concerns dur-
ing the March 26 Town Council
meeting’s public forum.

“I received an email from our
town manager today saying they
were basically going to merge the
Tree Board’s responsibilities with
Parks and Rec — with the idea
that the Tree Board should shift
the responsibilities to the Parks
and Recreation Committee,”
Schretzmann-Myerssaid. “(Smith
said) its members can apply to the
Parks and Rec (committee) to fill
their vacant seats. The goal is to
have everything under Parks and
Recreation, as opposed to having
two separate committees whose
goals are aligned. So I want to say
on the record that I'm opposed (to
this).Ithink the Tree Board was set
up individually so that we could
become a Tree City USAY”

Schretzmann-Myers, who
serves on the town’s Histori-
cal Preservation Board and Tree
Board, said she is concerned
about the idea of merging the
committees because she believes
the mission statements are dis-
similar. Moreover, the Tree Board
members have undergone years of
education regarding tree and hor-
ticulture.

“We are advocates for trees,
and we’ve spent many long years
attending conferences educating
ourselves on trees and horticul-
tural science,” she said. “We are
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Gabby Baquero

Former Windermere Mayor Gary Bruhn, third from left, received a key to the town at last week’s meeting.

educated Tree Board members. ...
So I think it’s very important that
we keep the committees separate.
With all due respect, I think Parks
and (Recreation) does a great job
on our parks and playgrounds, but
they do not educate themselves
on our horticulture or attend the
Trees Florida conference”

She recommends the town keep
the Tree Board and recruit vol-
unteers to fill the vacant seats for
both the Tree Board and Parks and
Recreation Committee.

Inresponse, Smith said the idea
to merge the two committees, at
this point, is just that — an idea.

“It was anidea that was brought
and proposed because the Parks
and Recreation (committee) and
the Tree Board .... all their goals
are aligned,” Smith said. “Youhave
one committee that’s made up of

four members, including Frank
Krens, who was just appointed,
and the other is also made up of
four members, which alsoincludes
Frank Krens. So the idea is to take
everything that the Tree Board is
doing and put it under the pur-
view of Parks and Recreation.
These are discussion items we’re
talking about with Parks and Rec-
reation and the Tree Board before
we took it tothe council to get their
thoughts and feelings. So again,
this is ... coming straight at you
guys before we’ve had a chance
to vet this out and get the feelings
from everybody.”

Smith also said he disagreed
with the belief that the goals of the
two committees were incompati-
ble and explained that if the merg-
er were to occur, the town would
amend the Parks and Recreation
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Committee’s mission statements
and bylaws.

“Idon’t think their missions are
not aligned, and if we were to go
ahead and move Parks and Rec to
take over the responsibilities of the
Tree Board, we’d work on amend-
ing their mission statement; we’d
work on amending their bylaws;
we’d work on amending education
requirements,” hesaid. “And that’s
not to say that the people currently
on the Tree Board would be kicked
off — they can apply (to the com-
mittee) because that’s the process
that we have. And I don’t think
Parks and (Recreation) would have
an issue with taking on additional
members to make them whole as a
seven-member group. But again,
this is something that is just being
vetted out”

Health Central




OrangeObserver.com

OBSERVER | THURSDAY, APRIL 4,2019 3

-

File photo

This mural won Best in Show during the 2018 Chalkin’ It Up sidewalk art contest.

DIAGNOSIS:

Spring Fever is in the air

The Bloom & Grow Garden Society is holding its annual
plant festival in downtown Winter Garden April 6and 7.

GABBY BAQUERO
NEWS EDITOR
inter Garden’s annual
Wplant—themed festi-
val will blossom for its
10th year this weekend.

The Bloom & Grow Garden
Society’s annual Spring Fever
in the Garden festival will take
place along Plant Street from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, April
6, and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday,
April 7.

The free festival features hun-
dreds of local vendors selling
seeds, flowers and potted plants
and is sure to delight any plant
enthusiast. The society also will
host its Chalkin’ It Up event — a
sidewalk art contest sponsored
by AdventHealth that takes place
in front of Winter Garden City
Hall.

Bloom & Grow Garden Society
President Brenda Knowles said
109 contestants will participate
in the contest this year to create
a total of 62 6-foot-by-6-foot
art murals depicting a nature or
springtime theme.

“Sometimes, it takes all day
for people to create their piece,
while others are finished within a
few hours,” Knowles said. “Soit’s
just exciting to watch, because
they basically take up this blank
canvas of concrete and then just
use chalk to create their art. And
all the art has to be garden or
springtime-related and must be
suitable for young children. We
see a combination of everything,
from parrots, toroosters, torain-

bows — they’re all beautiful and
very colorful murals.”

Chalk artists can enter the
contest as an individual or a
team in the elementary-, mid-
dle-, high- school or adult cat-
egory. This year, the society also
added a new category for fami-
lies because they noticed many
families wanted to participate as
ateam.

About $2,100in cash prizes are
available for the winners in each
category. All the murals must be
completed by 4 p.m. Saturday,
where they will be judged based
on use of color, detail, technique
and overall design, Knowles said.
Awards include the People’s
Choice award, which comes with
a$400 cashprize, and the Best In
Show award, the winner of which
is awarded a $700 cash prize.

Shelly Bradon, a Maitland
resident and art teacher at The
Geneva School, has partici-
pated in the art contest since it
launched and has won the Best
in Show award twice. Art always
has been a part of her life, but
she was introduced to chalk art
after taking a job at The Geneva
School, which took kids to chalk
art festivals.

Bradon, who most enjoys cre-
ating pieces inspired by nature
and landscapes she sees during
her hikes around the state, grew
intrigued with the art form and
taught herself. She also draws
and paints with acrylics and oils,
and enjoys calligraphy.

For this year’s contest, Bradon
plans to draw her inspiration
from either a 20th-century artist
she recently discovered or an old

IF YOU GO

BLOOM & GROW GARDEN
SOCIETY’S SPRING FEVER
IN THE GARDEN

WHEN: 9 a.m.to 5 p.m., Sat-
urday, April 6,and 11a.m.to 4
p.m., Sunday, April 7

WHERE: Downtown Winter
Garden

WEBSITE:
springfeveringarden.com

photo of her son, she said.

“Ihave a couple options,” Bra-
don said, “There’s an artist I just
discovered who I'd not heard of
before at a show in Savannah,
(Georgia), this weekend. She
made beautiful paintings. So it
would be a good opportunity to
introduce something inspired by
her because most people might
not find out about her on their
own. Everyone’s heard of Van
Gogh and Rembrandt, so I try to
shy away from those big names,
because people already know
who they are. So I may do that
or recreate a photograph I have
of my son who’s doing something
whimsical. So I’ve thought about
doing that, but I haven’t decided
yet”

Two teams comprising nine
fifth-graders from Thorne-
brooke Elementary School also
will be competing in the contest
this year, said Lenore Eastham,
an art teacher at Thornebrooke.
One team will create a bee sur-
rounded by flowers, while the
other team creates a monarch
butterfly, also surrounded by
plants and flowers.

OCPS names new
schools, receives
music-ed award

Orange County Public Schools had an eventful
month between naming its three new

Horizon West-area schools and being recog-
nized for outstanding music education.

DANIELLE HENDRIX
BLACK TIE EDITOR

Between naming its three newest
Horizon West-area schools and
receiving national recognition
for its music program, Orange
County Public Schools ended
the month of March with a bang.

On Tuesday, March 12, Orange
County School Board members
approved the official names for
each of the three new schools set
to open to students in District 4
this fall.

Additionally, on March 28,
OCPS announced it has been
honored with the Best Com-
munities for Music Education
designation from The NAMM
Foundation.

THE NAME GAME

During the Orange County
School Board meeting Tuesday,
March 12, members voted unan-
imously to approve each of the
school names District 4 School
Board Member Pam Gould chose
from the suggestions.

Previously knownas Site 25-E-
SW-4, the elementary school at
9131 Taborfield Ave., Orlando, is
now called Castleview Elemen-
tary. It will relieve Bay Lake and
Sand Lake elementary schools.
The name Castleview, which
pays homage to the nearby Walt
Disney World Resort, won over
suggestions Lake Mabel Elemen-
tary and Seven Seas Elementary.

“I, too, love the name Cas-
tleview, and I think it is just a
wonderful way to really honor
some of the heritage in West
Orange County that we have,
especially because you can see
(Disney) right from that school
site,” Gould said.

Site 49-E-W-4, located at
16000 Water Spring Blvd., Win-
ter Garden, is now Water Spring
Elementary. It is named for the
street on which it is located and
won over the other suggestions
of Horizon West Elementary and
Storey Grove Elementary.

“With this one, I was kind of
torn between Storey Grove and
Water Spring, but we don’t have
any Water Spring (around), and I
think that’s kind of a cool name,
and we have alot of water in West
Orange County;” Gould said. “I
think a lot can be done with that
name, too, with the kids — I'think
it could be very fun for them?”

The new middle school, Site
37-M-SW-4, is now Horizon
West Middle School. It is located
at 8200 Tattant Blvd., Winder-
mere, and relieves Bridgewater
Middle. The name prevailed over
the other suggestions of Wind-
ermere Middle and Lakeside Vil -
lage Middle.

“Here’s the challenge that
I have for those of you who
aren’t as familiar with our area,’
Gould told meeting attendees.

“Tt is located in the ZIP code of
Windermere; it’s not located
in the town of Windermere.
We have Windermere Prepara-
tory School, Windermere High
School, Windermere Elemen-
tary. ... I think there’s going to
be some name confusion out
there with so many Windermere
schools. I"d like to see this school
have a unique identity.

“I think Horizon West (Mid-
dle) is probably the best choice
for this school at this point,”
Gould said. “I think it truly is
the best name that came out of
them. They’re all great names,
but I don’t want any more con-
fusion between all of our various
Windermere schools.”

MUSICALLY INCLINED

OCPS’ designation as one of
the best communities for music
education comes from The
NAMM Foundation, a nonprofit
supported in part by the National
Association of Music Merchants
and its 10,400 members around
the world.

The foundation advances
active participation in music-
making across the lifespan by
supporting scientific research,
philanthropic giving and public-
service programs.

The Best Communities for
Music Education designation,
now inits20thyear, is awarded to
districts that demonstrate out-
standing achievement in efforts
toprovide music access and edu-
cation to students.

To qualify, OCPS officials
had to answer detailed ques-
tions about funding, gradua-
tion requirements, music-class
participation, instruction time,
facilities and support for its
music programs. These respons-
es were verified with school offi-
cials and reviewed by The Music
Research Institute at the Univer-
sity of Kansas.

“Music educationisincredibly
supported within Orange County
Public Schools and throughout
our community,” OCPS Senior
Director for Fine Arts Curricu-
lum Scott Evans said. “Coming
on the heels of our West Orange
High choral director, Dr. Jeffery
Redding, earning the GRAM-
MY Music Educator of the Year
award, earning a second year in a
row as one of the best communi-
tiesinthenationisjust more ver-
ification that our commitment to
music and the arts is top-notch”

According to OCPS, this des-
ignation recognizes that the
district is leading the way with
learning opportunities as out-
lined in the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act, whichreplaces the No
Child Left Behind Act. The ESSA
recommends music and the arts
as important elements of a well-
rounded education for all chil-
dren, OCPS stated.

“I think Horizon West (Middle) is probably the best choice for this
school at this point ... | don’t want any more confusion between
all of our various Windermere schools.”

— District 4 School Board Member Pam Gould
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Sofia Melendez, center, tried to keep pace with other children during a dance and hula-hoop party.

Photos by Troy Herring

BIRTHDAY BASH

DANIELLE HENDRIX
BLACK TIEEEDITOR

ith more than 30
communities and
thousands of resi-
dents who call it
home, Horizon West continues
to grow by the day.

Although there is so much new
development in the area today,
one of its first communities,
Independence, is celebrating its
15-year anniversary this year.

The Independence community
encompasses more than 1,300
acres and has frontage on both
Lake Hancock and Lake Speer,
with homes in between the lakes
and conservation areas. As one of
the first communities in the area
tobe fully built in 2004, Indepen-
dence residents have had 15 years
to build the level of community
they have reached today.

On Saturday, March 30, the
community kicked off its 15th-
anniversary celebration with a
party for all ages. Bounce houses,
ice cream and cupcakes, con-
tests, dance parties, a showing
of the movie “Tangled” and a
water-lantern celebration at dusk
rounded off the evening. Howev-
er, Lifestyle Director Tim Gesing
said, the celebration will continue
all year.

“We'’re going to be offering
throughout the year new events
and enhancements to our exist-
ing offerings, whether it’s a new
Wine Down Wednesday with
different vendors coming in and
doing wine tastings or a partner-
ship with Orange County Parks
and Recreation to bring in learn-
ing activities for our younger res-
idents,” Gesing said.

Notable events the Indepen-
dence community already enjoys
throughout the year include a
spring festival, splash bash and
fireworks spectacular. And for
the 15th anniversary, residents
will notice new branding to cel-
ebrate, such as special banners
throughout the community and
celebratorylogos and projections.

As the community’s lifestyle
director, Gesing is responsible
for overseeing all of the activi-
ties, events, fitness offerings
and more. He also is in charge of
ensuring the community offers

Trevor Sanders watched as his luminary floated about in the water during
Saturday'’s festivities.

the best resident experience pos-
sible.

“Just since I’ve been around,
I've seen that growth of commu-
nity, and the amount of residents
getting involved has been awe-
some to see,” he said. “It’snot just
families, it’s residents of all ages,
and being able to bring everybody
inis something we’ve been able to
(do as we) grow the offerings of
the community and reach out for
partnerships with area business-
es. It’s all thanks to our wonderful
sponsors that we’ve been able to
keepup with these events and add
more offerings”

Gesing moved to Independence
11 years ago and has served as the

lifestyle director for four years.

“We have 2,000 families that
callushome, and we’ve beenreal -
ly trying to capitalize on that and
offer somany different events and
offerings throughout the year,” he
said. “Ivery much love to see how
much it’s grown and how much it
has to offer and take that sense of
pride in it.

“I love to be the one leading all
the amenities in the community,
seeing 4,000 folks watching the
fireworks show, being able to be
part of that, having that sense of
community and watching it grow
and grow each year,” he said.

The community features two
clubhouses, several swimming

Left: DJ
Alex Adkins

the tunes
as parents

danced
along to the
beat.

Below:
Micole
Santana
enjoyed her
time danc-
ing along-
side new
friends.

pools, tennis and basketball :
courts, children’s play areas, :
nature and bicycle trails and :
more. Additionally, those who
enter the community from Fic- :
quette Road are treated to the !
grand entryway that showcases a :
50-foot clock tower and 512-foot

reflection pond.

“I think with Horizon West
and as much as it’s grown in the
last several years, since it broke
ground in 2004 you need to make :
sure you’re able to differenti- :
ate yourself from other commu-
nities,” Gesing said. “We want :
everyone to know Independence :

as the place to live, and we have :
. OrangeObserver.com

events for all walks of life.”

pumped out

and children
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“If we are to build a better world,
we must remember that the guiding
principle is this — a policy of freedom
for the individual is the only truly
progressive policy.”
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“Road to Serfdom,” 1944
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Adult-training program expands into West Orange

OCA believes in working on the mind, body and spirit of individuals with special needs.

AMY QUESINBERRY
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Mornings begin with indepen-
dent skill time, when Bianca can
take part in her favorite activ-
ity — stringing beads to make
keychains. She and a small group
of other young adults are learning
how to become independent citi-
zens through the adult vocational
training program at OCA, which
has expanded into West Orange
County.

The new location, at Purpose
Church on West Colonial Drive
in Winter Garden, offers a closer
optionforlocal people with special
needs and their families.

Silvia Haas is the executive
director of OCA, which recently
celebrated its 10th anniversary.
She opened the second location in
December. The first, located on Eli
Street in Orlando, opened adecade
ago.

“After the age of 22, all program-
ming stops for people with special
needs,” Haas said. “We believe at
OCA on working on mind, body
and spirit: Opportunity, Commu-
nity, Ability”

In the Orange County Public
Schools system, students on the
autism spectrum and those with
other special needs can continue
attending high school until age 22.
But, what happens to them after
that?

CONSISTENCY IS KEY

“Everything they’ve been taughtin
school — we want to make sure we
are still working on those skill sets,

Horizon West
Robert Olson, MD
Family Medicine

Pamela Ponce, MD
Pediatric Medicine

Shweta Patel, MD
OB-GYN

Summerport
Tad Nowicki, MD
Pediatric Medicine

David Duany, MD
Pediatric Medicine

Find a doctor near you. Call (321) 841-3724 or browse other
neighborhood physicians at OrlandoHealth.com/WestOrlando

because we want them to continue
to gain independent-living skills,”
Haas said. “The more independent
they become, the fewer supports
they will need as they age.”

Participants worked recently on
laundry sorting and various kitch-
en activities, such as setting the
table, washing dishes and wiping
the counters.

Repetition is important to the
clients, Haas said.

And it takes a dedicated, patient
and well-trained staff to assist the
clientsin perfecting their everyday
tasks.

“All (staff members) are trained
in applied behavior analysis, the
first therapeutic model to work
with people with special needs,’
she said.

Three certified staff members
work with 10 participants at the
Winter Garden site. Smaller ratios
make it easier for individuals to
reach their goals, Haas said.

The staffers work on general-
izing, which means a student can
learn to fold towels at OCA and
then can go work at the YMCA, for
example, and fold towels there.

They work on social skills, rec-
reational skills, cooking and guid-
ed meditation. An occupational
therapist provides activities for
the clients.

Every week is the same at OCA,
providing consistency for clients.
OnMondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, they are in Winter Garden
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesdays
and Fridays are longer days — until
3:30 p.m. — and they all go to the
main campus, where they engage

Choose your trusted
neighborhood
physician.

Orlando Health -

Carlos Dieguez, MD
Gynecology

OB-GYN

West Orlando
Shereen Oloufa, MD
OB-GYN

Robert Middleton, MD
Pediatric Medicine

Health Central Hospital

Katherine Bautista-Draviam, DO

in their regular activities plus
music and dance therapies.

“We really believe in using a
multi-disciplinary approach
because using different therapeu-
tic models allows our participants
to gain more experiences (and)
the more independent they can
become,” Haas said.

“Day in and day out that’s what
we strive for,” she said. “We end up
trying to create an environment for
them to be successfulin”

OCA has various partners in the
community that allow the indi-
viduals to experience a work envi-
ronment. On days that they work,
they dontheir uniform — acollared
shirt with the OCA logo — so they
look professional.

On Mondays and Tuesdays, they
engage in vocational work, such as
cleaning the exercise equipment,
at the Dr. Phillips YMCA. On
Thursdays, they visit First Baptist
Church Windermere to engage in
clerical work, such as stuffing and
sorting. When they are in Orlando
on Wednesdays and Fridays, they
train at Outback Steakhouse or
Chili’s.

OCA partners with Love Your
Neighbors Books for another job
opportunity — an Amazon book
drive. Through the book program,
OCA collects donated books of any
type. The OCA students then cat-
egorize them prior to selling and
shipthem after they are purchased.

“Every person can do something
within that program,’ she said.
“It’s probably the most popular
program, to them, because it’s
meaningful”

OCA'S ROOTS

Silvia and Todd Haas have three
sons, the youngest of whom is
non-vocal and needs round-the-
clock care.

“He can’t speak, but he canmake
sounds and can sign and has other
ways of communicating,” Haas
said. “He’s a happy-go-lucky guy.
He’s in our AVT program now. He
makes us better people. He really
does. He keeps our family ground -
ed.... Teaching has always been my
passion; I never thought I would
work with special needs”

A decade ago, Haas met three
women who worked with and
formed a special relationship with
her son, Matthew, now 23. She,
Margaret Thornton, Jenny Griffith
and Sabrina Sharpe wanted to cre-
atean organization that could ben-
efit families like hers.

In 2009, they started the non-
profit OCA in Orlando with 19
families and organized Special
Olympics camps and social-skills
training programs. The client list
quickly grew to 125.

Two years later, Haas quit her
17-year teaching career and took
on OCA full time.

Today, there is a therapy clinic
and early-intervention clinic, and
Haas plans to open a Voluntary
Pre-Kindergarten program this
summer. Thereisatheater compa-
ny, too, and clients perform shows
three times a year.

Haas said the ultimate vision
of OCA is to build a village where
individuals with special needs can
live, work and play.

OCA has put together a housing

OCA WEST

13640 W. Colonial Drive,

Suite 140, Winter Garden
PHONE: (407) 960-7782
WEBSITE: Gooca.org
DETAILS: The capacity in the
new location is 20, and there
currently are 10 clients. For
information, email info@gooca.
org.

BY THE NUMBERS
1in68

The number of Americans
living with autism, the fastest-
growing developmental dis-
ability.

20,500-plus

The number of families on
a wait list for services in
Florida, with nearly 25% of
them in Central Florida.

Up to $60,000

The annual medical and
therapeutic costs for a child or
young adult with autism.

400-plus

The number of families receiv-
ing services from OCA annu-
ally.

Source: OCA

committee to acquire at least 10
acres of land for residential hous-
ing and programming, possibly in
West Orange or Lake counties.

“Without passion, you have
no drive,” Haas said. “These guys
drive us to have more passion in
what we do. Their spirit is them.
We believe we have divine inter-
vention that’s always been with us,
but their spirit is infectious when
they’re alive and engaged, (and) it
makes the staff want to do somuch
more.

INSPIRING ’
A NEW
CENTURY

305216-1
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These tips can help
you use 911 effectively

In 2008, the U.S. Congress
established April as National
911 Education Month. In Orange
County, we begin this month-
long campaign to help our
citizens of all ages recognize the
importance of 911 and the role
they play in ensuring effec-
tive and efficient emergency
response in times of crisis.

For 50 years, 911 has served
as the vital link between our
citizens and our emergency
services. As citizens utilize new
communications technolo-
gies, 911 education takes on an
increased importance for every-
one. Recent 911 educational
campaigns include:

M Call if you can, text if you
can’t. Text to 911 is now avail-
able in Orange County. This
service will benefit those who
are deaf, hard of hearing or have
a speech impediment, or for
anyone who has a police, fire or
medical emergency and making
avoice call to 911 would put him
or her in danger. A voice call to
911is the best and fastest way for
the 911 operator to retrieve and
deliver lifesaving information,
so citizens only should use Text
to 911 when a voice call is not an
option.

If you have to Text to 911,
always provide your exact
location and the nature of the
emergency. Location technology
is not the same with text asit is
with a voice 911 call. Avoid using
slang, social-media jargon or
abbreviations, and do not send
photos, emojis, GIFs or videos.
Also, don’t send a group text.

Finally, make sure to mute your
phone if you are in a dangerous
situation.

M Know Your location. Wire-
less to 911 can provide incon-
sistent location information, so
911 call-takers will need more
specific information from you.
Be prepared to provide detailed
information on where you are,
so that help can get to you as
quickly as possible.

[ Stay calm and don’t hang
up. Until you are instructed

to do otherwise, stay on the

line with the 911 operator so
you can provide any necessary
information or assistance to

the 911 operator — and so the
911 operator can provide you
with life-saving instructions. If
you accidentally call 911, don’t
hang up. Stay on the phone and
inform the 911 operator that
you dialed accidentally and that
there is no emergency. If you
don’t stay on the phone, valu-
able 911 resources will be used to
locate you to ensure emergency
services are not needed.

Agencies will be recogniz-
ing 911 Education Month with
activities such as educational
events, sharing information on
their websites and social media.
If you would like a 911 profes-
sional to present at a meeting or
event, please email your request
to 911IMSAG@ocfl.net.

LAURAKINNEAR
ORANGE COUNTY 911 TRAINING &
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and engage men to become bet -
ter. And under event founder
and Windermere resident Brian
Buckley and his team, the event
has grown from 48 men 14 years
ago tomore than 4,000 in atten-
dance last year.

Buckley, a partner at the Insur-
ance Office of America for 18
years, moved to Windermere 14
years ago. For him, the inspi-
ration to become a better man
came when he was 20 years old
and he met his first mentor and
rolemodel. Before then, he called
himself a “B-minus guy,” saying
that he just did the minimum to
get by in life as a brother, hus-
band and employee.

“I grew up watching sitcoms,
and the husband was always the
idiot,” Buckley said. “He was the
one people poked fun at — Fred
Flintstone, Archie Bunker, all
these characters that the man
was always the one people made
fun of. Tthink it was because men
were never setting a bar or living
to be better. ... When I turned
20, I met a guy that taught me
how to be extraordinary. He was
an amazing role model to me in
what would my life look like if I
were to become better, extraor-
dinary. He modeled that for me
and with it came a work ethic
that was beyond.”

Buckley’s faith also played a
role in him wanting to make an
impact and not just be a taker but
also a giver. He decided he want -
edtolearnhow he could be better
by helping others and impacting
other men’s lives just as his was
by his mentor. Thus, The Better

Becoming better

Man Event was born.

He asked some men he knew
if they would be willing to help
him bring his vision to life, and
they did. All of this is volunteer
work for both Buckley and every-
one involved, but they know it’s
worth it to be able to help other
men become better.

“We decided at that point we
were going to have an event,’
he said. “It was just a gathering
of 48 men, the first one. It hap-
pened in June 2005, and our first
speakers were a financial-wealth
manager, a psychologist and a
family therapist.”

The next year, attendance
nearly doubled to 90, and it con-
tinued to multiply in each suc-
cessive year. This year, the orga-
nization is taking a big step and
moving to the CFE Arena to be
able to accommodate 8,000.

“People come back each and
every year,” Buckley said. “Our
biggest demographic is fathers
bringing their sons and sons
bringing their fathers. It’s the
biggest night, a lot of dads tell
me, of their year with their son.
It’s easy for a dad to talk to this
son about the Super Bowl and
school and things like that, but
this is an event where people
walk out with tangible stories
from our speakers on how they
became better”

This year’s speakers are:
Mc-Kenzie Milton, UCF quar-
terback; Evander Holyfield,
four-time heavyweight cham-
pion of the world; David Green,
founder/CEO of Hobby Lobby;
Jonathan Cain, member of rock
band Journey; the Rev. Anthony
Thompson, pastor and author

EARN
MORE

2 O 7 8APY*

15 Month Fixed-rate Term Share Certificate
with a $1,000 Minimum Opening Deposit.

%

$1,000 Minimum Opening
Deposit with Direct Deposit
($500 monthly aggregate requirement)

THE BETTER
MAN EVENT

WHEN: Saturday, April 13.
Tailgate event from 2to 6
p.m.; VIP event from 4 to
5:30 p.m.; main event 6 to
9 p.m.

WHERE: CFE Arena, 12777
Gemini Blvd. N., Orlando
TICKETS: $20 for students
(ages 13 and up); $25 first
responders and military;
$35 general admission;
$200 VIP admission (comes
with front-row seating, pre-
event meal, interactions and
photo opportunities with
speakers, event shirt and
more)

DETAILS: The Better Man
Event is an annual three-
hour men's event designed
to equip, encourage and
engage men to become
better. Each year, it features
nationally known speakers
who speak to men on how
to become better broth-
ers, fathers, students and
husbands. Tickets to this
year's event are available at
BME2019.com.

of “Called to Forgive,” and Brad
Stine, comedian and emcee.
And with a theme of “On The
Edge,” Buckley hopes men who
attend this year’s event will be
inspired knowing that they are
on the edge of something great.
“We can do something with
our lives — we can impact those
around us or we can just go
through life,” Buckley said. “I
hope when men walk out of this
event that they areinspired to get
so mad at being B- or C-minus
that they go, ‘I'm going to be
better! Thope that whatever their
world offers them the opportu-
nity to do, they’re going to do it

2.89:

15 Month Fixed-rate Term Share Certificate

$100,000 Minimum
Opening Deposit.

%

Visit mycfe.com/certificatepromo to take advantage of this incredible offer.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 2.89% with a dividend rate of 2.85% or APY is 2.78% with a dividend rate of 2.75%. Certain
restrictions apply. Promotion available for a limited time only beginning March 1, 2019. Offer subject to end or change at any
time without notice. Penalty applies for early withdrawal. Fees can reduce earnings on the account. CFE membership
requirements apply. Personal and business accounts qualify for this offer. APY is based on the assumption that interest and
principal will remain in the account until maturity. The Term Share Certificate will automatically renew to a twelve month
term at the current rate and APY available at time of maturity. Offers also available for traditional IRA term share certificate.

@ Equal Housing Lender

Federally insured by NCUA

N2

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

CFE

303982-1
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Lois Fakioglu is a cancer survivor who has
been in remission for nine years after her
battle with non-Hodgkins lymphoma.

support their colleagues and friends battling cancer.

ocal students and West Orange

residents showed their support for

cancer survivors at the West Or-

ange Relay for Life Saturday, March
30, at Chain of Lakes Middle School.

Attendees helped fundraise to sup-

port the American Cancer Society’s
mission. The society aims to support
cancer research and programs that
provide resources for cancer patients.
In 2017, United States-based Relay for
Life events raised a total of $230 mil-
lion. About $6.3 billion has been raised
in the U.S. since the movement was
founded in 1985.

Olympia High students Lexi Hutton and Isa-
bella Galbis participated in the ACS relay with
their Olympia High School water polo team.

Left: Dr. Phillips High students Juliah Ozkan
and Natasha Vergara decided to participate
in the American Cancer Society West Orange
Relay for Life because both of their moms are

— GABBY BAQUERO cancer survivors.

[¥as

Employees of the Animal Clinic of Windermere — Heather Hurlock, Diane Chilton, Ava Schanke, i
Natalia Wiggins, AnneMarie Hermann and Lindsey Venckauskas — came to support the mission. Dr. Phillips High students Ryan Richards, William Warfield and Kevin Koivu.

YOU SHOULDN'T HAVETO
FIGHT OVERYOUR
PROPERTY RIGHTS

If you buy a home

With So Many Choices,
Why Would You Choose to Pay Taxes?

Tax-Free Municipal Bonds

1.08 %0338 %

*Yield effective 03/27/2019subject to availability. Yield and market value may fluctuate if sold prior
to maturity, and the amount you receive from the sale of these securities may be less than, equal to,
or more than the amount originally invested. Bond investments are subject to interest rate risk such
that when interest rates rise, the prices of bonds can decrease and the investor can lose principal
value. Any bond called prior to maturity results in reinvestment risk for the owner of the bond.
Municipal bonds are free from federal income taxes, but may be subject to state and local taxes, as
well as the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT). Municipal bonds may have original issue discount.

without getting

sl OWNer’s title

lreasure TITLE. IR ,
; insurance Ageneyinc. N1 EYT] rance’ you re

Some of the available issues of bonds are callable. Contact your local Edward Jones financial advisor To |nves_t I_n tax-free bOl'ldS,
for more information about maturity dates and applicable call provisions. call or visit your local

financial advisor today.

taking major Iegal ' Cody M Cervellera

() ; o o o . Finacial Advisor

T 4 and financial risks. 13848 Tilden Rd Suite 160

Mﬁ' Winter Garden, FL 34787-5326

ul 407-395-9079 %
Suite 200B in the TD Bank Building Let our team Broc Rosser wwwedwardjones.com .
12200 W. Colonial Dr. f. f Financial Advisor
Winter Garden, FL 34787 —_— |ght or your 6735 Conroy Rd Ste 326 .
office 407.654.8811 Orlando FL 32835 Edward]ones

407-412-6476

www.treasuretitle.com ¢ info@treasuretitle.com property rights'

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Above: Emma Paterson, Ceci Reyes and Huck Paterson had a
blast in the bounce house.

Right: FFA students and parents manned the petting zoo.
From left: Phoebe Peano and goat Delilah, Elaine Peano and
goat Juniper, Francesca Peano and goats Winston and Sheila,
and Alex Reyes and goat Hazel.

indermere
High's FFA and
hospitality clubs

threw quite the bash Fri-
day, March 29, during the
school’s inaugural CAR-
nival Car Show. Students,
5 A parents and the commu-
B ‘ nity were invited out for
e an evening of family fun.
h Hg /8 H W Rae i v , . , A Activities included food
a et B ORI , 5N -/ A = \; [ . ‘ »  trucks, bounce houses,

Tyler Youngblood handled his horse, Blue. - ; = carnival-style games,
exotic cars on display
and even a petting zoo.
Those who entered their
cars competed for prizes
like free hair cuts and gift
cards to local restaurants
and businesses.

— DANIELLE HENDRIX

Right: Derby Phicil and Ivan Delgado acted out a scene in front of
the Mercedes they brought from Mercedes-Benz of South Orlando.

O N L | N E See more photos at OrangeObserver.com

DEGREES

13599 WEST COLONIAL DRIVE
WINTER GARDEN, FLORIDA
(407) 554-3206

visit 1000degrees.com to see
our menu or to order online

YOU CBEATE IT.

WE FIRE IT AT 1,000 DEGREES,

More than just a yoga studio—we are a community of like-minded individuals with
—— the intention to strengthen and inspire. We warmly welcome students of ALL levels!

warrior _ —

30 DAYS

UNLIMITED
CLASSES

*NEW STUDENT
SPECIAL

WINTER GARDEN ¢ WINDERMERE
13796 Bridgewater Crossing Blvd Suite 1040, Windermere, FL 34786 « WeAreWarriorOneWGW.com

303106-1
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Kim Minichiello is this year’s President of the Florida
Watercolor Society, which will be holding its annual
convention in Orlando for the first time since 2012.

Local painter leads Florida Watercolor Society

ERIC GUTIERREZ
STAFF WRITER

Kim Minichiello began paint-
ing with watercolors in the early
2000s simply as a means to docu-
ment her travels. Inspired by travel
sketchbooks from other artists,
she always carried acompact kit of
watercolors and her own sketch-
book wherever she would travel
for herjob as a designer for Disney
Imagineering.

“I’ve done a lot of traveling
working for Walt Disney Imagi-
neering, and I was always enam-
ored by these (travel sketch)
books,” Minichiello said. “With
allthe traveling that Ido, Ijust told
myself, ‘I want to do that, (but) I
wasn’t that comfortable with

Courtesy of Kim Minichello
Kim Minichiello is known for the
depth of color and detail in her
watercolor paintings.

19th Annual

rmg lever

inthe? E; ’

APRIL 6TH * 9 AM -5 PM
APRIL 7/TH * 11 AM - 4 PM

watercolor. I hadn’t painted with
it that much, but by wanting to
do that (travel sketchbook), it was
my goal to keep a travel sketch-
book and do them in watercolor.
I got very, very familiar with the
medium, and I loved it so much,
it just became my preferred medi-
um. Idon’t use oil (paints) as much
anymore because Ilove watercolor
and the flow and the pigment on
the paper ... andit’s easier to travel
with”

Today, Minichiellois at the head
of the Florida Watercolor Society
as its president for 2019. She is
originally from Logansport, Indi-
ana, but currently lives near Win-
dermere. Her paintings have been
featured at the SoBo Art Gallery
in downtown Winter Garden, and
she currently has one on display
at SoBo as part of Florida Water-
color Society’s Traveling Exhibi-
tion. She’s previously served as a
member of the Winter Garden Art
Association’s Board of Directors,
but serving as president of the
Florida Watercolor Society — a
position that has been four years
in the making for her — takes up
much of her free time these days.

“It’s a huge responsibility, and
I felt very honored and flattered
that my peers had faith in me to do
thejob,” Minichiello said. “BeforeI
was president, I was on the board
for four years doing different jobs
at certain VP (vice president)
levels to work my way up to the
presidency job. Then I know what

e

-

it

Eric Gutierrez

Kim Minichiello often creates larger paintings using watercolors, which is not common for that medium.

needs to be done to pull off what
our main event each year, (which)
is a convention ... (and) an annual
exhibition for our members (that
features) 100 paintings, and we
also do a big trade show as part of
the convention”

When Minichiello is not work-
ing on one of her own paintings,
she sharesher passion for painting
with others. Minichiello teaches
private painting lessons and group
painting classes from her home.
She sets up tables, watercolor sets
and paper in her garage to form a
classroom for her students. Occa-
sionally, she is contracted with
Disney to teach painting work-
shops.

Minichiello said the work she
has done with the Florida Water-
color Society has been a years-
long commitment. She said
working her way up to president
and then beyond that position can
take up to eight years. To be presi-
dent, members have to work their
way up from third vice president.
Along the way, the presidents-in-
the-making learn what it takes to
run the Florida Watercolor Soci-
ety’s annual convention, trade
show and art exhibition.

For the first time since 2012,
the Florida Watercolor Society’s
Convention, Trade Show and Art
Exhibition will take place in the
Orlando area — Sept. 19 to 22 at

the Double Tree Hilton Orlando
at SeaWorld; 10100 International
Drive. The 48th annual Florida
Watercolor Society Exhibition
will take place Sept. 10 to Nov. 8
at Harry P. Leu Gardens, 1920 N.
Forest Ave., Orlando.

When the Florida Watercolor
Society takes on a new third vice
president, where that person lives
is taken into account. The annual
convention, trade show and exhi-
bition is held in different cities
throughout the state each year,
and it’s typically held close to
where the president of the Florida
Watercolor Society for that year
lives.

FESTIVAL.

In beautiful Historic Downtown Winter Garden

Join us for a two-day festival with many plant,

nature and wildlife related vendors.

Raffles and festival shirts will be available at the
Bloom & Grow booth at Plant St & N. Boyd St.

Kidzone will host educational programs for
children of all ages. Learn more about water
conservation and your environment.

Finally don’t miss the “Chalkin’ It Up” - Sidewalk
Art Contest, which will be held on Saturday.

Live entertainment throughout both days.

|
5

WINTER GARDEY

April 6% & 7 +13" & 14 | 8AM - 6PM All Days

Presented by Bloom & Grow Garden Society and Co-sponsored by the City of Winter Garden WA

springfeveringarden.com

0
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F(l]J“_ W @ KcWinery

- FREE ADMISSION -

*Blueherry U-Pick
- Kids Area

*Wine, Beer, & Cider
Tastings

-Live Entertainment
- Endless Family Fun

-100+ Unique Craft &
Food Vendors

KeelFarms.com
5210 Thonotosassa Rd, Plant City, FL 33565

KeelAndCurleyWinery
N: (® TampaBayBlueberryFestival (®) TampaBayBlueberryFestival

3052731




“We have the largest chapel in West Orange County.”

e = West Orange chamber clebvates women
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“Home of the

\, area’s first certified
therapy dog.
Feel free to stop -
inandsayhello  “j % .
to Charley Girl!” . "& % ¢ ™

——

www.winteroakfuneralhome.com
1132 E. Plant Street, Winter Garden, FL 34787 « LIC #F080822

West Orange Chamber of Commerce members, speakers and event sponsors gathered for a photo following the event.

I : IAN t was an afternoon full of uplifting
Restauran I and celebrating women Thursday,

March 28, during the West Orange
505 Heoan gagne Chamber of Commerce’s Celebrating

i 8 : ﬁ : : Extraordinary Women event. Held at
Lakewalk at Hamlin, the event included
drinks, refreshments and opportunities
for networking. It also offered a chance
for celebrating women during Women's

N%)QV{SST(')-I,\E Is-l]%RRLEEY History Month. The featured speakers

were Orange County District 1 Commis-
OPEN sioner Betsy VanderLey; Marva Johnson,

Mon-Sat the vice president of state government
4p.m. affairs for Charter Communicatons south
Sun Closed region; and Ellen Korbin, an entrepreneur

who owns three businesses.
352-241-9884

— DANIELLE HENDRIX ;
Ann Carpenter, Amy Schmidt and Carolyn Sawyer

O N L | N E See more photos at OrangeObserver.com

"Hearrrov YOU!

Share your
opinion and
you could

WIN A 5250
VISA GIFT
CARD!

BLAIR M. JOHNSON

Attorney At Law « 407-656-5521
425 South Dillard St. « Winter Garden, FL 34787

+Wills/Advance Directives  «Real estate: Contracts,
« Estates Closings, Short Sales,
Deed in Lieu

« Corporation/LLC
« Commercial transactions  *And other matters
+ Landlord/Tenant

305162-1

Proudly serving West Orange County for over 36 years.
www.blairjohnsonlaw.com

N/ . .
vk Ocoee Pediatrics

Office Hours:
Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM

Saturday Mornings 8-12

Please take a few minutes to complete a brief reader
survey to help us understand your needs for local news
and information and how to make the Observer and
OrangeObserver.com more relevant and useful.

O b server By Appointment Only

You. Your Neighbors. Your Neighborhood. 1551 Boren Drive, Suite A
OrangeObserver.com OCO@@, FL 34761
Wellington Esquea, PA-C - Dr. Bindu Parekattil

Dr. Shaista Usmani - Dr. Shahid Usmani

Visit online at: OrangeObserver.com/Survey
Survey closes Sunday, Apr. 14.

Call 407-395-2037 » www.OcoeeKidsDocs.com
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Liz Rutledge, Lauren Rutlege, Aaron Rutledge, and Iris and Peter Hao

Poolside party
A,

food and live music,
made for a fun time
enjoyed by all as local
nonprofit The Gift of
Swimming hosted its
annual poolside social.
Held Friday, March 29,
at SouthWest Aquat-
ics, the social acts as
a fundraiser for The
Gift of Swimming,
which provides swim
instruction for children
who might not other-
wise have access to

it. Attendees enjoyed
catering from Yellow
Dog Eats, live music,
drinks, a raffle and
more.

— DANIELLE HENDRIX

Right: Cheryl Miller, Lisa
Magliaro and Steve Miller

As certified personal trainers, we focus on what you're capable
of achieving to get you real results. We bring creative work-
outs, equipment and accountability to you—any time, day or
night—ykeeping you on track every step of the way. This
summer, you'll be ready.

= #Nlin'Home Per:::nnal'TraininTgJ

190+ LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE!

CALL TODAY s gook your FREE FITNESS ASSESSMENT.

GYMGUYZ ORLANDO WEST

1.855.G6YM.GUYZ

GYMGUYZ.COM

©2019 GYMGUYZ Franchising, LLC. Franchising Opportunities Worldwide

HMEUH =

THE

PARKINSON'S

EDUCATE-ENGAGE-EMPOWER

—— PRESENTED BY —

ad® Neuro Challenge

Foundation for Parkinson’s

SATURDAY
APRIL 13

Bradenton Area

Convention Center
1 Haben Blvd. Palmetto, FL

9AM_3PM

Doors open at 8am
www.eurochallengeorg

FREE EVENT
Registration required.
Online registration is
strongly encouraged at

The Parkinson'’s Expo
will feature presentations
from medical experts
on treatment options, the
latest in research,
managing the non-motor
aspects of the disease,
and more.

www.neurochallenge.org
Call 941-926-6413
for more
information.

This event is presented to the community at no charge
thanks to the following partners:

Exclusive Presenting Sponsor

obbvie

Platinum Sponsor

Observer

You. Your Nei Your Neij

YourObserver.com

Diamond Sponsors

US \W/Grldveds amneal
Gold Sponsors
PSILN
Encompass i 2\
Abbott A
c Care[Patrol Heath - Ssnovion M)
ADAMAS ™ of Sarasota \W&@v“/f

Silver Sponsors

Acadia ¢ Bioclinica e Medtronic ¢ Rough & Ready
Slater-Kassan Charitable Fund of the Manatee Community Foundation
SYNOVUS e Trulieve

300761-1
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Ahome in the Water-

stone community in

Windermere topped all
West Orange-area resi-
dential real-estate trans-
actions from March 22 to
28.

The home at 11916 Wa-
terston Loop Drive, Win-
dermere, sold March 26,
for $1.05 million. Built
in 2011, it has four bed-
rooms, four baths, a pool
and 3,729 square feet of
living area. The price per
square foot is $281.58.

These are the highest -
selling homes in each

community in West

Orange.

Waterstone estate
sells for $1.05 million

DR. PHILLIPS
BAY LAKES AT GRANADA

The home at 8792 Alegre Circle,

Orlando, sold March 28, for
$330,000. Built in 1984, it has
four bedrooms, two baths, a
pool and 2,453 square feet. The
price per square foot is $134.53.

BAYVIEW

The home at 6114 Indian Mead-
ow St., Orlando, sold March 22,
for $625,000. Built in 2001, it
has five bedrooms, three baths,
apool and 2,958 square feet.
The price per square foot is
$211.29.

BELLA NOTTE AT VIZCAYA
The home at 8848 Via Bella
Notte, Orlando, sold March 26,
for $485,000. Built in 2004,

it has three bedrooms, three
baths, a pool and 2,747 square

feet. The price per square foot is
: for $404,000. Built in 1986, it
i has four bedrooms, two-and-
¢ one-half baths and 2,530 square :
. feet. The price per square foot is :
- $150.68.

$176.56.

CLUBHOUSE ESTATES

The home at 7325 Burnway
Drive, Orlando, sold March 28,
for $300,000. Built in 1982, it
has three bedrooms, two baths
and 1,620 square feet. The price
per square foot is $185.19.

CYPRESS POINT

The home at 9102 Great Heron
Circle, Orlando, sold March 25,
for $715,350. Built in 1994, it
has four bedrooms, four baths,
apool and 4,831 square feet.
The price per square foot is
$148.07.

: GRANDE PINES

. The home at 11809 Shelter-

i ing Pine Drive, Orlando, sold

i March 28, for $550,000. Built in
i 2007, it has six bedrooms, four

¢ baths, apool and 4,222 square

. feet. The price per square foot is
- $130.27.

. HIDDEN SPRINGS
: The home at 5609 Cedar Pine

Drive, Orlando, sold March 22,

i The home at 6037 Cedar Pine

¢ Drive, Orlando, sold March 27,

. for $379,000. Built in 1987, it

. has four bedrooms, three baths, :
i apooland 2,411 square feet. The :
i price per square foot is $157.20.

ISLES AT CAY COMMONS

i The condo at 4126 Breakview

i Drive, No. 202, Orlando, sold

i March 22, for $170,000. Built in
© 2007, it has two bedrooms, two

¢ baths and 1,112 square feet. The
© price per square foot is $152.88.

LAKE CANE HILLS

i The home at 5705 Briar Drive,

¢ Orlando, sold March 22, for

- $329,000. Built in 1964, it has

: six bedrooms, four baths, a pool
i and 2,692 square feet. The price
i per square foot is $122.21.

. SAND LAKE HILLS
i The home at 6004 Hardrock
i Circle, Orlando, sold March 22,

for $384,900. Built in 1982, it
has four bedrooms, three baths

¢ and 2,506 square feet. The price
: per square foot is $153.59.

The home at 5677 Marlberry
¢ Drive, Orlando, sold March 24,
¢ for $300,000. Built in 1974, it

has three bedrooms, two baths

- and 1,730 square feet. The price
. per square foot is $173.41.

SANDPOINTE TOWNHOMES

i The townhouse at 7755 High

¢ Pine Road, Orlando, sold March
© 27, for $285,000. Built in 1986,

OrangeObserver.com

fanniehillman.com

This Waterstone home, at 11916 Waterstone Loop Drive, Windermere, sold March 26, for $1.05 million. This
i custom home is surrounded by water on two sides.

i it has three bedrooms, two

i baths and 1,644 square feet.
i The price per square foot is

- $173.36.

. SHADOW BAY SPRINGS

i The home at 5219 Springside

i Court, Orlando, sold March

© 25, for $245,000. Built in 1984,

: it has five bedrooms, three-

i and-one-half baths, a pool and
¢ 2,794 square feet. The price per
© square foot is $87.69.

. STONEWOOD

: MANHORHOMES

The home at 7246 Della Drive,

¢ Orlando, sold March 22, for

© $296,500. Built in 1986, it has

i three bedrooms, two-and-one-
¢ half baths and 2,214 square feet.
¢ The price per square foot is

© $133.92.

. VISTA CAY

: AT HARBOR SQUARE

: The condo at 4804 Cayview

i Ave.,No. 204-12, Orlando, sold
: March 26, for $355,000. Built

i in 2007, it has three bedrooms,

Offices in
Celebration
and

Windermere
Multi-Lingual
Offices

7798 Winter Garden Vineland Road #116
Windermere, FL 34786

Steve Barger Moises Alvarez
NMLS#735842 NMLs#26790s | T1E HOME TEAM

407 346 3093 FREEDOM MORTGAGE

GII s

///»?‘ b \‘\\\\\
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8935 Azalea Sands Ln
Top Floor condo in Champions Gate
3 Bed/2 Bath/1,854 Sq Ft
Offered at $224,000
MLS # S5001897

13255 Early Frost Cir
3 Bed/2 Bath/1,851 Sq Ft
Offered at $285,000
MLS # S5013156

1405 Grove Resort Ave
Beautiful Unit in Luxury Vacation
Home Community
2 Bed/2 Bath/1,265 Sq Ft
Offered at $298,900
MLS # S5011649

1112 Golf Course Pkwy
Single Family Home in Davenport
6 Bed/4 Bath/3,078 Sq Ft
Offered at $337,900
MLS # 05726631

2812 Spinning Silk Ct
Beautiful Home in Kissimmee
4 Bed/3 Bath/2,449 Sq Ft
Offered at $359,000
MLS # 05753248

1124 Watson Ct
Single Family Home in Reunion
4 Bed/4.5 Bath/3,748 Sq Ft
Offered at $595,000
MLS # G4854582

1414 Craftsman Ave W
Stunning Move-in Ready Home
in Celebration
4 Bed/3.5 Bath/3,427 Sq Ft
Offered at $779,000

MLS # S5004422

o
305 Acadia Ln
Magnificent Estate Home
in Celebration
6 Bed/7.5 Bath/8,107 Sq Ft
Offered at $2,950,000
MLS # S5011178

www.Century21BlueSky.com

Toll Free 1-877-YOUR C21

Property Management Line

407-566-9382

301852-1
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SNAPSHOT

Total Sales: 93
High Sale Price: $1.05M
Low Sale Price: $132,000

two baths and 2,097 square
feet. The price per square foot is
$169.209.

VIZCAYA HEIGHTS
The home at 8760 The Espla-

nade, No. 51, Orlando, sold March
i Thehome at 16209 Great Blue

i Heron Court, Winter Garden,

¢ sold March 27, for $950,000. Bullt
¢ in 2015, it has five bedrooms,

. four-and-one-half baths and

i 4,830 square feet. The price per

i square foot is $196.69.

25, for $386,000. Built in 2004, it
has four bedrooms, three-and-
one-half baths and 3,147 square
feet. The price per square foot is
$122.66.

GOTHA

CITRUS OAKS

The home at 9438 Bud Wood
St., Gotha, sold March 22, for
$185,000. Built in 1993, it has
three bedrooms, two baths and
1,290 square feet. The price per
square foot is $143.49.

CITRUS OAKS LANDINGS
CONDOMINIUMS

The condo at 1282 Melontree
Court, Gotha, sold March 25, for

bedrooms, two baths and 1,494
square feet. The price per square
foot is $130.52.

HORIZON WEST

ASHLIN PARK

The home at 11650 Ashlin Park
Blvd., Windermere, sold March
22, for $345,000. Built in 2016,
it has four bedrooms, two-and-
one-half baths and 2,378 square
feet. The price per square foot is
$145.08.

EDENS HAMMOCK

The home at 5451 Gemgold
Court, Windermere, sold March
27, for $360,000. Built in 2006,

D1g

it has four bedrooms, two-and-
i one-half baths and 2,578 square
i feet. The price per square foot is
- $139.64.

HAMLIN RESERVE

i The home at 15775 Shaddock

: Drive, Winter Garden, sold March :
- 27, for $426,920. Built in 2018, it

¢ has four bedrooms, three baths

i and 2,791 square feet. The price

i per square foot is $152.96.

HICKORY HAMMOCK

i The home at 15137 Sunrise Grove
. Court, Winter Garden, sold

i March 22, for $275,000. Built in

i 2017, it has three bedrooms, two-
i and-one-half baths and 2,012

. square feet. The price per square
¢ footis $136.68.

: INDEPENDENCE/

: SIGNATURE LAKES

© The townhouse at 14855 Ever-
$195,000. Built in 2001, it has two
i sold March 25, for $269,000.

¢ Builtin 2016, it has four bed-

¢ rooms, two-and-one-half baths
: and 2,000 square feet. The price
i per square foot is $134.50.

green Oak Loop, Winter Garden,

: LAKE BURDEN SOUTH

i The home at 7617 Lake Albert

. Drive, Windermere, sold March

i 21, for $465,000. Built in 2014, it
has five bedrooms, four baths and
i 3,603 square feet. The price per

- square foot is $126.95.

LAKE SAWYER SOUTH

i The home at 7710 Fairgrove Ave.,
i Windermere, sold March 22,

i for $250,000. Built in 2008, it

: has three bedrooms, two-and-

- one-half baths and 1,644 square
: feet. The price per square foot is
© $152.07.

LAKES OF WINDERMERE
i The home at 13119 Penshurst

i Lane, Windermere, sold March

i 22, for $459,900. Built in 2007, it
i has five bedrooms, four baths, a
. pool and 3,594 square feet. The
¢ price per square foot is $127.96.

. LAKE REAMS TOWNHOMES
. The townhouse at 8690
¢ Brookvale Drive, Windermere,

sold March 21, for $243,500. Built

i in 2012, it has three bedrooms,

i two-and-one-half baths and

© 1,500 square feet. The price per
¢ square foot is $162.33.

: LAKESIDE AT LAKES

 OF WINDERMERE

: The home at 8264 Maritime Flag
i St., No. 210, Windermere, sold

i March 28, for $215,000. Built in

i 2008, it has three bedrooms, two
. baths and 1,442 square feet. The
¢ price per square foot is $149.10.

{ LATHAM PARK

¢ The home at 14078 Alford Drive, :
. Winter Garden, sold March 21, for :
¢ $501,464. Built in 2018, it has five :
. bedrooms, four-and-one-half
i baths and 3,542 square feet. The
. price per square foot is $141.58.

i The home at 8930 Shipbrook

¢ Way, Winter Garden, sold March
- 27, for $374,500. Built in 2018, it

- has three bedrooms, two baths

i and 2,066 square feet. The price

. per square foot is $181.27.

. ORCHARD PARK
i AT STILLWATER '
i Thehome at 4004 Green Orchard
i Ave., Winter Garden, sold March :
i 25, for $474,427. Built in 2019, it
¢ has four bedrooms, three-and-

one-half baths and 3,786 square
i feet. The price per square foot is
- $125.31.

: NEWBURY PARK

i The townhouse at 11745 Fitzger-
- ald Butler Road, Orlando, sold

i March 22, for $230,000. Built in

i 2010, it has four bedrooms, three
¢ baths and 1,544 square feet. The
price per square foot is $148.96.

SANCTUARY AT HAMLIN

¢ The home at 7466 Pomelo Grove
i Drive, Winter Garden, sold March :
i 26, for $494,000. Built in 2019,
- it has four bedrooms, four baths
i and 3,349 square feet. The price
i per square foot is $147.51.

IN WINTER GARDEN
407-654-3037

www.stoneybrookweststorage.com
stoneybrookwestss@cfl.rr.com

IN OCOEE

407-905-7898

www.maguireroadstorage.com
maguireroadstorage@cfl.rr.com

i The home at 7407 Pomelo Grove

i Drive, Winter Garden, sold March
: 28, for $450,000. Built in 2017, it

¢ has four bedrooms, three baths

i and 2,696 square feet. The price

- per square foot is $166.91.

- SUMMERLAKE

i The home at 14579 Bahama Swal-
¢ low Blvd., Winter Garden, sold

i March 22, for $295,000. Built in

© 2010, it has four bedrooms, two

: baths and 1,794 square feet. The

: price per square foot is $164.44.

{ SUMMERPORT

. The home at 4742 Blue Major

i Drive, Windermere, sold March
i 22, for $353,000. Built in 2005,

SEE REAL ESTATE PAGE 14

301764-1

\1r|\ionw

3"d Annual

Easter Sunday Service

Sunday, April 21, 2019 - 7:00 a.m.

In front of Mosaic at Woodlawn Memorial Park

® Easter message with prayers & music
Sermon by Jeff Pritchard of Starke Lake Baptist Church

Continental breakfast will follow service in funeral home lobby

Dignity

<} LIFE WELL CELEBRATED" (>

305307-1

Woodlawn Memorial Park and Funeral Home « 400 Woodlawn Cemetery Road « Gotha, Florida 34734

For additional information, please call 407-293-1361
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it has four bedrooms, two-and-

foot is $134.41.

Joseph Shirer M.D.

Dermatology & Dermatological Surgery - Board Certiied
Exemplary surgica experience - Over 25 years in practice

General Skin
Examinations

Accepting new patients

WATERLEIGH

The home at 16304 Wind View
Lane, Winter Garden, sold March
25, for $444,000. Built in 2016, it
has four bedrooms, three-and-
one-half baths and 2,956 square
feet. The price per square foot is
$150.20.

We Proudly offer:

« Traditional Burial and Cremation Services

o Prearranged Funeral Services

Dignity-

'MEMORIAL.

The home at 16843 Beasley Bay
Alley, Winter Garden, sold March
26, for $338,160. Built in 2018, it
has three bedrooms, two-and-
one-half baths and 2,216 square
feet. The price per square foot is
$152.60.

o ) LIFE WELL CELEBRATED® [

Baldwin Fairchild Funeral Home Winter Garden
428 E. Plant St. Winter Garden, FL 34787 - 407-656-2233 « www.baldwinfairchild.com

73

Experienced cremation
specialists dedicated to
providing the highest
quality of services.

A4

We make it personal.’
Let us show you how.

301917-1

WATERMARK
The home at 14674 Scott Key

25, for $429,990. Built in 2016, it
has five bedrooms, three-and-
one-half baths and 3,420 square
feet. The price per square foot is
$125.73.

WICKHAM PARK

The townhouse at 7482 Benton-
shire Ave., Windermere, sold
March 22, for $249,000. Built in
2007, it has three bedrooms, two-
and-one-half baths and 1,428
square feet. The price per square
foot is $174.37.

The townhouse at 12972 Borland
St., Windermere, sold March
22, for $222,500. Built in 2007, it
has three bedrooms, two-and-
one-half baths and 1,428 square
feet. The price per square foot is
$155.81.

WINDERMERE LANDINGS
The home at 6246 Roseate
Spoonbill Drive, Windermere,
sold March 25, for $496,000.
Built in 2011, it has four bed-
rooms, three-and-one-half
baths, a pool and 3,068 square

\H/

CAREY HAND

COLLISON CAREY HAND

FUNERAL HOME

407.877.6700

1148 E. Plant St.
Winter Garden, Florida
collisoncareyhand.com

301941-1

“Because You Care”
WE ARE FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

“FULL SERVICE FUNERAL PROVIDER WITH ONSITE CREMATORY”
ALL INCLUSIVE DIRECT CREMATION ONLY $795

)i e BURIAL STARTING AT $2295
@EQWPE (407) 695-CARE

(2273) « www.DEGUSIPEFUNERALHOME.COM
FUNERAL HOME

Maitland 9001 N.Orlando Ave. Maitland, FL 32751 | West Orange 1400 Mathew Paris Blvd. Ocoee, FL 34761
& CH EMATORY Sanford 905 Laurel Ave. Sanford, FL 32771 | Joh ston Chapel 65 N. Gallitan Ave Uniontown, PA 15401

Drive, Winter Garden, sold March :
i it has four bedrooms, four baths
. and 3,424 square feet. The price
© per square foot is $144.57.

Topp DEGUSIPE
Director/Owner

feet. The price per square foot is

Specializi one-half baths and 2,694 square : $161.67.
pecializing feet. The price per square footis
inthe Now IocatEd at $131.03. WINDERMERE TRAILS
; : i The home at 8582 Powder Ridge
diagnosis 1 067 S (larke Road P OCOEE FI. 34761 The townhouse at 14415 Bluebird : Trail, Windermere, sold March
& and Park Road, Windermere, sold © 26, for $385,000. Built in 2017, it
i treatment 4 7 2 1 March 22, for $257,000. Builtin ~ : has four bedrooms, three-and-
, of skin cancer - - 2005, it has three bedrooms, two- : one-half baths and 2,454 square
N ) and-one-half baths and 1,012 . feet. The price per square foot is
4 rEL e Office hours M-F by appointment square feet. The price per square - $156.89.

© The home at 8329 Lookout Pointe
i Drive, Windermere, sold March

i 25, for $354,900. It has four bed-

¢ rooms, three-and-one-half baths
© and 2,633 square feet. The price

. per square foot is $134.79.

: WINDERMERE

 BELMERE VILLAGE

. The home at 11713 Bella Milano

i Court, Windermere, sold March
i 22, for $350,000. Built in 2004,

i it has four bedrooms, two-and-

- one-half baths and 2,206 square
: feet. The price per square foot is
© $158.66.

KEENE'S POINTE
i Thehome at 11911 Camden Park
i Drive, Windermere, sold March

22, for $495,000. Built in 20006,

{ RESERVE AT LAKE

{ BUTLER SOUND

: The home at 11044 Hawkshead

i Court, Windermere, sold March

i 27, for $680,000 (short sale).

i Built in 2004, it has four bed-

¢ rooms, four-and-one-half baths,
: apool and 4,257 square feet. The

i price per square foot is $159.74.

- TILDENS GROVE

: The home at 5045 Tildens Grove
: Blvd., Windermere, sold March

i 22, for $850,000. Built in 2003,

i it has six bedrooms, four-and-

: one-half baths, a pool and 4,937
: square feet. The price per square
: footis $172.17.

: TOWN OF WINDERMERE

¢ The home at 820 East Blvd.,

© Windermere, sold March 22, for

: $500,000. Built in 1952, it has one
¢ bedrooms, one-and-one-half

¢ baths and 1,593 square feet. The

¢ price per square foot is $313.87.

COLLEEN GILLIS
Pre-planner

FRANK SCARLATA
Director/Manager

301921-1

CHURCH DIRECTORY

9 years and we are still here
and thriving!
My, how we have grown.

ANGLICAN BAPTIST EPISCOPAL Advertise your Services or Events
y

ANGLICAN COMMUNITY ~ BEULAH BAPTIST CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION ___onthis page weekly,

FELLOWSHIP OF WG Pastor Casey Butner 4950 S. Apopka-Vineland Rd., This page appears weekly in the Windermere

1146 E. Plant Street 671 Beulah Rd, Winter Garden Orlando Observer and online at orangeobserver.com.

'SrHE[/‘i\CF-;\‘ETJ 407(;%:6\-0704 407-656-3342 | BeulahBaptistWG.org  Sun.Serv830am, 10:30am, 5:30pm. To advertise in the Church Directory

unday Service 1 Sunday Bible Study 9:30AM 407-876-3480 call 407-656-2121 or email =

Sunday Service 11:00AM www.ascension-orlando.org AdvertiseNow@orangeobserver.com 2
Wednesday Service 6:00PM

y/A
Thank you West Orange.  * ANNIWERgppy .

od is good!
611 Business Park Blvd. #101

(off Story Rd. across from Orange Technical College)

Administrative Offices
407.905.9500

MatthewsHopeMinistries.org
§ Facebook.com/MatthewsHopeMinistries

XNSP17590
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SPORTS

Dr. Phillips High junior Sydney Kaufman
is co-captain for both the cross-country
and track-and-field teams. Page 16.

>

Sk , -

Betsy McFarland, right, and Geoffrey Miller, left, didn’t let a windy afternoon ruin a day of practice at the OARS boathouse.

Allin the
same boat

At the Orlando Area Rowing Society in
Windermere, local high-school rowers
develop their abilities and build friendships.

TROY HERRING
SPORTS EDITOR

Rowing Society looking to get
out onto the water, it’s not totally
ideal.

t’s 4 p.m., and the weather in
Windermere seems perfect.
The sun above is warm,
and the temperature is sitting
around the mid- to upper-

The winds that were brought in
by a small cold front have made
getting their boats into the water
ano-go, leaving them to work out
with the rowing machines in the

70s with a strong breeze blowing.  OARS facility.

It’sthekind of weather that goes Although they would rather
well with anice walk or picnic, but
for the rowers at the Orlando Area

Meagan Goldsmith got a good workout in with her OARS
SEEPULLING PAGE16 teammates.

Olympia water polo
continues winning ways

The boys and girls teams have made winning a recurring
theme, and that’s not changed at all for the Titans.

TROY HERRING
SPORTS EDITOR

in recent memory under the lead-
ership of head coach Stephanie
Johnson Possell.
There are some programs that Although the regular season
havebeen sodominant yearinand is winding down for Olympia, at
year out that it’s hard to recall a 19-4, the Lady Titans once again
time when they weren’t winning.  have shown that they have what
Troy Herring Among those are the boys and it takes to carve out a big piece of
Kyle Dunlap leaped out of the water as he prepares to fired off a shot at girls water polo teams at Olympia
goal. High, which has owned the pool

ok g TR e
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SEE TITANS PAGE 17

In Dr. Phillips’ domi-
1nating 15-0 win over

Celebration in softball
Monday, April 1, Ailey
Schyck had just about
the best offensive night
that any one player could
have. At the plate, Schyck
went 4-for-4 with two
homers and a double, all
of which brought in seven
runs total, while Schyck
herself accounted for four
runs. The win pushed the
Panthers to 12-2 on the
season.

In Olympia girls
tennis’ 6-1 win over
Boone Friday, March

29, Aubrey Barnes had a
big afternoon as she won
her singles match 8-4 to
help push the Titans to
12-1 on the season. On the
boys side, Juan Bian-

chi won his 57th career
match for the Titans with
an 8-0 victory in No. 1
singles in Olympia’s 5-2
win over Boone. Bianchi’s
win helped continue the
Titans’ undefeated season
(13-0).

Katie Benedict
came up big for the
Windermere softball

team in its 4-3 win over Dr.
Phillips on Friday, March
29, as she hit the game-
winning run in the bottom
of the seventh inning to
give the Wolverines the
huge victory. To add to
the Wolverines’ offense,
both Alyssa Bardsley and
Natalia Velez had multi-hit
games to get the Wolver-
ines their 10th win of the
season (10-2).

In Windermere
Prep’s 6-2 win over
Legacy Charter in

softball Friday, March 29,
Lexi King had an impres-
sive outing in the circle
for the Lakers. Through
six innings pitched, King
racked up 11 strikeouts.
On the offensive side of
the ball, both Mia Williams
and Julie Reeth recorded
a home run.

Noah Sullivan
stepped up when
the Dr. Phillips

baseball team needed him
the most inits 4-3 win
over Boone Friday, March
29. Following a two-run
homer in the sixth inning
by senior Jacob Hartman
to tie the game at 3-3,in
the bottom of the seventh
inning Sullivan knocked

a double into left field to
bring in Will Sullivan for
the game-winnings run.
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SPONSORED BY SHANNON TILL
STATE FARM IN FOWLER GROVES

Sydney Kaufman

A co-captain on the Dr. Phillips girls cross-country and track-and-field
teams, Sydney Kaufman is a distance runner who enjoys battling the
competition — while going at her own pace. Although she refers to
herself as a “mediocre runner,” what she lacks in speed, she makes up
for in motivating her team and helping it get ready for the next meet.

When did you first get into
running?

IT'had running clubs in ele-
mentary school and stuff like
that, but Ijoined the track
team when I got to middle
school. Ijust got into it — it
was something my family did
alot, and alot of my friends
were doing it and honestly,

it was something where I felt
like it was a sport where you
can improve when you go to
practice and you put in the
work.

At what point in your run-
ning career did you first start
getting competitive?
Istruggled alot in middle
school to get the drive to be
better, because the coaching
is very different when you’re
at that level. I think starting at
the end of my freshman year,
Istarted to realize that just
because I'm slow right now
doesn’t mean I have to stay
slow.

What has been the most fun
aspect of running at DP?
How about the most diffi-
cult?

In terms of the most fun, I
would definitely say my team
— we come out here and be
together every day, and the
motivation I get from them
helps me to run. The
most difficult aspect
is the obvious, being
astudent-athlete.
It’s hard to balance.
Itake alot of AP
classes this year and
things like that as a
junior, so the bal-
ance between
things like
that can be
difficult, /()
butin
theendI
know I'm
getting
better
when I'm
out here.

How

do you
balance
your time
between
school
and

run-
ning?
Honestly,
it’sjust a

4  Friends.
i Community.

Shannon Till, Agent

Fowler Groves « 3279 Daniels Road
Winter Garden, FL 34787

Toll Free: 855-742-1591
www.shannontill.com

Hablamos Espaiol

1211007

THE BASICS

SCHOOL: Dr. Phillips
YEAR: Junior

AGE: 17

SPORT: Cross-country/
track

POSITION: Distance

runner

matter of budgeting your time
and knowing when you’re
taking on too much. Running
is considered one of the best
sports in terms of being a stu-
dent, because it teaches you a
lot about managing your time,
understanding where you’re
at and it’s supposed to be good
for your mental health, actu-
ally.

What has been a highlight for
you during your time here?

I think being able to — this
year especially — not only

run faster but be a part of the
motivation for my team. Being
ateam captain this year, I get
to kind of mentor some of the
younger girls.

Were you named co-team
captain this year?

Yes, so we had a lot of seniors
on the team leave last year,
and we (Kaufman and Isabelle

 Nemcik) stepped up for it

— we have no seniors on
the team, so juniors are
the oldest. But both of

us — Isabelle and [ have
been on the team since
freshman year.

Areyou acat or adog
~ person?
~  TI'madog per-
- son.’'mnot
sure if this
was a dream
Or a memory,
butasa
child, I
believe I
was bitten
by acat, so
there’s that.
Thave a dog,
his name is
Kiwi, and he
is annoy-
ing, but you
know, I still
love him.

g™

— TROY
HERRING

We're all in this together.

State Farm® has a long tradition
of being there. That’s one reason
why I'm proud to support West

Orange county..

o StateFarm'

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Get to a better State"

be out on the water, just being
around one another is enough.
“I think everyone can agree
that coming here is like com-
ing to your second family — it’s
basically like a second home,’
said Samantha Clayborn, 17,
who attends Windermere High.
“School, your house and here is
where you spend your most time
— atleast it is for me — but com-
inghereislike being with my sis-
ters and sometimes my broth-
ers, and the coaches are like my
parents. There’s disagreements,
there’s great times, there’s ter-
rible times, but ultimately it’s a
lot of fun, and it’s alot of family””
The concept of family is an
important one for the rowers
at OARS, because for many, it’s
directly related to how they got
into the sport in the first place.
In Clayborn’s case, it was her
sister who first introduced her to
the sport, just as others such as
Geoffrey Miller, 16, and Meagan
Goldsmith, 15, were inspired by
their siblings. So to call it a sport
of family tradition is fitting.
And just like any family with
siblings, there’s always that
competitive push to be better,
which in turn helps build rela-
tionships.
“The coolest part about being
a member of the OARS team,
for sure, has been the relation-
ships that I've built out of it,”
said Samantha Sizelove, 17, a
student at West Orange High.
“It’s definitely a whole different
atmosphere here — everyone is
just all for the same thing; we all
have the same goal. It’s a huge
team (and) everyone motivates
each other, and I think it’s — for
everyone — just like an out-
let that’s different than every-

thing else in our lives and gives
us something that we can push
ourselves to get better at”

Getting better at a sport such
as rowing is way more diffi-
cult than someone who doesn’t
know might realize.

Sure, you'll see the rowing
machinesinthe gymthat people
use, but the routine of prepping
for and rowing a race requires
high degrees of endurance,
physical and mental strength,
coordination and an athlete’s
drive to win.

In the case of Betsy McFar-
land, 15, it’s going to practice six
days a week for two-and-one-
half to four hours per session.
And that’s just practice, which
doesn’t include watching film
on professional rowers or jug-
gling school and life in general.

Allthat hard work and effort is
then put forward to the regattas,
which require their own prepa-
ration.

“Usually the night before a
race, we are still at practice and
putting away boats on the trailer
and getting ready to have every-
thing set for the people who
transfer the boats to the race,’
said McFarland, a student at
Legacy Charter. “Whenever I
get home, though, I like to drink
a lot of water — half a gallon to
a gallon — and then stretch and
eat whatever my mom made,
and then go to sleep really early.

“I always get nervous the
night before the race, so it’s
hard for me to sleep sometimes,
soIwatchrecordings fromreally
good national teams and college
teams,” she said. “Those usually
help a lot, because you have to
find what motivates you”

While McFarland has her
approach, Miller does his own
thing — which includes starting

Troy Herring
With winds blowing too hard to get in their boat, Geoffrey Miller worked out in the OARS boathouse.

Pulling for one another

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

preparation a week before the
regatta. He has the same plan of
drinking alot of water and taking
it easy before a race, but on race
day, his method is unique. While
many stay quiet, he goesinto full
frenzy mode.

“At the starting line, I tend to
beasintimidatingasIcantoward
the other teams,” said Miller,
a student at Olympia High. “I
start stretching by waving my
arms around and trying to look
like a mad man, and the reason
why is it motivates me — truly.

“Sometimes during the races,
I can motivate my other team-
mates by yelling, and it really
helps,” he said. “It's sofun — tobe
honest, that’s my favorite part”’

Each individual rower has
his or her own “thing” that
helps motivate them through
their races and practices, but at
the end of the day, the athletes
always have the same goal —
to enjoy themselves and bring
home the “W”

Whether that winis done with
the arm-waving lunacy of amad
man or with a more controlled
and subtle approach, the rowers
at OARS don’t care. And winning
in rowing requires teamwork
and concentration — something
Goldsmith said was her favorite
aspect about her sport.

“I really like rowing, because
everyone has to connect with
eachother somehow;” said Gold-
smith, who attends West Orange
High. “You’re not focusing on
the outside world — you’re just
focusing inside the boat, and
what it feels like, how to make
it better, how to make it faster
and how to win. Just having a
common goal just really gathers
everyone together to think the
same, and I think that’s really
cool”

sushi.”
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Titans find success

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

the proverbial pie for themselves
asthe district tournament quickly
approaches.

“The girls are having a good
season,” said Johnson Possell,
who’s coached the program since
2009. “I’'m most happy about the
progress our girls have made this
season and the adjustments that
we have made between last season
and this season — we have done a
really good job.”

Like all high-school programs,
the success of this season comes
from the development of players
through the span of a few years.
In the case of the Lady Titans, it
actually started back in 2017.

Following their state champi-
onship in the pool that year, John-
son Possell had six seniors gradu-
ate. Combine that with a lack of
juniors, and Johnson Possell was
in rebuild mode.

But all that hard work then has
paid off now, as the program con-
tinues to grow. It also has helped
that the girls on the team have
bought into what Johnson Possell
is selling.

“They’re a really fun bunch of
girls to coach this year — they
have positive attitudes, theylike to
work, they like tolearn and I really
see them growing every game,”
Johnson Possell said. “Every
game, we get better at something,
and that has happened all season
long?”

Leading the way for the Lady
Titans is a pair of seniors in goalie
Lily Rutledge and utility player
Shoshana Scanlon. While Scanlon
has become a scoring threat for

Johnson Possell’s side, Rutledge
has played impressively between
the posts — especially consider-
ing this is only her second season
of water polo.

“She (Rutledge) has really
stepped up and is doing a great job
for us,” Johnson Possell said.

BOYS LOOK TO REPEAT
Just like the Lady Titans, the boys
water polo team has built a repu-
tation in the pool over the last
several years, which culminated
in 2018 with a state title.

Living up to the hype set forth
by such a successful year is dif-
ficult for a lot of teams, but for
the Titans, there appears to be no
issues.

After graduating seven seniors
from last season’s team — includ-
ing one starter — this year’s team
has raced its way to a 22-1 record
with just two matches remaining.
And if that’s not scary enough,
this year’s team actually might be
better than that 2018 state-title
team, Johnson Possell said.

“We are bigger, faster, stronger
and more skilled than we were last
year,” Johnson Possell said. “The
boys play a very unselfish game,
but we do have a couple of players
who are leading the way.

“Luke Carey is currentlyleading
our team in scoring — he is one of
our twoteam captains — and heisa
really good athlete,’ she said. “We
have Danny Cruz, who’s another
senior this year who is up there
with scores. Alec Johnson, he is
autility player and only a junior”

Throw in Touma Mack and
goalie Ryan Hopegill, and you have
a team that can dominate on both

OBSERVER

Troy Herring

Ali Wagner made a move toward the goal during the Titans’' game against

Winter Park.

sides of the ball.

Moreover, the coachable nature
of the players on her team hasbeen
areal point of pride with the team.

“This is the hardest-work-
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HEADLINES NEWSLETTER
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Your news your way.

for your chance to WIN an
APPLE SERIES 4 WATCH*

TO SIGN UP VISIT ORANGEOBSERVER.COM/EMAIL-SIGNUP

— Daily
Headlines:

A daily dose of
up-to-the-minute news
from Winter Garden,
Windermere, Dr. Phillips,
Horizon West, Winter
Park and Maitland.
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FOR TOMORROW,
FOR TODAY’S NEWS.
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* One entry per person. The contest is open to subscribers of the Observer's eNewsletters. All entries must be received by 5/31/19. Late entries will not
be entered. Participants will be entered into the drawing to win an Apple Series 4 Watch (image pictured above is an illustrated smart watch, actual prize is
an Apple Series 4 Watch up to $400 value, color and style may vary). No cash alternative to the prize is offered. The prize drawing will be independently
supervised. The winner will be selected at random and notified by the Observer by 5/31/19. It is the recipient’s responsibility to obtain any permission
necessary and entrants must be aged 18+. The winner agrees for their name, job title and company to be published on our website, OrangeObserver.
com and on the Observer's social media channels. Employees of the promoter and their inmediate families or anyone professionally connected with the
promotion will be excluded from the prize drawing. The winner is responsible for any tax liability which may arise from receipt of a prize. The promoter is
the Observer whose decision in all matters is final. Promoter does not accept liability for damaged or faulty prizes. The winner's details are available upon
request from rlankton@yourobserver.com. These terms and conditions are available upon request

ing group of boys that I have
ever coached,” Johnson Pos-
sell said. “They are coachable,
they make adjustments when I
ask them to make adjustments
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Stephanie
Johnson

i Possell gave
= her team
some words
of advice
during a
time out.

— they really want to learn the
game. The fun part of coaching
themisthat we are coaching them
at such a high level — there are so
many different things that we can
do with them, because they know
so much more about the game”

Although the Titans still have
two matches it’s the upcoming
district tournament that has cap-
tured Johnson Possell’s attention.

Unlike other sports, in which
both teams that make the title
game go on to the state playoffs,
only the district champion con-
tinues into the postseason.

“QOur primary goal is always one
possession at a time, so we always
set big goals out there, but to get to
those goals the focusis always just
one step at a time, one possession
at a time,” Johnson Possell said.
“We have very competitive games
that we need to play in order to get
where we need to go”
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E THURSDAY, APRIL 4 Sunrise Sunset
I High: 83 o Thursday, April 4 7:14a  7:45p
Low: 65 - Friday, April 5 7:13a  7:46p
: Chance . Saturday, April 6 7:11a  7:46p
w of rain: 10% Sunday, April 7 710a  7:47p
Monday, April 8 7:09a 7:48p
; FRIDAY, APRIL 5 Tuesday, April 9 7:08a 7:48p
High:85 ...~ Wednesday, April10  7:.07a  7:49p
Low: 66
Chance 7
ofrain:100% -'.
SATURDAY, APRIL 5
b Z- sy . April5  April 12 April19  April 26
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Horizon West resident Kendall Tucker submitted this incredible photo. “I took this photo o SUNDAY, APRIL 6 Wednesday, March 27 0.00
of Seidel Road,” Tucker said. “When my daughters noticed the new baby birds, we had to :
stop and snap some photos. I'm calling this photo, ‘Follow the Leader’” . High:86 ..~ Thursday, March 28 0.00
i Low: 67 : Friday, March 29 0.00
The Observer is hosting this weekly contest, and winners will have their photograph featured Chance -
and receive a $20 prize. To enter, email your photo, along with your name, city and a caption, ofrain:40%  .',* SEIVICEY, WG SO QL0
to amyq@orangeobserver.com; put “I Love West Orange” in the subject line. Please include Sunday, March 31 0.00
your mailing address to receive your prize. Monday, April 1 0.00

MARCH TO DATE:
2019 0.21in.

2018 0.75in.

YEAR TO DATE:
2019 4.93in.

2018 342in.

O N L l N E See other winning photos at

eee NOW OPEN ¢ ¢ o

Serving lunch and dinner everyday
Fabulous Sunday Brunch 11AM till 3PM
(Formerly The Big Easy - Now under New Ownership)
7782 Winter Garden Vineland Rd, Windermere FL 34786
(Behind McDonalds) « 407-347-3688

Let us
host your
holiday parties
and other
special events!

301951-1

Edited by David Steinberg

THIS GRID WILL MAKE YOU GRIN by David Alfred Bywaters;

CROSSWORD

7 8 9 10

1

12 |13 |14

15 16 |17 |18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

70

77

86

93 |94 |95

101

107

114 115
118 119

122 123

©2019 Universal Uclick

ACROSS

1 Refrigerator brand

6 Racks up, as debt

12 “That's obvious!" cries
16 Old-fashioned server?
19 Spinning robot part
20 Boston baller

21 Business major’s subj.
22 Jeff Lynne's band,
briefly

23 Invention that would
take you very high?

25 Shovels’ storage spot
27 Of fluid diffusion

28 Not forthcoming

30 Tortoise racer

31 Card game cheater

33 Shakespearean storage
unit?

35 Former ClA foe

38 Region

39 Freshly

41 Least narrow

42 It's worth more than
adollar

44 Representatives

46 Arroz con ___

48 Kurt Cobain’'s marriage
to Courtney Love, e.g.?

51 Preadolescent who

56 Maiden name preceder
57 Ricky Ricardo portrayer
Arnaz

58 Multiheaded beast

59 Traps

61 Mean looks

63 What old sofas do

64 Sports fan's jewelry?
70 Miami winter hrs.

73 Cruel person

74 Most miffed

77" __Witch" (2016 hor-
ror film)

80 Gondola propeller

seemingly runs the house? 81 Sorrowful

55 Was acceptable to

84 Mad bird in a simile

86 Some water and some
salt?

88 Thugs you don't really
need?

90 Chilicon ___

91 Backspace key relative
92 Central facial feature
93 Spanish bullfighter

96 Pirate’s plunder

97 Applaud

100 Sleuth, informally
101 Teatime projectile?
104 Brought back on the
job

107 Flip, as a coin

108 Enclosed securely

110Fillup

114 Thorny flowers' spots
116 Prized possessions of
Descartes and Curie?

118 ___Baba

119 One may wait in a queue

120 Football kick type
121 0r more, in prices

122 Word after snap or snow

123 Security breach IDs
124 Helicopter tops

125 Irritable

DOWN

1 Foam darts, for Nerf guns
2 Dairy farm sounds

3 Tiny thing to split

4 Running with scissors, and

others

5“Chain of Fools" singer
Franklin

6 Scoop filler

7 NW neighbor of Ariz.

8 Ballynacally's Irish county

9 Speech
10 Civil disturbance
11 Quill pen pushers

54 Pester

57 Trait carrier, briefly

60 Fasten with a click

61 Boxed collection

62 Like wintry weather
65 Desert building clay
66 Egypt’s main water
source

67 African fly, when doubled
68 Oldest “Brady Bunch”
boy

69 ___Hall University

70 Flow back

71 Digital ___camera

72 Tropical cocktail half
75“Darn!”

76 Future or perfect

78 It's burned for its smell
79 Supply with weapons
again

81 Most steamy

82 Viking's weapon

83 Netherlands language
85 Fractional time period
(Abbr.)

87 Pants

12 Dissuade 88 Prideful zodiac sign
13 Storrs sch. 89 Savors

14 Noisy night birds 91 Doomed

15 Longtime NBC show, 93 Sandal style
informally 94 “Lawrence of Arabia”
16 Act properly actor Peter

17 Oldsmobiles of old 95 Country with 11 time
18 Squirrel or mouse zones

24.One may be pathological 96— Wayne (rapper

26 Vague dubbed Weezy)

29 Crow's cry 98 Saudi, e.g.

32 Polytheist, perhaps 99 Unusual domestic

34 Dirt animal

35 Frat party casks 102 Inserted, as quarters
36 Sages 103 Observes Ramadan
37 UCLA student 105 Composer Morricone
40 Unknown ordinal 106 Apt name for a steak-
43 Ready for pouring house waitress

45 Summer on the Seine 109 First Bond movie

46 Tough problem 111 Helps

47 Egyptian underworld god 112 Letter-shaped fastener
49 Movie star Richard 113 Catch sight of

50 Paradises 115 Not-so-big shot

51 Foamy beverage
52 Mag. authorities
53 Period

117 Digital storage medium,
briefly

CELEBRITY CIPHER

By Luis Campos
Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from
quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“W.V., ZL'M CZNJ, FPL Z LDZCE YA
MPCMDZCJ VCO SJYSWJ YC
IYWWJIFWVOJM JVLZCU MPMDZ."

—HZXXT AVWWYC
A S|enba | :anjo auQ 8jzznd

“G KZM’F UNNLJF FCL EFUFBE RBZ.
G KZ UNNLJF OGEU, XUEFLWNUWK
ZW UXLWGNUM LAJWLEE."

-EFLJCLM NZSPLWF

7 sjenba § :anj) om| 8jzznd
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HERE’S MY CARD - BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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BMW 3 Series
$179.95
BMW 5 Series
$199.95
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Mercedes C-Class

$179.95

Mercedes E-Class

$199.95

Service includes: Front or Rear Pads, Parts and Labor.

/ y
g(,‘ar Sales //;c,u\

407-877-3841 | 2718 Rew Circle, Ocoee, FL 34761 | www.HighLinelnc.com

Keeping You On the Road

Specializing in BMW, Mercedes and Volvo Service & Sales

$89.95

Includes up to
7 quarts of Full Synthetic Oil.
Tax and recycling fees are extra. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 4/25/19

CLASSIFIEDS

Community Wide - Multiple Homes

GARAGE SALE

Saturday, Apr. 6, 8AM-2PM
The Vineyards - Ocoee-Apopka Rd

303037

GLYNWOOD COMMUNITY Yard Sale - Saturday,
April 13th, 7:30AM - 2PM. Glynwood Community,
off New Stone Crest Blvd, Winter Garden. 4/11gh

YARD SALE -Maguire Road Self Storage, Saturday
April 6th. from 8AM to 2PM, Great Sales, Fun, Gift
Card Drawing, and Refreshments for All. Public
parking in the Publix shopping center across the
street. 2631 Maguire Road Ocoee, Fl. 34761 407-
905-7898 4/1mr

Merchandise Wanted

13178 W. Colonial Dr.
Winter Garden

NOW PURCHASING

SCRAP BATTERIES
407-656-3495

Announcements

IMMACULATE WAY Cleaning Services Leave the
dust to us. Call for free estimates, 10% off first
cleaning. Licensed and Insured. 3/14pm

Health & Medical
CERTIFIED§g

MARIJUANA
DOCTORS

GET YOUR
~ MEDICAL MARIJUANA -
CARD HERE

Fast Easy Certification

Call now for your FREE pre-evaluation by phone
Orlando:
407-755-0012
1801 E. Colonial Dr
Orlando, FL 32803
CMMDR.COM

FREE MARIJUANA DELIVERY

Delivered directly to your home or business

Jowers

.

301985

305159

We provide Medical Marijuana in a variety of You NOW get
forms such as tinctures, pills, pain patches, the dry flower to

vapes, concentrates, buds, vape shatter pills, 1

dry flower & much more! SMQKE’
—t

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 407-656-2121
Or email us at
advertisenow@orangeobserver.com

upPuLLIT

- 881 8. 9th Street » Winter Garden, FL 34787

WE BUY JUNK CARS

www.budgetupullit.com

CRAWFORD TIRE
SERVICE, INC.

110 Taylor St. - Ocoee - (407) 656-4575

MORE THAN JUST
TIRE VALUES

« Bridgestone « Michelin « Toyo « BFG Tires

* ALIGNMENT  BRAKES
* SHOCKS ¢ OIL & LUBE SERVICE
* NEW & USED TIRES
* REPAIR & BALANCING
w. *ROAD SERVICE
P/ * WE INSTALL LIFTS!

MV03215
Mobil 1 Oil

Amsoil Synthetic TEN

301961

@ ‘l,.’/' Mike BaalkeaT
@ A 1143 E. Plant Street
A g/ Winter Garden, FL 34787

DOMESTIC AND IMPORT  [hone 407-877-3933

: i Fax 407-877-3915
CARS AND TRUCKS MTM100@yahoo.com

BatteryTesting Transmission and Tune-Upsand
and Replacement Engine Repair General Repair

In House Towing Available

LI INSURED FL# 051

R & D TRANSMISSIONS AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR, LLC.

Ray Cornell Jr.
Doug Gallinger

Working Owners
www.r-dauto.com

930 Carter Rd #202

Winter Garden, FL 34787
Telephone: (407) 614-3827
rdtransautorepair@cfl.rr.com

301979

HOME SERVICES

ORLANDO PREMIUM SHUTTERS

The best shutters!
The best prices!
With the best warranty!
Custom measured,

designed, manufactured
and installed by

o —
3 B CALLFOR shutter experts.
Y°E§,E§JET'A“T‘,'(',?,M‘ Serving Orlando &
MADE IN THE USA TODAY! Surrounding Areas

407-415-7185 « OrlandoPremiumShutters.com

AUTO SERVICE AUTO SERVICE IRRIGATION
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] — l e AR

AV

w A 11)

| —
PROgreert

GROUND SERVICES LLC

Family owner for over 15 years
From new construction to major repairs,
No job is too big or small for us!

Gutter drainage repair
Sprinkler troubleshooting
New irrigation Install
Landscape Lighting and troubleshooting
Irigation inspection/Monthly maintenance

Ken GREeN « IRRIGATION CONTRACTOR
407.459.3317 « www.PROGREEN GROUNDSERVICES.COM
LICENSE IRRIGATION CONTRACTOR  LIC# 150000422

Keep it green and bright at night

407-877-7008

www:ASprinklerRepairService:com

FREE Estimate

Winter/GardenisWindermerel- 0coee

PEST CONTROL

Yellow Jackets

and Bees

USED FOR DESENSITIZATION SHOTS
AND RESEARCH

1-866-852-9317

- - Complete Equipment "
ment™ =

Calll Nowl

V' Paul - 863.547.7793 Gary - 407.437.3476
7 hdpoolcare@gmail.com
ence. Free Quotations. Fast « Reliable « Honest

Winter Garden’s Premier Roofing Company Since 1978
Serving All of West Orange County -
Fully Licensed and Insured Roof Repairs and Replacement %
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SO n at a il WEST ORAMGE JUMIOR SERVICE LEAGUE PROUDLY PRESENTS:
6 It v [(ENTIJI}KY NERBY

Join Us For Lunch!
Saturday, May 4 2019

5:00pm-10:00pm

$100 per person in advance
$150 per person day of event

Delicious Cuisine, Complimentary Open Bar, Casino Style
(aming, Live DJ Dancing, Exciting Silent Auction, Derby Hat
and Best Dressed Contests, and LIVE showing of the
145th Kentucky Derby!

To Purchase Tickets Visit www.wojsl.com
Or email: wojslcorrespondence(@gmail.com

CELEBRATING
FLAVORS

THE WORLD

&
e

12:00 NOON
APRIL 12TH - AUSTRALIA Join us for an elegant evening at the Preserve!

Hors d'oeuvres . Great Music

420 Roper Road Winter Garden, FL 34787 Opportunity Drawings . Sunset Toast . and More

All proceeds go to support the mission of the Oakland Nature Preserve

TO RSVP CALL

407-853-8479 i R

| tp
1-WEEK PRIOR. LIMITED SPACE A In'lﬁé\rgon | Adu‘lts Only Pliast

> 747 Ma hetp Trail Oakland, FL 34760
Assisted Living Facility Number #13099 & & 1 % [ |
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