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Local mother’s loss 
inspires nonprofit. 7.

GABBY BAQUERO 
NEWS EDITOR

Orange County commissioners 
approved a request pertaining to a 
proposed ski course on Lake Bes-
sie in Windermere, located east of 
Oakdale Street, during its March 
20 meeting.

The approval came with certain 
outlined conditions, including the 
prohibiting of the ski course for 
commercial use.

One of the applicants behind 
the request, Windermere resident 
Thomas Fry, assured they intend 
to limit usage to only private resi-
dents.

Lakefront property owners who 
spoke against the installation of 
the proposed ski course, which 
would measure 902 feet long, 
said they had concerns regarding 

County approves proposed 
ski course on Lake Bessie
The new ski course would 
measure 902 feet and 
occupy less than 1% of the 
lake’s total surface area.
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Seniors First. SEE 9.
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DPHS’ Walk for Autism 
Festival will benefit its 
Special Hearts Farm. 5.

HEART OF THE MATTER

Dr. Phillips High School freshman Brendan Valdes won the 2018 Drive, Chip & Putt competition. PAGE 11.

Golfer makes his Augusta debut

Florida by flight

Pilot and Dr. Phillips resident John Lewe has taken off from 
and landed at all 102 public, paved airports in Florida. PAGE 4.

Pilot and Dr. Phillips resident John Lewe has had a fascination with aviation from a young age. Danielle Hendrix
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THURSDAY, APRIL 12
ART HISTORY TRENDING
6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
12, at the Winter Garden Art 
Association’s SoBo Art Gallery, 
127 S. Boyd St., Winter Garden. 
“Pop Culture, Social Media 
& Instagram” is this month’s 
discussion in the series of art 
historical topics through the 
lens of today’s social media and 
pop culture trends, such as self-
ies and food pictures. Register 
at wgart.org/events/lecture-
arthistorytrending. Information 
at (407) 347-7996.

FRIENDS OF LAKE APOPKA 
MEET-AND-GREET
5:30 to 7 p.m. Thursday, April 
12, at the Winter Garden Heri-
tage Foundation, 21 E. Plant St., 
Winter Garden. Learn about the 
creation of “The Lake: A Docu-
mentary Exploring the Land 
and People of Lake Apopka,” a 
photography and painting ex-

hibit through April 25 in Winter 
Garden. (407) 656-3244.

WEST ORANGE REPUBLICAN 
WOMEN FEDERATED 
GENERAL MEETING
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 12, at the West Or-
ange Country Club, 3300 West 
Orange Country Club Drive, 
Winter Garden. Guest speakers 
are Betty Turner, administrator 
at the Russell Home for Atypical 
Children, and Bobby Olszewski, 
District 44 House representa-
tive. Buffet lunch is $20. RSVP 
to rebeccatmellen@gmail.com 
or (407) 230-5968.

FRIDAY, APRIL 13
ORLANDO BALLET’S 
‘BEST OF BROADWAY’
8 p.m. Friday, April 13, and 
Saturday, April 14; and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 15, at the Gar-
den Theatre, 160 W. Plant St., 
Winter Garden. This glittering 
spectacle honors Harriett Lake 
and highlights the greatest 

hits from some of the big-
gest Broadway shows. 

Tickets are $34 ($30 
for students and 

seniors). Fore 
more, visit gar-
dentheatre.org/
more.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14
BLUE HIKE: 
GOURDNECK SPRINGS
8 to 11:30 a.m. Saturday, April 
14, with the Oakland Nature Pre-
serve, 747 Machete Trail, Oak-
land. Join ONP President Jim 
Peterson for a guided paddle 
tour of Gourdneck Springs on 
Lake Apopka. Bring sunscreen, 
eyewear, hat, water and other 
outdoor essentials. Call (407) 
905-0054 for launch point, to 
register and to reserve a kayak.

BRIDGEWATER MIDDLE 
SCHOOL PARTY IN THE PARK
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 
14, at Deputy Scott Pine Com-
munity Park, 6865 Ficquette 
Road, Windermere. This event 
will feature kid entrepreneurs, 
food trucks, music, vendors, 
games and more. For more, visit 
bit.ly/2GJEnm1.

WINDERMERE 5K/10K 
RUN AMONG THE LAKES
7:30 to 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 14, at Windermere Town 
Hall, 520 Main St. Experience 
this beautiful and unique 5K 
run/walk and 10K run that 
travels the dirt roads of Wind-
ermere under a canopy of cen-
tury old oaks and along several 
lakes. This is a family-friendly 
event benefiting Windermere 
Parks and Recreation. (407) 
876-2563, Ext. 5321.

MONDAY, APRIL 16
EARTH DAY, HOORAY!
10:30 a.m.  Monday, April 16, 
at the Southwest Library, 7255 
Della Drive, Orlando. Celebrate 
Earth Day with nature-friendly 
stories, crafts and activities. 
Ages 2-4. (407) 835-7323.

SMARTER SENIOR 
SERIES: DOWNSIZING
6:30 p.m. Monday, April 16, at 
the Southwest Library, 7255 
Della Drive, Orlando. This 
workshop will provide informa-
tion especially for adult children 
who are helping their aging par-
ents with the difficult process of 
downsizing. Part of the Smarter 
Senior Seminar Series pre-
sented by Mike Flahaven, certi-
fied senior hours professional. 
Registration or RSVP required 
at yourfloridahaven.com or by 
calling (407) 340-5291 or (407) 
835-7323.

THURSDAY, APRIL 19
WINTER GARDEN WINE WALK
6:30 to 9 p.m. Thursday, April 
19, beginning at the market pa-
vilion, 104 S. Lakeview Ave., in 
downtown Winter Garden. Enjoy 
wine, food, music and shopping 
at the annual wine walk hosted 
by the Garden Choir. Tickets 
are $10 to $30 and available at 
wintergardenwinewalk.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
INSPIRATIONAL WOMEN’S 
RETREAT: ‘JOY IS A CHOICE’
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 
21, at St. Luke’s United Method-
ist Church, 4851 S. Apopka-Vine-
land Road, Orlando. This retreat 
will feature guest speaker Ann 
Joyner, a published Christian 
author, who will share her faith 
journey. Cost is $30 and includes 
a continental breakfast, retreat 
program, craft activity, catered 
lunch and a copy of Joyner’s 
book. For more information, 
visit st.lukes.org/umwretreat or 
contact Karen Brown, (407) 342-
4204, or Rosemary Gates, (407) 
620-8122.

TUESDAY, APRIL 24
SOUTHWEST BOOK CLUB
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 24, at the 
Southwest Branch Library, 
7255 Della Drive, Orlando. This 
month’s selection is “Small 
Great Things” by Jodi Picoult. 
Hesitating to treat the newborn 
of a white supremacist couple 
who has demanded that a white 
nurse assist them, a black nurse 
is placed on trial in the tragic 
aftermath after the baby suffers 
a cardiac crisis. The legal case 
raises painful questions and 
prompts everyone involved to 
consider their own views on 
racism and prejudice. Open to 
ages 18 or older. No registration 
required. (407) 835-7323.
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OrlandoHealth.com/Cardiology
321.841.9690

Next-Day Appointments Available for New Patients

When it comes to your heart, you deserve to be in the 
very best hands. Orlando Health has an entire institute 
dedicated to collaborative care to create the best treatment 
plan for you. When you choose Orlando Health Heart 
Institute, you choose an experienced team of 
cardiovascular experts equipped with 
the latest technology and committed 
to keeping you healthy. And with 
15 office locations throughout 
Central Florida, you have 
convenient outpatient services 
right in your own community.

 Choose a 
 team dedicated     
 to heart health . 
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Thoughtfully Sourced, Earth Friendly, Tastefully Adventurous

WE MOVED! New location inside the Dr P Phillips YMCA!
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Have breakfast or lunch with us or pickup dinner to go! 
We can take care of all your catering needs!

7000 Dr Phillips Blvd. • 407-730-3212
www.PammiesSammies.com
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THE FIRST ACADEMY
2667 Bruton Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32805
Definitively Christ-Centered, Distinctly College-Prep

N O W  E N R O L L I N G

A Christ-Centered Preschool to Grade 12 College Preparatory School

Definitively Christ-Centered, Distinctly College-Prep

407.206.8602 | www.thefirstacademy.org 

Life-Changing Spiritual Formation

World Class Teaching & Learning

Apple Distinguished School 

Award Winning Fine Arts & Athletics

Student Shadow Day begins at 7:30AM and the

Parent Sessions immediately follows at 8:00-9:00AM.

April 13, 2018  | RSVP Today 

6th GRADE 
PREVIEW EVENT

THE FIRST ACADEMY
2667 Bruton Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32805
Definitively Christ-Centered, Distinctly College-Prep

N O W  E N R O L L I N G

A Christ-Centered Preschool to Grade 12 College Preparatory School

Definitively Christ-Centered, Distinctly College-Prep

407.206.8602 | www.thefirstacademy.org 

Life-Changing Spiritual Formation

World Class Teaching & Learning

Apple Distinguished School 

Award Winning Fine Arts & Athletics

Student Shadow Day begins at 7:30AM and the

Parent Sessions immediately follows at 8:00-9:00AM.

April 13, 2018  | RSVP Today 

6th GRADE 
PREVIEW EVENT

VOTED

PRIVATE
SCHOOL

BEST COLLEGE
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100%

• Life Changing Spiritual Formation
• World Class Teaching & Learning
• Apple Distinguished School 
• Award Winning Fine Arts & Athletics

2667 Bruton Boulevard • Orlando, Florida 32805
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ERIC GUTIERREZ
STAFF WRITER

S
ome dog owners enjoy 
taking their four-legged 
friends along with them to 
dine outside of restaurants 

on days when the weather is nice. 
Some restaurants welcome their 
patrons’ dogs and even set up water 
bowls for them. 

But are they following the rules? 
It depends on whether their local 
government has an ordinance in 
place that allows for dog-friendly 
dining at restaurants. 

West Orange Chamber of Com-
merce President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer Stina D’Uva said for 
dog-friendly dining at restaurants 
to be allowed, the local governing 
body of where a restaurant is locat-
ed must have an ordinance in place 
to allow it. 

“Right now, there’s a state stat-
ute that allows for municipalities 
and counties within the state to 
enact an ordinance that would then 
— by a permit process — allow res-
taurants with outside dining areas 
to allow owners and their dog pets 
to be outside,” D’Uva said. “Cur-
rently the city of Winter Garden 
(and) the city of Orlando … already 
have an ordinance (and) a permit 
process. Unincorporated Orange 
County — like the Gotha area, Dr. 
Phillips area — does not.”

THE LOOPHOLES
Florida Statute 509.233 covers the 
rules for dog-friendly dining at 
restaurants. Dogs only are allowed 
at outside dining areas of a res-
taurant, and the restaurant must 
have sanitation measures available 
in case of accidents. Additionally, 
local municipalities are in charge of 
regulation and enforcement of the 
procedures outlined in the statute, 
among other requirements.

“There are certain things in the 
state statute that are very specific 
that would have to be adhered to,” 
D’Uva said. “Dogs are becoming 
more compatible everywhere you 
go, and we’re not talking about ser-

vice dogs. Of course, service dogs 
would be allowed inside and out-
side of an establishment no ques-
tions asked, but this is not for the 
service dog. It’s for just pets.”

D’Uva added she has been work-
ing with local officials to allow for 
dog-friendly dining at restaurants 
in West Orange.  

“We are trying to help our busi-
nesses,” D’Uva said. “The chamber 
board of directors (is) supportive 
of an ordinance that would allow 
(dog-friendly dining at restau-
rants).”

WINDERMERE
Brad Cornelius, of Wade Trim, 
works with the town of Winder-
mere and handles planning review 
and consultations. 

“The town’s code is silent to 
the issue of doggie dining,” Cor-
nelius said. “For doggie dining to 
be allowed in the town, the town 
would have to adopt an ordinance 
that puts in place the specific 
requirements for doggie dining.”

ORANGE COUNTY
Chris Testerman, assistant county 
administrator for Orange County, 
said the Orange County Board of 
County Commissioners will have 
a work session June 5 to address 
whether to adopt a dog-friendly 
dining ordinance.

“The board is going to have a 
work session to see if they want 
to adopt such an ordinance,” Tes-
terman said. “(At) the work ses-
sion, we’ll give an overview of the 
concept and the board will give us 
direction of where to go from there 
(and) whether to go forward and 
draft an ordinance to bring back 
for public hearings.”

OCOEE
The city of Ocoee also lacks a dog-
friendly dining ordinance, how-
ever, adopting one may be possible 
in the future, said City Manager 
Robert Frank.

“(Although) the issue has come 
up sporadically in the past, there 
have been no requests to look into 
the issue by restaurant owners; 

most likely due to the lack of side-
walk dining-type areas in the city,” 
Frank said. “Although we don’t 
have such an ordinance, this is one 
issue that will be addressed as the 
downtown redevelopment project 
progresses. The plan for downtown 
includes expanded-width side-
walks and pedestrian areas, so we 
will be adopting some rules for the 
use and enjoyment of these areas in 
the near future.”

OAKLAND
Oakland Town Manager Dennis 
Foltz said the town currently does 
not have many restaurants. How-
ever, he also said an ordinance is 
be something that could be con-
sidered in anticipation of more 
restaurants coming to the town.

“It is an issue that has not been 
raised,” Foltz said. “I’d like for us to 
be looking at it in anticipation (of 
more restaurants). I think it would 
be good for the commission to talk 
about early on as we’re updating 
our codes. … We don’t have the 
restaurants right now.”

Pooches permitted?
Currently, Winter Garden is the only West Orange municipality that has an ordinance allowing doggie 
dining. West Orange Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Stina D’Uva is working to change that.
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increased boat traffic, potential 
shoreline erosion and a negative 
impact on lake views and local 
wildlife.

“Lake Bessie is the smallest lake 
of the Butler Chain of Lakes,” said 
Thomas Luca, a 30-year Winder-
mere resident. “It is landlocked, 
so it is a very pristine piece of 
property. And I’m not opposed 
to people who want to do water-
skiing. But that lake, in my opin-
ion, is not large enough to really 
justify that. … This property is 
pretty much a residential prop-
erty, and it’s designed to be for 

the pleasure of the resident. Yes, 
boating is allowed on it —  but 
only by Windermere residents 
and lakefront property owners. 
It’s not accessible to the general 
public … and I think the resident 
move there because they like it 
to be quiet, and a ski track would 
attract more boat activity.”

During a presentation explain-
ing his vision for the slalom ski 
course project, Fry emphasized 
the course only would occupy less 
than 1% of the lake’s total surface 
area — an expanse of 173 acres.

“Some of the residents are 
concerned about the tremendous 
amount of boat traffic that might 

ensue by having a ski course, but 
there is no ski club, there is no ski 
school, and no other organization 
planning to use this course,” Fry 
said. “It’s simply not allowed by 
the permit.” 

Fry also argued that concerns 
regarding erosion and wild-
life disturbance should not be a 
reason to oppose the ski course 
because the watercraft used usu-
ally produces small wakes averag-
ing three to four inches high. 

In response to concerns about 
the view of the lake, Fry added 
that there would be a total of 22 
buoys dispersed throughout the 
course, and the closest distance 

to the shoreline would be 310 feet.
County staff also determined 

the use of the ski course’s buoys 
would not prohibit others from 
using the lake or create a naviga-
tional hazard because the buoys 
are made of soft plastic that can 
be easily pushed aside by boats, 
are easily visible by boaters and 
are barely visible from the shore.

“The visible portion of the 
course consists of the floating 
buoys, which are relatively unob-
trusive and do not impede the 
view of the lake,” Fry said. “They 
are less visible from a distance 
and will be placed at a minimum 
of 300 feet from the shoreline.”

DANIELLE HENDRIX
BLACK TIE EDITOR

T
ouching down at Miami 
International Airport in June 
2017, local pilot John Lewe felt 
a sense of pride and accom-
plishment run through him.

First, it was because he didn’t 
mess that opportunity up or make 
any mistakes in the process. But 
mostly, it was because he knew 
he’d finally accomplished his goal 
of taking off from and landing at 
all 102 airports in Florida.

FASCINATION OF FLYING
Lewe, a Dr. Phillips resident, grew 
up in Chicago and first became 
enamored with airplanes when 
he was about 7 years old.

“My parents had gotten 
divorced, and my mother had 
remarried a South African,” he 
said. “I ended up spending a lot 
of time flying across the ocean in 
a 747, and it was just the coolest 
thing. My dad stayed in Illinois, 
and my mom had moved to South 
Africa with her new husband, 
so I would go back and forth in 
the summers and Christmas and 
whatnot.

“It was so neat, and back then 
they actually let you go up in the 
cockpit,” he said. “Being a 7-year-
old kid in the cockpit of a 747 — it 
was the coolest thing.”

His fascination with aircraft and 
the piloting aspect never left. In 
1997, when he was 27 years old, he 
decided to fulfill his lifelong dream 
of obtaining a pilot’s license.

Lewe completed his first solo 
flight at 12.3 hours and later 
received his license at 65 hours. 
But flying in Chicago presents the 
challenge of a limited amount of 
good flying weather — especially 
for someone who mainly flew on 
Saturdays. He increased his total 
flying time to 98 hours but then 
moved to Orlando with his wife, 
Rachel.

The couple had their daughter, 
Kate, and for 14 years, he put fly-
ing aside to focus on his family and 
his business, a software company 
called Aspire Technologies Inc. 
But as his daughter grew up and 
his company became more estab-
lished, the itch to get back into fly-
ing came in 2015.

He found a flight school and 
instructor in 2015 to refresh his 

piloting skills and invested in his 
four-seater plane, a Cessna 172S, 
currently based at the Odyssey 
Aviation FBO at Kissimmee Gate-
way Airport. Although he owns 
it, he leases it out to a local flight 
school, Aerostar Training Servic-
es, which helps mitigates his costs.

After easing back into the world 
of aviation, he decided to chal-
lenge himself with a new goal — to 
take off from and land at all 102 
airports in Florida.

“You can learn things in books, 
but the only way to get real-world 
experience (is) actually talk-
ing to people and experiencing 
things (and) just to get out there 
and do it,” Lewe said. “I figured, 

what better way to do that than 
to basically just go to every single 
airport? I was going to talk to dif-
ferent controllers and controlling 
agencies and towers, learn dif-
ferent procedures and different 
things. It’s a really great way to 
learn something.”

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS 
Because there is no defined list of 
all the airports across the state, 
Lewe researched online and 
found bits of information, which 
he then put together to discover 
that there are 102 public, paved 
airports in Florida. He set off on 
his journey in March 2015.

“Florida has so many interest-
ing airports, so rather than just 
practicing with the instructor in 
the pattern and practice area, I 
asked the instructor if we could 
start doing some cross-country 
flights to give me more of the 
hands-on, actual practical expe-
rience I would need,” he said.

In aviation, a cross-country 
flight is defined as one that spans 
at least 50 nautical meters from 
the original point of departure. He 
and the instructor went on cross-
country flights doing touch-and-
go landings and take-offs. After 
the first eight airports, Lewe start-
ed out on his own.

“To be efficient in landing at 
all these airports, each trip was a 
string of airports,” he said. “The 
largest string was 10 airports in 
four-and-one-half hours. Doing 
those strings was a technical chal-
lenge that really sharpened my 
skills. … If I just flew to one air-
port a weekend, this would have 
taken me eight years or something 
like that, so I had to string them 
together. I would geographically 

decide which airports to fly to in a 
string in order to get me the most 
efficient route of getting the most 
number of airports.”

He flew just about every Satur-
day for two-and-one-half years 
and captured video footage of his 
landing at every airport using oPro 
HERO4 cameras in the cockpit and 
on the wing. He even got to fly into  
a restricted airspace once as he did 
a low approach over the 15,000-
foot NASA shuttle-landing facil-
ity.

FLIGHT FEAT COMPLETE
It all paid off in June 2017, when 
Lewe landed at his final airport 
on his list: Miami International. 
He accomplished his goal with 
about 250 total hours of flight 
time logged.

“I was elated,” he said. “It was so 
neat, because it was such a big air-
port and you really felt like part of 
the really professional lair of indi-
viduals going through that whole 
process and doing it right. That 
felt really good.”

With his original goal accom-
plished, Lewe now plans to stop at 
airports with restaurants so he can 
spend more time getting to know 
the different airports and the peo-
ple who work at them.

Eventually, he plans to fly to the 
Bahamas, which he said will be 
a great new learning experience 
because it includes all the require-
ments for leaving the United States 
and re-entering by plane.

“When you really think about it, 
all I did was just day by day took a 
couple more steps, and then all of a 
sudden it’s like, ‘Wow, I’ve landed 
at every airport in Florida now,’” 
he said. “That felt really good.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ski course coming to Lake Bessie

LEWE’S LIST
n Public Airports in Florida: 
102
n First Airport: Orlando 
Executive
n Last Airport: Miami Inter-
national
n Smallest Airport: Cedar 
Key (2,300-foot runway)
n Largest Airport: Miami 
International
n Favorite Airports: Albert 
Whitted, Merritt Island, 
Arcadia Municipal, Venice 
Municipal, Airglades, Peter O. 
Knight, St. George Island

Flight-seeing in Florida

Courtesy photoJohn Lewe will sometimes take his wife, Rachel, on flights with him.

“You can learn things in books, but the only way to get 

real-world experience and actually talking to people and 

experiencing things is just to get out there and do it.” 

— John Lewe
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The West Orange Chamber of Commerce presents

Celebrating
Extraordinary
Women
An evening of cocktails and conversation

April 25 • ShowcaseWG

This is your opportunity to meet some of West Orange County’s leading women, 
with plenty of time for cocktails and conversation. Join us April 25 at ShowcaseWG 

in Winter Garden for the latest Celebrating Extraordinary Women event!

Attendees will enjoy getting to know each of our featured guests in this engaging, 
“round-robin” style event. Featured speakers include:

• Julie Kleffel, Executive Vice President & Head of Community Banking,  
Seacoast Bank; Orlando Business Journal 2017 Business Executive of the Year

• Suneera Madhani, Founder & CEO, Fattmerchant

• Stacey Papp, Creative Designer & Founder, Bay Hill Jewelers

• Tiffany Moore Russell, Orange County Clerk of Courts

• Jamie Seh, Sports Director, News 6 WKMG

Tickets available at wochamber.com.
Chamber member advance rate: $36
Non-member & at the door rate: $46

Kleffel Papp Russell SehMadhani

Presenting 
Sponsor

Event 
Sponsor
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www.westorangehabitat.org 27
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Re-decorating?
Donate your gently used furniture, 

appliances, light fixtures
to the ReStore. 

Someone can use your treasures 
for their re-decorating.

Call (407)905-0406 for FREE pick-up. 
Or come in to shop!

 13369 West Colonial Drive
(between 9th and Dillard Street, behind Taco Bell in Winter Garden)

Hours:  Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm
Saturday, 8 am to 4 pm. Closed Sunday

Announcing the start of our own Imagination Station. 
Get details in the ReStore or on our Facebook page.

• Wills/Advance Directives
• Estates
• Corporation/LLC
• Commercial transactions
• Landlord/Tenant
• Real estate: Contracts,
   Closings, Short Sales,
   Deed in Lieu
• And other matters

Attorney At Law • 407-656-5521
425 S. Dillard St. • Winter Garden, FL 34787

Blair M. Johnson

Proudly serving West Orange County for over 36 years.

www.blairjohnsonlaw.com
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FREE HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE AND 

ELECTRONICS COLLECTION

Saturday, April 14, 2018
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Orange County Services Building
475 W. Story Road · Ocoee

Paints · Pesticides · Propane Tanks 
Cooking Oil · Fluorescent Bulbs 

Computers · Cell Phones · Car Fluids

For more information, visit
 www.ocfl.net/HHW
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ERIC GUTIERREZ
STAFF WRITER

Dr. Phillips High School will honor 
Autism Awareness month Sat-
urday, April 14, with its Walk for 
Autism Festival.

“The autism walk that we’re 
having … helps raise money and 
supports our Special Hearts Farm, 
which is our on-campus job site for 
students with autism and intellec-
tual disabilities,” said Kathy Mee-
na, who teaches students with 
autism and intellectual disabilities 
at DPHS. 

In addition to raising money for 
the Special Hearts Farm, the pur-
pose of the walk is to help raise 
awareness for individuals with 
autism and intellectual disabilities.

The festival begins at 9 a.m. and 
will be held at the Bill Spoone sta-
dium. The cost is $5 to participate 
in the walk. Shirts will be avail-
able for $20, and donations will be 
accepted to benefit the farm. 

The event is organized by the 
schools Youth PALS club. PALS 
stands for “Providing Autism Links 
and Support.” The PALS program 
is sponsored by the University of 
Central Florida Center for Autism 
and Related Disabilities (CARD).

Attendees will enjoy a variety of 
vendors, food trucks, coffee and 
doughnuts from Krispy Kreme, 
Papa John’s pizza, bounce houses, 
a petting zoo of animals from the 

Special Hearts Farm and a perfor-
mance of a shortened version of 
“The Lion King” featuring theater 
students and students with autism 
and intellectual disabilities, Meena 
said.

“A lot of the vendors are compa-
nies that specialize in serving indi-
viduals with autism,” Meena said. 
“The theater magnet students 
actually mentored and have taught 
our kids with autism and intellec-
tual disabilities ‘The Lion King.’ ... 
We’ll be performing four songs and 
a couple of speaking parts. We’ll do 
that right at the beginning of the 
walk after the national anthem.”

In addition to the vendors, the 
Special Hearts Farm will be sell-
ing handmade goats-milk soap 
and rustic signs. The soaps come 
in a variety of scents and cost $5 
each. Additionally, members will 
be selling special soaps shaped as 
a puzzle piece in honor of Autism 
Awareness Month, Meena said.

The soaps and signs are made 
by DPHS students with autism 
and intellectual disabilities as part 
of the farm. Selling the soaps and 
the signs is a way to teach the stu-
dents the business side of farming, 
Meena said.

The farm, now in its fourth year, 
gives Meena’s students a meaning-
ful task during the school day and 
has gained attention support from 
the community. 

“We’ve had lot of guests (who) 

have come to see and tour the 
farm,” Meena said. “We’ve had our 
School Board member, Pam Gould 
(tour the farm), and she’s become a 
big supporter of our farm. … She’s 
brought a lot of folks to see the 
farm.”

Although farm has had success 
at DPHS, Meena worries about 
what lies ahead for her students 
after they graduate.

“What we really need is an 
overall exposure on the lack of 
programs for kids with autism 
and intellectual disabilities (offer-
ing) meaningful job experiences,” 
Meena said. “Our main concern is 
… what’s going to happen to them 
when they age out? So, we really 
want to bring awareness not only 
to autism but (also) to the fact that 
we need to continue as a commu-
nity to find meaningful experienc-
es for them to do and opportuni-
ties once they age out of the public 
school system.”

Walk for Autism Festival will 
benefit DP’s Special Hearts Farm
The farm gives Dr. Phillips High students with autism and 
other disabilities an opportunity to learn a variety of skills.

IF YOU GO
DR. PHILLIPS WALK 
FOR AUTISM FESTIVAL 
WHEN: 9 a.m. Saturday, 
April 14
WHERE: Dr. Phillips High 
School, 6500 Turkey Lake 
Road, Orlando
INFORMATION: bit.
ly/2JwtsJZ
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The  Experts  in  Memory  Care
“With my Moms type of Dementia, I couldn’t provide the 24 
hour supervision and stimulation that my Mom required for 
a quality of life. I researched residential centers for months 
and Serenades was the only one that fit our needs of a caring, 
cheerful, stimulating home. I love that I have a key and can 
come and go to see her as I choose. I can’t say enough about 
the wonderful, loving care she gets.”
        Barbara B.

serenadesbysonata.com ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY #12328

CALL TODAY FOR A
TOUR! 

720 Roper Road • Winter Garden, FL 34787 • 407-614-8680
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IN OCOEE
407-905-7898 

www.maguireroadstorage.com
maguireroadstorage@cfl.rr.com

IN WINTER GARDEN
407-654-3037 

www.stoneybrookweststorage.com
stoneybrookwestss@cfl.rr.com

So local, it feels 
like your garage!

Call
Today!

27
06

05
27
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50

Trane Comfort Specialists. Quality Work & Customer 
Satisfaction is our #1 Priority
Call us and catch a great deal!

407-470-7014

Get hooked on 
great Service!

www.DuncansACOrlando.com

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE

1319 Green Forest Ct, Suite 412
Winter Garden, FL 34787

ETHICS. Florida Gov. Rick Scott 
signed SB 186, otherwise known 
as the resign-to-run law. The 
bill requires elected officials who 
qualify for federal public office 
to resign from the office they 
presently hold if the terms run 
simultaneously.

FIRST-RESPONDERS. Law-
makers approved SB 376, which 
defines post-traumatic stress 
disorder as an occupational 
disease for first responders, such 
as firefighters, police, para-
medics and emergency medi-
cal technicians. Under this bill, 
workers compensation benefits 
are expanded to include PTSD. 
Before the passing of this bill, 
first responders were eligible for 
worker’s compensation for job-
related PTSD only if accompa-
nied by a physical injury that kept 
them from returning to duty.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME. 
Scott signed a bill known as the 
Sunshine Protection Act that 
would allow the state to stay in 
daylight saving time year-round, 
which would place Florida out 
of pace with the East Coast. 
The bill, however, will require 
approval from Congress.

HIGHER EDUCATION. Legisla-
tors passed SB 4, a bill permitting 
students to use certain Florida 
Bright Futures Scholarship 
Program awards (The Florida 
Academic Scholars and Florida 
Medallion Scholars Award) for 
summer term enrollment begin-
ning this year.

SCHOOL SAFETY. In a contro-
versial move, lawmakers passed 
SB 7026 in response to the recent 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland. 
The bill appropriates $400 mil-
lion for school hardening; safety 
and mental health programs; 
includes change to background 

checks; raises the minimum age 
to purchase a gun from 18 to 21; 
outlaws the sale and possession 
of bump stocks; provides mea-
sures to keep firearms away from 
those diagnosed with a mental 
illness; and establishes a vol-
untary school marshal program 
allowing certain school person-
nel to carry firearms on a school 
campus.

PUBLIC RECORDS. SB 
7024, which was unanimously 
approved by the House, makes 
the address of a victim of an 
incident of mass violence exempt 
from any public records require-
ment. The bill defines an act of 
mass violence as an incident 
in which four or more people, 
excluding the perpetrator, are 
severely and intentionally injured 
or killed. The exemption provi-
sion has an expiration date of Oct. 
2, 2023, unless the Legislature 
reviews and saves the exemption 
from being repealed before then.

NURSING HOMES. Follow-
ing the 13 heat-related deaths of 
patients from a nursing home in 
Broward County after Hurricane 
Irma knocked out electricity last 
September, lawmakers passed a 
bill that requires nursing homes 
and assisted-living facilities to 
have emergency generators in the 
event of a power outage.

K-12 EDUCATION. With the 
passing of HB 7055, Florida 
became the first state to offer 
private-school vouchers to par-
ents whose students are bullied 
or physically attacked in their 
public schools. The so-called 
“Hope Scholarship Program,” 
will be funded by sales taxes from 
vehicle purchases.  

SALES TAX HOLIDAYS. The 
approved budget also includes a 
provision that kept the three-day 
Back to School sales tax holi-

day and expanded the Disaster 
Preparedness sales tax holiday to 
seven days, permitting Floridians 
to save on qualifying storm sup-
plies for hurricane season. The 
Back-To-School sales tax holiday 
will be from Aug. 1 to 3, and the 
hurricane preparedness sales tax 
holiday will be from June 1 to 7. 

CONSUMER FINANCE. HB 
386, which was also approved by 
the governor March 19, has a pro-
vision establishing a maximum 
delinquency charge that may be 
charged for consumer finance 
loans and allow certain loans to 
be repaid in periodic installments 
every two weeks, semimonthly 
or monthly — rather than only 
monthly, as was the case under 
previous laws. The maximum 
charge is $15 per default if one 
payment is due in a month; $7.50 
for two payments; and $5 per 
default for three payments.

NON-NATIVE ANIMALS. SB 
168, which also was signed by 
the governor, establishes a pilot 
program for the eradication of 
priority invasive species for the 
Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission and specifies 
procedures for the capture and 
disposal of animals considered 
invasive species. The bill defines 
the term “priority invasive spe-
cies” to include tegu lizards, red 
lionfish, common lionfish and 
devil firefish.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE. SB 1392 
appropriates $1.75 million for the 
purpose of creating a centralized 
criminal justice data collection; 
provides for the establishment of 
civil citation and prearrest diver-
sion programs intended to reduce 
juvenile arrests; and requires 
the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement to adopt rules that 
provide an avenue for expung-
ing nonjudicial arrest records of 
minors who successfully com-
plete a diversion program.

MARRIAGE LICENSE. Florida 
legislators also passed a bill that 
bans marriage under age 17 and 
requires parental consent if 
17-year-olds wish to marry. If 
the 17-year-old receives paren-
tal approval, he or she still is 
restricted from marrying anyone 
more than two years older.

How will the Legislature’s
new bills affect your life?
After extending its 2018 session by two days, the Florida Legis-

lature successfully passed 200 bills.
During its two-day extended session, the state House and 

Senate were able to agree on an $88.7 million budget. And in the 
weeks prior, lawmakers passed major legislation relating to concerns 
of school safety following the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in February; workers compensation for first-responders 
diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder; emergency genera-
tors for nursing homes; and a permanent expansion of the Bright 
Futures Scholarships funding for college students. 

— GABBY BAQUERO



DANIELLE HENDRIX
BLACK TIE EDITOR

T
here are times when 
Jenna Dail sees a random 
blue balloon — trapped 
in a tree, stuck in a gut-

ter, floating along in the sky — and 
immediately feels a sense of hope.

It’s always a blue balloon, and 
she believes it’s never a coin-
cidence. It’s a sign her boys are 
always there, even though they 
aren’t physically.

Dail, a Winter Springs resident, 
and her husband are parents of four 
children — “two here to hold and 
two we long to see again in heaven,” 
she said. They lost their twin boys 
— Grady Dean and Ryder Dylan — 
three years ago. She went into labor 
at Florida Hospital in September 
2014 at 22 weeks pregnant. Grady 
lived for three hours after birth; 
Ryder was born sleeping.

Through her pain and grieving, 
she felt as though God wanted to 
use her story to help other women 
in similar situations, and that’s 
where the story of her Orlando-

THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2018

  BLACK          TIE
ORANGEOBSERVER.COM

Out of the blue
After losing her twin boys prematurely, Jenna Dail finds hope in her family’s story — 

and purpose for the boys’ lives — through her nonprofit The Color Blue and Hope.

Photos by Mindy Dunlap

Above: Jenna Dail and her family have found healing and hope through their mission of serving moms on 
bedrest.

Top: Boxes of Hope are given to mothers on bed rest and those admitted to the hospital long-term.

SEE SPREADING PAGE 8
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with single coupon
from 7:00pm - 12:00am 

Expires 4/30/18

One Free Glass
of Wine
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based nonprofit, The Color Blue 
and Hope, began.

THE COLOR BLUE
Three-and-one-half years ago, 
Dail was placed on bed rest for 
about a month at a hospital in 
Miami, four hours away from her 
family and friends in Orlando. 
She was diagnosed with twin-to-
twin transfusion syndrome, a rare, 
serious condition that can occur in 
pregnancies when identical twins 
share a placenta and blood flows 
unevenly between the babies.

She underwent a laser surgery 
to correct the TTTS, but her water 
broke, and she was given an amni-
opatch. 

“I couldn’t even sit up while 
eating; I wasn’t allowed to roll to 
my side,” she said. “Through that 
journey, I realized there was noth-
ing there — I didn’t have fam-
ily to go to the store to buy stuff I 
needed, because everyone was here 
in Orlando. I needed lotion — my 
skin was peeling, because I hadn’t 
showered for so long. Finally after 
a few days of begging (for lotion), a 
nurse brought her own lotion from 
home. That’s where the Boxes of 
Hope came to mind: I was like, ‘Oh 
my gosh, there needs to be a service 
or box to give to these moms when 
they’re here long-term.”

After Dail went into premature 
labor in September 2014 and ulti-
mately lost both sons, her way of 
dealing with the grief was through 
writing and journaling. She wanted 
to write to be able to remember and 
look back on their journey, so she 
started a blog called “The Color 
Blue,” named for the boys.

“The color blue is the boys,” she 
said. “The boys were born pre-
mature in September, which is (a) 
sapphire (birthstone). I had friends 
who came to visit, and they gave 
me bracelets with the boys’ birth-
stones on it. Ever since then, the 
color blue is the boys. If I see blue 
anywhere, it’s them. The ‘hope’ 
part (of the nonprofit’s name) is 
the hope that I found in our story.”

SPREADING LOVE AND HOPE
From Dail’s own experience, she 
realized there was a need in both 
hospitals and the community. 
That was the need for supplying 
women in similar situations with 
things necessary for long-term 
hospital stays. 

Boxes of Hope are provided to 
women who are on bed rest, and 
Boxes of Love can be curated and 
sent to women who have lost a 
baby. The mission is always to 

spread hope in seasons that feel 
hopeless, she said.

Boxes of Hope contain items 
such as facial wipes, deodorant, 
books, stationery, combs, colored 
pencils, nail polish, lotion and 
hand sanitizer — anything moms 
might need or want while staying 
in the hospital.

The organization became a non-
profit in early 2017 and partners 
primarily with Florida Hospital, 
where Grady and Ryder were born. 
The hospital serves a few dozen 
mothers on bed rest or those with 
high-risk pregnancies each month.

“The moms are looking at the 
box as a gift from the nurse, and 
it’s helped create this strong bond 
and relationship between the mom 
and nurse,” Dail said. “We’ve heard 
from moms who say it’s been a 
reminder to them that there’s still 
hope in their story and not to give 
up and they’re not alone.”

To date, The Color Blue and 
Hope has packed and distributed 
about 400 Boxes of Hope.

Boxes of Love serve as a remind-
er that the mother has loved ones 
supporting her. Friends and fam-
ily can choose items to fill a Box 
of Love, and it will be sent to the 
mother along with a personalized 
note and support resources. 

“It’s an emotional roller-coast-
er,” Dail said. “First and foremost, it 
keeps me going. I feel like if I didn’t 
have this mission at hand, I’d feel 
hopeless in our story. It gives our 
boys purpose and that gives me 
drive instead of being stuck in a 
dark place. … It’s been good to see 
and hear their names being spoken 
so often now, so it keeps their sto-
ry going and gives them purpose, 
which in return helps me heal.”
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THE COLOR 
BLUE AND HOPE
Facebook: facebook.com/
thecolorblueandhope
Instagram: 
thecolorblueandhope

600 CAMPAIGN
Dail’s organization has 
launched its “600 Campaign,” 
which aims to help 600 
women by packing and dis-
tributing 600 boxes. Florida 
Hospital South alone serves 
600 mothers on bed rest an-
nually, and her goal is to serve 
each of those women through 
The Color Blue and Hope.

To donate or volunteer for 
the cause, learn more about 
the boxes or help with the 
600 Campaign, visit thecolor 
blueandhope.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7



WINDERMERE OBSERVER   |   THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2018               9

27
04

72
26

78
86

Saturday, May 5, 2018 
5:00pm-10:00pm

$100 per person in advance 
$150 per person day of event

144th Kentucky Derby!
To Purchase Tickets Visit www.wojsl.com 

Or email: wojslcorrespondence@gmail.com
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   1801 E. Colonial Dr., Suite 112
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For Seniors First’s an-
nual High Tea & Hats 
fundraising event — 

held April 8 at the Ritz-
Carlton Orlando, Grande 
Lakes — attendees were 
encouraged to get cre-
ative with their hats, and 
they didn’t disappoint. 

Some were adorned in 
brightly colored bows and 
flowers, while others were 
meticulously crafted with 
jewels, miniature figu-
rines, feathers and more. 

Guests enjoyed a lively 
afternoon tea, a hat pa-
rade and contest and a 
silent auction. Proceeds 
from the event, now in its 
11th year, benefit seniors 
needing services from 
Seniors First.

— DANIELLE HENDRIX

Nita Stanoytchev, Jackie Siegel, Mary Carpousis and Mala Lindsay struck a pose 
in the photo booth.

Linda Fledell and Judy Mazzotta donned 
some of the most colorful hats around the 
room.

Magic 107.7 
personalities 
Chad Pitt 
and Leslye 
Gale served 
as judges 
for the hat 
parade.

Seniors First’s High Tea & Hats 2018
Amy Pennock enjoyed a fun afternoon out with her daughters Madison, 
left, Delaney and Savannah.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Advertise your Services or Events

on this page weekly.
This page appears weekly in the Windermere Observer and online at 

orangeobserver.com.

To advertise in the Church Directory
call 407-656-2121 or email

AdvertiseNow@orangeobserver.com 27
10
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EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
4950 S. Apopka-Vineland Rd., Orlando 
Sun.Serv 8:30am, 10:30am, 5:30pm. 
407-876-3480  
www.ascension-orlando.org

Non-Denominational
HAVEN OF GRACE 
BIBLE CHURCH
13520 Foxcrest Blvd.
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Services 9:30 and 10:30AM
407-952-0510

Matthew’s Hope Chest Creations
• Custom Furniture
• Repaired, Refinished and
 Repurposed Wood Furniture
• Pallet Art & Furniture

Follow us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/MatthewsHopeChest/

Visit our New Workshop Location at 930 Carter Rd. Suite #311, Winter Garden
1/4 Mile North of W. Colonial Dr.  •  407.905.9500 • 8am-5pm Mon - Sat
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We Proudly offer:
• Traditional Burial 

and Cremation 
Services

• Prearranged 
Funeral Services     

407-656-2233
www.baldwinfairchild.com
428 E. Plant Street
Winter Garden, FL 34787

Baldwin Fairchild Funeral Home
Winter Garden
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For the 
celebration of 
a lifetime, let 
us plan every 

detail.

352-394-8228
921 S. US Hwy 27 • Minneola, FL

One block north of Citrus Tower

www.cremationchoicesfl.com

Direct 
Cremation

$675
Plus Container

We offer a non-traditional setting 
for families to feel comfortable 
when planning for themselves 
or their loved ones. For more 
information and a complete list 
of prices, please visit our website: 
www.cremationchoicesfl.com

“Cremation Choices 
offers an affordable 
alternative to expensive 
funeral homes and 
cremation services in the 
Central Florida area.”
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“Because You Care”
Family Owned & Operated

(407) 695-CARE (2273)
www.DEGusipEFunERAlHomE.Com

Maitland
9001 N.  Orlando Ave.

Maitland,  FL 32751
West Orange

1400 Matthew Paris  Blvd.
Ocoee,  FL 34761

Sanford 
905 Laurel  Ave.

Sanford,  FL 32771

www.DeGusipeFuneralHome.com

“Family Owned & Operated”

All  Inclusive Direct  Cremation $795

(407)695-CARE (2273)

three lOcatiOns FOr yOur cOmFOrt
Maitland

9001 N.Orlando Ave.
Maitland, FL 32751

West Orange
1400 Mathew Paris Blvd.

Ocoee, FL 34761

Sanford
905 Laurel Ave.

Sanford, FL 32771

All Inclusive 
Direct 

Cremation
$795

www.winteroakfuneralhome.com
1132 E. Plant Street, Winter Garden, FL 34787  •   LIC #F080822

“We have the largest chapel in West Orange County.”
Owned and operated by the Romano family.

“That’s My Wish” Direct Cremation for:
$795.00 Call for details

407-614-8350                         

“Home of the 
area’s first certified 

therapy dog. 
Feel free to stop 
in and say hello

 to Charley Girl!”
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You.
Your Neighbors.

Your Neighborhood.

WILLIE LEE ‘LIGHTNING’ 
LIGHTNER
DIED WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2018

Willie Lee ‘Lightning’ Lightner, 
73, of Winter Garden, Florida 
departed this life on Wednes-
day, April 4, 2018.

Willie was born  on May 16, 
1944 to the late Willie Mae 
Lightner and Willie B. Patter-
son in Clayton, Alabama.  He 
worked in the citrus industry 
for several years. 

Willie is survived by his wife, 
Dorothy Lightner; stepchildren, 
Darrol (Gretchen) Ward, Chan-
tina Hayes and Danza Petty; 
10 siblings; 15 grandchildren; a 
host of other relatives and many 
friends. 

Visitation will be held from 5 
to 7 p.m. Friday, April 13, at St. 
Paul AME Church, 330 Center 
St., Winter Garden. A service 
of celebration will be held at 
11 a.m. Saturday, April 14, at 
the church. Interment at Win-
ter Garden Cemetery. Postell’s 
Mortuary is providing service 
for the Lightner family.
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JUDY RUSSELL 
DIED FEB. 13, 2018.

Judy Russell was a beloved wife, 
mother, Gran, sister, mother-
in-law, sister-in-law, aunt, 
and friend. The love for Judy 
will never die, because love 
never dies. Judy Russell passed 
away February 13, 2018 in her 
home surrounded by many of 
those who loved and cared for 
her. 

Despite life’s obstacles, 
Judy radiated a grace and dig-
nity that is rare to find. When 
asked by a minister if there was 
anyone she needed to make 
amends to before she died, the 
family noted that Judy had no 
one who had anything but love 
both from Judy and for Judy.

The world, as well as Judy’s 
husband, her four children, and 
all of her family and friends lost 
a beautiful part of their lives. 
However, Judy’s gift of love will 
live on within each and every 
person whose life she touched. 

Judith Joyce Russell was born 
Nov. 6, 1942 in Stafford Kan-
sas.  She was the daughter of 
the late Marjorie and Anthone 
Polzin.

Judy is survived by her lov-
ing husband of 54 years, Ron 
Russell of Ocoee, Florida. She 
is survived by four children, 
Cindy Fabry and her husband, 
Paul, of Winter Garden, Flor-
ida; Andria Cadman, of Kan-
sas City, Missouri; Tom Rus-
sell, of Kansas City, Missouri; 
and Diana Harmon and her 

husband, Bob, of Alpharetta, 
Georgia. Judy, better known 
as Gran, is also survived by 12 
beautiful and loving grandchil-
dren and their spouses; as well 
as 16 great grandchildren. Judy 
is survived by many nieces and 
nephews who loved her dearly.

In addition, Judy is survived 
by two sisters, Melinda Amio 
and Deanna Hamaker and two 
brothers, David Polzin and 
Steven Polzin. Judy was pre-
ceded in death by her brother, 
Michael Polzin.

The family wishes to 
acknowledge their overwhelm-
ing gratitude to Judy’s wonder-
ful and dedicated caregivers, 
Sharita Wright and Lupe Cis-
neros.  Both Sharita and Lupe 
have become a valuable part of 
our family, taking Ron under 
their wings, as well. The family 
also wants to thank Kim Hogan, 
their neighbor, who provided 
help and support throughout 
Judy’s battle with dementia. 
Arrangements entrusted to 
Collison Family Funeral Home, 
3806 Howell Branch Road, 
Winter Park, FL, 32792; (407) 
678-4500.

MARY BRENNAN, 94, of Winter 
Garden, died Sunday, Feb. 25, 
2018. Baldwin-Fairchild Funeral 
Home, Winter Garden.

KAM MICHAEL CHENG, 76, of 
Windermere, died Thursday, 
March 8, 2018. DeGusipe Funeral 
Home & Crematory — West Or-
ange Chapel.

ROBERT NEAL “BOB” FAIR-
CHILD, 67, of Winter Garden, 
died Monday, Feb. 19, 2018. 
Baldwin-Fairchild Funeral Home, 
Winter Garden.

YOLANDE GABBAI, 90, of Winter 
Garden, died Monday, March 19, 
2018. Baldwin-Fairchild Funeral 
Home, Winter Garden.

DELORES BRUTON GAY, 79, 
of Winter Garden, died Friday, 
Feb. 23, 2018. Baldwin-Fairchild 
Funeral Home, Winter Garden.

CHRISTIAN LESTANT MER-
IZALDE, 26, of Winter Garden, 
died Wednesday, March 14, 2018. 
DeGusipe Funeral Home & Cre-
matory — West Orange Chapel.



Windermere girls track wins Metro West

SPORTS
APRIL 12, 2018

Seventh-grader Mia Williams is verbally committed 
to the Florida Gators and is making an impact for 
Windermere Prep this spring.  Page 12.

1 Dr. Phillips senior 
Avinash Jawahir 
placed third in the 

state in the 169-pound 
weight class at the FHSAA 
Boys Weightlifting State 
Championships last week-
end. Jawahir benched 310 
pounds and successfully 
cleaned-and-jerked 295 
pounds for a meet total of 
605 pounds. His clean-
and-jerk lift is a school re-
cord. Teammate Shaquille 
Kellyman placed seventh 
in the 219-pound class.

2 The Windermere 
Prep middle-school 
girls tennis team 

won the Great Orlando 
Athletic Conference 
championship last week. 
Congratulations to 
Reagan Parker, Carissa 
Ruiz, Reese Parker and 
Isabella Scherer on a job 
well done.

3 Dr. Phillips senior 
girls wrestler Remy 
Vargas, a state 

champion, has committed 
to wrestle collegiately at 
the University of James-
town in North Dakota 
— making her the first 
female wrestler from Dr. 
Phillips to advance to a 
college career. Vargas 
went 18-1 last season.

4 Olympia High se-
nior Thomas Russo 
— a two-sport 

varsity athlete — also has 
excelled in the classroom 
and will be recognized 
as a 2018 valedictorian. 
Russo competes for the 
Titans in swimming and 
water polo.

5 CFCA senior Caleb 
Brenyo signed to 
play his college foot-

ball for Geneva College 
in Pittsburgh last week. 
Brenyo was a leader for 
the Eagles last season, 
starting at quarterback 
and helping to guide a 
young program through 
its first season under new 
coach Jeremy Campbell.
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The Metro West Conference 
Championship for boys and girls 
track and field took place April 7 
at Deputy Scott Pine Community 
Park — home of the Windermere 
High Wolverines.

The meet, which included all 
10 schools from the western half 
of Orange County’s Metro Con-
ference, was dominated by local 
teams, with upstart Windermere 

High winning the girls champi-
onship and West Orange High 
winning the boys championship.

“It’s a huge stepping stone for 
the program — it creates a stan-
dard,” Windermere head coach 
Jason Greer said. “And our boys 
are not too far behind. I’m very 
proud of both programs.”

Individual highlights for local 
competitors at Windermere, Dr. 
Phillips and Olympia included 
several first-place finishes.

For Windermere, Amaya Ugarte 
won both the girls high jump and 
long jump competitions; Dani-
elle Ficka won both the girls shot 
put and discus throw; and Onix 
Ortiz won both the boys 800- and 

STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

The Wolverines took first 
place at the Metro West 
Conference Conference 
Championship this April 7.

SEE TRACK PAGE 12

Steven  

Ryzewski 
Amaya 
Ugarte 
won the 
girls high 
jump and 
long jump 
events.

Courtesy photo

Brendan Valdes and the Drive, 
Chip & Putt competition go back 
a few years.

Back in 2014, Valdes was cast 
for the first commercial for the 
upstart national event, and he 
also was pictured in an ad for it.

A talented junior golfer, the Dr. 
Phillips resident and Orange Tree 
Golf Club member competed in 
the competition that year — and 
each year after — with the goal of 
making it to the event’s national 
finals, held at none other than 
Augusta National Golf Club.

But it wasn’t until this year that 
Valdes — now a freshman at Dr. 
Phillips High — finally was able 
to advance all the way through the 
local, sub-regional and regional 
rounds of the national tourna-
ment and make it to Augusta.

Of course, the local golfer did 
more than just make it to the 
mecca of golf in America. Val-
des had a “Sunday moment” at 
Augusta National. He bested the 
competition April 1, even edging 
the event’s runner-up in a playoff 
tiebreaker, to win the 14-15 boys 
division of the 2018 Drive, Chip 
& Putt. Two-time Master’s win-
ner Ben Crenshaw presented the 
championship trophy to Valdes.

Back practicing at his home 
course last week, where a banner 
hangs from the clubhouse to cel-
ebrate his accomplishment, Val-
des couldn’t help but smile when 
describing the experience — and 
Augusta.

“Word can’t explain it,” Valdes 
said. “Just getting to one of the 
nicest courses of the world and 
being able to play on that course 
— to drive on that course and chip 
on that course, it’s mind-blow-
ing. … It’s the perfect golf course.”

After coming up short in his 
past four tries, Valdes admit-
ted he had some nerves when he 
arrived in Georgia, but he said he 

         Awesome at  

Augusta
Brendan Valdes traveled 
to Augusta National Golf 
Club earlier this month 
and won his division of 
the 2018 Drive, Chip & 
Putt competition.

Photo by Steven Ryzewski

Brendan Valdes, pictured here at his home course of Orange Tree Golf Club, is motivated to get back to 
Augusta National one day and compete in The Master’s.

STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

SEE GOLF PAGE 12
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State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

1211007

Shannon Till, Agent
Fowler’s Grove 3279 Daniels Rd

Winter Garden, FL  34787
Toll Free: 855-742-1591
www.shannontill.com

State Farm® has a long tradition 
of being there. That’s one reason 
why I’m proud to support West 
Orange county..
Get to a better State®.
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Winter Garden, FL  34787
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Orange county..
Get to a better State®.

Shannon Till, Agent
Fowler Groves • 3279 Daniels Road
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Toll Free: 855-742-1591
www.shannontill.com
Hablamos Español

Athlete of the Week Sponsored by...
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ADVANCED CAMP
FOR AGES 14+

June 14-16th • 9am-2pm • $200

BEGINNER/INTERMEDIATE CAMP
 FOR AGES 10+

June 25-28th • 5-8pm • $125

 Foundation Academy Gym
15304 Tilden Rd, Winter Garden

Register at fivestarsvbc.com
fivestarsvbc@gmail.com 27
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YOUR TOWN
SCOTT APPOINTS
AREA RESIDENT
Gov. Rick Scott announced 
Sept. 18 two appointments 
and one reappointment to 
the Florida Virtual School 
Board of Trustees. Robert 
Gidel Sr., of Windermere, 
is the managing partner at 
Liberty Capital. He fills a va-
cant seat and is appointed 
for a term that began Sept. 
18 and ends Sept. 10, 2017.
He joins Iris Gonzalez, of 
Tierra Verde, on the board. 

Welcome 
to your new 
hometown  
newspaper
MICHAEL ENG
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

What you’re holding in your 
hands is the product of more than 
a year of planning. It’s the prod-
uct of our wildest dreams — a 
bold step for a company that last 
month celebrated our 110th anni-
versary.

Welcome, readers, to the 
first edition of the Windermere 
Observer, a sister paper of the 
West Orange Times & Observer, 
which has roots that date back 
to the Winter Garden Ricochet in 
1905. 

For more than a century, our 
newspaper — through all its 
previous owners and iterations 
— covered the entire West Orange 
region with just one edition.

Today, that changes.
Put simply: West Orange has 

grown too large for one hyper-
local community newspaper. 
For longtime readers: this new 
Windermere Observer will cover 
Windermere, Horizon West, 
Dr. Phillips, Bay Hill, Gotha 
and MetroWest, while the West 
Orange Times & Observer will 
renew its focus on Winter Garden, 
Ocoee and Oakland.

As the 10th newspaper owned 
by the Sarasota-based Observer 
Media Group, the Windermere 
Observer will strive to deliver on 
OMG’s slogan: “You. Your Neigh-
bors. Your Neighborhood.” 

SEE NEWSPAPER PAGE 6

INSIDE
Meet Olympia setter  
Lorissa King  PAGE 17 

Serving Southwest Orange County

At last! Work begins on relief school
Officials hosted a groundbreaking ceremony for the new West Orange County high school Sept. 24. STORY ON 6

Since the 1980s — far longer than he has been mayor of Windermere — 
Gary Bruhn has collected and sold movie memorabilia. SEE STORY ON PAGE 4

The secret life of

MAYOR BRUHN

THE GROVE ORLANDO BOOGIES AT BIRTHDAY BASH 
SEE MORE PHOTOS  ON PAGE 10

David Haynes

Windermere Mayor Gary Bruhn strikes the only suitable pose when holding a glass from “The Godfather.”
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West Orange High 
thespians dish up 
a spoonful of sugar.
PAGE 13

ARTS+CULTURE

You.
Your Neighbors.

Your Neighborhood.

ADVERTISE OR
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Call us at 407-656-2121
Email us at AdvertiseNow@OrangeObserver.com

or Subscribe@OrangeObserver.com

Why did you decide to join 
the softball program at Win-
dermere Prep this season?
I felt that I could really make a 
good impact on the team and 
help create a good vibe on the 
team.

As a veteran of the travel 
softball circuit, what do you 
enjoy about playing for your 
school for the first time?
I just love it, because they all 
respect me, because I’m com-
mitted and everything. They’re 
all so nice. I feel like I can really 
help the team get better.

What is it like playing at the 
varsity level, where some of 
your opponents are 17 and 18 
years old?
I always want to do my best, and 
I always want to try hard, so I 
just get more competitive and 
try harder.

What is it like to have been 
offered by the Florida Gators 
as a seventh-grader?
I’ve always been a Gators fan. 
My mom and dad both went to 
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Mia Williams still has two years 
before she can get her learner’s 
permit and start driving, but 
already she is a major contribu-
tor for the varsity softball team 
at Windermere Prep and has a 
scholarship offer from her dream 
college — the University of Florida. 
A verbal commit to the Gators, 
Williams is playing for the Lakers 
(7-5) for the first time this season 
and has made an instant impact 
as Windermere Prep’s starting 
shortstop.

SPONSORED BY  
SHANNON TILLSTATE FARM IN FOWLER GROVES

Mia Williams

UF, so it’s always been in my 
blood. It was emotional (to get 
the offer) — I started crying. I’m 
really thankful for it.

What are some things you 
are trying to improve?
I definitely need to get better at, 
when we’re down, I need to get 
better at bringing people up. As 
a middle infielder, I really need 
to talk more.

What’s something you’ve 
learned from playing for 
Windermere Prep head 
coach J.D. Wood?
He’s really teaching us to always 
have a good attitude, all-around 
— to block out the negativity 
and bring in the positivity.

Do you have a favorite col-
lege softball player?
I like Amana Lorenz — she plays 
for the Gators, and Hannah 
Adams, who also plays for the 
Gators. 

Have you learned about 
anything this year that you 
found particularly interest-
ing?
We learned about sea animals. 
They’re interesting because the 
teacher is amazing, I love her.

What do you think you would 
like to study in college?
I want to study sports medicine, 
and I either want to coach col-
lege softball, or I want to work 
on campus and help with (phys-
ical) therapy.

If you could travel anywhere, 
where would you go?
I would go to either Iceland or 
Australia. Australia, I like their 
accents, and it’s beautiful there. 
Iceland, I don’t know, it’s far 
away, and I’d like to go there.

What’s your go-to postgame 
meal?
I crave pasta all the time. But I’ll 
usually go for something light, 
like a salad.

— STEVEN RYZEWSKI

THE BASICS

Grade: Seventh
Age: 13
Height: 5-foot-8
Positions: Shortstop, 
third base
Travel team: Georgia 
Impact
Other sports: Soccer,  
volleyball 

1,600-meter runs.
For Dr. Phillips, Isabella 

Bartczak won both the girls 
1,600- and 3,200-meter runs, 
and Franklin Ivey won the boys 
3,200-meter run.

For Olympia, Hannah Doug-
las won both the girls 100- and 
200-meter dashes; Kathryn 
Carter won the girls pole vault; 
Jordon Loch won the boys pole 
vault; and Alfonso Powell won 
the boys high jump.

For the new track and field 
program at Windermere High, 
the meet also represented an 
important opportunity to not 
only compete but also show its 
peers in the Metro Conference’s 
western portion what the Wol-
verines program and facilities 
are all about.

“It showcases our school, our 
facility, our athletes and how 
we do things,” Greer said. “It’s a 
great attribute to our program to 
have an amazing training facil-
ity.”

West Orange additionally 
placed third in the girls cham-
pionship, and Olympia placed 

second in the boys champion-
ship. Dr. Phillips placed fourth 
in both championships.

Track
FROM PAGE 12

O N L I N E
For full galleries of local competitors at the Metro West Conference Champion-
ship April 7 at Deputy Scott Pine Community Park, visit ObserverPreps.com.

Steven Ryzewski 

Dr. Phillips senior runner Isabella 
Bartczak won the girls 1600 and 
3200 meter runs.

did his best to turn those into a 
positive.

 “There are always going to 
be nerves — being at that golf 
course,” Valdes said. “You just 
have to use those nerves to your 
advantage.”

As the name would indi-
cate, the event pits contestants 
against one another to see who 
can drive, chip and putt the 
best. 

Valdes has had much success 
on juniors tours and was a top-
10 finisher at the FHSAA Golf 
Championships as a freshman 
last fall, but he said the Drive, 
Chip & Putt — an event where 
competitors take just a handful 
of shots and only five of those 
count — requires a different 
skill set.

“It’s very, very, very different 
versus playing a two-day tour-
nament,” Valdes said.

His success has led to some 

local and national attention. He 
has been interviewed on Golf 
Channel, among other national 
outlets, to cap a wild stretch 
of events since the first of the 
month.

“It’s been crazy; I’ve done 
tons and tons of interviews,” 
Valdes said. “Seeing that ban-
ner up here (at Orange Tree) — 
that’s amazing.”

There’s no rest for the wicked, 
though, and Valdes is back train-
ing daily at Orange Tree, with a 
competitive summer schedule 
of events in the AJGA and other 
junior golf tours ahead. 

He said his experience only 
has served to motivate him. 
He enjoyed playing at Augusta 
National so much that he will 
do whatever it takes to make it 
back — even if that means quali-
fying for a tournament at which 
they hand out green jackets to 
the winner.

“I, for sure, want to get back 
there,” Valdes said. “Now I have 
to get (to Augusta) another way. 
Pretty much the only other way 
is to get to The Master’s.”

Golf
FROM PAGE 12

Courtesy photo

Brendan Valdes was all smiles 
with his trophy in front of the 
Clubhouse at Augusta National.
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321 E. WASHINGTON ST  •  CLERMONT, FL   34715

info@importsprofessionalauto.com

www.ImportsProfessionalAuto.com

352.432.3934

Your Local European Auto Repair Specialist.
We are experts in every aspect of auto repair for imported 

Asian and European vehicles. Our technicians possess extensive
      knowledge of a wide range of specialties and always place 
           customer satisfaction as a top priority on every job.
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BMW
Independent 

Repair 
Facility

a Condado Travel Company 4201 Vineland Rd. • Suite I-8 • Orlando, FL 32811WINDERMERE TRAVEL

NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
Travel Advisor Opportunities 

Windermere Travel, a Condado Travel Company is seeking a Travel Advisor whose duties will 
include, executive servicing of our current and future clients.  You will be accountable for 
Individual and Group sales, as well as providing customer service and accurate completion of 
both, international and domestic travel arrangements, and special requests.

Available to work between Monday ‐ Friday, from 9 AM to 6 PM  (EST)SHIFT:

Please forward your CV to info@windermeretravel.com

Minimum of 3+ years Leisure Travel industry experience requiered.
GDS system experience is required (SABRE).
High school diploma /GED REQUIRED. Bachelorś Degree preferred.

Fluent in both, English & Spanish.
Strong knowledge of international fare construction and airline routing, 
including tax rates.

REQUIREMENTS

QUALIFICATION

Respond positively to customers by making reservations for leisure traveleres
accurately and efficently, aiming to complete the transaction at the point of sale.

Complete any service requests and sell related products such as car rental, hotels, 
air & transfers and finalizing the traveler´s itinerary.

Provide advice on passport, visa and security requirements relating to the 
destination and confirm the issuing details for each reservation.

Have a solid understanding of the high‐end leisure travel industry and the key 
drivers for our VIP customers.
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45Garage Mama Fitness on Facebook

@Gmamafitness twitter & Instagram

START TODAY!!
407-347-7977

1232 Winter Garden Vineland Road, 
Suite 116, Winter Garden, FL 34787 www.Gmamafitness.com/kickstart

KICKSTART 
YOUR LIFE 
TODAY!

28 DAY CHALLENGE

Lose Weight • Feel Better • Get Strong
Collect Your Family Friendly Fat Blasting Recipes

Program Starts May 11
ONLY $199

Do the math $49.75/week
for a fitness and nutrition program!

BEFORE AFTER 28 DAYS

Lost 31lbs 
during 

the 28 day 
Kickstart 
program 

in May 
2017!
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Winter Garden, FL | April 2, 2018 – The 
West Orange Chamber of Commerce 
(WOCC) today announced a matching 
grant program to raise $70,000 to create the 
Danniel J. Petro Conference Room, as part 
of its Growth Matters capital campaign. 

The Growth Matters campaign will 
transform the WOCC headquarters to 
create a state-of-the-art interior with 
expanded meeting areas, new member 
service stations, upgrades to the building’s 
exterior and accommodations for a growing 
staff to meet members’ needs. Construction 
on the project commenced on March 29.

The Chamber’s growth would not have been 
possible without many amazing leaders 

like Danniel J. Petro.  Dan exemplified the 
Chamber’s mission through his service 
as a teacher, Marine, business owner, 
entrepreneur, mentor and philanthropist.  

Thanks to the generosity of Bright Future 
Electric, the Petro Family Foundation, 
the children of Danniel J. Petro and 
Chamber Board members, dollar-for-dollar 
donations will be matched up to $35,000, 
helping the WOCC raise $70,000 toward 
completing its goal.  This money must be 
secured by May 31 in order to fully execute 
the renovation that is needed to serve 
our dynamic business community, while 
facilitating economic growth and stability. 

To learn more and to download a Growth Matters pledge form, please visit
wochamber.com/growth/danniel_j._petro_matching_grant

or contact the West Orange Chamber of Commerce at 407-656-1304

West Orange Chamber announces 
Danniel J. Petro matching grant 
campaign, begins construction

Top left: Tyler Stover, Carrie Wilson, 
Krista Carter, Stina D’Uva, Viviane Bispo, 

Kelly Jones, Sue Steeves - WOCC
Top right: Joe Alarie - Alarie Design Associates, 

Stina D’Uva - WOCC, Dawn Willis - Observer 
Media Group, Rob Maphis - Collage Design & 

Construction Group
Bottom right: Maria Hockman - RLF Architects, 

Doug Mathews - Collage Design & 
Construction Group
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Olympia sweeps Dr. Phillips in water polo

T
he boys and girls water polo 
teams from neighboring 
rivals Olympia High and Dr. 

Phillips High met in the pool 
April 3 at the YMCA Aquatic 
Center on International Drive.

The two teams from Olympia 
bested their counterparts from 
Dr. Phillips, earning two Metro 
West Conference Champion-
ships in the process.

First, the Titans girls team 
held off a rally from the Pan-
thers to secure an 11-9 victory.

Shoshana Scanlon led Olym-
pia with six goals, four steals 
and two blocks. 

Later, Luke Carey scored a 
game-high eight goals to lead 
the Titans boys team to a 15-12 
victory against the Panthers. 
The win earned Olympia its first 
Metro West Conference title in 
boys water polo.

Dr. Phillips’ Dan Magrino 
assisted on three goals during 
the match, bringing him to 73 
assists on the season — a new 
program record for Dr. Phillips.

For Olympia head coach 
Stephanie Johnson-Possell, 
the victory is a milestone for a 
youthful roster putting together 
an impressive 2018 campaign.

“They’re doing really well — 
I’m very, very happy with how 
they’re progressing,” Johnson-
Possell said. “They are really fun 
to coach.”

— STEVEN RYZEWSKI

Photos by 

Steven Ryzewski

Above: Luke Carey 
attempted a shot 
with a trio of de-
fenders closing in 
on him.

Right: Olympia’s 
Shoshana Scanlon 
attempted to get 
a shot off with Dr. 
Phillips’ Hope Miller 
looking to contest.
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www.OrangeObserver.com/Calendar

SEARCH • FIND • POST

• Looking for local events to attend?
• Want us to inform the public about your local event?

Visit Our Community Calendar Today!
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CROSSWORD  THE PLACES WE WILL GO   by Timothy B. Parker

ACROSS 
1 Secret information
7 Impaired or immobilized
15 A Flintstone
20 Mammoth trapper
21 Annul or rule against
22 “Hasta la vista”
23 Rewards excessively
25 Sometimes-congested 
body part
26 Talk or rally type
27 Patella location
28 Home baker
29 Make a decision
30 Close again, as a 
Ziploc

32 Teen blemish cause
34 Any blade sharpener
35 Letter of 90 degrees
36 Self-centeredness
38 Longish propeller
39 “Despite this ...”
40 Jungle ropes
43 Store more than one 
can sell
45 Mani-pedi places
46 Part of, as a scam
47 Button on a stopwatch
48 Mr. go-with
49 Tarot card reader, 
supposedly
50 Space bar neighbor
51 One of the zodiac’s 12

53 Shade of green
54 Like many first-
graders
55 Writer’s point?
56 In the manner of
57 Canaries’ relatives
60 Models of perfection
64 Where this clue’s 
solution is
68 One-through-nine 
game
69 Like how you’re work-
ing now
70 Hither’s partner
71 Little Ms. Bobbsey
72 Ruby, for one
73 UCLA part

74 “Correct answer!” 
sound
75 French friend
76 Prince, often
78 Senior’s Junior
79 Plate for Eucharist
82 Bibliographical abbr.
83 Be shot while smiling?
84 Subordinate
86 Gaggle members
87 Lob shot’s path
88 Put food away
90 Boats with one mast
91 Sports tie term
92 NBA guard vis-a-vis 
NBA center
94 “Great” or “lesser” 

creatures
95 Understands
98 A substance dissolved 
in another
99 Prefix with bellum or 
meridian
101 Eight bells
102 “Found it!”
104 Related on Mom’s side
105 Quota-shy factory’s 
output
109 Yelp contributor
110 Seemingly black, as the 
sky at night
111 Summer, e.g.
112 Flexible Flyers
113 U-turn from macho
114 Thomas Jefferson had 
one

DOWN 
1 Resting on
2 Ranter’s partner
3 Brunch fare, sometimes
4 Busy mo. for the IRS
5 Jefferson coins
6 Without key, musically
7 Big goofball
8 Less than we’ve?
9 “R-MD” person, e.g.
10 Criminal causing a back 
draft
11 Most courageous
12 Ad’s version of “diet”
13 Lush place in Genesis
14 ___ Moines
15 Dryer go-with
16 Blithering moron
17 Old printing machine
18 One of many spotted at 
Disney World
19 States with force
24 Mr. Torme
29 Fast dance syllable31 
Unlike air
32 “... and children of all 
___!”
33 Center
34 Some frying vessels
36 Not losing or winning
37 Brief time periods
40 Provisions
41 Taking the place (of)
42 Pretty decent
43 Piped instrument

44 Computer malfunction
45 Health class seg.
49 Home exterior, some-
times
51 Hun or successful blitzer
52 Intestinal section
53 Password relatives
54 Original “American Idol” 
judge
57 Some time units
58 Makes boo-boos
59 Brazilian resort city
61 Grown together, in 
biology
62 Woolly Andean crea-
tures
63 Losing mental powers 
from aging
65 Cowpoke’s ropee
66 Gripping claw
67 Taking a gander
74 Cubs’ cubbies
76 Type of imbalance
77 Intensify quickly
78 Litigation participant
79 Best way to do things
80 Cosmetics succulent
81 “Royal Rhapsody in the 
third” and others
82 Electrified swimmers
83 They’re moving into the 
fast lane
85 Some beetles and 
cheerer-uppers
86 They’re shorter than 
stares
88 Modifies, tailor-wise
89 Prop on a golf course
91 Galvanize
93 Played an old guitar?
95 Deity
96 Coin of Pakistan
97 Operate a Nikon
99 One not for
100 Co. “don’t reveal this” 
agreements
101 Quick snack
103 One of the Windsors
105 Aircraft carrier letters
106 Noted building de-
signer I.M.
107 Blogging feed format
108 “Ink Master” design, 
for short

SUDOKU
Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively. 

©2018 Andrews McMeel Syndicate

CELEBRITY CIPHER
By Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from 
quotations by famous people, past and present. 
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. 

©2018 NEA, Inc.

“KD DEYNB E FCD CR DKUN DC XN E 

HNVKOB. GCO JEZN DC BKD 

EACOVS BC UOPJ SCKVH VCDJKVH, 

ANEFFG SCKVH VCDJKVH.” 

  – HNADAOSN BDNKV

Puzzle One Clue:D equals T

“DRH OMKDRHK TIL PI... DRH 

RMKEHK WD WF DI KHDLKX. DRH 

VIKJE RMF UMXT HEPHF MXE WD’F 

HMFT DI OMJJ IOO.”

  – MXEHKFIX AIIBHK

Puzzle Two Clue: A equals C

W
E

A
T

H
E

R

O N L I N E See other winning photos at OrangeObserver.com

I LOVE WEST ORANGE

Winter Garden resident Jennifer Walker submitted this beautiful photo of the top of a pineapple 
flower sprouting at Tildenville Elementary School. “After waiting almost three years, we finally 
have the first signs of a pineapple in the Tildenville Elementary School Learning Garden,” she 
said. “We are now anxiously awaiting the development of the pineapple throughout spring.”

The Windermere Observer is hosting this weekly contest, and winners will have their 
photograph featured and receive a $20 prize. To enter, email your photo, along with your 
name, city and a caption, to amyq@orangeobserver.com; put “I Love West Orange” in the 
subject line. Please include your mailing address to receive your prize.

THURSDAY, APRIL 12

High: 81
Low: 63
Chance  
of rain: 10%

FRIDAY, APRIL 13

High: 85
Low: 67
Chance  
of rain: 10%

SATURDAY, APRIL 14

High: 89
Low: 72
Chance  
of rain: 10%

SUNDAY, APRIL 15

High: 82
Low: 60
Chance  
of rain: 80%

Tuesday, April 3 0.01

Wednesday, April 4 0.00

Thursday, April 5 0.00

Friday, April 6 0.00

Saturday, April 7 0.05

Sunday, April 8 0.00

Monday, April 9 0.00

SUNRISE / SUNSET
  Sunrise Sunset

Thursday, April 12 7:05a 7:50p

Friday, April 13 7:03a 7:51p

Saturday, April 14 7:02a 7:51p

Sunday, April 15 7:01a 7:52p

Monday, April 16 7a 7:52p

Tuesday, April 17 6:59a 7:53p

Wednesday, April 18 6:58a 7:53p

MOON PHASES

RAINFALL

FORECAST

April 8
Last

April 29
Full

April 15
New

April 22
First

YEAR TO DATE: 
2018 4.76 in.

2017 3.38 in.

APRIL TO DATE: 
2018 .13 in.

2017 .22 in.
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NOW PURCHASING

SCRAP BATTERIES
407-656-3495

13178 W. Colonial Dr. 
Winter Garden

27
07
02

Merchandise Wanted

Thursday, April 12, 2018

GLENWOOD COMMUNITY Yard Sale - Saturday,
April 21st, 7:30AM - 2PM. Glenwood Community,
off New Stone Crest Blvd, Winter Garden. 4/21rt

Garage/Moving/Estate Sales

POLICE OFFICER - Police Dept – Town of Winder-
mere is accepting applications for the position of
Police Officer.  For more information go to
town.windermere.fl.us.  DFW and EOE.   5/3tow

Help Wanted

AVIATION GRADS work with JetBlue, United, Delta
and others- start here with hands on training for
FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call Avi-
ation Institute of Maintenance 888-242-2649.
fcan4/12

Schools/Instruction

SAWMILLS FROM only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any
dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N      fcan4/12

Announcements

27
06
92

CRAWFORD TIRE
SERVICE, INC.

110 Taylor St. • Ocoee • (407) 656-4575

MORE THAN JUST
TIRE VALUES

 • Bridgetone • Michelin • Toyo • BFG Tires
• ALIGNMENT  •  BRAKES

• SHOCKS  •  OIL & LUBE SERVICE
  • NEW & USED TIRES 
•   • REPAIR & BALANCING 
•   • ROAD SERVICE
  • WE INSTALL LIFTS!

MV03215
Mobil 1 Oil
Amsoil Synthetic TFN 27

06
93

27
06

94

930 Carter Rd #202 
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Telephone: (407) 614-3827
rdtransautorepair@cfl.rr.com

Ray Cornell Jr.
Doug Gallinger

Working Owners 
www.r-dauto.com

In House Towing Available

Battery Testing Scheduled Transmission and Computerized Tune-Ups and Tires and
and Replacement Maintenance Engine Repair Diagnostics General Repair Alignments

AUTO SERVICE
26

25
22

P.O. Box 785031 • Winter Garden, FL 34778-5031
Local: 407-630-8070 • Toll-free: 833-945-5529

Steve@chronoslaw.com • www.chronoslaw.com

WE ARE
THE AREA’S 

ONLY
MOBILE

LAW OFFICE

STEPHEN DEH. SCHWARZ II
ATTORNEY AT LAW

ATTORNEY AUTO SERVICE

WE BUY JUNK CARS
WE BUY SCRAP METAL

www.budgetupullit.com

881 S. 9th Street • Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-656-4707

• All Engines $200.00 each
• All Transmissions $100.00 each
• Tires $15.00 and up
• Batteries $25.00
• Warranties on all parts sold!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 8AM - 5PM

27
06

95
27

19
66

BRAKE PAD SALE

Service includes: Front or Rear Pads, Parts and Labor.  

 BMW 3 Series
$179.95

BMW 5 Series
$199.95

 Mercedes C-Class
$179.95

 Mercedes E-Class
$199.95

 Full Synthetic 
Oil Service 

ONLY
$89.95

Includes up to 
7 quarts of Full Synthetic Oil.  

Tax and recycling fees are extra. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 4/30/18. 

STRESS
FREE

Financing
See store 
for details

26
61

10

407-625-0742 • cnalawns@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured • Commercial & Residential

• Cleanups
• Mulching
• Sod Removal
   & Installation
• Landscape & Design
• Irrigation Repairs
• Light Tree Trimming

C&A
LAWN

SERVICE
Carlos Arteaga • Owner/Operator

LAWN CARE

UPGRADES & REPAIRS

VIRUS & SPYWARE 
REMOVAL

DATA & PASSWORD 
RECOVERY

WIRELESS & WIRED 
NETWORKING

27
06
89

ROOFING
27

24
20

ORLANDO PREMIUM SHUTTERS

407-415-7185 • OrlandoPremiumShutters.com
MADE IN THE USA

Serving Orlando & 
Surrounding Areas

The best shutters!
The best prices!

With the best warranty!
Custom measured, 

designed, manufactured 
and installed by
shutter experts.

CALL FOR
YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

CONSULTATION 
TODAY!

REMODELING/HOME IMPROVEMENT

407-496-4900
norb@HomeRebateRealty.com

NORB WELLER
Broker

since 2001

50% Commission Rebate!
Buying or Selling
Any Builder or Realtor

HomeRebateRealty.com

26
91
48

REALTORS

27
06
88

TFN

Your pet’s home away from home
a unique no-cage facility

daycare and overnight boarding

(407) 654-8885
703 S. Vineland Rd.

Winter Garden, FL 34787
www.puppydreams.com

Puppy Dreams Pet Hotel
PET SERVICES

26
89

06

PEST CONTROL

NOW PURCHASING

SCRAP BATTERIES
407-656-3495

13178 W. Colonial Dr. 
Winter Garden

27
07
02

Merchandise Wanted

Thursday, April 12, 2018

GLENWOOD COMMUNITY Yard Sale - Saturday,
April 21st, 7:30AM - 2PM. Glenwood Community,
off New Stone Crest Blvd, Winter Garden. 4/21rt

Garage/Moving/Estate Sales

POLICE OFFICER - Police Dept – Town of Winder-
mere is accepting applications for the position of
Police Officer.  For more information go to
town.windermere.fl.us.  DFW and EOE.   5/3tow

Help Wanted

AVIATION GRADS work with JetBlue, United, Delta
and others- start here with hands on training for
FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call Avi-
ation Institute of Maintenance 888-242-2649.
fcan4/12

Schools/Instruction

SAWMILLS FROM only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any
dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N      fcan4/12

Announcements

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR 
CLASSIFIEDS CALL

407-656-2121
Or email us at

advertisenow@orangeobserver.com

This week’s Crossword answers

2018

This week’s Sudoku answers

This week’s Celebrity Cipher answers
Puzzle One Solution:
“It takes a lot of time to be a genius. 
You have to sit around so much doing 
nothing, really doing nothing.”
  – Gertrude Stein

Puzzle Two Solution: 
“The farther you go... the harder it is to 
return. The world has many edges and 
it’s easy to fall off.” – Anderson Cooper

©2018 NEA, Inc.

This week’s Crossword answers

2018

This week’s Sudoku answers

This week’s Celebrity Cipher answers
Puzzle One Solution:
“It takes a lot of time to be a genius. 
You have to sit around so much doing 
nothing, really doing nothing.”
  – Gertrude Stein

Puzzle Two Solution: 
“The farther you go... the harder it is to 
return. The world has many edges and 
it’s easy to fall off.” – Anderson Cooper

©2018 NEA, Inc.

Visit us online at
OrangeObserver.com
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85
57

Saturday
April 14, 2018

Robarts Arena | Sarasota, FL

9am–3:30pm
Doors open at 8am,

program starts at 9am

FREE EVENT
 Registration required.

Online registration is strongly 
encouraged at 

www.neurochallenge.org. 

Call 941-926-6413 
for more information.

THE 
PARKINSON’S EXPO 

will feature presentations
from medical experts on 

treatment options, the latest in 
research, managing the

non-motor aspects
of the disease, 

 and more.

This event is presented to the community
at no charge thanks to the following partners:

 A complete listing of speakers 
and topics is available on the 

Neuro Challenge website.

www.neurochallenge.org  |  941-926-6413 
The Slater-Kassan Charitable Fund of the Manatee Community Foundation               SYNOVUS 

 The Pines of Sarasota-Rehabilitation Senior Care Community               Manatee Educational Television

Robarts Arena
3000 Ringling Blvd 
Sarasota, Florida 34237

 PRESENTING SPONSOR

 PLATINUM SPONSORS

 GOLD SPONSORS

27
09

19

REGISTRATION  
IS NOW OPEN! 
• Ages K-8
• Full and half-day 

programs
• Only 25 minutes  

from Orlando!

Boys & Girls

TENNIS 

PREVIEW

MVA

Program

Summer Programs at montverde.org

Two day sessions: July 9-14 | July 16-21 | Overnight camp July 8-21

CAMPS ARE STILL BEING ADDED!  
Check our website daily for new camps, pricing, dates, times, and camp 
details. Have more fun and more choices, all in one great location!

Day & Overnight 

Day Camp June 18 - July 27
Grades K-8 

June 4-8 | June 11-15
June 18-22 | Grades 3-8 

Catch a SNEAK PREVIEW of Montverde Academy’s 
summer programs! We’ve got camps including day camp, camp 
invention, tennis, baseball, golf, swim, equestrian, yearbook, and soccer.  
We offer before/after-care and hot lunches for most full-day camps.  

Summer Programs at montverde.org

CAM
P INVENTION

Session 1: June 11-14 | Session 2: July 30-Aug. 2 | Grades K-6

EQUESTRIAN

17235 Seventh Street, Montverde, Florida 34756

26
96

85

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY A NEW HOME
Enjoy   Luxurious   Lakefront    Living on  

The   Butler  Chain of   Lakes

LAKEFRONT - 5 BEDROOM - 7.5 BATHS - 7,021 SQ FT - 3 CAR GARAGE - POOL

BAY HILL -  6038 PINE VALLEY DR, ORLANDO, FL 32819-4318 - $2,295,000

360° VIRTUAL TOUR

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING A HOME...
CALL TODAY FOR A COMPLIMENTARY MARKET ANALYSIS

Direct Line 407.484.0981  •  TeamAmburgey.com

VIEW OUR VIRTUAL TOUR:               www.youtube.com/channel/UCQCsnqN_pRMGkkQijTrrvGA

Navigating YOUR Success! Results Driven Team!

 Broker Associate, CRS

Steve Amburgey

27
22

35
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