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Dozens of Dr. Phillips area residents 
packed the Sand Lake Elementary 
School cafeteria Tuesday, May 15, 
to voice their grievances about a 
proposed development coming to 
Southwest Orlando. 

County officials hosted a com-
munity meeting regarding a future 

land-use map amendment that 
would allow for the development 
of up to 450 single-family dwell-
ing units featuring a mix of hous-
ing types; 350 multi-family dwell-
ing units; 200 senior-living units; 
100,000 square feet of commer-
cial/retail; 50,000 square feet of 
office; a three-acre park; and 93 
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Buoy bashGARDEN CLUB 
RECOGNIZED
Windermere Garden Club 
received two prestigious 
awards from the Florida Fed-
eration of Garden Clubs at its 
May 10 meeting. 

Jackie Rapport earned the 
Outstanding Service Award, 
presented to one garden club 
member in the state. Rap-
port goes above and beyond 
the duties of her office and 
committee chairmanships.

Carolin Warren and co-
chair Vicki Hearst received 
the award for Decoration 
of a Historical Building by a 
Garden Club. Every year, the 
pair organize the Christmas 
decorations at Windermere 
Town Hall. During the holi-
days, the town hosts many 
events.

YOUR TOWN

Strong swimmers are 
invited to the Lake 
Cane Float Parade 
at Lucky’s Lake 
Swim this weekend.

SEE PAGE 4.

RUNWAY TO HOPE
The Spring Fashion Soiree
raised funds for pediatric 
cancer research. PAGE 7.
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Orange County Mayor Teresa 
Jacobs’s entrance and exit 
were met with the same 
thing: a standing ovation and 
roaring applause.

Jacobs delivered her final 
State of the County Address 
Friday, May 18, at the Dr. 
Phillips Center for the Per-
forming Arts.

Those in attendance 
included local leaders from 
several Orange County 
municipalities as well as 

Mayor Jacobs 
delivers final 
State of the 
County address
Jacobs said 149,660 
new jobs were created 
in Orange County since 
she took office in 2011. 

Courtesy photo

Mayor Teresa Jacobs smiled 
and savored the moment as she 
delivered her final State of the 
County address.

The development would include 450 homes, 350 
multi-family units, 200 senior-living units and more.

LEAVING THEIR MARK

Seniors at Olympia and Dr. Phillips celebrate 
the end of their high-school careers . SEE PAGE 13.

SEE JACOBS PAGE 5
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Join us as Matt Hurbanis, MD, discusses minimally 
invasive treatments for hip and knee joint pain including 

new Mako™ robotic-assisted surgery.

 Choose relief 
from Joint Pain.

Matt Hurbanis, MD 

Joint Pain – Management and Treatment Options

        Tuesday, May 29, 2018 | 6:30pm -7:30pm
Orlando Health – Health Central Hospital 

10000 West Colonial Dr., Ocoee,  FL 34761  

To Register, email:
Marketing@HealthCentral.org
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Everything we serve is thoughtfully sourced, earth 
friendly, and tastefully adventurous. We provide 
everything from sandwiches, burgers, flatbreads, 

soups, and salads that are made with love.

New Location Inside Dr. P Phillips YMCA
7000 Dr. P Phillips Blvd, Orlando, FL 32819

407-730-3212 | www.pammiessammies.com |            

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER • CATERING
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FRIDAY, MAY 25
AMR CPR CHALLENGE
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, May 
25, at Winter Garden Heritage 
Foundation’s Heller Hall, 21 
E. Plant St., Winter Garden. 
American Medical Response is 
holding this free, public event 
in partnership with Orlando 
Christian Preparatory, the West 
Orange Chamber of Commerce, 
the West Orange Healthcare 
District and the WGHF. More 
than 28,000 AMR paramed-
ics, EMTs, RNs and other 
professionals work together to 
transport more than 4.8 million 
patients nationwide each year 
in critical, emergency and non-
emergency situations. AMR Or-
lando provides medical trans-
port service for West Orange 
County, including the cities of 
Winter Garden and Ocoee and 
the town of Windermere. (407) 
656-1304.

“POLTER-HEIST”
8 p.m. Friday, May 25; 6 p.m. 
Saturday, May 26; and 2 p.m. 
Sunday May 27, at the Winter 
Garden Masonic Lodge, 230 W. 
Bay St., Winter Garden. Mimi’s 
Community Theater presents a 
comedy family-friendly inter-
active murder-mystery show. 
Tickets are $14 for adults and $8 
for children 10 and younger for 
the May 26 and 27 shows and 
$30 and $14 in advance for the 
May 26 show, which includes a 
dinner of New York strip steaks 
and potatoes. Tickets can be pur-
chased on Facebook at Mimi’s 
Community Theater. Call (407) 
864-5029 to make a reservation.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
ADULT SUMMER READING 
KICK-OFF CELEBRATION
2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, June 2, 
at the Southwest Library, 7255 
Della Drive, Orlando. Join the 
library for an adult summer 
reading kick-off celebration 
with crafts and coloring. Learn 

about Beanstack to win 
badges and prizes this 

summer. Light refresh-
ments will be served. 

Limited supplies. 
Ages 18 and older. 
Registration re-
quired at (407) 
8357-323.

CELEBRATE SUMMER 
WITH FREE DAPS
11 a.m. Saturday, June 2, at the 
Windermere Library, 530 Main 
St. Celebrate the summer read-
ing program with FREE DAPS, a 
local group of freestyle rappers 
and improvisers who use hip-
hop to create a one-of-a-kind 
musical comedy show every 
time they perform. All ages 
invited. (407) 835-7323. 

SECOND CHANCE PROM
7 to 11 p.m. Saturday, June 2, at 
The Breakroom, 13105 W. Colo-
nial Drive, Winter Garden. The 
theme of the 21-and-older party 
is “A Night in Paris.” Guests can 
bring their own libations. Tickets 
are $25 each or $40 per couple 
and includes dinner, dancing 
and a prom photo. For tickets, 
email mindy@callmemktg.com.

MONDAY, JUNE 4
CELEBRATE SUMMER WITH 
FREE DAPS
3 p.m. Monday, June 4, at the 
Southwest Library, 7255 Della 
Drive, Orlando. Celebrate the 
summer reading program with 
FREE DAPS, a local group of 
freestyle rappers and improvis-
ers who use hip-hop to create a 
one-of-a-kind musical comedy 
show every time they perform. 
All ages invited. (407) 835-7323.

THURSDAY, JUNE 7
PLANT CLINIC
3 to 5 p.m. Thursday, June 7, at 
the Winter Garden Library, 805 
E. Plant St. Bring your plants, 
get your soil pH tested and ask 
questions. Master gardener 
volunteers from the UF/IFAS 
Orange County Extension Of-
fice will be available to answer 
gardening questions and to 
assess any plant issues. (407) 
835-7323.
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 9
BOOK CLUB FOR ART LOVERS
Noon Saturday, June 9, at the 
SoBo Art Gallery, 127 S. Boyd 
St., Winter Garden. Hosted by 
the Winter Garden Art As-
sociation, this month’s book 
discussion is “Girl with a Pearl 
Earring,” by Tracy Chevalier. 
Participants will discuss the 
work of Johannes Vermeer and 
explore life during the Dutch 
Baroque period. Tickets are $10 
for WGAA members, $15 for 
others. Call (407) 347-7996 or 
email info@wgart.org. 

KNIT IN PUBLIC DAY
11 a.m. to noon Saturday, June 
9, at the Southwest Library, 
7255 Della Drive, Orlando. 
Meet with other Central Florida 

knitters and have a great time 
knitting and mingling. Be sure 
to bring your work in progress, 
yarn and needles. All levels are 
welcome. (407) 835-7323. 

LITTLE CHEF: A FULL SCOOP
11 a.m. Saturday, June 9, at the 
Windermere Library, 530 Main 
St. Mix and sprinkle fun top-
pings to make a delicious treat 
to keep cool. This is a “Mommy 
or Daddy and Me” event. Ages 3 
to 5. (407) 835-7323.

WINDERMERE ROTARY 
CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT
8 a.m. Saturday, June 9, at the 
MetroWest Golf Club, 2100 S. 
Hiawassee Road, Orlando. All 
proceeds go to the USO and 
other local veterans projects. 
Single-player entry fee is $125; 
foursomes are $450. Informa-
tion and registration at win-
dermererotary.org or (407) 
421-0548.

MONDAY, JUNE 11
CAMP OCLS
3 p.m. Monday, June 11, at 
the Southwest Library, 7255 
Della Drive, Orlando. Enjoy an 
afternoon of outdoor-inspired 
games, interactive stories and 
camp songs. Ages 6 to 12. (407) 

835-7323.
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DANIELLE HENDRIX
BLACK TIE EDITOR

As seniors Pooja Patel and Cyn-
thia Santiago graduate from Dr. 
Phillips High and head to college, 
they won’t be alone.

Not only will they have 
$20,000, a laptop and textbook 
credits in hand, but also they will 
be equipped with confidential 
counseling, financial-aid coach-
ing, work-life solutions and sup-
port staff.

Patel and Santiago are two of 
only 14 students in the state — 
and 500 in the country — to have 
been named Dell Scholars.

Dell Scholars is a “scholarship 
and college-completion program 
that nurtures and empowers stu-
dents on their path to a college 
degree,” according to the program 
website. It began in 2004 under 

the Michael & Susan Dell Foun-
dation with the aim of support-
ing low-income, first-generation 
students on their journey to col-
lege graduation. 

The scholarship recipients  
receive financial assistance as 
well as access to resources and 
mentoring.

According to a 2016 study, Dell 
Scholars are 25% more likely to 
earn their bachelor’s degrees 
within four to six years of high-
school graduation, compared 
with students of similar socio-
economic backgrounds. 

Patel found the program when 
searching for scholarships online, 
and Santiago decided to apply 
when her AVID teacher men-
tioned it to the class.

“It was a long process,” Patel 
said. “It required a lot of short 
responses. It was kind of like a 

get-to-know-you application — 
where you come from, what your 
future plans are and stuff like 
that.”

Santiago said she completed 
the application in pieces — and 
initially considered not even 
applying at all because of a sched-
ule packed with work and school. 
Patel also balances work and 
extracurriculars with her aca-
demics.

The application process may 
have been long, but the reward 
was worth the time. On April 10, 
both students learned they had 
been accepted.

“I have notification alerts on 
my phone so I got an email noti-
fication early in the morning, at 6 
a.m.,” Patel said. “I was half sleepy 
and half awake, and I clicked on 
it, and it was like, ‘Congratula-
tions, you’ve been accepted,’ and 
I started screaming. I woke up my 
mom. … When I found out — the 
moment after and when every-
thing sank in — I cried.”

Santiago learned of her award 
later that morning in class.

It takes a heavy financial bur-
den off their shoulders: Both Patel 
and Santiago will have to pay their 
own ways through college.

“I knew I was going to have to 
get grants or take out loans or just 
pay my way,” Santiago said. “To 
know that that burden is lifted 
off me tremendously makes me 
so appreciative.”

Santiago will attend Valencia 
College for her associate’s degree 

before heading to George Mason 
University in Virginia for her 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
psychology. She hopes to become 
a counselor one day.

Patel is headed to Florida Inter-
national University to major in 
health sciences, after which she 
plans to continue on to medical 
school to become a cardiothoracic 
surgeon.

DP seniors receive Dell scholarship
Dr. Phillips High School seniors Pooja Patel and 
Cynthia Santiago are two of 500 students 
nationwide to receive the Dell Scholars award.

Danielle Hendrix

Cynthia Santiago and Pooja Patel will receive $20,000 in scholarship 
money, a laptop, textbook credits, resources and support as part of the 
Dell Scholars program.

WINDERMERE
The town of Windermere dedicat-
ed its Veterans Memorial in front 
of Town Hall on Veterans Day, and 
now, in time for Memorial Day, it 
has recognized its benefactors 
with a plaque at the memorial. A 
number of donors were on hand 
to witness Bill Criswell pull the 
cord to unveil the bronze marker 
in the center of the memorial on 
Monday, May 21.

“Tonight is a way to honor all 
these people who donated to 
bring this project to fruition,” 
Mayor Gary Bruhn said.

The veterans project was a 
partnership between the town 
of Windermere, Rotary Club of 
Windermere and multiple indi-
vidual contributors.

More than $40,000 was raised. 
Monies in excess of the costs of 
the construction and installation 
of the memorial are being donat-
ed to veterans projects through 
the Rotary Club.
Criswell was instrumental in 
bringing the memorial to Wind-
ermere. 

WINTER GARDEN
The city of Winter Garden’s 
annual Memorial Day Service is 
at 8:30 a.m. Monday, May 28, at 
Veterans Memorial Park, 420 S. 
Park Ave., Winter Garden. Former 
City Commissioner Theo Gra-
ham is the master of ceremonies 
for the 26th year, and Mayor John 

‘We should thank God such men lived’
Communities throughout Orange County will honor those who died in combat with Memorial Day programs.

M
ultiple events are taking 

place this week and next 

to commemorate Memo-

rial Day, a day for remember-

ing the people who died while 

serving in the U.S. Armed 

Forces.
 — AMY QUESINBERRY

Amy Quesinberry

Many of the benefactors pose around the donors plaque at the Windermere Veterans Memorial.

Rees is participating, as well.
The guest speaker is Robert E. 

Cole Jr., a Winter Garden resident 
and retired master sergeant of the 
U.S. Air Force.

Cole joined the military in 1959 
and graduated basic training 
as an automatic tracking radar 
operator. After graduating from 
Advanced Missile Guidance at 
the former Orlando Air Force 
Base, he served several assign-
ments around the United States 
and was stationed in Korea and, 
later, Vietnam.

Cole retired in 1998 and became 
an electronic technician at Martin 
Marietta (now Lockheed Martin).

The program also will include 
patriotic music by Geoff Bash-
ioum, a color guard made up of 
members of the Winter Garden 
police and fire departments, a roll 
call of the war dead and a wreath-
placing ceremony.

WOODLAWN MEMORIAL PARK
The 68th Annual Memorial Day 
Celebration will take place at 10 
a.m. Monday, May 28, in front of 
the mosaic at Woodlawn Memo-
rial Park, 400 Woodlawn Cem-
etery Road, Gotha.

The event will include veteran 
organizations, scouts and the 
tolling of the replica Liberty Bell 
in memory of those who died in 
war. American flags will be avail-
able for guests wanting to deco-
rate a grave for Memorial Day.

The Orlando Concert Band 
will present “A Memorial Day 
Remembrance” concert to honor 
those individuals who gave their 
lives in service to this country. 

ORANGE COUNTY
Residents  are invited to join 
Orange County Mayor Teresa 
Jacobs and the Veterans Advisory 
Council in honoring the members 

who served in the Armed Forces 
in Orange County and ultimately 
sacrificed their lives while serving 
their country. 

The annual Orange County War 
Memorial and Wreath Presenta-
tion commemoration ceremony 
will take place at the Orange 
County Courthouse, 425 N. 
Orange Ave., Orlando, at 10 a.m. 
Monday, May 28. The event is free 
and open to the public.

Mayor Jacobs will deliver 
remarks and present a resolu-
tion during the commemoration 
event. The advisory council will 
then accompany her in a wreath-
laying ceremony, which will be 
followed by the playing of taps to 
commemorate the fallen heroes. 

Allie L. Braswell Jr., civilian aide 
to the Secretary of the Army, will 
be the guest speaker.

 

Robert E. Cole Jr., retired 
U.S. Air Force master 
sergeant, is the speaker in 
Winter Garden.
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Swimmers: Grab your pool floats 
and head down to Lucky’s Lake 
Swim for the Lake Cane Float 
Parade on Saturday, May 26.

Sponsored by the Lake Cane 
Restoration Society, the event 
takes place from 7:45 to 9 a.m. at 
Lucky’s Lake Swim, 6645 Lake 
Cane Drive, Orlando. The event is 
free, but donations will be accept-
ed to benefit the Lake Cane Resto-
ration Society.

Attendees will be treated to 
breakfast and have a chance to win 
a variety of prizes. Parade partici-
pants must take their own floats 
and life jackets. Additionally, par-
ticipation in the parade is only rec-
ommended to strong swimmers 
who can swim 1,000 meters.

The parade is held to raise 
awareness of how residents can 
protect the water quality of Lake 
Cane and to raise money for the 
Lake Cane Restoration Society. 
The event also honors the 29th 
anniversary of Lucky’s Lake Swim.

“The preservation of the lake 
is essential not just for current 
swimmers but for maintaining 
property values,” Lake Cane Res-
toration Society Executive Direc-
tor Jay Madigan said in a prepared 
statement. “Everyone wants to live 
near a healthy lake. No one wants 
algae bloom in their backyard.”

Dr. Lucky Meisenheimer, of 
Lucky’s Lake Swim, said the Float 
Parade is a fun way to help raise 
money to preserve Lake Cane.

“Last year was the first time 
we did it,” Meisenheimer said. “It 
was a big success. It raised a lot of 
donations for the (Lake Cane) Res-
toration Society, and everybody 
had a good time. We have a little 
breakfast for everybody. And you 

don’t have to (swim). People are 
welcome to just come and bring 
their kids and look at the floats and 
all that stuff. It’s just a fun thing to 
do.”

Meisenheimer said floats of all 
shapes and sizes are welcome and 
encourages decorating them.

“There’s all kinds of weird floats 
out there,” Meisenheimer said. 
“You can bring your own float and 
you can design your own float. … 
As long as it’s not going to be bad 
for the lake.”

A queen will be crowned for 
the first time at this year’s float 
parade. Additionally, swimmers 
will be allowed to tow people on 
the floats for the first time this 
year as long as the float rider wears 
a life jacket, Meisenheimer said.

“We’ll be selecting a Lucky’s 
Lake Swim Pool Toy Float Parade 
Queen this year,” Meisenheimer 
said. “Last year, we didn’t let any-
body pull anybody (on the floats) 
because it was the first time we 
did it. I wasn’t sure of the logis-
tics. This year … I feel comfort-
able (doing it) as long as the kids 
or spouses (riding the float) have 
life vests on.”

Meisenheimer said the parade is 

one of many events that have spun 
off from his usual lake swim held 
six days a week. He added he 
enjoys opening up his home to 
other swimmers in the commu-
nity.

“This is probably the most vis-
ited home in Orange County,” 
Meisenheimer said. “It’s all good 
for the community, and we enjoy 
doing it. Everybody has a good 
time. I’ve always said, if the world 
was like this lake swim — because 
nobody here cares whether you’re 
rich, whether you’re poor, they 
don’t care what the color of your 
skin is, they don’t care what your 
religion is — all you have to do is 
just come out and enjoy swimming 
and everybody gets along here. 
Wouldn’t it be great if the whole 
world was that way? That’s what 
makes this place neat.”

IF YOU GO 
LAKE CANE FLOAT PARADE
WHEN: 7:45 to 9 a.m. 
Saturday, May 26
WHERE: Lucky’s Lake Swim, 
6645 Lake Cane Drive, Or-
lando
COST: Free, but donations 
will be accepted for the Lake 
Cane Restoration Society.

acres set aside for conservation. 
The 215.67-acre project, known 

as Kerina Parkside Planned Devel-
opment, is located east and west 
of South Apopka-Vineland Road, 
south of Buena Vista Woods Bou-
levard and north of Lake Street.

The applicant, Miranda Fitzger-
ald, of Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster 
Kantor & Reed, P.A., is request-
ing to change the future land-use 
map designation of the prop-
erty from low density residential, 
low-medium density residential, 
and rural/agricultural to Planned 
Development-Commercial/
Office/Medium Density Resi-
dential/Low Density Residential/
Senior Living/Conservation (PD-
C/O/MDR/LDR/Senior Living/
CONS).

Fitzgerald said Kerina Inc. has 
owned the property for about 30 
years. She added the property has 
been designated as urban since 
1991 and said the owner has been 
trying to develop it since the early 
2000s.

“When we started this process … 
we were trying to get a community 
retail center included in this prop-
erty in 2005,” Fitzgerald said. “We 
knew we were going to do a PD — a 
planned development — and that’s 
what this has been all these years.”

Many area residents raised con-

cerns over density and traffic that 
would be generated by the pro-
posed development. 

Roy Messinger is part of the 
Southern Dr. Phillips Homeowners 
Coalition. He said he is opposed to 
the request and added the coalition 
has been involved with the appli-
cant regarding the development of 
the property for about 20 years.

“What they’re asking to do real-
ly violates everything that we had 
negotiated 12 years ago, and it also 
violates the land-use maps of the 
Buena Vista North Ordinance,” 
Messinger said. “What they want 
to introduce is huge density, which 
is unlike any density in a residen-
tial part of Dr. Phillips. … That’s 
inappropriate for this location.”

Not every resident who came 
to the meeting was against the 
request. 

Khalid Ahmed said he supports 
the owner’s rights to develop the 
property. Although the request 
includes plans for a park and con-
servation area, he suggested devel-
oping something eco-friendly 
with more green spaces within the 
residential areas.

“We should develop it ... in 
such a way that it is eco-friendly,” 
Ahmed said. “I disagree with a lot 
of people here. I think this (devel-
opment) is going to come. This is 
going to happen. The retail and 
commercial is going to come in 

that area, because it’s the demand 
of the area. That’s why Sand Lake 
(Road) is so busy —  because you 
can’t go anywhere else.”

Although the amendment is 
being requested, the subject prop-
erty still could be developed if the 
request is denied. Current entitle-
ments pertaining to the property 
allows for the development of up 
to 575 townhome units, 305 con-
dominium units, a three-acre park 
and 93 acres set aside for conser-
vation.

“In 2010, Orange County 
changed its Comprehensive Plan, 
and now the policies in the Com-
prehensive Plan are focused very 
heavily on how we create mixed-
use communities,” Fitzgerald 
said. “That’s what we’re trying 
to accomplish. We’re trying to 
accomplish some community, 
neighborhood-type commer-
cial (development). … Our idea is 
to (do) a mix of uses. Not a strip 
(shopping) center.”

Concerns over the amount of 
students that could be gener-
ated by the development also 
were raised. Current entitlements 
would allow for the generation of 
an estimated 557 students. If the 
applicant’s request is approved, 
the development would generate 
an estimated 559 students, accord-
ing to Julie Salvo, senior adminis-
trator of facilities and planning for 

Orange County Public Schools.
“It’s a difference of two stu-

dents,” Salvo said. “For us, the 
impact (of students) is not signifi-
cant for planning purposes.”

Regarding the traffic, Fitzger-
ald said part of the development 
plans include the construction of a 
new road that would extend Daryl 
Carter Parkway and connect to 
Apopka-Vineland Road.

“One of the things (with) this 
development — in 2005 — when we 
came through the process we were 
required to pay for — essentially — 
dedicated right of way, to pay for all 
the design, all the engineering, for 
the new road,” Fitzgerald said. 

Although many of the residents 
were against the development, 
District 1 County Commissioner 
Betsy VanderLey reminded them 
the applicant still could develop 
the property if the request is not 
approved.

“If this (request) does not trans-
mit, they have current entitle-
ments that they can move for-
ward with without coming back in 
front of you for a public meeting,” 
VanderLey said. “I don’t want to 
have you all thinking that if this 
gets a down vote somewhere along 
the way that you’re golden and that 
stays raw land, because that’s not 
reality.”

Freestyle floats
“If the world was like this 
lake swim — because 
nobody here cares whether 
you’re rich, whether you’re 
poor, they don’t care what 
the color of your skin is, they 
don’t care what your reli-
gion is — all you have to do 
is just come out and enjoy 
swimming and everybody 
gets along here. Wouldn’t it 
be great if the whole world 
was that way?”

— Dr. Lucky Meisenheimer

Courtesy photos

Kerina Parkside planned for DP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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individuals representing the 
hospitality and tourism indus-
tries. Attendees joined Jacobs as 
she discussed the healthy state of 
the county and the triumphs and 
challenges she faced throughout 
her years of service as mayor.

“I am proud to announce that 
the state of Orange County is — in 
fact — very strong,” Jacobs said. 
“I took office during the heels 
of the great depression during 
which we lost approximately 
$150 million in annual revenue. 
… Thanks to years of dedicated 
efforts, today our bond and credit 
ratings are routinely rated Triple 
A. That says to the whole world 
that we’re exemplary (stewards) 
of your tax dollars.” 

Jacobs said 149,660 new jobs 
were created in Orange County 
since she took office in 2011. She 
added unemployment fell from 
10.7% to 3.2% between January 
2011 and March 2018.

“Today, we are busting at the 
seams,” she said. “Our tourism 
and hospitality sectors are stron-
ger than ever, generating $70 bil-
lion of economic impact annu-
ally, and supporting one in three 
jobs and welcoming more than 72 
million visitors just last year.”  

The housing market experi-
enced explosive growth, as well.

“We worked tirelessly to nur-
ture an environment that sup-
ports innovation and creativity 
not only in how we operate as 
a government but (also) in the 
communities that we’re creat-
ing in the future,” Jacobs said. 
“Perhaps nowhere is this more 
evident than in communities like 

Horizon West.”
In addition to discussing the 

economic growth of the county, 
Jacobs said the county should 
focus on improving credit and 
managing funds wisely.

“Although we are obviously 
experiencing an era of economic 
prosperity — including job and 
wage growth — to me, it’s criti-
cal that we view our economy 
holistically,” she said. “Knowing 
that economies do experience 
volatility, it is important that we 
focus so intently on boosting our 
fiscal management practices and 
improving our credit worthi-
ness.”

In terms of challenges, Jacobs 
recalled the Pulse shooting and 
the deaths of law-enforcement 
officers from surrounding 
municipalities, including Win-
dermere Police Officer Robert 
German. Moments of silence 
were held during the address to 
remember those who died.

“Our hearts were broken when 
Windermere Police Officer Rob-
bie German was senselessly 
gunned down by two suicidal 
teens,” she said.

Jacobs ended the address with 
a reflection of her mayoral career.

“In reflecting on this amaz-
ing era of recovery, discovery 
and transformation; an era of 
tragedy and triumph, of unity 
and resilience, I believe we have 
become the best place to live, 
work and raise a family,” Jacobs 
said. “Working with each of you 
... has truly been the honor and 
privilege of a lifetime.”

27
52
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Jacobs’ address
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Presents

Saturday, November 10, 2018 
6:00 - 9:00 PM 

At the Pines at Windermere

Creative Outdoor 
Dining to Benefit 
Matthew’s Hope

The most creative table
will win the coveted

Best Dressed Table Trophy. 

10% off table reservations and partner-
ships reserved before July 1st.

50% non-refundable deposit required.

MC for the evening
Scott Maxwell

Entertainment for the evening
Dueling Pianos

For more information and/or to reserve your table visit:
www.matthewshopeministries.org/Annual-Garden-Party

www.facebook.com/matthewshopeministries
or call 407-905-9500
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28 W Plant Street – Historic Winter Garden 
Trivia - Tuesday at 7pm 

Live Music - Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7pm 
Friday and Saturdays at 8pm 

Sundays at 12:30pm 
 

www.theatticdoorlive.com 
 
 
 

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

Retirement: Ready or
not. Ready is better.

Bruce Young, CFP®, CRPC®
Financial Advisor
.

17301 Pagonia Road Ste 100
Clermont, FL 34711
407-654-4915
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC Jo Barsh
Bruce Young
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Trane Comfort Specialists. Quality Work & Customer 
Satisfaction is our #1 Priority
Call us and catch a great deal!

407-470-7014

Get hooked on 
great Service!

www.DuncansACOrlando.com

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE

1319 Green Forest Ct, Suite 412
Winter Garden, FL 34787 You.

Your Neighbors.
Your Neighborhood.

321 E. WASHINGTON ST  •  CLERMONT, FL   34715

info@importsprofessionalauto.com

www.ImportsProfessionalAuto.com

352.432.3934

Your Local European Auto Repair Specialist.
We are experts in every aspect of auto repair for imported 

Asian and European vehicles. Our technicians possess extensive
      knowledge of a wide range of specialties and always place 
           customer satisfaction as a top priority on every job.

27
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BMW
Independent 

Repair 
Facility

DANIELLE HENDRIX
BLACK TIE EDITOR

Much to nearby foodies’ delight, 
Winter Park-based restaurant 
Bosphorous is the newest tenant 
slated for the Hamlin community.

Bosphorous Turkish Cuisine — 
co-owned by husband-and-wife 
pair Doved and Tammy Sexter, 
as well as Chris Southern — has 
signed a lease for a 3,000-square-
foot restaurant space off New 
Independence Parkway and 
Hamlin Groves Trail. This will be 
the fourth location for the from-
scratch kitchen chain, which also 
has locations in Winter Park, Dr. 
Phillips and Lake Nona.

“We have actually looked at 
the (Hamlin) location years ago 
when deciding on our Lake Nona 
site looking to expand,” Doved 
Sexter said. “At that point, we 
didn’t really see the huge growth 
potential that’s developed out 
there and we ended up ultimately 
going with Lake Nona. When we 
were about nine months into Lake 
Nona, we started looking for a 
fourth location and kind of com-
pared Oviedo to West Orange. … 
We saw a big opportunity to sup-
plement our Dr. Phillips location 
out that direction.

“(Boyd Development) really 
seems to have a great handle on 
what that part of town really 
needs,” he said. “They’re just 
putting together a dynamic mix of 

restaurants and moving very fast, 
which is exciting for us. We want 
the competition, we want other 
people around us because it pulls 
people in the area.”

Plans are being finalized, and 
the Sexters expect them to be 
in the permitting phase within 
the next few weeks. The current 
timeline has Bosphorous’ Hamlin 
location set to open in the fourth 
quarter of 2018, and the restau-
rant will have about 50 employ-
ees. Bosphorous also has plans to 
expand to Lake Mary and Oviedo.

Sexter describes Bosphorous 
as a polished-casual restaurant, 
which also has a full bar with 
cocktails and happy hour daily 
from 4 to 7 p.m. The restaurant 
is known for its authentic Turk-
ish food, including lavas (hollow 
bread), hummus, falafel, chicken 
sis kebaps and lamb shanks.

“We decorate with handmade 
Turkish lamps, and we have silk 
carpets and handmade copper 
tables, so you get a lot of that 
kind of initial, ‘Wow, this is really 
nice,’” Doved Sexter said. “Our 
staff is really trained to give peo-
ple a tour as if they’re a tour guide, 
quite honestly. We want people to 
feel like they’ve literally dined in 
Turkey, but yet they’re in Central 
Florida.”

Bosphorous Turkish 
Cuisine to delight Hamlin
The Turkish restaurant is slated to open the doors 
to its fourth location toward the end of the year.

BOSPHOROUS 
TURKISH CUISINE
For locations, menus and more 
information, visit bosphorous-
restaurant.com.
HOURS: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sun-
days to Thursdays; 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays
EMAIL: info@BosphorousRes-
taurant.com
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/
BosphorousWinterPark
INSTAGRAM: @bosphorous

Courtesy photo
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ALSO INSIDE: 
Franklin’s Friends’ Unleashed. Uncorked. Unframed. 8.

A. Jones Family Foundation’s Princess Ball 2018. 8.

Hope 

 springs eternal
The Runway To Hope 

nonprofit pulled 
out all the stops for 

its eighth annual Spring 
Fashion Soiree on Saturday, 
May 19. 

Held at the Rosen Shingle 
Creek, the star-studded 
event had more than 2,000 
guests raising money for 
pediatric cancer research 
and prevention through 
a silent and live auction. 
More than 150 children 
whose cancer was in remis-
sion also attended the 
lavish function and were 
celebrated at the fashion 
show. 

CNN anchor Lisa Ling, 
E! Entertainment’s Melissa 
Rivers and Joey Fatone 
were the celebrity high-
lights for the night. 

— HARRY SAYER

Eddie and Jessie Bosquez brought Ezekiel, 10, to 
the show. 

Janelle Barfield and Kattya 
Antenor kept it classy.

Right: Abraham Nalbonado 
and Raymond Nalbonado 
were all smiles. 

Ethan Goldberg, 15, got drinks with Avery 
Goldberg. 

Riesa and Valentine Pascal met up with Juan Beltran and Liz Mejia.

Tony Milam Jr., 12, and his dad, Tony 
Milam, looked classy.
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SUNDAYS FROM 5PM - 8PM 
Join us for live community-driven jazz interplay, 

inspired by the 194o's and so's, hosted by master 
pianists Chris Rottmayer & Per Danielsson. 

AND sign up before 5:30 for your chance 
to jam ;n the ses,;on! 

146 w. PIANT ST. IN HISTORIC II lf 11,J!,r � DOWNTOWN WINTER GARDEN 27
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   1801 E. Colonial Dr., Suite 112
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A. Jones Family Foundation’s
Princess Ball 2018

Tiaras, ball gowns, 
glitter and prin-
cesses filled the 

ballroom at the Hyatt 
Regency Orlando Sat-
urday, May 5, as dads 
and daughters enjoyed 
the sixth annual Prin-
cess Ball. 

Presented by the A. 
Jones Family Founda-
tion, the ball this year 
benefited the Bridges 
of Light Foundation and 
Florida Hospital. 

Dads and daughters 
became royalty for the 
night and were treated 
to fun activities like 
horse-and-carriage 
rides, photo-booth 
pictures, autographs 
from princesses, face-
painting, dancing and 
more.

— DANIELLE HENDRIX

More than 200 
pet-lovers 
turned out to 

the Orlando Science 
Center for the fifth 
annual Unleashed. 
Uncorked. Unframed. 
fundraiser Saturday, 
May 19. 

Held by the Franklin’s 
Friends nonprofit, the 
event raised money for 
local animal organiza-
tions through a silent 
auction, a private art 
sale and more. 

— HARRY SAYER

Franklin’s Friends’ 
Unleashed. Uncorked. Unframed.

David Gryboski and Jasmine Ed-
wards had a great time together.

Chin and Brandy Kim were ready for 
a fun evening.

Tony and Nicole Capitano dressed elegantly.

Franklin’s Friends Vice President Anthony Douglas stopped for a photo with 
Chloe and Mike Magaldino.

Kennedy Graf, Matt Birnie, Tom McGaffic, Emily McGaffic, Hayden Schneider and Jonah 
Schneider had a blast in the photo booth.

Tyler Chapman and daughter Devlyn were ready 
to go for a horse-drawn carriage ride.

Right: Belle, from “Beau-
ty and the Beast,” was all 
ears as she chatted with 
her fans.
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A tribute to Pops most legendary performers, Michael Jackson, Elvis Presley, The Blues Brothers 
and The Beatles. Just Us Orlando Productions presents Cirque e Musica – “Legends” featuring 

performers from Disney, Universal, Sea World and Broadway to keep you entertained with 
their great Vocals, Dance, and Acrobatic performances accompanied by the “Award Winning” 

Solid State Band. The second half of our show is a live tribute to The Beatles performed by one 
of the most amazing Beatles tribute bands in the business, The Jukebox, from Puerto Rico. This 

band has thrilled audiences all over the world with their note-perfect renditions of Beatles’ 
songs. Now See Them Live!  Cirque e Musica – Legends is an amazing one of a kind show that 

will keep your feet tapping and your mind reminiscing.

Our low price includes:
• Delicious Buffet
• 90 Minute Show
• Dancing After Show
• Cast Meet & Greet
• Unlimited Soft Drinks
• Coffee Station
• 1st Beer, Wine or Cocktail

Our Delicious Menu:
• Garden Salad
• Prime Rib with Au Jus
• Herbed Baked Chicken
• Eggplant Parmesan
• Seasoned Vegetables, 

Herbed Rice
• Macaroni & Cheese
• Bread & Butter, Dessert

FRIDAY, JUNE 8TH

BUFFET 6:00
SHOWTIME 7:30

SUNDAY, JUNE 10TH

BUFFET 12:30
SHOWTIME 2:00

SUNDAY, JUNE 10TH

BUFFET 5:30
 SHOWTIME 7:00

• • • SHOW DATES, TIMES & PRICES • • •

Get your tickets on line at www.ShowcaseWG.com
Showcase Winter Garden, 12100 W Colonial Drive, Winter Garden, FL

For more information all 407-347-9914
or email showcaseWG@gmail.com
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Advance Online Tickets 
Single Ticket $49.95 + tax 

Groups of 8 or more and children 
under 12 yrs $44.95 + tax 

Use discount code: Observer for an
additional online discount of $3.  

At the door 
Single ticket $52.00 + tax 

Groups of 8 or more and children
under 12 yrs $47.00 + tax

MVA

PROGRAMS
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ERIC GUTIERREZ
STAFF WRITER

Windermere residents have a new 
spot for noodles after Hawkers 
Asian Street Fare opened its new-
est location on April 23 at The 
Grove at 9100 Conroy Winder-
mere Road, suite 110.

Hawkers specializes in South-
east Asian street food. The menu 
offers a wide variety of cuisine 
from wontons and pad thai to dim 
sum and ramen. Sharing is encour-
aged as part of the dining experi-
ence at Hawkers, said co-owner 
and co-founder Kaleb Harrell.

“Hawkers Asian Street Fare 
is an energetic, memorable, and 
authentic Southeast Asian expe-
rience,” Harrell said. “The menu 
is packed with flavorful dim sum 
and small plates, ideal for sharing 
with table-mates. This chopstick-
friendly, ‘sharing-encouraged’ 
format provides a fun way to sam-
ple an assortment of flavors from 
countries all over Southeast Asia.”

Each dish at Hawkers is hand-
crafted, made from scratch and 
served the moment it’s prepared 
to ensure that the guest enjoys the 
dish at the peak of freshness. The 
restaurant’s menu changes twice a 
year with the seasons.

Harrell said he and the three 

other founders — Allen Lo, Wayne 
Yung and Kin Ho — traveled the 
world to curate the menu. The 
menu features popular street 
foods from Korea, China, Malay-
sia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 
and Japan. The name of the res-
taurant is inspired by street-food 
vendors — known as hawkers — 
found all throughout Asia.

“It all started with a craving,” 
Harrell said. “(We) all longed for 
the unapologetic flavors of true 

Asian food — dumplings with 
bounce, spicy curries and crisp 
pork belly. (Our) intense passion 
for community and food made way 
for the creation of Hawkers.”  

Hawkers in Windermere is the 
restaurant’s fifth location. The 
original opened in 2011 in Orlan-
do’s Mills 50 District. Hawkers 
also is located in Jacksonville, 
Neptune Beach and St. Petersburg. 
Additional locations are slated to 
open in Delray Beach and Atlanta.

“We’re honored to join and 
support the thriving Windermere 
community,” Harrell said. “Each 
of our locations are a tribute to 
the communities (they’re in) — 
they each have their own person-
ality. From the neon and newsprint 
table tops, to the chopsticks and 
open scratch kitchen — you’ll feel 
transported to the streets of Asia.”

IF YOU GO
HAWKERS ASIAN 
STREET FARE
9100 Conroy Windermere 
Road, Suite 110, Windermere
PHONE: (407) 583-6334
WEBSITE: eathawkers.com
HOURS: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sundays through Tuesdays; 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Thursdays; and 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays

Hawkers brings Asian 
street fare to Windermere

Hawkers Asian Street 
Fare opened its new 
location April 23.

THREE TO TRY

Roti Canai — Malaysian 
flat bread served with a 
side of Hawkers’ signa-
ture curry sauce

Pad Thai — Rice noo-
dles, shrimp, chicken, 
eggs, bean sprouts, 
carrots, spring onions, 
red chili pepper, roasted 
peanuts and lime

Po Po Lo’s Curry — a 
signature recipe shared 
by co-founder Allen Lo’s 
family for generations, 
served with rice and a 
choice of chicken, beef, 
shrimp or tofu

Nutmeg Imageworks

The interior of Hawkers Asian Street Fare features newsprint on the 
tables and an open kitchen.
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Horst Schulze
Founder, Ritz-Carlton Hotels

“ is greatly driven by beinghappiness
connected to creatingexcellence.

Horst Schulze is so right. We see that every day at the Observer Media Group — happy colleagues who are striving to create excellence.

Don’t believe the fake news you hear about newspapers. Our family-owned company — 13 newspapers, eight websites, three 

community lifestyle magazines and multiple social media channels around Florida — is growing. 

And we’re looking for more happy, optimistic people at all of our newspapers to help our customers grow their businesses.

If you understand marketing and sales; if you thrive in an innovative and entrepreneurial environment; if you are looking for a 

rewarding opportunity — financially, professionally and personally; and if you want to be around happy people dedicated to creating 

excellence, we have the place for you on our multimedia advertising team.

Send your resume today!
Send it to createexcellence@yourobserver.com

Emily Walsh
Publisher, Observer Media Group
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MEMORIAL DAY IS ONLY ONCE A YEAR

but our gratitude is endless.

WOODLAWN MEMORIAL PARK CEREMONY

Memorial Day Is Only Once A Year
but our gratitude is endless

Veteran organizations, 
Scouts, rifle volley, 

Taps, the tolling of the 
replica Liberty Bell in 
memory of the dead 

of all wars, and a 
possible fly-over.

American Flags 
will be available for 

Memorial Day Grave 
Decoration.  

  
Info: 407-293-1361

Monday, May 28, 2018
10 a.m.
in front of the

Mosaic at Woodlawn Memorial Park
400 Woodlawn Cemetery Rd., Gotha, 34734 

(southwest Orange County.) 

68th Annual Memorial Day Celebration
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MEMORIAL DAY

HAPPY

FROM THE

Observer Media Group
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11920 W Colonial Dr, Ocoee FL 34761
407-406-6778 • www.theflooringspot.com

Save 10% off of your purchase of select flooring products to a maximum discount of $500. Applies to flooring materials only.
 Offer ends 5/31/18. Offer cannot be combined with other discounts or promotional offer & are not valid on previous purchases.
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Up To $500 Off
Memorial Day 

SALE!

Come check
out our NEWWaterproof FlooringStarting at $4.79/sq ft installed!

• Hardwood 
• Tile 
• Laminate 
• Luxury Vinyl 
• Carpet

Hypoallergenic
Carpet

Starting at $3.09/sq ft 
installed!

Open Monday, Memorial 
Day 9:30AM to 6:00PM
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Advertise your Services or Events

on this page weekly.
This page appears weekly in the Windermere 
Observer and online at orangeobserver.com.

To advertise in the Church Directory
call 407-656-2121 or email

AdvertiseNow@orangeobserver.com 27
58
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EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
4950 S. Apopka-Vineland Rd., Orlando 
Sun.Serv 8:30am, 10:30am, 5:30pm. 
407-876-3480  
www.ascension-orlando.org

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
HAVEN OF GRACE BIBLE 
CHURCH
13520 Foxcrest Blvd.
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Services 9:30 and 10:30AM
407-952-0510

    

Interested in a Montessori
Education, with a Christian
Worldview, for your
preschool child?
Learn more now by emailing Preschool Director Ginger Allen at
ginger@MatthewsHopeMinistries.org

407.905.9500
740 9th St., Winter Garden, FL 34787           

MatthewsHopeMinistries.org
www.facebook.com/MatthewsHopeFirmFoundation/

Please come out and meet our staff and 
take a tour of the facility.

PRE-SCHOOL AGES 3-6

NOW
ENROLLING!

XN
SP
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BAPTIST
HORIZON WEST 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
6121 Avalon Rd., Winter Garden 
Sunday 11:00 AM 
Contemporary Service 
Bilingual: Spanish and English 
www.horizonwestcc.com
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• Exemplary surgical experience 
• Over 25 years in practice
• Accepting new patients 
• You will always be seen by Dr. Shirer, himself

www.westorangehabitat.org 27
40
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APRIL SHOWERS
BRING MAY
FLOWERS

Shop at the ReStore
Save $5.00 

On your purchase of $20 or more
during May when you bring in

or mention this ad.

West Orange Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
13369 West Colonial Drive

(between 9th and Dillard Street, behind Taco Bell in Winter Garden)

Hours:  Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm
Saturday, 8 am to 4 pm. Closed Sunday

Donation Hotline: (407)905-0406

• Wills/Advance Directives
• Estates
• Corporation/LLC
• Commercial transactions
• Landlord/Tenant
• Real estate: Contracts,
   Closings, Short Sales,
   Deed in Lieu
• And other matters

Attorney At Law • 407-656-5521
425 S. Dillard St. • Winter Garden, FL 34787

Blair M. Johnson

Proudly serving West Orange County for over 36 years.

www.blairjohnsonlaw.com
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Despite rain, MetroWest 
jams at 2018 Music Fest

Giulia Longetti and Aurora Jamie loved hanging out with Melissa, Rebecca and Devon Rolle.

Rock ’n’ roll singer and guitarist Rick Derringer was the headliner.

Rain or shine, the show 
must go on — and 
it did at MetroWest 

Music Fest Sunday, May 20.
Despite some drizzles 

here and there, a few 
hundred people came to 
MetroWest Golf Club for 
an afternoon filled with live 
music. Jazz saxophonist 
Will Donato was the first 
to perform, followed by 
Beatles tribute band Liver-
pool Live. Rock ’n’ roll singer 
and guitarist Rick Derringer 
was the headlining act and 
played both old and new 
hits, including “Hang On 
Sloopy.”

— DANIELLE HENDRIX

Carlos Arocho and Gloria Sanchez manned 
the Apps Food Truck with a little help from 
their goofy coworker and a rubber chicken.

Left: Jen DeMarco and Chris Harrison 
cozied up under an umbrella.

Kimbra Hennessy, Liz Cruz, Matthew Arias and Rachel Gonzalez helped 
out at Music Fest.
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Connecting
                                          through 
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720 Roper Road • Winter Garden, FL 34787 

We understand the importance of 
compassion and responsiveness 
in memory care. 

We take pride in our 5-star rating 
because we know it represents 
our dedication to providing 
Care you can TRUST.

We’d love to meet you!

407.614.8680

serenadesbysonata.com ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY #12328

Caring
Call to schedule a visit! 
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Parting gift

T
he seniors at Olympia and 
Dr. Phillips said ‘sayonara’ 
to high school with their 
respective Senior Walkout 

traditions.
A cloud of confetti and baby 

powder settled over the Olympia 
High School courtyard as dozens 
graduating seniors participated 
in the school’s Senior Walkout 
tradition Wednesday, May 16. 
Smiling seniors coated each oth-
er with shaving cream and baby 
powder as proud parents filmed 
the fun from the sidelines. 

Their counterparts at Dr. 
Phillips High celebrated in style 
Monday, May 21, with similar 
fanfare. With the school’s drum-
line initiating the walkout, DP’s 
Class of 2018 — equipped with 
baby powder and shaving cream 
— ran off-campus to the school’s 
student parking lot cheering and 
laughing before they said their 
goodbyes to teachers and fellow 
classmates. 

Dr. Phillips’ seniors will turn 
their tassels at 2 p.m. Thursday, 
May 24, at the Amway Center, 
400 W. Church St., Orlando. 
Olympia High School’s Class of 
2018 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
24, also at Amway.

— GABBY BAQUERO 
AND ERIC GUTIERREZ

Dr. Phillips seniors Kierra Steward and 
Raelin McDonald say their goodbyes before 
departing.

The Dr. Phillips drumline performed during the walkout.
Olympia senior Matthew Curschman, right, shared 
some shaving cream with his dad, Rob.

A cloud of baby powder settled over a crowd of celebrating seniors at Olympia High School.

Dr. Phillips seniors Priscilla Dimov, Tara Lynn Smith and Jackie Mitch-
ell are ready to begin their next chapters.

Olympia senior Isaiah Jones was all smiles after the walk-
out.

O N L I N E See more photos at OrangeObserver.com
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www.winteroakfuneralhome.com
1132 E. Plant Street, Winter Garden, FL 34787  •   LIC #F080822

“We have the largest chapel in West Orange County.”
Owned and operated by the Romano family.

“That’s My Wish” Direct Cremation for:
$795.00 Call for details

407-614-8350                         

“Home of the 
area’s first certified 

therapy dog. 
Feel free to stop 
in and say hello

 to Charley Girl!”
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352-394-8228
921 S. US Hwy 27 • Minneola, FL

One block north of Citrus Tower

www.cremationchoicesfl.com

Direct 
Cremation

$675
Plus Container

We offer a non-traditional setting 
for families to feel comfortable 
when planning for themselves 
or their loved ones. For more 
information and a complete list 
of prices, please visit our website: 
www.cremationchoicesfl.com

“Cremation Choices 
offers an affordable 
alternative to expensive 
funeral homes and 
cremation services in the 
Central Florida area.”
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“Because You Care”
Family Owned & Operated

(407) 695-CARE (2273)
www.DEGusipEFunERAlHomE.Com

Maitland
9001 N.  Orlando Ave.

Maitland,  FL 32751
West Orange

1400 Matthew Paris  Blvd.
Ocoee,  FL 34761

Sanford 
905 Laurel  Ave.

Sanford,  FL 32771

www.DeGusipeFuneralHome.com

“Family Owned & Operated”

All  Inclusive Direct  Cremation $795

(407)695-CARE (2273)

three lOcatiOns FOr yOur cOmFOrt
Maitland

9001 N.Orlando Ave.
Maitland, FL 32751

West Orange
1400 Mathew Paris Blvd.

Ocoee, FL 34761

Sanford
905 Laurel Ave.

Sanford, FL 32771

All Inclusive 
Direct 

Cremation
$795

We Proudly offer:
• Traditional Burial and 

Cremation Services
• Prearranged Funeral 

Services     

Baldwin Fairchild Funeral Home
Winter Garden
407-656-2233
www.baldwinfairchild.com
428 E. Plant St. Winter Garden, FL 34787
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The Life Story Of...
Birthplace: ___ __ ___
Schools: ___ _______ ____ __ _________ _______ _
Marriage: ___ ___ __ ____ __ _________ _______ __
Childrens: __ _________ _______ ____ ______ _ __ ___ _______ __

___ __ _________ _______ __ ____ __ _________ _______ ____ ___ __ ____ __ _________ _______ ________ ___ __ _______ __ _ ___ ______ _ __ ___ _______ _____ _______ __ ____ __ ____

Life Adventures...

Let us tell the story of your life.

GABBY BAQUERO
NEWS EDITOR

Alisa Witherspoon Dorsett was 
49 when she died from a heart 
attack Tuesday, May 8.

She is well-remembered for her 
admirable ability to both inspire 
change in the lives of the youth she 
counseled and tirelessly cheer on 
Dr. Phillips High School’s football 
team and Wisconsin’s Green Bay 
Packers.

Her love for football and sports 
should come as no surprise con-
sidering her high-school years as 
a cheerleader, but in a sense, you 
could say Dorsett became a life-
long cheerleader.

Despite having officially left 
it behind as a sport years ago, 
Dorsett was a personal cheerleader 
to everyone in whom she invested 
her time, care and attention. In so 
doing, she has left behind a mem-
orable legacy of encouraging oth-
ers to succeed.

“She was very active in the com-
munity, which I’m sure you could 
tell by the memorial,” said Cler-
mont resident Ayana Alexander-
Thompson, one of Dorsett’s three 
sisters. “She was just all about 
changing lives, and she did it very 
humbly. She didn’t need to brag 
or boast. She just did it and didn’t 
need any public praise for it. It’s 
rare because most people want a 
pat on the back or something, but 
she wasn’t that type.”

Born Sept. 6, 1968, in Fort 
Pierce, Dorsett was raised by lov-
ing parents and grandparents who 
instilled in her the ideals of giving 
back to the community and influ-

encing others to succeed, her sis-
ter said.

Dorsett took those teachings to 
heart and became the epitome of 
motivating others to achieve their 
dreams. Her sister said Dorsett 
paid special attention to young, 
black men and pushed them to 
find their potential and ignore 
negative societal stereotypes.

She served as a mentor and 
friend to several students, includ-
ing Ha’Sean Treshon Clinton-Dix, 
who many know as Ha Ha Clinton-
Dix. Now 25, Clinton-Dix played 
on the Dr. Phillips High School 
football team and now plays for 
the Green Bay Packers. 

In a May 15 tweet, Clinton-Dix 
mentioned the positive effect her 
care and mentorship had on him.

“Still doesn’t feel real,” his 
wrote. “The lives you have 
impacted in Central Florida and 
students you poured your all into 
can’t be matched, but I will con-
tinue to carry every lesson and skill 
you stored into me and pass them 
on to the youth.” 

Before moving to Central Flor-
ida, where she worked at Carver, 
Chain of Lakes and Lakeview 
middle schools and Dr. Phillips 
High, Dorsett earned a degree in 
accounting in 1990 at Tuskegee 
University. She later completed 
a master’s degree in educational 
leadership from Nova Southeast-
ern University.

“She came back home after 
graduating from Tuskegee, and my 
mom is a retired educator, so she 
kind of followed in the footsteps of 
my mom,” Alexander-Thompson 
said. “It wasn’t supposed to be 

long-term like it ended up being. 
She just stayed in education and 
found a passion for it.”

That passion led Dorsett to 
dedicate nearly 20 years to serv-
ing Orange County Public Schools, 
OCPS Superintendent Barbara 
Jenkins said. 

In her time working for OCPS, 
Dorsett brought Carver Mid-
dle from an F-rated school to a 
C-rated school and established a 
partnership with the University 
of Central Florida to train younger 
teachers and ensure they are better 
equipped to work with children.

“She loved these children … 
she was a gardener who helped 
children blossom with her gentle 
and meticulous care,” Jenkins 
said during a Celebration of Life 
memorial service held May 17 at 
Carver Middle School.

And celebrating life was a pri-
ority for Dorsett, said Alexander-
Thompson, who described her 
older sister as someone who loved 
life, music, dancing and being the 
life of the party.

“Her son would always laugh, 
because she always knew all the 
latest hits, and she really did,” 

Alexander-Thompson said. “I 
wouldn’t know who this person 
or who that rapper was, but she 
would know it and she would 
dance to it. That’s also what my 
kids remember about her — every 
time something came on on the 
radio that was hip and new, she 
would turn up the radio and blast 
it and dance.”

Dorsett, who is likely danc-
ing in heaven and continuing to 

cheer on her loved ones from 
above, is survived by her parents, 
Rufus and Sandra Alexander; her 
husband, Bertram Dorsett; her 
son, Jaden Dorsett; her sisters, 
Ayana Alexander-Thompson, 
Candace Witherspoon Jackson 
and Clesha Alexander Green; her 
brothers, Shawn Witherspoon and 
Brian Alexander; and her godsons, 
Ha’Sean “Ha Ha” Clinton-Dix and 
James Gibson.

WILLIAM SAMUEL JONES
DIED THURSDAY, MAY 17, 2018.

William Samuel Jones, 1922-2018, 
age 95, of Ocoee, went to join his 
loving wife of 70 years, Nellie Jones, 
on Thursday May 17, 2018. 

Born in Sneedville, Tennessee, 
Sam moved to Ocoee from Miami 
in the late 1960s and opened a small 
auto-repair business. Sam kept the 
vehicles of a then-small Ocoee town 
and surrounding areas up and run-
ning for almost 30 years. 

Sam is survived by his son, Jamie 

Jones; granddaughters, Cyndy Cole-
Moschler, Rebecca Brooks Piety and 
Emily Ann Jones; grandsons, Ryan 
Jones and Joseph Marcum; great-
grandsons, Christopher  Cole and 
Jacob Piety; great-granddaugh-
ter, Jennifer Cole Carter; and four 
great-great grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his 
daughter, Judith Bellamy Brooks. 

A graveside service for Sam was 
held at  2 p.m. Monday, May 21, 
2018,  at Orlando Memorial Gar-
dens, 5264 Ingram Road, Apopka, 
FL 32703.

WEST ORANGE OBITUARIES

Dr. Phillips, Orlando community 
mourns former principal
Alisa Witherspoon Dorsett, a former principal of Carver Middle School 
and vice principal of Dr. Phillips High, died from a heart attack May 8. 

Clockwise 
from left:

Dorsett’s son, 
Jaden Dorsett, 
Alisa Dorsett, 
and Ha Ha Clin-
ton-Dix, who 
is Dorsett’s 
godson.

The Cel-
ebration of Life 
memorial ser-
vice for Alisa 
Dorsett was 
held Thurs-
day, May 17, at 
Carver Middle 
School.

Alisa Dorsett 
and her young-
er sister, Ayan 
Alexander-
Thompson.



1 The CFCA football 
team defeated War-
ner Christian (South 

Daytona) 30-0 May 19 in 
a game called at halftime. 
Photos from the win for 
the Eagles are available at 
ObserverPreps.com.

2 After the game 
was delayed for 
three days, the Dr. 

Phillips baseball team 
finally played — and 
defeated — Boone, 7-3, 
in the FHSAA Class 9A, 
Region 1 Semifinals May 
18. A recap is available at 
ObserverPreps.com. The 
Panthers faced Lake Mary 
in the regional final May 
22 after press time.

3 The West Orange 
softball team faced 
Timber Creek in the 

FHSAA Class 9A State 
Semifinals May 23 in Vero 
Beach, after press time. 
The result is available 
at ObserverPreps.com. 
The game originally was 
scheduled for May 18 but 
was pushed back when 
the FHSAA rescheduled 
its softball state cham-
pionships because of 
weather concerns.

4 The Windermere 
High School foot-
ball team will host 

Holy Trinity (Melbourne) 
for its spring game at 7 
p.m. May 24. The follow-
ing night, the West Orange 
High football team will 
host Gainesville at 7 p.m., 
wrapping up spring foot-
ball season.

5 Dr. Phillips rising 
senior wrestler 
Shania Gowan, a 

two-time girls wrestling 
state champion who went 
43-0 this past season, has 
committed to Missouri 
Baptist University.
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Foundation Academy celebrates 
new field as new AD settles in

As Foundation Academy junior 
Warren Sapp II walked off the 
field May 11, he had to admit 
the grass beneath his cleats felt 
pretty right.

“It feels great — everything 

Steven Ryzewski

Foundation Academy quarterback Henry Austad scrambled to make a 
pass during the Lions’ “blue-and-white” scrimmage May 11.

Foundation Academy’s 
football program played 
its spring scrimmage on 
its new, on-campus field.

STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Steven Ryzewski

Isabela Bartczak recalls not being particularly fond of running when she first took up the sport. But it 
grew on her, and eventually, she came to love it.

about this is great,” said Sapp, a 
standout defensive lineman for 
the Lions, with a smile. “We’re 
all excited.”

Foundation Academy’s foot-
ball program, a longtime tenant 
of Winter Garden’s Walker Field, 
had just played its “blue and 
white” spring scrimmage on its 
new, on-campus field. Although 
there is still plenty of work to be 
done on the facility — including 
permanent bleachers, the con-
cession stand and bathrooms 

SEE FOUNDATION PAGE 16

FINISHING STRONG
Dr. Phillips senior Isabela 
Bartczak, a cross-country 
and track standout, will 
run in college for Brown 
University.

When Isabela Bartczak walks 
across the stage at the Amway 
Center May 24 for Dr. Phillips 
High School’s Commencement, 
it will be a figurative exclamation 
point on a pretty great senior year.

Bartczak, a four-year runner 
for Dr. Phillips’ cross-country 
and track teams, committed to 
her dream school — Brown Uni-
versity — last week. Before that, 
on May 8, she was recognized by 
athletic directors from around the 
state with the Mandy Stoll Schol-
ar-Athlete Award, along with the 
$500 scholarship that comes with 
it. 

The proud owner of a 5.1 weight-
ed GPA (4.0 unweighted), Bartc-
zak has thrived in the classroom 
on campus, taking and passing 14 
Advanced Placement classes.

Earlier this week, at Dr. Phil-
lips High’s Athletics Banquet, she 
received the Principal’s Award for 
girls cross country and the Bill 
Spoone Female Scholar-Athlete 
of the Year award.  

She was even named Orange 
County Public Schools’ Female 
Student-Athlete of the Year May 
21.

This all caps a year in which she 
placed third in the state in Class 
4A in cross-country and sixth 
in the state in Class 4A in the 
3200-meter run.

It’s safe to say that it has been an 
exciting — and rewarding — end to 
a high-school career that involved 
a little bit of good fortune and a lot 
of hard work.

“I’m pretty proud, because it’s 
not something that just came 
to me, or I was just given — it’s 

something I really worked for,” 
Bartczak said. “I didn’t start out 
well (at running), at all. … When 
I started running, I actually hated 
it, and I was really bad at it.”

There were a handful for turn-
ing points for Bartczak that helped 
set her on her current path. As a 
freshman, she witnessed a team-

STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

“I’m pretty proud, because it’s not 

something that just came to me, 

or I was just given — it’s something 

I really worked for.”
 

— Isabela Bartczak SEE BARTCZAK PAGE 16

Seth Daniels makes strong impression during 
spring football for Windermere Prep. Page 16.
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— the afternoon scrimmage, 
which lasted about 90 minutes, 
was a milestone for a program 
that is excited to play actual 
home games this fall.

“The field is in great condi-
tion; it should be a great venue 
for us,” Lions head coach Brad 
Lord said. “Walker Field has 
been good for us, but I know 
our kids are excited to finally 
play home games.”

The milestone is significant 
for a campus community that 
has invested in the school’s new 
athletic complex on its South 
Campus — and which also has 
been patient during the pro-
cess. Hurricane Irma thwarted 
earlier hopes that games might 
have been played on it last 
fall, and when the field neared 
completion at the beginning of 
2018, school officials opted to 
not play any soccer games there 
in favor of giving the sod more 
time to settle.

As evidenced by players’ 
ability to plant and change 
direction during the scrim-
mage, the sod has settled in 
nicely, and although the facility 
has not been fully completed, 
Lord said he already can envi-
sion what home games on a 
Friday night will mean for the 

campus community.
There is still plenty of time 

for progress to continue on the 
new facility before the Lions 
take the field for an official 
game, too. Foundation Acad-
emy President David Buckles 
said the school has ordered 
the first phase of its bleach-
ers for the inaugural season. It 
will have bleachers in place to 
seat 300, with ensuing phases 
planned that will increase that 
capacity over time.

Following its scrimmage, 
Foundation Academy played in 
— and won — its annual spring 
game at Lake Highland Prep 
in downtown Orlando May 17, 
28-0. Grayson Wagner scored 
four touchdowns in the win for 
the Lions.

As is currently scheduled, the 
official debut of the new field 
will take place at 7 p.m Aug. 
31, when Foundation Academy 
hosts Kingdom Prep.

NEW LEADERSHIP
In addition to its new field, 
Foundation Academy is also 
celebrating the addition of 
its new athletic director, Lisa 
Eaves. 

After spending more than 
three decades at her former 
school in the Panhandle, pack-
ing up and moving to Central 
Florida was no small decision 
for Eaves. Luckily though, 
Eaves said there were enough 
indications that the Winter 

Garden campus was where she 
is supposed to be.

“The Lord just kind of 
answered the (questions I had), 
and I had a peace about it,” 
Eaves said. “I never thought I’d 
leave Rocky (Bayou Christian 
School), but it was just such a 
God thing. I just know (Foun-
dation Academy) is where I’m 
supposed to be.”

Eaves replaces outgoing Ath-
letic Director David Baginski, 
who had been in the role since 
2010, and already has begun 
working for the school on a 
part-time basis while she gets 
things in order ahead of her 
move to West Orange later this 
month. Her full-time start date 
is June 1.

She joins an athletics pro-
gram at Foundation that, like 
the school, is in a growth mode. 
As athletic director at the 
Niceville-based private school 
for the last eight years, Eaves 
oversaw the addition of nine 
middle-school sports and 13 
high-school sports, indicating 
she has some significant expe-
rience with growing an athlet-
ics program.

“It’s exciting to me, because 
that’s what I did (at Rocky Bay-
ou),” Eaves said. “‘What are the 
next steps? What are the sports 
we add?’ I’ve learned a lot here 
at Rocky, and so I think I’m 
prepared to do it in a way that’s 
going to be healthy at Founda-
tion.”
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YOUR TOWN
SCOTT APPOINTS
AREA RESIDENT
Gov. Rick Scott announced 
Sept. 18 two appointments 
and one reappointment to 
the Florida Virtual School 
Board of Trustees. Robert 
Gidel Sr., of Windermere, 
is the managing partner at 
Liberty Capital. He fills a va-
cant seat and is appointed 
for a term that began Sept. 
18 and ends Sept. 10, 2017.
He joins Iris Gonzalez, of 
Tierra Verde, on the board. 

Welcome 
to your new 
hometown  
newspaper
MICHAEL ENG
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

What you’re holding in your 
hands is the product of more than 
a year of planning. It’s the prod-
uct of our wildest dreams — a 
bold step for a company that last 
month celebrated our 110th anni-
versary.

Welcome, readers, to the 
first edition of the Windermere 
Observer, a sister paper of the 
West Orange Times & Observer, 
which has roots that date back 
to the Winter Garden Ricochet in 
1905. 

For more than a century, our 
newspaper — through all its 
previous owners and iterations 
— covered the entire West Orange 
region with just one edition.

Today, that changes.
Put simply: West Orange has 

grown too large for one hyper-
local community newspaper. 
For longtime readers: this new 
Windermere Observer will cover 
Windermere, Horizon West, 
Dr. Phillips, Bay Hill, Gotha 
and MetroWest, while the West 
Orange Times & Observer will 
renew its focus on Winter Garden, 
Ocoee and Oakland.

As the 10th newspaper owned 
by the Sarasota-based Observer 
Media Group, the Windermere 
Observer will strive to deliver on 
OMG’s slogan: “You. Your Neigh-
bors. Your Neighborhood.” 

SEE NEWSPAPER PAGE 6

INSIDE
Meet Olympia setter  
Lorissa King  PAGE 17 

Serving Southwest Orange County

At last! Work begins on relief school
Officials hosted a groundbreaking ceremony for the new West Orange County high school Sept. 24. STORY ON 6

Since the 1980s — far longer than he has been mayor of Windermere — 
Gary Bruhn has collected and sold movie memorabilia. SEE STORY ON PAGE 4

The secret life of

MAYOR BRUHN

THE GROVE ORLANDO BOOGIES AT BIRTHDAY BASH 
SEE MORE PHOTOS  ON PAGE 10

David Haynes

Windermere Mayor Gary Bruhn strikes the only suitable pose when holding a glass from “The Godfather.”
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mate on the Dr. Phillips cross-
country team receive a letter 
from Columbia University.

“I thought that was just 
amazing,” Bartczak recalled. 
“So I thought, ‘If I work hard and 
excel in this, maybe that could 
be me in the future — running 
for a really good school.’ And 
then I fell in love with it.”

She did just that — first under 
the tutelage of Jorge and Angie 
Fleitas, the husband-and-wife 
duo that coached Dr. Phillips’ 
cross-country and track teams 
her freshman and sophomore 
years, and later for current coach 
Laura Kirkikis.

Bartczak credits her rela-
tionship with Angie Fleitas, in 
particular, as pivotal when she 
wasn’t sold on the sport.

“She’s the one who really got 
me into running, and she’s been 
like a second mom to me,” Bart-
czak said. “She’s someone I’ll 

have for the rest of my life.”
Bartczak learned to embrace 

the metal aspect of the sport 
— she said she enjoys longer 
races, where she has more time 
to think and strategize — and as 
she describes it, “push past the 
pain.”

Over time, she became a role 
model for the program.

“(Isabela is) great because she 
knows so much about the sport 
and cares so much,” Kirkikis 
said. “She’s very helpful with 
the younger girls and the J.V. 
team — she likes to be involved. 
She helps younger girls under-
stand what we do, and they see 
her working hard.”

Bartczak credits her partici-
pation in sports for helping her 
stay focused in the classroom, 
noting it required time manage-
ment to manage her schoolwork, 
sports and the clubs and volun-
teering she did.

“I definitely think that if I 
didn’t have sports, I don’t think 
I’d be as good of a student,” 
Bartczak said.

All that hard work in the 
classroom and on the track cul-

minated in her being recruit-
ed by, among other schools, 
Brown. The school is one of the 
elite institutions that always 
had been at the top of Bartczak’s 
list. There, she plans to study-
ing international relations there 
and build off of a lifelong love of 
traveling for the native of Brazil.

“This is definitely my dream 
school, and I’m honestly 
shocked that I made it — it’s 
kind of amazing and I still 
don’t believe it,” Bartczak said. 
“(International relations) is a 
really broad field, so I’m going to 
take a few classes and see what I 
want to specialize in.”

Graduation is an exciting time 
for any senior, and perhaps a lit-
tle more so if you have the kind 
of opportunities afforded to a 
student-athlete poised to com-
pete at the next level. Of course, 
that doesn’t mean there isn’t a 
tinge of nostalgia for this star 
student-athlete as Dr. Phillips 
goes from being the school she 
attends to her alma mater.

“I think Dr. Phillips has defi-
nitely opened so many doors for 
me,” Bartczak said.

What was the experience 
of the spring game, getting 
to take the field with your 
teammates while also navi-
gating poor weather?
I was super excited to be out 
there — I loved getting it going. 
The rain, though — the rain was 
a huge problem. It got us unor-
ganized. … I mean, it felt great 
to be out there, and I just had 
a great time playing with my 
teammates.

How do you think the spring 
season went for the team?
We were just really focused on 
getting as good as we can in a 
short amount of time. … I know 
a lot of people were focusing 
on transitioning into different 
roles on this team. I think the 
spring went well, even though 
we lost in our game.

What do you enjoy about 
playing for the coaching 
staff at Windermere Prep?
I love how the coaches are just 
so experienced, and they’ve all 
played at a high level and some 
have coached at high levels. 
They know the game and they 
talk to us realistically about 
how we can get to the next level. 
They’re helping us do that, and 
I feel like they do a great job of 
getting athletes in front of (col-
lege) coaches.
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Seth Daniels, a sophomore for 
the Windermere Prep football 
team, made quite an impression 
on Lakers head coach Jacob Doss 
and his staff this spring. Daniels 
excelled on both sides of the ball 
and shined during a soggy spring 
game against Oviedo’s The Mas-
ter’s Academy May 16.

SPONSORED BY  
SHANNON TILLSTATE 
FARM IN FOWLER 
GROVES

Seth Daniels
Who is a collegiate or pro-
fessional player you admire?
Of course, I love my cousin Matt 
Forte (former running back for 
the Chicago Bears and New York 
Jets). I’ve always admired the 
way he plays the position, and 
it was just great watching fam-
ily out there playing.

Do you have any cool stories 
related to having a cousin in 
the NFL?
Recently, I think two years ago, 
I went to a Jets game when he 
played for them and I got to sit in 
the skybox. My dad will always 
send him clips of my games, and 
he’ll comment or post them on 
social media. … He’s always just 
told me to keep working hard. 
He’ll watch my film and tell me 
things I’m doing well — he’s a 
great role model.

What was your favorite class 
this year?
My favorite class this year at 
Windermere Prep was my 10th-
grade (Honors) English class, 
taught by Logan Stumph. We do 
a very high level of thinking, and 
he (Stumph) just gets your mind 
working a very creative way.

What are some areas of study 
you might like to pursue?
I love film production, and I love 
music, so I would love doing 
something like being a music 
producer or anything in film 
production. I plan to study film 
production in college.

What is a good movie you 
have recently watched?
I love the recent movie “Black 
Panther” — I love the film and 
how it focused on African-
American heroes, and a soci-
ety and a different culture we 
hadn’t necessarily seen with 
superheroes before.

After practice, what’s your 
go-to meal?
The first thing I crave when I’m 
starving is barbecue meatballs 
— my mom makes about 50 of 
them, and I just end up eating 
them throughout the night, 
with whatever vegetables and 
starches.

Did you hear “Laurel” or 
“Yanny”?
I couldn’t hear either one of 
them. I heard a low-pitched 
“Laurel,” possibly, but I couldn’t 
hear a high-pitched anything.

— STEVEN RYZEWSKI

THE BASICS

School: Windermere Prep
Year: Sophomore
Positions: DB, WR, RB
Height: 5-foot-11
Weight: 155 pounds
Hometown: 
Lumberton, New Jersey

Bartczak

Foundation

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
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*Must be 18 years of age or older. Must be a resident of Lake County or Orange County. Observer Media Group will Choose the winner. 27
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Soft Flooring.  
Premium Cushion.  

Pure & Simple.

Retailer Name & Logo
Any Street
Town, State 00000
Website
Hours 0:00 to 0:00

HYPOALLERGENIC CLEAN FRESH AIR

Retailer Name 
& Logo

Hypoallergenic 
Soft Flooring

WINTER GARDEN 
731 S Dillard St., Unit 101/103 

Winter Garden, FL 34787 
407-410-8998

MINNEOLA 
301 E Washington St. Unit F 

Minneola FL 34715 
352-394-0303

MOUNT DORA 
3985 Hwy 19A 

Mount Dora, FL 32757 
352-385-0303

Benefits of Air.o:
• Hypoallergenic/

moisture free
• Carpet pad is already 

attached
• Dimensionally stable - 

won’t wrinkle or shrink
• Releases more dust/

dirt when vacuuming
• Latex-free, odor-free, 

no VOCs

Register to win 
$2000.00

of Air.o Unified 
Soft Carpet 

Tell us why you 
need Air.o

Hypoallergenic 
Carpet
Register to win:

Email or Log on to our facebook 
page and tell us!

email: contest@orangeobserver.com
or www.facebook.com/wotimes

Contest runs from
May 10 - June 28.

I 
was channel-surfing a 
couple weekends back 
and came across some-
thing unexpected: the 2018 

National Collegiate Beach 
Volleyball Championship on 
ESPN.

If beach volleyball as an offi-
cial NCAA sport sounds like 
something new to you, you’re 
not alone. 

The NCAA only upgraded 
the sport from “emerg-
ing” — a distinction it was 
awarded when the NCAA first 
began sponsoring it in 2010 
— in 2015, and began holding 
sanctioned championships for 
the sport in 2016. This recent 
championship, won by UCLA, 
was the third in the NCAA 
era. Previously, the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association 
hosted a championship. This 
spring, 69 NCAA institutions 
sponsored the sport.

I had known that college 
beach volleyball was a thing 
— but only in a vague sense. 
I knew Florida State had a 
program, but not much else (it 
turns out, so does FIU). But 
beach volleyball is far from new 
and colleges have been com-
peting for years outside of the 
formality of the NCAA.

With the added legitimacy 
of the NCAA hosting sanc-
tioned championships, and 
with ESPN broadcasting those 
championships for the first 
time, the growth trajectory of 
the sport figures to be a lot less 
vague going forward — and the 
trickle-down effect already is 
being felt here in West Orange.

Earlier this spring, West 
Orange High School’s beach 
volleyball club team won the 
Sunshine State Athletic Con-
ference’s State Championship. 
Kaeli Crews, a junior at West 
Orange, stars for the Warriors’ 
indoor and outdoor teams but 
is committed to South Carolina 
for the beach game.

Horizon West sisters Cassidy 
and Amanda Chambers — a 
freshman at Windermere High 
and eighth-grader at Bridge-
water Middle, respectively — 
play both versions of the sport. 
But they prioritize the beach 
game over the indoor game and 
switched their travel volleyball 
club to a beach-focused club in 
Cocoa recently to reflect that.

Julianne Calcote, the new 
head coach for Olympia High’s 
volleyball program, played 
beach volleyball in college 
and later coached the beach 
program at her alma mater — 
something that likely was con-
sidered in the hiring process at 
Olympia. And the new athletic 
director at Foundation Acad-
emy, Lisa Eaves, mentioned the 

sport as a potential addition 
candidate for the Lions.

Windermere Prep even 
invested in an on-campus 
facility with a small seat-back 
bleacher and patio area.

In short, something is hap-
pening here.

Central Florida is already 
a hot-bed of volleyball, with 
local travel teams from clubs 
such as Orlando Tampa Vol-
leyball Academy and Top 
Select regularly competing on 
a national stage. 

There now seems to be a 

growing enthusiasm for the 
outdoor game, as some girls 
choose to prioritize it and 
as others choose to play it 
secondarily, as a way to round 
out their game. With only two 
teammates competing on the 
sand, players are forced to be 
well-rounded players who can 
dig, pass and rise up for a kill.

The path to beach volleyball 
becoming an FHSAA-sanc-
tioned sport, if it eventually 
does that, would be long with 
several hurdles. But that hasn’t 
stopped forward-thinking 
athletic directors such as West 
Orange’s Jerry Shafer from 
pushing the sport and having 
his girls compete in the SSAC 
and other leagues that are — or 
will soon be — forming.

Windermere Prep also has 
a beach volleyball program, 
and I anticipate more local 
schools that are serious about 
the indoor game soon will 
entertain adding the outdoor 
game, as well. In a lot of ways 
it is a win-win — the sport is 
relatively inexpensive.

Suffice to say, it is an excit-
ing prospect for our local 
programs that choose to hop 
on the beach volleyball band-
wagon. As the game grows at 
the collegiate level — and the 
number of scholarships offered 
along with it — more families 
are going to be cognizant of 
whether a public or private 
school offers it.

If the end results is more 
excitement and more well-
rounded volleyball players, that 
seems like a win for all. 

Growth of college beach volleyball trickling down to local level 

Steven Ryzewski

West Orange volleyball’s Italia Bollo scrambled for a dig during the 
Warriors’ beach victory against Merritt Island April 14.

STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
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Check Out
These

Professionals

WEST ORANGE TIMES
THURSDAY, MAY 7, 201512B WOTimes.com  

Here's My Card BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ONE COMPANY, ONE CALL
Everything from maid services, 

handyman repairs to household chores.

• handyman
• maid
• painting
• household repairs
• home organization

Call for a FREE quote!
TruBlue of Orlando

6220 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Suite 195
Orlando, FL 32809

All employees bonded & insured
407-203-6000

www.TruBlueOrlando.Com

5/7/15

TFN

“Your Complete Service Center”
10 West Story Rd.   Winter Garden, FL 34787

REG# MV-01095

Phone  407-656-6646
Richard Hudson • Reggie Hudson

5/14/15

Licensed and Insured

4 Custom Painting
4 Wall Texturing
4 Wallpaper Removal
4 Wall Repairs
4 Honey Do Projects

Douglas Miller 619-727-1563
douglasjmiller@hotmail.com

PAINTING SERVICES

UPGRADES & REPAIRS

VIRUS & SPYWARE 
REMOVAL

DATA & PASSWORD 
RECOVERY

WIRELESS & WIRED 
NETWORKING

SOLVING PROBLEMS 
SINCE 1990

“QUALITY SERVICE THAT
COMES TO YOU”

 FLAT RATE GUARANTEE

bluekitecomputers.com
sales@bluekitecomputers.com

 Office: (407) 421-5068
 Email: sdiamond@focalpointcoaching.com
 Web: www.stevediamond.focalpointcoaching.com
  sdiamond@focalpointcoaching.com
       www.linkedin.com/in/SteveDiamond
  8223 Stonemason Court, Windermere, FL 34786

STEVE DIAMOND
CPA/CGMA
Certified Business Coach
Corporate Training

“Learn how to work smarter in your business, not just harder”

7/
23

/1
5

TFN

Your pet’s home away from home
a unique no-cage facility

daycare and overnight boarding

(407) 654-8885
703 S. Vineland Rd.

Winter Garden, FL 34787
www.puppydreams.com

Puppy Dreams Pet Hotel

4/30/15Have clipper, will travel

Mobile In-Home
Dog Grooming

By Cara
25 yrs. experience

407-450-2007

Apply from your Home or Office

www.celebrationfunding.com
Call: Ernie Bagley 352.223.8359 (7 Days)

We make Lending EASY
CELEBRATION FUNDING, INC. 

• Primary Residence • 2nd Home 
• Investment • Condo • Modular 

• Manufactured • Purchase/Refinance
 • Conventional, FHA, VA, USDA, HARP, 

Jumbos, Construction, Commercial

Email: ernie@celebrationfunding.com
www.celebrationfunding.com

700 Celebration Ave. Suite 208
(2nd Floor Bank of America Building) Celebration, FL 34747

All Programs Subject to Credit/Income Approval
NMLS# 1032792                                                                 MLO NMLS# 906080

CRAWFORD TIRE
SERVICE, INC.

110 Taylor St. • Ocoee • (407) 656-4575

MORE THAN JUST
TIRE VALUES

 • Bridgetone • Michelin • Toyo • BFG Tires

• ALIGNMENT  •  BRAKES
• SHOCKS  •  OIL & LUBE SERVICE

  • NEW & USED TIRES 
•   • REPAIR & BALANCING 
•   • ROAD SERVICE
  • WE INSTALL LIFTS!

  MV03215
  Mobil 1 Oil
  Amsoil Synthetic TFN

-FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED –

407.296.9622    407.877.6268
www.gsairsystems.com  email: gsairsystems@cfl.rr.com

Licensed & Insured - State License #CAC1814407

• Quality 
• Service 
• Sales
• Installation 
• Commercial 
• Residential

Call for a FREE estimate on 
Equipment Replacement.

We offer financing with approved credit

TFN

TFN
TRAYWICK'S

GARAGE
1045 S. Vineland Rd. •Winter Garden

• New and Used Tires • Alignment 
• Complete Auto Repair 

 • A/C Serv. & More

407-656-1817

5/
15

/1
5

JP TREES AND LANDSCAPING, LLC
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal,  

Landscape Installs
FREE Estimates

John Freeman
Owner/Operator

cell: 321-229-1958
email: jptrees09@gmail.comLicensed

 and Insured

FIRE TECH 
EXTINGUISHER 
SERVICE
Ocoee, FL
Danny Motes
Cell 407-466-4738
Tel 407-654-2395
Fax 407-654-2986
www.Firetechextinguisher.com

TFN

AIR CONDITIONING

AUTO SERVICE

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

HANDYMAN

HOME SERVICES

LANDSCAPE & LAWN

MORTGAGE

PEST CONTROL
Travis Hamric
Branch Manager

1081 9th Street
Winter Garden, FL 34787

(407) 654-9516 Office
(407) 491-0355 Mobile
(407) 654-0145 Fax
pcm050@sunbeltrentals.com

sunbeltrentals.com

Mention this ad for
10% OFF 
your rental

4/
28

/1
6

GO GREEN
with nature’s best rodent 

controller, the CAT!

For details call  407.522.2617
barncatsinfo@CareFelineTNR.org

No more need for poison controls that 
harm the environment, people and farm 
animals. Join us in the Barn Cats program 

and help to make a difference.

PET SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

WE BUY JUNK CARS
WE BUY SCRAP METAL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8AM - 5PM

www.budgetupullit.com

881 S. 9th Street • Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-656-4707

AUTO SERVICE CONTINUED

To advertise in this section call 407-656-2121

FITNESS SERVICES

FIRST LESSON

FREE TRIAL
Join us Now!

321-314-0249
OPENING HOURS

Monday-Friday 
3.00pm-9.00pm

33 West Silver Star Rd. • Ocoee, FL 34761
www.eaglemartialarts.wix.com

Bring this ad in and

Receive 10% OFF See Page 19 of this weeks paper

503 Main Street
Windermere Florida 34786

First exhibition:
 Friday June 1st 6:30-8:30pm

407-808-0665

503 Main Street
Windermere Florida 34786

First exhibition:
 Friday June 1st 6:30-8:30pm

407-808-0665

New Artists Exhibiting Every Two Months
First Exhibition: Friday, June 1 • 6:30-8:30PM

503 MAIN STREET • WINDERMERE, FL 34786

27
60

49

ART
GALLERY 

GRAND 
OPENING
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www.OrangeObserver.com/Calendar

SEARCH • FIND • POST

• Looking for local events to attend?
• Want us to inform the public about your local event?

Visit Our Community Calendar Today!

27
61
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5-24-18
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CROSSWORD  FOUR SCORE   by Timothy B. Parker

ACROSS 
 1 Story ending morally
5 Super lightweight 
boxer?
8 Curative spring
11 Superman’s logo
14 Gridiron infraction 
signaler
18 Persia, now
19 Not be mistake-free
20 Couple million pounds
22 Frilly material
23 Treatment for babies
26 Pinto or Mustang
27 Prepare to let wine 
flow

28 Three lines that 
rhyme
29 Like many professors
31 Dictation expert
32 Type of inserted pin
33 Song to a lover
34 Downhill assister
36 ___ Lanka
37 Take care of, as a 
wound
38 Travel caller
41 Hindu noble
44 Stuff with food
46 Timber decay
50 Like bulldogs
52 Chapeau
54 Substantive rock

55 Smells of London
56 Not a whit
58 Easternmost of the 
Lesser Sundas
60 Shepard of Mercury
61 Deputized group
62 Wood finisher
64 Grad’s cap attach-
ment
66 Heston epic (with 
“The”)
69 Drunken state
71 Temporary period
72 Rears
76 Shakespeare’s “sadly”
77 Billboards, e.g.
79 Scot’s 52-Across

80 Place for folded 
clothes
81 One juiced at the bar?
82 One paid to score
83 Apartments in need 
of repair
85 Hoped-for hereafter
89 Bowed in a sym-
phony?
92 Better text
93 Scheduled to arrive
94 Caftan donners
96 “Gross, dude!”
98 Kindergarten timeout
100 Does some doctor-
ing
103 Words that cause 

relaxing
106 Extreme passion
111 Fitted to join a mortise
112 Detach, in a way
113 Old name for the flu
114 “Render ___ Caesar ...”
115 Causes of much 
temple rubbing
118 Fizzles out, as a bat-
tery
119 Imitate a songbird
120 Tax season expert, 
briefly
121 Belfast’s locale
122 Lack of pressure
123 Record-setting suffix
124 Sea delicacy
125 U.S. anthem writer
126 Barbecue side

DOWN 
1 New Testament book
2 “___ you the shy one?”
3 Tilting weapon
4 Words before a happy 
note?
5 Brew coffee, maybe
6 Online address letters
7 Prefix with plasm
8 Some women’s wear
9 Lobster weapons
10 Algiers locale
11 Airport listing, for short
12 Classifier
13 Appeared villainous?
14 Pretentious
15 Dern on film
16 Emulated 15-Down
17 Crystal-lined stone
21 Halloween mo.
24 Winged god of love
25 Doc for the four-legged
30 Get “warm”
32 “Bye bye” somewhere
33 Boiling byproduct
35 Mr. Kristofferson
38 Change decorations
39 “The Dukes of Hazzard” 
spinoff
40 Marlowe title doctor
42 Cabal
43 Turkey part
45 Cheap
47 Thing awarded to a 
thespian

48 From the mouth
49 This puzzle’s theme
50 Go one better than
51 Move stealthily
53 Carved tribal pole
57 Sketches
58 Belief system compo-
nent
59 Galloped
60 Made guarantees
62 It’s convertible into 
currency
63 D.C. pro
65 Play a banjo
67 Math figs.
68 Faked being trapped 
in a box
69 Tart blackthorn fruit
70 English farewell
73 Where dishes are listed
74 Canape spread
75 Pending attachment?
76 Burn stuff?
78 Weed of the ‘60s
80 Test version
84 Whole yards amount?
86 “Beat it”
87 121-Across, by another 
name
88 Name after a double 
negative
90 Poison of spy films
91 Sneaker part with 
treads
95 Moistens via nature
97 Canine container
99 Start to “chutist”
100 Chopin composition
101 Ohio city
102 Preliminary poker 
payments
104 “How soothing!”
105 Insignificant jot
107 Chops potatoes finely
108 Oxford doctorate, 
briefly
109 Formal music produc-
tion
110 Alter again
112 “___ as directed”
113 Aussie greeting
116 6-Down ender, some-
times
117 Huge primate

SUDOKU
Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively. 

©2018 Andrews McMeel Syndicate

CELEBRITY CIPHER
By Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from 
quotations by famous people, past and present. 
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. 

©2018 NEA, Inc.

“OUZAYI CDDP ZA GCAE ENR 

ZNDR’YD IORWCX ENOZ ZNDR’YD 

IORWCX, BAYD ZNOC KVIZ 

MDOYCWCX ZNDWY MWCDI.” 

  – PWYDUZAY PDD YDDI

Puzzle One Clue: K equals J

“D ZDVBACPHPZ ONKO LM EDIIPVO 

YKVVDAS UKV GAH ZDHPBODSI... 

UNKO D XDTP ZADSI ONP EPVO.”

 – GHKSTDP VNKU

Puzzle Two Clue: M equals Y
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O N L I N E See other winning photos at OrangeObserver.com

I LOVE WEST ORANGE
Winter Garden 
resident Joe Dunn 
submitted this stun-
ning photo of a barred 
owl that lives in his 
backyard on the south 
shore of Lake Apopka. 
He has requested his 
prize be donated to 
the Friends of Lake 
Apopka.

The Windermere 
Observer is hosting 
this weekly contest, 
and winners will have 
their photograph 
featured and receive 
a $20 prize. To enter, 
email your photo, 
along with your name, 
city and a caption, to 
amyq@orangeobserver.
com; put “I Love West 
Orange” in the subject 
line. Please include 
your mailing address to 
receive your prize.

THURSDAY, MAY 24

High: 84
Low: 72
Chance  
of rain: 80%

FRIDAY, MAY 25

High: 82
Low: 72
Chance  
of rain: 90%

SATURDAY, MAY 26

High: 81
Low: 72
Chance  
of rain: 60%

SUNDAY, MAY 27

High: 85
Low: 73
Chance  
of rain: 80%

Tuesday, May 15 0.45

Wednesday, May 16 0.17

Thursday, May 17 2.29

Friday, May 18 0.23

Saturday, May 19 0.88

Sunday, May 20 0.31

Monday, May 21 0.02

SUNRISE / SUNSET
  Sunrise Sunset

Thursday, May 24 6:26a 8:19p

Friday, May 25 6:26a 8:20p

Saturday, May 26 6:25a 8:20p

Sunday, May 27 6:25a 8:21p

Monday, May 28 6:25a 8:21p

Tuesday, May 29 6:24a 8:22p

Wednesday, May 30 6:24a 8:22p

MOON PHASES

RAINFALL

FORECAST

June 6
Last

June 27
Full

June 13
New

June 20
First

YEAR TO DATE: 
2018 11.96 in.

2017 6.20 in.

MAY TO DATE: 
2018 5.74 in.

2017 3.02 in.
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STRESS
FREE

Financing
See store 
for details
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BRAKE PAD SALE

Service includes: Front or Rear Pads, Parts and Labor.  

 BMW 3 Series
$179.95

BMW 5 Series
$199.95

 Mercedes C-Class
$179.95

 Mercedes E-Class
$199.95

 Full Synthetic 
Oil Service 

ONLY
$89.95

Includes up to 
7 quarts of Full Synthetic Oil.  

Tax and recycling fees are extra. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 5/31/18. 
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930 Carter Rd #202 
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Telephone: (407) 614-3827
rdtransautorepair@cfl.rr.com

Ray Cornell Jr.
Doug Gallinger

Working Owners 
www.r-dauto.com

In House Towing Available

Battery Testing Scheduled Transmission and Computerized Tune-Ups and Tires and
and Replacement Maintenance Engine Repair Diagnostics General Repair Alignments

407-496-4900
norb@HomeRebateRealty.com

NORB WELLER
Broker

since 2001

50% Commission Rebate!
Buying or Selling
Any Builder or Realtor

HomeRebateRealty.com

26
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REALTORSAUTO SERVICEAUTO SERVICE

27
43
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HEALTH & FITNESS

Your Windermere Partner in Health

AND MORE…

7790 Winter Garden Vineland Road 
#500 Windermere, FL 34786

Between 7-Eleven and McDonald’s

(407) 554-2652

4750 The Grove Drive #140 
Windermere, FL 34786

Next to the Signature LA Fitness

(407) 217-6929

27
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LAWN CARE

26
61
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407-625-0742 • cnalawns@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured • Commercial & Residential

• Cleanups
• Mulching
• Sod Removal
   & Installation
• Landscape & Design
• Irrigation Repairs
• Light Tree Trimming

C&A
LAWN

SERVICE
Carlos Arteaga • Owner/Operator

PEST CONTROL

27
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www.facebook.com/yellowjacketremoval/

CRAWFORD TIRE
SERVICE, INC.

110 Taylor St. • Ocoee • (407) 656-4575

MORE THAN JUST
TIRE VALUES

 • Bridgetone • Michelin • Toyo • BFG Tires
• ALIGNMENT  •  BRAKES

• SHOCKS  •  OIL & LUBE SERVICE
  • NEW & USED TIRES 
•   • REPAIR & BALANCING 
•   • ROAD SERVICE
  • WE INSTALL LIFTS!

MV03215
Mobil 1 Oil
Amsoil Synthetic TFN 27
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WE BUY JUNK CARS
WE BUY SCRAP METAL

www.budgetupullit.com

881 S. 9th Street • Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-656-4707

• All Engines $200.00 each
• All Transmissions $100.00 each
• Tires $15.00 and up
• Batteries $25.00
• Warranties on all parts sold!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 8AM - 5PM

27
43
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PET SERVICES
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TFN

Your pet’s home away from home
a unique no-cage facility

daycare and overnight boarding

(407) 654-8885
703 S. Vineland Rd.

Winter Garden, FL 34787
www.puppydreams.com

Puppy Dreams Pet Hotel

REMODELING/HOME IMPROVEMENT

27
24
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ORLANDO PREMIUM SHUTTERS

407-415-7185 • OrlandoPremiumShutters.com
MADE IN THE USA

Serving Orlando & 
Surrounding Areas

The best shutters!
The best prices!

With the best warranty!
Custom measured, 

designed, manufactured 
and installed by
shutter experts.

CALL FOR
YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

CONSULTATION 
TODAY!

ROOFING

UPGRADES & REPAIRS

VIRUS & SPYWARE 
REMOVAL

DATA & PASSWORD 
RECOVERY

WIRELESS & WIRED 
NETWORKING

27
43
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TO ADVERTISE IN OUR CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 407-656-2121

Or email us at advertisenow@orangeobserver.com

This week’s Crossword answers

2018

This week’s Sudoku answers

This week’s Celebrity Cipher answers
Puzzle One Solution:
“Actors need to know why they’re saying 
what they’re saying, more than just 
learning their lines.”
  – Director Dee Rees

Puzzle Two Solution: 
“I discovered that my biggest passion 
was for directing... what I like doing the 
best.” – Frankie Shaw

©2018 NEA, Inc.

Thursday, May 24, 2018

WERE YOU an INDUSTRIAL TRADESMAN (ma-
chinist/boilermaker/pipefitter etc) and recently di-
agnosed with LUNG CANCER? You may be
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Risk
free consultation! 855-259-0557 fcan5/24

Health & Medical

NOW PURCHASING

SCRAP BATTERIES
407-656-3495

13178 W. Colonial Dr. 
Winter Garden

27
43
52

Merchandise Wanted

SAWMILLS FROM only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any
dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N fcan5/24

Lawn & Garden Equipment

Thursday, May 24, 2018

WERE YOU an INDUSTRIAL TRADESMAN (ma-
chinist/boilermaker/pipefitter etc) and recently di-
agnosed with LUNG CANCER? You may be
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Risk
free consultation! 855-259-0557 fcan5/24
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Every baby should have a chance to grow up. One way we 

do that is through extracorporeal membrane oxygenation 

(ECMO). When a preemie’s lungs aren’t strong enough to 

spread oxygen through the bloodstream, ECMO takes over. 

It’s one way our neonatal intensive-care unit is giving the 

smallest preemies the biggest chances to live. And we’re  

only getting started.

SomedayStartsToday.com/OB
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