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9th Annual Jewish Film Festival 
features 12 Israeli fi lms
By Roberta Berson
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A message from Federation leadership: 
Facilitating Jewishness

continued on page 2

By Michael Ritter, Federation President, and Howard Tevlowitz, Executive Director

For many years, The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee has been a national 
thought leader and trendsetter in develop-

ing and implementing new approaches to engage 
members of our Jewish community. Holistically, 
we consider ourselves an enterprise for facilitating 
Jewishness.

We currently provide a wide variety of programs 
and engagement opportunities that are fl exible, 

non-prescriptive, 
inclusive and wel-
coming. We are 
well positioned to 
introduce a current 
generation of Jews 
to what it has meant 
to be Jewish in the 
past, what being 

Jewish means today, and what opportunities there 
are to be Jewish in the future. Studies of Jewish iden-
tity confi rm that the more Jewish-related encounters 
people have, the more likely they are to do more 
things “Jewish,” whether lighting Shabbat candles, 
attending a Seder, joining a synagogue, reading Jew-
ish blogs, listening to Jewish music, watching Jewish
films, eating Jewish food, or engaging in tikkun 
olam, etc.

So…how does this relate to each of you in our 
Sarasota-Manatee community today? We have iden-

tifi ed four broad tenets relating to our operations that 
contribute to facilitating Jewishness:
1. Federation listens to members of our community 

by collecting feedback and data, and involves 
volunteers of all ages in the process of choosing 
projects, activities and organizations with which 
to partner;

2. Federation actively participates with individuals 
and organizations in both the Jewish and general 
communities. We devote resources to fi nding 
new collaborative approaches and more sensible 
ways to facilitate connections and engagement;

3. Whenever it makes sense, Federation runs and/
or sponsors programs and activities in many 
public and religious spaces throughout the area 
we serve – we want to be where you are;

4. Federation will continue to focus on more fully 
utilizing our valuable and truly unique 32-acre 
campus on McIntosh Road to create Jewish 
space for use by individuals and organizations, 
and to meet the diverse and evolving needs of 
a 21st century Jewish community. Among other 
things, our goal is to create a comfortable “living 
room” environment on our campus for people of 
all ages to socialize, discuss, learn and express 
their Jewishness on their terms. This process is 
already underway, beginning with some much-
needed upgrades to our existing facilities. 

Michael Ritter and Howard Tevlowitz

The Naiditch Family Foundation 9th Annual 
Jewish Film Festival (JFF) will celebrate and 
highlight Israel with 12 feature fi lms, includ-

ing the Southwest Florida premiere of 
the documentary, Ben-Gurion, Epi-
logue. JFF co-chairs Fran Braverman 
and Evans Tilles, along with their 
committee, have been busy screening 
fi lms since July to ensure a variety of 
fi lms that provide viewers with vari-
ous perspectives on life in Israel. 

The JFF kicks off  on Thursday, March 8 with 
the Opening Night Celebration at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Sarasota Municipal Auditorium with Ben-Gurion, 
Epilogue, a rare and intimate refl ective interview 
with Israel’s founding prime minister. Filmed near-
ly 50 years ago, this never-before-aired interview 

provides a surprising vision for today’s crucial deci-
sions and the future of Israel. Featured guest Yariv 
Mozer, the fi lm’s director/producer, will speak after 

the fi lm. JFF sponsors will have 
a special treat that night – Alon 
Ben-Gurion, grandson of the late 
prime minister, will join guests 
at the pre-fi lm Sponsor Cocktail 
Party. For those unable to attend 
the Opening Night Celebration, 

Ben-Gurion, Epilogue will be screened multiple 
times during the festival.

This outstanding Opening Night event sets the 
stage for a journey through fi lm as we trace the State 
of Israel’s existence from inception to modern day 
with fi ve days of multiple screenings of 11 Israeli 

                  
ANNUAL
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FOR TICKETS CALL  866.465.3995 OR VISIT JFEDSRQ.ORG/JFF18 See more on page 14
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Dr. Judy Feld Carr and the secret rescue of Syrian Jews

JWRP mothers give back
By Sasha Rosin

Jewish Film Festival...continued from page 1
fi lms. Films will be shown morning, 
afternoon and evening at the newly 
renovated Regal Hollywood Stadium 
20 theater. You will benefi t from re-
cliner seating, reserved seats and ac-
cessible parking.

Here are brief descriptions of the 
fi lms you can enjoy:

Amor is a lyrically and beauti-
fully shot drama 
that explores the 
depths of what 
love sometimes 
demands of us and 
how memories are 
s imultaneously 
both fragile and 
fl eeting.

Between Worlds is an intriguing 
fi lm about an unexpected friendship 
that begins in a hospital between two 
women. The women are both hiding a 
secret, and while waiting and hoping, 
they will learn about truth, faith, under-
standing, acceptance and love that can, 
and maybe should, replace the fear of 
the unknown.

A Heartbeat Away tells the story 
of an Israeli pediatric cardiologist who 

is sent to Africa to 
perform lifesav-
ing operations in 
Tanzania, where 
every day fi ve 
children die from 
heart conditions. 
The documentary 
is a riveting hu-

man drama, swinging on the pendulum 
between science and faith, hope and 
despair, life and death. 

In Between introduces viewers to 
three Palestinian women living in an 
apartment in Tel Aviv trying to fi nd a 

balance between 
traditional and 
modern culture. 
The script’s nu-
anced treatment 
provides a feel for 
the many-faceted, 
multicultural city 
in which it is set 

– a unique blend of hedonism and tra-
dition, bound together by hummus and 
history.

An Israeli Love Story is based on 
the true story of the love aff air between 
theatre director Pnina Gary and Eli 
Ben-Zvi, son of the second president of 
the State of Israel. Set in the turbulent 
period of pre-state Israel, the two are 
torn between their love for one another 
and where they see their own futures in 
the Jewish state.

Mr. Predictable is a delightful and 
funny romantic comedy about Adi, a 
good guy who has always followed 
the rules and tried to please every-
one. When he meets Natalia, a sexy 
and free-spirited dog walker, he gets 
a crash course in breaking the rules he 
has spent his life obeying, and fi nds 
that embracing the unpredictable can 
often bring out the best in all of us.

Operation Wedding tells the story 
of a group of young Jewish dissidents 
who plot to hijack an empty plane and 
escape Leningrad in 1970 with hopes 
of making it to Israel. Caught by the 
KGB a few steps from boarding, they 
were sentenced to years in the gu-
lag and two were sentenced to death, 

despite the fact that they never boarded 
the plane.

A Quiet Heart is a riveting sus-
pense thriller about the evils of reli-
gious intolerance. The fi lm delivers an 
interesting examination of the tensions 
between Jerusalem’s secular and reli-
gious communities.

The Wedding Plan is a poignant 
romantic comedy about love, marriage 
and faith in life’s infi nite possibilities. 
Michal, blindsided by her fi ancé’s de-
cision to call off  their wedding with 
only a month’s notice, is unwilling to 
return to single life. She puts her trust 
in fate and continues with the wedding 
plans, believing that G-d will supply 
her with a husband.

The Women’s Balcony, a major 
box-offi  ce success in Israel, is a dra-
matic comedy about an accident dur-
ing a bar mitzvah celebration that leads 
to a gender rift in a devout Orthodox 
community in Jerusalem. The fi lm is a 
rousing, good-hearted tale about wom-
en speaking truth to patriarchal power.

The Closing Event will be held on 
Sunday, March 18 at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Sahib Shriners Auditorium. We will 
culminate our exciting and enlighten-
ing Israeli journey through fi lm with a 
screening of the classic fi lm, Exodus, a 

1960 epic starring 
Paul Newman and 
directed by Otto 
Preminger. Based 
on the best-selling 
novel by Leon 
Uris, Exodus fo-
cuses on the birth 
of the State of Is-

rael after WWII. It follows Ari Ben 
Canaan, an Israeli resistance leader, 
as he tries to help a group of 600 Jew-
ish immigrants escape British-blocked 
Cypress for Palestine. The fi lm will be 
shown with an intermission, during 
which time attendees will enjoy a spe-
cial Israeli meal!

You should receive your JFF fi lm 
guide by mail. If you don’t, please 
contact Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq
.org or 941.552.6305 to request a copy.
Or visit www.jfedsrq.org/jff 18 for de-
tails or to purchase tickets when they 
go on sale to the general public in 
mid-February. Sponsors will select 
their tickets through our Sponsor Con-
cierge, Marlene, at jff srq@gmail.com 
or 941.504.6717.

Special thanks to Roz Goldberg, 
Jewish Film Festival Founder and 
Honorary Chair, as well as the fi lm 
screening committee: Karen Bernstein, 
Jack Braverman, Meredith Ernst, Bar-
bara Horowitz, Barbara Jacob, Susan 
Newmark, Ronnie Riceberg, Nadia 
Ritter, Cheryl Shapiro, Bunny Skirboll, 
Lois Stulberg, Janet Tolbert and Frank 
Tucciarone.

For more details, please see the ad 
on page 14 or contact Brieana Duckett-
Graves at 941.552.6305 or bdgraves@
jfedsrq.org.
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Facilitating Jewishness...continued from page 1
A fundamental principle at the 

Federation is to continue shifting the 
shape and focus of Jewish engagement, 
as needed, to ensure that we are putting 
the needs and interests of the people in 
our community fi rst. 

In the end, Federation has the com-
munal responsibility for building Jew-
ish social capital so that there will be 
a vital Sarasota-Manatee Jewish com-

munity now and for many decades in 
the future.

It is our hope and desire that you 
will join us on this journey, helping us 
fi nd ways to continue to innovate and 
improve. We want to hear from you.

Feel free to contact Michael at 
mritter@jfedsrq.org or Howard at 
htevlowitz@jfedsrq.org. 

The winter holidays fell six 
months after 18 of us returned 
from our life-changing Jewish 

Women’s Renaissance Project (JWRP) 
10-day trip to Israel. The Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee sent us 
because it believes in our destiny and 
desire to live by the teachings of the 
Torah, to model Jewish traditions to 
our children, and to embrace tikkun 
olam and tzedakah as part of our ev-
eryday lives.

So, it was our pleasure and honor 
to support JFCS Adopt a Family. Led 
by Mary Collier and Stacy Hanan, we 
sponsored eight families for the holi-
days, providing them with necessities 
such as clothes and shoes, and also 
candles, electronics, games, books, 
toys for the holidays, and gift certifi -
cates to favorite stores.

Shopping for these families cre-
ated a great opportunity for us to 
teach our own children many of the 
tenets of tzedakah. As our children are 
blessed to not want for anything, it’s 
sometimes hard for them to grasp that 

Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232

Free 
Event

REGISTER ONLINE AT
JFEDSRQ.ORG/EVENTS

The Mei family was honored by Yad Vashem  
as Righteous Among the Nations for having helped save 
and sustain countless Jewish residents of their village in 

Pitigliano in Grosseto, Italy, during WWII

Members of the Sarasota Orchestra  
and the Sarasota Opera will perform.

Sunday, January 28, 2018
3:00–4:30pm

first united methodist church • 104 pineapple ave, Sarasota
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Dr. Judy Feld Carr and the secret rescue of Syrian Jews

JWRP mothers give back
By Sasha Rosin
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By Rebecca Rothstein  |  This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Join us at Temple Beth Sholom on 
Sunday, February 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
as Dr. Judy Feld Carr tells her 

amazing story about the secret rescue 
of Syrian Jews. 

Over a 28-year period, Dr. Judy 
Feld Carr secretly brought 3,228 Syr-
ian Jews to freedom despite the Syrian 
government’s prohibition on emigra-
tion. Working with smugglers and brib-
ing government offi  cials, she removed 
most of that community from veritable 
bondage. In addition, she clandestinely 
smuggled priceless ancient articles 
of Jewish worship out of that coun-
try. Until late Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Israeli government agen-
cies publicly acclaimed her activities, 
the world, including the Jewish world, 
had no inkling of this Canadian Jewish 
woman’s covert life. She is the subject 
of a bestselling Canadian book by his-
torian Dr. Harold Troper, The Rescuer. 
The rescue was the best-kept secret in 

the Jewish world. 
In June 2012, Judy was one of the 

fi rst six recipients of The Presidential 
Award of Distinction of 
the State of Israel. The 
award was created by 
President Shimon Peres 
to “recognize outstanding 
contributions to the Jew-
ish people and the State 
of Israel.” Among many 
other awards, she was 
appointed a Member of 
the Order of Canada (the 
highest award bestowed 
upon a Canadian citizen); 
received the Queen Eliz-
abeth II Golden Jubilee Medal in 2002 
and the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee Medal in 2012; the Humanitar-
ian Award of Merit at Haifa University; 
the Abram Sachar Medal as ‘Woman 
of the Year’ at Brandeis University; the 
Saul Hayes Human Rights Award of 

Canadian Jewish Congress; Award of 
Tolerance, Justice and Human Rights 
of the Simon Wiesenthal Center; Wom-

an of Achievement Award 
of both Canadian Hadas-
sah and B’nai B’rith 
Women; Dr. Jane Evans 
Pursuit of Justice Award 
of Women of Reform Ju-
daism of North America; 
Honoree of the State of 
Israel Bonds, Toronto. 

Judy was honored by 
the Foreign Ministry of 
Israel in Jerusalem, Israe-
li government agencies, 
and the Syrian Jewish 

communities in Brooklyn and Israel 
for her secret rescue of the Syrian Jew-
ish community. 

In 2011, she was also honored with 
her husband, Donald Carr, with the 
Human Rights Award of The Canadian 
Centre for Diversity. 

Judy is the subject of the Israel 
Broadcasting Authority’s documen-
tary Miss Judy, aired on Israel televi-
sion in 2011 and as the opening fi lm 
at the Toronto Jewish Film Festival in 
2012. She is a contributor to the books 
I am Jewish, edited by Judea and Ruth 
Pearl, and What Israel Means to Me, 
edited by Alan Dershowitz.

The event is sponsored by the TBS 
Men’s Club in conjunction with The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Man-
atee, Rudd International, The Mazur 
Family Foundation, and Edie and Da-
vid Chaifetz. Adult ti ckets are $10 and 
may be purchased in advance or at the 
door. Youth are free of charge. There 
will be free valet parking available. 
Contact the Temple Beth Sholom offi  ce 
at 941.955.-8121 to purchase tickets in 
advance. Doors open at 6:15 p.m. 
Rebecca Rothstein is the Program-
Communications Coordinator at Tem-
ple Beth Sholom.

Dr. Judy Feld Carr

The winter holidays fell six 
months after 18 of us returned 
from our life-changing Jewish 

Women’s Renaissance Project (JWRP) 
10-day trip to Israel. The Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee sent us 
because it believes in our destiny and 
desire to live by the teachings of the 
Torah, to model Jewish traditions to 
our children, and to embrace tikkun 
olam and tzedakah as part of our ev-
eryday lives.

So, it was our pleasure and honor 
to support JFCS Adopt a Family. Led 
by Mary Collier and Stacy Hanan, we 
sponsored eight families for the holi-
days, providing them with necessities 
such as clothes and shoes, and also 
candles, electronics, games, books, 
toys for the holidays, and gift certifi -
cates to favorite stores.

Shopping for these families cre-
ated a great opportunity for us to 
teach our own children many of the 
tenets of tzedakah. As our children are 
blessed to not want for anything, it’s 
sometimes hard for them to grasp that 

there are loving parents out there who 
don’t have the means to provide their 
own children with lots of gifts. We 
were able to remind our children that 
GIVING can fi ll our hearts even more 
than RECEIVING.

When our plane from Israel landed 
in sunny Sarasota this past summer, 
we were all renewed and felt a call-
ing in our hearts to spread our love of 
Judaism, raise awareness, and make 
a diff erence in our community, Israel 
and the world at large. This gesture of 
holiday giving is just the beginning of 
what’s to come from our group of lov-
ing Jewish mothers and leaders in our 
community. Almost every month we 
look forward to getting together with 
our JWRP sisters to learn and be in-
spired in new ways. As we closed our 
conversations in Israel, “Baruch Hash-
em!” We are blessed.

For more information about our 
Federation’s JWRP program, contact 
Gisele Pintchuck at gpintchuck@jfed
srq.org or 941.706.0029.

(Back row:) Simone Knego, Mary Collier, Sasha Rosin, Evie Bates, Elisa Cohen, Rachael Feldman, 
Julie Green, Lauren Kurnov, Alicia Zoller, Ilene Fox, (front row:) Debbie Sanford, Jill Malkin, 

Stacy Hanan, Elizabeth Spingler, Sepi Ackerman, Gisele Pintchuck

L U N C H E O N

Lion of  Judah
& Pomegranate

Tuesday, February 6, 2018

"Mr. Ben-Israel is  
the Manolo Blahnik  
of wedding cakes…”
–The New York Times

featuring  

Ron Ben-Israel
Michael’s On The Bay
at Selby Gardens, Sarasota, FL
11:30AM

To learn more about the Lion of Judah and Pomegranate divisions,  
please contact Ilene Fox at 941.343.2111 or ifox@jfedsrq.org

Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota jfedsrq.org/events

CO-CHAIRS: ANNE SPINDEL AND SUSI BENSON-STEENBARGER

© RBI Cakes
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“

Aly Raisman helps commemorate 
Federation’s 11th Women’s Day event
By Sandy Chase

Jewish women are the pillars of 
strength for our community and 
Israel.” – Steve Seidensticker, 

JFCS Board Chairman and Founder, 
Tableseide Restaurant Group, sponsor 
of Women’s Day

Aly Raisman embodies such a 
woman. The featured speaker at Wom-
en’s Day, she’s a two-time gold medal 
Olympian and captain of the gold med-
al U.S. Olympic gymnastics teams: 
The Fierce Five and The Final Five 
(2012 and 2016, respectively). 

Nicknamed Aly, Alexandra Rais-
man – the most decorated U.S. gym-
nast at the 2012 games and the fi rst 
American woman gymnast to win gold 
in the fl oor exercise – captivated mil-
lions during her silver medal perfor-
mance at the 2016 Games. Aly is the 
second most decorated American gym-
nast, winning six Olympic medals. 

Why has she reached the pinnacle 
of her profession? 

“Chalk” it up to:
  Dedication to gymnastics and her 

team
  Respect for Judaism and Israel
  A support system comprising her 

Bubbie and other family members 
and friends

  Fortitude
Her mom, a high-school gymnast, 

introduced Aly to gymnastics through 
“Mommy and Me” classes at 18 
months old. Aly began navigating her 
next steps – infl uenced by watching a 
1996 VHS Olympics video – repeat-
edly. The rest is history.

Gymnastics is synonymous with 
team for the Needham, Massachusetts, 
native. “We work hard; we cheer for each 
other; we’re doing everything we can...”

Aly’s unwavering dedication to Ju-
daism exemplifi es the strength of her 
Jewish heritage.

“She doesn’t whisper, ‘I’m Jew-
ish.’ On the 40th anniversary of the 
Munich Massacre, she twists, jumps, 
fl ies through the air, declaring with ev-
ery muscle in her strong body, ‘I am a 
strong Jewish woman and I own this 
event.’” – Rabbi Keith Stern, Temple 
Beth Avodah, Newton Centre, Massa-
chusetts

Quoted in The Forward, a Jewish-
American periodical, the rabbi had 
been referring to Aly’s gold-winning 
2012 fl oor performance set to “Hava 
Nagila.”

Aly showed her “mettle” when 
she dedicated that performance to the 
11 murdered Israeli Olympians, even 
though the International Olympic 

Committee chose not to in-
clude a minute of silence to 
honor their memory. 

When Women’s Day 
moderator Kate Alexan-
der (Associate Director at 
Large for the Florida Studio 
Theatre), asked why Aly 
chose the Israeli folksong, 
she said that her mother and 
coaches – Romanian couple 
Mihai and Sylvia Brestyan, 
who had coached the Israeli 
team – selected the folksong 
after several exhaustive 
late-night, online searches. 

For Aly, the song was ideal. “There 
aren’t too many Jewish elites,” refer-
ring to Olympians. “The song has al-
ways inspired audience participation.”

“Hava Nagila” and comments 
about the massacred athletes had en-
deared her to Jews worldwide. Aly has 
repeatedly demonstrated her pride as a 
Jew, whether lighting the torch at the 
19th Maccabiah games or receiving the 
Pearl D. Mazor Outstanding 
Female Jewish High School 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year 
Award.

Over 400 attendees at 
Michael’s On East were 
enthralled by this inspiring 
woman whose life’s song 
could be “Hava Nagila” be-
cause she has so many rea-
sons to rejoice.

Attendees also learned 
about Aly’s family life and 
support system. Aly and 
her siblings were very close 
to their Bubbie, who “al-
ways told us to get what 
you want in life.” Aly says 
she respected her Bubbie’s 
memory during the 2012 
and 2016 Olympics.

Even more important 
for Aly is that her parents 
have supported her deci-
sions, stressing that win-
ning isn’t everything. Their 
calming infl uences have 
helped her balance life – off  
and on the beam. Aly stress-
es that it’s most important to be a good 
person. 

Personifying fortitude, Aly has had 
to weather major storms – whether it’s 
overcoming physical pain or emotional 
trauma. But she continues to walk con-
fi dently across life’s bal-
ance beam. 

Displaying her stamina, 
she has mounted a campaign 
to protect our youth against 
pedophiles. Interviews, pre-
sentations and her recently 
published book, Fierce: 
How Competing for Myself 
Changed Everything, ex-
emplify her commitment to 
others as well, learning that 
hard times make you stron-
ger. “Everyone has a voice.” 

The Federation is in-
debted to the Women’s 
Day Committee chaired by 
Lauren Fineman and Emily 
Stroud.

Lauren refl ects: “It was reward-
ing to be part of this meaningful event. 
Aly is exceptional. A role model, she 
inspired the entire room from young to 
old.” 

Emily concurs: “Thanks to the 
hard work of so many wonderful peo-
ple. Aly is a class act. Hearing Aly’s 
and Julie Green’s (Federation board 
member) stories about courage and 
resolve was very poignant.”

Anne Spindel, Anne Garlington, Marcy Klein
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25 Years Experience
JIM'S BATHROOM GRAB BARS

CALL 941.626.4296
JimsGrabBars.com

Lic#123956 • Insured #VGMD1014G5136-1

BATHTUB & SHOWER
GRAB BARS 

INSTALLED
Don't wait to fall to call!

•  Lifting Depression & Anxiety
•  Trauma Impact Reduction
•  Eating Disorders
•  Teen/Parent Relationship Building
•  Couples Connection & Reasonable Endings
•  Returning Veteran Transitions

      Adults
    Adolescents 
    Individuals
              Couples 
                     Families

QUALITY  
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

941.315.8797 • 
CounselingServicesSarasota.com

AVerierLMHC@gmail.com

Andrea Verier  
M.A., M.S., LMHC

Nationally Board Certified, Licensed 
Mental Health Counselor #4082

1217 S. East Avenue, Suite 209 • Sarasota, FL

Adrea Sukin, Chloe Colburn, Michelle Colburn

Steve Seidensticker, Aly Raisman, Ian Black (photos courtesy Cliff  Roles)

Kate Alexander and Aly Raisman

Lauren Fineman, Aly Raisman, Emily Stroud

Aly Raisman with our next generation of Jewish leaders

Urology Treatment Center
BARZELL • BREGG • GREEN • CAREY • KAPLON

3325 S. Tamiami Trail Suite 200
Sarasota, FL 34239

5350 University Pkwy Suite 207
Sarasota, FL 34243

PH: 941.917.8488     FAX: 941.917.8475

WINSTON E. BARZELL, MD, FACS, FRCS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

KENNETH J. BREGG, MD, FACS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

JOSHUA T. GREEN, MD, FACS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

ROBERT I. CAREY, MD, PhD, FACS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

Fellowship trained in Robotic Surgery, Laparoscopy & Endourology

DANIEL M. KAPLON, MD, FACS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

Fellowship trained in Robotic Surgery, Laparoscopy & Endourology

urologytreatmentcenter.com A Division of 21st Century Oncology, LLC

 Co-Proprietors: Phil Mancini & Michael Klauber

Proudly Serving the Jewish 
Community with Kosher Catering

Aly is determined to take charge 
of her destiny – whether it’s pursuing 
a business degree, revisiting Israel, or 
joining her team for the 2020 Olym-
pics.

Whatever Aly chooses, she will 
continue being a champion.
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A series by Dr. Steven Derfl er
Editor’s note: The “Twice Promised 
Land and 100 Years War” series will 
continue over the next several issues 
of The Jewish News. This feature is 
included as part of our Federation’s 
year-long celebration of Israel @ 70.

The euphoria in the west of the 
Allied victory over the alliance 
of the Austro-Hungarian Em-

pire, Imperial Germany and Ottoman 
Turkey would allow the European vic-
tors a share of the spoils of war. As em-
pires were dismantled, another name 

for empire became 
fashionable – “The 
Mandate.”

A League of 
Nations mandate 
was a legal status 
for certain terri-
tories transferred 

from the control of one country to an-
other following World War I. With the 
newly created League of Nations lead-
ing the way, a systematic re-thinking 
of the geography of the Mideast took 
shape. In it, the British and French 
would enjoy territorial “occupation and 
rehabilitation.” The process of estab-
lishing the mandates consisted of two 
phases: 1) the formal removal of sover-
eignty of the state previously control-
ling the territory, and 2) the transfer of 
mandatory powers to individual states 
among the Allied Powers.

Palestine and Greater Mesopota-
mia were handed over to Britain while 
France was “given” Greater Syria. The 
division was mainly due to an internal 
arrangement between the French and 
British, the Sykes-Picot Agreement of 
1916. Almost immediately, residents 
of the various regions began demand-
ing that both France and Britain live 
up to their World War I promises, i.e. 
Hussein-McMahon and Balfour.

In the meantime, both the Jewish 
and Arab communities became more 
emboldened with the fall of the Turks. 
Yet a sense of cautious optimism about 
co-existence was still there. In 1919, 
Emir Feisal would issue the follow-
ing statement: “We Arabs... look with 
the deepest sympathy on the Zion-
ist movement. Our deputation here in 

Paris is fully acquainted 
with the proposals sub-
mitted yesterday by the 
Zionist Organisation to 
the Peace Conference, 
and we regard them as 
moderate and proper. We 
will do our best, in so far 
as we are concerned, to 
help them through; we will wish the 
Jews a most hearty welcome home... I 
look forward, and my people with me 
look forward, to a future in which we 
will help you and you will help us, so 
that the countries in which we are mu-
tually interested may once again take 
their places in the community of the 
civilised peoples of the world.”

However, his optimism was short-
lived. Increased Jewish emigration, 
which had been endorsed by the Brit-
ish and young Winston Churchill as 

Colonial Secretary for Egypt and the 
Mideast, was now being curtailed as in-
creasing Arab world opposition threat-
ened the relationship that England so 
desperately needed to maintain. The 
fi rst Palestinian National Conference 
in 1919 affi  rmed its opposition to the 
growing Jewish presence. Fuel would 
be added to the fi re as the blatantly 

anti-Semitic American 
King-Crane Commission 
of 1919 opposed the cre-
ation of a Jewish national 
home and overtly sup-
ported total Arab control 
of the area.

Buoyed by this sense 
of western support, the 

already tense situation would turn in-
creasingly violent, with a fi rst major 
outbreak seen in the Hevron riots of 
1929. The Jewish community of Hev-
ron, a couple of thousand years old, 
suff ered 133 dead and over 400 injured. 
The British were caught completely off  
guard. Their crackdown on the Pales-
tinian Arabs was swift and brutal. All 
it accomplished was to further infuriate 
the Arab world against both the “Angli-
si” and Palestinian Jewish population.

In attempting to seek a resolution 
to the violence, the British created a 
fact-fi nding mission. The end result in 
1930, under the auspices of Colonial 
Secretary Lord Passfi eld, would be 
a White Paper that would in essence 
totally dismiss the importance of the 
creation of a Jewish National Home 
– tacitly siding with the Arab world. 
Legal immigration would be slowed 
to appease the Arabs. Blame it on the 
British.
Dr. Steven Derfl er is an international 
educational consultant, public speaker, 
archaeologist, historian, researcher, 
teacher and writer. He has been uncov-
ering the histories of ancient civiliza-
tions for 40 years.

Dr. Steven Derfl er

Everything we do is focused on increasing our clients’ enjoyment of their wealth.

We help them redeploy their wealth to more efficiently  
sustain their lifestyles, so they can have more fun,  

help their families, and create a lasting impact on society.

www.wealthenjoyment.com
941.951.0443

We just happen to be  
a Wealth Advisory Practice.

S I M P L I C I T Y    n
    P R O S P E R I T Y    n

    C O N F I D E N C E

Bruce Udell
CLU, ChFC, MCEP, RFC
Chief Executive Officer

Jeremy Udell
CFP®, President

Chaim Weizmann and Emir Feisal
Lauren refl ects: “It was reward-

ing to be part of this meaningful event. 
Aly is exceptional. A role model, she 
inspired the entire room from young to 
old.” 

Emily concurs: “Thanks to the 
hard work of so many wonderful peo-
ple. Aly is a class act. Hearing Aly’s 
and Julie Green’s (Federation board 
member) stories about courage and 
resolve was very poignant.”

�ank you Sarasota for voting 
Lakehouse West Reader's Choice

Best Retirement Community &
Best Assisted Living

L a k e h o u s e  W e s t
R E T I R E M E N T  E S T A T E

L a k e h o u s e  W e s t
R E T I R E M E N T  E S T A T E

2017
(941) 923-7525

3435 Fox Run Road | Sarasota, FL 34231
www.lakehousewest.com

Lic.#AL5850
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The Send-a-Kid-to-Israel Program, which provides subsidies up to $2,500 for teens 
and young adults to travel to Israel, is part of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-

Manatee’s commitment to continuity and identity for our community. For more info, 
visit https://jfedsrq.org/what-we-do/skip or call Andrea Eiff ert at 941.552.6308.

Ramah Israel Seminar
By By Jacob Green

Last summer, I went on a trip 
with the Ramah Israel Seminar, 
during which 200 young teens 

traveled to Israel for six weeks and 
visited Poland for a week and a half. 
In Poland, we visited fi ve Holocaust 
death camps and work 
camps. I learned about 
the annihilation of Eu-
ropean communities 
during the Holocaust 
and the revivals of 
other communities in 
Poland. In Israel, we 
toured the entire coun-
try, from the Golan 
Heights down to Eilat. 
We visited historical 
sites and went on sev-
eral hikes. Even though 
I was only in Israel for six weeks, this 
trip has totally changed my life. 

Before I went to Israel, I never felt 
a special connection to the land that I 
am tied to by religion. But on the third 
day, that changed. That morning, we 
woke up at 4:00 a.m. to travel to Mount 
Arbel, a huge cliff  in the north near Ti-
berius, overlooking the Kinneret. My 
group prayed at the top of the cliff  as 
the sun rose, and we saw some of the 

best views I have ever seen in my life. 
After sunrise, we started our journey 
back down the cliff . We took the short 
path, which meant we climbed down 
the cliff . I can tell you, before that 
hike, I had a fear of heights and, after, 

there was not a trace of 
that old fear. We learned 
that thousands of years 
ago, people lived in the 
caves of the cliff , and 
we were able to climb 
down and go right next 
to some of those ancient 
caves. 

Trips to Israel are 
very expensive, espe-
cially trips that last al-
most eight weeks. The 
Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee helped me go on 
this trip by providing scholarship op-
portunities. I applied for the S.K.I.P. 
(Send a Kid to Israel Program) scholar-
ship. Thanks to The Federation, I was 
able to go on this once-in-a-lifetime 
trip to Israel. This summer was one of 
the best of my life, and I am defi nitely 
going back to Israel in the future.
Jacob Green is a senior at Pine View 
School.

Jacob Green

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

Einat Admony

L

Chef Einat Admony
DINNER

M
Monday, February 26, 2018

o

Z
An elegant twist is put on Israeli kibbutz-style dining as you enjoy  

a modern Israeli 3-course dinner (Kosher style) prepared by two-time  
Chopped winner, Chef Einat Admony, who will address guests  

at the start of each course, and meet with guests after each seating.  

t
TWO WAYS TO PURCHASE TICKETS 

Einat Admony

L

Chef Einat Admony
DINNER

M
Monday, February 26, 2018

o

THIS EVENT SPONSORED BY 07

DATE:
Monday,  

February 26

LOCATION:
Louies Modern,  
1289 N. Palm Ave., 

Sarasota

TWO SEATINGS:  
4:45 pm 
8:00 pm 

For more information, please contact Jessi Sheslow at 
941.343.2109 or jsheslow@jfedsrq.org

JOIN US FOR THIS  
SPECIAL ISRAEL@70 DINNER EVENT!

JFEDSRQ.org/Chef OR call Brieana at 941.552.6305

LEAD SPONSORS
Larry Greenspon & Mary Gratehouse

GOLD SPONSORS
Gerard Daniel
Bart & Joan Levenson
Betty Schoenbaum

SILVER SPONSORS
Bob Casper
Helen & Len Glaser
Judd Malkin & Katherine Chez

Hadassah & Martin Strobel
Ian Black Real Estate
Udell Associates

ISRAEL @70 SPONSORS

Chef Einat Admony

SEATING  IS LIMITED!$150pp  

FEDERATION TORCH SPONSORS
Edie & David Chaifetz Leon R. & Margaret M. Ellin 
 Robert & Esther Heller CRC Naiditch Family Foundation
Bunny & Mort Skirboll Lois Stulberg BRONZE SPONSORS  The Ackerman Group Anonymous Starling Group

S P O N S O R E D  B Y VISIT JFEDSRQ.ORG/ISRAEL70 FOR ALL DETAILS

 DATE ORGANIZATION EVENT NAME

Lecture: Raid on Entebbe

Education Day: Jewish Genetic Diseases

Shalom Shuk 70 – An Israeli Market Place

Israel Pub Night

Rescuing Syria’s Jews: Dr. Judy Feld Carr

A World of Jazz – Sarasota Jazz Festival

Remembering to Rejoicing: The Legacy of Anne Frank  
and the Miracle of Israel

Israel Heritage Celebration

Chabad of Venice & North Port

SaBra Hadassah

Jewish Congregation of Venice
 
Temple Emanu-El

Temple Beth Sholom

Jazz Club of Sarasota

Sarasota Jewish Chorale

 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida

 FEBRUARY 1  
 
 FEBRUARY 14
 
 FEBRUARY 18 

 FEBRUARY 24 

 FEBRUARY 25 
  MARCH 8 –10 
  
 MARCH 25  
 
  
 APRIL 15

Join Us!

Our Federation is proud to partner  

with area synagogues and organizations to help bring Israel @ 70 to Sarasota- 
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The Send-a-Kid-to-Israel Program, which provides subsidies up to $2,500 for teens 
and young adults to travel to Israel, is part of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-

Manatee’s commitment to continuity and identity for our community. For more info, 
visit https://jfedsrq.org/what-we-do/skip or call Andrea Eiff ert at 941.552.6308.

“20th Century Jewish Lyricists”
By Marden Paru, Dean, Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva  |  This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

For the fi rst half of the 20th cen-
tury, the popular music of 
America was created largely by 

Jewish composers (melody) and lyri-
cists (words). Tin Pan Alley, Broad-
way, the fi lm industry and the media 
were the motivators and customers of 
this artful “product.” Most prominent 
among the music creators were such 
Jews as Berlin, Rodgers, Hammerstein, 
the Gershwin brothers and many more.

It is interesting to note that many 
of these artists were from newly-ar-
rived Jewish immigrant families that 
landed in Ellis Island to get away from 
the pogroms and anti-Semitism of 19th

century Europe. They settled in New 
York City mostly in the tenements of 

the Lower East Side.
While a few families came with 

wealth, most suff ered from abject pov-
erty. In the Goldeneh Medina (Land of 
Gold), miraculously, many managed to 
attend New York colleges and univer-
sities. All began composing for New 
York publishers and most migrated to 
Hollywood when sound came to fi lm. 
That is where so many other Jewish 
immigrants went to create the fl edgling 
movie industry.

Within this context, and commenc-
ing on February 6, the Sarasota Lib-
eral Yeshiva is off ering an eight-week 
course entitled “20th Century Jewish 
Lyrists” on Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m. 
to noon. This course will present and 

analyze the works of major Jewish lyri-
cists such as Irving Berlin, Larry Hart, 
Ira Gershwin, E.Y. (Yip) Harburg, Leo 
Robin, Jay Livingston and others.

Harburg was blacklisted because 
of the so-called “socialist” content of 
his lyrics. Other notables ran into dif-
fi culties. But their contributions to mu-
sic are immortalized in popular tunes 
and melodies, many of which made it 
into the movies and on Broadway.

Yeshiva classes are held on The 
Federation Campus, 580 McIntosh 
Road, Sarasota. To enroll, please con-
tact me at 941.379.5655 or marden.
paru@gmail.com. 

Paul Roth will serve as visiting in-
structor. Paul Roth has a long history 

of presenting courses on popular music 
subjects in Florida and in Pittsburgh, 
where he lives seasonally. In 2018, he 
will be embarking on his fourteenth 
season of courses at Carnegie-Mellon 
University’s adult-ed (Osher) pro-
gram. Paul has presented similar ma-
terial on radio and TV in Washington, 
Pittsburgh and Sarasota, where he was 
declared a “Sarasota Treasure” in 2001 
by Downtown Sarasota magazine. He 
is a retired professor of Computer Sci-
ence at Virginia Tech.

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is a 
501(c)(3) non-profi t Institute of Adult 
Jewish Education, operating with a 
grant from The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee. All are welcome.

Firsthand account of the raid on Entebbe
This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

While Americans were cel-
ebrating the bicentennial 
on July 4, 1976, about 140 

Israeli commandos were undertaking 
one of the most daring missions in the 
history of the Israel Defense Forces: 
Operation Thunderbolt, a counter-
terrorist hostage-rescue assignment at 
Entebbe Airport in Uganda.

A week earlier, an Air France plane 
on its way from Tel Aviv had been hi-
jacked by two members of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
and two members of the German Revo-
lutionary CZ Cell. The plane was fl own 
to Libya and then to Uganda, where 
the hijackers and additional terrorists 
held the Israeli and Jewish passengers 
hostage at the airport along with the 
12-member fl ight crew. 

The Israeli government, after un-
successful negotiations, decided to 
send 140 commandos on a 2,500-mile 
journey to carry out a nighttime rescue 

operation that freed 106 hostages in 
90 minutes. Four hostages were killed 
as well as all the terrorists. Four Is-
raeli commandos were wounded and 
one, Lt. Col. Yonatan Netanyahu, was 
killed.

Sasson “Sassy” Reuven was there. 
Mr. Reuven was among the fi rst to 
jump out of the fi rst Hercules C-130 
aircraft that landed in Entebbe seven 
minutes ahead of three additional 
transport planes. What happened next, 
the heart of his adventure, is a story he 
reserves for live audiences.

His story is Israel’s story: of cour-
age, endurance, defi ance and a willing-
ness to sacrifi ce it all for the right to 
live in your homeland in freedom.

On Thursday, February 1 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Chabad of Venice Edu-
cation Center (21560 Angela Lane), 
Sassy Reuven will relate his fi rsthand 
account of that legendary operation. 
He will share his personal experience, 

step-by-step from the moment he was 
called to duty, including the prepara-
tion for the mission, landing in Uganda 
and completing the mission behind en-
emy lines.

His presentation is sponsored by 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-

Manatee. For tickets, visit www.chabad
ofvenice.com or call 941.493.2770.

Sassy will also speak at Chabad of 
Bradenton on Friday, February 2 with 
a full Shabbat dinner. To RSVP, visit 
www.chabadofbradenton.com or call 
941.752.3030.

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

SHALOM SHUK
A Market Place of Israeli Items and Jewish Deli Delights

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
at the 24th Annual JCV Jewish Food Festival

JEWISH CONGREGATION OF VENICE
600 N. Auburn Rd. Venice, FL 34292

941-484-2022

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 10 am to 4 pm
FREE Admission   FREE Parking   FREE Shuttle 
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Hershorin Schiff Community Day School 
signs lease extension with Temple Beth Sholom
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Your Tributes

HOLOCAUST 
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Werner Meier
Carol Meier

SKIP 
(Send a Kid to Israel)
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Alan Katz
Arlene and Danny Kates

NOTE: To be publicly acknowledged in 
The Jewish News, Honor Cards require a minimum 

$10 contribution per listing. You can send 
Honor Cards directly from www.jfedsrq.org. 

For more information, please call 941.552.6304.

In mid-December, the Hershorin 
Schiff  Community Day School 
signed a new multi-year lease ex-

tension with Temple Beth Sholom. 
This agreement assures continuity for 
school families and a vibrant Jewish 
presence – for all ages – on the cam-
pus, which is located on the corner of 
Tuttle Avenue and Bahia Vista Street in 
Sarasota. The Community Day School 
and the temple share the mission of 
educating kids Jewishly and providing 
them with meaningful Jewish experi-
ences.

Temple Beth Sholom, an egalitar-
ian Conservative Synagogue, is the 
oldest Jewish house of worship in the 
Sarasota area, having just celebrated its 
90th anniversary last January.

The Hershorin Schiff  Community 
Day School was originally established 
by Temple Beth Sholom in 1974 as a 
preschool program sharing Jewish tra-

ditions and customs with students of 
all faiths and backgrounds. The K-8th

grade Goldie Feldman Academy was 
founded in 1992 as an expansion of 
the Justin Lee Wiesner Preschool. In 
2015, with generous support from the 
Hershorin Schiff  Community Schools 
Foundation, the school incorporated as 
an independent community day school.

“We are thrilled to have signed the 
new lease with Temple Beth Sholom, 
which allows our campus planning and 
fundraising to continue without any 
disruption to our current program. We 
will continue to make improvements to 
current classrooms and outdoor spaces 
to enhance the learning options for our 
students,” said Community Day Head 
of School Dan Ceaser. “We are deeply 
respectful of our long and rich history 
with Temple Beth Sholom and grateful 
to the temple leadership for its contin-
ued warmth and accommodation for 

our school community as we explore 
our ‘campus of tomorrow’ initiative to 
accommodate our growth and expand-
ing needs.”

“With so many of our members 

dedicated to Jewish day school educa-
tion, we are pleased to maintain our 
relationship with Community Day 
School and work together as partners,” 
said Rabbi Michael Werbow.

Rob Katz, TBS Past Co-Presisdent; Emma Joels, TBS Past Co-Presisdent; 
Rachel Saltzberg, CDS Incoming Co-President; Dan Ceaser, CDS Head of School; 

David Chaifetz, TBS President; Rabbi Michael Werbow of TBS; Laura Hershorin, CDS President

     

OFFICE WAREHOUSE RETAIL

IANBLACK
R E A L E S T A T E
THE PLACE FOR SPACE

941.906.8688
www.ian-black.com

 A unique hands-on approach
 A dedicated & experienced team  
 Thorough market knowledge 
 Excellent reputation of success

•
•
•
•
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Fridays, 6:30 pm 
Saturdays, 9:00 am 
Shabbat Shaboom 
(for our children) 

Mondays, CLOSED 
Tuesday - Thursday, 9:00 am -5:00 pm 

Friday, 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

OFFICE HOURS 

IDELSON LIBRARY 

Open Tuesday 12:00 - 3:00 pm              
Wednesday & Thursday  

from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Friday, by appointment only 

 

For special appointments, please contact 
Hannah Puckhaber at 941-552-2785 or                

tbsjudaicashop@gmail.com 

JUDAICA SHOP HOURS 

IDELSON LIBRARY BOOK REVIEW 
Join us Wednesday, February 7, 1:15 pm 

as Harold Halpern reviews 
 

Herzl’s Vision:  Theodor Herzl & the Foundation 
of the Jewish State,  
by Shlomo Avineri.                                                         

MAH JONGG 
Every Tuesday, 12:00 - 3:00 pm  

in the Multi-Purpose Room. 

February 

 
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM 

1050 South Tuttle Avenue                 
Sarasota, FL 34237   

(941) 955-8121 
www.templebethsholomfl.org 

MINYAN 
Morning Minyan 

Sunday - Friday, 8:00 - 9:00 am 
Men’s Club Minyan  Breakfast 

Wednesday 9:00 am 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
◦A Cup of Joe and the Five Books 
of Mo: Tuesdays, February 6, 13, 20, 
27, 9:15 am - 10:15 am 
◦Yiddish Reading Circle: Tuesday, 
Feb. 2 & 20, 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
◦Chug Ivri (Advanced Hebrew Circle): 
every Thursday, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm 
◦Lunch & Learn: Critical Decisions 
w/ Al Treidel, Thursdays, 12-1:30 pm 
through February 22 

 

IDELSON LIBRARY  
FILM MATINEE SERIES 

 
Join us Thursday, February 15 

 
1:15 pm - 3:30 pm for the film 

Inventing our Life:  The Kibbutz Experiment 
 

Temple Beth Sholom goes to the Ranch! 
Friday, February 23, Service at 7:30 pm              

at The Windsor, 8220 Nature’s Way, Lakewood Ranch 
Services filled with Shabbat singing led by our 

Lakewood Ranch residents, Cantor Neil Newman 
and Cantor Aaron Marcus.  All are welcome! 

SHABBAT SERVICES 

, Service at 7:30 pm             

Youth Corner 
 

SKY ZONE 
Sunday, February 4 

Chalutzim:  2:00 - 3:00 pm   
Kadima:  3:00 - 4:00 pm 

 

YOM UNIVERSAL 
Sunday, February 18, 8:00 am - 9:00 pm  

USY & Kadima 
 

USY BOWLING 
Sunday, February 25, 12:00 - 2:00 pm 

 

MASK MAKING 
Sunday, February 25, 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Chalutzim & Kadima 

Men’s Club Breakfast Program 
February 4, 9:30 am - 11:00 am 

World Wide Wrap XVIII 
 Service, Breakfast, & Lecture 

We encourage our youth and their par-
ents to attend this great bonding  

experience. 
Youth are free! 

Adults $5, Open to all 

The Secret Rescue of the Syrian Jewish  
Community, the untold story with  

Dr. Judy Feld Carr 
Sunday, February 25, 7:00 pm 

 
$10 admission - free valet parking 

Doors open at 6:15 pm 

Guest Speaker Avner Avraham, Curator of 
the Exhibit,  

Operation Finale:  The Capture & Trial of  
Adolf Eichmann 

 
Wednesday, February 14, 7:00 - 9:00 pm 

 
Please register online at 

www.templebethsholomfl.org or  
call the TBS office at (941) 955-8121 

Sisterhood’s 8th Annual  
Fashion Show 

 
Wednesday, February 21, 12:00 pm 
Take off with Sophisticated Ladies as 

we celebrate Israel @ 70! 
$50/person - catered by Michael’s on 

East 

Freund Scholar in Residence Weekend presents Rabbi Dr. Danny Schiff 
February 9 & 10, 2018 

Friday, February 9 - Shabbat Dinner, 5:30 pm, followed by Shabbat Service with Rabbi Dr. Danny Schiff 
speaking at ~ 7:30 pm on the topic, “After Charlottesville: Assessing American Antisemitism”  

followed by Oneg  
Saturday, February 10 - Shabbat Service 9:00 am with Rabbi Dr. Danny Schiff speaking at ~ 11:15 am 
on the topic, “What’s So Jewish About Jewish Ethics?”- followed by Kiddish Luncheon ~ 11:45 am, 

and Shabbat Shmooze Q & A at ~ 12:45 pm 
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Board Certiied American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgeons
Podiatric Consultants for the Sarasota Ballet of Florida since 1994

Paul G. Yungst, DPM, DABFAS
              Robert Frimmel, DPM, DABFAS
       Craig Conti, DPM, DABFAS             

              Candice Kepich, DPM, DABFAS
             

Waldemere Medical Plaza
1921 Waldemere St, Ste 106

Sarasota, Fl  34239

941-917-6232
www.sarasotafootcarecenter.com

Beneva Square
7246 S. Beneva Rd.
Sarasota, Fl  34238

941-921-1458

Sarasota Foot Care Center, PA

“These we honor”
Your Tributes

NOTE: To be publicly acknowledged in 
The Jewish News, Honor Cards require a minimum 

$10 contribution per listing. You can send 
Honor Cards directly from www.jfedsrq.org. 

For more information, please call 941.552.6304.

dedicated to Jewish day school educa-
tion, we are pleased to maintain our 
relationship with Community Day 
School and work together as partners,” 
said Rabbi Michael Werbow.

“Pub Shalom” comes to Temple Emanu-El!
This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

In partnership with The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
and Israel @ 70, Temple Emanu-El 

is excited to host “Pub Shalom” – an 
Israeli-style pub night – on Saturday, 
February 24 at 6:00 p.m.

A celebration of Israeli culture as 
well as a great opportunity to relax and 
socialize Israeli-style, “Pub Shalom” 
will transform Temple Emanu-El’s 
Benderson Family Hall into a com-
fortable, welcoming pub featuring in-
novative decorations, food and drink 

stations, and a custom hand-built bar! 
The evening begins with sampling 
Israeli street food including falafel, 
shwarma, and chicken schnitzel sand-
wiches, plus Israeli beer and wine, 
while enjoying music, entertainment 
and games such as sheshbesh (back-
gammon) and Rummikub (which was 
invented in Israel!). 

At 7:15 p.m., team trivia with a 
bisel about Israel will commence – 
participants are welcome to come with 
their own team or join up with others

at the pub – followed by delicious des-
serts including homemade baklava 
cheesecake. Free on-site babysitting 
will be provided with an advance res-
ervation.

“Pub Shalom” is expertly chaired 
by Bob and Susan Meisel, and repre-
sents a unique partnership among The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
and Temple Emanu-El’s Brotherhood, 
Sisterhood and Israel Committee. 
Thanks to the generosity of The Fed-
eration, the cost for this event is only 

$18 per person with reservations by 
Wednesday, February 21, or $25 at the 
door. Reservations may be made online 
at www.jfedsrq.org/events or by mail-
ing names of guests and payment to 
Temple Emanu-El, Pub Shalom, 151 
McIntosh Road, Sarasota, FL 34232.

For more information, please con-
tact Bob Meisel at 585.797.4255 or 
bob.meisel@gmail.com. We can’t wait 
to welcome you to “Pub Shalom!”

Remembering to Rejoicing: a concert is born
By Ronnie Riceberg  |  This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

It all began with a chance conversa-
tion with Pieter Kohnstam, a Venice 
resident whose childhood babysit-

ter had been Anne Frank. Now a board 
member of the Anne Frank Center for 
Mutual Respect, he had been search-
ing for a way to honor his cherished 
friend with a musical event in Saraso-
ta. As president of the Sarasota Jewish 
Chorale, I had been contemplating a 
community-wide event to celebrate the 
chai birthday of our chorale, our 18th

year of singing together. Add into the 
mix the fact that this community was 
celebrating Israel’s 70th birthday this 
year, and I had my themes.

The Chorale recently went through 
a period of fl ux and we had fortunately 
hired the talented Sharon Greene to be 
our artistic director. Sharon and I sat 
down and created the program that is 
going to be presented to the community 
on Sunday, March 25. We envisioned a 
two-part concert with an intermission. 
The fi rst portion would be dedicated to 
the legacy of Anne Frank; a brilliant 
sequence of music with somber over-
tones supported by a slide show with 
both quotations from Anne Frank and 

visuals that would complement the 
libretto. Our second half would be joy-
ous and celebratory with songs like 
“Exodus” and “Jerusalem of Gold,” 
and would also be supplemented by 
visuals illustrating Israel’s accomplish-
ments over the past 70 years. Inter-
spersed would be moments of drama 
that I will not reveal in this article, but 
I promise you will not be disappointed. 
As Sharon likes to say, we have created 
a performance, not just a concert.

The plan was coming together! I 
knew I was traveling to Israel in Oc-
tober and would be able to collect 
images to project during the Israel 
segment. I submitted grant requests 
to various community organizations 
and fortunately received funding from 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee, the Sarasota Arts and Cul-
tural Alliance, and the Gulf Coast 
Foundation. We sought private donors 
and solicited ads. We scouted for avail-
able venues and booked Temple Beth 
Sholom for its accommodating and 
acoustically-sound facility, central 
location and proximate parking. We 
booked musicians to perform instru-

mental bits. Finally, we commissioned 
an original work from young composer 
Ari Sussman to commemorate our 18th

year and mandated that it be a celebra-
tory piece to honor Israel’s longevity to 
be premiered in our second half. 

With the help of our committee and 
board, and the hard work of our enthu-
siastic singers, this is all happening. On 
Sunday, March 25 at 4:00 p.m., we will 

bring this program to the community at 
Temple Beth Sholom, and I encourage 
you all to attend. Tickets can be ob-
tained online at sarasotajewishchorale.
org, by calling 941.355.8011, or from 
a board member. Tickets are $18 in ad-
vance and $20 at the door, purposely 
aff ordable because we want to make 
this concert available to all. A recep-
tion will follow the concert.

New Year.
New You.
New Patients!

Cosmetic and Clinical Dermatology | Skin Cancer Surgery
Injectables and Dermal Fillers | Skincare Products 

5911 N. Honore Ave., Ste. 210 • Sarasota, FL 34243 • 941.308.7546

Receive a Complimentary Skincare 
Product on Your First Visit!*

Celebrate the New Year with a personalized  
skincare treatment plan.

From routine skin care and natural-looking cosmetic 
enhancements to medical treatment for all skin 
conditions, our experienced, passionate team 
of certified professionals is dedicated to delivering 
the results you deserve.

Healthy, beautiful skin begins at SkinSmart. 
Contact us today.

Mention this ad when you call!

SarasotaDermatologist.com

*Important restrictions. See website for details. Complimentary product is limited to medical 
provider recommendation. Treatment must be scheduled and completed by February 28, 2018. 
This special may not be duplicated or copied. No cash value. No other discounts can be used 
or combined. Offer cannot be transferred. 
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Chabad of Sarasota 
celebrates 23rd Gala

Where does the soul go after it departs this world? 
Rohr Jewish Learning Institute’s course examines the soul and its journey 
through ancient and eye-opening Talmudic teachings.

Some questions are universal to 
the human experience. Is there 
life after death? What happens 

to the soul after we die? What is it like 
for those who have traveled over to the 
Great Beyond? These are but a few of 
the questions addressed in the newest 
course from the Rohr Jewish Learning 
Institute (JLI).

Beginning Tuesday, February 6, 
JLI will present “The Journey of the 
Soul,” the institute’s new six-session 
course.

Rabbi Sholom Schmerling of 
Chabad of Venice will conduct the 
course at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays at 
Chabad of Venice Education Center. 

“There’s a significant amount of 
confusion in the Jewish community 
about what happens to us when we 
die,” explained Rabbi Naftali Silber-
berg, the lead editor for the course 

from JLI’s headquarters in New York. 
“Many ideas that originate in other re-
ligions and belief systems have been 
popularized in the media and are taken 
for granted by unassuming Jews. In 
‘The Journey of the Soul,’ we clear up 
these misconceptions and introduce an 
authentically Jewish approach which is 
both surprising and refreshing.”

“The Journey of the Soul” provides 
spiritual insight into the soul’s journey 
through life, death and beyond, as well 
as ancient Jewish wisdom that sheds 
light on the philosophical, emotional 
and practical aspects of coping with 
death and mourning.

“Science knows very little about 
the soul and what happens to it post 
mortem,” said Rabbi Sholom. “It’s 
about what is truly valuable and mean-
ingful in life which is relevant to ev-
eryone, and many have expressed their 

curiosity to learn about the topic, so 
we’re expecting a good turnout.” 

Professor Sheldon Solomon of 
Skidmore College, who co-authored 
the book The Worm at the Core: On 
the Role of Death in Life, commented, 
“This course strikes me as a very fine 
juxtaposition of ancient theological 
wisdom with contemporary empirical 
science. My sense is that this will be an 
interesting and rewarding educational 
and personal experience.” 

Similar sentiments were expressed 
by other experts in the field, including 
Professor Jeff Greenberg of University 
of Arizona; Dr. Casey Skvorc from the 
National Institutes of Health; Pamela 
Blair, co-author of I Wasn’t Ready to 
Say Goodbye; and Bianca Nogrady, 
author of The End: The Human Expe-
rience of Death and others.

The course is being offered in 

joint sponsorship with the Washington 
School of Psychiatry, enabling medi-
cal and mental health professionals to 
earn up to 7.5 AMA, APA, CBBS and 
ASWB continuing education credits 
for their participation.

Like all previous JLI programs, 
“The Journey of the Soul” is designed 
to appeal to people at all levels of Jew-
ish knowledge, including those without 
any prior experience or background in 
Jewish learning. All JLI courses are 
open to the public, and attendees need 
not be affiliated with a particular syna-
gogue, temple or other house of wor-
ship.

Interested students may call 
941.493.2770 or visit www.chabad 
ofvenice.com for registration and other 
course-related information.

Chabad of Sarasota will honor 
Allie (aka Maish) Fraidowitz, 
a longstanding and staunch 

member, at its 23rd Annual Gala to be 
held on Tuesday, March 6 
at Michael’s On East. 

Although reluctant to 
be thrown into the spot-
light, Allie has made sig-
nificant and meaningful 
contributions to Chabad 
such as organizing the 
weekly Cafe’ Maish, bol-
stering the morning min-
yan, spearheading the 
morning Kibbitzer’s breakfast which  
is held daily following the morning 

minyan, and initiating a seasonal min-
cha service. 

It is our honor to recognize Allie for 
his altruism. Chairing the Gala are Dr. 

Shaya and Leah Suffin. 
The entertainment for the 
evening will be spectacu-
lar. Sarge, a well-known 
comedian, musician and 
entertainer, will be per-
forming. The cost for the 
dinner is $180 per person. 
To receive an invitation or 
to place an advertisement 
in the gala journal, call 

the Chabad office at 941.925.0770 or 
email info@chabadofsarasota.com.

Allie Fraidowitz

Call to artists: Celebrating 
Jewish Culture exhibit
Celebrating Jewish Culture seeks 

to showcase Jewish culture and 
the diversity that exists in Jew-

ish artistic expressions from Saturday, 
March 3 through Friday, April 13 at 
Peace Education and Action Center, 
525 Kumquat Court, Sarasota. 

The exhibit also aims to create a 
space where individuals can use the 
arts to talk about contemporary issues 
impacting American Jews. To this end, 
we are seeking visual arts pieces; craft 
pieces; poetic, written or spoken word 
pieces; and performance presentations 
(including music and dance) that speak 
about and/or lead to a deeper appre-
ciation and understanding of Jewish  

culture and communities.
To have your work considered for 

inclusion in this exhibit, please send 
jpgs, excerpts and/or clips of pieces, a 
short description of your submission, 
an artist résumé, and a bio to Fogarty 
villeArt@gmail.com by Friday, Febru-
ary 16. 

We will receive selected visual 
art pieces on Sunday, February 25 be-
tween 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

We are also looking for Jewish 
food and craft vendors. 

For more information, please con-
tact Arlene Sweeting at peacenter@
gmail.com or 941.545.5635.
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Eldergrow program at 
Aviva offers therapeutic 
connection to nature
As a top provider of Memory 

Care, Aviva- A Campus for 
Senior Life is no stranger to 

caring for those suff ering from demen-
tia or Alzheimer’s. While the diseases 
alone are diffi  cult, seeing our commu-
nity seniors lose their sense of purpose 
can sometimes be the most heartbreak-
ing. However, with a strong support 
system and innovative ideas, we can 
give these seniors new opportunities to 
experience.

Innovation is the idea behind 
Aviva’s newest initiative. In February 
2018, the community will become the 
3rd Florida facility to welcome the El-
dergrow program. To learn more, we 
sat down with Katherine Knowles, one 
of Eldergrow’s educators. 

Katherine, can you walk us 
through an Eldergrow session?

Eldergrow is centered around a 
mobile garden housing 100% non-tox-
ic and organic vegetation. The garden 
is used as a tool to engage residents, 
stimulating all fi ve of their senses. 
We start each session by exploring 
the garden. What do they smell, taste, 
see and feel? Then we 
will start asking ques-
tions. Questions about 
their past, their child-
hood, where they grew 
up. This creates an open 
dialogue of storytelling 
where residents feed off  
of each other stimulating 
memory. After that we 
move onto the gardening 
aspect. Residents become 
attached to the idea of accomplishing 
something, which we ensure that every 
session includes. Empowering them to 
take ownership of the health and well-
being of the garden is an essential ele-
ment of their growth. Lastly, we will 
end with a group class usually involv-
ing the plants in a diff erent way such as 
crafting or sometimes snacking! Each 
class is designed to help develop three 
main aspects such as motor skills, cog-
nitive skills, socialization and spatial 
awareness.

What are some common reac-
tions you have seen?

No two residents react the same 
way and each takes from the garden 
what they need. How-
ever, in every session I 
am always amazed by 
the socialization and joy 
that residents fi nd. The 
program is incredibly 
communal, pushing res-
idents to work together. 
While some may be hes-
itant at fi rst, eventually 
this socialization helps 
them come out of their 
shell and you can really 
see the joy in their faces. 
What I have found so 
special is that, because 
each class requires con-
centration, the residents 
are present in the mo-
ment. When residents 
are working on the gar-
den they are completely 
focused on the task at 
hand. For residents who 
are truly burdened by their disease, this 
might be the fi rst task they have been 
able to focus on and the fi rst time they 
feel present in years.

How do you encourage non-ver-
bal or low motor-function residents 
to participate?

Again, this comes back to the 
community aspect of the program. We 
make it very clear to residents early on 
that caring for the garden takes the en-
tire community. With that in mind we 
will often encourage residents who are 

higher-functioning to help those who 
are not. This is a valuable teaching mo-
ment. It gives us the ability to show 
residents that their community is just 
like the garden, a collection of many 
diff erent individuals each with their 
own needs and yet sharing one home. 

What are some examples of 
growth you have seen in residents?

I can give you an example from a 
few weeks ago. I was working at a fa-
cility where a female resident recently 
moved in. She was completely non-
verbal, hostile, refused to spend time 
around other residents, etc. When she 
fi rst saw the garden she refused to in-
teract. However, as time went on, we 
noticed her fi nding ways to sit closer 
and closer to the program. Then all of 
a sudden I watched as she reached out 
and motioned to a watering can. As she 
tended to the plants, we saw her smil-
ing and laughing for the fi rst time. Af-
terwards, when I complemented her on 
her craft, she thanked me and smiled. 
Now, each time I go back, this resident 
interacts with others, responds to my 
questions, and volunteers to care for 

the garden on weeks when we do not 
have programs. A complete change.

On a more personal note, how 
has the program impacted your life?

Every single day I feel this im-
mense sense of gratitude. To see these 
residents overcome such adversity and 
to see them care for something so gen-
tly is remarkable. Each session I feel 
like I am learning more about myself, 
because each session gives me the op-
portunity to see through the eyes of a 
resident. If you look through their eyes 
you begin to appreciate the beauty of 
the small things, the small wonders. 

Eldergrow off ers elders a thera-
peutic connection to nature through 

innovative subscription-based gar-
dening products and programming. 
For more information about Elder-
grow, email info@eldergrow.org, call 
203.444.3857 or visit www.eldergrow.
org.

Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life 
is more than just a community, it is a 
lifestyle. As Sarasota’s premier se-
nior rental community, we invite 
you to experience the possibilities! 
Visit www.avivaseniorlife.org or call 
941.225.8369 to schedule a tour. 

Advertorial

joint sponsorship with the Washington 
School of Psychiatry, enabling medi-
cal and mental health professionals to 
earn up to 7.5 AMA, APA, CBBS and 
ASWB continuing education credits 
for their participation.

Like all previous JLI programs, 
“The Journey of the Soul” is designed 
to appeal to people at all levels of Jew-
ish knowledge, including those without 
any prior experience or background in 
Jewish learning. All JLI courses are 
open to the public, and attendees need 
not be affi  liated with a particular syna-
gogue, temple or other house of wor-
ship.

Interested students may call 
941.493.2770 or visit www.chabad
ofvenice.com for registration and other 
course-related information.

Call to artists: Celebrating 
Jewish Culture exhibit

JCV women are making
a difference
Forty-seven women from the 

Jewish Congregation of Venice 
(JCV) worked together to create 

ten no-sew fl eece blankets as part of a 
service project at their annual Wom-
en’s Retreat in early November. Two 
Retreat committee members had fi rst 
traveled to The Federation Campus to 
learn how to make the blankets from 
National Council of Jewish Women 
members. 

The group of women wanted their 

brightly colored blankets to go to 
families in need and found the perfect 
match at Misión Peniel in Immokalee, 
Florida, which serves the farmworker 
community in the area. More than 90% 
of the nation’s tomatoes are harvested 
there during the winter season. 

September’s Hurricane Irma 
caused extensive damage to the Immo-
kalee area, and the farmworkers and 
their families were still in need of food, 

clothing and household goods. In addi-
tion to the blankets, the women at the 
Retreat were asked to donate money or 
other items from Misión Peniel’s Post-
Irma Donation Needs, Fall 2017 List. 

Just before Thanksgiving, four of 
the JCV women (Joan Attenberg, Liz 
Gellis, Carol Ann Margolis and Judy 
Rapaport) loaded up a car with all 
the blankets and donated items, and 
made their fi rst 90-mile journey to Im-
mokalee. The donated items were de-

livered to Ruth DeYoe, 
Mission Coordinator of 
Misión Peniel. She was 
delighted with the blan-
kets and all the much-
needed donated items. 
She informed the JCV 
group that the donated 
money would be used to 
buy sneakers instead of 
toys for the upcoming 
holiday season, and an-
other “seed” was planted. 
The JCV women returned 
to Venice and excitedly 
asked their neighbors and 
congregants of the Jewish 
Congregation of Venice 
for new sneakers (or mon-
ey to buy them). 

With a generous re-
sponse of donated sneak-

ers, clothing and funds 
in hand, the JCV 
women loaded up an-
other car on Decem-
ber 20 and headed to 
Misión Peniel. Ruth 
DeYoe shared a beau-
tiful photo of a mother 
and son who recently 
received one of the 
women’s Retreat blan-
kets, confi rming how 
much the blankets 
were appreciated. The 
JCV women spent 
a few hours sorting 
sneakers into sizes and 
quickly realized on the 

eighth and very last day of Chanukah, 
the gift of giving was the best present 
for the JCV women!

The JCV women will continue 
their work with Misión Peniel. 

For information on the Jewish 
Congregation of Venice, please email 
jcvenice2@gmail.com. For informa-
tion on Misión Peniel, email Ruth 
DeYoe at ruthdeyoe@gmail.com.

Liz Gellis, Joan Attenberg, Carol Ann Margolis, Judy Rapaport

Judy Rapaport, Liz Gellis, Carol Ann Margolis, Joan Attenberg
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Stay up-to-date on:
• Events
• News
• Opportunities

in the Sarasota-
Manatee Jewish 
Community

DON’T MISS OUT!
Registering for The Jewish Federation’s weekly email newsletter 
means you won’t miss out on important community information.  
Get updated EVERY Thursday!

Sign up at JFEDSRQ.org
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For some, the mention of a be-
reavement support group un-
doubtedly engenders trepidation 

because they perceive an experience 
wrought with emotion and tears. They 
assume there will be unsettling vulner-
ability and exposure in the company of 

people they don’t 
know. However, 
this impression 
is, decidedly, not 
the reality.

Yes, there can
be expressions of
deep pain and sor-
row, but just as 
often there is gra-

titude, appreciation and laughter. To 
share with those who have also lost 
loved ones is a source of comfort. 
Exchanging memories and anecdotes 

fosters a healing eff ect. The support 
and insights that are off ered prompt 
resilience and possibility. 

We can be inclined to view diffi  -
cult times in our lives with such a nar-
row focus that feelings of regret, blame 
and self-reproach can be unreasonably 
perpetuated. Discussion around the be-
reavement support group table enables 
a reframing of viewpoint that allows 
understanding from fresh, helpful per-
spectives. Therefore, a willingness to 
examine one’s grief inevitably spurs 
valuable learning and personal growth. 

JFCS’s next bereavement support 
group begins on Monday, February 12 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the agency’s 
Fruitville Road location. Running for 
six weekly sessions until March 19, the 
group will explore how loss impacts us, 
gain coping skills, and examine poten-

tial changes in relationships between 
friends and among family member in 
the wake of loss. Other topics, depend-
ing on the interests of group members, 
will also be addressed. A nice bond is 
formed in the group, often resulting in 
new friendships.

The cost is $36. Pre-registration 
is required. For more information 
and to register, please contact the 
Jewish Healing Program at JFCS at 
941.366.2224 x166. The Bereavement 
Support Group is sponsored, in part, by 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee.
Rabbi Jonathan R Katz serves as a 
Community Chaplain and Director 
of JFCS’s Jewish Healing Program, 
a partnership between The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and 
JFCS of the Suncoast.

Rabbi Jonathan R Katz

JFCS bereavement support group
By Rabbi Jonathan R Katz  |  This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Temple Emanu-El welcomes Dr. Lance Sussman 
as Scholar-in-Residence
Temple Emanu-El is honored to 

welcome Dr. Lance Sussman 
as this year’s Scholar-in-Res-

idence on Friday, February 9 at 7:15 
p.m. and Saturday, February 10 at 10:00 
a.m. The community is warmly invited 
to learn from this nationally-renowned 
historian and professor, whose presen-
tations are generously underwritten by 
the Peck Scholar Fund, Opher Scholar 
Fund, and Arny and Dee Kaplan.

The Senior Rabbi of Congregation 
Keneseth Israel and a dynamic author 
and lecturer, Rabbi Sussman has pub-
lished and edited numerous books and 

Sheila Birnbaum: driving tikkun olam 
throughout our community
By Sandy Chase

The acronym DRIVE is Sheila 
Birnbaum’s mantra:
Dreams
Resolve
Initiative
Volunteer of the Year 
Enthusiasm

DRIVE, an integral part of a JFCS 
campaign running February 1 through 
March 31, entitled “Take a Look – Buy 
a Book,” resumes this year. Last year’s 
crusade amassed over 2,250 books – 
exceeding the 450-book goal. 

Spearheading her initiative for pre-
K through 5th graders, Sheila says, “A 
gift of a new book helps at-risk youths 
learn to read.”

For Sheila, dignity is derived from 
owning and sharing books. She asks 
that we reach out to friends, family and 
club members to donate to this drive. 

Andria Bilan, JFCS ex-VP of 
Development, emphasizes Sheila’s 
trademark of turning dreams into real-
ity through her commitment to tikkun 
olam (repairing the world), JFCS’s cor-
nerstone.

Toby Kline, another supporter of 
Sheila’s endeavors, says “Sheila plants 

a seed and harvests a garden for the 
community.”

Blooming in that garden have been 
initiatives for veterans, seniors and 
families who have received books, 
clothing and household items. Pajama 
Game and Sock-It-To-Us sprouted af-
ter dedicated cultivation 
– all attributed to Sheila’s 
resolve.

Since moving from 
Princeton, New Jersey, she 
has also been a member of 
The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee’s Teen 
Travel Scholarship Commit-
tee, and board member for 
the Jewish Housing Coun-
cil Foundation, co-chairing 
and planning Keeping the 
Dream Alive, safeguarding 
housing security at Aviva.

During her noteworthy 
healthcare career, Sheila has 
also won numerous awards 
as volunteer, writer, ad-
vocate or educator – with 
patient advocacy always 
paramount. 

Sheila’s philosophy drives her en-
thusiasm: “A life without cause is a life 
without eff ect.”

To support the “Take a Look – Buy 
a Book” campaign, drop off  new books 
to JFCS of the Suncoast, 2688 Fruit-
ville Road, Sarasota.
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BEGINNING
LEARN-TO-SWIM
CLASS FOR ADULTS

Eight Classes. Warm Water. No Fear.

 FOR ADULTS

OVERCOME
Fear of Water 
the Fun Way

Eight Classes. Warm Water. No Fear.m Water. No Fear.m

Jan. 29 to Feb. 2, 2018
Lido Beach

April 23-27, 2018
Miracle Swimming Pool, Sarasota

Registration Required
Call 941.921.6420
MiracleSwimming.org

Jewish Federation Miracle Swimming Half Nov 30.pdf   1   11/30/17   9:48 PM

	
	
	
	
	

Dr. Julian Achim 
Clinical Psychologist 
Florida License: PY9572 
Tel: 941-451-1122 

Psychological Testing 
• Intellectual	&	Achievement		

testing	for	Gifted	or	LD	Education	
• ADHD,	Depression,	Bipolar,	OCD		
• Personality	Testing	(MMPI,	MCMI)	
• Neuropsychological	Testing	
Psychotherapy 
• Individual,	Couples,	Family	
• Child	and	Adolescent	
• Alcohol,	Drugs,	and	Addictions	

Dr.	Julian.	Achim@gmail.com	
www.VeniceClinic.com	

871	Venetia	Bay	Blvd,	Ste	370,	Venice,	FL	

PSYCHOLOGIST 
 

• Companions
• Home Health Aides
• Transport
• RN Supervision
• CNA Services
• Doctor Visits

All Heart 
Senior Care, LLC

www.allheartseniorcare.com 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee Counties

Call 24 hours a day
941-954-6565

Private Duty Home Health
24 hour care available

“Your home is where our hearts are”

Homemaker & Companion License 230910 

MOVING?
Be sure THE JEWISH NEWS follows you to your new home.
Send your new address to Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0

Sheila Birnbaum

Read the current 
and previous editions 

of The Jewish News 
at www.jfedsrq.org.
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JFCS bereavement support group
By Rabbi Jonathan R Katz  |  This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Temple Emanu-El welcomes Dr. Lance Sussman 
as Scholar-in-Residence
Temple Emanu-El is honored to 

welcome Dr. Lance Sussman 
as this year’s Scholar-in-Res-

idence on Friday, February 9 at 7:15 
p.m. and Saturday, February 10 at 10:00 
a.m. The community is warmly invited 
to learn from this nationally-renowned 
historian and professor, whose presen-
tations are generously underwritten by 
the Peck Scholar Fund, Opher Scholar 
Fund, and Arny and Dee Kaplan.

The Senior Rabbi of Congregation 
Keneseth Israel and a dynamic author 
and lecturer, Rabbi Sussman has pub-
lished and edited numerous books and 

articles. He serves as President of the 
Association for Progressive Judaism 
and a Trustee of the Katz 
Center at the University of 
Pennsylvania and the Amer-
ican Jewish Historical Soci-
ety, and is an active member 
of the Academic Advisory 
and Editorial Board of the 
American Jewish Archives. 

Previously, Rabbi Suss-
man served as Chair of Jew-
ish Studies Department at Binghamton 
University-SUNY and taught at He-
brew Union College, Rutgers Univer-

sity, Temple University and Princeton 
University.

On Friday evening, Dr. 
Sussman will join Temple 
Emanu-El Rabbis Brenner 
Glickman and Michael She-
frin on the bimah and speak 
about “Teddy Roosevelt 
and His Special Regard for 
Jews.” His Saturday morn-
ing presentation is titled 
“How Lox Became Jewish: 

The History of the American Jewish 
Deli.”

“Lance Sussman is a star in the 
fi eld of American Jewish history,” com-
mented Rabbi Glickman. He brings so 
much passion you cannot help but get 
excited about whatever topic he is dig-
ging into. He has a love for learning 
and teaching, and it is contagious.”

Temple Emanu-El’s Scholar-in-
Residence committee is ably chaired 
by Wendy Barnet, and includes Larry 
Barnet, Arny Kaplan, Renee Gold, 
Ethel Gross, Philip Meltzer, Wendy 
Wicks and Rabbi Glickman. For more 
information, call 941.371.2788.

Dr. Lance Sussman

Sheila Birnbaum: driving tikkun olam 
throughout our community
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Pope Pius XII speaker 
at FGCU Holocaust Center
On Monday, February 12, the 

Center for Judaic, Holocaust, 
and Genocide Studies at Flor-

ida Gulf Coast University will host 
Professor Michael Dickerman from 
Stockton University, New Jersey. The 
event will take place in the Cohen Cen-
ter, room CC 213, between 10:30 a.m. 
and noon.

Professor Dickerman’s topic will 
focus on the controversial 1963 play 
The Deputy by Rolf Hochhuth. When 
the play premiered it set off  a storm of 
controversy that continues to this day. 
The play – often met by demonstrations 
and riots wherever it was produced – 
portrays Pope Pius XII as a moral fail-
ure who turned his back on the Jews 
during the Holocaust. The play asks 
why it was that Pius XII never men-
tioned the Jews in any of his many pro-
nouncements during the years of the 
Holocaust, never denounced Hitler for 
the Final Solution, and never ordered 
Catholics worldwide to oppose the 
Nazi regime, this despite the fact that 

he had full knowledge that Jews were 
being exterminated by the thousands 
for each hour he remained silent.

This lecture will summarize the 
play, show excerpts from a fi lm that 
was based on it, and use it to frame the 
questions: Did Pope Pius XII do all that 
he could have and should have done 
for the Jews during the Holocaust? If 
not, why not?

All FGCU students, faculty and 
staff  are welcome to attend. Outside 
guests are also invited, to join with the 
FGCU community in learning about 
this remarkable story. The event is free; 
no registration or RSVP is necessary. 
Those coming from outside should ob-
tain a parking permit from the Welcome 
Kiosk at the university entrance off  Ben 
Hill Griffi  n Pkwy. FGCU is located at 
10501 FGCU Blvd., Fort Myers.

For further details, please contact 
the Center Director, Dr. Paul Bartrop 
(pbartrop@fgcu.edu), or the Associate 
Director, Jessica Evers (jevers@fgcu.
edu).

FOR A PRIVATE CONSULTATION, CALL OR EMAIL
nkobritz@youthfulaging.net
Sarasota:  941.925.9532
Longboat Key: 941.706.2695
youthfulaging.net  License 299991326

INTEGRATING BRAIN HEALTH  
INTO QUALITY HOME CARE

I mproving quality of life in people with dementia involves 
more than day-to-day care—it requires medically-based 
methods to maintain cognitive function. 

MEET NICCI KOBRITZ

It’s worth the call!

25
14

74

YOUTHFUL
AGING Home

Health

discover...
      new way to care forA

Comprehensive Dermatology
Skin Cancer Detection
Mohs Skin Cancer Surgery
Cosmetic and Laser Services
Medical Spa Treatments

your skin

8451 Shade Avenue, Suite 205 
Sarasota, FL 34243

941-417-4104

www.upderm.com

David S. Sax, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Carlee LaPensee, ARNP

Major Gifts Dinner 
An Evening Celebrating Rich Bergman

For more information, please contact Gisele Pintchuck  
at 941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

A minimum household gift of $6,000 to the Federation’s  
2018 development efforts is required.

SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2018
4:30 – 6:45 pm
Lee Wetherington Boys & Girls Club 
3100 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota

join us for 

For more information, please contact Gisele Pintchuck For more information, please contact Gisele Pintchuck 
at 941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.orgat 941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

A minimum household gift of $6,000 to the Federation’s 

rich bergman

presented by

Couvert will include VIP seating for the 
Happy Birthday Israel event at Robarts 
Arena immediately following dinner.

In celebration of Israel’s 70th anniversary  
of statehood, we are delighted to toast  

(and ROAST!) the one and only Rich 
Bergman for his lifelong dedication to 
supporting Israel through education, 
advocacy and missions. His love for Israel 
and the Jewish people is evident in all 
he does — as a community leader, a tour 
guide, a colleague, a friend, and most 
importantly, as a loving and supportive 
husband, father and grandpa.

CO-CHAIRS

EDIE CHAIFETZ  |  HELEN GLASER

IRENE ROSS  |  BUNNY SKIRBOLL
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International Holocaust Remembrance Day

“Fluid Dance” at Temple Emanu-El

                  
ANNUAL

MARCH 
16-21 
2015

For tickets call  
866.465.3995 

For film descriptions and screening  
times visit jfedsrq.org/jff18

CLOSING NIGHT   

MARCH 8-18, 2018

OPENING NIGHT  

TICKETS ON SALE MID FEBRUARY 2018

Naiditch Family Foundation

SPONSORED BY

TO BECOME A SPONSOR,
contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113

We are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up of twelve truly 
outstanding and diverse films that will excite, enlighten and provoke 

you, our audience. This year, the JFF will celebrate Israel @ 70 by screen-
ing films that explore the creation of the State of Israel and modern life in 
Israel today.

Our Opening Night screening will feature the Southwest Florida premiere 
of Ben-Gurion, Epilogue, and we are honored to welcome the film’s direc-
tor, producer and scriptwriter, Yariv Mozer, to Sarasota-Manatee as our 
special guest.

Our Closing Event will feature the classic film, Exodus with 
an Israeli meal served during the intermission. Produced and 
directed by Otto Preminger, Exodus is a screen adaptation of 
the best-selling novel by Leon Uris. 

LEAD SPONSOR

MEDIA SPONSORS

07

OPENING NIGHT SPONSOR
JOEL AND GAIL MORGANROTH

This project is sponsored in part by the Department of State,  
Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council of Arts and Culture.

FEDERATION TORCH SPONSORS
EDIE AND DAVID CHAIFETZ 

LEON R. AND MARGARET M. ELLIN  
ROBERT AND ESTHER HELLER  

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE  
 NAIDITCH FAMILY FOUNDATION 

BUNNY AND MORT SKIRBOLL  | LOIS STULBERG

Tickets available at  
jfedsrq.org/jff18
or  866.465.3995

A QUIET HEART

A HEARTBEAT AWAY

AMOR

AN ISRAELI LOVE STORY

BEN GURION, EPILOGUE

BETWEEN WORLDS

EXODUS

IN BETWEEN

MR. PREDICTABLE

OPERATION WEDDING

THE WEDDING PLAN

THE WOMEN’S BALCONY

e are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up ofe are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up of twelve truly 

CO-CHAIRS
FRAN BRAVERMAN AND EVANS TILLES

JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL FOUNDER  
AND HONORARY CHAIR 

ROZ GOLDBERG

TWELVE GREAT 
ISRAELI FILMS!

                 9TH ANNUAL • CELEBRATING ISRAEL @ 70

SILVER SPONSORS
SHELLY AND SY GOLDBLATT
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Jewish Happenings
International Holocaust Remembrance Day

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee invites you to join us as 
we commemorate International Holocaust Remembrance Day. The event 
is free and open to the entire community. This year’s program honors the 
Italian community with special guest speakers Consulate General of Italy 
Gloria Bellelli and Roberto Mei. The event chair is Rabbi Barbara Aiello. 
There will be performances by members of the Sarasota Orchestra and 
the Sarasota Opera. The event takes place from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church, 104 S. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota. RSVP required. 
Please contact Brieana Duckett-Graves at 941.552.6305 or bdgraves@
jfedsrq.org.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28

“Fluid Dance” at Temple Emanu-El
Linda Joff e presents a special morning of “Fluid Dance.” Invigorating both 
physically and spiritually, this is a fun, free-fl owing series designed to re-
lease stress, invite creativity and tap into natural rhythms. The class is 
especially good for anyone who is experiencing tension and stiff ness and 
wants to explore a gentle way of bringing free fl ow back into the body, 
especially the joints! Another session will be held Thursday, February 
15. All are welcome to this free class at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 
151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more information, call Linda Joff e at 
941.376-5162.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1

Women of Sinai luncheon and program
Temple Sinai’s Women of Sinai welcomes the community to a luncheon 
featuring Marsha Panucci, noted philanthropist and founder of Donte’s 
Den. Her TV program is called Animal Outtakes. Join us at noon at Temple 
Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter from Proctor Road 
only, between Beneva and Swift). For more information, contact Patty 
Schreiber at the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

Lecture on early Christianity
Temple Beth Israel’s Rabbi Michael B. Eisenstat Miniversity will feature 
Dr. Steven Derfl er, who will discuss early Christianity at 2:00 p.m. on 
Thursdays, February 1 and 8 at 567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key. 
Lectures are free to TBI members and $10 for nonmembers with advance 
reservations, or $15 at the door. Please call the TBI offi  ce at 941.383.3428 
or visit www.tbi-lbk.org for more information or to make reservations.

Raid on Entebbe
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Sasson (Sassy) Reuven was born and raised in Beer Sheva, Israel, and 
joined the IDF (Israel Defense Forces) in 1973. Sassy from the IDF Elite 
Commando Unit will tell the miraculous story of the hijacking, battle for, 
and rescue of Air France fl ight 139 from Entebbe, Uganda, in 1976 and its 
relevant message to us in 2017. This event is co-sponsored by The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. The presentation takes place at both 
3:00 and 7:00 p.m. at the Chabad Education Center, 21560 Angela Lane, 
Venice. For tickets, call Chaya Rivka Schmerling 941.493.2770 or visit 
www.chabadofvenice.com.

The Bible in its Global Environment
Join Dr. Rachel Dulin in Aviva’s new Kretzmer Center for a look at the 
complicated relationship between the stories of the Bible and the real-
world laws and customs of the Ancient World. How can we use a source 
like the Bible to provide historians with historical information regarding 
law, politics, theology, even art? This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at 
Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. For 
more information or to register, please call 941.757.8520.

Rosh Chodesh Society course
All women are invited to join Chabad of SRQ’s Rosh Chodesh Society 
class entitled “Pause & Aff ect.” This month’s segment, entitled “Divine 
Delights,” will explore the connection between Shabbat, which is seem-
ingly a spiritual day, and eating and enjoying physical pleasures. Refresh-
ments will be served. The event begins at 7:15 p.m. at Chabad of Sarasota, 
7700 Beneva Road. For assistance with underwriting this course, appre-
ciation is extended to Anne Stein. Cost: free for Rebbetzin Circle, $10 for 
members, $12 for nonmembers. Anyone joining N’shei Chabad Women’s 
Rosh Chodesh Society class for the fi rst time is our guest at no charge. 
For more information or to RSVP, call Sara Steinmetz at 941.925.0770 or 
email NCWSarasota@gmail.com.

Friendly 
but 
serious 
game!

Do you play???
Thursdays / 12pm to 4ish
Jerusalem room, Federation Campus  
582 mCintosh road

$5 pie.

Contact Marilyn Oslander
941.951.2029
marasota@yahoo.com

ederation Campus

Contact Marilyn Oslander

Seasoned 

Bridge... Anyone?
The Bridge Group meets Thursday  

afternoons from 1:00–4:00 pm  
on the Federation Campus  

(582 McIntosh Road).   
Open to intermediate  

and advanced bridge players.  
For more information,  

call Bob Satnick
at 941.538.3739

Thursdays / 12pm to 4ish
Jerusalem Room, Federation Campus 

(582 McIntosh Road)
$5 pie.  

Friendly but serious game!
Contact Marilyn Oslander

941.951.2029
marasota@yahoo.com

Jewish National Fund Sarasota 

Guardian of Israel
Award Luncheon

HONORING

Edie and David Chaifetz
FEATURING GUEST SPEAKER

Russell F. Robinson
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, JEWISH NATIONAL FUND

Wednesday, February 28, 2018 
11:30 am

Temple Beth Sholom
1050 South Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL

RSVP by February 22, 2018 at jnf.org/sarasotagoi

CHAIRS

Helen & Len Glaser
Toby & Noel Siegel

jnf.org ∙ 800.JNF.0099

For sponsorship opportunites or more information:

Marcy Friedland, Senior Campaign Executive,
Southwest Florida at mfriedland@jnf.org

or 941.217.7400

                  
ANNUAL

MARCH 
16-21 
2015

For tickets call  
866.465.3995 

For film descriptions and screening  
times visit jfedsrq.org/jff18

CLOSING NIGHT   

MARCH 8-18, 2018

OPENING NIGHT  

TICKETS ON SALE MID FEBRUARY 2018

Naiditch Family Foundation

SPONSORED BY

TO BECOME A SPONSOR,
contact Jeremy Lisitza at 941.343.2113

We are exceedingly proud to present a premiere line-up of twelve truly 
outstanding and diverse films that will excite, enlighten and provoke 

you, our audience. This year, the JFF will celebrate Israel @ 70 by screen-
ing films that explore the creation of the State of Israel and modern life in 
Israel today.

Our Opening Night screening will feature the Southwest Florida premiere 
of Ben-Gurion, Epilogue, and we are honored to welcome the film’s direc-
tor, producer and scriptwriter, Yariv Mozer, to Sarasota-Manatee as our 
special guest.

Our Closing Event will feature the classic film, Exodus with 
an Israeli meal served during the intermission. Produced and 
directed by Otto Preminger, Exodus is a screen adaptation of 
the best-selling novel by Leon Uris. 

LEAD SPONSOR

MEDIA SPONSORS

07

OPENING NIGHT SPONSOR
JOEL AND GAIL MORGANROTH

This project is sponsored in part by the Department of State,  
Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council of Arts and Culture.

FEDERATION TORCH SPONSORS
EDIE AND DAVID CHAIFETZ 

LEON R. AND MARGARET M. ELLIN  
ROBERT AND ESTHER HELLER  

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE  
 NAIDITCH FAMILY FOUNDATION 

BUNNY AND MORT SKIRBOLL  | LOIS STULBERG

Tickets available at  
jfedsrq.org/jff18
or  866.465.3995

A QUIET HEART

A HEARTBEAT AWAY

AMOR

AN ISRAELI LOVE STORY

BEN GURION, EPILOGUE

BETWEEN WORLDS

EXODUS

IN BETWEEN

MR. PREDICTABLE

OPERATION WEDDING

THE WEDDING PLAN

THE WOMEN’S BALCONY

CO-CHAIRS
FRAN BRAVERMAN AND EVANS TILLES

JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL FOUNDER  
AND HONORARY CHAIR 

ROZ GOLDBERG

TWELVE GREAT 
ISRAELI FILMS!

                 9TH ANNUAL • CELEBRATING ISRAEL @ 70

SILVER SPONSORS
SHELLY AND SY GOLDBLATT
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NCJW lunch and learn program
The National Council of Jewish Women has been invited to the Roskamp 
Institute for a lunch and learn program. Roskamp Institute is the premiere 
cognitive and memory institute in the Sarasota and Tampa Bay area. The 
Clinic is located on the Roskamp Campus, 2040 Whitfi eld Ave., Sarasota. 
The tour is from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Lunch will be at a nearby restau-
rant. No cost for the tour. Cost for lunch is to be determined. To RSVP and 
for further information, email Karen Pariser at karenpariser@verizon.net.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2

“Prime Ministers of Israel”
Unlike the leaders of most countries, many of Israel’s Prime Ministers, 
whose service began in only 1948, are known throughout the world. This 
course will explore in detail the lives and times of David Ben-Gurion, 
Golda Meier, Menachem Begin and Benjamin Netanyahu, who success-
fully led Israel through its greatest moments of crises and triumph. Watch 
original footage of Israel’s leaders taking life-and-death actions to protect 
Israeli lives and those of the entire Jewish people. Join us at 10:30 a.m. on 
Fridays, February 2, 9, 16 and 23 at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road 
West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult per class; $5 per student; healthy 
foods and discussion materials included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman 
at 941.313.9239.

Rhythm & Jews Erev Shabbat Worship Service
Join Rabbi Michael Churgel and Chazzan Cliff  Abramson for our Rhythm 
& Jews Shabbat Worship Service and hear the Bruno Family Musicians 
as they join in for an uplifting service with a variety of traditional, Israeli, 
Sephardic and Chassidic melodies. The service begins at 6:00 p.m., 
preceded by a Welcome Reception at 5:15 p.m., at Temple Sinai, 4631 
South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter off  of Proctor Road only, 
between Beneva and Swift). For more information, call the temple offi  ce 
at 941.924.1802 or email offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

Shabbat dinner with Sassy Reuven
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us for an exclusive evening with Elite IDF Commander Sassy Reuven 
as he shares fi rsthand accounts of how Israel pulled off  the greatest hostage 
rescue in history. A fruit-infused Tu B’Shevat-themed Shabbat dinner will 
be served. The event, sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee, begins at 7:00 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, 
Bradenton. Cost: $25. For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet 
at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Friday Night Live for teens in grades 7-12
CTeen at Chabad of Sarasota is starting a new monthly initiative – Friday 
Night Live. It will take place on the fi rst Friday of every month. The teens 
will join the congregation for the short Shabbat service, which will be 
followed by a special teen Oneg Shabbat. All teens in grades 7-12 are 
welcome to join to honor the Shabbat with great camaraderie and delicious 
hors d’oeuvres and desserts. The Friday Night Live program, which takes 
place from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. at Chabad of Sarasota (7700 Beneva Road), 
will bring the excitement of Shabbat to teens in a fun and meaningful way. 
Friday Night Live is open to all teens free of charge. Advance reservations 
are required. Call 941.925.0770 or email ella@chabadofsarasota.com.

Explore Kabbalah
Examine the relevance of the world’s oldest spiritual wisdom in this “new 
age.” Explore the ancient teachings of the Kabbalah, and their application 
on a practical level. Gain access to the most powerful spiritual system ever 
known to humankind. Join us every Saturday at 9:30 a.m. at the Chabad 
Education Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Venice. No cost. For more informa-
tion, contact Rabbi Sholom Schmerling rabbi@chabadofvenice.com.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3

“A Scienti� c Take on What it Means to be Human”
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ), which meets at Unity 
(3023 Proctor Road, Sarasota), will present Jeff  Rogers, Provost and Chief 
Operating Offi  cer of the South Florida Museum in Bradenton, at 10:30 a.m. 
Rogers has been with the museum for thirteen years and came to Florida 
from the American Museum of Natural History and Hayden Planetarium 
in New York City where he worked as an educator and lecturer. Join us for 
an exploration of how we came to be, what makes us so noteworthy, and 
why having humans on the planet is certainly consequential. Free and open 
to the public. For more information, call CHJ at 941.929.7771 or visit at 
chj-sarasota.org.

Men’s Club Breakfast Lecture Series
Rabbi Michael Werbow will speak about “World Wide Wrap: Physical 
Rituals for a Spiritual Purpose.” He will explore mitzvot (obligations) like 
tefi llin and other physical acts to connect with the Divine. Rabbi Werbow 
has off ered adult education programs throughout his twelve years as a 
Conservative rabbi. He is now in his fourth year of serving as rabbi of 
Temple Beth Sholom. This event, which is open to the public, takes place 
from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, 
Sarasota. Donation: $5; breakfast included. For information, please con-
tact Rabbi Dr. Ed Weinsberg, Program Vice President, at 941.444.9790.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4

Celebration of Jewish Life
In collaboration with JNF, Temple Beth Israel will sponsor a musical and 
multi-media Celebration of Jewish Life. This free event is open to the 
public and will begin at 4:00 p.m. at Temple Beth Israel, 567 Bay Isles 
Road, Longboat Key. Please call the TBI Offi  ce at 941.383.3428 or visit 
www.tbi-lbk.org for more information or to make reservations.

For more information or to request a brochure, contact 
Ilene Fox at 941.343.2111 or ifox@jfedsrq.org or
Rich Bergman at 941.552.6306 or rbergman@jfedsrq.org

giving
opportunities

Women’s Day | Jewish Film Festival | Israel@70 | Major Gifts

ENRICH JEWISH LIVES VIA EVENT SPONSORSHIPS 
The Federation offers Event Sponsorships to individuals and businesses in the community which allow 
us the opportunity to allocate a higher percentage of dollars toward improving the lives of those in need.

View our entire list of Giving Opportunities today at JFEDSRQ.org/Event-Sponsorship.
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“Best Retirement 
Community  
in Sarasota”

8th YEAR IN A ROW 
Sarasota Magazine – 2017

Copyright © 2018 The Glenridge on Palmer Ranch®.  
All rights reserved.

Copyright © 2018 The Glenridge on Palmer Ranch®. 

F lourish!
L i v e  w e l l.  B e  h a p p y. 

Call today: 941-552-5369 or toll-free: 1-888-999-GLEN (4536).
7333 Scotland Way • Sarasota, Florida 34238 • www.TheGlenridge.com

Written by
Woody Allen

“An uproarious, giddy feast, 
boy, does it hit the spot!” 

 - NY Post

Tickets
$32 / $27 / $14 Student

838 N. Tamiami Trl. Sarasota, FL 34236 941.365.2494 theplayers.org

Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture

RESTAURANT GROUP

Presenting Sponsor
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“A Scienti� c Take on What it Means to be Human”

Celebration of Jewish Life

NCJW’s “The Blankee Bee”
The National Council of Jewish Women has an ongoing project called 
“The Blankee Bee.” The project has involved its members in making no-
sew fl eece blankets which have been distributed to various agencies, such 
as Manatee Community Action Agency, HIPPY (Home Instruction for Par-
ents of Preschool Youngsters), residents of Anchin Pavilion, patients at the 
Florida Cancer Center, and children at Camp Mariposa as a joint venture 
with JFCS. Join us from 10:00 a.m. to noon on The Federation Campus 
(580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota) to make these blankets. For more informa-
tion, contact Joan Bour at 941.281.2133 or joanbour5@yahoo.com.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Friends, Fashion and Fun
Temple Beth Israel Women will sponsor its annual Lunch and Fashion 
Show at noon at Michael’s On East, 1212 South East Avenue, Sarasota. 
Both female and male clothing will be featured, so men are encouraged 
to attend and see the latest in fashions. The cost of this fun event of lunch 
and fashion show is $60, and reservations are required. Please call the TBI 
Offi  ce at 941.383.3428 or visit www.tbi-lbk.org for more information or to 
make reservations.

“Heroes of Israel”
From Abraham’s founding of Judaism through today, many heroes have 
arisen to lead the Jewish people during times of crisis or need. This course 
will span the centuries to explore and examine the lives and the times 
of eight Jewish heroes whose names may be familiar but whose many 
accomplishments may be shrouded by time, including Judah Maccabee, 
Chaim Weizmann, Yoni Netanyahu and Simon Bar Kochba, leader of the 
last Jewish revolt against Rome. Join us at 2:00 p.m. on Mondays, February 
5, 12, 19 and 26 at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. 
Cost: $10 per adult per class; $5 per student; healthy foods and discussion 
materials included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239

“Ca� eine for the Soul”
Join the most popular Jewish women’s book club in town, Chabad Jew-
ish Center of Venice’s unique “Caff eine for the Soul.” Get your weekly 
social and spiritual boost over roundtable discussions led by Chaya Rivka 
Schmerling. This free event begins at 10:00 a.m. at the Chabad Education 
Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Venice. For more information, contact Chaya 
Rivka at 941.493.2770 or rivka@chabadofvenice.com.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6

“The Sounds of Our Sanctuary”
Join Chazzan Abramson for an enlightening and entertaining review of the 
evolution of synagogue music and develop a deeper personal understand-
ing of what synagogue music was, is and possibly will be in years to come. 
Classes take place at 10:45 a.m. on Wednesdays, February 7, 14, 21 and 28 
at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter from 
Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For more information, call 
the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or email offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

Temple Emanu-El “Lunch with the Rabbis”
Are you looking for a great lunch date? Join Rabbi Brenner Glickman, 
Rabbi Michael Shefrin and friendly, interesting companions for lunch, so-
cializing and discussion of current events and subjects of Jewish interest! 
All are invited to this popular, stimulating and enjoyable program. Attend-
ees are asked to bring a brown-bag lunch and are also welcome to bring a 
newspaper article for discussion. Homemade desserts and terrifi c company 
are provided. The event begins at noon at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIn-
tosh Road. For more information, call the temple offi  ce at 941.371.2788.

Idelson Library Book Review
Temple Beth Sholom’s Idelson Library off ers book reviews that pres-
ent unusual perspectives on the Jewish experience. Harold Halpern will 
review Herzl’s Vision: Theodor Herzl and the Foundation of the Jewish 
State by Shlomo Avineri. The book traces the incredible transformation of 
Herzl from writer to editor into the leader of the international movement 
of Zionism in less than 10 years. Join us from 1:15 to 3:30 p.m. at Temple 
Beth Sholom, Band-Desenberg Chapel, 1050 South Tuttle Ave., Sarasota. 
Light refreshments are served before and after the program. Free and open 
to the public. For more information, please contact the temple offi  ce at 
941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

International Film Festival and Dinner
Beaufort tells the story of Liraz Liberti, the 22-year-old outpost comman-
der and his troops in the months before Israel pulled out of Lebanon. This 
is not a story of war, but of retreat. This is a story with no enemy, only an 
amorphous entity that drops bombs from the skies while young soldiers 
must fi nd a way to carry out their mission until their very last minutes 
on that mountaintop. Rabbi Michael Sternfi eld is our wonderful chef for 
this dinner. Join us at 5:30 p.m. at Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood 
Ranch, 5150 Peridia Blvd. East, Bradenton. Cost: $10 for TBE members; 
$13 for nonmembers. For more information and reservations, please call 
the temple offi  ce at 941.755.4900.

JLI course: The Art of Communication
In the era of social media, the value of healthy communication between 
family, friends and associates is widely appreciated, even as its form now 
undergoes a drastic shift. How do we fi nd suitable paths for eff ective com-
munication? This course explores Judaism’s insight into forging positive, 
eff ective and fruitful interactions. Join us at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, 
February 7, 14 and 21 at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Braden-
ton. Course cost: $75, textbook included. For more information, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

941-225-8369 • AvivaSeniorLife.org

Assisted Living Facility #8951 | Skilled Nursing Facility #130471046

Sarasota’s only senior rental community offering:
Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care, 

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

Creating New Pathways 
for Senior Living

You’re invited to a mind-expanding presentation 
on  innovative approaches to senior health 
and wellness  by Professor Sarah Szanton  

of the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing

A Smart Approach to Senior Living 
Wednesday February 7, 2018

Complimentary breakfast at 8:30, program to follow

Kretzmer Center on the Aviva Campus 
1951 N. Honore Ave. | Sarasota, FL  34235

RSVP requested: 941-925-9532

 

proudly presents 

Thru Feb. 4: Smokey Joe’s Café 
Feb. 5: Andrews Sisters Tribute 

Feb. 8 - Mar. 4: The Toxic Avenger 
Feb. 25 & 26: Frankie Valli Tribute

If  you love BROADWAY … If  you love MOTOWN ... 

You’ll really love DREAMGIRLS! 

941-488-1115  
VeniceStage.com | 140 W. Tampa Ave. 

Stay connected @ www.jfedsrq.org
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“A Nazi in the Family”
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ), which meets at Unity 
(3023 Proctor Road, Sarasota), will present Jens Albiez at 3:00 p.m. He 
will discuss, from his personal perspective, growing up in Germany in the 
1960s, and describe the impact the Weimar Republic and the Nazi regime 
had on his family and how the Germans dealt with the accumulated guilt 
and shame. By contrasting his personal family experiences with the bigger 
historic context, he hopes to encourage the audience to engage in lively 
discussion. Open to the public. Free for CHJ members; $5 for guests. Reg-
istration required to chjsarasota@hotmail.com or 941.929.7771; provide 
your name, phone number and the number of people attending. For more 
information, visit us on chj-sarasota.org.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8

Biblical Land
Why does the Bible seem to only focus on the Land of Israel? What made 
this obscure piece of desert so important? Dr. Rachel Dulin explores how 
this focus not only shaped the Bible as we know it but the modern world 
as well. This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva- A Campus for Senior 
Life, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. For more information or to register, 
please call 941.757.8520.

TBS Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Dr. Danny Schi� 
Join us for a Shabbat dinner at 5:30 p.m., Shabbat services at 6:30 p.m., 
and Rabbi Dr. Danny Schiff ’s presentation at 7:30 p.m. on the topic “After 
Charlottesville: Assessing American anti-Semitism.” On Saturday, Febru-
ary 10 at 11:15 a.m. he will speak about “What’s so Jewish About Jewish 
Ethics?” Shabbat dinner cost: $24 for TBS members; $30 for nonmembers. 
Temple Beth Sholom is located at 1050 South Tuttle Ave., Sarasota. For 
more information, please contact Rebecca Rothstein at rrothstein@temple
bethsholomfl .org or 941.955.8121 x1014.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9 “Operation Finale: 
The Capture & Trial of Adolf Eichmann”

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10

The Florida Holocaust Museum (55 5th Street S., St. Petersburg) announces 
the opening of the blockbuster exhibition “Operation Finale: The Capture 
& Trial of Adolf Eichmann.” This is the fi rst exhibition in the United States 
to fully document the pursuit, capture, extradition and trial of a Nazi war 
criminal. Fifty-six years ago, Adolf Eichmann, who had been in charge 
of transporting millions of European Jews to death camps, sat in a court-
room for a trial that would be among the fi rst in history to be completely 
televised. The trial captivated millions of people across the globe and it 
was the fi rst time that many of them learned the details of the Holocaust. 
The exhibition opens to the public on February 10 at 10:00 a.m. and is on 
display through July 15. Admission prices: adults – $16; seniors (65+) – 
$14; college students – $10; students under 18 – $8. For more information, 
contact Kristen Wright at 727.820.0100 x242 or kwright@thefhm.org.

Romanticism Throughout the Ages
Join us for a free piano concert with historic remarks and personal refl ec-
tions by Eleonora Lvov, internationally-acclaimed Russian-Israeli pianist. 
Eleonora has achieved worldwide acclaim as a piano virtuoso and popular 
recording artist. She performs widely as a soloist with major orchestras 
and in recitals throughout the U.S., Europe and Russia, including com-
mand performances for many international dignitaries. She is a dynamic 
teacher of master classes and music history, and also conducts private les-
sons for all levels in her studio in Sarasota. The event begins at 2:30 p.m. at 
Selby Public Library, Gelbert Auditorium, 1331 1st St., Sarasota. For more 
information, visit www.eleonoralvov.com or call 941.358.0235.

Kol HaNeshama’s sunset cruise
Members and guests of Congregation Kol HaNeshama will set sail from 
Marina Jack’s at 5:30 p.m. to observe Havdalah within the framework of a 
beautiful Sarasota sunset. The two-hour cruise, on the recently renovated 
Le Barge boat, will feature lots of socializing and light refreshments. 
Drinks will be available for purchase. The cost is $36. For information or 
to sign up, visit congkh.org or call 941.244.2042.

Israel Advocacy in Action
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Ilan Lopez, StandWithUs director of outreach in South and Central 
America, will discuss his journey from South America to Israel, his 
experience in the civil aff airs unit of the IDF, and how recognition of 
Jerusalem is being accepted in South and Central America. This event, 
sponsored by the Shapiro Teen Engagement program, is free and open to 
the public. It takes place from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the Zell Room on The 
Federation Campus, 580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota. Please register at jfedsrq.
org/events. For more information, contact Andrea Eiff ert at 941.552.6308.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11

Chabad of Sarasota Men’s Club breakfast meeting
Enjoy the best kosher breakfast in Sarasota, including bagels, lox and cream 
cheese, scrambled eggs and onions, and whitefi sh salad, followed by an 
informative presentation entitled “Developments in Genetics, Epigenetics 
and Gene Therapy” with Dr. Paul A. Kirchman, Dean of the College of 
Science & Mathematics, University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee. 
Men and women are welcome at 9:00 a.m. at Chabad of Sarasota, 7700 
Beneva Road. Cost: $7 for Club 770 members; $10 for nonmembers. 
RSVPs appreciated to info@chabadofsarasota.com or 941.925.0770, but 
walk-ins are welcome.

Music of Love piano concert
The love of Israel lies in the hearts of Jews throughout the millennia. In 
this special celebration of love, internationally-acclaimed Israeli-Russian 
piano virtuoso Eleonora Lvov will present a passionate memorable concert 
of romantic music to inspire the audience in its love of Israel. Eleonora 
spent years in persecution in Russia, leading her to fervently love the State 
of Israel, her family’s refuge from relentless anti-Semitism. Eleanora’s 
music refl ects her passion for life, for Israel and the Jewish people. Join 
us at 4:00 p.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. 
Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; healthy foods included. To RSVP, call 
Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

The Bridge Group  
meets Thursday  

afternoons from  
1:00–4:00 pm on the  

Federation Campus  
(582 McIntosh Road).   

Open to intermediate  
and advanced bridge players. 

Anyone?

 
                             call Bob Satnick at 941.538.3739

The Bridge Group
meets 

afternoons
1:00–4:00 pm

Federation Campus 
(582 McIntosh Road).  

Open to intermediate 
and advanced bridge players. 

Anyone?Anyone?
Bridge... 

For  
more  

information

Classes are held on the Campus of The Jewish Federation, 580 McIntosh Rd. in Sarasota.   
To register or seek more information, please contact Marden Paru, Dean and Rosh Yeshiva  
at 941.379.5655 or marden.paru@gmail.com. Please make checks payable to the Sarasota 
Liberal Yeshiva and mail to Marden Paru, 5445 Pamela Wood Way #160, Sarasota, FL 34233.

PRESENTS FEBRUARY 2018 COURSES

Classes are held on the Campus of The Jewish Federation, 580 McIntosh Rd. in Sarasota.  

Inquire about multi-course discounts. Scholarships are also available.

saraso
ta LIBERAL  YESHIVA

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS: The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva admits 
students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities 
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and other school-administered programs.

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
agency. It is funded, in part, by a grant from  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

HISTORY OF JEWISH HUMOR
MONDAYS 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM • Starting February 5 (Eight Weeks)

Why are so many comedians Jewish? What is the background 
and origins of Yiddish wit and comedy? Was it a coincidence 
that the movie industry was founded by Jewish immigrants 
and that much of “Broadway” was inhabited by performers, 
directors and producers who identified as Jews? Likewise, the 
music industry interfaced and experienced much of the same 
phenomena. This course will explore all of these issues plus 

study the depth and breadth of this unique ethnic humor: from the Russian 
shtetl to American television; from the Wise Men of Chelm to the heyday of 
the Borscht Belt; from humorous interactions in the Bible to the State of Israel. 
You are invited to study and laugh as you add to your own repertoire and 
knowledge of Jewish humor. Instructor: Marden Paru; fee $60.

20TH CENTURY JEWISH LYRICISTS
TUESDAYS 10:30 AM – Noon • Starting February 6 (Eight Weeks)

For the first half of the 20th century, the popular music of America was created 
largely by Jewish composers (melody) and lyricists (words). Tin Pan Alley, 
Broadway, the film industry and the media were the motivators and customers 
of this artful “product.” Most prominent among the music creators were such 
Jews as Berlin, Rodgers, Hammerstein, the Gershwins and many, many more.
Within this context, this course will present and analyze the works of major 
Jewish lyricists such as Irving Berlin, Larry Hart, Ira Gershwin, E.Y. Harburg, 
Leo Robin, Jay Livingston and others. Instructor: Paul Roth; fee $60.

THE HISTORY OF JEWS IN GERMANY
FRIDAYS 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM • Starting February 9 (Eight weeks)

Cultural anthropologist David Levinson draws out the expanse of the Jewish 
experience in Germany from the fourth century CE to the present. The course 
relies on a mix of primary sources, family history, and the author’s travels to 
cover the various aspects and shifting history of Jews in Germany.  Moving 
back and forth between the general and the particular, the course provides a 
layered appreciation of the Jewish experience. It is meant for those interested 
in Jewish history in general, German Jewish history in particular, and 
genealogists and family historians. Various topics covered include: (1) Origins 
of German and European Jewry; (2) Jewish Economics; (3) the Golden Age of 
Jewish Germany; (4) the Rise of Ashkenazi Communities; (5) Jewish-Christian 
Relations; (6)Reform Judaism; (7)  Emancipation; (8) Immigration to America; 
(9) The Shoah; (10) The Influence of Jewish Germany; (11) Jewish Germany 
Today. Instructor: Prof. David Levinson; fee $60.

140 kosher characters
 twitter.com/jfedsrq
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Romanticism Throughout the Ages

Kol HaNeshama’s sunset cruise

Chabad of Sarasota Men’s Club breakfast meeting

Music of Love piano concert

NCJW Book Club
National Council of Jewish Women’s Book Club will meet at 1:00 p.m. at 
the Gulf Gate Library at 7112 Curtiss Ave., Sarasota. The book for discus-
sion is Fates and Furies by Lauren Groff , with a review by Lenore Wein-
traub. The club usually meets the second Monday of the month. For more 
information and to sign up, email Barbara Aferiat at barbara@aferiat.com.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Mitzvah Knitting Group at Temple Emanu-El
Are you a knitter or crocheter interested in using your talent to brighten 
the lives of others while making new friends? If so, please come to the 
Mitzvah Knitting Group sponsored by Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood. We 
gather monthly to craft and socialize, and our beautiful handiwork has 
been donated to local new parents as well as needy families in Sarasota-
Manatee and in Israel. Bring your needles or crochet hook and a favorite 
pattern – we’ll supply the yarn and great company! The group meets at 
10:00 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more 
information, email Susan Bernstein at susanhope22@comcast.net.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13

Art in the Afternoon
Join the Brandeis National Committee for an art and architecture lecture 
on Pablo Picasso by Jean Renoux, followed after lunch by readings of 
Picasso’s Women by actress Katherine Michelle Tanner. The event takes 
place from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at The Starlite Room, 1001 Cocoanut 
Avenue, Sarasota. Cost: $50 for BNC members; $65 for guests. For more 
information, contact Janet Tolbert at 941.388.9624 or janetrtolbert@gmail.
com, or Maris Margulies at 941.388.9624 or granmakabat@aol.com.

CTeen – Purim Turnover
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
All teens are invited to this pre-Purim celebration featuring gragger drums, 
gift preparation for children in Israel, ice cream clowns and lots more. The 
event begins at 7:00 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bra-
denton. Annual CTeen membership is $180 and includes all events, trips 
and dinners excluding the International Shabbaton. Special thanks to The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee for sponsoring CTeen 5778. 
For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or 
rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

92 Y program
Temple Beth Israel will present Cardinal Timothy Dolan and Rabbi Peter 
J. Rubinstein discussing “The Genius of Religion” at 567 Bay Isles Road, 
Longboat Key at 7:30 p.m. as part of its 92 Y program. This event is free to 
TBI members and $10 for guests with advance reservations, or $15 at the 
door. Please call the TBI Offi  ce at 941.383.3428 or visit www.tbi-lbk.org 
for more information or to make reservations.

Education Day
Join the SaBra Chapter of Hadassah at 10:30 a.m. in the Zell Room on The 
Federation Campus (580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota) for Education Day: 
Exploring Genetics Through the Eyes of Jewish Tradition. The science of 
genetics has opened access to some of the secrets of life itself. The ongoing 
research is adding more knowledge exponentially to what was known 
just yesterday. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. A light lunch 
will be served. Cost: $10. RSVP by Friday, February 9 to Lee Ruggles at 
941.924.1338 or lruggles.sabra@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Lunch and Learn: “The Hope for Peace”
Temple Emanu-El is delighted to host this special study opportunity with 
community shaliach Maor Ben-Arie. Bring a brown-bag lunch and hear 
Maor’s insights on “The Hope for Peace: A Foolish Dream or a Sustainable 
Reality?” Asks Maor: “In a reality where we constantly [think of when 
the next attack will come], can you still have a longing for peace? Is this 
longing naive? Or is it our duty? What does peace really mean? How does 
Israel view it?” This free event begins at noon at Temple Emanu-El (151 
McIntosh Road, Sarasota), and is presented by the temple’s Adult Education 
and Israel Committees. For more information, please call 941.371.2788.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Idelson Library Film Matinee Series
The Idelson Library Film Matinee Series presents Inventing Our Life: The 
Kibbutz Experiment (2011; 80 minutes). Set against the backdrop of its 
glorious 100-year history, this fascinating fi lm reveals the heartbreak and 
hope of Israel’s modern kibbutz movement as a new generation struggles 
to ensure its survival in a rapidly changing world. Enjoy refreshments, 
including popcorn, courtesy of the TBS Men’s Club. Ronnie Riceberg will 
lead a question-and-answer session after the fi lm. Join us from 1:15 to 
3:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, Madeline L. Sainer Social Hall, 1050 
South Tuttle Ave., Sarasota. Suggested donation: $3 for TBS members; $5 
for nonmembers. For more information, please contact the temple offi  ce at 
941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

Israel

Happy
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a celebratory, family-friendly birthday party for Israel!

MARCH 11, 2018 • 7PM 
Robarts Arena

P R E S E N T S

Performance by 
KESHET CHAIM 
DANCE ENSEMBLE

Music by 
THE SHUK BAND

07

CO-CHAIRS: EDIE CHAIFETZ AND SARANEE NEWMAN

Contact Jessi Sheslow  
     941.343.2109 
     or jsheslow@jfedsrq.org
     or visit jfedsrq.org/Israel70

            NOW!

        Tickets on sale

HONORARY CHAIRS

ALAN AND RUTH ADES
TOM AND KAREN BERNSTEIN
GERRY, RUTH (Z”L) AND MIRIAM DANIEL
ALFRED (Z”L) AND JEAN GOLDSTEIN
LARRY GREENSPON AND MARY GRATEHOUSE
JONATHAN AND MICHELLE MITCHELL
REV. TOM PFAFF
ROBERT AND LINDA ROSENBLUTH
BETTY SCHOENBAUM

TICKETS ARE $10  
FOR GENERAL ADMISSION  
AND $18 FOR VIP

We will be honoring members of our community 
who have been instrumental in starting and supporting programs 

that provide Israel experiences for teens 
in Sarasota-Manatee: 

RICHARD BERGMAN
BEATRICE FRIEDMAN AND FAMILY

ESTHER AND ROBERT HELLER
HERSHORIN AND SCHIFF FAMILIES 

JOAN AND BART LEVENSON
MALKIN AND KALIN FAMILIES

SALLY (Z”L) AND SAM SHAPIRO AND FAMILY
ANNE AND BARRY STEIN

For tickets visit jfedsrq.org/events  
or call Brieana at 941.552.6308

questions?

Send your Jewish Happenings to
 jewishnews@jfedsrq.org
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“Shabbat Unplugged” at Temple Emanu-El
The community is invited to “Shabbat Unplugged” – an intimate service 
featuring a piano, a single musical leader, and a selection of warm and 
engaging acoustic music. This new and unique prayer experience is 
described by Temple Emanu-El Assistant Rabbi Michael Shefrin as 
“a great opportunity to showcase diff erent sounds and melodies that 
continually elevate our worship. I can’t wait to gather around the piano as 
a community and be led in song during ‘Shabbat Unplugged.’” Join us at 
7:15 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more 
information, call the temple offi  ce at 941.371.2788.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16

“Control of the Temple”
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ), which meets at Unity 
(3023 Proctor Road, Sarasota), will present speaker Rachel Dulin follow-
ing its Shabbat service at 7:30 p.m. Dulin holds a B.Sc. in Education and 
a master’s degree and Ph.D. in Religious and Theological Studies, and 
was a professor of Biblical Literature and Hebrew Language. Dulin has 
published articles and books on the subjects of women, aging, and politics 
in the Bible, and has appeared on radio and talk shows. Free and open to 
the public. For more information, call CHJ at 941.929.7771 or visit at chj-
sarasota.org.

Jewish War Veterans meeting
Jewish War Veterans, Sarasota/Manatee Post 172, will hold its next month-
ly meeting in the newly-renovated Activities Room at Aviva/Kobernick, 
1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. The bagels-and-lox brunch will begin at 
9:30 a.m., followed by guest speaker Rabbi Anne Feibelman, who will 
introduce The Long Way Home, a documentary narrated by Morgan Free-
man. Post members, spouses and signifi cant others each pay $7. Active 
military, snowbirds and guests are always welcome and also pay $7 at the 
door. For further information or directions, please contact Stan Levinson, 
Commander, Post 172, at stanlevinson172@gmail.com or 941.907.6720.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18

CKids – Mega Babkallah Bake
Experience the joy of kosher baking! Grab your chef’s hat and take your 
baking skills to the next level with challah and babka baking. Participate 
in a Build-A-Challah workshop and make your own talking challah pil-
low. Join us from 11:00 a.m. to noon at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine 
Road, Bradenton. Cost: $10; free to CHS students. For more information, 
please contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabad
ofbradenton.com.
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Every woman 
matters here.
The Women’s Giving Circle [ “Ma’agal 
Nashim”] is a giving circle that empowers 
women as funders, decision makers 
and agents of change. Each member 
contributes the same amount, and each 
has an equal voice in directing our funds. 
The giving circle model multiplies individual 
actions, creating a tremendous collective 
impact. In the last four years, we have 
distributed more than $133,000 in grants 
to nonprofits in Israel that help women 
and children of all backgrounds live safer, 
healthier and more meaningful lives.

Contact Ilene Fox at 941.343.2111  
or ifox@jfedsrq.org

OUR MISSION
To enhance the lives of Jewish 
women and children who are in 
need of help and live in Israel.

We are proud and happy  
to announce that all our  

Jewish programs for January  
and February, including our 
popular Jewish/Israeli Film  

Festival, have sold out!  
We thank all of our students  
for their continued support.  

For prices and a brochure listing over 175 adult  
enrichment courses, lectures and special events  

call 941-383-8811 
or visit www.lbkeducationcenter.org

5370 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE  
(IN THE CENTRE SHOPS OF LONGBOAT KEY)

THE LONGBOAT KEY EDUCATION CENTER  
IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, 501 (c ) (3)  
EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION.

www.lbkeducationcenter.org

ONE-TIME LECTURES 
TUESDAYS, 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM

March 6
W Jerusalem As Sacred Center And Symbol  

From The Time Of King David  To The Present 
Elizabeth Bloch-Smith, Ph.D.

March 20
W American Jewry and Baseball

Bud Livingston

PLEASE SUPPORT 
OUR ADVERTISERS

THEY HELP MAKE 
THE JEWISH NEWS POSSIBLE

Jewish Genealogical Society of SWFL meeting
Marlis Humphrey will present “Hidden Gems of Jewish Genealogy” at 
1:00 p.m. at Aviva Campus - Kobernick building, 1951 N. Honore Ave., 
Sarasota. Marlis is the immediate past president of the International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS). Attendance is free. 
Everyone is welcome. RSVP to klapshein@aol.com. For more information, 
please contact Kim Sheintal at 941.921.1433 or klapshein@aol.com, or 
visit http://jgsswf.org/.

TBE Men’s Club presents author Howard Hammerman
Howard Hammerman just fi nished and published is fi rst novel, Flying 
Blind. Howard grew up on a farm not far from New York City. His love of 
fl ying started when his father bought him a 15-minute ride on a bi-plane. 
His fascination with people and the choices they make in their lives started 
in college sociology courses. His novel brings to the forefront his interests 
in both areas. Howard will not only be discussing his novel but also how 
to write a novel. This free event is open to the community and begins at 
2:00 p.m. at Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch, 5150 Peridia 
Blvd. East, Bradenton. For more information, please call the temple offi  ce 
at 941.755.4900.

“Important Documents of Israel”
No country can claim an historical record of written documents as can 
Israel, stretching back over 3,000 years. The Dead Sea Scrolls illuminated 
ancient Israeli life to modern generations. The Balfour Declaration, the 
May 1948 Declaration of Independence, and the Law of Return all contri-
buted to the re-establishment of the State of Israel after a forced absence of 
2,000 years. These and other important documents in the history of ancient 
and modern Israel will be examined in this course. Join us at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per 
adult; $5 per student; healthy foods and discussion materials included. To 
RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

Romantic Piano
Eleonora Lvov, an internationally-acclaimed Russian-Israeli virtuoso, 
plays a broad spectrum of music – with the artist’s own personal impres-
sions and historical remarks. The Romantic Era includes magnifi cent 
works from Chopin and Liszt to the inimitable enchantment and power of 
Rachmaninov and Gershwin among others, performed with incomparable 
elegance, passion and tenderness. The event begins at 4:00 p.m. at Glen 
Oaks Community Center, 1215 Glen Oaks Dr. E., Sarasota. For more in-
formation, visit www.eleonoralvov.com or call 941.358.0235.

TBS Sisterhood Annual Fashion Show

92nd St. Y Lecture Series
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CKids – Mega Babkallah Bake

Jewish Genealogical Society of SWFL meeting

TBE Men’s Club presents author Howard Hammerman

“Important Documents of Israel”

Romantic Piano

Sarasota Jewish Singles dinner meeting
The Sarasota Jewish Singles is an outreach program of Temple Beth Israel 
to give all Jewish singles in the area the opportunity to meet other men 
and women who are alone. The group meets once a month for dinner, 
laughter and a time to turn acquaintances into lifelong friends. Join us at 
6:00 p.m. at Columbia Restaurant, 411 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota. To 
make a reservation or for more information, call or text Rosalyn Fleischer 
at 941.915.6631 or rozfl eischer@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20

Rosh Chodesh Society course
Women are invited to join RCS’s latest course, “Pause & Aff ect, a Shab-
bat Outlook.” The fourth class, entitled “Divine Delights,” will focus on 
spirituality’s interface and materialism on Shabbat. The course begins at 
7:30 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. Cost: 
$75 (textbooks included) or $18 per class. JWC members are entitled 
to a $5 discount. For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 
941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

TBS Sisterhood Annual Fashion Show
Join us at noon at Temple Beth Sholom, Madeline L. Sainer Social Hall, 
1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota. The fashion show includes a “your-choice” 
drawing and silent auction, with items such as a wine-tasting party for 
eight, a beautiful handmade baby blanket, or a gift certifi cate from Beneva 
Flowers. Enjoy a glass of wine with our Israeli-themed Michael’s On East 
luncheon: Mediterranean Grilled Mahi-Mahi or Quinoa-Stuff ed Portobello 
Mushroom, Israeli salad, and a decadent dessert. Cost: $50. For more 
information, please contact Lila Beychok-Boyer at chaili11@aol.com or 
941.323.8494.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

“Bintel Briefs”
Join the National Council of Jewish Women and the Sisterhood of Temple 
Emanu-El in a joint venture to discuss the “Bintel Briefs,” a compilation 
of letters to the editor of The Forward. They were written by Jewish im-
migrants in the early 20th century in New York City. It was like an advice 
column, with the editor responding to the letters with advice. The discus-
sion will be held at 1:00 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, 
Sarasota. Contact Shirley Pollack at shirlbs@comcast.net for questions or 
to RSVP.

Perlman Alumni performance
As part of the Israel @ 70 celebrations, Temple Beth Israel will host 
the Perlman Music Program Alumni String Quartet at 2:00 p.m. at 567 
Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key. Yuri Namkung and Magdalena Filipczak 
will be featured on the violins. Cong Wu will play the viola and Jia Kim 
will play the cello. These artists are members of the Perlman Lifelong 
Mentoring Program. Their most recent performances have featured works 
by Haydn and Beethoven. This event is free to members and $10 for guests 
with advance reservations, or $15 at the door. Please call the TBI offi  ce at 
941.383.3428 or visit www.tbi-lbk.org for more information or to make 
reservations.

92nd St. Y Lecture Series
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
This is the fourth in a series of exciting video programs from the 92nd 
St. Y featuring some of today’s most compelling personalities, dealing 
with Israel and contemporary Jewish aff airs. This free event, sponsored 
by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, features Elie Wiesel, 
Nobel Laureate winner, writer, professor and Holocaust survivor. It begins 
at 7:00 p.m. at Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch, 5150 Peridia 
Blvd. East, Bradenton. For more information, please all the temple offi  ce 
at 941-755-4900.

Reconstructionist Judaism: A Personal Journey
Longtime Aviva resident Marty Cohn partners with Rabbi Anne Feibelman 
for an open dialogue on the reality of Reconstructionism. Join Marty as 
he discusses ideology, practices, prayer and tradition in this open forum-
style lecture. There will also be a question-and-answer period. This free 
event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life, 1951 N. 
Honore Ave., Sarasota. For more information or to register, please call 
941.757.8520.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Temple Beth Sholom goes to the Ranch!
In order to meet the growing needs of our congregants and many prospec-
tive members living in Lakewood Ranch, Temple Beth Sholom will kick 
off  its “TBS Goes to the Ranch” outreach with services at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Windsor, 8220 Natures Way, Lakewood Ranch. Services will be fi lled 
with Shabbat singing led by our Lakewood Ranch residents, Cantor Neil 
Newman and Cantor Aaron Marcus. Services will be followed by an Oneg 
Shabbat. Come to share in the joy of Shabbat with the camaraderie of your 
neighbors and meet new people living in Lakewood Ranch, University Park, 
Esplanade, Country Club East and all places around and in between! Ev-
eryone is welcome! RSVPs are not necessary, but welcome to help us plan 
for setup and the Oneg Shabbat. RSVP to rrothstein@templebethsholomfl .
com. For more information, call Carol Shatoff  at 941.893.5280.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23

DON’T FALL!

Spelled Different Because We Are Different

5922 Cattlemen Lane, Suite 100, Sarasota, FL 34232
(941) 378-8977 www.FYZICAL.com

• Balance Retraining and Fall Prevention
• Orthopedic and Neurological Rehabilitation
• Aquatic Physical Therapy
• Individualized Fitness & Wellness Programs

 Balance Retraining and Fall Prevention
We Specialize in...

 Individualized Fitness & Wellness Programs

Call now to schedule, or stop in!Call now to schedule, or stop in!

FREE 
FALL RISK ASSESSMENT!
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“Marvels of poetry”
The New York Times

2 -  3 MARCH 2018  |  VAN WEZEL PERFORMING ARTS HALL

Sir Frederick Ashton’s                                       
THE DREAM
David Bintley’s                                                
‘STILL LIFE’ AT THE PENGUIN CAFÉ
Accompanied by the Sarasota Orchestra
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941.359.0099 |SarasotaBallet.org

The Jewish News is a monthly nonprofi t newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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The GAN Pajama Havdalah and Ice Cream Social
The GAN, family, friends, congregants and the community are invited to 
Temple Sinai’s celebration of the end of the Mitzvah Project collecting new 
pajamas for young children to go to Healthy Families/Healthy Children at 
JFCS. Join us for a fun evening wearing pajamas to temple, story time, 
blessings and ice cream. The event begins at 6:30 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 
4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter from Proctor Road 
only, between Beneva and Swift). For more information, contact Laura 
Freedman at 941.926.9462 or laura@templesinai-sarasota.org.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Politics and the Bible
Dr. Rachel Dulin, internationally-known lecturer and educator, will discuss 
the depths of Jewish morals and politics. A hot breakfast will be served 
before the program and a lively question-and-answer session follows the 
lecture. Join us at 9:30 a.m. at the Jewish Congregation of Venice, 600 
N. Auburn Road. Suggested donation: $7 to cover the cost of food. To 
RSVP or for more information, call the JCV offi  ce at 941.484.2022.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25

Book and author event
Join the Brandeis National Committee to hear author J.R. Sharp, a 
retired Mustang Naval Offi  cer who served in Europe, the Middle East, 
South America and the Caribbean, speak about his debut novel, Feeding 
the Enemy. The book is based on the true story of an Italian family’s 
determination to survive in the face of evil during World War II. It is the 
story of perseverance, ingenuity and love, which captures the spirit of 
surviving against all odds. There will also be a boutique, with jewelry, 
crafts, books, apparel and more. The event takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at Bird Key Yacht Club, 301 Bird Key Dr., Sarasota. Cost: $38 
for BNC members; $48 for guests. For more information, contact Phyllis 
Scheckner Radies at phyl3936@aol.com.

“Purim Pandemonium” at Temple Emanu-El
Enjoy the Purim spirit at this fabulous celebration! The fun begins with 
a Megillah reading, costume parade, Purimshpiel and Purim songs, then 
continues with an amazing Purim carnival for all ages, including a climbing 
wall, bounce house, dunk tank, infl atable slide, face painting, games and 
prizes. Try your luck at the 50/50 raffl  e and silent auction. Lunch and 
homemade desserts – including lots of homemade hamentashen – for 
everyone! The event takes place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Temple 
Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. All proceeds benefi t Temple 
Emanu-El Religious School. Free admission; nominal fee for attractions 
and food. For more information, contact the Temple Emanu-El Religious 
School at 941.371.2788 or teers@sarasotatemple.org.

Temple Sinai Purim Carnival
Family, friends, congregants and the community are invited to Temple 
Sinai’s festive Purim Carnival with food, games, prizes, face painting and 
fun for children of all ages. No charge for entrance. Buy tickets for games 
and food to support other Temple Sinai endeavors. The fun begins at 11:00 
a.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota (enter 
from Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For more information, 
contact Steve Weintraub at 941.922.9322 or sweintraub@SinaiSRQ.org.

Krav Maga – Israeli Self-Defense Seminar
Krav Maga is the offi  cial self-defense system of the Israel Defense Forces. 
It emphasizes instinctive movements, practical techniques and realistic 
training scenarios. Krav Maga increases strength, awareness, self-control 
and determination. Presenter John Brockhoff  is a certifi ed Krav Maga 
instructor since 2001. Persons from age 12 through seniors will benefi t 
greatly from learning the basics of self-protection Israeli-style, using intel-
ligence and training to save a life, including one’s own or a loved one’s. 
Join us at 2:00 p.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Braden-
ton. Cost: $18; healthy foods included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 
941.313.9239.

Dr. Judy Feld Carr – “The Secret Rescue 
of the Syrian Jewish Community”

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Over a 28-year period, Dr. Judy Feld Carr secretly brought 3,228 Syrian 
Jews to freedom despite the Syrian government’s prohibition on emigration. 
Working with smugglers and bribing government offi  cials, she removed 
most of that community from veritable bondage. She is the subject of a 
bestselling Canadian book by historian Dr. Harold Troper, The Rescuer, 
now in its second edition. Dr. Judy Feld Carr’s presentation begins at 7:00 
p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota. Doors 
open at 6:15 p.m. Free valet parking. Adult tickets are $10 and may be 
purchased in advance or at the door. Youth are free of charge. For more 
information, please contact the temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@
templebethsholomfl .org.

Federation / Israel @ 70 dinner 
with Israeli Chef Einat Admony

“The Wonder of the Jewish Liturgy”

     Mazel  Tov • Mazal  Bueno

For more than 50 years,

DR. LEWIS HANAN
Has devoted himself to his periodontal  

patients, colleagues, and the  
Sarasota-Manatee communities.

 
Today, we Congratulate 

our Father and Grandfather, 
Dr. Lewis Hanan,
on his Retirement

With an abundance of love and pride  
we look forward to his future endeavors.

Julie, Jodi, Mark, Rubin, Alyson, Ben,  
Stacy, Talor, Meg, Blayke, Amanda,  

Morgan, Josh, Emory, Sydney, Samantha,  
David, Alex, Eli, and Joey

M

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

THE MAN BEHIND THE BATON - A LIMITED SUNCOAST SCREENING

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
4:00 p.m.

Beatrice Friedman Theater
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

Tickets: $15  
Available at PMPSuncoast.org

Tickets: PMPSuncoast.org • 941-955-4942

sponsored by  in partnership with
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Politics and the Bible

Book and author event

“Purim Pandemonium” at Temple Emanu-El

Temple Sinai Purim Carnival

Krav Maga – Israeli Self-Defense Seminar

Federation / Israel @ 70 dinner 
with Israeli Chef Einat Admony

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us at Louies Modern (1289 N. Palm Ave., Sarasota) for modern Israeli 
cuisine prepared by Celebrity Israeli Chef and two-time Chopped winner, 
Einat Admony. Two seatings: 4:45 to 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. 
Cost: $150 per person for a 3-course meal with Israeli table wine. Tickets 
available online at jfedsrq.org/israel70.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26

“The Wonder of the Jewish Liturgy”
The Rabbi Michael B. Eisenstat Miniversity of Temple Beth Israel will 
feature Rabbi Stephen Sniderman, who will give a presentation titled “The 
Wonder of Jewish Liturgy” at 2:00 p.m. at 567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat 
Key. This event is free to TBI members and $10 for guests with advance 
reservations, or $15 at the door. Please call TBI’s offi  ce at 941.383.3428 or 
visit www.tbi-lbk.org for more information or to make reservations.

OPENS FEBRUARY 10, 2018

You don’t have to remember 
the globally broadcast 1961 
trial of a key perpetrator of 
the Holocaust to feel its 
impact. Discover the secret 
history behind one of the 
most sensational events of 
the 20th century.

The world 
was watching.

is a co- production of the Mossad — Israeli Secret Intelligence Service;
Beit Hatfutsot — The Museum of the Jewish People, Tel Aviv;
and the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage, Cleveland, Ohio

55 Fifth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
727.820.0100 • www.TheFHM.org

COMING SOON TO  
THE FLORIDA HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

 

For more information on                
upcoming events and Temple    

Sinai, visit SinaiSRQ.org 

 

 

 

 

4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd. Sarasota, FL 34231 (Enter off of Proctor Rd. Only) 
941.924.1802 

www.SinaiSRQ.org 
    Office@templesinai-sarasota.org 

 

 

 Temple Sinai Welcomes You And 
Your Family To A Warm Friendly 

Congregation! 

 A congregational family that 
welcomes newcomers with a 
smile, open arms and open 
hearts.  

 A spiritual home for those 
searching to find 21st century 
meaning in an ancient            
tradition. 

 Where relationships develop 
and friendships follow. 

 A participatory worship        
experience, created by our 
Rabbi and Chazzan, which 
blends uplifting Jewish music 
and contemporary liturgy. 

 Where passionate discourse 
and action mix with laughter 
and warmth. 

 

  

Stay informed throughout 
the month. Sign up for 

The Federation’s Enewsletter 
at www.jfedsrq.org.

“Defending Our Values in Di�  cult Times”
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism (CHJ), the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church (UU) and Americans United for Separation of Church and 
State (AUSCS) are sponsoring this event to be held from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. at UU Church, 3975 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota. Rob Boston, Director of 
Communications at AUSCS, will outline the threats facing real religious 
liberty and discuss what you can do to defend our rights. Boston is the au-
thor of four books, the most recent being Taking Liberties: Why Religious 
Freedom Doesn’t Give You the Right to Tell Other People What to Do. Free 
and open to the public. For more information, call CHJ at 941.929.7771 or 
visit at chj-sarasota.org.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27

Purim sing-along Israeli-style
Purim in Israel is embraced by the whole nation, and street parties with 
carnival atmospheres take place in almost every city, town and village. 
Jewish belief declares, “When the month of Adar begins, joy increases.” 
Young, hip Israeli musicians release cool music for Purim. This program 
will feature traditional and modern Purim songs and the opportunity to sing 
along with popular favorites. Experience the joy of Adar through sharing 
the lively, uplifting music of the happy holiday of Purim. Join us at 5:30 
p.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 
per adult; $5 per student; healthy foods and discussion materials included. 
To RSVP, call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28

Rhythm & Jews Purim Worship Service
Join Rabbi Michael Churgel and Chazzan Cliff  Abramson for our Rhythm 
& Jews Purim Worship Service, an entertaining Purim Shpiel, and hear the 
Bruno Family Trio as they join in for an uplifting service with a variety of 
traditional, Israeli, Sephardic and Chassidic melodies. The service begins 
at 5:30 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota 
(enter from Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For more in-
formation, please call the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or email offi  ce@
sinaisrq.org.

Purim Masquerade Party
Hear the Megillah and kick off  the Purim festivities with music, mas-
querade, delicious cocktails, refreshments, hamentashen and more! This 
free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine 
Road, Bradenton. For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 
941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Megillah & Comedy
Join us for a Purim comedy night fi lled with fun and laughter. Take the 
open mic and share your favorite Jewish humor. This free event begins 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Chabad Education Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Ven-
ice. For more information, please email Rabbi Sholom Schmerling rabbi@
chabadofvenice.com.

Purim in Venice
This year, celebrate Purim in Venice. Dress up in Venetian attire (optional). 
All kids in costumes will receive a prize. Hear the Megillah reading. Enjoy 
a buff et dinner Italian-style. The fun kicks off  at 4:30 p.m. at the Chabad 
Education Center, 21560 Angela Lane, Venice. Cost: $20 per adult by Sun-
day, February 25; $25 afterwards; children ages 3-12 are free. Purchase 
tickets at www.chabadofvenice.com. For more information, please email 
Rabbi Sholom Schmerling rabbi@chabadofvenice.com.

THURSDAY, MARCH 1
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An anti-Nazi protest in Berlin
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Dr. Paul Bartrop

Starting seventy-fi ve years ago 
this month, between February 
27 and March 6, 1943, a large 

demonstration of non-Jewish women 
protested outside the local Jewish 

community build-
ing at Rosenstrasse 
2-4, Berlin. Inside 
this building, nearly 
two thousand Jew-
ish men married to 
non-Jewish partners, 
together with their 
male children, had 

been detained by German police and 
SS troops.

On February 27, 1943, the so-
called “Factory Action” (Fabrikaktion) 
took place in Berlin, in line with an 
order from Nazi Propaganda Minister 
Josef Goebbels that the city should 
become “Jew-free.” SS and Gestapo 
began seizing Jews wherever they 
could fi nd them. They were loaded 
onto trucks and taken to the three-story 
former Jewish Social Welfare building 
at Rosenstrasse 2-4, in central Berlin. 
The operation called for the capture of 
Jews with German spouses and their 
children of mixed background, known 
as Mischlinge. Up to now these Jews 
had not been targeted by the Nazis.

On the fi rst day of the Aktion, some 
1,500 men were rounded up, with oth-
ers to follow subsequently. Little pro-
vision had been made for their welfare 
while in the building.

Local housewife Charlotte Israel’s
husband, Julius, was one of those 

arrested. When she had not heard from 
him after a few hours, she contacted the 
police only to be told that he had been 
arrested and taken to Rosenstrasse. By 
the time she arrived, a crowd of other 
women, also concerned about their 
husbands and sons, had spontaneously 
begun to assemble. They brought with 
them food and other personal items to 
pass to their loved ones, but there was 
no confi rmation given to any of them 
that their husbands or children were 
actually inside. As a result, the rapid-
ly-growing crowd refused to disperse 
until they received some sort of indica-
tion as to the fate of their men.

Armed SS troops guarded the 
building’s only entrance. Furious, the 
women stood from dawn until dusk 
chanting “Give us back our husbands.” 
Inside, crammed into 40 rooms, the 
men waited. Some could see their 
wives and children outside, while oth-
ers managed, through various ruses, to 
send messages out. Julius sent Char-
lotte a message on the back of his ra-
tion card saying, “I am well.”

By the second day, over 600 wom-
en were protesting; by the third, the SS 
guards were given orders to train their 
guns on them and fi re warning shots. 
By March 4, and with no end in sight, 
the frustrated SS aimed their rifl es at 
the women. Many ran for cover, but 
others, including Charlotte, remained. 
They now shouted their defi ance even 
more loudly. The unnerved SS had ex-
pected complete acquiescence. They 
lowered their weapons, in what was 

rapidly becoming an unprecedented 
phenomenon in the heart of the Nazi 
capital.

Throughout the week of the pro-
tests the SS thus threatened several 
times to shoot the women, and from 
time to time, when they opened fi re in 
the air, they scattered the crowd into 
nearby doorways – only to see them 
soon return and continue their chants 
of “Give us back our husbands.” Inside 
the building, one SS offi  cer, impressed 
by this showing, commented to those 
detained that they were showing “true 
German loyalty” to their men.

The protest eventually expanded to 
include German women and men not 
in mixed marriages, with the overall 
number of protesters nearing one thou-
sand. Joseph Goebbels, who was also 
Gauleiter (Nazi administrative chief) 
of Berlin, tried to staunch the demon-
stration by closing down public trans-
port to the area, but this had no eff ect. 
Women simply walked the longer dis-
tance in order to get to the protest. After 
a week of demonstrations, he saw no 
alternative but to let the prisoners go, 
and on March 6 most of the imprisoned 
Jews, including Julius Israel, were re-
leased. Some thirty-fi ve Jews, who had 
already been sent to Auschwitz, were 
sent back to Berlin on a regular passen-
ger train.

At Rosenstrasse, confronted by 
popular protest in the capital, the Nazi 
regime hesitated before fi nally capitu-
lating to what would later be termed 
“people power.” It was, as someone 
observed, the day Hitler “blinked.” The 
regime that terrorized occupied Europe 
was successfully challenged in its own 
capital.

The very act of protesting was 
radical, and came as the culmination 
of a history of Jewish humiliation, dis-
crimination, intimidation and threats of 

violence dating back to the Nuremberg 
Laws of 1935. Quite simply, once their 
Jewish husbands and children were 
taken from them, the German women 
of Berlin said that enough was enough, 
and let the Nazi regime know it in the 
most strident manner possible at the 
time. Goebbels and those around him 
knew, moreover, that if they did not 
accede to the women’s demands now, 
a culture of popular protest demand-
ing other concessions could develop. 
It was either that, or they would have 
to shoot the women – something which 
certainly would not be tolerated by the 
citizens of Berlin.

On March 7, 1943, the remain-
ing prisoners were released. Charlotte 
Israel had been reunited with Julius 
the day before. Her experience of re-
sistance, like that of the other women, 
was completely spontaneous and un-
planned. Tested beyond endurance, 
they decided to do something when 
confronted by what they considered 
to be the ultimate in indignity and per-
sonal torment. Those who were present 
at Rosenstrasse showed that even un-
der totalitarian conditions, successful 
resistance is sometimes possible.

Julius Israel died in 1976. After 
the war, Charlotte spoke on a num-
ber of occasions to school and other 
groups about the days of the Rosen-
strasse protest, and her testimony was 
an important link to those days. In the 
mid-1990s she was still active in pro-
viding her account of what happened, 
but after then she dropped from view. 
All subsequent attempts to locate her 
proved unsuccessful.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of His-
tory and the Director of the Center for 
Judaic, Holocaust, and Genocide Stud-
ies at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
He can be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.
edu.

 
       
                     

 

Congregation Kol HaNeshama

    

         Look to KH                 
         Community, Spirituality, Learning!

Marking Our 10th Anniversary Year

for
   

         * Friday Night Services Filled with Music      
         * Welcoming Shabbat Mornings 
                      with Kibbitzing Luncheons
         * Thought-Provoking, Intimate Classes  
            Social Activities and Holiday Celebrations 

   To find your place with us:
   congkh.org  or  941.244.2042

presents an evening with

 Avner Avraham, Curator of the Exhibit

Temple Beth Sholom 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

$18 in advance - $20 at the door 

RSVP by Friday, February 9 

to be interviewed by Elizabeth Gelman, 

Executive Director of the Florida Holocaust Museum 

Temple Beth Sholom 

1050 South Tuttle Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34237 

(941) 955-8121   

www.templebethsholomfl.org

Please register at www.templebethsholomfl.org or call Rebecca Rothstein at (941) 955-8121, ext. 1014. 

Asaf Romirowsky, PhD is the Executive 
Director of Scholars for Peace in the 
Middle East. Romirowsky is also a fellow 
at the Middle East Forum and a Professor 
[Affiliate] at the University of Haifa. He is 
affiliated with Gratz College as adjunct 
faculty, a continuing education instructor 
and a frequent lecturer.

SCHOLARS 
                        IN RESIDENCE

LECTURE SERIES

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30 
The Road to Independence from  
the Pre-State to Statehood

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31
The Creation of the Modern Day  
Middle East from 1967 to Today  

9:30am  – 11:30am 
Beatrice Friedman Theater  

on The Jewish Federation Campus 
582 McIntosh Road, Sarasota

TUESDAY, MARCH 20
Mysticism and Kabbalah

Questions? Contact Jeremy Lisitza 941.343.2113 or jlisitza@jfedsrq.org

To register, please call  866.465.3995 or visit jfedsrq.org/events

Dr. Asaf Romirowsky

Rabbi Yonah Schiller

THE BEGINNING OF MODERN 
DAY PALESTINE AND THE 

TRANSFORMATION OF ISRAEL

Rabbi Yonah Schiller’s work as 
Executive Director at Tulane Hillel 
has been focused on investigating new 
and high impact approaches to the idea 
of Jewish community building. He is the 
founder of the Jewish Design Initiative 
(JDI), a national design incubator geared 
towards building scalable systems, models, 
and projects for creating inclusive and high 
impact Jewish community. 

9:30am  – 11:30am 
Beatrice Friedman Theater  

on The Jewish Federation Campus 
582 McIntosh Road, Sarasota

For more information visit jfedsrq.org/scholar-in-residence

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31
The Creation of the Modern Day 

on The Jewish Federation Campus

FREE  
Registration

Required

ADMISSION

jfedsrq.org

FREE  
Registration

Required

ADMISSION
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An accidental Messiah
Book review and interview by Philip K. Jason, Special to The Jewish News

Phil Jason

This is the second book in Dan 
Sofer’s highly imaginative, 
comically visionary Dry Bones 

Society series. The setting is Jerusalem 
today. The premise is that the Final 
Redemption is at hand. 

The fi rst book, An Unexpected Af-
terlife, follows the remarkable second 
chance given to Moshe Karlin – man 
literally reborn. Yes, dead and then 

back again. As 
you might expect, 
Moshe has trou-
ble convincing 
anyone of his sta-
tus – even without 
a navel. However, 
when more and 
more dead Israelis 
become undead, 
the question be-

comes what to do with them.
For the returnee, the question be-

comes how do they reconnect to their 
prior lives? Or do they?

The present installment brings 
back key character from the fi rst. These 
include the learned but modest Rabbi 
Yosef, who has become a leader of the 
Dry Bones Society, which is quickly 
morphing into a signifi cant political 
party as the reborn population swells. 
Government leaders and politicians 
must decide whether to accept or dis-
credit this new force – a force whose 
presence signals for many that the end 
of days is at hand. 

Moshe is still striving to recap-
ture the love of his former wife, Galit, 
whom he had let down in his fi rst life. 
Can he regain her trust and bring her 
once again to the chuppah? Not if his 
former friend, Avi, mad with jealousy, 

will involve a Resur-
rection of the Dead, 
a Messiah King, an 
Ingathering of Ex-
iles, a Rebuilding 
of the Temple in 
Jerusalem, a World 
War, great upheav-
als, and a very 
large banquet of 
fi sh (or, in the 
very least, one very large 
fi sh).” You have here the content and 
tone of the whole.

As one might expect, the Re-
deemer as represented in the novel is 
a false Messiah. However, he easily 
attracts followers. Indeed, the wish for 
the Messianic age is so powerful that 

an otherwise level-
headed person like 
Rabbi Yosef is tem-
porarily swept away. 

Sofer’s dazzling 
and sometimes zany 
exploration of his 
key “what ifs” is 
handled in a fl uid 
and attractive prose 
style. The book is 

teaming, perhaps somewhat over-
stuff ed, with interesting characters. It 
keeps an engaging balance between 
the serious and humorous perspectives 
that the subject invites. It brings con-
temporary Jerusalem to life on all lev-
els: the physical-sensory, the cultural 
and the spiritual. 

About Dan Sofer
Dan was born under the sun-
ny blue skies of South Africa 
in 1976. A traditional Jewish 
upbringing and warm commu-
nity moved Dan to study and 
volunteer in Israel as an adult. 
In 2001, Dan made Jerusalem 
his home, and the city’s sights, 
sounds, legends and spirit of ad-
venture fi ll his stories. When not 
writing tales of romantic misad-

venture, he creates software for large 
corporations. “Dan Sofer” is a pen 
name of Daniel J. Miller.

Dan writes tales of romantic misad-
venture imbued with magical realism. 
Many of these take place in Jerusalem. 
His earlier novel, A Love and Beyond, 
won the 2016 Best Books Award for 
Religious Fiction. An Unexpected Af-
terlife (reviewed in April 2017) was 
presented as Book I of The Dry Bones 
Society series. Following An Acciden-
tal Messiah, the author plans to bring 
out A Premature Apocalypse – book 
three in the series.

Dan Sofer’s books are readily 
available in print and ebook editions 
via the major Internet bookstores. Or 
fi nd him at http://dansofer.com.
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeritus 
of English from the United States Na-
val Academy. He reviews regularly for
Florida Weekly, Jewish Book World,
Southern Literary Review, and other 
publications. Please visit Phil’s web-
site at www.philjason.wordpress.com.

An Accidental Messiah, by Dan Sofer. 
Self-published. 354 pages. 
Trade paperback $11.97.

continues to undermine and betray 
him.

Then there is Eli Katz, aka Elijah 
the Prophet. Is he an eternal preor-
dained fi gure ushering in the epoch of 
Redemption, or a madman with alter-
native selves? Sofer keeps this ambi-
guity provocatively alive throughout 
the narrative. 

And what about Eli’s sometimes 
girlfriend and budding scholar, Noga, 
whose research suggests that part of 
Israel’s Arab population can be geneti-
cally traced back to Jewish priests of 
ancient times? Indeed, there is an Arab 
character in the story who seems to be 
one of the returnees. 

A number of lesser characters are 
off spring of Russian immigrants, an-
other strong faction in the 
Israeli population. Largely 
represented as ruffi  ans and 
mobsters, they are colorful 
and well-individualized mi-
nor fi gures. 

Much of the fun of the 
novel – and there is plenty 
of fun – comes out of Sofer’s 
parody of Israel’s political 
culture. It’s exciting and ab-
surdly humorous to see powerful fi g-
ures and special interest parties vying 
for a chance to link up with the new 
Dry Bones Society political entity. But 
Moshe is careful about what kind of 
deals he will make. He is seeking true 
unity, not merely unstable alliances. 
Rebranding his group Restart, he wants 
the new image to be not only a name 
for the born-again Israelis but also a 
shared hope for the future of Israeli so-
ciety. 

The author’s press material gives 
the best overview: “The Final Re-
demption is here. What took so long? 
According to Jewish traditions (based 
on the Old Testament), the End of Days 

SARASOTA  |  MANATEE  |  CHARLOTTE COUNTIES

Joshua M. Newman, M.D.
Medical/Surgical 
Dermatologist

For clear, healthy skin, visit Dr. Joshua 
Newman, nationally recognized as a “Top 
Doctor” by Castle Connolly Medical, Ltd. 

 
 

Receive expert diagnosis and treatment 
for conditions including:

Skin cancer • Skin growths • Skin disease
Mohs Micrographic Surgery

Schedule your annual appointment today!
CenterForSight.net  •  941-488-2020

Dermatology by Newman

An anti-Nazi protest in Berlin
violence dating back to the Nuremberg 
Laws of 1935. Quite simply, once their 
Jewish husbands and children were 
taken from them, the German women 
of Berlin said that enough was enough, 
and let the Nazi regime know it in the 
most strident manner possible at the 
time. Goebbels and those around him 
knew, moreover, that if they did not 
accede to the women’s demands now, 
a culture of popular protest demand-
ing other concessions could develop. 
It was either that, or they would have 
to shoot the women – something which 
certainly would not be tolerated by the 
citizens of Berlin.

On March 7, 1943, the remain-
ing prisoners were released. Charlotte 
Israel had been reunited with Julius 
the day before. Her experience of re-
sistance, like that of the other women, 
was completely spontaneous and un-
planned. Tested beyond endurance, 
they decided to do something when 
confronted by what they considered 
to be the ultimate in indignity and per-
sonal torment. Those who were present 
at Rosenstrasse showed that even un-
der totalitarian conditions, successful 
resistance is sometimes possible.

Julius Israel died in 1976. After 
the war, Charlotte spoke on a num-
ber of occasions to school and other 
groups about the days of the Rosen-
strasse protest, and her testimony was 
an important link to those days. In the 
mid-1990s she was still active in pro-
viding her account of what happened, 
but after then she dropped from view. 
All subsequent attempts to locate her 
proved unsuccessful.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of His-
tory and the Director of the Center for 
Judaic, Holocaust, and Genocide Stud-
ies at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
He can be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.
edu.

Dan Sofer

ARTS + ENTERTAINMENTYour source

L’Chayim
HERE’S “TO LIFE” ON THE GULF COAST

Committed to the Jewish 
Community for over 20 years,  
Stacy is passionate about 
real estate and strives to build 
ever-lasting relationships 
based on exceptional service, 
uncompromising values and  
a strong work ethic.

Stacy Hanan, Realtor®

941.266.0529
StacyHanan@michaelsaunders.com

1605 Main Street | Sarasota, Florida 34236 | 941.951.6660
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Aging Jewishly – What our traditions teach us about growing old
When our widowed parents fi nd love again
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Several years ago I opened the 
door to my rabbi’s study to fi nd 
an elderly couple, both well into 

their eighties, hoping that I would meet 
with them. At fi rst I thought something 

terrible had hap-
pened. The man 
hung his head and 
the woman began 
to cry. I invited 
them in to hear 
what I was certain 
would be awful
news. “Rabbi,” the
man said, “I don’t 
know how to tell 

you this but Esther and I want to get 
married.”

I smiled at both of them and off ered 
a hearty Mazel Tov. I looked at Esther 
and said, “That’s wonderful. You’re 
crying tears of joy!” Esther daubed 
her eyes as tears streamed down her 
cheeks. Finally she composed herself 
enough to say, “Sam and I have a very 
big tsuris. Sam’s children and my chil-
dren are against our marriage. They 
won’t even come to our wedding.” 

Sam piped up, “Just wait, rabbi. Next 
week you’ll hear the whole story. My 
kids are coming to town and they want 
to talk to you. They want you to con-
vince us not to get married.”

Sam was right. Six days later I 
found myself cramming extra chairs 
into my study to accommodate Sam’s 
four adult children, each of whom 
was dead set against their father’s re-
lationship with Esther. The oldest 
son, functioning as designated 
spokesperson began. “My sister 
and I are really worried about 
our father. Mom died three 
years ago and our father could 
barely cope. He seemed de-
pressed.” The sister continued, 
“We suggested he see a thera-
pist. But do you know what 
he did? He found a girlfriend. 
They met a year ago and now 
he thinks he’s madly in love!” 

“Love!” The younger son 
spat out the word as though 
it were straight vinegar. “Her 
name is Esther and she’s nothing like 
our mother was. She’s a gold digger. 

She wants our father’s money.” The 
children begged for my help. “Don’t 
let him do something stupid,” said the 
eldest boy. “Talk some sense into Dad 
before it’s too late.”

“I can see how upset you are,” I be-
gan, “but I want you to know that I’ve 
met your father and I’ve met Esther, 
too. They seem devoted to each other. 
Like your father, Esther owns her own 
home and she has her own money. But 

more than that, Esther was instrumen-
tal in his rejoining life after your moth-
er died. In my opinion, Sam and Esther 
seem like a very good match.”

When it became clear that I would 
not help them alter Sam and Esther’s 
plans, the children left so abruptly that 
I didn’t have the opportunity to share 
what the Torah tells us about second 
marriages and how adult children 
should behave when a parent fi nds a 
new spouse. One of our greatest sages, 
Rashi himself, speaks about an event 
that our commentators believe occurred 
after Sarah’s death. They wrote that 
Isaac journeyed to fi nd a wife for his fa-
ther – a woman named Keturah – whom 
he escorts back to Abraham’s house. 

The midrash goes on to explain that 
this Keturah was most likely Hagar – 
someone not necessarily beloved in the 
Isaac household. Yet, although it was 
a diffi  cult and painful thing for Isaac 
to do, he set aside his misgivings and 
served as witness at his father’s second 
wedding. 

Isaac loved his mother and was 
very attached to her, but Isaac also lived 
by the mitzvah to honor his mother and 
his father. How? When you help your 
father rebuild his shattered life, you 
not only honor him and sustain him, 
but you also honor your mother. Why? 
Your mother loved your father, so she 
would want him to have a happy life. 

To the children who balked at their 
father’s relationship with Esther, I sug-
gest that if Isaac could make the trip to 
bring Hagar to Abraham and then serve 
as best man at his father’s wedding, 
then they could do the same. Adult 
children can draw upon innate love 
and compassion, with the understand-
ing that individuals thrive when they 
have someone special in their lives. 
With love and respect for our widowed 
parents, we can accept and hopefully 
celebrate the choices they make.
For ten years Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life in Sarasota as resident rabbi. Cur-
rently as Aviva’s Rabbi Emerita, she 
shares her experiences on Aging Jew-
ishly. Contact her at Rabbi@Rabbi
Barbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identifi ed as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are 
also identifi ed as Jewish.
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identifi ed as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are 
also identifi ed as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column at le� ) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The fi rst search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also, 
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 
great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your 
Family’s History?

Golden Globe Recap and More
Congratulations to the Jewish winners 
of the 2018 Globe Globes. JAMES 
FRANCO, 39 (The Disaster Artist), 
won best actor in a musical or comedy 
fi lm; BENJ PASEK and Justin Paul, 
both 32, won best original motion 
picture song (“This is Me” from The 
Greatest Showman); LEE UNKRICH,
50, is the director of Coco, the best ani-
mated fi lm; and AMY SHERMAN-
PALLADINO, 52, is the creator/pro-
ducer of The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, 
the best TV comedy series winner. 
Worthy of note: Rachel Brosnahan, 
who isn’t Jewish, won best actress in a 
comedy series Globe for playing Mrs. 
Maisel, a really cool and funny Jewish 
character. 

Look for my Oscars coverage in 
the next issue. This year the nomina-
tions are announced in time for me to 
make press deadlines and the Oscar 
ceremony is March 4, so look at your 
issue right away! 

Almost everyone praised Seth 
Meyers for his skillful hosting of this 
year’s politically-charged Golden 
Globe awards. Meyers appeared on 
The Ellen Show a few days before the 
Globes and talked about his 2-year-old 
son, ASHE. As I’ve written before, 
Meyers, who had one Jewish grandfa-
ther, wed attorney ALEXI ASHE, 33, 
in a Jewish ceremony in 2013. I gather 
the couple is raising Ashe in his moth-
er’s faith, because Meyers talked about 
their Hanukkah celebration with Ashe. 

Ashe isn’t completely fl uent in 
English yet, let alone Hebrew, but the 
cute toddler tries hard. Meyers showed 
the Ellen audience a home video in 
which Alexi was lighting the 8th night 
Hanukkah candles as Ashe sang the 
blessing. He sang nonsense syllables 
that captured the rhythm of the prayer, 
even if he didn’t really know the He-
brew words. (Enter “Seth Meyers’ Son 

is a Hanukkah Pro” in the YouTube 
search engine.)

The couple is now expecting a 
second child. Meyers said he knows it 
will be a boy and he is happy because 
his best friend is his brother, comedian 
Josh Meyers. He wants Ashe to be able 
to have the same experience. By the 
way, in October, Meyers dropped this 
bit of Jewish geography: Alexi’s fam-
ily attends the same New Mexico syn-
agogue as World Series hero ALEX 
BREGMAN, 23, the Houston Astros’ 
third baseman. 
Over on Netfl ix
Netfl ix is now streaming a four-part 
series on the history of famous toys 
(The Toys that Made Us). The “heavily 
Jewish” history of “G.I. Joe” and “Bar-
bie” is the focus of two of the episodes. 

The Netfl ix limited series God-
less, released last November, got pretty 
good reviews and ended up on some 
critics’ best ten of 2017 lists. It gets 
kudos from me for plausibly depicting 
the heroism of frontier women. It takes 
place in a mining town after almost all 
the men are killed in an explosion. The 
women show pretty realistic courage 
as they fend off  unethical businessmen 
and kill-crazy outlaws.

Godless was written and directed 
by SCOTT FRANK, 57. Godless is 
his directing debut, but he has a long 
list of top screenwriting credits, includ-
ing Get Shorty and Minority Report. I 
recently caught up with an interview 
Frank did with TERRY GROSS, 66, 
the host of Fresh Air on NPR. Frank 
was asked about the moving last scene 
of the series in which a pastor recites 
a beautiful prayer for those killed sav-
ing their mining town. Frank surprised 
Gross by saying that it was a poem, 
“Tis a Fearful Thing,” by JUDAH 
HALEVI (1075-1141), the famous 
Spanish Jewish physician, poet and 
philosopher. He came across it years 

ago and knew it would work in this 
scene. 

Here’s the poem. Save it for the 
right time. ’Tis a fearful thing to love 
what death can touch./A fearful thing 
to love, to hope, to dream, to be –/to be, 
And oh, to lose./A thing for fools, this/
And a holy thing, a holy thing to love./
For your life has lived in me, your 
laugh once lifted me, your word was 
gift to me./To remember this brings 
painful joy.
Briefl y Noted
In January, the engagement of AL-
EXA DELL, 24, and HARRISON 
REFOUA, 40, was announced. The 

engagement made a splash because Al-
exa is the daughter of Dell Computer 
founder MICHAEL DELL, 52. Alexa 
stoked tabloid stories by displaying 
her 12-carat diamond engagement ring 
(could be worth $3M). Refoua, a real 
estate investor, is Jewish – probably 
Persian Jewish. 

Finally, many have asked, so 
here’s my answer about the hot-selling 
author today: MICHAEL WOLFF, 
64, the author of Fire and Fury: Inside 
the Trump White House, is the son of 
a Jewish father and a Presbyterian 
mother. I don’t know how he was 
raised or identifi es.
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Ha-tu-na – Marriage
K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

Many people around the world 
consider February 14 a spe-
cial day to celebrate love, 

aff ection and romance. The pagan 
origins of Valentine’s Day have long 
been lost within the pages of cultural 
history and only the custom of send-
ing cards, chocolates and fl owers to 
loved ones remains. Not surprisingly, 
Jewish tradition ignored the date com-

pletely and set 
its own day, the 
15th of Av, which 
falls in August, as 
a day dedicated 
to the celebra-
tion of love and 
courtship (Ta-anit 
1:10). In the spirit 
of both dates, let 
us look at He-

brew words that convey the emotional 
bond and contractual agreement be-
tween two people, namely the words 
for “marriage,” “wedding” and “nup-
tials.” 

The fi rst word to mention is ha-tu-
na (the ‘h’ should be read as in “Ha-
nukkah”), which means “the wedding 
celebration.” It is mentioned only 
one time in the Bible (Song of Songs 
3:11). Ha-tu-na is derived from the 
verb hi-ten, “wed.” Interestingly, this 
verb appears in the Bible 11 times in 
the refl exive form, hit-ha-ten, meaning 
“became related by marriage.” More-
over, the nouns ha-tan, “bridegroom,” 
ho-ten, “father-in-law,” and ho-te-net, 
“mother-in-law,” are all derived from 
the same verb. Ha-tan and ho-ten are 
mentioned 20 times in the text, where-
as ho-te-net is mentioned only once.

A biblical word to mention for “be-
trothal” or “espousal” is ke-lu-lot. This 
noun, too, appears only once in the text 
(Jer. 2:2). The noun ka-la, meaning 
“bride,” “daughter-in-law,” and “be-
trothed,” is probably related to it and 
appears 34 times in the text. The ori-
gin of both nouns is unclear. The noun 

kala is similar to the Aramaic kal-ta, 
meaning “bride,” and ke-lu-lot is prob-
ably derived from k.l.l, meaning “com-
plete.”

A few phrases based on these 
words should be mentioned. As for 
ha-tu-na, the cliché roked bish-tay ha-
tu-not, literally “dances at two wed-
dings,” implies being in two places or 
voicing two opinions at the same time. 
We should also mention that the word 
ha-tan has widened in meaning. For 
example, “a hero of the day” is called 
ha-tan ha-yom, and a Nobel laureate is 
“ha-tan p’ras Nobel.” And, as for ke-
lu-lot, the lyrical words of Jeremiah, 
a-ha-vat ke-lu-lo-ta-ikh or “your love 
as a bride” in reference to young love, 
still resonates in weddings and poetry 
to this day. Similarly, the meaning of 
kala, “bride,” used so often in refer-
ence to the beloved woman, has wid-
ened in meaning in the liturgy, calling 
Shabbat “a bride” (Shabbat 119). The 
song le-kha dodi likrat kala is widely 
used to welcome the Shabbat at home 
and synagogue. 

Before closing, I wish to mention 
the word ni-su-im or ni-su-in, which 
entered the language from rabbinic lit-
erature (Nedarim 5:6) and also means 
“marriage.” In general, in modern He-
brew, matrimonial life is called ha-yey 
ni-su-im (ha-yey is a construct form 
of ha-yim), and the term for civil mar-
riage is ni-su-im ez-ra-hi-yim. The 
noun ni-su-im is derived from the verb 
nasa, meaning “carry,” “lift” and “take 
a wife.”

In short, even though the rabbinic 
word for the union between two peo-
ple does not refl ect the biblical view, 
ha-tu-na, ke-lu-lot and ni-su-im, all 
compliment the beauty of love and the 
complexity of commitment. 
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus College 
in Chicago, and an adjunct professor 
of Hebrew and Bible at New College 
in Sarasota.
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Benjamin of Tudela: a 12th

century world traveler
By Nikol Isakovska, Mimi and Joseph J. Edlin Journalism Intern

Nikol Isakovska

Little is known of Benjamin 
of Tudela’s personal life be-
yond the fact that he was born 

a Sephardic Jew in the Spanish town 
of Tudela. And yet, he was an intrepid 
traveler and author, journeying great 
distances and publishing his Travels of 
Rabbi Benjamin almost a century be-

fore Marco Polo. 
But the man re-

mains a mystery. 
Only from The 

Travels of Rabbi 
Benjamin can one 
catch a glimpse of 
Benjamin of Tudela 
himself. 

Tudela immediately impresses the 
reader with his detailed descriptions 
of people and places. He was an acute 
observer, interested in the econom-
ics and governments of the regions he 
visited. He describes the ports and for-
tifi cations of various cities and delves 
into the politics of the area, providing 
valuable insight into the workings of 
the Middle East in the 12th century. He 
carefully documents the locations of 
each of his destinations, and the dis-
tances between diff erent cities. In fact, 
historians theorize that The Travels of 
Rabbi Benjamin was written as a sort 
of travel guide for the 12th-century Jew. 

Tudela was a deeply pious man. 
He toured the Holy Land extensively, 
visiting all the sacred sites. His book 
includes many biblical references – es-
pecially to passages concerning the end 
of Jewish exile, a subject that Tudela 
felt deeply about. Tudela was very im-
pressed by the religious scholars he 
met, and would often include a list of 
the most prominent rabbis and congre-
gants of the communities he visited. 

As a Jew, Benjamin of Tudela was 
deeply interested in the circumstances 
of his fellow Jews. From the commu-
nity of several hundred Jews he found 
in Rome, to the lone Jew living on the 
island of Corfu, Tudela made a point 

of seeking out Jews wherever he trav-
eled. He was deeply concerned with 
their welfare, scrutinizing the discrimi-
nation they faced in Constantinople 
while praising the tolerance he found 
in Baghdad. 

The Travels of Rabbi Benjamin
provides invaluable insight into 12th-
century Jewish life. Tudela describes 
the traditional occupations Jews en-
gaged in – many were farmers, schol-
ars or dyers. He tells of the delicate 
relationship many Jewish communities 
had with the Gentiles, who often equal-
ly admired and despised them. 

Particularly fascinating are Tude-
la’s descriptions of Jewish sects. In 
Travels, Tudela describes the ascetics 
whom he met – men who would only 
eat on Sabbath and feast days. He also 
mentions warrior Jews who lived in 
Yemen and were “not subject to any of 
the Gentiles,” instead owning exten-
sive swathes of land and large cattle 
herds.

After 13 years of travel (1160-
1173), Tudela returned to his native 
Spain and almost faded into complete 
obscurity. But soon his book was trans-
lated from the original Hebrew into 
Latin, and then into many more lan-
guages. After a period of relative ob-
scurity, The Travels of Rabbi Benjamin
was rediscovered by historians, who 
recognized its immense value as a his-
torical resource. 

His book is still in print – in Eng-
lish under the title The Itinerary of 
Benjamin of Tudela: Travels in the 
Middle Ages. A children’s book by 
author Uri Shulevitz has also been re-
cently published, entitled The Travels 
of Benjamin of Tudela: Through Three 
Continents in the Twelfth Century, and 
his journey has been immortalized in a 
popular Israeli song.
Nikol Isakovska is a recipient of the 
Mimi and Joseph  J. Edlin Journalism 
Intern Scholarship. She is a junior at 
the Florida Virtual School.
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The dilemma of Jewish women in Jewish music
By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

Twenty-three names of female 
Jewish musicians; I could have 
named over a hundred! Ran-

domly, I picked out only a few with the 
idea of showing 
just how prolifi c 
and diverse these 
women are, and 
what a fabulous 
contribution they 
have made to the 
Jewish and secu-
lar music world 
in America and 
elsewhere.

Bonnie Abrams, Chava Albertson, 
Sara Aroeste, Marsha Bryan Edelman, 
Benjie Schiller, Debbie Friedman, Joy 
Katzen-Guthrie, Nurit Hirsch, Linda 
Hirschhorn, Flory Jagoda, Rachel 
Musleah, Neshama Carlebach, Roberta 
Peters, Molly Picon, Pink,  Beth Scha-
fer, Naomi Shemer, Dinah Shore, Bev-
erly Sills, Carly Simon, Peri Smilow, 
 Barbra Streisand, Sophie Tucker.

For centuries, female singers such 
as balladeers and minstrels were con-
fi ned to entertaining primarily at fam-
ily celebrations for holidays and other 
simchas. The injunction against kol 
ishah (woman’s voice) limited the 
singing of women in religious liturgy 
from Talmudic times. As a result, Jew-
ish women had their own separate 
places of song often in their homes and 
at private celebrations. However, there 
is plenty of evidence showing that 
there were women musicians present 
in biblical days. Many passages from 
the Bible quote the presence of women 
as instrumentalists and singers. In an-
cient Yemenite and other Middle East-
ern cultures it was typical for women 
to provide the “wailing” at funerals. 

Much later, in Eastern Europe dur-
ing the spread of the Haskalah Enlight-

enment period, when Yiddish culture 
fl ourished, the tradition of the trouba-
dours and klezmorim remained largely 
the avenue of male entertainers. But 
in the late 1800s, Abraham Goldfaden 
developed a new genre of musical en-
tertainment. Called the operetta, actors 
and singers traveled to Jewish com-
munities in Russia, Austria, Romania 
and Poland with their performances. 
Young women were featured in roles 
previously reserved for male singers, 
paving the way later for women’s roles 
in America. Goldfaden’s infl uence is 
seen as an essential element in the de-
velopment of Yiddish musical theater 
in America.

In an article titled “Jewish Women 
and Jewish Music in America,” Block 
Adrienne Fried wrote: “American 
Jewish music has expanded vastly in 
variety, range and quality of activi-
ties. Jews brought to America their 
secular-folk and sacred-liturgical mu-
sical heritage. There has been a rena-
scence of age-old traditions that have 
become means of self-expression for 
Jewish women. Religious freedom in 
the United States has been nourishing 
to Jewish women’s creativity as they 
increasingly make their marks as com-
posers, organists, singers, instrumen-
talists, educators and patrons. Indeed, 
they are integral to what constitutes an 
extraordinarily rich American musical 
environment.”

I understand the risk of being over-
ly simplistic in a long and complicated 
chronology. And I respectfully under-
stand those restrictions in Orthodox 
and traditional congregations that do 
not allow men and women in prayer 
or otherwise to sing or pray together. 
Based on scriptural passages which 
consider the voice of a woman to be 
distracting to men in prayer, similar 

ideas existed in Christian churches 
when women were also advised to re-
main silent. It is also well known that 
in Catholic churches, choirs were com-
posed exclusively of men and/or boys. 
And in mainstream Rabbinic Judaism, 
the voice of women was censored for 
centuries.

But by the twentieth century, Jew-
ish women in the Reform and Conser-
vative Movements had made inroads 
that no longer barred them from par-
ticipation. The fi rst woman cantor was 
ordained by the Reform Movement 
and 11 years later, the Conservative 
Movement followed suit. Several of 
the women on my list above were in-
fl uential in enriching the synagogue 
repertoire. Debbie Friedman and Linda 
Hirschhorn are two names that every-
one recognizes. Others are cantors and 
composers. And, of course, many will 
recognize names of talented Jewish 
women who have made their mark in 
secular music circles.

Joshua Jacobson, renowned Pro-
fessor of Music at Northeastern Univer-
sity and Founder and Artistic Director 
of the Zamir Chorale of Boston, poses 
the following questions:

“In a society in which music is 
considered to be a feminine pursuit, 
why are there so few published com-
positions by women?”

“Why are women still excluded 
from the domain of some sacred mu-
sic?”

“Should the female cantor only 
sing the repertoire of her male coun-
terpart or will a body of music emerge 
written specifi cally for soprano and 
alto voices?”

According to Jacobson, these are 
questions we will grapple with in years 
to come.

Interesting questions to ponder, yet 
we have evolved in more ways than 
anyone from yesteryear would have 
ever dreamed.
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups for 
over 25 years and also sings in Venice’s 
Chorale (formerly Exsultate!). Her in-
terest in choral music has led to this 
series of articles on Jewish folk music 
in the Diaspora.
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Howard Tevlowitz

Jewish art brings love, friendship 

and shalom to Sarasota-Manatee

By Howard Tevlowitz, Federation Executive Director

continued on page 3
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www.jfedsrq.orgT he mission of The Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee is to strengthen Jewish 

life and identity in our community, provide 

for Jewish people in need, and promote support for 

Israel. 
Art has been a fundamental part of Jewish life 

since our beginnings thou-

sands of years ago. Bezalel 

was the first Jewish artist on 

record. Throughout our his-

tory, art has been used as a 

form of remembrance, dedi-

cation and inspiration. From 

colorful mosaics at the bath 

house in Masada, to intri-

cately carved synagogues in 

Morocco, to children’s draw-

ings found at Theresienstadt 

during the Holocaust, to proud images of Jews pray-

ing at the Western Wall, art has helped define us and 

our history. Much of this Jewish art has focused on the theme 

of love, friendship and shalom. It is the dream of our 

people to live in a world that is safe, welcoming 

and peaceful. In pursuit of that dream, The Jewish Federation 

of Sarasota-Manatee has invested in three commu

nity-based programs in 2017 – the Violins of Hope, 

which played to over 10,000 people of all ages 

throughout Sarasota-Manatee; Marc Chagall, Flow-

ers and the French 
Riviera: The Color 

of Dreams exhibit 
in partnership with 

Marie Selby Botan-
ical Gardens, which 

runs through the end 
of July and is setting 

attendance records; 
and the Anne Frank: 

A History for Today 
exhibit, scheduled 

at the Selby Public 
Library in April and 

May for six weeks.Bringing Judaism to life is a goal of our Jewish 

Federation and we are so fortunate to have gener-

Inspirational Anne Frank exhibit 

comes to Sarasota: A powerful 

voice speaks for and to millions

By Sandy Chase
The Anne Frank: A History for Today exhibit brings 

to life the story of a child during WWII. As we exam-

ine the historical events surrounding her life, it is a 

lesson for all on how to become an up-stander – not 

bystander – and support one another.

– Bernadette D. Bennett, Ed.D., Sarasota County 

Schools, Program Specialist Social Studies, K-12

F rom April 17 through May 27, our commu-

nity, especially our children, will experience 

the Anne Frank exhibit at the Selby Public Li-

brary. More than six million people – the same num-

ber who perished at the hands of the Nazis – have 

seen this traveling display worldwide. 

Dedicated to Holocaust education, The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is sponsoring this 

memorable exhibit in collaboration with Sarasota 

County Libraries and Historical Resources, Sarasota 

County Schools, and Embracing Our Differences, 

which will provide teen docents through its Coexis-

tence Club at Booker High School.

On loan from the Anne Frank Center for Mutual 

Respect (the U.S. national organization in the world-

wide network of Anne Frank organizations, http://

annefrank.com/), this exhibit, located in the library 

rotunda, comprises thirty panels of pictures against 

the backdrop of diary excerpts – the crux of this 

“The Lovers” 1937, courtesy of 

the Israel Museum, Jerusalem 

©2016 Artists Rights Society (ARS), 

New York/ADAGP, Paris
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13 of the biggest health breakthroughs in Israel in 2017

By Nicky Blackburn, ISRAEL21c, www.israel21c.org, December 26, 2017

A compound that disables cancer cells, an artifi cial cornea, the world’s fi rst bone implant: 
2017 saw major medical advances. We bring you the best.

1. Compound kills energy-
generating system of cancer
An Israeli researcher devised a synthet-
ic compound to disable the enzymes 
that allow cancer cells to metastasize.

When cancer cells leave the pri-
mary tumor and spread to other organs, 
they reprogram their energy-generat-
ing system in order to survive in harsh 
conditions with a shortage of nutrients 
like glucose.

Prof. Uri Nir of Bar-Ilan Universi-
ty identifi ed an enzyme called FerT in 
the energy-generating mitochondria of 
metastatic cancer cells – an enzyme nor-
mally only found in sperm cells (which 
need to function outside the body they 
came from). When he targeted FerT in 
lab mice, the malignant cells soon died.

Using advanced chemical and ro-
botic approaches, Nir’s lab team de-
veloped a synthetic compound, E260, 

which can be administered orally or by 
injection, causing a complete collapse 
of the entire mitochondria “power sta-
tion.”

“We have treated mice with meta-
static cancer and this compound com-
pletely cured them with no adverse or 
toxic aff ect that we can see,” reported 
Nir, adding that normal cells were not 
aff ected.

Phase 1 clinical trials are planned 
over the next 18 months.
2. Personal menu to help avoid 
diabetes
In 2015, two researchers from the 
Weizmann Institute of Science in Is-
rael released a groundbreaking study 
showing that specifi c foods and food 
combinations aff ect each individual’s 
blood-sugar level diff erently.

That discovery was incorporated 
into a made-in-Israel app, DayTwo, 
which helps pre-diabetics and diabetics 
who are not insulin dependent choose 
dishes that can best balance their in-
dividual blood-sugar levels. The algo-
rithm predicts blood-glucose response 
to thousands of foods based on gut 
microbiome information and other per-
sonal parameters.

High blood sugar is linked to en-
ergy dips, excessive hunger and weight 

gain as well as 
increased risk of 
metabolic diseases 
such as diabetes 
and obesity.

To use the app, 
which went on 
sale in the U.S. in 
2017, users need to 
answer a question-
naire about their
medical history, 

physical characteristics, lifestyle and 
diet. A stool-sample kit is then Fe-
dExed to the user, who sends it on to 
DayTwo’s lab. There the microbiome 
DNA is sequenced and the data is 
plugged into an advanced machine-
learning algorithm.

In about six to eight weeks, users 
receive a microbiome report and a six-
month plan of personalized meal rec-

ommendations to help balance blood 
sugar.
3. World’s fi rst bone implants
In August and December, doctors at 
Emek Medical Center in Afula per-
formed rare bone implants – one on a 
man missing part of his arm bone and 
the second on a man missing fi ve cen-
timeters of his shinbone, both as the 
result of car accidents.

Normally, the human body can-
not restore bone segments, but revolu-
tionary tissue-engineering technology 
developed by Haifa-based Bonus Bio-
Group enables growing semi-solid live 
bone tissue from the patient’s own fat 
cells.

The tissue is then injected back into 
the patient’s body in the expectation 
that the missing bone fragment will be 
regenerated in around six weeks with-
out any danger of implant rejection or 
the complications of traditional bone 
transplants.

“This surgery is truly science fi c-
tion; it changes the entire game in or-
thopedics,” said Dr. Nimrod Rozen, 
head of orthopedics at Emek, who car-
ried out the experimental procedure.

In the future, the Bonus BioGroup 
regeneration technology could be used 
for a variety of bone-loss conditions, 
including bone cancer, for which there 
is currently no solution.
4. Artifi cial cornea
An early-stage Israeli ophthalmic med-
ical devices startup developed a revo-
lutionary artifi cial cornea implant that 
holds out hope to millions of blind and 
visually-impaired people.

The nanotech-based synthetic cor-
nea by CorNeat Vision of Ra’anana 
proved successful in initial tests on ani-
mals. The company plans human im-

plantations in Israel in mid-2018, and a 
larger clinical trial in the United States.

According to the World Health Or-
ganization, diseases of the cornea are 
the second leading cause of blindness 
worldwide, aff ecting as many as 30 
million people.

“Unlike previous devices, which at-
tempt to integrate optics into the native 
cornea, CorNeat’s implant leverages

a virtual space under the conjunctiva 
that is rich with fi broblast cells, heals 
quickly and provides robust long-term 
integration,” said CorNeat Vision’s 
Almog Aley-Raz. The surgical proce-
dure takes just 30 minutes.
5. Hernia surgery just got simpler
In June, ISRAEL21c reported on a 
new tool developed by Via Surgical 
for attaching mesh to tissue, allowing 
surgeons to treat hernias with fewer 
complications, less pain and faster re-
covery.

In the U.S. alone, some fi ve million 
people have a hernia – a protrusion of 
an organ or tissue through a weak spot 
in the abdomen or groin — according 
to the National Center for Health Sta-
tistics.

Traditionally, open hernia-repair 
surgery involved stitching a mesh 

Prof. Uri Nir (fourth from right) and his lab team 
(photo courtesy of Bar-Ilan University)

A revolutionary new artifi cial cornea could 
one day restore sight to millions of people 

around the world (photo via Shutterstock.com)
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patch, or surrounding tissue, over the 
weak tissue. Today, many hernias are 
repaired laparoscopically, but because 
suturing through tiny laparoscopic in-
cisions is diffi  cult, most surgeons use a 
less ideal solution – screw-like tacks to 
secure the mesh to the abdominal wall 
or bone.

Via Surgical’s unique FasTouch 
cartridge system, which received FDA 
approval in 2016, affi  xes prosthetic 
material to soft tissue. It is designed 
like sutures and delivered like tacks, 
with the goal of providing the best of 
both worlds for laparoscopic hernia 
repair.

“Surgeons are very excited about 
it,” says Lena Levin, cofounder and 
CFO of Via Surgical. “Hernia repair is 
one of the most common surgeries.
6. Screening newborns for autism
Israeli engineer Raphael Rembrand de-
veloped a simple noninvasive way to 
screen newborns for signs of autism 
using the same instrument currently 
used to test infants’ hearing.

The SensPD diagnostic test, now 
ready for clinical trials, uses opto-
acoustic emissions as an indicator of 
the baby’s overall sensory perception.

It can be administered hours after 
birth, and because the inner-ear mech-
anism develops in the third trimester 
of pregnancy, one day it may even be 
possible to screen for autism spectrum 
disorders prenatally.

Some three million children are 
diagnosed with autism every year. The 
earlier the condition is detected the 
better the possible outcome. Thirty 
years ago, Rembrand’s four-year-old 
son was diagnosed as autistic, but it 
was too late at this point for critical 
early-intervention therapies.

“Applying interventions before the 
age of two results in better than 90% 
success rate in ingraining social skills 
for social integration,” says Rembrand.
7. Reversing cognitive decline 
with cannabis
In May, scientists from the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem and from the 
University of Bonn in Germany an-
nounced that they had restored the 
memory performance of lab mice to a 
juvenile stage by administering a small 
quantity of THC, the active ingredient 
in cannabis.

The report in Nature Medicine
showed that after giving low doses 
of THC to mice over a four-week pe-
riod, the cognitive functions of 12- to 
18-month-old mice treated with canna-
bis were just as good as the functions 
of two-month-old mice in the control 
group.

Clinical trials on humans are to 
follow.

A study by Therapix Biosciences 
presented in September to the Inter-
national Association for Cannabinoid 
Medicines’ Conference on Cannabi-
noids in Cologne, Germany, similarly 
suggested that THC can signifi cantly 
reverse age-related cognitive impair-
ment in old mice.
8. Early diagnostic test for Parkinson’s
This year, Hebrew University of Jeru-
salem PhD student Suaad Abd-Elhadi 
won the Kaye Innovation Award for 
her diagnostic tool, ELISA, which de-
tects Parkinson’s disease at a much ear-
lier stage than existing tools, and better 
tracks progression of the disease and 
response to therapy.

Parkinson’s disease, aff ecting sev-
en to 10 million people worldwide, is 
characterized by stiff ness, tremors and 
shaking. Medication to control symp-
toms is costly.

Currently there are no standard 
diagnostic tests for Parkinson’s other 
than clinical information provided by 
the patient and the fi ndings of a neuro-
logical exam. Once Parkinson’s is re-
vealed, the neurodegenerative disease 
is usually already progressing.

Abd-Elhadi’s diagnostic tool de-
tects the alpha-synuclein protein close-
ly associated with Parkinson’s disease, 

and could lead to a minimally invasive 
and cost-eff ective way to diagnose the 
disorder in time to improve the lives of 
patients.

Abd-Elhadi has demonstrated a 
proof of concept and is analyzing a 
large cohort of samples as part of a 
clinical study. Through its Yissum 
technology transfer company, Hebrew 
University has signed an agreement 
with Integra Holdings for further de-
velopment and commercialization.
9. Hip-Hope cushions falls in elderly
Each year, nearly 3 million seniors 
worldwide are hospitalized due to hip 
fractures – many experiencing a dras-
tic deterioration in quality of life. The 
direct annual cost of treating hip frac-
tures exceeds $15 billion in the U.S. 
alone.

Rather than focus on better ways to 
treat the broken bone, Israeli engineer 
Amatsia Raanan decided to use cut-
ting-edge technology to avoid injury in 

the fi rst place. He and three cofounders 
developed Hip-Hope, a smart wearable 
device designed as a belt.

Once Hip-Hope’s multi-sensor de-
tection system senses an impending 
collision with a ground surface, two 
large airbags are deployed instantly 
from each side of the belt to cushion 
the hips, and a connected smartphone 

app sends an automatic alert message 
to predetermined recipients.

The 1-kilo (2.2-pound) device, due 
to go on sale shortly, even has a built-in 
emergency call button that the user can 
activate in any situation of distress.

Hip-Hope is certifi ed by the CE 
(Europe), FDA (United States), Health-
Canada and AMAR (Israel). In studies 
carried out at a major Canadian lab, 
the Israeli device was proven to reduce 
impact by 90%.
10. An injection that melts fat
Jerusalem-based Raziel Therapeutics 
has developed an injection that melts 
fat cells and postpones the prolifera-
tion of new fat cells. The medication 
generates heat to use up some of the 
free fatty acid that’s produced by fat 
cells in the body, which in turn reduces 
fat tissue.

Obesity has become a worldwide 
epidemic, and the World Obesity Fed-
eration predicts that by 2025, a third 
of the world’s population will be over-
weight or obese.

Raziel’s technology, which targets 
specifi c areas in the body, is now in 
clinical trials in the U.S. Preliminary 
results show a 30 to 50 percent reduc-
tion in subcutaneous fat at the treated 
site after a single injection.

Each treatment lasts between six 
and nine months, but treatment could 
be more eff ective in those who change 
their lifestyle in parallel.
11. Diagnosing sleep disorders while 
you’re awake
An audio-analysis technology devel-
oped at Ben-Gurion University can as-
sess sleep disorders such as obstructive 
sleep apnea (OSA) while the user is 
awake, at home and not hooked up to 
machines or sensors.

The American Sleep Apnea Asso-
ciation estimates that 22 million Amer-
icans suff er from the malady and that 
as many as 80% of moderate to severe 
OSA cases go undiagnosed.

Currently, patients are diagnosed 
using overnight polysomnography 
(PSG) to record brain waves, blood 
oxygen level, heart rate, breathing, and 
eye and leg movements via electrodes 
and sensors.

The new system, which does not 
require contact sensors, could be in-
stalled onto a smartphone or other de-
vice that utilizes ambient microphones. 
It analyzes speech during waking hours 
and records and evaluates overnight 
breathing sounds using new technolo-
gy that is simpler and signifi cantly less 
expensive than PSG.

The researchers have tested the 
system on more than 350 subjects and 
are working toward commercializa-
tion.
12. First implant for heart failure
In July, a 72-year-old Canadian man 
became the world’s fi rst recipient of an 
Israeli-developed implant to treat dia-
stolic heart failure – a fairly common 
condition for which there is no eff ec-
tive long-term treatment.

The minimally invasive surgery 
was performed at Rambam Health Care 
Campus, a medical center in Haifa.

The CORolla implant was devel-
oped by cardiologists at Israeli startup 
CorAssist Cardiovascular of Haifa. 
The elastic device is implanted inside 
the left ventricle and applies direct ex-
pansion force on the ventricle wall to 
help the heart fi ll with blood.

The patient, Robert MacLachlan, 
had run out of treatment options in 

The Hip-Hope booth at the 
2016 Medica Trade Fair in Germany

continued on next page 
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Canada for his diastolic heart failure. 
His wife read about CORolla on the 
Internet and contacted Rambam.
13. Renewing damaged cells
Researchers from the Weizmann Insti-
tute of Science discovered a molecule 
in newborn hearts that appears to con-
trol the process of renewing heart mus-
cle. The fi ndings, published in June 
in Nature, point to new directions for 
research on restoring the function of 
damaged cardiac cells.

Heart disease is the leading cause 
of death worldwide.

The Agrin molecule seems to “un-
lock” the renewal process and enable 
heart-muscle repair – never seen be-

fore outside the womb. Normally, after 
a heart attack the damaged muscle cells 
called cardiomyocytes are replaced by 
scar tissue, which cannot pump blood 
and therefore place a burden on the re-
maining cardiomyocytes.

Following a single injection of 
Agrin, damaged mouse hearts were al-
most completely healed and fully func-
tional. Scar tissue was dramatically 
reduced, and replaced by living heart 
tissue that restored the heart’s pumping 
function.

The research team has begun pre-
clinical studies in larger animals.
Nicky Blackburn, Editor and Israel 
Director, has worked extensively as 
a journalist and editor both in Brit-
ain and Israel for a range of na-
tional and international publications 
including The Cambridge Evening 
News, London News, Travel Week-
ly, Israel High Tech Investor, and The 
Times of London. She was the Associ-
ate Editor at LINK - Israel’s Business 
and Technology Magazine, and the 
High-Tech Correspondent for The Je-
rusalem Post.

Cardiologist Gil Bolotin checking patient Robert 
MacLachlan, the fi rst in the world to receive 

the CORolla implant, at Rambam Health Care 
Campus, Haifa (photo by Pioter Fliter/RHCC)

BRIEFS
ISRAEL NEARING 
9 MILLION PEOPLE
As 2018 begins, Israel’s Central Bureau 
of Statistics reported that 8,793,000 
people currently reside in the country.

6,556,000 are Jewish (75%), 
1,837,000 are Arab (21%), and 400,000 
are non-Arab Christians and others 
(4%). (Amir Alon, Ynet News)

RECORD 3.6 MILLION 
TOURISTS VISIT ISRAEL 
IN 2017
An all-time record 3.6 million tourists 
visited Israel in 2017, 25% more than 
in 2016.

Over 700,000 tourists came from 
the U.S., 21% more than in 2016. Rus-
sia sent 307,000, a 26% increase.

France was third with 284,000 
tourists, 8% more than in 2016, fol-
lowed by Germany with 202,000, a 
34% rise over 2016, and the UK, with 
185,000, 10% more than in 2016.

Other important sources were 
Ukraine with 137,000, China with 
105,000, Italy (93,000), Poland 
(85,000) and Canada (75,000). (Michal 
Raz-Chaimovich, Globes)

ISRAELI ARABS 
HAVE HIGHEST LIFE 
EXPECTANCY IN ARAB-
MUSLIM WORLD
Compared with the populations of 21 
Muslim and Arab countries, Arab Is-
raelis have the highest life expectancy.

The life expectancy of Arab Israe-
lis at birth in 2015 was 79, higher than 
such wealthy countries as Qatar, the 
UAE and Bahrain.

It is also equal to that of the gen-
eral U.S. population. (Taub Center for 
Social Policy Studies in Israel)

SEAL FROM FIRST 
TEMPLE PERIOD FOUND 
AT WESTERN WALL IN 
JERUSALEM
A well-preserved piece of fi red clay 
dating to the First Temple period, with 
the Hebrew inscription “belonging to 
the governor of the city,” was recent-
ly discovered during excavations by 
the Israel Antiquities Authority in the 
Western Wall Plaza in Jerusalem.

The relic, dating from the 6th to 7th 
centuries BCE, “depicts two fi gures 
facing each other, and the lower part 
holds an inscription in ancient Hebrew 
script,” said Dr. Shlomit Weksler-

Bdolah, excavator of the site.
“The fi nding of the seal with this 

high-rank title...supports the assump-
tion that this area...was inhabited by 
highly-ranked offi  cials during the First 
Temple period.”

Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat said 
the fi nd “shows that already 2,700 years 
ago, Jerusalem, the capital of Israel, 
was a strong and central city. Jerusa-
lem is one of the most ancient capitals 
of the world.” (Daniel K. Eisenbud, Je-
rusalem Post)

GAL GADOT IS THE 
HIGHEST-GROSSING 
ACTRESS OF 2017
The numbers are in – Gal Gadot is of-
fi cially the highest-grossing actress 
of 2017, amassing $1.4 billion world-
wide. She is also the third highest-
grossing actor overall, according to 
Forbes’ latest report.

Unless you’ve been living un-
der a rock, you know that 2017 was 
an action-packed year for the Wonder 
Woman star. Gadot played the same 
superhero twice in six months, turning 
herself into a household name and her 
character into a rejuvenated symbol of 
feminism and girl power for today’s 
audience.

“I feel that I’ve got the opportu-
nity to set a great role model for girls 
to look up to a strong, active, compas-
sionate, loving, positive woman and 
I think it’s so important,” Gadot told 
Entertainment Weekly. “It’s about time 
that somebody will do that and I’m 
very privileged and honored to be the 
one.”

Her breakout role as the Amazo-
nian warrior heroine in Wonder Woman
broke box-offi  ce records, bringing in 
$822 million, and making it the high-
est-grossing live narrative fi lm ever 
directed by a woman (Patty Jenkins). 
Justice League, released six months 
later, wasn’t as well received but raked 
in another few millions in box-offi  ce 
money.

Rounding out the top three in 
Forbes’ list of highest earners are fel-
low action stars Vin Diesel, tallying 
$1.6 billion, and Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson, at $1.5 billion.

To compile its annual list, Forbes
used revenue tracker Box Offi  ce Mojo 
to add up global ticket sales of major 
actors’ fi lms. Animated movies were 
not included. (Rebecca Stadlen Amir, 
ISRAEL21c)

Get to know Israel and her people! 
Visit www.SarasotaLovesIsrael.com.

INDEPENDENCE DAY
ISRAEL

SAVE THE DATE

Ha’Ha’Ha’Ha’Ha’AtzmautHa’Ha’Yom

TRADITIONAL ISRAELI FOOD  
AND

FAMILY FUN

SUNDAY, APRIL 15!

Join us as we celebrate Israel’s 70th Birthday!
Where: Boys & Girls Clubs of Sarasota County
 3100 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota
When: Sunday, April 15, 2018, 1-4pm
What: A traditional Israel  
 Independence Celebration
Info: JFEDSRQ.org/Events 07

For more information, contact Jeremy Lisitza at  
jlisitza@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2113
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The month of Adar

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Anne Feibelman, Chaplain 
Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life

“Jew-ish” just doesn’t cut it

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Michael P. Sternfield 
Temple Beth El Brandenton

The Jewish month of Adar begins 
this year on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 14 at sunset. Adar ushers in 

a month of rejoicing and happiness, 
highlighted by the celebration of Pu-
rim in the middle of the month. The 
Talmud says that when the month of 
Adar arrives, the joy in our life grows, 
as we prepare to witness a season of 
miracles. For the Jewish people, the 
Talmud says, this is a month of particu-
lar good fortune.

The name “Adar” is connected to 
the Hebrew word adir, which evokes 
the spirit of power and strength. There 
is a teaching from Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson that adir is a word 
that refers to the Jewish people. And 
in the month of Purim, meaning “lots” 
or “fate,” we are blessed to reflect on 
the strength of our brave ancestors Es-
ther and Mordechai who risked all to 
save their people from annihilation. We 
celebrate the miraculous events that 

led to our salvation and freedom. We 
learn the powerful lesson that although 
God’s name is not once mentioned in 
the Scroll of Esther, God’s presence 
may be hidden from our sight, but is 
still with us at all times.

Adar was also the last month be-
fore Exodus, when the Jewish slaves 
were released from bondage in Egypt. 
It is the last month of slavery for the 
Jewish people. Part of the joy we cele-
brate in the month of Adar is connected 
to the knowledge that Adar serves as an 
opening to the miracle of Pesach.

Adar celebrates redemption and 
miracles in the history of the Jewish 
people, and it also invites us to look 
at the miracles on a personal level in 
our own lives. It could be the birth of 
a new baby in the family, the miracle 
of waking up every morning to a new 
day in sunny Florida, the gentle touch 
of a loved one, the scents and sights of 
spring, or the joy of a relationship that 
brings deep happiness. Rejoicing in 
those moments is the spirit of Adar. We 
are asked to rejoice and feel gratitude 
for our personal moments of good for-
tune and joyous abandon. In this way, 
we bless the moments in our lives and 
raise them up as sacred and holy.

In the Mishnah, Ben Zoma said,” 
Who is rich? The one who rejoices in 
his portion.” (Pirkei Avot, ch. 4) May 
you be blessed with a month of rejoic-
ing and richness!

Where do you see the Jewish 
community in 50 years?” 
This was the question 

posed to 20 rabbis from every branch 
of Judaism by the respected Jewish 
newspaper The Forward. 

As Amos said: “I am not a prophet 
or the son of a prophet.” Therefore, I 
cannot pretend to see that far into the 
future. 

What I do know is that changes 
that were slow to occur in the past 
have accelerated at an incredible pace. 
I read not long ago that medical knowl-
edge is doubling every five years. The 
advancement in technology is breath-
taking. Although religion changes at 
a slower pace than many other things, 
the Jewish community, particularly in 
the U.S., is changing rapidly. Unfor-
tunately, most Jewish institutions, es-
pecially synagogues, are reluctant to 
acknowledge, let alone adjust to, the 
changes that are obvious. I regard this 
as naïve and detrimental. 

Obstacles to success and accultura-
tion that were unfortunate facts of life 
for Jews less than two generations ago 
largely have disappeared. However, 
now that virtually all avenues are open 
to us, the consequence is that we are 
rapidly diminishing. The vast majority 
of young Jews in America are marry-
ing non-Jews. Most are raising their 
children “Jew-ish;” fewer are joining 
synagogues and other Jewish commu-
nal institutions. Here in Florida, 80% 
of all Jews are unaffiliated and it is 
pretty much the same all across Amer-
ica. Some years ago, a national survey 
was conducted about religious identity. 
When asked what is their religion, well 
over half responded: “none.” Those of 
us committed to the preservation of Ju-
daism surely do not like this, but we 
dare not ignore these facts.

The acceptance of Jews in virtually 
all areas is definitely a factor, as is in-
termarriage. But these are not the only 
factors. Organized religion as a whole 
is in decline. Gone are the days when 
families were pretty much expected 
to belong to a church or synagogue. If 
they choose not to participate, that’s 
their choice and there is no downside. 

Since I am a rabbi, I can only 
speak of our community. To be blunt, 
it costs too much to belong to most 
synagogues. It costs about as much 
to be a member of a synagogue as it 
costs to take a nice family vacation. 

Many synagogues seem to regard 
their primary mission to be preserv-
ing the synagogue itself, its facilities 
and its employees. Most pay scant at-
tention to actually serving their mem-
bers. The question should not be “what 
can you do for your synagogue?” but 
rather “what does your synagogue do 
for you?” To keep members connected, 
they need more than emails, colorful 
bulletins and dues statements.

They need a sense that they are 
needed and cared about, and not just 
as contributors. Most Jewish congrega-
tions are not of that mindset. We would 
do well to borrow from the example of 
the Mormons who go to great lengths 
to stay in touch with their members, 
offering tangible support to those in 
need. No wonder they are flourishing.

Synagogues routinely refer to 
themselves as spiritual homes. To 
be a true spiritual home means much 
more than offering religious services, 
programs, celebrations and classes. 
It means to be a community (not an 
edifice or institution) that nurtures the 
human spirit, embracing people when 
they are present, reaching out to them 
when they are absent, staying in touch 
and, most important of all, making 
them feel that they are needed. Far too 
often, synagogues treat members as 
consumers rather than as stakeholders 
and valued participants.

To return to the original question 
about the future of Judaism, with the 
exception of the Orthodox, I fear that 
the end is in sight unless we confront 
today’s reality. If not, it appears to 
me that in the foreseeable future, the 
Jews of America will be sociologi-
cally more and more like the Amish. It 
does not make me happy to say this, 
but the trend is obvious. “Jew-ish” 
just doesn’t cut it. It has no future. No 
doubt there will be many of who affirm 
that they are of Jewish heritage, but 
that is not the same as being Jews. We 
still have time to adjust, but not a lot  
of time.

However, there is also great news. 
The Jewish people will be stronger 
and more vibrant than ever before be-
cause the State of Israel will continue 
to grow and flourish. Already, 43% of 
the world’s Jews live in Israel. With 
every passing day, Israel grows more 
vibrant and self-reliant. One day, there 
will be an end to hostilities. We can 
almost see it on the horizon. Israel 
will be even more of a blessing to the 
world and, God willing, a nation liv-
ing at peace with all. Even if America’s 
Judaism diminishes, Am Yisrael chai, 
the Jewish people lives and thrives! 
Perhaps history will look back on the 
American chapter of Jewish history 
with the sense that we completed our 
mission, by helping the Jewish people 
to become reborn after the catastrophe 
of the Shoah, and by helping assure the 
security and vitality of Israel.

“

Stay informed throughout the month. Sign up for the Jewish Federation’s Enewsletter at www.jfedsrq.org.
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Jerusalem, the capital of Israel

Rabbi Howard A. Simon

By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

The world has become aware of 
the city of Jerusalem, the capi-
tal of Israel, in ways not seen in 

many, many years. The reason for this 
attention is President Donald Trump’s 
decision to recognize Je-
rusalem as Israel’s capital 
and to eventually move 
the United States embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

Comments relating to
this decision have been 
heard throughout the Mid-
dle East and Europe, but 
what is the reality of this 
action? United States pol-
icy has recognized Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital since 1995. The 
Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 stated 
that Jerusalem should remain an undi-
vided city and be considered the capital 
of Israel. The U. S. embassy “should be 
established in Jerusalem no later than 
May 31, 1999.” The Act also stated that 
the president, whomever that may be, 
could delay such a move if he/she be-
lieved it was wrong to make this move 
at that time. Presidents Clinton through 
Obama have delayed this change for a 
variety of reasons.

Israel has believed Jerusalem to be 
its capital since the War of Indepen-
dence was fought in 1948. Jerusalem 
is the seat of Israel’s prime minister, 
president, Knesset, Supreme Court and 

most governmental min-
istries. 

The leadership of Is-
rael was warned that this 
action would be met with 
violence. When one views 
the history of Israel, it is 
realized that every step 
along the way of the Jews 
return to Israel and Jeru-
salem, from the Balfour 
Declaration to the present 

day, has been met with acts of violence. 
Israel has endured attacks, held fi rm to 
its belief that Jerusalem is its capital, 
and has withstood attacks, negative 
comments and a host of threats. 

That is as true today as it has been 
for years. Protests have occurred. 
Statements have been made, threats 
have been forthcoming, but, as of this 
writing, actual attacks have been rare 
and deaths have been held to a mini-
mum. The reason for this is the Arab 
world realizes the major concerns that 

exist in the Middle East today emanate 
not from Israel, but from Iran and ISIS. 
The Israeli-Palestinian matter is of far 
less importance, especially since there 
is agreement between Israel, Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and 
other countries that together they must 
deal with the true threats to this area – 
Iran and ISIS.

The Palestinians are now faced 
with a decision they have dodged for 
years: to accept Israel’s existence, work 
with Israel to attain a peace agreement, 
and trust each other to abide by that 
agreement. In the course of these dis-
cussions, the subject of Jerusalem will 
arise. What decisions will be made de-
pends upon the trust of the two parties.

As the world awaits future results 
in the area, it is wise for all to keep in 
mind the words written by the late Elie 
Wiesel in his book A Beggar in Jeru-
salem. Mr. Wiesel wrote the following: 
“Jerusalem. A name, a promise. Jeru-
salem: Seventeen times destroyed, yet 
never erased. The symbol of survival. 
Jerusalem: The city which miraculous-
ly transforms man into pilgrim; no one 
can enter it and go away unchanged.” 
That is Jerusalem, the capital of the 
State of Israel.
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of The Robert and Esther 
Heller Israel Advocacy Initiative.

Ten basic facts about the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict
By David Harris, AJC CEO, December 25, 2017

In all the discussion about this de-
cades-long confl ict and the quest 
for a solution, some basic facts are 

too often missing, neglected, down-
played or skewed.

Not only does this do a disservice 
to history, but it also contributes to 
prolonging the confl ict by perpetuat-
ing false assumptions and mistaken 
notions.

Consider:
Fact #1: There could have been 

a two-state solution as early as 1947. 
That’s precisely what the UN Special 
Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) 
proposed, recognizing the presence of 
two peoples – and two nationalisms 
– in a territory governed temporarily 
by the United Kingdom. And the UN 
General Assembly decisively endorsed 
the UNSCOP proposal. The Jewish side 
pragmatically accepted the plan, but the 
Arab world categorically rejected it.

Fact #2: When Israel declared in-
dependence on May 14, 1948, it ex-
tended the hand of friendship to its 
Arab neighbors, as clearly evidenced 
by its founding documents and state-
ments. That off er, too, was spurned. 
Instead, fi ve Arab armies declared war 
on the fl edgling Jewish state, seeking 
its total destruction. Despite vastly out-
numbering the Jews and possessing su-
perior military arsenals, they failed in 
their quest.

Fact #3: Until 1967, the eastern part 
of Jerusalem and the entire West Bank 
were in the hands of Jordan, not Israel. 
Had the Arab world wished, an indepen-
dent Palestinian state, with its capital in 
Jerusalem, could have been established 
at any time. Not only did this not hap-
pen, but there is no record of it ever 
having been discussed. To the contrary, 
Jordan annexed the territory, seeking 
full and permanent control. It proceeded 
to treat Jerusalem as a backwater, while 
denying Jews any access to Jewish 
holy sites in the Old City and destroy-
ing the synagogues there. Meanwhile, 
Gaza was under Egyptian military rule. 
Again, there was no talk of sovereignty 
for the Palestinians there, either.

Fact #4: In May 1967, the Egyp-
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As the world awaits future results 
in the area, it is wise for all to keep in 
mind the words written by the late Elie 
Wiesel in his book A Beggar in Jeru-
salem. Mr. Wiesel wrote the following: 
“Jerusalem. A name, a promise. Jeru-
salem: Seventeen times destroyed, yet 
never erased. The symbol of survival. 
Jerusalem: The city which miraculous-
ly transforms man into pilgrim; no one 
can enter it and go away unchanged.” 
That is Jerusalem, the capital of the 
State of Israel.
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of The Robert and Esther 
Heller Israel Advocacy Initiative.

Ten basic facts about the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict
By David Harris, AJC CEO, December 25, 2017

In all the discussion about this de-
cades-long confl ict and the quest 
for a solution, some basic facts are 

too often missing, neglected, down-
played or skewed.

Not only does this do a disservice 
to history, but it also contributes to 
prolonging the confl ict by perpetuat-
ing false assumptions and mistaken 
notions.

Consider:
Fact #1: There could have been 

a two-state solution as early as 1947. 
That’s precisely what the UN Special 
Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) 
proposed, recognizing the presence of 
two peoples – and two nationalisms 
– in a territory governed temporarily 
by the United Kingdom. And the UN 
General Assembly decisively endorsed 
the UNSCOP proposal. The Jewish side 
pragmatically accepted the plan, but the 
Arab world categorically rejected it.

Fact #2: When Israel declared in-
dependence on May 14, 1948, it ex-
tended the hand of friendship to its 
Arab neighbors, as clearly evidenced 
by its founding documents and state-
ments. That off er, too, was spurned. 
Instead, fi ve Arab armies declared war 
on the fl edgling Jewish state, seeking 
its total destruction. Despite vastly out-
numbering the Jews and possessing su-
perior military arsenals, they failed in 
their quest.

Fact #3: Until 1967, the eastern part 
of Jerusalem and the entire West Bank 
were in the hands of Jordan, not Israel. 
Had the Arab world wished, an indepen-
dent Palestinian state, with its capital in 
Jerusalem, could have been established 
at any time. Not only did this not hap-
pen, but there is no record of it ever 
having been discussed. To the contrary, 
Jordan annexed the territory, seeking 
full and permanent control. It proceeded 
to treat Jerusalem as a backwater, while 
denying Jews any access to Jewish 
holy sites in the Old City and destroy-
ing the synagogues there. Meanwhile, 
Gaza was under Egyptian military rule. 
Again, there was no talk of sovereignty 
for the Palestinians there, either.

Fact #4: In May 1967, the Egyp-

tian and Syrian governments repeat-
edly threatened to annihilate Israel, 
as these countries demanded that UN 
peacekeeping forces be withdrawn 
from the region. Moreover, Israeli ship-
ping lanes to its southern port of Eilat 
were blocked, and Arab troops were 
deployed to front-line positions. The 
Six-Day War was the outcome, a war 
that Israel won. Coming into posses-
sion of the Gaza Strip, Golan Heights, 
Sinai Peninsula, West Bank and eastern 
Jerusalem, Israel extended feelers to its 
Arab neighbors, via third parties, seek-
ing a “land for peace” formula. The 
Arab response came back on Septem-
ber 1, 1967, from Khartoum, Sudan, 
where the Arab League nations were 
meeting. The message was unmistak-
able: “No peace with Israel, no rec-
ognition of Israel, and no negotiations 
with Israel.” Yet another opportunity to 
end the confl ict had come and gone.

Fact #5: In November 1977, Egyp-
tian President Anwar Sadat broke with 
the Arab rejectionist consensus. He 
traveled to the Israeli capital of Jeru-
salem to meet with Israeli leaders and 
address Israel’s parliament and speak 
of peace. Two years later, underscor-
ing the lengths to which Israel was 
prepared to go to end the confl ict, a 
deal was reached, in which Israel – led, 
notably, by a right-wing government– 
yielded the vast Sinai Peninsula, with 
its strategic depth, oil deposits, settle-
ments and air bases, in exchange for 
the promise of a new era in relations 
with the Arab world’s leading country. 
In 1981, Sadat was slain by the Muslim 
Brotherhood for his alleged perfi dy, but 
his legacy of peace with Israel, thank-
fully, has endured.

Fact #6: In September 1993, Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation (PLO) reached an agreement, 
known as the Oslo Accords, off ering 
hope for peace on that front as well, but 
eight months later, PLO Chairman Yas-
ser Arafat confi rmed the suspicions of 
many that he was not honest, when he 
was caught on tape in a Johannesburg 
mosque asserting that this agreement 
was nothing more than a temporary 

truce until fi nal victory.
Fact #7: In 1994, Jordan’s King 

Hussein, following in the footsteps 
of Egyptian President Sadat, reached 
an agreement with Israel, again dem-
onstrating Israel’s readiness for peace 
– and willingness to make territorial 
sacrifi ces when sincere Arab leaders 
come forward.

Fact #8: In 2000-1, Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak, leading a left-of-
center government and supported by 
the Clinton administration, off ered a 
groundbreaking two-state arrangement 
to Arafat, including a bold compromise 
on Jerusalem. Not only did the Pal-
estinian leader reject the off er, but he 
shockingly told Clinton that Jews had 
never had any historical connection to 
Jerusalem, gave no counter-off er, and 
triggered a new wave of Palestinian 
violence that led to more than 1,000 Is-
raeli fatalities (proportionately equiva-
lent to 40,000 Americans).

Fact #9: In 2008, three years after 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
unilaterally withdrew all Israeli sol-
diers and settlers from Gaza, only to 
see Hamas seize control and destroy 
another chance for coexistence, Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert went even 
further than Barak in extending an olive 
branch to the Palestinian Authority. He 
off ered a still more generous two-state 
proposal, but got no formal response 
from Mahmoud Abbas, Arafat’s suc-

The AJC West Coast Florida 
offi  ce, located in Sarasota, 

can be reached at 
941.365.4955.

cessor. A Palestinian negotiator sub-
sequently acknowledged in the media 
that the Israeli plan would have given 
his side the equivalent of 100 percent 
of the disputed lands under discussion.

Fact #10: At the request of the 
Obama administration, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu agreed 
to a ten-month freeze on settlement-
building in 2010, as a good-faith ges-
ture to lure the Palestinians back to 
the table. Regrettably, it failed. The 
Palestinians didn’t show up. Instead, 
they have continued to this day their 
strategy of incitement; attempts to by-
pass Israel – and face-to-face talks – by 
going to international organizations in-
stead; denial of the age-old Jewish link 
to Jerusalem and, by extension, the re-
gion; and lifetime fi nancial support for 
captured terrorists and the families of 
suicide bombers.

Isn’t it high time to draw some 
obvious conclusions from these facts, 
recognize the many lost opportunities 
to reach a settlement because of a con-
sistent “no” from one side, and call on 
the Palestinians to start saying “yes” 
for a change?
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ISRAEL ADVOCACY IN
ACTION

Mark your calendar for upcoming 92nd St Y Podcasts: 
February 21st -Elie Wiesel, Nobel Laureate winner, writer, 

professor and Holocaust survivor; “To Life!” A Celebration   

March 21st - On David Ben Gurion: Father of Modern Israel

All starting at 7:00 pm and all at no cost!

Temple Beth El 
Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch
www.templebethelbradenton.com

5150 Peridia Blvd East    
941-755-4900

Temple Beth El also has a monthly International Film Series with 
dinner and many other events. A Full service Reform Congregation 

with full time Rabbi and Cantor. Musical and Family Shabbats, 
Hebrew School and more…

www.templebethelbradenton.com
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The comparison between man and tree

Education Corner
By Chanie Bukiet

We are just coming off  the 
holiday of Tu B’Shvat, hav-
ing celebrated the “New 

Year for the Trees” on January 31. Tu 
B’Shvat has its own customs, which 
our Rabbis associate with the phrase, 
“Is man a tree of the fi eld?” 

There is a commandment in the 
Torah referred to as orlah, literally 
translated as concealment. Orlah

means that we may not partake in the 
fruit of trees that were planted for the 
fi rst three years.

Since humans are compared to 
trees, just as the fruit of the fi rst three 
years are off  limits for human consump-
tion, similarly, a child’s hair should be 
left alone for the fi rst years of life, and 
only afterwards can it be cut.

A Jewish boy marks the transi-
tion from babyhood to childhood with 
a haircutting ceremony – an upsherin
– on his third Jewish birthday. His 
education then takes a leap. He is now 
ready to produce and share his unique 
gifts with the world. The world now 
begins to benefi t from the Torah study 
and mitzvot of this young child.

The comparison between man and 
tree has much to teach us when educat-
ing our children.

A tree may be divided into three 
parts: roots; trunk, branches and leaves; 
and fruit. 

Though the roots of a tree are not 
visible, they serve two vital functions: 

they support the tree, enabling it to 
withstand strong winds, and they de-
liver most of its nourishment. 

The trunk, branches and leaves 
constitute the bulk of the tree’s body, 
refl ect its growth and make the tree at-
tractive to the onlooker – but they are 
not its ultimate purpose.

It is the fruit that benefi ts others 
and contains the seeds which bear the 
species’ promise for posterity.

These components of the tree sym-
bolize aspects of our personalities. 

The roots represent faith, the spiri-
tual quality which connects man to 
G-d, the source of his nourishment. 
As a person develops spiritually, he 
learns to rely on his strong foundations 
of faith for support.

The trunk, branches and leaves rep-
resent our study of Torah, observance 
of the mitzvot, and the expression of 
Jewish values in our daily conduct. 
These enable a person to develop him-
self and they generate an inner beauty 
which makes him attractive to others.

The ultimate fulfi llment of a per-
son, however, is his fruits. These are 
his involvements – fi rst with his own 
family, the seeds he has planted, but 
also with the people around him. 
Through his eff orts to become involved 
with others, one tree can bring another 
into being. 

The custom of cutting a child’s hair 
at three years old is an indication for us 
to ensure that our children have strong 
roots; trunk, branches and leaves; and 
fruit. And then one tree can produce 
another. There is no greater joy than 
watching our own children produce 
fruits of their own, be it in their own 
good deeds, or raising the next genera-
tion of trees.

May we all be blessed with won-
derful, fragrant fruits of good deeds 
and good children.
Chanie Bukiet is the program and edu-
cational director at Chabad of Braden-
ton and Lakewood Ranch.

Your New
Best Friend
is Waiting!

We are open:
Weekdays 11-7
Weekends 11-5

2542 17th St
Sarasota, FL 34234

941-366-2404 
www.catdepot.org

WE STAND FOR ISRAEL AND THE JEWISH  PEOPLE.

For more info visit jfedsrq.org

SAVE THE DATE

April 13: Opening Night Film & Block Party | April 21: Closing Night Film & Wrap Party

April 13 - 22, 2018
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Read the current and previous editions of  The Jewish News online at www.jfedsrq.org.

LIVE

LAUGH CELEBRATE

DREAM

INSPIRE

READ

LOVE

For more information, contact  
Andrea Eiffert at aeiffert@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.552.6308

PJ Library helps families on their Jewish journey by sending Jewish-
content books and music on a monthly basis to children from age 
six-months to eight-years. This program is completely free for families, 
thanks to the generosity of The Harold Grinspoon Foundation, The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and our incredible donors.

Sign-up Today at JFEDSRQ.org/pj-library

Don’t miss the newest chapter of  
PJ Library for kids...ages 9-11!

NEW
 

PRO
GRAM

Sign up at pjourway.org

Rabbi Meir Azari

Community Day enjoys visit by Israeli Reform rabbi

Hanukkah happens 
at Temple Emanu-El

Preparing students to  
be LEADERS and  

GLOBAL CITIZENS

Hershorin Schiff Community Day School
1050 S. Tuttle Ave. Sarasota  |  (941) 552-2770  

www.CommunityDay.org

• Preschool - 8th grade
• Rigorous, project-based curriculum
• Individualized, accelerated program
• Multiple foreign languages
• Fine arts programs daily
• Competitive athletics
• Intensive outdoor learning and play
• Convenient hours for working 
   parents
• Accredited by FCIS, FKC &     
   PRIZMAH

As the middle schoolers at Her-
shorin Schiff  Community Day 
School prepare for their spring 

trip to Tel Mond, Israel, Community 
Day continues to develop and nurture 
numerous connections between its 
students and peers and institutions in 
Israel. Most recently, the school was 
honored with a visit by Rabbi Meir 
Azari of The Daniel Centers for Pro-
gressive Judaism, who was in town for 
a couple of days.

The rabbi was invited to tour the 
school by Community Day board 
member Rachel Saltzberg, whose 

daughter’s bat mitzvah was held at 
the Daniel Centers in Tel 
Aviv this past April. Dur-
ing his visit, Rabbi Azari 
spoke with students who 
were making Hanukkah 
crafts, observed chil-
dren working on school 
projects, and spoke with 
Saltzberg and head of 
school Dan Ceaser.

“I’m so glad you… 
let us see the amazing 
community school that you have built 
and continue to grow in Sarasota,” 

Rabbi Azari wrote in a message to 
school leadership. “This 
type of school is the fu-
ture of Jewish educa-
tion and day schools. It 
breaks down walls and 
encourages tolerance and 
inclusivity and the Jew-
ish spirit, much like what 
we have done in Tel Aviv 
with the Daniel Centers. 
I am confi dent this will 
be a model for others 

around the country.”
Rabbi Azari invited Community 

Day to partner with Beit Daniel, and its 
leaders and students to visit, an honor 
Ceaser appreciates.

“Rabbi Azari’s affi  rmation of our 
value to Jewish continuity eff orts and 
to create a more tolerant and inclusive 
future is an incredible tribute to the 
work we’re doing here,” said Ceaser. 
“We are grateful for the relationships 
we have developed with people and 
organizations in Israel. They have en-
riched our activities and enhanced 
learning at Community Day in innu-
merable ways.”

The ultimate fulfi llment of a per-
son, however, is his fruits. These are 
his involvements – fi rst with his own 
family, the seeds he has planted, but 
also with the people around him. 
Through his eff orts to become involved 
with others, one tree can bring another 
into being. 

The custom of cutting a child’s hair 
at three years old is an indication for us 
to ensure that our children have strong 
roots; trunk, branches and leaves; and 
fruit. And then one tree can produce 
another. There is no greater joy than 
watching our own children produce 
fruits of their own, be it in their own 
good deeds, or raising the next genera-
tion of trees.

May we all be blessed with won-
derful, fragrant fruits of good deeds 
and good children.
Chanie Bukiet is the program and edu-
cational director at Chabad of Braden-
ton and Lakewood Ranch. The celebration certainly lived up 

to its name at Temple Emanu-
El’s “Hanukkah Happening” on 

December 15 as over 200 temple mem-
bers and guests of all ages gathered to 
celebrate the Festival of Lights with 
spirit and joy.

The evening began with a deli-
cious dinner featuring brisket, roasted 
chicken, salad – and of course plenty of 
crispy latkes with applesauce and sour 
cream, and sufganiyot for dessert! After 

feasting on the meal, adults socialized 
with old and new friends as children 
scattered to create edible dreidels, col-
or Hanukkah crafts, and play dreidel 
together. Families also enjoyed a 50/50 
raffl  e (thanks to winner Judilee Sterne 
for donating her prize back to the reli-
gious school!), a silent auction, and a 
visit from Hanukkah hero Judah Mac-
cabee. Among the highlights of the 
celebration was the annual menorah-
making contest as children showed off  

their creativity in crafting 
hanukiyyot from every 
material from Legos to 
nail polish!

The celebration con-
tinued as participants 
packed the sanctuary for 
Temple Emanu-El’s an-
nual Hanukkah service. 
Singing songs and light-
ing the menorah – an 
18th-century silver meno-
rah from Poland that was 
mysteriously found in a 
storage closet 11 years 
ago and lovingly restored 
by temple members – con-
tributed to the joyful and 
festive atmosphere. Rabbi 
Brenner Glickman also 
refl ected on his Hanuk-
kah travels last year to the 
town of Modiin, where 
the Maccabees’ rebellion 
began, and our people’s 
restoration and rededica-
tion of our ancient home-
land.

Congratulations and 
thanks were off ered to 
Director of Education 
Sabrina Silverberg, Beth 
Steiner and the many 
volunteers and parents 
who made the “Hanuk-
kah Happening” such a 
beautiful night. For more 
information about holiday 
celebrations at Temple 
Emanu-El, please call 
941.371.2788.

The Murphy sisters showed their Hanukkah spirit with smiles – 
and a Hanukkah headband!

Temple Emanu-El Religious School students 
Ava Rosin and Dani Mallitz made edible dreidels

Friday Night Live 
for teens
CTeen at Chabad of Sarasota is 

starting a new monthly initia-
tive – Friday Night Live. It will 

take place on the fi rst Friday of every 
month. The teens will join the congre-
gation for the short Shabbat service, 
which will be followed by a special 
teen Oneg Shabbat. 

All teens in grades 7-12 are wel-
come to join to honor the Shabbat with 
great camaraderie and delicious hors 

d’oeuvres and desserts.
The Friday Night Live program, 

which takes place from 7:00 to 8:15 
p.m. at Chabad of Sarasota (7700 Be-
neva Road), will bring the excitement 
of Shabbat to teens in a fun and mean-
ingful way.

Friday Night Live is open to all 
teens free of charge. Advance reserva-
tions are required. Call 941.925.0770 
or email ella@chabadofsarasota.com.

Your New
Best Friend
is Waiting!

We are open:
Weekdays 11-7
Weekends 11-5

2542 17th St
Sarasota, FL 34234

941-366-2404 
www.catdepot.org

STAY CONNECTED
pinterest.com/jfedsrq
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STAY CONNECTED

Instagram.com/jfedsrq

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

jfedsrq.org
FAMILY

The GAN at Temple Sinai celebrates Chanukah
at Gulf Gate Library

T tu bS vh a
ON THE FARM...ISRAELI STYLE!

Young families are invited to attend

Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

Sunday, January 28, 2018 | 1-3pm 
Rudd Farm, 3615 Hidden River Rd, Sarasota FL

Celebrate the “New Year of the Trees” with special Tu b’Shvat foods,  
horse rides, scavenger hunt, games, prizes and more. 

This event is FREE and fun for the whole family!
For more information,  contact Rebecca Rothstein at 941.955.8121

PLEASE REGISTER AT: JFEDSRQ.org/Events

Sponsored by the PJ Library, The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, and Temple Beth Sholom

Jett Segal and Laura Freedman, Temple Sinai’s 
Director of Early Childhood Education, 

at the GAN Chanukah celebration

The GAN at Temple Sinai in con-
junction with Gulf Gate Library 
hosted a community-wide Cha-

nukah celebration on Wednesday, De-
cember 13. Children of all ages along 
with multigenerational families cele-
brated the miracle of Chanukah. Laura 
Freedman, Temple Sinai’s Director 
of Early Childhood Education, spoke 
about the story of Chanukah and read 
a Chanukah book helping the children 
to understand the history and meaning 
of Chanukah.

Gulf Gate Library volunteers and 
librarians cooked latkes and provided 
tons of family crafts. Laura Freedman 
brought out plain cookies and told the 
children that they were bare and had 
to be covered. “You need to get them 
dressed,” she declared, and the chil-
dren delighted in decorating the cook-
ies with layers of frosting and sprinkles 
galore. They loved eating the decorat-
ed cookies. The latkes were also a big 
favorite.

Following the program, the chil-
dren were excited to pick out their own 
books to read and play in the children’s 
section with old and new friends. The 
evening of playing dreidel, hearing 
Chanukah stories, arts and crafts, and 
eating tasty treats in the library was a 
wonderful learning experience for the 
children and enjoyed by all. 

For more information about The 
GAN at Temple Sinai, visit www.the
gansarasota.org or call 941.926.9462.

Zoe Herman at the GAN Chanukah celebration

Three generations of the Rosenberg Family
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Celebrate Shabbat at Hunsader Farms with a petting zoo and Shabbat blessings, songs, 
movement, and a story with Temple Emanu-El Rabbi Michael Shefrin. Enjoy a train ride 
and pick fresh strawberries with old friends and new ones. Bring a picnic lunch, and we’ll 
treat your family to a pint of fresh strawberries and ice cream for the kids! 

For more information, contact Rabbi Elaine Glickman, 941.379.1997

Register via JFEDSRQ.org/PJ
SPONSORED BY
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Please submit your 
life cycle events 

(births, B’nai Mitzvah, 
anniversaries, 
weddings) to 

jewishnews@jfedsrq.org
Photos are 

appreciated; 
email as JPGs 

at 300ppi.

30th Larry & Laurie Diner
Temple Emanu-El

ANNIVERSARIES
15th Beth & Jay Vandroff 
Temple Emanu-El

Or give it to a friend 
to read and ask 

them to recycle it.
You can also read 
The Jewish News 

online at 
www.jfedsrq.org.

Please RECYCLE 
this newspaper!

HebrewMemorialSarasota.com

24 Hour Information at (941) 955-1075

• Chevra Kadisha 
• Pre-need Trusts
• Cremations
• Free Burial Plots 
   for Veterans/Spouse 

2426 Bee Ridge Road
Sarasota, FL 34239

•  REFORM  •  CONSERVATIVE  •  ORTHODOX  •

FUNERAL SERVICES

The Area’s ONLY Jewish Owned & Operated Funeral Home

Specializing in local burial, out-of-state transfers,  
and burial in Israel

Michael, David, Pati and Steven Gross

jfedsrq.org
SENIORS

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

During times of neeD for generations 
Jewish members of sarasota & manatee  
County Communities have turneD  
to toale brothers.

Gerry Ronkin
Jewish Family Coordinator

OFFICE

941-955-4171 
CELL

941-809-5195
www.ToaleBrothers.com

loCally owneD  
& operateD for  
over 100 years

3 generations 
of toale family 

management  

BAT MITZVAH

Stay connected @ 
www.jfedsrq.org

Sarasota-Manatee 
Chevra Kadisha

941.224.0778
941.377.4647
941.921.4740

1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota, FL 34237

TAHARA

941.484.2790

941.921.4740
women 

men 

941.349.3611

LEAVING TOWN?
Be sure Be sure THE JEWISH NEWSTHE JEWISH NEWSTHE JEWISH NEWS follows you. follows you. follows you.

Send your new address to Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0Send your new address to Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0

IN MEMORIAM
Phyllis Balmat, 79, of Venice, December 19
Shirley W. Brodsky, 92, of Sarasota, December 26
Michael R. Friedman, 78, of University Park, December 26
Ida M. Goldstein, 78, of Sarasota, December 3
Dorothy Kreisman, 90, of Sarasota, December 15
Gabrielle Miller, 91, of Sarasota, December 22
Richard L. Myerson, 96, of Sarasota, formerly of Brookline, MA, December 17
Carol J. Oltchick, 78, of Sarasota, December 6
Frances Ruderman, 98, of Sarasota, formerly of New York, NY, November 22
Stanley Scherer, 82, of Sarasota, formerly of Bronx/New York, NY, 
November 28
Perry Ury, 91, of Sarasota, December 7
Rita Wolfson, 93, of Sarasota, December 7

Naomi Stupp, daughter of Dr. Elliott & Evelyne Stupp, and sister of Eliana 
& Gabrielle, February 10, Chabad of Sarasota

Learn more at jfedsrq.org/help

The Jewish Federation offers assistance for all ages, like: Camp 
Grants, Overseas Grants, Education Scholarships, Religious 

Scholarships, and Women’s Giving Circle Grants. Plus, 
complimentary programs like PJ Library, Shalom Baby and Senior 
services provide unique support throughout Sarasota and Manatee. 
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Celebrate Shabbat at Hunsader Farms with a petting zoo and Shabbat blessings, songs, 
movement, and a story with Temple Emanu-El Rabbi Michael Shefrin. Enjoy a train ride 
and pick fresh strawberries with old friends and new ones. Bring a picnic lunch, and we’ll 
treat your family to a pint of fresh strawberries and ice cream for the kids! 

For more information, contact Rabbi Elaine Glickman, 941.379.1997

Register via JFEDSRQ.org/PJ
SPONSORED BY
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941.953.3368 • VANWEZEL.ORG         
Box Office Hours:  M-F 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-4pm; Open Later & Sunday on Show Days 

MARCH ROARS INTO THE VAN WEZEL!

Prices, dates, times & programs subject to change without notice.

SPONSORS: WUSF Public Media, Wilde Lexus of Sarasota, ABC7, Van Wezel Foundation, 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, Herald-Tribune Media Group

YEKWON SUNWOO, GOLD MEDALIST2017 Van Cliburn International Piano CompetitionProgram includes RACHMANINOV: Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, OP 43  (24’)

NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OF CUBASUN, MAR 11 • 7PM

TUE & WED, MAR 6 & 7 • 7PM

Mirror Ball Winner Tony Dovolani, 

Anna Trebunskaya & Special Guest Lesley Ann Warren

MON
MAR 12 

8PM Audra
   McDonald
   IN CONCERT

WED, MAR 14
8PM

RICK
SPRINGFIELD

THUR, MAR 15

8PM
WED

MAR 21 
8PM

THUR, MAR 22 • 8PM

Academy of St. Martin 
in the Fields with 
JOSHUA BELL

SAT, MAR 24
8PM

MAR 27 - APR 1

SUN, MAR 11 • 7PM

TUE, MAR 13 • 2 & 8PM


