
By BOB FRYER
Jewish Press

Less than 6 months ago, Tampa 
Bay Lightning owner Jeff Vinik 
spoke at an event showcasing eight 
Israeli startup tech companies that 
were seeking U.S. investors. He told 
a crowd of about 350 at the Bryan 
Glazer Family JCC that, “We have 
to let it be known that Tampa and the 
Tampa Bay area is open for business 
in the innovation space.”

He added, “Tampa is one of the 
country’s best kept secrets. We need 
to change that.”

As the companies made their 
pitch at that meeting, one appar-
ently stood out for Vinik – a com-
pany called StemRad that makes 
radiation protective wear for use by 

nuclear power plant workers in the 
event of a meltdown, first respond-
ers, military personnel in the event 
a nuclear radiation event and even 
astronauts.

Vinik met with the company 
founder and CEO, Oren Milstein, 
after the June 22 event, and began 
looking harder at the company.

Recently, he put his words at the 
JCC meeting into action by becom-
ing the lead in a small group of 
Tampa investors that chipped in $6 
million for a stake in StemRad.  

The investors include Tampa ra-
diologist Dr. Bruce Zwiebel, who 
is advising the company on devel-
opment of a lightweight radiation 
shield for use in the medical field.
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By BOB FRYER
Jewish Press

When Rabbi Josh Hearshen and six con-
gregants of Congregation Rodeph Sholom 
in Tampa made a recent trip to deliver aid 
to the victims of Hurricane Maria in Puerto 
Rico, they were struck by the spirit of the 
people there, as well as how long the recov-
ery process is likely to take.

“It is not a matter of months, but more 

of years or maybe decades before they are 
back to normal,” Rabbi Hearshen said.

Puerto Rico was devastated when the 
island was struck by Maria on Sept. 20 as 
a strong Category 4 storm. The group from 
Rodeph Sholom visited more than two 
months later, from Nov. 26-29, delivering 
assistance near the capital, San Juan.  Along 
with the rabbi, those on the mission were 
Vanessa Cohn, Michael Edgerley, Michael 

Leeds, David Magness, Michael Sinnreich 
and Lynne Winderbaum. 

The volunteers not only delivered es-
sential items for families at Catholic and 
Jewish facilities, but also repaired homes, 
made friends and took time to buy shoes 
and toys for some children in need.

As the group flew in they could not see 
a single house without a blue tarp on it, 

Tampa Jews deliver aid, love, hope to Puerto Rico

“We cannot sit around in Tampa or wherever
we are and wait for others to help; it is our
job and our responsibility to be the help.’’ 

Rabbi Josh Hearshen

PUERTO RICO continued on PAGE 16

Vinik’s newest investment is Rad

Smiling for the cameras 
in Tel Aviv, Florida Gov. 
Rick Scott, center, with 
Oren Milstein, founder 

and CEO of StemRad 
Ltd., left, and Jack Ross 
of Tampa, vice president 
of the company’s North 

American operations, at 
an event to recognize 

the success of the first 
cohort of Israeli startups 

taken under the wing 
of  the  Florida Israel 
Business Accelerator 
(FIBA), the brainchild 

of the Tampa JCCs and 
Federation.

Join our page @ www.facebook.com/jfed.pinellas

Meet Barry Kanner,
Did you know?

 local attorney and Menorah Manor’s Chairman 
of the Board will be the recipient of this year’s 

Cardozo Society Award on February 8, 2018 for 
over a decade of service to the senior living 
community.

In 1932, President Herbert Hoover appointed 
Benjamin Nathan Cardozo to the Supreme Court 
of the United States. Cardozo was the second 
Jew, after Louis D. Brandeis, to serve on the 
nation’s highest court.

Since July 1, 2017 
we have raised

$844,365 
toward our goal.

The Jewish Federation
OF PINELLAS & PASCO COUNTIES, FLwww.JewishPinellas.org*Campaign officially began October 28, 2017.

DO GOOD EVERYWHERE. FROM ANYWHERE.

By ANDREW TOBIN
JTA news service

JERUSALEM  – Amid the global controversy over 
President Donald Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as 
the capital of the Jewish state, Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders actually found rare consensus: They agreed that 
the development was a win for Israel and a loss for the 
Palestinians.

To be sure, Trump’s concession was not a major one. 
Israel was always expected to get a recognized capital 
in Jerusalem under any Mideast peace deal, and the 
president did not reject Palestinian claims to have their 
capital in the city, too.

What Israel and the 
Palestinians make of 
Jerusalem recognition

Following President Donald Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel, protestors burn a poster of  the 
president in front of the Damascus Gate at the entrance to 
Jerusalem’s Old City on Dec. 11.

Photo by Chris McGrath/Getty Images

■ Related story, Page 8

At, left, Rabbi Josh Hearshen of Congregation Rodeph Sholom with two 
children in Dorado, Puerto Rico. The rabbi and six other volunteers from 
Tampa painted and repaired the kids’ house and bought them shoes and 
Christmas presents.  Above,  Members of the group hand out some of the 
relief supplies they brought from Tampa in the city of Carolina.

Just a nosh...Just a nosh...

Couple sues Manhattan hotel for 
‘starving’ guests at bat mitzvah

 A couple is suing a Manhattan hotel for allegedly 
“starving” the guests at her daughter’s $37,000 bat 
mitzvah party.

The lawsuit against Hotel Eventi was filed in 
Manhattan Supreme Court, the New York Post reported.

Nancy Held, the mother of the bat mitzvah girl, said 
the food for her 150 guests at the party in May was so 
mishandled that the hungry adult guests began eating 
the children’s ice cream desserts. She said in the lawsuit 
that the 700 hors d’oeuvres were never served to the 
guests as promised, and that the main course, a choice 
of steak or scallops, was served cold.

“We were starving,” Held’s husband, Marc, told The 
Post. “We were hosting the party and we didn’t have any 
food to eat.”

The hotel offered $1,000 and a night in a suite to 
make up for the errors, according to Held. The couple is 
suing for $637,000 in damages.

Nancy Held said in a court filing that she had been 
planning for her daughter’s big day ever since being 
misdiagnosed with a fatal genetic mutation in 2013.

Trump administration: Western Wall 
will surely be a part of Israel 

WASHINGTON  – The Trump administration said it 
cannot envision an outcome in which the Western Wall 
is not part of Israel – the first signal by any U.S. admin-
istration that it recognizes a claim to Jerusalem outside 
the 1967 lines.

Senior administration officials briefing reporters 
about Vice President Mike Pence’s upcoming visit to the 
region were asked whether Pence planned to visit the 
Wall, as President Donald Trump had done during his 
June visit, and whether it would be an official visit, as 
opposed to Trump’s, which was private.

“We cannot envision any situation under which the 
Western Wall would not be part of Israel,” said an of-
ficial, confirming that Pence’s visit would be in an official 
capacity. “But as the president said, the specific bound-
aries of sovereignty of Israel are going to be part of the 
final status agreement.”

Israel captured eastern Jerusalem, including the Old 
City, in the 1967 Six-Day War. The Western Wall is the 
outer wall of the Second Temple, destroyed in 70 C.E., 
and its largest remnant. It is adjacent to the Temple 
Mount, the holiest site in Judaism, and currently home 
to Islam’s third holiest site. The mount is controlled in 
part by a Muslim religious authority.

In 2004, President George W. Bush said in a letter 
to then-Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon that it was 
“unrealistic” to expect the sides to return to the 1967 
lines, but also spoke about land swaps to compensate 
Palestinians for Israeli settlements, a position that the 
Obama administration also embraced
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JEWISh
COMMUNITY

CAMP

winter break camp!
DEC 26-29 and JAN 2-5  •  8:30 am - 5 pm

 At the home of the Jewish Community Camp 
1685 S. Belcher Road, Clearwater 

$40 per day

registration at:  
jewishcommunitycamp.org

Let’s spend time on our beautiful campus 
doing all of our favorite camp things:  
singing, dancing, playing sports, getting wet 
and messy, cooking and eating with  

Community integrity 
compassion courage
responsibility & Tenacity.

registration at:  
jewishcommunitycamp.org

School's out, fun's in!

12.24.17
Sunday | 9 PM – 1AM

Franklin Manor
912 North Franklin Street, Tampa

For Jewish singles and couples, 
ages 20s, 30s & 40s

Tickets on sale now:

JewishTampa.com/VodkaLatke

Dec 24 . Young Adult Division Vodka Latke

Jan 7 . Truth.Humanity.Justice An Evening With  
 Erin Brockovich at Temple B’nai Israel

Jan 27-29 . TBE Art Festival

Feb 8 . Cardozo & Montefiore Societies Event

Feb 10 . Florida Holocaust Museum’s Annual “To Life” Gala

Feb 25 . Tampa Bay Jewish Food Festival & Purim Carnival

Mar 11 . CBI Chaivana Nights Gala

Mar 13 . Community Women’s Seder

Mar 24 . Gulf Coast Golf Like a Rock Star

Mar 25 . Tampa Bay Jewish Film Festival

Apr 15 . Jewish Heritage Festival Israel@70

Apr 29 . Sonya Miller Women of Distinction

Thank You to Our Corporate Sponsors!
The Jewish Federation

OF PINELLAS & PASCO COUNTIES, FL

Bank of Tampa  •  David Reynolds Jewelry & Coin  •  Jo-el’s Kosher Deli
Klein & Heuchan Real Estate  •  Lynn’s Catering  •   Minute Man Press – St. Petersburg

PNC Bank  •  The Abelson Group, Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
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PerspectivePerspective
Emilie Socash

Executive Director, Jewish Federation
of Pinellas & Pasco Counties

Authentic Middle Eastern Cuisine
With a Modern Flair!

727.498.8627 . MEZE119.COM
119 2nd Street North, St. Pete

Invite us to
your simcha,

we’ll bring the food!
Our catering services

can be customized
to suit all of
your needs.

SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 11 AM - 9 PM • FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 11 AM - 10 PM

Heartfelt thanks from the Hershkowitz Family,
for all of your ongoing support

Serving Tampa Bay’s Best Kosher-Style Dairy 
Mediterranean-Inspired Cuisine.

Flora l  Design Studio
6700 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

local and worldwide delivery

Weddings • Events • Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Redman Steele

727.343.1020  RedmanSteeleFlorist.net

&

5799 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach
727.360.1029 • skiddersrestaurant.com

BREAKFAST
Served til noon • 1pm weekends

LUNCH • DINNER
BEER • WINE • COCKTAILS

OPEN 7 DAYS: 7am - 11pm
Including All Holidays

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE

HUGE NY STYLE MENU
Pizza • Seafood • Chicken • Veal
Sandwiches • Greek Specialties

Happy    Hanukkah
       New year

I’ve only made one New Year’s resolution that 
I’ve kept.

Picture it:
Winter, 2005, at a deli on Euclid Avenue in 

downtown Cleveland. I sat around the table with 
seven or eight Jewish Community Federation of 
Cleveland colleagues. I was a freshly minted mom, 
having just had my daughter, Hila, some three 
months prior, and I was newly back to work. We of-
ten had lunch together, either dining out at a neigh-
borhood lunch bar or in the break room. The cast of 
characters often changed, but the vibe was always 
good-natured, spirited, and supportive. (Which I 
guess is something of a given in a workplace that 
lists L’shon hora—evil speech or gossip—as a fire-
able offense in the employee handbook.)

The subject turned to New Year’s resolutions, and 
the usual suspects were shared: lose weight, go to 
the gym, be more patient with my kids, and so forth. 
My turn arrived, and I shared my on-the-spot com-
mitment for 2006: “I’m going to stop asking ques-
tions that I don’t truly care about the answer to.”

Crickets. A few polite-yet-awkward chuckles. My 
buddy, Avi Friedman, who was the Young Adult Di-
vision Director and now is the VP of Development 
for Hillel International, grinned but noted, “That’s 
harsh, Em!”

I probably went on to awkwardly explain my ra-
tionale or quietly imploded under the table; I don’t 
remember the specifics of what happened in the im-
mediate next moment. What I do remember, though, 
is that 2006 arrived and my resolution went into ef-
fect.

It’s the only one I’ve ever kept. It grew from a 
place of frustration: I endured a long pregnancy at 
a Jewish organization with 160 employees, each of 
whom seemed to be excessively inquisitive or re-
markably skilled at the opinion-as-question commu-
nique (“You’re wearing high heels at nine months?” 
or “What does the doctor say about your weight 
gain?”). But it grew to a place of contemplation 
that some 12 years later I find to be one of the most 
meaningful decisions I’ve made regarding my own 
behavior.

This commitment to pursue meaningful conver-
sation has led me to ask people real questions, for 
which I want real answers. I ask young kids what 
they are currently reading. I ask adults where they’d 
love to take a trip to. I ask co-workers what I can 
do to help them be even more effective. I generally 
don’t ask “How are you,” but rather want to know 
more in the realm of “What goes on in your mind?”

One of my favorite podcasts is “Hidden Brain,” 
a show in which host Shankar Vedantam tours 
the listener through an array of fascinating topics 
about brain operations and behavioral science.  The 
Nov. 29 edition, entitled “People Like People Who 
Ask Questions,” caught my eye (or ear!), for two 
reasons: it was forwarded to me by a colleague at 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation as critical con-
sideration regarding the legacy conversations that 
Foundation and Federation team members have, 
and secondly, I pretty much devour every episode 
that comes out.

The title says it all: people are more likable when 
they ask questions. It’s a bit more constrained 
though, in that the questionee likes the questioner 
more when receiving the questions … but likability 
isn’t improved when observing questioning by oth-
ers. In other words, “It’s when they ask questions of 
us that makes us feel special.”

 Yet we often overlook questioning as something 
we can actively do to be more likable. We know to 
avoid politics and religion in conversation, to main-
tain and break eye contact appropriately, to shake 
hands firmly, to smile showing our teeth, and to ex-
hibit open and warm body language. We know to be 
good listeners, and asking questions can be a great 
addition to the conversational toolkit to move this 
ideal forward. 

But it’s not the volume of questions. In fact, it’s 
really asking the right questions at the right time. 
The resource eJewishPhilanthropy says it well: 
“Once we are asking the right questions, only then 
can we move forward with our goals” (from the 
2016 article, “Asking the Right Questions”). The au-
thor gives the example of moving from the question 
of “How can we prevent intermarriage?” to “How 
can we engage students in such a way that Judaism 
becomes an integral part of who they are and who 
they want to be?” 

In early December, I joined Karen Tashman, ex-
ecutive director of Congregation Beth Shalom in 
Clearwater, and Sarah Gotlieb, executive director of 
Temple Beth-El in St. Petersburg, for a session with 
human resources lawyer Meredith Gaunce to get a 
little more familiar with how to better support our 
employees and particularly look to prevent harass-
ment in the workplace. Sarah pulled this together as 
part of our new effort to join forces cross-organiza-
tionally on matters that benefit all.

 As we walked out together, she shared that she 
was feeling energized from her recent National As-
sociation of Temple Administrators conference, 
particularly about a discussion about adaptive 
challenges. The concept of adaptive challenge and 
change is something I recently covered in a class I 
was taking on leadership psychology, and we chatted 
for a moment about seeing our Jewish community in 
a new light. In a nutshell, Ronald Heifetz introduced 
the idea that change happens in two ways: through 
technical means or through adaptive means. Techni-
cal problems can be solved by an expert who has 
knowledge; adaptive challenges require new learning 
that comes from the collective intelligence of the 
entire group.

When we ask the right question, we’re engaging in 
the adaptive work required to make long-lasting and 
meaningful change. 

So do I have to change my resolution? I’d argue 
no. But I find myself seeking to marry the (some-
what) new perspective of asking the right questions 
and my staunch commitment to only inquiring on 
things I truly care about.

Liked it? Loathed it? Want to react? I would 
welcome your feedback and can be reached at 
emilie@jewishpinellas.org.

Resolutions, 
I’ve had a few

January 11 - 21
Catherine hiCkman theater

26th & Beach Blvd, Gulfport

Thur-Fri-Sat @8PM  I  Sat & Sun @2PM
TickeTS: $18 online  I  $20 lobby

(cash only, one hour before show time)
www.GulfportCommunityPlayers.org

By Hugh Whitemore

The story of mathematician Alan Turing, who devised the means of cracking the 
German Enigma code which helped win World War II. He also “broke the code” by being 
unapologetically homosexual at a time when being gay was illegal in Great Britain.

By Hugh Whitemore

The story of mathematician Alan Turing, who devised the means of cracking the 

Produced by special permission of Samuel French, Inc.

The Tampa Jewish Federation and Jewish Federa-
tion of Pinellas & Pasco Counties will jointly host the 
annual Vodka Latke, a popular annual event for Jew-
ish singles and couples in their 20s, 30s and 40s, on 
Sunday, Dec. 24 from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. at Franklin 
Manor in downtown Tampa.

Franklin Manor, a co-sponsor of the event, offers 
handcrafted cocktails, a premium beer selection and 
live music. It is located at 912 N. Franklin St.

Tickets can be purchased until Dec. 22 for $45 at 
jewishtampa.com/VodkaLatke. The price at the door 
is $54.

Free vodka drinks will be provided by Tito’s Hand-
made Vodka (while supplies last) and hors d’oeuvres 
will be served, compliments of Carriage House. Ad-
ditional food and drinks will be available for purchase 
throughout the evening. 

Other event sponsors include Jonathan Singer and 
Erin and Milton Carp.

For more information, contact Lisa Robbins, direc-
tor of Young Adult Engagement for the Tampa JCCs 
& Federation, at (813) 769-4723 or lisa.robbins@
jewishtampa.com.

Tickets on sale for annual 
Vodka Latke on Dec. 24



Temple Ahavat Shalom
Palm Harbor

Former U.S. ambassador to speak: 
Spend an evening with Ambassador Robert Ford 
on Tuesday, Jan. 16 at 7:30 p.m. in an appearance 
sponsored by AIPAC. Ford is currently a senior 
fellow at Middle East Institute in Washington, 
where he writes about developments in the Middle 
East and North Africa. He served as U.S. ambas-
sador to Syria from 2010-2014, making him the 
last American ambassador to that country. He also 
was deputy ambassador to Iraq from 2008-2010. In 
2014, he received the Secretary’s Service Award, 
the U.S. State Department’s highest honor, and 
in April 2012 he was a recipient of the Profile in 
Courage Award from the John F. Kennedy Library 
in Boston for his defense of human rights in Syria. 
For more information, call the temple.

Torah study: Congregant Susan Segal teach-
es a Torah study class on Thursdays from noon to 
1:15 p.m. Bring a lunch, and of course, opinions. 
No prior knowledge or attendance is required. The 
class will use the book The Torah: A Woman’s 
Commentary.

Adult education class: Rabbi Gary 
Klein’s Tuesday morning adult education class 
will begin this winter and meet on Tuesdays at 11 
a.m. in the social hall. The Rabbi welcomes your 
suggestions for course topics. 

Judaism basics: An Introduction to Juda-
ism class is offered on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. This 
class, taught by Rabbi Klein, is appropriate for 
non-Jewish spouses and significant others; those 
considering adopting Judaism as their faith, and 
those who are already Jewish who wish to review 
and enhance their knowledge of Judaism. New 
students are welcome at anytime. The course fee is 
$100 per person or couple, for non-members. There 
is no fee for temple members.

Mah jongg: The temple’s Sisterhood invites 
women to open mah jongg sessions on Tuesdays at 
1 p.m. Contact Debbie Rosen at (727) 686-2931. 

Cong. B’nai Israel
St. Petersburg

Happy new year: Ring in the New Year early 
and bid farewell to Shabbat with a champagne toast 
on Saturday, Dec. 30 at 5:30 p.m. at the congrega-
tion’s annual New Year’s Eve Seudah Shlishit, 
the traditional third meal of Shabbat. An RSVP is 
required for this free event. RSVP to Pam Askin at 
(727) 381-4901 or officemgr@cbistpete.org.

Havdala in the City: Bring a flashlight and 
dress for a service under the stars and twinkling 
lights of South Straub Park at the congregation’s 
annual Havdala in downtown St. Petersburg on Sat-
urday, Jan. 6 at 6:30 p.m. Meet at the Bicentennial 
Fountain in the park, 198 Bayshore Dr. N.E. In case 
of rain, the service will be rescheduled. This event 
is free and open to the community. Social events 
to follow include a Jewbilees (Baby Boomer) Din-
ner at Meze 119 and ish (20ish – 40ish) meet-up at 
Hawkers Asian Street Fair.

RSVP recommended for both social events to 
Maureen Secham at dll@cbistpete.org or call the 
synagogue office and ask for ext. 1011.

Myth of the Cultural Jew: DePaul Uni-
versity Prof. Roberta Rosenthal Kwall  will dis-
cuss her thought-provoking book The Myth of the 
Cultural Jew: Culture and Law in Jewish Tradition 
on Sunday, Jan. 7 at 10 a.m. Books will be avail-

able for purchase for $18. Kwall is a contributor 
to the Jewish Forward, Commentary Magazine, 
Times of Israel, and Jewish Book Council.  RSVP 
suggested for this free event to Maureen Sechan at  
dll@cbistpete.org or call the temple.

Torah study: Join in a monthly Torah dis-
cussion led by members of the congregation on 
Saturday, Dec. 30 following Shabbat morning 
services. The group will search for insights in the 
Torah over lunch and discovers new ways of mak-
ing Torah relevant.

Talmud Made Easy: On Tuesdays, Jan 9 
and 23 at 5 p.m., Steve Wein continues to lead a 
study of Talmudic text and selected commentaries.
All materials will be provided. The class involves 
textual analysis, lively discussion, and is open to 
all. The class is free; no previous knowledge is 
needed. 

Family Shabbat: Put the kids in their jam-
mies and wear your favorite jeans while you cele-
brate a casual and kid-friendly Shabbat experience 
on Friday, Jan. 12 at 5 p.m., followed by a $5 mac 
& cheese dinner. RSVP by Wednesday, Jan. 10 to 
Maureen Sechan at dll@cbistpete.org or (727) 38-
4900, ext. 1011.  

Lunch with the rabbi: Enjoy a deli lunch 
and mishna study with Rabbi Jacob Luski on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17 at noon in the atrium. Submit 
lunch orders by Tuesday, Jan. 16 to Pam Askin at 
officemgr@cbistpete.org or (727) 381-4901.

Sisterhood Shabbat: Support Sisterhood 
“Side by Side at Congregation B’nai Israel” on 
Friday, Jan. 19 beginning with a Kabbalat Shabbat 
service led by the Sisterhood at 6 p.m. That will 
be followed by a Shabbat meal. RSVP for dinner 
– adults: $20, children free – to Pam Askin at the 
temple or officemgr@cbistpete.org.   

Craft night: Make your own challah board or 
serving platter and learn the arts of resin dipping and 
woodworking at MakeMe Studio on Tuesday, Jan. 
23 at 7 p.m. Class is $45 per person. The studio is 
located at 3028 Dr. MLK Jr. St. N., St. Petersburg. 
RSVP required to Maureen Sechan at dll@cbist-
pete.org or call the synagogue. 

Chabad of St. Petersburg  
Chinese buffet and movie: Take in a 

kosher dinner and movie for the whole family on 
Sunday, Dec. 24 at 4 p.m. The cost is $10. RSVP 
to info@ChabadSP.com.

Exploring Israel’s survival: A six-session 
Rohr Jewish Learning Institute course titled “Sur-
vival of a Nation: Exploring Israel Through the Lens 
of the Six-Day War” will be taught on Wednesdays 
at 7:30 p.m., beginning Jan. 10. The cost is $65 per 
person or $110 for couples. Fees include 6 classes, 
class materials and recorded lessons (for sessions 
missed). For more information, call (727) 344-4900 
or www.ChabadSP.com.

PINELLAS COUNTY
Reform

Temple  AHAVAT SHALOM — 1575 Curlew Rd., Palm Harbor, 34683 • Rabbi 
Gary Klein • Services:  Friday: 7:30 p.m., First Friday: 6 p.m., Saturday: 
traditional service third week of the month. 9 a.m., call for other service 
times • Telephone: (727) 785-8811 • Website: www. ahavatshalom.org • 
Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism

Temple BETH-EL — 400 S. Pasadena Ave., St. Petersburg 33707 • Rabbi 
Michael Torop • Services: Friday  7:30 p.m., Saturday, service and Torah 
study, 10 a.m. • Telephone: (727) 347-6136 • Website: www.templebeth-el.
com • Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism

Congregation B’NAI EMMUNAH — 57  Read St., Tarpon Springs, 34689 
• Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1312, Tarpon Springs, 34688 • Rabbi Lynn 
Goldstein •  Services: Friday: 7:30 p.m. • Torah study Saturday, 10:30 a.m. 
• Telephone: (727) 938-9000 • Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism

Temple B’NAI ISRAEL — 1685 S. Belcher Road, Clearwater, 33764 • Rabbi 
Daniel Treiser • cantorial soloist, Laura Berkson • Services: Friday, 7:30 
p.m. • Telephone: (727) 531-5829 • Website: www.TBIclearwater.org •  
Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism 

Conservative
Congregation BETH SHALOM — 1325 S. Belcher Road, Clearwater 33764 

• Rabbi David Weizman • Rabbi Danielle Upbin, associate  •  Services: 
Friday: 6:30 p.m., Saturday  9 a.m., Sunday 9 a.m., Mon. & Thurs 8:30 a.m. 

• Telephone: (727) 531-1418 • Website: www.cbsclearwater.org • Affiliated 
with  United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

Congregation BETH SHOLOM — 1844 54th St. S., Gulfport  33707  • Cantor 
David Wicentowski • Services:  Saturdays,  9:30 a.m. • Telephone: (727) 
321-3380 • Website: sholomgulfport.org • Unaffiliated.

Congregation  B’NAI  ISRAEL — 300 58th St. N., St. Petersburg 33710 • Rabbi 
Jacob Luski  •  Cantor Jonathan Schultz  • Services:   Friday  7:30 p.m.,   
Saturday  9 a.m., Mon. - Fri. 7:45  a.m., Sun.  9 a.m.; evening minyan, 6:30 
p.m. • Telephone:  (727) 381-4900 • Website: www.cbistpete.org.• Affiliated 
with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

Orthodox
CHABAD of CLEARWATER — 2280 Belleair Road, Clearwater, 33764 • Rabbi 

Levi Hodakov •  Services: Call for information on Friday service times, 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., men only • Telephone: (727) 265-2770 • Website: www.
JewishClearwater.com •  email: rabbi18@gmail.com.

CHABAD JEWISH CENTER Of GREATER ST. PETERSBURG  —  4010 Park St. N., 
St. Petersburg   33709 • Rabbi Alter Korf  •  Services: Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; 
Shacharit,  Mon.-Thurs., 7:15 a.m., Torah study at 10:30 a.m. on Sturday, 
Sun., 8 a.m.;  • Telephone: (727) 344-4900 • Website: www.chabadsp.com.

CHABAD of PINELLAS COUNTY — 3696  Fisher Road, Palm Harbor, 34683  
• Rabbi Pinchas Adler • Services: Friday, 5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m • Telephone: (727) 789-0408 •  Website: Yichabad.com.

PASCO COUNTY 
Conservative

BETH TEfILLAH/JCC Of WEST PASCO  —  9841 Scenic Drive, Port Richey, 
34668 • Ron Becker and Elliot Shapiro, spiritual leaders • Services: 
Friday, 7:30 p.m., Saturday, 9:30 a.m. • Telephone:  (727) 847-3814 • 
website: jewishcommunitycenterofwestpasco.com • Email at: Eileenhoch-
stadt13005@gmail.com • Unaffiliated

Orthodox
CHABAD Of WEST PASCO —Rabbi Yossi Eber •  10733 Maple Creek Dr., 

Suite 101, Trinity, FL 34655 •  Services: Saturday, 9:30 a.m.; class: 10 
a.m., • Telephone: (727) 376-3366 • Website:www.ChabadWP.org • email: 
info@chabadwp.org

HERNANDO COUNTY 
Reform

Temple BETH DAVID — 13158 Antelope St., Spring Hill  •  Rabbi Paul 
Schreiber • Shabbat Serivces: Friday, 7:30 p.m., third Friday traditional ser-
vice, 7:30 p.m. •  Saturday, 10 a.m. • Telephone: (352) 686-7034 • Website: 
www.tbdfl.org. Affiliated with Union for Reform Judaism.

Orthodox
CHABAD SPRING HILL — 13576 Hunters Point St, Spring Hill, 34609  • Rabbi 

Chaim Lipszyc • Services:  Monthly First Friday call for times Telephone: 
(352) 600-2779 •  Website: chabadspringhill.com

Religious Directory
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Rabbinically
Speaking

Rabbinically
Speaking

As a product of the television 
generation, I admit it... I love Game 
of Thrones, Ray Donovan, and This 
Is Us. To see them usually entails 
binge watching over vacation, but 
that just adds to the fun. So when 
ABC launched a new series this fall 
entitled Kevin Probably Saves the 
World, I was intrigued.  It’s a fairly 
mediocre “dramedy” starring Jason 
Ritter as Kevin Finn. ABC describes 
Kevin as “not a good person. He’s 
not terrible, but he’s selfish, and clue-
less, and values material wealth and 
status over all else. And he’s begin-
ning to realize 
that those 
things aren’t 
making him 
happy—in 
fact, he’s 
fairly misera-
ble. Just when 
things seem 
to be at their 
worst, he finds himself tasked with 
an unbelievable mission… saving 
the world.” And how is Kevin going 
to save the world? Well, he is visited 
by an angel who tells him that he is 
the last of 36 righteous people whose 
goodness saves the world. Kevin is 
tasked with finding the other 35.

If this story line sounds familiar to 
you, then you are familiar with the 
ancient Jewish legend of the Lamed-
Vav Tzadikim, the 36 righteous 
people whose goodness ensures the 
continuation of the world. The basis 
of the legend comes from the Talmud 
Tractate Sanhedrin 97b: “Abaye 
said: The world has no fewer than 36 
righteous people in each generation 
who greet the Divine Presence, as 
it is stated ‘Happy are all they who 
wait for Him (Lo)’ Isaiah 30:18.” 
The legend teaches that these 36 
righteous people live their lives in 
quiet anonymity, but without them 
the world would be destroyed. The 
Lamed-Vavniks do not reveal them-
selves, but through their righteous-
ness and goodness, allow us all to 
live our lives. 

When I saw the first episode of 
Kevin Probably Saves the World 
I waited for some reference to the 
ancient legend of the Lamed-Vavniks. 
It did not come. When I saw the first 
episode, I thought the main char-
acter would be so good, that every-
one would love him. He was not. 
When I watched the first episode, I 
thought there would be some men-
tion of Jews, Judaism or a Jewish 
story. There was none. To say I was 

By RABBI ED ROSENTHAL
Executive Director, Hillels
of the florida Suncoast

How do we 
allow this 
to happen?

disappointed would be an understate-
ment.  Anyone who has read Andre 
Schwarz-Bart’s Last of the Just 
would be offended at the equivalency 
of Ernie Levy, walking to his death 
at Auschwitz among the multitude of 
innocent martyr of our people crying 
tears of blood, to the selfish, material-
istic, buffoonish Kevin Flinn.  

The bigger issue however, is not 
that this is yet another example of the 
appropriation of our Jewish tradi-
tion, but that our own people don’t 
know their own heritage.   At a time 
when Harvey Weinstein dominates 
the news, and Roy Moore is “Mr. 
Ten Commandments,” our children 
need to be learning about the Lamed-
Vavniks. They need to know of this 
beautiful teaching that tells us to 
treat every stranger with kindness, 
because that person just might be a 
Tzadik Nistar, a hidden Tzadik (one 
of the Lamed-Vavniks). They need to 
know that the Ten Commandments 
were not written in a courthouse in 
Alabama, but on Mt. Sinai and given 
to the Jewish People... and we shared 
them with the rest of the world. How 
much of our rich tradition has been 
lost, whether by appropriation or by 
our own ignorance?  How do we al-
low this to happen?

As someone who works with col-
lege students, I hear the same line 
all the time: “I’m not religious. I’m 
spiritual.” Our young people are 
looking for spirituality. They crave 
it, but we continue teaching them 
the same old things; Bible Stories 
(although we rarely get past the Red 
Sea) and Holidays. We teach them 
a language they can’t speak, and 
tell them they have to know how to 
read it so they can have a party when 
they’re 13. Their knowledge of Israel 
is inadequate, and their commitment 
to Israel is limited to the thought that, 
thanks to Birthright, they’ll get a free 
trip there once they turn 18. Some 
of the staunchest supporters of Israel 
today are Christians, not Jews. 

  As a community, we need to do 
better. We need to start asking them 
what they want, not just continuing 
to teach them what we think they 
need. The simple fact is this; if we 
give them what they want, they will 
eventually want what they need to 
continue the rich, beautiful heritage 
of our ancestors. This is how we will 
ensure the Jewish future….. theirs 
and ours.

Rabbinically Speaking is published 
as a public service by the Jewish 
Press in cooperation with the Tampa 
Rabbinical Association which assigns 
the column on a rotating basis.

Shabbat Candle 
Lighting Times
Dec. 22    •    5:23 pm
Dec. 29    •    5:27 pm
Jan. 5      •    5:32 pm
Jan. 12    •    5:37 pm
Jan. 19    •    5:43 pm
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It’s a small world (after all)
A couple of weeks ago I went to a synagogue and talk-

ed with the fourth and fifthh graders about life in Israel. 
I talked about my army service, about living in the Kib-
butz and about growing up in Israel. When I was done, 
it was time for questions. One of the girls raised her 
hand and asked me “do you know Lihi?” “Lihi what?” 
I asked, but she didn’t know. Lihi is actually a common 
name in Israel, so I couldn’t tell if I knew her or not.  In 
my head I was thinking that I might actually know her, 
but if not Lihi herself, I probably do know someone who 
knows her in one way or another. 

In Israel, when you meet someone new there are these 
three “must ask” questions we ask each other: “What’s 
your name?,” “Where are you from?,” “Do you know…?” 
So many times, it happened that I said yes to that last 
question and then opened a conversation about the 
individual that I and the other person in the conversation 
happen to know. Last time it happened to me was when I 
went to a Jewish Agency conference and just happened to 
mention I originally come from Kibbutz Giv’at Brenner. 
Someone who heard me saying that, asked me if I know 
Aviv (a childhood friend of mine) and we ended up dis-
covering that Aviv married his best friend. 

So why in Israel, when you meet someone new, there’s 
a big chance that you will have a friend in common 
or someone both of you know? I think there are a few 
reasons for that. First, and probably the main reason, 
is Israel’s physical and population size. Israel’s land is 
spread across 8,522 square miles. If you’re having a hard 
time imagining that, it’s about the same size as the state 
of New Jersey (8,728 square miles). According to the 
2016 census, Israel has a population of almost 9 million 
people. It might sound like a lot but it’s not that much 
when you compare it to other countries. Those 9 million 
people live in a relatively small area, making the task of 
meeting someone new very easy. 

The army service has a part in it too. When entering 
the army, you go there by yourself, not knowing anyone. 
You just have to make friends. What makes your army 

friends so special is the fact that everyone comes from 
such different backgrounds. Growing up in the Kibbutz, 
I had very little friends who lived in cities, especially big 
cities like Tel Aviv or Be’er Sheva. Once I started my 
army service I met people from all over the country, and 
again expanding my social network.

Besides that, there’s another factor that comes into 
consideration – most Israelis move from one place to 
another at some point of their lives. So not only do they 
know the people they grew up with, their family (and 
family friends), and army friends – once they move 
to a new place, to work, study or just be in a different 
area, they also get to meet a whole new environment of 
people. 

This phenomenon has a name, similar to what you say 
here in America: “olam katan,” meaning “small world.” It 
even became so common to find out that almost everyone 
in Israel has a common friend, that some people just don’t 
get excited about it anymore when it happens. So are all 
Israelis connected? I would say yes, in one way or another.

Yael Mor’s yearlong visit to the community is spon-
sored by the Jewish Federation of Pinellas and Pasco 
Counties. She can be reached at (727) 530-3223 or by 
email at yael@jewishpinellas.org

Mor About 
Israel

Mor About 
Israel

Yael Mor
Israel Shlicha [Emissary]

Pickle University: Make 
your own jar of kosher pickles, 
and enjoy a variety of pickles and 
appetizers on Monday, Jan. 2 at 
7 p.m. when nationally traveled 
“Rabbi Pickle” – Rabbi Shmuel 
Marcus of Cypress, CA. – shares 
the secrets of making a great kosher 
pickle at his traveling kosher pickle 
factory. This will be a hands-on 
experience. The cost is $10 for 
those who register before Jan. 7 
and $15 after that date. RSVPs are 
required and can be made at info@
ChabadSP.com. 

Kids in the kitchen: Kids 
will be running the show at Shab-
bat dinner on Friday Jan. 26 at 5:30 
p.m. Join in a worldwide unity 
event, as CKids groups around 
the world celebrate family, com-
munity, and the power of children 
to make a difference. The cost is 
$18 per family. RSVP to Chaya@
ChabadSP.com.

Women’s Book Club: Get 
a weekly social and spiritual boost 
with friends every Tuesday from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. during a round-
table discussion led by Chaya 
Korf. Delve into the book for this 
year, Towards a Meaningful Life, 
by Simon Jacobson. The group 
will share strategies, tips, and sug-
gestions for not only discovering 
where your true meaning lies, but 
also in actually making it a part 
of your daily life. Enjoy coffee, 
fruit and homemade pastries dur-
ing these free sessions. Walk-ins 
are welcome. RSVP to Chaya@
ChabadSP.com.

Lunch and learn: Women 
are invited to share an hour of ca-
maraderie, inspiration and lunch at 
a Lunch and Learn session at the 
Chabad Jewish Center on Thurs-
day, Jan. 16 at noon. There is no 
charge for the event. RSVPs are 
appreciated but not necessary. To 
RSVP, email Chaya@ChabadSP.
com or call (727) 344-4900.

Cong. Beth Sholom
Gulfport

Honoring Holocaust sur-
vivors: The congregation will 
host a B’nai Mitzvah ceremony 
for Holocaust survivors who 
never had a chance to have a Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah celebration. This 
will be a group ceremony on Sat-
urday, Jan. 27 at 9:30 a.m. during 
which each Holocaust survivor 
will read or chant one line of their 
Haftarah. The ceremony will take 
place in conjunction with Inter-
national Holocaust Remembrance 

Day. Holocaust survivors wish-
ing to participate in the ceremony 
should contact the synagogue at 
(727) 321-3380. This event is free 
to all with a kiddush lunch after 
the ceremony, sponsored by Dr. 
Bernie Wolfson.

Seeking donations: The 
congregation’s annual flea market 
is not until the spring, but dona-
tions are being sought for the event 
now. Those who have items to give 
should call the synagogue at (727) 
321-3380.

Temple Beth-El 
St. Petersburg

Brotherhood schmooze:
Families are invited to hang out 
and relax while children attend 
religious school classes on Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to noon in the social 
hall. Enjoy a bagel and a cup of 
coffee and read the newspaper.

Temple B’nai Israel
Clearwater

Erin Brockovich talk:
For those who have not already 
purchased tickets for “An Eve-
ning with Erin Brockovich, the 
renowned consumer advocate 
made famous in the film starring 
Julia Roberts, it is time to do so. 
Brockovich will speak at the temple 
on Sunday, Jan. 7 at 6 p.m. Tickets 
are $40 and available on at www.
Eventbrite. or for more details, call 
the temple. 

Mitzvah Day: Take part in 
a day of good deeds to help ben-
efit the Tampa Bay community 
on Sunday, Jan. 14 beginning at 9 
a.m. Feed the homeless, clean up 
parks, comfort the sick and much 
more. A complimentary lunch will 
be provided to all do-gooders. Sign 
up at www.tbiclearwater.org or call 
the temple office.

Tot Shabbat: A special ser-
vice designed for the temple’s 
youngest members and their fami-
lies is set for Friday, Jan. 19 at 
5:30 p.m., followed by a pot luck 
dinner. Call the temple office so the 
menu can be coordinated. 

Cinema Café: Come watch 
a movie at the temple on Sunday, 
Jan. 21 at 1 p.m. The film, The 
Kindergarten Teacher, is an Is-
raeli psychological thriller about 
poetry and obsession. Popcorn and 
non-alcoholic beverages will be 
provided. There is no charge for 
members and friends.

Join the festival: Temple 
B’nai Israel is planning the second 
annual Tampa Bay Jewish Food 

Festival on Sunday, Feb. 28 and 
is seeking representation of other 
Jewish organizations and congre-
gations at the event. Last year the 
event drew a crowd of 2,000. This 
year the entire outdoor area will 
be tented and tables for various 
organizations will be located near 
the temple entrance. Festival orga-
nizers are hoping all local Jewish 
organizations are represented at 
the event. Those wishing to par-
ticipateneed to contact Barbara 
Bloom at (727) 531-5829 by Jan. 
15.

Bible study: Explore the Sec-
ond Book of Samuel and discover 
a unique period of Jewish histo-
ry. Rabbi Daniel Treiser leads the 
classes on Wednesdays from 7-8 
p.m. There is no fee for members; 
$30 for non-members for the year.

Sunday funday: Preschool-
ers and their parents can enjoy play-
time on Sunday, Jan. 28 from 10 
a.m. to noon. This is an opportunity 
for families with young children 
to meet one another, and engage 
in fun activities with their tots. 
Non-members are welcome. Call 
the temple office for full schedule 
and pricing information at (727) 
531-5829.

Adult playtime: Play mah 
jongg, Mexican Train Dominoes 
or Bridge on Thursdays at 1 p.m. 
Join active seniors and play the 
game of your choice. Coffee and 
cake is served. 

For more information, contact 
Linda White at linda33217@
gmail.com or (727) 688-0626.

Busch Gardens trip: Tem-
ple B’nai Israel youths in grades 
6 through 12 will make a trip to 
Busch Gardens on Sunday, Jan. 
7 and spend the day with temple 
youth groups from throughout the 
Tampa Bay area. Call the temple 
office for details (727) 531-5829.

Cong. B’nai Emmunah
Tarpon Springs

Medical ethics: Rabbi Lynn 
Goldstein will conclude a series 
of classes on medical ethics on 
Thursday, Jan. 4 at 7 p.m. The Jan. 
4 topic is on cloning, transplants, 
stem cells and more. RSVPs are 
requested at (727) 938-9000.

Cong. Beth Shalom
Clearwater

Deli & dummy: The Broth-
erhood will host Deli-Nite Live! 
on Saturday, Jan. 6 in the social 
hall. Along with the deli dinner, 
the entertainment will feature 
comedienne/ventriloquist Lynn 
Trefzger.  Cost is $30 and includes 
either a meat or vegetarian option. 
Reservations are required. Contact 

Stuart Lenett  at slenett@tam-
pabay.rr.com.

Talmud classes: On Mon-
days and most Wednesdays, ex-
plore ancient legal tradition with 
Dr. Priscilla Nathanson. The 
class, open to all levels of knowl-
edge. The Monday class is held 
after minyan from 10 - 11:15 a.m. 
and the Wednesday class is at 7 
p.m. Contact the synagogue of-
fice to confirm when classes will 
be held.

Haftarot study: Johanna 
Bromberg leads this class on al-
ternate Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Up-
coming sessions are Jan. 3 and 17.

Lox & Learn: Led by Rabbi 
David Weizman, explore the 
weekly Torah portion every Thurs-
day at  following minyan. Breakfast 
begins at 9:45 a.m. and the study 
session at 10 a.m. 

Jewish spirituality: Rabbi 
Danielle Upbin leads a series of 
lectures on Jewish spirituality, on 
Thursdays from 12:30 - 2 p.m. Up-
coming classes are Dec. 2, Jan. 11 
and Jan. 18. The course is explor-
ing the foundations of Mussar as it 
relates to the weekly Torah portion 
and one’s own inner development. 
Each session will incorporate time 
for meditation and other mindful-
ness practices. Call the synagogue 
office at (727) 531-1418 to RSVP.

Chabad of Clearwater
Torah and tea: Rebbetzin 

Miriam Hodakov leads a “Torah 
and Tea” exclusively for women on 
Wednesdays at 11:15 a.m. There is 
no charge to attend. RSVP to Miri-
amHodakov@gmail.com or (727) 
265-2770.

Cong. Beth Tefillah/
JCC of West Pasco 
Port Richey

Adult education: A class 
to study Pirkei Avot (Ethics of our 
Ancestors) and its relevance to 
Jewish life in the 21st century will 
be offered on Sundays from 10 - 11 
a.m. The class is free, but donations 
are welcome.

Cong. Beth David
Spring Hill

Torah study: Rabbi Paul 
Schreiber will conduct Torah 
study classes on Mondays at 10:30 
a.m. and 7 p.m. The classes are free 
for members and $5 per class for 
non-members.

Judaism class: A free Jewish 
conversion class will be held on 
Saturdays at 1 p.m., conducted by 
Rabbi Schreiber.

Talmud for beginners: 
This class, already under way, is 
held every Wednesday at 8 p.m., 
except for the third Wednesday 
of the month. It is free for mem-
bers and $5 per class for non-
members.

Chabad of Spring Hill
Torah studies: The Jewish 

community is invited to attend 
Torah study classes, with bagels, 
on Wednesdays from noon to 1 
p.m. The classes, taught by Rabbi 
Chaim Lipszyc, are not sequential, 
so folks can drop in for any class. 
The first class is free then the fee is 
$7 per class. 

For more information, call Ro 
Kerschner at (352) 746-6258.

Park Place center • 9015 Park Blvd. Seminole, Florida 33777
(1 1/2 BlockS weSt oF Starkey)

take out 
order
(727) 391-8393

beautiful 
lakeside 
dining

open 
christmas 

day
noon - 9:30 pm

open year round
7 days a week
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6940 22nd Avenue North
727.345.7040

2220 4th Street North
727.822.2000

12670 Starkey Road, Largo
Between Bryan Dairy and Ulmerton

727.518.8888

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LUNCH &

DINNER SERVED

www.atheniangardens.com

Family owned since 1977

6940 22nd Avenue North
727.345.7040

2220 4th Street North
727.822.2000

12670 Starkey Road, Largo
Between Bryan Dairy and Ulmerton

727.518.8888

Where Everything is HomemadeWhere Everything is Homemade

Lunch tab over $20

Get $3 Off
Not valid with other offers.

Must present ad. Exp. 7/31/14

Dinner tab over $30

Get $6 Off
Not valid with other offers.

Must present ad. Exp. 7/31/14

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LUNCH & DINNER SERVED

www.atheniangardens.com

Family owned since 1977

6940 22nd Avenue North
727.345.7040

2220 4th Street North
727.822.2000

6940 22nd Avenue North
727.345.7040

2220 4th Street North
727.822.2000

Where Everything is HomemadeWhere Everything is Homemade

Lunch tab over $30

Get $4 Off
Not valid with other offers.

Must present ad.

Dinner tab over $50

Get $6 Off
Not valid with other offers.

Must present ad.

Happy New Year
We look forward to 

serving you in 2018.

• Shades, blinds, draperies

• Hunter Douglas window fashions

• Complimentary in-home
    design consultation

• Installation

• Shade and blind repair services

• Window covering motorization

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. ~ Sat. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

2610 4th Street North, St. Petersburg
www.blindandshuttergallery.com

Quality Treatment for You and Your Windows.Quality Treatment for You and Your Windows.
727.823.2929

The Jewish Federation of Pinellas and 
Pasco Counties will once again offer an ex-
panded array of scholarship and financial 
awards to children, teens, and young adults 
in 2018, mostly for Jewish summer camp 
and organized travel to Israel.

“As a community, we can be proud that 
we are making summer camp and Israel 
travel a reality for so many kids, teens and 
young adults. Studies have shown that these 
two experiential Jewish learning opportuni-
ties have a lifelong impact on Jewish identi-
ty. The Federation and our community part-
ners are committed to investing in young 
people’s opportunities to connect with their 
Jewish identity in meaningful ways,” said 
Emilie Socash, executive director of the 
Federation.

Both merit and financial need are consid-
ered in evaluating applicants. It is required 
that families and/or the recipients volunteer 
for the Federation as a condition of accept-
ing the award.

Summer camp scholarships are available 
through the Jewish Federation’s Covenant 
Fund and through the Mary Baumgardner 
Scholarship Fund at the Tampa Orlando 
Pinellas (TOP) Jewish Foundation. Both 
are available for area children attending 
overnight Jewish summer camp and award 
amounts vary. Total funding available is 
$20,000. Recipients are recognized as “Jew-
ish Federation Summer Scholars.”

Additional first-time Jewish sleep-away 
camper scholarships of up to $1,000 are 
available through the One Happy Camper 
program, offered by the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation. More information is available 
at www.jewishcamp.org.

Teens interested in summer travel pro-
grams in the U.S. or abroad should apply to 
the Federation’s Passport to Israel and Teen 
Travel programs as well as the Loebenberg 
Scholarship Fund at TOP Jewish Founda-
tion. These programs are based on merit and 
award amounts will vary. Recipients of the 
Passport to Israel and the Teen Travel award 
will be recognized as “Jewish Federation 
Teen Summer Scholars;” the Loebenberg 
Scholarship awardee will be recognized as 
the “Loebenberg Scholar.” 

Young adults ages 21-45 interested in par-
ticipating in the National Young Leadership 
Mission to Israel may apply for a subsidy of 
up to $2,000 through the Federation to off-
set the approximate cost of $4,000 for the 

trip. The mission will take place July 2 - 8. 
Five young adults from the area are already 
planning to attend as “Federation Fellows.”

Those attending college in the 2018-19 
year are eligible to apply to the Dr. Alfred 
M. Schick Award, which has a particular 
emphasis on those preparing for a medical 
career, as well as the Marilyn and Stevan 
Simon Scholarship Fund, which provides 
funding to those in or entering college who 
show leadership capacity for programs that 
deepen the recipient’s connection with Juda-
ism, Jewish identity and Israel. Both funds 
are held at the TOP Jewish Foundation.

Interested families and individuals should 
visit the “Grants” section of the Federation’s 
website, www.jewishpinellas.org, for infor-
mation and an application. You may also 
contact Maxine Kaufman at mkaufman@
jewishpinellas.org

All completed applications are due by 
Jan. 15 and decisions will be made by Feb. 
1. Only completed applications will be con-
sidered.

All recipients will be recognized as a Fed-
eration award recipient in a future Jewish 
Press.

*   *   *
Outside of the Federation’s scholarships, 

several additional programs may be of inter-
est to teens and young adults:

• The Jewish Education Loan Fund (JELF) 
provides interest-free college loans to Jew-
ish students in need. This program is funded 
in part by the Federation and administered 
locally through Gulf Coast Jewish Family & 
Community Services. The application and 
complete information can be found at www.
jelf.org.

• Masa Israel provides opportunities for 
young people, ages 18 to 30, to participate 
in summer learning, internships, profession-
al placements, volunteer service, and more. 
Those accepted into a Masa Israel program 
should both apply for a scholarship directly 
with Masa as well as contact the Federa-
tion immediately to determine if additional 
funding is available.

• The Nachshon Project offers a significant 
leadership opportunity for those students 
who wish to spend their junior year of college 
studying at Hebrew University at no cost to 
the student. This highly selective program 
focuses on leadership and preparing future 
Jewish leadership; more information can be 
found at www.nachshonproject.org.

Scads of scholarships, grants available 
to Jewish kids, teens, young adults

WASHINGTON (JTA) – A decades-old 
ban on houses of worship directly involving 
themselves in elections has survived a repeal 
bid by House Republican leaders.

Jewish groups from Reform to Orthodox, 
and including Jewish civil rights groups, 
have opposed the removal, saying it would 
unnecessarily politicize the pulpit.

The Senate parliamentarian ruled Thurs-
day, Dec. 14, that the effort to repeal the ban 
did not belong in the tax reform bill because 
it was not germane to tax policy. 

The amendment, named for Lyndon John-
son when he was a Senate leader, was passed 

in the 1950s. It removes tax-exempt status 
from religious organizations that directly 
participate in political activity. 

President Donald Trump has vowed to 
repeal it.

 “This important legislation, appropriately 
restricting religious and other non-profit 
groups from supporting or opposing political 
candidates, has worked well for more than 
six decades,” Richard Foltin, the American 
Jewish Committee’s director of national and 
legislative affairs, said in a statement. “The 
effort to fix what is not broken was unneces-
sary and wrong.”

Law banning religious groups’ politicking survives repeal bid
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Call the Menorah Manor Foundation office: 727-302-3888 or go to www.menorahmanor.org/donate-today

THIS  PAGE  SPONSORED BY MENORAH MANOR

We are very grateful for all contributions to the Menorah Manor Foundation.  Gifts are acknowledged by mail and 
recognized on the next Menorah Manor page in the Jewish Press.  Our sincere apologies for any error in this list.  
If you believe your name has been omitted in error, please call the Foundation office at (727) 302-3888.  Donors for 
2017 Membership through 12.5.17.

www.menorahmanor.org 
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Patron Member $1,000+ 

Guardian Member $1,800+ 

2017 MeMbershiP

supporter Member $250+ 

sponsor Member $360+ 

sustainer Member $500+ 

Chai Member $180+ 

Estate of Albert A. Belson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Benstock
Dr. Bonnie Berman & 
   Dr. Arthur Berman

,

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Diner
Mr. & Mrs. John Engel
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Gurtman
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Kanner, Esq.

Dr. & Mrs. Peter M. Pardoll
Publix Super Markets Charities
Dr. Steven Warren 
Mr. Alvin Warsaw
Mrs. Jean Giles Wittner

The Manny & Ruthy Cohen Foundation Inc.         Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Englander                           Mr. Rogers Quimby

Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Epstein
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory A. Fox
Dr. & Mrs. Irvin Guterman
Ms. Francoise Haasch
Dr. Jeffrey Held
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Klein

Estate of Miriam Lengyel
Mr. & Mrs. David Linsky
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Marlin
Mr. Melvin Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Orloff
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Packler

Mrs. Dorothy J. Rosenbluth Feinberg
Mrs. Jane Rutenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Savage
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Sembler
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Sembler
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Weissman
Dr. & Mrs. Lane Ziegler

,

Dr. Naomi Abel & Dr. Warren Abel
Mr. & Mrs. Barry M. Alpert
Mrs. Barbara Baughman
Mrs. Marilyn Benjamin
Mr. & Mrs. Ira Berman
Cost+Plus
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldstein
Estate of Charlotte A. Gunzburger
Mr. Irwin J. Karpay

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Krug
Ms. Blossom Leibowitz
Dr. & Mrs. Morris J. LeVine
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Ludin
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Lurie
Mr. & Mrs. George Marks
MMI Dining Systems
Mrs. Donna Perryman
Mr. & Mrs. Saul Rachelson

Mr. & Mrs. Alan D. Schwartz
Mrs. Edie Seligman
Mrs. Sally E. Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Siegel
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Slomka
Mrs. Kathleen A. SmithBuns
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Soble
Dr. & Mrs. David A. Wein
Mr. & Mrs. Otto Weitzenkorn
Ziegler Securities

Mrs. Janet Augenbraun
Mrs. Elaine Belkin*
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin H. Cohen
Ms. Eleanor Davidov
Ms. Anne M. De Marlor
Mrs. Harriet Easton
Mrs. Rita Fishman
Mr. Martin Fleischman
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Giskin
Mrs. Ruth Glickman
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Gofman
Mr. & Mrs. David C. Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gross
Ms. Ann R. Haendel
Mr. Farlen Halikman
Ms. Helen Hameroff
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Jacobs

Jewish Press
Rabbi & Mrs. Gary Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney J. Kovinsky
Mrs. Mirla Kremer
Mr. & Mrs. Blake F. Lenett
Mr. Ted Levine
Rabbi & Mrs. Jacob Luski
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Marantz
Mrs. Ana Masri
Ms. Ettabeth K. Menszycki
Mrs. Betty Morgenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Newman
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Oppleman
R & G Produce
Mr. & Mrs. Cary Reich
Dr. & Mrs. John J. Rinde
Mr. Harry Rosen

Ms. Lilly Salcman
Mrs. Iris W Salzer
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott Samuelson
Mrs. Phyllis D. Schoenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Seiden
Mrs. Beverly Sherman
Mr. Paul J. Skipper
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce P. Smith
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Sternberg
Ms. Doris P. Steuer
Mr. Stuart Casper & Ms. Wilma Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Paul S. Tauber
Mrs. Jean Turner
Ms. Linda Valentino
Ms. Beth Warach
Prof. & Mrs. Robert Weisberg
Dr. Paula Zielonka & Dr. Carl Zielonka

Mrs. Gloria Aronoff
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Bernstein
Dr. Charlene Wygodski & Dr. Steve Bloom
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Conza
Dr. Patricia Cottrille*
Marcy & Scott Daniels
Mr. Stephen Fogel
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Goldfarb
Dr. Myron Graff & Ms. Marjorie Greene
Dr. & Mrs. David H. Gross

Ms. Valerie Hyman
Mr. William James
Mrs. Elaine R. Kaufman
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Lasky
Mr. & Mrs. Mark F. Lewis
Ms. Michelle A. Lynn
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Mack
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Myers
Mrs. Douchka Noren
Dr. & Mrs. David Piper

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Rashkin
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Robbins
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Rosenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Sapperstein
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur E. Schloss
Dr. & Mrs. Harold B. Seder
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Silver
Mrs. Gloria Weinberger
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Weiss
Mr. Donald R. Wingard
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Zaritsky

Friend Member $118+ 

Mr. Marvin Aronovitz
Dr. Bonnie Baker & Mr. Tom Ridgik
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey M. Berman
Mrs. Selma Biller
Mr. & Mrs. Budd M. Bugatch
Mrs. Surelle L. Carter
Mrs. Beryl Coben
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Fabricant
Ms. Audrey R. Greenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Burton A. Hartman
Mr. & Mrs. Milton B. Heilweil

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Hirschfield
Dr. & Mrs. William Hunter
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jones
Mrs. Hani Kahan
Mr. Ronald Lasday
Dr. & Mrs. Erel Laufer
Mr. & Mrs. Leon H. Levinson
Mrs. Lore Lynn
Mr. Carlen Maddux
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Mendelblatt
Dr. & Mrs. Harold Pollack

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Rutenberg
Mrs. Lisl Schick
Judge & Mrs. Ralph Steinberg
Mrs. Deanna Susskind
Ms. Lois H. Verona
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Wegad
Mrs. Sheila Weil
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Wein, Esq.
Ms. Toby Wertheim
Mrs. Mary Wygodski
Dr. & Mrs. Gary Zamore
Ms. Sandra Zucker

Dr. & Mrs. Philip Altus
Mrs. Edie Becker
Mrs. Johanna Bromberg
Mr. & Ms. David S. Delrahim, Esq.
Mrs. Karin Durlacher
Ms. Sylva J. Eichel
Ms. Linda Goldman & 
   Mr. Marvin Hollander

Mr. Herbert Feldman
Mrs. Elinor R. Fishman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Freedman
Mrs. Charlotte Goldberg
Mr. Mark Howard
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Israel
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kass
Ms. Esther L. Klein

Ms. Betty Koteles
Mrs. Arlene Ludin
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Marger
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Mines
Mr. Kenneth Morris & 
   Ms. Katherine Barcia
Ms. Eileen Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Slavney

Mitzvah Member $3,600+ 

Other Membership Gifts $100+ 

Estate of Gabe Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Benstock
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Sher

Ms. Colette Birnbaum
Mr. & Mrs. Alan G. Dee
Mrs. Anne Elozory
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Gastman
Dr. & Mrs. Mark R. Gordon
Dr. & Mrs. Shawn M. Hollander

Dr. & Mrs. Steven M. LeVine
Ms. Renee E. Lipman
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Marder
Mr. David Marger
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Miller,
Estate of Jean Orloff

Mr. & Mrs. Errol Pegler
Mrs. Lois Perwien
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Pinsker
Razoo Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Marc Reiskind
Reuter Hospitality
Mr. & Mrs. Joel H. Shane
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Sokolov
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Wallace

Grand Mitzvah Member $5,000+ 

Golden Mitzvah Member $50,000+ 

silver Mitzvah Member $10,000+ 

Partner Member $2,500+ 

hONOr AND MeMOrY TribUTes

A terrific way to say Thank You  ... 
A special way to remember a birthday or anniversary  ... 
A wonderful way to Memorialize a friend or relative who has passed away ...
A great way to help support our residents at Menorah Manor!
To make an honor and memory tribute, call 727-302-3888
or go to www.menorahmanor.org/donate-today 

Contact Judy Ludin, CFRE,  
chief  development officer,  

today to receive a  
COMPLIMENTARY WILLS GUIDE  

from the Menorah Manor Foundation.
727.302.3704 or jludin@menorahmanor.org

  www.menorahmanorlegacy.org 

Contact Judy Ludin, CFRE,  
chief  development officer,  

today to receive a  
COMPLIMENTARY WILLS GUIDE  

from the Menorah Manor Foundation.
727.302.3704 or jludin@menorahmanor.org

  www.menorahmanorlegacy.org 

Mrs. Gladys Schutz

Anonymous
Ambassador & Mrs. Melvin Sembler

In MEMORY OF
Millie & Leonard Albert
   Ellie & Mitchell LeVine 
Sara & Solomon Erlick 
   Shirlee E. Courtney 
Richard Frost 
   Patricia & Alfred Phillips 
Sylvia Garber

Margo Bentley 
Barbara Goodman 
Nancy Hamburger 
Judy & Gerald Kleinstub 
Barbara Kruger 
Valerie & William Needle 
Neil R. Newberg 
Phyllis & Sidney Rodbell 
Barbara & David Stahura 
Shirley Suttle 
Honey & Howard Workman

Harold Goldberg 
   Anita Kleinfield 
Ann Gruchacz 
   Terry Gruchacz 
Katherine “Kitty” Jacobs 
   Ruth Mauer 
Bill Janes 
   Bonnie & Arthur Berman 
Lila Lawrence 
   Linda & Stanley Reimer 
George Levine 
   Wendy Levine 
Jerry nary

Toby Nastir & Mel Myers 
Marilyn & Bernard Sapperstein

Elaine G. newman 
   Lore Lynn
Lorraine Pepin 
   Robin & Mariele McBride 
Michael Perwien 
   Lois Perwien 
Sadie Possick 
   Evelyn & Milton Smolowitz 
Constance Quider 
   Joanne Bloomer 

Phil Redisch
Dell & Larry Krug  
Joan Redisch  
Linda & Stanley Reimer 
Mindy Siegel 
Sally E. Siegel

Sally Rettman 
   Leila & Michael Eidelman 
norman Rotenberg 
   Donna & Joseph Perryman 
nettie Salzman 
   Francoise Haasch 
Allen R. Samuels 
   Gale & Norma Apple  
   Dorothy J. Rosenbluth-Feinberg 
Jeanette Schrift 
   Hani Kahan 
   Evelyn & Milton Smolowitz 
Roy Siegle

Marilyn Benjamin 
Diane Carney 
Susan E. Daly 
Sandra Jaffe 
Jackie & Barry Kanner 
Dell & Larry Krug 
Mary Ann & Bruce Marger 
Donna & Joseph Perryman 
Annette Raatz 
Linda & Stanley Reimer 
Skidder’s Restaurant

Frank Springle 
   Bay Area Family Practice 
   Gina & Kevin Witt 
Marvin Susskind

Howard Blum 
Dana & Michael Blum 
Harriet Easton 
M. G. Hastings 
Leslie Kirsner 
Dell & Larry Krug 
Marlys & Milton Meckler 
Linda & Stanley Reimer

Pauline Teckler 
   Sharon & Arthur Schloss 
Rosalind Tepper
   Marsha Hirsch 

Bea Unger
Eugenia Duggar 
Duggar Travel  Agency  Inc 
Dell & Larry Krug 
Toby Nastir & Mel Myers 
Marilyn & Bernard Sapperstein 
Sally E. Siegel

Aurora J. Vanderlinden 
   Donna & Joseph Perryman 
John Venere 
   Donna & Joseph Perryman 
 
In HOnOR OF

Marilyn Benjamin 
   Ana Masri  
Moriah Camenker 
   Evan Subar 
Yolanda Conza 
   Christine Johnson 
Jackie Kanner 
   Barry Kanner  
Lee & Marvin Leibson  
   Elaine Kleinmetz 
Dr. David LeVine & Family 
   Ana Masri 
Marilyn LeVine 
   Adele Morris 
Rikki Lewis 
   Ruth Mauer 
Renee Lipman 
   Linda Caplan 
   Debra Levine 
Eric Ludin 
   David Sadowsky 
Stacey & Jeremy Luski 
   Marietta Drucker 
Bruce Marger 
   Sabal Trust Company 
Karen Reich 
   Rabbi Leah M. Herz 
Larry Salzer 
   Claire & Ronald Yogman 
Gladys Schutz 
   Jackie & Bernard Kanner
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163  107th Avenue • Treasure Island, FL 33706 • 727.360.9151
Hours: Mon - Sat 4-10pm • Sunday Closed

Early Dinner Specials 
$12

Served from 4pm to 6pm nightly
(need to be seated by 5:45)

SPECIAL HOLIDAY MENU
Dec. 24 – Dec. 31

(no Early Bird)

thepearlfinedining.com

CATERING & PRIVATE PARTIES
E-mail Catherine for more info:

cateringbychefkarim@gmail.com

OPEN FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Christmas Eve   5 p.m. — 10 p.m.
Christmas Day   noon — 8 p.m.
New Years Eve   5 p.m. — until
~ Reserve your table now ~

OPEN FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS

Christmas Eve   5 p.m. — 10 p.m.
Christmas Day   noon — 8 p.m.
New Years Eve   5 p.m. — until

~ Reservations highly recommended ~

The Jewish Federation of Pinellas and 
Pasco Counties has launched a new way of 
giving that allows community members to 
not only make their donations and pledges 
online but also direct where the gift will be 
used.

Donors can direct their donations to the 
area of impact that is most meaningful to 
them. The designated impact areas include:

• building Jewish identity and culture
• caring for the most vulnerable
• Israel advocacy and education 
• humanitarian programs in Israel and 

around the world. 
There is also an option to “use my gift 

where it is most needed.” 
In addition to giving a gift – whether imme-

diate or as a recurring monthly contribution 
– the new online presence allows supporters 
to make a pledge online, which can be paid 
anytime in the next 12 months. 

“Directed giving empowers our donors 
with choice and the opportunity to act on their 
values by investing in the areas of our work 
that are most meaningful to them,” said Elana 
Gootson, director of development of the 
Jewish Federation. “Our website donation 
page also has an unusual option of allowing a 
pledge as well as a donation. A pledge is just 
a commitment of support that isn’t payable 

until the end of that campaign calendar year.”
Additional giving opportunities of interest 

to many during this time of year is the dona-
tion of appreciated stock, which can provide 
significant tax savings on both income tax 
and capital gains tax. The Federation ac-
cepts donation of stock through the TOP 
Jewish Foundation, and stock donations to 
TOP are facilitated without charge by the 
Abelson Group of Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management. 

The Federation began fundraising for the 
2018 Annual Campaign in October 2017 
and the fundraising will end in the spring so 
the Federation board of directors can then 

allocate the funds raised to the various ben-
eficiary agencies, programming and strategic 
initiatives. Those funds are then collected by 
the end of the calendar year, Dec. 31, 2018. 

“People often get confused because we 
will begin fundraising again for 2019 in 
October, before the 2018 gift is actually due. 
That’s why I recommend giving an automatic 
monthly gift, so you don’t have to worry 
about the year and you know that you are 
always supporting the Jewish community,” 
Gootson said.

Find options for donating online at www.
jewishpinellas.org/donate or call Gootson at 
the Federation at (727) 530-3223.

Federation’s online giving program provides new options for donors

By RON KAMPEAS
JTA news service

WASHINGTON – In announcing U.S. recogni-
tion of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, President Donald 
Trump spoke loud and clear – except when he didn’t.

That’s not to say that Israel and many of its support-
ers weren’t thrilled with what they called the “long 
overdue” acknowledgement by the United States that 

Israel gets to say where 
its own capital is. But 
Trump was cautious, 
celebrating Israel’s 

control of the entire city, yet insisting that he was not 
recognizing Israel’s control of the entire city; taking 
Israel’s side on a decades-long dispute, but also say-
ing that “we are not taking a position of any final sta-
tus issues.”

Here are a few other things the president said and 
didn’t say.

Decision is a significant break from predecessors
Congress recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 

in 1995, but the executive branch until now has taken 
pains – all the way up to the Supreme Court – to resist 
doing the same. In the wake of the 1949 armistice, 
the U.S. administration officially sought international 
status for Jerusalem. After peace talks with the Pales-
tinians began in the early 1990s, the position shifted 
to leaving it up to the sides to decide what the final 
status of the city should be. Since then, Trump’s pre-
decessors have signed twice-yearly waivers keeping 
the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv.

Trump is the first president to unreservedly em-
brace the 1995 law.

“In 1995, Congress adopted the Jerusalem Embas-
sy Act, urging the federal government to relocate the 
American embassy to Jerusalem and to recognize that 
that city – and so importantly – is Israel’s capital,” he 
said. “That is why, consistent with the Jerusalem Em-
bassy Act, I am also directing the State Department 
to begin preparation to move the American embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.”

Trump embraced Israel’s narrative of stewardship
The president seemed to embrace a narrative of Is-

raeli stewardship of the entire city that might have 
been written in the office of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu: It’s not just good for Israel, or 
for the Jews, it’s good for the city and those who love 
it.

“Jerusalem is not just the heart of three great reli-
gions, but it is now also the heart of one of the most 
successful democracies in the world,” Trump said. 
“Over the past seven decades, the Israeli people have 
built a country where Jews, Muslims and Christians, 
and people of all faiths are free to live and worship 
according to their conscience and according to their 
beliefs. Jerusalem is today, and must remain, a place 
where Jews pray at the Western Wall, where Chris-
tians walk the Stations of the Cross, and where Mus-
lims worship at Al-Aqsa mosque.”

That’s not a narrative that Palestinians would coun-
tenance; they say restrictive security measures keep 
Muslims and Christians from easily reaching holy 
sites.

A letter from 13 leaders of Jerusalem churches, rep-
resenting the range of faiths in the holy city, reflected 
a far less rosy picture of interfaith relations there. It 
urged Trump not to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital, saying that tensions in the city argue against 
such a recognition. “The Holy City can be shared and 
fully enjoyed once a political process helps liberate 
the hearts of all people, that live within it, from the 
conditions of conflict and destructiveness that they 
are experiencing,” the letter said.

The announcement sets a precedent for others
Until 1980, a dozen or so nations recognized Jeru-

salem as Israel’s capital and kept embassies in or near 
the city. That year, Israel passed one of several laws 
that claimed the entire city as its capital. Countries 
with embassies in the city, unable to withstand pres-
sure from the Arab world, pulled out.

With a superpower’s recognition of Jerusalem as 
the capital and Trump’s stated intention to move the 
embassy there from Tel Aviv, other countries may be 
less shy about following suit. Indeed, the Czech Re-
public said it now recognizes Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel (and the “future capital of both states,” Israel 
and the future Palestine).

This isn’t the final say on Jerusalem
Once peace talks were launched by Israel and the 

Palestinians in 1993, the U.S. position has been that 
the sides should hash out what the boundaries are in 
and around Jerusalem. Since the Camp David talks in 
2000, the operating presumption among U.S. nego-
tiators has been that Israel and Palestine would share 
the city, with an international arrangement at the most 
sensitive sites in the Old City. In recent years, how-
ever, Netanyahu has insisted that the city will remain 
“undivided” under Israeli control.

“Undivided” and its synonyms did not make an ap-
pearance in Trump’s remarks. Instead, he said, work 
out the borders yourselves.

“We are not taking a position of any final status is-
sues, including the specific boundaries of the Israeli 
sovereignty in Jerusalem or the resolution of contest-
ed borders,” he said. “Those questions are up to the 
parties involved.”

The embassy isn’t going anywhere – for now
Trump, as noted, said he was directing the State 

Department to start planning the embassy’s move to 
Jerusalem. Top aides, speaking the previous evening 
to reporters, said it would take years for such a move 
– perhaps close to a decade – and that no one had been 
scouting for sites.

In fact, shortly after his announcement he signed 
another six-month presidential waiver of the 1995 
law, as his predecessors had done. Reportedly this 
was done to avoid a legally stipulated cut in State De-
partment funding until the new embassy is actually 
open. White House officials told the Guardian that 
previous presidents used the waiver to avoid moving 
the embassy, whereas Trump instructed the start of 
practical work on the mission.

The Temple Mount status quo is ... status quo
“I call on all parties to maintain the status quo at 

Jerusalem’s holy sites, including the Temple Mount, 
also known as Haram al-Sharif,” Trump said.

The status quo on the Temple Mount – holy to Mus-
lims and Jews – right now is that the Wakf, a Muslim 
authority that Israel’s government sees as hyperna-
tionalist, controls access. Jordan also has a say in its 
running.

Netanyahu, who has resisted right-wing members 
of Israel’s governing coalition who want to ease ac-
cess for Jewish worshippers, is all about maintaining 
the status quo. Still, Trump cautioning him to keep it 
that way – and in language that his predecessors have 
used – must sound awfully familiar.

Trump couldn’t resist a dig at his predecessors
“Presidents issued these waivers under the belief 

that delaying the recognition of Jerusalem would ad-
vance the cause of peace,” Trump said, referring to 
the waiver option, renewable every six months, built 
into the 1995 law. “Some say they lacked courage, but 
they made their best judgments based on facts as they 
understood them at the time.”

Got that? Maybe it was a lack of guts, but let’s be 
generous – it may just have been a lack of smarts.

“While previous presidents have made this a ma-
jor campaign promise, they failed to deliver,” Trump 
said. “Today, I am delivering.”

Trump’s Jerusalem decision is a big deal, 
but won’t change much, at least for now

ANALYSIS  
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727.724.7707 | SafetyHarborSpa.com
105 North Bayshore Drive, Safety Harbor

Overlooking the peaceful waters of Tampa Bay, you will discover a one-of-a-kind 
destination rich in history and hailed for exquisite hospitality. Stunning chandelier-lit 
ballrooms glimmer with regal elegance, a lush Tranquility Garden quietly lulls and
the Espiritu Santo Springs enliven the mind, body and spirit. Welcome to a place 

where wishes for a perfect wedding and dreams of a happily ever after flourish.

Awe-Inspiring Waterfront Location on Tampa Bay
Beautiful Ballrooms • Breathtaking Outdoor Spaces

Classic Celebration Tent • 172 Spacious Guestrooms & Suites
Accomplished Culinary Staff • Attentive Personal Service 

Experienced On-Site Wedding Planners
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However, the change in two 
decades of American policy on 
Jerusalem cemented the impres-
sion on both sides that the United 
States was tilting toward Israel. 
With Trump’s team working on a 
peace deal, Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders debated how his decision 
would affect the effort.

The Israelis said their country 
still wants peace and Trump was 
only recognizing the obvious: Is-
rael already controls all of Jeru-
salem, has treated it as its capital 
for 69 years and was never going 
to settle for anything less than an 
acknowledgement that Jerusalem 
is its capital. Whether the Palestin-
ians can also claim parts of Jeru-
salem as their capital remains an 
open question, but that was always 
one of the so-called “final-status 
issues” at the heart of negotiations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said Sunday, Dec. 10, 
during a visit with French Presi-
dent Emanuel Macron that Jeru-
salem was as much Israel’s capital 
as Paris was France’s, and that rec-
ognition of this fact was necessary 
for peace.

“I think that what peace requires 
is to be built on the foundation of 
truth, on the facts of the past and 
on the present,” Netanyahu said. 
“This is the only way that you can 
build a pluralistic and successful 
future.”

More important, Israeli lead-
ers contended, Trump gave the 
Palestinians a long overdue real-
ity check. They said the president 
showed that he would not indulge 
the Palestinians’ attempts to deny 
Israel’s existence.

Netanyahu made that equation 
explicit in a meeting with Euro-
pean foreign ministers in Brussels. 
He likened the Palestinians’ oppo-
sition to recognizing Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital with their refusal 
to accept the existence of a Jew-
ish state, which he has long main-
tained was the primary obstacle to 
peace.

 “I think we should give peace a 
chance. I think we should see what 
is presented and see if we can ad-
vance this peace. But if we have to 
begin it, I would say it’s one place: 
Recognize the Jewish state,” he 
said Monday, Dec. 11, in Brussels. 
“It’s always been about the Jewish 
state. And it’s time that the Pales-
tinians recognize the Jewish state 
and also recognize the fact that it 
has a capital. It’s called Jerusa-
lem.”

Palestinian leaders, meanwhile, 
accused Israel of having no inter-
est in making peace on terms they 
could ever accept. By giving Israel 
something it wants for free, they 
suggested, Trump signaled that he 
would not even try to oppose its 
continued settlement of eastern Je-
rusalem and the West Bank, which 
they said has made nearly impos-
sible the creation of the state the 
Palestinians demand as part of a 
peace deal.

In an op-ed, in The New York 
Times, Hanan Ashrawi, a Pales-

tinian lawmaker and a member of 
the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion’s executive committee, said 
Trump may have “finally put to 
rest the dream of a two-state solu-
tion, which has been on life sup-
port for years already.”

“By rewarding its claim on Je-
rusalem with official recognition, 
Mr. Trump is giving Israel a free 
hand to accelerate its policies of 
creeping annexation of the occu-
pied Palestinian territories and its 
deliberate attempts to erase the 
Palestinians’ historical, political, 
cultural and demographic presence 
in historic Palestine,” she wrote.

Following Trump’s announce-
ment, Saeb Erekat, the Palestinian 
Authority’s chief peace negotiator, 
for the first time endorsed giving 
up on a separate Palestinian state 
and instead pushing for a bination-
al state shared by Jews and Arabs 
– an outcome unthinkable to most 
Israelis.

“Now is the time to transform 
the struggle for one state with 
equal rights for everyone living in 
historic Palestine,” Erekat told Is-
rael’s Haaretz newspaper.

At the same time, Palestinian 
leaders said Trump’s recognition 
of Jerusalem as the capital of Is-
rael showed once and for all that 
the United States was not an hon-
est broker for peace. Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas said in a statement Friday, 
Dec. 8, that the United States was 
no longer fit to oversee the peace 
process. The next day, Abbas’ dip-
lomatic affairs adviser confirmed 
that the president canceled plans 
to meet with Vice President Mike 
Pence this month in Ramallah, the 
Palestinian Authority’s de facto 
capital in the West Bank, because 
of the announcement on Jerusa-
lem.

“There will not be a meeting 
with Pence. The matter is bigger 
than a mere meeting because the 
United States, in its decisions on 
Jerusalem, crossed red lines,” Ma-
jdi al-Khalidi told the P.A. radio 
station.

Palestinian leaders warned that 
with the two-state solution no 
longer viable, their people would 
turn to violence. The Palestinian 
Authority urged protests, and the 
Palestinian terrorist group Hamas 
called for a new intifada, or up-
rising – granted, a call they make 
habitually. A series of rockets was 
launched at southern Israel from 
Gaza, where Hamas governs.

However, by Tuesday, Dec. 12, 
the status quo seemed to remain in 
effect. To ease pressure on Trump 
over his Jerusalem announcement, 
Netanyahu quietly delayed the fi-
nal votes, slated for this week, on 
a bill that would make it harder 
for Israel to hand over any part of 
the city under a future peace deal, 
Israel’s Hadashot TV news report-
ed. Pleased but not ecstatic over 
Trump’s decision, Israelis contin-
ued their daily routines.

In eastern Jerusalem, Gaza and 
the West Bank, a wave of Palestin-
ian demonstrations petered out and 

schools and businesses that had 
closed reopened. Abbas’ foreign 
affairs adviser on Sunday, Dec. 10, 
clarified to The Times of Israel that 
the Palestinians had no plans to cut 
ties with the United States.

 “We are not cutting our relation-
ship with America. We are protest-
ing the move of Mr. Trump,” Nabil 
Shaath said. “We think Mr. Trump 
has acted in a way that makes it 
impossible for the United States to 
act as an honest broker. We are just 
expressing that.”

JERUSALEM (JTA) – David Friedman, the U.S. ambas-
sador to Israel, lit the menorah at the Western Wall in Jeru-
salem for the second night of Hanukkah. Thousands attended 
the ceremony on Dec. 13, one week after President Donald 
Trump announced that the United States would recognize Je-
rusalem as the capital of Israel.

“Some 2,180 years ago, the Maccabees reclaimed this very 
site and restored Jewish ritual to the Second Temple” Fried-
man  tweeted after the lighting ceremony.  “Awed to stand on 
the same hallowed ground.”

Friedman lit the candles accompanied by the Western Wall 
rabbi, Shmuel Rabinovitch; Jerusalem’s chief rabbi, Shlomo 
Amar; and the minister of tourism, Yariv Levin, Ynet reported.

David Friedman, US ambassador to 
Israel, lights menorah at Western Wall

Ambassador Friedman lighting the menorah at the 
Western Wall.
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ONLY online submissions will be accepted. Deadline for submission Jan.15, 2018
One submission per day allowed. 

Jewish Press Online Ticket Contest

Win2Tickets
to American Stage 

in St. Petersburg To see

The winner will be chosen 
from those correctly answering 

the following:
Name the 3 patriarchs or 4 matriarchs

To enter: 
Go to www.JEWISHPRESSPINELLAS.com

A RAISIN IN THE SUN

T he Experience makes you say “O”
• 6661 Central Avenue • 

• 727.381.1212 •

Your Neighborhood Restaurant
& Martini Bar

T he Experience makes you say “O”T he Experience makes you say “O”T he Experience makes you say “O”

Your Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood RestaurantYour Neighborhood Restaurant

T he Experience makes you say “O”

• Critically acclaimed chef

• Creative new American cuisine with a

   Mediterranean flair

• Casually elegant ambiance

• Extensive selection of fine wines & spirits

• Outdoor sidewalk café dining

• “O to Go” gourmet carryout

• Upscale martini bar

• Champagne Sunday brunch

• Wine dinners & monthly Chef table

• Private dining room available (seats 50)

They ran, they skipped, they 
strolled. People from all over Pinel-
las County came to Congregation 
B’nai Israel of St. Petersburg on 
Sunday, Dec. 3, to the third annual 
Chase the Dreidel 5K.  

The number of participants has 
doubled since the race began three 
years ago. Runners say they are 
drawn to the event because it starts 
at 4 p.m. instead of the early morn-
ing, and that it includes a tasty and 
plentiful latke buffet.  

Participants ranged in age from 
8 to 82. Besides the race, the event 
featured a fun run, bounce house 
and crafts for children.

Chase the Driedel 
draws crowd

Community members braved windy 
conditions to light up the first night of 
Chanukah 5778 - 2017 at Surf Style 
on Clearwater Beach, sponsored by 
Chabad of Clearwater. 

Dr. Erel Laufer kindled the “World’s 
First Ever Giant Falafel Menorah,” the 
Clearwater Fire Department dropped 
hundreds of chocolate gelt from their 
ladder truck, Carl Rutenberg enter-
tained on the guitar and Mad Science 
enthralled the kids.  Not to mention, 
the hundreds of latkes, doughnuts and 
falafel participants polished off. 

Clearwater Mayor George Cretekos 
was on hand too to greet the partygo-
ers.

Photos by 

Douglas R. Clifford

Chabad of Clearwater throws Hanukkah beach party

Lenny’sLennys

21220 U.S. 19 North
Just south of Drew St. and north of S.R. 60

727.799.0402

Curing hunger...one meal at a time for 30+ years

Home of the almighty
danish basket!

Best Breakfast
in Clearwater!

s

Serving Breakfast & Lunch Anytime
6am - 3pm ~ 7 days a week

Jewish-style 
deli &

much more!

YOU’LL LOVE 
OUR LATKES!

Happy Chanukah!

Above, The falafel 
menorah “shook like 
a lulav,” in the strong 

winds, according 
to Rabbi Levi 

Hodakov of Chabad 
of Clearwater, as Dr. 
Erel Laufer had the 

honor of lighting the 
menorah on the first 

night of Hanukkah.  
At left, the rabbi and 
others dance on the 

Clearwater Beach 
plaza in celebration 

of the Festival of 
Lights

Kids get an assist picking up chocolate 
gelt dropped from a Clearwater Fire 
department ladder truck. 

Kids and adults 
both get ready to 
Chase the Dreidel. 
The younger set 
participated in a 
fun run while  the 
others took part in 
a 5K through the 
streets of 
St. Petersburg. 
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New
Location!

Alligator Menorah

Visit us on both
sides of the Bay

Hyde Park Village St. Petersburg
1619 W Snow Circle
Tampa, FL 33606

813.831.2111

300 Beach Drive NE
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

727.894.2111

www.shapirogallery.com
You can also shop online

“There is no song we can’t play!”
Klezmer, Israeli, Top 40, Salsa, Jazz, Swing and more.

We also DJ, juggle, do magic, other shtick…

Have Instruments 
Will Travel

Liven up your
Bar or Bat Mitzvah,

or Other Simcha

www.ChaiNotes.com  (646) 303-3125

For a FREE brochure call: 
1-877-573-1337

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

but I’m never alone.
I have 

but I’m never alone.

Diplomatic officials represent-
ing 40 nations will once again hold 
ceremonies in Tampa to honor the 
memory of the millions of lives 
lost in the Holocaust – a tradition 
that Vincent Genovese has upheld 
for the past five years.

The event will take place on 
Sunday, Jan. 21 at 3 p.m. at the 
Italian Club, 1731 E. Seventh 
Ave., Ybor City.

The program is free, but reser-
vations are required by contacting 
vgenovese@IDCFL.ORG. Regis-
tration at the Italian Club begins 
at 2 p.m.

Featured speaker will be Ho-
locaust survivor Betty Greben-
schikoff, author of the memoir 
Once my Name Was Sara, a Story 
of Hope and Survival. The mem-
oir details her family’s flight from 
Nazi Germany just days before her 
father’s anticipated arrest by the 
Gestapo, and her later life grow-
ing up in Shanghai, China, the city 
that became her home. At the time 
of their flight, Shanghai offered 
the only port open to European 
Jews without visas or passports.

In recognition of China’s hu-
manitarian gesture to allow more 
that 20,000 Jewish refugees to 
enter the country during Nazi era, 
the Ambassador Consul General 
of China, Li Qiangmin, based in 
Houston, is schedule to attend to 
receive an award. 

Annette Klein, Consul General 
of Germany, will deliver opening 
remarks. Other speakers will be 
the Lior Haiat, Consul General 
of Israel; Steven Bernstein, chair-
man of Greater Tampa Chamber of 
Commerce; Ambassador Barbara 
Stephenson, president of Ameri-
can Foreign Service Association. 

Also in attendance will be gov-
ernmental, military and religious 
leaders of many faiths and five 
other survivors of the Nazi hor-
ror, escorted by Consuls Gen-
eral of Germany, Canada, France, 
Greece, and the UK.The survivors 
will light candles in the presence 
of the Tampa Central Command 
Honor Guard and the European 
Guard representing Italy, France, 
Germany and the UK, in honor 
of the six million Jews who lost 
their lives. Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
of Sarasota will officiate at the 
candle lighting and Rabbi Carla 
Freedman of Sun City Center will 
lead the mourner’s kaddish. 

Members of the Tampa Bay 
Area Cantorial Association will 
also perform. 

Jan. 27, 1945 marks the Lib-
eration of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
death camp, where 1 million Jews 
were murdered by the Nazis. In No-

vember 2005, the United Nations 
General Assembly resolved that 
Jan. 27 should be observed as a day 
to honor the memory of Holocaust 
victims and encourage the develop-
ment of education programs about 
Holocaust history to help prevent 
further acts of genocide.

Genovese has been organizing 
such an observance for the past 
five years but the event for 2018 
was for a while in jeopardy when a 
rift developed between him and the 
leader of the Tampa Bay Consular 
Corps, under whose banner the 
event was previously held. Sub-
sequently, Genovese formed the 
International Diplomatic Corps of 
Florida (IDCFK) and became its 
executive director. In that capac-
ity he lined up the diplomats and 
consuls representing 40 countries 
to attend the event.

IDCFL is a non-profit organiza-
tion with a mission to host annual-
ly the International Holocaust Re-
membrance Day and offer schol-
arships to university/college and 
high schools students to instill the 
memory of the Holocaust tragedy 
in the minds of future generations 
in order to combat anti-Semitism. 
To fund the annual commemora-
tion and holocaust scholarships, 
IDCFL welcomes donations, con-
tributions and grants to be sent to 
IDCFL, 7217 Gulf Blvd. Suite 14-
145, St. Petersburg, Fl 33706.

6th annual International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day set for Jan. 21

Army Col. Joshua 
Potter, an authority 
on tracking the finan-
cial activities of terror 
groups, drug trafficking 
organizations and trans-
national criminal orga-
nizations, will speak at 
Congregation Schaarai 
Zedek on Thursday, 
Jan. 25 at 7 p.m. on 
U.S. efforts to thwart 
those foes.

Col. Potter works at U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command at Mac-
Dill Air Force Base in Tampa, 
leading the Transactional Threats 
Division. 

The program is part of the 
Schaarai Zedek Brotherhood’s an-
nual Steve Marx Speaker Series. 

The talk is free and open to the 

public, but for security 
reasons no one will 
be admitted without a 
reservation. 

Col. Potter’s work 
deals with how Hez-
bollah and other terror 
and criminal groups 
are funded. He will 
share his personal ex-
periences in coordi-
nating U.S. operations 

against these threats, shedding 
light on the dark world of terror 
and crime. 

The event will include compli-
mentary desserts and a coffee buf-
fet. 

RSVP at www.zedek.rsvp or call 
(813) 876-2377. The synagogue is 
located at 3303 W. Swann Ave., 
Tampa.

Army colonel to speak on 
tracking terror group funding

Col. Joshua Potter



Happy Hanukkah  
from  these

Businesses  
       Professionals &
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POSITION AVAILABLE

COMMUNITY SERVICES
COULD YOUR CHILD USE ANOTHER 
ADULT IN THEIR LIFE? Do you have 
children between the ages 6–17 who would 
benefit from frequent interaction with another 
Jewish adult/mentor? Call the Yad B’ Yad 
Program Coordinator at Gulf Coast Jewish 
Family & Community Services, Deena Silver, 
at (727) 450-7278, for more information.

SERVICES

CLASSIFIEDS ADS
The Jewish Press accepts only pre-paid classified  
advertising. The paper accepts no responsibility for 
services and merchandise advertised, nor screens 
advertisers. All ads must be submitted in writing. 
Mail to PO Box 6970, Clearwater, FL 33758; fax (727) 
530-3039 or e-mail: jewishpress@aol.com  Rates: 
$10 for 15 words, 10¢ each additional word. 

Bat Mitzvah

ACCOUNTANT – SINGER CONSULTING:
Robert Singer, Accountant. Personal & 
Corporate Tax Preparation. Corporate 
Financial Statements. (813) 404-1004   
rsingertampa@aol.com

Organizations

3 Home Visits
$210 NOW $180.00

SAVINGS=$30!
Gift Certificates

Available

FL Lic.#43925

RELAX - RECUPERATE - REHABILITATE

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

POSITION AVAILABLE

VENDORS WANTED: For the Tampa Bay 
Jewish Food Festival.  Feb. 25, 2018 at 
Temple B’nai Israel, Clearwater . Non Judaica 
items are welcome.   Enid Newmark (727) 
712-1333, 251-5524

Y O U T H  A D V I S O R  P O S I T I O N 
AVAILAbLE: 6- 12 grade, Temple B’nai 
Israel.  Salary commensurate with experience 
contact Danig@tbiclearwater.org

JEWISH PRESS has OPENINGS for:
SUMMER INTERNS

College student with journalism 
major  preferred.  Dut ies wi l l 
include writing assignments and 
clerical work. Paid position. Part-
time. Flexible hours. Must have 
transportation. Send resume with 
clips, if available.

Karen Dawkins, managing editor
PO Box 6970,  Clearwater, FL 33758 

email: jewishpress@aol.com.
or  call,  (727) 535-4400 or (813) 871-2332.

TORAH READER: Congregation Beth 
Sholom, Gulfport, FL  for Shabbos and 
holidays. Bernie Wolfson (727) 367-6834

ADVERTISE 
in the 

Business & Professional 
Directory

for as little as $38 per issue.
Call 871-2332

jewishpressads@aol.com

Genealogical Society
Get educated: On Sunday Jan. 14, 

the Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa 
Bay will present several selected recorded 
excerpts from a broad range of educational 
sessions presented at the 2017 International 
Conference on Jewish Genealogy. This 
program will provide an opportunity to hear 
from select conference speakers accompa-
nied by a slide presentation of the material 
– almost like being there. The meeting will be 
at Gulf Coast Jewish Family & Community 
Services, Inc., 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater. 
A social with refreshments begins at 1:30 
p.m., and the featured program starts at 2 p.m. 
The meeting is open to everyone at no charge. 
For more information, call Bruce Hadburg 
at (727) 796-7981.

Young Adults
Improv workshop: #Gather will get 

together to explore the elements of improve 
at a workshop on Wednesday, Jan. 10 from 
7-8:30 p.m. at the Bryan Glazer Family JCC, 
522 N. Howard Ave., Tampa. There will be 
improvisational games, exercises and just 
plain silliness to help you let go and laugh, 
brought to you by American Stage Improv. 
The cost is $18 for JCC members and $22 

for guests. #Gather offers a mix of social 
and interactive activities designed to help 
young adults connect. It is open to young 
adults of all faiths and backgrounds. For 
more information on any #Gather program, 
go to www.bryanglazerfamilyjcc.com/gath-
er or contact Lisa Robbins, Tampa JCCs & 
Federation director of Young Adult Engage-
ment at lisa.robbins@jewishtampa.com or 
(813) 769-4723.

Yoga and brunch: On Sunday, Jan. 14 
from 9-11 a.m. join #Gather in an hourlong 
yoga session, followed by a light healthy 
lunch at the Glazer JCC. The cost is $5 for 
members and $7 for guests. 

Grown-up game night: #Gather will 
host an evening playing games such as Ex-
ploding Kittens, Joking Hazard and Cards 
Against Humanity. Bring your own games 
to play, too. Snacks, beer and more will be 
offered. The event is Wednesday, Jan. 24 
from 7-9 p.m. at the Glazer JCC. This is free 
for members and $5 for guests.

Job-Links
Career counseling: On Monday, Jan. 

8, the topic for the Monday Morning Links 
program is “Setting goals and action steps 
for 2018” and the topic for the Jan. 22 Mon-
day Morning Links session is “Interview 
tips and techniques that work.” These free 
sessions are held from 9:30 - 11 a.m. at the 

Jack Roth Center for Career Development 
at TampaBay-Job-Links, 4100 W. Kennedy 
Blvd., Suite 206, Tampa. Monday Morn-
ing Links is supported by the Vinik Family 
Foundation.

There are also Success workshops on se-
lect Thursdays to aid with job-search skills. 
On Jan. 4, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., the 
topic will be “Mastering chance and transi-
tion.” On Jan. 11 from 9:30 a.m. to noon, the 
topic is “5 steps to negotiate a job offer.” The 
Jan. 25 Success workshop, from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon, is “Getting organized and staying 
on track during your job search.” The work-
shops are free for TampaBay Job-Links full 
program participants and $15 for guests. 
Reservations required for all programs. 

The next series of “Switching Gears” 
workshops will be on Wednesdays, Jan. 
17, 24 and 31 and Feb. 7 from 6:30 - 8:30 
p.m. These are targeted to those in career 
transition. To RSVP, call (813) 344-0200, 
email RSVP@TBJL.org,.

Support groups
Alzheimer’s caregiver group: Me-

norah Manor offers a support group meeting 
in the Samson Nursing Center at Menorah 
Manor, 255 59th St. N., St. Petersburg, on 
the first Thursday of the month from 3:30-
5 p.m. For more information, call Gwen 
Kaldenberg at (727) 302-3750.

Samantha Chaya 
Miller, daughter of 
Marcia and Mitchell 
Miller of Clearwater, 
will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitz-
vah on Saturday, Jan. 
13 at Temple B’nai 
Israel in Clearwater.

Samantha is a 
seventh-grade honors student at St. Paul’s 
School. Active in sports, she plays soccer, 
tennis, volleyball and basketball, along with 
waterskiing, yoga and archery. She also en-
joys reading, cooking and traveling with her 
family. For her mitzvah project Samantha 
started an environmental club at her school.

Samantha’s family will host a reception 
at Temple B’nai Israel on Saturday, Jan. 13.

Special guests will include grandparents, 
Myra and Robert Sann of Clearwater and 
Elaine and Steffan Miller of Princeton Junc-
tion, NJ, along with family and friends from 
Miami, New Jersey, New York, Washington, 
DC, Massachusetts, North Carolina and 
Colorado.

Samantha Chaya 
Miller



BERLIN (JTA) – Hundreds of Holocaust 
survivors around the world participated in an 
inaugural global Hanukkah ceremony meant 
especially for them.

In Jerusalem, New York, Berlin and other 
German cities, the survivors lit candles on 
Thursday night, the third evening of the eight-
day holiday.

International Holocaust Survivors’ Night 
was sponsored by the Conference on Jewish 
Material Claims Against Germany.

In the German capital, about 20 survivors met 
with Bundestag President Wolfgang Schäuble 
in the Reichstag and lit a menorah in the Jewish 
community center.
“They say every person is born with the Leb-
enslicht, the flame of life,” said Berliner Mar-
lene Herzberg, born in 1934 to a Jewish father 
and Christian mother. Herzberg survived be-
cause her mother had her baptized.

“The world should be filled with light,” she 
said.

Rudolf Rosenberg, 92, whose family fled 
Nazi Germany in 1935, ended up in what was 
then Leningrad.

“When it’s dark, you have to fight to bring 
the light back,” he said.

Rosenberg, a retired educator who taught 
Russian in the former East Germany, returned 
to live in Berlin in 1993.

“In my opinion, everyone has experienced a 
miracle at some time in their life,” he said. “For 
me it’s that I fled Berlin at the age of 10, and 
that I am here again.”

According to Greg Schneider, executive 
vice president of the Claims Conference, there 
are some 450,000 survivors living around the 
world, most of them former Soviet citizens 
who like Rosenberg had fled eastward. About 
90,000 who survived concentration camps, in 
ghettos or in hiding are still alive, said Schnei-
der, who participated in the Jerusalem event.

“We need to dedicate at least one night of 
Hanukkah to reminding the world about Ho-
locaust survivors,” Schneider told JTA, add-
ing that he hopes to repeat this next year and 
beyond. The Hanukkah story “resonates with 
their story of resilience; of being powerless – 
you would not believe they could survive – and 
against all odds they come out triumphant and 
rebuild.”

In Berlin, some survivors expressed worry 
about rising anti-Semitism following recent 
street demonstrations where Israeli flags were 

STEVEN APPLEBAUM, 56, of St. 
Petersburg, died Dec. 5. Born in Pa-
terson, NJ, he worked for many years 
as a psychologist. (David C. Gross Fu-
neral Homes, Clearwater Chapel)

ANITA SCHNEIDER KLEINFELD, 
80, of St. Petersburg, died Dec. 10. 
Born in Bayonne, NJ she worked for 
many years as a top level real estate 
professional, earning a stellar reputa-
tion and the admiration and respect 
of her peers. Survivors include her 
sons and daughter-in-law, Howard and 
Patricia Kleinfeld, and Eric Kleinfeld; 
daughter and son-in-law Jill and Stu-
art Meistrich; sister, Judith Bloom; and 
three grandchildren. The family sug-
gests memorials be made to www.love-

shriners.org. (David C. Gross Funeral 
Homes, St. Petersburg Chapel)

PHYLLIS SCHWARTZ, 84, of Clear-
water, died Dec. 11. She was born in 
Brooklyn. Survivors include her hus-
band Milton; son and daughter-in-
law Richard and Barbara Ann Zippin; 
daughter Jill Bryan; sister and brother-
in-law Norma and Martin Hochman; 10 
grandchildren and four great-grandchil-
dren. (David C. Gross Funeral Homes, 
Clearwater Chapel)
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Obituaries are published as a public 
service at no charge in the Jewish 
Press of Pinellas County. information 
published is at the discretion of the 
Jewish Press.

1750 Curlew Road • Palm Harbor • 727.789.2000
CurlewHills.com • CurlewHillsPetCemetery.com

dwd tyb hrwbq tyb
A Sacred Trust

Michael, Mandi, David, Pati and Steven Gross

DaviD C. Gross
Funeral Homes

        6366 Central Avenue
       St. Petersburg Fl 33707

(727) 381-4911
Reform   Conservative   Orthodox

Generation to Generation, 
our reputation for superior service and 
fair pricing has made us the area’s most 
often chosen Jewish funeral provider.

THe JewisH Funeral Homes oF Pinellas & Pasco counTies
830 N. Belcher Road
Clearwater, Fl 33765

Michael, Mandi, David, Pati and Steven Gross

Obituaries

• Community sponsored non-profit 
• Beautifully kept grounds 
• Professional, courteous staff
• Family estate lots available

12905 Wild Acres Rd. Largo, FL 33773
(727) 531-0475 • www.chapelhillmemprk.org

Serving the Pinellas County Jewish Community since 1968

The Jewish Burial Society of Pinellas County Inc. dba Chapel Hill Memorial
Park is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation licensed by the State of Florida

• Hand washing station
• Rock bins available
• Waterfront family estates
• Better pricing than competitors

• 20 new crepe myrtles provided by Jewish Federation grant

Sincerely
yours,

Judy     Ludin

P.S. As always, I’m looking 
forward to hearing about all 
your family simchas. Photos 
are welcome, too. Send infor-
mation to: Sincerely Yours, 
P.O. Box 6970, Clearwater, FL 
33758, or e-mail jewishpress@
aol.com.

Mazel tov!
Little Jacob Ryan Kauff-

man was welcomed into the 
world on Oct. 30, delighting 
his parents Ben and Ciara 
Kauffman of Tampa. Proud 
grandparents are Jay and 
Karen Kauffman of Semi-
nole and Rick and Nancy 
Chapman of Madeira Beach. 
Great-Grandmother Ellen 
Bernstein of St. Peters-
burg is kvelling over great-
grandchild #9.

(L-R) Rabbi Charles Savenor of the Park Avenue 
Synagogue; Rose Feigenbaum, and Leon Levy, 
both Holocaust survivors from Poland; and Claims 
Conference Chief of Staff Arie Bucheister at the first 
International Holocaust Survivors Night in New York 
City on Dec. 14.

Inaugural Survivors’ Night reminds world at 
Hanukkah of their triumph against all odds

burned. The demonstrations came in response 
to President Donald Trump’s pronouncement 
that the United States was recognizing Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital.

“They said that the very aggressive atmosphere 
and demonstrations at the Brandenburg Gate, 
right in front of the chanukiyah there, reminded 
them of 1938,” Rüdiger Mahlo, the Claims Con-
ference representative in Germany, told JTA.

In New York, the Holocaust Survivors Night 
took place at the Park Avenue Synagogue. And 
in Israel, some 300 survivors attended a cer-
emony at the Western Wall.

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel-based Teva Pharma-
ceutical Industries, one of the largest manufacturers 
of generic drugs in the world, will lay off 14,000 
workers as part of a global restructuring, or 25 per-
cent of its workforce.

Teva made the announcement on Thursday, Dec. 
14. The cuts will take place over the next two years, 
with most in 2018, The Associated Press reported.

After the cuts are completed, only 8 percent of 
Teva’s employees will be Israeli, the Israeli business 
daily Globes reported. Teva, based in Petach Tikvah, 
is the country’s largest private sector employer with 
nearly 7,000 employees in Israel. The cuts will reduce 
the number to about 4,000.

Teva stock has fallen 60 percent in the past year. 
The company also took a hit from the expiration of 
its patents on Copaxone, its drug for multiple sclero-
sis, and is struggling under a $35 billion debt from its 

acquisition of Allergan’s Anda generic drug division.
The company said it will be closing or selling plants 

in Israel as well as the United States and Europe.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke 

with Teva CEO Kare Schultz, who was hired six 
weeks ago to turn the company’s fortunes, following 
the announcement.

According to a statement from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office, Netanyahu asked Schultz to minimize the 
damage to Israeli workers, especially in the periphery 
of the country where two Teva factories reportedly 
will close.

Schultz said he would make a “supreme effort” to 
reduce the damage to the company’s employees, the 
statement said.

Netanyahu also asked Schultz to do everything pos-
sible to preserve Teva’s identity as an Israeli compa-
ny, according to the statement.

Israeli drug maker to lay off 14,000 workers

JERUSALEM (JTA) – The fam-
ily of Iraq’s contestant in the Miss 
Universe pageant have left the 
country due to threats to their lives 
over her modeling in a bikini and 
posting on social media photos 
taken with Miss Israel.

Miss Iraq, Sarah Idan, lives in 
the United States and the rest of 
her family has now fled the coun-
try, Miss Israel, Adar Gandelsman, 
told Hadashot news.

During the competition in To-
kyo in November, Gandelsman and 
Idan posed for photos on their re-
spective Instagram accounts. Idan’s 
caption read “Peace and Love from 

Miss Iraq and Miss Israel.”
Gandelsman told Hadashot 

news that Idan said she does not 
regret posting the photos.

“She did it to so that people can 
understand that it’s possible to live 
together,” Gandelsman said. “In 
order for people to see that we can 
connect, in the end we are both hu-
man beings.”

Idan has not removed the photo 
from her Instagram account. Last 
month she defended the photo in 
a post in Arabic on Instagram, the 
Times of Israel reported.

“I want to stress that the purpose 
of the picture was only to express 

Family of Miss Iraq forced to flee country 
after photo posted with Miss Israel 

Miss Israel,  Adar Gandelsman, left, 
and Miss Iraq, Sarah Idan, in a photo 
on Gandelsman’s Instagram page. 

hope and desire for peace between 
the two countries,” she wrote in 
the post.

Idan said the photo does not sig-
nal support for the Israeli govern-
ment and apologized if the photo 
was harmful to the Palestinian 
cause.



nor’s Award to Ross for creation of 
businesses and jobs in Florida and 
presented Milstein with an award 
for StemRad’s work with Space 
Florida and with NASA in the de-
velopment and deployment of the 
AstroRad vest to protect astronauts 
from radiation in space.

“Innovative partnerships like the 
Florida Israel Business Accelerator 
are helping bring global businesses 
to Florida, which ultimately leads 

to more job 
opportunities 
for Florida 
f a m i l i e s , ” 
Gov. Scott 
said, adding 
“… I look 
forward to 
seeing Stem-
Rad’s suc-
cess in the 

Tampa Bay area.” 
“I am pleased to see FIBA being 

recognized by Gov. Scott for the 
good work they are doing to bring 
innovative Israeli companies to 
Tampa Bay,” Vinik said in response 
to Scott’s stop in Tel Aviv. “FIBA 
and its participating companies, in-
cluding StemRad, are an impactful 
addition to our local entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem.”

If anyone can help grow that 
“ecosystem,” it is Vinik, whose 
local real estate company Strategic 
Property Partners is undertaking a 
$3 billion mixed-use project called 
Water Street Tampa that aims 
to revitalize more than 50 acres 
of downtown Tampa in the area 
near Amalie Arena, home of the 
Lightning.

When StemRad became a mem-
ber of the FIBA inaugural cohort 
class, few could have anticipated 
the company’s meteoric rise in the 
U.S. in such a short time. 

“FIBA provided numerous op-
portunities to engage with custom-
er end-users, investors, subject-
matter experts and with various 
professional service providers who 
proved to be an integral part of our 
U.S. launch,” StemRad co-founder 
Milstein said. “If that were not 
enough, the Tampa Jewish com-
munity and broader entrepreneurial 

INVESTMENT
• CONTINUED from FRONT PAGE

All eight of the businesses pitch-
ing their products the day Vinik 
spoke in June were in the first 
cohort (group) of Israeli high-tech 
companies to participate in the 
Tampa Jewish Federation’s Florida 
Israel Business Accelerator (FIBA) 
program. In exchange for giving 
the Federation a small stake in 
the companies, 
FIBA offered 
the companies 
off ice  space 
at the Glazer 
JCC, market-
ing assistance, 
introduction to 
potential inves-
tors and an array 
of other sup-
port efforts aimed to helping the 
companies establish headquarters 
in the Tampa Bay area and launch-
ing markets in the U.S.  With the 
anticipated success of StemRad as 
well as other companies, Federa-
tion officials are hopeful of a huge 
return on their investment.

StemRad is still working out of 
FIBA offices at the Glazer JCC, but 
is expected to open headquarters 
in Tampa in the near term as FIBA 
lines up a second cohort of com-
panies to work out of their offices 
in 2018.

In another sign of local interest in 
the future of StemRad, Jack Ross, 
who had led FIBA since its incep-
tion in 2016, left that organization 
on Sept. 22 and three days later 
became StemRad’s vice president 
of North American operations – 
and made his own investment in 
the company. Ross continues to be 
senior advisor to FIBA on a volun-
teer basis.

The announcement of the invest-
ment by Vinik and others came 
days before Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott recognized the first class of 
FIBA graduates during a reception 
in Tel Aviv on Monday, Dec. 4. 
It was part of Gov. Scott’s week-
long trade mission to Israel, where 
he was accompanied by about 70 
business and education officials. 
Scott presented the Florida Gover-
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MORE HD CHANNELS,
FASTER INTERNET AND 
UNLIMITED VOICE.

Blazing fast Internet is available and can be yours with Spectrum Internet™
With speeds starting at 60 Mbps

 

SPECTRUM INTERNET™
AS LOW AS

$2999
/per mo.
for 12 mos
when bundled*

 

• Speeds up to 60Mbps
• Unlimited data – no data caps

125+ CHANNELS

UNLIMITED CALLING

UP TO 60MBPS

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER

855-738-9969
*Bundle price for TV Select, Internet and Voice is $89.97/mo. for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1. Available Internet speeds may vary by address. WiFi: Equipment, activation and installation 
fees apply. Services subject to all applicable service terms and conditions, subject to change. Services not available in all areas. Restrictions apply. All Rights Reserved. ©2017 Charter Communications.

$8997
/mo each
for 12 mos
when bundled*from

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAYTM

TV, INTERNET AND VOICE

There’s no cost to you! 
CALL (844) 479-9559

INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families fi nd senior living 
solutions that meet their unique needs. Our Advisors are trusted,
local experts who can help you understand your options. Here’s what’s 
included with our free service:

The support you need to fi nd quality
SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

! We’re paid by our partner communities

A dedicated
local Advisor

Full details
and pricing

Hand-picked list
of communities

Help scheduling tours Move in support
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The StemRad radiation shield as shown in 
promotional video

Lance Larson colors his hanukkiah.

Gayle 
Maller, 

religious 
school 

principal  
at Temple 

Ahavat 
Shalom 
in Palm 
Harbor,   

reading a 
story

Guest readers Isabella & Rowan

William raises his hand to answer a question.

Kara Tanner and daughter Lily enjoy the story.

Guest reader 
Barbara 
Bloom, 
director of 
membership 
engagement 
at Temple 
B’nai Israel 
in Clearwa-
ter.

Palm Harbor library Safety Harbor library

The Jewish Federation of Pinellas and Pasco Coun-
ties found a way to make sweet Hanukkah memories 
accessible for many children and families in the com-
munity by holding PJ Library events at local libraries. 
Through the events, the Federation was able to reach 
passionate readers, families with children, and begin a 
year-round relationship with kids, parents and books.

“This is a wonderful way to reach out to members 
of our community who may not know that the Federa-
tion is here, and has great things like the PJ Library 
to offer,” said Maxine Kaufman, director of Arts and 
Culture at the Federation. 

Each program featured latkes and sufganyot (dough-
nuts), story time, the spinning of the dreidel, craft 
projects and special guests plus a Hanukkah gift for 
every child courtesy of the Jewish Federation. Families 
also had the opportunity to sign up for both PJ Library 
for infants to children up to age 8, and PJ Our Way, the 
latest expansion of the book program for kids 9-11.

Events were held on Dec. 14 at the public libraries 
in Safety Harbor and Palm Harbor. In addition to the 
December events, the libraries are adding PJ Library 
content to their circulation so readers can learn about 
Jewish holidays and more, year round. 

Federation creates December to remember with PJ Library events 
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Menorah Manor Guild
You’re Invited by the

$40.00 per person

Reserve your spot by mailing your 
menu choice & a check payable to the

Menorah Manor Guild or 
paying online at 

www.menorahmanor.org/vinoy-event

Thursday, January 11 at 10:30 AM
Vinoy®  Renaissance

501 5th Ave NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Consider being a sponsor at one of  these levels, which includes lunch, tour, recognition at the luncheon, and recognition in the Jewish Press:

$72 Supporter$118 Mitzvah Maker$154 Champion 

For more information, please call (727) 302-3888 or email info@menorahmanor.org

 Join the Menorah Manor Guild for a docent-led tour of the historic 
Vinoy® Renaissance St. Petersburg Resort & Golf Club, followed by a 

delicious three-course lunch in the dining room.

Proceeds will be used to purchase new therapeutic activity supplies to 
enhance the lives of the residents in the Bresler Alzheimer’s Program.

Free on-site valet parking or free self-parking is available.

Gifts for the Holidays

FloridaOrchestra.org 
727.892.3337 or 1.800.662.7286

Gifts for the HolidaysTICKETS ON SALE NOW

O R C H E S T R A
THE FLORIDA

Tampa Bay Times Masterworks  
Jahja Ling 
Conducts Beethoven 
Jan 5 - 7 Sunday Matinee! 
Raymond James Pops 

Rodgers & Hammerstein 
Jan 12 & 13 Saturday Matinee 

Tampa Bay Times Masterworks  
Dvorak’s Cello Concerto 
Jan 19 - 21 Sunday Matinee! 
Video Game Concert 

Distant Worlds: 
music of FINAL FANTASY 
Jan 26 & 28

JewishPressDec16.indd   1 12/1/2017   4:10:27 PM

community embraced StemRad as 
if we were family. With FIBA, we 
found a trusted partner.”

Milstein invented the 360 
Gamma, the world’s first 
wearable protective radiological 
shield. After the March 2011 
Fukushima nuclear disaster, 
he saw an immediate need for 
those first responders. Utilizing 
his PhD studies in bone marrow 
transplantation and anti-radiation 
models, Milstein developed a 
wearable vest to protect people 
from harmful gamma radiation. 

While complete body coverage 
would be impractical due to how 
much it would weigh, the StemRad 
vest is a practical solution for those 
who need to move about, while 
still shielding “the bone marrow 
and other stem cell rich organs in 
the abdominal and pelvic regions 
such as the ovaries, colon and 
bladder,” the company’s website 
states, “This is the only way to 
provide meaningful protection 
while remaining mobile.”

StemRad makes a civilian 
product for just under $2,900, Ross 
said, declining to name prices of 
the company’s other products. 

StemRad’s first responder 
protective shield for military, 
nuclear plant workers and first 
responders includes Kevlar and 
fire protection and dosimeters to 
measure levels of radiation. These 
products are already in use and 
the U.S. Army is doing tests to 
confirm its protective capabilities 
and to study when and where it 
might be used, Ross said, adding 
that a finding is due soon that 
could make it eligible for the U.S. 

military to purchase them. By 
law, if the military wants to buy 
them, they have to be made in the 
United States. To that end, Ross 
said StemRad is in advanced talks 
with a manufacturing company in 
Tampa. 

Meanwhile the FBI is testing 
a lighter weight shield that only 
protects one side of the body at 
a time – to be used by agents 
approaching suspected bombs. 

The AstroRad vest for protecting 
astronauts from radiation has 
been chosen to be tested on the 
next unmanned orbiting moon 
mission in 2019 – a project of the 
German and Israeli space agencies 
and NASA. Also, StemRad and 
Lockheed Martin are working on 
a project to send AstroRad vests to 
the Internationl Space Station next 
year for astronauts to wear and 
they will be the first component at 
the space station to bear an Israeli 
flag, Ross said.

“This is key technology to 
allow humans to go into deep 
space,” Ross said, adding that the 
AstroRad vest was made for use 
on NASA’s manned mission to 
Mars, set to happen in the 2030s. 

While StemRad has received 
the most high-profile support, it 
is not the only success story to 
come out of FIBA’s first cohort of 
companies.

FIBA Executive Director Rachel 
Feinman gave an update on some 
of the other first cohort companies:

   • Tevatronic just signed its 
first deal with a local Tampa 
Bay farmer and is in discussions 
with a locally based reseller. The 
company developed a system 
aimed at taking the guesswork 

out of irrigation and fertilization 
for farmers by using an algorithm 
to decide when to start and stop 
irrigation of their fields.

• EProc is a company that uses 
information technology services 
to help save companies time and 
money. EProc signed its first 
contract with a global business 
process outsourcer located in 
Tampa and is in active discussions 
with others in Tampa. They have 
also signed a deal with a local 
reseller. 

• Blazepod has just started 
manufacturing its product 
and is fulfilling orders from 
two successful crowdfunding 
campaigns. Once that is complete, 
FIBA will begin to identify local 
strategic partnerships for the 
company. Blazepod makes an 
interactive and reactive fitness 
product that measures fitness 
results by reaction time, helping 
people get out of the monotonous 
gym routine.

• Weissbeerger is a beverage 

data analytics technology company 
that gives restaurants, breweries 
and bars a real-time understanding 
of their market in order to optimize 
pricing, manage inventory, and 
create unique promotions and 
experiences for the consumer. The 
company is in discussions with an 
international restaurant chain and 
a national concessionaire, due to 
introductions from FIBA. 

• SkySapience is a defense 
and communications technology 
company that has created a tethered 
hovering platform that can support a 
variety of large payloads and used in 
multiple ways such as border control, 
military surveillance, agriculture/
national park monitoring and 
mass event monitoring. FIBA has 
succeeded in getting SkySapience 
entered into the SOCOM 
procurement database. This “makes 
the company accessible to all of the 
individuals and teams at SOCOM 
and other parts of the army looking 
for solutions to procure,” Feinman 
said.

“We are working with our Israeli 
partners to market Tampa Bay as a 
global landing pad for business so 
we can welcome more high-tech, 
high-paying jobs for Tampa Bay 
families,” Feinman said. “I am 
proud of the success of our first 
class of graduates and look forward 
to seeing their continued growth 
and commitment in Florida.”

FIBA is currently reviewing 
candidates for the next cohort, 
with plans for those companies to 
set up offices at the Glazer JCC in 
February and go through the same 
sort of launch process the initial 
eight companies did. 

“Companies that are a good 
fit for the FIBA launch program 
have a product/technology that is 
ready for market, preferably with 
a customer-base in Israel or other 
countries and resources allocated 
to activities surrounding launch of 
the product in the US market,” a 
FIBA news release states. 

To date the state has provided 
$1.4 million in funding for FIBA.

The Florida Israel Business Alliance 
based at the Bryan Glazer JCC in Tampa 
is not the only entity seeking to form ties 
with Israeli companies in hopes of helping 
those companies establish a market in the 
U.S. and create jobs and commerce in the 
Sunshine State.

A new organization, the Israel-Florida 
Innovation Alliance (IFIA), was recently 
created with a mission to help Israeli inno-
vation companies pick Florida as their U.S. 
headquarters, serving as a gateway for ex-
pansion into U.S. and Latin America mar-
kets.

IFIA was recently formed through a part-
nership of StartUp Nation Ventures with the 
Israel Innovation Authority. That partner-
ship was recently recognized in Tel Aviv as 

part of Florida Gov. Rick Scott’s business 
development mission to Israel.

“This agreement will provide vital re-
sources to entrepreneurs and drive inno-
vation forward in both Israel and Florida. 
In Florida, our focus on cutting taxes and 
reducing burdensome regulations has cre-
ated a business-friendly environment so job 
creators can succeed, and we are proud to 
welcome and support the growth of Israeli 
small businesses,”  Scott said. 

Through the new alliance:
• StartUp Nation Ventures is a crowd-

funded organization that will invest up to 
$500,000 in select Israeli innovative compa-
nies and provide them with strategic, opera-
tional, and professional support. The capital 
investments aim to accelerate U.S. market 

penetration through public/private part-
nerships. This framework provides these 
ventures with products/solutions analysis, 
testing,  licensing and growth of these new 
established Florida based operations.

“Our growing public/private partner-
ship ecosystem will help these promising 
early-stage companies test, adapt, and vali-
date their solutions for the U.S. and Latin 
American markets, ultimately, helping our 
largest employers pursue market opportu-
nities and leverage disruptive innovations 
to solve the most pressing industry needs,” 
said Vicki Rabenou, originally from Jeru-
salem who served as FIBA’s first CEO, but 
left and co-founded StartUp Nation Ven-
tures in 2017.

• Israel Innovation Authority (“IIA”), an 

FIBA not the only venture in Florida to mine Israeli talent Israel government ministry, may award 
research and development grants up to 
$250,000 to support the scaling and ex-
pansion of Israeli innovation companies’ 
products/solutions into the U.S., and 
Latin America markets. The IIA provides 
a three-month due-diligence process for 
grant applicants, awarding up to 50 percent 
of the company’s research and develop-
ment costs.

“We’re excited to build upon the existing 
relationship with the state of Florida and 
the very successful, ongoing initiative with 
the Space Florida Partnership,” said Aharon 
Aharon, Israel Innovation Authority CEO. 
“We will continue to strengthen the alliance 
between the state of Florida and the state of 
Israel with joint activities to advance inno-
vation and economic development for the 
benefit of the two states.”

• CONTINUED from PREVIOUS PAGE



Hearshen said “When kids heard 
the word rabbi, for some of them, 
their eyes lit up.”

In addition to the items the group 
brought, Rabbi Hearshen said the 
congregation raised about $10,000 
for relief for victims of hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma and Maria. He said 
most of that money will go to Maria 
victims.

A small portion of that money 
went to help a young boy and his 
sister in Dorado that the Rodeph 
Sholom group met on their first 
full day in Puerto Rico. The group 
had gone to paint a flood damaged 
house occupied by a mother, grand-
mother and two small children. 
They discovered the children were 
not in school because the boy’s 
shoes had been stolen. They took 
the kids to a store and bought them 
shoes and toys.

On the second day, the group 
partnered with the Chabad of 
Puerto Rico to distribute aid in Toa 
Alta, a town about 18 miles inland 
from San Juan. 

“We watched as people came 
down from their small towns to 
stand in line and we handed out 
goods to over 130 families. They 

PUERTO RICO
• CONTINUED from FRONT PAGE
signaling roof damage, Rabbi 
Hearshen said “You hear genera-
tors running all hours of day and 
night,” he said, adding that the 
streetlights and traffic lights are 
still not working in the city, making 
driving conditions hazardous. 

Although other parts of the is-
land are reportedly in much worse 
shape, Rabbi Hearshen still saw a 
number of downed power lines and 
one bridge that was washed out. 
Cell phone use and the ability to 
use credit cards, as well as water 
supplies in some areas, were spotty, 
he said.

Even in areas they visited around 
the capital, many homeowners had 
not cleaned up debris and damaged 
parts of their homes in fear that if 
they did, they might not qualify for 
FEMA assistance, which is slow in 
coming to many people.

A family from Puerto Rico with 
a child at Hillel Academy in Tampa 
helped Rabbi Hearshen and his 
group make a list of what sort of 
supplies were needed before the 
group left for the island. Members 
of the relief group stuffed suitcases 
with first aid supplies, batteries, 
water purification systems, diapers, 
shampoo, toothpaste, clothing, 
hats, and other items. Southwest 
Airlines officials were kind enough 
not to charge a fee when some bags 
exceeded weight limits.

On the day the group arrived, 
they delivered some of the items 
they brought along to a Catholic 
convent that also housed a senior 
living facility, and heard that after 
two months without power and 
running water, both services had 
just been restored. 

Asked what sort of reaction he 
got as a Jew from folks on a pre-
dominantly Catholic island, Rabbi 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2018  •  BRYAN GLAZER FAMILY JCC
522 NORTH HOWARD AVENUE, TAMPA, FLORIDA 33606
6:30 PM COCKTAILS  •  7:15 PM PROGRAM

THE CARDOZO & MONTEFIORE SOCIETIES OF TAMPA BAY &
THEIR CHAIRS, HAL HERSHKOWITZ AND BONNIE WISE
CORDIALLY INVITE ALL COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO ATTEND A RECEPTION AND PROGRAM EXAMINING

ETHICAL BEHAVIOR THROUGH A JEWISH LENS:
CONTENDING WITH ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL ISSUES

Barry Kanner
Cardozo Society Leadership Award

Recipient of  Pinellas

Sam Linsky
Montefiore Society Leadership Award 
Recipient of  Tampa

FOR THEIR STEADFAST COMMITMENT TO THE LEGAL AND FINANCIAL SERVICES COMMUNITIES & FEDERATION,
THE TAMPA BAY CARDOZO AND MONTEFIORE SOCIETIES LEADERSHIP AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED TO 

FREE TO ALL DONORS OF EITHER FEDERATION • $25 NON-DONORS • RSVPS ARE NECESSARY
RESERVATIONS CAN BE MADE THROUGH BOTH THE TAMPA JEWISH FEDERATION OR THE FEDERATION OF PINELLAS AND PASCO COUNTIES

JEWISHTAMPA.COM/813.739.1687  •  JEWISHPINELLAS.ORG/727.530.3223
SPONSORED BY:

The group from 
Rodeph Sholom 
dropping off supplies 
and blankets to 
nuns at Hogar Santa 
Teresa Jornet, a 
convent and senior 
center. (L-R) Vanessa 
Cohn, Michael 
Edgerley, Rabbi 
Josh Hearshen, 
David Magness, 
Michael Leeds, Lynne 
Winderbaum and 
Michael Sinnreich.

received food. They received 
medicines. They received batter-
ies. And they received so much 
more. But the greatest thing they 
received was the gift of hope and 
love. We showed them we cared 
and we showed them that there will 
be light at the end of this tunnel,” 
Rabbi Hearshen wrote in a letter to 
congregants.

Later the same day, they helped 
repair a community center that 
features a theatre program where 
kids get second chances when they 
have had legal problems.

The third day the group went 
south of Loiza to help a fam-
ily remove destroyed belongings 
from the bottom floor of their 
house, which had been flooded by 
more than 5 feet of water. Rabbi 
Hearshen noted that a lot of fam-
ily items and memorabilia was 
destroyed. 

“Their 13-year-old son’s child-
hood was in shambles. His PlaySta-

tion had been destroyed and so we 
went and bought him a new tablet 
on which he could play games. We 
wanted to help them make new 
memories.” he wrote.

The group also visited Sharei 
Zedek, a Conservative synagogue 
in San Juan, where they learned 
about that organization and “every-
thing that they went through these 
past months.”

The rabbi said that although the 
synagogue did not suffer substan-
tial damage, it is in financial peril 
as it has cost about $60,000 in fuel 
to keep a generator going since the 
hurricane.

Rabbi Hearshen said the island 
had “been hit by a one-two punch” 
– the hurricane on top of the already 
existing widespread poverty. But 
the rabbi said one thing that struck 
him again and again was the spirit 
of the Puerto Rican people, their 
hope and drive.

“All around the island we (saw) 

the words in Spanish ‘Puerto Rico 
rises,’” Rabbi Hearshen said, then 
praised the people for their “strong 
and uplifting spirit.” He wrote to 
his congregation, “It was such a 
beautiful thing to see that Puerto 
Rico is rising up again and we are 
part of that work.”

Already Rabbi Hearshen is plan-
ning on taking a group back to the 
island next year, perhaps as part 
of a Habitat for Humanity project. 

As he told his congregation, “The 
concept of tzedakah is not about 
charity nor is it about choice, it is 
all about justice and all about obli-
gations. We are not going beyond 
the call. We are heeding the call as 
we all should be… We cannot sit 
around in Tampa or wherever we 
are and wait for others to help; it is 
our job and our responsibility to be 
the help. When one person is suffer-
ing we all must feel that suffering 
in our cores and cry for them and 
work with them.”

Michael Leeds handing out relief 
supplies in Carolina
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