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We are thrilled to announce 
the Hershorin Schiff  Com-
munity Day School recently 

signed a long-term lease with The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. 
The school plans to move to The Larry 
Greenspon Family Campus for Jew-
ish Life in June 2021 and commence 
its educational programming with the 
2021-22 school year.

Community Day is a pluralistic 
Jewish day school based in Sarasota-
Manatee that currently serves about 
240 children from early childhood 
through 8th grade. It off ers an inclusive 
and rigorous Jewish and secular curric-
ulum that is infused with Jewish val-
ues, traditions and Hebrew language 
instruction. Community Day welcomes 
students of all faiths and backgrounds 
who become lifelong learners, and are 
committed to tikkun olam (repairing the 
world). The school is the only Jewish 
day school in the area that’s accredited 
by both PRIZMAH: Center for Jewish 
Day Schools and the Florida Council 
of Independent Schools.

Both the Federation and Com-
munity Day share a deep respect for 
Jewish values, Israel, interfaith dia-

logue and diversity. This arrangement 
will bring youth, vitality and enhanced 
Jewish culture to the Greenspon cam-
pus, particularly in connection with 
some of the new programs and initia-
tives currently being contemplated as 
part of the overall campus renovation 
and revitalization.

Michael Ritter, Federation presi-
dent, observed that “many of us come 
from other communities where there 
are strong and mutually benefi cial rela-
tionships between Federations and lo-
cal Jewish day schools. Throughout the 
U.S. and the world, these 
schools play an essential 
and unique role in Jewish 
continuity by preserving 
our values and traditions 
for both current and future 
generations.”

Mitch Blumenthal, co-
chair of Community Day, 
says, “With this move, 
we anticipate continued 
growth and opportunities in 
a larger operating environ-
ment, rich with cultural arts 
off erings, a strong Israel 
connection, sports facilities 

and other community organizations. 
We are confi dent this will also serve 
to benefi t our overall community, in-
cluding our children, now and in the 
future.”

A Campus Utilization Committee, 
led by Ian Black and Randon Carvel, 
has been convened by the Federation to 
begin the overall planning and devel-
opment of the 32-acre campus. 

For more information, please email 
Howard Tevlowitz at htevlowitz@
jfedsrq.org or Dan Ceaser at dceaser@
communityday.org.

 Families raising Jewish children 
in the Sarasota-Manatee area 
will now have more opportu-

nities to participate in Jewish life, 
thanks to a grant recently awarded by 
PJ Library, the fl agship program of the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, which 
provides free books to families raising 
Jewish children all over the world. 

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee received $15,000 to 
start the Kesher SRQ Program, an 
initiative of PJ Library. The program 
is designed to build social connections 
among families and engage them in 
Jewish life, programming and learn-

ing. They range from ongoing neigh-
borhood meet-ups to Shabbat-themed 
workshops and dinners. 

“We’re honored to receive this 
grant and thrilled to be part of the 
global PJ Library community,” says 
Andrea Eiff ert, the Federation’s teen 
and family program coordinator. “By 
moving PJ families through an engage-
ment cycle, we feel it will deepen their 
connections to each other and to their 
Judaism.”

Eiff ert explains that the grant al-
lows the Federation to hire two Com-
munity Connectors who will work 
10 hours a week meeting with area 

families and learning about their en-
gagement habits, interests, demograph-
ics and needs. Ultimately, they will 
form micro networks comprised of 
four to six families possessing similar 

Andrea Eiff ert and PJ Library helper Tara Ullman
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Suzanne Lutkoff: Finding a home for past, present 
and future generations

Local women deepen their connection 
with Israel and Judaism
By Amanda Emory, Mimi and Joseph J. Edlin Journalism Intern

Amanda Emory

For the past two years, Jewish 
women who live in the Sarasota-
Manatee region have been given 

the opportunity to visit Israel. This has 
been made possible through The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
and the Jewish Women’s Renaissance 

Program (JWRP). 
JWRP works with 
a wide spectrum 
of Jewish commu-
nity organizations 
around the coun-
try. Its mission is to 
“empower women 
to change the world 

through Jewish values that transform 
ourselves, our families and our com-
munities.” 

Gisele Pintchuck, JWRP/Federa-
tion City Leader, has staff ed JWRP-
Federation trips to Israel for the past 
two summers. “JWRP is a personal, 
profound and transformative experi-
ence,” she says. “It’s extremely re-
warding to witness each participant 
fall in love with Israel, acquire a mean-
ingful connection with the land and 
discover a deeper connection with her 
Jewish identity.” 

In July, our Federation, in partner-
ship with JWRP, organized the second 
trip to Israel for local women. Two of 
the women who attended this tour, Lin-
da Hoff berger and Lauren Glassman, 
spoke about their experiences and the 
impact it had on them. 

Li nda shared how important she 
feels it is for other Jewish women to 
participate in this program. “Before 
this trip, I didn’t know much about Is-
rael or have any sentimental feelings 
toward it. After immersing myself in 
the culture and learning the history, I 
have a stronger connection to Juda-
ism and the Israeli people. As a family, 
we’re working together to strengthen 
our connection to the Jewish experi-
ence.” 

Lauren shared that one of the most 
important experiences for her was vis-
iting the Western Wall during Shabbat. 
“The energy from everyone there gave 
me an overwhelming sense of peace,” 
she says. “Seeing a diverse group of 
people dancing and praying together is 
something I’ll never forget. I could feel 
the connection to the people, whether 
they were IDF soldiers, tourists or Is-
raelis. I hope my family will experi-
ence this with me one day. The passion 
from that moment is something I have 
shared with them.”

Mary Collier participated in the 
Federation’s inaugural trip to Israel in 
the summer of 2017. I recently caught 
up with her to fi nd out how the trip 
impacted her sense of Jewish identity 
and how she has integrated those ex-
periences into her life. Born and raised 
in the Sarasota area, Mary has three 
daughters who are all under 12. She 
spoke about her experiences and some 
of her favorite memories while on the 
trip, and refl ected on her “aha” mo-
ment in a letter she wrote a year ago. 
“The joy and pride the Israeli people 
have in the support and sacrifi ces they 
have made to make this land prosper 
is the greatest takeaway for me,” she 
wrote. “Yes, there have been losses, 
even friends and children, but the joy 
of being in their homeland is undeni-

able. They have risked so much 
for a Jewish state, and they also 
improve and maintain this land 
with so much respect.” 

She also feels that the experi-
ence has had a meaningful impact 
on her family. “Our Jewishness 
is defi nitely a part of our family 
identity,” she says. “I think the trip 
has strengthened that bond, but we 
also have close ties to our synagogue, 
our children attend religious school, 
and our two oldest attend a Jewish 
summer camp.” She says that the trip 
also helped to redefi ne her perspective 
and world view. “I feel a stronger need 
to be an advocate for Judaism in our 
community, for my children and for Is-
rael. Refl ecting on the sacrifi ces Israe-
lis make every day for the freedom and 
joy they have in their Jewish heritage 
gives me inspiration and courage to try 
to make a diff erence here. I have be-
come more involved at the Federation 
by completing the leadership program, 
Yesod, and am now joining the Com-
munity Relations Committee. I look 
forward to my future involvement at 
the Federation and I am truly grateful 
for the life-changing opportunity given 
by its funding for the JWRP trip.” 

The Federation is organizing a 
third trip to Israel next summer for 
local Jewish mothers. JWRP also has 

men’s trips to Israel for Jewish fathers, 
and the Federation is working to orga-
nize a men’s trip. 

Interested in participating? JWRP 
has three primary qualifi cations: 1) The 
experience is designed for Jews who 
are not Sabbath observant; 2) They 
must have children at home under the 
age of 18 who are being raised Jewish; 
3) Participants must be physically and 
emotionally healthy. See the ad below 
for Open House dates.

To learn more, please contact 
Gisele Pintchuck at 941.706.0029 or 
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org.
Amanda Emory is a recipient of the 
Joseph J. Edlin Journalism Intern 
Scholarship, a program funded by the 
late Miriam Edlin in memory of her 
husband. Amanda is pursuing a bach-
elor’s degree in communications with 
a concentration in public relations at 
Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort 
Myers.

Local women on the JWRP-Federation trip form a Jewish star at the Kotel Local women on the JWRP-Federation trip atop Masada

Dr. Steven 
Derfler, Ph.D.

Since their discovery in the desert caves of Qumran in 1947, the 
Dead Sea Scrolls have been a source of fascination and debate. 
Over this four-lecture series you will learn about the isolated, 

ascetic community that created and secreted these documents long 
ago, and about the cloak-and-dagger exploits of the archaeologists who 
recovered them. Then explore what these rare documents tell us about 
the emergence of Judaism and Christianity in the ancient world.

Tuesday, January 15  |  Tuesday, January 22  |  Tuesday, February 5  |  Tuesday, February 12

All lectures are held at 10:30am on The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life at  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, 580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL

For more information and to register, go to 

JFEDSRQ.org/ClubFedLS

CLUBFED
Lecture Series
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www.jwrp.org

You’re
  Invited!

A Special JWRP Event for the
Sarasota-Manatee Community
The Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project was founded in 
2008 with the mission of empowering women to change 
the world through Jewish values. Its major project is 
‘Momentum,’ a nine-day, highly-subsidized, life-changing 
journey to Israel experienced by over 10,000 women from 
142 partner organizations and 26 countries.

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is excited to 
partner with JWRP to grow the momentum in our community. 
Join us for a special event, featuring JWRP Board Member, 
Andrea Mail, and also hear first-hand experiences from our 
2017 and 2018 trip participants.

• • •

OCTOBER 29, 2018 AT 7:00 PM
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee’s 
The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life 
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL

OCTOBER 30, 2018 AT 10:00 AM
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee’s 
The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life 
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL

RSVP
Gisele Pintchuck
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0029

If You Answered, “YES!”
This Program Is For You!

Jewish Women’s Rennaisance 
Project (JWRP) was founded in 
2008 to empower women 
to change the world 
through Jewish values. 
‘Momentum,’ is an eight-
day, highly-subsidized, 
life-changing journey to 
Israel experienced by over 
10,000 women from 180 
partner organizations and 26 
countries.

Join us for an Open House. You will hear from 
JWRP Board Member, Andrea Mail, and 2017-2018 trip 
participants, and learn about the Summer 2019 program.

OPEN HOUSE DATES: 
OCTOBER 29, 2018 AT 7:00 PM OR 
OCTOBER 30, 2018 AT 10:00 AM
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life 
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL

FOR MORE INFO & TO RSVP
Gisele Pintchuck
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0029

REGISTER AT JFEDSRQ.org/Events

You’re
  Invited!

Are You a Mother Raising 
Jewish Children?
Do You Have a Child 
Under 18 at Home?
Would You Like to 
Go to Israel?

?
?
?
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Helene Feo, Michelle Mallitz, Rachel Star-Cappelli 
and Michelle Colburn at a winery in Israel

Suzanne Lutkoff: Finding a home for past, present 
and future generations

Stories of LIFE & LEGACY 

TM

LIFE & LEGACY™ is a partnership of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and 10 local Jewish organizations that 
promote after-lifetime giving to benefi t synagogues, social service organizations, 
Jewish day schools and other Jewish entities. Legacy donors, such as the one fea-
tured in the story below, are helping to secure the future of our Jewish community 
for generations to come.

By Sandy Chase

An accomplished pianist and 
successful Realtor, Suzanne 
Lutkoff ’s connection with 

Temple Beth Israel (TBI) on Long-
boat Key – and Sarasota Jewish life – 
harks back to 1974 when she and her 
late husband, David, moved here from 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Today, over 40 years later, Suzanne 
continues to bolster the temple. Rabbi 
Stephen L. Sniderman and others at-
test to her remarkable commitment. 
H. Murray Blueglass, the congrega-
tion’s president, calls her “our hero.”

“We had joined Temple Emanu-El 
but attended services with members 
of Temple Beth Israel in the meeting 
room above the bank, with Rabbi Shul-
man offi  ciating. It’s with a great deal 
of fondness that I remember services at 
St. Mary Star of Sea Catholic Church 
on Longboat Key, where the priest and 
members were sensitive enough to 
cover the cross for us.”

Having moved from Temple Ema-
nu-El, she and David became founding 
members of TBI, a more convenient 
location. 

Their support didn’t end there. 
Praising the Lutkoff s, Rabbi Sni-

derman says, “They’ve been dedicated 
leaders. Both she and David served 
on many committees and boards. A 
regular at our services, Suzanne makes 
knowledgeable and inspiring comments 
during our Torah discussions. It’s a 
pleasure that she’s our congregant.”

Over the years, she and David have 
been the bedrock of the temple:

  They both chaired the bar and bat 
mitzvah celebration committee

  David was president of the men’s 
club, chairing many events 

  Suzanne chaired long-range plan-
ning and membership committees

  Suzanne presided over Beth Israel 
Women, a support system for the 
various functions and celebrations 
enjoyed by all TBI members

  Suzanne chaired the endowment 
committee for several years 
“Once again I’m serving on the 

board, raising my voice on issues vital 
to the life of TBI. It seems only natural 
to support a synagogue to which David 
and I have given so much of our time 
and love.” 

What’s also natural to Suzanne 
is supporting TBI fi nancially. “If TBI 
were to thrive, there had to be the kind 
of support created by long-term fund-
ing. What better way to ensure its lon-
gevity than to leave a legacy gift. There 
has been a gift to TBI in my will ever 
since the temple’s inception.” 

Everyone at TBI is grateful to 
the Lutkoff s, recognizing them with 
plaques on the temple’s Wall of Honor. 

Blueglass captures that gratitude 
and says, “Bravo and mazel tov to Su-
zanne Lutkoff , a distinguished, found-
ing member, who with her husband has 
helped to create a Jewish center for 
learning and living on Longboat Key. 

They are remembered, appreciated and 
acclaimed by generations of our con-
gregation.” 

Defying physical limitations, Su-
zanne continues to contribute her time 
and energy to this Jewish home.

Blueglass explains, “She attends 
Friday night services in her special re-
served seat. As a member of the ritual 
committee and Board of Trustees, Su-
zanne is nothing short of amazing.”

A staunch supporter of her faith, 
Suzanne also maintains an out-of-state 
membership at Congregation Beth 
Ahabah in Richmond, Virginia, one 
of the oldest Reform synagogues in the 
country. “I have watched in amazement 
as this congregation evolved from hold-
ing services on Sunday and referring to 
the rabbi as Reverend Michelbacher, 
to a traditional Reform temple.”

Beaming, she says, “I’m proud that 
I was confi rmed by one of the most 
esteemed rabbis of our generation: 
Rabbi Robert Gordis, whose grandson, 
Daniel Gordis, is a distinguished rabbi 
in Jerusalem.”

When Suzanne undertakes any-
thing, she does it with conviction. Her 
musical experience exemplifi es that 
steadfastness to excel. 

“I once performed on WNYC as 
part of the Young American Artists 
program, which the New York radio 
station ran regularly.” Defl ecting from 
herself, Suzanne continues, “Interest-
ingly, the recording of the concert also 
included a news report about World 
War II in the beginning.”

Suzanne’s role model has pre-
dominantly been her mother. Remi-
niscing, Suzanne says, “As I look back 
on her accomplishments and drive in 
the worst and best of times, I can only 
hope to have my life shine as hers al-
ways did for me.” 

Referring to her mother, Suzanne 
says, “She was elated when I began a 
short career in real estate. I was fol-
lowing in her footsteps. She had been a 
real live-wire agent in Long Island – so 
much so that she earned the nickname 
‘Dynamite.’”

Glowing, Suzanne recounts, “While
Dave went out to play golf and learn 
how to fi sh from our new boat, the 

Genesis, I received my license and was 
very successful as Arvida began to de-
velop Longboat Key.”

Suzanne has worked at other agen-
cies and maintains her license as a re-
ferral agent with Michael Saunders. 
But her fi rst professional experience 
with Bob and Audrey Singer has made 
a lasting impression.

“Talk about role models. I learned 
the craft of selling real estate from Bob 
Singer. His coaching has stood me in 
good stead since. I’ve enjoyed the ex-
citement and learned a lot about the art 
of compromise in making a deal. I also 
learned how to stand my ground when 

I knew I was right.”
Suzanne is convinced that having 

been a Realtor has sharpened her abil-
ity to see possibilities – the “...possi-
bility of safeguarding the future of 
TBI, which rides with those of us who 
are willing to ensure that future with a 
Legacy gift.”

Through Suzanne’s generosity, tal-
ents and foresight, she has found the 
right home for so many. She has indeed 
hit the right note.
For more information about the LIFE 
& LEGACY program, please contact 
Gisele Pintchuck at 941.706.0029 or 
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org.

Suzanne Lutkoff 

Board Certiied American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgeons
Podiatric Consultants for the Sarasota Ballet of Florida since 1994
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              Robert Frimmel, DPM, DABFAS
       Craig Conti, DPM, DABFAS             
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941-917-6232
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Sarasota, Fl  34238

941-921-1458

Sarasota Foot Care Center, PA

Local women on the JWRP-Federation trip atop Masada

Owned and Operated by NRT, LLC  

Who does the Jewish community turn to for
the most trusted service in real estate?

Barbara Ackerman
         941.780.6045

Ryan Ackerman
941.387.1818

Barbara Ackerman
         941.780.6045

Ryan Ackerman
941.387.1818

Contributing to the
prosperity of our

Jewish Community
since 1979!

www.ackermangroup.net

#1 Team by Sales Volume across ALL companies
in Sarasota County, Manatee County & Longboat Key!
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142 partner organizations and 26 countries.

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is excited to 
partner with JWRP to grow the momentum in our community. 
Join us for a special event, featuring JWRP Board Member, 
Andrea Mail, and also hear first-hand experiences from our 
2017 and 2018 trip participants.

• • •

OCTOBER 29, 2018 AT 7:00 PM
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee’s 
The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life 
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL

OCTOBER 30, 2018 AT 10:00 AM
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee’s 
The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life 
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL

RSVP
Gisele Pintchuck
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0029

If You Answered, “YES!”
This Program Is For You!

Jewish Women’s Rennaisance 
Project (JWRP) was founded in 
2008 to empower women 
to change the world 
through Jewish values. 
‘Momentum,’ is an eight-
day, highly-subsidized, 
life-changing journey to 
Israel experienced by over 
10,000 women from 180 
partner organizations and 26 
countries.

Join us for an Open House. You will hear from 
JWRP Board Member, Andrea Mail, and 2017-2018 trip 
participants, and learn about the Summer 2019 program.

OPEN HOUSE DATES: 
OCTOBER 29, 2018 AT 7:00 PM OR 
OCTOBER 30, 2018 AT 10:00 AM
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life 
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL

FOR MORE INFO & TO RSVP
Gisele Pintchuck
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0029

REGISTER AT JFEDSRQ.org/Events

You’re
  Invited!

Are You a Mother Raising 
Jewish Children?
Do You Have a Child 
Under 18 at Home?
Would You Like to 
Go to Israel?

?
?
?If You Answered, “YES!”

This Program Is For You!

Are You a Mother Raising 
Jewish Children??
Do You Have a Child 
Under 18 at Home??
Would You Like to 
Go to Israel??

Jewish Women’s Rennaisance 
Project (JWRP) was found-
ed in 2008 to empower 
women to change the 
world through Jewish 
values. ‘Momentum,’ 
is an eight-day, 
highly-subsidized, 
life-changing journey 
to Israel experienced by 
over 10,000 women from 180 
partner organizations and 26 countries.

Join us for an Open House. You will hear 
from JWRP Board Member, Andrea Mail, and 
2017-2018 trip participants, and learn about 
the Summer 2019 program.

You’re
  Invited!

OPEN HOUSE DATES: 
OCTOBER 29, 2018 AT 7:00 PM OR 
OCTOBER 30, 2018 AT 10:00 AM
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for 
Jewish Life 
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL

FOR MORE INFO & TO RSVP
Gisele Pintchuck
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0029
REGISTER AT JFEDSRQ.org/Events
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SENIORS

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

Hurricane Harvey synagogue fl ood damage

  

Watch Company

www.SarasotaWatch.com

Top dollar paid for your 
Rolex, Breitling, Cartier 
and other luxury brands

4180 South Tamiami Trail
(Just South of Walt’s Fish Market)

941.953.1315
Mon-Fri 9am – 6pm

Sarasota Watch Company is not affiliated with Rolex or any of its subsidiaries.

Where your dollars go
This monthly series highlights mission-based programs and projects that are 
supported by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. Funding for these 
initiatives is derived from the Annual Campaign and the Women’s Giving Circle. 
The series will feature local projects, including partnerships with local organiza-
tions and overseas programs that support the social and humanitarian needs of 
Jews living in Sarasota-Manatee, Israel and around the world.

A year after Harvey
Last summer saw Hurricanes Harvey, 
Maria and, here locally, Irma. Our 
Jewish community joined other com-
munities around the country, raising 
$90,674 from 400 donors to help hurri-
cane victims. These funds were direct-
ed to our national agency, The Jewish 
Federations of North America (JFNA) 
for disbursement in distressed areas. 
JFNA works with relief organizations 
such as the American Red Cross, Ne-
chama and more to assess the needs 
of the victims and provide support to 
those who need it most. Here is JFNA’s 
report on Houston, one year later.

One year ago, on August 25, 
2017, Hurricane Harvey bore 
down on Houston, unloading 

19 trillion gallons of water on the city 
– more than a year’s worth of rain in 
just fi ve days.

The impact on the local Jew-
ish community was devastating. 
More than 2,000 Jew-
ish households fl ooded, 
and seven major Jew-
ish institutions suff ered 
extensive or catastrophic 
damage, including two of 
the largest synagogues, 
a day school, the JCC 
and a senior care center.
And Federation was 
there. Communities from 
around North America 
sprung to action to help immediately 
following the storm and throughout the 
rebuilding eff orts that have followed.
Repairing Homes, Restoring Lives 
“We were all raised with the value 
that we should give back to the com-
munity. But I never thought we’d be 
asking for help,” said Margaret Lewis, 
whose home fl ooded during the storm.
Working with The Jewish Federa-
tions of North America, the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Houston set up 
the Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund, 
which has raised more than $22 mil-
lion to assist the community with both 
short- and long-term recovery needs.
This vital fund helped provide immedi-
ate assistance to individuals and fami-
lies after the storm, including fi nancial 
assistance, furniture and appliance 
grants, and much more. Federations 
also provided Houston with countless 
packages of essential supplies, includ-
ing air mattresses, clothing and more.

In addition to their donations, 
Federation lay and professional lead-
ers from around North America also 
traveled to Houston in the storm’s af-
termath to help the local Federation 
manage operations and fundraising 
during this time of great need, as well 
as to volunteer with on-the-ground re-
covery eff orts.

“You think of the immediate rami-
fi cations of property damage and hav-
ing a place to go when the hurricane 
hits, but you don’t often think about the 
long-term damages people have to live 
with,” said Gail Norry, the Philadel-
phia-based chair of JFNA’s Emergency 
Committee, who traveled to Houston 
to assist.

One area of notable, ongoing need 
has been mental health care. Even a 
year later, an estimated 18 percent of 
Houston-area residents are still suff er-

ing from post-Harvey psychological 
distress and each new storm that occurs 
brings these issues to the surface.

In response, local Federations con-
tributed to vital mental health recovery 
eff orts in Houston. In the months since 
Harvey, grief and trauma counselors 
from the Israel Trauma Coalition have 
been brought in to train hundreds of 
school administrators and teachers, 
fi rst responders, fi refi ghters and police 
offi  cers on how to help those struggling 
in their community.
Supporting Jewish Life
In addition to the immediate, life-saving 
relief eff orts Federation made possible, 
it also continues to support the ongoing 
rebuilding of Jewish institutions and 
continuity of Jewish life in Houston.
Individual Federations across North 
America have given generously to 
sustain Houston’s vibrant Jewish life. 
By helping with synagogue dues, 

summer camp scholarships, day school 
tuition and Israel experiences, no fam-
ily in Houston has to choose between 
rebuilding their home and investing in 
Jewish life. These eff orts are critical 
and powerful investments that help en-
sure a bright Jewish future in Houston. 

“I never really appreciated that 
our Federation also gives to other cit-
ies and other places in need. And now, 
when we’re asking for help, I get it. 
We’re taking care of our own people,” 
said Lewis. “I understand the power of 
the community and the power that the 
Federation has to support all of us.”
Looking Forward
While Federation has helped the com-
munity come a long way, Houston is 
far from fully recovered. Almost a year 
later, the future of many of Houston’s 
Jewish institutions remains uncertain, 
and countless families are still dis-
placed and struggling. Fundraising ef-
forts continue to support the ongoing 
needs that will arise as families and 
institutions work to make long-term 
decisions.

The Hurricane Harvey recovery ef-
forts are a remarkable example of the 
unstoppable power of Klal Yisrael, the 
Jewish collective. That continued 
support, which has endured over the 
millennia of Jewish history, remains 
essential as Houston continues to work 
to rebuild.

“Donors ask ‘Why give to an um-
brella? Why not give directly to the 
institutions?’ The important eff orts in 
Houston are what the national Federa-
tion system is all about,” Norry said. 
“Kol Israel Arevim Zeh La Zeh – each 
of us is responsible for one another. It 
happened to Houston and it can happen 
to anyone. I think we need to be mind-
ful and take care of each other.”

Martin J. Kossoff
CFP® / AIF®  

Principal,  
President
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
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tickets Oct 22on sale

2018
Women’s  

201820182018
WWomen’somen’s
Day  

Co-chairs: Michelle Mallitz and Susan Mallitz

NANCY SPIELBERG
Producer and Philanthropist

After Oct 22, visit jfedsrq.org/events to purchase tickets

941.371.4546 
jfedsrq.org

Monday, December 3, 2018
11:30 am • Art Ovation Hotel

Questions? Contact Lisa Feinman 941.706.0034  
lfeinman@jfedsrq.org
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“Twice Promised Land and 100 Years 
War” – Yom Kippur 1973 and beyond
A series by Dr. Steven Derfl er
Editor’s note: The “Twice Promised 
Land and 100 Years War” series is 
included as part of our Federation’s 
year-long celebration of Israel @ 70.

With the end of the 10 Days of 
Awe, the culmination of the 
High Holy Days with Yom 

Kippur, I always think about the tragic 
days of October 1973. On Yom Kippur, 

Syria and Egypt 
launched a concer-
ted, coordinated at-
tack on Israel with 
near catastrophic 
results. We don’t 
realize how close 
Israel came to anni-

hilation. Only through incredible hero-
ism and bravery, and the intervention 
of President Nixon and Henry Kiss-
inger, did Israel survive and ultimately 
fi nd herself both stronger and, in some 
ways, more fragile, than ever before.

As you are aware, one of two cor-
nerstones of faith is honoring the Shab-
bat. By extension this would obviously 
extend to all hagim, especially the 10 
Days of Awe. So when word of the at-
tack on Israel began to spread, the fi rst 
response by the Chief Rabbi was based 
on Pikuach Nefesh, saving a life. The 
basis is eloquently stated by Rav Shi-
mon ben Tzemach Duran, who would 
eventually become Chief Rabbi of 
Morocco in the 14th century. “One must 
desecrate Shabbos even if there is only 
a slight possibility that the situation is 
dangerous. One does not need a profes-
sional opinion or an expert physician. 
Whenever one is uncertain whether the 
situation is dangerous, he is required to 
desecrate Shabbos.” (Shu’t Tashbeitz 
1:54)

However, this is not my ultimate 
point this month. As they say, out of all 
evil comes good. To me, this became 
very personal during the Yom Kip-
pur War, and would come full circle 
in the winter of 1979/1980. In 1973, I 
was working on my MA in archaeol-
ogy that would see six months of study 
at Tel Aviv University. I had already 

been involved in three 
years of excavation at Tel 
Beersheva with TAU, and 
developed many close 
friendships, both with 
faculty and other grad stu-
dents.

The war would hit me 
hard. Two close friends 
would lose their lives in Sinai, and 
three others were severely wounded. In 
fact, one, an archaeology grad student-
turned-paratrooper, lost part of his leg. 
One of the “tragi-successes” of the war 
was the incredible innovative success 
of Israel’s medical industry in address-
ing amputee rehabilitation (long before 
our own needs in the U.S. as a result 
of Iraq and Afghanistan). The success-
ful ending in this case is that he went 
on to fi nish his degree and work in the 
fi eld; all the while getting around on 
a prosthetic limb. (He could still run 
faster than me! He also got special dis-
pensation to continue to jump out of an 
airplane! As they say in Yiddish, me-
shuggah! But that’s my opinion.) 

Years later, the war would come 
back to haunt in a diff erent way. De-
cember/January of 1979/1980 would 
see my fi rst of dozens of journeys to 
Egypt. I was the archaeological advi-
sor to a university group led by my 
dear friend and colleague, Dr. Stephen 
Feinstein (z”l). As we landed at Cairo’s 
Heliopolis International Airport, I im-
mediately felt ill-at-ease due to the 
presence of scores of Egyptian military 
personnel. To me, this was a startling 
“awakening.” (Today, because of the 
international situation, we all have be-
gun to take a military/police presence 
at airports for granted as the rule rather 
than exception.)

I loved the fact that, with the 
brand-new peace forged with Egypt, 
my archaeological horizons could be 
broadened and expanded. I could study 
both the ancient past and cultural pres-
ent of a part of the world that I had 
come to appreciate and love.

However, there was that downside 

at every corner. “Where 
was this soldier, or that 
soldier, in 1973 in Sinai?” 
“Could he have been the 
one on the ‘dispensed 
end’ of the bullets that hit 
my TAU student-soldier 
friends?” The unease lin-
gered in the background 

throughout this fi rst eye-opening ad-
venture. After all, who even knew in 
1980 whether the peace would last?

I sort of worked my way through 
all that, shuffl  ing it to the far recesses 
of my consciousness. Then in 1981, I 
would direct the fi rst of dozens of edu-
cational programs to Egypt. On my rec-
ommendation, the travel agency would 
engage the same archaeologist/guide 
for my programs in 1981 and 1982. 

1982 was the epiphany for me. One 
day, this Egyptian colleague-turned-
friend rolled up his sleeves due to the 
warm weather. I noticed a circular scar 
on his wrist. I asked him about it. He 
said that it was his “permanent watch-
face.” I asked what he meant. He stated 
that his wrist was shattered by an Is-
raeli bullet in 1973 in Sinai.

That’s when it really hit home. 
Arab parents mourn their children’s 
shed blood just as Israeli parents do. 
But here’s the key. WE NEED TO 
KNOW those who have shed blood on 
the other side to fully realize the im-
pact of violence and hatred. They are 
not faceless, they are not caricatures; 
in several ways they are us as well. 
As Golda Meir once stated, “We will 
have peace with the Arabs when they 
love their children more than they hate 
us.” We can add to that, though: “and
when both sides realize that blood is 
the same color on both sides of the 
battlefi eld.”
Dr. Steven Derfl er is an international 
educational consultant, public speaker, 
archaeologist, historian, researcher, 
teacher and writer. He has been uncov-
ering the histories of ancient civiliza-
tions for 40 years.

Dr. Steven Derfl er

New Date

and Time
and Time

Save the Date
Date: November 5, 2018

Time: 7:30 pm 
Place: Michael’s On East

Dessert Reception
Benefitting the Benevolent Care Program

Date: March 17, 2019
Time: 10:30 am 

Place: Michael’s On East
Brunch

Save the Date

Save the Dates  |  2 Great Events
Ph: 941-203-6237 

visit: www.avivaseniorlife.org



6A October 2018 FEDERATION NEWS

continued on next page 

My Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew
By Su Byron

ABIGAIL POGREBIN describes her immersive 
exploration of the Jewish calendar, writing about 
every ritual, fast and festival, often with humor, 
exposing deeper layers of meaning. Pogrebin 
is also the author of Stars of David Prominent 
Jews Talk About Being Jewish. She is a former 
producer at 60 Minutes and PBS. She has written 
for numerous publications including Newsweek, 
New York Magazine, the Forward and Tablet.

November 11  •  12:30pm
 Luncheon  •  Michael’s On East

ABIGAIL POGREBIN
exploration of the Jewish calendar, writing about 
every ritual, fast and festival, often with humor, 
exposing deeper layers of meaning. Pogrebin 
is also the author of 
Jews Talk About Being Jewish
producer at 
for numerous publications including 
New York Magazine
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MY JEWISH YEAR
18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew

$65 per person
$100 per person (patron)

For more information contact Kim Sheintal  
941.302.1433 or klapshein@aol.com

Men and women invited

All attendees will receive a copy of Abigail’s book

Acclaimed author Abigail Pogrebin to speak on November 11

Abigail Pogrebin is the author 
of the recently published and 
critically acclaimed book, My 

Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, One Won-
dering Jew, a much-expanded chron-
icle of her popular column for the 
Forward, for which she spent 12 
months researching and observing ev-
ery holiday in the Jewish calendar. The 
author of two other books, Pogrebin 
is a former producer for Mike Wal-
lace at 60 Minutes, and for Bill Moy-
ers at PBS, has written for numerous 
publications, and recently completed a 
three-year term as president of Central 
Synagogue in Manhattan. In her Sara-
sota appearance on Sunday, Novem-
ber 11, which is jointly sponsored by 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee and ORT, Pogrebin will de-
scribe her immersive exploration of the 
Jewish calendar, writing about every 
ritual, fast and festival, often with hu-
mor, exposing deeper layers of mean-
ing. I spoke with her recently about her 
book and her life.

You’ve asked this question to 
such public fi gures as Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Nora Ephron, Dustin Hoff -

man and Steven Spielberg. Now, I’m 
asking you. What does being Jewish 
mean to you?

Being Jewish means being chal-
lenged constantly – to think about my 
relationships more deeply, to see how 
ancient tradition and texts resonate 
in my life right now, to recognize the 
clear mandate to help the person with 
less. Being Jewish means feeling con-
nected – ineff ably, but powerfully, to a 
larger family, to community, to history, 
to something that feels like spirituality, 
though I know that word is overused.

You say you don’t subscribe to 
a “tribal arrogance.” What do you 
mean by that?

I have always been wary of any 
whiff  of “we’re better” when Jews 
talk about what Judaism brings to the 
world or what accomplished Jews have 
contributed. Of course, I’m extremely 
proud of the Jewish story – how Jews 
have survived repeated persecutions 
and attempts at extermination and gone 
on to thrive and give back. But I think 
any group – ethnic or religious – needs 
to be careful about broad generaliza-
tions which can smack of superiority, 

and I don’t think the true proud Jew be-
lieves he or she is better. We believe we 
have a resilient ancestry and teachings 
that off er wisdom and ethics to live by, 
as do other faiths.

Your mother, Letty Cottin Po-
grebin, is a renowned journalist, 
author, social activist and founding 
editor of Ms. magazine. How did she 
infl uence your quest to explore your 
Jewish roots?

In a way, Mom’s temporary depar-
ture from Judaism left me untethered 
when it came to understanding my 
inheritance. She came back to it very 
strongly when I was in my teens, and 
I came to discover it in my 30s. This 
is just one snapshot of how Jewish 
families tend to fi nd their way to what 
we’ve been given. My mother, Letty, 
was raised in an observant Conser-
vative Jewish home in Queens, New 
York, and despite being an unusual bat 
mitzvah for her era, she was, at age 15, 
disillusioned by Judaism when she was 
excluded from the mourner’s minyan 
for her mother. She couldn’t say Kad-
dish simply because she was female. 
Mom couldn’t fathom that a tradition 
she had followed and cherished would 
turn its back on her when she needed it 
most. So, she didn’t teach the tenets of 
Judaism to my twin sister, brother or 
me; we did not go to Hebrew school 
and I was not a bat mitzvah. Mom ulti-
mately came back very strongly to her 
faith – through a more egalitarian prac-
tice that still preserved the strictures she 
cares about. And when I started caring 
more about learning what I’d missed, 
when I started to study Torah regularly 
and chose to become a bat mitzvah at 
40, when I wrote my fi rst book, Stars 
of David: Prominent Jews Talk about 
Being Jewish, and then started travel-

ing and talking to Jews all around the 
U.S., when I chose to join a synagogue 
with my own family, Mom and I be-
gan a wonderful and lively conversa-
tion about each of our paths to a place 
where we both care deeply about the 
Jewish project and the Jewish future. 
But we got to that place via very dif-
ferent paths.

You write about belonging to Ju-
daism not by birth but by choice. For 
those of us who were born Jewish 
but who feel ambivalent about what 
that really means and want to better 
connect, what one piece of advice do 
you off er?

If I had to distill one piece of ad-
vice, I would say to fi nd one great 
teacher – either in a seminar, privately 
or online – and investigate one aspect 
of Judaism you’ve never explored be-
fore. It might be the liturgy, history, 
holidays, Torah or Talmud. You don’t 
have to do the full deep dive, but just 
bite off  a small piece and see if the 
learning opens ideas that reverberate in 
your own life right now. I think you’ll 
see how often they do.

In an interview you said that it 
wasn’t until your son was born and 
you put the kippah on his head that 
you had an epiphany – the desire to 
have the “road map” to Jewishness. 
It’s feeling the weight of centuries – 
the link of tradition, of passing the 
baton. That’s a really powerful im-
age. Can you expound on this?

I have often heard individual sto-
ries of “when it started to matter.” For 
me, it was my fi rst child’s birth. It sud-
denly mattered that I didn’t have the 
language to explain Judaism’s basic 
philosophy to my own progeny. It mat-
tered that I had never read the Hebrew 

y o u  a r e  i n v i t e d

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM

Temple Beth Sholom
SOCIAL HALL

 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota

Did you know… 1 in 40 Ashkenazi Jewish individuals carry  
the BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation increasing the risk of breast  

and ovarian cancer as well as prostate and pancreatic cancer?

To register:
1. RSVP by October 21, 2018 to:  Lee Ruggles at lruggles.sabra@gmail.com  
 or  Sue Spector at foxwood265@aol.com
2. A $10 donation is requested which will benefit the Hadassah Hospitals Cancer  
 Research Programs and the Temple Beth Sholom Sisterhood Education Fund
3. Tables (8 seats) can be purchased for $75
4. Please mail your check (payable to SaBra Hadassah) for registration    
 to: SaBra Hadassah, P.O. Box 19992, Sarasota, 34276

Unravelling your DNA:  
Do you know your cancer risk?

  What you don’t know CAN hurt you!

s p o n s ored  by

SISTERHOOD  
OF TEMPLE  
BETH SHOLOM

Join us for an educational evening featuring
•  Katya Lezin, Cancer Survivor and Author of “But I Just Grew Out My Bangs!”

•  Nicole Wood, MS, CGC, Genetic Counselor, Sarasota Memorial Hospital  

    •  Vendors  

•  Light Refreshments

•  Hereditary Cancer Screening and Genetic Testing (for qualified individuals)

Lee Ruggles at lruggles.sabra@gmail.com
foxwood265@aol.com
 is requested which will benefit the Hadassah Hospitals Cancer 

Research Programs and the Temple Beth Sholom Sisterhood Education Fund
can be purchased for $75

(payable to SaBra Hadassah) for registration   
to: SaBra Hadassah, P.O. Box 19992, Sarasota, 34276
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Abigail Pogrebin...continued from previous page

Abigail Pogrebin

PJ Library initiative...continued from page 1A

ing and talking to Jews all around the 
U.S., when I chose to join a synagogue 
with my own family, Mom and I be-
gan a wonderful and lively conversa-
tion about each of our paths to a place 
where we both care deeply about the 
Jewish project and the Jewish future. 
But we got to that place via very dif-
ferent paths.

You write about belonging to Ju-
daism not by birth but by choice. For 
those of us who were born Jewish 
but who feel ambivalent about what 
that really means and want to better 
connect, what one piece of advice do 
you off er?

If I had to distill one piece of ad-
vice, I would say to fi nd one great 
teacher – either in a seminar, privately 
or online – and investigate one aspect 
of Judaism you’ve never explored be-
fore. It might be the liturgy, history, 
holidays, Torah or Talmud. You don’t 
have to do the full deep dive, but just 
bite off  a small piece and see if the 
learning opens ideas that reverberate in 
your own life right now. I think you’ll 
see how often they do.

In an interview you said that it 
wasn’t until your son was born and 
you put the kippah on his head that 
you had an epiphany – the desire to 
have the “road map” to Jewishness. 
It’s feeling the weight of centuries – 
the link of tradition, of passing the 
baton. That’s a really powerful im-
age. Can you expound on this?

I have often heard individual sto-
ries of “when it started to matter.” For 
me, it was my fi rst child’s birth. It sud-
denly mattered that I didn’t have the 
language to explain Judaism’s basic 
philosophy to my own progeny. It mat-
tered that I had never read the Hebrew 

bible. It mattered that I couldn’t explain 
the holiday cycle or why we celebrate 
some holidays but not others. It mat-
tered that I also felt suddenly seized by 
the realization of being the next link in 
a powerful chain. I wanted to live up to 
that somehow. I wanted 
to understand what had 
been passed to me – at 
least enough to decide 
whether it was a tradi-
tion and inheritance I 
could pass on as well.

You’re the imme-
diate past-president of
Central Synagogue. 
What role does syna-
gogue play in your life 
now?

I still serve on the Board of Trust-
ees, am still part of two smaller, tar-
geted committees which are addressing 
the future of the synagogue in specifi c 
ways, and am now co-leading a mentor 
program in which congregants will be 
advising disadvantaged high school se-
niors in the college admission process. 
Beyond my formal involvement in 
Central, I would add that it feels very 
much like my Jewish home and hub – 
the place I want to be on Friday nights, 
with clergy who feel by now like fam-
ily.

What inspired you to write your 
most recent book, My Jewish Year: 
18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew?

I wanted to understand why such a 
demanding calendar exists and why it 
has endured. I’m old enough to know 
that things don’t last if they don’t heal 
or sparkle in some way. I wanted to 
taste the power and magic of every 
milestone in the Jewish clock for the 
fi rst time. I was also tired of not know-
ing as much as I didn’t know. It felt like 
it was time to fi ll in the blanks for my 
tradition. It’s clear that the Jewish holi-
days are the tent poles of this religion 
in many ways, and I felt impatient to 

understand them all. Judaism can some-
times feel like a closed club, and it was 
time to put aside my intimidation.

Did writing this book bring you 
closer to a deeper understanding of 
Judaism and what it means to be 

Jewish? 
It absolutely did. 

When one unpacks the ori-
gins and practices of every 
festival and fast, you get 
closer to the foundational 
ideas of Judaism, and Jew-
ish priorities, as a whole.

What holiday turned 
out to be one that you feel 
drawn to the most?

Yom Kippur. I had un-
derstood it one way, and it 

turned out to hold so much more. I’d 
love folks to read that chapter to un-
derstand what I discovered because I 
feel sure it could open up a stimulat-
ing, challenging internal reckoning for 
the reader, as well.

What do you hope readers will 
take away from this book?

I hope that readers decide this 
tradition is worth revisiting anew – 
whether they’re rookies or experts. 
Researching and experiencing every 
holiday changed the way I feel about 
every relationship, and the way I view 
everything I do. I would never sug-
gest that readers repeat my roadmap 
exactly, but I do hope that my journey 
inspires or informs their own.

What new projects are you work-
ing on that we can look forward to?

I am exploring a book about how 
Jews talk about – or have trouble talk-
ing about – God.
Abigail Pogrebin will speak about 
her book on Sunday, November 11 at 
12:30 p.m. at Michael’s On East. Tick-
ets, which include lunch and a copy 
of her book, are $65 to $100. To re-
serve tickets, contact Kim Sheintal at 
941.302.1433 or klapshein@aol.com.

demographics, needs and interests 
that will meet at least once per month 
throughout the year to enjoy Shabbat 
dinners, Jewish holiday celebrations, 
family mitzvot and more.

Tara Ullman-McCaff rey has been 
hired as one of the Community Con-
nectors. She is a Jewish studies in-
structor and preschool teacher at 
Community Day School in Sarasota. 
She’s passionate about sharing knowl-
edge about Jewish life and culture 
with the community – and with her 
two sons, Jacob and Caleb. “For the 
past two years, I’ve implemented PJ 
Library into my school curriculum,” 
she says. “The lessons and morals 
provided in the books encourage the 

children to see Jewish values within 
their everyday lives and activities. Our 
family has been receiving PJ library 
books at home and the boys look for-
ward to sharing what they’ve read with 
their friends who have also received 
the books. PJ Library has been a bless-
ing both professionally and personally 
and I look forward to bringing this pro-
gram to other area families.” 

We are looking for a second Com-
munity Connector to join Tara. If you 
have interest, please contact Andrea 
Eiff ert.
For more information about PJ Li-
brary or upcoming PJ events, contact 
Andrea Eiff ert at aeiff ert@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.552.6308.

Make Your Next “Smart Move” contact The Collier Group today

1605 Main Street, Suite 101 | Sarasota, FL 34236 | 941.951.6660

Janis Collier, REALTOR®

941.313.1212
JanisCollier@michaelsaunders.com

Mary Collier, REALTOR®

Ron Collier, REALTOR®

ollier GroupTHE
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              Couples 
                     Families

QUALITY  
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
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Andrea Verier  
M.A., M.S., LMHC

Nationally Board Certified, Licensed 
Mental Health Counselor #4082

1217 S. East Avenue, Suite 209 • Sarasota, FL
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• Companions
• Home Health Aides
• Transport
• RN Supervision
• CNA Services
• Doctor Visits

All Heart 
Senior Care, LLC

www.allheartseniorcare.com 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee Counties

Call 24 hours a day
941-954-6565

Private Duty Home Health
24 hour care available

“Your home is where our hearts are”

Homemaker & Companion License 230910 

Adrea Sukin, Chair

RSVP by November 26 
to Paula Bishop at 941.371.4546  

or pibishop@jfedsrq.org
QUESTIONS? Contact Jeremy Lisitza
941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2018
10:00am

Community Foundation of Sarasota County 
 2635 Fruitville Rd • Sarasota 

OPEN HOUSE 
AND PROGRAM
We invite you to learn about  

the Women’s Giving Circle and the  
exciting projects we have supported.

Join Us

Over $40,000 was granted by last year’s 
Women’s Giving Circle members to eight 

organizations in Israel benefiting  
women and children.
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The Beatrice Friedman Theater 
THE LARRY GREENSPON FAMILY CAMPUS FOR JEWISH LIFE
580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota, FL 

Co-chairs: Debbie Haspel and Stacy Hanan 
Hospitality: Marsha Frank

Annual Membership Meeting 3:30 – 4:00PM
Federation Celebration 4:00 – 6:00PM

Sunday, November 4, 2018

jfedsrq.org

Hatikva (Hope) Award
Larry Greenspon & Mary Gratehouse 

Halutzim (Pioneer) Award
Esther & Robert  Heller

The Betty Schoenbaum - Give While You Live Award
Nelle Miller

Acharai (Follow Me) Award
Julie Green

Ahava (Love) Award
Gerri Aaron

Atid (Futures) Award
Paulette Samowitz

Avodah (Service) Award
Millie Cole & Jacki Levin

Ayshet Chayil (Woman of Valor) Award
Debbie Haspel

Chinuch (Education) Award
Geri & Ron Yonover

Doris Loevner Memorial Young Leadership Award
Camryn Cohen

Ish Chayil (Man of Valor) Award
Bruce Udell

Kehilah Ha’argonit (Corporate Community) Award
Michael’s On East

Kehilla (Community) Award
Ronnie Riceberg

L’Dor V’Dor (Generation to Generation) Award
Marsha & Marvin Frank
Morasha (Legacy) Award

Meredith & Al Ernst
Yad Chazakah (Strong Hand) Award

David Millstone
Zachor (Never Forget) Award

Steve Koenig

To RSVP contact Brieana at 941.552.6305 or bdgraves@jfedsrq.org 
For information contact Jeremy Lisitza  jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113

Award Recipients

F 2018ederation
elebrationC

is there a doctor  
in the house?
is there a doctor 
in the house?

941.953.9080 
LernerCohen.com 
1921 Waldemere Street, Suite 814 
Sarasota, FL 34239

With LernerCohen,  
there is if you need one.

As a concierge healthcare practice, our doctors  

provide the care you need, when you need it  

– wherever that may be. Whether in our  

conveniently located office, in the hospital  

or even in your home, your LernerCohen  

doctor will see you now.

Call today to schedule a meet  

and greet to see if concierge  

care is right for you and  

your family.

The Selection
of in 

town

Best
Seafood

Sarasota Locations
Downtown

1526 Main street
(941) 365-6800

Featuring an extensive offering of  

WI NE SPECTATOR 
Award-Winning Wines

North Trail
5050 N Tamiami trail

(941) 355-7700
featuring our 

Famous Prime Rib!
(Friday & Saturday)

2

BarnacleBillsSeafood .com

Feast on an extensive offering of non-seafood items also!

12 Species of  Fresh Finfish Daily!

LUNCH  •  DINNER  •  FULL BAR
And Private Parties Too!

More Than 150 Fresh Reasons To Enjoy Us...
Our Menu!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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Flavia Vega and Kegan Jones, 
students at Ringling College of Art + Design

This publication is brought to you each month thanks 
to the support of our advertisers. Please be sure to 
use their products and services, and mention that you 
found them in The Jewish News.
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w w w . s a r a s o t a p e r s o n a l m e d i c i n e . c o m

steven w. fineman, m.d. sean g. downing, m.d.

e x c e p t i o n a l  s e r v i c e . 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c a r e .

a  c o n c i e r g e  p r a c t i c e  d e v o t e d  t o 

i n t e r n a l  m e d i c i n e  a n d  w e l l n e s s .

A “New” Year 
in many new ways
By Sydney Harlow, Gulf Coast Hillel Program Director

Sydney Harlow

Our local Jewish college com-
munities recently celebrated 
many “new” beginnings. It 

was not only the start of the academic 
school year, but it 
was also the start 
of a new Jewish 
year and my role 
as the new Pro-
gram Director for
Gulf Coast Hil-
lel. It is a privi-
lege to work with 
students at New 
College of Flori-

da, University of South Florida Sara-
sota- Manatee, and Ringling College of 
Art + Design.

Once school started in the second 
half of August there were only a few 
short weeks until the High Holidays. 
One thing was clear from the many 
meetings I had with students: they 
want more Jewish culture and Judaism 
in their lives. 

We celebrated the High Holidays 
with less than a month into classes. 
There was little time to get ready for 
the holidays. Thankfully, many gener-
ous local congregations provided plen-
ty of tickets for students who wanted 
to attend services. The students were 
welcomed into the communities with 
festive holiday meals and a congrega-
tion to support them. We look forward 

to continuing these partnerships with 
the local community.

Gulf Coast Hillel has been mak-
ing its presence known on campuses 
to students who were previously unen-
gaged or did not know about Hillel via 
“tabling” (a Hillel word for setting up 
a table in the middle of the campus to 
have conversations about what Hillel 
can provide). It is also setting up cof-
fee dates with students. In addition, I 
participated in student involvement 
fairs on each campus and welcomed 
students with apples and honey for 
Rosh Hashanah. They loved hearing 
“To a sweet school year,” my take on 
a “Sweet New Year!” We rounded out 
those important 10 days with a break-
fast for Yom Kippur.

This upcoming year brings many 
exciting opportunities for Gulf Coast 
Hillel. The students and I are discuss-
ing innovative events, speakers and 
religious activities that will focus on 
what the students are interested in and 

what they want to see on 
their campuses. Of course, 
we will continue to off er 
the usual Jewish gather-
ings, such as bagel brunch-
es and Shabbat dinners, but 
these will be intermixed 
with “strictly social” events 
such as game nights, chal-
lah baking and more! Our 
hope is to engage those 
who were previously not 
engaged with Hillel. 

Working to strengthen Jewish life 
and the Jewish community across these 
campuses may be a challenge, but it is 
something that my student leaders and I 
are excited about. I am looking forward 
to working with the students to make 
this the best Jewish year on campus! 

 For more information on Gulf 
Coast Hillel, contact me at sydney@
gchillel.org or 305.968.6266.

Your New
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is Waiting!
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2542 17th St
Sarasota, FL 34234

941-366-2404 
www.catdepot.org
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 Pieter Kohnstam and Rabbi Jonathan Katz matched shofars at one point during the gathering

The Jews of Spain and Portugal
By Marden Paru, Dean, Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva  |  This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Discovering one’s Jewish roots 
has become a fascination to 
so many, particularly with the 

advent of easy mail-in access to DNA 
testing. Were your ancestors from East-
ern Europe or Germany, or did they 
descend from Spain or Portugal? Do 
you know the history and background 
of the journey that ultimately brought 
your family to the United States? So 
many do not.

The history of Spanish and Portu-
guese Jewry is an interesting study of 
Jewish good times and bad – a Golden 
Age followed by the Inquisition and 
the ultimate dispersion of Sephardic 
Jewry in all directions. A great cul-
ture, distinct and apart from Ashkenazi 

Jewry, didn’t fully assimilate and/or 
disappear through coerced conversion 
to Islam or Christianity. The survivors 
had a lingua franca they spoke among 
themselves – Ladino (Espanyolit or Ju-
desmo). Ladino has bound these now-
dispersed individuals together and is a 
language still in use, albeit nearly de-
funct because of movement to, and ac-
culturation in, other lands. Sephardim 
in Israel today speak Hebrew. In Amer-
ica, they speak English. But Sephardic 
song, poetry, literature and cuisine are 
well-preserved and still endure.

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is 
presenting a course that will explore 
Iberian Jewish history and Sephardic 
culture. When and where did Sephar-

dic Jewry emerge? Who were the fi rst 
to arrive in Iberia? As Jews fl ed to oth-
er countries following the Expulsion in 
1492, Sephardic Jewry fl ourished and 
adapted to new surroundings. There 
has been a recent buzz about the many 
Crypto-Jews or conversos who are 
tracing their origins through DNA test-
ing. These B’nei Anusim, looking back 
to the generations of Jews who once 
fl ourished in Spain and Portugal, are 
rejoining the Jewish fold. What have 
they discovered that compels them to 
opt back in? As is said in Ladino: Ka-
minos de leche i miel! May you follow 
paths of milk and honey!

An eight-week course on the his-
tory of Spanish and Portuguese Jewry 

has been scheduled, starting on Mon-
day, October 15. Classes take place 
from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. in the Hecht 
Music School Building on The Larry 
Greenspon Campus for Jewish Life, 
580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Tuition 
is $60. Scholarships are available. To 
enroll or for further information, con-
tact me at marden.paru@gmail.com or 
941.379.5655.  

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is 
a 501(c)(3) non-denominational orga-
nization, which also operates in part 
through a grant from The Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee.

JLI course addresses dissonance 
between religion and western values
This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

This November, four local 
Chabad’s will off er a new six-
session course by the acclaimed 

Rohr Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) 
that openly addresses common chal-
lenges people have in their relationship 
with G-d.

Beginning the week of Octo-
ber 22, participants in the course will 
grapple with issues that many struggle 
with, including beliefs in Judaism that 
seem primitive or outdated, reconciling 
scientifi c fi ndings with ideas that can-
not be proven in a lab, and the role of 
religion regarding gender roles, rela-
tionship choices and other such contro-
versial issues.

“We recognize that almost every-
one has some degree of skepticism 
when it comes to religion,” said Rabbi 
Chaim Steinmetz, the JLI instructor in 
Sarasota,” 

This course is created for partici-
pants to think critically about these 
challenges – to approach them with 
an array of insightful perspectives – 
so they can articulate their beliefs to 
themselves and to the next generation 
with clarity and conviction. 

“Wrestling with Faith” explores 
questions such as: Why do I need G-d 
if I can live perfectly well without 
Him? Does G-d really care about the 
nuances of Jewish practice? Doesn’t 

the concept of “Jewish chose       nness” 
seems racist? How can we relate to a 
loving and caring G-d amid the experi-
ence of tragedy and suff ering? How do 
we reconcile compelling evidence for 
evolution and the age of the universe 
with a Bible that tells a diff erent story? 
Is it even possible to develop a rela-
tionship with a G-d I cannot perceive 
with my fi ve senses? 

“People often deal with such is-
sues by going on the defense,” ex-
plained Rabbi        Zalman Abraham of 
JLI’s Brooklyn, New York, headquar-
ters. “In this course we stay away from 
that. Instead, we embrace the challen-
ges wholeheartedly and seek a broader 

context through which to understand 
the issues.”

Jennifer Wiseman, a senior astro-
physicist at NASA and the director 
of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science’s Dialogue 
on Science, Ethics and Religion, com-
mented about the course: “At a time 
when science and technology domi-
nate the mechanics and framing of 
our modern lives, it is more important 
than ever to ask the bigger questions of 
life’s purpose and values. This course 
enables the seeker to embrace the 
achievements of modern science while 
seeking the higher gifts of wisdom, 
meaning and a personal relationship 
with G-d.”

JLI courses are sponsored by 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee. Like all JLI programs, this 
course is designed to appeal to people 
at all levels of        knowledge, including 
those without any prior experience or 
background in Jewish learning. All JLI 
courses are open to the public, and at-
tendees need not be affi  liated with a 
particular synagogue, temple or other 
house of worship. 

Interested students may call their 
local Chabad Center or visit www.
myJLI.com for registration and other 
course-related information. 

       JLI courses are presented locally 
in fi ve diff erent locations in conjunc-
tion with Chabad of Bradenton & 
Lakewood Ranch, Chabad of Sarasota 
& Manatee Counties, Chabad of Ven-
ice & North Port, and Chabad of West 
Bradenton.

JLI class locations 
and schedule:

Chabad of Bradenton
& Lakewood Ranch:
Wednesdays, beginning October 24, 
7:30 to 9:00 p.m.
at the Chabad House
941.752.3030
www.chabadofbradenton.com/jli
Chabad of Sarasota & Manatee 
Counties:
Wednesdays, beginning October 24, 
10:15 a.m. to noon
at the Chabad Center 
Wednesdays, beginning October 24, 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.
at The Larry Greenspon Family 
Campus for Jewish Life
941.925.0770 
www.sarasotachabad.com/jli
Chabad of Venice & North Port:
Tuesdays, beginning October 23, 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.
at the Chabad Education Center
941.493.2770 
www.chabadofvenice.com/jli
Chabad of West Bradenton:
Wednesdays, beginning October 24, 
7:30 to 8:45 p.m.
at the rabbi’s home
941.735.9049
www.chabadofwestbradenton.com

COVE CLEANERS – VOTED BEST DRY CLEANER IN THIS AREA SINCE 2002

Call us at 941-955-1111, ext 1 to learn more about our convenient 
FREE concierge pickup & delivery service to your home or business. Sign 
up and mention this ad to receive $15 OFF your first dry cleaning delivery. 

We use Eco Friendly Cleaning Solvents  
and offer exceptional service by  
our trained experts in  
stain removal.

Dry Cleaning | Drapery Cleaning with Take Down & Rehang | Carpet & Rug Cleaning | Alterations

www.covecleaners.com

Alan, Sue & Elaine Loring • David & Patti Wertheimer
Josh & Lisa Leuchter • Brad & Elisa Cohen

Ben & Stacy Hanan

JEWISH OWNED & OPERATED! LOCAL OWNERS:

10% OFF
DRY CLEANING

Bring this ad to any of our 
stores to receive this offer. 

Expires May 31, 2019.

1400 Fruitville Rd.
Sarasota

8523 S. Tamiami Tr. 
Sarasota

8724 East S.R. 70 
Lakewood Ranch

1060 S. Tamiami Tr. 
Osprey

STORE LOCATIONS

JN

941-365-8448      941-312-4730        941-758-7061      941-918-0837

JN

“These we honor”
Your Tributes



11AOctober 2018COMMUNITY FOCUS

 Pieter Kohnstam and Rabbi Jonathan Katz matched shofars at one point during the gathering

Nourishing the spirit of our survivors
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz  |  This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

When the time came to ob-
serve Rosh Hashanah in the 
Telz ghetto in Lithuania in 

1941, the men had already been de-
ported. Though there was no rabbi or 
cantor and only a few prayerbooks, 
the women still assembled in the old 
synagogue. Subsequently, the tender 
voice of a youngster was heard recit-
ing, “Bless the Lord who is blessed.” 
The women then responded, “Blessed 
be the Lord who is blessed forever and 
ever.”

In front of the Ark stood Tova 
Amalman, a little girl who was pray-
ing from memory. She also pretended 
to blow the shofar by putting her hand 
to her mouth and blowing through her 
fi sts. 

Apparently, Tova had helped a 
learned Jewish widower shop and pre-
pare meals for the Sabbath and other 
holidays. The only thing she requested 
in return was for him to teach her festi-
val prayers. So, at such a terrible time 
of mourning and fearful uncertainty, 
she sang to welcome the New Year and 
provide a semblance of comfort to the 
women who remained. Tragically, in 
late December of that year, the Nazis 
murdered most of the Telz women, in-
cluding Tova. 

Under excruciating circumstanc-
es in ghettos, in hiding and in camps 
across Europe, Jews still found ways to 
observe the High Holy Days and other 
sacred occasions. This is why holiday 
celebrations collectively sponsored 

by JFCS of the Suncoast, The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, 
Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Com-
munity Services (Clearwater), and 
the Conference on Materials Claims 
Against Germany are so appreciated 
by our local Holocaust survivors.

For several years, these organiza-
tions have enabled survivors to cel-
ebrate Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah and 
Purim in Sarasota and North Port. 

“For them to have these opportu-
nities to come together and experience 
some Yiddishkeit, enjoy a nice meal 
and sometimes even dance to live mu-
sic, is very important and meaningful 
for them,” explains Jan Alston, Direc-
tor of JFCS’s Holocaust Survivor Sup-
port Services Program. “It is always 

so heartwarming to see our survivors 
enjoying themselves.”

This year’s Rosh Hashanah gath-
ering at Temple Emanu-El featured 
a catered lunch, refl ections about the 
holiday’s meaning by Rabbi Michael 
Shefrin and Community Chaplain Rab-
bi Jonathan R. Katz, and entertainment 
by the Clearwater Jazz Foundation Band 
and many Temple Emanu-El preschool-
ers. Every survivor went home with a 
challah, apples and a jar of honey.
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as a 
Community Chaplain and Director 
of JFCS’s Jewish Healing Program, 
a partnership between The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and 
JFCS of the Suncoast.

The group savored a delicious holiday meal

“These we honor”
Your Tributes

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
GET WELL
Ernie Kretzmer
Howard, Ilene, Kim, Rich 
and Your Federation Family

IN MEMORY OF
Harvey Abel
Barbara T. Katz 
Janis Collier’s Beloved Mother
Debbie Yonker

BOB MALKIN YOUNG 
AMBASSADORS FUND
GET WELL
Ernie Kretzmer
Rebecca and Rich Bergman

COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

IN MEMORY OF
Betty Schoenbaum
Jeremy Lisitza

NOTE: To be publicly acknowledged in 
The Jewish News, Honor Cards require a minimum 

$10 contribution per listing. You can send 
Honor Cards directly from www.jfedsrq.org. 

For more information, please call 941.552.6304.

Tidewell Hospice 
is committed to meeting the spiritual  and physical 
needs of our patients and families.

www.tidewell.org  •  941-552-7500  •  855-Tidewell

As a certified Jewish Hospice, Tidewell offers:
• Mezuzah and Shabbat candles
• Spiritual consultation with Rabbi on request 
• Bible and prayer book

S a r a s o t a ' s  C o n s e r v a t i v e  S y n a g o g u e
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Shabbat Services
Friday 6:30 pm 
Saturday 9:00 am 

for our children 
Saturday  11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 

Shabbat  Shaboom 
& Youth Havurah

Morning Minyan
Sunday - Friday 
8:00 am - 9:00 am

O F F I C E  H O U R S

1 0 5 0  S O U T H  T U T T L E  A V E N U E  
S A R A S O T A ,  F L O R I D A  3 4 2 3 7  
9 4 1 . 9 5 5 . 8 1 2 1  
 
I N F O @ T E M P L E B E T H S H O L O M F L . O R G  
W W W . T E M P L E B E T H S H O L O M F L . O R G

" W h e r e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  f a m i l y  a n d  e g a l i t a r i a n  
C o n s e r v a t i v e  J u d a i s m  t h r i v e s  i n  S a r a s o t a  t h r o u g h  

p r a y e r ,  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e . ”

J U D A I C A  S H O P

Monday, CLOSED 
Tuesday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Wednesday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Thursday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Friday, 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Wednesday  & Thursday 
10:00 am -  3:00 pm 
closed on holidays

Let us help with your Judaic needs!

K o s h e r  K i t c h e n
M a h  J o n g g  ( w e e k l y )
R o o m  R e n t a l s
S i s t e r h o o d  &  M e n ' s  C l u b
Y o u t h  G r o u p s  
( P R E P ) P a v e r  R e l i g i o u s    
E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m

C a t e r i n g  S e r v i c e s  
C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n
D a i l y  M o r n i n g  M i n y a n
H o l o c a u s t  G a r d e n  
I d e l s o n  L i b r a r y  
J e w i s h  C e m e t e r y  
J u d a i c a  M u s e u m  
J u d a i c a  S h o p

C h
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S.O.S. group at JFCS 
celebrates milestone
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

Many are under the impres-
sion that the distress sig-
nal S.O.S. means “save our 

souls” or “save our ship.” Actually, 
though, the letters don’t stand for any-
thing. They just happen to correspond 
to a snippet of Morse code sequence 
chosen in 1908 to be the universal call 
sign for grave trouble. In other words, 
while this short sequence of dots and 
dashes just happen to correspond to 
the letters S.O.S., it was not created to 
expressively convey these particular 
letters. Nevertheless, because of this 
correspondence, over time the letters 
S.O.S. have become much more recog-
nizable than the code.

However, in the context of JFCS of 
the Suncoast, S.O.S. defi nitely means 
something as an abbreviation and a pro-
foundly important program. The agen-
cy’s Senior Outreach Services (S.O.S.) 
continues to touch many lives through 
the many support groups, aging-related 
presentations, socialization activities, 
referral guidance and other services it 
off ers. The Shabbat blessings are of-
fered every Friday at the lunch that is 
provided, and Jewish holiday celebra-
tions are held throughout the year. 

At a recent celebration in honor of 
the Friday S.O.S. group’s eighth an-
niversary, director Pam Baron shared 

how the program began through the 
generosity of Betty Schoenbaum and 
Al Goldstein. A poignant PowerPoint 
presentation highlighting S.O.S’s his-
tory, activities and achievements over 
the years was shown. Pam directed 
special attention to Nina Gitomer, the 
group’s fi rst volunteer who still contin-
ues to assist every week. 

Friday’s S.O.S. group focuses 
on those who serve as caregivers for 
spouses or others with dementia-relat-
ed conditions. Excerpts from letters of 
some of these caregivers expressing 
gratitude for the vital role S.O.S. has 
played in their lives were read. “You 
were the reason we survived the horri-
ble journey we traveled in the world of 
dementia. Your love and support will 
always be remembered by our family.” 
Another shared, “I could not accept 
this diagnosis. I could not accept I was 
losing him. I spiraled into a deep, deep 
depression. Then a friend suggested I 
call JFCS. There I found a compassion-
ate and supportive staff . I was falling 
apart and they put me back together.”

Community Chaplain and JFCS 
Healing Department Director Rabbi 
Jonathan R. Katz led everyone in a 
robust Shehecheyanu before cake and 
sparkling cider were enjoyed by all.

Friday S.O.S. group volunteers (front row:) Joan Gaberman, Norma Goldberg, Nancy Eisenstat, 
Shirley Fein, Ruth Orne, (back row:) Tim Rabbu, Nina Gitomer, Frank Buffi  one, Jack Holdstein 

and Rabbi Jonathan Katz (not pictured: Barbara Norman)

Temple Emanu-El welcomes 
home Rabbi Glickman from 
sabbatical
Temple Emanu-El welcomed 

home Senior Rabbi Brenner 
Glickman after a sabbatical 

fi lled with travel, learning, advocacy 
and renewal.

“The time away allowed for a 
slower rhythm that nourished me,” 
stated Rabbi Glickman. “It also made 
me excited to come back, and remind-
ed me how much I love being an active 
rabbi.” 

While Rabbi Glickman’s previous 
two summer sabbaticals were spent 
traveling in Israel, this year’s sabbati-
cal brought a variety of undertakings. 
Much of his sabbatical was devoted to 
his work with Leket Israel, the national 
food bank of Israel. Rabbi Glickman is 
the fi rst Reform Jew and only non-New 
York resident to serve on the board of 
American Friends of Leket, and he is 
bringing many innovations and new 
donors to this organization. 

Rabbi Glickman also traveled 
through Holland and Belgium, study-
ing the countries’ Jewish history, and 
meeting and worshipping with the lib-
eral Jewish congregation of Amster-
dam, a recently-arrived Syrian Jewish 
refugee, members of the Dutch Jew-

ish LGBTQ community, and Brus-
sels’ only daily minyan, which meets 
in a small side room of the magnifi cent 
Great Synagogue of Europe.

In his quieter hours, Rabbi Glick-
man “read great sermons with the goal 
of honing my own craft,” he added. 
“And I made a dent in a backlog of 
books and articles that I have been sav-
ing for years wanting to read.

“All in all, my time away was in-
vigorating and refreshing,” he con-
cluded, “and now I am glad to be back 
home and at temple where I belong.”

Rabbi Brenner Glickman

Read the current and previous editions of  The Jewish News online at www.jfedsrq.org.

I was at Fresh Start Cafe (downtown Sarasota) the other day and saw the owner, 
Hanna Schneider, giving away home-baked honey cakes for free to her costum-
ers for Rosh Hashanah. I thought it was such a beautiful gesture and wanted to 
let you know that this is going on in our little Sarasota. – Yael Campbell

avannah Grand is different from other assisted living
communities. While anyone can vacuum, clean, serve

food, transport residents and assist with medications—we truly go a step
further! We work to assure that our residents are emotionally and socially
content, collaborating with health and social service professionals to ensure
that each resident is happy and healthy. 
   Savannah Grand offers a full range of amenities within a comfortable,
home-like design. Our intimate size, just 37 apartments, allows us to
utilize this personalized approach to create an environment where our
residents thrive! That’s a tangible difference you’ll understand after a
visit to our community. Come see why The Grand has been a treasured
retirement choice for over 20 years.

avannah Grand is
communities. While

fofof od, transportrtr residents and assist wit

Signature
Community

A Trusted
Choice for

Over 20 Years
Assisted Living at

Savannah Grand

Come See Why
We’ve Been Voted

Sarasota’s Best!

Assisted Living at
Savannah Grand

VOTED 2017 BEST OF ASSISTED LIVING
FOR SARASOTA! 

VOTED 2017 BEST OF ASSISTED LIVING
FOR SARASOTA! 

ASSISTED LIVING RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
7130 Beneva Road • Sarasota, FL 34238

(941) 927-0404
www.SavannahGrandSarasota.com

Assisted Living Facility License No. 8636

Robert Krasow
Realtor®

Exceptional Service 

RobertKrasow@michaelsaunders.com
RobertKrasow.michaelsaunders.com 

Hablo Español

5100 Ocean Blvd • Sarasota, FL 34242
941.349.3444 • michaelsaunders.com

Above All

Robert Krasow

RobertKrasow@michaelsaunders.com
RobertKrasow.michaelsaunders.com 

Robert Krasow

RobertKrasow@michaelsaunders.com
RobertKrasow.michaelsaunders.com 

941.349.3444
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Friday S.O.S. group volunteers (front row:) Joan Gaberman, Norma Goldberg, Nancy Eisenstat, 
Shirley Fein, Ruth Orne, (back row:) Tim Rabbu, Nina Gitomer, Frank Buffi  one, Jack Holdstein 

and Rabbi Jonathan Katz (not pictured: Barbara Norman)

ish LGBTQ community, and Brus-
sels’ only daily minyan, which meets 
in a small side room of the magnifi cent 
Great Synagogue of Europe.

In his quieter hours, Rabbi Glick-
man “read great sermons with the goal 
of honing my own craft,” he added. 
“And I made a dent in a backlog of 
books and articles that I have been sav-
ing for years wanting to read.

“All in all, my time away was in-
vigorating and refreshing,” he con-
cluded, “and now I am glad to be back 
home and at temple where I belong.”

Read the current and previous editions of  The Jewish News online at www.jfedsrq.org.

Elect David Shapiro to Congress  
from Florida’s 16th District  

Uzi Baram
Alan Bandler
Roberta Berson
Fran Blum
Jack and Fran Braverman
Marc Briefman
Carol B. Camiener 
Robert I. Collins
Joan Corcoran
Heather Dunhill
Joel and Sherrie Eisenberg 
Rosalyn K. Fleischer
Dr. Bertram and Renee Gold 
Roz Goldberg 
David Goldman
Betsy and James Granite
Lou and Amy Grossman

Al and Hedy Guttman
Jacqueline M. Hanan 
Paul and Paula Hollinger
Alan Holtzman 
Linda Joffe
Kenneth and Rhonda Kaplan
Rabbi Richard and Ellen Klein
Tess Konchick
Seth Koplin
Ed Koplos
Wally Kraemer
Ben and Sandy Krause
Douglas Kuperman
Diana Lager
Lowell Lakritz
Steven Leavitt 
Don Malawsky

Dr. Bernard and Marion Levine
Bill Levine
Susan C. Levine 
Ruth and Andy Maass 
Shelley Markus
Jerry and Virginia Meketon 
Carolyn Michel
Howard Millman 
Marvin and Betty Morse
Mr. and Mrs. C Wm. Myers
Marilyn and Irv Naiditch
Betty Perlmutter
Burton L. Raimi
Ronnie Riceberg
Michael Richker
Marty Rosen
Phoebe Salten

Maggie and Mark Sharff
Nancy Shoenfeld
Lynne Spencer
Alan and Dale Sprintz
Judilee Sterne 
Giselle Stolper
Evans Tilles
Frank Tucciarone
Richard and Rita Weingarten
Merrill Weingrod
David and Patti Wertheimer
Jeanne Betty Wiener
Dennis Zimmerman
Harold and Phyllis Zabin

LIST IN FORMATION

Vote for David on Nov. 6, and urge your friends to do so, too. To read David’s Middle 
East Policy Paper and other position papers, or to contribute to his campaign, visit: 

www.voteshapiro2018.com
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Paid for by Shapiro for Congress

We, the members of the Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community who have signed 
this letter, strongly support David Shapiro for Congress! 

We think it’s time to replace Buchanan,  
a Congressional “Yes Man” whose votes benefit
him at the expense of Florida’s families.

Instead, let’s elect David Shapiro,  
a man of integrity, courage, decency,  
and sound judgment—who will put the  
interests of Florida and America ahead  
of his own!

Standing with Israel!
As a staunch, committed friend of Israel, 
David will be a strong voice in the Congress
for Israel’s right to thrive —in peace and 
security— as a Jewish, democratic state  
with Jerusalem as its capital.

David will also work tirelessly to: 
4 Protect Medicare & Social Security!
4 Make health care accessible and affordable!                   
4 Protect our Environment from the destruction caused by climate change! 
4 Force Gulf polluters to put the welfare of Florida’s families above their own gain!
4 Enact smart gun policies to save lives!   
4 Protect a woman’s right to control her health and her own body!
4 Preserve our national parks for future generations: no drilling, logging or mining!
4 Protect the rights of the LGBTQ community!
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Temple Beth Sholom leaders to be honored
Temple Beth Sholom will pay 

tribute to Rabbi Michael Wer-
bow and Past Presidents Emma 

Joels and Dr. Rob Katz on Saturday, 
December 8. The festive evening event, 
“Celebrate!,” will both recognize their 
many successful achievements and re-
joice in the congregation’s vibrant and 
growing membership.

Held on the 7th night of Chanukah, 
this annual major fun-raiser will fea-
ture kosher catering by Michael’s On 
East, premium open bar, and live mu-
sic and dancing to the Big Z Band plus 
surprise entertainment.

Under the leadership of the past 
presidents, fi nancial stability for the 
foreseeable future was ensured, and 
both Jewish and secular educational 
programming were greatly expanded. 
Since he moved to Sarasota with his 
beautiful family four years ago, Rabbi 

Werbow’s spiritual guidance and char-
ismatic warmth have helped inspire a 
positive and welcoming atmosphere at 
Temple Beth Sholom.

Dr. Rob Katz, refl ecting on these 
recent changes, said, “It is a pleasure 
walking into Temple Beth Sholom… 

We now openly look for opportunities 
to work collaboratively with others in 
our community. Temple Beth Sholom 
has one of the largest venues for social 
functions in our area that can be used 
by the synagogue or others, and we are 
continuing to improve upon our facili-

ties.”
Temple Beth Sholom, 

the only Conservative con-
gregation in Sarasota, off ers 
an egalitarian daily minyan, 
catering space for lifecycle 
events, and its own Jewish 
cemetery.

For information on the 
December 8 “Celebrate!” 
event, tickets or sponsor-
ship/underwriting opportu-
nities, please contact Nancy 
Hendricks, TBS Business 
Manager, at 941.955.8121.Emma Joels, Rabbi Michael Werbow, Rob Katz

Temple Sinai forms Social Action 
& Justice Committee
By Gail Glickman

Temple Sinai is stepping up its 
social action and justice initia-
tives by forming a committee to 

survey and assess social action at the 
temple, evaluating what is being done. 
Temple Sinai believes in the concept 
of tikkun olam (repair of the world) and 
non-partisan civic engagement in ser-
vice of our enduring values. Established 
early in 2018, the committee currently 
has 23 members with Cecile Klayton 
and Anne Schimberg as co-chairs.

The two aspects of the commit-
tee’s focus are social action and jus-
tice. Social action consists of meeting 
the world where it is and off ering as-
sistance. It is an awareness of needs. 
Some of the social action initiatives 
done by Temple Sinai include collect-
ing food, diapers, clothes and books. 
This creates change in the individual’s 
life but does not address the underlying 
causes of these needs. Justice is taking 
steps to focus on where things should 
be. The committee’s goal is to improve 
the world. One idea spearheaded by 

David Stein was a project to work in 
the All Faiths Food Bank warehouse 
over the summer. 

Rabbi Geoff  Huntting and the Re-
ligious Action Center of Reform Ju-
daism (RAC), an organization of the 
Union for Reform Judaism, provide 
inspiration, support and guidance.

On Sunday, October 14 at 1:00 
p.m., Temple Sinai will present a free 
program open to the community called 
“Second Chances and Teshuvah,” fo-
cusing on Florida’s Amendment 4. This 
amendment would allow felons who 
have served time, gone through pro-
bation and returned to the workforce, 
the right to vote. Currently Florida has 
a harsh policy requiring individuals, 
some of whom are veterans, to spend 

thousands for a lawyer to apply for re-
instating voting rights. This most infor-
mative session will help the voter learn 
more about a very important amend-
ment.

Anne Schimberg and Cecile Klayton

PaiSanO’s
I T A L I A N  B A K E R Y
PaiSanO’

• Babka     
• Rugala 
• Strudel    
• Hamantaschen

PaisanosItalianBakery.com

941.926.8422
2736 Stickney Point Road

BEST 
LOCAL 

BAKERY

    

  
• Hamantaschen• Hamantaschen• Hamantaschen• Hamantaschen• Hamantaschen• Hamantaschen• Hamantaschen

941.926.8422
2736 Stickney Point Road

    

2017
WINNER

1 month

FREE
RENT

(UP TO $5,187)

NO
2ND PERSON

FEE
(FOR 6 MONTHS)

RENT
RATE

FREEZE
(FOR 12 MONTHS)

Come experience the feeling of home at Aviva – A Campus for Senior Life. 
Our incredible campus is bursting with exciting programs, Jewish culture, and 
a community where everyone is part of the mispucha! Your home can mean so 

much more, so come be a part of the Aviva experience.

Be one of the first 5 leases signed by October 31st 
and choose from one of these limited time offers!

Sarasota’s ONLY Rental Senior Campus Offering All Levels 
of Living: Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care, 

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation.

• Spacious Apartments 
with Lanais

• 24/7 Front Desk Services
• Housekeeping Services

• State-of-the-art Wellness Center
• Onsite Campus Rabbi
• Fine & Casual Kosher Dining
• Educational Seminars 

& Cultural Experiences

• Transportation
• Weekly Shabbat Services 

& Jewish Holiday Observance
• And So Much More!

*Please note these offers are only eligible for leases signed before October 31st. Only one offer 
per unit. Promotion only applies to base monthly rent, some restrictions may apply.*

What makes a community
feel like home?

Home is more than just where you live,
it’s about how you live.

1951 N. Honore Ave. | Sarasota, FL 34235 
941.225.8369 | AvivaSeniorLife.org

Assisted Living Facility #8951  |  Skilled Nursing Facility #130471046

L’Chayim
HERE’S “TO LIFE” ON THE GULF COAST

Committed to the Jewish 
Community for over 20 years,  
Stacy is passionate about 
real estate and strives to build 
ever-lasting relationships 
based on exceptional service, 
uncompromising values and  
a strong work ethic.

Stacy Hanan, Realtor®

941.266.0529
StacyHanan@michaelsaunders.com

1605 Main Street | Sarasota, Florida 34236 | 941.951.6660

Interested candidates should contact the JCV via 
        jcvrabbisearch@gmail.com  
                                  or by phone at 
                      941-484-2022

The Jewish Congregation of Venice (JCV), Florida,  
is seeking a full-time Rabbi to serve the Congregation  

beginning on July 1, 2019. 

The JCV is a non-affiliated Jewish Congregation consisting of 
approximately 300 members founded in 1980 as a place to 

worship, socialize and celebrate Jewish traditions and values. 
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thousands for a lawyer to apply for re-
instating voting rights. This most infor-
mative session will help the voter learn 
more about a very important amend-
ment.

Anne Schimberg and Cecile Klayton

Black Sabbath in Rome
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Seventy-fi ve years ago this 
month, on October 16, 1943, a 
roundup of the Jews of Rome 

began. Early on that Saturday morning, 
Rome’s ghetto was surrounded by Ger-
man forces, prior to a thorough door-

to-door search for 
Jews. The Germans 
were carrying pre-
pared lists of names 
and addresses, and 
knew exactly who to 
target. With only a 
few minutes to pre-
pare themselves, the 

Jews who had been taken in the razzia 
(roundup) were conveyed to the Colle-
gio Militaire (Military College), there 
to await their fate.

At the outset of World War II, Italy 
had a population of over 44 million, 
of whom some 52,000 were Jewish. A 
Jewish presence in the country dated 
back well over 2,000 years, and with 
such longevity the community became 
completely integrated within Italian 
society and culture. Italians in general 
did not exhibit open anti-Semitism, and 
unlike National Socialism in Germany, 
Italian fascism was not predicated on 
theories of ethnic and racial hierar-
chies or anti-Semitism. Indeed, until 
the Italian National Assembly passed 
a series of anti-Semitic laws in 1938, 
Jews were even permitted membership 
in the Fascist Party.

As Italy’s dictator, Benito Musso-
lini, tied his nation closer to Germany, 
however, he came under increased 
pressure to crack down on Italian Jews. 
The anti-Jewish laws of 1938, when 
they were introduced, were watered-
down versions of Germany’s Nurem-
berg Laws: they excluded Jews from 
serving in the military and from certain 
professions; Jews were not permit-
ted to hold government positions or to 
work in radio and journalism; marriage 
between Jews and non-Jews was pro-
hibited; and resident alien Jews were 
placed in internment camps. Often, 
however, local authorities only half-
heartedly enforced these measures, and 
in some instances simply ignored them 
altogether.

This does not mean that Italian 
Jews in general did not suff er after 
these laws were passed, however, and 
a number left Italy, choosing to live in 
the Americas or elsewhere.

Italy entered World War II in June 
1940, fi rmly allied with Nazi Ger-
many. In pursuit of Mussolini’s grand 
visions of a new Roman Empire, Italy 
would eventually establish military oc-
cupations in southern France, Albania, 
Greece and Yugoslavia. German of-
fi cials expected the Italians to round 
up and deport Jews in those areas, but 
most Italian offi  cials wanted nothing to 
do with mass murder or deportations. 
As a result, during 1941-1943, thou-
sands of Jews fl ed German-occupied 
areas for the relative safety of Italian 
territory.

Rome was bombed for the fi rst 
time on May 16, 1943. On July 25, 
1943, Benito Mussolini was deposed 
by the Fascist Grand Council as Prime 
Minister and arrested on order of King 
Victor Emmanuel II. Mussolini’s suc-

cessor, Marshal Pietro Badoglio, then 
began secret negotiations for Italy’s 
surrender. 

On September 3, the Italian main-
land was invaded. The same day, Gen-
eral Giuseppe Castellano signed an 
armistice agreement with the Allies in 
Cassibile. The agreement was made 
public on September 8, and the Ger-
mans, increasingly desperate to ensure 
that Europe’s southern fl ank be safe-
guarded – as well as to be done with 
vacillation regarding the implementa-
tion of the Final Solution – hastened 
to fi ll the vacuum this created with a 
full-scale invasion of Italy.

There is little doubt that the Ger-
mans felt frustrated over the fact that 
the Final Solution had, as they saw 
it, been endangered by the actions of 
some Italians. Italy was, after all, Ger-
many’s closest ally in Europe, and it 
was in Europe that the war against the 
Jews was being played out.

The consequence was that the Ger-
mans now decided to impose a grind-
ing occupation on the Italians overall 
– and Italian Jews suff ered according-
ly. With the raid on the Rome ghetto 
on October 16, Jews were taken in re-
gardless of age, sex or health. Some 
managed to escape. In the days leading 
up to the razzia, offi  cials in the Vatican 
had learned of the possibility of such 
an action and managed to persuade 
Pope Pius XII to order the opening 
of Rome’s monasteries and convents 
as sanctuaries. Several thousand were 
sheltered this way, which only served 
to anger the Germans all the more. On 
October 16, however, well over 1,000 
Jews were caught by the Germans, 
with others in succeeding weeks.

Building on this start, through-
out October and November of 1943, 
German occupation authorities com-
menced a roundup of Jews in all of 
Italy’s large cities. The plan was to 
concentrate them at several points and 
then transport them to the death camps 
in Poland, but in many cases Italian 
civilians and offi  cials warned Jews of 
the operation in advance. Sometimes, 
they went so far as to hide Jews they 
knew, or give shelter to those seeking 
help.

On the other hand, the majority 
of all those arrested were deported to 
Auschwitz, where most died. Overall, 
it has been estimated that over 7,000 
Italian Jews became victims of the Ho-
locaust. The “Black Sabbath,” as iden-
tifi ed by author Robert Katz in a book 
of that title published in 1969, saw the 
start of the great ordeal for the Jews 
of Rome, and then all Italy. Although 
there had been a Jewish presence in 
Italy since the days of the Roman Em-
pire, it now faced one of its greatest 
challenges.

October 1943, 75 years ago this 
month, is yet another time for deep re-
fl ection for Jews with an awareness of 
what it means to be free.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of His-
tory and the Director of the Center for 
Judaic, Holocaust, and Genocide Stud-
ies at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
He can be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.
edu.

Dr. Paul Bartrop

For clear, healthy skin, visit Dr. Joshua Newman, nationally 
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Sarasota Herald Tribune. 
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Mohs Micrographic Surgery

Schedule your annual appointment today!
CenterForSight.net  •  941.488.2020

Dermatology by Newman

Joshua M. Newman, M.D.
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Castle Connolly Medical, Ltd.

Bill Graham and the Rock & Roll Revolution explores the extraordinary  
life of renowned music promoter Bill Graham (1931 - 1991) who  
helped launch and promote the careers of countless rock & roll  
artists. It also traces the indomitable spirit of a man brought to  
the United States as an eleven-year-old Jewish refugee fleeing  
the Nazis, fueling a lifelong passion and advocacy for justice.

Bill Graham and the Rock & Roll Revolution is now open at  
The Florida Holocaust Museum.

55 Fifth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 • 727.820.0100 • www.TheFHM.org
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Bill Graham and the Rock & Roll Revolution is organized and circulated by the Skirball Cultural Center, Los Angeles, in association 
with the Bill Graham Memorial Foundation, and made possible by the support of Alex Graham,  David Graham, and Danny Scher.
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Recounting how the ancient faith redefi ned itself 
in the 18th and 19th century United States
Book review by Philip K. Jason, Special to The Jewish News

Phil Jason

There’s the story of the rabbi 
who went to a Jewish commu-
nity center mixer to welcome 

newcomers. When someone asked 
him what kind of rabbi he was, he an-
swered, “Jewish. I’m a Jewish rabbi.”

Was he making a joke? Didn’t he 
know that the questioner wanted to 
know if he was Orthodox, Conserva-

tive, Reform, Re-
constructionist, 
Hasidic or some 
other variation of 
the religious spec-
trum? Of course, 
he knew. It was 
a serious answer, 
but with a bit of a 
wink.

The story that 
Steven R. Weisman tells in The Chosen 
Wars is, among other things, the story 
of the search for a unifi ed Judaism re-
sponsive to time and place and seeking 
to be confi dent about a Jewish future. 
It’s the story of growing opportunities 
for Jews to enter cultural mainstreams 
and the costs and consequences of ad-
mission. It is a story told with power 
and precision.

After sketching the earliest arriv-
als of Jews in New Amsterdam (1654) 
and examining Jewish life in the Co-
lonial period, Weisman explores the 
peaks and valleys of migration – most 
often peaks – that occurred in the 18th

and 19th centuries. He details the early 
prominence of Charleston, South Car-

leaders of congregations 
fought over the ingredi-
ents for a single brand of 
Judaism: Jewish Juda-
ism or American Juda-
ism. He takes us through 
the many conferences 
where attempts were 
made, mostly with 
good intentions, to bar-
gain and to vote up or 
down which pieces of 
Jewish baggage to un-
load.

Biblical Hebrew? Longing for the 
restoration of the Temple? The Mes-
siah? The dietary laws (was the Trefa 
Banquet a horrible mistake or misun-
derstanding – or was it a purposeful, 
insulting act of rebellion)? Observance 
of the Sabbath? Literal understandings 

of Old Testament fa-
bles? The stigma of be-
ing a “chosen” people? 
And what about the cir-
cumscribed traditional 
roles of Jewish wom-
en? Shouldn’t they be 
equals in all respects?

Dealmakers came 
and went. Congre-
gations merged and 
separated. From it all, 
something emerged that 
can be called American 
Judaism.

It was shaped by people like Rabbi 
Isaac Wise, Isaac Leeser, Felix Adler, 
David Einhorn and scores of others. 
They fought over almost everything, 
including which prayers to be extracted 
from the new Judaism’s prayerbooks 
and whether or not to continue the tra-
ditions of wearing head coverings and 

The Chosen Wars: How Judaism 
Became an American Religion, 

by Steven R. Weisman. 
Simon & Schuster. 368 pages. 

Hardcover $30.00.

olina, as a place where immigrant Jews 
could build a vibrant community.

He examines the interplay between 
becoming an American with almost 
unimaginable rights and holding on to 
the traditional responsibilities of Jew-
ish life as it had existed in past centu-
ries. Along the way, Weisman explores 
the vying strands of Ashkenazi and 
Sephardic Jewish culture.

Part of the process of fi tting in 
had to do with imitating what Ameri-
cans expected in houses of worship. 
To that end, many synagogues echoed 
the grandeur of churches, particularly 
Presbyterian churches. 

But how did Jews make the tran-
sition from various corners of Europe, 
where they were so often victims of 
persecution, to an unaccustomed secu-
rity and even prominence in the land 
of the free? Weisman 
presents the saga in its 
many parts, drawing 
on a series of fasci-
nating characters and 
stressful crises.

How did the Civ-
il War aff ect Jewish 
communities and in-
dividual Jewish lives? 
Weisman reveals the 
answers. How did the 
huge infl ux of Jews in 
the later 19th century 
impinge upon Jews 
already here for generations? Readers 
will fi nd out.

Weisman also presents the key 
issues of the Jewish Enlightenment 
in Europe (the search for rational re-
ligion) and its parallels in the United 
States. He shows readers how the ma-
jor players, spiritual leaders and lay 

prayer shawls. They ed-
ited and published rival 
Jewish newspapers to 
promulgate their posi-
tions. They took turns 
praising and demonizing 
one another. In most cas-
es, these were giant per-
sonalities; in many cases, 
they had giant egos.

Weisman writes in a 
straightforward, accessible
 style. His decisions about 
the major and minor divi-
sions of his enormous body 

of material are eff ective. It is likely that 
readers will fi nd themselves judging 
him to be consistently fair-minded.

The Chosen Wars is no doubt the 
most signifi cant contribution to writ-
ings about the Jewish experience in 
the United States since Jonathan D. 
Sarna’s American Judaism: A His-
tory (2004). It makes the issues come 
to life, especially the primary one: In 
what ways can a people who strive to 
be part of wider society reconcile the 
historical reality – born of both choice 
and coercion – of being apart from 
it?
Originally published in the Washing-
ton Independent Review of Books. Re-
printed by permission.
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeritus 
of English from the United States Na-
val Academy. He reviews regularly for
Florida Weekly, Washington Indepen-
dent Review of Books, Southern Lit-
erary Review, other publications and 
the Jewish Book Council. Please visit 
Phil’s website at www.philjason.word
press.com.

Steven R. Weisman

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
The Spiritual Bucket List
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Well I made it to another 
New Year,” Saul said. 
“But will we make it to 

the next one?” mused Ellie. Saul and 
Ellie sat at a table sipping coff ee (de-
caf, of course!) thinking about the 

year that was and 
the year ahead. 
“Rosh Hasha-
nah’s come and 
gone and there 
are still things 
we want to do,” 
Saul said, “but 
who knows how 
much time we’ve 
got left?” 

Saul and Ellie may not have said 
it in so many words, but they are talk-
ing about a concept called “The Bucket 
List,” fi rst popularized by screenwriter 
Justin Zackham in the 2007 movie of 
the same name. In the fi lm, Jack Nich-
olson and Morgan Freeman portray 
characters, each dealing with a termi-
nal cancer diagnosis, who decide to put 
their wish list into action by seeing and 
doing all the things they’ve only talked 
about but never got around to accom-
plishing. 

Although the bucket list idea now 
has its own website (bucketlist.org) 
with more than 800,000 participants 
and 7.5 million goals, some histori-
ans believe that the term itself has to 
do with an ancient religious practice 
where a bucket of holy water was 
placed at the foot of the bed where a 
deceased family member was laid out. 
When mourners came to visit the body, 
they would dip their hand into the 
bucket and sprinkle the departed with 
holy water. 

Others believe that the term origi-
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prayer shawls. They ed-
ited and published rival 
Jewish newspapers to 
promulgate their posi-
tions. They took turns 
praising and demonizing 
one another. In most cas-
es, these were giant per-
sonalities; in many cases, 
they had giant egos.

Weisman writes in a 
straightforward, accessible
 style. His decisions about 
the major and minor divi-
sions of his enormous body 

of material are eff ective. It is likely that 
readers will fi nd themselves judging 
him to be consistently fair-minded.

The Chosen Wars is no doubt the 
most signifi cant contribution to writ-
ings about the Jewish experience in 
the United States since Jonathan D. 
Sarna’s American Judaism: A His-
tory (2004). It makes the issues come 
to life, especially the primary one: In 
what ways can a people who strive to 
be part of wider society reconcile the 
historical reality – born of both choice 
and coercion – of being apart from 
it?
Originally published in the Washing-
ton Independent Review of Books. Re-
printed by permission.
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeritus 
of English from the United States Na-
val Academy. He reviews regularly for
Florida Weekly, Washington Indepen-
dent Review of Books, Southern Lit-
erary Review, other publications and 
the Jewish Book Council. Please visit 
Phil’s website at www.philjason.word
press.com.

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
The Spiritual Bucket List
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Well I made it to another 
New Year,” Saul said. 
“But will we make it to 

the next one?” mused Ellie. Saul and 
Ellie sat at a table sipping coff ee (de-
caf, of course!) thinking about the 

year that was and 
the year ahead. 
“Rosh Hasha-
nah’s come and 
gone and there 
are still things 
we want to do,” 
Saul said, “but 
who knows how 
much time we’ve 
got left?” 

Saul and Ellie may not have said 
it in so many words, but they are talk-
ing about a concept called “The Bucket 
List,” fi rst popularized by screenwriter 
Justin Zackham in the 2007 movie of 
the same name. In the fi lm, Jack Nich-
olson and Morgan Freeman portray 
characters, each dealing with a termi-
nal cancer diagnosis, who decide to put 
their wish list into action by seeing and 
doing all the things they’ve only talked 
about but never got around to accom-
plishing. 

Although the bucket list idea now 
has its own website (bucketlist.org) 
with more than 800,000 participants 
and 7.5 million goals, some histori-
ans believe that the term itself has to 
do with an ancient religious practice 
where a bucket of holy water was 
placed at the foot of the bed where a 
deceased family member was laid out. 
When mourners came to visit the body, 
they would dip their hand into the 
bucket and sprinkle the departed with 
holy water. 

Others believe that the term origi-

nated in the Middle Ages and derives 
from a grisly practice of placing a 
bucket under the feet of a condemned 
criminal who was about to be hanged 
– an act accomplished when the execu-
tioner “kicked the bucket.” Later the 
idiom was used generally as a slang 
term for death as in Joe “kicked the 
bucket.”

Regardless of its historical context, 
blog ger K-Dean, among others, notes 
that “many people believe that creat-
ing a bucket list channels your energies 
into accomplishing goals rather than 
wasting the time we have on Earth on 
things that don’t matter.” If that’s true, 
the advent of a new Jewish year might 
be the perfect time to consider a Spiri-
tual Bucket List.

Dr. Erica Brown thinks so. In 
2016 she shared her ideas regarding a 
Spiritual Bucket List in a provocative 
article that appeared in Jewish World 
Review. In her piece, Dr. Brown refers 
to the Book of Psalms (90:12), where 
we read, “So teach us to number our 
days that we may get a heart of wis-
dom.” Dr. Brown goes on to explain 
that our Tanak (Hebrew Bible) is fi lled 
with stories of death bed scenes, and 
although our biblical heroes didn’t 
know from the phrase “bucket list,” Dr. 
Brown explains that “they had a very 
deep understanding that the last words, 
blessings and demands one makes are 
listened to with a diff erent kind of at-
tention.”

So to all of our Sauls and our Ellies 
who wonder if they will see another 
yontiff , Dr. Brown encourages you to 
consider creating and then accomplish-
ing your own Spiritual Bucket List. 
Some ideas include:

  Make that donation that you’ve 

been meaning to do. Write the 
check and put it in the mail.

  Volunteer in a school, daycare cen-
ter, senior center or synagogue

  Read the weekly parsha and talk to 
a friend about it

  Clear up a misunderstanding
  Reconnect with a childhood friend
  Compliment someone on a job 

well done
  Open the jewelry box and select 

pieces to give to your grandchil-
dren. Write a short note about the 
history of each piece.

  Shred useless documents and recy-
cle the scraps, knowing that when 
you pass on you’ve made the sort-
ing process easier for your children

  Even if it’s just for fi ve minutes, 
get outside and enjoy a meditative 
moment surrounded by nature

  When you become annoyed or an-
gry, apologize right away
In the fi lm, Morgan Freeman mus-

es that “Forty-fi ve years go by pretty 
fast.” Jack Nicholson agrees when he 
says that “the years pass like smoke 
through a keyhole.” They’re gone be-
fore we even notice. Creating and ded-
icating oneself to a personal Spiritual 
Bucket List off ers us, in our later years, 
the tranquility of focusing on what is 
important and the comfort that comes 
with making things right. 
For ten years Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life in Sarasota as resident rabbi. Cur-
rently as Aviva’s Rabbi Emerita, she 
shares her experiences on Aging Jew-
ishly. Contact her at Rabbi@Rabbi
Barbara.com.
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Meteor Festival in Israel: a visionary 
and cutting-edge musical journey

PMPSuncoast.org  •  941-955-4942

Celebration Concert
JANUARY 5, 2019 • 5:00 PM
Sarasota Opera House
Tickets on sale October 1

Call the Sarasota Opera House  
Box Office: 941-328-1300  
(Group Sales Available)
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th

A nniversary

Itzhak Perlman — 

In the Fiddler’s House 
A Night of Klezmer
DECEMBER 17, 2018 • 7:30 PM
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall

Tickets on sale NOW!

Call the Van Wezel  
Box Office: 941-953-3368

Groups 10 or more save 10%!  
Call 941-363-2025 

By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

This year, between the end of 
summer and the onset of Rosh 
Hashanah, an event of note took 

place in Israel which I thought was 
worth noting. Readers of my column 

know that I am 
all about promot-
ing peace (sha-
lom bayit) and 
in my belief that 
the power of mu-
sic is one way to 
achieve at least 
“the start” of a 
dialogue. 

The Meteor 
Festival, as it was called, took place 
from Thursday, September 6 through 
Saturday, September 8 in Pecan Park, 
Lehavot HaBashan* in the Upper Gali-
lee in Israel. For three days and two 
nights, more than 50 international acts 
and as many local artists performed, 
presenting a wide range of styles to 
audiences that spanned several gen-
erations. The format consisted of fi ve 
separate stages and included an open-

air cinema, arcade tent, art displays 
and food courts. A campsite next to the 
festival site allowed families to partici-
pate in this cutting-edge event.

Believe me when I say you have 
never heard of many of these perform-
ers – groups included Buttering Trio, 
Honey Dijon, Musa Masa, Flying Lo-
tus of Montreal, Assaf Amdursky, The 
Great Machine and endless others with 
strange sounding names. But when I 
checked them out, I found a plethora 
of sound and talent such as I had never 
heard! From the hypnotic disco sound 
of Australian producer Tornado Wal-
lace to the funky jazz beat of the mul-
ticultural ensemble Quarter to Africa, 
each group I listened to on YouTube 
never failed to amaze me with their 
originality and panache.

In the month prior to the festival, 
the organized BDS movement had tar-
geted dozens of musical acts who had 
planned to participate. (See my article 
published in The Jewish News in April 
2018, “BDS: The Israeli Music Scene 
and the Cultural Boycott.”) Many 

dropped out in order not to lend their 
name to what they call “art-washing 
Israel’s crimes against Palestinians.” 
Some South African groups had de-
clined to participate in solidarity with 
the apartheid movement. Others, how-
ever, chose to perform, ignoring the 
political implications of their appear-
ance in the festival.

Once again I refer to my April ar-
ticle in which I wrote, “It would do 
us well to remember the words of Sir 
Elton John, who wrote in 2010, ‘Mu-
sicians spread love and peace, and 
bring people together.’” I believe in 
this wholeheartedly and will continue 
to write about it in my future columns. 
I am continually looking for groups 
that promote this idea and you will be 
reading about such groups in my future 
writings. 

*Lehavot HaBashan (in Hebrew, 
Flames of the Bashan) is a kibbutz in 
the Hula Valley near Kiryat Shmona. 
Located in the Upper Galilee, it has a 
population of about 860. The village 
was established in 1945 by immigrants 
from Germany and Poland in Eretz 
Israel by Youth Aliyah. They special-
ize in the production of fi re protection 
equipment.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups for 
over 25 years and also sings in Venice’s 
Chorale (formerly Exsultate!). Her in-
terest in choral music has led to this 
series of articles on Jewish folk music 
in the Diaspora.
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identifi ed as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are 
also identifi ed as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column at le� ) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The � rst search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also, 
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 
great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your 
Family’s History?

New TV Shows: Jewish Connections
Here are the new TV shows/mini-
series that premiered in September, or 
will start in early-to-mid October, that 
have a major Jewish connection. 

The Good Cop is a ten-episode 
comedy/drama Netfl ix series that pre-
miered on Friday, September 21. It 
is based on an Israeli TV series. The 
American version (which may have a 
2nd season if viewers like it) was cre-
ated by ANDY BRECKMAN, 63. He 
was the creator of Monk and it remains 
his biggest hit. Tony Danza plays a 
disgraced former NYPD offi  cer who 
never followed the rules. Josh Gro-
ban (who isn’t Jewish) plays Danza’s 
straight-arrow son, an NYPD detec-
tive. The two become unoffi  cial part-
ners and solve crimes. 

Emma Stone and JONAH HILL, 
34, co-star in Maniac, a Netfl ix limited 
series that premiered on Friday, Sep-
tember 21. They play two strangers 
with mental problems who are drawn 
to the late stages of a mysterious phar-
maceutical trial. They hope the drug 
used in the trial will cure their prob-
lems almost instantly. Appearing in 
recurring roles are JULIA GARNER, 
24, (Ozark) and JEMIMA KIRKE, 33 
(Girls). 

Single Parents premiered on ABC 
on Wednesday, September 26. It’s a 
comedy about Will Cooper (Taram 
Killiam), a single father of a young 
daughter. His friends urge him to get 
back in the dating game. BRAD GAR-
RETT, 58, (Robert on Everybody Loves 
Raymond) has a regular role as Doug-
las, a wealthy widower with two young 
twin daughters. He urges Cooper to 
“hire a babysitter” and get out there. 

The Neighborhood, a comedy/dra-
ma, begins on Monday, October 1 on 
CBS. MAX GREENFIELD (Schmidt 
on New Girl) stars as Dave Johnson. 
Things get dicey when Johnson, who 
is described as the “nicest guy in the 
Midwest,” moves his family to a tough 
L.A. neighborhood. Many people there 
don’t appreciate his extreme neighbor-
liness. 

Star Wars: Resistance starts on the 
Disney Channel on Sunday, October 
7. This series is set decades after the 
events in the Return of the Jedi and six 
months before the events of The Force 
Awakens. Resistance follows Kazuda 

Xiono, a pilot who is recruited to spy 
on the growing threat of the First Or-
der. JOSH BRENER, 33, (Nelson 
“Big Head” Bighetti on Silicon Valley) 
is a series regular. 

The Romanoff s is an eight-episode 
anthology series that begins stream-
ing on Amazon on Friday, October 
12. It’s about people around the globe 
who believe themselves to be descen-
dants of the Russian royal family. The 
premise, on fi rst read, made me think 
that this series would romanticize the 
Romanoff s (as some documentaries 
do). The Romanoff  Tsars, collectively, 
had a terrible record of anti-Semitism 
and a lot of Jewish blood was/is on 
their hands. Their cruel bigotry is often 
glossed-over or simply overwhelmed, 
in a sense, by the brutal way in which 
the last Tsar, a Romanoff , and his fam-
ily were killed.

However, then I read that the 
creator and writer of the series is 
MATTHEW WEINER, 53. He gets 
historical details right and his new 
show may be great. Weiner was a major 
writer for The Sopranos and the creator 
and writer of Mad Men. Mad Men has 
to be ranked among the best TV series 
of all-time. The entire series is on Net-
fl ix. If you haven’t seen it, stay with 
Mad Men for the fi rst season and you’ll 
be hooked. Stars in a Romanoff  episode 
include PAUL REISER, 62, COREY 
STOLL, 42, NOAH WYLE, 47, JON 
TENNEY, 56, and AMANDA PEET, 
46.

Camping is a comedy that starts 
on Sunday, October 14 on HBO. It 
follows Walt (David Tennant), whose 
45th birthday was supposed to be a de-
lightful back to nature weekend. It was 
organized by his aggressively control-
ling wife Kathryn (Jennifer Garner). 
Well, of course everything that can go 
wrong does. Based on a Brit TV se-
ries, the American version is written 
and produced by LENA DUNHAM, 
32, (Girls) and JENNI KONNER, 
47 (Girls). Series regulars include 
BRETT GELMAN, 41, and IONE 
SYKE, 47. Remember her from the 
’80s romantic classic Say Anything? 
Her father is Donovan, the famous ’60s 
Scottish folk rocker. Her mother is an 
American Jew. Her husband, rocker 
BEN LEE, 39, is Jewish. 

Last, but not least is The Connors, 

which starts on ABC on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 16. It is the latest iteration of 
Roseanne, the TV series. The charac-
ter Roseanne (Connor), co-star John 
Goodman recently disclosed, is sup-
posed to die in pilot episode (for rea-

sons everybody in America knows). 
The Jewish cast members include 
SARA GILBERT, 43, as Darlene, the 
younger daughter, and MICHAEL 
FISHMAN, 36, as D.J., the Connors’ 
son.

 NEW PA T IEN T S  & 
MOST  I NS URA N CE S  

AC C EPT ED

3328 Bee Ridge Rd, Sarasota, 34239

abramsderm.com | info@abramsderm.com941.926.2300

MOHS Surgeon and fellow of the American Society of MOHS Surgery, Dr. 
Abrams is highly recognized to treating skin cancers. A major focus of Dr. 
Abrams and his dedicated medical staff is patient education on the 
systemic causes of skin conditions and the importance of preventative care.   
Our team of highly trained and friendly staff will provide you with the best 
care in a professional and comfortable environment. MOHS Surgeon and fellow of the American Society of MOHS 

Surgery, Dr. Abrams is highly recognized to treating skin cancers.   
Our team of highly trained and friendly staff will provide you 
with the best care in a professional and comfortable environment. 
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M OS T  I NS U RA N C ES  

AC C EP T ED

3328 Bee Ridge Rd, Sarasota, 34239

abramsderm.com | info@abramsderm.com
941.926.2300

Bradley Abrams, D.O.
Board Certified Dermatologist 

and Dematologic Surgeon 
Fellow of the American 
Society of Mohs Surgery

Be Healthy

Adult & Pediatric
Skin Exams
MOHS Surgery
Skin Cancer Screenings 
Wart & Mole Removal
Hair & Nail Disorders
Acne & Rosacea
Preventive Exams

Look Beautiful

Facial Fillers
Botox® & Xeomin®
Photo-Rejuvenation
Sclerotherapy
Laser Treatments 
CO2, vBeam
Men Services
Facials & Peels 
Anti-Aging Treatments

Dedicated to treating all Skin Care Needs

Catherine  Deans , L.M .A.

Shery l Wilson, ARNP-C

“I may still have my English accent, but I place my accent  
on providing the best possible service.”

Tired of the traffic?
THINKING OF 

MOVING FROM 
LONGBOAT TO 
DOWNTOWN?

Michael is the expert 
you need in finding 

you the perfect home 
in Sarasota and 

assisting you in selling 
your Longboat home. 

Michael has been 
connecting happy 
buyers with happy 
sellers in Sarasota  

for 25 years.

www.HomesInLongboatKey.com
email: michaelgranston@gmail.com
Call or Text Michael at 941-504-8018

Michael Granston
Century 21  

Pacesetter Gold Award

*Lehavot HaBashan (in Hebrew, 
Flames of the Bashan) is a kibbutz in 
the Hula Valley near Kiryat Shmona. 
Located in the Upper Galilee, it has a 
population of about 860. The village 
was established in 1945 by immigrants 
from Germany and Poland in Eretz 
Israel by Youth Aliyah. They special-
ize in the production of fi re protection 
equipment.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups for 
over 25 years and also sings in Venice’s 
Chorale (formerly Exsultate!). Her in-
terest in choral music has led to this 
series of articles on Jewish folk music 
in the Diaspora.
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B’ri-ah – Creation
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

The High Holidays are behind us. 
According to the Jewish calen-
dar, the count of the year 5779 

to the creation of the universe has be-
gun. The calendar, which dictates the 
Jewish year, was established by Rabbi 
Hillel of T’ver-ya in the year 359 C.E. 

Amazingly, with-
out a calculator or 
the internet, Rab-
bi Hillel fi gured 
out the way to 
adjust the count-
ing of the cycle of 
the moon and the 
cycle of the sun, 
and create a sys-
tem of a 19-year 

cycle which kept the celebration of 
holidays synchronized with the natu-
ral seasons and in accordance with the 
biblical dictum. This system is called 
sod ha-i-bur, “the intercalary method.” 

Keeping in mind that we are not 
interested here in science and cosmol-
ogy, but rather in the meaning of the 
word itself, it is interesting to note that 
at the center of the calculation of the 
passage of time and its count is the act 
of b’ri-at ha-o-lam, “the creation of 
the universe.” So, when a year is cited 
in the Jewish calendar, it is always re-
ferred to the primordial event of cre-
ation. This year, for example, which 
began on Rosh Ha-shannah, is the year 
5779 liv-ri-at ha-o-lam, “to the cre-
ation of the universe.” 

Let us look more closely at the 
meaning of the words liv-ri-at ha-o-
lam or, in short, la-b’-ri-ah. The word 
b’ri-ah means “creation,” and b’ri-at is 
a construct form meaning “the creation 
of.” Also, the la prefi x means “to the.” 
Thus, la-b’-ri-ah means “to the cre-
ation.” The word o-lam means “world” 

or “universe,” thus, b’ri-at ha-olam 
literally means “the creation of the 
world.” B’ri-ah appears only one time 
in the Bible (Num. 16:30). However, 
the verb bo-re or, the past tense, ba-
ra, out of which b’ri-ah is derived, ap-
pears 48 times in the text. In the Bible, 
the root b.r.a means “create,” “form,” 
“shape” and “produce.” It is a verb 
used exclusively to God’s act of the 
creation of the universe and all which 
is in it. It is not surprising that the fi rst 
sentence in the Bible begins with the 
words b’rashit bara Elohim… namely 
“in the beginning God created…” (Gen. 
1:1). It is equally not surprising that 
the Psalmist marveled at the process of 
creation, ki hu tzi-vah ve-niv-re-u, “He 
commanded and they were created” 
(Ps 148:5), and the prophet was at awe, 
exclaiming mi ba-ra kol ey-le, “who 
created all of these?” (Isa. 40:26)

So awed are we by the Divine act 
of b’ri-ah that the word bo-re is used in 
many of our blessings and the prayers. 
Take our eating habits, for example. 
Before eating or drinking we recite the 
blessing acknowledging God’s provi-
sion of food and sustenance. So, bo-re 
p’ri ha-gefen, “the creator of the fruit 
of the vine,” is recited before we drink 
wine. And, for food made from grain 
but not bread, we acknowledge the cre-
ator by saying the blessing bo-re mi-
nay me-zo-not, “the creator of varied 
kinds of foods.” And the list goes on.

In short, the words and blessings 
connected with the b’ri-ah and the bo-
re encapsulate our expression of awe 
of the creation and the creator.
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus College 
in Chicago, and an adjunct professor 
of Hebrew and Bible at New College 
in Sarasota.
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The ultimate guide to everything Jewish in Sarasota and 
Manatee counties, SHALOMSRQ is a NEW magazine-style 
resource guide that residents and visitors will keep on hand. 

SHALOMSRQ connects your business to a powerful demo-
graphic; our readers are affluent, well-educated, established, 
and philanthropic. Over half have said they frequently pur-
chase products or services from ads seen in our publications.*

WHAT’S INSIDE SHALOMSRQ?
SHALOMSRQ covers everything a local resident, visitor 
or newcomer needs to know when it comes to “all things 
Jewish” in Sarasota and Manatee Counties. 
• Synagogues & Temples
• Jewish Clubs
• Jewish Cultural Arts
• Jewish Education
• Jewish Food
• Jewish Gift Shops
• Jewish Service Providers
• Jewish Housing

• Jewish Youth & Teen 
Programs

• Jewish Calendar
• Israel Connections
• History of Jews in Sarasota
• Maps with Drop-pin 

Locators
• AND MORE!

AD PLACEMENT
Ads are placed into one of our regional sections — North, 
Central, South — with drop-pin locations included on its 
regional map; readers will be able to find your business easily!
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Don’t wait; the placement window to advertise in the first 
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JFEDSRQ.org/ShalomSRQ-Advertising

SHALOMSRQ is published by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

*Statistics from a survey conducted by the Circulation Verification Council.

DON’T MISS OUT!
Registering for The Jewish Federation’s weekly email newsletter  
means you won’t miss out on important community information.  

Go to JFEDSRQ.org and Click the  
GET UPDATES  button at the top of the page.

SIGN UP TO 
GET THE SCOOP WEEKLY!
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Jewish National Fund

WOMEN FOR ISRAEL  
AFTERNOON TEA

Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of The Red Tent

FEATURING NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLING AUTHOR

Anita Diamant

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 
2:00 - 4:00 pm 

No cost to attend. Dietary laws observed.

Michael’s On East
1212 S. East Ave., Sarasota, FL

Special Pre-Reception
1:00 pm

Special pre-reception open to all women contributing  
$360 or more to JNF’s 2019 campaign.

Michael’s Wine Cellar
1283 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL

RSVP by October 8 to RSVPNorthFL@jnf.org  
or 561.447.9733

EVENT CHAIR: Susi Benson Steenbarger
CO-CHAIRS: Fran Cohen and Shelley Goldklang

JNF BOARD PRESIDENT: Marsha Eisenberg

jnf.org ∙ 800.JNF.0099

One year after Harvey, Israelis still aid Texas, Caribbean
By Abigail Klein Leichman, ISRAEL21c.org, August 23, 2018

Harvey, Irma, Maria, José and 
Nate will forever be names as-
sociated with the catastrophic 

2017 Atlantic hurricane season. One 
year later, millions of people from Tex-
as to the Caribbean still suff er physical 
and psychological fallout from those 
disastrous weather events.

At the time, Israelis from IsraAID, 
Magen David Adom, Dream Doctors, 
ZAKA, the Israel Trauma Coalition 
(ITC), the Jewish Agency and United 
Hatzalah/Israel Rescue Coalition sent 
help in various capacities, including 
cleanup, search-and-rescue and trauma 
care.

With hurricane season now on the 
go again, ISRAEL21c looks at two 
organizations – IsraAID and the ITC 

– who have stayed in the region to con-
tinue healing wounds and preparing 
residents for the next big storm.
Houston
Hurricane Harvey made landfall on 
August 25, 2017, and wreaked havoc 
among some 13 million people in Tex-
as, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee 
and Kentucky. 

Much of the greater Houston area 
was fl ooded and tens of thousands of 
people needed emergency shelter.

The Israel Trauma Coalition or-
ganized a series of resilience training 

sessions for Houston clinicians, educa-
tors and administrators led by Israeli 
resilience counselors Reuven Rogel 
and Dalia Sivan.

Earlier this month, Rogel spoke 
with ISRAEL21c just before fl ying 
back to Houston to lead a fourth train-
the-trainers session for 28 profession-
als.

Four of those local trainers worked 
with Rogel on his previous trip, which 
provided personal resilience tools to 
89 police offi  cers serving in a mental-
health intervention force. Rogel also 
will work with fi refi ghters from near-
by Santa Fe, where a school shooting 
took place on May 18. Two additional 
sessions are planned later this year for 
Houston educators.

Over the past year, professionals 
trained by ITC have developed meth-
odologies and protocols to deliver to 
their own staff  in preparation for the 
next catastrophe.

“I think they’re much more able 
now to deal with disasters because 
we’ve created a conceptual framework 
for them,” Rogel tells ISRAEL21c.

As deputy head of the Commu-
nity Stress Prevention Center in Kiryat 
Shmona, Rogel and other ITC mem-
bers are also busy dealing with press-
ing mental-health issues at home, 

particularly among traumatized resi-
dents of Gaza border communities.

It was a huge question if it’s okay 
to leave in the middle of all that, and 
the answer is life should go on. We 
have staff  members who will do the 
work and I will stay in communica-
tion,” Rogel said on the eve of his de-
parture.

Niv Rabino, Tex-
as head of mission for 
IsraAID, has been in 
Houston since Hurri-
cane Harvey.

In cooperation 
with Tulane Uni-
versity and other 
partners, Rabino is 
going door to door 
in a 700-household 
community as a pilot project to assess 
social vulnerability and create a data-
base of people likely to need extra as-
sistance or education before and after 
a storm.

“We want to give community man-
agement teams more control after a 
storm by knowing where resources are 
needed and how to channel them in a 
cost-effi  cient way,” Rabino tells IS-
RAEL21c. “During Harvey, there were 
a lot of resources coming in but they 
weren’t always allocated well.”

This information is being integrat-
ed with data about environmental and 
infrastructure hazards. “Together that 
gives us a picture that’s pretty compre-
hensive. We don’t think anything like 
this has been done before as a tool for 
preparing for a future response.”

Rabino expects to stay at least 
until the pilot is done in late October. 
What happens after that depends on the 
weather. “If there’s another hurricane, 
I’m ready to start working,” he says.
Puerto Rico and Dominica
On September 18, 2017, Hurricane 
Maria became the fi rst recorded Cat-
egory 5 hurricane to strike the island of 
Dominica. Two days later, Maria made 
landfall in Puerto Rico.

Both Caribbean islands suff ered 
loss of electricity, homes, agriculture 
and other infrastructure. Resident dis-
placement and power outages still 
haven’t been fully resolved, and thou-
sands of citizens remain psychologi-
cally traumatized.

Since these islands are highly 
vulnerable every hurricane season, 
IsraAID and partner organizations 
launched long-term projects to im-

prove disaster response and commu-
nity sustainability.

Haley Broder of California went 
to Puerto Rico in June as deputy head 
of mission (previously she was deputy 
head of mission & UNICEF program 
in Dominica). Her team includes an 
Israeli environmental engineer, a lo-

cal programs coordinator, a psychoso-
cial specialist from Portugal and two 
American summer fellows.

Working with Interamerican Uni-
versity of Puerto Rico, IsraAID vol-
unteers are fi nishing a slow-sand 
gravity-based water fi ltration system 
in the rural mountainous Barrio Real 
neighborhood in the Pitallas munici-
pality. Barrio Real didn’t have power 
for seven months after Maria.

“Last year we were giving out wa-
ter fi lters and teaching people how to 
use them. The new system is a longer-
term approach to provide safe drink-
ing water off  the grid,” Broder tells 
ISRAEL21c.

IsraAID trained schoolteachers 
from the Aspira Association of Puerto 
Rico’s school network on how to help 
kids cope with trauma and use resilien-
cy techniques.

IsraAID’s water engineer trained 
15 Jewish residents of San Juan to 
teach members of the approximately 
200 households in Barrio Real about 
safe drinking water and avoiding wa-
ter-borne illnesses.

“One local woman said to me, ‘I 
had no idea who IsraAID was and I 
have no idea how you found us on the 
map but I’m so glad you’re here,’” re-
ports Broder. “Everyone is very grate-
ful.”

“We’re planning to be here for a 
while,” says Broder. “There are a lot 
of pocket communities still without 
power and there’s a need to build re-
siliency across the island because there 
is a threat of disasters to come. We had 
Tropical Storm Beryl in early July, and 

An IsraAID volunteer cleaning up in Houston after Hurricane Harvey

An IsraAID staff er oversees construction of a shelter in Dominica

JANUARY 15, 2019
7:00pm – 8:30pm

Beatrice Friedman Theatre, The Larry Greenspon Family  
Campus for Jewish Life, 580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota
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25 Years After the OSLO ACCORDS 
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

ABE FOXMAN, former National Director  
of the Anti-Defamation League

For more information about the Heller CRC,  
please contact Jessi Sheslow at 941.343.2109  

or jsheslow@jfedsrq.org
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At the Puerto Rico Capitol are IsraAID water engineer Mori Neumann, intern Nissim Roff e, 
former head of mission Hannah Gaventa and psychosocial expert Tamara Alon
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you could see a rising sense of anxi-
ety.”

In Dominica, IsraAID rushed in 
immediately after Hurricane Maria 
at the invitation of the locally-based 
Beverly Foundation.

Six Israeli doctors, part of an emer-
gency team supporting local healthcare 
facilities, saw 1,289 patients. Access 
to safe drinking water was assured for 
2,777 people through WASH (water, 
sanitation and hygiene) programs and 
150 temporary shelter tents were set 
up.

More than 13,000 children visited 
22 child-friendly “psychological fi rst 
aid” shelters around the island estab-
lished by IsraAID and UNICEF, where 
kids were guided in resiliency activi-
ties and adults were trained in psycho-

social support for children.
Working with a variety of partners, 

IsraAID then embarked on long-term 
projects focused on recovery and resil-
iency.

According to Hannah Gaventa, 
formerly director of the Puerto Rico 
Mission and now IsraAID’s country 
director for Dominica, all 73 schools in 
Dominica have participated in hazard, 
vulnerability and capacity assessment 
training and have built disaster pre-
paredness plans.

“We intend for every student on 
the island to understand what a disas-
ter is and make sure their homes and 
communities are safe in case of a hur-
ricane,” Gaventa tells ISRAEL21c.

Two Israeli architects brought in 
by IsraAID are working with local 
construction teams and partner spon-
sors to reroof 106 schools and houses 
damaged by Hurricane Maria. School 
building guidelines have been designed 
to ensure the buildings are resilient.

Rachel Ulysses, a Castle Bruce 
resident whose roof was repaired, 
wrote a “thank you” poem that began: 
“You guys are angels in the fl esh, you 
went around and made people’s hearts 
feel blessed.”

Gaventa is directing a team of six 
Israelis and 14 local and national staff  

to support IsraAID’s pro-
grams on Dominica.

One of these initia-
tives addresses the em-
ployment crisis sparked 
by the hurricane. Fourteen 
residents were trained 
as commercial beekeep-
ers through IsraAID’s 
HoneyAid program that 
has been successful in 
other countries. Vulner-
able young adults are 
being trained in construc-
tion.

“We only go to com-
munities where we are invited, and we 
work with great partners,” emphasizes 
Gaventa.

She organized a conference in Bar-
bados last May with UNICEF at which 
100 offi  cials of 18 Eastern Caribbean 
countries discussed lessons learned in 
the 2017 hurricane season.

“We talked about what went well, 
what could be improved and what one 
country can learn from another. We’ll 
do another in October because regional 
sharing of knowledge is really impor-

tant,” says Gaventa, who expects her 
team to remain on Dominica at least 
until the end of 2019.
Abigail Klein Leichman is a writer and 
associate editor at ISRAEL21c. Prior 

to moving to Israel in 2007, she was 
a specialty writer and copy editor at a 
daily newspaper in New Jersey and has 
freelanced for a variety of newspapers 
and periodicals since 1984.

Local Jewish volunteers trained by IsraAID gave door-to-door 
water-safety workshops in Puerto Rico DON’T FALL!

Spelled Different Because We Are Different

5922 Cattlemen Lane, Suite 100, Sarasota, FL 34232
(941) 378-8977 www.FYZICAL.com

• Balance Retraining and Fall Prevention
• Orthopedic and Neurological Rehabilitation
• Aquatic Physical Therapy
• Individualized Fitness & Wellness Programs

 Balance Retraining and Fall Prevention
We Specialize in...

 Individualized Fitness & Wellness Programs

Call now to schedule, or stop in!Call now to schedule, or stop in!

FREE 
FALL RISK ASSESSMENT!



24A October 2018 ISRAEL & THE JEWISH WORLD

BRIEFS

Everything we do is focused on increasing our clients’ enjoyment of their wealth.

We help them redeploy their wealth to more efficiently  
sustain their lifestyles, so they can have more fun,  

help their families, and create a lasting impact on society.

www.wealthenjoyment.com
941.951.0443

We just happen to be  
a Wealth Advisory Practice.

S I M P L I C I T Y    n
    P R O S P E R I T Y    n

    C O N F I D E N C E

Bruce Udell
CLU, ChFC, MCEP, RFC
Chief Executive Officer

Jeremy Udell
CFP®, President

continued on next page 

89 PERCENT OF ISRAELIS 
ARE HAPPY
As Israel prepares to celebrate the 
5779th year of the Hebrew calendar, Is-
rael’s population stands at 8,907,000, 
of whom 6,625,000 (74.4%) are Jews, 
the Central Bureau of Statistics report-
ed.

175,000 babies were born in Israel 
this past year, and 25,000 new immi-
grants arrived – 62% from Russia and 
Ukraine, 12% from France and 10% 
from the U.S.

Arabs in Israel number 1,864,000, 
20.9% of the population.

89% of Israelis polled said they 
were happy with their lives, while 84% 
assessed their health as “good.” (Ilan 
Lazarovich, Israel Hayom)

U.S. ENDS ASSISTANCE 
TO UNRWA
State Department Spokesperson 
Heather Nauert said Friday, August 31, 
“The Administration has carefully re-
viewed the issue and determined that 
the United States will not make addi-
tional contributions to UNRWA...The 
fundamental business model and fi scal 
practices that have marked UNRWA for 
years – tied to UNRWA’s endlessly and 
exponentially expanding community 
of entitled benefi ciaries – is simply un-
sustainable...The United States will no 
longer commit further funding to this 
irredeemably fl awed operation...Pal-
estinians, wherever they live, deserve 
better than an endlessly crisis-driven 
service provision model. They deserve 
to be able to plan for the future.

“Accordingly, the United States 
will intensify dialogue with the United 
Nations, host governments and inter-
national stakeholders about new mod-
els and new approaches, which may 
include direct bilateral assistance from 
the United States and other partners, 
that can provide today’s Palestinian 
children with a more durable and de-
pendable path toward a brighter tomor-
row.” (U.S. State Department)

PA HAS PAID $294,332 
TO JERUSALEM PIZZA 
BOMBERS
On August 9, 2001, a suicide bomber 
entered the Sbarro pizza shop in down-
town Jerusalem, detonated his suicide 
vest and murdered 15 people including 
seven children. 130 people were in-
jured. The suicide bomber’s family has 
received $50,124 from the PA as a re-
ward. The terrorist who planned the at-
tack and brought the bomber to Sbarro, 
Ahlam Tamimi, has received $52,681. 
The suicide belt was built by Hamas 
bombmaker Abdallah Barghouti, who 
has received $191,526 from the PA. 
(Maurice Hirsch and Itamar Marcus, 
Palestinian Media Watch)

TOUGH TIMES FOR 
PALESTINIANS DETAINED 
BY ISRAEL: PICNICS, 
PARTIES, SINGALONGS
Last December, a 17-year-old Pales-
tinian woman named Ahed Tamimi 
assaulted an IDF soldier and was ar-
rested and sentenced to eight months 
in prison. After her release, in an inter-

view on Al-Jazeera, Tamimi addressed 
the issue of how young Palestinians 
detained by Israel are treated.

Each day, she recalled, began with 
all the prisoners in her wing congre-
gating in the yard to enjoy a potluck 
picnic. Then, mornings were spent 
studying for her high school diploma. 
Lunches were again a communal aff air, 
followed by “having parties, sitting 
around together, singing, dancing, just 
passing the time, watching TV, jump-
ing around from room to room, going 
wild.” (Liel Leibovitz, Tablet)

THE QUESTION OF 
PROPORTIONALITY 
IN GAZA
During the recent fl are-up with Hamas 
in Gaza, several foreign correspon-
dents raised questions of proportion-
ality in the IDF’s conduct. The IDF 
conducted 180 precision strikes in 
Gaza, in the aftermath of which the 
Hamas Ministry of Health announced 
that three people had been killed. One 
of the dead was announced as a Hamas 
terrorist. The two others were a woman 
and her daughter. While their deaths 
are tragic, they are not an indication of 
a disproportionate response to Hamas’ 
bombardment of Israeli communities 
with 200 rockets and mortars, resulting 
in 28 Israelis that required medical as-
sistance.

The precision strikes on Hamas 
assets with so few deaths refl ects the 
deep and thorough IDF planning pro-
cess, its vast intelligence capabilities, 
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view on Al-Jazeera, Tamimi addressed 
the issue of how young Palestinians 
detained by Israel are treated.

Each day, she recalled, began with 
all the prisoners in her wing congre-
gating in the yard to enjoy a potluck 
picnic. Then, mornings were spent 
studying for her high school diploma. 
Lunches were again a communal aff air, 
followed by “having parties, sitting 
around together, singing, dancing, just 
passing the time, watching TV, jump-
ing around from room to room, going 
wild.” (Liel Leibovitz, Tablet)

THE QUESTION OF 
PROPORTIONALITY 
IN GAZA
During the recent fl are-up with Hamas 
in Gaza, several foreign correspon-
dents raised questions of proportion-
ality in the IDF’s conduct. The IDF 
conducted 180 precision strikes in 
Gaza, in the aftermath of which the 
Hamas Ministry of Health announced 
that three people had been killed. One 
of the dead was announced as a Hamas 
terrorist. The two others were a woman 
and her daughter. While their deaths 
are tragic, they are not an indication of 
a disproportionate response to Hamas’ 
bombardment of Israeli communities 
with 200 rockets and mortars, resulting 
in 28 Israelis that required medical as-
sistance.

The precision strikes on Hamas 
assets with so few deaths refl ects the 
deep and thorough IDF planning pro-
cess, its vast intelligence capabilities, 

and its nearly fl awless execution. Ki-
netic diplomacy sent a clear message 
and that message was proportionate. Its 
military action proved once again that 
Israel does everything professionally 
possible in order to limit the deaths of 
non-combatants. (Lt.-Col. (res.) Peter 
Lerner, former IDF spokesperson, Je-
rusalem Post)

STUDY: ISRAEL’S EXPORTS 
TO GULF STATES WORTH 
$1 BILLION
Israel’s exports to Gulf Arab states 
were worth nearly $1 billion in 2016, 
a new analysis of trade data suggests, 
despite their refusal to recognize Israel 
or have diplomatic relations with it.

The Tony Blair Institute for Global 
Change said its analysis of goods fl ow-
ing between third countries suggests 
the true amount of Israel’s direct trade 
in recent years with Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE is “close to” $1 billion.

The study said the current fi gure is 
only a tiny fraction of the trade’s po-
tential.

The institute said the true value of 
current trade is hidden in export statis-
tics of trade with third countries. These 
goods are then resold to the Gulf.

The institute estimates that the 
level of trade is greater than Israel has 
with Egypt and Jordan combined, de-
spite having peace treaties with both. 
(Jacob Atkins, i24News)

ISRAELI WATER FILTERS 
DONATED TO CAMEROON 
TO FIGHT CHOLERA
Water fi ltration systems from Israeli 
company NUFiltration were donated 
to Cameroon to help fi ght a cholera 
epidemic there.

NUFiltration acquires and steril-
izes used kidney dialysis fi lters that 
would otherwise be discarded and 
repurposes them in several fi ltration 
products.

One of these products, meant espe-
cially for hard-to-reach rural areas of 
developing nations, is a portable crank-
operated machine capable of taking 
water from a polluted source such as a 
river and purifying up to 500 liters per 
hour – enough to supply all the daily 
water needs of 300 to 400 people.

Last May, Israeli Ambassador to 
Cameroon Ran Gidor displayed NUFil-
tration’s portable unit at a public event 
showcasing innovative Israeli products 
for beekeeping and water purifi cation. 
Gidor worked with the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry’s MASHAV Agency for In-
ternational Development Cooperation 
to arrange a donation of $15,000 worth 
of NUFiltration equipment.

According to ReliefWeb, a cholera 

outbreak in Cameroon has claimed at 
least a dozen lives and sent hundreds 
of people, many of them children, to 
hospitals since May. The World Health 
Organization says cholera is primarily 
linked to insuffi  cient access to safe wa-
ter and adequate sanitation.

“Our aim is to share our techno-
logical advances in the domain of wa-
ter purifi cation with our Cameroonian 
partners,” said Gidor. “With simple, 
cheap Israeli technology we can assist 
those communities in Cameroon that 
have been affl  icted by cholera.”

UN-approved NUFiltration sys-
tems also are deployed in Ecuador, 
Colombia, Peru, the Fiji Islands, Cam-
bodia, Vietnam, Ethiopia, Ghana, Ken-
ya, Tanzania, Mali and Nigeria. They 
function for three years before needing 
new fi lters. (Abigail Klein Leichman, 
ISRAEL21c.org)

ISRAEL’S UNSUNG 
HUMANITARIAN MISSION 
SAVED THOUSANDS 
OF SYRIAN LIVES 
As the Assad regime completes its 
takeover of southern Syria, Israel is 
winding down its humanitarian and 
medical operation that saved thou-
sands of Syrian lives throughout the 
civil war. Israeli hospitals have treated 
4,800 Syrian civilians since 2011, half 
of them children. A separate fi eld clinic 
in the Golan Heights treated 6,000 Syr-
ian civilians since last year.

Brig.-Gen. (res.) Yossi Kup  er-
wasser, former IDF Military Intelli-
gence research division chief, said the 
Syrians “are much more aware than 
they were in the past that Israel is a 
force for good. In the past, due to edu-
cation programs, Syrians perceived Is-
rael as a demon that wants to expand, 
and which poses many dangers. Today, 
the Syrian public knows that Israel is 
a power that tried to help it, at least on 
the humanitarian level, during years of 
war. They know Israel provided extraor-
dinary care for the sick and wounded 
near the border. And beyond that, that a 
variety of Israeli humanitarian organi-
zations provided aid. That will remain 
in the Syrian public awareness.”

Syrian-Druze civilians living near 
the Israeli border have also become 
more friendly toward Israel, Kuper-
wasser assessed. “They see Hizbullah 
[which fought alongside the Assad re-
gime] as hostile. There has been an at-
tempt to force the Syrian-Druze in the 
southwest village of As-Suwayda to 
join Hizbullah. But they have resisted 
this. The Assad regime is also trying to 
forcibly recruit them, but they refused 
this as well.” (Yaakov Lappin, Investi-
gative Project on Terrorism)
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By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz, Community Chaplain

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

At the conclusion of a class, 
movie or other kind of pre-
sentation, I seek questions and 

comments since diff erent viewpoints 
foster good discussion. However, there 
are times when no hands are raised. I 

appreciate indi-
viduals can be 
shy, especially 
in groups, but if 
this occurs in a 
predominant ly 
Jewish setting it 
feels tantamount 
to cultural blas-
phemy. 

Since, as is commonly understood, 
when there are two Jews you get three 
opinions, according to the well-known 
Talmudic principle of al achat kama 
v’kama (all the more so), there should 
be exponentially more if twenty Jews 
are present. In other words, it’s virtu-
ally inconceivable that no query or 
conjecture would be off ered in this 
instance by members of what is prob-
ably, and proudly, the most opinionated 
people in the world. 

Maybe, Jews don’t feel as comfort-
able expressing themselves as color-
fully as they once did, like when, in the 
old country, they showed little hesita-
tion sharing feedback via choice Yid-
dish phrases such as: Zayn vort zol zayn 
a brik, volt ikh moyre gehat aribertsu-
geyn (If his word were a bridge, I’d be 
afraid to cross it), Az got hot geteylt 
dem seykhl bistu geshlofn (When God 
was doling out brains, you must have 
been asleep) or Er zol vaksen vi a tsi-
beleh, mit dem kop in drerd (He should 
grow like an onion with his head in the 
ground). 

Perhaps, like others, Jews are try-
ing to be politically correct. They don’t 
want to come across as brash, prefer-
ring to seem more genteel, a word that 
sounds like ‘gentile,’ which, as it hap-
pens, comes from the same linguistic 
root. But I don’t think this is true. Well, 
at least, not in Israel where there is never 
a shortage of those willing to give their 
two cents’, i.e. two shekels’, worth. 

Nevertheless, I actually enjoy oc-
casions when hands aren’t raised. 
Why? Because, I relish the opportunity 
to appear to condone it with the unper-
turbed response: “Okay, so no one has 
a question or comment. That’s fi ne. No 
problem. I fully understand.” Unfail-
ingly, this results in some deliciously 
quizzical looks because what self-re-
specting rabbi in his or her right mind 
would ever suggest silence is accept-
able when plenty of time has been left 
over for provocative exchange?

So, just as everyone is starting to 
get up from their seats thinking the pro-
gram is over, I pull a qualifi er out of my 
back pocket: “I recognize, I get that no 
one has a question or comment.” This 
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Establish patterns of kindness

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Michael Werbow
Temple Beth Sholom

I often think about the saying, 
“March comes in like a lion and 
goes out like a lamb.” This was al-

ways an iff y proposition, growing up in 
Buff alo because it often went out like a 
lion as well. However, the point is still 
valid. Sometimes a period of time, like 
a month, is very diff erent at the end 
than it was at the beginning. 

This month, we begin with She-
mini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, where 
we celebrate the end of Sukkot and both 
the conclusion and restart of the Torah. 
This is followed shortly after by Rosh 

Chodesh Cheshvan, the beginning of 
the month of Cheshvan. Cheshvan is 
sometimes referred to as marcheshvan
– “bitter Cheshvan.” It is considered 
bitter because it is a month without any 
holidays or commemorations within it. 
This seems to be a bit of a letdown fol-
lowing the month of Tishrei that is full 
of holidays. 

There are also some “bitter” events 
that tradition holds to have happened 
in Cheshvan. The fl ood of Noah was 
to have happened in Cheshvan as well 
as the death of our matriarch Rachel. 
Rachel was not buried in the Cave of 
Machpelah with the other ancestors but 
is buried on the road to Bethlehem. In 
the book of Jeremiah, chapter 31, verse 
15, it is stated that, “A cry is heard in 
Ramah – wailing, bitter weeping – Ra-
chel weeping for her children. She re-
fuses to be comforted for her children, 
who are gone.” 

In modern times we have another 
episode that makes Cheshvan a bitter 
month. That is the event of Kristall-

nacht, marking the outbreak of the Na-
zis’ war against the Jews. Kristallnacht, 
the Night of Broken Glass, occurred on 
November 9-10, 1938, which coincid-
ed with the 16th of Cheshvan.

We see why Cheshvan is consid-
ered a bitter month. Now let’s try and 
fi nd a way to counter the bitterness. 
The best way I can think of is by estab-
lishing new ways to practice Gemilut 
Chasadim – acts of righteousness and 
kindness. It seems to me that the com-
mon bumper sticker phrase of “Practice 
random acts of kindness” is inade-
quate. I think that our acts of kindness 
should be thought out, planned and a 
part of our routine. During the holidays 
of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we 
spent much time taking stock of our ac-
tions over the past year. In the midst of 
a month with no holidays we should try 
to spend as much time fi guring how the 
world can be a better place because we 
are in it. 

Let’s each set up a routine for con-
tributing food to All Faiths Food Bank 

or the Kosher Food Pantry. Don’t let it 
be random. Set up a system that is ap-
propriate for your family. We all have 
a closet full of clothes, many of which 
have not been worn in a long time. Use 
the extra time you have, since there 
are no holidays, to go through things, 
pick out some you no longer need and 
donate them. We are coming up on the 
end of the year, a good time for making 
charitable contributions. But, if you 
wait to organize things and make de-
cisions, it might pass you by. So, start 
getting all those solicitation letters to-
gether, decide where to give and start 
writing those checks.

These are just three ways that you 
can establish routines to make October 
go out in as joyful a way as it enters. 
Turn Cheshvan from a bitter month to 
a sweet one. If we all were to work on 
this side of our lives, we could create a 
new bumper sticker that says, “Estab-
lish patterns of kindness” and take the 
bitterness away from Cheshvan. 

Time and the moments of our lives

Rabbi Jennifer Singer
Congregation Kol HaNeshama

From 
the 
Bimah

Time. We think of it as a straight 
line, with the past stretching out 
behind us, the future straight 

ahead. Yesterday, today, tomorrow, 
marching inexorably forward.

But that’s not how we actually ex-
perience time. Time is much more fl uid 
than that, and more ephemeral. Some 
days seem to fl y by, others drag. Our 
experience of time is shaped by our ex-
periences during time.

And we experience time diff er-
ently when our perspective changes. 
Does the year begin on January fi rst? 
At Rosh Hashanah? On your birthday? 
Or on the fi rst day of school?

Jews live with three calendars, one 
secular and external, one personal, and 
one religious. Sometimes we concen-
trate on one, sometimes the other. Late-
ly, we’ve been swimming in the Jewish 
calendar, celebrating the fall holidays 
that end this month with Shemini 
Atzeret and Simchat Torah. Soon we 
will dip our toes into the secular calen-
dar, with Columbus Day and Thanks-
giving. 

Of the Jewish calendar, Rabbi Jes-
sica Shimberg wrote, “With its weekly, 
monthly, seasonal and annual cycles, 
the Jewish calendar invites us to in-
habit an ancient fl ow of time, one that 
predates cell phones and time-manage-
ment apps or even appointment books. 
The rhythms of Jewish time tie us to 

the sacred fl ow between creation and 
rest, light and darkness.”

And one of the strongest links we 
have to that fl ow is Shabbat. Every 
week we can engage in Jewish time by 
engaging with Shabbat. It has been de-
scribed as an oasis in time, a day that 
functions outside of time, when we can 
set aside the mundane activities of the 
week. 

When it comes to Shabbat, we can 
imagine time as a scroll that slowly un-
rolls over the course of the year, just 
as we roll the Torah scroll from weekly 
portion to weekly portion.

And for those who don’t dive into 
Shabbat completely, there’s still an op-
portunity to dip our toes in the peace-
ful waters it off ers. Try turning off  the 

computer for the day. Or skipping the 
grocery store and doing something fun 
instead. Or having a Shabbat dinner 
with family and friends. Or going to 
synagogue. 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 
famously called Shabbat “a palace in 
time” and reminded us that Shabbat 
was what God fi rst called holy, not any 
of the things that were created during 
that fi rst week. 

Heschel had this to say about the 
relationship between time and posses-
sions: “We must not forget that it is not 
a thing that lends signifi cance to a mo-
ment; it is the moment that lends sig-
nifi cance to things.”

May we each be blessed to cherish 
the moments of our lives.
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But, if you had one?
By Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz, Community Chaplain

Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz

At the conclusion of a class, 
movie or other kind of pre-
sentation, I seek questions and 

comments since diff erent viewpoints 
foster good discussion. However, there 
are times when no hands are raised. I 

appreciate indi-
viduals can be 
shy, especially 
in groups, but if 
this occurs in a 
predominant ly 
Jewish setting it 
feels tantamount 
to cultural blas-
phemy. 

Since, as is commonly understood, 
when there are two Jews you get three 
opinions, according to the well-known 
Talmudic principle of al achat kama 
v’kama (all the more so), there should 
be exponentially more if twenty Jews 
are present. In other words, it’s virtu-
ally inconceivable that no query or 
conjecture would be off ered in this 
instance by members of what is prob-
ably, and proudly, the most opinionated 
people in the world. 

Maybe, Jews don’t feel as comfort-
able expressing themselves as color-
fully as they once did, like when, in the 
old country, they showed little hesita-
tion sharing feedback via choice Yid-
dish phrases such as: Zayn vort zol zayn 
a brik, volt ikh moyre gehat aribertsu-
geyn (If his word were a bridge, I’d be 
afraid to cross it), Az got hot geteylt 
dem seykhl bistu geshlofn (When God 
was doling out brains, you must have 
been asleep) or Er zol vaksen vi a tsi-
beleh, mit dem kop in drerd (He should 
grow like an onion with his head in the 
ground). 

Perhaps, like others, Jews are try-
ing to be politically correct. They don’t 
want to come across as brash, prefer-
ring to seem more genteel, a word that 
sounds like ‘gentile,’ which, as it hap-
pens, comes from the same linguistic 
root. But I don’t think this is true. Well, 
at least, not in Israel where there is never 
a shortage of those willing to give their 
two cents’, i.e. two shekels’, worth. 

Nevertheless, I actually enjoy oc-
casions when hands aren’t raised. 
Why? Because, I relish the opportunity 
to appear to condone it with the unper-
turbed response: “Okay, so no one has 
a question or comment. That’s fi ne. No 
problem. I fully understand.” Unfail-
ingly, this results in some deliciously 
quizzical looks because what self-re-
specting rabbi in his or her right mind 
would ever suggest silence is accept-
able when plenty of time has been left 
over for provocative exchange?

So, just as everyone is starting to 
get up from their seats thinking the pro-
gram is over, I pull a qualifi er out of my 
back pocket: “I recognize, I get that no 
one has a question or comment.” This 

is quickly followed up in rising voice 
with the hypothetical: “But, if you had 
one, what would it be?” After a short 
pause and the realization they aren’t 
going to be let off  that easy, mirabile 
dictu, a couple of hands shoot up and 
off  the discussion goes.

What’s the point? It’s that in the 
age of the internet we are subject, by 
the minute, to all kinds of informa-
tion appearing on our various screens. 
Though overwhelming, we don’t want 
to just try to bury our heads in the sand 
in the face of it. We want to try to sort it 
out. We have reactions to express. 

One of the reasons Jews were at 
the vanguard of the development of 
psychotherapy is because they were at-
tuned to the emotional and existential 
impact the industrial age and moder-
nity were having on their lives, beyond 
their already complicated minority 
status. They needed to work through 
the range of confl icts dramatic change 
was occasioning. While enlivened talk 
therapy off  the shtetl square had always 
been a Jewish trait, it now became a 
professional fi eld by itself. 

Many fi nd therapeutic benefi t 
in venting to others through texting, 
Twitter and Facebook. But much of it 
is merely chatter because it goes un-
examined on deeper levels. For thou-
sands of years, excavating new layers 
of interpretative possibility has been 
central to the Jewish enterprise. We 
have long tended not to just think out 
of the box but turn it over and over and 
over. This receptiveness to potential 
meaning at every turn engendered a 
love of ideas and inventiveness as well 
as a deep respect for the elasticity of 
the human mind. 

It isn’t so much that our questions 
and opinions enable us, necessarily, to 
fi nd what we thought we were look-
ing for. It is the sheer act of digging 
that matters most as many insights and 
discoveries are brought to light when 
searching for something else. This is 
why Jewish parents encourage preco-
ciousness in their children as it signals 
heightened life engagement, intellec-
tual curiosity and the cultivation of 
imaginative horizons. 

That we participate in activities 
that involve our active processing of 
them is healing because it broadens 
perspective and points to the often ka-
leidoscopic nature of truth. So remem-
ber to raise your hand and share that 
question or observation fl itting through 
your mind. You never know where it 
might lead. Just do it tastefully and 
with appropriate intention. 
Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz serves as a 
Community Chaplain and Director 
of JFCS’s Jewish Healing Program, 
a partnership between The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and 
JFCS of the Suncoast.
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COMMENTARY BRIEFSWhy are Palestinian refugees different 
from all other refugees?
By David Harris, CEO of the American Jewish Committee (AJC), August 30, 2018

Why indeed?
News reports suggest the 
U.S. administration is con-

sidering a historic decision to redefi ne 
who is and is not a Palestinian “refu-
gee.” I hope the reports are true. A 
change is long overdue and could ac-
tually help the search for peace long-
term.

Tragically, there have been count-
less refugees in the annals of history.

In the 20th century alone, tens of 
millions of refugees, if not more, were 
compelled to fi nd new homes – victims 
of world wars, border adjustments, 

population transfers, political dema-
goguery and social pathologies.

The 1923 Treaty of Lausanne codi-
fi ed the population exchange of Greeks 
and Turks, totaling more than 1.5 mil-
lion people.

Huge numbers of Hindus and Mus-
lims moved because of the partition of 
the sub-continent into two independent 
nations – India and Pakistan.

Refugees by the millions, unable to 
return to their countries, were created 
as a result of the 12-year Third Reich.

The exodus from Cambodia, Laos 
and Vietnam after the victory of com-

munist and rebel forces was massive.
Refugee fl ows from Africa’s civil 

and tribal wars have been constant.
Yemenis were kicked out of Saudi 

Arabia by the hundreds of thousands 
during the fi rst Gulf War due to Ye-
men’s support for Iraq.

Countless Bosnian and Kosovar 
Muslims fl ed, or were expelled, due to 
Serbian aggression.

And this is just the tip of the refu-
gee iceberg.

In fact, I don’t have to look far to 
understand the unending refugee crises 
of our times – or the trauma they have 
created. My mother, father and wife 
were all refugees. Yet, instead of wal-
lowing in victimization or becoming 
consumed by hatred and revenge, they 
started anew, grateful to their adopted 
lands for making it possible.

This past May, the UN High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
counted 19.9 million refugees in its ju-
risdiction, with the largest populations 
being from Syria, South Sudan, Soma-
lia, Sudan and the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo. Over fi ve decades, 
UNHCR estimates that it has assisted 
50 million refugees “to help restart 
their lives.”

And yet, of all the world’s refu-
gees, one group – the Palestinians – are 
treated entirely diff erently.

Indeed, the 1951 Refugee Conven-
tion explicitly does not apply to Pales-
tinians, who fall within the purview of 
the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA).

There is no equivalent UN body 
for anyone else in the world.

The defi nition of a refugee under 
the UNRWA mandate is also unique. 
It covers all descendants, without lim-
it, of those deemed refugees in 1948. 
This helps explain why its caseload has 
quintupled since 1950.

Unlike UNHCR, UNRWA does 
not seek to resettle Palestinian refu-
gees, but rather provides social ser-
vices while, in eff ect, keeping them in 
perpetual limbo.

And despite the crocodile tears 
shed by Arab countries about the plight 
of their Palestinian brethren, they have 
been among the most miserly donors 
to UNRWA. They assert that it is not 
their responsibility to care for refugees 
created by the decisions of others. The 
top fi ve donors to UNRWA until now 
have been the U.S. and European gov-
ernments.

By the way, I should hasten to clar-
ify that only those Palestinians seen as 
victims of the Arab-Israeli confl ict are 
given this special treatment.

During the fi rst Gulf War in 1991, 
when Kuwait sent packing 400,000 
Palestinians for their alleged backing 
of Iraq’s Saddam Hussein, there wasn’t 
much reaction from the international 
community. And more recently, while 
thousands of Palestinians have been 
dislocated by the Syrian civil war, 
again there’s silence. Arab violations 
of Arabs’ human rights are seemingly 
viewed diff erently, if they’re noticed at 
all.

And in Lebanon, with its large 
Palestinian population under UNRWA 
auspices, the government has long im-
posed strict restrictions on Palestin-
ians’ right to work in numerous fi elds. 

Where is the outcry?
So, we are confronted by some-

thing unprecedented.
Palestinians are not the world’s 

fi rst refugee population, but their lead-
ership may be the fi rst to resist a work-
able, long-term solution.

Think about it. In 1947, the UN 
off ered a two-state plan to address 
competing national claims. The Jews 
accepted it; the Arabs rejected it. Or in 
UN-speak, the “proposed Arab State 
failed to materialize.” Had it been oth-
erwise, two states could have emerged, 
and with any luck, learned to coexist. 
Apropos, to this day, that two-state 
concept remains the most feasible out-
come.

Instead, the Arab side went to war. 
Has there been any war without refu-
gees? Yet, in a case of reverse causal-
ity, Israel is blamed for the refugees 
resulting from hostilities triggered by 
fi ve Arab countries.

Meanwhile, the Arab-Israeli con-
fl ict produced even more Jewish refu-
gees from the Arab world (and Iran). 
They, however, resettled elsewhere 
with little fanfare and no attention 
whatsoever from the UN.

Then, by design, the Palestinian 
refugees, and their descendants ad in-
fi nitum, were kept in UNRWA camps 
to serve as permanent reminders of 
the impermanence of their situation. 
Taught to focus their hatred on Israel, 
and to believe they will one day “re-
turn,” they’ve been denied chances 
for new lives. And they’ve been used 
to create the single biggest stumbling 
block to achieving peace – the Pales-
tinian fantasy of ending Jewish sover-
eignty in Israel.

Even now, 13 years after Israel 
totally withdrew from Gaza, astonish-
ingly, over 500,000 Palestinians con-
tinue to live in UNRWA camps there. 
Why? Gaza is under Palestinian rule, 
not Israeli.

While the Palestinians are among 
the world’s largest per capita aid re-
cipients, much of that assistance has 
been siphoned off  to line the pockets 
of Palestinian offi  cials – who then turn 
around and seek more funds for their 
allegedly neglected people.

It’s the same absurd logic that 
Hamas deploys when it decries energy 
shortages, while trying to shell the Is-
raeli power plants that provide electric-
ity to Gaza.

The whole process is abetted by an 
elaborate, well-funded UN apparatus, 
encompassing more than just UNRWA, 
created by a majority of member states 
to support the Palestinians. By con-
trast, among others, Kurds, who have 
a compelling case for statehood, and 
Cypriots, who have lived on a divided 
island due to Turkish occupation, have 
no comparable UN bodies to advance 
their causes.

This is not to say that Palestinians 
have had easy lives. They haven’t. It is 
to say that their leaders, with the com-
plicity of too many, have pulled off  one 
of the most successful spin jobs in his-
tory. Rather than resettle the refugees, 
they have shamelessly exploited them 
and their descendants.

Therein lies the irreducible trag-
edy – and the heart – of a decades-long 
confl ict.
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COMMENTARY BRIEFS
WHAT PALESTINIANS 
MEAN WHEN THEY TALK 
ABOUT A “TWO-STATE 
SOLUTION”

  To American ears, the meaning 
of “two states” is straightforward. 
The struggle between Israel and the 
Palestinians, to them, is a struggle 
between two indigenous peoples 
fi ghting over the same space of 
land in which they share a history. 

  As Shlomo Avineri, Professor 
Emeritus of Political Science at 
the Hebrew University, wrote in 
Haaretz, “According to the Pales-
tinians’ view, this is not a confl ict 
between two national movements 
but a confl ict between one national 
movement (the Palestinian) and a 

colonial and imperialistic entity 
(Israel). According to this view, 
Israel will end like all colonial 
phenomena – it will perish and dis-
appear. Moreover, according to the 
Palestinian view, the Jews are not a 
nation but a religious community, 
and as such not entitled to national 
self-determination.” 

  From my extensive experience 
speaking with Palestinians, I have 
come to learn that the Palestinian 
version of the two-state solution 
leaves no room for a Jewish state. 

  This year, I led an in-depth seminar 
in Israel trying to understand what 
Palestinian citizens of Israel want. 
To almost all Palestinian citizens 
of Israel I spoke with, a state of 

the Jewish people is illegitimate in 
their eyes; Zionism is a colonizing 
enterprise of Jews stealing Arab 
land. They view the Jewish his-
torical claim to the land as fi ctional 
and Zionism as racism. 

  Their idea of a fair “two-state solu-
tion” is one completely Arab state 
in the West Bank and one demo-
cratic binational State of Israel that 
allows the right of return for de-
scendants of Palestinian refugees. 

  They said they would not consider 
Israel a legitimate democracy until 
the Jewish star is removed from the 
fl ag, “Hatikvah” is no longer the 
national anthem, and the right of 
return for diaspora Jews to Israel 
is rescinded. (Dr. Eric R. Mandel, 
founder and director of the Middle 
East Political and Information Net-
work, Forward)

CORBYN’S ANTI-SEMITISM 
IS A THREAT TO ALL OF US
History shows that the mindset which 
embraces anti-Semitism rarely restricts 
its hatred to the Jewish minority. To-
day’s hard-left exhibits a particularly 
pernicious form of anti-Semitism 
– one couched in anti-racism rhetoric 
to make it socially acceptable in polite 
company. It is not the Jews, they claim, 
who are uniquely evil among the na-
tions. It just happens to be Israel, the 
Jewish state, that is the source of such 
malevolence.

While Britain’s Opposition Leader 
Jeremy Corbyn claims to embrace an-
ti-Semites and other extremists in the 
name of “peace,” it is a peace that only 
ever involves the enemies of the West 
generally and of the Jewish people spe-
cifi cally. Today’s anti-Semitism all too 
often manifests itself in the singling 
out of Israel, depicted as a uniquely 
horrifi c place, responsible for all the 
ills of the Middle East, if not the world.

A fair examination would show 
that nothing could be further from the 

truth. Israel grapples with some of the 
most acute challenges the West faces 
in defending ourselves against jihadist 
aggression while maintaining modern, 
open societies. Israel carries this bur-
den admirably, sustained by a demo-
cratic polity and a civil judiciary that, 
in some instances, surpass our own 
practices. It does this despite having 
been repeatedly tested under fi re in 
ways our own citizens would simply 
not tolerate. (Stephen Harper, former 
Prime Minister of Canada, and David 
Trimble, First Minister of Northern 
Ireland from 1998 to 2002, Telegraph
-UK, Toronto Sun - Canada)
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Reserve your space! Go to  
JFEDSRQ.org/Advertising  
or contact Robin Leonardi  
at rleonardi@jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6307.

temple beth sholom, congregation kol haneshama and the 
jewish federation cordially invite you to tbs men’s club 

annual lecture series

 Ambassador  
 STUART EIZENSTAT
 PRESIDENT CARTER,  
 ISRAEL AND THE JEWS
 Thursday, November 29, 2018 
 7:00 pm
 
 Temple Beth Sholom
 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota, FL

AMBASSADOR EIZENSTAT will discuss President 
Carter’s positive and negative stances toward Israel 
and give us an insider’s view of the Camp David 
Accords between Israeli Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. He will 
also share various insights and experiences serving 
as a presidential advisor. His latest book is President 
Carter: The White House Years.
He has held many key senior positions:

 • President Carter’s Senior Domestic   
  Policy Advisor and “go-to advisor”  
  on Jewish and Israeli concerns

 • Deputy Secretary of  the Treasury   
  in the Carter Administration

 • Under Secretary of State for    
  Economic, Business and 
  Agricultural Affairs

 • US Ambassador to the European Union

 • Special Advisor for Holocaust Issues   
  under the current administration

The evening will conclude with Q&A,  
followed by a book signing during coffee and refreshments.

TICKETS $10 • Please contact Temple Beth Sholom 
at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl.org. 
Please make checks payable to TBS Men’s Club.

 

s p o n s o r e d  b y

Temple Beth Sholom  |  The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Congregation Kol HaNeshama  |  Rudd International

Mazur Family Foundation
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What do you think?
The Jewish News wants to know!

Send your comments to 
jewishnews18@gmail.com.

Letters Policy
Letters must include the author’s name, full address and daytime phone. Letters should 
be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/or accuracy. 
Letters do not necessarily re� ect the viewpoint of The Jewish News of Sarasota-Manatee
or its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received.  

Iran’s reaction to riots and economic woes
Rouhani’s answer is to increase the 
fi nancial outlay for the Revolutionary 
Guard Corp by 42 percent. That makes 
the military budget approximately as 
much as the education, health and wel-
fare budgets combined. 

The economic outlook for Iran be-
comes more and more of a problem. 
One wonders what happens when the 
rial becomes worthless and people no 
longer have the funds to care for their 
families. What happens when store 
owners lose more and more custom-
ers? What happens when more cler-
ics follow the example of a prominent 
cleric in Mashhad, Iran’s second larg-
est city, who told his people to take to Rabbi Howard A. Simon

By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

The times, they are changing in 
Iran. Sanctions imposed by 
the United States plus the re-

sponse of the Khomeini government 
have triggered riots, unrest, the fall of 
the Iranian rial and shouts 
for regime change in the 
government. Protests have 
shaken the capital, Tehran, 
the center city of Isfahan, 
the southern city of Shiraz 
and throughout other towns 
across the country. What are 
the problems facing Iran? 
Infl ation, unemployment, a
water shortage caused by
the government’s misman-
agement, food prices on the rise and, 
much to the surprise of the govern-
ment, women protesting restrictions on 
their dress and behavior in public.

The response to these realities 
is most interesting. When the public 
protested the lack of water, an Islamic 
general placed the blame on Israel, ac-
cusing Israel of “cloud theft,” which 
means manipulating clouds passing 
over the Mediterranean thus depriving 
Iran of water. 

When countrywide protests took 
place several months ago, President 
Rouhani responded with military 
force. Twenty-fi ve people were killed 
and nearly 5,000 people were arrest-

ed. However, this has 
not stopped the public 
from expressing its an-
ger with the government. 
On videos shared on so-
cial media, crowds were 
heard chanting, “Death 
to infl ation, death to un-
employment.” At a re-
cent anti-regime protest, 
the shouts were “Death 
to the Palestinians” and 

“Death to Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei and President Rouhani.”

The reason for the protests is that 
the public sees the Islamic republic 
pouring money into the military forays 
in Iraq, Yemen and Lebanon, while en-
gaging in a proxy war with Israel, and 
supporting Bashar al-Assad in Syria 
instead of taking care of the citizens 
of Iran who suff er more and more with 
the passage of each day. In the face 
of this outburst of concern, President 

the streets in protest because the gov-
ernment has failed to live up to the 
promises it has made to the public? 

The people want and need positive, 
lifesaving answers, but the government 
gives them few. The reality is a bad sit-
uation that may turn into an untenable 
way of life.
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of the Robert and Esther 
Heller Community Relations Com-
mittee, formerly known as the Heller 
Israel Advocacy Initiative.

remember.remember.remember.remember.remember.remember.
advocate.build. 

support.

^ Builds Bridges
^ Advocates through  
Government Affairs  

^ Remembers the Holocaust
^ Supports Hillel

support.support.support.
Government Affairs

Meetings with elected officials are increasingly important as we see 
support for Israel eroding around the world. Advocating for Jewish 

interests starts locally and often goes to Washington D.C. You can 
count on the Heller CRC when it matters most, from advocating in 

our local school systems to championing national bills.

Holocaust
Heller CRC assists school teachers, synagogues and  

churches as well as local libraries to “Never Forget.”  
The Holocaust Speakers Bureau brings personal  

stories told by survivors themselves to school  
children and adults alike, leaving lasting memories 

for those who hear them. Such stories generate 
change, creating upstanders not bystanders. 

jfedsrq.org/HellerCRC

Robert and Esther Heller

CRC
COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

HELLER CRC’S MISSION
To build relationships within 

the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities and to advance 

common interests through 
education and advocacy. 

Looking to connect 
with other members of 
the Jewish community?

Get Newcomer information: jfedsrq.org/new

The Jewish Federation 
would like to welcome  

you to the area!        W
e Welcome You!

THE LARRY GREENSPON FAMILY CAMPUS 
 FOR JEWISH LIFE 

Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232 

Questions? Contact Ilene Fox at ifox@jfedsrq.org or 941-343-2111

We hope you feel  
at home and become  

active members of the 
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish 

community.

jfedsrq.org
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Children are naturally curious about 
God and spirituality

Education 
Corner

By Rena Morano

Your child’s elementary or 
middle school doesn’t have 
all the answers. My fi rst 

public school teaching job was in the 
only high school in a small district in 
north Georgia. Life in a small com-
munity in Georgia back in the 1980s 
was very diff erent from today. My stu-
dents couldn’t understand my northern 
accent, my principal admitted that he 
wasn’t “very good about liking Yan-
kees,” and the only Jewish person the 
parents knew was Barbra Streisand, 
whose music they played to make me 
feel at home whenever I was invited 
for dinner.

In addition to the regular high 
school English curriculum, I found 
myself teaching a class in Biblical Lit-
erature. There was no textbook, so stu-
dents carried their Bibles to class every 
day. We explored the Old Testament 
stories, including the Garden of Eden, 
Noah’s Ark, Abraham and the Birth of 
Monotheism, Joseph and His Broth-

ers, and on through the Death of Mo-
ses, using techniques of literary study, 
supplemented by Midrashic anecdotes 
and explanations I remembered from 
my yeshiva education.

Then, as now, religious education 
did not belong in the public schools, al-
though admittedly, that prohibition was 
often ignored by the religious majority. 
So when students asked me, as they 
did almost daily, what was truth and 
what they should believe, I was care-
ful to reply that they should bring those 
questions to their parents and their 
preachers. Their questions highlighted 
their natural spiritual curiosities.

Hebrew School cultivates your 
child’s natural curiosity. Children 
have a natural curiosity about God 
and spirituality. This curiosity cannot 
be nurtured in a public school setting, 
but it can be cultivated in a religious 
school program. Hebrew/Religious 
School is a natural place for children 
to learn about God through texts, sto-
ries, songs, art, discussions and other 
means. It is also a place where children 
can gain a fundamental grounding of 
morals and values from an early age. 
In a world where children are exposed 
to infl uences not only from their neigh-
borhoods, friends and television, but 
also from often unlimited access to the 

internet, a religious education can pro-
vide the ethics parents want their chil-
dren to have.

“Do not say, ‘When I have time 
I will study,’ lest you not have time.” 
(Avot 2.4) Children and parents have 
never been busier. Our lives are heav-
ily scheduled. Children have home-
work as well as sports, gymnastics, 
music and theater activities. But as our 
sages so wisely pointed out in the Eth-
ics of the Fathers (Pirkei Avot), if we 
put things off  until we have the time, 
we may never have it. Teach your chil-
dren that religion is a priority by put-
ting it on the top of your child’s to-do 
list. How will our children learn to live 
as good and moral human beings? As 
the Talmud (Kiddushin 40b) teaches: 
“Study leads to action.”

Simchat Torah – The Joy of To-
rah. This month, Jews around the 
world celebrate our connection with 
the Torah with dancing and festivities. 
If you haven’t already chosen one of 
the wonderful community resources 
that are available for your child’s Jew-
ish education, make that commitment 
now, and share the joy of Torah!
Rena Morano is Rabbinic Associate at 
Congregation Ner Tamid.

Jewsapaloozaa
PRESENTED BY

For more information, contact Andrea Eiffert  
at 941.552.6308 or aeiffert@jfedsrq.org

SPONSORED BY

sssss aalloo
Get Ready to Jam at

FR
EE

FOR ALL 

FAMILIES. 

INVITE 

YOUR 

FRIENDS!
EVENT LINE UP
• Josh and the Jamtones will play  

two sets of interactive kids music.

• Snack and Drink Station
• Create Your Own PJ Library Book
• Outdoor Games and Activities
• Family Portrait Station
• Face Painting
• PJ Library Book Swap: bring any PJ 

books you no longer want or need and 
swap them out for “new” ones.

For more information, contact Andrea Eiffert 

580 

McIntosh Road

Sarasota, FL

FR
FOR ALL 

FAMILIES.

FE
ATURING

Music for Kids and Their Grownups

580 

McIntosh Road

Sarasota, FL

s SUNDAY
OCTOBER 21

3-5pm
Beatrice Friedman Theater 
on The Larry Greenspon 

Family Campus for  
Jewish Life.

JOSH AND THE JAMTONES

GUITAR ART CREDIT: Vecteezy.com

REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT AT 

JFEDSRQ.org/PJ

FIN
D

 JE
W

IS
H
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JFEDSRQ.org/
JewishEvents

Find 
Jewish 
Events 
in the 

Community 
Calendar!

remember.
advocate.build. 

support.

^ Builds Bridges
^ Advocates through  
Government Affairs  

^ Remembers the Holocaust
^ Supports Hillel

Government Affairs
Meetings with elected officials are increasingly important as we see 

support for Israel eroding around the world. Advocating for Jewish 
interests starts locally and often goes to Washington D.C. You can 

count on the Heller CRC when it matters most, from advocating in 
our local school systems to championing national bills.

Holocaust
Heller CRC assists school teachers, synagogues and  

churches as well as local libraries to “Never Forget.”  
The Holocaust Speakers Bureau brings personal  

stories told by survivors themselves to school  
children and adults alike, leaving lasting memories 

for those who hear them. Such stories generate 
change, creating upstanders not bystanders. 

jfedsrq.org/HellerCRC

Robert and Esther Heller

CRC
COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

HELLER CRC’S MISSION
To build relationships within 

the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities and to advance 

common interests through 
education and advocacy. 

FREE EVENT!

Wednesday, 
November 145:00 - 6:30pm

Chabad of Sarasota

7700 Beneva Rd., Sarasota

HOT DOG 

DINNER
INCLUDED

FREE EVENT!

5:00 - 6:30pm
Chabad of Sarasota

7700 Beneva Rd., Sarasota

EVENT!HOT DOG 

DINNER
INCLUDED

Thanksgiving

with Your Heart

ggT

CO-SPONSORED BY:

For more information: Sara Steinmetz at sara@chabadofsarasota.com or 941.925.0770

presents...



In honor of Thanksgiving, celebrate Hakarat Hatov — 
expressions of appreciation. Spend quality time with your 
child at various craft stations, creating ways to express 
heartfelt thanks to everyday heroes like: your garbage 
collector, teacher, firefighters, mail carrier, police officers, 
IDF soldiers and more. 

RSVP by November 9 at JFEDSRQ.org/PJ

Looking to connect 
with other members of 
the Jewish community?

Get Newcomer information: jfedsrq.org/new

The Jewish Federation 
would like to welcome  

you to the area!        W
e Welcome You!

THE LARRY GREENSPON FAMILY CAMPUS 
 FOR JEWISH LIFE 

Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232 

Questions? Contact Ilene Fox at ifox@jfedsrq.org or 941-343-2111

We hope you feel  
at home and become  

active members of the 
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish 

community.

jfedsrq.org
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The Jewish News is also available online. Visit The Jewish News page
at www.jfedsrq.org and you’ll be just one click away!

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

jfedsrq.org
FAMILY

The 82 teens who represented North Florida Region at Regional Kickoff  at Dave & Buster’s

News and upcoming events for BBYO
By Jessica Zimmerman

BE ONE OF MANY 
TEEN VOICES  
WITH ONE MISSION

Attend the AIPAC Policy Conference  
March 24-26, 2019 in Washington, DC

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee awards scholarships 
for up to ten high school students to attend the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) Policy Conference in Washington, 
DC, each year.  

Be one of the more than 18,000 participants, including 3,600 
students, to attend the largest gathering of America’s Pro-Israel 
community.  

AIPAC empowers pro-Israel activists to be politically engaged and 
build relationships with members of Congress to promote the U.S.-
Israel relationship. Plan to apply for this important program!

APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED SEPT. 4 – NOV. 16, 2018
To apply, visit  JFEDSRQ.org/AIPAC

For more information, please contact 
Andrea Eiffert at
941.552.6308 or aeiffert@jfedsrq.org

Temple Sinai’s Religious School and Youth Group 
Kick-Off starts another successful school year

I would like to begin by introducing 
myself. My name is Jessica Zim-
merman and I am the Associate Re-

gional Director, North Florida Region 
of BBYO. I work out of the Jewish 

Federation of Great-
er Naples offi  ce. I 
am a Sarasota na-
tive and have a great 
love for the Sarasota 
Jewish community. 

To give you a 
brief background on 
myself: I graduated 

from New College of Florida in 2016 
with a degree in Religion concentrat-
ing in Judaic Studies. While in college, 
I spent a summer interning in Jerusa-
lem at the World Zionist Organization 
Offi  ce for Combating Anti-Semitism. 
I went on to study abroad in Viterbo, 
Italy, researching the ghettoization pro-
cess of Jews in Italian City-States in 
the 16th century for my undergraduate 
thesis. And I spent time on my Hillel 
board, culminating with the position of 

co-president in my senior year.
During and post college, I worked 

as a Youth Advisor for Temple Beth 
Sholom’s USY and Kadima chapters, 
a job I adored and one of the many 
reasons I am currently working as an 
ARD in the North Florida Region of 
BBYO. This past year I taught English 
in the public school system in Haifa, 
Israel – an opportunity that empha-
sized my passion for working with 
young people. 

I am now thrilled to be starting a 
career in Jewish communal service fo-
cusing on the next generation of Jewish 
leaders. With that said, I would like to 
take this opportunity to tell you a little 
bit about Sarasota BBYO’s past and fu-
ture events, and things to look out for 
in the coming month. 

In late August, North Florida Re-
gion BBYO had its Regional Kickoff  
at Dave & Buster’s in Brandon. Sara-
sota BBYO brought two members to 
Brandon to have a blast playing ar-
cade games, rekindling relationships 

with friends in the region, and getting 
pumped for another year of BBYO. 

Coming up, Sarasota BBYO will 
host Challah Making on Saturday, Oc-
tober 13, and Brunch and Pumpkin 
Carving on Sunday, October 28. For 
more information about these events 
or to be forwarded a complete event 
calendar, contact Anachnu Tamid 
N’Siah (President) Chloe Colburn at 
941.822.7010, or me at 239.263.4205 
or jesszimmerman@bbyo.org. 

We are actively looking for advi-
sors for Anachnu Tamid BBG and 
Achim AZA. Advisors must be at least 
21 years of age and interested in taking 
part in positively impacting the lives of 
Jewish teens in the Sarasota commu-
nity. Advising is an incredible service 
to take part in. It not only impacts the 
kids you work with but will have a tre-
mendous impact on you. Contact me 
directly for more information.

Jessica Zimmerman

By Gail Glickman

Temple Sinai’s Religious School 
welcomed families to cool off  
from the Florida summer heat 

with frozen yogurt while learning about 
the temple’s Religious School and 
youth group programs. Families en-
joyed their special treats at Menchie’s 
on Sunday, August 12 as they recon-
nected with old and new friends and 
listened to Chazzan Cliff  Abramson 
and Director of Youth and Adult 
Education Steve Weintraub talk about 
all the exciting new activities happen-

ing this year.
The momentum continued at the 

offi  cial kick-off  event for the Religious 
School and Youth Groups on Sunday, 
August 19. The day combined an open 
house for families to explore the warm, 
friendly and fun congregation with a 
welcome program for students, youth 
groups and their families. A High Holy 
Day Workshop open to the commu-
nity with music and more was led by 
Chazzan Abramson, and an assembly 
introduced new music teachers Snait 

and Gil Ben-Herut. 
After the assembly, parents met 

teachers, and the children were divided 
into two groups. Kindergarten through 
2nd grade met with Chazzan Abramson 
and Steve Weintraub, and 3rd through 
6th grades partici-
pated in songs and 
stories led by Youth 
Director Deb Bryan. 
The biggest hits of 
the day were the 
huge water slide and 
fun youth group ac-
tivities. A snow cone 
machine and barbe-
cue nosh rounded 
out the day with tasty 
treats.

Members of the 
community were able

to tour and discover all that Temple Si-
nai has to off er. If you missed this fun-
fi lled day and want to learn more, call 
Steve Weintraub at 941.922.9322. We 
hope everyone has a fabulous school 
year!

Youth Group members Noah Leinweber, Maxwell Fletcher 
and Leo Hellawell enjoy the program

Temple Sinai Religious School students and Youth Group members at the Kick-Off 

Temple Emanu-El youth group leaders Cooper Zion and Rebekah Spiegelman 
created Rosh Hashanah cards to be distributed to elderly Jews by JFCS at Temple Emanu-El’s 

“Welcome Home Shabbat” Family Service and Shabbat Dinner on August 24.

“FOCUS ON YOUTH” PHOTO OF THE MONTH

TEEN TRAVEL

ADVENTURES
2018 - 2019

For more information and to apply, go to

JFEDSRQ.org/TEEN-TRAVEL
or contact Andrea Eiffert at 941.552.6308 or aeiffert@jfedsrq.org

BOB MALKIN YOUNG AMBASSADORS
TEEN LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and its generous donors 
are committed to providing teen travel scholarships for the following 
educational, experiential, and exploratory programs:

• Alexander Muss High School in Israel  
Participate in a 6-, 8-, or 18-week program. Enjoy college living in  
a high school environment in Israel. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 16, 2018.

• AIPAC Policy Conference  
(March 24-26, 2019) Join more than 18,000 pro-Israel 
activitsts for the AIPAC Policy Conference in Washington D.C. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 16, 2018.

• Domestic Teen Travel  
Take part in an accredited academic, experiential, or  
volunteer-based domestic teen travel program and  
receive a scholarship from The Jewish Federation. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 16, 2018.

• March of the Living (MOL) 
(April 28-May 12, 2019)  
Participate in this two-week program bringing Jewish teens  
from around the world to Poland and Israel. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 26, 2018.

• SKIP (Send A Kid to 
Israel Program) 
Take part in an accredited 
academic, experiential, or 
volunteer-based program to 
Israel and receive a scholarship 
from The Jewish Federation. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN 
UNTIL NOVEMBER 16, 2018.

FIND
JEWISH

The COMMUNITY DIRECTORY on The Federation website  
gives you information at your fingertips. Any time of the day  

or night, you can Search and Click on our database of Jewish  
congregations, service providers and retail merchants.

CHECK IT OUT TODAY! 
JFEDSRQ.org/Community-Directory
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Community Day School starts the year 
with record enrollment

The Jewish News is also available online. Visit The Jewish News page
at www.jfedsrq.org and you’ll be just one click away!

Community Day School head of school Dan Ceaser 
with Jacob, Sophie and Max Lirio on the fi rst day of school

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

jfedsrq.org
FAMILY

The 82 teens who represented North Florida Region at Regional Kickoff  at Dave & Buster’s

• Spend a week in Poland

• March from Auschwitz to 
Birkenau on Yom HaShoah 
with thousands of fellow Jews

• Spend a week in Israel during 
Yom Hazikaron and Yom 
Ha’atzmaut

• See the incredible sites and sounds  
of our homeland!

Experience an 
unforgettable, 
life-changing trip 
with other  
11th & 12th grade 
students from 
around the world!

APRIL 28  
to MAY 12

2019

For more information, go online to:
JFEDSRQ.org/MOL

APPLY BY NOV. 26, 2018
Got Questions? Contact Andrea Eiffert at

941.552.6308 or aeiffert@jfedsrq.org

The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life
Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232
941.371.4546  •  JFEDSRQ.org

Temple Sinai’s Religious School and Youth Group 
Kick-Off starts another successful school year

Find your child’s
academic sweet spot

at Community Day!

Hershorin Schiff Community Day School
1050 S. Tuttle Ave. Sarasota  |  (941) 552-2770  

www.CommunityDay.org

• Preschool - 8th grade
• Rigorous, project-based curriculum
• Instruction tailored to each child’s 
   strengths and needs
• Competitive athletics
• Multiple foreign languages
• Fine arts programs daily
• Intensive outdoor learning and play
• Convenient hours for working 
   parents
• Accredited by FCIS, FKC & PRIZMAH    

Visit us and see 
what we’re all about!

Call (941) 552-2770 or email 
admissions@communityday.org

to schedule a tour.

The halls of the Hershorin Schiff  
Community Day School were 
full of happy faces on the fi rst 

day of school. The Jewish day school, 
which serves children from preschool 
through eighth grade, began the new 
school year with 240 students.

Construction has been completed 
on two new classroom spaces in the 
school’s “Hub” in order to accommo-
date growth. Additionally, work has 
commenced on the Michael Corbino 
Outdoor Adventure Park, which has 
three unique age-appropriate play fea-
tures: a rock wall-inspired climbing 
area, a tricycle BMX track and a water 
play “splash” park. 

Numerous community partner-
ships, which off er students experien-

tial learning opportunities in the arts, 
science, the environment, philanthro-
py and more, will continue this year. 
Learning in the organic garden and 
outdoor classroom will continue, as 
students grow fruits, vegetables and 
fl owers.

Starting this month, thanks to the 
generosity of a school family, students 
will build and fl y drones as part of the 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math) curriculum. Addi-
tionally, Leah Steinmetz, co-director 
of the Chabad of Downtown SRQ, is 
teaching classes that integrate the PJ 
Library program with STEM lessons. 
Using PJ Library books provided by the 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee, the students will discuss 

the values taught in them and 
create Jewish-themed projects 
based on them. 

“We are proud to welcome 
our largest and most diverse 
community this school year,” 
said Community Day head of 
school Dan Ceaser. “We’ve 
got lots of exciting develop-
ments this year, both in terms 
of our curriculum, new pro-
grams and the physical plant. 
It is so exciting to see our 
Community Day School fam-
ily continue to grow!”

For more information, go 
to CommunityDay.org or call 
941.552.2770.

We are actively looking for advi-
sors for Anachnu Tamid BBG and 
Achim AZA. Advisors must be at least 
21 years of age and interested in taking 
part in positively impacting the lives of 
Jewish teens in the Sarasota commu-
nity. Advising is an incredible service 
to take part in. It not only impacts the 
kids you work with but will have a tre-
mendous impact on you. Contact me 
directly for more information.

Youth Group members Noah Leinweber, Maxwell Fletcher 
and Leo Hellawell enjoy the program

Teacher graduate school scholarship available
The Helen & Edward Brancati Teacher Development Scholarship Fund awards 
one $750 scholarship annually to a teacher who best exemplifi es high professional 
standards and dedication to the teaching profession.

The award can be used by classroom teachers seeking post graduate education, 
continuing education classes, workshops or conferences, as well as for certifi cation 
courses. Applicants may not use this scholarship money for post graduate classes 
that will lead to an administrative position removing them from the classroom. The 
award is available to any teacher employed by an accredited school in the United 
States who is a U.S. citizen.

We are pleased to announce that applications may be submitted electronically 
or via the mail. Applications must be post marked by October 31, 2018. For more 
information or to apply, go to http://www.capecoralcf.org/off erings/scholarships/.

TEEN TRAVEL

ADVENTURES
2018 - 2019

For more information and to apply, go to

JFEDSRQ.org/TEEN-TRAVEL
or contact Andrea Eiffert at 941.552.6308 or aeiffert@jfedsrq.org

BOB MALKIN YOUNG AMBASSADORS
TEEN LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and its generous donors 
are committed to providing teen travel scholarships for the following 
educational, experiential, and exploratory programs:

• Alexander Muss High School in Israel  
Participate in a 6-, 8-, or 18-week program. Enjoy college living in  
a high school environment in Israel. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 16, 2018.

• AIPAC Policy Conference  
(March 24-26, 2019) Join more than 18,000 pro-Israel 
activitsts for the AIPAC Policy Conference in Washington D.C. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 16, 2018.

• Domestic Teen Travel  
Take part in an accredited academic, experiential, or  
volunteer-based domestic teen travel program and  
receive a scholarship from The Jewish Federation. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 16, 2018.

• March of the Living (MOL) 
(April 28-May 12, 2019)  
Participate in this two-week program bringing Jewish teens  
from around the world to Poland and Israel. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN UNTIL NOVEMBER 26, 2018.

• SKIP (Send A Kid to 
Israel Program) 
Take part in an accredited 
academic, experiential, or 
volunteer-based program to 
Israel and receive a scholarship 
from The Jewish Federation. 
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN 
UNTIL NOVEMBER 16, 2018.
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Parent & Me families enjoy fun free play with their little ones

Welcome Rabbi Simon 
to the Toale Family

www.toalebrothers.com        941-955-4171

  We’re pleased to welcome Rabbi Howard A. Simon 
as our liaison to the Jewish community. Rabbi Simon 

will provide counseling and outreach, with a focus 
on serving the needs of Jewish families.

Trusted for Generations

FOCUS ON YOUTH

LIVE

LAUGH CELEBRATE

DREAM

INSPIRE

READ

LOVE

For more information, contact  
Andrea Eiffert at aeiffert@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.552.6308

PJ Library helps families on their Jewish journey by sending Jewish-
content books and music on a monthly basis to children from age 
six-months to eight-years. This program is completely free for families, 
thanks to the generosity of The Harold Grinspoon Foundation, The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and our incredible donors.

Sign-up Today at JFEDSRQ.org/PJ

Don’t miss the newest chapter of  
PJ Library for kids...ages 9-11!

Sign up at pjourway.org

Temple Emanu-El’s Parent & Me class 
begins another wonderful year
Weekday mornings, the Susan 

Schwaid Early Learning 
Center of Temple Emanu-

El is fi lled with adorable children. But 
on Monday mornings there is an extra 
infusion of cuteness as moms, dads, 
grandparents and caregivers bring their 
infants and toddlers to Parent & Me 
classes. Facilitated by Evie Shen-Tal, 
Parent & Me off ers a nurturing, stimu-
lating experience – with a Jewish twist!

In its fall session, Parent & Me en-
gages children ages six weeks to 2½ 
years in developmentally-appropriate 

activities such as fi nger puppets, vi-
sual storytime with plush toys, Hebrew 
and English songs and music, painting 
and art (with no-mess options for those 
who wish), movement, Jewish holiday 
celebrations and free play – “always in 
a warm, inclusive and positive envi-
ronment!” Shen-Tal said.

Temple Emanu-El Director of 
Education Sabrina Silverberg, MARE, 
explained that the importance of these 
classes goes even deeper. “Bringing a 
baby home is an exhilarating and ex-
citing adventure! But the infancy and 

toddler months can be overwhelm-
ing and lonely for some parents,” she 
said. “Families may be seeking to con-
nect with other families with infants 
and toddlers, to gain joy and strength 
from community, and to share their ex-
periences. Parent and Me is designed 
to help families make these connec-
tions. It provides a forum for sharing 
the triumphs and challenges of parent-

hood and for building friendships, all 
framed with joyful and upbeat Jewish 
learning. 

“These classes help parents and 
children bond and have many develop-
mental benefi ts for the infant and tod-
dler,” Silverberg concluded.

For more information or to try out 
a free class, please call 941.378.5567.

Facilitator Evie Shen-Tal (third from left) and Parent & Me families

pinterest.com/jfedsrq

STAY CONNECTED STAY CONNECTED

Instagram.com/jfedsrq twitter.com/jfedsrq

STAY CONNECTED STAY CONNECTED
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APPLY AT  
JFEDSRQ.org/Camp

For more information, contact Andrea Eiffert at 941.552.6308 or aeiffert@jfedsrq.org.

The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee, 
in partnership with  

local philanthropists, 
helps Jewish children from 

Sarasota and Manatee counties 
attend not-for-profit camps.

Application window 
opens November 1, 2018

LEAVING TOWN?
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Please submit your 
life cycle events 

(births, B’nai Mitzvah, 
anniversaries, 
weddings) to 

jewishnews@jfedsrq.org
Photos are 

appreciated; 
email as JPGs 

at 300ppi.

50th Dr. Marc & Martha Grinberg
Temple Emanu-El 

ANNIVERSARIES
40th Lori & Scott Dreffi  n
Temple Sinai

HebrewMemorialSarasota.com

24 Hour Information at (941) 955-1075

• Chevra Kadisha 
• Pre-need Trusts
• Cremations
• Free Burial Plots 
   for Veterans/Spouse 

2426 Bee Ridge Road
Sarasota, FL 34239

•  REFORM  •  CONSERVATIVE  •  ORTHODOX  •

FUNERAL SERVICES

The Area’s ONLY Jewish Owned & Operated Funeral Home

Specializing in local burial, out-of-state transfers,  
and burial in Israel

Michael, David, Pati and Steven Gross

Stay connected @ 
www.jfedsrq.org

Sarasota-Manatee 
Chevra Kadisha

941.224.0778
941.377.4647
941.921.4740

1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota, FL 34237

TAHARA

941.484.2790

941.921.4740
women 

men 

941.346.6446

BAT MITZVAH

IN MEMORIAM
Myron Ash, 88, of Sarasota, formerly of Chicago, IL, August 19
Nancy Cobin, 83, of Sarasota, formerly of Rochester, NY, July 29
Neel D. Davis, 87, of Sarasota, formerly of Newcastle, IN, July 12
Joan C. Engel, 74, of Sarasota, formerly of New York, NY August 27
Arnold C. Friedman, 92, of Bradenton, formerly of Hartford, CT, August 6
Martin Mannheimer, 89, of Sarasota, August 14
Chris Mera, 76, of Sarasota, August 2
Natalie Neumann, 90, of Sarasota, formerly of Philadelphia, PA, August 29
Lloyd Nevel, 91, of Sarasota, formerly of Mishawaka, IN, August 16
James Ritchey, 83, of Sarasota, formerly of Richmond, IN, August 22
Marjorie Rosenthal, 90, of Sarasota, formerly of Livingston, NJ, August 24
Leonard Schwartzbaum, 71, of Sarasota, formerly of Queens, NY, August 11
Stephen F. Seidensticker, 65, of Sarasota, formerly of Bexley, OH, August 14
Irma Ziskind Eison, 85 of Sarasota, formerly of Catskill, MA, August 13 
John L. Zorack, 93, of Sarasota, July 31

Emma McGill (pictured), daughter of 
Andrew & Melanie McGill, August 31, 
Chabad of Venice & North Port
Lucy Eiseman, daughter of Corey Eiseman & 
Robin Bloom, October 20, Temple Emanu-El

Welcome Rabbi Simon 
to the Toale Family

www.toalebrothers.com        941-955-4171

  We’re pleased to welcome Rabbi Howard A. Simon 
as our liaison to the Jewish community. Rabbi Simon 

will provide counseling and outreach, with a focus 
on serving the needs of Jewish families.

Trusted for Generations

Robert Toale & Sons Funeral Home

28
06

66

DignityMemorial.com

Tropical Plant Setting • Wall • Benches • Upright Burial • Cremation • Benches • Private Estates Funeral • Cremation• Receptions

at Manasota Memorial Park | Bradenton
941.755.2688

at Palms Memorial Park | Sarasota
941.371.4962

at Wiegand Chapel | South Sarasota
941.921.5755

Botanical Garden for Cremation Garden of Reflections South Sarasota

• Our online form makes it easy.
• Support a worthwhile cause.
• Receive tax benefits.

Visit jfedsrq.org

SELLING OR TRADING  
         THAT CAR, BOAT, OR RV?

THINKING  OF

What do you think?
The Jewish News wants to know!
Send an email to jewishnews18@gmail.com.

Letters Policy
Letters must include the author’s name, full address and daytime phone. Letters should 
be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/or accuracy. Letters
do not necessarily re� ect the viewpoint of The Jewish News of Sarasota-Manatee or its 
advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received.  

LEAVING TOWN?
Be sure Be sure THE JEWISH NEWSTHE JEWISH NEWSTHE JEWISH NEWS follows you. follows you. follows you.

Send your new address to Paula at pibishop@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Paula at pibishop@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Paula at pibishop@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Paula at pibishop@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Paula at pibishop@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Paula at pibishop@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Paula at pibishop@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0
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impactimpact
at a glanceat a glanceat a glanceat a glance

people attended the 
Israel@70 Shuk on campus

2,500 $1,518,860
in support of  
Israel and Overseas

80
people traveled to Israel on  
a Federation-led mission

invested in worldwide      
community needs

$4,162,152

attendees at Federation      
events and programs

7,622

was provided for our  
community's youth to have      
Jewish experiences

$143,905 1,403
area students heard testimony from local  
Holocaust survivors

yourimpact
What a year it was! 

Our 2017 Fiscal Year and 2017-18 Events Year were truly impressive. From our huge  
   celebration of Israel@70 to the first year of the LIFE & LEGACY ™ program to hundreds 
of collaborations with many local, national and international partners, we made a huge 

IMPACT on our Jewish community in Sarasota-Manatee, in Israel and around the world. With your 
help, we work hard every day to fulfill our vibrant mission to strengthen Jewish life and identity  
in our community, provide for Jewish people in need and promote support for Israel.

With your support, YOU are making an impact!
YOU are caring for the vulnerable.
YOU are nurturing Jewish life, education and values.
YOU are building a strong community.
YOU are strengthening our relationships with Israel.
YOU are responding in times of crisis.
YOU are impacting our future.

Want to learn more? Contact us to request a copy of our  
2017-18 Impact Report. The report provides insight into how  
our Federation is working to make a difference in Jewish lives.  
Please email Ilene Fox, Chief Development Officer at  
ifox@jfedsrq.org or call 941.343.2111.
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Simchat Torah & Horah
No words can accurately describe this party. It is a celebration you must 
witness to believe. “Joyous,” “energetic” and “cool” are some of the terms 
we have heard being used but “be there” is the best description we can think 
of. Come Horah with the Torah as we enjoy Hakafot, singing, Lechaim and 
dancing with the Torah! The fun begins at 7:00 p.m. at Chabad Education 
Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Venice. There will be special family Torah 
dancing for children at 6:30 p.m. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Sholom Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or info@chabadofvenice.com.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1

Simchat Torah Hakafot
All are welcome to join Chabad of Sarasota to celebrate the holiday of 
Simchat Torah, the annual joyous celebration marking the completion of 
reading the entire Torah. The celebration will include Hakafot – dancing 
with the Torah and a tantalizing deli buff et. For the children we will 
have prizes, fl ags and stuff ed Torahs to make this evening memorable. 
The Simchat Torah celebration is open to the entire community free of 
charge and begins at 7:30 p.m. at Chabad of Sarasota, 7700 Beneva Road. 
For more information or to RSVP, call 941.925.0770 or email info@
chabadofsarasota.com.

Dancing with the Torah Celebration
Enjoy Hakafot dancing with the Torah, a buff et dinner, fl ags, goodie bags, 
Torahs for the children and lots of merriment on the joyous holiday. The fun 
begins at 7:45 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. 
Admission is free. Donation appreciated. For more information, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Mah Jongg at Temple Beth Israel
Join us on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. for mah jongg games for be-
ginners who want to improve their game and ask questions in a casual 
environment. Temple Beth Israel is located at 567 Bay Isles Rd., Longboat 
Key. The cost is $10 per class; free for TBI members. For more informa-
tion, call the temple offi  ce at 941.383.3428 or email info@tbi-lbk.org.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2

Temple Emanu-El “Lunch with the Rabbis”
Are you looking for a great lunch date? Join Rabbi Brenner Glickman, 
Rabbi Michael Shefrin and friendly, interesting companions for lunch, 
socializing, and discussion of current events and subjects of Jewish in-
terest. All are invited to this popular, stimulating and enjoyable program. 
Attendees are asked to bring a brown-bag lunch and are also welcome to 
bring a newspaper article for discussion. Homemade dessert and terrifi c 
company are provided! The event begins at noon at Temple Emanu-El, 151 
McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more information, call the temple offi  ce at 
941.371.2788.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3

The Original Brown Bag with Rabbi Geoff  Huntting
Join with congregants, friends and neighbors in spirited conversations 
surrounding worldly events. Bring a bag lunch and an open mind to discuss 
world topics. Meet at 12:15 p.m. on Wednesdays, October 3, 10 and 17 at 
Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter off  of 
Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For more information, 
contact the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

Welcome
NEWCOMERS

NEW TO THE AREA? NEW TO FEDERATION?  
•   You are invited to a Newcomers Reception

 •   Connect with other members of the Jewish community

 •  This event is FREE, but reservations are required

___  Space is limited  ___

Co-Chairs: Joy Moravitz and Sheree & Larry Zaslavsky

RSVP via jfedsrq.org/events or Jeremy Lisitza 
941.343.2113 | jlisitza@jfedsrq.org

Tuesday, January 8 • 5 -7pm
 BOATHOUSE, HYATT REGENCY

1000 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota, FL  

  R E C E P T I O N

jfedsrq.org

JANUARY 13-15, 2019 | HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 
DIPLOMAT BEACH RESORT  |  REGISTER AT LionConference.org

Join us at the International Lion of Judah Conference — the premier gathering of dynamic, 
philanthropic Jewish women. Hear from leaders, innovators, and entrepreneurs. Celebrate with us as 
Anne Spindel receives the prestigious Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland Award in recognition of her leadership 
in many facets of Federation life and impact on the local and world-wide Jewish community. 

Be inspired. Inspire new Lions. Give back. And empower one another to do even more.

For more information, contact Ilene Fox at 941.343.2111 or ifox@jfedsrq.org.
For more information about Lion of Judah, go to JFEDSRQ.org/LOJ.

OctOber 3–NOvember 11

WeStcOASt
bLAcK
tHeAtre
trOUPe

941-366-1505
WeStcOAStbLAcKtHeAtre.Org 
1012 N. OrANge Ave., SArASOtA

bOOK by rObert NemirOff ANd cHArLOtte ZALtZberg
mUSic by JUdd WOLdiN   |   LyricS by rObert brittAN

bASed ON LOrrAiNe HANSberry’S “A rAiSiN iN tHe SUN”

“Raisin” is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.
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“Jewish Contributions to America: 
Building Major Corporations”

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4

Amongst the very best known of all American corporations are names 
like Baskin-Robbins, Dunkin’ Donuts, Estee Lauder, H&R Block, Lane 
Bryant, Oracle, Snapple, Dell, Calvin Klein, Slim Fast, Warner Brothers 
Pictures, Google, Hasbro and multitudes more! Jews are corporation 
makers, and it looks like in many instances we build major corporations 
that focus on food. So come and feed your intellect and your tummy with 
this insightful, delightful class. Join us at 11:00 a.m. at the Al Katz Center, 
5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; 
brunch included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Lunch & Learn at Temple Beth Sholom
Bring a dairy bagged lunch with you and enjoy the fascinating series 
“From Inquisition to Enlightenment” led by Al Treidel. From the Spanish 
Inquisition to the European ghettos, this series explores the age of promise 
and enlightenment, and how we, as Jews, adapt to and impact history. 
Coff ee, tea and water will be provided. Join us from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
on Thursdays, October 4, 11, 18 and 25 at Temple Beth Sholom, Multi-
Purpose Room, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota. No charge for TBS 
members; $5 for nonmembers. For more information, please contact the 
temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

Rhythm and Jews Erev Shabbat Service
Join Rabbi Geoff  Huntting at 6:00 p.m. for the Rhythm and Jews Erev 
Shabbat Service and hear the Bruno Family Musicians as they join the rab-
bi and chazzan for an uplifting service with a variety of traditional, Israeli, 
Sephardic and Chassidic melodies. A welcome reception begins at 5:15 
p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter off  
of Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For more information, 
contact the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5

Temple Beth El Simchat Torah Pot Luck
Join the Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch family at 5:30 p.m. 
at 5150 Peridia Blvd. East, Bradenton, as they open the Torah scroll for all 
to see. Bring a dish to share – fi sh, vegetarian or dairy. (No meat or des-
serts please.) Shabbat service starts at 7:00 pm. The TBE band will make 
the evening a joyous occasion. RSVP to the temple offi  ce at 941.755.4900 
with the number of people attending and the dish you will be bringing.

Temple Beth Israel Shabbat Dinner
Join us for Shabbat dinner at 6:00 p.m. prior to the 7:15 p.m. service. 
Temple Beth Israel is located at 567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key. The 
cost is $30 for members and $35 for nonmembers. For more information, 
call the temple offi  ce at 941.383.3428 or email info@tbi-lbk.org.

Friday Night Live for Teens in Grades 7-12
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
CTeen at Chabad of Sarasota hosts Friday Night Live on the fi rst Friday 
of each month. It is open to teens in grades 7-12 free of charge. Teens will 
join the congregation for the short Kabbalat Shabbat service, which will 
be followed by a teen Oneg Shabbat. Friday Night Live has great food and 
lots of fun for teens while they enjoy the excitement of Shabbat. Join us at 
7:30 p.m. at Chabad of Sarasota 7700 Beneva Road. Advance reservations 
are required. Call 941.925.0770 or email ella@chabadofsarasota.com.

Shabbat Shmooze Discussions at Temple Beth Sholom
Join us after the Saturday Shabbat service and Kiddish luncheon at ap-
proximately 12:45 p.m. for lively discussions at Temple Beth Sholom, 
Multi-Purpose Room, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota. Topics: October 
6 – “Surviving as a Jew in Egypt” with Isaac Azerad, and October 20 
– “Growing up Jewish in South Africa” with Esme & Eric Faerber. No 
charge. New faces are always welcome. For more information, please con-
tact the temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6

STEP Team Building Day
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Meet the 2018-2019 STEP Fellows and bond with other Jewish high 
school teens from Sarasota-Manatee during this fun day that takes place 
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. For more information, please contact Andrea 
Eiff ert at 941.552.6308 or visit https://jfedsrq.org/step.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7

Adult Hebrew Class
Temple Sinai off ers an introduction to the Aleph-Bet and decoding Hebrew 
with emphasis on Hebrew prayers. No prior knowledge of Hebrew is nec-
essary. Classes meet at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays, October 7, 14, 21 and 28 
at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter off  of 
Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For information on costs 
and to register, contact Steve Weintraub at 941.922.9322 or sweintraub@
SinaiSRQ.org.

Classes are held at The Jewish Federation on The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish 
Life, 580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. To register or seek more information, please contact Marden 
Paru, Dean and Rosh Yeshiva at 941.379.5655 or marden.paru@gmail.com. Please make 
checks payable to the Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva and mail to Marden Paru, 5445 Pamela Wood 
Way #160, Sarasota, FL 34233.

PRESENTS OCTOBER–NOVEMBER 2018 COURSES
saraso

ta LIBERAL  YESHIVA

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS: The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva admits 
students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities 
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and other school-administered programs.

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
agency. It is funded, in part, by a grant from  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

Inquire about multi-course discounts. Scholarships are also available.

UNUSUAL MOMENTS OF JEWISH HISTORY
FRIDAYS 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM Starting October 5 (Eight weeks)

The history of the Jews covering more than 3500 years is 
simply too voluminous to study in eight weeks, yet there 
are many outstanding moments worth reviewing. The 
feud of the ages between the Jews and the Church has 
fascinated historians recounting events that occurred 
over the 500 years between the time of the Maccabees 

and Constantine traverse bringing them to all four corners of the globe.
This course will focus on mostly unknown and highly specialized events 
of Jewish history. Instructor: Marden Paru; fee $60.  

THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF SPAIN AND PORTUGAL
MONDAYS 3:15 PM – 4:30 PM Starting October 15 (Eight weeks)

This course will explore Iberian Jewish history and Sephardic culture.  
When and where did Sephardic Jewry emerge? Who were the first to 
arrive? As Jews were dispersed to other countries following the Expulsion 
in 1492, Sephardic Jewry flourished and adapted to new surroundings. 
Key personalities of that era will be reviewed. There has been a recent 
buzz about the many Crypto-Jews or conversos who are tracing their 
origins through DNA testing. These B’nei Anusim, looking back to the 
generations of Jews who settled and flourished in Spain and Portugal, 
are rejoining the Jewish fold. What did they discover compelling them 
to opt in? Instructor: Marden Paru; fee $60.

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH PHILOSOPHERS
TUESDAYS 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM Starting October 16 (Eight weeks) 

Students have asked me to introduce them to the oft-quoted Jewish 
thinkers and philosophers of the 20th and 21st Centuries. Names like 
Heschel, Fackenheim, Kaplan, Plascow, Hauptman, Soloveichik, Freud 
and Schneerson are but a few of the many Jewish thinkers who have 
shaped our Jewish views of ethics, Torah, and humanity. This is an 
opportunity to familiarize oneself with the most popular and profound 
philosophers of our age whose names and quotes appear frequently in 
books and articles.  Instructor: Marden Paru; fee $60.

Interested in a 3-night bus trip to Savannah 
and Charleston? Leave the driving to us!

Greater Venice Chapter of Hadassah 
is planning a trip from December 2-5. 

Much sightseeing and many meals included.
Come join the fun!

Call Ruth at 941.492.6025 for fl yer and info

FIND JEWISH EVENTS
JFEDSRQ.org/JewishEvents

pinterest.com/jfedsrq

STAY CONNECTED STAY CONNECTED

Instagram.com/jfedsrq
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STEP Team Building Day

The Tefi llin Club
Get your week off  to a great start at 8:00 a.m. with the Monday morn-
ing Tefi llin Club! Shacharit will be followed by a coff ee and bagels, and 
a 15-minute “Living Torah” fi lm. Each week, Rabbi Sholom Schmerling 
will expound on a diff erent prayer, thus enabling each participant to really 
learn how to pray. No prior experience necessary. (If you don’t have a pair 
of tefi llin, we have one for you!) The club meets at Chabad Education 
Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Venice. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Sholom Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or info@chabadofvenice.com.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8

Zionist Breakfast Club
What could be more enjoyable than spending the morning meal with fel-
low Zionists? This is a rhetorical question, of course, and it reminds the 
Jews of Sarasota-Manatee that the State of Israel is always on our minds 
and in our hearts. At breakfast, discuss Israeli current events and urgent 
issues, since Israel always has an overabundance of pressing matters to 
resolve. Thousands of miles away, there is much everyone can do to ben-
efi t the Jewish homeland. Join us at 9:00 a.m. on Mondays, October 8 and 
October 22 at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. 
Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; breakfast included. To RSVP, call 
Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Kabbalah & Coff ee
Start your week with a spiritual boost! Discuss, explore and journey 
through the world of mystical teaching and learn how to apply these pro-
found teachings to your daily life. This ongoing Tanya class will probe 
the esoteric through a unique program of English text-based study. No 
prior Kabbalistic experience required. This event is free and walk-ins are 
welcome. Join us at 9:00 a.m. at Chabad Education Center, 21560 Angela 
Lane, Venice. For more information, contact Rabbi Sholom Schmerling at 
941.493.2770 or info@chabadofvenice.com.

NCJW’s “The Blankee Bee”
The National Council of Jewish Women has an ongoing project called 
“The Blankee Bee.” The project has involved its members in making no-
sew fl eece blankets which have been distributed to various agencies, such 
as Manatee Community Action Agency, HIPPY (Home Instruction for 
Parents of Preschool Youngsters), residents of Anchin Pavilion, patients at 
the Florida Cancer Center, and children at Camp Mariposa as a joint ven-
ture with JFCS. Join us from 10:00 a.m. to noon on The Larry Greenspon 
Family Campus for Jewish Life (580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota) to make 
these blankets. For more information, contact Joan Bour at 941.281.2133 
or joanbour5@yahoo.com.

NCJW Book Club
The National Council of Jewish Women starts off  the 2018-2019 monthly 
Book Club with the novel Beartown by Frederick Backman. The Club 
meets at Gulf Gate Public Library (7112 Curtiss Ave., Sarasota) from 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. The NCJW Sarasota-Manatee section website (http://
ncjwsarasota-manatee.org) has information about the Book Club and 
the title selections and dates for the current season. You will also fi nd 
Goodreads reviews of the books. Guests welcome. For more information, 
contact Barbara Aferiat at barbara@aferiat.com or 703.338.7112.

“A Cup of Joe and the Five Books of Mo”
All are welcome to join Rabbi Michael Werbow’s Tuesday morning 
(October 9, 16, 23 and 30) discussion group from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. at 
Temple Beth Sholom, Multi-Purpose Room, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, 
Sarasota. The java and Torah discussion fl ow while personal meaning 
is found through an exploration of rabbinic texts relating to the weekly 
parasha. There is no cost. New participants are always welcome. For more 
information, please contact the Temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@
templebethsholomfl .org.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9

Caff eine for the Soul
Join the most popular Jewish Women’s book club in town, Caff eine for 
the Soul, at 10:00 a.m. at Chabad Education Center, 21560 Angela Lane, 
Venice. Get your weekly social and spiritual boost over a roundtable 
discussion led by Chaya Rivka Schmerling. Delve into the book for this 
year, Simple Words by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz (hailed by Time magazine as 
a “once-in-a-millennium scholar”). Enjoy coff ee and homemade pastries. 
This event is free and walk-ins are welcome. For more information, contact 
Chaya Rivka Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or rivka@chabadofvenice.com.

Mitzvah Knitting Group at Temple Emanu-El
Are you a knitter or crocheter interested in using your talent to brighten 
the lives of others while making new friends? If so, please come to the 
Mitzvah Knitting Group sponsored by Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood. We 
gather monthly to craft and socialize, and our beautiful handiwork has 
been donated to local new parents as well as needy families in Sarasota-
Manatee and in Israel. Bring your needles or crochet hook and a favorite 
pattern – we’ll supply the yarn and great company! The group meets at 
10:00 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more 
information, email Susan Bernstein at susanhope22@comcast.net.

Beginning Conversational Hebrew Class
Join us for this exciting new class at Temple Beth Sholom (Idelson Library, 
1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota) and start speaking modern Hebrew from 
day one! Classes meet from 10:30 a.m. to noon on Tuesdays, October 9, 
16, 23 and 30. There is no cost. New participants are always welcome. 
For more information, please contact the temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or 
info@templebethsholomfl .org.

Torah and Tea
Join Chanie Bukiet in her home from 11:00 a.m. to noon on Tuesdays 
for a weekly dose of delicious tea and refreshments, and learn about 
Tanya, the mystical psychology of the soul. Admission is free. For more 
information, please contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or 
rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Mah Jongg at Temple Beth Sholom
All are welcome to join in our weekly game of Mah Jongg. Bring your 
friends, meet new friends and have a great time! Snacks are provided. 
Games take place from noon to 3:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, October 9, 16, 
23 and 30 at Temple Beth Sholom, Multi-Purpose Room, 1050 S. Tuttle 
Avenue, Sarasota. Cost: $2 for TBS members; $3 for nonmembers. New 
participants are always welcome. We meet all summer, and lessons are 
provided for beginners. For more information, please contact the temple 
offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

Apply 
Now

Tell your nonprofit’s story & inspire support! 
It is free to apply or nominate someone at wedu.org/bemore

Proud to be serving  
the Jewish community 
of Sarasota

Joelah Ariel, Realtor ®Charles Rutenberg Realty
www.movetosrq.com
movetosrq@gmail.com
941-681-8062

Please feel free to ask me about  
my staging services.

P�cini-Rubbed
Col�ado 

Rack of Lamb

The Jewish News is a monthly nonpro� t newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

info@befitsrq.com  |  www.BeFitSRQ.com

Book your Free Assessment Today!

ONE ON ONE
 FITNESS

941.365.2348

• 30 minute total body workouts 
• One on One personal training in a private
   boutique studio 
• Each workout tailored to you, your fitness
   levels, and goals.

Results Stronger Healthier Fitter YOU! 

Season is Here! What does that Mean? 
Parties! Eating! Drinking! 

Don't Forget about Exercising? 
Let BeFITSRQ get you season ready.
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Afterschool Jewish Enrichment Program
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Weinstein Jewish Enrichment Program, which caters to all children 
ages fi ve and older, offi  cially kicks off  at 4:45 p.m. at Chabad of Sarasota 
7700 Beneva Road. This year, emphasis will be placed on the Jewish peo-
ple’s journey to the Holy Land. The Biblical stories following the Exodus 
will take the center stage, as children enjoy the story lines, engage in crafts, 
cooking, games and songs to enhance each lesson. The Hebrew reading 
curriculum, Aleph Champ, takes an innovative approach to teaching the 
skills. The program meets weekly on Wednesdays from 4:45 to 6:30 p.m. 
We are grateful to The Jewish Federation Sarasota-Manatee for its gen-
erosity in providing religious school scholarships. For more information, 
contact Sara Steinmetz at 941.925.0770 or sara@chabadofsarasota.com.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10

Chabad of Bradenton Men’s Club
Back by popular demand! Join the Chabad Men’s Club for its fi rst event 
of the year. Socialize at 7:30 p.m. at Livingston’s, 5947 Clark Center Ave, 
Sarasota. Cost: Livingston’s activity fee. To RSVP or for more informa-
tion, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadof
bradenton.com.

“Jewish Contributions to America: Medicine”
She won the Nobel Prize for her groundbreaking pharmaceuticals that 
combat the debilitating eff ects of lupus, hepatitis, malaria, herpes and nu-
merous other human bacterial and viral infections. Yet, most people will 
never even know the name of this remarkable Jewess and other astounding 
Jewish medical professionals advancing human health. Come for a thrill-
ing introduction to the extraordinary accomplishments of the “unknown” 
Jews behind some of the most wondrous advances this nation has made on 
behalf of human health. Join us at 11:00 a.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 
Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; brunch 
included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11

“Visit Sarasota County” Breakfast
Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood invites the community to a fabulous 
morning of learning about one of the most beautiful and enlightened 
communities in America: Sarasota County. The guest speaker, Virginia 
Haley, is president of Visit Sarasota County, an organization devoted to 
promoting the arts, culture, natural beauty, diversity and a wealth of other 
assets of this award-winning community. She will speak about the obvious 
and the lesser-known aspects of our local paradise. Breakfast begins at 
9:30 a.m. and the program begins at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 
McIntosh Road, Sarasota. The cost of $10 includes a delicious bagel-and-
lox breakfast. For more information, email Don Malawsky at dmalawsky@
msn.com.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14

Important Jewish Books Series
According to The New York Times, “David S. Wyman’s Abandonment of 
the Jews is a major contribution to our understanding of possible answers” 
to the world’s indiff erence and worse to the mass imprisonment and anni-
hilation of the Jews in the Holocaust. Who could imagine that the grandson 
of two Protestant ministers would devote his extraordinary life to exposing 
the heartlessness and lack of mercy that the masses showed for the Jews 
under the tyranny of Nazi murderers? Join us at noon at the Al Katz Center, 
5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; 
brunch included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Temple Sinai’s Social Action & Voting Rights Program
The Social Action & Justice Committee will review the Florida Ballot 
Initiative #4 - Voting Restoration Amendment. Join Temple Sinai cong-
regants and members of the community in a thoughtful examination of 
this important topic: whether people with felony convictions who have 
fully completed their sentences should earn a second chance. We welcome 
to the speaker’s podium Rabbi Geoff  Huntting and a representative of the 
League of Women Voters. The event begins at 1:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 
4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter off  of Proctor Road only, 
between Beneva and Swift). For more information, contact Cecile Klayton 
at c.klayton@gmail.com or Anne Schimberg at afkschimberg@gmail.com.

Traditions in the Kitchen Class
Join us at 10:00 a.m. in the kitchen at Temple Beth Sholom (1050 S. Tuttle 
Avenue, Sarasota) as Ann Treidel teaches us how to make Sephardic 
Baklava. There is limited space for this class, so please make sure to RSVP 
by Tuesday, October 9. This class is sponsored by the TBS Continuing 
Education Committee, TBS Men’s Club and TBS Sisterhood. Cost: 
$12. Please make checks payable to Temple Beth Sholom. For more 
information, please contact the temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@
templebethsholomfl .org.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16

Sarasota Jewish Singles Dinner Meeting
The Sarasota Jewish Singles is an outreach program of Temple Beth Israel 
to give all Jewish singles in the area the opportunity to meet other men and 
women who are alone. The group meets once a month for dinner, laugh-
ter and a time to turn acquaintances into lifelong friends. Join us at 6:00 
p.m. at Columbia Restaurant, 411 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota. To make 
a reservation or for more information, call or text Rosalyn Fleischer at 
941.915.6631 or email rozfl eischer@gmail.com.

CTeen – This Is How We Roll!
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Enjoy bowling at AMF Bradenton Lanes and join CTeen for a visit to 
the police station to show our appreciation for their service! Join us at 
6:30 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. CTeen 
annual membership is $180 including all trips and activities except the 
International CTeen Shabbaton in New York. For more information, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

“Jewish Contributions to America: Florida Leaders”

Do you play???
Thursdays / 12pm to 4ish
Jerusalem room – The Jewish FederaTion on 
The larry Greenspon Family Campus  
For Jewish liFe  
582 mCinTosh road

$5 pie.

Contact Marilyn Oslander
941.951.2029
marasota@yahoo.com

Seasoned 

Bridge... Anyone?
The Bridge Group meets Thursday  

afternoons from 1:00–4:00 pm  
on the Federation Campus  

(582 McIntosh Road).   
Open to intermediate  

and advanced bridge players.  
For more information,  

call Bob Satnick
at 941.538.3739

Thursdays / 12pm to 4ish
Jerusalem Room, Federation Campus 

(582 McIntosh Road)
$5 pie.  

Friendly but serious game!
Contact Marilyn Oslander

941.951.2029
marasota@yahoo.com

  BUT
Friendly

 Family Campus

Contact Marilyn Oslander

marasota@yahoo.com

volunteer

open house
Wednesday, November 14, 2018 • 5:30pm – 6:30pm

Zell Room • The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life

questions? Call Jeremy Lisitza 
at 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org

Because We Are Your Jewish Federation! 

Meet representatives from the following partner 
organizations for more volunteer opportunities.

All Faiths Food Bank  •  Aviva  •  Compeer 
Embracing Our Differences  •  JFCS

The Literacy Council of Sarasota  

RSVP at jfedsrq.org/events

Come and learn about opportunities for joining a 
Federation committee or participating in an event!

Temple Beth El celebrates Havdalah
CTEEN SARASOTA

INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE 
SARASOTA DELEGATION To
#FLORIDACOLLEGEWEEKEND

$149

Visit: 
UF Gainesville

UCF Orlando

USF Tampa

Sarasota Delegation  |  Ella Steinmetz  |  941.928.2220  |  ella@chabadofsarasota.com
Rabbi Shmuly Gutnick  |  561.998.5391  |  floridajewishteens@gmail.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION VISIT:
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facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

“Visit Sarasota County” Breakfast

Traditions in the Kitchen Class

Sarasota Jewish Singles Dinner Meeting

CTeen – This Is How We Roll!

“Shtetl” Lunch and Learn at Temple Emanu-El
The shtetls, small, impoverished towns in Eastern Europe, shaped the lives 
of millions of Jewish people for centuries. Located in The Pale of Settle-
ment within the Russian Empire, the shtetl meant a harsh and dangerous 
life – but it also meant a system of compassionate welfare, educational 
institutions, a deeply religious community, and the development of world-
class Yiddish literature. Join local educator Baila Miller for a journey 
through the shtetl – and learn about its legacy today. The event begins at 
noon at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. The price is $5 
for guests, payable at the door. Guests should bring a brown-bag lunch. For 
more information, email Dr. Janet Hiller, at juanitaph@aol.com.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17

NCJW Advocacy Meeting
Federal court decisions impact all of us in everything we do – from the 
workplace to the schools to family life. “You Be the Judge: Religious 
Freedom,” a presentation on The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for 
Jewish Life (580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota) from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., will 
help us understand the structure of the courts and the need for a diverse 
and independent judiciary. Everyone who attends this workshop will have 
an opportunity to take part in a mock court session on a real case about 
religious freedom. They will learn how judges use both specific facts 
and the law to arrive at their decisions. Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. 
For more information or to reserve a spot, email Marcia Schweitzer at 
marcia7032@yahoo.com.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18

“Jewish Contributions to America: Florida Leaders”
One of the earliest and largest developers in Florida was a Jew who pur-
chased 92,000 acres of land, some of which was used as a refuge for Jews 
fleeing persecution in Europe. This man’s compassionate vision for his 
people and other oppressed minorities led him to become America’s first 
Jewish abolitionist and to raise an accomplished son who became the first 
Jew to serve in the U.S. Congress. Wow! Learn more exciting Jewish his-
tory than ever before. Join us at 11:00 a.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 
Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; brunch 
included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Babyccino
This exciting program at Chabad ventures into a place where motherhood 
and childhood happily intersect, creating and offering ways to engage 
both parents and children at the same time. Babyccino provides a chic 
meet for mod moms and their tots, and features centers for creative art and 
expression, Judaic discovery, music and movement, sensory stimulation, 
dramatic play, parallel play and social interaction. Join us at 11:30 a.m. at 
The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. Suggested donation: 
$10 per class. For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 
941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19

Bob Malkin Young Ambassadors (BMYA) Panel
Join the Congregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ) for its 7:30 p.m. 
service and 8:00 p.m. panel discussion at Unity Church, 3023 Proctor Rd., 
Sarasota. A small group of Sarasota-Manatee teens will be introduced. 
They are involved in a two-year exchange program with teens from Tel 
Mond, Israel. The goal of the BMYA program, managed by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, is for youths to become ambassadors in 
their respective communities and develop lasting ties. An Oneg will follow. 
All are welcome. For further information, contact CHJ at 941.929.7771 or 
email Annette at annpolo66@gmail.com.

BOWLS
OF HOPE

Dec 2, 2018 

 

• handcrafted bowls made by local artists 
• delicious soups, breads, desserts, and more

BECOME A SPONSOR!

 

Bubbles, Beignets & Bowls 
reception for sponsors starting at 10 am.
Contact Elaina Mand at 941-549-8131 

or emand@allfaithsfoodbank.org 

Sunday, Dec 2, 2018, 11am-2pm
Ed Smith Stadium, Sarasota 

Soup’s ON! Don’t let it get cold!
Tickets on sale October 1st

www.allfaithsfoodbank.org

 

Join All Faiths Food Bank and 
Event Chair Susan Malloy Jones for 

Bowls of Hope, 2018

  
941.379.6333 allfaithsfoodbank.org

8171 Blaikie Ct. Sarasota, Florida 34240

HONORING

DAVID VERINDER
President and CEO
Sarasota Memorial Health Care System

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2018

6:00 PM Cocktails
6:45 PM Dinner

Michael’s On East 
Sarasota Florida

DINNER CHAIRS

Bob & Beverly Bartner 
Dr. Dean & Lizzie Hautamaki
Matt & Lisa Walsh

SPONSORSHIP AND  
TICKET INFORMATION

Brian Lipton,
AJC Regional Director:
941.365.4955 or
liptonb@ajc.org

|  AJC.ORG

AJC WEST COAST FLORIDA
2018 CIVIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD DINNER

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

Temple Beth El celebrates Havdalah
Join us for Havdalah at 5150 Peridia Blvd. East, Bradenton. We will dis-
cuss the film and real-life story of “The Jewish Cardinal.” This is the 
amazing true story of Jean-Marie Lustiger, the son of Polish-Jewish immi-
grants, who maintained his cultural identity as a Jew even after converting 
to Catholicism at a young age, and later joining the priesthood. The film 
screening takes place at 4:00 p.m. A family pot luck dinner follows at 5:30 
p.m. Bring a dish to share – fish, vegetarian or dairy. (No meat or desserts 
please.) After dinner, we will light the Havdalah candle, say a prayer or 
two and then have a lively discussion on the life of Jean-Marie. RSVP to 
the temple office at 941.755.4900 with the number of people attending and 
the dish you will be bringing.
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PJ Library Presents Jewsapalooza
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the Beatrice Friedman Theater on The 
Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life (582 McIntosh Road, 
Sarasota) for an event featuring Josh and the Jamtones’ music for kids and 
their grownups! Come for the afternoon and enjoy a live, interactive con-
cert, activities, crafts, snacks, a family portrait station and more. There will 
also be a PJ Library book swap: bring any PJ books you no longer want or 
need and swap them for “new” ones! This free event is perfect for families! 
Please register at jfedsrq.org/events. For more information, contact Andrea 
Eiff ert at 941.552.6308 or aeiff ert@jfedsrq.org.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21

Chabad of Sarasota Men’s Club Breakfast
This month’s Men’s Club breakfast will feature a talk entitled “How 
to Safely Surf the Internet” with Bill Crowe, Vice President, Sarasota 
Technology Users Group. Enjoy the best kosher breakfast in Sarasota, 
including bagels, lox and cream cheese, scrambled eggs and onions, and 
whitefi sh salad, followed by the informative presentation. Men and women 
are welcome to join us at 9:00 a.m. at Chabad of Sarasota, 7700 Beneva 
Road. Cost: $7 for Club 770 members; $10 for nonmembers. RSVP 
appreciated – call 941.925.0770 or email info@chabadofsarasota.com.

Jewish War Veterans Meeting
Jewish War Veterans, Sarasota/Manatee Post 172, will hold its kickoff  
meeting of the 2018-2019 season in the Kretzmer Center at Aviva, 1951 
North Honore Avenue, Sarasota. The lox-and-bagel brunch will begin at 
9:30 a.m., followed by Richard Morgan, who will give a two-part lecture 
on the Panama Canal. Dick spent 26 years with the Canal Authority, work-
ing on the many facets of its maintenance and operation. He has traveled 
through the Canal more than 140 times. Dick served in the U.S. Army as 
a special agent in the Counterintelligence Corps. The cost for brunch re-
mains $7 and is payable at the door. Active military, spouses, signifi cant 
others, snowbirds and guests are always welcome and also pay the $7. 
For further information or directions, please contact Stan Levinson, Com-
mander, Post 172, at stanlevinson172@gmail.com or 941.226.7185.

Pilates and Kabbalah
The Jewish Women’s Circle of Chabad of Venice invites you to discover 
the Kabbalistic perspective on health that promotes the deeper meaning 
of life. Enjoy an invigorating Pilates session and a sumptuous juice bar. 
The event begins at 10:30 a.m. at Chabad Education Center, 21560 Angela 
Lane, Venice. For more information, contact Chaya Rivka Schmerling at 
941.493.2770 or rivka@chabadofvenice.com.

Club Chai Appreciation Reception
Club Chai members’ generous support gives monthly sustenance to 
Chabad and provides life, “Chai,” to Chabad. Chabad of Bradenton trea-
sures this opportunity to express its heartfelt appreciation. Dinner will be 
served. The event begins at 7:30 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine 
Road, Bradenton. Free for Club Chai members. Become a member with a 
minimum donation of $18 a month. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Temple Sinai’s Sounds of the Sanctuary
Join Chazzan Cliff  Abramson for an enlightening and entertaining review 
of synagogue music and the Sounds of the Sanctuary at 10:45 a.m. on 
Wednesdays, October 24 and 31 at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood 
Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter off  of Proctor Road only, between Beneva and 
Swift). For more information, contact the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or 
offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24

“Jewish Contributions to America: Activists”
Activism is in the genetic makeup of the Jewish people and in the Divine 
code of laws we follow. It was American Jewish activism at its best and 
strongest that led to the establishment of the State of Israel and the release 
of imprisoned and persecuted Jews in the Soviet Union. It was Jewish 
activism that advocated for Jonathan Pollard, who served the longest sen-
tence for spying for a friendly nation in the history of America. Join us at 
11:00 a.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: 
$10 per adult; $5 per student; brunch included. To RSVP, call Beverly 
Newman at 941.313.9239.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25

Women’s Challah Bake
In conjunction with the worldwide Shabbat Project, which heightens 
Shabbat observance, Chabad of Sarasota (7700 Beneva Road) is hosting a 
women’s Challah Bake at 1:30 p.m. The event will highlight the secrets to 
great-tasting challah, and feature a live feed from our sister city in Israel, 
Tel Mond, which will simultaneously be holding its own women’s Challah 
Bake event. All Jewish women and girls from the greater Sarasota area are 
invited to participate. Cost: $18 for guests; $10 for N’shei Women mem-
bers, moms of Chabad Kaplan Preschool and the Weinstein Jewish Enrich-
ment Program children. Advance reservations and payment are necessary. 
To RSVP, call 941.925.0770 or email info@chabadofsarastoa.com.

Unraveling your DNA
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Did you know that one in 40 Ashkenazi Jewish individuals carries 
the BRCA1 or BRAC2 gene mutation increasing the risk of breast and 
ovarian cancer as well as prostate and pancreatic cancer? Join us from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom (1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota) 
for an educational presentation by Myriad Genetics. RSVP by Sunday, 
October 21 to Lee Ruggles at lruggles.sabra@gmail.com or Sue Spector 
at foxwood265@aol.com. A $10 donation is requested. Mail your check, 
payable to SaBra Hadassah, to P.O. Box 19992, Sarasota, FL 34276.

Shabbat Alive! Returns to Temple Emanu-El

QUESTIONS? Contact Jessi Sheslow,  
941.343.2109 or jsheslow@jfedsrq.org

The Jewish Federation invites you  
to the 80th Commemoration  
 of the events of Kristallnacht, 

the Night of Broken Glass. 

RSVP at jfedsrq.org/events
EVENT IS FREE

80TH  
       COMMEMORATION

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
1050 S. Tuttle Ave, Sarasota

“In those places where the houses of God stood in flames, where a signal from those 
in power set off a train of destruction and robbery, of humiliation, abduction and 
incarceration—there was an end to peace, to justice, to humanity. The night of  
9 November 1938 marked one of the stages along the path leading down to hell.”
–Helmut ScHmidt, former cHancellor, WeSt Germany 
  Speech delivered in Cologne Synagogue, November 9, 1978

    THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2018 
         7:00 pm  •  Temple Beth Sholom

THE LARRY GREENSPON FAMILY CAMPUS FOR JEWISH LIFE
Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL  
941.371.4546  •  jfedsrq.org

Ronnie Riceberg, Chair

Speaker: Simone Knego
Music by: The Sarasota Jewish ChoraleCreate Your 

 Jewish Legacy Today
   Impact Jewish Lives 
 tomorrow 

Create Create Create Create Create Create Create Your Your Your Your Your 
Jewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish LegacyJewish Legacy

The Jewish Federation is the only local organization 
focused on the whole, all of us thriving together. 
Whatever you cherish most about Jewish life — learning, 
community, supporting Israel, combating anti-Semitism, 
social justice or caring for those in need — you can ensure 
your values are sustained for future generations by leaving 
a legacy to The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

LIFE & LEGACY™ is a partnership of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, The Jewish Federation of  Sarasota-Manatee 
and ten other local Jewish organizations.

FOR INFORMATION ON LEAVING YOUR LEGACY, CONTACT  
Ilene Fox 

ifox@jfedsrq.org  |  941.343.2111  |  www.jfedsrq.org/legacy

Please remember The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee with a 
gift in your will, trust, retirement account or life insurance policy.
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stay connected @ www.jfedsrq.org

“Jewish Contributions to America: Activists”

Family Erev Shabbat Service and Tot Shabbat Service
Join Rabbi Geoff  Huntting and Chazzan Cliff  Abramson on Erev Shab-
bat for an uplifting service with a variety of traditional, Israeli, Sephardic 
and Chassidic melodies. A welcome reception begins at 5:15 p.m. The Tot 
Shabbat service begins at 5:00 p.m. with a Tot Shabbat dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter off  of 
Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For more information, 
contact the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26

Shabbat Alive! Returns to Temple Emanu-El
Shabbat Alive! is back! Temple Emanu-El members and hundreds of com-
munity guests fi ll the pews for this quarterly all-musical Shabbat celebra-
tion – and we hope you will be among them. With upbeat, contemporary 
and inspiring arrangements of the traditional prayers, led by Rabbi Brenner 
Glickman, Rabbi Michael Shefrin and professional and volunteer musi-
cians, Shabbat Alive! is stirring, magnifi cent, exhilarating, jubilant and al-
together unique. Please join us at 7:15 p.m. for a very special and spiritual 
Shabbat experience at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. 
For more information, call the temple offi  ce at 941.371.2788.

Shabbat Project at Chabad SRQ
Communities across the world will be celebrating a special Shabbat that 
was initiated in 2013 in South Africa as a grassroots eff ort to inspire and 
motivate Jews across the world to add to their celebration of Shabbat. At 
Chabad of Sarasota (7700 Beneva Road), a Shabbat dinner with a Mexican 
fl air catered by Flora Oynick will be held following the 7:30 p.m. service. 
In addition, the Friday night and Shabbat services will be led by Cantor 
David Caytak, who is the chief cantor at the Great Synagogue in Moscow, 
and a guest cantor at the Jerusalem Great Synagogue. The Mexican-style 
dinner in conjunction with the Shabbat Project is being off ered to the com-
munity free of charge, however, an RSVP by Friday, October 19 is neces-
sary. RSVP via email at info@chabadofsarasota.com or call the offi  ce at 
941.925.0770.

In Our Own Hands: The Hidden Story 
of the Jewish Brigade in World War II

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28

Temple Emanu-El proudly screens this acclaimed documentary depicting 
a little-known episode of Jewish and wartime history. During World 
War II, only one Jewish brigade fought the Nazis, but their contributions 
were signifi cant. Through interviews and archival footage, learn about 
the soldiers’ determination to overcome British anti-Semitism as they 
volunteered their lives. Their will to avenge atrocities like the Holocaust 
led them to the battlefi eld – and a legacy of post-war military operations. 
Discussion follows the movie. The event begins at 2:00 p.m. at Temple 
Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Cost: $5. For more information, 
email Howard Kilman at howardkilman@hotmail.com.

Temple Beth El Dinner and a Movie
Join us at 4:30 p.m. at 5150 Peridia Blvd. East, Bradenton, when Rabbi 
Sternfi eld will make a fun Mexican meal and then show the movie Coco 
– a 2017 American 3D computer-animated fantasy fi lm produced by Pixar 
Animation Studios and released by Walt Disney Pictures. Coco is a movie 
for adults and children of all ages. Cost: $13 for TBE members; $15 for 
guests; no charge for children under 10. RSVP to the temple offi  ce at 
941.755.4900 with the number of people attending.

JWRP Open House
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Federation presents an informational event with Jewish Women’s 
Renaissance Project (JWRP) board chair Andrea Mail, and the 2017 and 
2018 JWRP trip participants who will share details about the application 
process and date of the JWRP trip to Israel in the summer of 2019. Join 
us at 7:00 p.m. in the Zell Room on The Larry Greenspon Family Campus 
for Jewish Life, 580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please register at: jfedsrq.
org/events. For more information, contact Gisele Pintchuck at gpintchuk@
jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0029.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29

Mah Jongg/Cards/Games Day
The Greater Venice Chapter of Hadassah is having a mah jongg/cards/
games day from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Bay Indies Resort in the Indies 
Hall off  Bay Indies Boulevard (1st clubhouse). For those using a GPS, the 
actual address is 950 Freeport Avenue. A breakfast and homemade lunch 
will be served. Bring your own game or we can get you into a game. The 
cost is $23. Mail your check, payable to Hadassah, to 4220 Tennyson Way, 
Venice, FL 34293. For more information, call Ruth at 941.492.6025.

JWRP Open House
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Federation presents an informational event with Jewish Women’s 
Renaissance Project (JWRP) board chair Andrea Mail, and the 2017 and 
2018 JWRP trip participants who will share details about the application 
process and date of the JWRP trip to Israel in the summer of 2019. Join us 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Zell Room on The Larry Greenspon Family Campus 
for Jewish Life, 580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Please register at: jfedsrq.
org/events. For more information, contact Gisele Pintchuck at gpintchuk@
jfedsrq.org or 941.706.0029.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30

· I C O N O G R A P H I C ·

26 – 28 OCTOBER 2018
FSU CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

MARTHA GRAHAM’S
APPALACHIAN SPRING

RICARDO GRAZIANO‘S
SYMPHONY OF SORROWS 

GALINA SAMSOVA‘S
PAQUITA

SarasotaBallet.org | 941.359.0099
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jfedsrq.org

Learn more at 
jfedsrq.org

This is YOUR federation. 
And we are here to help.

The Jewish Federation offers 
assistance for all ages in  
Sarasota and Manatee Counties: 
Camp Grants, Travel Opportunities, 
Education Scholarships, Religious 
School Assistance and Women’s  
Giving Circle Grants. We also 

support programs: PJ Library, 
Senior Services and Jewish 

Healing, including a  
Community Chaplain. 

140 kosher 
characters:

twitter.com/jfedsrq
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        Upcoming Events 2018-19

NOVEMBER 4 Federation Celebration
Honoring our Volunteers

NOVEMBER 11 Author Abigail Pogrebin,  My Jewish Year 
Luncheon in partnership with ORT

DECEMBER 3 Women’s Day
Featuring Nancy Spielberg

DECEMBER 17 In the Fiddler’s House – A Night of Klezmer
Featuring Itzhak Perlman in partnership with  
The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast

JANUARY 8 Newcomer’s Reception

JANUARY 15 25 Years After the Oslo Accords
Featuring Abe Foxman, former National Director  
of the Anti-Defamation League

JANUARY 20 International Holocaust Remembrance Day
Honoring the Greek Community

FEBRUARY 7 Israel Philharmonic Orchestra with Conductor Zubin Mehta
 Lead sponsor of Van Wezel program

FEBRUARY 11 Community Lecture with Author Daniel Gordis

FEBRUARY 24 Celebrating 60
 Honoring Federation’s 60th Anniversary

MARCH 6 – 17 10th Annual Jewish Film Festival
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The Larry Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life
941.371.4546  •  info@jfedsrq.org


