
For children at that sometime awkward 
in-between age – not quite teen-agers but 

no longer little kids – 
there’s a new way 

for them to con-
nect to oth-

ers in their 
age group. 

Tween-
ConneX, an 

experience created 
just for 11-13 year-olds 

in Hillsborough and Pasco counties, will 

offer the tween-agers social, recreational, 
athletic, cultural and Judaic activities. The 
organization will run programs monthly.

“Tweens can join TweenConneX to be 
a part of something exciting, big and im-
portant,” said David Siskin, Bryan Glazer 
Family JCC Youth and Teen director.

For most programs, TweenConneX par-
ticipants will join with those enrolled in the 
already established PJ Our Way, using its 
curriculum for conversation starters.  

The Tampa JCCs & Federation intro-
duced PJ Our Way in 2016. Like its coun-

terpart, PJ Library, for the younger set, PJ 
Our Way provides free books with Jewish 
themes to kids ages 9-11. PJ Our Way al-
lows youth to select one of four books rec-
ommended online and then have the book 
sent to their homes each month. A series of 
activities is also offered including polls and 
quizzes related to the book selections.

The first combined PJ Our Way - Tween-
ConneX program will be Sunday, Aug. 27 
from 1-4 p.m. at the Glazer JCC.  All kids, 
ages 9-13, are welcome.
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Complied from JTA news service

Ordinary personal items – a key, a razor, a hairbrush, a baby’s 
shoe, a prayer book - offer a glimpse into the lives of their own-
ers. That is before everything changed for millions of Jews herd-
ed into concentration camps by the Nazis. 

These simple objects and others recovered from such a camp in 
Majdanek, Poland, are going on exhibit at the Florida Holocaust 
Museum (FHM) in St. Petersburg

On loan for three years from the State Museum of Majdanek, 
the items will be displayed as part of the local museum’s perma-
nent exhibition: History, Heritage and Hope.  

The FHM staff worked through a lengthy process with the State 
Museum of Majdanek, as well as the governments of Poland and 
the United States, to secure the loan of these important objects.  

Some things in the small collection like the children’s shoes, 
hairbrush and razor “were likely taken from individuals upon

Museum to display objects from killing center

The Florida Holocaust Museum

Two children’s shoes and baby shoe from Majdanek. 

While in Jerusalem earlier this month, Congressman Charlie Crist , D- St. 
Petersburg, posted this photo on Twitter, showing him placing this note in the 
Western Wall, praying to keep “storms and other difficulties” away from Florida.  
In 2007, he began the yearly tradition while visiting the holy site as Florida’s 
governor.  Since then, with the exception of 2016, he has had a similar note 
delivered to the Wall each year prior to hurricane season.  During that time, 2016 
was the only year that a hurricane made landfall in the state. 

MUSEUM continued on PAGE 16

A noteworthy prayer

By BEN SALES
JTA news service

NEW YORK  – The story of 
America’s oldest synagogue, as 
told by retired Supreme Court Jus-
tice David Souter, is the story of 
American Jewish history.

Touro Synagogue in Newport, 
Rhode Island, Souter wrote, was 
built in the 1700s by Sephardic 
merchants whose community then 
declined. In the late 1800s, Eastern 

European Jews arrived in the area, 
occupied the building and have 
used it to this day. 

Since then, heirs of the older 
Sephardic community have tried 
to maintain a foothold in the his-
toric synagogue that they consider 
theirs.

On Wednesday, Aug. 2, Souter 
awarded a victory to the Sep-
hardim.

Writing an appeals court ruling 

on a lawsuit over who owns Touro 
Synagogue, Souter – who has regu-
larly sat on the court following his 
2009 retirement – wrote that the 
building and its centuries-old ritual 
objects all belong to Congregation 
Shearith Israel, a historic Sephard-
ic congregation on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan.

The decision reversed an ear-
lier district court decision that gave Touro Synagogue, nestled in historic Newport, R.I., is the oldest synagogue 

still in existence in the United States.

John Nordell/The Christian Science Monitor via Getty Images

Who owns America’s oldest synagogue? 
It’s an argument 350 years in the making

IN-BETWEEN continued on PAGE 5

in-between age – not quite teen-agers but 
no longer little kids – 

there’s a new way 
for them to con

experience created 
just for 11-13 year-olds 

OLDEST continued on PAGE 14

In-between-agers target of new JCC programming

Trump sending top envoys to Mideast 
to advance Israel-Palestinian peace

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump will soon 
send a team of his top aides, including his son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, on a tour of the Middle East to advance 
“substantive” Middle East peace talks.

The delegation “will be meeting with leaders from 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Jordan, 
Egypt, Israel and the Palestinian Authority,” a senior 
administration official said in a statement sent to JTA.

The delegation will comprise Kushner, a top aide 
whose portfolio includes Middle East peace; Jason 
Greenblatt, the White House’s top peace negotiator; and 
Dina Powell, the deputy national security adviser.

The president, the senior administration official 
said, “believes that the restoration of calm and the 
stabilized situation in Jerusalem after the recent crisis 
on the Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif has created an 
opportunity to continue discussions and the pursuit of 
peace that began early in his administration.”

A lethal July 14 attack by terrorists that killed two 
Israelis police at the Temple Mount led Israel to install 
metal detectors. That was followed by increased tensions 
among Palestinians, who worship at the site, which is 
holy to Jews and Muslims. Israel removed the metal 
detectors following interventions by Jordan and by Trump 
administration officials.

The trip, which does not yet have dates, reflects 
Trump’s approach of brokering a broader Middle East 
peace and includes meetings with some of the regions 
most important players.

“The president has asked that these discussions focus 
on the path to substantive Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, 
combating extremism, the situation in Gaza, including 
how to ease the humanitarian crisis there, strengthening 
our relations with regional partners and the economic 
steps that can be taken both now and after a peace deal 
is signed to ensure security, stability, and prosperity for 
the region,” the statement said.

Teen in JCCs case sold his bomb
threat services, FBI alleges

The Israeli-American teenager accused of making 
hundreds of threats against Jewish community centers in 
the United States including Tampa sold his bomb threat 
services.

Michael Kadar, 19, from Ashkelon in southern Israel, 
also offered to frame others for the threats for a higher 
fee, the FBI reportedly alleges in newly unsealed court 
documents reported by The Atlantic and The Daily Beast.

The teen sold his services on AlphaBay, a “dark web” 
marketplace website selling illegal goods and services 
that was closed by U.S. authorities in July.

He reportedly sold his services from $30 for a single 
threat to $90 for “emailed bomb threat to a school 
districts\multiple schools + framing someone for it.”

The messages were found on a flash drive confiscated 
by the Israel Police during a raid on the teen’s bedroom 
earlier this year. Police reportedly identified an individual 
in California who is believed to have ordered and paid for 
Kadar’s threats.

FIRST PERSON
Hate in Carlottesville: 
The day the Nazi 
called me Shlomo
By RON KAMPEAS
JTA news service

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA — The white su-
premacists, for all their vaunted purpose, appeared 
to be disoriented.

The city of Charlottesville, thanks to pressure 
from the American Civil Liberties Union, had al-
lowed them — 500 or so — to rally in Emancipation 
Park, or as they prefer to call it, Lee Park, to protest 
the city’s plans to remove from the park a statue of 
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.

That worked for an hour or so on Aug. 12 and 
then the protesters and the counter-protesters started 
to pelt one another with plastic bottles – it was un-
clear who started it. There were gas bombs – mild-
ly irritating – that seemed to come more from the 
white supremacists. And then the sides rushed each 
other headlong and there were scuffles.

So Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe declared a state 
of emergency and, heeding the police, the white su-
premacists filed out of the park. As they approached 
the Dogwood Vietnam Memorial, a bucolic hill 
overlooking an overpass, they sputtered to a stop 
for consultations and did what marchers on a sea-
sonably warm day do: They sat on the grass, sought 
shade and chatted.

I had been following at a distance with a 
CHARLOTTESVILLE continued on PAGE 11
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Your Guide to Great Food & Fun

T A M P A  B A Y

Taziki’s
(813) 867-4747

3825 Northdale Blvd
Tampa, Fl 33624

www.tazikiscafe.com

Menu:
Appetizers & soup $3.99-6.99

Sandwiches & Gyros $6.99-9.99
Salads & Feasts $6.79-12.99

Kids’ menu $4.99

Open:
Mon-Wed 11-9

Thurs-Sat 11-10* Summer Hours
Sun 12-9

Accept pick-up orders online or 
by phone. Deliver for catering/

orders 10 people and over.

ADVERTISEMENT

Featuring
one of these fine establishments

each month.

Taziki’s 
Mediterranean Café

The highest-quality assortment of sandwiches,
gourmet soups and fresh salads found any place.

Great food at Great prices!

Specializing in corned beef brisket, New York Pastrami, and 
fresh baked turkey. Carrollwood Deli has become so popular 
many businesses depend on it to cater their office luncheons, 

business meetings, open houses and special events.

Call us at 813.586.3354 to schedule your catering event!

Remember at Carrollwood Deli
“Service is our Motto and Quality is our Brand.”

Since 1997

Simply Delicious!

Special Catering is Available for
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Shiva and Break-Fast!

Taziki’s Mediterranean Café is a 
fresh new restaurant located in the 
heart of Tampa’s Carrollwood Vil-
lage. With an innovative concept 
developed out of Birmingham, AL, 
Taziki’s offers a variety of Mediter-
ranean-style food with a Southern 
Twist! If you’re looking for healthy 
food that’s great for the whole fam-
ily, this is the place for you.

Taziki’s believes that good food 
brings people together. All of their 
food is freshly prepped each morn-
ing so that when you order, your 
food is at the highest quality it can 
be. With a variety of fresh-grilled 
gyros (that’s right; they grill your 
gyro meat fresh, no preservatives, 
chemicals or processed foods!), 
delicious salads, homemade hum-
mus and spicy pimiento cheese (to 
name a few), there’s something for 
everyone.

Got a dietary restriction or a 
picky eater? No problem! The staff  
is friendly and happy to work with 
guests to create the perfect meal.

The space at Taiki’s is open and 
inviting, with big windows and an 
open kitchen, from which the deli-
cious aroma of the food wafts. In ad-
dition, there is a cute dog-friendly 
patio with a beautiful mural of a 
Greek fishing village on the wall 
that is perfect for hosting parties 
and events. The more the merrier!

Authentic Middle Eastern Cuisine
With a Modern Flair!

727.498.8627 . MEZE119.COM
119 2nd Street North, St. Pete

Invite us to
your simcha,

we’ll bring the food!
Our catering services

can be customized
to suit all of
your needs.

SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 11 AM - 9 PM • FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 11 AM - 10 PM

Serving Tampa Bay’s Best Kosher-Style Dairy 
Mediterranean-Inspired Cuisine.
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          CONNECT

               Build stronger relationships

          with your Rodeph Kehillah

        (community) through special

       grade level Shabbat dinners

      hosted by families in their

     homes after Growing

   Together Shabbat services.

  You can look forward to fun

 and Shabbat experiences

this year.

  CHOOSE

   Cooking! Music & drama! Legos! Art!

  Pop culture! Students will enjoy a unique

 and customized Jewish learning experience 

with our new Chug (choice) Days!
CHALLENGE
With both an “Aleph-Bet 
Reading Bee” and a “Bible 
Bowl” students will have
exciting opportunities to 
test their knowledge and 
compete with their fellow 
classmates his year.

EXPERIENCE
Students in 3rd—7th grades
will experience Shabbat in new 
ways at a Shabbaton camp
retreat December 1-2.
Families will join for a conclusion 
and Havdalah service on 
Saturday night.

 ENGAGE
  We’re offering more ways than ever to get

 involved and engaged in your child(ren)’s 

Rodeph Sholom education experience!

          CONNECT

               

          with your Rodeph 

        (community) through special

       grade level Shabbat dinners

      hosted by families in their

     homes after Growing

   Together Shabbat services.

  You can look forward to fun

 and Shabbat experiences

this year.

Registration is now open online at www.rsholom.org!  
Questions? Contact Judy Van Der Stelt at 813-837-1911 or educator@rsholom.org

RALPH BOBO
Area/Branch Manager
NMLS ID 432371  State Lic. L025098
3903 Northdale Boulevard, Tampa, FL 33624
C: 813.781.1024
Ralph.bobo@caliberhomeloans.com

www.RalphBobo.com

By BEN SALES
JTA news service

Uganda’s 2,000 Jews have long maintained a 
modest existence. They live in the east of the country 
in a hilly, rural area that lacks paved roads, consistent 
electricity and freely running water.

But this year, the situation for Uganda’s Jewish 
community, called the Abayudaya, has worsened.

Twenty million people across Africa and the 
Middle East are now at risk of illness and death due 
to a famine that is centered in Somalia, Nigeria, 
Yemen and South Sudan. Caused by a mix of factors, 
including civil wars, underdeveloped infrastructure 
and a drought, the famine is “the largest humanitarian 
crisis since the creation of the U.N.,” Stephen 
O’Brien, the emergency relief coordinator for the 
United Nations, said in March.

“People look dehydrated and starving,” Gershom 
Sizomu, the community’s rabbi, told JTA. “People got 
sick and weak, and there are people who died because 
of complications because of the food shortage. People 
were already sick, so without food they become 
weaker and weaker.”

Sizomu said the Abayudaya, who rely on their own 
crops to survive, have been hit hard by the drought. 
While conditions are easing now because the harvest 
season has arrived for maize and beans, many families 
are subsisting on one meal a day, he said.

Two community members who already were sick 
have died of malnutrition.

Fleeing the area is useless, Sizomu added – food 
shortages are plaguing the cities, too.

The community, whose members converted to 
Judaism under Conservative auspices about 15 years 
ago, stays in regular touch with Jewish communities 
in the United States and Israel. But only one 
American synagogue has provided famine relief to 
the Abayudaya.

Beth El, a Conservative congregation in Pittsburgh, 
had hosted Sizomu for a weekend of Torah study 
last year, where he mentioned the risk of impending 
famine. So when 60 congregation members convened 
last month for the synagogue’s annual meeting, 
congregation president Cliff  Spungen passed around 
an envelope for donations. It came back filled with 
$800.

In the following weeks, Spungen sent email appeals 
to the synagogue’s members, as well as to Temple 
Emanuel, a nearby Reform synagogue. In total, the 
Pittsburgh campaign has raised $6,500 – a hefty sum 
in rural Uganda, where a family in Nabugoye, the 
Abayudaya’s main village, can live on as little as $5 
a day.

“We hope it helps,” Spungen said. “ It’s been really 
eye-opening and meaningful that people have been 
generous.”

When it comes to the Jewish community fundraising 
for famine relief in East Africa this year, Beth El’s 
campaign is a rare success story. Take the Jewish 
Coalition for East Africa Relief, 24 Jewish groups 
convened by the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee. More than two months after the coalition 
was created, it has raised just $10,000.

The “trickle of dollars” is not enough to even 
begin planning for allocations, said Will Recant, 
the coalition’s chair. Instead, the coalition is now 
investing in raising awareness of the crisis through 
education and advocacy, sending pamphlets and U.N. 
fact sheets to congregations and Jewish communities.

The coalition’s goal is broader than the synagogue 
campaign. The synagogues were able to make an 
impact because their donations targeted one small 
community. The coalition hopes to make a significant 
contribution to the overall aid effort in East Africa.

Fundraising has been difficult, Recant added, 
because the famine is a gradual crisis that hasn’t 
garnered much international attention. Following a 
high-profile event like the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, 
for example, a similar coalition of Jewish groups 
raised $600,000 – most of it during the couple of 
months after the tragedy.

After the 2015 Nepal earthquake, the American 
Jewish World Service raised $2.5 million in aid 
contributions.

AJWS has garnered $200,000 since June for East 
Africa relief.

“We’ve realized that with ongoing conflict and 
crises that take place over long periods of time, we’re 
not getting as much as we need to fill the needs on the 
ground,” said Sam Wolthuis, the group’s director of 
disaster response and international operations.

Once the coalition raises enough money, Recant 
said it hopes to help the Abayudaya with long-
term water supply issues. Be’chol Lashon, a group 
that advocates for Jews of color, is also helping the 
Abayudaya with infrastructure planning.

This part of East Africa last experienced a severe 

Uganda’s Jews are down 
to one meal a day because 
of East Africa’s famine

famine in 2011. That year, a coalition of Jewish 
groups under the same name raised nearly $150,000.

Sizomu told JTA that the Abayudaya shared the 
money they received from Pittsburgh with surrounding 
communities also suffering from shortages. And if the 
coming harvest improves conditions, Sizomu said he 
hopes to refocus the community’s attention on setting 
up water storage and irrigation systems so farmers can 
weather the next drought.

But he acknowledged that developing the necessary 
infrastructure will be costly. And in the meantime, 
people are still starving.

“People are depressed, and you can see it on their 
faces,” Sizomu said. “Parents are depressed because 
they have many things to take care of. There’s a 
constant need for food.”

Photo by Ken Hively/Los Angeles Times via Getty Images

Gershom Sizomu, religious leader of the Abayudaya, in 
2003.



Cong. Rodeph Sholom
Welcome back barbecue: Congre-

gants and new or prospective members are 
invited to a free welcome back barbecue at the 
home of Rabbi Josh Hearshen on Monday, 
Aug. 21 from 5-8 p.m. Parking is limited, so 
call the synagogue office at (813) 837-1911 
to let the staff know you want to attend, and 
parking information will be provided.

Showtime: A play titled Trial of God will 
be performed at the synagogue on Sunday, 
Aug. 20 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. and again on 
Tuesday, Aug. 22 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Both 
performances are free.

Camp Shabbat: A camp themed Shab-
bat service will he held Friday, Aug. 25 at 6 
p.m., with light snacks for those who come 
early at 5:30 p.m. Following the service, there 
will be an Israeli dinner at $25 per family or 
$10 per adult. Reservations can be made on-
line at www.rsholom.org or contact the office 
at (813) 837-1911.

Religious school: Registration is open 
for religious school, with classes for those in 
grades 3-7 starting on Wednesday, Aug. 23 
and Sunday classes for pre-k through grades 
10 starting on Sunday, Aug. 27 at 9 a.m. 
Register online at www.rsholom.org or call 
Judy Van Der Stelt (813) 837-1911 or email 
educator@rsholom.org.

Block party: A complimentary hot dog 
lunch will be offered at a welcome back block 
party on Sunday, Aug. 27 from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. There will be a giant water slide, 
Kona Ice truck and more. For more informa-
tion, call the synagogue office.

Studies with the rabbi: Rabbi 
Hearshen leads three classes on Thursdays: 
study of the weekly Torah portion at 11 a.m., 
Talmud studies at noon and Embracing Juda-
ism: Basics to Complex, at 7 p.m. There is no 
charge and the classes are open to all.

Latin American Jewish movie: 
Enjoy a romantic comedy, Like a Fish Out 
of Water, on Monday Aug. 28 at 6:30 p.m. 
This movie is about a new immigrant from 
Argentina who falls in love with his female 
Hebrew teacher. The cost is $5 per person.

Cong. Kol Ami
Open house: Kol Ami will celebrate its 

40th birthday on Sunday, Aug. 20 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. with an open house and kick-off 
event. Congregants are asked to bring friends 
to share in the fun games and festivities. Sign 
up for youth groups and meet the Kol Ami 

family. There will be free hot dogs, fruit and 
cookies.

Torah Trope classes: Learn or re-
fresh your knowledge of Torah Trope on 
Wednesdays, Aug. 23 and 30 at 7 p.m. with 
Dr. Craig Kalter and Thursdays, Aug. 24 and 
31 at 7 p.m. with Cantor Beth Scholossberg. 
Participants must be able to read Hebrew and 
may find it beneficial to attend both Wednes-
day and Thursdays classes. Call the Kol Ami 
office at (813) 962-6338 for more information 
or to RSVP for class.

Book group: The Tree of Lifelong 
Learning book group will meet on Tuesday, 
Aug. 29 from 7-9 p.m. to discuss the book, 
Sylvia Rafael: Life and Death of a Mossa Spy 
by Ram Oren. L’Chaim: A class, “Sharing 
Life’s Lessons,” is offered on Tuesdays from 
11 a.m. to noon. Topics, readings and a differ-
ent leader are chosen for each weekly session. 

Knitting time: The Sisterhood Needle 
Workers hold weekly knitting sessions on 
Tuesdays from 1:30 - 3 p.m. in the boardroom. 
Their creations are donated to the First Nest-
ers, a group that provides housing for teens 
aging out of foster care. For more informa-
tion, call the synagogue

Cong. Schaarai Zedek
Meet over frozen yogurt: The com-

munity – unaffiliated singles and families 
and congregants - are invited to meet with 
Rabbi Richard Birnholz, Rabbi Nathan 
Farb and Cantor Deborrah Cannizzaro at 
Yogurtology outlets for free frozen yogurt. 
The temple staff will be at the Yogurtology 
in north Tampa at 7889 Gunn Highway on 
Thursday, Aug. 24 from 6:30 - 8 p.m. and 
at the Yogurtology at 1201 S. Church St. in 
south Tampa from 6:30 - 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 31. RSVP to the temple at (813) 876-
2377 or email office@zedek.org

Going country: The temple will hold 
its annual Sha’ Barbecue dinner and Yee 
Haw Shabbat service for new and prospec-
tive members on Friday, Aug. 25 with the 
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HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
Reform

BETH ISRAEL/ JEWISH CONGREGATION OF SUN CITY CENTER  — 1115  E. Del 
Webb Blvd., Sun City Center • Mailing Address: P. O. Box 5203, Sun City 
Center, 33571 •  Rabbi  Carla Freedman •  Shabbat Services: Friday 7:30 
p.m., 2nd & 4th Saturday 10 a.m., Torah Study: noon • Telephone: (813) 
634-2590  • Web address: www.jcscc.org. • Affiliated with Union for Reform 
Judaism

Congregation BETH AM  — 2030 W. Fletcher Ave, Tampa 33612  • Rabbi 
Jason Rosenberg • Joy Katzen-Guthrie, Cantorial Leader • Shabbat Ser-
vices: 1st, 3rd and 5th Fridays, 7:30 p.m., potluck dinner to follow; 2nd and 
4th Fridays, 6:30 p.m.; 2nd-5th Saturdays, 9 a.m; Torah study 3rd Saturday, 
10 a.m. • Telephone (813) 968-8511  •  Website: www. mybetham. com. • 
Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism

Congregation BETH SHALOM — 706 Bryan Road, Brandon, 33511 • Rabbi 
Betsy Torop • Shabbat Service:  Friday 7:45 p.m., • Telephone: (813) 681-
6547 • Website: http://bethshalom-brandon.org. • Affiliated with Union for 
Reform Judaism

Congregation SCHAARAI  ZEDEK — 3303 W. Swann Ave., Tampa 33609 • 
Rabbi Richard J. Birnholz, Rabbi Nathan Farb • Cantor Deborrah Cannizzaro 
• Services: Friday, 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Torah study, 9 a.m. • Telephone: 
(813) 876-2377 • Website: www.zedek.org. • Affiliated with Union for 
Reform Judaism 

Conservative
Congregation KOL AMI — 3919 Moran Road, Tampa  33618  •  Rabbi Howard 

Siegel • Cantor Beth Schlossberg • Services: Friday 6:30 p.m. (Family 
Service first Friday of the month); Saturday 9:30 a.m.; Sunday, 9:15 a.m.; 
Monday-Thursday, 7:30 p.m. • Torah study every Saturday, 8:30 - 9:25 a.m. 
• Telephone: 962-6338 • website: www. kolami. org. • Affiliated with  United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

Congregation MEKOR SHALOM — 14005A N. Dale Mabry Hwy., Tampa, 
33618 • Hazzan Jodi Sered-Lever, Spiritual Leader • Services: Friday 6:30 
p.m., Saturday, 9:30 a.m. Telephone: (813) 963-1818 • Website: www.
mekorshalom.org. • Unaffiliated

Congregation RODEPH SHOLOM — 2713 Bayshore Blvd., Tampa  33629 
•  Rabbi  Josh Hearshen • Cantor Andres Kornworcel • Services: Friday. 
6 p.m.; Saturday service, 9:30  a.m.; Mon. – Fri. 7:15 a.m.,  Sunday, 9:15 
a.m. • Telephone: (813) 837-1911 • Website: www.rsholom.org.  • Affiliated 
with  United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

Orthodox
BAIS (TEMPLE) DAVID CHABAD — 2001 W. Swann Ave., Tampa  33606 • 

Rabbi Lazer Rivkin  • Shabbat Services and meal: Friday 7:30 p.m., Saturday 
9:45 a.m., 7:30 p.m.  •  Telephone: (813) 966-8770  •  Website: www.
chabadofcentralflorida.com. • Email: Drivkin52@gmail.com

CHABAD  LUBAVITCH  of  TAMPA BAY — 14908 Peninngton Road, Tampa  33624 
• Rabbi Yossie Dubrowski, executive director • Telephone: (813) 963-2317 • 
Website: www.chabadoftampabay.com. 

CHABAD of BRANDON / JEWISH DISCOVERY CENTER — 1578 Bloomingdale 
Ave., Valrico, 33596 • Rabbi Mendel Rubashkin • Services: Saturday, 10 a.m. 
• Call for location, Telephone: (813) 571-8100 • Website: chabadbrandon.
org. 

CHABAD  CHAI  of  SOUTH  TAMPA — 2511 W. Swann Ave. #201, Tampa, FL 
33606 • Rabbi Mendy Dubrowski • Services: 1st and 3rd Saturday of month, 
10 a.m. • Telephone: (813) 922-1723 • Website: www.ChabadSouthTampa.
com

BAIS MENACHEM CHABAD — 1319 North B. St., Tampa,  33606 •  Rabbi Levi 
Rivkin • Shabbat dinner, 8 p.m. •  Shacharit service: Mon. & Thurs., 8:15 
a.m., Weinberg Village. Mincha service: Mon.—Thurs., 7 p.m., •  Telephone: 
(813) 375-9799, (813) 504-4432 • Website: www. bmchabad.com

Congregation BAIS TEFILLAH — 14908 Pennington Road, Tampa, 33624 • 
Rabbi Yossie Dubrowski • Shabbat Services: Friday, 8 p.m. , Saturday 10 
a.m. • Sunday Shachrit, 9 a.m. • Telephone: (813) 963-2317 • Website: www. 
chabadoftampaybay.com

Congregation  YOUNG ISRAEL of  TAMPA - 13207 N. 52nd St., Tampa, 33617 
• Rabbi Uriel Rivkin • Services: Monday - Friday 7 a.m., Friday, 7 p.m., 
Saturday, 10 a.m. • Sunday, 9:00 a.m. • Evening services every night at 
sunset • (813) 832-3018 • Website: www. youngisraeloftampa.org

MERKOS CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF CENTRAL FLORIDA — 613 S. Melville Ave. 
Tampa, 33606 • Director: Rabbi Lazer Rivkin • Telepone: (813) 966-8770 •  
Website:  www.ChabadOfCentralFlorida.com

Campus
CHABAD HOUSE JEWISH STUDENT CENTER at USF — 13287 Arbor Point Circle 

unit 102, Tampa, 33617, Mailing address: USF Marshall CTR. Box 310, 
Tampa, 33620. • Rabbi Levi Rivkin • Shabbat Services and meal: Friday 
7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. • Housing Available • Telephone: (813) 504-
4432 •  Website: www.chabadhouseusf.org • Email: bmchabad@gmail.com

CHABAD JEWISH STUDENT CENTER at UT – 401 W. Kennedy Blvd. Box P., 
Tampa 33606 • Rabbi Levi Rivkin • Telephone: (813) 504-4432 • Website: 
www.chabadut.org

HILLELS OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST— 13101 Sycamore Drive, Tampa, 33620 
• Rabbi Ed Rosenthal • Shabbat Services: (during academic year) Friday 
6:30 p.m. • Telephone: (813) 899-2788 • Website:  www.suncoasthillels.org.

USF CHABAD on CAMPUS — 4506 Sweetwater Lake Drive, Tampa, 33620 
•  Rabbi Pinny Backman • Website: www.USFChabad.com • Telephone: 
(813)978-8723

Jewish Renewal
Congregation OR AHAVAH — Rabbi Debrah Shenefelt, spiritual leader • 

Monthly gathering – see website for more information • Telephone: 813-
968-7850; email: D.shenenfelt@att.net. • Website: www.Orahavah.org • 
Affiliated with Aleph. 

CITRUS COUNTY
Conservative

Congregation BETH SHOLOM — Civic Circle, Beverly Hills • Mailing address: 
Beverly Hills Jewish Center, P. O. Box 640024, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024 
•  Hazzan Mordecai Kamlot, cantor/spiritual leader •. Shabbat services: 
Friday, 6 p.m., Saturday, 9:30 a.m. Telephone (352) 643-0995 Website: 
www.bethsholomcitrus.org

PASCO COUNTY
Orthodox

CHABAD  JEWISH CENTRE  at  WIREGRASS — 2124 Ashley Oaks Circle, 
Wesley Chapel, 33544 • Rabbi Mendy Yarmush • Services: First and Third 
Saturday of the month, 10:30 a.m. • Telephone: (813) 642-3244 • Website: 
www.ChabadatWiregrass.com.

NORTH PINELLAS COUNTY
Reform

Temple  AHAVAT SHALOM — 1575 Curlew Rd., Palm Harbor, 34683 • Rabbi 
Gary Klein •  Services:  First Friday: 6:00 p.m., All other Fridays: 7:30 p.m., 
call for Saturday service time • Telephone: (727) 785-8811 • Website: www. 
ahavatshalom.org. • Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism 

Temple BETH CHAI DAVID  —  39330 U.S. 19 N., Bradley Plaza, Tarpon 
Springs • Mailing adress: P.O. Box 535, New Port Richey, 34653 • Rabbi 
David Levin • Shabbat Services:  Friday: 7:30 p.m. •  Telephone: (727) 697-
3982 or (352) 428-2280 • Unaffiliated

Congregation B’NAI EMMUNAH — 57  Read St., Tarpon Springs, 34689 • Mail-
ing Address: P.O. Box 1312, Tarpon Springs, 34688 • Rabbi Lynn Goldstein •  
Services: Friday: 7:30 p.m. • Torah study Saturday, 10:30 a.m. • Telephone: 
(727) 938-9000 • Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism

 POLK COUNTY
Reform

Temple BETH SHALOM — 1029 Bradbury Road, • P.O.B. 313 Winter Haven, 
33882-0313 • Rabbi Garson Herzfeld • Shabbat evening services: (usually 
2nd and 4th Shabbat of the month at 8 p.m.) Torah study-Saturdays at 9:30 
a.m. • Telephone: (863) 292-0722. • Website: www.templebethshalompolk.
org. • Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism 

Conservative
Temple EMANUEL —  600 Lake Hollingsworth Drive, Lakeland, 33803 • 

Rabbi David Goldstein  • Shabbat Services: Friday 7:30 p.m.; Saturday 
9:30 a.m. Telephone: (863) 682-8616.  • Website:  TempleEmanuelLakeland.
com. • Affiliated with  United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

Orthodox
CHABAD JEWISH CENTER — 2270 Griffin Road, Lakeland, 33810 • Rabbi 

Moshe Lazaros  •  Shabbat Services: Saturday 10 a.m. • Telephone: (863) 
937-5565 • Website: www.chabadlakeland.org.
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Shabbat Candle 
Lighting Times

Aug. 18   •   7:48 pm
Aug. 25   •   7:41 pm
Sept. 1    •   7:33 pm
Sept. 8    •   7:25 pm

I am writing this message having just 
returned from a trip to Israel and Turkey. In 
Jerusalem, I attended the Rabbinic Torah 
Seminar at the Shalom Hartman Institute. 
This year’s theme was “1917 (Balfour 
Declaration), 1947 (UN Partition) 1967 (6-
Day War): The Legacy of the Past and the 
Future of Modern Israel.” Appropriately 
enough, two major foci dominated many 
discussions – the future of the Temple 
Mount and the West 
Bank.

A close Turk-
ish friend from 
Tampa joined me 
in Israel for eight 
days – his first trip 
to the country. Then 
together we flew to 
Istanbul and Izmir/
Cesme.

 Turkey is an 
amazing country with its own unique en-
ergy and customs, unlike any other Muslim 
state. Seen through the eyes of my dear 
friend (and his family), I experienced 
sights and neighborhoods that are beyond 
the scope of most tours. While President 
Erdogan has built a modern infrastructure, 
he is gradually reducing personal free-
doms, controlling the judiciary system, and 
moving toward a more religious state.

My attempts to visit the Jewish Museum 
in Istanbul were thwarted by anti-Israel 
demonstrations. Moreover, I was denied 
entry into the largest synagogue on Shab-
bat because I was unaware that the Jewish 
Council required a prior application and 
approval for visitors. This was a bit of a 
shock.

Just a week before in Israel, the seminar 
at Hartman had concluded Thursday before 
the incident on the Temple Mount. So my 
Turkish friend was denied entry into the Al 
Aqsa Mosque for Friday prayers. We ulti-
mately commiserated on how being denied 
access to public worship felt for each of us.

During my stay in Israel, I visited the 
West Bank on two separate occasions. The 
first time, sponsored by Truah – Rabbis for 
Human Rights, I spent several hours with a 

By RABBI GARSON HERZFELD
Temple Beth Shalom, Winter Haven

Israel, 
Turkey and 
hope for 
the future Palestinian family. The second time, spon-

sored by the Hartman Institute, I visited 
with Israeli settlers. Both families want 
a peaceful resolution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. Both families want to live 
day-to-day feeling safe and secure. Both 
are opposed to violence and terrorism. Yet, 
each one has a vastly different vision of 
Israel – whether ultimately there should 
be one state or two – secular or religious. 
Moreover, during the two weeks at Hart-
man, I heard many different options for a 
solution to the conflict, but none seemed to 
satisfy both sides.

In spite of what I saw first hand, I am 
still optimistic. In Turkey, I played with my 
friend’s 10-month old niece – bright-eyed, 
a bundle of energy, open to be loved by ev-
eryone. She doesn’t know about religions – 
Muslim, Jewish, Christian (her nanny). She 
is unaware of conflict. In Israel, I visited 
Kurdish Jewish friends of 40 years. Their 
granddaughter stopped by to say hello. I 
held her as an infant more than 20 years 
ago. She is pregnant – another child will 
enter this world not knowing of religious 
differences or political conflicts. Both chil-
dren represent the future.

As an older adult, I have found a friend 
here in Tampa who is as close to me as 
any lifetime friends (or family).  We were 
born worlds apart – culturally, religiously, 
politically – and yet we find more in com-
mon than differences that may separate us. 
And here in Tampa, our Jewish community 
is planting seeds for our children, grand-
children – the future – by initiating Jewish-
Muslim dialogue through the auspices of 
the Jewish Community Relations Council. 

Once we know our neighbors as human 
beings and dispel common misconceptions 
about our differences, the bonds of friend-
ship will prevail. I firmly believe this to be 
the case, no matter where one resides.

Yes I am an eternal optimist. Each year 
as the High Holidays approach, I pray for 
the end of conflict. I pray for peace. Will 
5778 be that year? I hope so. But if not, I 
will keep working toward that goal.

Rabbinically Speaking is published as 
a public service by the Jewish Press in 
cooperation with the Tampa Rabbinical 
Association which assigns the column on a 
rotating basis.



Talmud Study: After several 
years, participants in Talmud study 
have finished the first Tractate (sec-
tion) – Berachot – and have now 
moved on to Sanhedrin, where 
they are beginning to explore the 
Jewish legal system. Drop-ins and 
“just want to try it outs” are always 
welcome. The group will meet on 
Thursdays, Aug. 24 and 31 at 9:30 
a.m. Call the synagogue office to 
confirm class attendance at (813) 
968-8511. For more information, 
contact Rabbi Rosenberg at (813) 
968-8511 or RabbiRosenberg@
BethAmTampa.org

Trivia night: Bring friends, 
family and food or drink to share 
as the Beth Am Social Chairs test 
your knowledge of facts, obscure 
and germane, at Trivia Night at the 
temple on Saturday, Aug. 26 at 7 
p.m. If you don’t have a team, we’ll 
join you up with one. 

For more information, contact 
Victoria at Admin@BethAm-
Tampa.org

Cong. Or Ahavah
Mystic Torah classes: A 

series of classes is scheduled on 
Sundays, Aug. 20 and 27, Sept. 
3 and 10 at from 10 a.m. to noon 
to study the classic text in Jew-
ish religious and spiritual ethics, 
Tomer Devorah, The Palm Tree of 
Devorah. No special background 
in Hebrew or Jewish mysticism is 
required.

The place of class will be given 
upon registration. Class fees are 
$180 for members and $198 for 
friends. Limited financial support 
and payment plans are available. 
A long-distance learning option 
is also available. RSVP imme-
diately. The registration form is 
available at orahavah.org or contact 
Rabbi Debrah Shenefelt at 
d.shenefelt@att.net. 

Preparing for High Holi-
days: This class begins on Mon-
day, Aug. 21 from 6:30- 7:30 p.m. 
followed by the next three Sundays, 
Aug. 27, Sept. 3 and Sept. 10 at 
12:15 p.m. Group meditation also 
will be offered during the week 
through a long-distance platform 

and is included in the price of the 
class. Class fees are $72 for mem-
bers and $90 for friends and lim-
ited financial support and payment 
plans are available. Place of class 
will be given upon registration. 
A long-distance learning option 
is available. RSVP immediately 
at orahavah.org or contact Rabbi 
Debrah at d.shenefelt@att.net.

Cong. Bais Menacham 
Chabad

Practical kabbalah: Enrich 
the soul and mind with a touch of 
kabbalah. Learn practical spiritual-
ity for everyday life. Classes are 
held on Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7 p.m.
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NominateA Deserving Individual
for our

Stephen Weinberg 8 Over 80 Awards

Help us recognize eight seniors, eighty years or older, who have dedicated
their time, talents, and lives to our Jewish community and/or specific causes.

Nominate deserving individuals for the selection committee to elect...

   Who are at least eighty years old or older; 
Exemplifies a commitment to the Jewish community, an organization, and/or specific causes; 

  Has demonstrated a strong commitment to Jewish values.

On the Maureen & Douglas Cohn Jewish Community Campus
A wholly owned subsidiary of Tampa Jewish Community Center and Federation, Inc.

13005 Community Campus Drive, Tampa, FL 33625

Harry & Jeanette

Weinberg Village Assisted Living Residences

Sylvan & Jean Orloff Memory Support Unit

Assisted Living Facility - License No. 08679

For more information on Stephen Weinberg 8 over 80 Awards or  
Weinberg Village call 813.969.1818 or visit weinbergvillage.com

WWW.360REALTYTAMPA.COM

813.508.2715

• LICENSED REALTOR ®
• LICENSED REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY
• RESIDENTIAL & COmmERCIAL

SERVICE AND KNOWLEDGE
FROm EVERY ANGLE

360 REALTY

10% OF EARNED COmmISSION DONATED
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF YOUR CHOICE

CARLYN NEUMAN

dinner at 6 p.m. and the service at 
7:30 p.m. The rabbis and cantor 
will be grillin’ and chillin.’ There is 
no cost for the dinner, but RSVPs 
are required by Aug. 22. Call (813) 
876-2377 or email office@zedek.
org or go to www.zedek.org/RSVP. 
The Yee Haw country-style service 
will feature the Schaarai Zedek 
Yee Haw Band. Optional attire is 
“Cowboy Chic.” An oneg will fol-
low the service.

Pool party: The Schaarai 
Zedek 20s+30s group will hold a 
pool party at Hula Bay on Sunday, 
Aug. 20 from 1-4 p.m. Admission 
is $25 and covers a light lunch at 
Hula Bay as well as first drink at 
the outdoor bar. The group has a 
reserved a shady canopy area. Feel 
free to come prepared to swim and/
or relax by the pool. For more in-
formation, contact Lindsey Dewey 
at ldewey@zedek.org or (813) 
876-2377, ext. 221. RSVP at www.
zedek.org/20s30s

Candle lighting on Mars?: 
An adult learning session will be 
offered by Rabbi Farb on Wednes-
day, Aug. 23 from 7 - 8:30 p.m. to 
explore Jewish questions for the 
future, such as when you would 
light candles on Mars. The discus-
sion topics will include artificial 
intelligence, space travel and ge-
netic engineering. Learn how these 
advances will also change familiar 
Jewish law. RSVP to the temple.

Meet and greet: The Sister-
hood and Brotherhood are holding 
a meet and greet session on the first 
day of religious school, Sunday, 
Aug. 27 from 9-11 a.m. to tell folks 
what is planned for the new year. 
There will be food and drinks and 
the Brotherhood will also supply a 
barista to make your favorite cof-
fee drinks.

Religious school registra-
tion: It’s not too late to register 
your child. Newcomers should 
note that temple membership re-
quired for religious school enroll-
ment can be waived on a one-time 
basis for children entering grades 
pre-k through 5. A special fee ap-
plies. For a registration packet, 
contact Religious School Director 
Donna Wood at (813) 876-2377, 
ext. 210 or download forms at 
http://www.zedek.org/learning/
religiousschool

Cong. Beth Am
Open house: All members 

and prospective members are 
invited to an open house and wel-
come back breakfast on Sunday, 
Aug. 27 from 10-11 a.m. Rabbi 
Jason Rosenberg, board mem-
bers, Men’s Club, Sisterhood, 
youth groups, and congregants will 
be on hand to meet guests. More 
information can be found at www.

BethAmTampa.org or by calling
the office at (813) 968-8511.

An Evening of Song: A spe-
cial musical program, “I Can’t Give 
You Anything but Love,” featuring 
vocalist Janice Nepon-Sixt and 
cantorial leader Joy Katzen-Guth-
rie on piano, with special guests 
will he held on Sunday, Aug. 20 at 
7 p.m. There is no admission charge 
but those planning to attend should 
RSVP by calling (813) 265-2545, 
or emailing janlaurie@verizon.net. 
A dessert reception will be held 
after the performances.

Social Action commit-
tee: The congregation’s social 
action committee will observe a 
year of mitzvot this year, rather 
than having just one day of multiple 
opportunities to practice tikkun 
olam – repairing the world. The first 
event is to volunteer with Love Has 
No Borders, a local group that pre-
pares and delivers care packages to 
refugees and the recently resettled. 
To join in, come on Sunday, Aug. 
20, from 3-5 p.m. to the Key Vista/
Oak Chase Apartments, 12535 
Tinsley Circle (near 127th Avenue 
and 15th Street) to help deliver gro-
ceries and back-to-school supplies. 

For more information, contact 
Irma Polster at ipolster@tam-
pabay.rr.com.

IN-BETWEEN
• CONTINUED from FRONT PAGE 

The event will kickoff with Alef-Bet Yoga, led by a pro-
fessional yoga instructor. Following the yoga session, the 
participants will head up to the J Loft for a conversation about 
learning Hebrew and other languages, while enjoying a frozen 
yogurt bar. 

“Tweens will be encouraged to get outside of their daily 
routine and meet kids who enjoy the same things they do. They 
will build long-lasting friendships while exploring their Jewish 
identity,” said Brandy Gold, PJ Our Way director.

Cost to attend the first program is $10 and can be paid by 
registering online at www.BryanGlazerFamilyJCC/Tweens 
or at the door. The Glazer JCC is located at 522 N. Howard 
Ave., Tampa.

For more information regarding the TweenConneX program 
and it’s first meeting, contact David Siskin at david.siskin@
jewishtampa.com or (813) 291-2252. Anyone interested in 
finding out more about registering their child for PJ Our Way, 
contact Brandy Gold at brandy.gold or (813) 769-4725 or go 
on line to www.PJOurWay.org.

Education directors from congregations in Clearwater 
and Tampa were among 75 participants from across North 
America to participate in an annual workshop on teaching 
about Israel.

Sponsored by the Center for Israel Education (CIE) and 
the Emory Institute for the Study of Modern Israel (ISMI), 
the educator workshop was held in Atlanta in June. Local 
participants were Tami Wolf of Congregation Beth Shalom 
in Clearwater and Judy Van Der Stelt of Congregation Ro-
deph Sholom in Tampa.

The workshop focused on Israel’s history, politics and 
culture. CIE President and Emory University Professor 
Kenneth W. Stein told the educators, “ A common history 
connects us all, regardless of geography, politics or flavor of 
Judaism practiced. We need to know Israel’s story and that 
of its people because Israel is integral to Jewish identity in 
the 21st Century.”

Based on information gained at the conference, Rodeph 
Sholom and Beth Shalom plan to collaborate on an innova-
tive Israel curriculum for high school students. 

For information contact Judy Van der Stelt at Educator@
rsholom.org or Tami Wolf at CBSTami@cbsclearwater.org

(L-R) Judy Van Der Stelt of Congregation Rodeph Sholom in 
Tampa and Tami Wolf of Congregation Beth Shalom in Clearwater 
enjoy lunch together at the Center for Israel Education 
conference in Atlanta in June.

2 Bay area teachers attend Israel education conference
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Call today for more information.
727-302-3800

255 59th Street N • St. Petersburg, FL 33710
www.MenorahManor.org/Rehabilitation

Exceptional rehabilitation, 
luxurious surroundings.

• Innovative therapies that encourage wellness

• Separate area with its own entrance

• Flat Screen TVs and WiFi

• Private Dining Room overlooking Bear Creek

The religious school provides a caring 
and warm environment to foster 
learning. Our boys look forward to 
attending every Sunday morning. We 
are so proud of the Jewish identity that 
Temple Ahavat Shalom is helping them 
to form.

The Tekula Family

Our 6th and 9th grade boys 
were warmly welcomed this year 
into theTemple Ahavat Shalom 
family.  Our son, Adam , thoroughly 
enjoys his role as a madrich, helping 
with the younger children, while 
our  6th grader, Corey has met many 
new friends as he prepares for his 
Bar mitzvah next year. Temple Ahavat Shalom is our second home.

Wendy & Larry Roos

The Tampa Jewish Federation and the 
Jewish Federation of Pinellas and Pasco 
Counties are inviting young adults from the 
Tampa Bay area to participate in the Jew-
ish Leadership Training Institute (JLTI), an 
11-session, leadership development pro-
gram. 

Now in its 13th year, JLTI is designed to 
inspire young professionals to get involved 
and take on leadership roles in the Tampa 
Bay Jewish community. Throughout the 
years, graduates have held leadership posi-
tions on boards and committees of local Jew-
ish organizations and agencies on both sides 
of the bay.

Special highlights of JLTI include an ex-
clusive tour of One Buc Place with philan-
thropist Bryan Glazer, co-chairman of the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, in November and 
guest admission to the Tampa Jewish Fed-
eration’s Annual President’s Dinner next 
February. The group will also connect to 
Israel as the “Start-Up Nation” by visiting 
the new Florida-Israel Business Accelerator 
in Tampa to learn about its efforts to help 
Israeli entrepreneurs expand into the U.S. 

market.
The series of interactive classes will be-

gin with an orientation on Monday, Oct. 23 
and will run through Sunday, Feb. 25, with a 
graduation date to be determined. All classes 
start at 6:45 p.m. (unless otherwise noted). 
Meetings locations will be announced.  

The cost to participate in JLTI is $99, 
which includes course materials and dinner 
during each session. Space is limited to 25 
people.

Other class dates are: Oct. 30, Nov. 13, 
Nov. 27, Dec.11, Jan. 8; Jan. 22; Feb. 5 and 
Feb. 20. 

To apply for JLTI, visit www.jewishtam-
pa.com/JLTI or jewishpinellas.org. Deadline 
to apply is Oct. 2. Applicants will be notified 
by email about the status of their applica-
tions by Oct. 11.

For more information about JLTI, con-
tact Lisa Robbins at the Tampa Jewish Fed-
eration at (813) 769.4723 or email lisa.rob-
bins@jewishtampa.com, or call the Jewish 
Federation of Pinellas & Pasco Counties at 
(727) 530-3223 or email esocash@jewishpi-
nellas.org.

New round of training for future 
young leaders begins this fall

Young professionals from the Jewish Fed-
erations of Tampa, Pinellas & Pasco Coun-
ties, Orlando and Sarasota will come togeth-
er on Sunday, Sept. 17 to tailgate and enjoy 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers season home 
opener against the Chicago Bears. 

From 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., young pro-
fessionals are invited to bring their own 
food and beverage and mix, mingle and 
tailgate together in a designated location in 
Lot 14 (exact location TBD). Kickoff at 1 
p.m.

Tickets are available to young profession-
als (ages 20 through 40s) for a discounted 
price of $45 (regularly $105). To purchase 
tickets, visit www.buccaneers.com/jewish-
federation. 

The deadline to purchase tickets is Friday, 

Aug. 25 or until tickets run out. Tickets will 
be located in section 243 of the stadium. 
Tickets are limited to two per person and 
are non-refundable. After Sept. 25, reserved 
tickets in this section will be released to the 
general public for sale.

Discounted tickets and tailgating space 
are provided by Bryan Glazer and the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers organization.   The event 
is hosted by the Tampa Jewish Federation 
in partnership with the Jewish Federations 
of Pinellas & Pasco Counties, Orlando and 
Sarasota.

For more information, contact Lisa Rob-
bins, director of young adult engagement for 
the Tampa Jewish Federation, at (813) 769-
4723 or email lisa.robbins@jewishtampa.
com.

Kick off Bucs season with tailgate at stadium

The Bryan Glazer Family JCC is continu-
ing its Culture Café series with its take on 
jazz appreciation, served with a side of wine, 
beer and cheese.

The four-part multi-media program, “A 
Beginner’s Guide to Loving Jazz,” explores 
the sometimes mystifying and intimidating 
music known as jazz. It follows the music 
through the lens of Miles Davis’s career as 
seen from a fan’s perspective.

Former journalist and Tampa author 
Scott Wachtler will moderate the program. 
Wachtler has been a fan of jazz for more 
than 30 years. He chose to use Miles Davis’s 
career as the focus of the program because 
Davis was at the forefront of so many mod-
ern jazz styles.

“Davis had his hand in almost every form 
of jazz and he played with so many great 
musicians. His career really serves as a great 
way to get to know what jazz is all about,” 
said Wachtler. “Jazz is sometimes seen as 
something that needs to be understood on 
an academic or technical level. I think this 

Culture Café follows 
up with ‘A Beginner’s 
Guide to Loving Jazz’

Miles Davis will be the focus of the four-part 
program.

program will get people to love it on an emo-
tional level.”

The program kicked off at the Bryan Glaz-
er Family JCC on Aug. 15 and continues 
through November. Each month’s program 
is open to members and non-members. Craft 
beer and cheese will be served. Each month 
a new local brewery, including Coppertail 
Brewing Company, 81 Bay Brewing and 
Rock Brothers Brewing Co., will be featured 
thanks to each breweries’ in-kind donations.

The program runs on Tuesdays, Sept. 12, 
Oct. 17 and Nov. 14 at the Bryan Glazer 
Family JCC, 522 N. Howard Ave. Each 
session will run from 7-8:30 p.m. Cost for 
members is $10 per session, non-members 
$15 per session. For more information con-
tact Pnina Levermore at pnina.levermore@
jewishtampa.com

Students attending Tampa’s Hillel Acad-
emy have scored in the top 10 percent na-
tionally in reasoning and mathematics in a 
test taken last May. The students in grades 
3-8 also did well above average in four other 
areas as measured by the standardized tests 
of the Educational Records Bureau (ERB). 

Compared to students in other private 
schools taking this test worldwide, Hillel 
students scored:

• Quantitative reasoning – 91st percentile
• Mathematics – 90th percentile
• Writing concepts and skills – 88th per-

centile
• Reading comprehension – 86th percentile
• Verbal reasoning – 86th percentile
• Writing Mechanics – 87th percentile
Applications are still being accepted for 

the 2017-18 school year at Hillel Academy, 
which begins Aug. 16.  

Hillel Academy is Tampa’s only accred-
ited Jewish day school, providing studies 
in academics, technology and Jewish life. 
Financial aid and transportation options are 
available. 

Hillel Academy is accredited by the Flor-
ida Council of Independent Schools and the 
Florida Kindergarten Council, and is a mem-
ber of the Jewish Community Day School 
Network and the National Association of 
Independent Schools.

More information about Hillel Academy 
is available by calling Cosmo Kunzelmann, 
the new director of admissions at (813) 963-
2242 or emailing  ckunzelmann@hillelacad-
emytampa.com.

Hillel Academy student test scores in top tiers
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“I love what I do and you’ll love the results.”

The Harry & Jeanette Wein-
berg Village Assisted Living 
Residences has announced its 
sixth annual Stephen Weinberg 
8 Over 80 Awards ceremony 
and reception. 

The 8 over 80 Awards rec-
ognize the accomplished resi-
dents of the Tampa Jewish 
community who are 80 years 
of age and older and have 
contributed selflessly to their  
community through their time, 
talents and efforts. 

The deadline to recommend 
friends and loved ones who 
match these qualities has been 
extended. Nominations should 
be made by Friday, Aug. 25. 

All honorees will be inau-
gurated into the Jewish Tampa 
Senior Hall of Fame at the 
event scheduled for Sunday, 
Nov. 19, at the Bryan Glazer 
Family JCC. 

Nominations should include 
the name, age and brief biogra-
phy outlining your nominee’s 
involvements throughout their 
lifetime.

Those nominated must meet 
the following criteria:

• Be 80 years of age or older 
• Have a track record of in-

volvement within the Jewish 
community, an organization, 
and/or specific causes 

• Demonstrate a strong com-
mitment to Jewish values 

• Be an inspiring leader or 
mentor in the community 

In addition to honoring 
eight deserving honorees, pro-
ceeds raised through the event 
benefit the Weinberg Village 
Facility Enhancement and En-
dowment Funds. The Harry & 
Jeanette Weinberg Village, lo-
cated on the Maureen & Doug 
Cohn Jewish Community 
Campus, is a subsidiary of the 
Tampa JCC & Federation. 

For more information about 
the Stephen Weinberg 8 over 
80 nominations or Weinberg 
Village Assisted Living Resi-
dences, contact Dan Sultan, 
Weinberg Village executive 
director, at (813) 769-4729, 
via e-mail at dan.sultan@jew-
ishtampa.com or visit www.
weinbergvillage.com.

Residents at Weinberg Village 
Assisted Living Residences and 
the children of the Tampa JCC 
Preschool North came together 
for a fun performance by “Silly 
Sam.” 

Both Weinberg and the pre-
school are located on the Tampa 
JCC and Federation’s Maureen 
& Douglas Cohn Community 
Campus in northwest Hillsbor-
ough County. 

During the program, Silly Sam 
delighted both young and old 
with his magic tricks and and fun 
songs.

“The children were jumping, 
stomping and giggling,” said 
Charlotte Saks.

‘Silly’ humor makes the day at Weinberg Village

“Silly Sam” performing for seniors and preschoolers.
The laughter was infectious 

and the program left everyone 
with a smile on their face.

For more information about 
Weinberg Village programs and 

services, call Dan Sultan, ex-
ecutive director, or Ben Gersten, 
marketing director, at 813-969-
1818, or go to www.weinbergvil-
lage.com.

Nominate a 
mensch for this 
year’s 8 Over 80 
Awards ceremony
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 27TH

NOON -  4 :00 PM

THE  STRAZ  CENTER
DOWNTOWN TAMPA

NUOVO BR IDE  PRESENTS

MITZVAHS
+ EVENTS

REGISTER TODAY! WWW.NUOVOBR IDE .COM

USE 

PROMO CODE:

JPRESS

FOR HALF OFF 

ADMISSION!
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255 59th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Caregiving for a loved one is hard... 

We are here to help!

The Irv Weissman Adult Day Center
at The Marion and Bernard L. Samson Nursing Center

is a comprehensive program providing respite 
for caregivers and support for seniors living in 

their own homes.

• Recreational Activities
• Assistance with Medications
• Medical Services 
• Rehabilitation Services

• Transportation Available
   (Within radius--call for details)
• Nutritional Meals & Snacks
• Family Meetings and Support

Open Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Call (727) 302-3900 to register for 
a FREE TRIAL DAY

5 time winner of  The Best of North tampa

JohnErbs.com • Phone 813.908.3333 • Fax 813.908.1731

Free secoNd opiNioN

Serving Tampa
since 1971

with any authorized estimate from a
certified dealership or mechanic -

“Do not waste your money” John will match it or do better.

16133 N. Dale Mabry Hwy • Tampa, FL 33618
1 mile north of Bearss Ave./Ehrlich Rd. 

$20 OFF
for one service

in 2017 with this ad Local and one way moves.

Your 24/7 Source For:
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Community News
National &

International News
Advertising
Information

www.JewishPressTampa.com

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Embattled Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, currently 
the subject of multiple corruption investi-
gations, lashed out at the media at a rally 
attended by thousands of Likud Party sup-
porters.

Coalition chairman and Likud lawmaker 
David Bitan organized the rally because, he 
said, Netanyahu is being “persecuted” by 
the media and the opposition. Supporters 
were bussed in from around the country for 
the rally.

In his speech, Netanyahu slammed the 
“fake news” media, echoing a sign at the 
rally that said “Fake news is f***ing news.” 
Some journalists said they were verbally 
abused by rally participants.

Netanyahu called the corruption inves-
tigations “an obsessive witch-hunt against 
me and my family.”

“They don’t want to just take me down, 
they want to take us all down. They know 
that they can’t beat us at the ballots, so they 

are trying to circumvent democracy and 
topple us in other ways,” Netanyahu said.

“We know that the left and the media — 
and we know that it’s the same thing — is 
on an unprecedented hunt against me and 
my family to bring down the government. 
They are putting unrelenting pressure on 
the legal system in order for them to present 
an indictment without any proof,” he said. 

Netanyahu is currently the subject of two 
corruption investigations. In the first, called 
Case 1000, Netanyahu is accused of receiv-
ing expensive gifts from billionaires and 
then taking action on their behalf.  In the 
second, called Case 2000, he is accused of 
striking a deal with a newspaper publisher 
in order to receive favorable coverage at 
the expense of a competitor, Israel Hay-
om, owned by the casino magnate Sheldon 
Adelson.

Two other corruption scandals target as-
sociates of Netanyahu and both his wife and 
older son also are targets of investigations.

Netanyahu decries ‘fake news’ media,
calls investigations ‘witch hunt’

(JTA) – Yisrael Kristal, a Holocaust sur-
vivor from Haifa who was recognized by 
Guinness World Records as the oldest man 
in the world, has died, a month before his 
114th birthday.

Born on Sept. 15, 1903, in the town of 
Zarnow, Poland, Kristal moved to Lodz in 
1920 to work in his family’s candy busi-
ness. He continued operating the business 
after the Nazis forced the city’s Jews into a 
ghetto, where Kristal’s two children died. In 
1944, he was deported to Auschwitz, where 
his wife, whom he had married at 25, was 
killed. 

In 1950, he moved to Haifa with his sec-
ond wife and their son, working again as 
a confectioner. In addition to his son and 
daughter, Kristal has numerous grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Guiness recog-
nized him as the 
world’s oldest living 
man in 2016. 

When asked at the 
time what his secret 
was to long life, 
Kristal said: “I don’t know the secret for 
long life. I believe that everything is deter-
mined from above and we shall never know 
the reasons why. There have been smarter, 
stronger and better-looking men than me 
who are no longer alive. All that is left for 
us to do is to keep on working as hard as we 
can and rebuild what is lost.”

Last year, when he turned 113, about 100 
family members celebrated his bar mitzvah, 
a century after he missed it due to the up-
heavals of World War I.

World’s oldest man, a Holocaust 
survivor livng in Israel dies at 113

Yisrael Kristal
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Organizations

Right at Home offers caregiving services for 
almost any family and practically any situation.

• Safety Supervision & Transportation

• Ambulation, Dressing & Bathing Assistance

• Alzheimer’s, Stroke Recovery & Hospice Support

• Custom Care Plan

All caregivers are  highly screened, trained,
bonded and insured to meet your quality standards.

Anton Legal Group

Marital/Family Law • Civil Litigation
Stock Broker Disputes

S. David Anton, Esq.
www.AntonLegalGroup.com  • 2503 West Swann Ave., Suite 112, Tampa

813-443-5249

Since 1985

JCC
All programs listed are either 

at the Maureen & Douglas Cohn 
Jewish Community Campus, 13009 
Community Campus Drive, or at 
the Bryan Glazer Family JCC at 
522 N. Howard Ave. To RSVP or 
for more information on programs 
at either center, contact Pnina 
Levermore at (813) 291-2253 or 
pnina.levermore@JewishTampa.
com. All registrations should be 
completed before events begin.

Museum tour: A docent-led 
tour of the Tampa Bay History 
Museum will be held for members 
of both JCCs on Wednesday, Sept. 
6 from noon to 3 p.m. The tour is 
free for members and $9 for guests. 
RSVP is required.

Senior Games: The 37th an-
nual Senior Games are coming to 
the Tampa Bay area and a JCC team 
is being formed to compete in the 
event. The games are open to those 
50 and older and include pickleball, 
softball, billiards, running, power 
lifting, golf, swimming, dominoes, 
track and field and hobbies. 

The competitions will take place 
in the fall throughout the Tampa 
Bay area. Those interested in com-
peting should stop by the lobby at 
the Cohn Campus on Friday, Aug. 
25 between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. or 
the lobby of the Glazer JCC on 
Tuesday, Aug. 22 from noon to 1 
p.m. to learn more about it.

Medicare seminar:  A 
program to help seniors develop 
strategies to reduce the fear of fall-
ing and increase activity levels will 
by offered at the Glazer JCC led by 
Judy London a licensed healthcare 
agent and gerontologist, on Thurs-
days, Sept. 7 through Nov. 2 from 
1-3 p.m. This is free for members 
and $15 for guests.

Memoir writing: Learn to 
write your life story during classes 
on Mondays from Sept. 4 through 
Oct. 9 from 2-3:30 p.m. at the 
Glazer JCC. The cost is $50 for 
members and $65 for guests.

Crochet lessons: Learn cro-
chet with Judy Balber in a series 
of classes on the Cohn campus on 
Mondays from Aug. 21 through 
Sept. 25 from 10:30 a.m. to noon. 
Bring yarn, crochet hooks and any 
pattern you want. Cost is $25 for 
members and $30 for non-members 
with pro-rating options available.

Dominoes lessons: Learn 
the basics of the game of dominoes 
and hone your skills in free classes 
at the Cohn campus on Wednes-
days, Aug, 23 through Sept. 20, 
from 2 - 3:30 p.m. 

Lessons at the Glazer JCC will be 
on Wednesdays, Aug. 23 through 
Sept. 27 from 11 a.m. to 12:20 
p.m.. This is free for members and 
$5 for guests.

JetSetters: This social group 
for adults of all ages meets at both 
JCCs for an hour-long program 
followed by lunch. At the Glazer 
JCC, JetSetters meet on the second 
Wednesday of the month from 11 
a.m. to noon. The lunch is free 
for members but donations are 
welcome. 

The group also meets on the 
fourth Thursday of every month 
at the Cohn campus at 11 a.m. The 
lunch is free for members. Reserva-
tions are required.

News schmooze: A discus-
sion group to explore “hot button” 
issues is held at both JCCs. Up-
coming News Schmooze sessions 
at the Glazer JCC will be held on 
Tuesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. The 
topic will be the federal budget on 
Aug. 22, arts in America on Aug. 29 
and the Cabinet on Sept. 5. These 
meetings are free for members and 
$5 for non-members.

The group at the Cohn campus, 
led by Pat Renfroe, meets every 
other Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon. The group will discuss immi-
gration on Aug. 25 and the Cabinet 
positions, as well as a talk about 
the EPA and Homeland Security 
on Sept. 8.

Gameshow Thursdays:
Have a slice of pizza and play 
such games as “I’ve Got a Secret,” 
“What’s My Line,” and “Pass-
word” at the Cohn campus on the 
second Thursday of each month 
from 11 a.m. to noon. This is free 
for members and $5 for non-mem-
bers. Donations to cover the cost of 
the pizza are welcome.

Mah jongg: Folks can play 
this ancient Chinese table game at 
both JCC campuses. At the Cohn 
campus there will be sessions on 
Tuesdays, Aug. 22 through Sept. 
26, from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

At the Glazer JCC, drop-in ses-
sions are offered on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
1:30 - 3:30 p.m. This is free for 
members and $5 for non-members. 
Novices and experienced players 
are welcome. 

Friday movies: View clas-
sic movies, munch on popcorn and 
socialize on the first Friday of each 
month at the Cohn campus. The 
next event is on Friday, Sept. 1 at 10 
a.m. when there will be a showing 
of When Harry Met Sally.

Ballroom dancing: Learn 
graceful, elegant and romantic 
dances during ballroom dancing 
sessions at the Glazer JCC on 
Mondays, Sept. 4 through Dec. 18 
from 5-6 p.m. The cost is $35 for 
single members, $50 for couple 
members, $40 for single non-
members and $55 for couples who 
are non-members.

Genealogical Society
Holocaust Museum talk: The 

next meeting of the Jewish Genea-
logical Society of Tampa Bay will 
be hosted by and held at the Florida 
Holocaust Museum, 55 Fifth St. S., 
St. Petersburg, on Sunday, Sept. 10. 
Registration is at 1:30 p.m. and the 
program starts at 2 p.m. 

Urszula Szczepinska, curator of 
education and director of research 
at the museum, will discuss the 
“Holocaust by Bullets” - the mass 
shootings of more than 2 million 
Jews by the Nazis and their col-
laborators. She will discuss online 
resources that have the most up-
dated information and demonstrate 
how to use archival databases for 
information about these victims. 

An optional docent-led tour of 
the museum, free for museum and 

society members and $9 for non-
members, will take place following 
the program. Advanced registra-
tion for the tour is requested. RSVP 
to Sally Israel, (727) 343-1652.

JWV
Meeting note: Post 373 

meets the third Sunday of each 
month, at 9:30 a.m., usually in the 
SCI Unit of the Tampa VA hospi-
tal. The Post seeks members who 
would like to help ill and disabled 
veterans. Contact Commander 
Jack Rudowsky at (813) 598-8061 
or email: rochelletsr@gmail.com

JWI
Meet and greet: The Clear-

water Chapter of Jewish Women 
International will have a meet and 
greet on Tuesday, Aug. 22 at 7:30 
p.m. Come and learn about this 
organization, which empowers 
women and girls through economic 
literacy, community training, 
healthy relationship education and 
women’s leadership. 

Contact Veronica Harris at 
(727) 939-1759 or everonica-
harris@gmail.com  or Anne de-
Marlor at (727) 517-9197 or ade-
marlo@tampabay.rr.com for more 
information. 

Hadassah
Annual meeting: The North 

Pinellas Chapter of Hadassah will 
hold its annual member apprecia-
tion luncheon on Monday, Sept. 11 
at 11:30 a.m. at Temple Ahavat 
Shalom, 1575 Curlew Road, Palm 
Harbor. This is open for all life 
and annual paid-up members, as-
sociates and prospective members. 
“The Honeys” will make a guest 
appearance and Mike Warner
will perform on piano. Cost is $5, 
collected at the door. Reservations 
are required. To RSVP, call Doris 
Harding at (727) 772-4140.

Job-Links
Career counseling: Free 

personalized job-search and career 
coaching is offered by Tampa Bay 
Job-Links. Among its programs are 
free educational and motivational 
Monday Morning Links sessions 
from 9:30 - 11 a.m. at the Jack Roth 
Center for Career Development 
at TampaBay-Job-Links, 4100 W. 
Kennedy Blvd., Suite 206, Tampa. 
On Monday, Aug. 21, the topic is 
“Interview Tips & Techniques That 
Work.” Monday Morning Links 
is supported by the Vinik Family 
Foundation.

There are also Success work-
shops to aid with job-search skills 
that are free for Tampa Bay Job-
Links program participants; $15 for 
guests. On Thursday Aug. 24 from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., the topic 
is “Is Your Network Working.” An-
other program, “Switching Gears: 
A Roadmap for Career Transition,” 
will be held on Wednesdays, Aug. 
23 and 30 and Sept. 6 and 13 from 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. on a variety of 
topics relevant to job searches. The 
cost is $15 per session of $50 for 
all four, or free for individualized 
full-program participants. 

Reservations are required for all 
programs. For more information 
or to RSVP, call (813) 344-0200, 
email RSVP@TBJL.org, or visit 
www.TBJL.org.

Support groups
Alzheimer’s caregiver 

groups: Menorah Manor offers 
a support group meeting in the 
Samson Nursing Center at Me-
norah Manor, 255 59th St. N., St. 
Petersburg, on the first Thursday of 
the month from 3:30-5 p.m.  

For more information, call Gwen 
Kaldenberg, at (727) 302-3750.

With the start of the new school 
year, the Bryan Glazer Family JCC 
has you covered for after-school ac-
tivities. The fall enrichment classes 
start in September 

Classes include:
For children 5 & Under, Alef-

Bet Yoga, SoccerTots, Rugrats and 
TopSpin Kids Tennis

For students in K-8, Brick-
s4Kids, Extreme Kids in Motion, 

chess, FunWise Math and creative 
writing.

Member and guest fees vary de-
pending on whether it is an 8 or 10-
week session. The JCC is located at 
522 N. Howard Ave.

To register, visit www.bryan-
glazerfamilyjcc.com or contact 
david.siskin@jewishtampa.com or 
813-291-2252 for more informa-
tion.

Glazer JCC announces afterschool programs
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CONGREGATION
SCHAARAI ZEDEK

religious school

Our large enrollment presents an 
opportunity to make a  wealth of 
friends.

Non-member families may enroll 
their children (Pre-K through 
Grade 5) for 1 year.

A special fee applies.

For information about Fall Class Registration,
Donna Wood, our Religious School Director,

can be reached at (813) 876-2377, Ext. 210

3303 W Swann Ave • Tampa, FL  33609-4643  •  (813) 876-2377  •  www.zedek.org

The Religious School Experience at
Congregation Schaarai Zedek offers:

• One Sunday class per week for
Hebrew & Jewish studies

• Computer-enriched learning

• Our exciting curriculum is grounded in modern issues• Our exciting curriculum is grounded in modern issues• Our exciting curriculum is grounded in modern issues
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A special fee applies.
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handful of journalists and folks 
who were there not so much to 
counter-protest but to deliver an 
alternative message. Zelic Jones 
from Richmond bore a poster with 
a saying by Martin Luther King 
Jr., “We must accept finite disap-
pointment, but never lose infinite 
hope.”

I climbed the hillock to see if 
anyone would be willing to talk; 
on the way, the marchers had 
studiously ignored reporters, but 
I thought, at rest, they might be 
more amenable. It was not to be. 
One man, wearing black slacks, a 
white shirt, sunglasses and black 
baseball cap, shadowed me. He 
moved to stand between me and 
anyone I had hoped to interview.

I looked him directly in the eye.
“How’s it going, Shlomo?” he 

said.
“My name is Ron,” I said. I 

hadn’t identified myself as Jewish.
“You look like a Shlomo.”
“You want to talk?” I offered.
“I don’t talk to the press,” he 

said. “They just lie.” He scam-
pered away.

The exchange was jarring in 
how personal it was. I’ve been 
hated, directly, for many things 
(try being a journalist, anywhere), 
but it had been a while – I’d have 
to cast back to early childhood – 
since I’d faced visceral hatred just 
for, well, looking Jewish.

A year ago, I had been at a ho-
tel in Washington D.C. for the un-
veiling of the alt-right, convened 
by one of its lead theorists, Rich-
ard Spencer, who was also in at-
tendance in Charlottesville. That 
news conference – an expression 
of white supremacy argued in 
plummy tones that disguised its 
hateful content – was at a remove 
from the hatred stalking Charlot-
tesville’s streets. Spencer was po-
lite and helpful after the fact. His 
ideas are toxic, but in the airless 
corridors of a Washington hotel, 
they seemed denuded of malice; 
they seem to be the imaginings of 
an intemperate toddler.

Here in Charlottesville, the ha-
tred was present and real.

Among the 500 white suprema-
cists were men and women bear-
ing signs like “Goyim know!” 
(Know what?) and “Jews are sa-
tans children.” There were Nazi 
flags. There were men all in black, 
t-shirts and slacks and army boots 
and helmets, jogging along with 
plastic shields. There were the 
men who sang of “blood and soil” 
as they marched to the Emancipa-
tion Park event.

 And when the white suprema-
cists got their act together and 
gathered in McIntire Park, they 
shouted “Jew” every time the 
name of Charlotteville’s Jewish 
mayor, Michael Signer, was men-
tioned.

And of course, the hostility was 
not confined to Jews: As targets, 
Jews were not even preeminent; 

White supremacists gather in Charlottesville, 
VA.  JTA reporter Ron Kampeas, who shot this 
photo, was repeatedly targeted for being Jew-
ish. Although he had not identified himself  as 
Jewish, Kampeas believes he was singled out 
for “looking Jewish.” 

CHARLOTTESVILLE
blacks were. 

The focus on Jews was anoma-
lous: This was supposed to be 
about the Confederacy and South-
ern heritage, and defenders of the 
Southern Cause are not always 
identified with hostility toward 
Jews. An hour’s drive away, in 
Richmond’s Hollywood Cemetery, 
a Confederate monument, there’s a 
carefully tended Jewish section.

And yet here it was, the chants 
of “Jews will not replace us” (as?). 

I had two more personal en-
counters. At Dogwood Vietnam 
Memorial, a man in a floppy beige 
sunhat started following me and 
explaining to me the lie of the Ho-
locaust, the evil of the Jews, the 
value of DNA in determining pu-
rity. I retreated as he ran after me, 
screaming, “My mother says I’m 
a Jew! My MOTHER! Does that 
mean I’m entitled to something?” 
(I resisted replying, “Your moth-
er’s love.”)

And earlier, filing out of Eman-
cipation Park, a group of youths 
surrounded and shouted at me, 
“Take that wall in Israel down! An 
open border for everyone!” – a ref-
erence to a popular theory on the 
far right that Jews are engineering 
open borders to bring the United 
States to ruination while keeping 
Israel pure. They moved on.

Anomalies like these tend to 
bemuse, at least me. What the 
racists believe to be hurtful jibes 
come across more as non sequi-
turs, as mouthings of the deluded 
or the possessed. Why “Shlomo” 
of all names? What was that about 
DNA? A wall in Israel?

And then, the car rammed the 
crowd, and there was a fatality, 
and some 35 injured, including 
five critically, and it was harder to 
pick out the absurd and use that as 
a way of keeping an emotional dis-
tance from the hate speech.

I retreated to a cafe that was 
open only to clergy and press, 
dispensing free water and beer. I 
filed a story, and on the large wall 
TV CNN said President Donald 
Trump was to speak. The cafe fell 
silent; there was, it seems, even 
among this crowd of liberal clergy, 
a thirst for a message of unity. 

“We condemn in the strongest 
possible terms this egregious dis-
play of hatred bigotry and vio-
lence,” Trump said, “on many 
sides.” 

At “on many sides” the room 
erupted into shouts of anger. On 
cue, Trump repeated, “On many 
sides.”

There was only one side visibly 
and overwhelmingly gripped by 
hate in Charlottesville.

As the day wore on, the White 
House refused to retreat from 
Trump’s many-sides-ism, and 
Trump’s tweets didn’t add clarity.

“Condolences to the family of 
the young woman killed today, and 
best regards to all of those injured, 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. So 
sad!” was his last tweet of the day.
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B’nai Mitzvah
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The Jewish Press accepts only pre-paid classified  
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to PO Box 6970, Clearwater, FL 33758; fax (727) 530-
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

14007 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.
Tampa, Florida 33618

Cell: (813) 220-7171
Ph: (813) 908-8500
Fax: (813) 908-9840

franstar@tampabay.rr.com

FRAN SCHWARTZ
Realtor ®

Menorah   Manor   seeks   volun-
teers! Whether you are working in the 
gift shop, leading a discussion group, 
reading to a resident, helping residents 
with shopping, pet therapy, or just stop-
ping by for one-on-one time, you can 
be enriched by volunteering. For more 
information, contact Bonnie Berman, 
volunteer coordinator (727) 302-3729.

OBiTuARies of Jewish community members are 
published as a FRee public service in the Jewish 
Press, based on information supplied by the fam-
ily to the funeral home. informaiton may also be 
submitted directly in writing to the Jewish Press.  
email to jewishpress@aol.com. The information 
contained in the published obituary is at the 
discretion of the Jewish Press. 

Obituaries

SERVICES

ready for a relationship? Know 
someone who is? Tampa Bay MatchMakers   
ONLY Certified Matchmaker. (813) 907-0410  
www.TampaBayMatchMakers.com

JOHN J. HARTMAN, Ph.D
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

300 S. Hyde Park Ave. Suite 150, Tampa, FL 33606
(813) 258-4607

Specializing in Psychotherapy 
and Psychoanalysis
for Over 40 Years

PY5634

www.johnjhartmanphd.com

DONATIONS WANTED
Menorah Manor has a need for 
regular and large-print fiction and non-fiction 
book donations for the resident library. 
Please drop off books at the Marion and 
Bernard L. samson Nursing Center: 255 
59th street North, st. Petersburg, FL 33710. 
Thank you for your kindness.

16540 Pointe Village Dr.
Suite 205, Lutz, FL 33558
Mary@TBLuxHomes.com
www.TBLuxHomes.com

Mary Zohar, BROKER
813-417-6696
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GIFTS

the appropriate syMpathy Gift:   
Personalized engraved Yahrzeit Candle-
Glass. Always appreciated, well received, 
and always well remembered! www.Juda-
icasociety.com

aCCountant – sinGer ConsultinG:
Robert singer, Accountant. Personal & 
Corporate Tax Preparation. Corporate 
Financial Statements. (813) 404-1004   
rsingertampa@aol.com

LORRAINE DAVIS LEIB, 94, a member of a 
pioneer Florida Jewish family, died July 29. Her 
grandparents Aaron and Sarah Davis, originally 
from Romania, moved to Key West in the early 
1890s to run a dry goods store. Her father, Isadore 
Davis, was born in 1897. He and his wife, Jean-
nette, were living in Tampa when Lorraine was 
born in 1923. She was a graduate of Plant High 
School, volunteered at Tampa General Hospital 
for 43 years, was a Life member of Hadassah, and 
was among the founding families of Congregation 
Rodeph Sholom in Tampa. Survivors include two 
daughters and son-in-law, Sherry Leib, and Gail 
Leib Polster and Neil Polster; two sisters, Sylvia 
Alperstein and Shirlee Schiller; and two grand-
daughters. The family suggests memorials to the 
ASPCA or Congregation Schaarai Zedek in Tampa. 
(Segal Funeral Home, Beth David Chapel) 

SIDNEY NORMAN LAKOFF, 81, of Zeph-
yrhills, died Aug. 1. He was a member of Congre-
gation Schaarai Zedek in Tampa. Survivors include 
his wife of 36 years, Caroline; and his sister, Myra 
Rich, of Denver. The family suggests memorials to 
the charity of one’s choice. (Segal Funeral Home, 
Beth David Chapel)

Honored soldier
Boris Stern of Tampa 

was recently honored at 
a ceremony in St. Pe-
tersburg when French 
Brigadier Gen. Thierry 
Ducret, currently sta-
tioned with CENTCOM 
at MacDill Air Force Base, presented Stern 
with the Legion d’Honneur, a special medal 
from the French government for foreign sol-
diers who fought in France during World War 
II to liberate Europe from the Nazis.

An active member of the Jewish War Vet-
erans, Stern served in the Army infantry. In 
December 1944, he was sent to France before 
seeing combat at the Battle of the Bulge. He 
spent the remaining days of the war in Bel-
gium and France, primarily building and main-
taining a POW camp.   

In addition to the medal, Stern received a 
letter from Clement Leclere, the Consul Gen-
eral of France, thanking him for his service.

Please send your simcha news to jewish-
press@aol.com with “Good Stuff!” in the 
subject line or mail items to Jewish Press,  
PO Box 6970, Clearwater, FL 33758.  Photos 
are welcome, too. Be sure to include contact 
information – phone and email.

Boris Stern receiving his Legion 
d’Honneur award during a ceremony at 
the Women’s Club in St. Petersburg.

Jacob  Thomas 
Garbet t ,  son of 
M i c h a e l  a n d 
Lea  Garbe t t  o f 
Riverview, will be 
called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah on 
Saturday, Aug. 19 at 
Congregation Beth 
Shalom in Brandon. 

Jacob is an eighth grade honors student at 
Roland Park K-8 IB Magnet School. Active 
in sports, Jacob plays soccer and baseball.

Michael and Lea Garbett will host a 
sleepover party at the Florida Aquarium on 
Saturday, Aug. 19.

Abram Matthew Beer
Abram Matthew 

Beer, son of Jamie 
and Alan Beer of 
Wesley Chapel, will 
be called to the To-
rah as a Bar Mitzvah 
on Saturday, Aug. 
12 at Congregation 
Schaarai Zedek in 
Tampa.

Abram is an eighth grade honors student 
at Dr. John Long Middle School. Active in 
sports, he plays all-star baseball and basket-
ball, and is a member of the JLMS football 
team. Abram enjoys playing video games and 
is an avid dirt biker.

Jamie and Alan Beer will host a celebration 
at the Westshore Grand on Saturday evening, 
Aug. 12.

Special guests will include family and 
friends from across the country.

Jacob Thomas 
Garbett
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THE JEWISH LEADERSHIP
TRAINING INSTITUTE
FOR EMERGING YOUNG ADULT LEADERS (AGES 25-40)

For more information:
Lisa Robbins (Tampa Jewish Federation) at 813.769.4723 or email lisa.robbins@jewishtampa.com

or Emilie Socash (Jewish Federation of Pinellas & Pasco Counties) at 727.530.3223 or email esocash@jewishpinellas.org

Application Deadline: Monday, October 2, 2017

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

• Attend the Tampa Jewish Federation’s Annual President’s Dinner

• Enjoy an exclusive discussion at One Buc Place with philanthropist 
Bryan Glazer, Co-chairman of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers

• Develop an understanding of the Tampa Bay Jewish community

• Develop personal, professional and leadership skills

TOPICS INCLUDE

Jewish Community 101  •  Leadership  •  Philanthropy

Our Jewish Future  •  Jewish Identity  •  Making a Difference  •  Israel

DATES

All classes start at 6:45 pm unless noted. Meeting locations to be announced.

COST

$99 per person; dinner & course materials included

Apply online at www.JewishTampa.com/JLTI or JewishPinellas.org

JEWISH FEDERATION
TAMPA

October 23, 2017
(Orientation)

October 30, 2017

November 13, 2017

November 27, 2017

December 11, 2017

January 8, 2018

January 22, 2018

February 5, 2018

February 20, 2018

February 25, 2018

Graduation
Date TBD
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ownership of the building – and the 
multimillion-dollar artifacts – to 
the group that worships there: the 
Ashkenazi Congregation Jeshuat 
Israel.

It’s an odd– and oddly enduring 
– dispute being played out in an 
A m e r i c a n 
courtroom. 
S o u t e r ’ s 
ruling is a 
primer on 
nearly 400 
y e a r s  o f 
A m e r i c a n 
Jewish his-
tory, and a 
dispute that 
touches on historical tensions be-
tween Sephardic Jews with roots 
in Spain, Portugal, North Africa 
and the Middle East, and Ashkenazi 
Jews with roots in Eastern Europe.

Touro, built in 1763, has loomed 
large in American Jewish history. 
Along with its claim to being the 
first Jewish building in the country, 
it also received George Washing-
ton’s 1790 letter guaranteeing that 
the United States “gives to bigotry 
no sanction, to persecution no as-
sistance.”

Shearith Israel, hundreds of 
miles away, has held title to Touro 
since the early 1800s, when the 
shrinking Newport community 
asked the New York City shul to 
steward the building and its ritual 
objects.

It’s a fitting relationship: Shearith 
Israel – also known as the Spanish 
and Portuguese Synagogue – has a 
sense of its history as well. Founded 
in 1654, it bills itself as “America’s 
First Jewish Congregation.” (Its 
current building is its fifth home.) 
Old-time members still wear top 
hats, and it still worships in the 
distinctive Sephardic style passed 
down from its founders, complete 
with a cantor in robes and choir. 
Some Shearith Israel members are 
descended from the original fami-
lies that started the congregation 
four centuries ago.

Jeshuat Israel, founded in 1881 
as Ashkenazi immigrants began 
flooding America from Eastern 
Europe, has worshipped at Touro 
for more than a century. For a time, 
according to Souter’s ruling, its 
members occupied the synagogue 
illegally, praying there even as 
Shearith Israel sought to keep it 
closed. 

Only in 1903, following a court 
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Retired U.S. 
Supreme Court 
Justice David 
Souter issued 
an appeals court 
ruling on the 
dispute over 
who owns the 
Touro synagogue 
in Newport, RI. 

battle, did the two groups sign 
a contract establishing Shearith 
Israel as the owner and giving 
Jeshuat Israel a lease on the build-
ing. According to the terms of the 
contract, Jeshuat Israel must pray 
in the Sephardic style – its own 
identity be damned.

Seeking to form an endowment, 
Jeshuat Israel ar-
ranged in 2011 to 
sell a pair of hand-
crafted, 18th-cen-
tury silver bulbs, 
which are used 
to adorn Torah 
scrolls, to the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts 
in Boston, where 
they were on loan. 

Shearith Israel objected to the $7 
million sale, both because Shearith 
Israel said it owned the ornaments 
and claimed the sale violated Jew-
ish law. Jeshuat Israel then sued 
Shearith Israel, and Shearith Israel 
countersued – both of them seeking 
legal ownership of the bulbs.

Because the bulbs are meant to 
rest upon a Torah scroll, Shearith 
Israel asserted, selling them to a 
secular institution constitutes an 
unacceptable decline in holiness.

The district court had ruled 
in Jeshuat Israel’s favor on the 
grounds it occupies the building 
and that Shearith Israel had failed 
in its trustee obligations. But Souter 
reversed the ruling, partially based 
on the 1903 contract, writing that 
Shearith Israel “is fee owner of the 
Touro Synagogue building, appur-
tenances, fixtures, and associated 
land.”

Now, says Gary Naftalis, Jeshuat 
Israel’s lawyer, the congregation is 
“reviewing our legal options going 
forward.” Jeshuat Israel could ask 
the appeals court’s full panel of 
judges to review the ruling, and 
may petition to have the case heard 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Late last week, Jeshuat asked for 
a rehearing. 

Shearith Israel President Louis 
Solomon said in a statement that 
the congregation is “gratified” by 
the court’s decision and, as a result, 
“has been restored to the position it 
has held for centuries.” 

The statement added that the 
congregation hopes to move for-
ward from the court ruling, which 
“enables two great Jewish congre-
gations to regain the harmony that 
existed between them before this 
unfortunate episode began five 
years ago.”

(JTA) – Jewish organizations 
sparred over the views of H.R. 
McMaster, the national security 
advisor, with the Zionist Organi-
zation of America attacking him 
as anti-Israel and the American 
Jewish Committee defending him.

ZOA, one of the few Jewish or-
ganizations to consistently defend 
President Donald Trump, issued 
a report on Thursday, Aug. 10, 
sharply critical of McMaster.

In the report, ZOA claims 
that McMaster is undermining 

Jewish groups spar over McMaster’s Israel record
Trump’s Middle East agenda and 
the relationship between the United 
States and Israel by firing officials 
supportive of the Jewish state and 
critical of the Iran nuclear deal, 
including Ezra Cohen-Watnick, 
the hawkish former senior director 
for intelligence on the National 
Security Council.

It also asserts that McMaster 
hired people ZOA claims have 
negative views on Israel, naming 
Kris Bauman, who will serve as 
point man on the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, and Dina Powell, the 
deputy national security advisor.

The report calls on Trump “to 
remove General McMaster from 
his current position and reassign 
him to another position where he 
can do no further harm on these 
critical national security issues.”

Dan Shapiro, who served as am-
bassador to Israel under President 
Barack Obama, and the American 
Jewish Committee criticized the 
ZOA report. “ZOA claims, on the 
flimsiest of pretexts that McMaster 
has ‘animus toward Israel’,” Sha-
piro tweeted. “Nonsense. Every 
Israeli official who met McMaster 
has found him to be deeply sym-
pathetic, friendly, consistent with 

longstanding U.S. support for 
Israel.”

The centrist American Jewish 
Committee shared one of Shapiro’s 
tweets, adding: “Agreed. We were 
honored to host Gen. McMaster 
at AJC Global Forum and chatted 
with him before. His admiration for 
Israel was crystal-clear.”

In an apparent bid to end the 
barrage of attacks from the right re-
garding McMaster, Trump  put out 
a statement in his defense. “General 
McMaster and I are working very 
well together. He is a good man and 
very pro-Israel. I am grateful for the 
work he continues to do serving our 
country,” Trump said.

Within the White House, Mc-
Master is seen at odds with Trump’s 
top strategist Steve Bannon, whom 
McMaster had removed from the 
NSC’s principals committee. The 
ZOA in its statement on McMas-
ter lamented his removal, calling 
Bannon “a strong opponent of the 
Iran deal, and a staunch supporter 
of Israel.”

ZOA first shared its negative 
assessment of McMaster with Bre-
itbart News, the right-wing website 
Bannon headed before joining the 
Trump campaign.



 Two Tampa couples, one Jewish and one Catholic, 
are seeding an endowment fund to benefit the Saint 
Leo University Center for Catholic-Jewish Studies 
and its work in interfaith education.

Douglas and Maureen Cohn, along with Paul and 
Gail Whiting, agreed to establish the endowment as a 
tribute to educator Linda S. Taggart, with each couple 
pledging $25,000, to be donated over the course of 
five years. 

The Cohns – for whom the Tampa JCCs and Feder-
ation Community Campus is named – are well-known 
for their giving locally, including their generous do-
nations to Jewish causes and to arts and cultural insti-
tutions. They are members of Congregation Rodeph 
Sholom. The Whitings are active philanthropists as 
well, and belong to Christ the King Catholic Church. 
The couples have known each other for years. 

Their honoree, Linda Taggart, has been devoted 
to the causes of interfaith relations and understand-
ing, and to Saint Leo University. She has filled many 
roles, as an adjunct professor of religious studies at 
the university during multiple periods, as a trustee of 
the university from 2002 to 2008, and when needed, 
she stepped up and served as director of the Center for 
Catholic-Jewish Studies in 2009-2010. One of her fa-
vorite areas of study is the Hebrew Bible, and she of-
ten quips to students and others that Jesus did not read 
the New Testament. Concurrent with these activities, 
she also has made presentations on interfaith relations 
at Catholic parishes throughout the Tampa Bay area.  

Maureen Cohn reflected that Linda Taggart “has 
been a true inspiration to me, as I see her as a teacher 
and scholar of all religions. Linda’s deep knowledge 
of both Judaism and Catholicism were the catalyst for 
the bond that formed between the two of us over the 
many years of our friendship. It was through Saint 
Leo and the Center for Catholic-Jewish Studies that 
we were able to engage and share our mutual love of 
faith and humanity.” 

Tapie, who became director of the Saint Leo Uni-
versity Center for Catholic-Jewish Studies in Fall 
2015, concurred that “the establishment of the Cohn-
Whiting Endowment significantly advances the mis-
sion of the center, especially in its capacity to edu-
cate students. Their generous gift allows us to teach 
students the interfaith leadership skills so desperately 
needed in the local community, as well as shape fu-

ture scholars of interreligious study and dialogue.”
Others may donate to add to the principal of the 

Cohn-Whiting Endowment for Catholic-Jewish Stud-
ies. Once the endowment is fully established and 
earning investment income, the center director will 
be able to use proceeds for student research and study 
efforts. 

Saint Leo University established the Center for 
Catholic-Jewish Studies at its campus in east Pasco 
County in 1998. The center’s mission is to build mu-
tual respect and understanding between Catholics and 
Jews, and all people of good will. To accomplish this, 
the center sponsors interreligious study experiences 
for students and provides the general public oppor-
tunities to attend special educational events and to 
engage in respectful dialogue, both on campus and 
at other venues in Tampa Bay and Sarasota. More 
information is available from current CCJS Director 
Matthew Tapie, PhD, at matthew.tapie@saintleo.edu.

By JACOB MCMANAMON
Jewish Press

On Wednesday, July 21, just 
three months after it opened its 
doors, The Koshery restaurant in 
Tampa, decided to drop its kosher 
certification. 

The owners of the Israeli-style 
restaurant cited the higher cost of 
kosher goods and restrictions on 
opening on weekends as contribut-
ing factors to the decision.  

The owners plan on changing 
the name as soon as possible.

“I wish we were able to succeed, 
there was just not enough income 
to remain under the kosher regu-
lations,” said co-owner Yosi Che-
fran. 

Two couples, Avihai and Liat 
Maman and Yosi and Becca Che-
fran, both with ties to Israel, 
opened The Koshery on Howard 
Avenue in the heart of the SoHo 
district.

The couples teamed up Rabbi 
Uriel Rivkin and Rabbi Mendy 

Dubrowski, who expressed their 
desire to see a kosher restaurant 
open up in Tampa and to provide 
the dietary supervision. But the 
owners were unable to tame the 
expenses of keeping the restaurant 
up to the kosher standards. 

 “It became too expensive for 
the owners to keep buying meat 
from the kosher wholesaler in Mi-
ami,” said Rabbi Rivkin.

“I was disappointed, I put in so 
many hours, I was hoping it would 
work out,” said Rabbi Rivkin. “I 
think they showed us the potential 
this area had, there might be an-
other kosher restaurant within 10 
years.” 

Along with the extra cost of the 
kosher products, Chefran said, “ei-
ther we had to work Friday and 
Saturdays or I had to close my res-
taurant.” 

The owners said they are grate-
ful to Rabbi Rivkin and Rabbi 
Dubrowski for providing the rab-
binical supervision without being 

paid. 
 “We thank the rabbis for their 

efforts, they were very support-
ive and we appreciate everything 
they’ve done for us,” said Chefran. 

The owners also thanked the 
Jewish community for their sup-
port. 

“We appreciate the community, 
each and every person who has 
dined at our restaurant and said 
such beautiful things about it,” 
said Chefran, “ We are sorry about 
the decision that had to be made 
but we had to keep the restaurant 
open.” 

The Koshery, located at 931 S. 
Howard Ave., is now open daily 
from noon to 10 p.m.

“I would hope that people still 
support us and the Israeli-style of 
our food, our hope was and still is 
to sustain a restaurant that offers 
delicious Israeli food, wonderful 
service, and a great dining expe-
rience to the Tampa bay commu-
nity,” said Chefran.

The Koshery restaurant drops kosher certification

(L-R) Monsignor 
Frank M. Mouch, a 
former president of 
Saint Leo; Matthew 
Tapie, PhD, director 
of the Saint Leo 
University Center 
for Catholic-Jewish 
Studies; donor 
Douglas Cohn of 
Tampa; Saint Leo 
University President 
William J. Lennox 
Jr.; retired Saint 
Leo educator and 
honoree Linda 
S. Taggart; and 
donors Gail Whiting 
and Paul Whiting. 
Unavailable for 
photo: donor 
Maureen Cohn.

Generosity and understanding propels interfaith donation
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DisneyOnIce.com

On Sale Now!
SEPT 29 – OCT 1AMALIE ARENA

Mon. – Fri.  6:00 am – Noon
Sat. & Sun.  6:00 am – 1:00 pm

“Boiled & Baked
the traditional way

at the same location 
for over 30 years!”

1871 Gulf To Bay Blvd. (Clearwater)
~ Next to Clearwater High School ~

(727) 446-7631

11 varieties of Bagels • 14 varieties of Cream Cheeses   
Smoked Salmon • Home-Made Rugelach

Coffee Fresh Roasted & Brewed on premises daily

JP

Visit us on both sides of the Bay

Shipping and
Gift Wrapping Available

South Tampa St. Petersburg
4004 S. MacDill Avenue

Tampa, FL 33611
813.831.2111

Fused Glass Shabbat Candlesticks Hamsa Necklace

300 Beach Drive NE
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

727.894.2111

www.shapirogallery.com
You can also shop online!

VanDale Painting
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Angie’s List

(813) 933-7022    Cell (813) 748-9433
FREE ESTIMATES

VanDalePainting@gmail.com

Interior-Exterior • Pressure Washing
Family Owned for 30 years
David & Donna Vanderlaan

County PA 3618
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3303 W. Swann Ave.  • Tampa, FL  33609
(813) 876-2377  •  www.zedek.org

A T  C O N G R E G A T I O N  S C H A A R A I  Z E D E KR E G A T I O N  S C H A A R A I  Z E

25

OUR RABBIS & CANTOR WILL BE 
GRILLIN’ & CHILLIN’ 

KOSHER HOT DOGS & CHICKEN,
BAKED BEANS & SALAD

NO CHARGE FOR DINNER

RSVP BY AUGUST 22 TO (813) 876-2377

6:00 PM
SHA’BARBECUE DINNER 
FOR NEW MEMBERS & 

PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

7:30 PM
YEE HAW SHABBAT SERVICE

SING SONGS WITH OUR COUNTRY MUSIC BAND

JOIN OUR COWGIRL CANTOR & COWBOY RABBIS 
FOR A UNIQUE, COUNTRY-STYLE SERVICE

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THIS ROUSING SHABBAT EXPERIENCE

STAY FOR A SPECIAL YEE HAW ONEG

MEET OUR STAFF AND MEMBERS

LEARN ABOUT ALL SCHAARAI ZEDEK 
HAS TO OFFER

OPTIONAL ATTIRE: COWBOY CHIC

Fourteen year-old Moorea Linker of 
Odessa made her family - and her nation - 
proud as she took home two medals for Team 
USA at the World Maccabiah Games in Israel 
last month.

Often referred to as the Jewish Olympics, 
the Maccabiah Games attracted 10,000 ath-
letes from 80 nations to Israel. 

Moorea, the daughter of Brooke and Josh 
Linker, won a gold and silver medal in the 
junior women’s gymnastics competition for 
13-15 year-olds.  She was one of only two 
competitors in either women’s or men’s gym-
nastics not from Israel to win a gold medal. 

Besides making it onto the medal stand, 
Moorea was honored by her teammates by 
being named team captain.

The gymnastics competition was broken 
up into two days. The first day was the team 
and individual all around competition. The 
next day was individual event finals for those 

gymnasts that finished in the top six of each 
event the day before.

On the first day of competition, an early er-
ror on balance beam essentially took Moorea 
out of the running for an individual all around 
medal. But despite her fall on balance beam, 
her score, along with her second place fin-
ishes on vault and floor exercise helped her 
team win the silver medal. 

Her scores in floor exercise and vault also 
qualified her to compete in the event finals 
on the second day of competition. 

She finished 4th on floor exercise. 
Lastly came the vault. With two Israeli 

gymnasts in first and second place, Moorea 
was the last competitor.  

Her father, Josh, who was there to cheer her 
on, described what happened next: “Moorea 
executed, almost flawlessly, a Yurchencko 
full twisting layout to win the gold medal.” 

Outside of the gymnastics arena, Moorea 

Local girl brings home gymnastics medals from Israel

Moorea Linker performing her 
floor routine and wearing one 
of her medals

A luncheon honoring Holocaust survivors from Pi-
nellas, Hillsborough and Pasco counties will be held 
on Thursday Sept. 7 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Temple 
Ahavat Shalom, 1575 Curlew Road, Palm Harbor.

The event will feature a talk by Rabbi Gary Klein 
and a musical program by Cantor Allison Rosoff.  
The luncheon is for the survivors and spouses. It is 
sponsored by Gulf Coast Jewish Family & Community 
Services, which supports Holocaust survivors in a 

variety of ways including in home care, cleaning ser-
vices, transportation, emergency financial assistance, 
restitution assistance, and social events. 

Funding for the event is provided by the Conference 
on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany. 

Those who would like to attend should RSVP by 
Friday, Aug. 25, to Ashley Hiscock at (727) 479-1811 
or ashley.hiscock@gcjfcs.org.Transportation may be 
arranged if required.

Rosh Hashanah luncheon to honor Holocaust survivors

MUSEUM
• CONTINUED from FRONT PAGE
arrival to the Majdanek Concentra-
tion Camp,” said Erin Blankenship, 
FHM’s curator of exhibitions and 
collections. “As Majdanek was 
also a killing center, it is likely that 
at least some of these individuals, 
especially the children, would have 
been selected for murder upon ar-
rival to the camp.”

Other items such as spoons, mugs 
and bowls “would have belonged to 
prisoners that survived the selec-

tions and were vital to the survival 
of an individual,” Blankenship 
said. “While food was meager and 
of poor quality, prisoners needed 
these utensils for the often watery 
soup that they would receive, with-
out it they would not eat.” 

There is also a camp uniform 
made from civilian clothing. 

“When no striped uniform was 
available, some prisoners would be 

given civilian clothing, but with a 
painted orange strip on the front and 
back so that guards didn’t mistake 
them for civilians. Therefore they 
could not escape,” said Blanken-
ship.

Majdanek was a concentration 
and forced labor camp that was also 
used as an extermination center. 
The camp opened in September 
1941 and was liberated by the So-

viet Army in July 1944. Among an 
estimated 150,000 prisoners who 
entered Majdanek, approximately 
80,000 people, including 60,000 
Jews, were killed. 

The Florida Holocaust Museum 
is located at 55 Fifth St. S. in St. 
Petersburg. For more information-
including hours and ticket prices, 
call (727) 820-0100 or go to www.
floridaholocaustmuseum.org.

Some of the objects recovered from the Majdanek killing center that will be on display here include a prayer book, key,  razor, hairbrush, spoons, bowls, and mugs. 
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spent six days touring the country as part 
of Team USA’s ISRAEL CONNECT. She 
also enjoyed the opportunity to stay with 
the other athletes and develop long-term 

friendships. 
Now that she is back home, Moorea has be-

gun training for her next level-10 gymnastics 
season, which will begin this winter.
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