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Meet Lily Wible, Did you know?
 rising 1st grader and returning camper at the 
Jewish Community Camp. Lily’s looking forward 
to her best summer ever this year with her 

camp friends, and plans to fully immerse herself 
in challah-baking, Israeli dance, Color War, and 
pursuing the ever-popular fandanas!

The 2nd annual  
Jewish Community 

Camp offers a full season of fun activities that 
emphasize community-building: personally, 
through the pursuit of the camp’s core values; 
within the camp in creating friendships; and in the 
broader world through a host of mitzvah-making 
and volunteer activities.

Since July 1, 2017 
we have raised

$1,015,126 
toward our goal.

The Jewish Federation
OF PINELLAS & PASCO COUNTIES, FL*Campaign officially began October 28, 2017.

DO GOOD EVERYWHERE. FROM ANYWHERE.

www.JewishPinellas.org

Pinellas/Pasco Jewish community is all over the map

By BRUCE LOWITT
Jewish Press

All it took was a visit 18 years ago – the 
only visit Seymour Bluestone ever made to 
Brandeis University – to convince him that 
the university in Waltham, MA., was where 
he wanted to establish his legacy.

It began when Bluestone, a retired pedia-
trician born in Brooklyn, made some small 
gifts to the school in the 1990s at the re-
quest of family friends. In 2001 he created 
the Jesse F. and Dora H. Bluestone Schol-
arship in his parents’ memory.

And when he died Sept. 29 at age 96, he 
left the university an 
$8.4-million bequest.

“He was so frugal. 
He wouldn’t spend a 
dime on himself,” said 
Merrianne Sotnick, a 
neighbor, friend and 
retired hospice nurse. 
“He had old shoes. 
He had an old jacket. 
I said, ‘Can we buy a 
new jacket?’ He said, ‘There’s no need. I’m 

going to be gone before I can use it.’ We 
had no idea how much money he had. He 
lived almost like a pauper.”

The Sotnicks, Chris and Merrianne, lived 
in the apartment next to Bluestone’s at the 
Hampton, a senior residence in Clearwater, 
for his last six years (he had moved in four 
years earlier).

“He was already 90 but pretty okay 
when we first met him,” she said. “He got 
around without the need for a walker. He’d 
work out daily on an exercise bicycle but 

Local man leads simple life; leaves millions to college

Seymour Bluestone

MILLIONS continued on PAGE 8

Pinellas/Pasco Jewish community is all over the map

Who We AreWho We Are
PINELLAS AND PASCO JEWISH COMMUNITY
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By BOB FRYER
Jewish Press

The Jews of Pinellas and Pasco counties 
are everywhere and nowhere.

When people consider moving here, it is 
not unusual for them to call Jewish institu-
tions here and ask, “Where are the Jewish 
neighborhoods?”

Those of us already here know that the 
answer is “there aren’t any” – at least none 
with really high concentrations of Jews 
like we remember back home in Skokie, 
the Lower East Side or on vacation in Mi-
ami Beach.

There are about 23,450 Jews living in 
Pinellas County and 4,450 in Pasco Coun-
ty. Over the two-county area, Jews com-
prise just 1.9 percent of the total popula-
tion, slightly below the national average of 
2.1 percent. 

While some neighborhoods do have 
higher concentrations of Jewish house-
holds, the recently completed 2017 
Pinellas/Pasco Jewish Population Study 
concluded that “the Jewish population of 
Pinellas/Pasco is geographically dispersed 
and that there is no ‘core area’ of Jewish 
settlement” here. No similar demograph-
ics study has been done in Hillsborough 
County.

The point of the study was not to learn 
what Jews here already knew, but to 
determine just how many Jews are out 
there, where we live, how “Jewish” we 
are in terms of synagogue membership 

How the study was done
It took 230,000 phone calls to more than 

70,000 phone numbers to complete the 
2017 Pinellas/Pasco Jewish Population 
Study conducted over a three-month peri-
od by a staff under the direction of Univer-
sity of Miami Department of Geography 
chair Ira Sheskin.

The calls were done using a “random 
digit dialing” method. Also used were call 
lists from the Jewish Federation of Pinellas 
and Pasco Counties and calls to phone 
numbers in published phone directories of 
those with distinctive Jewish names. The 
effort resulted in 550 interviews of people 
in Jewish households. Of the 550 complet-
ed interviews, 192 were from randomly 
dialed numbers, 302 from the Federation 
call list and 56 from those called because 

JCC bomb hoaxer briefly 
escapes Israeli police custody

The American-Israeli man charged with making 
hundreds of bomb threats to Jewish community centers 
in the United States – including two JCC preschools in 
Tampa – briefly escaped from police custody in Israel.

The computer hacker, Michael Kadar, 19, from 
Ashkelon in southern Israel, attended a hearing in 
Jerusalem District Court on Monday, Feb. 5. Follow-
ing the hearing, he was taken to an interrogation and 
detention center in Jerusalem. After exiting a police car, 
Kadar managed to loosen a leg shackle, push away the 
security officer accompanying him and make a run for 
it, according to reports. He was chased for a short time, 
tackled and then returned to custody.

Kadar was arrested in Israel in March 2017 in a joint 
operation with the FBI. He has been charged in both 
Israel and the U.S.  According to the indictments, Kadar 
made threats to 2,000 institutions around the world, 
including the Israeli Embassy in Washington, D.C., and 
other Israeli diplomatic missions, JCCs, schools, malls, 
police stations, hospitals and airlines. The offenses  
charged  include publishing false information, causing 
panic, computer hacking and money laundering. 

The Jerusalem Post reported that the U.S. has 
backed away from seeking the hoaxer’s extradicition, but 
may seek to have him extradicted and tried in the U.S. 
after he finishes his trial in Israel. 

Putin inherits former teacher’s 
apartment in Tel Aviv

JERUSALEM – Russian President Vladimir Putin is 
now the proud owner of an apartment in downtown Tel 
Aviv. He inherited the 11/2-bedroom apartment from his 
former high school German teacher, Mina Yuditskaya 
Berliner, who died in December at 96, Ynet reported. 
Berliner left the apartment to Putin via the Russian Em-
bassy. It was Putin, in fact, who bought the apartment for 
her in 2005.

Berliner immigrated to Israel from the Soviet Union 
in 1973. But she had followed her former student’s rise 
through the political ranks in Russia. According to Ynet, 
Putin and his teacher were reunited in 2005, when the 
Russian president visited Israel. She had asked the Rus-
sian Embassy whether she could attend a reception in 
Putin’s honor. Afterward he invited her to have tea with 
him in private.

A short time later, Berliner, who was a widow, began 
receiving gifts from the Russian president: a watch and 
Putin’s autographed 2000 biography. Then an employee 
of the Russian government showed up at her doorstep 
and took her to see some apartments in the center of Tel 
Aviv, she told Ynet. “Putin is a very grateful and decent 
person,” Berliner said at the time.

The Russian Embassy sent a representative to the fu-
neral and covered the costs of her burial, Ynet reported.

See inside for details.
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FEBRUaRy 23
Jewish Wedding Guide

Press Release .......... Feb 9
Advertising ............. Feb 13

MaRCH 9
Press Release ........ Feb 23
Advertising ............. Feb 27

MaRCH 23
passover edition

Press Release ..........Mar 9
Advertising .............Mar 13

PURIM
Party

MARCH 4, 2018 • 10 am to 12 pm
W E S T  PA S CO  J CC

9841 Scenic Drive • Port Richey, FL 34664

THURSDAY, MARCH 8TH  6:00 TO 8:00 PM
Stirling Studios & Gallery & Penny Lane Beatles Museum 

730 Broadway, Dunedin  (2nd floor)
Join us as we highlight our upcoming cultural events with refreshments and 
live entertainment!  RSVP to mkaufman@jewishpinellas.org or 727-333-3106.

FAB 4! 
ARTS & CULTURE RECEPTION

Feb 18 . PRIMER Brunch Honoring Dr. Rob Entel

Feb 25 . Tampa Bay Jewish Food Festival & Purim Carnival

Mar 10 . YAD Purim Pub Crawl
Young Adult Division (YAD) Event: See facebook.com/pinellasyad for full details

Mar 11 . Congregation B’nai Israel Chaivana Nights Gala 

Mar 13 . Community Women’s Seder 

Mar 20 . YAD Happy Hour, Safety Harbor

Mar 20-25 . Tampa Bay Jewish Film Festival

Mar 24 . Gulf Coast Golf Like a Rock Star

Apr 13.. YAD Shabbat at Home, Land O’Lakes

Apr 15 . Jewish Heritage Festival Israel@70

Apr 22 . YAD Mini-Golf Outing

Apr 29 . Sonya Miller Women of Distinction

May 12 . YAD Lag B’Omer Boat Bash

JEWISh
COMMUNITY CAMP

awesome adventures!
• Weekly field trips: Rays baseball, waterpark, luau, Sea Screamer & more! 

• Rock wall  • Swimming 3 times per week  • Shabbat 
• Social action projects  • Color War!   • Undernights

new in 2018 
• Taste of Camp Week - May 29-June 1

• Middle School Mitzvah Camp:  
Amazing experiences, menschy themes, and community service

• Goodbye Summer Camp Alum Overnight!

learn more at jewishcommunitycamp.com 

Summer 
2018
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PerspectivePerspective
Emilie Socash

Executive Director, Jewish Federation
of Pinellas & Pasco Counties

PLEASE RSVP TO JULIET 503.233.1286

Congregation Beth Shalom,

Jay Gatsby & Daisy Buchanan

Request the Pleasure 

of Your Company

at the

Sixth Annual
Purim

Gala Cabaret
honoring 

Kathy & Michael Sobel
at

7:30 in the evening
on

March 10th, 2018
Congregation Beth Shalom

1325 S. Belcher Road
Clearwater, Florida

PLEASE RSVP TO JULIET 503.233.1286

Congregation Beth Shalom,

Jay Gatsby & Daisy Buchanan

Request the Pleasure 

of Your Company

at the

Sixth Annual
Purim

Gala Cabaret
honoring 

Kathy & Michael Sobel
at

7:30 in the evening
on

March 10th, 2018
Congregation Beth Shalom

1325 S. Belcher Road
Clearwater, Florida

Congregation Beth Shalom,
Jay Gatsby & Daisy Buchanan

Request the Pleasure
of Your Company

at the

SIXTH ANNUAL
PURIM

GALA CABARET
honoring

Kathy & Michael Sobel
at

7:30 in the evening
on

March 10th, 2018
Congregation Beth Shalom

1325 S. Belcher Road
Clearwater, Florida

Featuring
the original musical

tribute to Irving Berlin,
“A Song of Freedom”

by
Joni Klein Higger

Enjoy cocktails & dinner by
Lynn’s Catering

A Spectacular Silent Auction
and Dancing to

Paul Wilborn & The Blue Roses

Table sponsorships and
Gala Journal ads invited

Dress: Cocktail or
Roaring Twenties Attire

$136 per person

RSVP by February 26th

(727) 531-1418  or email
bookkeeper@cbsclearwater.org

PLEASE RSVP TO JULIET 503.233.1286

Congregation Beth Shalom,

Jay Gatsby & Daisy Buchanan

Request the Pleasure 

of Your Company

at the

Sixth Annual
Purim

Gala Cabaret
honoring 

Kathy & Michael Sobel
at

7:30 in the evening
on

March 10th, 2018
Congregation Beth Shalom

1325 S. Belcher Road
Clearwater, Florida

The only time we’re expecting change 
is when we’re standing in front of a vend-
ing machine. It’s an old – and admittedly 
corny – joke, and I’ve used it as it relates 
to our community’s demographic study re-
sults, our shifting mindset regarding Jewish 
communal institutions, and even in a recent 
change to the Federation’s team. 

Change is hard because as humans we 
cling to a reality we’ve constructed as 
something solid and everlasting. We tend 
to make sense of things – true or not – in a 
way that’s reassuring, resilient, and remark-
ably strategic in managing our own anxiety. 
I personally find comfort in reading up on 
any topic that’s potentially disruptive. Oth-
ers might find their own safe place in con-
sulting with friends, journaling, or even the 
tried-and-true head-in-the-sand method.

I’ve been re-reading the book Immu-
nity to Change: How to Overcome It and 
Unlock the Potential in Yourself and Your 
Organization to gain fresh perspective on 
what the changing landscape of our Jewish 
community might mean at the micro and 
macro levels. I first read the book last sum-
mer as a means of personal development 
and worked on a goal of becoming more 
engaged in real-time conversations at work 
and in my personal life. (True confession: I 
struggle to enjoy telephone conversations.) 
The model that authors Robert Kegan and 
Lisa Laskow Lahey present is a refreshing 
take on how we become enmeshed in hab-
its and mindsets that prevent our own posi-
tive change: we have an alternate “immune 
system” that helps us manage the anxiety 
of our deepest fears in our day-to-day be-
haviors.

The authors base their premise on solid 
research (done by them and others) on 
the theory of adult mental development, 
spanning across three major plateaus that 
experience and diligence may or may not 
cultivate. As young adults, most of us op-
erate from a “socialized mind” in which 
we’re seeking direction, expressing loyalty, 
and framing our own identities by member-
ship within a group. Some go on to transi-
tion to a “self-authoring mind,” which is 
characterized by independence and a rec-
ognition that we can truly author our own 
stories (and play a starring role!). The final 
stretch that even fewer achieve is the “self-
transforming mind” in which an individual 
can hold contradictory truths, seeks interde-
pendence with the world around, and learns 
through leading. 

As the title suggests, the concept is true 
for individuals and organizations (and in 
our case, a community). I’m fascinated 
with applying this logic to the community 
at large, and discovering our collective im-
munity to change, and I invite you to email 
me your thoughts about the following ques-
tions.

What’s our collective improvement goal?
Do we have internal patterns that are 

not serving us well (like back office tasks 
handled inefficiently, or breakdowns in 
communication) or are we facing an op-
portunity to take a macro perspective and 
see how dependent we are on one another? 
Collectively, should we be more grassroots, 
more collaborative, more entrepreneurial, 
more welcoming? Perhaps less siloed, less 
predictive on what affiliation means, less 
hard on ourselves for our history?

What are our behaviors that are
contrary to our improvement goal?
After determining one big goal, looking 

introspectively and honestly, our communi-
ty can next list concrete behaviors that pre-
vent our success. For example, if our goal 
is to be tremendously welcoming to all, we 
might look to see how we advertise pro-
grams (Do we specify programs are open 
to all?), or how fast our response time is on 
our “New to Town?” form on the Federa-
tion’s website. We might find that newbies 
would benefit from a Welcome Wagon visit 
or a newcomer’s brunch that we have not 
prioritized. We might also find some dif-
ficult truths: maybe we have taken actions 
that are not welcoming at all!

What are our competing commitments?
This is where my personal immunity-to-

change map became difficult, and I believe 
would also be complex at the community 
level. Here we consider what our commit-
ments to collective self-protection are. At 
this stage, we ask ourselves a really hard 
question: What would happen if we did the 
opposite of behaviors we identified in the last 
step?

Let’s say we find that we aren’t clear in 
our advertising that our programs are truly 
open to all.  We might ask ourselves what 
would happen if we listed everyone who 
we wanted to welcome (including inter-
married families, those with adopted kids, 
those who are not Jewish but interested, 
same-sex couples, and so forth). We might 
find, together, that we are committed to 
making sure that our already-affiliated are 
comfortable and that we don’t risk alienat-
ing them!

What’s our collective big assumption?
The final step in the process doesn’t even 

approach action but rather goes deeper 
into the “big why” behind what we do. On 
my personal immunity to change process 
last year, I surfaced some significant fears 
about how likeable I am and how intel-
ligent I am perceived to be. At this point, 
we’d find a point at which we can impact 
and alter our system of activity rather than 
being held captive by it. The big assump-
tion is the fear or feeling driving all that we 
do. Circling back to our welcoming-com-

What do immune systems 
and vending machines 
have in common?

munity example, we might unearth a deep 
sense of overwhelming duty to the future of 
the Jewish people, and that our strong fu-
ture rests on a view of what Jewish identity 
looks like that’s rather proscriptive. 

Change is hard, but a thoughtful approach 
offers a sense of growth in complexity, in 
richness, in experience, and I am hopeful 
that we can build our own immune system 
in such a way that it purposefully serves us, 
together. In your estimation, what’s our top-
priority community change opportunity?

Liked it? Loathed it? Want to react? I 
would welcome your feedback and can be 
reached at emilie@jewishpinellas.org.

March 15 - 25

Produced by special permission Dramatist Play Service

A devious, 

delightful romp

down the road 

not taken

Tickets $18 online and 
at the Gulfport Beach Bazaar

Tickets $20 lobby 
(cash only, one hour before show time)

Thur-Fri-Sat @8PM • Sat & Sun @2PM

Catherine Hickman Theater
26th Ave and Beach Blvd., Gulfport

www.GulfportCommunityPlayers.org

(JTA) – President Donald Trump told an 
Israeli newspaper that his Dec. 6 declaration 
recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
was the high point of his time in office.

Replying to a question by Israel Hayom 
editor-in-chief Boaz Bismuth on whether Is-
rael would have to give something in return 
for the declaration, Trump said both Israel 
and the Palestinians would need to compro-
mise significantly to achieve peace. 

Calling Jerusalem “your wonderful capi-
tal,” he added in the interview that its recog-
nition as Israel’s capital was very important 
for many people whom Trump said thanked 
him. Trump described the move as an im-
portant promise he made and kept.

Trump: Jerusalem 
declaration high point 
of presidency



PINELLAS COUNTY
Reform

Temple  AHAVAT SHALOM — 1575 Curlew Rd., Palm Harbor, 34683 • Rabbi 
Gary Klein • Services:  Friday: 7:30 p.m., First Friday: 6 p.m., Saturday: 
traditional service third week of the month. 9 a.m., call for other service 
times • Telephone: (727) 785-8811 • Website: www. ahavatshalom.org • 
Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism

Temple BETH-EL — 400 S. Pasadena Ave., St. Petersburg 33707 • Rabbi 
Michael Torop • Services: Friday  7:30 p.m., Saturday, service and Torah 
study, 10 a.m. • Telephone: (727) 347-6136 • Website: www.templebeth-el.
com • Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism

Congregation B’NAI EMMUNAH — 57  Read St., Tarpon Springs, 34689 
• Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1312, Tarpon Springs, 34688 • Rabbi Lynn 
Goldstein •  Services: Friday: 7:30 p.m. • Torah study Saturday, 10:30 a.m. 
• Telephone: (727) 938-9000 • Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism

Temple B’NAI ISRAEL — 1685 S. Belcher Road, Clearwater, 33764 • Rabbi 
Daniel Treiser • cantorial soloist, Laura Berkson • Services: Friday, 7:30 
p.m. • Telephone: (727) 531-5829 • Website: www.TBIclearwater.org •  
Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism 

Conservative
Congregation BETH SHALOM — 1325 S. Belcher Road, Clearwater 33764 

• Rabbi David Weizman • Rabbi Danielle Upbin, associate  •  Services: 
Friday: 6:30 p.m., Saturday  9 a.m., Sunday 9 a.m., Mon. & Thurs 8:30 a.m. 

• Telephone: (727) 531-1418 • Website: www.cbsclearwater.org • Affiliated 
with  United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

Congregation BETH SHOLOM — 1844 54th St. S., Gulfport  33707  • Cantor 
David Wicentowski • Services:  Saturdays,  9:30 a.m. • Telephone: (727) 
321-3380 • Website: sholomgulfport.org • Unaffiliated.

Congregation  B’NAI  ISRAEL — 300 58th St. N., St. Petersburg 33710 • Rabbi 
Jacob Luski  •  Cantor Jonathan Schultz  • Services:   Friday  6:00 p.m.,   
Saturday  9 a.m., Mon. - Fri. 7:45  a.m., Sun.  9 a.m.; evening minyan, 6:30 
p.m. • Telephone:  (727) 381-4900 • Website: www.cbistpete.org.• Affiliated 
with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

Orthodox
CHABAD of CLEARWATER — 2280 Belleair Road, Clearwater, 33764 • Rabbi 

Levi Hodakov •  Services: Call for information on Friday service times, 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., men only • Telephone: (727) 265-2770 • Website: www.
JewishClearwater.com •  email: rabbi18@gmail.com.

CHABAD JEWISH CENTER Of GREATER ST. PETERSBURG  —  4010 Park St. N., 
St. Petersburg   33709 • Rabbi Alter Korf  •  Services: Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; 
Shacharit,  Mon.-Thurs., 7:15 a.m., Torah study at 10:30 a.m. on Sturday, 
Sun., 8 a.m.;  • Telephone: (727) 344-4900 • Website: www.chabadsp.com.

CHABAD of PINELLAS COUNTY — 3696  Fisher Road, Palm Harbor, 34683  
• Rabbi Pinchas Adler • Services: Friday, 5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m • Telephone: (727) 789-0408 •  Website: Yichabad.com.

PASCO COUNTY 
Conservative

BETH TEfILLAH/JCC Of WEST PASCO  —  9841 Scenic Drive, Port Richey, 
34668 • Ron Becker and Elliot Shapiro, spiritual leaders • Services: 
Friday, 7:30 p.m., Saturday, 9:30 a.m. • Telephone:  (727) 847-3814 • 
website: jewishcommunitycenterofwestpasco.com • Email at: Eileenhoch-
stadt13005@gmail.com • Unaffiliated

Orthodox
CHABAD Of WEST PASCO —Rabbi Yossi Eber •  10733 Maple Creek Dr., 

Suite 101, Trinity, FL 34655 •  Services: Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; class: 10 
a.m., • Telephone: (727) 376-3366 • Website:www.ChabadWP.org • email: 
info@chabadwp.org

HERNANDO COUNTY 
Reform

Temple BETH DAVID — 13158 Antelope St., Spring Hill  •  Rabbi Paul 
Schreiber • Shabbat Serivces: Friday, 7:30 p.m., third Friday traditional ser-
vice, 7:30 p.m. •  Saturday, 10 a.m. • Telephone: (352) 686-7034 • Website: 
www.tbdfl.org. Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism.

Orthodox
CHABAD SPRING HILL — 13576 Hunters Point St, Spring Hill, 34609  • Rabbi 

Chaim Lipszyc • Services:  Monthly First Friday call for times Telephone: 
(352) 600-2779 •  Website: chabadspringhill.com

Religious Directory
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Congregations Shabbat 
Candle 

Lighting
Times

Feb. 16     •    6:04 pm
Feb. 23     •    6:09 pm
March 2   •    6:14 pm
March 9   •    6:18 pm

Rabbinically
Speaking

Rabbinically
Speaking

has been replaced this edition with a 
special first-person account by Rabbi 
David Weizman of Congregation Beth 
Shalom in Clearwater of his recent 
trip to Guatemala with the American 
Jewish World Service’s Global Justice 
Fellowship program. 
See story, page 15.

Cong. B’nai Israel
St. Petersburg

Purim: Erev Purim service 
will be on Wednesday, Feb. 28 at 
6:30 p.m. followed by a family 
Megillah reading and traditional 
Megillah reading. Service will in-
clude an all-ages costume parade. 
Young families are encouraged to 
arrive at 5 p.m. for a Young Fami-
lies Purim Dinner ($5 per family) 
and Early Childhood Purim Spiel 
prior to the Megillah reading. All 
attendees are invited to stay for a 
dessert reception. 

Adults are invited to stay after 
the Megillah  reading for Purim 
After Hours, which will feature a 
Persian-style nosh and L’Hayim. 
Cost is $10 per person. 

RSVP to Maureen Sechan at 
dll@cbistpete.org or (727) 381-
4900 ext. 1011 for the Young 
Families dinner and Purim After 
Hours.

On Thursday, March 1,  the  
7:45 a.m. minyan also will include 
the Megillah reading and a Purim 
L’Hayim.

Shabbat Hazzanut: Cel-
ebrate Shabbat on Saturday, March 
3 with liturgical compositions by 
famed cantor and composer Haz-
zan Adolph Katchko in a full rendi-
tion of Musaf by Cantor Jonathan 
Schultz. Known as a cantor of the 
“Golden Age of Virtuoso Artistics 
Cantorial Art,” Hazzan Katcho was 
a luminary as well as a pioneer in 
presenting cantorial music as a seri-
ous liturgical art form. 

Rosh Hodesh group: “Rela-
tionships in the Torah” is the topic 
of discussion in this women-only 
program on Sunday, Feb. 18 at 
10:30 a.m. This group meets in 
different congregant’s homes each 
month.  For details, contact the 
synagogue office.

Talmud Made Easy: On 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 5 p.m., Steve 
Wein will lead a study of Talmu-
dic text and selected commentar-
ies. All materials will be provided. 
The class involves textual analysis, 
lively discussion and is open to 
all. The class is free; no previous 
knowledge is needed. Contact 
synagogue office at (727) 381-4900 
or info@cbistpete.org for details.

Chabad of St. Petersburg
Purim Masquerade Party: 

There will be a Megillah reading, 
masquerade party, music, cocktails 
and treats at the Chabad center on 
Wednesday, Feb. 28th at 7 p.m. 
The event is free.  RSVP to www.
ChabadSP.com

Women’s Book Club: Cha-
ya Korf leads a roundtable discus-
sion every Tuesday from 10:30-
11:30 a.m., into the book for this 
year, Towards a Meaningful Life, 
by Simon Jacobson. The group will 
share strategies for not only discov-
ering where your true meaning lies, 
but also in actually making it a part 

tact the synagogue office to confirm 
dates of the classes.

Lox & Learn: Led by Rabbi 
David Weizman, explore the 
weekly Torah portion every Thurs-
day following minyan. Breakfast 
begins at 9:45 a.m. and the study 
session at 10 a.m. 

Haftarot study: This study 
will be led by Johanna Brom-
berg in the synagogue library on 
Wednesday, Feb. 21 at 10 a.m.

Torah study:  Take part 
in an interactive conversation 
about the weekly Torah portion, 
incorporating both historical and 
contemporary reference material 
on Saturday, Feb. 24 at 12:30 p.m. 
with Jason Palmer. Everyone is 
welcome.

Chabad of Clearwater
Mega hamantasch bake: 

A family hamantashen baking ses-
sion will take place at the Chabad 
center on Sunday, Feb. 18 at 1 p.m. 
as a pre-Purim event. The cost is $7 
per child and includes lunch, games 
and arts and crafts. Bring aprons 
and rolling pins.

Megillah & more: A Purim 
bash including Megillah reading, 
music, drinks and refreshments 
will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 
28, beginning at 6:45 p.m.  There 
is no charge and all are welcome.

Sports themed Purim 
party: On Thursday, March 1, 
“Purim in the Stadium” will be held 
at the Clearwter Chabad. The event 
will get underway at 4 p.m. with ac-
tivities including sports, free throw 
competition,  moon  bounce, snow 
cones and of course, hamantashen 
and  Lechaim.  Participants will 
be able to meet and take photos 
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of your daily life. Coffee, fruit and 
homemade pastries will be served 
at these free sessions. Walk-ins 
are welcome. RSVP to Chaya@
ChabadSP.com.

Camp Gan Israel: Registra-
tion is open for Camp Gan Israel, 
a four-week day camp. Activities 
include sports, games, crafts, 
dramatics and trips. The staff will 
help kids develop skills, confidence 
and a sense of fair play. The camp 
runs from June 25 to July 20 with 
optional before and after care. 
There will be three divisions of 
campers, Explorers, Trailblazers 
and Pioneers. One can register for 
a week, any individual weeks, or 
the whole summer. Weekly rates 
can be as low as $150 for Trailblaz-
ers and Explorers, and $165 for 
Pioneers. Tuition includes all field 
trips and activities. Additional dis-
counts apply for returning campers 
signing up for the entire summer, 
for first-time campers and a spe-
cial offer of only $25 for the first 
week of camp. Further details can 
be found at MyJewishCamp.org or 
contact the Chabad center at (727) 
344-4900. 

Temple Beth-El 
St. Petersburg

Torah on Tap: Young profes-
sionals, Gen X. Gen Y and millen-
nials are invited to monthly meet-
ups to grab a nosh and a drink and 
have a conversation with Rabbi 
Michael Torop about Judaism. The 
next get together will be Wednes-
day, March 7 at St. Pete Brewing 
Company, 544 First Ave. N., St. 
Petersburg.

One for the SAGES: The 
SAGE (Seniors for Arts, Growth 
and Education) group will meet on 
Monday, Feb. 19 at 11 a.m. in the 
all-purpose room. Federal Senior 
Judge Jon O. Newman of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit will speak. Judge Newman 
was chief judge from 1993-1997. 
He was recently honored with 
the 2016 Edward J. Devitt Distin-
guished Service to Justice Award 
and published his autobiography,  
Benched: Abortion, Terrorists, 
Drones, Crooks, Supreme Court, 
Kennedy, Nixon, Demi Moore, 
and Other Tales from the Life of a 
Federal Judge .

In addition Marjorie Friedman 
will lead a discussion titled “Ad-
ventures in Travel.” Come and 
share your unusual, outstanding, or 
meaningful travel adventures. 

Lunch will be $8 or you can bring 
your own for free. RSVP to Pamela 
Siskin at prsiskin@gmail.com.

Shabbat on the block: 
Celebrate Shabbat at the home of a 
congregational family on Friday, Feb. 

23 at 6:30 p.m. After joining together 
in the candle lighting, kiddush and 
hamotzee, there will be a pot-luck 
dinner, then regular Shabbat ser-
vices will be held at the temple. 
For location of the home, more 
information and to RSVP, contact 
Jillian at jillian.bandes@bandes-
const.com or call (727) 433-1613.

Save the date: The annual 
Sunday Morning University, a one-day 
adult learning program with experts 
in various fields speaking, will be 
hosted at Temple Beth-El on Sunday, 
March 4 at 9 a.m. in conjunction 
with Congregation B’nai Israel of St. 
Petersburg. There will be multiple 
speakers and many opportunities for 
mental and spiritual growth. Pre-reg-
ister by e-mailing your information to 
info@templebeth-el.com.

Cong. Beth Sholom
Gulfport

Flea market: The congre-
gation’s semi-annual indoor flea 
market will be held on Feb. 15, 
Feb. 16, Feb. 18 and Feb. 19. The 
flea market opens at 8 a.m. each 
day.  There will be furniture, jew-
elry, clothes – both new and gently 
used – electronics and household 
items.  Everything must go. For 
more information, call Marlene at 
(727) 866-7330 or Sandy at (727) 
348-4406.

Temple B’nai Israel
Clearwater

Purim dinner and spiel: 
Enjoy a ’60s and ’70s themed 
Purim spiel on Wednesday Feb. 28 
with dinner at  6 p.m. and the show 
at 7 p.m.  The Purim spiel will be 
filled with comedy and original 
songs. Cost is $10 per person of 
$20 per family. Reservations are 
required by calling the temple, 
(727) 531-5829.  

Blue Jean Shabbat: Wel-
come Shabbat in casual attire, a 
relaxed atmosphere and a live band 
on Friday. March 2 at 7:30 p.m.   

Fashion sale: Cabi clothing 
will present its spring and summer 
collections on Sunday, March 4 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Tuesday, 
March 6 from noon to 3 p.m. and 
Thursday, March 9 from 5-8 p.m. 
Stop by and see what’s new.

Cinema café: On Sunday, 
March 4 at 1 p.m. enjoy a showing 
of The Human Resources Manager, 
an Israeli dramedy centered on 
the HR manager of a large bakery 
who is on a mission to restore his 
company’s reputation. Popcorn 
and non-alcoholic beverages are 
provided. There is no charge for 
members and friends.

Theater excursion: The 
Adults at Leisure group will take 
in a play on Sunday March 4 at 2 

p.m. when they travel to the Francis 
Wilson Playhouse for a matinee of 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Car-
ousel. Tickets are $26 and can be 
reserved by calling the theater at 
(727) 446-1360. For more informa-
tion call Linda Goldman at (727) 
536-7076        

Trivia Night: Tickets are 
now on sale for Trivia Night on 
Saturday, April 21 at 5:30 p.m. The 
cost is $36 for adults and $18 for 
kids. Tickets include dinner and 
two drinks.    

Trip to Israel: Registration is 
now open for a trip to Israel from 
June 9-19, led by Rabbi Daniel 
Treiser. For more information, 
visit arzaworld.com

Bible study: Explore the 
Second Book of Samuel and dis-
cover a unique period of Jewish his-
tory. Rabbi Daniel Treiser leads the 
classes on Wednesdays from 7-8 
p.m. There is no fee for members; 
$30 for non-members for the year.

Sunday funday: Preschool-
ers and their parents can enjoy 
playtime on Sunday, Feb. 25 from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. when the 
children can play in the kid’s center 
and experience the second annual 
Tampa Bay Jewish Food Festival. 
Non-members are welcome. Call 
the temple office for full schedule 
and pricing information at (727) 
531-5829.

Adult playtime: Play mah 
jongg, Mexican Train Dominoes or 
Bridge on Thursdays at 1 p.m. Join 
active seniors and play the game 
of your choice. Coffee and cake is 
served. For more information, con-
tact Linda White at linda33217@
gmail.com or (727) 688-0626.

Cong. Beth Shalom
Clearwater

Purim gala: The congregation 
will celebrate its sixth annual Purim 
Gala Cabaret on Saturday, March 
10, beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the 
synagogue’s “nightclub.” Kathy 
and Michael Sobel will be hon-
ored at this Great Gatsby themed 
party.  The evening will include an 
original Irving Berlin musical show 
by Joni Klein Higger, silent auc-
tion, cocktails, dinner and dancing 
to the Great American Songbook 
tunes interpreted by Paul Wilborn  
& The Blue Roses. Cost is $136 per 
person. For more information or to 
RSVP, call the CBS office at 727 
531-1418 or email: bookkeeper@
cbsclearwater.org.

Talmud classes: On Mon-
days and most Wednesdays, ex-
plore ancient legal tradition with 
Dr. Priscilla Nathanson. The class 
is open to all levels of knowledge. 
The Monday class is held after 
minyan from 10 - 11:15 a.m. and the 
Wednesday class is at 7 p.m. Con-



The first few months of my stay here, I asked people 
about places to go and things to see, looking for some-
thing exciting. Of course, I kept hearing about St. Peters-
burg and Tampa, but one thing that came up again and 
again was Gasparilla, the Pirate Parade. 

So a few weeks ago, it finally happened, and all these 
questions about the parade started popping up in my 
head. I was curious to know what the whole fuss IS 
about. Apparently, it is the third largest parade in the 
United States with approximately 300,000 participants. It 
got me thinking: Is there a parade of similar scale to Gas-
parilla in Israel? And the answer is yes, the Pride Parade.

The Pride Parade in Israel has been held every year 
since 1998, in Tel Aviv during the month of June. It 
has become one of the main symbols in the struggle for 
visibility and demand for equality for the LGBT popula-
tion and many people come from throughout Israel and 
from all around the world to enjoy the atmosphere of the 
festival and the unique street celebration. 

It is the biggest Pride Parade on the Asian continent 
and last year was the biggest parade ever held in Israel 
with over 200,000 participants, many of them tourists 
who came to enjoy this unique Middle Eastern experi-
ence. Songs in Arabic, Hebrew and English emphasize 
the liberalism and pluralism that Tel Aviv is so famous 
for. The parade is along the city’s fabulous coastline, 
while thousands of dancers flood the streets. By the way, 
according to a survey that was held a week after the last 
parade, one third of the participants were heterosexual, 
making this event a big celebration for every person who 
just wants to take part in a huge summer rave.

Unfortunately, all over the Middle East, this kind of 
public event is prohibited and Tel Aviv was the first city 
in the Middle East to facilitate and celebrate the Pride 

Parade events. Since then, other cities joined the trend 
and there have been attempts to have more parades else-
where, like in Jerusalem and Be’er Sheva.

LGBT rights are the result of a gradual process shared 
by the Knesset (Israel’s Parliament), the Government 
(especially the attorney general) and the court. It started 
in 1988 when many laws and regulations, which were 
discriminating based on sexual orientation, were can-
celled. Israel became the first in Asia to recognize unreg-
istered cohabitation between same-sex couples, making it 
the first country in Asia to recognize any same-sex union. 
Having said that, same-sex couples are not allowed to 
marry in Israel under the Rabbanut (also known as Chief 
Rabbinate of Israel – recognized by law as the supreme 
rabbinic and spiritual authority for Judaism in Israel), 
but Israel does recognize same-sex marriages performed 
elsewhere. The couple will be registered on the identity 
cards as married, and they will have equal rights for 
inheritance purposes, economic benefits, etc.

Today, regarding personal rights, there is a prohibi-
tion of general discrimination in Israel, and according 
to the law, LGBT couples are entitled to the same rights 
as heterosexual couples. The main gaps that exist today 
relevant to rights are related to personal and family status 
such as adoption, surrogacy and joint parenting. Latest 
law changes in regarding the LGBT community hap-
pened just last month, in January 2018 when the Health 

Ministry approved new regulations allowing gay and 
bisexual men to donate blood, regardless of when they 
last had sexual intercourse, just like straight men.

Tel Aviv has been referred to by publishers numer-
ous times as one of the most gay-friendly cities in the 
world and earned the nickname of “The gay capital of 
the Middle East.” According to LGBT travelers, it was 
ranked as the best gay city in the world for several years 
now. The estimate by officials in Tel Aviv is that 25 
percent of its population is gay, which means that about 
105,000 people in the city identify as LGBT. 

As it seems, some dancing in the sun with a cold beer 
in one hand can be a unique escape in such a delicate re-
gion. The gay pride parade shows the diversity of Israel’s 
society – like all the colors of the rainbow. It’s a magnifi-
cent sight, so what do you say? See you there next June?

Pride Parade in Israel
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Yael Mor’s yearlong visit to the community is spon-
sored by the Jewish Federation of Pinellas and Pasco 
Counties. She can be reached at (727) 530-3223 or by 
email at yael@jewishpinellas.org

Marchers in a Pride Parade in Israel.

Mor About 
Israel

Mor About 
Israel

Yael Mor
Israel Shlicha [Emissary]

Lenny’sLennys

21220 U.S. 19 North
Just south of Drew St. and north of S.R. 60

727.799.0402

Curing hunger...one meal at a time for 30+ years

Home of the almighty
danish basket!

Best Breakfast
in Clearwater!

s

Serving Breakfast & Lunch Anytime
6am - 3pm ~ 7 days a week

Jewish-style 
deli &

much more!

Stop by for A SUPER sandwich 
with a BOWL of soup

on SUNDAY or any day

with the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 
mascot ThunderBug. Dress in your 
favorite sports costume and win 
Lightning tickets. There will be a 
Megillah reading at 5 p.m. followed 
by dinner featuring stadium-style 
cuisine.

Cost is $10 per child. RSVP  by 
Feb. 25 online @ JewishClearwa-
ter.com or call: (727) 265-2770 

For women only:  The au-
thor of the book, Thank You G-d 
for Making Me a Woman, Rabbi 
Aaron L. Raskin will be the guest 
speaker at Chabad of Clearwater on 
Sunday, Feb. 25 at 9:30 a.m.  Rabbi 
Raskin aims to show that it is a 
mistaken belief that Judaism values 
the male contribution to its daily 
liturgy and life more than the fe-
male. His book lays out traditional 
observance and new scholarship 
on the Jewish woman’s role, which 
shows it’s essential. 

All Jewish women in the com-
munity are invited to attend. Ad-
mission is $10 and sponsors $180. 
RSVP online @ JewishClearwater.
com or call: 727-265-2770.

Torah and tea: Rebbetzin 
Miriam Hodakov leads a “Torah 
and Tea” exclusively for women on 
Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m. There is 
no charge to attend. RSVP to Miri-
amHodakov@gmail.com or (727) 
265-2770.

Pray, eat, watch video: 
On Sundays from 9-10 a.m., feed 
your body and soul with a bagel and 
lox plus tefillin.  Afterward there 
will be a short video presentation. 
There is no charge and everyone is 
welcome.

Study groups: Probe the 
ideas and issues presented in each 
week’s Torah portion on Mondays 
from 7-8 p.m. The Torah studies 
classes offer timely lessons for liv-
ing. The class is free.

Tanya class:  A new weekly 
Tanya class, A Tale of Two Souls, 
meets on Saturdays from 10:15-11 
a.m. The Tanya offers a roadmap 
for emotional healthy living. The 
in-depth study will ask the ques-
tions: What is a soul? How many do 
we have? What is our purpose here 
on earth? How are we to battle our 
evil inclination?  The class is free

Temple Ahavat Shalom
Palm Harbor

History lesson: Dr. Eric 
Steckler will present “Conflict & 
Coexistence: The History of the 
Old City of Jerusalem from 70 CE 
to the Present.” Part 1 will be on 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 7 p.m. on “The 
Ancient and Medieval City.” Part 
2 will be on Wednesday, Feb. 21 at 
7 p.m. on “The Modern Old City.” 

Torah study: Congregant Su-
san Segal teaches a Torah study 
class on Thursdays from noon to 
1:15 p.m. Bring a lunch, and of 
course, opinions. No prior knowl-
edge or attendance is required. The 
class will use the book The Torah: 
A Woman’s Commentary.

Science and religion:
Tuesday morning adult education 
class is under way on Tuesdays at 
11 a.m. Professor Alan Gorlick
will conclude his “Science and Re-
ligion,” portion of the class on Feb. 
20, then Rabbi Gary Klein will 
teach sessions on misfortune and 
grief. Call the temple office to join.

Judaism basics: An Intro-
duction to Judaism class is offered 
on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. This 
class, taught by Rabbi Klein, is ap-
propriate for non-Jewish spouses 
and significant others; those con-
sidering adopting Judaism as their 
faith, and those who are already 
Jewish who wish to enhance their 
knowledge of Judaism. New stu-
dents are welcome anytime. Cost is 
$100 per person or couple, for non-
members; free for temple members.

Cong. Beth Tefillah/
JCC of West Pasco 
Port Richey

Purim: There will be an ice 
cream social followed by the read-
ing of the Megillah interspersed 
with the congregation’s annu-
al original spiel and merriment be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. on erev Purim, 
Wednesday, Feb. 28.  Costumes are 
welcome, but optional.  All are wel-
come.  There is no charge to attend.

Understanding prayer:  A 
class focused on the history, mean-
ing, and relevance of Shabbat ser-
vice  prayers meets on Wednesdays 

through May at 7 p.m.  Knowledge 
of Hebrew is not required.   There is 
no fee, and all are welcome.

Chabad of West Pasco
Trinity

Purim in the Palace: Cel-
ebrate Purim at the Chabad center 
on Thursday, March 1 at 5:30 p.m. 
Come dressed for a royal ball and a 
feast. There will be crafts for kids, 
an interactive Megilliah reading, 
Brooklyn hamantashen and en-
tertainment for all ages. The cost 
is $25 for adults and is it free for 
children 12 and younger. RSVP im-
mediately to Rabbi@ChabadWP.
com or call (727) 376-3366.

Cong. Beth David
Spring Hill

Direct from Sweden: Tem-
ple Beth David will welcome the 
Stahlhammer Klezmer Classic 
band direct from Sweden for its 
Florida debut. This international 
group will perform on Sunday, Feb. 
25 at 2 p.m. They will play klezmer, 
Swedish music, tango and more. 
Tickets, including dessert and cof-
fee, are $18. Order tickets at (352) 
686-7034 or go to tbdfl.org. Send 
checks to the temple.

Torah study: Rabbi Paul 
Schreiber will conduct Torah 
study classes on Mondays at 10:30 
a.m. and 7 p.m. Free for members 
and $5 per class for non-members.

Judaism class: A free Jewish 
conversion class will be held on 
Saturdays at 1 p.m., conducted by 
Rabbi Schreiber.

Talmud for beginners:
This class, already under way, is 
held every Wednesday at 8 p.m., 
except for the third Wednesday of 
the month. It is free for members 
and $5 per class for non-members.

Chabad of Spring Hill
Torah studies: The Jewish 

community is invited to attend 
Torah study classes, with bagels, 
on Wednesdays from noon to 1 
p.m. The classes, taught by Rabbi 
Chaim Lipszyc, are not sequential, 
so folks can drop in for any class. 
The first class is free then the fee 
is $7 per class.  For more informa-
tion, call Ro Kerschner at (352) 
746-6258.



By BRUCE LOWITT
Jewish Press

Barely a generation ago, the problem 
with pain-killers was that they weren’t 
readily available and doctors were reluc-
tant to prescribe those that were.

Today the reverse is true – too many of 
them and just about anyone can get them 
whether or not they’re needed.

Dan Zsido, training and education coor-
dinator for the Na-
tional Association 
of Drug Diversion 
Investigators, said 
2016, the last year 
for which com-
plete statistics are 
available, “was the 
worst year ever in 
the United States 
for drug overdose 
deaths, more than 
64,000 of them due to another huge in-
crease in prescription opioid medication.”

In the 1990s, “articles appeared in medi-
cal journals that doctors were under pre-
scribing pain medication, that they were 
not adequately treating pain,” said Dr. 
Richard Maza, a Clearwater internist who 
has had experience in his practice with 
substance-abuse issues.

“Coincidentally with that, drugs came 
on the market which were the bulk of the 
opioids. Purdue Pharma developed a syn-
thetic opioid called 
OxyContin and 
marketed it as a 
safe and effective 
way to treat pain 
with no or very 
little addiction po-
tential. Physicians 
got lulled into feel-
ing that prescribing 
opioids was a safe 
thing to do. And 
what they did was 
prescribe too many at a time, or for pain 
that could be handled by lesser drugs like 
Tylenol, Advil, Aleve …

“They wrote prescriptions for, say, 30 
(pills). The patient used five, there were 

25 left and those 25 somehow got out into 
the general community and were used as 
what they call ‘diversionary drugs,’ mean-
ing they became available to people who 
didn’t need them for pain. And it addicted 
them because one of the side effects is eu-
phoria,” Maza said.

Zsido, a retired lieutenant from the Pi-
nellas County Sheriff’s Office, where he 
commanded the Narcotics Division, and 
Dr. Maza, will speak Wednesday evening, 
March 14, at Temple Ahavat Shalom, 1575 
Curlew Road,  in Palm Harbor, on “The 
Opioid Epidemic and How It Hurts You.”  
The free community program starts at 7 p.m.

“It is clear that the opioid addiction crisis 
impacts every community, including the 
Jewish community,” said Ahavat Shalom’s 
Rabbi Gary Klein. “Over the years I’ve 
encountered numerous Jewish people who 
have told me that they or someone in their 
family is suffering from an addiction, and 
I have officiated over the past few years at 
more than several funerals where family 
members have indicated that the cause of 
death was an overdose.”

Also speaking are Rochae Zwicha-
rowski, a Certified Recovery Support 
Specialist and herself a recovering addict, 
and Laurie Serra, who started the Pinellas 
County chapter of the Narcotics Overdose 
Prevention & Education task force after 
her 28-year-old stepson died in 2008 of an 
unintentional overdose of OxyContin and 
other drugs. The program is free and open 
to the public.

Zsido said data is starting to show that 
the longer someone is on prescription 
medication the greater the chance the user 
will fall into misuse of the drug.

“We’ve seen people who have an ac-
cident, say they slip and fall, or undergo 
some sort of procedure and they were on 
a medication and it resulted in a tolerance, 
which rolled into an addiction, which 
rolled into making poor decisions,” Zsido 
said, “and ultimately they crossed the line 
and did something and got in trouble. Then 
there are people who are just experiment-
ing with it.”

Zwicharowski said her message is that 
addicts “do recover, coming from what-

ever background.”
“Yes, I am an addict, I am always go-

ing to be an addict. But the woman I am 
today is not the woman I was. I’m a good 
mother, I’m clean. I’m a productive mem-
ber of society.”

She is 38, says she’s been sober for 10 
years, and has children ages 20, 18 and 16, 
all of whom she had before she was mar-
ried. “I pulled them 
through the wringer 
with me for awhile. 
The state ended up 
taking them; they 
went into foster 
care.

“I was facing a 
large prison sen-
tence for traffick-
ing hydrocodone 
(a semi-synthetic 
opioid) and I ended up going into treatment 
and the judge saw in me that I really wanted 
to change and ended up having three years’ 
probation and getting my kids back.”

She met her husband “in the rooms,” 
meaning when they were both in rehab. 
“He’s in recovery as well. I’m not saying I 
recommend that,” Zwicharowski said with 
a laugh, “but it’s better’n meeting him in 
a bar. ...

“I come from a long line of addicts. As 
early as I can remember there were drugs 
in the house, my parents using. And what 
goes along with that is police officers, 
ambulances, fighting, all that good stuff. 
When I was six years old our house got 
raided, I woke up with guns to my head 
and I always wanted to change the way I 
felt. Of course I hated my parents because 
I never wanted to be like them and I turned 
out worse than them.”

Now she is an outreach coordinator for 
Associate Recovery Communities, for-
merly Tampa Bay Sober Living, which 
provides transitional homes that bridge the 
gap between substance abuse treatment 
centers and independence.

Said Zsido: “We have to be more atten-
tive to addiction as a community. Law en-
forcement can’t do it by itself and health 
care can’t do it by itself.”
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B’not Mitzvah

Summer Camps
Day Camps | PreK and Up | June-August
Fun and educational themed day camps include Little Captains, 

Basketball, STEM, Little Explorers, and Writing.

Boarding Camp | 8th-12th Grade | June-August
Summer@Farragut is a unique two, four, or six-week summer 

boarding program for teens. They will attend college-prep classes (and 
earn high school credit!) and participate in fun activities while living 

in campus dormitories.

Register Online!
www.farragut.org/summer
727-384-5500 ext 220 | 501 Park St. N., St. Petersburg, FL

Register Online!Register Online!
www.farragut.org/summerwww.farragut.org/summer

All camps are open to the public, coed, and include a hot lunch!

Use Code: JPSUMMER2018 
for 10% off day camps

Temple panel to discuss origins of opiod crisis and where we go now

Dan Zsido

Dr. Richard Maza

Rochae Zwicharowski

6940 22nd Avenue North
727.345.7040

2220 4th Street North
727.822.2000

12670 Starkey Road, Largo
Between Bryan Dairy and Ulmerton

727.518.8888

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LUNCH &

DINNER SERVED

www.atheniangardens.com

Family owned since 1977

6940 22nd Avenue North
727.345.7040

2220 4th Street North
727.822.2000

12670 Starkey Road, Largo
Between Bryan Dairy and Ulmerton

727.518.8888

Where Everything is HomemadeWhere Everything is Homemade

Lunch tab over $20

Get $3 Off
Not valid with other offers.

Must present ad. Exp. 7/31/14

Dinner tab over $30

Get $6 Off
Not valid with other offers.

Must present ad. Exp. 7/31/14

6940 22nd Avenue North
727.345.7040

2220 4th Street North
727.822.2000

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LUNCH &

DINNER SERVED

www.atheniangardens.com

Family owned since 1977

6940 22nd Avenue North
727.345.7040

2220 4th Street North
727.822.2000

Where Everything is HomemadeWhere Everything is Homemade

Lunch tab over $30

Get $4 Off
Not valid with other offers.

Must present ad.

Dinner tab over $50

Get $6 Off
Not valid with other offers.

Must present ad.

Hannah Marie LaPoint 
Davis, daughter of Gerald 
and Shane Davis of St. 
Petersburg, will be called 
to the Torah as a Bat Mitz-
vah on Saturday, Feb. 17 
at Temple Beth-El in St. 
Petersburg.

A seventh-grade legacy 
student at Shorecrest Pre-
paratory School, Hannah 
participates in both cheerleading and volleyball 
and received the Most Valuable Player award for 
the 2017 Shorecrest volleyball team. Active year 
round in Hunter Jumper English Riding at Owen 
Equestrian, Hannah also is a member of the St. 
Petersburg Audubon Society where she works as 
a bird steward, studies wildlife, creates reports ad 
works to grow indigenous trees to benefit birds 
and other wildlife. She is currently growing trees 
to donate as part of her mitzvah project to the city 
of St. Petersburg. 

Gerald and Shane Davis will host a luncheon 
at their home, Moon Acre Manor, on Saturday 
afternoon, Feb. 17.

Special guests will include Mayor Rick Krise-
man, and representatives of the Audubon Society. 

Hannah Marie LaPoint 
Davis

Kayla Jasmine Harter, daughter of Dr. Karen 
Wolstein and Michael Harter, of Dunedin, will be 
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Sunday, 
Feb. 18 at Temple Ahavat Shalom in Palm Harbor.

A seventh-grade honors student at Academie 
Da Vinci Charter School, Kayla excels in dance 
and the arts at her school. A member of the Dream-
ers Dance Company in Dunedin, Kayla is also 
active in Temple Ahavat Shalom’s youth group.

Dr. Karen Wolstein will host a celebration at 
Safety Harbor Resort and Spa on Sunday evening, 
Feb. 18.

Special guests will include family and friends.

Kayla Jasmine Harter

As the time nears for your child’s Bar/Bat Mitz-
vah, you will want to let the community know by 
announcing it in the Jewish Press. There is a $5 
charge to cover the cost of  reproducing the photo. 
Mail  to the Jewish Press, PO Box 6970, Clearwa-
ter, FL 33758.
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USF Hillel
Morris & Bertha Escoll Center for Jewish Campus Life
13101 USF Sycamore Drive, Tampa, FL 33620   •   (813) 899-2788

facebook.com/usfhillel

To start building your flavor or for more 
information, please contact Linda Wolf at  
shalom@suncoasthillels.org or (813) 899-2788

Name your flavor in honor of a birthday, anniversary, other special occasion, or just because you love ice cream! 

Your creation will be our next Flavor of the Month at four (4) weekly USF Hillel Ice 
Cream Parlors and you will receive two (2) complimentary quarts of your ice cream!

Help us reach our 36-Flavors goal: Create 
your own custom flavor and give it a name!

others have 31 but
we want 36…
    flavors that is 

Ensuring a Jewish Future. Theirs. And Ours.

1 2 3

For a $250 donation, create a custom ice cream flavor.

Choose your mix-ins
We’re talking cake bites, 
cookie dough, fruit 
swirls, chocolate chunks 
and more…the yummy 
possibilities are endless!

Name your flavor
Maybe it rhymes. Maybe 
it doesn’t. It can be one 
syllable. It can be 10. Our 
only request is that it be 
awesome (like you, for 
making this donation).

Pick a base
Chocolate, vanilla, mint, 
lemon, coconut or any 
flavor that your taste 
buds desire!

With help of 
Holocaust survivors, 
students tend garden

A Holocaust survivor plants parsley in 
the Hillel Academy tub farm.

Holocaust survivors and students 
plant trees for Tu b’Bhevat.

Two Holocaust survivors joined 
sixth-grade students at Hillel 
Academy to work in the school’s 
garden on Jan. 30 as part of the 
school’s open house program. 

Together they planted parsley in 
the hydroponic garden installed by 
Tampa Urban Benefit Farms (Tub 
Farms), hoping it will be ready to 
harvest for Passover. In addition, 
they planted a tree in celebration 
of Tu B’Shevat.  

“I had the joy of spending my 
morning with two Holocaust 
survivors (who asked to remain 
anonymous) as they spent time 
with the children and planted in 
the hydroponic garden,” said Tub 
Farm founder and Hillel alumni 
Nava Kirk. “I personally was so 
moved just to spend a little time 
with both ladies, who are as kind 
as can be.”

Hillel students have been plant-
ing in the garden and donating the 
produce since 2015. Originally, 
each class had 16 plants, which 
they monitored frequently. Crops 
have included cucumbers, Swiss 
chard, lettuce, squash, green beans 
and basil. 

The garden can now hold close 
to 400 plants, said Kirk. Over 
the three years TUB Farms has 
worked with Hillel Academy, they 
have donated “hundreds of pounds 
of produce” to Meals on Wheels 
and Hillsborough County Fam-
ily Partnership Alliance (HCFPA), 
which helps people in the depen-
dency system, including foster 
parents and relative caregivers.

This year, donations are going 
to local Holocaust survivors as 
well. There are nine survivors who 
receive vegetables every two to 
three weeks, and there is enough 
food to support more, said Kirk. 

For more information on the 
TUB Farms program, visit www.
tubfarms.org or email tubfarms@
gmail.com.

(L-R) Eduardo Kornworcel and Ezra 
Gamson in the garden.



The bride-to-be is 
the daughter of the 
late Debbie Kieffer 
Eisenberg and Stan 
Eisenberg and Nance 
Alexander of Minne-
apolis. She is a gradu-
ate of the University 
of Wisconsin, and is 
a registered nurse at 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago.

A June wedding is planned at Temple Israel in Min-
neapolis, with a honeymoon in Tuscany.

The couple will reside in Chicago.
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Engagement

HALF & FULL DAY SUMMER CAMPS 
MAY 28 - AUGUST 17, 2018

PK–12 service, 
paddleboarding and 

kayaking, fishing, 
a week at Busch Gardens

Expanded 
Offerings

trips to the Southwest, 
Iceland and England, 

field archeology, Costa Rica, Peru 
(for grades 4 to 12)

Greater 
Adventure

college essay writing, SAT/ACT prep,
leadership and service, travel, 

field archeology of the Southwest, 
glass blowing, CPR/1st Aid

More Upper School 
Options

Great Books, Intro to Mandarin, 
Tots and Me Yoga, CPR/1st Aid

Diversity & Inclusivity, 
Swim with Manatees

Parent Courses
AND NOW OFFERING

Summer ProgramsSummer Programs

For full course/camp listing and to regist  er, visit
www.shorecrest.org/summer

Summer Camps and Programs for students
in preschool through high school. 

at Shorecrest

Day Camp weekly themes, activities, field trip, art, games and water fun. 
Plus a menu of 1-week options for every interest. 

With Extended Day Care, Camps are Available 7:30am-5pm

MILLIONS
• Continued from FRONT PAGE
after  a while he started getting short 
of breath. He needed a pacemaker. 
I went with him to the hospital so 
he wouldn’t be alone. … Then there 
was a bout with cancer. That’s prob-
ably when I started being a nurse as 
well as a friend.”

“He watched the news every 
day – and Lawrence Welk. He 
loved Lawrence Welk,” Chris said. 
“He was extremely intelligent, 
started college when he was 16, 
and he was all about education, 
all about knowledge and all about 
world peace. It disturbed him so 
much, things that were going on 
in the world and how people were 
treated.”

Prof. Laurence Simon, found-
ing director of the Sustainable 
International Development (SID) 
program at Brandeis’ Heller School 
for Social Management, said from 
his office that Bluestone “had 
come up to consider the possibility 
of a gift to the university, and he 
was introduced to a few people on 
campus who were in programs that 
(the school) thought he might be 
interested in.”

A lunch with Simon at the faculty 
club was the beginning of a long 
friendship. “I knew it would be 
an excellent relationship when he 
handed me a business card – he 
was retired by then so I guess it was 
more of a calling card – and along 
with all his contact information 
was a little phrase, One World,” 
Simon said.

“I told him that at orientation ev-
ery year I had an event for incoming 
students from all over the world that 
I called the One World Cafe. So that 
phrase was part of the attraction for 

each other, that we had this rather 
idealistic view of putting people 
together from all faiths and nation-
alities and walks of life.”

Bluestone’s bequest will provide 
financial aid for up to five students 
in the SID program in future years, 
and support research and program 
development in the Center for 
Global Development and Sustain-
ability, also at the Heller School.

Bluestone graduated from Cor-
nell and the New York Univer-
sity School of Medicine and held 
a number of medical positions, 
including serving for 10 years as 
director of the New York State 
Rehabilitation Hospital.

He spoke French, German, Ital-
ian, Spanish and Hebrew as well 
as English, the Sotnicks said. He 
loved his computer, was on it all 
the time, receiving and sending 
jokes to people all over the world. 
He was never Seymour. Always 
Sy, “and he would sign his e-mails 
‘Sigh,’” Merrianne said. “ ‘Con 
amore (With love), Sigh.’ ”

Simon visited Bluestone annual-
ly, often bringing along a couple of 
his international students. “He just 
adored these visits. … Even in his 
old age Sy would sit there speaking 
to them in French or Spanish. He 
was incredibly intellectually curi-
ous and had a tremendous knowl-
edge of world history and cultures. 
I don’t think it’s an exaggeration 
to say he considered those visits 
among the highlights of his year.”

Bluestone also served as a medi-
cal officer in the U.S. Army in 
Korea during 1945-47, reaching 
the rank of captain. “He married at 
age 39 in Jamaica – the island, not 
Queens,” Chris Sotnick said. “His 
wife died many years ago – I don’t 
think he ever mentioned her name 
– and they had no children.

“He was very political, ultra-
liberal. He gave to charities, to 
hospice, and to Democratic causes. 
He voted for Bernie Sanders. He 
could not stand the current presi-
dent. Loved Obama. And he was 
very agnostic. He lost his religion. 
He saw what was going on in the 
world and he lost his faith.”

Still, the Sotnicks said, Bluestone 
observed many Jewish traditions. 
He kept strictly kosher, and he 
would light Yahrzeit candles on the 
anniversary of family deaths.

“He did not want anybody to 
know he was a doctor,” Merrianne 
said. “He was very humble and very 
private. … He just didn’t want any 
attention at all. He didn’t want any 
(funeral) service. No memorial, no 
obituary, nothing.

“He left very specific instruc-
tions,” Merrianne added. “He 
wanted to be cremated, and we took 
his ashes to Bay Pines (Veterans 
Hospital in St. Petersburg), where 
his brother’s ashes were buried.”

The Sotniks put a Star of David on 
his grave marker. “He would have 
liked that,” Merrianne said. “He 
lost his religion but he was proud 
of his heritage.”

Students from Brandeis University meet with Seymour Bluestone at his Clear-
water home in 2013. (L-R) Bluestone’s neighbor Chris Sotnick, a student from 
Kenya, Bluestone, a student from India and Brandeis professor Laurence Simon.

Michael Eitan Wasserberger and Julie Dora Eisen-
berg announce their engagement.

The perspective bridegroom is the son of Manya 
Rubenstein of St. Petersburg and Abe Wasserberger 
and Lissa Abrahams of Baltimore. He spent much 
of his childhood in Tampa and Palm Harbor and is a 
graduate of Towson University in Maryland. He is a 
commercial pilot for Spirit Airlines. 

Eisenberg/Wasserberger
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• Hear the Chai Notes
   Klezmer Band
• SUNDAY SIMCHA to
   Broadcast live
• Vendors
• Local Jewish Agencies

MUSIC

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
1685 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater 33764 

727.531.5829 • TBIclearwater.org

• Pastrami and Corned Beef
   from Carnegie Deli
• Homemade Chicken Soup
• Kosher Hot Dogs and Falafel
• Chopped liver,
   stuffed cabbage & Latkes
• Bagels and the works
• Kugel and
...delicious baked items

• Face Painting
• Balloons
• Bounce Houses

•
   from Carnegie Deli
• Homemade Chicken Soup

• Bounce Houses
Visit our 

Beverage Garden 

for Wine and

Beer tastings
Beverage Garden 

Parking 
Shuttles 
available 
all day

SUNDAY
20

18

FEB. 25th TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL

CLEARWATER

10:00AM-3PM

THE TAMPA BAY

FOOD

This event made possible by individual sponsors and the Jewish Federation of Pinellas and Pasco Counties.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.TAMPABAYJEWISHFOODFEST.COM

Follow signs for offsite parking (handicapped parking and drop off only on premises)

BRING A CAN
OF FOOD FOR
OUR LOCAL

FOOD PANTRIESKIDS ZONE

The Tampa-Orlando-Pinellas Jewish 
Foundation (TOP) ended 2017 with assets 
supporting the Jewish and general nonprofit 
communities approaching $50 million.

The TOP portfolio includes $3.7 million 
in Israel Bonds and net investment perfor-
mance of 9.57 percent.

“The past 12 months mark a banner year 
for the Foundation and its donors as we to-
gether embarked on an expansion program 
to bring our philanthropic and investment 
management services to organizations and 
families outside Central Florida where no 
Jewish Foundation currently exists,” said 
Emilie Socash, TOP’s executive director. 

TOP also successfully completed a two-
year legacy program with the nationally rec-
ognized Harold Grinspoon Foundation, yield-
ing over 400 new legacy commitments with 
an estimated future value of more than $15 
million. The Life & Legacy program further 
ensures and protects the financial strength 

and stability of the local Jewish community, 
a parallel mission of the Foundation.  

“The beauty of creating legacy gifts, an 
investment in our next generations, is that 
they provide the permanent financial re-
sources to protect and sustain the Jewish 
community in the midst of a rapidly chang-
ing world,”  said Jeffrey Herman, TOP Jew-
ish Foundation president.

Of the nearly $50 million in assets at TOP, 
approximately 40 percent – or $20 million  
– are held in endowments. An additional 28 
percent are invested for Jewish agencies and 
synagogues throughout Tampa, Orlando, Pi-
nellas and Gainesville, the newest commu-
nity to join TOP as a result of its expansion 
program.  The remaining 32 percent are held 
in over 250 donor-advised funds for individ-
uals and families throughout Central Florida 
and a handful of other states.

From all TOP funds, the Foundation dis-
tributed 1,822 grants totaling $7.4 million,  

supporting both Jewish and secular causes 
throughout the country and around the globe. 

“Our level of reach continues to grow as 
we work with donors and supported orga-
nizations in a truly global fashion,” Socash 
said, “and yet we maintain our commitment 
to making giving easier and developing the 
personal, one-on-one relationships that all 
of our donors and community partners have 
come to expect.”

TOP’s asset base grew 6 percent between 
2016 and 2017 due to the confidence of do-
nors in using TOP as their primary chari-
table investment partner as well as strong 
growth in market performance. 

“Our goal is to grow the Foundation 
to $100 million in the next five years. We 
are confident that with the proper invest-
ment and management decisions, the com-
munities who choose TOP will continue to 
be bolstered by the Foundation,” said Al 
Schiff, vice president of TOP’s Investment 

Committee.  
Six years ago, TOP selected investment 

manager Goldman Sachs and adopted a 
new forward-thinking investment policy 
with a strict anti-terror and now anti-BDS 
preventative screening approach. As a re-
sult, TOP’s primary investment pool (called 
the “Balanced Pool”) has seen strong re-
turns. “In a nutshell, a donor who had given 
$10,000 to TOP last year would now have 
$957 more to give to charity in their fund. 
Considering larger gifts in funds that total 
$100,000 or greater, the ability to give more 
is that much greater,” said Socash. 

To further serve the interests of savvy phi-
lanthropists, TOP added another investment 
pool comprised of strictly equities, allowing  
for further customization of the risk toler-
ance (and return) of funds. 

To learn more about TOP, visit topjewish-
foundation.org or email Ellen@topjewish-
foundation.org.

Tampa-Orlando-Pinellas Foundation extends reach to Jewish families, organizations elsewhere

STUDY
• CONTINUED from FRONT PAGE
they had distinctive Jewish names 
such as Levy or Goldstein. 

Sheskin and his staff have con-
ducted scores of similar Jewish 
community studies throughout the 
country. While some of the ques-
tions in the survey were specific 
to Pinellas and Pasco counties, 
a number of them were general 
questions that could apply to many 
Jewish communities, and it is 
through those questions that com-
parisons were drawn between our 
local Jewish community and, in 
some cases, up to 60 other Jewish 
communities.

Topics covered in the survey 
include geographic profile, migra-

tion, age distribution, household 
size and structure, marital status, 
secular education and employment 
status, household income, Jewish 
identification, religious practices, 
intermarriage, synagogue atten-
dance/membership/attendance, 
sense of involvement/feeling part 
of Jewish community, Jewish edu-
cation, familiarity with and assess-
ment of local Jewish organizations, 
social service needs, the Jewish 
elderly, Israel, anti-Semitism, phi-
lanthropy, and a political profile.

To read the full study or sum-
maries, go to Berman Jewish Da-
tabank, a project of the Jewish 
Federations of North America at 
jewishdatabank.org.

The public is invited to a free 
presentation on religious freedom 
issues globally – including the 
persecution of religious minorities 
– from the nation’s former top dip-
lomat on religious freedom issues, 
Rabbi David Saperstein.

The rabbi will speak from 1-3 
p.m., Thursday, March 8, at the 
Saint Leo Abbey Church, 33701 
SR 52, St. Leo. 

The Saint Leo University Cen-
ter for Catholic-Jewish Studies is 
sponsoring Rabbi’s Saperstein’s 
talk.

From 2015-17, Rabbi Saper-
stein was the U.S. Ambassador-at-
Large for International Religious 

Freedom, the first non-Christian to 
hold that post. He is senior advisor 
to the Union of Reform Judaism 
for policy and strategy and direc-
tor emeritus of its Religious Ac-
tion Center, where he served for 
more than 30 years.   

To reserve seating, contact Me-
gan Orendorf by email, jennifer.
orendorf@saintleo.edu, or call 
(352) 588-8401.   

The mission of the Saint Leo 
University Center for Catholic-
Jewish Studies is to build mutual 
respect, understanding, and appre-
ciation among different faiths by 
providing opportunities for inter-
faith education and dialogue.

Rabbi who served as U.S. ambassador for 
religious freedoms to speak at St. Leo’s
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or participation in Jewish religious or cultural activi-
ties, how philanthropic we are, and what our needs 
are.

The study was commissioned by the Jewish Fed-
eration of Pinellas and Pasco Counties and Gulf 
Coast Jewish Family & Community Services and 
conducted by Ira Sheskin, chair of the University of 
Miami Department of Geography. Sheskin has done 
scores of demographic studies of Jewish communi-
ties throughout the nation and did the last compre-
hensive study in Pinellas, in 1994.

Painting a picture
The findings of the 2017 study not only provides 

a picture of today’s Jewish community here, but also 
tells us how we have changed from 1994 and how 
we stack up to Jewish communities throughout the 
United States.

Sheskin told the Jewish Press, he found the 2017 
study “depressing.”  If you are looking for the utopian 
Jewish community, it is certain you won’t find it here. 

When compared to other Jewish communities, the 
Pinellas-Pasco Jewish community is older, less reli-
gious and less philanthropic than many, Sheskin said.

“You want people to feel connected to the place, 
but no one feels connected here,” he told a com-
munity presentation on the survey results. Without 
certain communal facilities like a JCC or day school, 
“there is a lack of a central Jewish community,” 
Sheskin said.

One thing Sheskin had never seen in a demo-
graphic study before was that the number of Jewish 
households went up, while the overall number of 
Jews actually went down by 1,750 since 1994. As a 
way to explain this phenomena, Sheskin said, “The 
community got older so there are fewer Jews per 
household. Also, there is more intermarriage.” 

Though the study showed a high percent of folks 
who identified as “Just Jewish” and did not seem to be 
engaged with, or sometimes not even aware of, local 
Jewish institutions, he said the fact that they would 
spend up to 45 minutes on the phone to participate in 
the study shows an encouraging degree of connection 
to their Jewish identity.

The 1,090-page report include hundreds of find-
ings. Among those that stand out: a low percentage 
of synagogue membership and attendance and a low 
percentage of those in Jewish households who donate 
to Jewish organizations.

Findings also show there is a high percentage of 
intermarried families, a high divorce rate and a low 
percentage of children up to age 17 living in Jewish 
households. 

One very telling finding: from 1994 to 2017, the 
median age of local Jews increased from 46 years 
old to 62 years old.

On the bright side
The report did contain some positives. For in-

stance:
• 98 percent said they were proud to be Jewish, 85 

percent said they have a strong sense of belonging 
to the Jewish people and 70 percent said they have 
a “special responsibility” to care for Jews in need.

• 81 percent of Jewish households are involved in 
Jewish activity in that they are either associated with 
the Jewish community, observe a religious practice, 
contain a Jewish respondent who attends synagogue 
services at least once a year, or donated to a Jewish 
charity in the past year. As good as that figure looks, 
it was even better at 88 percent in ’94.

• The level of anti-Semitism experienced is appre-
ciably lower now than in 1994. In the case of the 6-17 
age bracket, the percentage of those who experienced 
anti-Semitism dropped from 30 percent in 1994 to 
just 3 percent in 2017.

• For most age groups, the level of attachment to 
Israel has increased since ’94.

While some findings may prompt people reading 
the study to see the glass half empty, Emilie Socash, 
executive director of the Pinellas/Pasco Federation, 
found room for optimism. 

“The thing that stood out to me was how connected 
to the Jewish community were those who may not 
have synagogue affiliations. More than 40 percent 
attended a Jewish event in the past year and more 
than 80 percent had done something Jewish in their 
home. That makes me feel there is a level of Jewish 
engagement that can grow,” Socash said.

As for whether the findings are good or bad, Socash 
said, “It is all just data. There is no place for judgment, 
or even worry; it is all just data.” 

Socash said what the data tells her is, “We have the 
opportunity to be a welcoming and inclusive com-
munity, one that is known for offering programs for 
the reality of our community vs one that is stuck in 
a belief of how communities should be.”

In regard to the increase in the median age, Socash 
said, “We have a lot of adults who would appreci-
ate even more activities … We spent a lot of time 
programming for young families and we need to 
recognize those adults also need events, programs 
and services.”

Here is a sampling from findings of the Pinellas and Pasco Counties 
Jewish community study.  Because the demographer conducted the 
1994 and 2017 studies, we can see how the community has changed 
over time. Because he  also has done scores of similar studies in Jewish 
communities throughout the nation, sometimes using common ques-
tions, it is possible to see how we stack up against other Jewish commu-
nities on certain issues. For full details, go to www.jewishdatabank.org.

Size, distribution of Jewish population
• There are 18,000 Jewish households in Pinellas and Pasco with a total of 

28,000 Jews and 8,000 non-Jews living in those homes. 
• In Pinellas County the number of Jews dropped from 25,200 in 1994 to 

23,450 in 2017. 
• Pinellas/Pasco is the 39th largest Jewish community in the U.S.
Geographic profile
• 8% of Jewish households are in the top ZIP code,  34698 – Dunedin  and 

20%  live in the top three ZIP codes: 34698 - Dunedin, 33701 – downtown 
St. Petersburg, and 34684 - Lake Tarpon. This reflects the fact that the 
Jewish population of Pinellas/Pasco is geographically dispersed and that 
there is no “core area” of Jewish settlement.

Migration
• 5% of Jewish households have always lived in Pinellas/Pasco.  In total, 36% 

moved from other parts of the South (including 5% from Tampa), 35% 
from the Northeast (including 20% from New York, 7% from New Jersey), 
17% from the Midwest (including  5% from both Michigan and Ohio) and 
5% from the West.

• 56% have lived here for 20 years or more. In 1994, that figure was 26%.
• Based on the migration of Jews into and out of the area, the number of Jewish 

households in Pinellas/Pasco is expected to remain about the same for 
the next few years.

Age distribution
• The median age for Jews in the Pinellas/Pasco is 62, up from 46 in 1994. 

The median age for all Americans is about 38.
Household size and structure
• The average Jewish household size is 2.03 persons, down from 2.37 in 

Pinellas in 1994.
• 10% of those households have children up to age 17. In 1994 in Pinellas it 

was 25%.
Intermarriage 
• 56% of couples in Jewish households are intermarried. 
• 66% of the children in those households are being raised Jewish or partly 

Jewish.
Jewish identification
• 3% of the Jewish respondents identified as Orthodox (the same in ’94), 21% 

as Conservative (23% in ’94), 30 percent as Reform (39% in ’94) and 47 
percent as “Just Jewish” (36% in ’94)

• 98% said they were proud to be Jewish, 85% said they have a strong sense 
of belonging to the Jewish people and 70% said they have a “special 
responsibility” to care for Jews in need.

Part of Jewish local community
• 9% feel very much part of the Jewish community, 25% somewhat, 25% not 

very much and 43% not at all.
Overall involvement
• 81% of Jewish households are involved in Jewish activity in that they are 

either associated with the Jewish community, observe a religious practice, 
contain a Jewish respondent who attends services at least once a year, 
or donated to a Jewish charity in the past year (88% in ’94).

Israel connection
• 34% of Jewish households have a member who visited Israel.
• 17% of respondents are extremely emotionally attached to Israel, 26% very 

attached, 38% somewhat attached and 19% not attached.
Philanthropy
• 22% of Jewish households donated money to the Jewish Federation of 

Pinellas and Pasco Counties in the past year (34% in ’94). The average 
donation per household was $66.

Here is how we fared when compared to other Jewish communities 
(between 40 and 55 communities were surveyed on the topics below, 
except where noted).
Religious practices
• 49% –  always/usually participate in a Passover Seder (ranked lowest)
• 58% – always/usually light Hanukkah candles. (ranked third lowest) 
• 52% –  have a mezzuzah on the front door (ranked fourth lowest)
• 17% - light Sabbath candles. (ranked eighth lowest)
• 44% – always/usually have a Christmas tree at home (ranked third highest)
Synagogue attendance
• Second lowest - 14% - attend synagogue services once a month or more
• Second highest - 45% - never attend synagogue services.
Jewish organization membership

• 15% - hold a  membership in a Jewish organization. (ranked third lowest). 
Jewish organization membership was 36% in Pinellas in 1994.  

Jewish education – children
•  54% of children from 5-17 who have received some formal Jewish education 

(ranked lowest)
•  46% of children from 13-17 have received some formal Jewish education 

(ranked lowest) 
Social service needs
• 18% of Jewish children age 0-17 in need of programs for children with 

learning disabilities or other special needs. (ranked highest among 30 
communities )

• 18% of those 75 and older are need in-home health care. (ranked third highest 
among 35 communities)

Given how Jews here are scattered throughout the 
area, Socash said, “We need to go where they are.”

While not ignoring the local Jews already plugged 
in and engaged in Jewish life, the challenge is to reach 
out and try to engage the significant number who 
identified themselves as “Just Jewish” as opposed 
to particular streams of Judaism such as Orthodox, 
Conservative or Reform. 

Recently the Federation promoted a Hanukkah 
family event that aimed to be inclusive of all types 
of families, including LGBT, single parent and 
intermarried families. The Federation also has held 
PJ Library events at local public libraries. Given the 
results of the study, it is likely more attempts like this, 
to reach those who might not be as likely to show up 
at a synagogue, will be held, Socash said.

Five “areas of concentration” emerged from re-
cent discussions of the study results: Israel, Jewish 
culture, demographics, children and education, and 
public relations. The Federation created commit-
tees to address these five topics and it will likely be 
months before an overall strategic plan is developed 
to address needs indicated by the study. (See Federa-
tion statement on these topics, page 11.)

From a rabbi’s perspective
Understandably, from the perspective of a long-

time rabbi in the community, the low percentage of 
synagogue membership and low percentage of those 
attending synagogue or other Jewish religious events 
is not ideal, says Rabbi Gary Klein of Temple Ahavat 
in Palm Harbor.

He said he was originally okay with the population 
study being done, but in hindsight feels it revealed 
little that the local Jewish community did not already 
know, and that the funds could have been better used 
to enhance synagogue programming.

In order to build a stronger Jewish community 
here, he said synagogues need to be the heart of Jew-
ish life and they need to work hard to that end. He 
also noted that the community has been hurt by the 
closing of the Pinelals County Jewish Day School 
in 2010 and the JCC of Pinellas  a few years later. 
Those institutions are the sort that families look for 
when choosing a community in which to live where 
to move. But synagogues with strong programming 
can help mitigate the lack of a JCC and Jewish day 
school, he said.

“While I am concerned about the trends here and 
in other communities, I think we have a wonderful 
community and can sustain it into the future,” Rabbi 
Klein said, “I think the synagogues play a dispropor-
tionate role in sustaining it. I am firmly committed 
to help make it as vibrant a community as it can be.”

Rabbi Klein said the Federation is “doing a good 
and appropriate job. They do not need to do more, 
but I think we need to strengthen our synagogues.”

Federation President Steve Klein noted that the 
Federation is already working in that direction, 
“helping expand synagogue programming through 
innovation grants.”

With the Federation’s lead in completing the first 
comprehensive demographics study in more than 20 
years, Steve Klein said, “So many more firsts will be 
tackled as we are armed with this new data.”

Socash said, “Doing the survey at a time when the 
community does not have a JCC and Day School, 
gives us an interesting perspective about the needs 
and wants for these type institutions. When we look 
at the behaviors people reported, the data shows our 
community wants to gather and to learn together 
and we need to consider how our entire institutional 
structure can meet these needs and wants.”

Exploring new models
The Federation is actively exploring models used 

in other Jewish communities without such institu-
tions, she said. “What we had, did not work, so it 
would be irresponsible to try to resurrect what we had 
that did not work. But that does not mean we cannot 
have what our community needs in the future.”

Does that mean we won’t have have a brick and 
mortar Day School in the future? Socash would not 
rule out the possibility of a new Day School, but said 
“I think the better use of our creative energy is not 
what could have saved the old model but what we 
might come up with in the future to meet the needs 
of the future.” She said she has “a lot of hope and 
inspiring ideas to examine.”

Two Federation board members voiced ideas as to 
how to address the study findings.

Toni Rinde feels the study shows the need to create 
a Jewish identity among children. “Camp, program-
ming, and community involvement shape the Jewish 
identity of young people in order to assure the endur-
ance and perpetuity of the Jewish people for years to 
come,” she said.

Louis Orloff pointed to study data that showed 
many who identified themselves as Jewish are not 
getting news about the local Jewish community 
through the Jewish Press. Finding a way to reach 
those folks, he said, “will help bring our community 
together and build pride for all that we have.”

To find the full report on the demographics study, 
go to www.jewishdatabank.org.

How Jewish Are We?How Jewish Are We? 
Pinellas and Pasco Jewish community



By BOB FRYER
Jewish Press

For Gulf Coast Jewish Fam-
ily and Community Services of-
ficials, one of the co-sponsors of 
the 2017 demographics study, two 
things jumped out in the results: 
the significant rise in the median 
age of those in the local Jewish 
community – from 46 in 1994 to 
62 in 2017 – and a surprisingly 
large number of families in Jewish 
households that have children with 
development disabilities.

Since Gulf Coast’s mission is 
to provide social services to those 
in need through a variety of pro-
grams, the study results show there 
may be more need for programs 
that serve the increasingly elder 
population and serve children with 
developmental disabilities.

There are two other findings in 
the survey, however, that present 
challenges in offering such ser-
vices. One is that a large number 
of those surveyed were unaware 
of Gulf Coast and its services, and 
the other is that many of those sur-
veyed who identified themselves 
as “Just Jewish” have little to no 
connection with local Jewish insti-

tutions. The Pinellas/Pasco Jewish 
community ranked second highest 
in a comparison with 60 other Jew-
ish communities for highest per-
cent – 47 percent here – of those 
identifying as “Just Jewish.”

Of all respondents to the sur-
vey, 66 percent of them said they 
were not at all familiar with Gulf 
Coast, even though the agency 
has been around for more than 50 
years, employs more than 370 case 
managers agencywide and boasts 
a point-in-time case load of more 
than 6,000 individuals.

Gulf Coast covers a 37-county 
area in Florida and provides a wide 
range of family support and coun-
seling services. Many of those ser-
vices are for anyone in need, but 
the agency also offers a range of 
services for the Jewish community 
in Pinellas and Pasco Counties, 
from programs for Holocaust sur-
vivors to emergency financial and 
food assistance, mentoring Jewish 
children, providing Jewish Life 
education and counseling.

Gulf Coast CEO Sandra Bra-
ham said they have to find differ-
ent ways to promote the agency 
among Jewish households in need 

of services but unaware that Gulf 
Coast offers them.

“One area we identified as a 
challenge for families is those with 
special needs,” Braham said. This 
is an area where people need more 
support and there is a gap between 
services available and connecting 
with those in need, she said.

Jay Miller, Gulf Coast’s imme-
diate past board president, said 
Gulf Coast already has programs 
serving adults with developmen-
tal disabilities but those programs 
may not be appropriate for fami-
lies that have children with those 
disabilities. 

“We work extensively with chil-
dren, but more with children from 
troubled families” as opposed to 
those who have children with de-
velopmental disabilities, Miller 
said, noting that Gulf Coast may 
need to help with such things as 
providing transportation, or edu-
cational or therapeutic services.

He said Gulf Coast will need 
to study the survey results and 
find additional ways to gauge the 
needs. “There may be new pro-
grams to address specific needs, 
once we understand it more,” he 

said.
Before there is a rush to roll 

out new programs, however, Bra-
ham said more time and thought 
is needed. The population study 
was a huge community undertak-
ing, she said, and the desire is to 
“get right to the problem solv-
ing,” but “We need to resist the 
urge and look for the above-the-
forest view and see if we can look 
across agencies and communities. 
We have to rely on a weave of 
connections to identify where we 
fit and where it is up to us to take 
the lead.”

Cindy Minetti, who heads the 
Jewish Family Services portion of 

the agency said she sees the survey 
results as a positive because now 
there is more data to support the 
need for services.

She said this is “our opportunity 
to blow our own horn because in 
most cases we have the programs” 
to address needs found in the sur-
vey.

“Overall, it [the survey] was 
enlightening and helpful for us. 
Rather than focusing on, ‘Oh my 
God, we are older’ it tells us the 
needs and that we are not just do-
ing this by gut feeling.

Miller agreed. “It is up to us 
to digest it and take advantage of 
what the study tells us.”
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After a months-long process of col-
lecting and analyzing data from over 
500 phone interviews, the demographic 
study of Pinellas and Pasco Counties’ 
Jewish community has been completed.  

The next steps for the community are 
currently under consideration by syna-
gogues and agencies, and the board of 
the Jewish Federation of Pinellas and 
Pasco Counties has now brought focus 
to the areas that the community service 
organization will emphasize in the next 
three to five years.

Five areas of concentration emerged 
from the three-hour session: Israel, Jew-
ish culture, demographics, children and 
education, and public relations. Draw-
ing from multiple findings of the study, 
each of these areas was further explored 
in terms of goals and future success. 

In the early part of 2018, Federation 
leadership will craft a more specific and 
time-delineated strategic plan encom-
passing these areas with benchmarks for 
success.

Israel
As a theme, the community’s connec-

tion with Israel will deepen and expand, 
with particular efforts to enhance the ef-
fectiveness of advocacy and people-to-
people work. This includes bolstering 
the current work of the Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council and continu-
ing relationships with the Partnership 
2Gether region and schlichot program. 
Additional expansion to engage with lo-
cal Israelis and offer even more in Israel 
program scholarships are also on the 
list.

Steve Schwersky, co-host of the Sun-
day Simcha radio show and co-chair of 
the JCRC, said he looks forward to do-
ing more to connect the community with 
Israel, including helping to lead a musi-
cal mission to Israel later this year. 

Schwersky added that the JCRC aims 
to help the Federation and community 
“reach new heights in creating and fund-
ing programs to help not only the Jew-
ish community and Israel, but the gen-
eral communities of Pasco and Pinellas 
Counties.

Children and education
Several resounding findings from the 

study highlighted the need to continue to 
expand educational and identity-build-
ing programs for children (like the Jew-
ish Community Camp and PJ Library) 
as well as adults. The educational needs 
of adults and older children will be one 
of the key areas of focus in the Federa-
tion’s strategic planning, with interest in 

developing a formal educational initia-
tive serving the entire community.

Jewish culture
Bridging from education, the group 

also defined “Jewish culture” as an area 
of focus in the coming years, seeking to 
offer Federation-sponsored programs 
that speak to those who are intermarried 
and consider themselves “just Jewish.” 

An increase in programming that ac-
knowledges the community’s unique 
desires and demographics was of prima-
ry interest. “Very few people surveyed 
reported that they feel very much a part 
of the community, yet well over 80 per-
cent reported having engaged in some-
thing cultural or heritage-oriented in the 
last year. We see this gap as a significant 
chance for the Federation to create col-
laborative on-ramps to community in-
volvement,” said Emilie Socash, execu-
tive director of the Federation.

Demographics
Addressing the demographics of the 

community led the group through a con-
sideration of what the region’s average 
age of 62 really means. 

Having an average age far higher than 
the rest of the country requires a special 
emphasis on age-based considerations 
for programs and weaving in planned 
giving and legacy giving opportunities 
more closely, while recognizing the top 
three pockets of dense Jewish population 
(Dunedin, Lake Tarpon, and downtown 
St. Petersburg) in geographic event plan-
ning will lend focus to the Federation’s 
efforts.

Public relations
Finally, of great interest is addressing 

the findings that only 12 percent of the 
community is “very familiar” and only 
33 percent “somewhat familiar” with 
the Federation as a whole. The idea of 
public relations and awareness spawned 
thoughts on expanding readership of the 
Jewish Press and other Jewish informa-
tion sources; enhancing the Federation’s 
visibility on non-Federation and secular 
events, and measuring the effectiveness 
of marketing efforts.

Ezra Singer, Federation board mem-
ber, noted “There are significant op-
portunities for the Federation to engage 
the hundreds of Jewish families who are 
new to our town and the thousands of 
families who have no affiliation whatso-
ever. If we do this right, we can enhance 
and grow the active Jewish community 
and make this that much of a greater 
place to live.”

Federation defines focus areas 
from demographic study

Gulf Coast JFCS ponders how to reach more of the ‘Just Jewish’ crowd needing services
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Advertise in Business & Professional  Directory

for as little as $38  per issue including web.
For more information, call (727) 535-4400

POSITION WANTED

WANTED: Adults with a desire to befriend 
a Jewish youngster. As a mentor/role model 
you can greatly influence a child’s life. For 
details, call Deena Silver, Yad B’Yad Program 
Coordinator at Gulf Coast Jewish Family  & 
Community Services, (727) 450-7278.

COMMUNITY SERVICES

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

COULD YOUR CHILD USE ANOTHER 
ADULT IN THEIR LIFE? Do you have 
children between the ages 6–17 who would 
benefit from frequent interaction with another 
Jewish adult/mentor? Call the Yad B’ Yad 
Program Coordinator at Gulf Coast Jewish 
Family & Community Services, Deena Silver, 
at (727) 450-7278, for more information.

CLASSIFIEDS ADS
The Jewish Press accepts only pre-paid classified  
advertising. The paper accepts no responsibility for 
services and merchandise advertised, nor screens 
advertisers. All ads must be submitted in writing. 
Mail to PO Box 6970, Clearwater, FL 33758; fax (727) 
530-3039 or e-mail: jewishpress@aol.com  Rates: 
$10 for 15 words, 10¢ each additional word. 

Residential Real Estate Inc.

Ready to buy your condo
“on the beach” or “home”

in Pinellas County?
Call:  Marcy & Scott Daniels

Coldwell Banker Real Estate

#1 Sales Team - Clearwater & 
Clearwater Beach offices
www.marcydaniels.com

727-560-8080 or 727-480-3515

Organizations

3 Home Visits
$210 NOW $180.00

SAVINGS=$30!
Gift Certificates

Available

FL Lic.#43925

RELAX - RECUPERATE - REHABILITATE

POSITION AVAILABLE

JEWISH PRESS has OPENINGS for:
SUMMER INTERNS

College  student  with  journalism 
major  preferred.  Dut ies wi l l 
include writing assignments and 
clerical work. Paid position. Part-
time. Flexible hours. Must have 
transportation. Send resume with 
clips, if available.

Karen Dawkins, managing editor
PO Box 6970,  Clearwater, FL 33758 

email: jewishpress@aol.com.
or  call,  (727) 535-4400 or (813) 871-2332.

SERVICES

READY FOR A RELATIONSHIp? Know 
someone who is? Tampa Bay MatchMakers   
ONLY Certified Matchmaker. (813) 907-0410  
www.TampaBayMatchMakers.com.

ACCOUNTANT – SINGER CONSULTING:
Robert Singer, Accountant. Personal & 
Corporate Tax Preparation. Corporate 
Financial Statements. (813) 404-1004   
rsingertampa@aol.com.

CHILD CARE: Eastern European mature 
woman former police officer seeks Senior 
or child care position in Northern Pinel-
las County. Experienced. Light hsk/cook. 
Call  or text (727) 729-2128.

Jewish Women International
Art talk: Christine Renc-Carter, cu-

rator at the Leepa-Rattner Museum of Art, 
will speak at the next meeting of Jewish 
Women International North Pinellas on 
Tuesday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. at the Preserve, 
2010 Greenbriar Blvd., Clearwater. She will 
cover what’s new at the Leepa-Rattner Mu-
seum of Art, especially relating to the Jew-
ish experience through Abraham Rattner, 
and a potential exhibition of contemporary 
artists from Israel. She will also touch on art 
preservation. Guests are welcome. Contact 
Lynn Brodsky at lynnielmb@aol.com  or 
(727) 804-4406 for more information.

Hadassah
New officers: The St. Petersburg Chap-

ter of Hadassah recently elected officers for 
2018-19: Harriet Stein, president; Adele 
Morris, organization vice president; Marjo-
rie Friedman, membership vice president; 
Leslie Kirsner, programming, advocacy, 
Zionism and education vice president; Mi-
chele Kidwell Gilbert, programming vice 
president; Patricia Levinson and Rachel 

Dorison, fundraising co-vice presidents; 
Judith Ross, recording secretary; Laurie 
Reiskind, corresponding secretary; Diane 
Litt, IT secretary and Sheryl Feinman, 
treasurer.

Genealogical Society
Immigration research: The Jew-

ish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
will offer the second of  a two-part seminar 
titled: “The JGSTB 2018 Guide to Immigra-
tion Research: “Why You Can’t Find Your 
Bubbe’s Immigration Record” on Sunday, 
March 11 at 2 p.m. at Gulf Coast Jewish Fam-
ily & Community Services, 14041 Icot Blvd., 
Clearwater. Registration will begin at 1:30 
p.m. This seminar will enable participants to 
discover their family’s immigration records. 
The presentation will concentrate on both 
traditional and recently available internet 
resources.  Dr. Emil H. Isaacson, who will 
lead the seminar, has more than 33 years of 
experience in genealogy. The seminar is free 
to members. Cost for non-members is $25 
for individuals or $35 for a family, which 
will include an annual membership. To pre-
register for the class, for more information, 
or for directions, call Bruce Hadburg at 
(727) 796-7981.

Young Adults
#Gather offers a mix of social and interac-

tive activities designed to help young adults 
connect. It is open to young adults of all faiths 
and backgrounds. For more information or 
to RSVP for any #Gather events, visit: www.
bryanglazerfamilyjcc.com/gather or contact 
Lisa Robbins at lisa.robbins@jewishtampa.
com or (813) 769-4723.

Art night: Create a self-portrait at the 
private art studio of local artist Sara Scher 
on Monday, Feb. 26 from 7-9 p.m. The cost 
is $15 for #Gather members and $20 for 
guests (includes art materials, snacks and 
wine). This evert is limited to 14 people. No 
skill is needed. 

Wearable art: Take your rummaging 
skills to the next level at a “Junk Box Jew-
elry” event on Wednesday, March 7 from 
6-9 p.m. at the visual arts center in the Bryan 
Glazer Family JCC. Choose from a variety 
of unsuspecting items to combine, alter, fab-
ricate and recombine into wearable jewelry. 
Dig through a treasure trove of metal, parts, 
pieces, leather, hinges, springs, zippers and 
other found and recycled options to create 
your very own piece of original jewelry. 
Bring snacks and wine to share during social 
hour. The cost is $10 for members and guests. 

Job-Links
Monday Morning Links: Free ses-

sions of Monday Morning Links are offered 
at the Jack Roth Center for Career Devel-
opment at TampaBay-Job-Links, 4100 W. 
Kennedy Blvd., Suite 206, Tampa from 9:30 
- 11 a.m. On Feb. 19, the topic is “Staying 
Optimistic During Career Transition.” On 
Feb. 26 the topic is “Why the Most Quali-
fied Candidate Doesn’t Always Get the Job.” 
Monday Morning Links is supported by the 
Vinik Family Foundation.

Job-search aids: There are Success 
workshops on select Thursdays to aid with 
job-search skills. On March 1 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. the topic is “Transferring Your 
Skills and Re-Careering.” The workshops are 
free for TampaBay Job-Links full program 
participants and $15 for guests. Reservations 
required for all programs.  To RSVP, call 
(813) 344-0200, email RSVP@TBJL.org.

Support groups
Alzheimer’s caregiver group: Me-

norah Manor offers a support group meeting 
in the Samson Nursing Center at Menorah 
Manor, 255 59th St. N., St. Petersburg, on 
the first Thursday of the month from 3:30-
5 p.m. For more information, call Gwen 
Kaldenberg at (727) 302-3750.



GARMAINE PITCHON, 90, of 
Clearwater, died Jan. 29. Born in Sa-
lonika, Greece, she was a longtime 
member of Congregation Beth Shalom 
in Clearwater. A Holocaust survivor, 
she was the author of the 2016 book, 
Undaunted: The Tiger of Auschwitz. 
(David C. Gross Funeral Homes, Clear-
water Chapel)

SIDNEY ROSEN, 89, died Feb. 4. 
Born in Newark, NJ, he worked for 
many years as a school educator. (Da-
vid C. Gross Funeral Homes, Clearwa-
ter Chapel)

STACI SACHS, 45, of Clearwater, 
died Jan. 23. Previously from Provi-
dence, RI, she moved to the area in 
1979. A graduate of the University of 
Florida, she was a certified paralegal, 
active in politics, her cancer survivors 
group at Mease Hospital and also at 
Camp Living Springs. Survivors include 
her daughter and son-in-law Morgan 
and Stephen Green, Riverview; par-
ents, Paul and Elaine Sachs, Clearwa-
ter; sister Kyli Sachs. The family sug-
gests memorials to Suncoast Hospice. 
(Curlew Hills Memory Gardens)

HERBERT SOLOMON, 91, died 
Feb. 1. Born in Pittsburgh, he was a 
United States Navy veteran. A newspa-
per publisher for many years, he was 
founder and publisher of South Nassau 
and Queens Pennysaver for more than 
30 years, and gave generously to many 
cultural institutions. Survivors include 
his wife Helene; children Laura Solo-
mon and Fran Wiggins, son-in-law Ken; 
and one grandson. (David C. Gross Fu-
neral Homes, St. Petersburg Chapel)

PETER SUDARSKY, 88, of New 
York, NY, died Jan. 27. He recently 

moved to the area. Born in Hartford, 
CT, he attended the Forman School 
in Litchfield and then University of 
Connecticut, where he wrote songs 
for musical theater and the football 
team. A United States Navy veteran of 
the Korean War, he was stationed in 
Guantanamo. He was a reporter for the 
Hartford Courant and then entered the 
corporate world at the Superior Steel 
Ball Company and later Lydall, Inc. 
where he served on the board of direc-
tors. He also served on the board of the 
Hartford Ballet. After directing his first 
film A Child is a Wild Young Thing, he 
moved to New York to pursue real es-
tate and vaccine development, swim-
suit design and ping-pong. Survivors 
include his wife Roseanne DeMarco 
Sudarsky; his children: Julie Sudarsky 
and Marty Gross, Long Beach, NY, Dr. 
Laura Sudarsky and Cory Belschner, 
Fort Lauderdale, Dr. Jennifer Sudar-
sky, Los Angeles, CA, Noah Sudarsky 
and Lily Alexander, Berkeley, CA; and 
six grandchildren. The family suggests 
memorials to the Forman School or to 
Elizabeth Park Conservancy in West 
Hartford. (David C. Gross Funeral 
Homes, Clearwater Chapel)
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1750 Curlew Road • Palm Harbor • 727.789.2000
CurlewHills.com • CurlewHillsPetCemetery.com

Jewish Press
obituary policy

Obituaries are published as a 
public service at no charge in the 
Jewish Press of Pinellas County  
based on information supplied 
by the family to the funeral home.  
However, the information con-
tained in the free obituary is at the 
discretion of the Jewish Press. 
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A Sacred Trust

Michael, Mandi, David, Pati and Steven Gross

DaviD C. Gross
Funeral Homes

        6366 Central Avenue
       St. Petersburg Fl 33707

(727) 381-4911
Reform   Conservative   Orthodox

Generation to Generation, 
our reputation for superior service and 
fair pricing has made us the area’s most 
often chosen Jewish funeral provider.

THe JewisH Funeral Homes oF Pinellas & Pasco counTies
830 N. Belcher Road
Clearwater, Fl 33765

Michael, Mandi, David, Pati and Steven Gross

Obituaries

• Community sponsored non-profit 
• Beautifully kept grounds 
• Professional, courteous staff
• Family estate lots available

12905 Wild Acres Rd. Largo, FL 33773
(727) 531-0475 • www.chapelhillmemprk.org

Serving the Pinellas County Jewish Community since 1968

The Jewish Burial Society of Pinellas County Inc. dba Chapel Hill Memorial
Park is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation licensed by the State of Florida

• Hand washing station
• Rock bins available
• Waterfront family estates
• Better pricing than competitors

• 20 new crepe myrtles provided by Jewish Federation grant

By GABE FRIEDMAN
JTA news service
Jewish fans don’t have quite as 

many standout athletes to cheer 
for at the 2018 Winter Olympics in 
South Korea as they did in 2016, 
when multiple American mem-
bers of the tribe won medals at the 
Summer Games in Rio de Janeiro. 
But there are several compelling 
Jewish stories.

Israel sends its largest 
team ever
Before this year, the largest Is-

raeli delegation at a Winter Olym-
pics was five. That shouldn’t sound 
too surprising, given that over 60 
percent of the country’s landscape 
is desert, and it isn’t the best place 
for winter sports training.

This year, however, the record 
will double.

Seven of Israel’s 10 representa-
tives will compete in figure skat-
ing. That group is anchored by 
Alexei Bychenko, who in 2016 be-
came the first skater to earn a med-
al for Israel at a European Cham-
pionships event. Bychenko, 29, 
who skated for Ukraine until 2009 
and has been ranked as one of the 
top 10 male skaters in the world, is 
likely Israel’s best chance to win a 
medal (and like U.S. Jewish gym-
nast Aly Raisman, Bychenko has 
been known to perform to “Hava 
Nagila”).

The Jewish state is sending 
another kind of skater, too – the 
faster kind. Vladislav Bykanov, 
who won a bronze medal earlier 
this month at the European Cham-
pionships, will compete in speed 
skating. Itamar Biran, a 19-year-
old born in London, will represent 
Israel in alpine skiing.

This American never dreamed
she’d skate for Israel
Paige Conners is having her 

Olympic dream come true in about 
the last way she expected.

According to 13WHAM, the 
ABC affiliate in Rochester, NY, 
the 17-year-old Conners was ill 
when she was supposed to try out 
for the U.S. figure skating team. 
With her hopes of competing in 
peril, her mother, who has Israeli 
citizenship, pointed out another 

opportunity: skating for the Israeli 
team.

Conners jumped at the opportu-
nity, but Israel offered her a spot 
only if she competed in the pairs 
competition. She had never tried 
it before and figured she never 
would. But she quickly connect-
ed with Evgeni Krasnopolski, a 
29-year-old pairs veteran, and 
in barely six months after Con-
ners adopted the new style, the 
duo performed well enough at the 
Olympic qualifiers in September 
to make the cut.

“No one really believes it,” she 
told 13WHAM.

Israel’s first skeleton Olympian 
A few years ago, A.J. Edelman 

was an MIT graduate who worked 
as a product manager for Oracle. 
Now the Brookline, MA, native 
will get a chance to make his-
tory for Israel as he becomes the 
country’s first skeleton Olympian, 
steering a flimsy sled down the 
track at the Pyeongchang Sliding 
Center.

“I want to challenge the percep-
tion of what Jews and Israelis can 
do in sports,” he told the Forward.

He is also clearly a fan of the 
comedy film The Hebrew Hammer, 
since he goes by the protagonist’s 
nickname. While his teammates 
and friends love it, his mother ap-
parently doesn’t.

A former NHL player to play 
for the U.S.
Jonathon Blum probably longs 

for the time he spent playing in 
the NHL. These days, the Jew-
ish 29-year-old plays for a team 
in Vladivostok, Russia – a city so 
remote that flights of six hours or 
more are required to play 24 of its 
26 opponents. It is closer to Alaska 
than it is to St. Petersburg.

Blum, a former first-round NHL 
draft pick, played for the Nashville 
Predators from 2010 to 2012, again 
in 2012-13, and for the Minnesota 
Wild for stints in the 2013-14 and 
2014-15 seasons. Those cities are 
just a little closer to where he grew 
up in Southern California.

This year, the NHL decided that 
it would not let its players par-
ticipate in the Olympics to protect 

Winter Olympics 2018: 
Jewish storylines to watch

Photo by Frederick Breedon/Getty Images

Jonathon Blum playing for the 
Nashville Predators in 2013.

Paige Conners 
skating 

with Evgeni 
Krasnopolski 
in Oberstdorf, 
Germany, last 

September.

Photo by Adam Pretty/Bongarts/Getty Images

A.J. Edelman of Israel competing at 
the IBSF World Championships in 
Innsbruck, Austria in  2016.

Photo by Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

Jason Brown competing at the U.S. Figure 
Skating Championships in San Jose, CA in 
January.

them from injuries. That opened 
the door for non-NHL players like 
Blum, a 6-foot-2 defenseman who 
has played on the U.S. team be-
fore, to represent his native coun-
try in South Korea.

Israel isn’t the only country
 sending Jewish skaters.
On the U.S. squad, look out for 

Jason Brown if he gets a chance to 
skate. After a disappointing perfor-
mance at the U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships this month, Brown 
is the U.S. team’s first alternate. 
But on the ice, the 23-year-old is 
known for skating to music from 
Riverdance and Hamilton.

And who would have thought 
that a certified Krav Maga instruc-
tor would skate for Canada and not 
Israel? Dylan Moscovitch helped 
Canada win a team silver medal in 
Sochi four years ago, and he’s back 
competing in the pairs contest with 
partner Liubov Ilyuschechkina.
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T he Experience makes you say “O”
• 6661 Central Avenue • 

• 727.381.1212 •

Your Neighborhood Restaurant
& Martini Bar

T he Experience makes you say “O”T he Experience makes you say “O”T he Experience makes you say “O”

Your Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood Restaurant

T he Experience makes you say “O”

• Critically acclaimed chef

• Creative new American cuisine with a

   Mediterranean flair

• Casually elegant ambiance

• Extensive selection of fine wines & spirits

• Outdoor sidewalk café dining

• “O to Go” gourmet carryout

• Upscale martini bar

• Champagne Sunday brunch

• Wine dinners & monthly Chef table

• Private dining room available (seats 50)

Visit us on both sides of the Bay

Shipping and
Gift Wrapping Available

Hyde Park Village St. Petersburg
1619 W Snow Circle
Tampa, FL 33606

813.831.2111

Shabbat Candlesticks Hamsa Necklace

300 Beach Drive NE
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

727.894.2111

www.shapirogallery.com
You can also shop online!

5799 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach

BREAKFAST
Served til noon • 1pm weekends

LUNCH • DINNER
EARLY BIRD 4-6pm

BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS

OPEN 7 DAYS: 7am - 11pm
Including All Holidays

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

HUGE NY STYLE MENU
Pizza • Seafood • Chicken • Veal
Sandwiches • Greek Specialties

727.360.1029 
skiddersrestaurant.com

MARCH 7 ~ APRIL 1

To enter: 
Go to www.JEWISHPRESSPINELLAS.com

ONLY online submissions will be accepted. Deadline for receiving entries is March 1.
One submission per day allowed. 

Jewish Press Online Ticket ContestJewish Press Online Ticket Contest
Win2Tickets

at American Stage
THE WINNER WILL BE CHOSEN FROM THOSE CORRECTLY

ANSWERING THE FOLLOWING:
On Purim we read the Scroll of Esther.

What is the Hebrew word for Scroll?

TO SEE

The William and Sally Israel Food Pantry is 
nearly empty and Gulf Coast Jewish Family 
& Community Services is looking to the com-
munity to restock the shelves.

Gulf Coast’s semi-annual food drive, Op-
eration Afikomen, gets under way next month, 
ending on the night of the First Seder, March 30. 

When the pantry is very low, as it is now, the 
program relies on donated food to help those in 
need to get adequate nourishment.

“Our clients rely on the food pantry to help 
feed their families and fill in the gap area 
between paychecks and food assistance pro-
grams,” said GCJFS Family Support Coordi-
nator Gail Allen. “We have had an increase in 
clients with food insecurity and with cutbacks 
in food stamp programs, keeping the pantry 
stocked is a challenge.” 

The food pantry is available to all clients in 
Gulf Coast’s programs. 

Non-perishable items most needed include: 
canned fruits; canned fish such as tuna and 
salmon; canned meats such as chicken; hearty 
soups; peanut butter and jelly; pasta and rice; 
tomato sauce; canned vegetables; cereal; pow-
dered milk; boxed juices; and sugar-free and 
low-sodium items.  Of course, cash and gift 
cards are always welcome.

Donations can be dropped off at Gulf Coast 
Jewish Family & Community Services, 14041 
Icot Blvd., Clearwater.

Besides donated food items, Gulf Coast seeks 
cash donations, so the food pantry can purchase 
additional food from Feeding Tampa Bay. As 
part of its Chicken for Shabbat program, 

Gulf Coast is also accepting cash dona-
tions that can be used to purchase gift cards 
to help families buy perishable food items at 
the grocery store and fuel cards to help with 
transportation. 

For more information, contact Gail Allen, 
JFS/Family Support Coordinator, at (727) 479-
1806 or email gail.allen@gcjfcs.org. 

Food bank cupboards 
almost bare, seeks 
help to restock

Gail Allen stands in front of nearly empty food bank 
shelves.

Open:  Mon- Thurs 11 am - 10 pm   Fri - Sat 11 am - 11 pm   Sun 4 pm - 10 pm

211 2nd St. S. • St. Pete • gratzzigrille.com
Call now to reserve: 727.623.9037

New Early Dinner  Special 
$15 per person   4 pm - 5:30 pm everyday

includes soup or salad, choice of entree, and dessert.
House wine, beer, well drinks – all $3.50

More than 200 women from throughout Pinellas and 
Pasco counties are expected to turn out for the 20th annual 
Community Seder on Tuesday evening, March 13, at Con-
gregation Beth Shalom, 1325 S. Belcher Road, Clearwater. 

This year’s theme is “What it means to say, ‘I am a Jew’” 
and the program will reference personal reflections inspired 
by the last words of Daniel Pearl from the book I am Jew-
ish edited by Judea and Ruth Pearl, Daniel Pearl’s parents.  
Daniel Pearl was a reporter for the Wall Street Journal with 
dual American and Israeli citizenship. He was kidnapped 
and beheaded by terrorists, but before he was murdered, his 
final words were, “I am a Jew.”

The list of participants for the program is not firmed up 
yet, but organizers are seeking multi-generational family 
members, such as a mother and daughter, or grandmother 
and granddaughter to read short passages from the book and 
discuss how the passages resonate with them. Later, dur-
ing the seder meal, those attending will be asked to discuss 
with one another how they reacted to the multi-generational 
readings.

The leaders of the program come from various congrega-
tions in the community: Rabbi Danielle Upbin from Con-
gregation Beth Shalom, Cantorial Soloist Laura Berkson 
from Temple B’nai Israel in Clearwater and guitarist Eve 
Alman-Goldstein from Temple Ahavat Shalom in Palm Har-
bor. Violinist Rebecca Zapen of St. Petersburg and Cantorial 
Soloist Lily Lucey, who will be traveling from New Jersey, 
will also participate. 

The program will feature a specially prepared Women’s 
Community Seder Haggadah which includes readings and 
poems highlighting women’s contributions throughout the 
generations to their faith and culture. As a shout-out to the 
cultural diversity of Judaism, both an Ashkenazi and Sep-
hardic charoset will be offered during the Seder. The meal 
will be vegetarian and wine will also be served.

The sponsors of the Women’s Seder are Menorah Manor, 
Lylah and North Pinellas chapters of Hadassah, Hadassah-
St Petersburg, Jewish Women International and the Sister-
hoods of Congregation Beth Shalom, Temple B’nai Israel, 
Temple Ahavat Shalom and Congregation B’nai Israel in St 
Petersburg.  

The program began in 1998 and has grown from 50 at-
tendees to almost 250. In 2005, the annual Community 
Women’s Seder was the recipient of the Jewish Federation’s 
Yitzhak Rabin award for Program of Distinction. 

This program sells out fast so make reservations quickly. 
Cost is $26 prior to Feb. 28 and $30 after that date. Call 
Congregation Beth Shalom at (727) 531-1418 for a reserva-
tion form.

20th annual Women’s Seder 
set for March 13 at Beth Shalom

Construction begins on Western Wall 
section for egalitarian prayer

JERUSALEM   (JTA) — Construction has begun to up-
grade the section set aside for egalitarian prayer at the Western 
Wall.  The work, which has a budget of more than $7 million, 
comes more than a year after a more comprehensive plan was 
approved, and more than half a year after the plan was frozen.

In June, the Cabinet suspended the 2016 deal negotiated 
with the Reform and Conservative movements, the Women 
of the Wall, the Jewish Agency for Israel and the Israeli 
government. The suspension came after the government’s 
haredi Orthodox coalition partners pressured Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to scrap the agreement.  

The original plan included a common entrance to the 
Western Wall plaza for all three sections and a public board 
to oversee the egalitarian prayer space that would include 
representatives of the non-Orthodox movements and Women 
of the Wall. 
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www.MenorahManor.org
240 59th Street North, St. Petersburg FL 33710

AL#10306

• Personalized Support
• Respite Stays Available

• Large Private Apartments
• Life Enriching Programs

WINTER SPECIAL!
$2,500 Community Entrance Fee Waived

AND
$500 OFF Monthly Rental for 1st 6 Months

OFFER EXPIRES FEBRUARY 28, 2018

Call 727.302.3800 to schedule a tour
and ask about a free 2 night trial!

 Street North, St. Petersburg FL 33710

By RABBI DAVID WEIZMAN
Cong. Beth Shalom, Clearwater

On the road up to the mountain city of 
Quetzaltenango, our bus stopped at an idyl-
lic rest stop where they served us, a cohort 
of 13 American rabbis, locally grown Gua-
temalan coffee. 

I found there an artist from whom I bought 
a painting of a pair of tropical birds, and just 
as I was finishing the transaction, our guide 
and local liaison for the American Jewish 
World Service, Megan Thomas, walked by 
and offered the story of how this Quetzal 
bird got its red breast feathers. The Quetzal 
bird, after which the city is named, as well 
as the national currency, used to fly in great 
numbers throughout the forests. The legend 
is emblematic of the story of the indigenous 
people of Guatemala.

In the year 1524, there came from Spain 
a warrior named Pedro de Alvarado and he 
marched with his army into Guatemala. Al-
varado found the Mayan world filled with 
many riches, but he had only come to take 
their gold. It came to pass that Alvarado 
battled the Maya chief Tecun Uman by him-
self. When Alvarado’s lance cut through 
the chief’s heart, the quetzal fell upon his 
prince, it’s emerald green feathery breast 
drenched in Uman’s blood. In the morning, 
the quetzal rose and flew up off of Uman’s 
body. It’s beautiful green chest feathers had 
turned crimson, and from that moment on, 
the chest feathers of the quetzals have been 
the color of blood. 

At the Museaum of National Memory in 
Guatemala City, we reviewed how the Ma-
yan Kingdom had been populated by 70 mil-
lion people, but after the Spanish Invasion, 
only 3 million were left. When Guatemala 
claimed its independence from Spain in 
1821, the people continued to suffer under a 
series of ruthless dictatorships, until the first 
free elections were held in 1944. But the 
country enjoyed only one decade of demo-
cratic governance until a U.S. sponsored 
coup overthrew the government to protect 
the interests of the United Fruit Company. 
As a result of the coup, the country plunged 
into an armed conflict that spanned from 
1960-1996, during which, the military dic-
tatorships, with U.S support, carried out the 
systematic extermination of entire villages 
of the indigenous non-combatant Mayan 
people. A peace was signed finally in 1996, 
but the wounds of that conflict are still open. 

One afternoon our group, Global Justice 
Fellows, met for lunch in Antigua, once the 
capital of the Mayan kingdom, and now 
somewhat of a tourist stop. We sat in the 
open-air section under a canopy of bloom-
ing vines, with the sound of falling water in 
the background. After the meal, we were in-
troduced to Edward Canil, who will become 
the next liaison for AJWS in Guatemala. 
With tears in his eyes, he told us the story 
of his family, what happened to them when 
they fled from their village into the forest. 
He spoke Spanish, pausing to gather him-
self, and we listened through our interpret-
ers to this story of a massacre, told in detail 
through the eyes of a 6-year-old child.

“After the shooting stopped, I came out 
from my hiding place. I didn’t even know 
what dead meant. I kept shaking my mother 
and my sisters, saying, get up, we have to 
get out of here.” Edwin’s father and brother 
had been apart from the rest, looking for a 
safer place for the family, and managed to 
survive as well. They were united a day later. 
Because their village had been burnt to the 
ground and all of their animals slaughtered, 
they fled, along with many others across the 
swamps to a refugee camp in Mexico where 
he lived for the next 12 years. There were 
approximately 200,000 casualties during 
the armed conflict, most of them indigenous 
Mayan, and over 1 million people displaced 
from their land.

You might imagine what kind of stereo-
types would be associated with a group of 
Americans traveling in Guatemala in Janu-
ary, only a few days after their president 
characterized countries like this, in less than 
favorable terms. In fact, one of the Mayan 
women remarked at the end of a session, “It 

was nice to see that not all Americans are 
the same.” 

These women had traveled for two days to 
meet with us. Grantees of AJWS, they were 
working for the inclusion of women’s voices 
in civic governance. The example that they 
offered us was this: Their community was 
allotted a minimum budget for maintenance 
and development. The city council allowed 
one woman to sit on the board, but she could 
not be an officer. This woman proposed us-
ing the money to build a water system so 
that a pipe could bring water to the center 
of their village, if not their own homes. The 
men on the council decided to use the mon-
ey to make a baseball field instead. So as 
it still stands, the women continue to spend 
hours carrying water vessels on their heads, 
from the source to their homes. 

The mission of AJWS is to address the 
root causes that inhibit growth and advance-
ment in the developing world. We know 
from experience what kind of contributions 
women have made to western society and 
what factors have enabled that. These Ma-
yan women from Neuvo Horizonte spoke 
openly about the demands that large fami-
lies have which keep women out of the work 
force, of early marriage that prevents higher 
education, of social norms that subjugate 
women like the example given above. The 
integration of more women outside the home 
can be a benefit to the whole society. Neuvo 
Horizonte, (New Horizons), is a group of 21 
communities working to advance the politi-
cal participation of women on various levels 
of government. 

One of the ways that our Constitution 
ensures the honesty and efficiency of our 
government in the U.S. is through the trans-
parency that is offered by the freedom of 
the press. Our group had the opportunity to 
meet with members of Prensa Comunitaria, 
the Community Press, on several occasions, 
a news source whose journalists suffer from 
false criminalization. In fact, the Interna-
tional Federation of Journalists reported six 
targeted killings of journalists in Guatemala 
in 2016, second only to Mexico in Central 
America.

 We met Norma, who was taking photos 
with her phone of a river that was being 
dammed for hydro electric power without 
the consultation of the local residents, when 
she was arrested, beaten, blindfolded and 
put in jail in solitary confinement. She had 
no way to contact anyone, and didn’t know 
where she was being held. Fortunately, for 
Norma, her co-workers were able to locate 
her, and with the help of another AJWS 
grantee which advocates for the security of 
human rights defenders throughout Central 
America, she was freed, and continues her 
journalism. We met another journalist later 
who had a warrant out for his arrest for writ-
ing about the same subject: Land grabbing 
by foreign companies.  

When we met with the U.S. Ambassador 
to Guatemala, Luis Arreaga, at the U.S. Em-
bassy, we were accompanied by two other 
members of Prensa Comunitaria. After 
hearing the presentation of their work and 
their challenges, Arreaga said he had been 
reading their articles online, but did not 
know who they were. Now that connection 
was made, the embassy was in a better po-
sition to advocate for their protection. “Al-
though I am a U.S. citizen,” he said, “I was 
born in Guatemala, and I want to see a better 

Rabbi David Weizman gets a warm greeting from 
a member of a midwives group in Guatemala.

 Megan Thomas of AJWS listens as Edwin Cavil, right, shares painful 
memories of his mother and sister being killed during a raid on his village 
during a period when Mayans were being systematically exterminated.

Rabbi Weizman lights candles during a Mayan 
ritual with Nuevo Horizonte, a group seeking to 
involve more women in government.

life for the people here.”  
We asked Arreaga if there was any mes-

sage that we could convey to our represen-
tatives when we visit Capitol Hill later this 
month. “Yes there is,” he said. “We need to 
abolish the corruption in government here 
that plagues the country of Guatemala. And 
we need to continue the kind of foreign aid 
that will help people make a living in their 
country of origin, so they will not need to 
migrate.” 

Since my return from Guatemala, most 
people ask me this opening question: How 
was your trip? A difficult question to answer 
in 10 words or less. So I have come up with 
two words: Humbling, and inspiring. 

Humbling to realize, by way of contrast, 
what freedoms and opportunity I enjoy in 
the USA.  

Inspiring to see the resilience of a people 
who have suffered, the devotion to their 
people and their land, and the patriotic spirit 
that drives them to make their country a bet-
ter home for all of its inhabitants. Inspired as 
well, to feel that way about my own country. 

I will add one more word: educational. 
Maimonides taught us that it is better to 
teach a man to fish than to give him a fish. 
This is the work that AJWS does in 19 dif-
ferent countries around the world; it helps 

people who are helping themselves. It was 
an honor to witness that holy work, and to 
see firsthand, how they accomplish their 
mission.
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FIRST PERSON
Rabbi humbled, inspired, educated during mission
to Guatemala with American Jewish World Service
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on display FEBRUARY 10 – JULY 15

55 Fifth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727.820.0100 • www.TheFHM.org 

Discover 
the secret
history

The Nazi responsible for transporting millions of innocent people to death camps 
mysteriously disappeared after World War II. Photographs, film and recently declassified 

espionage artifacts reveal the truth about his daring capture and historic 1961 trial.

is a co-production of the Mossad — Israeli Secret Intelligence Service;
Beit Hatfutsot — The Museum of the Jewish People, Tel Aviv;
and the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage, Cleveland, Ohio

NOW AT  
THE FLORIDA  

HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

A Jewish Press report
Last year organizers expected a turnout 

in the hundreds for the first ever Tampa Bay 
Jewish Food Festival at Temple B’nai Israel 
in Clearwater, but a couple thousand showed 
up and some food items were sold out before 
noon.

“We have increased all the food amounts, 
so we hope for enough to feed about 4,000 
this year,” said Barbara Bloom, temple 
coordinator for the event, which will take 
place on Sunday, Feb. 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the temple, 1685 S. Belcher Road.  
The Jewish Federation of Pinellas & Pasco 
Counties provided a grant to help boost this 
year’s food fest.

Not only will there be more food, the list 
of foods offered has grown. In addition to 
the crowd favorite from last year – pastrami 
and corned beef sandwiches from Carnegie 
Deli in New York – the fare will include 
homemade matzoh ball soup, chopped 
liver, stuffed cabbage, latkes, bagels with the 
works, kugel, hamantaschen and a variety of 
other baked goodies.  Sour pickles on a stick, 

one of the first items to sell out last year, will 
again be offered. 

There will also be kosher hot dogs served 
from a hot dog cart on loan from Joel and 
Ellen Goetz, owners of Jo-El’s Delicates-
sen and Marketplace in St. Petersburg, plus 
falafel made in partnership with the temple 
and Mana Mana restaurant in Clearwater. A 
nosh-to-go booth will also be set up for those 
who want to grab take-out food.

Cost for food starts at $2 for a whole pickle 
to $15 for a corned beef platter that includes 
an oversized sandwich on rye, cole slaw and 
pickle.

“Using food as the excuse, it is our hope 
to create a greater feeling of a Jewish com-
munity in the Tampa Bay area,” said Sharon 
Finkelstein, Festival chairperson. “But at the 
same time, we also hope to reach out to our 
non-Jewish neighbors to learn and be a part 
of this celebration of our culture.”

Those attending are asked to bring a can 
of food for local food pantries.

Among the expanded offerings will be 
a tented beverage garden that will include 

wine and beer tastings. Entertainment will 
be provided by a harmonica group and 
the Chai Notes klezmer band. The Sunday 
Simcha show on WMNF-FM radio will also 
broadcast live from the event.

Triple the number of vendors from last 
year are expected plus more Jewish organi-
zations have signed up for booths including 
Hillel Academy in Tampa, Jewish Women 
International, Gulf Coast Jewish Family & 
Community Services, Hadassah, Tampa Bay 
Jewish Genealogy Society, the Jewish Press, 
and the Community Women’s Seder. 

In the Kid’s Zone, there will be a Kona 
ice truck, a boutique cotton candy vendor, 
face painting, balloons, and bounce houses. 
Children are also invited to dress in costumes 
for Purim and prizes will be awarded for the 
best costumes.

More tents will be set up for the comfort 
of patrons and vendors. 

Making it all come together are 200 volun-
teers, some of whom have been working on 
the 2018 Food Festival almost since the day 
the 2017 event ended.  

One problem the organizers ran into last 
year and hope to have resolved this year is 
parking. 

Hope Presbyterian Church and St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, both across the street 
from temple, will once again be available for 
parking with police stationed to safely escort 
festival goers across Belcher Road.

In addition, this year remote parking lots 
with shuttle service will be offered from Oak 
Grove Middle School, 1370 S. Belcher Road, 
and St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, 
1955 S. Belcher Road. 

Two senior communities, The Preserve 
in Clearwater (formerly Inn on the Pond) 
and the Palms of Largo, have donated use 
of their buses and the temple has hired the 
Jolly Trolley to shuttle festival goers from 
the remote parking lots. The temple park-
ing lot will only be available for those with 
handicap permits. 

The food festival will occur rain or shine 
and there is no admission fee; food prices 
are posted on the event website, www.tam-
pabayjewishfoodfest.com. 

Food Festival returns to satisfy the craving for authentic Jewish cuisine

What’s the newest item on the 
University of South Florida Hillel 
menu? Homemade ice cream.

It is the latest addition to the 
kosher kitchen that opened last 
year when USF Hillel expanded its 
facilities. A commercial ice cream 
maker, donated to Hillel, resulted 
in the new treat: the USF Hillel Ice 
Cream Parlor. 

Like other ice cream shops, this 
one serves delicious, homemade 
ice cream. Unlike other ice cream 
shops, USF Hillel’s ice cream is 
free to any student who attends a 
fun, social and welcoming weekly 
event at the Morris and Bertha 
Escoll Center for Jewish Campus 
Life.  

And the cherry on top, at the 
event, the general USF student pop-
ulation learns about the wonders 
of Israel at a time when anti-Israel 
sentiment is out-front on college 
campuses throughout the country.  

Rabbi Ed Rosenthal, Suncoast 
Hillels’ executive director and a 
self-proclaimed ice cream fanatic, 
explained how the idea for the Hill-
el Ice Cream Parlor was conceived.

“One of our donors offered to 
underwrite a commercial ice cream 
maker as part of our USF Hillel 
Kitchen Registry,” said Rosenthal. 
“Not only was I extremely excited 
about the prospect of having our 
own homemade Hillel ice cream 
on campus, but I also realized that 
this would be a really creative and 
unique way to reach the 80 percent 
of USF students who don’t know or 
care about Israel, Jews or Hillel be-
yond what they see in The Oracle, 
USF’s weekly newspaper.” 

 But that changes when students 
come to one of the weekly ice 
cream parlor programs. “They’re 
greeted by Hillel students and 
staff, they see photos and videos 
of Israel on a high-definition moni-
tor, they hear contemporary Israeli 
musicand read large banners about 
Israeli innovations and contribu-
tions to the world,” said Rosenthal. 
“They talk with USF Hillel students 
about Israel on a positive, one-on-
one basis, which is what I hoped 
would happen with this program.”

While the ice cream is free, in the 
spirit of tikkun olam (repairing the 
world,) students who come to the 
Ice Cream Parlor are encouraged 
to make a small donation to one 
of three charitable organizations: 
the Humane Society, the American 
Diabetes Association or the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society. 
This request is meant to teach 
students about the Jewish values 
of philanthropy and giving back to 
make the world a better place. 

Since the USF Hillel Ice Cream 
Parlor opened in the fall, several 
hundred students have already tak-
en part in the tasty weekly events. 

Offering a variety of custom 
flavors that change weekly, Ice 
Cream Parlor nights have attracted 
different groups and organizations 
including: the Religious and Spiri-
tual Life (RSL) Interfaith Leader-
ship Council, multiple USF Medi-
cal School Student Association 
groups; the USF Campus-Wide 
Relay for Life Committee; and the 
USF World Study Abroad program. 
More student organizations are al-
ready on the schedule for future Ice 
Cream Parlor nights in the spring 
semester.

USF Hillel has also recently cre-
ated a 36-flavors campaign, giving 
donors in the community an op-
portunity to design his or her own 
custom flavor, name it and become 
a part of this unique Israel educa-
tion program. 

For a donation of $250, the 
donor’s custom creation will be 
a featured Flavor of the Month at 
four weekly USF Hillel Ice Cream 
Parlors, and the donor will also 
receive two complimentary quarts 
of his or her ice cream. 

The weekly USF Hillel Ice 
Cream Parlor is funded, in part, by 
a Hinenu mini-grant from Hillel In-
ternational, the parent organization 
of Hillels of the Florida Suncoast.

For questions or additional 
information about the USF Hillel 
Ice Cream Parlor or Hillel’s new 
36-Flavors program, call Linda 
Wolf, Suncoast Hillels’ assistant 
director, at (813) 899-2788 or email 
shalom@suncoasthillels.org. 

USF Hillel creates tasty (and free) way 
to enlighten students about Israel

USF 
students 
sampling 
free 
homemde 
ice cream.
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