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Federation-sponsored Embracing Our Diff erences panel
 in Sarasota with a group from Tel Mond, Israel

Sam Shapiro with great grandson Tyler Shapiro, 
Jamie Shapiro (Matt’s wife) and grandson Matt Shapiro

A message from Federation leadership: 
How’s The Federation doing?

continued on page 2

By Howard Tevlowitz, Federation Executive Director, and Kim Mullins, Chief Operating Offi  cer

We often get asked the question: How’s The 
Federation doing? For better or worse, 
that’s a diffi  cult question to answer sim-

ply because there are so many moving pieces and 
changing circumstances. 

On the one hand, The Federation’s core philan-
thropy is going strong. We’ve increased the amount 
of funding we provide for grants, impacting the num-
ber of people who are touched through our grants 
and programs. As stewards of our donors’ dollars, 
we think of our grants as critical community invest-
ments to infl uence systemic change in our area. We 
draw on our expertise, and leverage our relationships 
with a wide range of nonprofi ts, executives, lay lead-
ers and Federation staff , and ask, “What are today’s 
most urgent challenges?” And we fund initiatives 
that boldly address key issues. By driving together 
key infl uencers and listening to the many voices that 
make up our community, we can deliver funds to 
areas where we’ll have the greatest impact.

On the other hand, there is no sugarcoating the 
fact that what used to work in the past won’t take us 

to where we need to go. We need to operate more 
intensely, intelligently and in new and altered ways 
than before. We know the Jewish world is radically 
changing. What turns people on Jewishly or engages 

A longtime supporter of The Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee and a true phi-
lanthropist who believed in giving back to 

his community passed away recently. Ninety-nine-
year-old Sam Shapiro was beloved by many, but 
especially by Jewish teens. Sam, along with his wife, 
Sally, created a gateway for local Jewish teens to be-
come engaged with their community, Judaism and 
Israel. That vision became a reality with the creation 
of STEP – the Shapiro Teen Engagement Program 
at The Federation. STEP’s mission is to educate, 
engage and empower Jewish teens to STEP into 
leadership roles.

The program’s service, learning and leadership 
programs enable students to build their academic re-
sumes and fulfi ll The Jewish Federation’s ongoing 
commitment to nurture exploration of Jewish life 
and identity. Graduates of the STEP program have 
continued to stay involved in Jewish life through 
participation in Hillel, Birthright, AIPAC, Stand-
WithUs, study abroad and gap years in Israel. They 
have become youth group advisors, camp counsel-
ors, Jewish educators and more. This long-term in-
vestment in our youth teaches them the importance 

of giving back, and prepares them to become the next 
generation of Jewish leaders. Sam was particularly 
proud of our STEP program.

The Shapiros were also early supporters of The 
Federation’s Bob Malkin Young Ambassadors and 
Send-A-Kid-To-Israel programs in an eff ort to inter-
est Sarasota-Manatee area kids in visiting Israel. 

“What an incredible mentor and visionary,” said 
Andrea Eiff ert, STEP Program Coordinator. “He will 
be missed,” she added.

For more information about The Federation’s 
teen programs, contact Andrea at aeiff ert@jfedsrq.
org or 941.552.6308.

Happy
  Passover

FROM THE BOARD AND STAFF OF
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How’s The Federation doing?...continued from page 1
diff erent audiences has shifted. Our 
organized Jewish community has not 
shifted enough in response. If The Fed-
eration’s mission is to strengthen our 
Jewish community, we have an impor-
tant role to play here too, even if this 
is outside of our usual playground or 
comfort zone. 

Our Federation has fi ve main stra-
tegic planning areas: Israel and over-
seas support, adult Jewish outreach, 
youth and family programs, Jewish 
safety net, and community outreach. 
In each case, Federa-
tion invests targeted 
grants for specifi c 
projects, looking at 
how to mobilize the 
community locally 
and globally to en-
hance our work in ar-
eas like Jewish need, 
adult wellness pro-
grams, services for 
Holocaust survivors, 
Jewish education, se-
curity, strengthened 
Jewish engagement and connection, 
and leadership development. Below 
are just some of our many programs:
Israel and Overseas Programs

  Israel advocacy training for teens 
and young adults through Stand-
WithUs

  Missions, including the Bob Mal-
kin Young Ambassadors, Women’s 
Giving Circle and March of the 
Living

  Community Shaliach (Israeli Em-
issary through the Jewish Agency)

Adult Jewish Outreach Programs
  Jewish Film Festival
  Women’s Day
  Partnership grants to area syna-

gogues for education, outreach and 
social programs

Youth and Family Programs
  Overnight Jewish camp grants
  Need-based religious school schol-

arships
  PJ Library

Jewish Safety Net
  Jewish Community Chaplain
  Emergency assistance for area 

Jewish families
  Holiday luncheons and case work-

ers for area Holocaust survivors

Community Outreach
  Heller Community Relations Com-

mittee
  Holocaust Education
  Program support for Embracing 

our Diff erences
  Grants to local nonprofi ts to sup-

port education and diversity such 
as Restorative Strategies at Saraso-
ta County Schools which improves 
student engagement and reduces 
suspensions
We’ve also launched three commu-

nal initiatives – LIFE & LEGACY™ 
program, Yesod leadership develop-
ment program, and a communitywide 
security initiative. This is where years 
of experience and an entrepreneurial 
spirit go hand in hand. We’re upping 
the impact and getting things done 
quickly.

This preamble is designed to set 
up two things. The fi rst is working on 
some framing of the strategic issues we 
are facing as a Federation and in our 
Jewish community, as well as clarify-
ing what our role and priorities are in 
addressing these issues. We look for-
ward to sharing some of this thinking 
with you in the next few weeks and 
months through The Jewish News and 
open community forums. 

Lastly, we share with you a great 
metaphor that aptly describes what we 
are going through as a Federation. It 
used to be that we had a clear roadmap 
to follow, where we could simply plot 
out how to get from point A to B. To-
day, there is all of this congestion, con-
struction and confusion out there, and 
the old set of written directions doesn’t 
really suffi  ce. Instead, there are better 
ways to make progress, which require 
us to adjust in real time, just like when 
using the driving app, Waze, which was 
designed by Israelis. That’s very much 
like what is happening when we are 
redirecting and making adjustments in 
real time, given the circumstances we 
face, which are constantly in fl ux. 

The good news is that, ideally, 
when we do adjust and get nimble at 
following these new directions and 
course corrections, we can get to where 
we need to go quicker and with less tu-
mult along the way. 

We’d love to know what you think. 
Howard can be reached at htevlowitz@
jfedsrq.org and Kim can be reached at 
kmullins@jfedsrq.org.

2017 Federation Interfaith Mission to Israel

PJ Library kids with Aviva residents

The Jewish News is also available online. Visit www.thejewishnews.org 
to view this issue as well as an archive of past issues.
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Second Annual 

Goldie Feldman
Legacy Event

Join Community Day School as we honor Richard 
and Patti (z”l) Hershorin and the Hershorin family 

legacy, which continues to impact students, 
families, and our community today.

Guests will enjoy the famous Michael’s On East 
kosher-style Sunday brunch.  

Event chair: Dr. Laura Hershorin

Sunday, April 15, 2018 | 11AM
Michael’s On East
1212 East Avenue S., Sarasota
Tickets: $118  General Admission
                 $180 PatronEvent proceeds 

benefit:

As part of The Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee’s 
new “Campus for Jewish 

Life” strategic planning campaign, 
some exciting staff  changes have been 
announced. Kim Mullins, The Federa-
tion’s previous chief communications 
and marketing offi  cer, has been pro-
moted to serve as the organization’s 
chief operating offi  cer. The organiza-
tion also welcomed Marty Katz as its 
senior director of marketing and com-
munications. Former chief program-
ming offi  cer, Jeremy Lisitza, has been 
promoted to director of innovation and 
volunteer engagement.

Howard Tevlowitz, The Federa-
tion’s executive director, says that Kim 
Mullins, who served as the organiza-
tion’s chief communications and mar-
keting offi  cer since 2014, will “provide 

Kim Mullins

An Evening to Thank and Honor  
All Legacy Donors  

and Partnering Organizations 

For more information, contact  
Gisele Pintchuck at 941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org,

or visit JFEDSRQ.org/Events

LIFE & LEGACY™

CommunityCelebration
APRIL 26, 2018  |  Michael’s On East Ballroom
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Federation appoints new COO 
and senior director of marketing
Staff  Report

2017 Federation Interfaith Mission to Israel

As part of The Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee’s 
new “Campus for Jewish 

Life” strategic planning campaign, 
some exciting staff  changes have been 
announced. Kim Mullins, The Federa-
tion’s previous chief communications 
and marketing offi  cer, has been pro-
moted to serve as the organization’s 
chief operating offi  cer. The organiza-
tion also welcomed Marty Katz as its 
senior director of marketing and com-
munications. Former chief program-
ming offi  cer, Jeremy Lisitza, has been 
promoted to director of innovation and 
volunteer engagement.

Howard Tevlowitz, The Federa-
tion’s executive director, says that Kim 
Mullins, who served as the organiza-
tion’s chief communications and mar-
keting offi  cer since 2014, will “provide 

the level of leadership it takes to guide 
our organization forward into the fu-
ture. Kim started her tenure at The 
Federation in 1996 as an administra-
tive assistant and it didn’t take long 
for us to recognize her exceptional tal-
ents. We feel privileged to have Kim as 
part of our executive team. Her years 
of strategic planning experience, com-
bined with her progressive outlook and 
passion about the organization, will en-
sure the continuity of The Federation’s 
mission as we enter our 60th year.”

In her new role, Mullins will lead 
the organization’s day-to-day opera-
tions, and oversee strategic planning, 
outreach and program initiatives, and 
technology implementation.

Prior to this appointment, Katz 
served as vice president of develop-
ment and marketing at the Friendship 

Centers, where her role included man-
aging the development, marketing and 
communication teams. She also spear-
headed the organization’s comprehen-
sive branding initiative in 2017. Prior 
to the Friendship Centers, Katz served 
in marketing and development roles at 
New College of Florida and JFCS of 
the Suncoast. She is a board member 
of the Association of Fundraising Pro-
fessionals, Southwest Chapter. 

“We’re thrilled to welcome Marty 
as our new communications direc-
tor,” says Tevlowitz. “Marty is known 
throughout the community for her out-
standing leadership and outreach eff orts. 
Her expertise is a huge gain for us.” 

“I’m delighted to join The Federa-
tion’s exceptional team and look for-
ward to building upon the record of 
excellence the organization has estab-
lished in our community,” says Katz. 
“I can’t wait to share the news about 
The Federation’s new initiatives and 
plans.” 

As the new director of innovation 
and volunteer engagement, Jeremy 
Lisitza will coordinate implementation 
and evaluation of large-scale programs. 
He will also develop and oversee 
the organization’s volunteer infrastruc-
ture.
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“Day of Learning” at Federation 
in celebration of Israel’s 70th anniversary
By Claude Salomon

As the State of Israel celebrates 
its 70th year, the Synagogue 
Council of Sarasota-Manatee 

will present a “Day of Learning” on 
The Federation Campus the morning 
of Sunday, April 29. The event is coor-
dinated by the Council and The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. 

The event will kick off  at 9:00 
a.m. with a brief welcome, followed 
by a presentation by keynote speaker 
Dr. Steven Derfl er, a well-known edu-
cator, historian and public speaker who 
now is located in Sarasota after a career 
in academia. For 40 years, his work has 
been focused on uncovering the histo-
ries of ancient civilizations. Tracing 
the development of western religions 
from their roots in the Middle East 

and Eastern Mediterranean countries, 
Dr. Derfl er brings insight to current 
political and social events, bridging 
the past with the 
future to promote 
greater understand-
ing between people 
from diff erent faiths 
and walks of life. 
His talk will surely 
be a most interest-
ing event and spark a 
lively exchange of views. 

After Dr. Derfl er concludes his 
remarks, there will be two sets of 
breakout sessions to be conducted by 
members of the Sarasota-Manatee 
Rabbinic Association. The rabbis will 
speak on various topics related to 

Israel and the Jewish community. These 
will include, among others, discussions 
of Israeli music, the history of Israeli 

geographical names, and the 
diversity of Jewish identity in 
Israel. The rabbis’ presenta-
tions will conclude with Q&A 
sessions with members of the 
audience. Attendees will be 
off ered refreshments as well. 

The Rabbinic Association 
is pleased to be associated with 

this Day of Learning. Rabbi Michael 
Werbow, president of the Association, 
stated, “The Rabbinic Association is 
glad to be working in conjunction with 
the Synagogue Council to present this 
Day of Learning. Educational opportu-
nities, especially around the theme of 
Israel, as we are focused on this year, 
are a great way for the community to 
come together. We are looking forward 
to celebrating Israel’s 70th birthday in 
this unifying way.”

The Synagogue Council welcomes 
all to participate in this special pro-
gram. Pre-registration for this event 
is mandatory, so please reserve the 
date. S ince space is limited, registrants 
should indicate which of the breakout 
sessions they will attend. For more in-
formation or to reserve your spot, con-
tact Judith Zangwill at 941.488.8128 
or jzangwill3912@comcast.net. (Also 
see the ad on page 20.)

The Synagogue Council suggests a 
donation of $8 at the door, which will 
be given to a charitable organization in 
Israel.
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“Twice Promised Land and 100 Years 
War” – Refugees post war
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A series by Dr. Steven Derfl er
Editor’s note: The “Twice Promised 
Land and 100 Years War” series will 
continue over the next several issues 
of The Jewish News. This feature is 
included as part of our Federation’s 
year-long celebration of Israel @ 70.

One of the biggest humanitar-
ian concerns surrounding the 
creation of Israel is the issue 

of refugees. Once again, the notion of 
a level playing fi eld is integral to un-
derstanding, and ultimately addressing, 
the concerns of millions of well-mean-

ing, but naïve peo-
ple throughout the 
world. In general, 
the world is quite 
familiar with the 
Palestinian refu-
gee problem, part 
of what the Arab 

world calls the great Nakba, or “trage-
dy.” This is mostly due to the relentless 
public relations campaign waged by 
the Arab world, and not entirely for the 
benefi t of the Palestinians themselves.

It may come as a surprise to many, 
but the Arab-Israeli Confl ict, and to-
day in particular the Israeli-Palestinian 
Arab Confl ict, is not ranked very high 
on the list of Middle East confl icts by 
the international community on the 
whole. If we were to take into account 
the nature of life in the region, especial-
ly given the Arab Spring of 2011, the 
Israeli-Palestinian debate is a bottom-
of-the-barrel confl ict. Consider the fol-
lowing: Egypt’s revolution, Morocco’s 
internal political debate, Jordan’s inter-
nal political debate, Libya’s civil war, 
Syria’s civil war, Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Iran and Iraq, Pakistan and Afghani-
stan, the Sudan, Palestinian refugees 
in Lebanon… and suddenly Israel and 
Palestine pale in comparison.

Here is a brutal truth that the Pales-
tinians refuse to recognize. Their Arab 
brethren have never rallied to the cause 
of the Palestinians for the sake of the 
Palestinians. There have always been, 
and always will be, ulterior motives. 
None bode well for them.

First, one needs to understand, and 

recognize, that there has 
never been a successful 
translation of the lofty 
goals of Pan-Arabism into 
the real world. There can’t 
be, and never will be, be-
cause of the tremendous-
ly diverse nature of the 
Arab/Islamic world. The 
only time in history when it was suc-
cessful was in its infancy, just as it was 
starting to spread beyond the Arabian 
Peninsula. The “umbrella” of Islamic 
faith is one thing; the overlay of Arab 
culture is another. The Caliphate of the 
7th-9th centuries CE quickly realized 
that they couldn’t force their culture 
in its entirety on others in the Mideast 
and North Africa if they wanted their 
empire to survive. More recently, the 
United Arab Republic of Gamal Abdul 
Nasser of Egypt (Egypt and Syria) was 
to usher in a wider Pan-Arabism, but 
crumbled within two and a half years. 

As a result, the Arab world has 
consistently been a cauldron of inter-
nal disputation, with very little dialog 
and lots of violence. Enter Israel. With 
its creation, the opportunity arose to 
defl ect from the “front row” the inter-
nal problems, and aim the focus at an 
outside entity, a religiously diff erent, 
western society-oriented nation. The 
Arab states would embrace the Pales-
tinian cause when convenient.

However, it should also be noted 
that this backing of the cause came 
with a high price for the Palestinians. 
In essence, it would be in the Arab 
world’s best interests if the Palestin-
ians continued to be the focus of hu-
manitarian humiliation to extend the 
world’s sympathy toward them. But 
the overwhelming source of this would 
not be the Israeli occupiers, but Arab 
states.

Following the 1948 war, with tens 
of thousands of Palestinian refugees 
fl ooding Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and 
Egypt directly (with thousands more 
fl eeing farther afi eld), these states 
chose to keep them in a state of imper-
manent limbo, exploiting their misery 

and paraded before the 
world as a result of the 
creation of Israel and 
population displacement. 
These states refused, 
then as they do now, to 
provide the humanitarian 
aid necessary to properly 
feed, clothe, medicate 

and educate the community, who have 
seen three generations live in squalor 
and uncertainty. This eff ectively turns 
Palestinian anger and frustration away 
from the Arabs by placing the blame on 
the creation of Israel.

Here is another case in point. Of 
the many violent confrontations that 
have shaped the region, the fi rst Leba-
nese War of 1982 revealed the extent 
which the Arab states would go to per-
petuate Palestinian suff ering. One of 
the tragedies of this war was the par-
tial destruction of a Palestinian refu-
gee camp by Israeli fi ghter planes. The 
Kuwaiti government magnanimously 
pledged $2 million to the Palestinians 
to “rebuild the refugee camp” as it was, 
rather than construct decent housing, 
sanitary facilities, etc.

I am not trying to undermine, or 
lessen, the plight of the Palestinian 
people. No human being should ever 
be seen as enslaved to another – sim-
ply refer to the Exodus narrative and its 
condemnation of the notion of slavery. 
We as Jews have known it for centu-
ries; now the rest of the world should 
catch up.
Dr. Steven Derfl er is an international 
educational consultant, public speaker, 
archaeologist, historian, researcher, 
teacher and writer. He has been uncov-
ering the histories of ancient civiliza-
tions for 40 years.

Dr. Steven Derfl er

AFMDA Southeast Region
3300 PGA Blvd., Suite 970
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
561.835.0510 • southeast@afmda.org
www.afmda.org

Magen David Adom, Israel’s largest and premier emergency medical response agency, has been saving lives since before 1948.  
And supporters like you provide MDA’s 27,000 paramedics, EMTs, and civilian Life Guardians — more than 90% of them volunteers 
— with the training, equipment, and rescue vehicles they need. So as we celebrate Israel’s independence, make a difference in the 
health, welfare, and security of the Israeli people with your gift to MDA. Please give today.

This Yom HaAtzma’ut, 
celebrate red, white, and blue.

Need to reach the editor 
of The Jewish News? 

Send an email to 
jewishnews18@gmail.com.
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Federation’s support impacts Israel’s 
Embracing Our Differences program
Staff  Report

Holocaust Speakers Bureau 
members share their stories
By Anne Stein, Holocaust Speakers Bureau Coordinator

Thanks to the continued support 
from The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee, the Daniels 

Centers for Progressive Judaism was 
able to bring Shonim B’Yachad, and 
the message of pluralism and diver-
sity, back to Tel Aviv-Jaff a for a third 
year. Similar to our area’s Embracing 
Our Diff erences, students from nearly 
15 schools in Israel submitted artwork 
that refl ected the students’ conception 
of what it means to “embrace the oth-
er” in Israel’s shared society. Its panel 
of judges chose 19 pieces of art from 
nine schools.

In only three short years, Shonim 
B’Yachad has grown to become an ac-
claimed project that has been displayed 

not only in Israel but outside the coun-
try as well, including Ringling College 
of Art & Design, several American 
synagogues and the Jewish Funders 
Network. 

In Israel, one of the goals this past 
year was to develop an educational 
module for the program by collaborat-
ing with school principals and teach-
ers, and facilitating workshops in the 
schools.

One interesting observation was 
the eff ect of the program in mixed 
schools where there is coexistence in 
action. For example, Bialik Rogozin is 
a school where the majority of the chil-
dren come from marginal populations 
(e.g. migrant/foreign workers, refugees,

low socio-economic income), and are 
already engaging each other every 
day in the classroom and the school 
yard. In one instance, a boy drew him-
self standing at the side of the soccer 
fi eld in traditional African clothing. 
When asked about his picture, he said 
he is “always on the side because the 
Filipino children don’t let him play.” 
Teachers then used the opportunity to 
discuss the very real issues that these 
children experience every day in their 
shared existence. Now, organizers are 
working toward adapting the program 
to better suit the Arab public, including 
a translation in Arabic.

For the second year in a row, 
Shonim B’Yachad opened the exhibit 
at Dizengoff  Center, Israel’s busiest 
shopping mall, located in central Tel 
Aviv. The enlarged pictures hung on 
the inside and outside walls, and in-
cluded text in Hebrew and Arabic. The 

manager of the Dizengoff  Center com-
mented on how proud he was to hold 
the exhibit and that it was the fi rst time 
that Arabic had been so prominently 
displayed there – a place visited by 
thousands of Israelis each day.

The project signifi cantly increased 
its exposure in 2017, being featured 
eight times in a variety of media, in-
cluding a popular TV morning show, 
a radio show, and write-ups in several 
newspapers and magazines. Our Jew-
ish Federation continues to be proud of 
the impact Israel’s version of Embrac-
ing Our Diff erences is having in Israel 
and beyond.

In February, two speakers from The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee’s Holocaust Speakers 

Bureau told their stories to an overfl ow 
crowd at the Braden River Library in 
Bradenton. 

George Erdstein, a snowbird from 
Michigan, was born in Vienna in 1938, 
only fi ve months after the Nazis had 
taken over Austria. He related his fam-
ily’s story of close calls before his im-
mediate family could leave and come 
to the United States. 

Rifka Glatz was born in Hungary 
in 1937. She survived the Holocaust 
with her mother and older brother, 
eventually making it to Israel. Unfortu-
nately, her father was murdered while 
in a labor camp. Rifka was in a group 
that was saved by Rudolf Kasztner, a 
Jewish-Hungarian lawyer and journal-
ist who helped Jews escape from occu-
pied Europe during the Holocaust.

Many audience members stayed 
afterwards to personally meet Rifka 
and George and thank them for sharing 
their stories.

The Friends of the Braden River 

Library helped organize the event and 
has also given a generous donation to 
The Federation’s Holocaust program-
ming department.
The Holocaust Speakers Bureau off ers 
a powerful educational opportunity to 
hear from Holocaust survivors. For 
booking information, please contact 
Anne Stein at 941.923.6470 or luvhula
@gmail.com.

George Erdstein and Rifka Glatz

Martin J. Kossoff
CFP® / AIF®  

Principal,  
President
®CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
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Above and below: Three pieces from 
the Shonim B’Yachad Poster Series

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY

“On this one day we remember  
those who suffered, those who 
fought, and those who died.”

HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY

SAVE      DATETHE

WEDNESDAY 
April 11, 2018 • 7:00 pm

Temple Sinai
4631 Lockwood Ridge Rd

(enter from Proctor Rd)
Sarasota, FL

941.371.4546
jfedsrq.org
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George Erdstein and Rifka Glatz

“The Infl uence of Women in Judaism”
By Marden Paru, Dean, Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva  |  This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Not enough credit has been giv-
en to Jewish women for their 
forbearing place in ancient Ju-

daism. In a patriarchal society, women 
were emasculated and often treated as 
chattel. Traditional gender roles were 
at play back then where a woman’s 
place was in the home. This was not 
to denigrate the major responsibility 
women shouldered for running house-
holds, and raising and educating chil-
dren from a young age. Look just how 
far we have progressed!

To a great extent, even in the mod-
ern period, Jewish literature, ritual and 
custom emphasized the dominance of 
the male role in Jewish life. But all of 
that was to change as enlightenment 
spread through Europe by the 18th

century. Role reversals were already 
commonplace during the Middle Ages 
when many wives had little choice but 
to run small stores and establish busi-
nesses in order to support a husband 
attending a Kollel (an institute for full-
time, advanced study of the Talmud 
and rabbinic literature).

There is much to learn from our 
matriarchs and the unnamed Jewish 
women of the Hebrew Bible and their 
unique contributions to Jewish con-
tinuity. The Talmud, which began its 
composition in Babylonia 2,500 years 
ago after the destruction of the First 
Temple, includes tales of several wom-
en who defi ed the stereotypes of their 
biblical antecedents. While they posed 
a threat to male dominance in learning, 

they broke the mold and gave pause to 
the rethinking of the role of women in 
older times.

With the trend of egalitarianism 
in contemporary society, many of the 
gender roles have changed dramati-
cally in Judaism where women seem 
to dominate the synagogue landscape 
today and are visible in their dominant 
activist roles in the broader Jewish 
community. Since the 1970s, women 
increasingly are taking on the roles of 
rabbis and cantors as they train side by 
side with their male counterparts. How 
the tables have turned!

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is 
off ering an eight-week course which 
will review the ever-changing role of 
women in Judaism and salute their 

achievements in maintaining Jewish 
continuity. “The Infl uence of Women 
in Judaism” will be held on Fridays, 
from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m., starting April 
13. 

To register or for more informa-
tion, please contact me at marden.
paru@gmail.com or 941.379.5655.

The course fee is $60. Classes are 
held on The Federation Campus, 580 
McIntosh Road, Sarasota.

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is a 
not-for-profi t, independent adult Jew-
ish studies institute which is partially 
funded through a grant from The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. 
Classes are open to anyone regardless 
of religion, race or sexual orientation. 
We invite you to participate.

11 cantors & cantorial soloists in concert – 
“American Jewish Voices!”
The Bay Area Cantorial Asso-

ciation (BACA) presents its 
15th annual concert, “American 

Jewish Voices!,” featuring cantors and 
cantorial soloists serving the Braden-
ton/Sarasota and Tampa Bay regions. 

The concert is hosted by the Sara-
sota-Manatee Rabbinic Association 
at Temple Emanu-El (151 McIntosh 
Rd., Sarasota) on Sunday, April 8 at 
3:00 p.m. Tickets are available at the 
door for a suggested donation of $18. 
All donations are gratefully accepted. 
No one is turned away. Proceeds ben-
efi t scholarships for cantorial students 
of Reform and Conservative Sacred 
Music Study and publication of sacred 
Jewish music. For information regard-
ing the concert, email bayareacantors@
gmail.com. 

This year’s concert features liturgi-
cal, cabaret, stage and fi lm selections by 

American Jewish composers. BACA’s
annual concert is always scheduled 
on or near Shabbat Shira. To date, 
BACA has raised and gifted more than 
$59,000 for cantorial scholarships, and 
provided signifi cant donations to new 
publications of liturgical Jewish sheet 
music.

Participants in this year’s concert 
include Riselle Bain (Temple Israel 
of Highlands County, Sebring), Laura 
Berkson (Temple B’nai Israel, Clear-
water), Rick Berlin (Temple Beth 
El of North Port), Deborrah Canniz-
zaro (Congregation Schaarai Zedek, 
Tampa), Tanya Greenblatt (Temple 
Beth Orr, Coral Springs), Joy Kat-
zen-Guthrie (Congregation Beth Am, 
Tampa), Diane Becker Krasnick (Can-
tor Emerita, Hebrew Congregation of 
St. Thomas), Joel Reznick (Northwest 
Suburban Jewish Cong. of Morton 

Grove, IL), Jonathan Schultz (Con-
gregation B’nai Israel, St. Petersburg), 
Murray Simon (Bat Yam Temple of the 
Islands, Sanibel), Marci Vitkus (Jewish 
Congregation of Venice), with pianist 

Tara Richards Swartzbaugh (Adjunct 
Professor, Music Dept. and Musical 
Director, Theater Dept., University of 
Tampa).

ENJOY DELICIOUS HOMEMADE: 
• Fresh Pita Bread • Lahmeh • Zaatar • Desserts  

• Imported Cheeses • Spices • Olives & More!

  • 
 H

UM
MUS • G

YROS  •  F
ALAFEL  •  TABBOULI   •  SPINACH PIE 

Discover  
Sarasota’s Finest

Mediterranean Cuisine  
& Specialty Market

Mention this ad for complimentary 
Baklava, Hot tea or Turkish coffee  
with lunch or dinner, or receive a  
FREE Hummus, Falafel or Baba 

Ghanouj appetizer w/ your  
meal purchase of $25!

  KABABS  •  KIBBEH  •  BABA GHANOUJ  •  LAHMEH  •  ZAATAR 

Fresh Pita Bread • Imported Cheeses  
• Spices • Olives & more!

Homemade & Delicious 4246 S. Tamiami Trail 
South of Bee Ridge Rd 

(941) 923-6666 
www.oasiscafesarasota.com

Now serving Beer & Wine!
Monday – Saturday 

10:30am – 8:00pm 
Next-day Catering! 

FREE WiFi 

4246 S. Tamiami Trail

 McCarver & Moser Jewelers 

wishes you a Happy Passover
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Jeff rey Cohan

A hand up, not a handout
By Joel Servetz

Jewish Veg: Connecting Jewish values 
with plant-based lifestyles
By Ashlyn Downey-Hayes, Mimi and Joseph J. Edlin Journalism Intern

Ashlyn Downey-Hayes

In the sunlit social hall at Sarasota’s 
vibrant Temple Sinai on Sunday, 
December 3, 2017, Jeff rey Cohan, 

the executive director of a nonprofi t 
organization called Jewish Veg, shared 
a compelling presentation. The focus? 
He explained the numerous, remark-
able connections between fundamental 
Jewish values and plant-based life-

styles, highlighting 
ideas that are for-
ward-thinking and 
essential to today’s 
world, yet rooted in 
the age-old princi-
ples of Judaism.

I am a lifelong 
Jewish vegetarian, 

and a vegan for the last three years. I 
made the decision to follow this life-
style out of care for human health, 
animals, the Earth, and the millions 
suff ering from hunger as a result of 
the ineffi  ciencies of the meat and dairy 
industries. 

After learning about Jewish Veg, I 
invited Cohan to visit our progressive 
Sarasota Jewish community. Cohan 

is a Pittsburgh native who earned his 
master’s degree in Public Manage-
ment from Carnegie 
Mellon University. He 
acted not just from his 
experience in Jewish 
communal service and 
strong communication, 
but also upon a passion 
for inspiring in people 
the holistic perspec-
tives, such as vegetari-
anism and veganism, 
that have the power to 
solve some of the world’s most press-
ing contemporary issues. He has also 
embodied a vegetarian and then vegan 
lifestyle himself since 2007 and 2010, 
respectively.

The knowledge he imparted, align-
ing with the telling mission of Jew-
ish Veg – “[to] encourage and help 
Jews to embrace plant-based diets as 
an expression of the Jewish values of 
compassion for animals, concern for 
health, and care for the environment” – 
was shared with an audience that fi lled 
nearly every seat around 15 tables, 

thanks to the work of Ori Elan and the 
rest of the Temple Sinai Men’s Club, 

which sponsored the event.
Hopefully, more events 

relating to this topic will be 
organized in the near future 
so that these profound and, 
quite truthfully, life-trans-
forming messages can be fur-
ther spread, allowing for even 
greater positive impact on hu-
man and environmental well-
being and a crucial revolution 
of empathy.

For more information about Jew-
ish Veg or to browse, explore and enjoy 
the helpful resources off ered by this 
unmatched organization, visit www.
jewishveg.org. 
Ashlyn Downey-Hayes is a recipient of 
the Joseph J. Edlin Journalism Intern 
Scholarship, a program funded by the 
late Miriam Edlin in memory of her 
husband. Ashlyn, now in the twelfth 
grade, is a student at Riverview High 
School in the International Baccalau-
reate Diploma Programme.

We all know what tikkun olam
means. It’s our mission to 
reach out to the larger com-

munity around us and do what we can 
to improve the lives of those who are 
less fortunate than ourselves. For many 
years, as part of this sacred mission, 
Temple Beth Sholom in Sarasota has 

partnered with area congregations in 
support of an interfaith program known 
as Family Promise of Sarasota. 

The mission of Family Promise is 
to give families who have lost every-
thing a path to regaining their self-suf-
fi ciency and their self-respect. While 
temporarily sheltering these families 
in a safe and clean environment, the 
adults are assisted in their eff orts to 
fi nd or stay in gainful employment 
and receive counseling in household 
budgeting strategies as their school-
age children continue to attend school. 
Eventually, they “graduate” from the 
program, once again leading produc-
tive, independent lives, their families 
intact and thriving. This is the true 
meaning of tikkun olam. 

Family Promise of Sarasota is cur-
rently going through a period of re-
organization and, recently, about 80 
members of our community from vari-
ous congregations met at Temple Beth 
Sholom to map out a strategy for tak-
ing the program to the next level. 

You can be part of the solution by 
volunteering your time and talents to 
this amazing program. To volunteer, 
call Family Promise of Sarasota at 
941.952.1800. To fi nd out more about 
the program, visit http://familypromis-
esarasota.org/ where you can also view 
a short video.

Working together with our inter-
faith partners we can help end the cycle 
of homelessness in Sarasota and our 
nation. The solution starts with you.

• Companions
• Home Health Aides
• Transport
• RN Supervision
• CNA Services
• Doctor Visits

All Heart 
Senior Care, LLC

www.allheartseniorcare.com 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee Counties

Call 24 hours a day
941-954-6565

Private Duty Home Health
24 hour care available

“Your home is where our hearts are”

Homemaker & Companion License 230910 

Your New
Best Friend
is Waiting!

We are open:
Weekdays 11-7
Weekends 11-5

2542 17th St
Sarasota, FL 34234

941-366-2404 
www.catdepot.org
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Every woman 
matters here.
The Women’s Giving Circle [ “Ma’agal 
Nashim”] is a giving circle that empowers 
women as funders, decision makers 
and agents of change. Each member 
contributes $500, and each has an equal 
voice in directing our funds. The giving 
circle model multiplies individual actions, 
creating a tremendous collective impact. 

In the last five years, we have distributed 
more than $173,000 in grants to nonprofits 
in Israel that help women and children of 
all backgrounds live safer, healthier and 
more meaningful lives.

Contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113 
or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org

OUR MISSION
To enhance the lives of Jewish 
women and children who are in 
need of help and live in Israel.

How   
We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.We Help.

jfedsrq.org

Learn more at 
jfedsrq.org

This is YOUR federation. 
And we are here to help.

The Jewish Federation offers 
assistance for all ages in  
Sarasota and Manatee Counties: 
Camp Grants, Travel Opportunities, 
Education Scholarships, Religious 
School Assistance and Women’s  
Giving Circle Grants. We also 

support programs: PJ Library, 
Senior Services and Jewish 

Healing, including a  
Community Chaplain. 
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“Pub Shalom” was the place to be
This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Past President Gloria Weed and Rabbi Brenner Glickman 
admire the fabulous selection of Israeli street food

Standing up for veterans: 
Veterans Stand Down
By Sandy Chase

Jewish Veg: Connecting Jewish values 
with plant-based lifestyles The place to be Saturday evening, 

February 24, was Benderson 
Family Hall at Temple Emanu-

El – although the setting felt more like 
an Israeli-style pub! Sponsored by 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee in partnership with Temple 
Emanu-El’s Israel Committee, Broth-
erhood and Sisterhood, “Pub Shalom” 
brought together 175 spirited attendees 
for a fabulous night of conversation and 
camaraderie over Israeli food, beer and 
wine, games, graffi  ti and team trivia!

Adorned with posters of Israeli 

liqueurs, custom photographs of col-
orful Tel Aviv graffi  ti, and a beauti-
ful bar hand-built by Carl and Judy 
Levy, Benderson Family Hall had the 
atmosphere of a festive and elegant 
Israeli destination. Israeli games such 
as sheshbesh (backgammon) and Rum-
mikub – plus Israeli trivia questions 
displayed on the full-size projection 
screen – added to the vibe. Attendees 
noshed on a delicious assortment of Is-
raeli street food expertly prepared by 
chef Michael Lauberblat and sampled 
varieties of Israeli beer and wine while 

socializing with old and new friends. 
Once the plates had been cleared, 

some friendly competition began! 
Twenty teams participated in a fantas-
tic trivia challenge that tested attendees’ 
knowledge of little-known facts about 
Israel, including what world-famous 
rock star was born Chaim Witz in Is-
rael (Gene Simmons); how many Israe-
lis have won the Nobel Prize (11); and 
what the Israeli post offi  ce does with let-
ters that arrive in Jerusalem addressed 
to God (take the letters to the Western 
Wall). During a break in the contest, 

baklava cheesecake and cakes wishing 
Israel a happy 70th birthday were served.

As the evening ended, happy at-
tendees were full of praise for event 
chairs Bob and Susan Meisel, Carl and 
Judy Levy, volunteers Helene Davis, 
Barry Gerber, Rabbi Elaine Glickman, 
Paula Hayden and Linda Weiss, and 
– especially – The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee for generously 
underwriting the event as part of “Is-
rael @ 70.” Todah rabah to Federation 
leadership for making “Pub Shalom” a 
reality!

Event volunteers Judy and Carl Levy show the menu of Israeli pub drinksEvents Manager Fatima Sorviano 
welcomes attendees to the hand-built bar

JFCS of the Suncoast will hold 
Veterans Stand Down to benefi t 
homeless veterans on Saturday, 

April 28 from 8:00 a.m. through noon 
at the Sarasota County Health Depart-
ment, 2200 Ringling Boulevard. Bol-
stering its federally-funded program, 
Operation Military Assistance Pro-
gram (OMAP), JFCS holds the Stand 
Down event every year with multiple 
community partners.

“Stand Down is a military term 
referencing a time when combat troops 
returned to base camp for a brief re-
spite, receiving hot food, new clothing 
and support services before returning 
to combat,” explains JFCS Director of 
Veteran Services, Jocey Henderson.

The retired Sergeant Major con-
tinues, “Like many in the military, our 
homeless veterans continue to engage 
in battle – their personal ones: some 
lacking nutritious meals, basic supplies 
and essential services. Whatever re-
spite and hope we can provide is para-
mount.”

Lieutenant Richie Schwieterman 

of the Sarasota Police Department will 
participate, stating, “I couldn’t be proud-
er partnering with such a great organiza-
tion like JFCS that helps so many.” 

Veterans and other attendees con-
cur with JFCS volunteer Skip Sack: “I 
was blown away by the extent of free 
services and items off ered during this 
event. What an incredible gesture on 
the part of JFCS and other organiza-
tions!” 

In addition to receiving clothing, 
personal hygiene items, and VA sur-
plus materials such as blankets, veter-
ans will be able to avail themselves of 
legal and employment services, health 
screenings and substance-abuse coun-
seling, emergency shelter, and hair care 
– all while enjoying food and refresh-
ments. Free round-trip bus passes to 
the health department will be provided, 
compliments of Sarasota and Manatee 
counties.

For a full list of items needed, visit 
JFCS-Cares.org/veterans. To make a 
donation, call JFCS at 941.366.2224 
by Friday, April 13.

Michael Granston
941-504-8018

“I may still have my English accent, but I place my accent  
on providing the best possible service.”

Tired of the traffic?
THINKING OF 

MOVING FROM 
LONGBOAT TO 
DOWNTOWN?

Michael is the expert 
you need in finding 

you the perfect home 
in Sarasota and 

assisting you in selling 
your Longboat home. 

Michael has been 
connecting happy 
buyers with happy 
sellers in Sarasota  

for 25 years.

www.HomesInLongboatKey.com
email: michaelgranston@gmail.com

408 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, FL 34228
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Every woman 
matters here.
The Women’s Giving Circle [ “Ma’agal 
Nashim”] is a giving circle that empowers 
women as funders, decision makers 
and agents of change. Each member 
contributes $500, and each has an equal 
voice in directing our funds. The giving 
circle model multiplies individual actions, 
creating a tremendous collective impact. 

In the last five years, we have distributed 
more than $173,000 in grants to nonprofits 
in Israel that help women and children of 
all backgrounds live safer, healthier and 
more meaningful lives.

Contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113 
or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org

OUR MISSION
To enhance the lives of Jewish 
women and children who are in 
need of help and live in Israel.
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Temple Sinai’s Torah rehabilitation and education

A sofer repairs one of Temple Sinai’s Torahs

Happy Passover
Tidewell Hospice is committed to meeting the spiritual  
and physical needs of our patients and families.
As a certified Jewish Hospice, Tidewell offers:

• Mezuzah and Shabbat candles
• Spiritual consultation with Rabbi on request 
• Bible and prayer book

www.tidewell.org  •  941-552-7500  •  855-Tidewell

“These we honor”
Your Tributes

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
IN HONOR OF
Ira Berger
Kathy & Marty Gurvey
Dottie Garner
Boo & Cookie Cook

IN MEMORY OF
John Knego
Lee Goldberg

NOTE: To be publicly acknowledged 
in The Jewish News, Honor Cards 

require a minimum $10 contribution 
per listing. You can send Honor Cards 
directly from www.jfedsrq.org. For 

more information, call 941.552.6304.

SKIP 
(Send a Kid to Israel)
IN HONOR OF
Irene Ross
Sally Ross

Temple Sinai of Sarasota has 
undertaken a major project to 
repair and restore its three To-

rahs. The Torah scrolls are the congre-
gation’s most prized possessions and 
they require regular maintenance to 
remain kosher and in good condition. 
Over time, Torahs develop holes, tears 
and rips in the parchment, and the ink 
will start to fade or lift away from the 
parchment. These possible problems 
are a major concern. No matter how 
careful and expert one is, the risk of 
overlooking one problem letter is sig-
nifi cant. One non-kosher letter means a 
non-kosher Torah scroll!

A sofer, a Hebrew scribe, came 
to look at the Torahs. He determined 
that our Torah scrolls 
require cleaning and 
the repairing of let-
ters with proper He-
brew calligraphy. This 
process involves ex-
tensive, painstaking, 
tedious slow work to 
bring the Torahs back 
to kosher standards. 

Temple Sinai has 
started a Temple Sinai 
Torah Fund to cover 
the cost of Torah reha-

bilitation to upgrade the Torah scrolls. 
A program has been developed to ac-

complish the rehabilitation while edu-
cating all who participate in inscribing 
a letter in one of the Torahs. The sofer 
came March 11 and a second visit is 
planned for Sunday, April 29 to give 
students in the religious school, the 
congregation and the community an 
opportunity to inscribe their legacy 
in the Torah working with the sofer. 
This signifi cant learning experience is 
multi-generational and open to anyone 
in the community who wishes to par-
ticipate. It is a program honoring Tem-
ple Sinais’ story and writing its future.

For more information, please call 
the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802.

Temple Emanu-El accepting Mitzvah Day donations
In conjunction with Temple Emanu-

El’s Mitzvah Day, the congregation 
is gratefully accepting items for 

donation drives to benefi t local com-
munity members and organizations in 
need beginning Monday, April 2.

The fi rst item being collected is 
sports equipment – new soccer balls, 
footballs, volleyballs and the like. This 
equipment will be festively wrapped 
during Temple Emanu-El’s Mitzvah 
Day and distributed as presents through 
JFCS of the Suncoast.

Also being accepted are new puz-
zles, crayons, small toys, fl ashcards, 
and coloring and activity books. In an 
ongoing partnership with Sarasota Me-
morial Hospital, these items are assem-
bled into wonderful baskets to amuse 

and comfort young patients who might 
be frightened and confused by their 
time in the pediatrics unit.

If you have new cosmetics, new 
nail polish, perfume or makeup sam-
ples, or hair accessories, please consid-
er donating these items. Mitzvah Day 
volunteers will fi ll gift bags for needy 
tween/teen girls and young women re-
cently rescued from human traffi  ckers. 
What a lovely way to bring support and 
consolation to this community.

Donations will be accepted dur-
ing business hours at Temple Emanu-
El (151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota) 
as well as before Friday evening ser-
vices. If you may need help carrying 
your donation, or if you have an espe-
cially large donation, please call Mitz-

vah Day Chair Rabbi 
Elaine Rose Glickman 
at 941.379.1997. 

Temple Emanu-El’s 
Mitzvah Day Planning 
Committee – and espe-
cially the many people 
who will benefi t from 
your kind donations and 
care – sincerely thank 
you for your generosity. 
For more information 
about Temple Emanu-
El’s Mitzvah Day, please 
call Rabbi Elaine.

A multigenerational team gathered to pack gift bags for needy 
tween/teen girls at a previous Mitzvah Day at Temple Emanu-El

     

OFFICE WAREHOUSE RETAIL

IANBLACK
R E A L E S T A T E
THE PLACE FOR SPACE

941.906.8688
www.ian-black.com

 A unique hands-on approach
 A dedicated & experienced team  
 Thorough market knowledge 
 Excellent reputation of success

•
•
•
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Commercial Real Estate with:

The Jewish Federation is expanding the Education Scholarship Program  
to include NON-NEED scholarships for the 2018-2019 school year.

NEW! NON-NEED EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS

Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

For more information contact
Andrea Eiffert at aeiffert@jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6308

APPLY ONLINE AT JFEDSRQ.org/EducationScholarships

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 

Education 
Scholarship 

Program
NEW PROGRAM!
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Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education Education 

Eligible students will be Jewish, and enrolled full-time in a post-
secondary undergraduate program. The applicant and his/her parent(s) 
must be full-time residents in either Sarasota or Manatee county for a 
minimum of two years. Additionally, ideal candidates will demonstrate 
leadership qualities, be involved in the local Jewish community and/or 
pursuing a degree in a field of Jewish study. An essay is required. Top 
candidates will be interviewed.

Scholarship applications will be accepted 
through April 9, 2018. 

No applications will be accepted past the deadline.
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When School Ends,
Hunger Begins. 

Hunger doesn’t take a summer vacation.

40,000
school-aged children and their younger siblings, 
will go hungry this summer throughout Sarasota 
and Desoto counties. Help us feed our 40,000 today.

Nonperishable food can be dropped off at 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee offices.

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE 

SUMMER HUNGER
CAMPAIGN AGAINST

“These we honor”
Your Tributes
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A Cup of Joe and the Five Books of Mo
All are welcome to join Rabbi Michael Werbow’s Tuesday morning dis-
cussion group. The java and Torah discussion fl ow while personal meaning 
is found through an exploration of rabbinic texts relating to the weekly 
parasha. The group meets from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. on Tuesdays, April 
3, 10 and 17 at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota. 
There is no cost. New participants are always welcome. For more infor-
mation, please contact the temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@temple
bethsholomfl .org.

TUESDAY, APRIL 3

Passover Songs for All – Israeli Style
Passover celebrates the Exodus from Egypt and the settling of Israel by 
the ancient Hebrews led by Moses and Joshua. Modern Israeli musical 
groups release new Israeli versions of traditional Hebrew Passover songs. 
The Ahava Dead Sea Festival, one of Israel’s leading rock music festivals, 
takes place every year during the Passover holiday and attracts some of 
Israel’s top musicians. Join in for a fun mix of traditional and modern 
Passover music – Israeli style! Join us at 2:00 p.m. at the Al Katz Center, 
5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; 
healthy foods and discussion materials included. To RSVP, call Beverly 
Newman at 941.313.9239.

Jewish Happenings
Passover begins at 

sundown on Friday, 
March 30. Many of the 

area’s temples will hold 
fi rst- and second-night 

Seders open to the 
community. Contact 
the temples for more 

information.

“Oh My, Omer!”
During the second Passover Seder, we recite the blessing for the counting 
of the Omer, and continue to do so for the next 48 days. The counting of 
the Omer is a tradition in Israel from biblical times through the present. 
Israel has transformed from an agrarian society in the ancient days to a 
technological leader in the present day, yet the counting of the Omer re-
mains a bedrock of Jewish tradition in the Holy Land and worldwide. Join 
us at 2:00 p.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. 
Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; healthy foods and discussion materials 
included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

MONDAY, APRIL 2

Mah Jongg
All are welcome to join in our weekly game of Mah Jongg. Bring your 
friends, meet new friends and have a great time! Snacks are provided. 
Games take place from noon to 3:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, April 3, 10, 17 
and 24 at Temple Beth Sholom, Multi-Purpose Room, 1050 S. Tuttle 
Avenue, Sarasota. Cost: $2 for TBS members; $3 for nonmembers. New 
participants are always welcome. For more information, please contact the 
temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

College Prep Seminar
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
“Take the Stress and Guess Out of College Admissions” features insider 
tips from Debra Landesberg, M.A., founder of My College Resource. 
Debra will share information on how and when to start preparing for 
college, what counts in the admissions process, how to choose the right 
fi t, and piloting standardized tests, extracurricular activities, essays and 
fi nancial aid. This free event is designed for students in grades 8-11 and 
their families. The seminar takes place from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the Zell 
Room on The Federation Campus, 580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota. For more 
information, contact Debra Landesberg at DL@MyCollegeResource.net 
or 813.230.8992. Register at jfedsrq.org/events.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4

“Mind in the Making” Workshop
Join The Gan at Temple Sinai and members of the community for weekly 
workshops designed to enrich the lives of grandparents, parents and their 
children. These learning workshops, based on the ground-breaking book 
by Ellen Galinsky, Mind in the Making, The Seven Essential Life Skills 
Every Child Needs, are designed to help you and your children thrive. 
The workshops will cover target areas of Focus & Self Control, Critical 
Thinking, Taking on Challenges, and Self-Directed Engaged Learning. 
Workshops take place at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesdays, April 4, 11, 18 and 25 
at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter from 
Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). Temple members and 
the community are invited at no charge. For more information, call Judy 
Polivy at 941.355.1184 or email teachtel21@frontier.com.

Temple Emanu-El “Lunch with the Rabbis”
Are you looking for a great lunch date? Join Rabbi Brenner Glickman, 
Rabbi Michael Shefrin and friendly, interesting companions for lunch, 
socializing and discussion of current events and subjects of Jewish 
interest! All are invited to this popular, stimulating and enjoyable program. 
Attendees are asked to bring a brown-bag lunch and are also welcome to 
bring a newspaper article for discussion. Homemade desserts and terrifi c 
company are provided. The event begins at noon at Temple Emanu-
El, 151 McIntosh Road. For more information, call the temple offi  ce at 
941.371.2788.

Looking to connect 
with other members of 
the Jewish community?

The Jewish Federation 
would like to welcome  

you to the area!  

Questions? Contact Ilene Fox at ifox@jfedsrq.org or 941-343-2111

We hope you feel  
at home and become  

active members of the 
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish 

community.

    We Welcome You!

on display FEBRUARY 10 – JULY 15

55 Fifth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727.820.0100 • www.TheFHM.org 

Discover 
the secret
history

The Nazi responsible for transporting millions of innocent people to death camps 
mysteriously disappeared after World War II. Photographs, film and recently declassified 

espionage artifacts reveal the truth about his daring capture and historic 1961 trial.

is a co-production of the Mossad — Israeli Secret Intelligence Service;
Beit Hatfutsot — The Museum of the Jewish People, Tel Aviv;
and the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage, Cleveland, Ohio

NOW AT  
THE FLORIDA  

HOLOCAUST MUSEUM
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Chug Ivri (Advanced Hebrew Circle)
If you are interested in keeping up your spoken Hebrew skills, this ongoing 
informal study group is right for you. Read Israeli newspapers, chat with 
friends, have a good time – in Hebrew! There is no cost. New participants 
are always welcome. Join us from 10:30 a.m. to noon on Thursdays, April 
5, 12, 19 and 26 at Temple Beth Sholom, Idelson Library, 1050 S. Tuttle 
Avenue, Sarasota. For more information, please contact the temple offi  ce 
at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

THURSDAY, APRIL 5

The History of Jews in Sarasota
Join Kim Sheintal, President of the Jewish Genealogical Society and local 
Jewish historian, as we explore the history, culture and development of the 
Sarasota Jewish community. Using research and real-life stories, Kim has 
been able to unravel the history of our own community. Copies of her book 
will be available! This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva- A Campus 
for Senior Life, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. For more information or 
to register, please call 941.757.8520.

Rhythm & Jews Erev Shabbat Worship Service
Join Rabbi Michael Churgel and Chazzan Cliff  Abramson for our Rhythm 
& Jews Shabbat Worship Service and hear the Bruno Family Musicians 
as they join in for an uplifting service with a variety of traditional, Israeli, 
Sephardic and Chassidic melodies. The service begins at 6:00 p.m., 
preceded by a Welcome Reception at 5:15 p.m., at Temple Sinai, 4631 
South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter from Proctor Road only, 
between Beneva and Swift). For more information, call the temple offi  ce 
at 941.924.1802 or email offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

FRIDAY, APRIL 6

Welcome Cantor Bard
Help the Temple Beth El family welcome its new cantor, Deborah Bard, 
who has served as cantor and music director at the historic K.A.M. Isaiah 
Israel Temple in Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood. She has sung 
roles in professional theater in Chicago and New York. Her Holiday 
Songs Kids Love to Sing is a best-selling recording of Jewish music for 
children. She also happens to be Rabbi Michael Sternfi eld’s wife. Join 
us for this beautiful, closing of Passover service including Yizkor. Open 
to the entire community, the service begins at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth 
El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch, 5150 Peridia Blvd East, Bradenton. For 
more information, please call the temple offi  ce at 941.755.4900.

The Meal of Moshiach
It is a custom established by the Baal Shem Tov that on the last day of 
Pesach, we eat a special meal, the Moshiach Seudah, complete with 
matzah, wine and Chassidic songs. The meal will be led by Rabbi Mendy 
Bukiet beginning at 6:30 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, 
Bradenton. Free admission. For more information, contact Rabbi Bukiet at 
941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 7

“Chichester Psalms” by Leonard Bernstein in Hebrew
The Venice Chorale’s 125-member choral group under the direction of 
Peter A. Madpak, organist and choirmaster at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
in Venice, will feature the “Chichester Psalms” by Leonard Bernstein in 
Hebrew. The event begins at 3:30 p.m. at Venice Performing Arts Center, 1 
Indian Avenue, Venice. Tickets are $20-25, and $5 for students. For more 
information, visit www.thevenicechorale.org or contact Arlene Stolnitz at 
941.492.6944 or arlenestolnitz@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, APRIL 8

NCJW’s “The Blankee Bee”
The National Council of Jewish Women has an ongoing project called 
“The Blankee Bee.” The project has involved its members in making no-
sew fl eece blankets which have been distributed to various agencies, such 
as Manatee Community Action Agency, HIPPY (Home Instruction for 
Parents of Preschool Youngsters), residents of Anchin Pavilion, patients 
at the Florida Cancer Center, and children at Camp Mariposa as a joint 
venture with JFCS. Join us from 10:00 a.m. to noon on The Federation 
Campus (580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota) to make these blankets. For more 
information, please contact Joan Bour at 941.281.2133 or joanbour5@
yahoo.com.

MONDAY, APRIL 9

NCJW Book Club
National Council of Jewish Women’s Book Club will meet at 1:00 p.m. at 
the Gulf Gate Library, 7112 Curtiss Ave, Sarasota. The book for discussion 
is My Name is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout, and will be reviewed by 
Susan Girese. The club usually meets the second Monday of the month. 
For more information and to sign up, email Barbara Aferiat at barbara@
aferiat.com.

The Future
of the Jewish 

Community
   is in 

Your Hands

LIFE & LEGACY™
is a partnership of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, The 
Jewish Federation of  Sarasota-
Manatee and ten other local 
Jewish organizations that 
promote after-lifetime giving 
to benefit synagogues, social service organizations, Jewish day 
schools and other Jewish entities.

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is the only local or-
ganization focused on the whole-all of us thriving together. We 
are the center of Jewish life-serving as community convener; foster-
ing an open exchange of ideas; developing programs and strength-
ening services that connect our constituents to their Jewish identity.

Your Jewish Federation Legacy Gift 
Our Legacy Society Members are people like you. By leaving a 
legacy to Federation, you ensure that your values will be sustained 
for future generations. Please remember The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee with a gift in your will, trust, retirement 
account or life insurance policy.

…

To discuss creating your Jewish legacy,  
please contact:

Ilene Fox 
941.343.2111 or ifox@jfedrsq.org

How will you assure Jewish tomorrows?  
By leaving a Legacy today!

…

JFEDSRQ.ORG/Legacy
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Klingenstein Jewish Center | 580 McIntosh Rd. | Sarasota, FL 34232 | JFEDSRQ.org 140 kosher characters
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Mitzvah Knitting Group at Temple Emanu-El
Are you a knitter or crocheter interested in using your talent to brighten 
the lives of others while making new friends? If so, please come to the 
Mitzvah Knitting Group sponsored by Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood. We 
gather monthly to craft and socialize, and our beautiful handiwork has 
been donated to local new parents as well as needy families in Sarasota-
Manatee and in Israel. Bring your needles or crochet hook and a favorite 
pattern – we’ll supply the yarn and great company! The group meets at 
10:00 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more 
information, email Susan Bernstein at susanhope22@comcast.net.

TUESDAY, APRIL 10

Yom HaShoah Observance
Join Rabbi Michael Sternfi eld, Cantor Deborah Bard and the Temple Beth 
El family as we spend our Erev Shabbat service in observance of Yom 
HaShoah with prayer and song and special prayers. Open to the entire 
community, the service begins at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth El Bradenton/
Lakewood Ranch, 5150 Peridia Blvd East, Bradenton. For more informa-
tion, please call the temple offi  ce at 941.755.4900.

FRIDAY, APRIL 13

92nd Street Y – “Can We Live to 150?”
Science fi ction writer Jamie Metzl explores today’s cutting-edge science 
and prospects for the future of life extension with leading experts on 
aging: David Sinclair, Harvard University, and Nir Barzilai and Ana Maria 
Cuervo, Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
and the presentation begins at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Israel, 567 Bay 
Isles Rd., Longboat Key. Desserts provided. Admission is free for TBI 
members; $10 for nonmembers with pre-registration, and $15 at the door. 
Please call 941.383.3428 or email info@tbi-lbk.org for more information 
or to make reservations.

              Community Yom HaShoah Commemoration
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
A commemoration of remembrance for the six million people who per-
ished in the Holocaust will take place from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Temple Si-
nai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter from Proctor Road 
only, between Beneva and Swift). This event is free. RSVP required at 
jfedsrq.org/events. For more information, contact Brieana Duckett-Graves 
at 941.552.6305 or bdgraves@jfedsrq.org.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11

NCJW Angel Patrons High Tea
Since the Old Testament, angels have protected the Jewish people. There 
are never enough angels to surround those at risk in our world. Join the 
National Council of Jewish Women for High Tea at the home of a member 
in Silver Oak at 1:30 p.m. Lynn McDonald, humorist and comedian, will 
be our speaker. Her philosophy is, “Why you can, when you think you 
can’t.” To attend, simply make a minimum $75 donation, which will help 
in our mission to protect women, children and families in need. To RSVP 
or for more information, email Joyce Hersh at ahersh0406@gmail.com.

Yom HaShoah Commemoration
Join us at The Florida Holocaust Museum (55 5th Street S., St. Peters-
burg) for a commemorative ceremony and candle lighting by Holocaust 
survivors in observance of Yom HaShoah. This year’s commemoration 
will include free Museum admission from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 
the reading of Holocaust victims’ names continuously throughout the day. 
Additionally, there will be a Holocaust survivor talk at noon and 2:00 p.m. 
The day will culminate with a service by the Pinellas County Board of 
Rabbis and Tampa Rabbinical Association at 5:30 p.m., followed by a 
special program. Free and open to the public. For more information, call 
727.820.0100 x301 or visit https://www.fl holocaustmuseum.org/event/
yom-hashoah-commemoration-3/.

THURSDAY, APRIL 12

Yom HaShoah - Israel
Living in displaced persons camps, with hundreds of thousands of Jews 
still trapped behind barbed wire for years after WWII had ended, the 
Jewish soul longed for the Jewish homeland, Eretz Yisrael. With Israel’s 
independence in 1948, at long last the historic homeland was open to all 
Jews. Hear special keynote speaker Andrew Sternberg, the well-known 
Holocaust survivor who delivered the fi nal statement in the successful 
2015 trial of the Nazi war criminal known as the “Bookkeeper of 
Auschwitz.” Join us at 10:30 a.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez 
Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $12 per adult; $5 per student; healthy foods 
included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

404-263-2967404-263-2967
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3rd Annual Heschel/King Event
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us for services and lunch honoring Rabbi Everett Gendler and his 
contributions to civil rights and the Jewish people. This free event takes 
place from 10:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle 
Ave., Sarasota. RSVP to jfedsrq.org/events. For more information, email 
Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14

Yom Ha’Atzmaut Celebration
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us for traditional Israeli food and family fun as we continue to cel-
ebrate Israel’s 70th birthday. This free event takes place from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. at Boys & Girls Clubs of Sarasota County, 3100 Fruitville Road, 
Sarasota. RSVP required at jfedsrq.org/events. For more information, con-
tact Maor Ben-Arie at 941.780.9576 or maor@jfedsrq.org.

SUNDAY, APRIL 15

Jewish War Veterans Meeting
Jewish War Veterans, Sarasota/Manatee Post 172, will hold its last monthly 
meeting of the 2017-2018 season in the newly-remodeled Kretzmer Center 
at Aviva/Kobernick, 1951 North Honore Avenue, Sarasota. The lox-and-
bagel brunch begins at 9:30 a.m., followed by guest speaker Len Gumley, 
a retired Lieutenant Colonel and a resident of Kobernick House. He will 
show a DVD previously shown on the History Channel, entitled Silent 
Wing Warriors. The cost for brunch remains $7 per person and is payable 
at the door. Spouses, signifi cant others and guests are always welcome. 
For further information or directions, please contact Stan Levinson, Com-
mander, Post 172, at stanlevinson172@gmail.com or 941.907.6720.

Second Annual Goldie Feldman Legacy Event
During the second annual Goldie Feldman Legacy Event, the Hershorin 
Schiff  Community Day School will honor school leader and supporter 
Richard Hershorin, Patti Hershorin (z”l) and the Hershorin family legacy. 
Guests will enjoy the famous Michael’s On East kosher-style Sunday 
brunch beginning at 11:00 a.m. at 1212 East Avenue S., Sarasota. The 
event chair is Dr. Laura Hershorin. Tickets are $180 for patrons and 
$118 for general admission. For more information, contact Iris Starr at 
941.552.2770 or istarr@communityday.org.

Israel Heritage Celebration
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida presents the Israel 
Heritage Celebration at 1:00 p.m. at Aviva, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. 
Family stories about people present in Israel at the time of her founding 
and earlier will be read. In addition, Hebrew and Yiddish songs will be 
performed by Sharon and David Ohrenstein. Special thanks to The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee for sponsoring this event. Everyone is 
welcome. No cost. Reservations are appreciated. RSVP by Thursday, April 
12 to Kim Sheintal at klapshein@aol.com or 941.921.1433.

Women of Sinai Dinner & Movie
Join the Women of Sinai, temple members and friends for a special French 
cuisine dinner catered by C’est la Vie followed by a thought-provoking 
fi lm, Diplomacy, which takes place in the summer of 1944 as the Allies 
march toward Paris and Hitler plans to destroy major Paris landmarks. A 
discussion after the fi lm will be conducted by Carole Kleinberg. The event 
begins at 5:00 p.m. a t Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., 
Sarasota (enter from Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). Cost: 
$25 per person in advance. For more information, contact Janet Tolbert at 
941.388.9624 or the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

Dr. Kushner on “The Four Binghams”
To mark Yom HaShoah, Congregation Kol HaNeshama will present 
Dr. Irving Kushner on “The Four Hiram Binghams,” at 7:30 p.m., at South-
gate Community Center, 3145 Southgate Circle, Sarasota. The illustrated 
talk, free and open to the public, focuses on a remarkable American family 
that helped save hundreds of Jews during the Holocaust. Dr. Kushner is 
Emeritus Professor of Medicine at Case Western Reserve University and 
an avid historian. For more information, call 941.244.2042.

MONDAY, APRIL 16
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Israel Heritage Celebration

Sarasota Jewish Singles Dinner Meeting
The Sarasota Jewish Singles is an outreach program of Temple Beth Israel 
to give all Jewish singles in the area the opportunity to meet other men and 
women who are alone. The group meets once a month for dinner, laughter 
and a time to turn acquaintances into lifelong friends. Join us at 6:00 p.m. 
at Brio Tuscan Grille, 190 University Town Center Drive, Sarasota. To 
make a reservation or for more information, call or text Rosalyn Fleischer 
at 941.915.6631 or email rozfl eischerf@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, APRIL 17

CTeen – Survivor Games!
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join CTeen at 7:00 p.m. at The Chabad House (5712 Lorraine Road, 
Bradenton) to Boost, Build and Befriend. Teens will enjoy a Lag 
B’Omer event featuring friendships, haircutting, goodie bags to Meron, 
S’mores and Survivor Games! Special thanks to The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee for sponsoring CTeen 5778. An annual CTeen 
membership is $180 and includes all events, trips and dinners excluding 
the International Shabbaton. For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy 
Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

92nd Street Y – “On the Seventh Day”
Rabbi Jen E. Krauss will discuss how the biblical story of the world’s 
creation builds rest and refl ection into the architecture of existence, with 
relationship expert Esther Perel, best-selling author Michael Ellsberg, and 
psychiatrist and author Gail Saltz. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. and the pre-
sentation begins at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Israel, 567 Bay Isles Rd., 
Longboat Key. Desserts provided. Admission is free for TBI members; 
$10 for nonmembers with pre-registration, and $15 at the door. Please call 
941.383.3428 or email info@tbi-lbk.org for more information or to make 
reservations.

Israel Independence Day Luncheon
Let’s celebrate Israel Independence Day at the Sister Cities Association of 
Sarasota (SCAS) luncheon at 11:30 a.m. at the Bird Key Yacht Club, 301 
Bird Key Drive, Sarasota. The luncheon will feature Tel Mond, Sarasota’s 
Sister City in Israel. Enjoy music by the Sarasota Jewish Chorale. Sid 
Krupkin, SCAS City Director for Tel Mond, will sing his original Tel Mond 
song, “The Bridge.” To make a reservation, mail a $28 check (payable 
to SCAS) to SCAS Treasurer: Werner Knoop, 7115 Kensington Court, 
University Park, FL 34201, or go to http://sarasotasistercities.org/en/event/
scas-monthly-luncheon-4. For information about SCAS, call Toni Duval 
941.201.6791.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18

Yom HaZikaron and Yom Ha’Atzmaut Observances
Remember on Yom HaZikaron the courageous defenders of Israel who 
have lost their lives for the Jewish homeland by joining the community 
in prayers for Israel’s martyrs and a special address by local Israeli Ed 
Buyes. Please share the names and photographs of any IDF martyrs. 
World-renowned Israeli piano virtuoso Eleonora Lvov will perform a 
moving concert. Then rejoice in the birthday of the State of Israel (Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut) with songs, movies, music and kosher Israeli foods. Join us 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. 
Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 
941.313.9239.

International Film Series
Join Temple Beth El for dinner and a movie. This month’s movie is The 
Band’s Visit, about the Alexandria Ceremonial Police Orchestra, consisting 
of eight men arriving in Israel from Egypt, scheduled to play at the Arab 
cultural center. But, through a miscommunication, the band takes a bus 
ride to a town in the middle of the Negev Desert. This fi lm has had great 
acclaim and was made into a stage musical, winning the 2017 Drama 
Critics award. Come early to enjoy a wonderful Israeli dinner prepared by 
our wonderful chef, Rabbi Michael Sternfi eld. The event begins at 6:30 
p.m. at Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch, 5150 Peridia Blvd 
East, Bradenton. Cost: $10 for TBE members and $13 for guests. For more 
information, please call the temple offi  ce at 941.755.4900.

Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life,
1951 N Honore Ave, Sarasota, 34235

Understanding Your Memory Clinic
Wednesday, May 9th at 3:30
What is a memory clinic and how can they help you live a healthier 
life? That is the question surrounding this afternoon’s lecture and 
happy hour brought to you by Aviva, featuring members of the 
Memory Disorder Clinic at Sarasota Memorial. After enjoying a short 
presentation, take time to explore the many programs and services 
available to you through the Memory Disorder Clinic. A light happy 
hour will follow. RSVP Required

Test Your Mind!
Wednesday, May 30th from 11:30 to 2:00 PM
Ready to take the next step towards a healthier mind? 
Memory Disorder Clinic at Sarasota Memorial will be offering 
free memory tests at Aviva. These tests are the first step in 
identifying problem areas and creating a personalized cognitive 
health plan for you! RSVP Required

Cognitive Health- Lunch & Learn
Wednesday, April 18th at 11:30
Join Dr. Grindal from Memory Disorder Clinic at Sarasota 
Memorial for a delicious brain healthy lunch at Aviva’s 
main dining room. During lunch, participate in an engaging 
conversation involving strategies, healthy tips, and the cutting 
edge research available on cognitive health. Have questions? 
Dr. Grindal will be doing a special attendee only Q&A after his 
guided discussion. Limited space available! RSVP Required

Please call 941.757.8520
to reserve your spot
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Caring for
Your Mind,

Together

They say it takes a 
village. At Aviva we 
believe that caring 
for your mind, your 
body, and your spirit 
does not need to be 
a journey you take 
on by yourself. In 
fact we want to help 
you fi nd the best 
resources to support 
you every day. We 
are so excited to part-
ner with the Memory 
Clinic at Sarasota 
Memorial Hospital to 
present a free 3 part 
series, Caring for 
Your Mind, Together.

Assisted Living Facility #8951  |  Skilled Nursing Facility #130471046

For a continuously updated community calendar, 
visit www.jfedsrq.org.

Classes are held on the Campus of The Jewish Federation, 580 McIntosh Rd. in Sarasota.   
To register or seek more information, please contact Marden Paru, Dean and Rosh Yeshiva  
at 941.379.5655 or marden.paru@gmail.com. Please make checks payable to the Sarasota 
Liberal Yeshiva and mail to Marden Paru, 5445 Pamela Wood Way #160, Sarasota, FL 34233.

PRESENTS APRIL 2018 COURSES
saraso

ta LIBERAL YESHIVA

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS: The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva admits 
students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities 
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and other school-administered programs.

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
agency. It is funded, in part, by a grant from  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

FROM MOSES TO MOSSAD: OUR JEWISH SPIES
MONDAYS 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM   Starting April 2 (Eight Weeks)

One of the most popular genres of fiction today is spy 
thrillers. Our fascination with intrigue and mystery draws us 
to libraries and book sellers. However, many people do not 
know of the true heroism and intrigue of the many Jewish 
spies of history, both ancient and contemporary. This special 
course will include tales and reports of the success of Jewish 

spies whose primary goal was to save and protect Jews facing danger. With 
the Jewish people constantly under attack, many Jewish men and women took 
great risks to protect their fellow Jews from destruction. In every age, Jewish 
spies, through their heroism and daring, brought honor and dignity to the 
Jewish people in times of danger. Instructor: Marden Paru; fee $60.

THE INFLUENCE OF WOMEN IN JUDAISM
TUESDAYS 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM   Starting April 3 (Eight Weeks)

Not enough credit has been given to the women of Judaism for their forbearing 
place in ancient Judaism. To some extent, even in the modern period, Jewish 
literature, ritual and custom emphasized the male role in Jewish life. But all 
of that was to change as enlightenment spread through Europe by the 18th 
century. We have much to learn from our matriarchs and unnamed woman of 
the Hebrew Bible as well as from the trend of egalitarianism in contemporary 
Judaism. Many of the gender roles have changed in Judaism where women 
often dominate the synagogue landscape and serve as activists in the broader 
Jewish community. This course will review the ever-changing role of women 
in Judaism and salute their achievements in maintaining Jewish continuity.
Instructor: Marden Paru; fee $60.

THE IMPACT OF YIDDISH CULTURE
FRIDAYS 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM   Starting April 13 (Eight Weeks) 

While Yiddish has all but vanished as a living language, it is still spoken in 
cloistered communities primarily by ultra-religious Jews—from Borough Park 
in Brooklyn to Mea She’arim in Jerusalem. But in modern America, long gone 
is the familiar Yiddish shprach many of us heard as youth from our immigrant 
parents and/or grandparents. Yet, there is a renewal of interest in both Yiddish 
and Yiddish culture that is in reach of those who want access. This course 
will study the impact of Yiddish culture on the American scene as depicted in 
humor, comedy, contemporary literature and on the stage. There is no reason 
to recite the Kaddish for Yiddish and Yiddish culture. It still thrives here. 
Instructor: Marden Paru; fee $60.

Inquire about multi-course discounts. Scholarships are also available.
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Yom Ha’Atzmaut Celebration
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Congregation Kol HaNeshama and the SaBra Chapter of Hadassah invite 
you to celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israel Independence Day, at 11:30 a.m. 
at South Gate Center, 3145 South Gate Circle, Sarasota. Guest speaker 
Dr. Rachel Dulin will present “Israel: Why This Neighborhood? Celebrat-
ing 70 Years of Israeli Endurance.” All are invited, including congregants, 
members, Associates and guests. An Israeli-style lunch will be served. 
Cost: $18 per person. This event is sponsored by The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee. RSVP to Lee Ruggles at 941.924.1338 or lruggles.
sabra@gmail.com by Friday, April 13.

THURSDAY, APRIL 19

JFCS Holocaust Survivors’ Havurah
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
All survivors are invited to attend these monthly gatherings of friendship, 
camaraderie and support. Enjoy a light nosh and a lively discussion. The 
group meets from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. in the Aviva Library, 1955 N. Honore 
Ave., Sarasota. This month’s topic is “Israel Independence Day.” This 
is a multi-agency event sponsored by JFCS of the Suncoast, Inc., Gulf 
Coast Jewish Family and Community Services, The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee and The Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany. For more information, please contact Jan Alston at 
941.366.2224 x172 or jalston@JFCS-Cares.org. No RSVP required.

The New Relationship Between Israel and the U.S.
For thousands of years, Jerusalem has been the center of global attention. 
Once it was the center of the Jewish world, then it was the center of the 
Arabic world, then the Christian, and now all eyes turn to this ancient 
city again. But what does this new attention mean for Jerusalem and for 
Israel? Dr. Steven Derfl er explores the dramatic political climate that led 
to the United States’ recognition of a new Israeli capital and the eff ects it 
will have on the people of Israel. This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at 
Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. For 
more information or to register, please call 941.757.8520.

Erev Shabbat L’Morim Worship Service
Join Rabbi Michael Churgel, Chazzan Cliff  Abramson, friends and neigh-
bors for an uplifting service honoring Temple Sinai’s teachers at 6:00 
p.m.at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter 
from Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). A wine and cheese 
welcome reception begins at 5:15 p.m. A catered dinner in honor of the 
teachers will follow the service. For more information, contact the temple 
offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

FRIDAY, APRIL 20

        Temple Beth Sholom Israeli-style Dinner
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us for a delicious Israeli-style Shabbat dinner, brought to you through 
the Israel @70 programs supported by The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee. The Shabbat service begins at 6:00 p.m., prior to the 
Shabbat dinner at 7:00 p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, Madeline L. Sainer 
Social Hall, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota. Cost: TBS members: adults 
$18, TBS youth 17 and under are free; nonmembers: adults $23, children 
10 and under $12. RSVP by Friday, April 13. For more information, contact 
the temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

Rabbi Geoff  Huntting on Israel
Following its Israel Independence Day service at 7:30 p.m., the Con-
gregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ), which meets at Unity (3023 
Proctor Rd., Sarasota), will introduce Rabbi Geoff  Huntting, who will 
speak about “Do We Have a Voice? The Tension Between the Israeli Re-
ligious and Political Establishment and the American Jewish Commu-
nity.” After serving in Vietnam, Rabbi Huntting received a Juris Doctor 
degree from Loyola Law School and worked as deputy attorney gen-
eral for the State of California. In June 1991, he was ordained by the 
Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion. Rabbi Huntting 
served Temple Emanuel in Beverly Hills, California, before joining Tem-
ple Sinai in Sarasota in December 1993 and serving until his retirement in 
June 2016. This event is free and open to the public. For more information, 
call 941.929.7771 or visit us at chj-sarasota.org.
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avannah Grand is different from other assisted living
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that each resident is happy and healthy. 
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SUNDAY, APRIL 22

PJ Library Presents:  
Happy Birthday Israel with Temple Sinai

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Bring your family to the park and celebrate Israel’s 70th birthday with Israeli 
snacks, games, stories, crafts and cake! This free event is perfect for K-2 
children, but all are welcome. The event takes place from 10:00 to 11:30 
a.m. at Urfer Park, 4000 Honore Avenue, Sarasota. Register at jfedsrq.org/
events. For more information, call Steve Weintraub at 941.922.9322.

Women of Sinai Fashion Show and Tea
Join the Women of Sinai for this special event featuring a dazzling 
fashion show with ladies’ fashions by Chico’s and gentlemen’s fashions 
by Tommy Bahama. Light refreshments will be served. The event begins 
at 3:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota 
(enter from Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). Cost: $18 per 
person. To register or for more information, please call Karen Worobow at 
941.755.9306.

“Other Zions – NEVER!”
Despite the explicit Divine gifting in the Bible of the land of Israel to the 
Jewish people, the world for hundreds of years has decided that the real 
Jewish homeland should be in other locations across the globe in order to 
rid nations of their Jewish population. This course will examine significant 
and little-known facts and the many fruitless plans of the nations of the 
world to put Jews anywhere but in their historic homeland. Join us at 10:30 
a.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 
per adult; $5 per student; healthy foods and discussion materials included. 
To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

MONDAY, APRIL 23

Rosh Chodesh Society Course
Women are invited to join RCS’s latest course, “Pause & Affect, A Shabbat 
Outlook.” The sixth class, entitled “Order From Chaos,” will focus on 
Shabbat’s way of making order out of the weekday chaos. Shabbat-themed 
food will be served. Join us at 7:30 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 
Lorraine Road, Bradenton. The course fee is $75 (textbooks included), or 
$18 per class. Jewish Women Circle members are entitled to a $5 discount. 
For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or 
rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

TUESDAY, APRIL 24

JLI Course – “The Existence”
This new Jewish Learning Institute course helps us to rethink everything 
we know about our universe. Drawing on the wisdom of Chassidic teach-
ing, the most basic building blocks of existence are re-examined from the 
bottom up, revolutionizing our understanding of life, reality and our place 
in the world. Classes meet for six Wednesdays starting April 25 at 7:30 
p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. The course 
cost of $75 includes the textbook. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25

        Shabbat Alive! Israeli-style Dinner and Service
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Shabbat Alive! is back – and it’s infused with the spirit of Israel! The spring 
installment of Temple Emanu-El’s signature all-musical Shabbat celebra-
tion will feature new and familiar Israeli arrangements and will reflect 
some of the most inspiring musical innovations in Israel’s burgeoning lib-
eral worship communities. The Shabbat Alive! service begins at 7:15 p.m. 
at Temple Emanu-El (151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota) and is free and open 
to all, with no reservation required. This very special Shabbat worship 
experience will be preceded at 5:30 p.m. by a delicious Israeli-style Shab-
bat dinner featuring all of your favorite dishes. The dinner is generously 
co-sponsored by Israel @ 70 and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee. For dinner reservations and pricing, please call 941.379.1997.

FRIDAY, APRIL 27

Day of Learning
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Celebrating Israel’s 70th anniversary, local rabbis will lead a morning 
of workshops on various aspects of lifestyle and culture in Israel today. 
Keynote speaker Dr. Stephen Derfler, archaeologist, historian, teacher and 
writer, has been digging up the history of ancient civilizations for over 40 
years. From his extensive work in Israel, Dr. Derfler brings new insight 
into current political and social events there. The event, which takes place 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on The Federation Campus (580 McIntosh 
Rd., Sarasota), is sponsored by the Synagogue Council of Sarasota-
Manatee and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. Donation: 
$8 at the door. Please register in advance as space is limited. Contact Judith 
Zangwill at 941.488.8128 (home), 941.544.5806 (cell) or jzangwill3912@
comcast.net.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29

Temple Sinai Torah Project
Join Temple Sinai for V’Zot Ha Torah, a mitzvah for generations. Temple 
Sinai has undertaken a major project to repair and restore its three Torahs. 
A sofer, a Hebrew scribe, will work with students in the religious school, 
the congregation and the community to inscribe and repair Hebrew let-
ters in our Torahs. This will be a significant educational opportunity for 
those who participate. Join us for this special occasion, our Torah Project, 
honoring our story and writing our future at 9:30 a.m. at Temple Sinai, 
4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter from Proctor Road only, 
between Beneva and Swift). For more information, email Daryl Worobow 
at drwor@aol.com.

NCJW Non-Traditional Student Scholarship Brunch
Please join National Council of Jewish Women for our annual non-
traditional student scholarship award ceremony at 10:00 a.m. at Marina 
Jack, 2 Marina Plaza, Sarasota. These scholarships are given to students 
who have chosen to begin or return to school after an extended period to 
improve their lives and the lives of their families. Hear their stories; it’s 
an unbelievable heartwarming event. Victoria L. Rich, PhD, RN, FAAN, 
Senior Associate Vice President, USF Health Dean, College of Nursing, 
will be the speaker. The cost is $20. For more information or to RSVP, 
email Julie Kupersmith at jkupersmith@indy.rr.com.

Fairytale Ball at Temple Emanu-El
Princesses are invited to bring their dads, stepdads, grandpas, uncles or 
special friends for this enchanting evening filled with dancing, dinner, 
special activities and lots of fun. This biannual dance has become one of 
Temple Emanu-El’s signature events, and we cannot wait to welcome you. 
The event begins at 5:30 p.m. at 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Cost: $18 
per couple, with $5 per “extra” princess. For more information, contact 
Stacey Bloom at staceyjill77@gmail.com or Hilary Yunis at hilaryyunis@
gmail.com.

Mah Jongg/Games Day
Join the Greater Venice Chapter of Hadassah for a mah jongg/games day 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Indies Hall at the Bay Indies Resort 
Community Center in Venice (1st clubhouse off Bay Indies Blvd.). The 
actual address is 950 Freeport Avenue. Enjoy coffee, bagels and a home-
made lunch. Bring your own game or we can get you into a game. The 
cost is $22. Send your check to Hadassah, 4220 Tennyson Way, Venice, FL 
34293. For more information, call Ruth at 941.492.6025.

MONDAY, APRIL 30

L’Dor V’Dor
FROM OUR “MISHPUCHA” TO YOURS
Selling Real Estate to Every Generation

SERVING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY SINCE 1980
Make Your Next “Smart Move”

contact The Collier Group today

Selling Waterfront n Golf Course 
& Other Residential Communities

1605 Main Street | Sarasota, FL 34236 | 941.951.6660

Janis Collier REALTOR®

941.313.1212
JanisCollier@michaelsaunders.com

Mary Collier REALTOR®

941.400.7015
MaryCollier@michaelsaunders.com

Ron Collier REALTOR®

941.321.9045
RonCollier@michaelsaunders.com

ollier GroupTHE

“70 Years of Israel in Song”
In honor of the 70th anniversary of the State of Israel, join us for an 
audio-visual program with audience participation, presented by Cantor 
Aaron Marcus. This program is sponsored by the Temple Beth Sholom 
Sisterhood and Men’s Club. Light refreshments will be served before the 
program. Free and open to the entire community, this event begins at 7:00 
p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, Madeline L. Sainer Social Hall, 1050 S. 
Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota. For more information, please contact the temple 
office at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl.org.

Send your Jewish Happenings  
to jewishnews@jfedsrq.org
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A young, partly Jewish German soldier  
serves as a member of elite SS unit
Book review and interview by Philip K. Jason, Special to The Jewish News

The Soul of a Thief, by Steven Hartov. 
Hanover Square Press. 304 pages. 

Hardcover $24.99.

“

A cynical exercise in futility:  
The Bermuda Conference at 75 years
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Exactly 75 years ago this month, 
on April 19, 1943, two events 
began which were to have an 

important impact on the fate of the Jews 
still left in Europe. In one of history’s 
coincidences, the Jews of the Warsaw 
Ghetto rose in rebellion against the 

Nazis, and, on the 
same day, Ameri-
can and British rep-
resentatives met in 
Bermuda ostensibly 
to discuss ways of 
rescuing Jews from 
Nazi Europe.

Both events, as 
we now know, were failures: the first 
a military one, the second diplomatic. 
The Jews of Warsaw did not liberate 
themselves (indeed, it was never likely 
that this was their intention), nor did 
the Uprising inspire Warsaw’s Poles 
to come to their aid. In Bermuda, the 
American State Department and the 
British Foreign Office did not accom-
plish any effective means to rescue 
Europe’s Jews, their avowed aim in 
getting together.

The Conference, held in Hamil-
ton, Bermuda, from April 19 to April 
30, 1943, was a joint Anglo-American 
wartime meeting convened allegedly 
to discuss the plight of European Jew-
ry. By the latter half of 1942, news of 
the Nazis’ plan to exterminate the Eu-
ropean Jews had been made public, 
and while the American press tended 
to downplay these reports, the Brit-
ish press paid more attention to them. 
Before long, leaders of the Anglican 
Church and some British political lead-
ers began lobbying the government of 

Prime Minister Winston Churchill to 
do something to alleviate the mounting 
humanitarian catastrophe. On March 
23, 1943, William Temple, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, gave an impas-
sioned speech to the House of Lords 
imploring the British government to 
address the as-yet unnamed Holocaust 
– a catastrophe which Churchill himself 
had, on August 21, 1941, referred to as 
“a crime without a name.” The Arch-
bishop’s remarks received wide press 
coverage and prompted the Foreign 
Office to propose an Anglo-American 
conference to address the issue.

From the start, however, the For-
eign Office warned others in the British 
government, as well as the U.S. State 
Department, that if a comprehensive 
plan to rescue European Jews did come 
to fruition, it might force the Germans 
and their satellite collaborators to 
abandon their policy of extermination 
in favor of mass deportation – a move 
which could well create an unwelcome 
flood of millions of Jews into Allied-
controlled areas. The impact would be 
a disaster for the war effort, in that it 
would quickly overwhelm Allied logis-
tics, destabilize governments, and pos-
sibly further imperil Jewish refugees.

The Americans took several weeks 
to respond to the British proposal, and 
the Bermuda Conference did not be-
gin until April 19. The United States 
delegation was led by Dr. Harold W. 
Dodds, President of Princeton Univer-
sity, and the British by Richard Law, 
a junior minister at the Foreign Office.

Perhaps with an eye to the last in-
ternational gathering on Jewish refu-
gees, at Evian, France, in July 1938, 

both governments worked to lower 
expectations of the meeting, and tried 
to keep its deliberations secret. In-
deed, Bermuda was chosen as the 
venue largely because of its isolation 
and the lack of a large media presence. 
Moreover, the conference was limited 
strictly to government officials, and no 
reporters were permitted to attend the 
sessions. A number of Jewish organiza-
tions asked to participate in the meet-
ing, but were denied access, and Jews, 
by name, were not even mentioned 
before or during the meeting. The pre-
ferred term was “political refugees.”

A major topic for discussion at the 
meeting related to the question of refu-
gees who had been liberated by Allied 
forces and those still suffering under 
the Nazis. No solutions were forthcom-
ing. In line with the general consensus 
that the war against Hitler must be won 
as the number one priority above all 
others, refugee-rescue (with a hidden 
agenda that applied to Jews even more) 
was somewhat lower in the order of  
affairs.

Beyond that, when it came to sub-
stantive issues, the Americans did not 
offer to raise their immigration quotas, 
while the British made it clear that the 
prohibition on Jewish refugees seeking 
refuge in the British Mandate of Pal-
estine would continue. The delegates 
at the conference rejected any recom-
mendations that could not be accom-
plished under wartime conditions, and 
did not even discuss sending food or 
other supplies to Jews interned in con-
centration camps.

British and American Jews, to-
gether with others, saw the Bermuda 

Conference as nothing but a major dis-
appointment. Rabbi Stephen Wise, in 
New York, considered the meeting to 
have been “a cynical exercise in futil-
ity,” in which the Allies could be seen 
to be doing something worthwhile but 
in which the Jews themselves got noth-
ing. These days, the term would be 
“virtue signaling.”

And while the delegates talked, 
no one even thought to mention or ac-
knowledge the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 
which had commenced the same day as 
the conference, continued throughout 
it, and of which the delegates were ful-
ly apprised in daily updates.

The major focus of commemora-
tive events this month will, no doubt, 
rest on the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. 
This is as it should be. But it is also 
worth keeping in mind that the valiant 
Jews fighting at that time and in that 
place were betrayed by the very Allies 
who claimed that they were united in a 
common cause.

Eight months later, on December 
10, 1943, the report of the confer-
ence was published. Its only positive 
decision was to revive the refugee 
committee established at that earlier 
conference at Evian, in 1938. For most 
of the Jews murdered under the Nazis, 
it came too late. The Bermuda Confer-
ence accomplished nothing, and did 
not save a single Jew from the Holo-
caust. A cynical exercise, indeed.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of His-
tory and the Director of the Center for 
Judaic, Holocaust, and Genocide Stud-
ies at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
He can be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.
edu.

Dr. Paul Bartrop

Sunday, April 15, 2018
@ 1:00 PM

Aviva
(1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota)

•  Sharing Family Stories about the Formation
   of Israel (by local residents with Israeli roots)
•  Hebrew and Yiddish songs by Sharon and
   David Ohrenstein
•  Israel Heritage Handout 
•  Sponsored by The Jewish Federation
   of Sarasota-Manatee 

RSVP by April 12 to Kim Sheintal
(JGS of SW FL President) at klapshein@aol.com

or 941-921-1433 to make sure enough
handouts are printed 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida
                        presents

ISRAEL HERITAGE
CELEBRATION
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A young, partly Jewish German soldier 
serves as a member of elite SS unit
Book review and interview by Philip K. Jason, Special to The Jewish News

Phil Jason

Mischling” is a German term 
employed in the period of 
Nazi rule for those with 

mixed ancestry; that is, less than fully 
Aryan parentage. Most often it con-
notes individuals of mixed Aryan and 

Jewish blood. The 
narrator of this 
admirable histori-
cal novel, Shtefan 
Brandt, is one 
such person. 

S o m e h o w , 
Shtefan – like 
app rox ima te ly 
150,000 people 
of similar ethnic/

racial status – came to serve in Germa-
ny’s military during WWII. In this case, 
because the SS leader found something 
attractive about him, Shtefan became 
an adjutant to Colonel Erich Himmel 
and thus attached to the Waff en SS 
command. 

It is not clear if Himmel knew that 
his young functionary was of tainted 
blood. What is clear is that Shtefan’s 
status made him especially vulnerable. 
His true identity, if known, could lead 
to all kinds of deprivations. It could 
even lead to his death (as if the risk 
of death in battle was not enough). If 
Himmel was aware of the mischling, 
he would take opportunities to exploit 
Shtefan’s marginality. For reasons be-
yond the ladder of command, Shtefan 
could not question any command, let 
alone say “no.”

Shtefan, as memoirist-narrator, 
draws a complex portrait of Him-
mel. The man is skillful, charismatic 
and gregarious. However, he also ex-
hibits cruelty, extreme egocentricity 
and unquenchable lust. For the most 
part, he eff ectively rallies those in his 
command. Yet he is frequently unpre-
dictable. He certainly takes every op-
portunity to abuse women, and he does 
so monstrously and without remorse.

In a way, Himmel is Shtefan’s 
benefactor. He insists that his fi ghting 
men are real men. No virgins will do. 
And when Shtefan reveals his sexual 
innocence, this leader makes the ap-
propriate arrangements. The young 
man is terrifi ed, though fi nally success-
ful, oddly appreciative and indebted. 

Shtefan adores the colonel and de-
spises him at the same time. 

Nazi-occupied Europe during 
1943 and 1944 is the novel’s overall 
setting. Many scenes are set on the 
Russian front, and many others in oc-
cupied France. Hartov’s portraits of the 
places and the battle actions are mag-
nifi cent. Through the lens of Shtefan’s 
processing of Himmel’s decisions and 
leadership strength, readers witness ap-
palling combat scenes. Sensory detail 
is abundant: uniforms in repair and dis-
repair, weapons of all kinds, and the ef-
fects of those weapons on combatants, 
buildings and vegetation. 

And then there is Gabrielle Bel-
mont. This gorgeous young woman 
lives in the town of Le Pontet, now 
occupied by Nazi forces. Himmel has 
discovered her and sends Shtefan to 

the money and runs.
Though I enjoyed this book im-

mensely for its hard-puls-
ing action, sharply drawn 
combat scenes, and distinc-
tive characters, I kept wait-
ing for the consequences 
of raising the mischling is-
sue. Somehow, it’s just not 
there. Nor is the relevance 
of Gabrielle eventually be-
ing identifi ed as a Jewess. A 
closing reference to the Jew-
ish Brigade seems forced.

Nonetheless, I heartily 
recommend this book to lov-

ers of historical fi ction and combat 
literature. Also, just for good measure, 
there is a surprising amount of wit and 
humor mixed in with the horrors of the 
Nazi war machine. 

* * *
Steven Hartov is the coauthor of the 
New York Times bestseller In the 
Company of Heroes, as well as The 
Night Stalkers and Afghanistan on the 
Bounce. For six years he served as 
Editor-in-Chief of Special Operations 
Report. He has appeared on CNN, MS-
NBC, CNBC, FOX and, most recently, 
the History Channel’s Secret Armies. 
A former Merchant Marine sailor, Is-
rael Defense Forces paratrooper and 
special operator, he is currently a Task 
Force Commander in the New York 
Guard. He lives in New Jersey.
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeritus 
of English from the United States Na-
val Academy. He reviews regularly for
Florida Weekly, Jewish Book World,
Southern Literary Review, and other 
publications. Please visit Phil’s web-
site at www.philjason.wordpress.com.

The Soul of a Thief, by Steven Hartov. 
Hanover Square Press. 304 pages. 

Hardcover $24.99.

bring her to the colonel’s bed. She re-
sists these second-hand advances, 
which impresses Shtefan 
immensely. In fact, the 
young adjutant has fallen 
in love with her. Eventu-
ally, Himmel fi nds a way 
of forcing her to his will. 
Shtefan is crushed, but 
he eventually learns that 
she had no choice. 

The stretch of the 
novel that involves the 
interplay of these three 
characters – Shtefan, 
Gabrielle and Himmel – includes many 
of the book’s most memorable scenes. 
Many other fi ne scenes take readers 
through stages of the Allied invasion. 
Hartov boldly paints the dashed hopes 
of Nazi leadership and the ensuing 
chaos leading up to Hitler’s death. 

And then, once Himmel comes to 
see that he will be on the losing side of 
the war, there is his plan to steal Allied 
money and “retire” – probably to an-
other continent! Shtefan, privy to the 
plan and no longer in thrall of Himmel, 
intends to play along but then takes 
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www.movetosrq.com
movetosrq@gmail.com
941-681-8062

Ask me about getting a $500 credit 
at closing for listing with me.

	
	
	
	
	

Dr. Julian Achim 
Clinical Psychologist 
Florida License: PY9572 
Tel: 941-451-1122 

Psychological Testing 
• Intellectual	&	Achievement		

testing	for	Gifted	or	LD	Education	
• ADHD,	Depression,	Bipolar,	OCD		
• Personality	Testing	(MMPI,	MCMI)	
• Neuropsychological	Testing	
Psychotherapy 
• Individual,	Couples,	Family	
• Child	and	Adolescent	
• Alcohol,	Drugs,	and	Addictions	

Dr.	Julian.	Achim@gmail.com	
www.VeniceClinic.com	

871	Venetia	Bay	Blvd,	Ste	370,	Venice,	FL	

PSYCHOLOGIST 
 

Steven Hartov 
(photo by Robert L. Cunningham)

For clear, healthy skin, visit Dr. Joshua Newman, nationally 
recognized as a “Top Doctor” by Castle Connolly Medical, 

Ltd. and voted “Best Dermatologist” by readers of the 
Sarasota Herald Tribune. 

 
Receive expert diagnosis and treatment for:

Skin Cancer • Skin Growths • Skin Disease
Mohs Micrographic Surgery

Schedule your annual appointment today!
CenterForSight.net  •  941.488.2020

Dermatology by Newman

Joshua M. Newman, M.D.
Medical/Surgical Dermatologist

Named “Top Doctor” by  
Castle Connolly Medical, Ltd.

Conference as nothing but a major dis-
appointment. Rabbi Stephen Wise, in 
New York, considered the meeting to 
have been “a cynical exercise in futil-
ity,” in which the Allies could be seen 
to be doing something worthwhile but 
in which the Jews themselves got noth-
ing. These days, the term would be 
“virtue signaling.”

And while the delegates talked, 
no one even thought to mention or ac-
knowledge the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 
which had commenced the same day as 
the conference, continued throughout 
it, and of which the delegates were ful-
ly apprised in daily updates.

The major focus of commemora-
tive events this month will, no doubt, 
rest on the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. 
This is as it should be. But it is also 
worth keeping in mind that the valiant 
Jews fi ghting at that time and in that 
place were betrayed by the very Allies 
who claimed that they were united in a 
common cause.

Eight months later, on December 
10, 1943, the report of the confer-
ence was published. Its only positive 
decision was to revive the refugee 
committee established at that earlier 
conference at Evian, in 1938. For most 
of the Jews murdered under the Nazis, 
it came too late. The Bermuda Confer-
ence accomplished nothing, and did 
not save a single Jew from the Holo-
caust. A cynical exercise, indeed.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of His-
tory and the Director of the Center for 
Judaic, Holocaust, and Genocide Stud-
ies at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
He can be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.
edu.

pinterest.com/jfedsrq

STAY CONNECTED

P�cini-Rubbed
Col�ado 

Rack of Lamb
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BDS: the Israeli music scene and the cultural boycott
By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

Hard to believe, isn’t it, that 
the Israeli pop music culture 
scene has been aff ected by the 

BDS (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions) 
movement? Yes, it has been aff ected, 
and in quite a big way.

You may not recognize the names 
of some of these 
performers un-
less you are a pop 
music fan, one 
who follows the 
activities of these 
stars in the world 
of music. Travel-
ing worldwide in
performance, they 
appear in every 

country to throngs of adoring fans – 
every country that is, except Israel. 
There is a move on, you see, to prevent 
these musicians from performing in 
Israel.

When musicians sign contracts to 
appear in Israel, they are pressured to 
cancel. In fact, last year, several mu-
sicians withdrew from Berlin’s Pop-
Kultur Festival over its partnership 
with the Israeli embassy. Worldwide, 
hundreds of musicians have refused to 
appear in Israel.

In case you need a refresher on 
BDS, it is a non-violent Palestinian-led 
campaign that encourages the with-
drawal of all investment in Israeli and 
international companies. The campaign 
claims that Israel violates Palestinian 
rights, and according to international 
law, is running an apartheid state. The 
group promotes Israel’s withdrawal 
from the occupied territories, removal 
of the separation barrier from the West 
Bank, full equality for Arab-Palestin-
ians of Israel, and promotion of the 
right of return of Palestinian refugees. 

Besides a ban on doing business 
with Israel, it also fosters the idea of 

a cultural boycott by preventing artists 
from appearing in Israel. The term used 
is “art-washing,” the use of art and cul-
ture to cover up the oppression of Isra-
el and give a picture of normalcy. The 
proponents of BDS claim Israel uses 
art-washing as a form of propaganda, 
that is, using culture as a weapon.

Who are some of the supporters 
of BDS and who are their opponents? 
There are a core of singers and ce-
lebrities who have resisted the pres-
sure imposed on them. British singer 
Morrissey is a resister as well as Boy 
George, who recently performed in Tel 
Aviv wearing a Star of David decorated 
suit. Others have been outspoken also. 
J.K. Rowling, renowned author of the 
Harry Potter series, musician Jon Bon 
Jovi, the late Joan Rivers, radio shock 
jock Howard Stern, and English-born 
music producer Simon Cowell have 
been positive advocates for Israel by 
encouraging singers to perform. 

Those who openly support the 
Palestinian movement include singer 
Rihanna, former Daily Show host Jon 
Stewart, basketball star Dwight How-
ard, singer Selena Gomez, rapper 
Lupe Fiasco, actresses Penelope Cruz 
and Emma Thompson, late physicist 
Stephen Hawking, actor Danny Glov-
er, and Pink Floyd songwriter Roger 
Waters, who has been one of the most 
vocal proponents of BDS. Then there is 
South African Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who 
has compared the Israeli government 
to South Africa’s former apartheid re-
gime. There are many others…too long 
a list to include here.

What is the answer? There are 
many reasons to oppose BDS. First and 
foremost is that the movement does 
not recognize the State of Israel and 
seeks its destruction. Then, the BDS 
movement applies a double standard in 

criticizing Israel and ignoring abuses 
by other nations. Boycotting Israeli 
products and imposing cultural restric-
tions does nothing to improve the lives 
of Palestinians. Critics of Israeli peace 
policy and peace activists oppose BDS 
campaigns as being counterproduc-
tive. The cultural boycott attempts to 
prevent Israeli artists from performing 
anywhere in the world and to block 
international artists from appearing in 
Israel.

It would do us well to remember 
the words of Sir Elton John, who wrote 
in 2010, “Musicians spread love and 
peace, and bring people together.” And 

those of Sir Paul McCartney in 2008, 
who stated, “I was approached by dif-
ferent groups and political bodies who 
asked me not to come here. I refused. 
I do what I think, and I have many 
friends who support Israel.” 
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups for 
over 25 years and also sings in Venice’s 
Chorale (formerly Exsultate!). Her in-
terest in choral music has led to this 
series of articles on Jewish folk music 
in the Diaspora.

Educators should provide opportunities for students to resolve conflicts, discuss 
problems, work in diverse teams, and think critically. In the end, interactive 
and engaging teaching strategies may ensure that this difficult topic is not 
avoided by students, but rather becomes an issue in which some of them may 
even develop a deeper and long-lasting interest. 
– Yad Vashem, Anti-Semitism guidelines

jfedsrq.org

26% of the global population harbor anti-Semitic feelings and beliefs

35% have never heard of the Holocaust and 26% of those who have, 
believe the “number of Jews killed” has been “greatly exagerated”

74% of those surveyed have never met a Jewish person and 54% said 
they were “unconcerned” about violence directed towards Jews
–ADL Global 100 Anti-Semitism Index

The Robert and Esther Heller Community 
Relations Committee takes a firm stand 
against anti-Semitism in all its forms. We 
will use community resources and influence 
to combat what we believe is a rise in anti-
Semitism and anti-Zionist sentiments, 
which often result in aggressive acts and 
rhetoric against Jews. Through education, 
advocacy, and building relationships with 
the greater community of which we are a 
part, together we can combat hatred, bigotry,  
and harassment of Jews and other minorities.  

STAY INFORMED TO FIGHT
ANTI-SEMITISM DAILY

Did You Know?

is there a doctor  
in the house?
is there a doctor 
in the house?

941.953.9080 
LernerCohen.com 
1921 Waldemere Street, Suite 814 
Sarasota, FL 34239

With LernerCohen,  
there is if you need one.

As a concierge healthcare practice, our doctors  

provide the care you need, when you need it  

– wherever that may be. Whether in our  

conveniently located office, in the hospital  

or even in your home, your LernerCohen  

doctor will see you now.

Call today to schedule a meet and greet  

to see if concierge care is right for you  

and your family.

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
Betty Boop’s Jewish roots

Rabbi Barbara Aiello
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those of Sir Paul McCartney in 2008, 
who stated, “I was approached by dif-
ferent groups and political bodies who 
asked me not to come here. I refused. 
I do what I think, and I have many 
friends who support Israel.” 
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups for 
over 25 years and also sings in Venice’s 
Chorale (formerly Exsultate!). Her in-
terest in choral music has led to this 
series of articles on Jewish folk music 
in the Diaspora.

Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
Betty Boop’s Jewish roots
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Today, when grandparents share 
a video moment with grand-
children, it’s likely that the im-

age on the screen is the highly popular 
SpongeBob SquarePants. The show 
chronicles the adventures of Sponge-
Bob and his friends in a fantasy un-
derwater city, and is the highest-rated 
series ever to air on Nickelodeon. But 
almost 90 years ago another animated 
character captured the hearts of the 

American public, 
and today she 
enjoys a revival 
among cartoon 
enthusiasts. Who 
is she? The in-
domitable Betty 
Boop. 

Betty’s lega-
cy dates to 1930 
and her origins 

are steeped in diversity. Her voice 
derived from African-American jazz 
singer Esther Jones, who performed 
as “Baby Esther” at Harlem’s Cotton 
Club. Betty’s coquettish face is said to 
be patterned after actress Clara Bow’s 
iconic pout, while Betty’s spirit was 
reminiscent of the aunt of Betty’ s cre-
ator, Max Fleischer. Max recalled that 
his aunt, Tantele Betta Boopinsky, in 
Fleischer family lore was remembered 
as “a feisty, go your own way kinda 
girl.” 

Grandson Mark Fleischer notes 
that Zayde Max was born into a Jewish 
family in Krakow, Poland, the second 
of six children and the son of an immi-
grant tailor who settled in Brownsville, 
that, back in the day, was the poorest 
Jewish neighborhood in Brooklyn. 
Times were hard and when Max’s fa-
ther lost his business, daily life went 

from bad to worse. 
But Max persevered, fi rst doing 

odd jobs, then earning his degree in 
Commercial Art at Cooper Union Col-
lege. Max married his night-school 
sweetheart, Essie Goldstein, and to-
gether they went west to California 
where Max became a cartoon creator 
and master animator. 

And that’s where Betty Boop was 
born. She fi rst appeared in a famous 
cartoon, “Minnie the Moocher,” where 
her character took an important turn. 
Her parents appeared on the scene and 
story after story focused on Betty’s 
independence and how Betty was de-
termined to rise up from the Lower 
East Side tenements and make it on 
her own. The cartoon was revolution-
ary for two reasons: Betty was one of 
the fi rst female characters with enough 
chutzpah to go her own way and, even 
more amazing, Betty Boop was recog-
nizably Jewish! In fact, early cartoons 

featured Betty’s mom and dad speak-
ing to daughter Betty in Yiddish! 

In the very fi rst episode, Betty’s 
dad’s yarmulke bounced on his head as 
he scolded her, prompting Betty to run 
away. Stifl ed by her overbearing im-
migrant parents, Betty was brazen and 
sultry, and eager to take this new world 
by storm even though she struggled 
with the fear of the unknown. 

Ultimately, Hollywood censors 

deleted Betty from movie theatre fare 
(her skirt was too short and she sported 
a lacy garter!), but even though she 
was toned down, her sassy indepen-
dence attracted a cult following that 
sociologists believed inspired many 
Jewish immigrantts – especially those 
who were young and full of adventure. 

Thanks to Max, Betty made so 
many of our meshpucha smile and 
laugh both at life and at ourselves, at 
a time when many immigrants and 
their children found themselves mys-
tifi ed by the new world around them. 
Betty’s message was a timely one that 
still resonates today. A new animat-
ed series, one that grandparents and 
grandchildren can share together, will 
air this year where Betty is revived as a 
modern young woman who dreams of 
becoming a superstar. 

So we say Mazel Tov to Max 
Fleischer and his animated progeny, 
Betty Boop. As the Talmud explains, 
smiles are an even higher form of char-
ity than giving money because the 
smile will enhance the recipient’s well-
being on every level of body and soul. 
In Betty Boop’s history and now reviv-
al we have another opportunity to keep 
a lighthearted spirit alive in our hearts. 
Thank you, Betty Boop, for keeping an 
important Jewish tradition alive. Thank 
you for continuing to make us smile.
For ten years Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life in Sarasota as resident rabbi. Cur-
rently as Aviva’s Rabbi Emerita, she 
shares her experiences on Aging Jew-
ishly. Contact her at Rabbi@Rabbi
Barbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Betty Boop in Minnie the Moocher

The Aviva Experience is about getting more than you expect.  
More comfort. More peace of mind. And more of the good times  

and good people that make every day special.

Make the move that will change your life. 
Aviva. For Convenience and Connection.

941-225-8369 • AvivaSeniorLife.org
1951 N. HONORE AVE | SARASOTA, FL 34235

Assisted Living Facility #8951 | Skilled Nursing Facility #130471046

Sarasota’s only senior rental community offering:
Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care, 

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

We came for 
easy living.
We easily 
discovered friends.

“We convinced our family 
that moving to Aviva was 
about letting go of the big 
house and having access to 
healthcare. Truth is, we’ve 
never had more fun! We 
love the maintenance-free 
life, dining, activities and 
wonderful friendships.” 

Rhonda and Mark Zemil  

are delighted to announce  

the opening of  

their new location!

1484 Main Street, Historic Downtown Sarasota
941-312-5566

FINE JEWELRY • REPAIRS • CUSTOM DESIGN  

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN

WWW.ZEMILJEWELERS.NET

• APPRAISALS •

FIND
JEWISH
The COMMUNITY DIRECTORY  

on The Federation website  
gives you information at your fingertips.  

Any time of the day or night,  
you can Search and Click on our database of  

Jewish congregations, service providers and retail merchants.  
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

JFEDSRQ.org/Community-Directory
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Isra-el – A struggle with God
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

This month, the State of Israel 
marks 70 years of indepen-
dence. We, the Jewish people, 

celebrate with pride the outstanding 
achievements of the Jewish state. De-

spite all odds, 
Israel’s economy 
blossoms and Is-
rael is a leading 
world force in 
technology, com-
puter science and 
medicine. And, 
surrounded by a 
hostile environ-
ment, Israel de-

veloped one of the strongest military 
establishments in the world. We are 
proud that, despite the hostilities in her 
violent neighborhood, Israel stands as 
a beacon of democracy, civility and 
hope in the region. 

Often, we ask ourselves, how do 
we explain that, throughout history, 
empires mightier and stronger than 
Israel rose and fell, while Israel, the 
smallest nation of all was re-estab-
lished and continues to strive? The 
answer lies in the way the people of Is-
rael perceive themselves from ancient 
times to today. The biblical literature 
is an attestation to the struggle for sur-
vival, and the text’s etymology of the 
name Isra-el echoes its success. 

Before we look at the biblical 
source, it should be mentioned that the 
name Isra-el, a nation that lived with 
others along the shores of the Mediter-
ranean, appears in a stele written by 
Egyptian King Merneptah in early 13th

century B.C.E. Accordingly, Mernep-
tah boasted of his victory in the region, 
an event not mentioned in the Bible, 
saying: “Isra-el lies desolate; its seed 
no more.” Little did this Pharaoh know 
that Isra-el survived while his name 
became relegated to the annals of his-
tory.

As for the Hebrew origin of the 

name, Isra-el is mentioned 2,510 times 
in the Bible. At times, it is mentioned 
in reference to Jacob’s change of name 
and, at times, it refers to the collective 
name of his children, namely B’nai 
Isra-el. At times, Isra-el refers to the 
12 tribes and, at times, Isra-el refers to 
Am Isra-el, the people at large, the de-
scendants of the Israelites who lived in 
the land promised to their forefathers. 
At times, Isra-el refers to the Northern 
Kingdom and, a few times, it refers to 
the name of the entire land, namely 
Eretz Isra-el.

The name Isra-el is a combina-
tion of two parts: the fi rst is based on 
the root s.r.ah, meaning “struggle” or 
“contend,” and the second part refers 
to El, meaning “God.” Therefore, lit-
erally, Isra-el means “struggle with 
God.” 

The biblical etymology of the 
name Isra-el connects the story of the 
patriarch Jacob’s return to the land 
after a long hiatus. According to the 
story, in his trepidation of facing his 
brother Esau, Jacob “was left alone and 
a man wrestled with him.” Despite be-
ing hurt, Jacob prevailed. The “man,” 
the Torah implies, was a divine mes-
senger who changed Jacob’s name to 
Isra-el after the struggle. In the lore of 
the people, the new name became the 
symbol of the patriarch’s descendants’ 
strength and blessing (Gen 32:29-31). 

It is not surprising that, in 1948, 
the founders of the modern nation 
chose the name Isra-el for the re-estab-
lished Jewish state on its ancient soil. 
The name reaffi  rms the feelings that 
the State of Israel will be blessed with 
strength and zeal like her patriarchs of 
old. 

Chag Same-ach to all. 
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus College 
in Chicago, and an adjunct professor 
of Hebrew and Bible at New College 
in Sarasota.

9:00am Service 
10:45am Service  

Featuring Rabbi and Mary Gendler  
12:00pm Lunch and Discussion

Please join us as we honor Rabbi Everett  
and Mary Gendler and their contribution  

to Civil Rights and the Jewish people

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Saturday, April 14

“When King struck the depths  
of a moral geyser, living waters  
gushed universally.” – Rabbi GendleR

Following lunch we have invited those who also 
marched with Dr. King to share their experiences.

Heschel/ KingThe dreamcontinues3rd
annual

Presented by the Heller CRC and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee  
and hosted by Temple Beth Sholom

For more information please contact Jessi Sheslow at  jsheslow@jfedsrq.org 
To RSVP, visit www.jfedsrq.org/events or call Brieana at 941.552.6305

FREE EVENTEvent Chair, Susan Shimelman

What   
 We Do.

The Jewish Federation offers programming for all ages! 
From PJ Library through teen leadership missions to women’s events, 
Club Fed, and Fifty Shades of J, to senior services — your Federation 
provides support throughout Sarasota and Manatee.

jfedsrq.org

A POWERFUL 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

For Questions Contact
Jessi Sheslow

941.343.2109  • jsheslow@jfedsrq.org
jfedsrq.org

Many Inspiring 
Speakers to Choose 

from Including
HILDE MANDEL
PAUL MOLNAR
RIFKA GLATZ

GINETTE HERSH
HENRY TENENBAUM

Holocaust, Genocide  
and Tolerance Education

The HOLOCAUST SPEAKERS BUREAU offers 
teachers a unique opportunity to expand 

their students’ classroom experience. We have 
a large number of Holocaust survivors who re-
side in this community. They are very motivat-
ed to visit school children and give their eyewit-
ness accounts of the Holocaust. Also available  
are speakers who were hidden children,  
those saved through the “Kindertransport,” 
resistance fighters, refugees, as well as World 
War II camp liberators.

All speakers are authentic to their respective 
experiences and feel a strong commitment to 
bring an awareness of the consequences that 
result when evil is allowed to flourish. They feel 
privileged and grateful to live in this wonderful 
country where their voices are being heard.

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

For Booking Contact 
Anne Stein, Speakers Bureau Coordinator 

941.923.6470  •  luvhula@gmail.com



25April 2018

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
THEY HELP MAKE THE JEWISH NEWS POSSIBLE

JEWISH INTEREST

 
  

April 14, 2018 
 

Heschel/King Shabbat Service  
& Luncheon honoring  

Rabbi Everett and Mary Gendler 
 

Service, 9:00 am 
Kiddish Luncheon, 12:00 pm 

Co-Sponsored by The Jewish  
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 

Fridays, 6:30 pm 
Saturdays, 9:00 am 

Shabbat Shaboom (for our children) 
Saturday, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm 

Mondays, CLOSED 
Tuesday - Thursday, 9:00 am -5:00 pm 

Friday, 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 
TBS office closed Friday, April 6 

OFFICE HOURS 

IDELSON LIBRARY 

Open  
Tuesday, 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm               

Wednesday & Thursday, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Friday, by appointment only 

 

For special appointments, please contact 
Hannah Puckhaber at 941-552-2785 or                

tbsjudaicashop@gmail.com 
 

Let us help with your Judaic needs! 

JUDAICA SHOP 

 
The Idelson Library and the Alcove are open any-
time TBS is open. The Library may be unavailable 

if a meeting being held, although the Alcove, 
which contains all the DVDs and the most recent 

and/or popular books, is  
always open.    

April 

 
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM 

1050 South Tuttle Avenue                 
Sarasota, FL 34237   

(941) 955-8121 
www.templebethsholomfl.org 

MINYAN 
 

Morning Minyan 
Sunday - Friday, 8:00 am - 9:00 am 

 
Men’s Club Minyan Breakfast 

Wednesday, after Minyan, 9:00 am 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 

A Cup of Joe and  
The Five Books of Mo 

Tuesdays - April 3, 10, 17  
9:15 am - 10:15 am 

 
Yiddish Reading Circle 
Tuesday, call for dates  

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
 
Chug Ivri (Advanced Hebrew Circle) 

Thursdays, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm 

 

Day 1: Saturday, March 31, 9:00am-12:00pm 
 
Day 2: Sunday, April 1, 9:00am-12:00pm 
 
Days 3 - 6: During Minyan all week, 8:00 am 
 
Day 7: Friday, April 6, 9:00am-12:00pm   
(TBS office is closed) 
 
Day 8:  Saturday, April 7, 9:00am-12:00pm, 

MAH JONGG 
Every Tuesday, 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

in the Multi-Purpose Room 
Snacks provided! 

TBS Members $2, Non-Members $3 

SHABBAT SERVICES 

Youth Corner 
Chalutzim 

Mini Golf at Evie’s 
April 15, 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm 

 
Kadima 

Mini Golf at Evie’s 
April 15, 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm 

 
April 29, Adventure Island (regional) 

 
For more information, call Kelly Nester   

at (941) 955-8121 

Coming in May… 
 

TBS Sisterhood & Men’s Club  
invite you to celebrate  
Lag B’Omer with us! 

 
Wednesday, May 2, 2018 

BBQ, 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm 

Celebrate Israel@70 with an Israeli Style  
Shabbat Dinner at Temple Beth Sholom! 

 
Friday, April 20, 2018 
Shabbat Services, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm / Shabbat Dinner, 7:00 pm 
Our Israeli Shabbat Dinner is brought to you through the Israel @70 programs  
supported by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee - Call for details! RSVP by 4/13! 

PASSOVER SERVICES 

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identifi ed as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are 
also identifi ed as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column at le� ) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The fi rst search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also, 
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 
great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your 
Family’s History?

An Oscar First, 
and it’s a Jewish Woman
A reliable source just told me that I 
failed to include a notable Jewish Os-
car nominee in my recent coverage: 
RACHEL MORRISON, 39, the fi rst 
woman in Oscar history to be nomi-
nated for the (best) cinematographer 
Oscar. Morrison was nominated for 
shooting Mudbound. She is almost a 
cinch for another Oscar nomination 
next year: she was the cinematogra-
pher for this year’s mega-mega hit 
Black Panther. Born and raised in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, the daugh-
ter of a doctor, Morrison didn’t have 
an easy childhood. Her mother was 
diagnosed with breast cancer when 
Rachel was four and died when she 
was 14. Morrison told Time that she 
turned to photography and home mov-
ies to capture her childhood’s fl eeting 
happy moments and freeze them in 
time. 

Morrison said that it took her 
shooting 11 indie fi lms until she was 
given a chance to shoot a “studio” 
movie. Men, she said, usually got a 
studio “gig” after two or three good 
indie fi lms. But there’s progress, she 
says. Women she’s mentored now get a 
studio gig after two or three indie fi lms, 

like the men. Her breakthrough fi lm 
was Fruitvale Station (2013), a hit in-
die fi lm directed by African-American 
Ryan Coogler. Coogler had another hit 
with Creed and had the “juice” to make 
Black Panther and to hire Morrison to 
shoot a big-budget comic-based spec-
tacular. Morrison is the fi rst woman to 
be the cinematographer on this type 
of fi lm. There’s a very good interview 
with Morrison on the Time maga-
zine website. It includes a brief video 
with pics of her family. Google: Time 
Rachel Morrison Firsts.
TV Series Catch-Up
The Netfl ix series Love, a quirky ro-
mantic comedy with drama, started 
streaming its entire 3rd and fi nal sea-
son on Friday, March 9. The series was 
co-created by JUDD APATOW, 50, 
LESLEY ARFIN, 38, and Paul Rust, 
36 (who is married to Arfi n). It’s worth 
your time. Rust plays Gus, a decent, 
smart and kind guy who aspires to be 
a scriptwriter. Gus is in an off -and-on 
relationship with Mickey, an attrac-
tive radio program manager with a 
whole lot of problems. Rust, who looks 
stereotypically Jewish, but is not, told 
the story of how he met Arfi n at a pub-
licity roundtable last year. They were 
both at the same party, and Arfi n asked 

SARAH SILVERMAN whether or 
not he was a member of the tribe. Sil-
verman told her, “If he’s not, his face 
should sue God.”

On Tuesday, March 13, NBC pre-
miered Rise, a musical drama based 
on the non-fi ction book Drama High
(2013) by MICHAEL SOKOLOVE, 
61. He grew up in Levittown, Penn-
sylvania, a blue-collar community 
which has been in an economic slump 
for decades. But it has had at least one 
great thing going for it: Lou Volpe, a 
recently retired teacher who ran, for 
45 years, a nationally-acclaimed the-
ater program at Levittown’s only high 
school. JOSH RADNOR, 43, stars in 
Rise, playing a character who is based 
on Volpe. Radnor, the former star of 
How I Met Your Mother, is a practicing 
Jew and a practicing musician. Late 
last year, he released a CD in collabo-
ration with Australian Jewish musician 
BEN LEE, 39. 

Also starting on the 13th was the 
ABC series For the People. It focus-
es on new lawyers working for the 
prosecution and the defense as they 
litigate criminal cases before the fed-
eral court in New York City. BEN 
RAPPAPORT, 32, plays a newly 
minted assistant U.S. attorney. BEN 
SHENKMAN, 49, plays the head of 

the federal prosecution unit. Rappa-
port, a handsome fellow who grew up 
in a religious home in Houston, has 
appeared in a few recurring TV roles 
(including The Good Wife). Shenk-
man was a regular on the TBS comedy 
Royal Pains (Dr. Sacani) and Emmy-
nominated for his performance in the 
HBO production of Angels in Ameri-
ca. (Joke: Where do they send Jewish 
federal government prisoners during 
Passover? Answer: Un-Leavenworth). 

The HBO series Barry stars Bill 
Hader as a low-rent hitman who moves 
to Los Angeles and fi nds a new out-
look on life by getting involved in the 
L.A. community theater scene. Co-
stars include HENRY WINKLER,
72, Canadian actress SARAH GOLD-
BERG, 32, and GLENN FLESHLER, 
49 (started Sunday, March 25).

On Wednesday, March 28, ZACH 
BRAFF, 42, the former star of Scrubs, 
returned to series TV with his new 
ABC series, Alex, Inc. He plays Alex 
Schuman, a radio journalist, husband 
and father of two, who decides to quit 
his job and start his own company.

Isra-el – A struggle with God

Read The Jewish 
News online at 

www.jfedsrq.org.
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By Nikol Isakovska, Mimi and Joseph J. Edlin Journalism Intern

In 1946, Polina Gelman received 
the “Hero of the Soviet Union” 
award – the highest possible mili-

tary honor granted in the USSR – for 
her heroic service in World War II. 
Raised by communist revolutionaries, 

there is no denying 
that Polina Gelman 
was a Soviet patriot. 
And yet, she had a 
deeper reason for 
getting personally 
involved in the war: 
Polina Gelman was 
also a Jew. 

Gelman was born in 1919 in Ber-
dichev, Ukraine. With its majority 
Jewish population, it was a dangerous 
place to live, often subject to pogroms 
and anti-Semitic outbreaks. The region 
was greatly infl uenced by the ongoing 
Russian Civil War, and as Gelman’s 
parents were both revolutionaries, the 
confl ict was particularly close to home. 
A year after her birth, Gelman’s fa-
ther was killed by counterrevolution-
aries. Her mother moved the family 
to Gomel, Ukraine, in 1920, narrowly 
escaping a devastating pogrom that 
occurred in Berdichev. There, she 
opened a print shop and raised her chil-
dren in the newly-established Soviet 
Union. 

Young Polina grew up with an in-
satiable fascination for aviation. She 
applied to fl ight school, and although 
at fi rst accepted, she was soon turned 
down due to her diminutive height. 
Eventually she enrolled, and was ac-
cepted, into Moscow State University. 

The year 1941 found her hard at 
work on her history degree, probably 
very aware of the devastatingly steady 
German march toward Moscow. Fi-
nally, when the Germans were only 30 
kilometers away from the city, Gelman 
put down her studies and decided to 
take action. 

And her reasons for entering the 
fi ght were all too personal. 

Unlike some of her contempo-
raries, such as Soviet fi ghter pilot 
Lídiya Litviak, Gelman didn’t take 
any eff orts to hide her Jewishness. A 
strong example of this is the fact that 
she never changed or tried to “Russify” 
her last name. When she wrote to her 
mother in 1941, Gelman’s motivation 
for enlisting was all too clear. “Mum-
my, my dear one, I have decided to go 
to the front. I am a daughter of the Jew-
ish people and I have a particular ac-
count [to settle] with Hitler.”

A Soviet woman in 1941 could 
serve on the frontlines, and that was 
exactly where Gelman was headed. 
Although her initial applications to the 
Soviet Air Force were turned down be-
cause of her height, Gelman was any-
thing if not persistent. Her youthful 
interest in fl ight inspired her to apply 
to the all-woman 588th Night Bomber 
Regiment which, after some delibera-
tion, accepted her. Gelman was quickly 
put through the demanding navigator 
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Across
1. Distrusting sort
6. Luxury Swiss watch
10. Charoset ingredient
14. Chant in the Ramones’ “Blitzkrieg 
      Bop”
15. The fi rst “A” of A.A. Milne
16. Aseret ___ Teshuvah (repentance 
      time)
17. Elizabeth or Ashley
18. Jr. preceder
19. What many do at a Seder
20. Prepare for Passover
23. Portman’s “V for Vendetta” co-star
24. Marlins’ locale, briefl y
25. CBS show produced by Jerry 
      Bruckheimer
28. Prepare for Passover
34. Sinai or Habayit preceder
35. Lahren of Fox News
36. Ring advantage
37. Above
39. Amazon voice-activated assistants
42. Lie adjacent
43. Buy more Time?
45. “It’s the end of the world ___...”
47. Parseghian of Notre Dame
48. Prepare for Passover
52. “Danny and the Dinosaur” author 
      Hoff 
53. Trigonometry abbr.
54. 610, to Caesar
55. Alternative to 20, 28 and 48-Across
61. When many a Seder ends
64. What many do during the course 
      of a Seder
65. Pianist’s practice piece
66. Abba of Israel
67. Parsha Kedoshim follower
68. Those who have more than four 
      cups at a Seder, maybe
69. Charoset ingredient
70. Make like a bubbie to a grandchild
71. Bamboozles

Down
1. Partner of van.
2. What annoying fans may do
3. Wall St. fi xture
4. “___ Huckabees”
5. Get in touch
6. Reckless
7. Burn balm
8. Actress Zuniga of “Spaceballs”
9. Where one might hear elevator 
    music off  an elevator
10. Noah of “The Librarian”
11. The Beatles’ “___ Mine”
12. PBS funder
13. Karem or Gedi
21. Western resort lake
22. She said “Don’t be humble... 
      you’re not that great.”
25. Many an overseas contact, for Jews
26. Impervious to bugs
27. 1987 Beatty-Hoff man bomb
28. Relatives of fl ats
29. Weak, as a brew
30. Pressed
31. SHO subsidiary
32. Drum kit part
33. Yam, in Hebrew
38. Invigorate, with “up”
40. ___ Kosh B’Gosh
41. Alfred Nobel, for one
44. 1993 standoff  site
46. Forgoes
49. Cheered (for)
50. Word preceding dog or Pie
51. Like some birds
55. Stein and Stiller
56. A gait
57. What “poh” means
58. Ahi, e.g.
59. Another name for Esau
60. Take away
61. Football’s Dawson
62. Disney simian
63. Ink

place to live, often subject to pogroms 
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Polina Gelman
By Nikol Isakovska, Mimi and Joseph J. Edlin Journalism Intern

Nikol Isakovska

In 1946, Polina Gelman received 
the “Hero of the Soviet Union” 
award – the highest possible mili-

tary honor granted in the USSR – for 
her heroic service in World War II. 
Raised by communist revolutionaries, 

there is no denying 
that Polina Gelman 
was a Soviet patriot. 
And yet, she had a 
deeper reason for 
getting personally 
involved in the war: 
Polina Gelman was 
also a Jew. 

Gelman was born in 1919 in Ber-
dichev, Ukraine. With its majority 
Jewish population, it was a dangerous 
place to live, often subject to pogroms 
and anti-Semitic outbreaks. The region 
was greatly infl uenced by the ongoing 
Russian Civil War, and as Gelman’s 
parents were both revolutionaries, the 
confl ict was particularly close to home. 
A year after her birth, Gelman’s fa-
ther was killed by counterrevolution-
aries. Her mother moved the family 
to Gomel, Ukraine, in 1920, narrowly 
escaping a devastating pogrom that 
occurred in Berdichev. There, she 
opened a print shop and raised her chil-
dren in the newly-established Soviet 
Union. 

Young Polina grew up with an in-
satiable fascination for aviation. She 
applied to fl ight school, and although 
at fi rst accepted, she was soon turned 
down due to her diminutive height. 
Eventually she enrolled, and was ac-
cepted, into Moscow State University. 

The year 1941 found her hard at 
work on her history degree, probably 
very aware of the devastatingly steady 
German march toward Moscow. Fi-
nally, when the Germans were only 30 
kilometers away from the city, Gelman 
put down her studies and decided to 
take action. 

And her reasons for entering the 
fi ght were all too personal. 

Unlike some of her contempo-
raries, such as Soviet fi ghter pilot 
Lídiya Litviak, Gelman didn’t take 
any eff orts to hide her Jewishness. A 
strong example of this is the fact that 
she never changed or tried to “Russify” 
her last name. When she wrote to her 
mother in 1941, Gelman’s motivation 
for enlisting was all too clear. “Mum-
my, my dear one, I have decided to go 
to the front. I am a daughter of the Jew-
ish people and I have a particular ac-
count [to settle] with Hitler.”

A Soviet woman in 1941 could 
serve on the frontlines, and that was 
exactly where Gelman was headed. 
Although her initial applications to the 
Soviet Air Force were turned down be-
cause of her height, Gelman was any-
thing if not persistent. Her youthful 
interest in fl ight inspired her to apply 
to the all-woman 588th Night Bomber 
Regiment which, after some delibera-
tion, accepted her. Gelman was quickly 
put through the demanding navigator 

training program, completing a course 
that was meant to take three years in 
three months. 

Soon it was 1942, and Gelman 
was ready to meet the Polikarpov PO-
2, aff ectionately known in the Soviet 
Air Force as “Kukuruznik,” or “crop 
duster” used in agriculture. This small, 
fl imsy biplane was made of wood and 
canvas that could blaze up at the touch 
of a bullet. The plane could only carry 
six bombs, so parachutes were deemed 
too heavy and were not included on 
board. The Kukuruznik’s engine was 
so loud that the women of the 588th

Night Bomber Regiment had to resort 
to daring tactics during their bomb-
ing runs. Nearing their target, they 
would idle their engine, putting the 
plane into a noiseless glide at danger-
ously low altitudes until they reached 
the bomb drop-off  point. The Germans 
eventually took to calling them the 
“Nachthexen” or the “Night Witches.”

 As a navigator, Gelman guided her 
pilots – Evdokiya Nosal and, later, Rai-
sa Aronova – to their targets through-
out the nights. The Night Witches blew 
up bridges, railroads, supply vehicles; 
they provided the Soviet troops with 
supplies; and engaged enemy planes 
in dogfi ghts. Because the planes could 
only carry so many bombs, the Night 
Witches often made eight or more 
fl ights each night. 

Gelman set a record of 18 forays 
in one night. 

Many Night Witches were deco-
rated for their service, and Gelman was 
no exception.

After fl ying 857 combat missions, 
dropping 113 tons of bombs on the 
enemy, and receiving numerous med-
als, Polina Gelman was proclaimed a 
“Hero of the Soviet Union” in 1946. 

She continued her military ser-
vice until 1957, graduating from the 
Institute of Foreign Languages and 
fi nishing her degree at Moscow State 
University simultaneously. After her 
retirement from the military, Gelman 
taught at the Institute of Social Scienc-
es in Moscow until 1990. In the early 
1990s, she visited Israel as an honored 
guest of the Israeli government. Polina 
Gelman passed away on November 25, 
2005. 

Want to learn more about Polina 
Gelman? Unfortunately, there is not a 
lot of information available in English. 
One good book to check out is A Dance 
with Death: Soviet Airwomen in World 
War II by Anne Noggle. Not only does 
this book include a testimony by Po-
lina Gelman herself, it also contains 
the fascinating stories of her fellow 
Night Witches, some of whom were 
also Jewish. 
Nikol Isakovska is a recipient of the 
Joseph  J. Edlin Journalism Intern 
Scholarship, a program funded by the 
late Miriam Edlin in memory of her 
husband. Nikol is a junior at the Flori-
da Virtual School.
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Down
1. Partner of van.
2. What annoying fans may do
3. Wall St. fi xture
4. “___ Huckabees”
5. Get in touch
6. Reckless
7. Burn balm
8. Actress Zuniga of “Spaceballs”
9. Where one might hear elevator 
    music off  an elevator
10. Noah of “The Librarian”
11. The Beatles’ “___ Mine”
12. PBS funder
13. Karem or Gedi
21. Western resort lake
22. She said “Don’t be humble... 
      you’re not that great.”
25. Many an overseas contact, for Jews
26. Impervious to bugs
27. 1987 Beatty-Hoff man bomb
28. Relatives of fl ats
29. Weak, as a brew
30. Pressed
31. SHO subsidiary
32. Drum kit part
33. Yam, in Hebrew
38. Invigorate, with “up”
40. ___ Kosh B’Gosh
41. Alfred Nobel, for one
44. 1993 standoff  site
46. Forgoes
49. Cheered (for)
50. Word preceding dog or Pie
51. Like some birds
55. Stein and Stiller
56. A gait
57. What “poh” means
58. Ahi, e.g.
59. Another name for Esau
60. Take away
61. Football’s Dawson
62. Disney simian
63. Ink
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Israel steps in to help teachers after Parkland shooting

By Abigail Klein Leichman, ISRAEL21c, www.israel21c.org, March 7, 2018

Israeli trauma experts arrive in Florida to offer coping strategies a day before
the children go back to lessons at Stoneman Douglas High School.

Ten days after the shooting 
at Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida, 

experts from the Israel Trauma Coali-
tion arrived at the community to guide 
teachers, clinicians, law enforcers, fi rst 
responders, social workers, parents and 
clergy through a “day after” strategy 
for helping people face the future with 
resilience.

Seventeen people were killed in the 
shooting – 14 students and three staff  
members – making it one of the world’s 
deadliest school massacres. The com-
munity, which had never dealt with a 
shooting on this scale, was in shock.

“It was devastating,” says Nancy 
Teitelbaum, senior director of market-
ing and communications at Goodman 
Jewish Family Services of Broward 
County. “Everyone in our small com-
munity in Parkland is aff ected.”

Teitelbaum has a son in 11th grade 
at Stoneman Douglas, and he was at 
the school on the day of the shooting. 
Her older son graduated from the same 
school just a year ago.

“Most counselors, teachers and 
clinicians have never dealt with a 
mass shooting,” she tells ISRAEL21c. 
“They have no frame of reference.”

That’s exactly what the Israeli 

team came to provide. ITC members 
Yotam Dagan from Natal Israel Center 
for Trauma and Resilience, and Alan 
Cohen from the Community Stress 
Prevention Center, led sessions for 
about 600 community leaders in the 
Parkland area.
Returning to normalcy
“We got there the fi rst day teachers went 
back to school and the day before stu-
dents went back to school, so we were 
very relevant in teaching them how to 
handle that period with some kind of 
normalcy,” Dagan, a seasoned clinical 
psychologist, tells ISRAEL21c.

“The psychological shockwaves of 
the event have been tremendous. Al-
most everyone had a connection with 
someone on the scene. We met as many 
community members as we could, en-
abled them to talk about their trauma 
and then shared Israeli best practices 
for the day after.”

“What was really apparent was 
that the experts from Israel really knew 
what they were talking about,” says 
Teitelbaum. “They have deep experi-
ence and long-term insight from what 
they’ve seen at home and from crises 
they’ve helped deal with all over the 
world.”

Dagan felt that most of the profes-

sionals and lay people are now better 
equipped to understand what they went 
through and to intervene using practi-
cal tools developed in Israel. But there 
is more to be done.

“The situation in the Parkland area 
didn’t end when we left,” says Dagan. 
“There is still work to do and we will 
go again soon. As we did in the Phil-
ippines four years ago, in Florida we 
hope to select a smaller group to be 
trainers, leaving our model in place 
when we go back home.”

ITC professionals off er their exper-
tise following crises across the globe. 
Currently, ITC is actively assisting 
communities in Houston in the wake of 
Hurricane Harvey last August; in Mexi-
co after a deadly September earthquake; 
in Las Vegas following a mass shooting 
in October; and now in Florida.

“So many disasters are happening 
in the world and we always try to see 
if we can help,” says ITC Director Ta-
lia Levanon, a clinical social worker 
who has fl own to several countries – in 
addition to overseeing ITC’s work in 
Israel – to train leaders in community-
based healing and resilience.
Helping the helpers
The ITC was created in 2002, a year 
of unrelenting terror attacks in Israel, 

to harness the collective knowledge, 
expertise and experience of Israel’s 
governmental and non-governmental 
trauma management organizations.

Originally focused on direct care, 
the umbrella organization expanded 
to professional training for commu-
nity resilience and national emergency 
preparedness in Israel and elsewhere. 
Thus far, ITC has sent 17 delegations 
abroad – usually two or three profes-
sionals from ITC partner organizations 
who speak the local language.

“Outside of Israel, 95 percent of 
the time we do not provide direct care,” 
Levanon explains. “It’s the local pro-
fessionals who know the community 
and the culture. Our purpose is to train 
them in wellbeing, resilience and cop-
ing skills, and to provide tools to take 
care of themselves and others.

“Wherever we go, we always focus 
on the strengths of the people and how 
they cope as individuals or as part of 
the community. When someone from 
the outside comes to help they bring a 
fresh perspective and can see your pain 
and your strengths.”

ITC’s sessions in Florida were 
coordinated by the Israeli Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs with the Consulate 

continued on next page 
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Israel steps in to help teachers after Parkland shootingGeneral of Israel in Miami, Behav-
ioral Health Associates of Broward-
Counseling Centers of Goodman JFS 
and the Jewish Federation of Broward 
County.

Ongoing ITC trainings in Hous-
ton, with three more scheduled for this 
year, are funded by the UJA-Federa-
tion of New York. ITC’s work in Las 
Vegas, funded by Jewish Nevada, is 
getting started with a “mapping mis-
sion” to identify local partners, needs 
and resources. In Mexico, local Jew-
ish Federations are supporting ITC 
training through the Joint Distribution 
Committee (JDC).

Michael Balaban, president and 
chief executive offi  cer of the Jewish 
Federation of Broward County, said, 
“We know that the need for these kinds 
of resources is, unfortunately, going 
to be long lasting, and we know that 
we have a partnership with the ITC 
that allows us to lean on them for that 
expertise over the long haul.”
Abigail Klein Leichman is a writer and 
associate editor at ISRAEL21c. Prior 
to moving to Israel in 2007, she was 
a specialty writer and copy editor at a 
daily newspaper in New Jersey and has 
freelanced for a variety of newspapers 
and periodicals since 1984.
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From special occasions to daily dining, 
Morton’s Market has got you covered. Stop 
in for fresh seasonal produce, prime cuts of 
meat and seafood, and hot-from-the-oven 
baked goods. Choose from our tempting 

array of chef-prepared deli and gourmet to-
go items, as well as fine wines, exotic cheeses 
and cut flowers. Think of us for your catered 
events, holiday menus and gift baskets too.

EGYPT GAS DEAL A CAUSE 
FOR CELEBRATION
Celebration is in order after the opera-
tors of the Tamar and Leviathan natu-
ral-gas fi elds off  Israel’s coast signed a 
$15 billion deal with an Egyptian con-
sortium in Israel’s biggest gas export 
deal to date. The claim that no Arab 
neighbor would be willing to enter into 
an agreement with Israel was wrong. 
As soon as a proper pipeline is set up, 
the Israeli gas will be transferred to 
Egypt, where it will be liquefi ed and 
exported to Europe.

Geopolitically, the deal fortifi es 
commercial ties with Egypt and pro-
vides an example of how it is possible 
to do business with the Jewish state. Is-
rael signed a deal with the Jordan Elec-
tric Power Company in 2016. Now two 
Arab countries that share borders with 
Israel shared an appreciation of Israel’s 
contribution to their own well-being. 
Additional export deals are reportedly 
in the offi  ng with Greece, Turkey, Bul-
garia and Cyprus.

The Egyptian sale will provide 
funding to develop the Leviathan fi eld, 
which still has not begun producing. 
The deal also provides Israel with ad-
ditional tax revenues.

Skeptics have claimed that export-
ing gas will mean that less is left for 
Israel. However, less than half is slated 
for export, and Israel has enough gas 
to provide its needs for about 50 years, 
even if no new reserves are discovered. 
(Jerusalem Post)

HOW EGYPT WILL GAIN 
FROM THE GAS DEAL 
WITH ISRAEL
Egypt is the only country in the eastern 
Mediterranean that has the infrastruc-
ture for liquefying natural gas, with 
two of the world’s largest liquefaction 
plants: SEGAS and Egyptian LNG, 
which were established 15 years ago at 
a cost of $3.2 billion but are now lying 
idle. 

The Egyptian company Dolphi-
nus Holdings is to purchase $15 bil-
lion of Israeli gas over 10 years, to be 
delivered to the liquefaction stations 
in Damietta and Edco. The Egyptian 
company will then export the liquefi ed 
Israeli gas to Europe.

What will happen with the Israeli 
gas will also happen with Cypriot, 
Greek and Lebanese gas. Consequent-
ly, Egypt will be the main center for the 
export of gas to Europe. In addition to 
the expected profi t from the deal, the 
gas will allow Egypt to establish new 
projects in the fi eld of petrochemicals. 
It is now incumbent on Egypt to deal 
with this agreement as a direct Egyp-
tian interest that constitutes a purely 
non-political trade agreement. (Abdel-
latif El-Menawy, Arab News - Saudi 
Arabia)

CAPE TOWN MAY DRY UP
BECAUSE OF AN 
AVERSION TO ISRAEL
Water taps in Cape Town, South Af-
rica, are expected to go dry on July 9, 
due to drought, inept management, and 
a devotion to anti-Israel ideology.

Israel has trained water techni-
cians in more than 100 countries, and 
in 2016, Israel’s Foreign Ministry of-
fered to bring in desalination experts 
to help, but South African offi  cials ig-
nored or rebuff ed the no-strings Israeli 
proposal.

If the South Africans are snubbing 
the Israelis out of solidarity with the 
Palestinians, they might want to con-
sider that the Palestinian Authority has 
worked with Israel on a range of water 
projects since 1995.

Israel provides the PA with more 
than half the water for domestic con-
sumption by Palestinians in the West 
Bank. And it pipes more than 2.5 billion 
gallons of water into Hamas-controlled 
Gaza each year. (Seth M. Siegel, Wall 
Street Journal)
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life and identity in our community, provide 

for Jewish people in need, and promote support for 

Israel. 
Art has been a fundamental part of Jewish life 

since our beginnings thou-

sands of years ago. Bezalel 

was the first Jewish artist on 

record. Throughout our his-

tory, art has been used as a 

form of remembrance, dedi-

cation and inspiration. From 

colorful mosaics at the bath 

house in Masada, to intri-

cately carved synagogues in 

Morocco, to children’s draw-

ings found at Theresienstadt 

during the Holocaust, to proud images of Jews pray-

ing at the Western Wall, art has helped define us and 

our history. Much of this Jewish art has focused on the theme 

of love, friendship and shalom. It is the dream of our 

people to live in a world that is safe, welcoming 

and peaceful. In pursuit of that dream, The Jewish Federation 

of Sarasota-Manatee has invested in three commu

nity-based programs in 2017 – the Violins of Hope, 

which played to over 10,000 people of all ages 

throughout Sarasota-Manatee; Marc Chagall, Flow-

ers and the French 
Riviera: The Color 

of Dreams exhibit 
in partnership with 

Marie Selby Botan-
ical Gardens, which 

runs through the end 
of July and is setting 

attendance records; 
and the Anne Frank: 

A History for Today 
exhibit, scheduled 

at the Selby Public 
Library in April and 

May for six weeks.Bringing Judaism to life is a goal of our Jewish 

Federation and we are so fortunate to have gener-

Inspirational Anne Frank exhibit 

comes to Sarasota: A powerful 

voice speaks for and to millions

By Sandy Chase
The Anne Frank: A History for Today exhibit brings 

to life the story of a child during WWII. As we exam-

ine the historical events surrounding her life, it is a 

lesson for all on how to become an up-stander – not 

bystander – and support one another.

– Bernadette D. Bennett, Ed.D., Sarasota County 

Schools, Program Specialist Social Studies, K-12

F rom April 17 through May 27, our commu-

nity, especially our children, will experience 

the Anne Frank exhibit at the Selby Public Li-

brary. More than six million people – the same num-

ber who perished at the hands of the Nazis – have 

seen this traveling display worldwide. 

Dedicated to Holocaust education, The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is sponsoring this 

memorable exhibit in collaboration with Sarasota 

County Libraries and Historical Resources, Sarasota 

County Schools, and Embracing Our Differences, 

which will provide teen docents through its Coexis-

tence Club at Booker High School.

On loan from the Anne Frank Center for Mutual 

Respect (the U.S. national organization in the world-

wide network of Anne Frank organizations, http://

annefrank.com/), this exhibit, located in the library 

rotunda, comprises thirty panels of pictures against 

the backdrop of diary excerpts – the crux of this 

“The Lovers” 1937, courtesy of 

the Israel Museum, Jerusalem 

©2016 Artists Rights Society (ARS), 

New York/ADAGP, Paris
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Ezer Mizion launches #SharedLife at AIPAC conference
Organization recognized for largest global Jewish bone marrow registry; 
unveils recipient story alongside new campaign.

NEW YORK, NY,  March 8, 2018 
– Ezer Mizion, the largest non-
profi t organization providing 

health support services in Israel and 
the largest Jewish bone marrow regis-
try… saving lives globally, launched 
its new campaign, #SharedLife, at the 
American Israel Public Aff airs Com-
mittee (AIPAC) Annual Policy Con-
ference. The campaign showcases the 
strong connection between a donor and 
a recipient. Additionally, Ezer Mizion 
received recognition for building and 
maintaining the largest Jewish bone 
marrow registry.

In 1998, Dr. Bracha and Moti 
Zisser founded the Ezer Mizion’s bone 
marrow registry. What originally began 
as a small project has today expanded 
to be the largest Jewish-specifi c regis-
try around the world. Through its ex-
clusive partnership, formed in 2005, 

with the Israel Defense Forces, Ezer 
Mizion is able to obtain a fresh pool 
of pre-screened candidates from each 
recruitment cycle. To date, its data-
base has 885,264 registrants (including 
470,038 IDF recruits), has successfully 
matched nearly 12,000 patients, and 
has facilitated nearly 3,000 transplants. 

Dr. Bracha Zisser, Director of the 
Registry, debuted the new campaign 
and unveiled a donor/recipient duo to 
demonstrate its impact. Steve Arnow’s 
journey began when he was diagnosed 
with Myelodysplastic Syndrome. 
Through Ezer Mizion, he connected 
with IDF soldier/donor Gev Blau for 
a transplant. The two were introduced 
for an emotional fi rst-meeting on the 
AIPAC stage.

To honor Ezer Mizion, AIPAC 
shared an emotional video showcasing 
the organization’s impact. Honorable 

guests were on-site to share in the cel-
ebrations. Israeli supermodel Bar Refa-
eli, a registry member since 2009, has 
generously lent her support through 
social media to bring awareness to 
#SharedLife.
About Ezer Mizion
Established in 1979 by Chananya 
Chollak, Ezer Mizion is one of the 
largest nonprofi t organizations in Israel 

providing medical support services. 
The organization’s goal is to positively 
impact the lives of the sick, disabled, 
elderly and underprivileged. It benefi ts 
670,000+ people annually, has 25,000+ 
volunteers, and an annual budget of 
$100M. One of its key initiatives is the 
largest Jewish bone marrow registry. 
To learn more, visit www.ezermizion.
org.

ISRAELI FOOD TECH 
IS BOOMING
Israeli start-up companies are fi nding 
new ideas to change the way we think 
about, produce and eat food.

  Inno-Bev has created a plant-based 
drink that keeps El Al pilots awake 
during long fl ights.

  SuperMeat is developing lab-made 
chicken meat.

  Hargol runs a commercial farm 
producing grasshoppers as a source 
of protein.
Other companies are developing 

new solutions to check for food safety. 
Inspecto is working on a portable de-
vice that detects contaminants in food, 
like residues of fertilizer.

Yarok has invented a microbio-
logical test which allows to check for 
bacteria in food in 45 minutes; the tests 
in use now take up to 72 hours and the 

results are often inaccurate. (Simone 
Somekh, Tablet)

ISRAEL NOTES ADVANCES 
IN ANTI-TUNNEL 
TECHNOLOGY
Advances in anti-tunnel technology 
have provided the Israeli military with 
new means of heading off  attacks from 
Palestinian militants based in Gaza, an 
Israeli military offi  cial who heads the 
underground-warfare section of the 
IDF’s technological unit said recently. 
He noted that the new technology had 
resulted in the elimination of at least 
three tunnels since October. “We know 
what we’re doing now... We have a 
good plan,” he said.

The offi  cial suggested that the 
technology was based on techniques 
used by the oil and gas industries, 
which sometimes employ seismic or 
sound waves to prospect for minerals 
or fossil fuels. Detection technology 
needed to distinguish between con-
crete or open space associated with 
tunnels, and naturally occurring clay or 
sand. Looking for tunnels is basically a 
task of fi nding “the right anomaly,” he 
said.

He also described advances in 
technologies used to destroy tunnels 
once they have been detected. The IDF 
is now able to detonate tunnels in cer-
tain instances with minimal damage to 
surface structures. (Missy Ryan, Wash-
ington Post)

ISRAEL CALLED 
STRATEGIC PARTNER 
OF AZERBAIJAN
Israel is a strategic partner of Azer-
baijan and both cooperate in mili-
tary-technical matters, in the latest 
technologies, and in healthcare, Ali 
Hasanov, the Azerbaijani President’s 
Assistant for Public and Political Af-
fairs, told the Israel-Azerbaijan Inter-
national Association.

“Israeli specialists have been work-
ing in Azerbaijan for several years in 
various fi elds of our economy, and in 
particular, in agriculture...where they 
introduce the latest technologies and 
equipment. Our countries are also unit-
ed by our people. There is a big com-
munity of Azerbaijanis in Israel, who 
have already integrated into Israeli so-
ciety and represent our republic with 
dignity,” Hasanov said. He also noted 
that in recent years, Azerbaijan is en-
gaged in building a “bridge” between 
Israel and the Muslim world. (Trend - 
Azerbaijan)

PRINCE WILLIAM’S VISIT 
TO ISRAEL WILL END 
A 70-YEAR ROYAL SNUB
For 70 long years, Israelis have 
watched Britain’s royals jet over their 
heads on visits to autocratic Middle 
Eastern countries without stopping in 
the Jewish state. Generations of Israeli 
presidents have extended invitations to 
Jerusalem. Each time they have been 
quietly rebuff ed on the advice of the 
Foreign Offi  ce, which worried about 
upsetting the UK’s Arab allies. But 
that decades-long snub will come to an 
end this summer when Prince William 
touches down at Tel Aviv’s Ben-Gurion
Airport.

The shift refl ects Britain’s deepen-
continued on next page Read the current and previous editions of The Jewish News online at www.jfedsrq.org.
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ing security and trade relationship with 
Israel as well as a broader realignment 
in the Middle East. Whereas Israel was 
once an awkward former colony with 
little to off er Britain except political 
heartburn, today it is a dynamic high-
tech economy and a regional intelli-
gence superpower. British and Israeli 
security services cooperate closely on 
counter-terrorism. While a royal visit 
might once have been met with fury 
in Arab capitals, today many of those 
Arab states are quietly aligning with 
Israel against their shared enemy Iran. 
(Raf Sanchez, Telegraph - UK)

ISRAELI TECHNOLOGY IS 
HELPING TO GROW CROPS 
IN INDIA
From increasing tomato yields in Tamil 
Nadu to helping farmers grow crops 
in the deserts of Rajasthan, the Indo-
Israel Agriculture Project over the last 
decade has been a fruitful one.

Israel recently inaugurated its 23rd

agricultural center of excellence in In-
dia at Mizoram. Twenty-two more cen-
ters have been set up in 16 states since 
2006 and have helped transfer Israeli 
agricultural technologies and knowl-
edge to Indian farmers.

“Generally, 15-17 tons of toma-
toes are harvested per acre. After im-
plementing mulching, combined with 
drip irrigation, we have harvested up to 
54 tons per acre,” said Indian offi  cial 
Srinivasan K.

In Maharashtra, experiments to 
combine Israeli mango varieties with 
local ones has helped reduce the height 
of the trees from 40 feet to 15 feet, 
making spraying and harvesting very 
easy. Swapna Merlin (The Print - India)

ISRAEL DISTRIBUTES 
FOOD AID TO REFUGEES 
IN SOUTH SUDAN
An Israeli Foreign Ministry delegation 
headed by Ambassador to South Sudan 
Hanan Goder recently distributed 20 
tons of food to refugees aff ected by the 
civil war there.

Goder also announced that Israel 
will receive 60 students from South 
Sudan for agricultural training in the 
coming year, up from 20 students this 
year. (Itamar Eichner, Ynet News)

WORK BEGINS ON NEW 
JERUSALEM LIGHT RAIL 
EXTENSION TO SERVE 
JEWS AND ARABS
Work has begun on the infrastructure 
for the Jerusalem light rail’s second 
line, the “Green Line,” which will run 
from Hebrew University on Mount 
Scopus in the north to Gilo in the south. 
Like its predecessor, the line will serve 
both the Jewish and Arab populations. 
At the same time, the “Red Line,” 
which opened in 2011, will be extend-
ed to Neve Yaakov in the north and 
Hadassah Ein Karem Medical Center 
in the south.

The Jerusalem light rail has be-
come a symbol of coexistence, and 
200,000 Jews and Arabs ride it each 
day. In 2014-2016, the railway became 
a target for fi rebombs and stone throw-

Jerusalem Post 
Crossword Puzzle
Solution to puzzle on page 26

ers, but the Israeli authorities insisted 
on continuing to run the train through 
the Arab neighborhoods of Shuafat and 
Beit Hanina. (Nadav Shragai, Jerusa-
lem Center for Public Aff airs)

PRO-PALESTINIAN 
CAMPAIGNER ADMITS 
THEIR ACTIVIST INITIATED 
2010 VIOLENCE ABOARD 
MAVI MARMARA
In newly revealed posts from a secret 
British Facebook group, Greta Ber-
lin, the spokesperson of the group in-
volved in the fl otilla that attempted to 
enter Gaza in May 2010, states that the 
Israeli troops did not open fi re until af-
ter Ken O’Keefe, a former U.S. marine 
aboard the Mavi Marmara, seized a 
gun from one of them.

O’Keefe “was responsible for 
some of the deaths on board the Mavi 
Marmara. Had he not disarmed an Is-
raeli...soldier, they would not have 
started to fi re,” she wrote on the Pales-
tine Live group in 2014.

She added that O’Keefe was “not 
a hero and his actions put others on the 
Mavi Marmara at risk.”

She also refers to “Ken’s crazy 
ideas to attack” soldiers, branding him 
“a menace,” and writing of his “rather 
crazy ideas of wanting to have a ‘sui-
cide boat.’” (Robert Philpot, Times of 
Israel)

Get to know Israel 
and her people! Visit
SarasotaLovesIsrael.com
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Rabbi Jonathan R Katz

Yom HaZikaron – A day for remembering 
our “Freedom Fighters”

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Michael S. Churgel, RJE
Temple Sinai

Seventy years ago, on the fi fth day 
of the month of Iyar in the year 
5708, corresponding to May 14, 

1948, David Ben-Gurion, declared Is-
rael to be an independent state. Since 
that powerful moment, Jews all over 
the world, and especially those living 
in Medinat Yisrael (the State of Israel), 
rejoice over the dream come true held 
onto by so many Zionists throughout 
the generations, most notably Theodor 
Herzl. I am sure that those of us who 
have ever had the pleasure of experi-
encing Yom Ha’Atzmaut in Israel can 
retell stories of the fi reworks all over 

the countryside, the parades, the par-
ties, and the pure craziness of all the 
people fl ooding the streets, spraying 
each other with shaving cream and 
silly string, waving fl ags and banners – 
and most notably, celebrating the pure 
marvel of this day. And this year, Is-
rael’s 70th, will be nothing short of re-
markable.

Even more remarkable, perhaps, is 
what occurs on the previous day. The 
fourth day of Iyar is a solemn day of 
memorial in Israel: Yom HaZikaron, 
the Day of Remembrance. Israelis, 
joined by Jews worldwide, hold civil, 
military and religious ceremonies to 
honor the memory of those who died 
in the War of Independence (1948), 
the Suez Campaign (1956), the Six-
Day War (1967), the Yom Kippur War 
(1973), as well as all others who gave 
their lives to preserve Israel.

Unlike Memorial Day in America 
where we tend to pay more attention 
to parties, picnics, BBQs and parades 
than to the remembering of fallen he-
roes, Israelis recognize the solemnity 
of this day and mark it accordingly. 

Memorial candles can be seen all over 
the place, from synagogues to schools, 
from shopping malls to military bases. 
Flags are fl own at half-mast. Soldiers 
and former soldiers (which is most of 
the population since most non-Arab Is-
raeli citizens have served or will serve 
in the Israel Defense Forces) serve as 
honor guards at the various memorial 
sites throughout the country, including 
military cemeteries. Schools and gov-
ernment buildings are closed, as are 
places of entertainment such as the-
aters and amusement parks. Most strik-
ing is the two-minute period of silence 
observed throughout the country on the 
morning of Yom HaZikaron: Imagine 
the entire population of a country quiet 
and still for this period of time… ra-
dio and television silence (dead-air), 
all traffi  c at a stand-still with engines 
turned off , not a word being spoken 
by anyone – the only noise is natural 
or uncontrollable. It is one of the most 
powerful experiences in which one can 
take part.

This year, as we remember those 
who have sacrifi ced their lives for the 

dream that is continually being real-
ized as the State of Israel, I feel it is ap-
propriate that we also recognize those 
who have recently fallen as part of 
campaigns to bring peace throughout 
the Middle East. None of us can argue 
that good men and women have died 
while performing their jobs, whether 
in the military or civilian sectors. Let 
us show their families and colleagues 
that we care about them and that we 
will honor them for their service to our 
country. This year, as we remember 
Israel’s fallen, those close to the home 
we keep in our hearts, may we also re-
member the more recently fallen, those 
close to our homes in which we live:

God, whom we know by many 
names and traditions, we pray now for 
all people aff ected by the current war, 
soldiers and civilians alike – hold them 
in Your mercy and safety.

O God, help us to build Your do-
minion, one human world united in 
heart and soul!
Rabbi Michael S. Churgel, RJE serves 
at Temple Sinai. He can be reached at 
rebmc@templesinai-sarasota.org.

Poland tries to rewrite history

Rabbi Howard A. Simon

By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

Anti-Semitism is, unfortunately, 
alive and well in Europe, Asia, 
throughout the Middle East 

and, sadly, the United States. Recent-
ly, Hungary’s Prime Minister, Viktor 
Orbán, has put up posters 
in the capital featuring the 
picture of Jewish billionaire 
George Soros, a Holocaust 
survivor he blames for try-
ing to import migrants into 
Europe. Speeches have 
been made in Hungary pro-
jecting Jewish wealth as 
controlling and harming the 
general population.

Now it’s Poland’s turn 
to step forward in an attack against 
Jews and those who would cast blame 
on Poland for the destruction of Polish 
Jewry before, during and after World 
War II. On January 26, Poland’s gov-
ernment enacted a bill making it an 
off ense to blame either Poland or the 
Polish people for Nazi atrocities that 
took place in Poland during that war. 
Why has this step been taken? Accord-
ing to Polish President Andrzej Duda, 

“It is important to protect the good 
name of Poland and the Polish people.” 
The new law imposes fi nes and impris-
onment for individuals who accuse the 
citizens of Poland of “responsibility” 

or “complicity” in any 
war crimes, including the 
Nazi genocide.

Poland’s Chief Rab-
bi, Michael Schudrich, 
stated, after the promul-
gation of the new law, 
that, “Those who always 
had these anti-Semitic, 
xenophobic feelings now 
are empowered to speak 
out.” Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu accused Poland’s gov-
ernment of trying to deny facts about the 
Holocaust. The facts testify to the reality 
that three million Polish Jews were mur-
dered in the Holocaust. Those murders 
could not have taken place without the 
citizens of Poland identifying and help-
ing the Nazis round up the Jews. It is 
also true that Polish Catholics, includ-
ing priests and nuns, risked their lives 
to save Jews. More than 6,000 Poles 

are recognized by Israel’s Yad Vashem 
Institute for risking their lives on be-
half of Polish Jews. However, the fact 
remains that thousands of Poles were 
indeed complicit in aiding and abetting 
the capture and death of Poland’s Jew-
ish population. 

The Holocaust will forever re-
main as the most despicable time in the 
modern history of the Jewish people. 
The heart and soul of our people were 
ripped from us and, regardless of laws 
that Poland has enacted, no country, 
no leader of any country and no anti-
Semite throughout the world can erase 
or minimize the pain and anguish of 
the Jewish people. Try as they will, the 
words of the deniers of the Holocaust 

are refuted by the facts, and these facts 
live forever within the Jewish people. 
The citizens of Poland know, regard-
less of this new law, that the attempt 
was made to destroy all Jews, wherever 
they lived. No law can erase this fact. 

The reality is that our people per-
severed, came out of the death camps 
of Europe, rebuilt their lives, and stand 
today as evidence that our people will 
not be destroyed – not by Hitler, not by 
haters of Jews, and certainly not by Po-
land’s libel law.
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of The Robert and Esther 
Heller Israel Advocacy Initiative.
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By Rabbi Jonathan R Katz

The off ering “thoughts and 
prayers,” the now all too famil-
iar de rigueur response of poli-

ticians and others to families of those 
killed in mass shootings, became the 
focus of mockery following February’s 
Parkland school tragedy.

“We’ve had enough of thoughts 
and prayers,” declared one student. 

Another im-
plored, “If all our 
government and 
president can do 
is send thoughts 
and prayers, then 
it’s time for vic-
tims to be the 
change we need 
to be.”

They were hardly alone in rejecting 
pat condolence. A meme that quickly 
went viral on the Internet portrayed 
the open back door of an empty truck. 
“Excellent News” was emblazoned on 
top while “The fi rst truckload of your 
thoughts and prayers has just arrived” 
appeared at the bottom.

Prayer can be a powerful means to 
express longing and hope. It can move 
and inspire us. But even Pope Fran-
cis has acknowledged, “Prayer that 
doesn’t lead to concrete action toward 
our brothers is a fruitless and incom-
plete prayer. Prayer and action must 
always be profoundly united.”

In the wake of Parkland, the Pas-
tor of Riverside Church in New York, 
Jim Kast-Keat, decidedly echoed this 
view. “I often think the ‘thoughts and 
prayers’ trope…is utterly useless and 
only serves to alleviate the guilt that 
the ‘thinker’ or ‘prayer’ has for not be-
ing able to (or being willing to) do any-
thing more,” he lamented. “Thoughts 
and prayers won’t change the gun con-
trol laws in this country. Only actions 
and votes will…I tend to prefer prayers 
like Rabbi Heschel embodied when he 
said, ‘I prayed with my feet…[Heschel 
marched with Dr. King at Selma].’ As 
cheesy as it might sound, I want people 
to stop going to church and start being 
the church.” 

While most people associate the 
word “faith” with belief, this is not the 
Jewish perspective. The root meaning 
of the Hebrew for faith, emunah, is 
craftsmanship. Why? Because faith is 
not something we merely give voice to 
in prayer, but refl ects what we are actu-
ally making with our lives. Authentic 
faith is realized through action. It is a 

product, not a postulate.
In fi ghting to secure equality for 

all Americans during the civil rights 
movement, Jews of all stripes – Ortho-
dox, Conservative, Reform, Human-
istic and Secular – evinced powerful 
Jewish faith. This kind of righteous 
craftsmanship is woven into our DNA. 
Jews are not defi ned nor judged by their 
theology but by their agency in the face 
of pressing social responsibility. 

Columbine, Sandy Hook, Orlan-
do, San Bernardino, Las Vegas, Park-
land and many other heart-rending 
scenes across our nation of senseless 
bloodshed at the hands of crazed gun-
men armed with military munitions 
should not test our faith, but disclose it.

When I fi rst learned about what 
had happened in Parkland, “My Coun-
try, ’Tis of Thee” came to mind. At that 
moment I felt compelled to change the 
words.
“My Country, ’Tis of Thee”
My country, ’tis of thee,
Land of senseless tragedy, of thee I 
plea,
Land where our students die,
Land where our guns we fetishize,
From every school we sigh, let bullets 
not be!

My native country, thee,
Land of the shooting spree; thy name 
is stained.
Land where the AR-15 is king,
An easily acquired killing machine,
With each attack we weep, from all 
those slain.

Our beloved liberty, 
It is not in schools that death should 
be,
Though mortal tongues recoil,
All this slaughter, it does not foil,
We continue to reap what we sow.

Our country exceptional, for high-
powered fi rearms we glee,
Defenders of such personal artillery, to 
you I plea,
Let’s make our land be bright,
With conscience’s blaring light,
Protect us from our own might, let 
prevail our sanity.
Rabbi Jonathan R Katz serves as a 
Community Chaplain and Director 
of JFCS’s Jewish Healing Program, 
a partnership between The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and 
JFCS of the Suncoast.

Rabbi Jonathan R Katz
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Shame: 10 ways Israel is treated differently
By David Harris, AJC CEO, January 4, 2018

The recent focus on the Jerusa-
lem issue is a telling reminder 
that Israel is treated according 

to a totally diff erent standard than other 
countries in the international system.

Of course, Israel deserves attention 
and scrutiny as does every other na-
tion. But it also merits equal treatment 
– nothing more, nothing less.

First, Israel is the only state whose 
capital city, Jerusalem, with which the 
Jewish people have been umbilically 
linked for more than 3,000 years, is not 
recognized by almost all other coun-
tries.

Imagine the absurdity of this. For-
eign diplomats live in Tel Aviv while 
conducting virtually all their business 
in Jerusalem, where the prime minis-
ter’s offi  ce, the Knesset (Parliament), 
the Supreme Court and the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs are located.

In fact, look at listings of world 
cities, including places of birth in 
passports, and you’ll see something 
striking – Paris, France; Tokyo, Japan; 
Pretoria, South Africa; Lima, Peru; and 
Jerusalem, sans country – orphaned, if 
you will.

Second, Israel is the only UN 
member state whose very right to exist 
is under constant challenge.

Notwithstanding the fact that Is-
rael embodies an age-old connection 
with the Jewish people, as repeatedly 
cited in the most widely read book in 
the world, the Bible; that it was reborn 
based on the 1947 recommendation of 
the UN; and that it has been a member 
of the world body since 1949, there’s a 
relentless chorus denying Israel’s very 
political legitimacy.

No one would dare question the 
right to exist of many other countries 
whose basis for statehood is infi nitely 
more questionable than Israel’s, such as 
those that were created by brute force, 
occupation or distant mapmakers. Just 
look around at how many nations fi t 
those categories – including, by the 
way, quite a few Arab countries. Why, 
then, is it open hunting season only on 
Israel? Could it possibly have anything 
to do with the fact that it’s the only 
Jewish-majority country in the world?

Third, Israel is the only UN mem-
ber state that’s been targeted for anni-
hilation by another UN member state.

Think about it. The leadership of 
Iran, together with Iran-funded proxies 
in Lebanon and Gaza, has repeatedly 
called for wiping Israel off  the map. Is 
there any other country facing such a 
stated goal of genocidal destruction? 
Meanwhile, a majority of countries 
continues to conduct business as usual 
with Tehran, as if this threat to another 
nation was either welcome or some-
how deemed irrelevant.

Fourth, the UN has two agencies 

Enough is enough: action must be taken 
to prevent gun violence
One of the National Council of Jewish 
Women’s (NCJW) national priorities 
is ending gun violence. Coincidently, 
the CEO of NCJW was in Broward 
County on the day of the attack at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High School 
and was shocked as we all were at 
this act of violence. Below is the press 
statement she released on behalf of all 
NCJW members in Florida. The NCJW 
Section in Sarasota extends our deep-
est sympathy to the families of the vic-
tims.

Washington, D.C., February 
15, 2018 – The National 
Council of Jewish Women 

today expressed its deep sorrow and 
anger at the mass shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Broward County, Florida. NCJW CEO 
Nancy K. Kaufman released the fol-
lowing statement on behalf of all our 
Florida NCJW members:

“I want to express the deep sorrow 
and anger we at National Council of 
Jewish Women feel in the wake of the 
catastrophic shooting at Marjory Stone-
man Douglas High School in Florida. 

Our hearts go out to the wounded and 
to the families of the 17 victims.

“It is morally reprehensible that 
there are legislators at the state and na-
tional level who are at this very minute 
trying to make it easier for more peo-
ple to carry weapons in places where 
they don’t belong. They are actively 
working to loosen existing background 
check requirements that are already 
inadequate. They insist on defending 
the ‘right’ to carry an assault weapon 
developed for military use. These leg-
islators must stand their ground against 
the gun lobby. The carnage and inno-
cent deaths of children will not stop 
until ending gun violence becomes a 
litmus test issue for those running for 
offi  ce, and it is up to all of us to make 
that happen. NCJW will continue to do 
its part.”

Nan Rich, Broward County Com-
missioner and past national president 
of NCJW, added a statement on behalf 
of NCJW’s Florida members:

“Parkland is a wonderful com-
munity and Stoneman Douglas is an 
amazing high school. These tragedies 

can occur anywhere, and nothing is go-
ing to change unless lawmakers have 
the backbone to do something about 
them.

“No one in civilian life should 
have an AR-15 assault style weapon, 
least of all a 19-year-old who has been 
expelled from school. As a school 
board member, my own daughter was 
really devastated, too. Everyone was 
thinking that it could be their own child 

or grandchild.”
The National Council of Jewish 

Women is a grassroots organization 
of volunteers and advocates who turn 
progressive ideals into action. Inspired 
by Jewish values, NCJW strives for so-
cial justice by improving the quality of 
life for women, children and families, 
and by safeguarding individual rights 
and freedoms.
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Jewish art brings love, friendship 

and shalom to Sarasota-Manatee

By Howard Tevlowitz, Federation Executive Director
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T he mission of The Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee is to strengthen Jewish 

life and identity in our community, provide 

for Jewish people in need, and promote support for 

Israel. 
Art has been a fundamental part of Jewish life 

since our beginnings thou-
sands of years ago. Bezalel 

was the first Jewish artist on 
record. Throughout our his-

tory, art has been used as a 
form of remembrance, dedi-

cation and inspiration. From 
colorful mosaics at the bath 

house in Masada, to intri-
cately carved synagogues in 

Morocco, to children’s draw-
ings found at Theresienstadt 

during the Holocaust, to proud images of Jews pray-

ing at the Western Wall, art has helped define us and 

our history. Much of this Jewish art has focused on the theme 

of love, friendship and shalom. It is the dream of our 

people to live in a world that is safe, welcoming  

and peaceful. In pursuit of that dream, The Jewish Federation 

of Sarasota-Manatee has invested in three commu-

nity-based programs in 2017 – the Violins of Hope, 

which played to over 10,000 people of all ages 

throughout Sarasota-Manatee; Marc Chagall, Flow-

ers and the French Riviera: The Color of Dreams exhibit in partnership with Marie Selby Botan-ical Gardens, which runs through the end of July and is setting attendance records; and the Anne Frank: A History for Today exhibit, scheduled at the Selby Public Library in April and May for six weeks.Bringing Judaism to life is a goal of our Jewish 

Federation and we are so fortunate to have gener-

Inspirational Anne Frank exhibit 

comes to Sarasota: A powerful 

voice speaks for and to millions

By Sandy ChaseThe Anne Frank: A History for Today exhibit brings 

to life the story of a child during WWII. As we exam-

ine the historical events surrounding her life, it is a 

lesson for all on how to become an up-stander – not 

bystander – and support one another.

– Bernadette D. Bennett, Ed.D., Sarasota County 

Schools, Program Specialist Social Studies, K-12F rom April 17 through May 27, our commu-

nity, especially our children, will experience 

the Anne Frank exhibit at the Selby Public Li-

brary. More than six million people – the same num-

ber who perished at the hands of the Nazis – have 

seen this traveling display worldwide. 

Dedicated to Holocaust education, The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is sponsoring this 

memorable exhibit in collaboration with Sarasota 

County Libraries and Historical Resources, Sarasota 

County Schools, and Embracing Our Differences, 

which will provide teen docents through its Coexis-

tence Club at Booker High School.

On loan from the Anne Frank Center for Mutual 

Respect (the U.S. national organization in the world-

wide network of Anne Frank organizations, http://

annefrank.com/), this exhibit, located in the library 

rotunda, comprises thirty panels of pictures against 

the backdrop of diary excerpts – the crux of this  

“The Lovers” 1937, courtesy of  

the Israel Museum, Jerusalem  
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New York/ADAGP, Paris

H A P P Y  P A S S O V E R

The knitzvahs keep coming for Temple Emanu-El’s Mitzvah Knitting Group
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• Opportunities
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Community

DON’T MISS OUT!
Registering for The Jewish Federation’s weekly email newsletter 
means you won’t miss out on important community information.  
Get updated EVERY Thursday!

Sign up at JFEDSRQ.org



35April 2018COMMENTARY

The AJC West Coast Florida 
offi  ce, located in Sarasota, can 

be reached at 941.365.4955.

Shame: 10 ways Israel is treated differently
By David Harris, AJC CEO, January 4, 2018

The recent focus on the Jerusa-
lem issue is a telling reminder 
that Israel is treated according 

to a totally diff erent standard than other 
countries in the international system.

Of course, Israel deserves attention 
and scrutiny as does every other na-
tion. But it also merits equal treatment 
– nothing more, nothing less.

First, Israel is the only state whose 
capital city, Jerusalem, with which the 
Jewish people have been umbilically 
linked for more than 3,000 years, is not 
recognized by almost all other coun-
tries.

Imagine the absurdity of this. For-
eign diplomats live in Tel Aviv while 
conducting virtually all their business 
in Jerusalem, where the prime minis-
ter’s offi  ce, the Knesset (Parliament), 
the Supreme Court and the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs are located.

In fact, look at listings of world 
cities, including places of birth in 
passports, and you’ll see something 
striking – Paris, France; Tokyo, Japan; 
Pretoria, South Africa; Lima, Peru; and 
Jerusalem, sans country – orphaned, if 
you will.

Second, Israel is the only UN 
member state whose very right to exist 
is under constant challenge.

Notwithstanding the fact that Is-
rael embodies an age-old connection 
with the Jewish people, as repeatedly 
cited in the most widely read book in 
the world, the Bible; that it was reborn 
based on the 1947 recommendation of 
the UN; and that it has been a member 
of the world body since 1949, there’s a 
relentless chorus denying Israel’s very 
political legitimacy.

No one would dare question the 
right to exist of many other countries 
whose basis for statehood is infi nitely 
more questionable than Israel’s, such as 
those that were created by brute force, 
occupation or distant mapmakers. Just 
look around at how many nations fi t 
those categories – including, by the 
way, quite a few Arab countries. Why, 
then, is it open hunting season only on 
Israel? Could it possibly have anything 
to do with the fact that it’s the only 
Jewish-majority country in the world?

Third, Israel is the only UN mem-
ber state that’s been targeted for anni-
hilation by another UN member state.

Think about it. The leadership of 
Iran, together with Iran-funded proxies 
in Lebanon and Gaza, has repeatedly 
called for wiping Israel off  the map. Is 
there any other country facing such a 
stated goal of genocidal destruction? 
Meanwhile, a majority of countries 
continues to conduct business as usual 
with Tehran, as if this threat to another 
nation was either welcome or some-
how deemed irrelevant.

Fourth, the UN has two agencies 

dealing with refugees.
One, the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
 focuses on all the world’s refugee pop-
ulations, save one. The other, the Unit-
ed Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine (UNRWA), handles only 
the Palestinians.

But the diff erence goes beyond 
the anomaly of two structures and two 
bureaucracies. In fact, they have two 
strikingly diff erent mandates.

UNHCR seeks to resettle refugees; 
UNRWA does not. When, in 1951, 
John Blanford, UNRWA’s then-direc-
tor, proposed resettling up to 250,000 
refugees in nearby Arab countries, 
those countries reacted with rage and 
refused, leading to his departure. The 
message got through. No UN offi  cial 
since has pushed for resettlement.

Moreover, the UNRWA and UN-
HCR defi nitions of a refugee diff er 
markedly. Whereas the UNHCR ser-
vices only those who’ve actually fl ed 
their homelands, the UNRWA defi ni-
tion covers “the descendants of per-
sons who became refugees in 1948,” 
without any generational limitations.

Fifth, Israel is the only country that 
has won all its major wars for survival 
and self-defense, yet is confronted by 
defeated adversaries who have insisted 
on dictating the terms of peace.

In doing so, ironically, they’ve 
found support from many countries 
which, victorious in war themselves, 
demanded – and, yes, got – major bor-
der adjustments. A quick glance at, say, 
earlier maps of Europe and today’s am-
ply illustrates the point.

Sixth, Israel is the only country in 
the world with a separate – and perma-
nent – agenda item, #7, at the Geneva-
based UN Human Rights Council.

No other member state, includ-
ing serial human-rights violators like 
North Korea, Syria, Iran and Sudan, 
gets its own agenda item.

Only the sole liberal democracy in 
the Middle East is treated in this bla-
tantly biased manner because that’s the 
way it works – the bad guys circle the 
wagons to protect one another, and, at 
the same time, gang up on Israel, creat-
ing an automatic majority against it.

Seventh, Israel is the only coun-
try condemned by name at the World 
Health Organization as a “violator” of 
health rights.

This canard is registered despite 
the fact that Israel provides world-class 
medical assistance to Syrians wounded 
in the country’s civil war and Palestin-
ians living in Hamas-ruled Gaza; has 
achieved one of the world’s highest 
life expectancy rates for all its citizens, 
Jewish and non-Jewish alike; is among 
the very fi rst medical responders to hu-
manitarian crises wherever they may 

occur, from Haiti to Nepal; and is daily 
advancing the frontiers of medicine for 
everyone, something that can’t be said 
for too many other nations.

Eighth, Israel is the only country 
that’s the continuous target of three 
standing UN bodies established and 
staff ed solely for the purpose of ad-
vancing the Palestinian cause and 
bashing Israel – the Committee on 
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People; the Special 
Committee to Investigate Israeli Prac-
tices Aff ecting the Human Rights of 
the Palestinian People; and the Divi-
sion for Palestinian Rights in the UN’s 
Department of Political Aff airs.

Ninth, Israel is the only country 
annually targeted by at least 20 UN 
General Assembly resolutions and 
countless measures in other UN bod-
ies, such as the Human Rights Council.

Indeed, astonishingly, every year, 
Israel is on the receiving end of more 
such eff orts than the other 192 UN 
member states combined. No one can 
seriously argue that this is remotely 
warranted, but it’s a reality because 
in every UN body except the Security 
Council, where each of the fi ve perma-
nent members has a veto, it’s all about 
majority voting.

When close to two-thirds of the 
world’s nations today belong to the 
Non-Aligned Movement, and when 
they elected a country like Iran as its 
chair from 2013 to 2016, followed by 
Venezuela, the current leader, that just 
about says it all.

And tenth, Israel is the only state 
targeted by the BDS (boycott, divest-
ment and sanctions) movement.

Has anyone seen any signifi cant 
campus activity that takes aim at true 
human rights off enders, including some 
in Israel’s neighborhood, who behead, 

forcibly convert and expel Christians; 
drop chemically-laced barrel bombs on 
civilians; deny Palestinians full rights; 
persecute LGBT communities; and use 
capital punishment, even for minors, 
with abandon?

Has any student group tried to pre-
vent undergraduates from traveling to 
any country other than Israel, as was 
the case with an earlier “pledge” circu-
lated at UCLA?

Has anyone seen any fl otillas or 
fl ytillas organized by European far-left 
groups that don’t involve an anti-Israel 
angle? 

Has anyone seen movements for 
companies to pull out of any country 
other than Israel?

Turkey, to take one example, has 
brazenly and unjustifi ably occupied 
one-third of the island nation of Cyprus 
for 44 years, deployed an estimated 
40,000 Turkish troops there, and trans-
ferred countless settlers there from 
Anatolia, yet there’s not a peep about 
Ankara from those who purport to act 
in the name of “justice” and against 
“occupation.”

Given political realities, tackling 
any of these instances of egregious 
double standards and blatant hypocrisy 
can be a daunting challenge. And, still 
worse, this list is not complete.

The old advertisement proclaimed 
that you don’t have to be Jewish to love 
Levy’s Jewish rye bread. Well, surely, 
you don’t have to be a pro-Israel activist 
to be troubled by the grotesquely unjust 
treatment of Israel. All it takes is a ca-
pacity for moral outrage that things like 
this are happening in today’s world.
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Emma Katz, Amy Levison, Jewish rock star Rick Recht, Snait Ben-Herut

Song Leader Boot Camp for Jewish leaders

Education Corner
By Snait Ben-Herut

Community Day School 
revamps summer day campVisit CommunityDay.org/academics/camp

or call (941) 552-2770

Preschool Summer Experience (15 months-4 years)
Community Day Camp (Entering grades K-5)  
Counselor-In-Training (Entering grades 6-8)

Weekly sessions: June 4 - August 10
Hours 9am-3pm; before and after care available

• Activities emphasizing the arts and fitness
• Daily outdoor sports and games; swimming available

• STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts
and mathematics) curriculum
• Staffed by trained educators

Community Day Camp 2018 
Safe, affordable, full-day summer fun!

Last October, The Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee
brought famed Jewish rock 

star and song leader Rick Recht to 
our community. Many of our children 
grew up listening to his catchy songs. 
For eight years now, Rick and his wife 
Elisa have been organizing a three-day 
Song Leader Boot Camp (SLBC) for 
Jewish leaders in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Thanks to the generosity of Federation 
donors, I was able to participate along 
with local Jewish teens.

I have been a Jewish Educator for 
over twenty years. This is my fi rst year 
in Sarasota, working at Community 
Day School as a Hebrew and Judaics 
teacher. During my career, I participat-
ed in many professional development 
workshops. The experience at SLBC 
was one of the most exciting, unique 
and inspiring experiences I have ever 
had in the fi eld of Jewish Education. 
Educators from all over North America 
gathered for three days to share their 
love of music and Judaism. During this 
brief period of time, participants gen-
erated a vibrant Jewish cohesiveness, 
charging each other with enthusiasm.

I love music but I am not a profes-
sional singer. I occasionally fi nd my-
self singing out loud in the car while 
listening to Israeli radio. I also fi nd my-
self singing a lot with my students at 
school. I guess I love singing, whether 
in Hebrew or in English. But training 
as a professional song leader? I just did 

not imagine how easily I would fi t in.
Together with Amy Levison and 

Emma Katz, two energetic, fabulous, 
local teenage singers, we fl ew to St. 
Louis to explore this unique opportuni-
ty. Our fi rst gathering was at the Black 
Box Theater at the JCC in St. Louis, 
the location at which the conference 
took place. As we entered the room, we 
found it was full with fervent niggun
singing. Some people were playing 
guitars while others slowly joined in as 
they were gradually becoming familiar 
with the tunes. It was magical!

I initially thought that the SLBC 
is all about Jewish music, tefi llah and 
niggunim, but very quickly I realized 
that the music was actually serving as 
a vehicle for achieving a much greater 
goal: inspiring innovative Jewish lead-
ership. It is through music that people 
become engaged to create a spiritual 
community, discovering along the way, 
their own leadership skills for estab-
lishing a powerful and relevant Jewish 
connection. The music is utilized as a 
tool for developing social abilities and 
for infecting others with Jewish joy.

Group singing is a profound human 
experience. It creates a sense of com-
munity and brings people together in a 
way that makes them emotionally and 
psychologically united. Creating music 
together invites unconditional accep-

tance among members of the group, 
and – as some participants described – 
reduces symptoms of anxiety, depres-
sion and aloneness. Group singing is 
a transformative experience. A sound 
you create inside yourself is shared 
with a group of people and comes back 
to you in full harmony. What a miracle!

During the conference, Emma and 
Amy participated in designated teen 
sessions and worked on a group perfor-
mance that we all enjoyed. Every night, 
an open stage session invited people to 
play music and sing along. Many par-
ticipants brought their voices together 
and sang into the night. Our morning 
services had full attendance and people 
were totally engaged in praying. It felt 
like something very special was hap-
pening.

This is the experience we wish to 
bring back to our community. My hope 
is that singing together will create more 
acceptance and tolerance among us, 
especially in these harsh times when 
society is so divided. Communal sing-
ing can bring us closer and will unite 
us spiritually.
Snait Ben-Herut is a Jewish educator 
at Hershorin Schiff  Community Day 
School. Her position is funded through 
a grant from The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee.

The Hershorin Schiff  Commu-
nity Day School is making sig-
nifi cant changes to its summer 

camp program, with enhancements to 
arts and fi tness off erings, in particular. 
 The camp off ers three distinct age-
appropriate programs for children ages 
14 months through 8th grade.

Community Day Camp is for chil-
dren in kindergarten through 5th grades. 
Campers will enjoy hands-on STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts 
and mathematics) activities, daily out-
door fun, and swimming twice a week. 
Weekly areas of focus will include 
multi-media art; performance arts in-
cluding theater and improv; healthy 
living through nutrition, yoga, Pilates, 
Tai Chi and other activities; fi lmmak-
ing; and agriculture.

In the Counselor-in-Training Pro-
gram, participants entering grades 6-8 
will take part in all of the fun of the 
day camp while benefi ting from guid-
ed leadership opportunities. Students 

must complete a separate application 
and interview process to be considered 
for these positions.

The summer will also be fun and 
enriching during Community Day’s 
Preschool Summer Experience, for 
children ages 14 months through enter-
ing kindergarten. Children will enjoy 
play and play-based academic rein-
forcement with early literacy activities, 
cooking, music and dance, water play, 
arts and crafts and more. There will 
also be Keeping Up with Kindergarten 
sessions, to help prepare children en-
tering kindergarten.

Sessions run from June 4 through 
August 10. The cost is $200/week 
(half-price for CITs), with additional 
fees for before and after care. Camp 
hours are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; be-
fore care begins at 8:00 a.m. and after 
care ends at 5:00 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 941.552.2770, go to www.
communityday.org/academics/camp or 
email mrivera@communityday.org.

Amelia Malkin, Ella Schaefer and Jordyn Chessler tend to vegetables 
in the organic garden and outdoor classroom at Community Day
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Southwest view of Federation Campus and land

A message from Federation leadership: 

Opening the closed door

continued on page 2A

By Michael Ritter, Federation President, and Howard Tevlowitz, Executive Director

Often we look so long at the closed door that we do 

not see the one that has been opened for us. 

– Helen Keller

A
lthough the weather was unseasonably cold 

and there were long lines at the falafel stand, 

most agreed that the We Love Israel Shuk 

recently held on The Jewish Federation Campus 

was a resounding 

success. We were 

both there from 

early morning until 

late afternoon, im-

pressed but not sur-

prised that around 

3,000 people at-

tended the five-

hour event – eating, shopping, being entertained and 

schmoozing. All the local Jewish organizations were 

represented and there were about 100 hardworking 

staff and volunteers of all ages on hand to make the 

experience as enjoyable for everyone as possible. 

This was truly a remarkable community-wide coop-

erative event.

What were the two comments we heard the 

most from the attendees? “I had no idea how large 

this campus is and the extent of buildings, sports 

facilities and undeveloped space available here for 

community use,” and “I thought the Flanzer Jewish 

Community Center (JCC) had closed.”

Sometimes it’s still hard to believe that the JCC, 

located on The Federation’s 32-acre campus, closed 

its doors over 10 years ago. Despite the dedication 

and hard work of many talented staff and volunteers, 

our JCC ultimately succumbed to market conditions 

and demographics beyond its control – similar to the 

challenges that may have required some other JCCs 

over the years to either close, relocate or adopt more 

sustainable operating models.

So, for those of us who spent many childhood, 

teen and adult hours at a JCC wherever we lived, 

the closing here in 2007 was a particularly sad time. 

And although many of us still refer today to the Flan-

zer building on our campus as the “JCC building,” 

the doors have closed for this organization we once 

Michael Ritter and Howard Tevlowitz

In honor of Israel’s 70th  anniversary of statehood, 

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 

will present “Happy Birthday Israel” in the Bea-

trice Friedman Theater on The Federation Campus 

(note change of venue) on Sunday, March 11 at 7:00 

p.m. The event will feature Israeli entertainment by 

The Shuk music group and the Keshet Chaim Dance 

Ensemble. The event is co-chaired by Edie Chaifetz 

and Saranee Newman.

The Keshet Chaim Dance Ensemble celebrates 

the dynamic culture, history and dance from Israel 

and the Diaspora. With melody, rhythm and ethnic 

contemporary movement, the group conjures the col-

ors and sacred roots of Jewish life with passionate 

storytelling and choreography. The Shuk has its roots 

in traditional Jewish music and has expanded into 

world music, blending elements of jazz, rock, ethnic 

and progressive music. Through music, they create a 

dialogue between cultures – Israeli and Middle East-

ern music to western classic and country folk. This 

high-energy band will have you dancing and clap-

ping all evening!

Israel is so much more than just America’s only 

democratic ally in the Middle East; it is thriving, 

vibrant, exciting and fun! This is the side of Israel 

we will bring you at this festive, celebratory event – 

great music and entertainment, snacks and a family-

friendly program.

At the event, we will honor leaders in our com-

munity who have helped our Jewish Federation ac-

complish one of its goals – to provide teens with 

significant Israel experiences and missions. These 

Israel experiences have proven to enhance teen  

Jewish identity and have had a significant impact on 

their ability to address anti-Semitic and anti-Israel 

McIntosh Road

MARCH 11, 2018 • 7PM 

Beatrice Friedman Theater

Israel
Happy

Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
Israel
HappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappy

Birthday
MARCH 11, 2018 • 7PM

HappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappyHappy

This issue of The Jewish News contains 

paid political advertisements. These ads 

do not reflect the views of, or serve as 

endorsement by, the staff or leadership 

of The Jewish Federation of  

Sarasota-Manatee.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

 D I S C L
 A I M E R

For more info see page 7BCelebrate with us on  

The Federation Campus

For tickets, visit

             jfedsrq.org /events or call

                
                

            1-800-838.3006This opportunity is sponsored by the Joseph J. Edlin Endowment Summer Journalism Internship Fund
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For more information, contact  
Andrea Eiffert at aeiffert@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.552.6308

PJ Library helps families on their Jewish journey by sending Jewish-
content books and music on a monthly basis to children from age 
six-months to eight-years. This program is completely free for families, 
thanks to the generosity of The Harold Grinspoon Foundation, The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and our incredible donors.

Sign-up Today at JFEDSRQ.org/pj-library

Don’t miss the newest chapter of  
PJ Library for kids...ages 9-11!

NEW
 

PRO
GRAM

Sign up at pjourway.org

Superheroes celebrate Purim at Temple Emanu-ElSong Leader Boot Camp for Jewish leaders

PRESENTED BY  
Debra Landesberg, M.S.  

College and Secondary Education Consultant

• When and how to start preparing for college
• What counts in the admissions process
• Choosing the right fit college
• Piloting standardized tests, extracurricular activities,  
 essays, and financial aid

APRIL 4, 2018 @ 7 - 8:30 p.m.
 The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee Zell Room 

580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota

This FREE event is designed for students in grades 8-11 and their families

This program is sponsored by

Take the Stress and Guess 
Out of College Admissions

INSIDER TIPS SEMINAR

PLEASE REGISTER AT JFEDSRQ.org/STEP

For more information, please contact Debra Landesberg at  
DL@MyCollegeResource.net or 813.230.8992

Preparing for  
College?
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Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center 
at Temple Emanu-El

 

151 McIntosh Road  |  Sarasota, FL 34232
License #58-03-00112

SCIENCE  
WEEKLY THEMES  

WATER DAYS

    6  WEEK SESSION JUNE 4–29 & JULY 9–20
7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

Full- and Part-Time O�ered  |  Ages 2-5 Years Old

CALL  
(941) 377-8074  TO REGISTER!

tance among members of the group, 
and – as some participants described – 
reduces symptoms of anxiety, depres-
sion and aloneness. Group singing is 
a transformative experience. A sound 
you create inside yourself is shared 
with a group of people and comes back 
to you in full harmony. What a miracle!

During the conference, Emma and 
Amy participated in designated teen 
sessions and worked on a group perfor-
mance that we all enjoyed. Every night, 
an open stage session invited people to 
play music and sing along. Many par-
ticipants brought their voices together 
and sang into the night. Our morning 
services had full attendance and people 
were totally engaged in praying. It felt 
like something very special was hap-
pening.

This is the experience we wish to 
bring back to our community. My hope 
is that singing together will create more 
acceptance and tolerance among us, 
especially in these harsh times when 
society is so divided. Communal sing-
ing can bring us closer and will unite 
us spiritually.
Snait Ben-Herut is a Jewish educator 
at Hershorin Schiff  Community Day 
School. Her position is funded through 
a grant from The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee.

Amelia Malkin, Ella Schaefer and Jordyn Chessler tend to vegetables 
in the organic garden and outdoor classroom at Community Day

Temple Emanu-El’s annual “Pu-
rim Pandemonium” celebration 
and carnival on February 25 

was attended by Superman, Wonder 
Woman, a Ghostbuster, the biblical 
Samson and many others! The superhe-
ro-themed event was hosted by Temple 
Emanu-El Religious School (TEERS) 
and brought together children, children-

at-heart and families for a morning of 
festivity, spirit and friendship.

Kicking off  “Purim Pandemo-
nium” was the much-anticipated an-
nual performance of the Purimshpiel, 
performed by the seventh-grade class. 
Written by Director of Education Sa-
brina Silverberg, this play once again 
delighted the audience and brought 
to life the Purim story in a fresh and 
humorous way. Families then enjoyed 
a megillah reading, Purim songs and 
blessings, plenty of grogger-shaking, 
and a costume parade led by Senior 
Rabbi Brenner Glickman.

After the last grogger had been 
sounded, families spilled into the sun-
ny day for a fabulous Purim carnival 
expertly chaired by Michelle Pearson. 

In addition to games, a fantastic prize 
closet, bounce house, dunk tank with 
“victims” including Assistant Rabbi 
Michael Shefrin, and yummy hamen-
tashen baked by TEERS parents, at-
tendees enjoyed a delicious lunch 
prepared by the “grill masters” of Tem-
ple Emanu-El Brotherhood and chef 
extraordinaire Michael Lauberblat. A 
highlight of the carnival was the return 
of the popular climbing wall, gener-

Temple Emanu-El Assistant Rabbi and 
Ghostbuster-in-Residence Michael Shefrin 

joined Temple Emanu-El kids 
at “Purim Pandemonium”

ously underwritten by JFCS of the Sun-
coast and the Fineman family. What an 
honor to have Sarasota-Manatee’s pre-
mier social service organization sup-
porting “Purim Pandemonium,” and 
providing attendees with information 
about this incredible agency.

Proceeds from “Purim Pandemo-
nium” benefi tted TEERS’ educational 
and scholarship programs, making it a 
wonderful day for a wonderful cause.

Temple Emanu-El Director of Education Sabrina 
Silverberg, Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman,  

Religious School student Addison Schoenfeld

Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood members Steven Leavitt, Joel Eisenberg, 
Uzi Baram and David Steinbach grilled up a delicious Purim lunch
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STAY CONNECTED

Instagram.com/jfedsrq

The Gan at Temple Sinai Tu B’Shevat and 
Temple Sinai K-2 Religious School Family Fun Day

STAY CONNECTED

fa
ce

bo
ok

.c
om

/j
fe

ds
rq

The Gan at Temple Sinai students with their newly planted plants

Jett Segal with his newly planted plant

Receive up to $150 from PJ Library® to
Get Together with friends for a Jewish experience!

It’s easy! Visit pjlibrary.org/GetTogether to get started.  
The deadline to sign up is Friday, June 30th, 2017.

For more inspiration, visit pjlibrary.org/GetTogether

IDEAS FOR WHEN YOU GET TOGETHER…

SHARE A SHABBAT  
EXPERIENCE

BAKE CHALLAH  
OR MAKE TREATS

PLANT A COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

HOST A  
BOOK CLUB 

It’s easy! Visit JFEDSRQ.org/GetTogether to get started.
The deadline to sign up is June 30, 2018.

Receive up to $100 from PJ Library® to 
Get Together with friends for a Jewish experience!

Receive $100!

For more information, please contact:
Andrea Eiffert
aeiffert@jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6308

JFEDSRQ.org/PJ JFEDSRQ.org/PJOW

Receive up to $150 from PJ Library® to
Get Together with friends for a Jewish experience!

It’s easy! Visit pjlibrary.org/GetTogether to get started.  
The deadline to sign up is Friday, June 30th, 2017.

For more inspiration, visit pjlibrary.org/GetTogether

IDEAS FOR WHEN YOU GET TOGETHER…

SHARE A SHABBAT  
EXPERIENCE

BAKE CHALLAH  
OR MAKE TREATS

PLANT A COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

HOST A  
BOOK CLUB 
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HOST A 
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The Gan at Temple Sinai and 
Religious School students and 
families celebrated Tu B’Shevat 

by giving back to our magnifi cent earth. 
It kicked off  January 31 when The Gan 
dedicated an outdoor classroom to the 
Green family. The Green family’s gen-
erosity made this beautiful addition to 
The Gan possible. Three generations 
of the Green family were there for this 
festive day. The morning was fi lled 
with music, outdoor play and planting. 
The children enjoyed story time, sing 

along and movement, capturing the 
change from seedling to tree, and took 
home their planted seedlings to nurture 
and watch grow. 

The Tu B’Shevat celebration con-
tinued February 4, when Temple Sinai’s
Religious School grades K-2 and their 
families enjoyed a wonderful Seder 
that was fi lled with a variety of fruit 
and nuts from Israel. Each student dec-
orated an individual pot and planted 
parsley seeds to take home to use for 
Passover. Everyone learned about the 
importance of taking care of our envi-
ronment and how meaningful it is to 
create new plantings. 

The Tu B’Shevat Seder was con-
ducted by Religious School teachers 
Illene Dyrda, Anne Schimberg and 
Nancy Downey, and also attended by 

Steve Weintraub, Director of Youth 
and Adult Education. 

The parents and grandparents had 
a breakout session conducted by Steve, 
an informative session explaining 
about Tu B’Shevat and how bettering 

the world relates to growing for your-
self and family. 

The day ended with a special tze-
dakah collection that was sent to Israel 
for planting two trees.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL! FAMILY 
FUN DAY

Sunday, April 22
10:00-11:30 AM

Urfer park Pavilion, 4000 Honore Ave., Sarasota, FL 34233
————

Bring your family to the park  
and celebrate Israel’s 70th birthday with  

Israeli snacks, games, stories, crafts, and cake!

This event is FREE and perfect for families  
with children in preschool thru 2nd grade  

but all children are welcome!

For more information, contact Laura Freedman at 941.922.9322

Please register at: JFEDSRQ.org/PJ

This event is sponsored by the following organizations

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL!HAPPY BIRTHDAY ISRAEL! FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY 
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Please submit your 
life cycle events 

(births, B’nai Mitzvah, 
anniversaries, 
weddings) to 

jewishnews@jfedsrq.org
Photos are 

appreciated; 
email as JPGs 

at 300ppi.

55th Ann & Morton Goldstein
Temple Sinai
50th Roz & Ronald Rosenthal
Temple Sinai
40th Sharon & Mark Blate
Temple Sinai
40th Geoff rey & Ellyn Ingalls
Temple Emanu-El
15th Kimberly & Jason Rosenberg
Temple Sinai

ANNIVERSARIES
15th Micki Sherin Evans 
& Eugene Evans
Temple Sinai
5th Chazzan Cliff  & Mrs. Jamie 
Abramson
Temple Sinai
5th David & Alisha Leopold
Temple Emanu-El

HebrewMemorialSarasota.com

24 Hour Information at (941) 955-1075

• Chevra Kadisha 
• Pre-need Trusts
• Cremations
• Free Burial Plots 
   for Veterans/Spouse 

2426 Bee Ridge Road
Sarasota, FL 34239

•  REFORM  •  CONSERVATIVE  •  ORTHODOX  •

FUNERAL SERVICES

The Area’s ONLY Jewish Owned & Operated Funeral Home

Specializing in local burial, out-of-state transfers,  
and burial in Israel

Michael, David, Pati and Steven Gross

jfedsrq.org
SENIORS

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

During times of neeD for generations 
Jewish members of sarasota & manatee  
County Communities have turneD  
to toale brothers.

Gerry Ronkin
Jewish Family Coordinator

OFFICE

941-955-4171 
CELL

941-809-5195
www.ToaleBrothers.com

loCally owneD  
& operateD for  
over 100 years

3 generations 
of toale family 

management  

How do I get items in The Jewish News?
Email your articles and photos to jewishnews18@gmail.com.
What are The Jewish News deadlines?
Items are due the 25th of each month, or earlier if the 25th falls 
on a weekend or holiday.
Where can I get a copy of The Jewish News?
Papers are available at more than 50 locations, including several 
local libraries, synagogues and offi  ces throughout Sarasota-
Manatee. See the ad on page 34 for locations. Have a location 
where you would like to see the newspaper? Email info@jfedsrq.
org and let us know. 
How do I place an ad in The Jewish News?
Contact Robin Leonardi, account executive, at 941.552.6307 or
rleonardi@jfedsrq.org.

F
A
Q

Sarasota-Manatee 
Chevra Kadisha

941.224.0778
941.377.4647
941.921.4740

1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota, FL 34237

TAHARA

941.484.2790

941.921.4740
women 

men 

941.349.3611

The Gan at Temple Sinai students with their newly planted plants

BAR MITZVAH

IN MEMORIAM
Bernard Blankenheimer, of Longboat Key, February 9
Burce L. Cohen, 61, of Sarasota, formerly of Broomall, PA, February 5
Don Decker, 96, of Sarasota, formerly of Chicago, IL, February 25
John H. Engel, 87, of Sarasota, formerly of Michigan, February 21 
Saul Haberman, 100, of Sarasota, February 22
Beverly Ikeman, 62, of Sarasota, formerly of Montreal, Canada, February 12
Sy Karpen, 92, of Sarasota, formerly of Norwood, NJ, February 15
Debbie Kramer, 72, of Sarasota, formerly of Baltimore, MD, February 13
Marilyn Ledger, 79, of Sarasota, formerly of Logansport, IN, February 10
Ruth Leona Levin, 91, of Sarasota, February 4 
Thea Levinsky, 89, of Sarasota, formerly of Brooklyn, NY, February 16
Beatrice Michaels, 99, of Sarasota, formerly New York, NY, February 22
Milan Novkovic, 99, of Sarasota, formerly of Lika, Yugoslavia, February 11
William Bryan Padelford, 63, of Bradenton, formerly of Michigan, January 29
Michael Peretz, 76, of Sarasota, formerly of Yonkers, NY, February 3 
Boris Rubin, 72, of Venice, February 5
Samuel Shapiro, 99, of Sarasota, formerly of Wooster, OH, February 15
Betty B. Weinstein, 106, of Sarasota, formerly of Southfi eld, MI, February 26

Alex Bloom, son of Marty & Mindy Bloom, April 7, Temple Emanu-El
David Bayer, son of Stuart & Stacy Bayer, grandson of Daryl & Max (z”l) 
Bayer, April 21, Temple Emanu-El

Stay informed throughout 
the month. Sign up for our 
community newsletter at 

www.jfedsrq.org.

the world relates to growing for your-
self and family. 

The day ended with a special tze-
dakah collection that was sent to Israel 
for planting two trees.

LEAVING TOWN?
Be sure Be sure THE JEWISH NEWSTHE JEWISH NEWSTHE JEWISH NEWS follows you. follows you. follows you.

Send your new address to Denise at dwatkins@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Denise at dwatkins@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Denise at dwatkins@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Denise at dwatkins@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Denise at dwatkins@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Denise at dwatkins@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Denise at dwatkins@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0

941.371.4546   |   jfedsrq.org

The 2018 Giving 
Challenge is presented 

by the Community 
Foundation of Sarasota 

County with giving 
strengthened by The 

Patterson Foundation.

to make a splash for  
YOUR Jewish Community!

Participate in the Giving Challenge 2018 
and support The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.  

MAY 1 & 2 • NOON-NOON • givingpartnerchallenge.org
#GivingChallenge18
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NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: ___________________________________________________________________   E-MAIL: _________________________________________________________________________________   BIRTHDATE: ________________________________

PAYMENT METHOD (CHECK ONE):    o CHECK    o VISA    o MC    o AMEX 

TOTAL $ ENCLOSED: ___________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD NUMBER: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   EXPIRATION DATE: ______________________________ 

SECURITY CODE: ____________________ SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.  
OUR REGISTRATION NUMBER IS SC-00449. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.                                                                                                                          

Make checks payable to:
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

18JNPS

 AMOUNT o  $18  o  $72  o  $360 o  $1,000

  o  $36  o  $180    o  $720 o    OTHER: ____________ (USD)

Mail to:
580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota, FL  34232

DONATE ONLINE AT: jfedsrq.org/donate

We are the flour

that makes the matzah

that completes the seder

TOGETHER W
E DO MORE!

TOGETHER W
E DO MORE!

TOGETHER W
E DO MORE!

TOGETHER W
E DO MORE!

that makes the matzah

that completes the seder

This Passover season, help us do even more.
Together, we can help those who are suffering and in need.
Together, we can provide meals for hungry seniors.
Together, we can engage young families in Jewish life.
Together, we can inspire teens to connect to Jewish values.
Together, we can help Israel remain strong.
Join us. Give today. Be a part of YOUR Federation.


