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Michael Ritter

LIFE & LEGACY™ meets its 
Year One goal in just six months!

WE HIT OUR MARK!

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
is proud to welcome Michael Ritter as its new 
president. Michael has been a longtime, ac-

tive member of The Federation board, having served 
most recently as treasurer and vice presi-
dent. “I am thrilled to welcome Michael 
as our incoming president. Our Federa-
tion is fortunate to have a leader with his 
Federation experience, fi nancial back-
ground and desire to serve the commu-
nity. I look forward to working with him 
as we continue to work toward our vision 
of a vibrant Jewish community,” said 
Federation Executive Director Howard 
Tevlowitz. 

A retired CPA and senior partner at Ernst & 
Young, Ritter moved to Sarasota-Manatee in 2006 
from Northeast Ohio, where he still serves on the 
board and Administrative Committee for the Jew-
ish Federation of Cleveland. “Sarasota-Manatee is 

a wonderful community with many dedicated and 
philanthropic Jews from throughout the United 
States and other countries,” said Ritter. “I’m hon-
ored to serve as our Federation’s president. We are 

fortunate to have an outstanding staff  as 
well as great volunteers who have eff ec-
tively served The Federation and other 
Jewish organizations here and elsewhere 
over the years. I hope to continue many 
of the initiatives that they have pursued, 
as well as to focus on the current chal-
lenges that many Jews are facing locally 
and throughout the world.”

In addition to his Federation involve-
ment, Ritter currently serves as Board 

Chair for the Perlman Music Program/Suncoast and 
is also on the boards of the Israel Tennis Centers 
Foundation and Parkwood LLC. In his spare time, 
he loves spending time with his children and grand-
children in Chicago and Westport, Connecticut.

Happy
Chanukah

FROM THE BOARD AND STAFF OF

Gisele Pintchuck

By Gisele Pintchuck, LIFE & LEGACY™ Director

One year ago, The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee embarked on a journey 
to promote change in the philanthropic cul-

ture of our Jewish community with the launching of 
the LIFE & LEGACY™ program.

In just six short months since the April 1 program 
kickoff , our community has already met its Year One 

goal! The program results 
are extraordinary! The min-
imum community goal of 
securing 198 Letters of In-
tent was exceeded, and the 
estimated volume of legacy 
gifts was astonishing: 213 
LETTERS OF INTENT 
REPRESENTING OVER 
$6 MILLION IN PROM-
ISED GIFTS TO THE 
JEWISH COMMUNITY!

The Jewish Federation, along with Chabad of 
Sarasota & Manatee Counties, Chabad of Bradenton 
& Lakewood Ranch, Chabad of Venice & North Port, 
Hershorin Schiff  Community Day School, JFCS of 
the Suncoast, Jewish Housing Council Foundation, 
Temple Beth Israel, Temple Beth Sholom, Temple 
Emanu-El and Temple Sinai, have teamed up to 

engage donors in 
conversation and 
promote the impor-
tance of planning 
for the future and 
securing Jewish tomorrows for generations to come.

“This program is a real game changer,” said 
Albert Ernest, Chair of the LIFE & LEGACY pro-
gram. “It does two important things at the same time: 
enables donors to fulfi ll their philanthropic wishes 
by supporting specifi c needs in the Jewish commu-
nity, and provides critical resources for our agencies, 
synagogues and community to meet unforeseen chal-
lenges and build for the future.” 

The four-year program, a transformative collab-
oration between the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and ten 
local Jewish organizations listed above, is designed 
to promote after-lifetime giving. Through training, 
support and monetary incentives, LIFE & LEGACY 
motivates Jewish organizations to secure legacy 
gifts, steward donors and integrate legacy giving into 
the philanthropic culture of the Jewish community.

For more information about the program, con-
tact Gisele Pintchuck, LIFE & LEGACY Director, 
at 941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org.
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Jewish Federations of North America update 
on national emergency response efforts
By Mark Gurvis, Executive Vice President, Jewish Federations of North America, October 27, 2017

The Jewish Federations of North 
America’s (JFNA) Emergency 
Committee, and many of our 

Federations on the front lines of ad-
dressing natural disasters, have had an 
extraordinarily busy and taxing eight 
weeks since the start of Hurricane Har-
vey. We thank all of our Federations 
and Network communities who have 
worked to mobilize support and re-
sources through our Jewish Federation 
system in addressing the many urgent 
needs arising from these disasters.

Following is an update on the work 
of our system to date:
Hurricane Harvey
Seven weeks following the end of the 
rain, Houston and the other areas af-
fected by Hurricane Harvey are still 
in fairly early stages of recovery. With 
more than 2,000 Jewish homes fl ooded 
and eight major institutional facili-
ties in the Jewish community sustain-
ing catastrophic damage, the scope of 
issues facing the Houston Jewish com-
munity is enormous.

To date, approximately $17.9M 
has been raised through the Jewish 
Federation system, as follows:

 � $6.5M raised by Jewish Federa-
tions across North America

 � $9.1M raised by the Jewish Fed-

eration of Greater Houston
 � $1.3M contributed by Jewish 

Foundations (does not include 
foundation grants to local Federa-
tions or the Houston Federation, 
which are incorporated in the fi g-
ures above)

 � $1M committed by the Govern-
ment of Israel
Of this amount, over $12M has 

been allocated through the Houston 
Federation and the national Emergen-
cy Committee process to provide direct 
relief to fl ood victims (trauma counsel-
ing, case management and fi nancial 

assistance), to help these individuals 
and families stay connected to Jew-
ish life and community, and to address 
institutional sustainability and repair 
issues. The focus of the Jewish Fed-
erations’ national funding is primarily 
in the area of relief to fl ood victims. 
While the primary focus is on the enor-
mous impact of the fl ood in Houston, 

our Emergency Committee has also 
worked with the small communities 
in Galveston and Beaumont to assist 
them.

JFNA’s Emergency Committee is 
meeting again during the week of Oc-
tober 30 to consider a signifi cant fur-
ther allocation of national funds.
Hurricanes Irma and Maria
The impact on mainland Florida from 
Hurricane Irma was less severe than 
anticipated, especially for the larger 
concentrations of Jewish population on 
Florida’s east coast. While the larger 
communities in South Florida (Miami, 

Broward County, South Palm Beach 
and Palm Beach) were generally able 
to address the issues in their own com-
munities and extend assistance to other 
communities, there was heavier impact 
on some of the smaller communities 
further west and north (Collier Coun-
ty, Jacksonville and St. Augustine). A 
unique role was fulfi lled by Chabad 

across numerous Florida communities 
in providing congregate and home-
delivered meals to seniors and others 
aff ected by prolonged power outages.

The biggest impact of these storms 
has been felt in the islands off  the coast 
of Florida, within and beyond the U.S. 
border – Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, the Florida Keys, Cuba and 
others. The national Emergency Com-
mittee has focused on the U.S. com-
munities aff ected, while our partner, 
the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, is supporting Cuba and 
other island nations. The major focus 
of our eff orts has been in Puerto Rico 
and St. Thomas, which are both char-
acterized by small Jewish communities 
deeply aff ected amidst a sea of misery 
well-documented in the news media.

None of these communities has 
communal infrastructure beyond in-
dividual synagogues, and our support 
has primarily been directly to aff ected 
individuals through the various con-
gregations, and supporting the work 
of IsraAID and the AFYA Foundation, 
which are providing humanitarian as-
sistance to the Jewish communities and 
other on a signifi cant non-sectarian basis.

As several of our large Federations 
are working directly with partners in 
their own communities or international 
aid organizations with which they have 
relationships, the fi nancial information 
that follows refl ects only the funds re-
mitted to JFNA:

Funds Remitted to date in response 
to Hurricanes Irma/Maria: $900,000
Allocations: $530,000
Mainland Florida Communities:

 � Jewish Federation of Broward 
County - $ 20,000

 � Chabad of Broward County - 
$ 50,000

 � Jewish Federation of Collier 
County - $ 45,000

 � Jacksonville Jewish Federation - 
$ 20,000

 � Pinellas County - $ 25,000
Island Communities:

 � Key West congregations - $ 30,000
 � Puerto Rico congregations - 

$135,000
 � St. Thomas congregations - 

$ 75,000
 � IsraAID in Puerto Rico - $ 80,000
 � AFYA Foundation - $ 50,000

In addition to these funds, with the 
fi nancial support of UJA Federation of 
New York, JFNA was able to acquire 
and deliver 212 urgently needed gen-
erators to Jewish communities in Puer-
to Rico, St. Thomas and the Keys for 
distribution to members of the Jewish 
community and others in need. Several 
of our Federations, most notably New 
York, Miami, Broward and South Palm 
Beach, have all been engaged in direct 
relief eff orts in the island communities 
which are not refl ected in these num-
bers.

At its meeting next week, JFNA’s 
Emergency Committee will be consid-
ering further allocations.
North Bay Fires in California
The most recent focus of disaster re-
lief eff orts has been in response to the 
extensive wildfi res in Napa and So-
noma counties in California. Within 
the Jewish community, dozens of Jew-
ish homes were destroyed by fi re, and 
URJ’s Camp Newman was also largely 
destroyed. The Jewish Community 
Federation of San Francisco, The Pen-
insula, Marin and Sonoma Counties, 
and the Jewish Federation of the East 
Bay partnered to create the North Bay 
Wildfi re Relief Fund, and have coordi-
nated their relief eff orts during and in 
the immediate aftermath of the fi res. 
JFNA has not established a separate 
national fund and encourages all Fed-
erations to direct relief funds to the 
joint fund established by the Bay Area 
Federations.

JOIN THE EVENING FOR THE MOST CREATIVE 
FUNDRAISER IN SARASOTA

to support Westcoast Florida’s premier Conservative Synagogue

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2018
7:00pm

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
1050 S Tuttle Ave, Sarasota, FL 34237

ENJOY FOOD & DRINK STATIONS FROM THE MOTOWN ERA
TICKETS NOW ON SALE!

Tickets: $100.00
MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT BY

For more information visit templebethsholomfl.org
or call Fran Cohen at  410-322-4240

Ticket Deadline January 8, 2018

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM goes

U
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riting and Sponsorship Opportunitie
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The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
raised close to $90,000 in hurricane relief 
donations to support victims in Houston, 
Florida, the Caribbean and Puerto Rico. 
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Calling all moms! Let’s go to Israel!
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1217 East Avenue South, Suite 209 • Sarasota, FL

•  Lifting Depression & Anxiety
•  Trauma Impact Reduction
•  Eating Disorders
•  Teen/Parent Relationship Building
•  Couples Connection & Reasonable Endings
•  Returning Veteran Transitions

                     Adults
    Adolescents 
    Individuals
              Couples 
                     Families

QUALITY  
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

941.315.8797
MARRIAGECOUNSELINGSARASOTA.ORG

AVerierLMHC@gmail.com

Andrea Verier  
M.A., M.S., LMHC

Nationally Board Certified, Licensed 
Mental Health Counselor #4082

Owned and Operated by NRT, LLC  

Who does the Jewish community turn to for
the most trusted service in real estate?

Barbara Ackerman
         941.780.6045

Ryan Ackerman
941.387.1818

Barbara Ackerman
         941.780.6045

Ryan Ackerman
941.387.1818

Contributing to the
prosperity of our

Jewish Community
since 1979!

www.ackermangroup.net

#1 Team by Sales Volume across ALL companies
in Sarasota County, Manatee County & Longboat Key!

Sarasota resident Simone Knego 
and Michael Teplitsky of Chi-
cago have been selected as The 

Jewish Federations of North America’s 
2018-19 National Young Leadership 
(NYL) Co-Chairs. Simone is a fi fth-
year member of the National Young 
Leadership Cabinet and has held vari-
ous leadership positions within the 
group since joining. She is an active 
member of the Board of Directors of 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee and is chairing an Ethiopian 
Israeli Concert and Cultural Day for 
Israel @ 70.

Simone and Michael will build on 
the work of current NYL Co-Chairs, 
Michelle Hirsch (Cleveland) and Jeff  
Rum (Washington, D.C.), who are 

leading Cabinet during a transforma-
tive time with the launch of a new cur-
riculum and new program 
experiences designed to 
serve current members of 
Cabinet and also to build a 
robust pipeline of lay lead-
ers for the future. Under 
Michelle and Jeff , Cabi-
net has been committed 
to growing into new com-
munities and utilizing its 
members as ambassadors 
to Federations across North America 
seeking to inspire and attract young 
talent to our important work.

In addition to her leadership roles 
within the Jewish community, Simone 
is the owner and manager of a medi-

cal device distributorship. She works 
with physicians across disciplines to 

provide them with new and 
innovative product lines. 
In 2015, Simone climbed 
Mt. Kilimanjaro to raise 
funds and awareness for 
the Livestrong Foundation. 
She has traveled on several 
philanthropic international 
missions, including medical 
missions with her husband 
Rob, a neurosurgeon. Sim-

one and Rob have been married for 24 
years and are the proud parents of six 
children.

We are so proud of Simone and 
look forward to seeing the NYL Cabi-
net fl ourish under her leadership!

Are you a mom raising Jew-
ish children under the age of 
18 at home? Would you like 

to participate in a life-changing mis-
sion to Israel? In partnership with the 
Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project 
(JWRP), The Jewish Federation of 
Sarasota-Manatee has an amazing 
opportunity for you! 

Established in 2009, JWRP has 
brought over 10,000 women from 26 
countries to Israel for a journey created 
especially for them. The program seeks 
to “inspire women to transform them-
selves, their families and their commu-
nities, and to connect them to the land, 
to their Jewish values and to each other.” 

Led by Federation staff  members 
Gisele Pintchuck and Ilene Fox, 18 

moms from Sarasota-Manatee will 
participate on a physical and spiritual 
journey from July 9-16, 2018. Be-
sides touring Masada, the Dead Sea, 
Yad Vashem, Tzfat and Jerusalem, 
the women will pray at the Kotel and 
participate in discussions and lectures. 
They will enjoy a memorable Shabbat 
lunch at the home of a family in Jeru-
salem, and celebrate, dance and dine 
throughout the trip. When they return 
home, participants will participate in a 
year-long curriculum that will help to 
elevate their pride for Judaism and love 
for Israel. 

“It’s hard to pick just one high-
light of this trip for me,” said Julie 
Green, chair of the 2017 trip. “Spend-
ing 10 days in Israel sharing joy, sor-

row, laughs and tears 
showed me a side 
to these unique, re-
markable women that 
I never had the op-
portunity to see. I am 
forever changed as a 
friend, a wife and a 
mother. I felt blessed 
to have had the time 
to learn with each of 
these amazing wom-
en. The beauty about 
this trip wasn’t just 

the shared experiences in Israel, but 
the experiences that we will continue 
to share as a sisterhood.”

For information about The Fed-
eration/JWRP trip, please contact 
Gisele Pintchuck at 941.706.0029 or 
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org.

 � Women who have children under 
the age of 18 at home who are be-
ing raised Jewish are eligible to ap-
ply for one of 18 spots. 

 � This is a heavily subsidized trip. 
It does not include the airfare, $99 
application fee or tips.

 � This trip is designed for people 
who are not “Shomer Shabbat” 
(Shabbat observant).

 � Participants must be physically 
and emotionally healthy.

 � Participants will take part in three 
pre-trip meetings and a year-long 
post-trip curriculum.

 � To apply and for more information, 
please visit www.JWRP.org. 

 � Application deadline: Sunday, De-
cember 10 at 5:00 p.m. 

 � Applicants are required to be in-
terviewed as part of the selection 
process between December 11 and 
December 29.

16
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25 Years Experience
JIM'S BATHROOM GRAB BARS

CALL 941.626.4296
JimsGrabBars.com

Lic#123956 • Insured #VGMD1014G5136-1

BATHTUB & SHOWER
GRAB BARS 

INSTALLED
Don't wait to fall to call!

Jewish Federations of North America update 
on national emergency response efforts

Music brings love, comfort, empathy, joy and calm  
at special moments of our lives. Performing for friendship  

at retirement homes, home bound, ill, or before death.  
Bringing love, kindness in the form of song.  

I will come to where your loved one lives.

727.776.2359 ~ Violinisttampa@gmail.com

Laurie Vodnoy-Wright
A CHANUKAH PRESENT FOR YOUR LOVED ONES   

Jewish • Hebrew • Yiddish • Klezmer • Music

Thursday, January 11  •  5:00-7:00 pm 

New to the area? New to Federation?  
You are invited to the Newcomers Reception

 •   Connect with other members of the Jewish community

 •  This event is FREE, but reservations are required

                  ___  Space is limited  ___

Co-Chairs: Joy moravitz and saranee newman

RSVP via jfedsrq.org/events or Ilene Fox 
941.343.2111 | ifox@jfedsrq.org

RR ECEPTION
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COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATION WOMEN’S DAY

Aly Raisman
December 4, 2017

March 8–18, 2018
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Watch Company

www.SarasotaWatch.com

Top dollar paid for your 
Rolex, Breitling, Cartier 
and other luxury brands

4180 South Tamiami Trail
(Just South of Walt’s Fish Market)

941.953.1315
Mon-Fri 9am – 6pm

Sarasota Watch Company is not affiliated with Rolex or any of its subsidiaries.

The Bob Malkin Young Ambassadors Program 
LEAPs ahead
By Andrea Eiff ert, Federation Teen and Family Program Coordinator

For ten years, more than 150 high 
school juniors and seniors from 
Sarasota and Manatee counties 

have been blessed with the opportunity 
to spend two weeks touring the sites of 
Israel as participants on the Bob Mal-
kin Young Ambassadors (BMYA) Pro-
gram through The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee. They have been 
captivated, inspired and transformed as 
a result of their participation; they have 
joined the IDF (Israel Defense Forces) 
or made Aliyah; deepened their con-
nection to Judaism and Israel; written 
their college essays about a moving 
experience during the trip; returned to 
Israel again to continue their journey 
of exploration; and chosen careers be-
cause of something that touched them 
during their time as a Young Ambassa-
dor. That’s what success looks like!

And now, thanks to a generous 
gift from Bart and Joan Levenson, 
The Levenson Exchange and Ad-
vocacy Program (LEAP) will fur-
ther enhance the BMYA experience.

Through LEAP, our Young Ambassa-
dors will strengthen their connection 
and bond with teens their age from 
Sarasota’s sister city in Israel, Tel 

Mond. Beginning in January 2018, an 
equal number of students from both 
communities will begin interactions 
through Skype discussions and proj-
ects. Continuing through the winter, 
our Sarasota-Manatee students will 
learn about Israel’s history and some 

basic Hebrew, while Tel Mond students 
will learn about the United States. 

Then, once school lets out for sum-
mer, Sarasota-Manatee Young Ambas-
sadors will travel to Israel to meet 
their Tel Mond Young Ambassadors 
in person and stay in their homes for 
one week. During this week, our teens 
will experience Israel alongside their 
Israeli counterparts, eating falafel to-
gether, visiting holy sites and celebrat-
ing Shabbat. The following week, the 
group will travel together, exploring 
cities from the Galilee to the Negev. 
From visiting the Golan Heights and 
rafting on the Jordan River, to pray-
ing at the Kotel and shopping at the 
Mahane Yehuda Market, to fl oating 
in the Dead Sea and riding camels, 

participants will explore Israel through 
all their senses and with a beautiful 
blending of cultures. 

To complete the cycle, in 2019 Tel 
Mond Young Ambassadors will visit 
Sarasota for a similar trip to enable 
the Israeli teens to experience Jewish 
life in the U.S. LEAP is a giant step in 
experiential learning with boundless 
possibilities.

For more information, please con-
tact me at 941.552.6308 or aeiff ert@
jfedsrq.org.Bart and Joan Levenson

BMYA Program teens from Sarasota and Tel Mond, Israel

HOMES • APARTMENTS • OFFICES

DAILY • WEEKLY • BIWEEKLY • MONTHLY
medacleaningservices@gmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES

941-726-7511

MEDA 
Cleaning Services
HOMES 

Cleaning Services

The Shonim B' Yachad Project

ISRAELI STUDENT

ART EXHIBIT

Co-Chairs: Carol Camiener and Dean Eisner

07

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2017 10am – 5pm

RINGLING COLLEGE OF aRT & DESIGN
Diane Roskamp exhibition hall, 2700 n. tamiami tRail, saRasota, Fl

Shonim B’Yachad is an artistic educational project aiming to 
endow the values of equality, tolerance, recognizing the “other,” 
and shared existence.  Central to the project is an exhibition of 
artwork which was created by students of a variety of ages and 
backgrounds from Israel. Don’t miss this opportunity to view 
artwork from the original collection in this self-guided tour. 

SPONSORED BY

Questions? Contact Gisele Pintchuck 941.706.0029  
gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

Monday, December 4, 2017
11:30 am • Michael’s On East

• “The most famous  
Jewish athlete”

–According to ESPN’s 2017 list of the 100 
most famous athletes worldwide

• Won six Olympic medals  
as a member of the US  

women’s gymnastics team

Co-chairs: Lauren Fineman and Emily Stroud

• Two-time U.S. Olympian

Aly Raisman

To purchase tickets visit jfedsrq.org/events

941.371.4546 
jfedsrq.orgjfedsrq.org

final call
for tickets

Media sponsors

BUNNY SKIRBOLL  |  HELEN GLASER  |  LOIS STULBERG

final final final final callcallcall
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final final final callcallcall
2017201720172017201720172017201720172017

Women’s Women’s 
Day  

Co-chairs: Lauren Fineman and Emily Stroud



5ADecember 2017FEDERATION NEWS

“Twice Promised Land and 100 Years 
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is included as part of our Federation’s 
year-long celebration of Israel @ 70.

It’s amazing how things come about 
and evolve. Palestinian national-
ism is the national movement of 

the Palestinian people. It has roots in 
Pan-Arabism and other movements; 

rejecting colonial-
ism and calling for 
national indepen-
dence. However, 
the true impetus, 
according to most 
scholarship today 
led by the eminent 

Professor Bernard Lewis, came from 
the rise of political Zionism at the 
end of the 19th century. “Catching the 
wave” that began in Europe, the notion 
of independence and liberation from 
oppressive rule caught fire as a result 
of the various aliyot, waves of Jewish 
immigration, from Europe around the 
turn of the century.

The Palestinians have never known 
autonomy or self-rule in the modern 
age. By that I mean, from the 16th cen-
tury onward, they were always a part of 
the Ottoman Turkish Empire, divided 
between several political/military units 
called Sanjaks. These were the Sanjaks 
of Acre, Nablus and Jerusalem. The 
southernmost district was referred to 
as a Wilayet, a larger administrative 
district; that of the Hejaz, an extension 
of the Arabian Peninsula under Turkish 
control.

The indigenous populations always 
considered themselves to be citizens of 

the Ottoman Empire first, 
residents of their Sanjak 
or Wilayet second, and 
finally, as a distant third, 
Palestinian Arabs with 
simply a cultural identity. 
There most certainly was 
not a political allegiance 
to the area early on.

However, as alluded to by historian 
Rashid Khalidi, a specific Palestinian 
national identity was still subsumed by 
the blossoming concept of Arab iden-
tity, essential in distinguishing a cul-
tural group from the Ottoman Turks. 
This movement arose as the Ottoman 
Empire had lost its Arab provinces and 
was confined to Anatolia and a small 
part of Europe. The political structure 
within which most Arabs had lived for 
four centuries had simply disintegrat-
ed. They were given a rather unique 
opportunity to forge their identity in 
two ways: Pan-Arabism and regional-
ism.

The regional approach immedi-
ately following World War I appeared 
to focus on what Daniel Pipes and 
others called “Greater Syria.” This 
eventually would put everyone in an 
awkward position as the French and 

British Mandates estab-
lished by the League of 
Nations in 1923 excised 
Palestine and Jordan 
from the Mandate of Syr-
ia and Lebanon, then un-
der French control. The 
only possibility now was 
to nurture a new identity, 

that of Palestinian Arab.
One significant group that was 

missing in this early activity was the 
Arab Christians. Although culturally 
integrated in the Arab world, the ris-
ing notion of Arabism rooted in Islam 
would leave this community out in the 
cold. This would have consequences 
down the road, as the Arab Christian 
community was seen as the intelligen-
tsia of the region. In addition, their ties 
to the west via faith, although tenu-
ous, nevertheless could have allowed 
for a bridge of sorts once World War 
I brought the demise of the Ottoman 
Empire.
Dr. Steven Derfler is an international 
educational consultant, public speaker, 
archaeologist, historian, researcher, 
teacher and writer. He has been uncov-
ering the histories of ancient civiliza-
tions for 40 years.

Dr. Steven Derfler
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l Live entertainment & performance by  
      BMX Trick Stars

l Ride the Tel-Aviv-Jerusalem Train

l Enjoy catered kosher food prepared by area’s   
      finest caterers, including Michael’s On East &     
      Munchies 420 Cafe
l Latkes, Sufganiyot, Pretzels & Popcorn Carts  
      & more

l Slide down the Hermon mountain from a Large 
      4 ton Snow Slide

l Enjoy Bungee Jumping & Orbitron Game

l Live music, magicians, Arts & Crafts &  
      Face Painting

l Activities for Children of all ages

...and much, much, more!
CHABAD of SARASOTA 5778-2017

       COMMUNITY

CHANUKAH
CELEBRATION

Israel Style!

Chabad of Sarasota Invi t e s You 

To Join Us At The

7TH 
ANNUAL 

SUNDAY DEC 17TH

3-6PM
AT THE Phillippi Estate Park 

$5 ADMISSION
Children under 13 FREE

     

OFFICE WAREHOUSE RETAIL

IANBLACK
R E A L E S T A T E
THE PLACE FOR SPACE

941.906.8688
www.ian-black.com

 A unique hands-on approach
 A dedicated & experienced team  
 Thorough market knowledge 
 Excellent reputation of success

•
•
•
•

Commercial Real Estate with:
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Grants for Jewish 
overnight camp
By Saul Landesberg

Temple Emanu-El and Federation 
partner for community MLK celebration
Staff  Report

Temple Emanu-El and The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee will partner with the 

MLK Committee, under the direction 
of Chair Jetson Grimes and Sarasota 
City Commissioner Willie Shaw, to 
present a weekend of programs in cele-
bration of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. in Sarasota from January 13-15. 

The weekend begins with a golf 
tournament on Saturday, January 13. 
On Sunday, January 14, various events 

will be held, including a Gospel Brunch 
at The Blue Rooster.

On Monday, January 15, in cele-
bration of the MLK holiday, a breakfast 
will be held at the Robert Taylor Com-
munity Complex featuring, among oth-
ers, the Rev. Charles McKenzie. After 
the breakfast, there will be an MLK 
Unity Walk from the Complex to MLK 
Park. Starting at noon, a celebratory 
holiday event will take place featur-
ing various entertainment, food, public 

service and community booths, and a 
festival of various service events. 

Temple Emanu-El and Federation 
will co-sponsor the breakfast. Net pro-
ceeds from the breakfast will be used 
to provide scholarships for graduat-
ing high school seniors to attend col-
lege, university or technical/vocational 
school. Qualifi cations for these schol-
arships include writing an essay about 
Dr. King, good grades and fi nancial 
need. In addition, Federation will fund 

up to three scholarships for qualifi ed 
students. 

The weekend’s events will con-
clude on Monday evening with a 
performance by the Westcoast Black 
Theatre Troupe at Booker High School.

These events are open to the en-
tire community. More details will be 
provided in the January issue of The 
Jewish News. Please contact Don 
Malawsky at dmalawsky@msn.com 
with any questions. 

If you ever attended a Jewish over-
night camp when you were young 
or if you have children who at-

tended a Jewish overnight camp, you 
know what a positive experience it can 
be. Aside from all the fun and games, 
it’s also a great way to impart Jewish 
values that will last a lifetime.

One of the goals of The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is 
to provide incentive grants to as many 
children as possible who want to attend 
a Jewish overnight camp. The Jewish 
Federation Camp Grant Committee is 
charged with distributing funds to fam-
ilies for camp. There are two programs 
for which families may qualify. The 
fi rst is an incentive grant, available on 
a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis, award-
ing set dollar amounts based on the 
number of years the child has attended 
camp and the length of the program. 
The second program is a need-based 

scholarship available for families with 
fi nancial need. The Camp Grant Com-
mittee’s wish is that every Jewish child 
in our community who wants to attend 
a Jewish summer camp can do so re-
gardless of the family’s ability to pay.

Interested in contributing to this 
worthy cause?

To contribute, visit jfedsrq.org/
give and click on the General Dona-
tions tab. In the Comments section, 
please mention that your contribu-
tion is for the Jewish Overnight Camp 
Grant program.

Applications for both grant pro-
grams are available online through 
January 31, 2018. For more informa-
tion, contact Andrea Eiff ert at aeiff ert@
jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6308. To apply, 
visit jfedsrq.org/camp.
Saul J. Landesberg is the chair of the 
Camp Grant Committee.
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opportunities with 

Refreshments will be served.

To RSVP or for more information  
contact Debbie Sanford at 
941.706.0033  
dsanford@jfedsrq.org
or visit jfedsrq.org/events

OUR COMMUNITY 
NEEDS YOU! 
We are preparing for a busy and exciting  
season of events. Join us for a  
VOLUNTEER OPEN HOUSE  
to learn more. 

Please register at   
jfedsrq.org/volunteer  
with your preferences. 

Seeking  
Volunteers!

Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Road • Sarasota, FL 34232

 open house 
  Wednesday, November  29 
 5:30 – 7:00 pm 
 Zell Room  
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Grants for Jewish 
overnight camp

For more information or to apply for a Teen Travel Scholarship from 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, visit https://jfedsrq.org/teen-travel. 

For questions, contact Andrea Ei� ert at aei� ert@jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6308.

Medication Management  
and Psychotherapy for 

•  Adolescents 
•  Adults
•  Geriatrics 
*Group Therapy  Provided
*Private Pay Only

JENNY KOSMAN, MD
Board Certified Psychiatrist

2477 Stickney Point Road
Suite 115B  |  Sarasota, FL 34231941-951-1794

Effective Treatment Results
Personalized Approach

up to three scholarships for qualifi ed 
students. 

The weekend’s events will con-
clude on Monday evening with a 
performance by the Westcoast Black 
Theatre Troupe at Booker High School.

These events are open to the en-
tire community. More details will be 
provided in the January issue of The 
Jewish News. Please contact Don 
Malawsky at dmalawsky@msn.com 
with any questions. 

scholarship available for families with 
fi nancial need. The Camp Grant Com-
mittee’s wish is that every Jewish child 
in our community who wants to attend 
a Jewish summer camp can do so re-
gardless of the family’s ability to pay.

Interested in contributing to this 
worthy cause?

To contribute, visit jfedsrq.org/
give and click on the General Dona-
tions tab. In the Comments section, 
please mention that your contribu-
tion is for the Jewish Overnight Camp 
Grant program.

Applications for both grant pro-
grams are available online through 
January 31, 2018. For more informa-
tion, contact Andrea Eiff ert at aeiff ert@
jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6308. To apply, 
visit jfedsrq.org/camp.
Saul J. Landesberg is the chair of the 
Camp Grant Committee.

My Israeli summer
By Sydney Hanan

After visiting Israel as a tourist 
one summer in high school, 
I was determined to go back 

and do more. I wanted to experience 
the country through a diff erent lens, as 
someone who lived and worked there. 
Three summers after my fi rst visit, I 
went back through a program called 
Onward Israel, which gave me the 
opportunity to live just outside of Tel 
Aviv and spend nearly 
eight weeks completing 
a summer internship. 

As a rising junior 
at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, I knew I needed 
to spend this summer 
gaining real-world ex-
perience that would 
help me develop pro-
fessionally and succeed 
in my future career. On-
ward Israel helped me 
fi nd Israel Executive 
Recruitment, a job placement agency 
where I worked as a recruitment as-
sistant. I had the opportunity to speak 
with candidates about their recent ex-
periences and preferences for jobs, 
to pursue new client leads and secure 
multiple contracts for Israel Executive, 
and to manage Israel’s largest English 
Facebook group for jobs, with over 
17,000 members. 

Not only did I gain the profession-
al experience I was looking for, but I 
also grew in ways that I never would 
have imagined. Although I do not 
speak any Hebrew, I managed to learn 
my way around Tel Aviv, navigated the 
bus system like a native Israeli, and in-
teracted with people from all over the 

world. Additionally, instead of work-
ing all week from Sunday to Thursday 
as Israelis typically do, we spent one 
day each week traveling throughout 
Israel and seeing diff erent parts of the 
country. 

Onward made a special eff ort to 
plan activities and visits to sites that 
many of us had never done on Birth-
right or other Israel trips. In the north, 

we took a boat ride 
along the coast until 
we could see the bor-
der Israel shares with 
Lebanon. We also did 
a wine tour, hiked, 
volunteered at an ani-
mal shelter, and so 
much more. In Jerusa-
lem, I spent an entire 
weekend listening to 
speakers and touring 
real examples of the 
region’s geopolitical 

confl icts. These experiences gave me 
new perspectives and helped me gain 
a better understanding of the many 
facets of life in Israel. 

Thanks to Onward Israel and the 
S.K.I.P. Scholarship from The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, I 
had the summer of a lifetime. I could 
not have dreamed of a better way to 
gain professional experience and grow 
as a young adult.
Sydney Hanan recently began her ju-
nior year at Vanderbilt University, 
where she is pursuing a double major 
in human and organizational develop-
ment and Spanish, along with a minor 
in corporate strategy.

My trip of a lifetime
By Leah Phillips

Thanks to a scholarship from The 
Jewish Federation of Saraso-
ta-Manatee, I participated on 

a CTeen Heritage Quest trip to Poland 
and Israel this past summer. 

It was an amazing, inspirational 
and emotional trip. I spent the fi rst week 
of the trip in Poland, hearing about and 
seeing the horrors of the Holocaust up 
close. Being in Auschwitz is an expe-
rience that goes beyond everything I 
ever read about it. After this grim tour, 
we observed Shabbos in Krakow and I 
felt the profound meaning behind the 
ritual. 

After that we fl ew to Israel – a joy-
ous and uplifting experience after Po-
land. In Israel, the Jewish people are 
strong and free. Hitler didn’t succeed 
in exterminating the entire Jewish peo-
ple, no matter how hard he tried. We 
are still here, and we are here to stay!

We toured Israel from the Golan 
Heights to Tel Aviv. During this trip 
not only did I learn more than I could 
ever learn from a textbook, I also made 
friends I hope to know for a lifetime. 

I highly recommend this experi-
ence for all young people who want to 
explore their Jewish heritage and his-
tory. 
Leah Phillips is attending the Machon 
Alte school in Tzfat, Israel.

Sydney Hanan

Sophia Linton, Leah Phillips, Flora Ginsburg, 
Julia Damato, Sydney Salama, Olivia Rubinsky

MOVING?
Be sure THE JEWISH NEWS follows you to your new home.
Send your new address to Brieana at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0

EVENT SPACEEVENT SPACEEVENT SPACE   
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE AVAILABLE    

FOR PRIVATEFOR PRIVATEFOR PRIVATE   
   PARTIES, EVENTS,PARTIES, EVENTS,PARTIES, EVENTS,   

BUSINESS MEETINGSBUSINESS MEETINGSBUSINESS MEETINGS FOR ALL YOUR SPECIALTY NEEDS 
 Breakfast & Lunch 
Baked  Goods HOLIDAY FOODS 

DINNERS TO-GO! 
Meats and Cheeses 

Fresh PRODUCE 

151515---23 South Beneva Rd. @ the Corner of 23 South Beneva Rd. @ the Corner of 23 South Beneva Rd. @ the Corner of 
Fruitville Fruitville Fruitville ---In the Fruitville Forum Shoppes In the Fruitville Forum Shoppes In the Fruitville Forum Shoppes 

Sarasota, FL 34232           941.924.2705                    Sarasota, FL 34232           941.924.2705                    Sarasota, FL 34232           941.924.2705                    
www.nelliesdeli.comwww.nelliesdeli.comwww.nelliesdeli.com   AWARD WINNING AND RELIABLE FOR YEARS! 

please rsvp 
to Debbie Sanford

941.706.0033 or dsanford@jfedsrq.org
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2017
10:00am

Community Foundation of Sarasota County 
 2635 Fruitville Rd • Sarasota 

OPEN HOUSE
Guest Speaker: Simone Knego  

discussing the Ethiopian National Project
SPACE (School Performance and  

Community Empowerment)  
Scholastic Assistance Program

Bring a friend or two to learn about  
the Women’s Giving Circle and hear about 
exciting projects that we have supported.

Adrea Sukin, Chair

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

Like us on Facebook
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JFCS Volunteer 
Recognition Brunch

Israel Tennis Centers honors Larry and Mary Greenspon
Staff  Report

On Monday, October 23, the 
Israel Tennis Centers’ (ITC) 
premier tennis center in Ramat 

Hasharon, Israel, was named the Lar-
ry and Mary Greenspon Israel Tennis 
Center. This dedication is in honor of 
Larry Greenspon, former International 
Chair, and his fi ancée Mary, for their 
unwavering support for the mission of 
the ITC.

The International Board, ITC 
Founders Dr. Ian Froman and Dr. Wil-
liam Lippy, Israel Davis Cup members, 
staff , alumni and children of the ITC 
gathered to celebrate this momentous 
occasion.

Larry was fi rst introduced to the 
Israel Tennis Centers when he com-
peted in the International Maccabiah 
Games in 2001. After winning his fi rst 
silver medal for the men’s 50s division 

in doubles, Larry returned to the U.S. 
and became deeply involved with the 
organization.

Since 2001, Larry has chaired 15 
exhibitions in the Sarasota area, host-
ing each team of ITC tennis players 
in his home. He has also been a long-
time member of the ITC 
Foundation Board in 
the U.S. and the Inter-
national Board, and is 
past International Chair 
of the organization. His 
generosity is evident 
throughout TC-Ramat 
Hasharon, including the 
Greenspon Clay Court in 
honor of his parents, the 
Greenspon Restaurant 
Pavilion and the Green-
spon Entranceway. 

In addition, Larry and Mary are 
wonderful supporters of The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota Manatee and 
are major sponsors of our Israel @ 70 
celebration. Larry was awarded the 
Man of Valor award at the recent Fed-
eration Celebration.

About the Israel Tennis Centers 
Foundation
For 40 years, the Israel Tennis Centers 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t 
organization, has worked tirelessly 
through the medium of sport to enhance 
the development of Israeli youth. Since 
opening its fi rst center in Ramat Ha-
sharon in 1976, the ITC has helped 
over a half-million children, many of 
whom come from outlying and un-
derserved towns throughout Israel. 
The ITC’s 14 centers stretch from Kir-
yat Shmona on the Lebanese border in 
the North to Beer Sheva in the South. 

For more information about the Is-
rael Tennis Centers, contact Jacqueline 
Glodstein, Executive Vice President of 
Global Development, at jglodstein@
israeltenniscenters.org or visit http://
www.israeltenniscenters.org.Mary and Larry Greenspon, Dr. William Lippy, Dr. Ian Froman

PaiSanO’s
Italian Bakery

Babka • Hamentashen • Strudel • Rugala

941.926.8422
2736 Stickney Point Rd

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm
Sundays  9am-3pm

BEST LOCAL BAKERY

2016

JFCS of the Suncoast is proud to 
have many volunteers who are 
so generous with their time. To-

gether with staff  and board members, 
they are the backbone of our organiza-
tion. Our 400+ volunteers donate over 
9,000 hours of their time to help us in 
a myriad of capacities, all to aid in our 
mission of embracing our community 
with care. 

On October 19, JFCS recognized 
ten volunteers in diff erent service 
areas:

 � Children’s Services Award: 
Larry Barnet

 � Jewish Life Education Award: 
Don & Phyllis Goldberg

 � Humanitarian Award: 
Dr. Jerry Fleischer

 � Community Outreach Award: 
Audrey Coleman

 � L’Dor V’Dor Award: 
Donna Laikind

 � Gmilut Hassadim; Acts of Loving 

Kindness Award: Barbara Boltuch
 � Jewish Spirituality Award: 

Geraldine Sanders
 � Senior Outreach Award: 

Nancy Eisenstat
 � Organizational Impact Award: 

Dawn Moore
 � Management Services Award: 

Sandy Chase
 � Visionary Award: George Allison

Heidi Brown, JFCS CEO/Presi-
dent, spoke to the audience about how 
giving a nonprofi t organization the 
gift of time is ever so valuable. “You 
choose to donate the most precious 
commodity in the known universe. 
We may count your time in numbers. 
We may attempt to count your time 
in cash value. Though such meth-
ods have their reasons, we will all be 
poorer if we don’t realize that the giv-
ing of your time is simply and utterly 
magnifi cent.”

“These we honor”
Your Tributes

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
IN MEMORY OF
Norman Kuperschmid
The Kuperschmid Family

JEWISH BURIAL FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Edith Cimmer
The Lewis Family

NOTE: To be publicly acknowledged in 
The Jewish News, Honor Cards require a minimum 

$10 contribution per listing. You can send 
Honor Cards directly from www.jfedsrq.org. 

For more information, please call 941.552.6304.

DON’T FALL!

Spelled Different Because We Are Different

5922 Cattlemen Lane, Suite 100, Sarasota, FL 34232
(941) 378-8977 www.FYZICAL.com

• Balance Retraining and Fall Prevention
• Orthopedic and Neurological Rehabilitation
• Aquatic Physical Therapy
• Individualized Fitness & Wellness Programs

 Balance Retraining and Fall Prevention
We Specialize in...

 Individualized Fitness & Wellness Programs

Call now to schedule, or stop in!Call now to schedule, or stop in!

FREE 
FALL RISK ASSESSMENT!

discover...
      new way to care forA

Comprehensive Dermatology
Skin Cancer Detection
Mohs Skin Cancer Surgery
Cosmetic and Laser Services
Medical Spa Treatments

your skin

8451 Shade Avenue, Suite 205 
Sarasota, FL 34243

941-417-4104

www.upderm.com

David S. Sax, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Carlee LaPensee, ARNP

941.488.1115 | VeniceStage.com | 140 W. Tampa Ave. 

L’Chayim
HERE’S “TO LIFE” ON THE GULF COAST

Committed to the Jewish 
Community for over 20 years,  
Stacy is passionate about 
real estate and strives to build 
ever-lasting relationships 
based on exceptional service, 
uncompromising values and  
a strong work ethic.

Stacy Hanan, Realtor®

941.266.0529
StacyHanan@michaelsaunders.com

1605 Main Street | Sarasota, Florida 34236 | 941.951.6660

Martin J. Kossoff
CFP® / AIF®  

Principal,  
President
®CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 
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Is it good for the Jews?
By Marden Paru, Dean, Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva  |  This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

In this sordid climate of unsettled 
politics, we are admonished not to 
talk about it at the holiday dinner 

table lest we might off end our guests. 
Many rabbis were requested not to 
talk politics in their High Holiday ser-
mons this season. Why? Because con-
gregants with diff ering political views 
may be off ended and that would be 
ironic since Yom Kippur is our Day of 
Atonement for off ending.

It seems that our ethnocentric in-
terest in politicians of the Mosaic per-
suasion, the roles of identifi able Jews 
in the current administration, and the 
prominence of Jews in all branches 
of government would be a source of 
ethnic pride. Yet we are often divided 

about whether that is good for the Jews.
The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is 

off ering a new history course starting 
Friday, December 8, called “Is it Good 
for the Jews?”

The course is a history of Jewish 
involvement in American politics from 
the Founding Fathers to the present. 
Since the time of the American Revo-
lution, Jews have played a prominent 
role in the politics of our country. A 
high-profi le member of George Wash-
ington’s Cabinet is believed to have 
been half Jewish. Today, Jews occupy 
seats on the U.S. Supreme Court, in 
Congress and in Presidential Cabinets 
far beyond their numbers in the U.S. 
population. 

Join us for an in-depth discussion 
about the Jewish impact on the po-
litical history of our nation and learn 
about the many Jews who have served 
as major players in American politics. 
How the Jewish experience in Europe-
an politics infl uenced Jewish political 
behavior in America will also be in-
cluded. Other topics are: political deci-
sions aff ecting Jews in both the United 
States and various parts of the world; 
how the roles of Jews in American pol-
itics have evolved over the years; and 
where do we go from here? Is it good 
for the Jews?

Al Treidel, an accomplished Jew-
ish educator and history buff , will serve 
as adjunct faculty and conduct this 

8-week class, held Friday mornings 
from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. in the Hecht 
Music School Building on The Fed-
eration Campus, 580 McIntosh Road, 
Sarasota. Registration is required. The 
tuition fee is $60; scholarships are also 
available.

To enroll or for more information, 
contact me at marden.paru@gmail.
com or 941.379.5655. 

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva op-
erates in part under a grant from The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee. Now in its eighth year, the 
Yeshiva is an independent 501(c)(3) 
nonprofi t adult Jewish education insti-
tute.

Israel Tennis Centers honors Larry and Mary Greenspon
About the Israel Tennis Centers 
Foundation
For 40 years, the Israel Tennis Centers 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t 
organization, has worked tirelessly 
through the medium of sport to enhance 
the development of Israeli youth. Since 
opening its fi rst center in Ramat Ha-
sharon in 1976, the ITC has helped 
over a half-million children, many of 
whom come from outlying and un-
derserved towns throughout Israel. 
The ITC’s 14 centers stretch from Kir-
yat Shmona on the Lebanese border in 
the North to Beer Sheva in the South. 

For more information about the Is-
rael Tennis Centers, contact Jacqueline 
Glodstein, Executive Vice President of 
Global Development, at jglodstein@
israeltenniscenters.org or visit http://
www.israeltenniscenters.org. Starting Over Again screening

This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

A special presentation and a Flor-
ida premiere screening of the 
award-winning documentary, 

Starting Over Again, will take place 
on Sunday, December 10 at 
4:00 p.m., under the auspices of 
the Miniversity at Temple Beth 
Israel on Longboat Key. This 
event is sponsored by The Jew-
ish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee in celebration of Israel 
@ 70. 

The fi lm tells the epic story 
of the Jews of Egypt; the dolce 
vita followed by the exile. For 
the Jews that were forced out of 
their native land, their only re-
venge is their success. The fi lm 

by Ruggero Gabbai, and produced by 
Elliot Malki, recounts what happened 
(with dozens of interviews). Malki has 
videotaped a special introduction and 

greeting for our com-
munity. 

Succumbing un-
der the tide of memo-
ries and pronouncing 
the words below are 
the protagonists – 
witnesses of a golden 
age, buried beneath 
the happy sands of 
the Sahara in 1956, 
when the Egyptian 
Jews, settled for cen-
turies, were forced to 

abandon their homes and possessions 
in Cairo and Alexandria.

“The Egypt of my childhood had 
a universal fl avor and was without 
confl ict, a wide ranging and inclusive 
breath that we carry with us like a pre-
cious gift.”

“An extraordinary mixture of iden-
tity lived inside us: this is what we 
were and what we have remained, even 
today. Cosmopolitan, the sons of a 
cultural metissage (cross-cultural min-
gling) which is among the richest, most 
productive and captivating.”

For more information and to pur-
chase your ticket, call the temple offi  ce 
at 941.383.3428, email info@tbi-lbk.
org or visit www.tbi-lbk.org. 

 Co-Proprietors: Phil Mancini & Michael Klauber

Proudly Serving the Jewish 
Community with Kosher Catering

 
       
                     

Is Prayer Meaningful for You?  It Can Be.

Watch the video 
about this powerful class 

at congkh.org and sign-up online

Rabbi Jennifer will start a new “Making Prayer Real”                                                       
class on Sunday, January 14th                                .

For more information 
or to sign-up by mail 

call 941.244.2042

Thoughtful, spiritual discussion
about finding ways to connect!

Congregation Kol HaNeshama
A Synagogue for Everyone

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary!

8 Sundays  10 - 11:30 am.   
$ 36 members      $ 50 non-members
      .

PaiSanO’s
Italian Bakery

Babka • Hamentashen • Strudel • Rugala

941.926.8422
2736 Stickney Point Rd

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm
Sundays  9am-3pm

BEST LOCAL BAKERY

2736 Stickney Point Rd

LOCAL BAKERY

2016

Martin J. Kossoff
CFP® / AIF®  

Principal,  
President
®CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 

APA_617_JF5x6_MECH.indd   1 6/6/17   3:07 PM
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The Jewish Music Ensemble is 
now in rehoisal [sic]. We are 
open to Mondays, Tuesdays or 

Wednesdays. We will survey our mu-
sicians about rehoisal days. I like to 
set up at 6:15 p.m. and then play from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. But everything is ne-
gotiable. 

Call me at 302.388.9714. I hope 
you like the music. If not, we’ll write 
more. If you’re very busy, don’t worry. 
Just come to whatever you can. Loca-
tion: 2980 Captiva Drive, Sarasota.

Thanks so much.
– Steve Howard

Calling musicians and singers 
for new Jewish Music Ensemble

Stay connected at www.jfedsrq.org

Human rights 
in today’s America
On October 18, the Sarasota-

Manatee Section of the Na-
tional Council of Jewish 

Women (NCJW) held its fi rst of two 
advocacy programs. The event was 
well attended by over 60 members 
and interested community friends. 
The distinguished panel was from a 
broad spectrum of society: the ACLU, 
Equality Florida, Sarasota Board of 
Education, and Interfaith Coalition for 
Reproductive Health. All participants 
discussed their perceptions of human 
rights in our country today based upon 
their experience and expertise. Our 
moderator was Dr. Claire Snyder-Hall, 
an activist, author and scholar.

Kirk Bailey from the ACLU spoke 
on the diverse issues that his organi-
zation deals with: LGBTQ, Voting 
Rights, Criminal Justice System. Kate 
Lannamann of Interfaith Coalition for 
Reproductive Health talked about be-
ing pro-faith while being pro-choice, 

Giving care, staying active; 
JFCS Senior Caregiving

Temple Beth Sholom 
Goes Motown 
By Adrea Sukin

One of the most awaited eve-
nings of the season can include 
you on Saturday, January 13 at 

7:00 p.m. when Temple Beth Sholom 
Goes Motown. The entire communi-
ty is invited to listen, clap hands, tap 
feet and dance the night away. This is 
the major fundraiser of the season for 
Sarasota’s Temple Beth Sholom syna-
gogue. Co-chairs for this event are 
Fran Cohen and Saranee Newman.

The Soul Sensation, a highly-
acclaimed six-piece band plus three 
vocalists, will provide the evening’s 
entertainment. You may sing along 
with known music – jazz, rock, swing – 
such as “I Heard it Through the Grape-
vine” and “Reach Out, I’ll Be There.”

The mixture of passed, table-
served and food stations will be fi lled 
with creative, inspired Motown-era 
cuisine catered by Tampa’s Edibles 

by Ethel. An open bar including wine, 
beer and signature Motown martinis is 
included in the ticket price.

Proceeds will be used to support 
the temple’s programming. Besides 
Shabbat and holiday services, the tem-
ple welcomes those wishing to remem-
ber a yahrzeit, observe shiva or gather 
in daily fellowship to pray. 

RSVP by Monday, January 8 to 
sponsor the event or to purchase your 
$100 ticket. Please contact Nancy at 
941.955.8121 or nhenricks@templebeth
sholomfl .org. For an invitation or more 
information, please call Fran Cohen at 
410.332.4240.

Temple Beth Sholom is located at 
1050 South Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota. 
There will be complimentary valet 
parking, and the dress code is party 
casual.

Motown committee members and others (photo by Elliott Corn)

Temple Emanu-El leaders 
participate in retreat
The offi  cers, board and commit-

tee chairs of Temple Emanu-El 
enjoyed a daylong retreat facili-

tated by the Union for Reform Juda-
ism’s Lois Rubin on October 15. 

Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman 
began the program with an inspiring 
dvar Torah about Judaism’s empha-
sis on the nature of sacred work. This 
message was felt throughout the day as 
attendees participated 
in brainstorming ses-
sions, shared temple 
memories, engaged in 
role-play, and focused 
on what drives them 
to volunteer their time 
and devotion to Tem-
ple Emanu-El. The day 
concluded as partici-
pants decided to adopt 
new initiatives to fur-
ther strengthen Temple 
Emanu-El and its mem-
bers.

“I thought it went 
very well and that we 
accomplished a great 
deal,” Temple Emanu-
El President Toby Hal-
pern stated. She off ered 
“kudos to our facilitator, Lois Rubin, 
whose dedication to the project was ev-
ident. She was a delight to work with.”

“She kept saying to me that we 
didn’t have that many action items be-
cause, unlike other temples that need 
improvement in what they do, we do 

so many things right!” Halpern added. 
Halpern also thanked temple staff  for 
support as well as board member Ellen 
Klein, who served as “scribe” for the 
retreat.

“It was truly a pleasure to work 
with you as you came together to 
strengthen Temple Emanu-El,” Rubin 
told temple leaders. “You should be 
very proud of your inspired leadership, 

and the Jewish address that you have 
established that does, as your mission 
statement indicates, create a warm and 
inclusive family.”

For more information about Temple 
Emanu-El, please call 941.371.2788.

Retreat facilitator Lois Rubin of the Union for Reform Judaism 
and Temple Emanu-El President Toby Halpern

To discuss creating your Jewish legacy,  
contact LIFE & LEGACY™ director:

Gisele Pintchuck 
941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedrsq.org

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF SARASOTA-MANATEE
Klingenstein Jewish Center | 580 McIntosh Rd. | Sarasota, FL 34232 | JFEDSRQ.org

Temple Emanu-El

Please consider making a legacy gift in your will, 
trust, retirement account or life insurance policy to 

our LIFE & LEGACY™ Partners. 

We Hit Our YEAR ONE Goal!

LIFE & LEGACY™
A program of the Harold Grinspoon Foun-
dation and The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee, LIFE & LEGACY’s mission is 
to support the future of our Jewish com-
munity for generations to come.

Whatever you cherish most about Jewish 
life…learning, community, worship, caring 
for those in need or social justice, by leaving a legacy you ensure that 
the things you value are sustained for future generations.

How will you assure JewisH tomorrows?
witH a legacy gift today!
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Aviva – Making “gourmet” 
heart healthy
When we think of heart-

healthy or wellness-inspired 
food, we don’t think gour-

met food. However, the reality is that 
the Sarasota community is taking the 
stereotype head on. At Aviva- A Cam-
pus for Senior Life, our chefs work 
behind the scenes to develop a menu 
providing residents with a dynamic  
experience.

To learn more about the process 
and how healthy food is going gour-
met, we sat down with Aviva’s Execu-
tive Chef, Ignacio Suarez.

Chef, can you tell us about your 
background and what brought you 
to Aviva?

As a classically trained chef, I 
owned and operated my own restaurant 
in Miami for eight years. During that 
time I was able to refine not only my 
culinary skills but, more importantly, 
my skills in customer service. What 
brought me to Aviva was the sense of 
community and the stability I could 
provide not only for myself but for my 
family as well. Spe-
cifically, I fell in love 
with Aviva’s sense 
of purpose. It isn’t 
just a community for 
people to live in but a 
place to grow and ex-
pand their horizons. 
That sense of ad-
venture and craving 
for new experiences 
was so appealing that 
I knew that this is 
where I belonged. 

Now, after 12 
years, I know that 
this place is special and the residents 
who call it home are some of the most 
interesting and dynamic seniors in the 
area.

As a community, Aviva is dedi-
cated to providing healthy but also 
kosher cuisine. How do you give the 
residents a gourmet experience while 
keeping that community promise?

I think the most important thing to 
keep in mind is that these expectations 
are not a restriction. Yes, these expec-
tations mean that we cannot use some 
of the classic ingredients that you may 
have come to expect. However, I have 
always found that this gives us such an 
incredible opportunity to get creative 
and push the envelope on what food 
can be. 

When I first started at Aviva, I had 
the opportunity to work with a dieti-
cian to pick out certain ingredients 
that can really shine both from a cu-
linary and health perspective. Every 
day, the Aviva kitchens are bringing 
in fresh and local seafood, produce, 
herbs and protein to serve that eve-
ning. From there we make everything 
from scratch, from our own stocks to 
our own marinades. We then take these 
house-made elements and create dishes 
like roasted chicken topped with honey 
and balsamic vinegar glazed with blue-
berries, or panko crusted pan-seared 

Florida triple tail topped with a Dijon 
horseradish sauce.

The word “kosher” can be in-
timidating, especially for people who 
may not observe it. What I’ve learned 
from my time at Aviva is that a kosher 
product is simply something that is 
produced the cleanest way possible. 
Without chemicals, hormones or other 
damaging elements, the ingredient can 
really shine on its own. 

When you are designing the 
menu for residents what are some el-
ements you focus on?

Our menus 
have to be a bal-
ance because we 
want every resi-
dent to feel com-
fortable. Some 
residents love the 
classics like bris-
ket, and spaghetti 
and meatballs, be-
cause those are the 
recipes they used 
to make for their 
own families. We 
want to take these 
comfort foods and 
provide it for them 
in a way that is 
high-quality. To 
achieve that, it re-

ally comes down to the herbs, spices 
and fresh vegetables.

On the other hand, we have resi-
dents who are looking for that adven-
turous experience. For them we add 
globally- and locally-inspired options 
to really create something unique. Our 
diverse culinary team takes elements 
of their own family recipes helping us 
connect with the residents through our 
passion for food.

At the end of the day the most 

important thing to me is consistency. 
I want to be able to promise our resi-
dents that no matter what they choose 
from the menu, it will be the same 
high-quality experience, because we 
are not going to serve anything we 
aren’t proud of. 

As a member of Aviva, what has 
continued to motivate you and your 
team?

Members of our culinary team on 
average have been with Aviva for over 
10 years, and we cook because we love 
providing an experience. When a resi-
dent shares with us that they enjoyed 
dinner or they tried something new and 
loved it, that is the best motivator. That 
singular moment is the best feeling in 
the world. 

If someone asked you to describe 
Aviva in one sentence what would it 
be?

We are a family, we care, we do the 
right thing, and we give 100% every 
day to make this community a home 
for everyone.

Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life 
is more than just a community, it is a 
lifestyle. As Sarasota’s premier se-
nior rental community, we want to 
invite you to experience the possibili-
ties! Visit avivaseniorlife.org or call 
941.225.8369 to schedule a tour.

Chef Ignacio Suarez

AdvertorialHuman rights  
in today’s America
On October 18, the Sarasota-

Manatee Section of the Na-
tional Council of Jewish 

Women (NCJW) held its first of two 
advocacy programs. The event was 
well attended by over 60 members 
and interested community friends. 
The distinguished panel was from a 
broad spectrum of society: the ACLU, 
Equality Florida, Sarasota Board of 
Education, and Interfaith Coalition for 
Reproductive Health. All participants 
discussed their perceptions of human 
rights in our country today based upon 
their experience and expertise. Our 
moderator was Dr. Claire Snyder-Hall, 
an activist, author and scholar.

Kirk Bailey from the ACLU spoke 
on the diverse issues that his organi-
zation deals with: LGBTQ, Voting 
Rights, Criminal Justice System. Kate 
Lannamann of Interfaith Coalition for 
Reproductive Health talked about be-
ing pro-faith while being pro-choice, 

the 1st Amendment of freedom of re-
ligion and freedom from religion. 
Mark Pusharich of Equality Florida 
discussed the current work Equal-
ity Florida is doing to pass a non- 
discrimination bill under the Civil 
Rights Act which would include the 
LGBTQ community; a bill that would 
protect everyone from discrimina-
tion. Caroline Zucker from the Sara-
sota County School Board spoke on 
the concerns of funding at the public-
school level, issues of charter schools 
changing our public education, and re-
ligious prayer entering public schools. 

The question-and-answer session 
that followed barely touched on the is-
sues brought up by the esteemed panel. 

NCJW’s Advocacy Team has plans 
for another program in the spring. 

For more information on NCJW, 
contact Joan Bour at joanbour5@ 
yahoo.com or visit www.ncjwsarasota-
manatee.org.

Seated: Kirk Bailey, ACLU; Caroline Zucker, Sarasota County School Board; Mark Puskarich,  
Equality Florida; standing: Lauren Brownstein, NCJW Florida SPA Vice Chair;  

Cathy Markowitz, NCJW Sarasota-Manatee Advocacy Team; Kate Lannamann, Florida  
Interfaith Coalition for Reproductive Health; Joan Bour, NCJW Sarasota-Manatee President;  

Claire Snyder-Hall, PhD, author-activist and moderator

Giving care, staying active; 
JFCS Senior Caregiving
Caregiving is a duty withheld for 

the strongest and most gener-
ous-hearted among us. Many 

times, it is a job paid only with love. 
However, when caregivers needs sup-
port, where do they turn?

JFCS of the Suncoast offers Care-
giver Resources within the Seniors and 
Cancer Support programs.

One program participant, Ellen 
Kaiden, is an accomplished artist re-
siding in Sarasota. Her palette is as vi-
brant as she is, and she shows her art in 
many notable Sarasota galleries. Ellen 
has participated in JFCS’ Wednesday 
caregiver group with Dr. Susan Siegel 
for several years.

Here, caregivers gain access to 
support groups and individual support 
sessions, learning more about what 
loved ones are going through. Dealing 
with decisions that need to be made 
and emotions can be overwhelming. 
JFCS provides assistance with respite, 
workshops and connections to impor-
tant resources. 

Ellen has maintained her life bal-
ance by actively pursuing her talents, as 
well as caring for her family. Through 
JFCS, she has a strong support of her 
own.

If you or someone you know needs 
assistance, please call the JFCS Seniors 
Caregiver Helpline at 941.364.7560.

Learn more at jfedsrq.org/help

The Jewish Federation offers assistance for all ages, like: Camp 
Grants, Overseas Grants, Education Scholarships, Religious 

Scholarships, and Women’s Giving Circle Grants. Plus, 
complimentary programs like PJ Library, Shalom Baby and Senior 
services provide unique support throughout Sarasota and Manatee. 

Motown committee members and others (photo by Elliott Corn)

Temple Emanu-El leaders 
participate in retreat

so many things right!” Halpern added. 
Halpern also thanked temple staff for 
support as well as board member Ellen 
Klein, who served as “scribe” for the 
retreat.

“It was truly a pleasure to work 
with you as you came together to 
strengthen Temple Emanu-El,” Rubin 
told temple leaders. “You should be 
very proud of your inspired leadership, 

and the Jewish address that you have 
established that does, as your mission 
statement indicates, create a warm and 
inclusive family.”

For more information about Temple 
Emanu-El, please call 941.371.2788.

Retreat facilitator Lois Rubin of the Union for Reform Judaism  
and Temple Emanu-El President Toby Halpern
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Chazzan Abramson (far left) and Rabbi Michael Churgel (far right) with 
Temple Sinai Religious School students who helped pack supplies for Puerto Rico

Temple Sinai’s charitable outreach 
grows beyond Sarasota

Temple Beth Sholom’s 
High Holiday Hunger Project

Happy Hanukkah
Tidewell Hospice is committed to meeting the spiritual  
and physical needs of our patients and families.
As a certified Jewish Hospice, Tidewell offers:

• Mezuzah and Shabbat candles
• Spiritual consultation with Rabbi on request 
• Bible and prayer book

www.tidewell.org  •  941-552-7500  •  855-Tidewell

Throughout 2017, Temple Sinai 
has demonstrated its generosity 
with numerous projects. These 

include All Faiths Food Bank, school 
supplies for Booker Elementary, 
clothes for Mothers Helping Mothers, 
as well as donations for victims of the 
recent hurricanes.

All year long we have a barrel for 
donations of non-perishable food to All 
Faiths Food Bank. We have collected 
thousands of pounds of food during the 
year. Another project conducted by the 
Women of Sinai is providing school 
supplies for second-grade pupils of 
Booker Elementary School. WOS col-

lects or purchases, sorts and delivers 
supplies for the students.

During the High Holidays, Temple 
Sinai conducted several special ef-
forts. Our annual High Holiday cloth-
ing drive for Mothers Helping Mothers 
was successful with many large contri-
butions of gently-used clothing brought 
to Temple Sinai on the fi rst day of Rosh 
Hashanah.

After Hurricane Irma, Temple Si-
nai opened its doors with a comfort 
station for anyone in the community 
without electricity to provide a cool 
place with beverages and snacks. 
Temple Sinai and Church of the Palms 

collected donations for fl ood victims. 
Rabbi Michael Churgel drove to Fort 
Myers to deliver the donations. 

On the day before Yom Kippur, 
Rabbi Churgel was notifi ed that H&R 
Block would be sending its corporate 
jet to Puerto Rico, and in one day, Tem-
ple Sinai fi lled 50 cartons with fi rst-aid 
items, personal hygiene products, non-
perishable food and other vital resourc-
es. This program was coordinated with 
Temple Sinai’s Yom Kippur collection 
for All Faiths Food Bank. 

Temple Sinai is proud of its many 
past and ongoing benevolent eff orts.

Temple Sinai Gan families collect items 
for Mothers Helping Mothers

In the spirit of tikkun olam, Temple 
Beth Sholom organized a success-
ful food drive once again this year, 

during the High Holiday season, to 
support All Faiths Food Bank and the 
JFCS Kosher Food Pantry. 

The temple has been coordinating 
this eff ort for several years, with Rab-
bi Michael Werbow and Joel Servetz 
(former Vice President of Social and 
Community Aff airs) at the helm. Rabbi 
Werbow approached Joel about start-
ing this project a few years ago, and 
Joel reached out to Winn-Dixie for the 
donation of the bags. 

The Temple Beth Sholom congre-

gation responded 
phenomenally, 
picking up the 
empty bags that 
were available 
on the fi rst day 
of Rosh Hasha-
nah, and fi lling 
them generously, 
to return the fol-
lowing week by 
Yom Kippur. In 
donating around 
1,000 pounds of food this year, congre-
gants performed two acts of tzedakah
– by feeding the hungry and support-

ing the good work done by the temple’s 
Kehillah. 

Anna Baker of JFCS stated that 
they are so grateful for the donation, 
and the timing was great since Hurri-
cane Irma depleted their supplies. 

This mitzvah project was a success 
thanks to all who assisted by organiz-
ing, coordinating and generously do-
nating food.

Food Drive group

You have found your perfect home.
Let us help you find your perfect mortgage!

We offer a variety of mortgage options to fit your 
particular needs. With our in-house mortgage option, The 
Penny Hill Group and their team can keep you informed 

every step of the way!
Featured Mortgage Programs:

 •  Fixed Rate and ARM Loans
 •  Conventional, FHA, and VA
 •  Construction to Permanent
 •  Up to 100% Financing for Doctors
 •  Jumbo Loans with no PMI

Loans are subject to normal credit approval criteria.
Additional program restrictions may apply.

Penny Hill Group
Paul Eidel, Penny Hill, & Scott Kolbe

941.545.1275
PennyHillGroup@LionBank.com 

LionBank.com/PHGroup

Scott Kolbe: NMLS# 450453
Penny Hill: NMLS# 365464

Paul Eidel: NMLS# 1041466

Visit our office: 
1819 Main Street, Suite 1000

Sarasota, Florida 34236

• Companions
• Home Health Aides
• Transport
• RN Supervision
• CNA Services
• Doctor Visits

All Heart 
Senior Care, LLC

www.allheartseniorcare.com 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee Counties

Call 24 hours a day
941-954-6565

Private Duty Home Health
24 hour care available

“Your home is where our hearts are”

Homemaker & Companion License 230910 

 make sure
to catch all  

events at

invited

events atevents atevents atevents atevents atevents atevents atevents atevents atevents atevents at
jfedsrq.org/

events

	
	
	
	
	

Dr. Julian Achim 
Clinical Psychologist 
Florida License: PY9572 
Tel: 941-451-1122 

Psychological Testing 
• Intellectual	&	Achievement		

testing	for	Gifted	or	LD	Education	
• ADHD,	Depression,	Bipolar,	OCD		
• Personality	Testing	(MMPI,	MCMI)	
• Neuropsychological	Testing	
Psychotherapy 
• Individual,	Couples,	Family	
• Child	and	Adolescent	
• Alcohol,	Drugs,	and	Addictions	

Dr.	Julian.	Achim@gmail.com	
www.VeniceClinic.com	

871	Venetia	Bay	Blvd,	Ste	370,	Venice,	FL	

PSYCHOLOGIST 
 

Read the current and 
previous editions of 

The Jewish News 
at www.jfedsrq.org.
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Diane Milrod, Arlene Stolnitz, Susan Gordon, Susan Skovronek,  
Sylvia Kupferman, Emily Tennenbaum, Stanley Gordon
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For more information, contact 

Robin Leonardi
941.552.6307
rleonardi@jfedsrq.org

The Jewish Federation 
offers unique cross-media 
advertising packages that 
connect your business  
with your community.

Sarasota Jewish Chorale celebrates 
Chai Year with arts award
By Arlene Stolnitz

It was an exciting night in October 
when the Sarasota Jewish Chorale 
accepted a Leadership Award at the 

Celebration of the Arts event at the Van 
Wezel Performing Arts Hall. Honored 
for its leadership in arts and cultural 
events in the community, the Chorale 
received a grant in recognition of its 
service in the community and for its 
upcoming March program commemo-
rating its Chai (18th) year. The select 
award, given to the Chorale and sev-
eral other arts organizations in Sarasota 
County, was granted by The Arts and 
Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County. 

The Alliance is an umbrella or-
ganization that serves the needs of all 
arts groups in the area. It also monitors 
state legislation regarding arts funding. 
Three grant programs fund over two 
million dollars annually in the arts and 
cultural community. 

Many Chorale members were in 
attendance to receive the award which 
will be used in planning “Remember-
ing to Rejoicing… Holocaust to Ha-
tikvah,” a program in collaboration 
with the Anne Frank Center for Mutual  
Respect and The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee.

Honoring the memory and legacy 
of Anne Frank and celebrating the 70th 
birthday of the State of Israel, the pro-
gram is a celebration of the Chorale’s 
Chai year. The March 25 afternoon 
program will be held at Temple Beth 
Sholom. More details will follow. Be 
sure to save the date.

Homes for seniors…cats that is

When you think of cats, most 
people think of kittens. Kit-
tens are cute and playful. 

They are also the first to be adopted 
in animal shelters. Now that cats are 
living much longer (up to 21 years or 
more) there are more and more senior 
cats that need loving homes. 

There is a rising national issue 
with senior cats. Some cat owners have 
medical issues or passed away, while 
some have just moved and cannot take 
their cat. Most shelters have age re-
strictions and they believe that these 
cats are not very adoptable. So, either 
the senior cat is left homeless roaming 

the street or, worse, euthanized. 
St. Francis Animal Rescue (a non-

profit cat shelter and sanctuary) in Ven-
ice has started an innovative program 
called SR (Seniors Rock). The pro-
gram began on September 15, 2017, 
with eight senior cats. All of these 
sweet kitties are still looking for their 
furever home. 

There are many reasons to adopt 
a senior cat. They are mellow, love to 
simply be with a family and curl on 
your lap, their personalities are formed, 
and they understand how to use litter 
boxes and scratching posts. 

As Jews, we practice tikkun olam 

for people in the world, and our ani-
mals. For those interested in adopting 
a cat, a mitzvah would be adopting one 
of these senior cats. 

St. Francis Animal Rescue is hold-
ing a special senior (and special needs) 
reduced-fee adoption event December 
2-4 at its shelter located at 1925 S. 
Tamiami Trail, Venice. All seniors and 
special needs kitties are $25 with some 
special goodies. Please consider adopt-
ing these wonderful kitties. You may 
be their last chance. 

For more information on St. Fran-
cis Animal Rescue, please visit www.
stfrancisarfl.org.

JOIN CHABAD OF BRADENTON & LAKEWOOD RANCH FOR 

Celebrating the holy land of Israel and its people. 

BH

Chanukah Israel Celebration

CHANUKAH ISRAEL CELEBRATION IS SPONSORED BY THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF SARASOTA-MANATEE. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2017, 6:00PM

LAKEWOOD RANCH MAIN STREET 
Featuring

CONCERT WITH THE FREYLACH BAND

ISRAEL CHARITY BOX MENORAH • ISRAELI-STYLE KOSHER FOOD • KONA ICE TRUCK
CHANUKAH ART • FACE PAINTING • DOUGHNUT DECORATING • HOT LATKES

JUDAH THE MACCABEEJUDAH THE MACCABEE • DREIDEL MASCOT • CHANUKAH STORYTIME BOOTH 
NEW! LATKE BIKE • DREIDEL MOONBOUNCE • RAFFLES

SPREAD THE LIGHT AND DONATE TO EIGHT DIFFERENT CHARITIES IN ISRAEL WITH OUR EIGHT CHARITY BOX CANDLES. 

THIS EVENT IS CO-SPONSORED BY  LAKEWOOD RANCH MAIN STREET.

ADMISSION IS FREE.  NOMINAL FOOD FEES TO APPLY.  SPONSOR $500.

By Linda Silver



14A December 2017

For more than 60 community events in 
December, see the Jewish Happenings 

section in this issue.

JEWISH INTEREST

                             Eye Care Excellence in All Stages of Life

Schedule an appointment with 
one of our board-certified 

ophthalmologists:

• Murray Friedberg, M.D. 
• Robert Edelman, M.D. 
• Scott Silverman, M.D. 
• Robert Sambursky, M.D.
• Pooja Khator, M.D.

• Allison Menezes, M.D. 
• Jeffrey Davis, M.D.
• Anita Shane, M.D.
• Jody Abrams, M.D.
• Paul Brannan, M.D.

217 Manatee Ave. E., Bradenton • 6310 Health Park Way, Ste. 340, Lakewood Ranch
1427 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

CoastalEye.com • (941)748-1818

Two different approaches to Chanukah music: 
The Yeshiva Boys Choir and Y-Studs!
By Arlene Stolnitz

Arlene Stolnitz

Two very diff erent groups have 
come to my attention recently, 
just in time for Chanukah: The 

Yeshiva Boys Choir and Y-Studs. Both 
groups have recorded Chanukah music 
that is creative, innovative and vibrant. 

According to the 
Milken Archive 
of Jewish Mu-
sic, their works 
and recordings of 
countless other 
c o n t e m p o r a r y 
Jewish compos-
ers, that I will 
write about in 
the future, are 

important in preserving the legacy of 
American-Jewish music and culture 
for future generations.

You may have heard of the re-

nowned Yeshiva Boys Choir, which 
has achieved fame in the last 14 years. 
Traveling worldwide to countries such 
as England, Canada and Israel, as well 
as performing across the U.S., they 
have excited audiences with their ren-
ditions of age-old favorites and new 
compositions. Based in New York City, 
the group is led by conductor and cho-
reographer Yossi Newman, a former 
third-grade teacher from Cleveland, 
Ohio. Together with his childhood 
friend, Eli Gerstner, who composes 
and arranges the catchy compositions, 
they have created a choir of nearly 50 
talented young members. And what a 
choir it is! 

One cannot listen to their music 
without jumping up from your seat! The 
group is spirited, fun and, most of all, 
original in their approach to their songs. 

Their album “YBC 5: Chanukah” con-
tains many familiar and not-so-familiar 
tunes. Especially, you will want to hear 
“Daddy Come Home,” a tribute to all 
the daddies who serve in war. Listen-
ing to its emotionally charged plea will 
bring tears to your eyes. Anyone who 
has had a father who served in a war 
(my dad served in WWII) and every-
one else will be moved by its powerful 
message. “Those Were the Nights” is a 
light-hearted look at the holiday in past 
years, bringing back pleasant memo-
ries. It is fi lled with fun-fi lled antics, 
and showcases the talents of its re-
markable young singers. The Yeshiva 
Boys Choir has many other outstand-
ing albums that they sing on their sold-
out worldwide tours.

A very diff erent kind of group, 
older, yet youthful, and also Yeshiva 
students, is known as the Y-Studs. A 
Jewish a cappella group, they are an 
elite all-male group from Yeshiva Uni-
versity based in New York City. The 
15-member group was formed in 2010 
by singers from the school who wanted 
to get together as a singing ensemble. 
They are immensely popular and have 
produced CDs and music videos, and 
are available for weddings and bar 
mitzvahs. They have traveled interna-
tionally with their program.

Of special interest is their CD/
video entitled, “Evolution of Jewish 
Music,” in which the group sings mini-
clips of Jewish music chronologically 

through the centuries. It is literally a 
history of Jewish music throughout the 
ages. 

Two Chanukah videos stand out 
in their repertoire: “A One Direction 
Hanukkah -Epic Parody Mashup!” and 
“Don’t Let Me Down.” Both songs 
are not your standard Chanukah-type 
tunes that we usually associate with the 
holiday. Instead, they will appeal espe-
cially to the younger “hip” generation 
with their fun-fi lled outrageous antics 
and catchy tunes. Plus, these guys are 
so handsome and cute, even the older 
generation can’t help love them! Their 
videos can be seen on YouTube and are 
just plain fun!

* * *
A correction to last month’s article: 

The refugees at Safe Haven in Oswe-
go, New York, were housed there from 
August 1944 to February 1946. The 
facility was later offi  cially closed in 
December 1946. By then, the refugees 
had all left to start new lives; some 
staying in the United States, and others 
returning to Europe. 
Arlene Stolnitz, founder of the Sara-
sota Jewish Chorale, is a member of 
the Jewish Congregation of Venice. A 
retired educator from Rochester, New 
York, she has sung in choral groups for 
over 25 years and also sings in Venice’s 
Chorale (formerly Exsultate!). Her in-
terest in choral music has led to this 
series of articles on Jewish folk music 
in the Diaspora.

Carl Bernstein

RESERVE YOUR SEATS NOW

For details and tickets, please call the Foundation office 
at 941-203-6237 or email jcappadona@jewishhcf.org

Jewish Housing Council Foundation supports the mission of Aviva – A Campus for Senior 
Life.  Together we can enrich the lives of our seniors and the greater community.

   Mr. Bernstein is an American investigative journalist and author. 
While a young reporter for The Washington Post in 1972, Bernstein 
was teamed up with Bob Woodward; the two did much of the original 
news reporting on the Watergate scandal.  

   Carl Bernstein is presently a CNN political contributor. Attend and 
ask questions about events in Washington, D.C. today. 

Will be held at: 
Michael’s on East, 1212 East Ave. South, Sarasota, FL 34239

Carl Bernstein - Dinner
January 23, 2018 at 6:30 PM

$175 per person

Eight Over 80 - Brunch
February 11, 2018 at 10:30 AM

$175 per person

Eight Over 80 once again brings another anticipated sold-out 
audience to The Westin Sarasota. Guests will enjoy a delightful 
brunch (not to mention the mimosas), while hearing the inspiring 
stories of this years’ eight worthy honorees. Co-Chairs are  
Gerri Aaron and Christine Jennings.

Will be held at: 
The Westin Sarasota

•	Board-Certified	Physicians		
	 in	Internal	Medicine	
•	Adolescent,	Adult	
	 &	Geriatric	Care	
•	Physical	Therapist	
•	Registered	Dietitian
•	Hospital	In-Patient	Visits
•	Specialist	Care	Coordination

•	 Nursing	Home/Rehab		
Center	Care

It Takes Quality Time 
to Provide Quality Care. 

Now accepting a limited 
number of new patients. 

Brad S. Lerner, MD • Louis M. Cohen, MD • James R. Cocco, MD	

1921	Waldemere	Street,	Suite	814	
Sarasota,	Florida	34239	•	LernerCohen.com	

941.953.9080

How Well Does Your Doctor Know You…

Getting to know what’s best for your  
ongoing health begins with getting to 
know you personally. At LernerCohen 
Healthcare, you have access to a full  
team of wellness specialists who know  
your biography – as well as your biology.

Don’t just think of us as your Primary Doctor. 
Consider yourself our Primary Patient.

The Doctor Is In. Always.™
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Two different approaches to Chanukah music: 
The Yeshiva Boys Choir and Y-Studs!

Ambitious meditation on spiritual transcendence 
and self-refl ection hits all the right notes

Nicole Krauss (photo credit Goni Riskin)

Book review and interview by Philip K. Jason, Special to The Jewish News

Phil Jason

Only a handful of books that 
come out each year immedi-
ately signal “masterpiece.” 

Nicole Krauss’ Forest Dark, a brilliant 
eff ort that defi nes the human condition 

in an original way, 
is one of them. 
It is transforma-
tional, and it is 
about transforma-
tion. If not deeply 
religious (though 
perhaps it is), it 
is religiously pro-
found.

The narrative 
unfolds in alternating chapters with two 
protagonists. One is a successful, for-
tyish writer whose path seems blocked. 
The other, nearing 70, is a successful 
lawyer and investor who discovers that 
his life’s patterns have been shaken up 
in a liberating way.

The transformations the charac-
ters undergo, whether sought after or 
suddenly realized, are described with 
staggering acumen and accuracy. Each 
conversion defi nes and redefi nes one 
of the central characters. The chapters 
that focus on the novelist – let’s call 
her Nicole – are told in the fi rst per-
son. Those given over to Jules Epstein 
(most often referred to as “Epstein”) 
are told in the third person, though the 
narrator has lavish access to the man’s 
thoughts and feelings.

Epstein’s life changes are extreme. 
Soon after his parents die, he ends his 
marriage, leaves his partnership in a 
law fi rm, and frees himself from the 
intimidating personality and identity 
he had built. He seems released into an 

the solidity and luster of pol-
ished stone.

Each character’s journey 
involves a sidekick, a kind 
of spiritual tour guide who 
often seems half-real. Ep-
stein’s guide is Rabbi Men-
achem Klausner, who is in 
charge of researching the 
Davidic line, an enterprise 
in which the Epstein name 
plays a signifi cant role. Or 
is he a charlatan? It’s hard to be sure. 
Klausner will open new vistas for Ep-
stein by taking him to the renowned sa-
cred city of Safed, a center for Jewish 
spiritualism.

Eliezer Friedman, a former litera-
ture professor, plays a role in Nicole’s 

journey that has sim-
ilar ambiguities. He’s 
part mentor, part 
confessor, part spiri-
tual seducer. Fried-
man has a strange 
destiny in mind for 
Nicole: fi nishing an 
unknown work by 
Franz Kafka. This 
goal allows the Ni-
cole sections of the 
book to open up into 
an exploration of 
Kafka’s peculiar life 
and career. In these 

segments, as well, the mystique of 
King David, particularly his age-old 
role as a transcendent literary fi gure, 
haunts the narrative.

Tour-guide Friedman, rather than 
returning Nicole to her quarters at the 
Hilton, becomes – a bit forcefully – her 
guide to an Israel with which she is not 
familiar. His speech is hypnotic, some-

what like that of Rabbi 
Klausner, who magi-
cally fl ew from New 
York to Tel Aviv on the 
same plane as Epstein.

Of course, like Ni-
cole, Epstein is staying 
at the Tel Aviv Hilton.

While the storylines 
of Epstein and Nicole 
never quite touch, they 
refl ect and illuminate 

each other in dozens of ways. Each 
narrative thread of Forest Dark, if de-
veloped further in isolation, could be-
come a praiseworthy novel. However, 
interfaced as they are, they generate an 
outcome that is far more than the sum 
of its parts. This structural inventive-
ness, coupled with the author’s soaring 
imagination, probing intelligence and 
exquisite style, screams masterpiece.

There is even some unexpected fun 
in this statuesquely serious novel. The 
off hand references to two very diff er-
ent Jewish writers, Joseph Telushkin 
and Matti Friedman, hint at the scope 
of Jewish cultural experience that 
Krauss may expect from her readers. 
Or maybe she’s just having a good time 
with some friendly name-dropping.

This writer admits that he had a 
good time and more.

This review fi rst appeared in the 
Washington Independent Review of 
Books. See www.washingtonindepen
dentreviewofbooks.com.
Philip K. Jason is Professor Emeritus 
of English from the United States Na-
val Academy. He reviews regularly for
Florida Weekly, Jewish Book World,
Southern Literary Review, and other 
publications. Please visit Phil’s web-
site at www.philjason.wordpress.com.

Forest Dark, by Nicole Krauss. 
Harper. 304 pages. 
Hardcover $27.99.

alternate self. He smiles more, reads 
books on mysticism, and enters a new 
zone of experience characterized by a 
sense of lightness. He no longer be-
lieves in assurances. He wishes to be 
open.

His children worry about him.
Nicole comes to realize that her life 

has been overly structured. She is the 
result of confi ning and defi ning forces, 
including meeting other people’s ex-
pectations. She speculates about how 
space and time aff ect people’s identi-
ties and destinies. She notices her lack 
of drive to plan things, and she takes 
this suspension of will – as Epstein has 
taken his changes – as a kind of free-
dom.

A good part of the novel is played 
out in Israel, par-
ticularly Tel Aviv, 
which holds prom-
ises and challenges 
for both characters. 
It has long been part 
of their individual 
lives. The Tel Aviv 
Hilton looms large 
in Nicole’s psyche. 
Her ostensible rea-
son for staying there 
is to base a novel on 
the hotel. However, 
while she knows 
that readers expect 
fi ctional characters to have reasons 
for what they do, she wonders if the 
actions of humans are truly rooted in 
such reasons.

Nicole is penetratingly occupied 
with such philosophizing. The author 
has the astounding ability to make her 
characters’ streams of interrogation 
and postulation as vivid and engross-
ing as powerful descriptions of places 
and actions. Her contemplations have 

Jewish National Fund Sarasota 

Guardian of Israel
Award Luncheon

HONORING

Edie and David Chaifetz
FEATURING GUEST SPEAKER

Russell F. Robinson
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, JEWISH NATIONAL FUND

Wednesday, February 28, 2018 
11:30 am

Temple Beth Sholom
1050 South Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL

RSVP by February 22, 2018 at jnf.org/sarasotagoi

CHAIRS

Helen & Len Glaser
Toby & Noel Siegel

jnf.org ∙ 800.JNF.0099

For sponsorship opportunites or more information:

Marcy Friedland, Senior Campaign Executive,
Southwest Florida at mfriedland@jnf.org

or 941.217.7400

WE HAVE A 
LOT TO SAY
WANT TO DISPLAY 
THE JEWISH NEWS 
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OR BUSINESS?

Robin Leonardi, Account Executive: 941.552.6307 • rleonardi@jfedsrq.org
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Jonathan Ornstein, Executive Director, JCC Krakow

European Jewish revival vs increasing political concern
By Robert Wallenstein – Krakow, Poland
Interview with Jonathan Ornstein, Executive Director, JCC Krakow

Tomorrow is Sukkot, one of 
the happiest Jewish holidays. 
What are the reasons to be 

happy today in Krakow? 
We understand our faith – coming 

from a diffi  cult past, and going for a 
better future. We are naturally optimis-
tic people. Here in Krakow, what we 
see is the best example: a community 
that was almost completely wiped out 
70-75 years ago has been reborn in the 
last 20-25 years. The community is 
growing and beginning to thrive. The 
most obvious reason to be happy here 
is the fact that we are existing, and in-
fl uencing other Jewish life. Those who 
come here have been reinforced by 
their own Jewish identity and they are 
our best ambassadors. Their work and 
correspondence bring us results to cel-
ebrate happiness. 

You’ve just opened the fi rst Jew-
ish daycare in the city since 1939. 

We named the school Frajda. That 
means “joy” in Polish, but the world 
comes from Yiddish. It shows the in-
terconnectedness of Polish and Jewish 
culture. We started with 12 kids, ages 

1-4.5 years. So far it’s gone smooth. 
It is a private daycare, and all kids are 
Jewish from Polish families, except 
one child whose family is from Israel. 

I visited the JCC during recent 
Rosh Hashanah. When I asked how 
is everything, you said “It is all good, 
but I am tired…” You even admit-
ted, you are always tired. Is it such a 
tiring thing to be a Jew in Krakow? 

I have the best job in the world. I 
work and travel a lot, and there is no 
downtime. It is wonderful to be a Jew 
in Krakow. Everybody talks about 
work-life balance. I do not do a great 
job with it, but I feel privileged. I even 
found my wife here in the community. 
We married for love. And as she works 
here too, we are both committed in our 
work too. It is very rewarding to build 
here something after such tragedy hap-
pened before. 

You came to Krakow about 15 
years ago, and lectured as a Hebrew 
teacher at the prestigious Jagiel-
lonian University. How would you 
describe the increasing attention 
toward Jewish studies in Poland? 

There is a whole generation of 
Poles who are growing up in a coun-
try that is free and with a very strong 
and proud Jewish history. And this new 
generation is curious about this com-
munity. They heard about the Jews 
and their 1,000-year-old history in Po-
land, so it is naturally time for them 
to learn the details. Overall, I can say 

that Poland did a good job dealing with 
the past and connecting with its Jew-
ish history – acknowledging the good 
parts and bad parts of the narrative. 
And today the country is eager to not 
only learn about Jewish history, but to 
help rebuild Jewish life. 

The importance here is that this is 
very much Polish history. Once, ten 
percent of the population was Jewish. 
What is helpful for us is that these Pol-
ish students are not only interested in 
the past, but are eager to be engaged to 
rebuild Jewish life here. This is a thriv-
ing Jewish/non-Jewish partnership in 
Poland. 

You are a member of several 
civic organizations promoting Jew-
ish causes, advocating tolerance 
and remembrance. How do you see 
the present Polish political environ-
ment with the anti-refugee approach 
and the controversial WWII history 
“rewriting spirit”? 

It is increasingly challenging. 
This government is not anti-Semitic 
for sure, however, they are eager to 
change a narrative of introspection that 
has been healthy for Poland since the 
fall of Communism – a narrative which 
has caused the country to look at itself 
critically. 

I think today the present authority 
is much more interested in focusing 
only on the positive aspects of Polish 
history. And the result of that, I think 
is a hesitation to look at the more diffi  -
cult part of the Jewish-Polish history. I 
think for the Jewish community to feel 
welcome in Poland there needs to con-
tinue to be this acknowledgement of 
the good and bad done toward the Jews 
on the side of the Poles. There are a 
few bothersome evidences of this new 
direction. If a high-ranking offi  cial of 
the government questions closed his-
torical facts like the Kielce massacre 
and Jedwabne pogrom on television, 
we fi nd that harmful. 

Can you do anything against 
these trends? 

We do speak up to the government, 
we have a dialog with them, but the sit-
uation is about to get more challenging. 
I have people telling me that present 
public television is one-sided, and only 
celebrating the achievement of the rul-
ing party. This rhetoric resembles the 
times of Communistic propaganda 30-
40 years ago… 

Overall, I can say that from the 
Jewish perspective, the past years of 
positive changes in Poland have not 
been aff ected by any government. The 
revival of Jewish life is not based on 
politics, but on individuals who are 
caring and active. This should always 
be a win-win situation. Richer Jewish 
life will enrich Poland too. 

ISRAEL KLEZMER FESTIVAL
with the 

Freylekh Klezmer Band

CHANUKAH
Wishing you and yours aHappy Chanukah!

Sunday, Dec.17  
4:30 – 6:30pm

Centennial Park
200 W Venice Avenue 
(Downtown Venice)

 LIGHTING OF A 12 FT. GIANT MENORAH
 PHOTO-OP AT THE “KOTEL” 

   THE WESTERN WALL REPLICA
 HUGE INTERACTIVE DREIDEL HOUSE
 HEBREW SCHOOL PERFORMANCE
 MOON BOUNCE
 FALAFEL  MATZAH BALL SOUP
 HOT LATKES  SUFGANIOT
 REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

www.chabadofvenice.com • 941.493.2770

continued on next page 

Need to reach the editor 
of The Jewish News? 

Send an email to 
jewishnews18@gmail.com.

Please join us for an Open House 
Wednesday, January 17, 2018

11am - 4pm  
to meet 

Daniel Sahalo
at McCarver & Moser, 1301 Main St., Sarasota

Daniel will share his story about immigrating to Israel from Ethiopia, and present 
Megemeria, an original and modern jewelry collection that is part of Yvel. This collec-

tion is designed by Jewish Ethiopian immigrants trained at The Megemeria School.

You will also be able to experience the luxurious Yvel trunk show,  
world-renowned for its distinctive creations hand-crafted in Motza, Israel.

PRESENTED BY
All attendees receive a 

CHANCE TO WIN  
a piece of Megemeria jewelry 

and a piece of jewelry from McCarver & Moser!
RSVP online at JFEDSRQ.org/Events.

udvFor more information, contact:
Gisele Pintchuck at 941.706.0029 or gpintchuck@jfedsrq.org

WIN!

A percentage of the sales from this event will benefit The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
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that Poland did a good job dealing with 
the past and connecting with its Jew-
ish history – acknowledging the good 
parts and bad parts of the narrative. 
And today the country is eager to not 
only learn about Jewish history, but to 
help rebuild Jewish life. 

The importance here is that this is 
very much Polish history. Once, ten 
percent of the population was Jewish. 
What is helpful for us is that these Pol-
ish students are not only interested in 
the past, but are eager to be engaged to 
rebuild Jewish life here. This is a thriv-
ing Jewish/non-Jewish partnership in 
Poland. 

You are a member of several 
civic organizations promoting Jew-
ish causes, advocating tolerance 
and remembrance. How do you see 
the present Polish political environ-
ment with the anti-refugee approach 
and the controversial WWII history  
“rewriting spirit”? 

It is increasingly challenging. 
This government is not anti-Semitic 
for sure, however, they are eager to 
change a narrative of introspection that 
has been healthy for Poland since the 
fall of Communism – a narrative which 
has caused the country to look at itself 
critically. 

I think today the present authority 
is much more interested in focusing 
only on the positive aspects of Polish 
history. And the result of that, I think 
is a hesitation to look at the more diffi-
cult part of the Jewish-Polish history. I 
think for the Jewish community to feel 
welcome in Poland there needs to con-
tinue to be this acknowledgement of 
the good and bad done toward the Jews 
on the side of the Poles. There are a 
few bothersome evidences of this new 
direction. If a high-ranking official of 
the government questions closed his-
torical facts like the Kielce massacre 
and Jedwabne pogrom on television, 
we find that harmful. 

Can you do anything against 
these trends? 

We do speak up to the government, 
we have a dialog with them, but the sit-
uation is about to get more challenging. 
I have people telling me that present 
public television is one-sided, and only 
celebrating the achievement of the rul-
ing party. This rhetoric resembles the 
times of Communistic propaganda 30-
40 years ago… 

Overall, I can say that from the 
Jewish perspective, the past years of 
positive changes in Poland have not 
been affected by any government. The 
revival of Jewish life is not based on 
politics, but on individuals who are 
caring and active. This should always 
be a win-win situation. Richer Jewish 
life will enrich Poland too. 

continued from previous page 
You are originally a New Yorker 

who has served the JCC in Krakow 
for nine years. You imported another 
New Yorker as spiritual leader. What 
are the achievements and future 
challenges for you and for Rabbi 
Baumol here? 

Rabbi Baumol is our part-time rab-
bi as he serves in Israel too. We have 
a growing community with 650 JCC 
members today, bringing Hillel to Kra-
kow, taking care of our 70 Holocaust 
survivors, and opening our preschool. 
We have become the Jewish Visitor 
Center of the city. Over 100,000 visi-
tors stopped by at the JCC last year 
from across the world. 

Our main accomplishment is be-
ing one of the leading institutions that 
have helped the narrative and shaped 
the dialog about Jewish life in Poland. 
I hope people also see us as facilita-
tors of rebuilding Jewish values. As for 
our challenges, we need to find more 
sustainable ways of creating a viable 
community. We raise our entire budget 
overseas. This is a very difficult fund-
ing model. Our annual budget is 1.2 
million USD – the vast majority comes 
from donations. We resource locally 
by catering or by offering classes. We 
charge membership fees. We have less 

than 1% of our annual budget coming 
from the Polish government. 

You said the JCC knows and 
cares about 70 Holocaust survivors 
here. Who are they? 

These individuals were only small 
children during the Shoah. Most of 
them survived being hidden by righ-
teous people. They are regulars at our 
Shabbat dinners, and many meet in 
our senior club daily. One of them is 
Zosha Radzikowska, who edits our 
newspaper, sings in our choir and stud-
ies Hebrew. She was a scholar in the 
Jagiellonian University. She is 82 years 
old. She is very close to me. 

This May she came with me on a 
tandem ride in our annual “Ride of the 
Living” (charitable bicycle event from 
Auschwitz to Krakow). We rode a short 
distance together. A week later we met 
a group from Israel. Zosha told them 
about our ride, and she said, “Oh, by 
the way, this was my first time on a bike 
ever.” “How is it possible?” I asked her 
immediately. She told us the following 
story: Her father bought a used bike for 
her just before the war broke out. He 
was fixing it, getting it ready. Than the 
war came. He was deported. Zosha was 
hidden, and never saw her dad nor the 
bike again. Up until our event in May.

Rahel Levin Varnhagen
By Nikol Isakovska, Mimi and Joseph J. Edlin Journalism Intern

Nikol Isakovska

Rahel Levin Varnhagen was a 
Jewish woman who hosted one 
of the most popular literary sa-

lons in Berlin and wrote a voluminous 
number of letters, establishing herself 
as a respected epistolary writer of the 
Enlightenment. But her life would be 
overshadowed by her constant battle 
with her Jewish identity. 

Rahel was born in Berlin on May 
19, 1771, the oldest 
daughter of a Jew-
ish merchant and 
his wife. Her family 
was not particularly 
observant, and she 
grew up without any 
strong Jewish val-
ues. Nevertheless, 

she was very aware of her Jewishness, 
and would feel the “burden” of her 
Jewish identity her entire life. 

With Europe in the throes of the 
Enlightenment period, Rahel was well-
educated by her par-
ents, growing up to be 
an opinionated, intelli-
gent woman. And what 
did bright, educated 
women of the 19th cen-
tury do? They started 
a salon. Rachel’s salon 
was instantly popular, 
attracting the great in-
tellectuals of the age 
– intelligent, progres-
sive men and women 
of the Enlightenment. 
German intellectuals 
Friedrich Schleiermacher, Adolf Fried-
rich von Schack, Karl Wilhelm Fried-
rich Schlegel and others frequented her 
salon. 

Rahel went through two bro-
ken engagements before she met and 
married Karl August Varnhagen von 
Ense. A few weeks before the wed-
ding, she converted to Protestantism 
and changed her name to the consid-
erably less Jewish-sounding Antonie 
Frederike. She and her husband soon 
undertook an enormous project – the 

organization and publication of her 
vast correspondence. 

According to the estimates of his-
torians, Rahel wrote roughly 10,000 
letters, 6,000 of which have been pre-
served. She wrote to over 300 con-
tacts, from her cook to Jewish novelist  
Rebecca Friedlander. 

Although written with the purpose 
of being published, Rahel’s letters pro-
vide a glimpse into the emotions and 
views of the woman herself. 

She describes herself with an easy 
humor, one time joking that she meant 
to “acquire the habit of remaining com-
pletely silent” because her opinionated 
conversation was often too much for 
her listeners! She comes across as hon-
est and wry, and frustrated with the 
limitations that society placed on her 
because of her gender and her Jewish-
ness. 

Rahel died in 1833, and her letters 
were published posthumously by her 

husband. Karl Varnha-
gen is also responsible 
for relating Rahel’s 
deathbed words: “The 
thing which all my life 
seemed to me the great-
est shame, which was 
the misery and misfor-
tune of my life – hav-
ing been born a Jewess 
– this I should on no ac-
count now wish to have 
missed.”

Want to find out 
more about Rahel 

Levin Varnhagen? Check out these 
books: Sketches of German Life and 
Scenes from the War of Liberation in 
Germany; Rahel Varnhagen: The Life 
of a Jewess by Hannah Arendt; Rahel 
Levin Varnhagen by Heidi Thomann 
Tewarson.
Nikol Isakovska is a recipient of the  
Mimi and Joseph J. Edlin Journalism  
Intern Scholarship, a program funded  
by Miriam Edlin in memory of her hus-
band. Nikol is a junior at the Florida 
Virtual School.

Rahel Levin Varnhagen
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Temple Beth Israel
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key
941-383-3428          www.tbi-lbk.org

Open to the entire community.
Doors open 30 minutes before program.

$15 at the door and $10 with advance reservations
CALL 941-383-3428 TO REGISTER.

Free admission to Temple Beth Israel members.

Temple Beth Israel, The Center of Jewish Living on Longboat Key

TEMPLE MEMBERS
ADMISSION

Florida Premiere 
of the award winning documentary, 

Starting Over Again
December 10, 2017 - 4:00 pm

Starting over,
with 20 pounds in 

your pocket
The epic story of the Jews of Egypt; the 
dolcevita followed by the exile. Their only 
revenge is their success. 
A film by: Ruggero Gabbai, produced by 
Elliot Malki. 
Succumbing under the tide of memories 
and pronouncing these words below are 
the protagonists-witnesses of a golden 
age, buried beneath the happy sands of 
the Sahara in the late 1950s (1956), when 
the Egyptian Jews, settled for centuries, 
were forced to abandon their homes and 
possessions in Cairo and Alexandria.

“The Egypt of my childhood had a universal 
flavor and was without conflict, a wide ranging 
and inclusive breath that we carry with us like 
a precious gift”.

  “An extraordinary mixture of identity lived inside 
us: this is what we were and what we have remained, 
even today. Cosmopolitan, the sons of a cultural 
‘metissage’ (cross-cultural mingling) which is among 
the richest, most productive and captivating”.

This Florida Premiere is sponsored by 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 

in celebration of Israel’s 70th Birthday. 

Private Duty Nursing Care
Newborn to Senior

Sarasota, FL 34233
P: 941-922-5212
C: 440-413-2622

E-mail: conicelladebra@yahoo.com

MY PERSONAL NURSE, LLC

Debra A. Conicella, RN, MSN, CSN
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Jewish Aging 
Mastery Program

For more information contact
Pamela Baron at (941)366-2224 x112

or email pbaron@JFCS-Cares.org

There’s a program that can help you 
master aging... and it’s almost as good 
as chicken soup!

JFCS presents the 
Jewish-focused Aging 

Mastery Program (JAMP). 
JAMP combines the science 
and art of aging well with 
the wisdom of the Jewish 

faith. Participate in a fun and 
comprehensive approach to 
living that celebrates the gift 

of longevity.

Classes start Tuesday January 16, 2018
12 sessions/7 week program only $100
Lunch Included. Seating is limited.

Our program will feature:
• Jewish Perspectives on Aging with 
Rabbi Brenner Glickman and Rabbi 
Jonathan Katz, JFCS Community Chaplin
• Community Engagement with Dr. 
Nancy Schlossberg
• Advanced Planning with Ira Wiesner, 
Advocates in Aging
• Better Sleep with Dr. Matthew Edlund
• Falls Prevention - Ready and Steady 
Program/Pines of Sarasota

The Aging Mastery 
Program is made 
possible through 
support from:

JFCS Community 
Chaplin position is 
funded by a grant 
from:

FOR A PRIVATE CONSULTATION, CALL OR EMAIL
nkobritz@youthfulaging.net
Sarasota:  941.925.9532
Longboat Key: 941.706.2695
youthfulaging.net  License 299991326
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I mproving quality of life in people with dementia involves 
more than day-to-day care—it requires medically-based 
methods to maintain cognitive function. 
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By Rabbi Barbara Aiello
Judaism has always accepted divorce 
as an unfortunate fact of life, main-
taining that it is better for a couple to 
divorce than to remain together in a 
state of constant bitterness and strife.
(Tracey R Rich, Jewish 101).

When a divorce happens, it is 
important to acknowledge 
that the holiday season can 

be a particularly stressful time of the 
year for the kids. Several years ago, 

when my daugh-
ter, R., was a 
young adult, I 
asked her to dis-
cuss her experi-
ences as a child 
of divorce. My 
daughter off ered 
seven holiday 
suggestions for 
divorced families 

that merit parent and grandparent con-
sideration.

Don’t fi ght about schedules. Be 
fl exible. Remember that what is draft-
ed in a legal document often doesn’t 
represent real situations, especially as 
children grow. R. suggests that both 
parents discuss a holiday schedule that 
includes time spent with grandparents 
as well. She says, “Staying an extra day 
with you or Daddy or having a visit at 
Bubby’s house didn’t mean I loved one 
family more than the other.” Parents 
and grandparents can wreck a holiday 
by putting the “legal” schedule ahead 
of what makes sense for the child.

Let your grandchildren bring 
friends over. Friends are so impor-
tant and holidays are great times for 
friendships to develop and deepen. It 

can be lonely for a kid to go to dad’s 
(or mom’s) or grandparents and be the 
only child among grown-ups. R. says, 
“My best holidays at my dad’s house or 
with my Bubby were when he let my 
best girlfriend come along.”

If parents haven’t done so, help 
your grandchild select, buy and wrap 
gifts for divorced parents. My daugh-
ter recalls, “I remember how when Cha-
nukah came around and Grandma took 
me shopping. Even though my mom 
and dad weren’t speaking, Grandma 
helped me buy a gift for my dad and 
my aunt. My mom’s mom stayed out of 
the problems between my parents and 
made sure to model respect and kind-
ness to both parents.” 

When it comes to gifts, don’t 
compete. For grandparents this can be 
tricky. Now that your own child is di-
vorced from your grandchild’s mother 
or father, your stress level can soar as 
you contemplate how and when you 
will see your grandchildren. This stress 
can translate into buying a child’s af-
fection through an over-the-top gift or 
outing. As you plan a gift, talk to both 
parents – your own son or daughter 
and his/her ex – to discuss their feel-
ings about the gift or the outing you’ve 
planned. Keeping lines of communica-
tion open will avoid your gift becoming 
a point of contention rather than the joy 
that it should be. 

Never say bad things about the 
other parent. My daughter says, “No 
matter how you feel, be a grown-up 
and remember to never say anything 
nasty about the ex-husband or ex-
wife… ever.” One seven-year-old child 
recalls, “When my mom and grandma 

said my dad was bad, I felt like half of 
me was bad. And when my dad and 
Zayde said the same thing about my 
mom, I felt like all of me was bad!” 
Bad-mouthing your son or daughter’s 
ex is one of the most eff ective ways to 
ruin your child’s self-esteem. 

Holidays are family time so do 
one thing together as a family. R. 
says, “The time you, Dad and all the 
grandparents came to my school per-
formance and sat together was so 
nice. Usually I had to run back and 

forth between you. But that year, you 
sat together and I’ll never forget how 
good that felt.” Other kids say that a 
holiday meal or even a stop for ice 
cream shared with mom and dad and 
all the grandparents and stepparents 
are among their fondest memories. If 
your son or daughter has remarried, 
your grandchild now must relate to 
more adults who share the parental 
role. When you demonstrate your ac-
ceptance and respect, grandchildren 

will follow suit. 
Emphasize to your family that 

grandparents are very important. 
You son or daughter may have divorced 
your grandchild’s parent, but grand-
children have not divorced grandma 
and grandpa. Research indicates that 
the more contact children have with 
loving members of their extended fam-
ilies, the healthier human beings they 
become. If necessary, gently explain 
that restricting contact can harm chil-
dren at a critical time when they need 
the unconditional love of loving grand-
parents.

So, Happy Chanukah, Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays to you 
and yours. And if “yours” happens to 
include ex-spouses, stepparents and 
blended families, remember that holi-
day celebrations bring with them spe-
cial challenges. If you haven’t done so 
yet, this year rise to the occasion. Be 
more gracious, open and loving than 
you ever have been before. Your grand-
children will thank you and respect you 
for it. 
For ten years Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life in Sarasota as resident rabbi. Cur-
rently as Aviva’s Rabbi Emerita, she 
shares her experiences on Aging Jew-
ishly. Contact her at Rabbi@Rabbi
Barbara.com.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello
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When help was needed
By Paul R. Bartrop, PhD

Dr. Paul Bartrop

The worst expressions of the Ho-
locaust took place across the 
years 1942-1943. In December 

1942, 75 years ago this month, two 
Polish women, Zofi a Kossak-Szczuc-
ka (a writer) and Wanda Krahelska-
Filipowicz (a member of Poland’s so-
cial elite known by her nom de guerre, 
“Alinka”), established an organization 

named Zegota. This 
was a secret group 
based in Warsaw, 
run jointly by non-
Jews and Jews. Its 
goal was singular in 
nature: to save Jews 
from being mur-
dered by the Nazis.

The Rada Pomocy Zydom, or 
Council for Aid to the Jews, originated 
as the Provisional Committee for Aid 
to Jews (Tymczasowy Komitet Pomocy 
Żydom), which the two women estab-
lished on September 27, 1942. Unlike 
many such organizations during World 
War II, it did not abbreviate its formal 
title into an acronym. From the begin-
ning, it was essentially an independent 
Catholic body. When it was trans-
formed more formally into Zegota, on 
December 4, 1942, it became a broad-
based joint organization of Jews and 
non-Jews from diff erent political ori-
entations.

Zegota was the brainchild of Hen-
ryk Woliński, a member of the secret 
Polish Home Army. Once formed, its 
General Secretary was a member of 
Poland’s Socialist Party; its Treasurer 
was a member of the Democratic Party. 
Both of these, of course, had been driv-
en underground by the Nazi invasion 
and occupation. The fundamental aim 
of the organization was the common 
cause of saving Jews in danger from 
the Nazis, and in this, Poland was the 
only country in Nazi-occupied Europe 
where such an organization existed. 
Ultimately, the Council operated from 
its foundation in December 1942 until 
the liberation of Poland in 1945. 

The organization was recognized 
and received assistance from outside. 
By the late spring of 1944, much of 
the funding it received was coming 
from the Polish government-in-exile 
in London, though owing to the war 
situation this often only arrived after 
a circuitous, dangerous and time-con-
suming route. The fi nancial resources 
needed to save even one Jewish life 
ranged from 6,000 to 15,000 zlotys. 
Depending on the situation, Zegota’s 
monthly budget ranged anywhere from 
500,000 to two million zlotys, which, 
though seemingly large, did not meet 
the needs of saving as many Jewish 
lives as the organization would have 
liked. As a result, and wherever pos-
sible, Zegota operatives sought to 
prop up their resources in alternate 
ways (including, it has been alleged, 
robberies).

Zegota’s means were many, but 
it was found to be much easier to as-
sist Jews if they were outside ghettos 
and on the “Aryan” side. Medical at-
tention was provided for Jews in hid-
ing, along with food and false-identity 
documents. Zegota attempted (and of-
ten succeeded) in providing help for 
Jews in forced labor camps, while fi -
nancial aid was provided when possi-
ble. Sometimes Zegota even managed 
to assist in escapes, though all too of-
ten such activities could often not be 
planned in advance; it was more likely 
that advantage had to be made of local 
circumstances as and when they pre-
sented themselves.

One of Zegota’s major tasks related 
to the forging of documents, such that 
on average the organization was said to 
have been producing up to a hundred 
sets of forged papers at any one time.

Zegota also played an impor-
tant role in saving Jewish children 
by placing them with foster families, 

or relocating them to orphanages and 
convents. In Warsaw, the head of Ze-
gota’s children section, a Polish social 
worker named Irena Sendler, assumed 
near-legendary status through person-
ally taking care of over 2,500 Jew-
ish children. Sendler, who was one of 
many members of Zegota recognized 
by Israel’s Yad Vashem as Righteous 
Among the Nations, was nominated 
for a Nobel Prize before her death in 
2008.

By the time the Council was estab-
lished, a majority of Poland’s Jews had 
already been killed, but the organiza-
tion’s activists, at enormous personal 
risk, still managed to help several 
thousand of those remaining. Indeed, it 
has been estimated that about half of 
the Jews who survived the Holocaust 
in Poland – a fi gure representing over 
50,000 people – were helped by Zegota 
in one way or another.

To as great an extent as possible, 
Zegota operated as a professional or-
ganization. Although extensive in its 
spread, it worked on the basis of small-
er cells, with up to one hundred of these 
in Warsaw alone. Elsewhere, it operat-
ed in Krakow, Vilna (Vilnius) and Lvov 
(L’viv), with specifi c “departments” 
covering such areas as legal, housing, 
clothing, children’s welfare, medical 
care and fi nances, among others.

Poland, the only Nazi-occupied 
country where helping Jews was pun-
ishable by death, was also the only 
country that saw the establishment of 
an organization such as Zegota. It has 
been estimated that during the war 
perhaps up to 20,000 members of Ze-
gota were captured and executed by 

the Germans, with thousands of others 
imprisoned and sent to concentration 
camps. It was remarkable that the loca-
tion of Zegota’s head offi  ce in Warsaw, 
at 24 Zurawia Street, was well known 
to Poles but was never raided by the 
Germans.

Zegota was a truly unique phe-
nomenon within the horror of the Ho-
locaust, which bought the lives of tens 
of thousands of Jews at the cost of tens 
of thousands of Poles. In an environ-
ment in which the history of Polish re-

lations with Jews has frequently been 
soured by frequent expressions of anti-
Semitism, this stands as a shining ex-
ample of what could have been done 
throughout the rest of Europe if more 
people of goodwill had decided that it 
was necessary to make a stand.
Dr. Paul Bartrop is Professor of His-
tory and the Director of the Center for 
Judaic, Holocaust, and Genocide Stud-
ies at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
He can be reached at pbartrop@fgcu.
edu.
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will follow suit. 
Emphasize to your family that 

grandparents are very important. 
You son or daughter may have divorced 
your grandchild’s parent, but grand-
children have not divorced grandma 
and grandpa. Research indicates that 
the more contact children have with 
loving members of their extended fam-
ilies, the healthier human beings they 
become. If necessary, gently explain 
that restricting contact can harm chil-
dren at a critical time when they need 
the unconditional love of loving grand-
parents.

So, Happy Chanukah, Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays to you 
and yours. And if “yours” happens to 
include ex-spouses, stepparents and 
blended families, remember that holi-
day celebrations bring with them spe-
cial challenges. If you haven’t done so 
yet, this year rise to the occasion. Be 
more gracious, open and loving than 
you ever have been before. Your grand-
children will thank you and respect you 
for it. 
For ten years Rabbi Barbara Aiello 
served the Aviva Campus for Senior 
Life in Sarasota as resident rabbi. Cur-
rently as Aviva’s Rabbi Emerita, she 
shares her experiences on Aging Jew-
ishly. Contact her at Rabbi@Rabbi
Barbara.com.

Watch the historical movie 
“Denial” and then see the actual 

podcast interview of 
Debbie Lipstadt!

Wednesday, December 6th

Mark your calendar for other upcoming Podcasts: 
*January 17th - An interview with Rabbi and Author of When Bad 

Things Happen to Good People, Harold S. Kushner
*February 21st, Elie Wiesel, Nobel Laureate winner, writer, professor 

and Holocaust survivor; “To Life!” A Celebration  

*March 21st - On David Ben Gurion: Father of Modern Israel

Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch
5150 Peridia Blvd East    941-755-4900

www.templebethelbradenton.com
$5.00 pp. 5:00 pm -Pizza will be served. RSVP appreciated
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identifi ed as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are 
also identifi ed as Jewish.
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At Aviva we want to be more than just a member of your community, we want 
you to be part of our family. Join us as we celebrate Hanukah as a community 
while sharing in the traditions and customs you have grown to love. Family at 
Aviva is made up of more than just our community, our families, the families of 
our residents and our greater Sarasota Jewish community all come together to 
form our little Mispucha. Our community is celebrating, all that’s missing is you!

1951 N. Honore Ave. | Sarasota, FL 34235 
941.225.8369 | AvivaSeniorLife.org

MISPUCHA!

Assisted Living Facility #8951  |  Skilled Nursing Facility #130471046

From our Aviva family to yours we wish you a 
very happy Holiday Season and a joyful New Year!

Sarasota’s Only Rental Senior Campus Offering All Levels 
of Living: Independent & Assisted Living, Memory Care, 

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation
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ADL Audit: Florida sees dramatic increase 
in anti-Semitic vandalism
Boca Raton, Florida, Novem-

ber 2, 2017 … According to 
the Anti-Defamation League’s 

(ADL) annual Audit of Anti-Semitic 
Incidents released today, there were 
69 verifi ed incidents of anti-Semitism 
in Florida in the fi rst three quarters 
of 2017. While this trend marks a de-
crease of incidents in comparison to 
the 85 verifi ed incidents in the fi rst 
three quarters of 2016, the fi nding that 
there has been a 200% increase in anti-
Semitic vandalism should be cause for 
concern. 

Nationally, anti-Semitic incidents 
rose to 1,299 – a 67% increase from the 
same time period in 2016. In addition 
to the signifi cant bump in the fi rst quar-
ter of the year, there was also a notable 
increase after the “Unite the Right” 
rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, in Au-
gust. From January through September 
30, according to ADL, there were:

 � 702 incidents of harassment, in-
cluding 162 bomb threats against 
Jewish institutions

 � 585 incidents of vandalism, includ-
ing 52 against Jewish institutions

 � 12 physical assaults
“We are seeing a disturbing es-

calation, where anti-Semitic rhetoric 
and expressions have progressed into 
acts of vandalism, as highlighted in 
the audit’s fi ndings. This is a sobering 
reminder that we must be vigilant in 
educating and speaking out in the face 
of hate,” said Sheri Zvi, ADL Florida 
Regional Director. 

Florida continues to be among the 
top states reporting incidents of anti-
Semitism, with New York, California 
and Massachusetts reporting higher 
incidents. The ADL Audit comprises 
criminal and non-criminal incidents re-
ported to the ADL Florida offi  ce and law 
enforcement, including incidents of van-
dalism, assault and harassment targeting 
Jewish individuals and institutions. 

The counties with the highest num-
ber of reported incidents were Miami-

Dade with 17, Palm Beach with 16, and 
Orange with 9. In total, incidents were 
reported in 16 of Florida’s 67 counties. 

A signifi cantly disturbing trend has 
been an increase in the use of swastikas 
and Holocaust-related imagery and ref-
erences in anti-Semitic vandalism and 
harassment. 
Anti-Semitic Vandalism
The following is a list of selected in-
stances of anti-Semitic vandalism in 
the fi rst three quarters 2017: 

 � Escambia County: Swastikas and 
racist graffi  ti, including ‘14-88,’ 
were spray-painted on homes and 
cars. 14 refers to one of the most 
widely-used white supremacist 
slogans, ‘The 14 Words: “We must 
secure the existence of our people 
and a future for white children.” As 
‘H’ is the 8th letter of the alphabet, 
88 is used by white supremacists to 
refer to the phrase ‘Heil Hitler’. 

 � Boca Raton: An individual awoke 
to fi nd a swastika painted on his ga-
rage door, allegedly by a neighbor. 

 � Southern Palm Beach County: A 
synagogue was vandalized with 
fecal matter.

 � Clearwater area: Swastika graffi  ti 
and the words ‘Sieg Heil’ and ‘Ju-
den’ were drawn in front of three 
synagogues and a church. 

 � Boca Raton: Parents became ex-
tremely concerned as images of 
swastikas etched into the door of a 
school bathroom stall at Omni Mid-
dle School went viral online. Im-
mediately, ADL reached out to the 
school to avail them of our resourc-
es. The school district mandated 
that all students (1,400) participate 
in an ADL-led conversation about 
identity-based bias and the anti-
Semitic history of the swastika. 

 � Daytona Beach: The mezuzah (a 
decorative case with a parchment 
containing a Biblical verse, which 
Jews place on their doorposts) of 
a college student was vandalized. 

Harassment, Threats and Events
The ADL Audit recorded 50 cases of 
anti-Semitic harassment in Florida in 
the fi rst three quarters of 2017. 

Incidents included verbal attacks 
and slurs against Jewish individuals (or 
individuals perceived to be Jewish); 
anti-Semitism conveyed in written or 
electronic communications, including 
anti-Semitic cyberbullying; and anti-
Semitic speeches, picketing or events. 
Of particular note was the prevalence 
of the use of the swastika symbol in a 
signifi cant number of harassment cases. 

Florida Jewish institutions re-
ceived 21 bomb threats this year. As 
the arrests that have been made in these 
bomb threats reveal, many anti-Semitic 
incidents were not carried out by orga-
nized extremists. 

The following is a list of selected 
instances of anti-Semitic harassment, 
threats and events in the fi rst three 
quarters of 2017: 

 � Miami-Dade County: For Valen-
tine’s Day, a student disseminated 
Valentine’s Day cards with the 
phrase ‘Would Jew Be Mein?’ and 
an image of Adolf Hitler. 

 � Southern Palm Beach County: A 
Jewish institution received several 
faxes with anti-Semitic compo-
nents, including one that read “…
we gonna purge the Jews 1488.” 

 � Pinellas County: A Jewish student 
was subjected to having pennies 
thrown at him, and was belittled 
with Holocaust jokes. Holocaust-
themed memes were also dissemi-
nated at the school. Additionally, 
a classmate drew a swastika and 
a number, similar to those which 
were tattooed by Nazis on concen-
tration camp prisoners, on the stu-
dent’s arm.

 � Broward County: A business was 
given an online review as a ‘Jew-
run business.’ 

 � South Florida: A synagogue re-
ceived an online check-in on a 

social media application with a 
one-word comment – ‘Jihat.’ Af-
ter a thorough investigation, it was 
determined that the off ender was 
overseas and not a security threat. 

 � Leon County: A Jewish student 
was bullied with anti-Semitic and 
Holocaust-related jokes and taunts. 

 � Palm Beach County: An employee 
of a Holocaust-related organiza-
tion received a phone call, with 
the caller saying, “Those Jews de-
served it.”

Anti-Semitic Assaults
Two anti-Semitic assaults occurred in 
Florida in 2017, up from a single as-
sault in the previous year. 

Selected incident:
 � Palm Beach: A man from Jupiter, 

claiming to be ‘German royalty,’ 
pushed a woman and made anti-
Semitic remarks, including, “You 
Jews and blacks should just get 
over Hitler.”

About the ADL Audit
The ADL Audit includes both criminal 
and non-criminal acts of harassment 
and intimidation, including distribu-
tion of hate propaganda, threats and 
slurs. Compiled using information pro-
vided by victims, law enforcement and 
community leaders, and evaluated by 
ADL’s professional staff , the Audit pro-
vides a regular snapshot of one specifi c 
aspect of a nationwide problem while 
identifying possible trends or changes 
in the types of activity reported. This 
information assists ADL in developing 
and enhancing its programs to counter 
and prevent the spread of anti-Semi-
tism and other forms of bigotry.

The Anti-Defamation League, 
founded in 1913, is the world’s leading 
organization fi ghting anti-Semitism 
through programs and services that 
counteract hatred, prejudice and bigot-
ry. Follow us on Twitter: @ADL_Flor-
ida and Facebook at www.facebook.
com/ADL.Florida.

Educators should provide opportunities for students to resolve conflicts, discuss 
problems, work in diverse teams, and think critically. In the end, interactive 
and engaging teaching strategies may ensure that this difficult topic is not 
avoided by students, but rather becomes an issue in which some of them may 
even develop a deeper and long-lasting interest. 
– Yad Vashem, Anti-Semitism guidelines

jfedsrq.org

26% of the global population harbor anti-Semitic feelings and beliefs

35% have never heard of the Holocaust and 26% of those who have, 
believe the “number of Jews killed” has been “greatly exagerated”

74% of those surveyed have never met a Jewish person and 54% said 
they were “unconcerned” about violence directed towards Jews
–ADL Global 100 Anti-Semitism Index

The Robert and Esther Heller Community 
Relations Committee takes a firm stand 
against anti-Semitism in all its forms. We 
will use community resources and influence 
to combat what we believe is a rise in anti-
Semitism and anti-Zionist sentiments, 
which often result in aggressive acts and 
rhetoric against Jews. Through education, 
advocacy, and building relationships with 
the greater community of which we are a 
part, together we can combat hatred, bigotry,  
and harassment of Jews and other minorities.  

STAY INFORMED TO FIGHT
ANTI-SEMITISM DAILY

Did You Know?

The Jewish News is a monthly nonpro� t newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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6:00 PM
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Stars of David
By Nate Bloom, Contributing Columnist
Editor’s note: Persons in BOLD CAPS are deemed by Nate Bloom to be Jewish 
for the purpose of the column. Persons identifi ed as Jewish have at least one Jew-
ish parent and were not raised in a faith other than Judaism – and don’t identify 
with a faith other than Judaism as an adult. Converts to Judaism, of course, are 
also identifi ed as Jewish.

Nate Bloom (see column at le� ) has become a family history expert in 10 
years of doing his celebrity column, and he has expert friends who can help 
when called on. Most family history experts charge $1,000 or more to do a 
full family-tree search. However, Bloom knows that most people want to start 
with a limited search of one family line.

So here’s the deal:
Write Bloom at nteibloom@aol.com and enclose a phone number. 
Nate will then contact you about starting a limited search. If that 
goes well, additional and more extensive searches are possible. 
The � rst search fee is no more than $100. No upfront cost. Also, 
several of this newspaper’s readers have asked Bloom to locate 
friends and family members from their past, and that’s worked out 
great for them. So contact him about this as well.

Interested in Your 
Family’s History?

Holiday Movies
Here are movies opening from Thanks-
giving through the New Year with a 
“biggish” Jewish connection. Open-
ing Wednesday, November 22 was the 
animated fi lm Coco from Disney/Pixar 
studios. Capsule plot: Twelve-year-old 
Miguel dreams of becoming an accom-
plished musician like his idol, deceased 
musician Ernesto de la Cruz. However, 
his family has a generations-old ban on 
music. He ignores this and journeys to 
the Land of the Dead where he meets 
Hector, a charming “trickster,” and 
together they unlock the real story be-
hind Miguel’s family history. 

The voices of the characters are 
all provided by Hispanic actors. LEE 
UNKRICH, 50, directed the fi lm and 
co-wrote the story that is the basis for 
the fl ick’s screenplay. Unkrich won the 
Oscar for best animated fi lm in 2011 
(Toy Story 3, which he produced and di-
rected). He has co-directed many other 
Pixar hits. Lee and his wife, LAURA, 
are members of a San Francisco-area 
synagogue. 

Molly’s Game, directed and written 
by AARON SORKIN, 56, is based on 
the real experiences of Molly Bloom, 
now 39. When she was 26, she be-
came the target of an FBI investiga-
tion because she ran an underground 
poker empire for Hollywood celebs, 
pro athletes and the Russian mob. 
Bloom, who is the daughter of a Jew-
ish father and a non-Jewish mother, is 
played by Jessica Chastain. Her father, 
played by Kevin Costner, is a major 
character in the fi lm. I know Molly’s 
brother, Jeremy Bloom, a top snow 
skier and former NFL player, identifi es 

as a Christian. Not sure about Molly. 
(Opened Wednesday, November 22)

The Current War tells the story 
of the battle between Thomas Edison 
and George Westinghouse as to whose 
system will be chosen to provide elec-
tricity to homes and businesses in the 
late 1880s. Sounds dry, but this was a 
battle royale, with some really weird 
twists. Michael Shannon plays Edi-
son and Benedict Cumberbatch plays 
Westinghouse. The original screenplay 
is by MICHAEL MITNICK, 34, the 
author of several hit regional theater 
plays. (Opened Friday, November 24)

The Disaster Artist depicts the 
meeting and early friendship of Greg 
Sestero and Tommy Wiseau, the ac-
tors behind the 2003 cult fi lm The 
Room, often hailed as the Citizen Kane
of bad movies; the troubled making 
of it; and their respective careers af-
ter the surprising success of the fi lm. 
JAMES FRANCO, 39, directed Artist
and plays Wiseau. His brother, DAVE 
FRANCO, 32, plays Sestero. Ap-
pearing in major supporting roles are 
SETH ROGEN, 35, ALISON BRIE, 
34 (Dave Franco’s wife), and ARI 
GRAYNOR, 34 (I’m Dying up Here
on HBO). (Opens Friday, December 1)

Director/writer JASON MOSHE, 
40, loves Westerns, although many say 
it’s a dying genre. His 2013 fi lm, Dead 
Man’s Burden, is one of the very few 
good original Westerns made in this 
century. His new fi lm, The Ballad of 
Lefty Brown, also a Western, opens Fri-
day, December 15. Capsule plot: When 
famed frontier lawman Eddie Johnson 
(Peter Fonda) is unexpectedly killed, 
his longtime sidekick and friend Lefty 

Brown (the late Bill Pullman) will stop 
at nothing to avenge Johnson’s death. 

Also opening on the 15th is Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi. As you guessed, the 
Skywalker saga continues as the heroes 
of The Force Awakens (2016) return for 
an epic adventure. The late CARRIE 
FISHER (Princess Laia) makes her fi -
nal screen appearance in this fi lm.

Father Figures focuses on frater-
nal twin brothers (Owen Wilson, Ed 
Helms) whose eccentric mother (Glenn 
Close) raised them to believe their fa-
ther died when they were young. When 
they discover this is a lie, they set out 
to fi nd their father and, along the way, 
they learn a lot about their mother, too. 
The supporting cast includes Oscar-
nominee JUNE SQUIBB, 87, and 
HARRY SHEARER, 73. This fi lm 
marks the directing debut of LAW-
RENCE SHER, 47. He’s long been 
one of the best comedy fi lm cinema-

tographers around. (Opens Friday, De-
cember 22)

The Post is an historical drama 
about the role of the Washington Post
newspaper in the publication of the 
Pentagon Papers in 1971. The papers 
were secret government reports on the 
Vietnam War. Meryl Streep stars as 
Katharine Graham, the publisher of the 
Post (Graham’s father was Jewish, but 
she was raised in her mother’s Chris-
tian faith). Tom Hanks plays Post chief 
editor Ben Bradlee. Appearing in big 
supporting roles are ALISON BRIE
as Lally, Graham’s journalist daughter, 
and DAVID CROSS, 53, as top Post
reporter Phil Gayelin. The fi lm was di-
rected by STEVEN SPIELBERG, 70, 
and co-written by JOSH SINGER, 44 
(co-winner of the screenplay Oscar for 
Spotlight). (Opens in limited release on 
Friday, December 22; wide release on 
Friday, January 12). 

DECEMBER IS A TIME FOR FAMILY, FRIENDS AND LOTS OF CELEBRATION! 
At Aviva we want to be more than just a member of your community, we want 
you to be part of our family. Join us as we celebrate Hanukah as a community 
while sharing in the traditions and customs you have grown to love. Family at 
Aviva is made up of more than just our community, our families, the families of 
our residents and our greater Sarasota Jewish community all come together to 
form our little Mispucha. Our community is celebrating, all that’s missing is you!

1951 N. Honore Ave. | Sarasota, FL 34235 
941.225.8369 | AvivaSeniorLife.org

MISPUCHA!

Assisted Living Facility #8951  |  Skilled Nursing Facility #130471046

From our Aviva family to yours we wish you a 
very happy Holiday Season and a joyful New Year!

Sarasota’s Only Rental Senior Campus Offering All Levels 
of Living: Independent & Assisted Living, Memory Care, 

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

REVISED----MISPUCHA AD - AVIVA - 8.5X11-DEC 17.indd   1 10/25/17   9:35 PM

Your New
Best Friend
is Waiting!

We are open:
Weekdays 11-7
Weekends 11-5

2542 17th St
Sarasota, FL 34234

941-366-2404 
www.catdepot.org
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Har ha-Bayit – 
The Temple Mount
By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

Editor: Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com                   Solution on page 26A

Jerusalem Post Crossword Puzzle
“On A Diet” By: Yoni Glatt      Diffi  culty Level: Easy

Across
1. Clark in Selznick’s “Gone With the 
    Wind”
6. Kind of collar
10. The skinny
14. J.J. Abrams TV hit before “Lost”
15. Campus military org.
16. “America” singer Diamond
17. Miami locale where a lot of Jews 
      go on vacation in January
19. Tennis player Dudi
20. Fringe benefi t
21. Protectors of Isr.
22. ___ zarah (idol worship)
24. “Yikes!”
26. Fictional Reaper
27. One might happen before Passover?
33. Sacrifi cial animal

34. Added Jewish month
35. “Aladdin” parrot voiced by Gilbert 
      Gottfried
37. Belonging to the fi rst man
39. Impersonated
40. Malha and Azrieli Center, e.g.
41. Lima has its largest Jewish 
      community
42. Earn a blessing?
44. Brillo rival
45. Some Israeli water?
48. Hélène considered the “French 
      Anne Frank”
49. “You betcha”
50. “King Solomon’s Mines” expedition
53. “I’m ___ pay phone trying to call 
      home” (Maroon 5)
55. Smoggy

59. Radiate (like light from the face of 
      Moses)
60. One who would not eat the meat 
      of the Passover sacrifi ce
63. “Holy cow!”
64. Like the numbers 18 and 36
65. Matt Damon’s action franchise 
      character
66. Paul Rudd’s tiny friends in the 
      Marvel Universe
67. Danny Tanner and Phil Dunphy, 
      on TV
68. Genesis, e.g.
Down
1. Sound astonished
2. Ahava ingredient
3. ___ Chametz (burning)
4. Chanukah food
5. It’s a fl ame
6. Savage of “The Wonder Years”
7. Challah unit
8. Like Seinfeld’s “yada yada yada”: 
    Abbr
9. Parshat ___ Mot
10. It keeps you up
11. Food or shelter, e.g.
12. Reebok or Naot alternative
13. Kind of korban
18. Rode around HaYarkon Park

23. Routing word
25. Ben Gurion data, briefl y
26. Hang ___
27. Connection device
28. In the know
29. Famously funny Gilda
30. A boy getting his bris, e.g.
31. Chip dip
32. Ehud killed him
33. Skull___ (kepah)
36. C.I.A. predecessor
38. “Dirty” Dead Sea treatments
40. Burger Ranch listing
42. Worked hard at
43. Ahmed who owns American 
      Pharoah
46. Suffi  x with cash, cloth or hotel
47. Late writer Nora
50. Genesis creator?
51. ___-Ra (Egyptian god)
52. “Weapon” of Yuri Foreman or 
      Floyd Mayweather
53. Got gray
54. Some Shekel coins
56. Puts on YES or NBC
57. Actor Billy of “Titanic”
58. An Israeli online news source
61. Actress Green of “Casino Royale”
62. Blood-typing system

ARTS + ENTERTAINMENTYour source

Classes are held on the Campus of The Jewish Federation, 580 McIntosh Rd. in Sarasota.   
To register or seek more information, please contact Marden Paru, Dean and Rosh Yeshiva  
at 941.379.5655 or marden.paru@gmail.com. Please make checks payable to the Sarasota 
Liberal Yeshiva and mail to Marden Paru, 5445 Pamela Wood Way #160, Sarasota, FL 34233.

PRESENTS DECEMBER 2017 COURSES

Classes are held on the Campus of The Jewish Federation, 580 McIntosh Rd. in Sarasota.  

Inquire about multi-course discounts. Scholarships are also available.

saraso
ta LIBERAL  YESHIVA

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS: The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva admits 
students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities 
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and other school-administered programs.

The Sarasota Liberal Yeshiva is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
agency. It is funded, in part, by a grant from  
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.

THE 60 MOST INFLUENTIAL JEWS
MONDAYS 3:30 PM – 4:45 PM Starting December 4 (Eight weeks)

How many influential Jews can you name, if asked? What 
are the criteria used for identifying the most significant 
individuals who have contributed so greatly to the Jewish 
enterprise and the world at-large over the last three and a half 
millennia? This course is designed to discuss achievement 
and recognition of outstanding Jewish individuals, who, for 
many in their day, might have been nominated for a Nobel 

Prize. It will be challenging to those who participate, as each student will 
have a chance to defend one or more of the candidates we have identified and 
perhaps revise the list. Instructor: Marden Paru; fee $60.  

OUR JEWISH YEAR
(This course is based on the popular new book by Abigail Pogrebin “My Jewish Year”)

TUESDAYS 10:30 AM Starting December 5 (Eight weeks)  
Take a journey with us through the entire Jewish calendar year as the noted 
author and columnist, Abigail  Pogrebin did in her new book. My Jewish 
Year  will be used as our text and guide with many ancillary embellishments.  
The goal is to explore the rhythm and purposes of every holiday including 
festivals, high holidays, fasts and latter year commemorations. Why do we 
have so many special days? And how do they relate to each other? What 
are the emotions they invoke and what is their relevance and meaning 
in today’s world? This is a clever way to catch up for those who don’t 
know. Copies of “My Jewish Year” are available at the Yeshiva for $15.  
Instructor: Marden Paru; fee $60.

IS IT GOOD FOR THE JEWS?
(A History of Jewish Involvement in American Politics  

from the Founding Fathers to the Present)
FRIDAYS 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM December 8 (Eight weeks)

Since the time of the Founding Fathers, Jews have played a key role in the 
politics of our country. A high-profile member of George Washington’s 
Cabinet is believed to have been half-Jewish. Today, Jews occupy seats on the 
US Supreme Court, in Congress and in Presidential Cabinets far beyond their 
numbers in the US population. Join us for an in-depth discussion about the 
significant role that Jews have played in the political history of our nation and 
learn about the many Jews who have served as major players in American 
politics and how the Jewish experience in European politics has influenced 
Jewish political behavior. A guiding principle for Jews when viewing political 
decisions has been: “Is It Good for the Jews?” Instructor: Al Treidel; fee $60.
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Har ha-Bayit – 
The Temple Mount

K’zohar Ha-Ivrit

By Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin

Dr. Rachel Dulin

This month we celebrate Hanuk-
kah, the holiday of lights. It is in 
honor of Hanukkah that I wish 

to discuss the centrality of Har ha-
Bayit, literally “The Temple Mount,” 
in Jewish tradition. 

For Jews, Har ha-Bayit represents 
the core of the Jewish faith and Jew-

ish nationalism. 
The history con-
necting the Jew-
ish people to 
Har ha-Bayit is 
over 3,000 years 
long. Here, on 
this mount, Abra-
ham’s faith was 
tested (Gen 22:2). 
Here, (circa 960 

BCE), King Solomon built the First 
Temple (II Chr. 3:1). Here, the Temple 
stood for over 400 years until it was de-
stroyed by the Babylonians in the year 
587 BCE. It was here, on the same spot, 
that the Second Temple was erected (II 
Chr. 36:23) with the help of Cyrus the 
Persian king (515 BCE). It stood here 
until the year 70 CE when the Romans 
destroyed it in their attempt to annihi-
late the Jewish nation. Nevertheless, 
there was always a Jewish presence 
in Land of Israel and Har ha-Bayit re-
mained an integral part of Jewish lore, 
prayers and hope for national revival in 
their eternal capital, Yerushalayim. 

The name Har ha-Bayit for the 
Mount where the Temple stood ap-
pears only twice in the Bible. However, 
the Mount was known by many other 
names which indicate its holiness. For 
example, the Mount is known as Har 
ha-Mo-ri-yah (II Crn. 3:1), Har ha-
Kodesh (Zech 8:3), Har Bait Adonai (II 
Chr. 33:15), Har Tziyon (Isa 29:8) and 
more. The word har, which appears in 
all the names cited, means ‘mountain” 

or “mount.” Ba-yit, on the other hand, 
has a variety of meanings. Ba-yit means 
“house” or “home.” Ba-yit also means 
“family” (Ex1:1), “tribe” or “nation” 
(Hos 1:7). In addition, bayit means 
“container” (Ex 26:29) or “compart-
ment” (Menachot 34) and even “school 
of thought” (B’rakhot 1:3). In our case, 
the meaning of bayit is “house,” and 
since the defi nite article ha is attached 
in front, it implies a specifi c house, 
namely The House, thereby the Temple 
or The House of the Lord. Har ha-
Bayit then, is the Hebrew name for The 
Temple Mount. 

Rabbinic tradition teaches that 
here at Har ha-Bayit, on the spot called 
Even ha-sh’ti-yah, literally “the foun-
dation stone,” the creation of the uni-
verse began (Yoma 54b). Moreover, 
biblical and rabbinic traditions cite the 
purchase of the Temple site by King 
David as the uncontested Jewish right 
to Har ha-Bayit (Sam 24:18-23; Gen. 
Raba 79:9). This tradition, plus the 
prophetic words of Ezekiel (40-44) 
and the daily prayers throughout the 
generations, perpetuated the faith of re-
building the Temple anew on Har ha-
Bayit. In 1967, when Israel conquered 
Yerushalayim from the Jordanians, Har 
ha-Bayit returned to Jewish hands al-
beit administered by the Muslim Waqf 
as a political gesture for peace.

And now, as we light the Hanuk-
kah menorah, may it shine brightly to 
remind all of us that the Maccabean 
fi ght for religious freedom was not for-
gotten, and that Har ha-Bayit remains 
to this day a symbol of national surviv-
al and religious freedom.
Dr. Rachel Zohar Dulin is a professor 
of biblical literature at Spertus College 
in Chicago, and an adjunct professor 
of Hebrew and Bible at New College 
in Sarasota.

Your Skin.
Your Health. 
Our Expertise.

Cosmetic and Clinical Dermatology | Skin Cancer Surgery
Injectables and Dermal Fillers | Skincare Products 

5911 N. Honore Ave., Ste. 210 • Sarasota, FL 34243 • 941.308.7546

Compassionate, Comprehensive Skin Care. 

At SkinSmart Dermatology, we care about 
the health of your skin as much as you do. 

Under the direction of nationally acclaimed cosmetic 
and medical dermatologist Dr. Elizabeth Callahan, 
our experienced, passionate team of certified 
professionals is dedicated to delivering the highest 
quality of care and the personal attention you deserve. 

Healthy, beautiful skin begins at SkinSmart. 
Contact us today.

SarasotaDermatologist.com

 

For more information on                
upcoming events and Temple    

Sinai, visit SinaiSRQ.org 

 

4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd. Sarasota, FL 34231 (Enter off of Proctor Rd. Only) 
941.924.1802 

www.SinaiSRQ.org 
    Office@templesinai-sarasota.org 

 

 

 A congregational family 
that welcomes new-
comers with a smile, 
open arms and open 
hearts.  

 A spiritual home for 
those searching to find 
21st century meaning 
in an ancient tradition. 

 

 Temple Sinai Welcomes You And 
Your Family To A Warm Friendly 

Congregation! 

 Where relationships develop 
and friendships follow. 

 A participatory worship      
experience, created by our 
Rabbi and Chazzan, which 
blends uplifting Jewish music 
and contemporary liturgy. 

 Where passionate discourse 
and action mix with laughter 
and warmth. 

23. Routing word
25. Ben Gurion data, briefl y
26. Hang ___
27. Connection device
28. In the know
29. Famously funny Gilda
30. A boy getting his bris, e.g.
31. Chip dip
32. Ehud killed him
33. Skull___ (kepah)
36. C.I.A. predecessor
38. “Dirty” Dead Sea treatments
40. Burger Ranch listing
42. Worked hard at
43. Ahmed who owns American 
      Pharoah
46. Suffi  x with cash, cloth or hotel
47. Late writer Nora
50. Genesis creator?
51. ___-Ra (Egyptian god)
52. “Weapon” of Yuri Foreman or 
      Floyd Mayweather
53. Got gray
54. Some Shekel coins
56. Puts on YES or NBC
57. Actor Billy of “Titanic”
58. An Israeli online news source
61. Actress Green of “Casino Royale”
62. Blood-typing system

An opportunity for singles and 
couples to meet new and old friends. 

(Ages 50 and over are welcome)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 
6:00 pm

 
1289 North Palm Ave., Sarasota

For more info contact Debbie Sanford 
941.706.0033 or dsanford@jfedsrq.org

RSVP to jfedsrq.org/events

jfedsrq.org   941.371.4546

1289 North Palm Ave., Sarasota1289 North Palm Ave., Sarasota

HANUKKAH  
PARTY
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The Selection
of in 

town

Best
Seafood

Sarasota Locations
Downtown

1526 Main street
(941) 365-6800

Featuring an extensive offering of  

WI NE SPECTATOR 
Award-Winning Wines

North Trail
5050 N Tamiami trail

(941) 355-7700
featuring our 

Famous Prime Rib!
(Friday & Saturday)

2

BarnacleBillsSeafood .com

Feast on an extensive offering of non-seafood items also!

12 Species of  Fresh Finfish Daily!

LUNCH  •  DINNER  •  FULL BAR
And Private Parties Too!

More Than 150 Fresh Reasons To Enjoy Us...
Our Menu!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 

Fridays, 6:30 pm 
Saturdays, 9:00 am 

 

Shabbat Shaboom 
(for our children) 

Saturdays, 10:30 am -12:00 pm 
 

Shabbat Shmooze 
(join us for great discussions after Kiddush) 
Saturdays, approximately 12:45 pm 

Mondays, CLOSED 
Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00 am -5:00 pm 

Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

OFFICE HOURS 

IDELSON LIBRARY 

Open Wednesday & Thursday  
from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Friday- by appointment only 
 

For special appointments, please           
contact Hannah Puckhaber at                  

941-552-2785 / tbsjudaicashop@gmail.com 
Let us help with your Judaic needs! 

JUDAICA SHOP HOURS 

The Idelson Library & Alcove are open 
anytime the TBS office is open. 

You can use the self check-out for books 
& DVDs.  Please return your items to 

book drop cart in the lobby. 

MAH JONGG 
Every Tuesday, 12:00-3:00 pm in the 
Multi-Purpose Room. Healthy snacks 

provided. Donation: $2 for TBS  
members & $3 for non-members 

December 

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM 
1050 South Tuttle Avenue                 
Sarasota, FL 34237   
(941) 955-8121 

MINYAN 
Morning Minyan 

Sunday-Friday 8:00- 9:00 am 
Men’s Club Minyan  Breakfast 

Wednesday 9:00 am 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
◦A Cup of Joe and the Five Books 
of Mo: Tuesdays, Dec 5, 12, 19  
From 9:15 am-10:15 am 
◦Yiddish Reading Circle: Tuesday, 
Dec 12,  1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
◦Chug Ivri (Advanced Hebrew Circle): 
every Thursday, 10:30 am- 12:00 pm 
◦Lunch & Learn: 
w/ Al Treidel begins January 4,  
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm            

IDELSON LIBRARY BOOK REVIEW 
Join us WEDNESDAY, December 6,  

1:15 pm, as Dr. Earl Prohofsky reviews 
Einstein: The Life of a Genius, by  

Walter Isaacson. Free & open to the public. 
Refreshments  are provided. 

IDELSON LIBRARY  
FILM MATINEE SERIES 

Join us Thursday, December 21 
1:15 pm - 3:30 pm for the film 

Inside Hana’s Suitcase,  
a true-life mystery.  

Refreshments are provided. 

YOUTH GROUPS 
Kadima & Chalutzim  

Movie Night at TBS - Sunday,  
December 3, 6:30 pm– 8:30 pm 

USY Latke Cook-off  
December 15 at 4:30 pm 

SAVE THE DATE in 2018 
Motown Review- Saturday, January 13, 7 pm– Food, Drinks, & Music from the Motown Era 
 

Freund Scholar-in-Residence Weekend– Friday, February 9, Dinner & Shabbat Services; 
Saturday, February 10, Shabbat Services & Kiddush Luncheon 

Temple Beth Sholom 
wishes each of you a 

Happy 2018! 

SISTERHOOD’S TORAH FUND  
DAY OF STUDY & BRUNCH 

December 10 
Honoring Dr. Randi Brodsky, as this 

year’s Light of Torah. Discussion led by  
Rabbi Jennifer Singer. 
Registration 10:30 am 

Brunch & Study 11:00 am  
$40 Couvert  

SHABBAT SERVICES 

Chanukah Celebration! 
Join TBS on Friday, December 15 

Shabbat Services 6:00 pm 
Chanukah Shabbat Dinner 7:00 pm 

*latke judging at the  
Chanukah Celebration Dinner!* 

Call (941)955-8121 for reservations &  
information! 

Israeli, Arab, European fi remen share cross-border drill

By Abigail Klein Leichman, ISRAEL21c, www.israel21c.org, October 19, 2017

Firefi ghting and search-and-rescue teams from Jordan, Israel, Palestinian Authority, 
Italy, France and Spain had a joint disaster exercise in Israel.

As forest fi res and other ma-
jor catastrophes engulf many 
parts of the world with greater 

frequency, the European Commission 
and the Israeli government organized 
an international exercise in Israel this 
week for fi refi ghters from Jordan, Is-
rael, the Palestinian Authority, Italy, 
France and Spain.

“In recent years, we have wit-
nessed large-scale disasters take the 
lives of tens of thousands of victims, 
such as earthquakes, fl oods, fi res and 
incidents involving hazardous materi-
als. These are disasters that countries 

cannot always deal with on their own, 
and for which they need assistance,” 
said Israeli Fire Commissioner Lt. 
Gen. Dedi Simhi.

The exercise scenario – a large for-
est fi re that spread across borders – in-

cluded the controlled setting of small 
fi res in two Negev forests, one north-
east of Beersheva and the other south-
east of Kiryat Gat.

The Israeli contingent included 
representatives of the Foreign and 
Public Security ministries, the Israel 
Police, the Firefi ghting and Rescue Au-
thority, Magen David Adom, the Home 
Front Command, the National Security 
Agency and Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael-
Jewish National Fund.

Months of planning sessions pre-
ceded the Middle East Forest Fires 
drill. There were lots of logistics to 

coordinate as fi refi ght-
ing planes from Jordan, 
France, Italy and Spain 
also were sent to Israel 
for the simulation.

While Israeli fi re-
fi ghters have worked 
with counterparts from 
the Palestinian Author-
ity and several Medi-
terranean countries in 
the past, it was the fi rst 
time all of these coun-

tries came together for a joint exer-
cise. The content of the sessions had 
to be translated into several languages 
though English was the dominant lan-
guage.

Separately, at an army base in 

southern Israel, search-
and-rescue teams from 
the Israel Defense 
Forces, Palestinian 
Authority, Jordan and 
Spain practiced how to 
respond cooperatively 
to a simulated massive 
earthquake that trapped 
“victims” underneath 
the rubble of a col-
lapsed building con-
structed for the exercise 
by soldiers on the base.

The joint exercise ended with a 
ceremony for all participants before 
they departed back to their home coun-
tries.

At the ceremony, Simhi said that 
since its inception in 1948, the State of 
Israel has been guided by the Talmudic 

axiom, “One who saves a single life is 
as if he has saved the entire world.”

“We sent rescue forces from the 
Home Front Command to assist during 
earthquakes in Turkey, Nepal, Haiti 
and, most recently, Mexico. Our aerial 
fi refi ghting unit provided assistance 
last year to Cyprus, and this year to 
Montenegro and Macedonia,” Simhi 
said.

“And we, too, needed assistance 
in two recent events. Last November, 

during an unprecedented number of 
fi res, we requested and received assis-
tance from our Palestinian and Egyp-
tian neighbors, from Cyprus and from 
many other countries. And such was 
the case during the Mount Carmel fi re 
in 2010.

“Therefore, there 
is great operational im-
portance to an exercise 
involving international 
cooperation, so that in 
the event of an emer-
gency, we will be fa-
miliar with one another 
and know how to work 
in collaboration,” he 
continued.

“I also believe that a personal re-
lationship between commanders from 
diff erent countries can be of great val-
ue during a large-scale disaster.”
Abigail Klein Leichman is a writer and 
associate editor at ISRAEL21c. Prior 
to moving to Israel in 2007, she was 
a specialty writer and copy editor at 
a major daily newspaper in New Jer-
sey and has freelanced for a variety 
of newspapers and periodicals since 
1984.

WORK ON ISRAEL-
CYPRUS-GREECE 
ELECTRICITY LINK 
TO START IN 2018 
Nasos Ktorides, who heads the Euro-
Asia Interconnector project, said re-
cently in Nicosia, Cyprus, that work 
on an electric cable linking the power 
grids of Israel, Cyprus and Greece is 
on track to start in the fi rst quarter of 
2018.

The 1,520-km. (945-mile) under-
sea electric cable with a 2,000-mega-
watt capacity will be able to both 
receive and transmit electricity.

Work on the cable is expected to 
last until 2022. (Washington Post)

WOMEN RUNNING BANKS 
IS THE NORM IN ISRAEL
Three of Israel’s leading banks are cur-
rently led by women, myself included.

At Bank Leumi – which I have had 
the privilege to lead for the past fi ve 
years – more than 40% of the top man-
agement are women.

This is in addition to the governor 
of the Bank of Israel, the supervisor of 
banks, and the director of the capital 
markets, insurance and savings author-
ity – all of whom are women.

We, as a country, have been for-
tunate to bear witness to a string of 
powerful women who infl uenced this 
nascent society in its early days.

Women were encouraged to be-
come political leaders, farmers, found-
ers of kibbutzim and rural and urban 
communities, cultural and literary 
luminaries, and managers within the 
budding national economy.

Israeli culture encourages women 
to shake off  old notions of passivity 
and obedience and to engage as equals 
with men academically, professionally 
and in the military. (Rakefet Russak-
Aminoach, American Banker)

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER 
REJECTS CALL TO 
APOLOGIZE FOR 
BALFOUR DECLARATION
Prime Minister Theresa May addressed 
a dinner in London on Thursday, No-
vember 2 to mark the centenary of the 
Balfour Declaration.

 � In 1917, “with Britain still em-
broiled in the midst of the First 
World War, the idea of establish-
ing a homeland for the Jewish 
people would have seemed a dis-
tant dream... Yet it was at this very 
moment that Lord Balfour had the 
vision and the leadership to make 
this profound statement about re-
storing a persecuted people to a 
safe and secure homeland.” 

 � “When some people suggest we 
should apologize for this letter, I 
say absolutely not. We are proud 
of our pioneering role in the cre-
ation of the State of Israel. We are 
proud to stand here today together 
with Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and declare our support for Israel. 
And we are proud of the relation-
ship we have built with Israel.” 

 � “It is only when you witness Is-
rael’s vulnerability that you truly 
understand the constant danger Is-
raelis face – as I saw on my visit in 
2014, when the bodies of the mur-
dered teenagers Naftali Frenkel, 
Gilad Shaer and Eyal Yifrah were 
discovered. So I am clear that we 
will always support Israel’s right to 
defend itself.” 

 � “As we work together toward Bal-
four’s vision of a peaceful co-ex-
istence, we must be equally clear 
that there can never be any ex-
cuses for boycotts, divestment or 
sanctions: they are unacceptable 
and this government will have no 
truck with those who subscribe to 
them.” 

 � “Neither can there ever be any 

Firefi ghters participate in a joint Middle East Forest Fires drill in Israel 
(photo courtesy of Israel Firefi ghting and Rescue Authority)

Firefi ghting vehicles from participating countries came to Israel 
for the joint forest fi re drill (photo by Omer Shapira)

A fi refi ghting plane from Italy participates in the joint forest fi re drill 
(photo courtesy of Israel Firefi ghting and Rescue Authority)
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continued on next page 

At Magen David Adom, we’re often saving  
lives before our ambulances even arrive.

At Magen David Adom, Israel’s national EMS service, help begins the moment the phone is answered. Because EMTs handle 
the calls, they can provide lifesaving instructions while dispatching ambulances and first-responders on Medicycles. And 
now, with 15,000 CPR-certified civilian Life Guardians joining our team, help can be just seconds away. 

As we celebrate Chanukah, please give the gift of life, and make your year-end tax-deductible 
donation today.

www.afmda.org   

AFMDA Southeast Region
3300 PGA Blvd., Suite 970
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
561.835.0510
southeast@afmda.org
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5373 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota

941.371.6208
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Israeli, Arab, European firemen share cross-border drill BRIEFS
WORK ON ISRAEL-
CYPRUS-GREECE 
ELECTRICITY LINK  
TO START IN 2018 
Nasos Ktorides, who heads the Euro-
Asia Interconnector project, said re-
cently in Nicosia, Cyprus, that work 
on an electric cable linking the power 
grids of Israel, Cyprus and Greece is 
on track to start in the first quarter of 
2018.

The 1,520-km. (945-mile) under-
sea electric cable with a 2,000-mega-
watt capacity will be able to both 
receive and transmit electricity.

Work on the cable is expected to 
last until 2022. (Washington Post)

WOMEN RUNNING BANKS 
IS THE NORM IN ISRAEL
Three of Israel’s leading banks are cur-
rently led by women, myself included.

At Bank Leumi – which I have had 
the privilege to lead for the past five 
years – more than 40% of the top man-
agement are women.

This is in addition to the governor 
of the Bank of Israel, the supervisor of 
banks, and the director of the capital 
markets, insurance and savings author-
ity – all of whom are women.

We, as a country, have been for-
tunate to bear witness to a string of 
powerful women who influenced this 
nascent society in its early days.

Women were encouraged to be-
come political leaders, farmers, found-
ers of kibbutzim and rural and urban 
communities, cultural and literary 
luminaries, and managers within the 
budding national economy.

Israeli culture encourages women 
to shake off old notions of passivity 
and obedience and to engage as equals 
with men academically, professionally 
and in the military. (Rakefet Russak-
Aminoach, American Banker)

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER 
REJECTS CALL TO 
APOLOGIZE FOR  
BALFOUR DECLARATION
Prime Minister Theresa May addressed 
a dinner in London on Thursday, No-
vember 2 to mark the centenary of the 
Balfour Declaration.

 � In 1917, “with Britain still em-
broiled in the midst of the First 
World War, the idea of establish-
ing a homeland for the Jewish 
people would have seemed a dis-
tant dream... Yet it was at this very 
moment that Lord Balfour had the 
vision and the leadership to make 
this profound statement about re-
storing a persecuted people to a 
safe and secure homeland.” 

 � “When some people suggest we 
should apologize for this letter, I 
say absolutely not. We are proud 
of our pioneering role in the cre-
ation of the State of Israel. We are 
proud to stand here today together 
with Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and declare our support for Israel. 
And we are proud of the relation-
ship we have built with Israel.” 

 � “It is only when you witness Is-
rael’s vulnerability that you truly 
understand the constant danger Is-
raelis face – as I saw on my visit in 
2014, when the bodies of the mur-
dered teenagers Naftali Frenkel, 
Gilad Shaer and Eyal Yifrah were 
discovered. So I am clear that we 
will always support Israel’s right to 
defend itself.” 

 � “As we work together toward Bal-
four’s vision of a peaceful co-ex-
istence, we must be equally clear 
that there can never be any ex-
cuses for boycotts, divestment or 
sanctions: they are unacceptable 
and this government will have no 
truck with those who subscribe to  
them.” 

 � “Neither can there ever be any 

excuse for anti-Semitism in any 
form... And yes, this means recog-
nizing that there is today a new and 
pernicious form of anti-Semitism 
which uses criticism of the ac-
tions of the Israeli government as 
a despicable justification for ques-
tioning the very right of Israel to  
exist.” 

 � “This is abhorrent and we will not 
stand for it. That is why the United 
Kingdom has been at the forefront 
of an international effort to create 
a new definition of anti-Semitism 
which explicitly calls out this inex-
cusable attempt to justify hatred... 
Criticizing the actions of Israel is 

never – and can never be – an ex-
cuse for questioning Israel’s right 
to exist.” (Prime Minister Theresa 
May, Prime Minister’s Office - 
UK)

ISRAEL’S IRON DOME A 
QUICK FIX FOR SEOUL’S 
VULNERABILITY TO NORTH 
KOREAN ATTACK?
South Korea’s capital, Seoul, is 35 
miles from the demilitarized zone, 
within range of North Korean artil-
lery and short-range rockets that hold 
25 million South Koreans – half the 
country’s population – hostage. Truck-
mounted Thaad missile defense bat-

teries began deploying in South Korea 
earlier this year. But Thaad is not con-
figured to deal with artillery shells, and 
rocket launchers located right over the 
border don’t loft their munitions to an 
altitude where Thaad could be effec-
tive. So protecting Seoul against short-
range threats is difficult.

In October, Raytheon displayed an 
effective solution at the annual exposi-
tion of the Association of the U.S. Army 
in Washington that could be available 
for deployment within months. Ray-
theon calls the system SkyHunter, but 
longtime military observers will know 
it as Iron Dome – the short-range air 

A firefighting plane from Italy participates in the joint forest fire drill 
(photo courtesy of Israel Firefighting and Rescue Authority)
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COVE CLEANERS – VOTED BEST DRY CLEANER IN THIS AREA SINCE 2002

Call us at 941-955-1111, ext 1 to learn more about our convenient 
FREE concierge pickup & delivery service to your home or business. Sign 
up and mention this ad to receive $15 OFF your first dry cleaning delivery. 

We use Eco Friendly Cleaning Solvents  
and offer exceptional service by  
our trained experts in  
stain removal.

Dry Cleaning | Drapery Cleaning with Take Down & Rehang | Carpet & Rug Cleaning | Alterations

www.covecleaners.com

Alan, Sue & Elaine Loring • David & Patti Wertheimer
Josh & Lisa Leuchter • Brad & Elisa Cohen

Ben & Stacy Hanan

JEWISH OWNED & OPERATED! LOCAL OWNERS:

10% OFF
DRY CLEANING

Bring this ad to any of our 
stores to receive this offer. 

Expires May 31, 2018.

1400 Fruitville Rd.
Sarasota

8523 S. Tamiami Tr. 
Sarasota

8724 East S.R. 70 
Lakewood Ranch

1060 S. Tamiami Tr. 
Osprey

STORE LOCATIONS

JN

941-365-8448      941-312-4730        941-758-7061      941-918-0837

JN

Everything we do is focused on increasing our clients’ enjoyment of their wealth.

We help them redeploy their wealth to more efficiently  
sustain their lifestyles, so they can have more fun,  

help their families, and create a lasting impact on society.

www.wealthenjoyment.com
941.951.0443

We just happen to be  
a Wealth Advisory Practice.

S I M P L I C I T Y    n
    P R O S P E R I T Y    n

    C O N F I D E N C E

Bruce Udell
CLU, ChFC, MCEP, RFC
Chief Executive Officer

Jeremy Udell
CFP®, President

continued from previous page

BRIEFS
and missile defense system that Israel 
activated in 2011 to counter rockets 
fi red by Hizbullah in Lebanon.

Iron Dome has a success rate of 
over 90% in countering short-range 
ballistic threats and has successfully 
intercepted over 1,500 hostile muni-
tions headed for Israel. It is designed 
to defend precisely the kind of target 
the South Korean capital represents – a 
densely populated urban area. Its radar, 
built by Israeli company Elta, can track 
the trajectories of over a thousand tar-
gets simultaneously.

SkyHunter looks to be the only 
combat-proven option that could be 
on the ground and in action in South 
Korea by next spring. So chances are, 
U.S. investment in Israel’s defense is 
going to pay dividends few observers 
could have imagined when Iron Dome 
was fi rst conceived. (Loren Thompson, 
Forbes)

AUSTRALIAN PRIME 
MINISTER TURNBULL 
LAUDS STRONG 
RELATIONSHIP WITH 
ISRAEL
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
hailed Australia and Israel’s deep 
ties and shared values after meeting 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
in Jerusalem on Monday, October 30. 
Turnbull said their shared values were 
being tested by “militant Islamist ter-
rorism” – both in the Middle East and 
the Philippines. “It is a threat to Israel, 
it is a threat to Australia, it is a threat 

to all who value and cherish freedom,” 
Turnbull said. “We have a vital interest 
in working more closely and intensely 
together to keep our people safe from 
terrorism.”

Turnbull’s visit is linked to the 
commemoration on Tuesday of the 
centenary of the Battle of Beersheba 
during World War I, when Australian 
horsemen helped liberate Palestine 
from the Ottoman empire. “It was a 
great victory – the last successful cav-
alry charge in military history,” Turn-
bull said.

Netanyahu said “the rebirth of the 
Jewish people...would not have been 
possible without the heroism and sacri-
fi ce of Australian troops who liberated 
this land from 400 years of Ottoman 
rule with tremendous courage.” (Austra-
lian Associated Press - Guardian - UK)

WHY BAHRAIN IS 
LEADING GULF ARAB 
OUTREACH TO ISRAEL
In recent weeks, the Kingdom of Bah-
rain has emerged as the Gulf Arab 
country most actively pursuing better 
relations with Israel, both for reasons 
of its own and, presumably, with the 
blessing of its principal benefactor, 
Saudi Arabia.

Quiet contacts have been main-
tained since at least 1994. In Septem-
ber, at the Simon Wiesenthal Center in 
Los Angeles, Bahrain’s King Hamad 
bin Isa al-Khalifa expressed opposition 
to the ongoing Arab League economic 
boycott of Israel and said that citizens 
of Bahrain and Israel should feel free 
to visit each other’s countries without 
restrictions.

If shared concerns about Iran’s in-
fl uence lie at the core of potential im-

proved relations between Gulf Arab 
countries and Israel, Bahrain has a 
particular incentive to explore the pos-
sibilities since Iran has a history of 
claiming Bahrain as part of its own ter-
ritory.

Moreover, Bahrain is almost cer-
tainly acting on behalf of Saudi Arabia 
and some of its other Gulf Cooperation 
Council allies in taking the lead in ex-
ploring the potential for dialogue with 
Israel. Nonetheless, without any sig-
nifi cant progress on Palestinian issues, 
the political space for such a dialogue 
will remain limited. (Hussein Ibish, 
Arab Gulf States Institute in Washing-
ton)

HOW ISRAEL MODIFIED 
THE F-35 FIGHTER 
Israel is modifying its new U.S.-made 
F-35 fi ghters from the outset to inte-
grate Israeli technologies.

These include an Israeli-developed 
command, control, communications, 
computer and intelligence (C4I) system 
that does not interact with the F-35’s 
computer system, but sends sensor data 
to other Israeli military assets, particu-
larly nearby fi ghters, to help detect, 
prioritize and attack enemy targets.

Facing Hizbullah, which has 
150,000 tactical rockets, Israel needs 
to rapidly draw in launch-location data, 
process it, and quickly churn out a pri-
oritized target list for the Israeli Air 
Force.

The F-35I will also carry Israeli-
designed missiles. Rafael’s SPICE 
1000 is so accurate it can place half of 
all bombs within nine feet of their tar-
get. It will also carry Israel’s Python-5 
infrared air-to-air missile.

Added fuel tanks were also built 

in to extend the plane’s range by 36%. 
While the addition of an external fuel 
tank would compromise the F-35’s 
stealth, the fuel tank could be used 
during early phases of an air operation 
where stealth was not necessary, and 
jettisoned after use. (Kyle Mizokami, 
National Interest)

ISRAEL COMPLETES 
TRAINING COURSE FOR 
CHINESE TOUR LEADERS
The Israel Ministry of Tourism pre-
sented certifi cates on Monday, October 
30 to more than 40 Chinese tour lead-
ers after a training course, the fi rst of 
its kind.

Amir Halevi, director general of 
the ministry, said the course aims to 
solve the shortage of Chinese-speaking 
Israeli tour guides.

In the fi rst eight months of 2017, 
the number of Chinese tourists to Isra-
el totaled 71,300, up 60% from a year 
ago.

The number of Chinese tourists 
to Israel will exceed 100,000 in 2017 
and is expected to reach 200,000 with-
in two to three years. (Mu Xuequan, 
Xinhua - China)

ROMAN STABLES 
DISCOVERED IN ISRAEL’S 
GALILEE
A family digging in their garden in the 
Israeli Arab village of Eilabun in the 
Galilee have uncovered a complex of 
underground stables, hewn into the 
rock in Roman times, 2,000 years ago.

Archaeologists said the man-made 
caves would also have been used for 
storage. They dated the site to the fi rst 
century CE.

Eilabun is the site of an ancient 
Jewish village and excavators have 
also uncovered a synagogue. (Callum 
Paton, Newsweek)

IRON DOME MOVES 
NORTH 
In response to the likely threat from 
Iranian forces in Lebanon and Syria, 
Israel announced it was stationing a 
battalion of its Iron Dome anti-rocket 
systems in northern Israel.

There is also a battalion assigned 
to southern Israel to defend against the 
rockets Hamas had amassed in Gaza.

After Iran-backed Hizbullah 
launched a major rocket attack in 2006 
and convinced Israel that Iron Dome 
was worth developing and deploying, 
the system was seen as an emergency 
weapon, to be kept in storage and mo-
bilized for use in wartime.

It has not worked out that way. 
(Strategy Page)

BDS IS A DISMAL FAILURE
The anti-Israel boycott, divestment 
and sanctions (BDS) movement has 
entered a critical downward spiral in 
Canada.

During the past two years, BDS has 
been forcefully rejected by students at 
the University of Waterloo, University 
of Toronto, McGill University, and the 
University of British Columbia.

Far from being anti-racist, BDS is 
the defi nition of racism. To boycott an 
entire nationality of people – includ-
ing athletes, artists and professors – 

Jerusalem Post 
Crossword Puzzle
Solution to puzzle on page 22A

continued on next page 
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Let us do the work at your next event. From 
formal affairs to small gatherings, Morton’s 

offers full-service catering and bar with 
custom menus and top-notch service.

 
You can take the credit.  We won’t tell.
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BRIEFS
because of political disagreements with 
their government is clearly bigoted and 
counter-productive.

The hard reality is that the BDS 
movement is not motivated by a sin-
cere desire to make things better for 
Palestinians, but rather a perverse drive 
to make things worse for Israelis and 
Jews. (Michael Mostyn, B’nai Brith 
Canada CEO, Toronto Sun - Canada)

ISRAEL WINS EIGHT 
MEDALS AT EUROPEAN 
PARALYMPIC YOUTH 
GAMES
The Israeli team brought home three 
gold medals, two silver and three 
bronze at the European Para Youth 
Games held in Liguria, Italy, on Oc-
tober 9-15, where it competed for the 
fi rst time.

Seven of the medals were won by 
three swimmers and the eighth was in 
bocce. Overall, Israel ranked 12th out of 
24 countries. (Abigail Klein Leichman, 
Israel21c)

ISRAELI DETERRENCE 
IN A NEW MIDDLE EAST
Israel’s borders with Egypt and Jordan 
are quiet, with security cooperation be-
tween Israel, Jordan and Egypt at its 
peak.

The situation in the West Bank is 
fragile but manageable. Two years ago, 
there was an eff ort to ignite a new in-
tifada, but a strong response by Israel 
combined with eff ective intelligence 
and monitoring of social media sub-
dued most of the eff orts to carry out 
terrorist attacks.

What also contributed was a policy 
to allow nearly 100,000 Palestinian 
workers to continue working in Israel. 
Thus, Israel succeeded in isolating the 

perpetrators from the rest of the popu-
lation.

Moreover, the PA security services 
still cooperate with their Israeli coun-
terparts and, together, thwart terrorist 
plans. (Yossi Melman, Jerusalem Post)

GROWING PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST THROUGH 
OLIVE OIL 
Ayala Meir’s family owns a small ol-
ive press in northern Israel. Khaled al-
Juneidi is a Palestinian engineer and 
olive oil expert.

The two met four years ago through 
the “Olive Oil Without Borders” proj-
ect, funded by the U.S. government. 
Together, they have learned about pre-
harvesting, parasite control, supple-
mentary irrigation and quality control.

In the past fi ve years, USAID has 
helped more than 2,600 Israeli and Pal-
estinian growers produce better olive 
oil. (USAID)

DEMOLITION OF A 
PALESTINIAN ISLAMIC 
JIHAD TUNNEL INSIDE 
ISRAEL
On October 30, Israeli forces destroyed 
a tunnel infi ltrating their territory, re-
sulting in the deaths of several senior 
members of Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
(PIJ), which operated the tunnel. Sev-
eral Hamas members were killed as 
well. Neither PIJ nor Hamas in Gaza 
have responded by fi ring on Israel. This 
lack of armed action would have been 
inconceivable in the past. In 2014, Op-
eration Protective Edge showed Gaza’s 
leaders the costs of war. The Strip has 
not yet recovered from that confl ict, in 
large part because the Hamas govern-
ment’s main focus is on reconstruct-
ing its military force and suppressing 
popular opposition to its rule.

What can we learn from the inci-
dent? Hamas has not yet been able to 
regain its former military, civil and po-
litical stature three years after the war. 

Both PIJ and Hamas seem to regard 
building extensive cross-border tun-
nel networks for the sake of launching 
raids on Israeli soil as critical compo-
nents of their future warfare strategy. 
Yet the incident brings Palestinian ter-

rorists to the uncomfortable realization 
that Israel has a tunnel-detection solu-
tion capable of eliminating a key part 
of their military strategy. (Maj.-Gen. 
(res.) Sami Turjeman,  Washington In-
stitute for Near East Policy)
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roberto mei
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as Righteous Among the Nations for having 
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THINKING  OF

The Palestinian Authority and Hamas: 
New talks, new ideas

Rabbi Howard A. Simon

By Rabbi Howard A. Simon

On September 17, leaders of 
Hamas and the Palestinian 
Authority reached an agree-

ment that said Hamas would dissolve 
its governing body in Gaza in favor of 
the Palestinian Authority gov-
ernment replacing them and 
then general elections would 
be held. The goal is Palestin-
ian unity, but at what cost? 

Hamas wants to see Pal-
estinian leader Mahmoud Ab-
bas end the punitive measures 
he has taken over the past four 
or fi ve months. Hamas leaders 
want an end to the budget cuts 
allocated to Gaza for electric-
ity, medical services and salaries. This 
is considered necessary because the 
unemployment rate in Gaza is 42 per-
cent, and half of the population relies 
on humanitarian aid. The people who 
live in Gaza are restless and are fi nd-
ing fewer and fewer reasons to believe 
Hamas will provide for their needs. 

That is why, when President Abbas 
and his fellow leaders recently entered 
Gaza, they were met by hundreds of 
cheering people who lined the streets 
to greet the Palestinian leader. The peo-

ple waved Fatah and 
Hamas fl ags calling for 
unity, for agreement 
and for a better life for 
all people.

The call for the 
union sounds good for 
those who look forward 
to a Palestinian state, 
but one should not be 
too quick to think that 
because talks have 

started the result will be in the best in-
terest of all concerned. In 2014, Hamas 
and Fatah tried to put their diff erences 
behind them and agree to allow the 
Palestinian Authority to rule in Gaza 
and set up elections. Elections never 
took place, though, because Hamas de-
manded they maintain control of most 

of Gaza’s government agencies. The 
deal fell apart, which leads one to ask 
why this go-round should be any dif-
ferent.

This is especially true since Presi-
dent Abbas has made it clear that one 
of the primary conditions for talks to 
continue is that Hamas disarm and 
no longer maintain its armed wing as 
part of a unity government. The latest 
word from the recent talks emanating 
from Cairo, brokered by Egypt, says 
the reconciliation is acceptable, but no 
mention has been made relating to the 
military arm of Hamas and whether it 
will or will not remain in authority. The 
reason this has not been determined is 
it is a deal breaker and the powers-
that-be do not want to see the opportu-
nity fall apart. Mahmoud Abbas fears 
that if this matter is not resolved as 
he wishes, what will happen is what 
now exists in Lebanon where the mili-
tant and political group Hezbollah 
maintains a de facto army alongside 

Lebanon’s national forces.
Assessing the present situation, 

Israeli cabinet member, Yoav Galant, 
asked the pivotal question: “Are all 
parties to the agreement willing to ac-
cept the existence of Israel and are they 
going to stop terror actions against 
Israel?” A very necessary question, but 
thus far this subject has not been ad-
dressed.

Talks will continue, talks may stall, 
Hamas will make demands, the Pales-
tinians will make demands, and the 
more things are said to be changing, 
the more they will remain the same. 
Such is the defi nition of reality as lead-
ers of Gaza and the West Bank talk and 
talk and talk. 
Rabbi Howard A. Simon is the found-
ing chair of The Robert and Esther 
Heller Israel Advocacy Initiative.

Refl ections on the New Year
By Dr. Laura Hershorin

Every year, the High Holidays, 
followed quickly by the secu-
lar New Year, present an invi-

tation to refl ect. Some years are more 
poignant than others, but this year, 
Hurricane Irma punctuated my per-
sonal refl ections, and made it easier to 
enter the spiritual contemplation space 
that can be elusive, and keenly focused 
my attention on my many blessings. I 
have family and friends whom I love. 
I have a roof over my head. I have run-
ning, clean, safe water. I have food to 

put on my table. I live in a community 
where we care for one another, and we 
have suffi  cient green space and wet-
lands to help prevent our highways 
from becoming rivers during heavy 
rain. My practice closed for a week, but 
arguably, there were no major losses.

It could have been diff erent. I have 
prepared for hurricanes before, but 
never really believed they would aff ect 
me. How many of us have felt the relief 
that a major storm has struck elsewhere 
– that a community other than Sarasota 

was aff ected? We chose to evacuate, 
and the whole process was profound. 
I realized quickly my belongings were 
just things – even the family heirlooms. 
My heirlooms were my family, and 
they were safely in the car with me. We 
did not have to cross deserts by foot. 
We were well fed. We stayed in a dry, 
warm bed in a welcoming hotel as the 
storm came through Florida. 

Following the storm, the Commu-
nity Day School was out of commis-
sion. Many of the older oaks fell, and 
the playground and fi eld looked as if a 
tornado had touched down. Our com-
munity came to the rescue. Thank you 
to Bayside Community Church, and 
Reverend Kelly Fitzgerald and First 
Presbyterian Church. They came with 
smiles, chainsaws and muscles. 

A small group of us felt moved to 
spend our Rosh Hashanah paying it 
forward. Collier County felt the full 
brunt of the storm, and it is home to 
many farms and their workers. They 
needed basic necessities – clean water, 
bathroom tissue, paper towels, soap, 
rice, beans, etc. The farms had been 
devastated, and never have I spent a 
more personally meaningful holiday. 

Thank you to Papa Ed for alert-
ing us to the need, and thank you to 
Community Day School parents and 
supporters for providing us a rallying 
point, and for all the donations. Being 
“green” means caring for our earth, 
protecting one another, and preserving 
our most fundamental needs – loving, 
caring, and understanding we are all 
part of our broader community.

D R .  J U D Y  F E L D  C A R R
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TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM, DOORS OPEN AT 6:15 PM

Over a 28 year period, Dr. Judy Feld Carr 

secretly brought 3,228 Syrian Jews to 

freedom despite the Syrian 

government’s prohibition on emigration. 

Working with smugglers and bribing 

government officials, she removed most 

of that community from veritable 

bondage. She is the subject of a best- 

selling Canadian book by historian Dr. 

Harold Troper, “The Rescuer”, now in its 

second edition.
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Temple Beth Sholom 
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The true meaning of unity

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Mendy Bukiet
Chabad of Bradenton 
& Lakewood Ranch

Light plays a central role in our 
everyday lives. Light is what 
allows us to appreciate our sur-

roundings, to connect with the beauty 
that fi lls our world. Light, as well, has 
become a symbol for advanced tech-
nology and forward-thinking. The 
lightbulb is the universal icon for inno-
vation and new ideas, and the earliest 
manifestation of electricity was light.

Throughout Jewish history, too, 
light has played an important role. 
Light was the feature of the fi rst day 
of creation; Moses’s face shone with 
an all-powerful light; and the Temple’s 
menorah emitted its light throughout 
the entire world.

The theme of light is highlighted 
most prominently in the festival of 
Chanukah – when the light of the me-
norah overcame the spiritual darkness 
wrought by the wicked Greek regime.

To understand the message of 
light, we must fi rst contrast it with its 
opposite: darkness.

Darkness is intrinsically linked to 
disunity and fragmentation. The Kab-
balah explains that darkness among 
people indicates separation and divi-
siveness, where each person is cloud-
ed by their own lives and cannot fi nd 
room for their fellow.

Light, by contrast, represents unity 
and connectivity. Light allows us to see 
things for how they truly are. Light al-
lows us to appreciate others who have 
diff erent – even dissenting – opinions, 
because we can see them for the truth 
of their being: human beings deserving 
of respect. Light allows us to put aside 
our diff erences, and to unite for a com-
mon cause.

In “light” of all this, there is some-
thing strange about the menorah – the 
seeming exemplar of the victory of 
light over darkness. The menorah in the 

Temple had not one, but seven branch-
es. If the menorah is the true token of 
harmony and cohesion, wouldn’t its 
message be better expressed if it were 
to have only one, unifi ed branch?

To answer this question, we must 
reconsider the way we understand unity.

At fi rst glance, unity seems to call 
for uniformity and like-mindedness. 
The only way for people to connect, it 
would seem, is if they share the same 
beliefs and engage in similar behav-
iors. Were it to be otherwise, confl ict 
would reign supreme.

Such unity, however, is not true 
unity.

True unity is achieved when dif-
ferent people, with diverging, or even 
contradictory beliefs, nevertheless 
rise above their diff erences and coex-
ist with one another. True unity is re-
fl ected in seven distinct branches, each 
headed in its own distinct direction, yet 
all stemming from the same base. The 
menorah, with all its intricate designs 
and ornaments, was constructed from 
a single block of gold. The Menorah 
represented true individuality – cups, 
fl owers, knobs, arms and candlehold-
ers – yet each unit was united with a 
common core.

This is the true meaning of unity. 
When we unite, not by suppressing our 
diff erences and conforming to the one 
voice, rather by utilizing our diff erenc-
es for a common cause, we spread light 
and holiness into this world.

The same is true in our own lives. 
Unity is a necessary component of co-
existing as a functioning society. To do 
this, we must fi rst overcome the illu-
sory obstacle that so often divides us 
– our diff erences. We must refrain from 
trying to bend others to our will, even if 
we believe wholeheartedly in the truth 
of our view. Every individual brings a 
diff erent perspective, and each is de-
serving of respect and consideration. 
This is what makes each of us unique 
and special; the unique perspective we 
bring to the table. Unity is achieved 
when we harness our diff erences and 
use them for the greater good; when 
together, as a society, we focus our en-
ergies on using our unique potential to 
work toward a common goal – to bring 
more light and holiness into this world.

Then, we can truly experience the 
miracle of Chanukah.

Comfort food

From 
the 
Bimah

Rabbi Michael Shefrin
Assistant Rabbi, 
Temple Emanu-El

Hanukkah has become one of 
the most beloved and delicious 
times on the Jewish calendar. 

This holiday celebrates the rededica-
tion of the Second Temple in Jerusa-
lem after the Maccabees rose up and 
defeated their oppressors. 

The Festival of Lights is a great 
example of “They tried to destroy us, 
we survived, let’s eat!” This old joke 
attempts to condense the entire scope 
of every Jewish holiday into a single 
pithy statement. There is some truth to 
it. Especially in the “let’s eat.”

Coming together to eat is a central 
part of Jewish life. Our Passover Hag-
gadah calls out, “Let all who are hun-
gry come and eat.” All we need do is 
think of lox and bagels or falafel, and 
there is no doubt that cultural Juda-
ism has a strong taste for food as well. 
Personally, I enjoy the conversations 
around the tables fi lled with food at the 
Temple Emanu-El Shabbat oneg. 

Food is fundamental to many im-
portant expressions of Judaism, includ-
ing tikkun olam, our work for a more 
just and equal world. We might give 
tzedakah to organizations like Leket 
Israel, the largest food bank in Israel, 
and locally to All Faiths Food Bank. At 
Temple Emanu-El, our school building 
is home to a program which fi lls back-
packs with food that are sent home at 
the end of the week with schoolchildren 
whose families don’t have enough to eat. 

Food is often a core element of our 

religious practice. Challah and matzah 
are essential. The holiday of Sukkot is 
a festival of thanksgiving for the fruit 
harvest. According to Jewish law, life 
cycle events, such as weddings and 
bar or bat mitzvahs, even funerals, 
are accompanied by a seudat mitzvah, 
an obligatory meal. Deuteronomy in-
structs us to “eat, be satisfi ed, and bless 
Adonai, your God.” 

Hanukkah is arguably the tastiest 
of all holidays. The Hanukkah menu 
calls on us to remember the miracle 
of the oil lasting for eight days. We re-
member this with delicious foods made 
with oil, like sufganiyot, jelly donuts, 
and potato latkes, eaten around the 
bright lights of the hannukiah.

Judaism helps us understand that 
food is more than just essential to live. 
It is sacred and special. I believe that 
food can help to heal our broken world. 

As I write this column, I am hun-
gry. Not only for the delicious and tra-
ditional Jewish foods, but for comfort 
food. Still reeling from hurricanes, Las 
Vegas, Charlottesville and the pain of 
a divided country, it has been diffi  cult 
not to feel that once again, they are try-
ing to destroy us.

Today, I am understanding “They 
tried to destroy us, we survived, let’s 
eat” as not uniquely Jewish. I am read-
ing this as more than us – the Jewish 
people, but rather us – all people. 

In our troubled world, now is a 
time to let food bring healing. Be sure 
those around you have enough to eat. 
Share your favorite recipes. Off er to 
break bread with someone who has 
diff erent tastes than you. Invite a new 
friend to enjoy some latkes as you light 
the Hanukkah menorah together. 

Let us rededicate ourselves to 
making food sacred. Let us come to-
gether in holy spaces to eat together, be 
satisfi ed together, and survive together. 
May it be God’s will that the foods in 
our lives help us to see the light and 
miracles that surround us.
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Dear Aleksandra Cybulska
By David Harris, AJC CEO, October 22, 2017

I just read about your designation as 
a Righteous Among the Nations by 
Yad Vashem, the Jerusalem-based 

Holocaust museum and research cen-
ter.

Heartfelt congratulations on this 
remarkable distinction!

It was given because – together 
with your late husband, Kazimierz, 
who was similarly recognized – you 
saved the life of a Polish Jewish girl, 
Sonia Berkowicz, during the darkest 
period in human history, the Holocaust. 
Sonia was the daughter of your friends.

I have never had the privilege of 
meeting you, but I read and reread the 
article about you in the Israeli newspa-
per, Haaretz, and stared transfi xed at 
your photo, showing you in your home 
in Gdynia, Poland, on the eve of your 
100th birthday, receiving the certifi cate 
from an Israeli diplomat.

In looking at you, I tried to under-
stand what made you act, what led you 
to risk your own life in an attempt to 
protect someone else’s.

Frankly, I am in awe. The Nazi oc-
cupation of Poland was beyond brutal 
and ruthless. All Poles were targeted 
for slavery and suppression by the 
Third Reich, yet, even as you and your 
family were in peril, you chose to add 
exponentially to the danger by shelter-
ing a young Jewish child.

That act, had it been discovered, 
would have led to your immediate im-
prisonment in a German concentration 
camp, if not death on the spot. And it 
goes without saying what Sonia’s fate 
would have been.

Sonia’s parents and siblings were 
killed by the Germans, but she was 
saved because of your courage, be-
cause you saw in Sonia someone who 
deserved the opportunity to live, be-
cause you understood that the affi  rma-
tion of our common humanity dare not 
be sacrifi ced no matter what else might 
have been going on around you.

Some people say that too much 
attention has been paid to those who 
tried to protect Jews because it dis-
torts the history of this period. After 
all, these righteous individuals were so 
few in number, so why create a seem-
ingly skewed impression of how large 
a role they actually played?

I believe quite the opposite. More 
attention is needed.

According to the Haaretz article, 
Yad Vashem has honored a total of 
26,513 people for their bravery in help-
ing Jews, one-quarter of them Poles.

Poland, as we know, had the larg-
est Jewish presence in Europe on the 
eve of the war. Fully ten percent of the 
Polish population was Jewish, and in 
Warsaw, the country’s capital, approxi-
mately one-third of the residents were 
Jewish.

True, compared to the larger Euro-
pean population at the time, the number 
of rescuers is microscopic, even if we 
assume there were others who escaped 
the attention of the museum, and even 
if we add those people in countries like 
Albania, Bulgaria, Denmark and Fin-
land who were part of larger national 
eff orts to save Jews.

But it’s precisely because there 
were so few such heroes – and they 
were true heroes, even as the word 
today is so shamefully overused and 
devalued – that we need to understand 
what prompted them to act, and what 
we can possibly hope to learn from 
their examples.

In similar circumstances, let’s be 
honest, how many of us would have 
behaved as Ms. Cybulska and her 
husband did, knowing that the conse-
quence could be our own deaths and, 
yes, even those of our children? Hope-
fully, we will never have to know the 
answer.

Still, your legacy ought to live on 
not only via Sonia and the family she 
was miraculously able to create after 
the war, and not just through the laud-
able addition of your name to the Yad 
Vashem list, but also because your ex-
ample should serve, at a minimum, to 
inspire us all to aim higher and show 
more genuine concern for the most 

vulnerable among us.
Words become inadequate in seek-

ing to express admiration and gratitude 
to you for affi  rming life in the midst of 
such death and destruction.

May we learn from your powerful 
story – and may we be worthy of the 
gift of humanity we’ve been given in 
our one and only chance to live life as 
it was intended.
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Howard Tevlowitz

Jewish art brings love, friendship 

and shalom to Sarasota-Manatee

By Howard Tevlowitz, Federation Executive Director

continued on page 3
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www.jfedsrq.orgT he mission of The Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee is to strengthen Jewish 

life and identity in our community, provide 

for Jewish people in need, and promote support for 

Israel. 
Art has been a fundamental part of Jewish life 

since our beginnings thou-

sands of years ago. Bezalel 

was the first Jewish artist on 

record. Throughout our his-

tory, art has been used as a 

form of remembrance, dedi-

cation and inspiration. From 

colorful mosaics at the bath 

house in Masada, to intri-

cately carved synagogues in 

Morocco, to children’s draw-

ings found at Theresienstadt 

during the Holocaust, to proud images of Jews pray-

ing at the Western Wall, art has helped define us and 

our history. Much of this Jewish art has focused on the theme 

of love, friendship and shalom. It is the dream of our 

people to live in a world that is safe, welcoming 

and peaceful. In pursuit of that dream, The Jewish Federation 

of Sarasota-Manatee has invested in three commu-

nity-based programs in 2017 – the Violins of Hope, 

which played to over 10,000 people of all ages 

throughout Sarasota-Manatee; Marc Chagall, Flow-

ers and the French 
Riviera: The Color 

of Dreams exhibit 
in partnership with 

Marie Selby Botan-
ical Gardens, which 

runs through the end 
of July and is setting 

attendance records; 
and the Anne Frank: 

A History for Today 
exhibit, scheduled 

at the Selby Public 
Library in April and 

May for six weeks.Bringing Judaism to life is a goal of our Jewish 

Federation and we are so fortunate to have gener-

Inspirational Anne Frank exhibit 

comes to Sarasota: A powerful 

voice speaks for and to millions

By Sandy Chase
The Anne Frank: A History for Today exhibit brings 

to life the story of a child during WWII. As we exam-

ine the historical events surrounding her life, it is a 

lesson for all on how to become an up-stander – not 

bystander – and support one another.

– Bernadette D. Bennett, Ed.D., Sarasota County 

Schools, Program Specialist Social Studies, K-12

F rom April 17 through May 27, our commu-

nity, especially our children, will experience 

the Anne Frank exhibit at the Selby Public Li-

brary. More than six million people – the same num-

ber who perished at the hands of the Nazis – have 

seen this traveling display worldwide. 

Dedicated to Holocaust education, The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is sponsoring this 

memorable exhibit in collaboration with Sarasota 

County Libraries and Historical Resources, Sarasota 

County Schools, and Embracing Our Differences, 

which will provide teen docents through its Coexis

tence Club at Booker High School.

On loan from the Anne Frank Center for Mutual 

Respect (the U.S. national organization in the world

wide network of Anne Frank organizations, http://

annefrank.com/), this exhibit, located in the library 

rotunda, comprises thirty panels of pictures against 

“The Lovers” 1937, courtesy of 

the Israel Museum, Jerusalem 

©2016 Artists Rights Society (ARS), 

New York/ADAGP, Paris
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A subscription to The Jewish News gives you important information on news, events, 
community programs, businesses, and announcements relevant to our community. 

Become one of the more than 10,000 households who receive The Jewish News directly 
to their home each month by signing up for your FREE SUBSCRIPTION; or, pick up a 
copy at your local library, Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center, area synagogues, The 
Jewish Federation campus, Federation partner agencies and sponsored events, or at 
over 50 Sarasota-area news racks.

We’re mobile! View The Jewish News in its entirety on your smartphone, tablet, 
desktop or laptop computer at www.TheJewishNews.org.

To receive your complimentary subscription, or to request a gift subscription 
for a friend or family member, please call 941.371.4546 ext.0 or email 
subscription@jfedsrq.org.

www.TheJewishNews.org

The AJC West Coast Florida 
o�  ce, located in Sarasota, 

can be reached at 
941.365.4955.

COMMENTARY BRIEFS
WHY THERE IS NO PEACE 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST
Peace is not possible in the Middle 
East because values and goals other 
than peace are more important to Mid-
dle Easterners. Loyalty to kin, clan and 
cult are the cultural imperatives. Some 
prefer to attribute the problems of the 
Middle East to outsiders, such as West-
ern imperialists, but it seems odd to 
suggest that the local inhabitants have 
no agency and no responsibility for 
their activities.

Honor comes from winning. Hav-
ing lost in a political struggle results 
in loss of honor. Losing is regarded as 
deeply humiliating. Only the prospects 
of a future victory and the regaining 
of honor drives people forward. An 
example is the Arab-Israel confl ict, in 
the course of which the despised Jews 
repeatedly defeated the armies of Arab 
states. The only way to regain honor is 

to defeat and destroy Israel. This is why 
no agreement over land or boundaries 
will bring peace: peace does not restore 
honor. (Philip Carl Salzman, professor 
of anthropology at McGill University 
in Canada, Gatestone Institute)

WHAT RAQQA SAYS ABOUT 
GAZA’S DEATH TOLL
According to the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, over 3,000 people 
were killed in Raqqa, including about 
1,130 civilians, during the course of 
a four-month battle. In the 2014 Gaza 
war, according to UN fi gures, 2,251 
Palestinians were killed. But a compar-
ison of raw numbers is meaningless; 
the relevant comparison is casualties 
as a proportion of the population.

According to The New York Times, 
Raqqa had a population of 300,000 
when ISIS took it over. In comparison, 
Gaza’s population in 2014 was 1.79 

million, according to offi  cial Palestin-
ian statistics. In other words, the casu-
alties in Raqqa represented 1% of the 
city’s pre-ISIS population. The casual-
ties in Gaza represented 0.12% of the 
population. Thus, as a proportion of the 
population, casualties in Raqqa were 
10 times higher than those in Gaza. 
Moreover, roughly 6% of buildings 
in Gaza were destroyed or badly dam-
aged. New York Times reporter Ivor 
Prickett wrote, “when I visited eastern 
Raqqa, it was hard to fi nd a street or 
building that had not been damaged by 
the fi ghting.”

ISIS and Hamas employed virtual-

ly identical tactics. Both dug extensive 
tunnel networks under civilian build-
ings, wired civilian buildings with ex-
plosives, stockpiled arms in civilian 
buildings, and fought from the midst 
of a civilian population. Yet despite 
the enemy’s similar tactics, Israel pro-
duced vastly lower casualties as a pro-
portion of Gaza’s population and much 
less property damage than the Western 
coalition against ISIS did. In other 
words, the very Western countries that 
accused Israel of “disproportionate” 
and “excessive” harm in Gaza were 
guilty of far greater harm in Syria and 
Iraq. (Evelyn Gordon, Commentary)

What do you think?
The Jewish News wants to know!
Send an email to jewishnews18@gmail.com.

Letters Policy
Letters must include the author’s name, full address and daytime phone. Letters should 
be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right to edit for length and/or accuracy. Letters
do not necessarily re� ect the viewpoint of The Jewish News of Sarasota-Manatee or its 
advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or publish every letter received.  
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Chanukah gifts that last a lifetime!
Education 

Corner
By Sara Steinmetz

Gifting children usually leaves 
one feeling thrilled with the 
notion that we have brought 

a smile and delight to a child’s life. 
Yet, many a time the joy of the gift 
lasts a mere few hours or days, and for 
younger children it is not uncommon 
for them to occupy themselves more 
with the big box than the toy. 

The holiday of Chanukah, which is 
forthcoming, is a time when children 
are given the traditional Chanukah 
gelt or showered lavishly with gifts. 
Although I am not opposing gift giv-
ing in any way, and my own children 
get their fair share of gifts, I would like 
to advocate for all of us to give special 
nurturing gifts that last a lifetime. The 
truth of the matter is we live in a world 
where so much eff ort is put into mak-
ing us feel that we don’t have enough. 
In fact, this is the mission and main fo-
cus of the advertising industry at large. 
In the long run, buying children ev-
ery toy, gadget or contraption on their 
wish list actually leads to kids feeling 
a sense of entitlement and “affl  uenza.” 
At this time of year I would like to con-
vey the notion and remind all parents 
and grandparents that entitled children 
are not born, they are made.

Hence, along with whatever you 
decide to give your child, remember 
that the best gifts are those that last a 
lifetime, such as: 

1. Being generous with your “thank 
yous” and gratitude to your chil-
dren. Compliment your children. 
Let them know how much you 
appreciate their eff orts, their kind 
gestures, their characteristics, etc. 

2. Being generous with your time. 
We live in such a fast-paced cul-
ture that when parents are unable 
to spend time with their children, 
they tend to extend lavish gifts. 
Your time with your child, going on 
a walk, enjoying cooking or baking 
in the kitchen, or going on a small 
trip, etc., will help to positively 

cement relationships while creat-
ing fond and everlasting memories.
As I write this, I am also think-

ing of the ever-popular poem about a 
smile that just struck a chord with its 
relevancy. (A smile costs nothing, but 
gives much. It enriches those who re-
ceive, without making poorer those 
who give. It takes but a moment, but 
the memory of it sometimes lasts for-
ever…) Giving compliments, positive 
affi  rmations, smiles and the gift of 
time all blend together to build self-
confi dence and self-esteem, which 
can eff ectively repel the over-the-top 

advertising messages which make one 
feel that they don’t have enough. 

Our sages in Ethics of the Fathers
(Chapter 4:1) say, “Who is rich? One 
who is satisfi ed with his lot.” As Chanu-
kah approaches let us remind our chil-
dren and ourselves that happiness is the 
art of taking pleasure in what you have. 
Unhappiness is the art of focusing on 
what you don’t have. Let’s resolve to 
make our children and grandchildren 
happy with gifts that last a lifetime!
Sara Steinmetz is the education direc-
tor at Chabad of Sarasota.

The Jewish News is also available online. Visit The Jewish News page
at www.jfedsrq.org and you’ll be just one click away!

Dear Aleksandra Cybulska
vulnerable among us.

Words become inadequate in seek-
ing to express admiration and gratitude 
to you for affi  rming life in the midst of 
such death and destruction.

May we learn from your powerful 
story – and may we be worthy of the 
gift of humanity we’ve been given in 
our one and only chance to live life as 
it was intended.

Showcase Your Business Online
Become a Federation eBlast 

Newsletter Sponsor with 
Banner ads that Drive Customers 

Directly to Your Website

Affordability
$62.50 per week  

connects your business to a powerful 
demographic for less than  

1¢ per recipient.  

Exclusivity
We limit our sponsors to a maximum  

of 4 per eBlast, and reserve sponsorships  
to only one business in a profession.

Reach
eBlast newsletters are sent out via email 

once a week to over 8,000 subscribers.   
They highlight upcoming events  

and timely topics.

Recognition
Your BANNER AD  

will be prominently displayed  
with a link that drives customers  

DIRECTLY to your website.

Due to the exclusivity of this offer, sponsorships go fast. Call today to see if the sponsorship category for your business is available.
Robin Leonardi, Account Executive  |  941.552.6307  |  rleonardi@jfedsrq.org

Sarasota–Manatee’s Only Jewish Newspaper
Serving our Community Since 19 71

Give the Gift of The Jewish News!

Federation honors Albanian community

The knitzvahs keep coming for Temple Emanu-El’s Mitzvah Knitting Group

Major  Donors enjoy an evening  with Henry  Winkler
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A subscription to The Jewish News gives you important information on news, events, 
community programs, businesses, and announcements relevant to our community. 

Become one of the more than 10,000 households who receive The Jewish News directly 
to their home each month by signing up for your FREE SUBSCRIPTION; or, pick up a 
copy at your local library, Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center, area synagogues, The 
Jewish Federation campus, Federation partner agencies and sponsored events, or at 
over 50 Sarasota-area news racks.

We’re mobile! View The Jewish News in its entirety on your smartphone, tablet, 
desktop or laptop computer at www.TheJewishNews.org.

To receive your complimentary subscription, or to request a gift subscription 
for a friend or family member, please call 941.371.4546 ext.0 or email 
subscription@jfedsrq.org.

www.TheJewishNews.org

The AJC West Coast Florida 
o�  ce, located in Sarasota, 

can be reached at 
941.365.4955.

T tu bS vh a
ON THE FARM...ISRAELI STYLE!

Young families are invited to attend

Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

Sunday, January 28, 2017 | 1-3pm 
Rudd Farm, 3615 Hidden River Rd, Sarasota FL

Celebrate the “New Year of the Trees” with special Tu b’Shvat foods,  
horse rides, scavenger hunt, games, prizes and more. 

This event is FREE and fun for the whole family!
For more information,  contact Rebecca Rothstein at 941.955.8121

PLEASE REGISTER AT: JFEDSRQ.org/Events

Sponsored by the PJ Library, The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, and Temple Beth Sholom
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THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

jfedsrq.org
FAMILY

Irina and Nina Shtarkman create lightning bugs

We’ve “Gan” camping!
Preschool life is very busy. The 

children are actively learning, 
growing and discovering every 

day. They have earned a well-deserved 
break from all of that hustle and bustle, 
so we planned a truly exciting adven-
ture… we have “Gan” camping. The 
Gan at Temple Sinai hosted an after-
noon of camping-themed good times.

The Family Fun Fest was attended 
by children of all ages in the communi-
ty. Our Social Hall was reset to match 
the theme, welcoming the families 
with forest animals and trees, campers 
and tents, and camp fi res all designed 
by our very talented volunteers. 

There was a plethora of enticing 
activities, crafts and games for every-
one to indulge in. Kids could create 
binoculars, make glowing lightning 
bugs, design bear claws and more. 
Activities included a sensory table of 
“building” s’mores, along with forest 
selfi es with games of frog toss, fi shing, 

and pin the tail on the fox! 
The story walk was one of the most 

thrilling adventures indoors. The chil-
dren “walked” through the 
tale of We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen 
and Helen Roxenbury, mak-
ing their way through the 
grass, river, mud, forest and 
snowstorm to fi nally make it 
to the bear’s cave, culminat-
ing with a bear paw print-
painting march. Outdoor 
activities included the live 
petting zoo, bounce house, 
and pony rides around the 
campgrounds.

It was a wonderful day 
of friends gathering and cre-
ating new friendships, too. 
As so many parents com-
mented at the end of the 
event, what a great way to 
spend our day!

SRQUSY update
By Hannah Levison

Last month SRQUSY held its 
fi rst major event, “The Escape 
Room and Lock-In Event.” We 

had a great turnout and were able to 
include chapters from Tampa! The Es-
cape Room is an interactive entertain-
ment experience where participants 
have to fi gure out the 
clues in the room in or-
der to escape. At the Es-
cape Room, the USYers 
split up into two rooms, 
each with a diff erent 
theme, “Escape from 
Paradise” and “Lock-
Up.”

This month we have 
the following events on 
our schedule: Regional 

General Board Weekend (RGBW), 
Bowling, and the Kadima Convention. 
SRQUSY will be sending two USY 
seniors to the International Conven-
tion in Chicago from December 24-31. 
Stay tuned for more upcoming events 
and lots of fun!

Marav Steckel, Hannah Levison, Helen Lester, Emma Knego

A POWERFUL 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

For Questions Contact
Debbie Sanford

941.706.0033  • dsanford@jfedsrq.org
jfedsrq.org

Many Inspiring 
Speakers to Choose 

from Including
HILDE MANDEL
PAUL MOLNAR
RIFKA GLATZ

GINETTE HERSH
HENRY TENENBAUM

Holocaust, Genocide  
and Tolerance Education

The HOLOCAUST SPEAKERS BUREAU offers 
teachers a unique opportunity to expand 

their students’ classroom experience. We have 
a large number of Holocaust survivors who re-
side in this community. They are very motivat-
ed to visit school children and give their eyewit-
ness accounts of the Holocaust. Also available  
are speakers who were hidden children,  
those saved through the “Kindertransport,” 
resistance fighters, refugees, as well as World 
War II camp liberators.

All speakers are authentic to their respective 
experiences and feel a strong commitment to 
bring an awareness of the consequences that 
result when evil is allowed to flourish. They feel 
privileged and grateful to live in this wonderful 
country where their voices are being heard.

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

For Booking Contact 
Anne Stein, Speakers Bureau Coordinator 

941.923.6470  •  luvhula@gmail.com

Zara Bermudez rides the campgrounds

JCV sukkah
Children at Jewish Con-

gregation of Venice 
attended a Family Edu-

cation program to learn about 
the holiday of Sukkot. This 
joyful holiday celebrates an 
ancient Biblical harvest festival 
when Israelites from all over 
the kingdom journeyed to the 
Temple in Jerusalem with some 
of their fi nest crops as an off er-
ing to God. 

Families built temporary 
booths to camp in during the 
week’s festivities. Today, many 
Jews build sukkot in the yard 
or on a porch. The booth is 
decorated with fruits and veg-
etables. Families, friends and 
neighbors gather together to 
enjoy meals in the sukkah.
Cantor Marci Vitkus and Rabbi Harold 

Caminker (back row) enjoy a 
model sukkah with children from 

the Jewish Congregation of Venice

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee will award more than $90,000  
in education scholarships to eligible students for the 2018-2019 school year. 

Come to this Open House to learn more, and how to apply.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2018 at 7pm

$5,000
Jacqueline Siegel- 

Frascella Scholarship

$4,000
Ned and Janet Sinder  

Scholarship

$2,000
Michelson Interfaith  

Scholarship

$500
B’nai B’rith Gulf Coast Lodge 

Scholarship

AWARD VARIES
Ronald and Geri Yonover 

Scholarship

Renewable for 
4 Years

Melissa Wides Foundation 
Education Scholarship

$$$
The Jewish  
Federation  

Scholarship Fund

$1,000
Betty Schoenbaum Fund

APPLY ONLINE  
JFEDSRQ.org/ 

EducationScholarships
Application Window: Jan. 1-Apr. 9

Klingenstein Jewish Center
580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

For more information contact
Andrea Eiffert at aeiffert@jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6308

REGISTER ONLINE AT JFEDSRQ.org/Events

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 

Education 
Scholarship 

Program
OPEN HOUSE!

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 

Education 
Scholarship 

Program
OPEN HOUSE!
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Community Day School hosts 
sweet ‘Challah-ween’ celebration

LIVE

LAUGH CELEBRATE

DREAM

INSPIRE

READ

LOVE

For more information, contact  
Andrea Eiffert at aeiffert@jfedsrq.org 
or 941.552.6308

PJ Library helps families on their Jewish journey by sending Jewish-
content books and music on a monthly basis to children from age 
six-months to eight-years. This program is completely free for families, 
thanks to the generosity of The Harold Grinspoon Foundation, The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and our incredible donors.

Sign-up Today at JFEDSRQ.org/pj-library

Don’t miss the newest chapter of  
PJ Library for kids...ages 9-11!

NEW
 

PRO
GRAM

Sign up at pjourway.org

This program is Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Competitive challah bakers sub-
mitted their best eff orts during 
Hershorin Schiff  Community 

Day School’s “Bubbie’s Challah-ween 
Bake-off  and Festival.” A panel of tast-
ers judged the 14 entries and, in the 
end, Temple Beth Sholom Rabbi Mi-
chael Werbow took the Golden Challah 
Trophy for the second year in a row.

The Jewish Federation of Sara-
sota-Manatee sponsored the event. 
Mother Nature also contributed a sun-
ny, beautiful day as younger students 
enjoyed the bounce house, bubble ma-
chine and plenty of delicious challah to 
savor. 

The judges included Jewish Fed-
eration executive director Howard 
Tevlowitz, Community Day board 
members Laura Hershorin, Richard 
Hershorin and Mitch Blumenthal, and 
school supporters Ed Rosenthal and Ed 
Kalin, plus a number of enthusiastic 

student tasters. They were served bite-
sized portions of each challah by a crew 
led by Community Day staff  member 
Yazzie Schulz. Rabbi Werbow’s “Cin-
namon Sticky Bun Challah” took the 
top prize, with the Lalo/Wilhm family 
taking second place and the Mitzafon 
family coming in third.

The students spent the morning 
prior to the bake-off  learning about 
the signifi cance and history of challah 
during Shabbat, and braided their own 
challot throughout the day. 

“As a Jewish day school that is 
committed to pluralism, we are always 
seeking new and fun ways to add a 
Jewish touch to the multi-cultural cele-
brations taking place in the wider com-
munity,” said Community Day head of 
school Dan Ceaser. 

For more information about Com-
munity Day, go to CommunityDay.org 
or call 941.552.2770.

Jewish Federation executive director Howard Tevlowitz, Golden Challah Trophy Winner 
Rabbi Michael Werbow, and Community Day head of school Dan Ceaser

Community Day students are excited to taste the Challah-ween Bake-off  entries

General Board Weekend (RGBW), 
Bowling, and the Kadima Convention. 
SRQUSY will be sending two USY 
seniors to the International Conven-
tion in Chicago from December 24-31. 
Stay tuned for more upcoming events 
and lots of fun!

A POWERFUL 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

For Questions Contact
Debbie Sanford

941.706.0033  • dsanford@jfedsrq.org
jfedsrq.org

Many Inspiring 
Speakers to Choose 

from Including
HILDE MANDEL
PAUL MOLNAR
RIFKA GLATZ

GINETTE HERSH
HENRY TENENBAUM

Holocaust, Genocide  
and Tolerance Education

The HOLOCAUST SPEAKERS BUREAU offers 
teachers a unique opportunity to expand 

their students’ classroom experience. We have 
a large number of Holocaust survivors who re-
side in this community. They are very motivat-
ed to visit school children and give their eyewit-
ness accounts of the Holocaust. Also available  
are speakers who were hidden children,  
those saved through the “Kindertransport,” 
resistance fighters, refugees, as well as World 
War II camp liberators.

All speakers are authentic to their respective 
experiences and feel a strong commitment to 
bring an awareness of the consequences that 
result when evil is allowed to flourish. They feel 
privileged and grateful to live in this wonderful 
country where their voices are being heard.

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

For Booking Contact 
Anne Stein, Speakers Bureau Coordinator 

941.923.6470  •  luvhula@gmail.com

Preparing students to  
be LEADERS and  

GLOBAL CITIZENS

Hershorin Schiff Community Day School
1050 S. Tuttle Ave. Sarasota  |  (941) 552-2770  

www.CommunityDay.org

• Preschool - 8th grade
• Rigorous, project-based curriculum
• Individualized, accelerated program
• Multiple foreign languages
• Fine arts programs daily
• Competitive athletics
• Intensive outdoor learning and play
• Convenient hours for working 
   parents
• Accredited by FCIS, FKC &     
   PRIZMAH

JCV sukkah

TEEN TRAVEL

ADVENTURES
2017 - 2018

For more information and to apply, go to

JFEDSRQ.org/TEEN-TRAVEL
or contact Andrea Eiffert at 941.552.6308 or aeiffert@jfedsrq.org

BOB MALKIN YOUNG AMBASSADORS
TEEN LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and its generous 
donors are committed to providing teen travel scholarships for the 
following educational, experiential, and exploratory programs:

• Alexander Muss High School  
in Israel  
Participate in a 6-, 8-, or 18-week 
program. Enjoy college living in a 
high school environment in Israel.

• AIPAC Policy Conference  
(March 4-6, 2018) Join more than 
18,000 pro-Israel activitsts for 
the AIPAC Policy Conference in 
Washington D.C.

• Domestic Teen Travel  
Take part in an accredited 
academic, experiential, or 
volunteer-based domestic teen 
travel program and receive a 
scholarship from The Jewish 
Federation.

• Bob Malkin Young Ambassador / 
Levenson Exchange 
Advocacy Program 
Mission to Israel  
(Tentative dates:  
June 17–July 2, 2018) 
Join other local 
10th & 11th grade 
students for a 
2-week trip of  
a lifetime.

• March of the Living  
(April 8-22, 2018) 
Participate in this 
2-week program 
bringing Jewish 
teens from 
around the world 
to Poland and 
Israel.

• SKIP  
Take part in 
an accredited 
academic, 
experiential, or 
volunteer-based 
program to 
Israel and receive 
a scholarship 
from The Jewish 
Federation.
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Raquel Vieira, a preschooler at the Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center of Temple Emanu-El, 
helps decorate the sukkah with paper chains

Temple Emanu-El children rejoice 
with Sukkot and Simchat Torah
One of the central mitzvot – 

sacred commandments – of 
the holiday of Sukkot is, 

“You shall rejoice before the Eternal 
your God.” Temple Emanu-El’s chil-
dren defi nitely observed this mitzvah 
throughout the days of Sukkot as well 
as Simchat Torah!

The festivities began with one 
of the most-anticipated “duties” of 
Temple Emanu-El children, as Temple 
Emanu-El Religious School students 
and the preschoolers of the Susan 
Schwaid Early Learning Center helped 
decorate the congregational sukkah. 

Paper chains, Stars of David, and origi-
nal drawings were created to beautify 
the sukkah and fi ll it with spirit and 
color. The sukkah became the gather-
ing place for children during the holi-
day as the preschoolers explored the 
sukkah, lulav and etrog, and religious 
school students enjoyed the annual 
“Pizza in the Hut” sukkah lunch.

As Sukkot gave way to Simchat To-
rah, children prepared to rejoice once 
more – this time in God’s gift of Torah.
Temple Emanu-El Religious School 
kindergarteners and fi rst-graders were 
given an important role in this holiday 

by helping Assistant Rabbi Michael 
Shefrin change the Torah scrolls from 
their white High Holy Day mantles 
back into the colorful mantles used 
throughout the year. The preschool-
ers were also given the opportunity to 
ascend the bimah and see and touch 
the holy scrolls. Finally, the celebra-
tion culminated with Temple Emanu-
El’s annual Simchat Torah service, 
where an entire Torah scroll was un-
rolled around the sanctuary, the newest 
Temple Emanu-El Religious School 
students were consecrated, and every 
generation rejoiced in the Torah, in the 
holiday and in the special community.

Temple Emanu-El members Sepi, Barbara, 
Ariana and Sienna Ackerman celebrate 

Simchat Torah and Ariana’s Consecration

Temple Emanu-El Religious School kindergarteners Alexandra Jeff erson and Helaina Rodarte 
hold the silver ornaments that adorn the Torah scrolls as the Torah mantles are changed

Receive up to $150 from PJ Library® to
Get Together with friends for a Jewish experience!

It’s easy! Visit pjlibrary.org/GetTogether to get started.  
The deadline to sign up is Friday, June 30th, 2017.

For more inspiration, visit pjlibrary.org/GetTogether

IDEAS FOR WHEN YOU GET TOGETHER…

SHARE A SHABBAT  
EXPERIENCE

BAKE CHALLAH  
OR MAKE TREATS

PLANT A COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

HOST A  
BOOK CLUB 

It’s easy! Visit JFEDSRQ.org/GetTogether to get started.
The deadline to sign up is December 31, 2017.

Receive up to $100 from PJ Library® to 
Get Together with friends for a Jewish experience!

Receive $100!

For more information, please contact:
Andrea Eiffert
aeiffert@jfedsrq.org or 941.552.6308

JFEDSRQ.org/PJ JFEDSRQ.org/PJOW
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The Jewish News is a monthly nonpro� t newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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Please submit your 
life cycle events 

(births, B’nai Mitzvah, 
anniversaries, 
weddings) to 

jewishnews@jfedsrq.org
Photos are 

appreciated; 
email as JPGs 

at 300ppi.

70th Dr. Laurence & Geraldine 
Ludwig
65th Marlene & Calvin Miller 
Temple Sinai
60th Jules & Carol B. Green
Temple Emanu-El
60th Howard & Susan Levin
Temple Beth Sholom
55th Sylvia & Richard Bloom
Temple Sinai
55th Donald & Barbara Bernstein
Temple Emanu-El
55th Sanford & Marlene Goldberg
Temple Beth Sholom
50th Rick & Mary Berlin
Temple Beth Sholom

ANNIVERSARIES
50th Mikki & Joel Pertofsky
Temple Sinai
50th Harriet & Marc Rosen
Temple Sinai
45th Dr. Marc & Ronni Loundy
Temple Emanu-El
35th Dr. Ira & Josie Shoulson
Temple Emanu-El
20th Lynn & Arthur Napolitano
Temple Emanu-El
15th Laura & David Einstein
Temple Sinai
10th Dave & Stacie Lowell
Temple Emanu-El 

Or give it to a friend 
to read and ask 

them to recycle it.
You can also read 
The Jewish News 

online at 
www.jfedsrq.org.

Please RECYCLE 
this newspaper!

HebrewMemorialSarasota.com

24 Hour Information at (941) 955-1075

• Chevra Kadisha 
• Pre-need Trusts
• Cremations
• Free Burial Plots 
   for Veterans/Spouse 

2426 Bee Ridge Road
Sarasota, FL 34239

•  REFORM  •  CONSERVATIVE  •  ORTHODOX  •

FUNERAL SERVICES

The Area’s ONLY Jewish Owned & Operated Funeral Home

Specializing in local burial, out-of-state transfers,  
and burial in Israel

Michael, David, Pati and Steven Gross

jfedsrq.org
SENIORS

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

During times of neeD for generations 
Jewish members of sarasota & manatee  
County Communities have turneD  
to toale brothers.

Gerry Ronkin
Jewish Family Coordinator

OFFICE

941-955-4171 
CELL

941-809-5195
www.ToaleBrothers.com

loCally owneD  
& operateD for  
over 100 years

3 generations 
of toale family 

management  

Raquel Vieira, a preschooler at the Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center of Temple Emanu-El, 
helps decorate the sukkah with paper chains

Sarasota-Manatee 
Chevra Kadisha

941.224.0778
941.377.4647
941.921.4740

1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota, FL 34237

TAHARA

941.484.2790

941.921.4740
women 

men 

941.349.3611

LEAVING TOWN?
Be sure Be sure THE JEWISH NEWSTHE JEWISH NEWSTHE JEWISH NEWS follows you. follows you. follows you.
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IN MEMORIAM
Bernard Adelstein, 89, of Sarasota, formerly of Cleveland, OH, September 30
George Andrasi, 80, of Sarasota, September 16
Marjorie J. Augustine, 94, of Sarasota, formerly of Morris, PA, September 7
 Norman G. Halpern, 90, of Sarasota, formerly of Baltimore, MD, and 
Cleveland, OH, October 26
Diana L. Kaplan, 73, of Sarasota, formerly of Parma, OH, October 1
Alan F. Katz, 83, of Sarasota, October 22
Dorothea Konigsburg, 92, of Sarasota, formerly of Haverhill, MA, October 2
Howard Lowsky, 89, of Sarasota, formerly of North Bergen, NJ, September 28
Lois O. Parrish, 85, of Sarasota, formerly of Joliet, IL, September 9
Melba Rosenbaum, 93, of Sarasota, October 1
Sheldon Ross, 87, of Sarasota, October 16
Sir Judge Gilbert A. Smith, 94, of Bradenton, October 24
Fran Timmins, 89, of Sarasota, formerly of Dayton, OH, October 21
Henry P. Jr., Trawick, 91, of Sarasota, September 29
Martin S. Wilder, 80, of Sarasota, October 6
Ida Wilkof, 101, of Sarasota, formerly of New York, NY, October 23
Stephen Allen Witzer, 70, of Sarasota, formerly of Philadelphia, PA, October 10
Sir Nicholas J. ‘Nick’ Zec, 85, of Bradenton, formerly of Chicago, IL, 
September 30 

BAR MITZVAH
Cameron Gerber, son of Dr. Joel Gerber & Jean Marie Lucas, December 2, 
Temple Emanu-El

How do I get items in The Jewish News?
Email your articles and photos to jewishnews18@gmail.com.

What are The Jewish News deadlines?
Items are due the 25th of each month, or earlier if the 25th falls 
on a weekend or holiday.

Where can I get a copy of The Jewish News?
Papers are available at several local libraries, synagogues and 
offi  ces throughout Sarasota-Manatee. Have a location where 
you would like to see the newspaper? Contact Brieana Duckett-
Graves at bdgraves@jfedsrq.org or 941.371.4546 x0.

How do I place an ad in The Jewish News?
Contact Robin Leonardi, account executive, at 941.552.6307 
or rleonardi@jfedsrq.org.

F
A
Q

Temple Emanu-El members Sepi, Barbara, 
Ariana and Sienna Ackerman celebrate 

Simchat Torah and Ariana’s Consecration

The Jewish News is a monthly nonpro� t newspaper supported by generous readers, committed advertisers and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee.
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FIND YOUR LIGHT
And share it with those who need it most. You have the capacity. Just like the candles you add 
to the menorah, you can bring light, warmth and comfort to those who are struggling without 
them. * Your gift to Jewish Federation delivers 
relief and brightens the lives of thousands 
of people at home, in Israel and in more 
than 70 countries worldwide. * Find your 
light. Federation will help it shine.

          
NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: _________________________________________________________________________   E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________________________________   BIRTHDATE: ___________________________________

PAYMENT METHOD (CHECK ONE):    o CHECK    o VISA    o MC    o AMEX 

TOTAL $ ENCLOSED: ___________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD NUMBER: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   EXPIRATION DATE: ______________________________ 

SECURITY CODE: ________________________________________ SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 
1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE. OUR REGISTRATION NUMBER IS SC-00449. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION 
BY THE STATE.                                                                                                                          

Make checks payable to:
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Mail to:
580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota, FL  34232

17JNHAN

 AMOUNT o  $18  o  $36 o  $90 o  OTHER: ____________ (USD)

o  I have already included The Federation in my will, estate plan or by beneficiary designation.  
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“History of Israel”
In this day of incessant misinformation about the Jewish homeland, it 
is incumbent upon everyone to fi ll in the gaps in his factual reservoir of 
the Land of Israel’s history in order to combat growing myths, miscon-
ceptions, distortions and outright falsehoods about the Holy Land. This 
fi ve-part course will focus on Israel’s history during the time periods of: 
Biblical; First and Second Temples; Diaspora; growth of Zionism; and the 
State of Israel. Classes take place at 10:30 a.m. on Fridays, December 1, 8, 
15, 22 and 29 at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. 
Cost: $10 per adult per class; $5 per student; $36 for the series; healthy 
foods and discussion materials included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman 
at 941.313.9239.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1

CHJ presents Dennis Maley
Following its 10:30 a.m. Shabbat service, the Congregation for Humanistic 
Judaism, which meets at Unity (3023 Proctor Rd., Sarasota), will introduce 
Dennis Maley, a featured columnist and editor for The Bradenton Times. 
Maley is a former Captain in the United States Army and a graduate of 
Shippensburg University, where he studied Government and Economics. 
Author of several works of fi ction, including the 2015 novel, A Long Road 
Home, Maley delves into the practical, scientifi c and historic arguments 
for atheism. The title of his talk is “The Failure of Government Institutions 
to Properly Maintain the Constitutional Separation Between Church and 
State.” The event is free and open to the public. For more information, visit 
chj-sarasota.org or call 941.929.7771.

Rhythm and Jews Erev Shabbat Worship Service
Join Rabbi Michael Churgel and Chazzan Cliff  Abramson at 6:00 p.m. 
for our Rhythm and Jews Shabbat Worship Service and hear the Bruno 
Family Musicians as they join Rabbi and Chazzan for an uplifting service 
with a variety of traditional, Israeli, Sephardic and Chassidic melodies. 
A welcome reception begins at 5:15 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 South 
Lockwood Ridge Road (enter off  of Proctor Road only, between Beneva 
and Swift). For more information, call the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 
or email offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2

Babyccino
This exciting program at Chabad ventures out into a place where motherhood 
and childhood happily intersect, creating and off ering ways to engage both 
parents and children at the same time. Babyccino provides a chic meet 
for mod moms and their tots, and features centers for creative art and 
expression, Judaic discovery, music and movement, sensory stimulation, 
dramatic play, parallel play and social interaction. The program takes place 
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. on Sundays, December 3, 10 and 17 at Chabad of 
Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. Sugges-
ted donation: $10 per class or $250 annually. For more information, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3

Temple Sinai’s Men’s Club breakfast and program
Join the Men’s Club for a delicious breakfast and an interesting program 
on “Judaism and Vegetarianism” presented by Jeff rey Cohan, Executive 
Director of the Jewish Vegetarians of North America. The event begins at 
9:30 a.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Road (enter off  of 
Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For more information, call 
David Weiss at 941.587.3691.

Women of Sinai dinner and movie
Join the Women of Sinai for a delicious Chinese dinner and a screening of 
The Last Mentsch, about a Hungarian Holocaust survivor. The fi lm will be 
followed by a thought-provoking discussion led by Carole Kleinberg. The 
event begins at 5:00 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge 
Road (enter off  of Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). Mail 
your $25 check to Patty Schreiber, 4010 Wilshire Circle East, Sarasota, FL 
34238. For more information, call Janet Tolbert at 941.388.9624 or Karen 
Witte at 941.666.8777.

As Jewish 
Families 

Gather for  
the Holidays

Happy  
New Year

DATE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6
PLACE THE JEWISH FEDERATION, 580 McIntosh Rd.
TIME 10:30am – 12:00pm

We love our extended families. But sometimes, when we all get 
together, there can be some unpleasant fireworks. 
 Our best intentions can be disrupted when old or  

new squabbles reveal themselves. Even in the most healthy  
of families there can be tensions.

Join Community Chaplain Rabbi Jonathan R. Katz in exploring  
how to contend with conflict when families gather this time of year.  
Helpful insight and guidance along with some nice doses of humor 

will be shared during this inventive opportunity for exchange.  

To register for this program, sponsored by JFCS  
and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee,  

please call 941-366-2224 ext. 166
or visit jfedsrq.org/events

DATE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6

How to handle family flaps, fallouts, and 
frays during Hanukkah and New Year’s

SPACE IS LIMITED, SO PLEASE RESERVE BEFORE DECEMBER 3

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

In honor of Israel’s 70th anniversary of 
statehood, The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-

Manatee will host a season of exciting 
programs designed to celebrate Israel — arts 
and culture, food, film and so much more!  
We are so grateful to our sponsors for making 
this celebration possible.

FEDERATION TORCH SPONSORS
LEON R. AND MARGARET M. ELLIN 

ROBERT AND ESTHER HELLER COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
NAIDITCH FAMILY FOUNDATION

LEAD SPONSORS
LARRY GREENSPON AND MARY GRATEHOUSE

GOLD SPONSOR
GERARD DANIEL

SILVER SPONSORS
BOB CASPER

HELEN AND LEN GLASER
JUDD MALKIN AND KATHERINE CHEZ

MEDIA PARTNERS

ROBERT AND ESTHER HELLER COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE000000000000000000000000000000000000777777777777777777777070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070777777777777777777777070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777070007070700070070007070700070
A CELEBRATION  
HIGHLIGHTING 
THE BEAUTY  

AND WONDER  
OF ISRAEL!
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Read the current and previous editions of The Jewish News online at www.jfedsrq.org.

Women’s Day
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us at 11:30 a.m. in the Michael’s On East Ballroom (1212 S. East 
Ave., Sarasota) to hear two-time U.S. Gymnastic Olympian, Aly Raisman. 
Tickets start at $80 plus a minimum gift of $100 toward The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee’s development eff orts. Please register 
for tickets online at www.jfedsrq.org/events.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4

NCJW’s “The Blankee Bee”
The National Council of Jewish Women has an ongoing project called 
“The Blankee Bee.” The project has involved its members in making no-
sew fl eece blankets which have been distributed to various agencies, such 
as Manatee Community Action Agency, HIPPY (Home Instruction for 
Parents of Preschool Youngsters), residents of Anchin Pavilion, patients 
at the Florida Cancer Center, and children at Camp Mariposa as a joint 
venture with JFCS. Join us from 10:00 a.m. to noon on The Federation 
Campus (580 McIntosh Road, Sarasota) to make these blankets. For more 
information, please contact Joan Bour at 941.281.2133 or joanbour5@
yahoo.com.

Fifty Shades of J Chanukah Celebration
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
This celebration is an opportunity for singles and couples to meet new 
and old friends. Ages 50 and over are welcome. The event takes place 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Louies Modern, 1289 North Palm Ave., Sarasota. 
Please register online at www.jfedsrq.org/events. For more information, 
contact Debbie Sanford at 941.706.0033 or dsanford@jfedsrq.org.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5

“A Cup of Joe and the Five Books of Mo”
Rabbi Michael Werbow’s discussion group, “A Cup of Joe and the Five 
Books of Mo,” takes place from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. on Tuesdays, December 
5, 12 and 19 at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota. The 
java and Torah discussion fl ow while personal meaning is found through 
an exploration of rabbinic texts relating to the weekly parsha. There is no 
cost. New participants are always welcome. For more information, contact 
the temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

CTeen – Latke Wars!
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Teens are invited to celebrate Chanukah with Latke Wars! They will com-
pete to see who can create the tastiest and most creative latkes. They will 
also host a Dreidel Tournament for the community, raising money for 
Kollel Chabad, an organization that feeds the hungry in Israel. The event 
takes place from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine 
Road, Bradenton. Special thanks to The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee for sponsoring CTeen 5778. Annual CTeen membership is $180 
and includes all events, trips and dinners, excluding the International 
Shabbaton. For more information, please contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 
941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

92Y@TBI – “How the Six-Day War 
Transformed the Middle East”

The 1967 Six-Day War altered the geopolitical landscape of the Middle 
East. Its aftermath has defi ned the contours of the Arab-Israeli confl ict, 
inter-Arab politics, Israeli politics, and U.S. relations with the region since. 
Moderator: Jane Eisner, Editor-in-Chief, The Forward. Panelists: Ambas-
sador Dennis Ross, Counselor and William Davidson Distinguished Fel-
low at The Washington Institute for Near East Policy; Ambassador Itamar 
Rabinovich, Israel’s former Ambassador to the United States. The event 
begins at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Israel, 567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat 
Key. Cost: $15 at the door and $10 with advance reservations; free for 
Temple Beth Israel members. Call 941.383.3428 to register.

20% Off
Dry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry CleaningDry Cleaning
Available only at these locations:

* Excludes leathers, rugs, and wedding dresses

5000 Clark Rd., Sarasota
8382 S Tamiami Trail Sarasota

Coupon code 256

SarasotaCraftShow.com 

The Suncoast’s Premier 
Indoor Fine Art &

Craft Show

ROBARTS ARENA   DEC. 1-3

SARASOTA

AMERICAN FINE 

CRAFT SHOW 

BUY TICKETS ONLINE & SAVE

120
Jury Selected 
Contemporary 
Artists & 
Designers

HENRY
LEVINE

SHEKINA
RYDOY

ANDY COSTINE

MICHELE 
LALONDE

SHOW HOURS     
Fri & Sat  Dec. 1 & 2: 10am-5pm    
Sun Dec. 3:  10am-4pm

ADMISSION 
Adults $12 • Seniors $11 (65+) 
Students $6 • Wkd Pass $13
Children under 10 FREE
CASH ONLY AT THE DOOR

ROBARTS ARENA
3000 Ringling Blvd., 
Sarasota, FL 

ANDY COSTINE

jewelry

fashion

ceramic

mixed media

sculpture

furniture

wood

painting

metal

glass

fiber

NANCY 
RYALL

ALLAN 
BENNETT

9th YEAR
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Fifty Shades of J Chanukah Celebration

“A Grandmother’s Tribute to Sholem Aleichem”
Join Aviva’s Education Consultant, Judith Yaeger, as she shares stories and 
memories of the deep-rooted Yiddish identity she received from her grand-
mother’s retelling of Sholem Aleichem. This free event begins at 11:00 
a.m. at Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. 
For more information or to register, call 941.757.8520 or email RSVP@
AvivaSeniorLife.org.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6

Temple Emanu-El “Lunch with the Rabbis”
Are you looking for a great lunch date? Join Rabbi Brenner Glickman, 
Rabbi Michael Shefrin and friendly, interesting companions for lunch, 
socializing and discussion of current events and subjects of Jewish 
interest! All are invited to this popular, stimulating and enjoyable program. 
Attendees are asked to bring a brown-bag lunch and are also welcome to 
bring a newspaper article for discussion. Homemade desserts and terrifi c 
company are provided. The event begins at noon at Temple Emanu-
El, 151 McIntosh Road. For more information, call the temple offi  ce at 
941.371.2788.

Idelson Library Book Review
Temple Beth Sholom’s Idelson Library off ers book reviews that present 
unusual perspectives on the Jewish experience Dr. Earl Prohofsky will 
review Einstein: The Life of a Genius by Walter Isaacson from 1:15 to 
3:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota. Light 
refreshments are served. No charge. For more information, please contact 
the temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or info@templebethsholomfl .org.

92nd Street Y broadcast & screening of Denial
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
This is an exciting double event! Watch Denial, a historical fi lm that 
recounts Deborah Lipstadt’s legal battle for truth against David Irving, 
who accused her of libel when she declared him a Holocaust denier. In 
the English legal system, in cases of libel, the burden of proof is on the 
defendant, therefore it was up to Lipstadt and her legal team to prove the 
essential truth that the Holocaust occurred. Then stay for the 92nd Street 
Y conversation with Deborah Lipstadt! Pizza will be provided. The event 
begins at 5:00 p.m. at Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch, 5150 
Peridia Blvd. E., Bradenton. Cost: $5. No RSVP needed. Bring friends. 
For more information, please call the temple offi  ce at 941.755.4900.

“Just Who Were the Maccabees?”
The little-known volumes of the Books of Maccabees are worthy of study 
and deep discussion, although they were excluded from the Jewish Bible. 
Book I, covering the period from 175 BCE to 135 BCE, is a historical 
religious text for one of the most important periods of Jewish history, 
when our Maccabees rose up against the Greek tyrant, Antiochus, who 
“ insolently entered the sanctuary and took away the golden altar,” causing 
the world’s fi rst war for religious freedom. Classes take place at 2:00 p.m. 
on Thursdays, December 7, 14, 21 and 28 at the Al Katz Center, 5710 
Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult per class; $5 per student; 
healthy foods and discussion materials included. To RSVP, call Beverly 
Newman at 941.313.9239.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7

“The Global Identity of Being a Jew”
Maor Ben-Arie, the Israeli Federation Emissary, will join Aviva residents 
and guests as they discuss what it means to be a Jew in the 21st century 
in a global perspective. Using Maor’s experience as an emissary and 
the experiences of other global Jews, the event will take a closer look 
at how Jews around the world are diff erent and yet still one community. 
This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. at Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life, 
1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. For more information or to register, call 
941.757.8520 or email RSVP@AvivaSeniorLife.org.

Rosh Chodesh Society course
All women are invited to join Chabad of Sarasota’s Rosh Chodesh Society 
course entitled “Pause & Aff ect.” Although this is a 7-part monthly course, 
each segment stands alone. This month’s segment, entitled “Glow of 
Peace,” will explore the nature of light and how the kindling of the Shabbat 
candles creates the perfect setting to welcome the Shabbat. Following the 
class, participants will enjoy learning to make new and refreshing salads to 
enhance the Shabbat table. Refreshments will be served. The event begins 
at 7:15 p.m. at Chabad of Sarasota, 7700 Beneva Road. Refreshments will 
be served. For assistance with underwriting this course, appreciation is 
extended to Anne Stein. Cost: free for Rebbetzin Circle, $10 for members, 
$12 for nonmembers. Anyone joining N’shei Chabad Women’s Rosh 
Chodesh Society class for the fi rst time is our guest at no charge. For more 
information or to RSVP, call Sara Steinmetz at 941.925.0770 or email 
NCWSarasota@gmail.com.

For prices and a brochure listing over 175 adult  
enrichment courses, lectures and special events call  

941-383-8811 or visit www.lbkeducationcenter.org
5370 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE  
(IN THE CENTRE SHOPS OF LONGBOAT KEY)

THE LONGBOAT KEY EDUCATION CENTER IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, 
501 (c ) (3) EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION.

www.lbkeducationcenter.org

 C O U R S E S
Tuesdays W SAGACITY OF THE BIBLE 

Rachel Zohar Dulin, Ph.D..
January 9 – January 30 .................. 9:00 AM–10:30 AM    

Wednesdays W WANDERINGS: TWO THOUSAND YEARS   
 OF JEWISH DISPERSION 

Ken Hanson, Ph.D. 
February 7 and February 14  ....... 1:00 PM–2:30 PM  

Thursdays W MAMA LOSHEN—YIDDISH IS ALIVE AND WELL!
Betty Silberman
January 4–January 25  ................... 1:00 PM–2:30 PM  

 LEARN HOW TO PLAY MAH JONGG  
Joyce Doran 

 February 1 – March 8...................... 11:00 AM–12:30 PM 

  JEWISH/ISRAELI FILM FESTIVAL
Susan Goldfarb, Michael Givant and Special

 Guest Facilitators 
February 1 – March 8...................... 2:15 PM–5:00 PM  

 

Enjoy our Jewish programs 
in January, February and March 2018

ONE-TIME LECTURES 
TUESDAYS, 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM 

January 9
W  In Celebration Of Israel’s 70th Anniversary— 

Looking Back and Looking Forward  
Thomas O. Hecht, Ph.D.

March 6
W Jerusalem As Sacred Center And Symbol  

From The Time Of King David  To The Present 
Elizabeth Bloch-Smith, Ph.D.

March 20
W American Jewry and Baseball

Bud Livingston

THEATRE SHOWCASE
A Powerful, Riveting, One-Woman Show!

Friday, January 12  •  3:00 – 4:30 PM 

ALIVE, UNABASHED AND PASSIONATE— 
EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN OF THE BIBLE  

Experience a new and exciting way  
to look at the heroines of the Bible

— Q and A follows —

Rachel Zohar Dulin, Ph.D., biblical scholar,  
lecturer and performer
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Susan Goldfarb, Michael Givant and Special
Guest Facilitators
February 1 – March 8...................... 2:15 PM–5:00 PMFebruary 1 – March 8

Susan Goldfarb, Michael Givant and Special
Guest Facilitators
February 1 – March 8

     SOLD OUT

Friendly 
but 
serious 
game!

Do you play???
Thursdays / 12pm to 4ish
Jerusalem room, Federation Campus  
582 mCintosh road

$5 pie.

Contact Marilyn Oslander
941.951.2029
marasota@yahoo.com

ederation Campus

Contact Marilyn Oslander

Seasoned 

Bridge... Anyone?
The Bridge Group meets Thursday  

afternoons from 1:00–4:00 pm  
on the Federation Campus  

(582 McIntosh Road).   
Open to intermediate  

and advanced bridge players.  
For more information,  

call Bob Satnick
at 941.538.3739

Thursdays / 12pm to 4ish
Jerusalem Room, Federation Campus 

(582 McIntosh Road)
$5 pie.  

Friendly but serious game!
Contact Marilyn Oslander

941.951.2029
marasota@yahoo.com
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Israeli Film Series for Teens
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The Israeli Film Series for Teens – sponsored by Temple Emanu-El’s 
Israel Committee and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee 
– continues with a screening of The Other Son. This acclaimed Israeli 
fi lm tells the story of two baby boys – one Jewish, one Arab – who are 
accidentally switched at birth, and what happens many years later when the 
mistake is discovered. A pizza lunch will be served, and a discussion with 
community shaliach Maor Ben-Arie will follow the fi lm. All area teens are 
warmly invited to this special afternoon at 12:15 p.m. at Temple Emanu-
El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. Free, with reservations appreciated. For 
more information or to RSVP, contact Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman at 
941.379.1997 or elaine-glickman@comcast.net.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10

Screening of Starting Over Again
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Starting Over Again, an award-winning documentary, tells the story about 
Egyptian Jews between 1948 and 1956. The story is told by 20 witnesses 
who narrate their own experiences. The fi lm covers personal memories 
through interviews, historical events and footages. The screening (a 
Florida premiere) takes place at 4:00 p.m. at Temple Beth Israel, 567 
Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key. The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee is sponsoring this event with a generous donation as part of the 
community’s Israel @ 70 celebration. There is no charge for Temple Beth 
Israel members. The cost for nonmembers is $10 for advance reservations 
and $15 at the door. Reservations may be made by calling the temple offi  ce 
at 941.383.3428.

“Age of Wisdom”
Dr. Rachel Dulin, a provocative, articulate and internationally-known 
lecturer and educator, will discuss what the Bible teaches us about life 
cycles and aging. A hot breakfast will be served before the program, which 
begins at 9:30 a.m. at Jewish Congregation of Venice, 600 N. Auburn Road. 
A question-and-answer session will follow the presentation. Donation: $7. 
To RSVP or for more information, call the JCV offi  ce at 941.484.2022.

Torah Fund Day of Study and Brunch
The Sisterhood of Temple Beth Sholom invites you to a Brunch ‘n’ Learn 
Gala honoring Dr. Randi Brodsky as this year’s Light of Torah. Brunch 
is served at 11:00 a.m., followed by a study and discussion, led by Rabbi 
Jennifer Singer, as she brings the Torah Fund theme of Mah Tovu to life. 
Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle 
Avenue, Sarasota. Cost: $40; separate donations to Torah Fund welcome. 
For more information, please contact Joan Braude at 941.981.5498 or 
msbraude@hotmail.com.

Brandeis Annual Asolo Musical Matinee
Please join Brandeis National Committee members for an 11:30 a.m. 
pre-performance talk, followed by a 12:30 p.m. catered lunch on the 
mezzanine, and the 2:00 p.m. production of the musical Evita at the Asolo 
Theatre, 5555 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. Cost: $95 for BNC members 
and $110 for guests. For more information, please contact Janet Tolbert 
at 941.388.9624 or janetrtolbert@gmail.com, or Maris Margolis at 
941.757.3012 or grandmakabat@aol.com.

“The Maccabees’ First Chanukah in Israel”
One could say that the fi rst celebration of Chanukah took place in ancient 
Israel in the year 165 BCE after the Maccabees liberated the Holy Temple, 
desecrated by the pagan Greeks. This program will explore, through dis-
cussions and videos, the roots of many of the familiar Chanukah traditions 
with direct links to their origins in Israel, with a special “Music of Light” 
concert at 2:00 p.m. by Israeli piano virtuoso Eleonora Lvov. Chanukah 
gifts for all ages will be sold. Join us at the Al Katz Center, 5710 Cor-
tez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; Chanukah 
foods and discussion materials included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman 
at 941.313.9239.

Comedy Central Live at Chabad of Sarasota
Chabad of Sarasota’s 14th annual comedy night features Jessica Kirson 
and her unique style and captivating stage presence. Jessica has been 
featured on various television shows, including Last Comic Standing, The 
Tonight Show with Jay Leno and The View. She was awarded “Best Female 
Comic” by the MAC association in New York City and recently accepted 
the Nightlight Award for “Best Stand-Up Comedian” in New York City. 
The evening of comedy begins at 7:00 p.m. at Chabad of Sarasota, 7700 
Beneva Road. Mini-desserts, soft drinks and wine will be served. At 6:30 
p.m. there will be a private pre-show for the event sponsors. The cost per 
ticket is $40; be an event sponsor for $500. For more information or to 
purchase your ticket, call 941.925.0770.

Board Certiied American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgeons
Podiatric Consultants for the Sarasota Ballet of Florida since 1994

Paul G. Yungst, DPM, DABFAS
              Robert Frimmel, DPM, DABFAS
       Craig Conti, DPM, DABFAS             

              Candice Kepich, DPM, DABFAS
             

Waldemere Medical Plaza
1921 Waldemere St, Ste 106

Sarasota, Fl  34239

941-917-6232
www.sarasotafootcarecenter.com

Beneva Square
7246 S. Beneva Rd.
Sarasota, Fl  34238

941-921-1458

Sarasota Foot Care Center, PA
Urology Treatment Center

BARZELL • BREGG • GREEN • CAREY • KAPLON

WINSTON E. BARZELL, MD, FACS, FRCS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

KENNETH J. BREGG, MD, FACS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

JOSHUA T. GREEN, MD, FACS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

ROBERT I. CAREY, MD, PhD, FACS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

Fellowship trained in Robotic Surgery, Laparoscopy & Endourology

DANIEL M. KAPLON, MD, FACS
Diplomate of the American Board of Urology

Fellowship trained in Robotic Surgery, Laparoscopy & Endourology

3325 S. Tamiami Trail Suite 200
Sarasota, FL 34239

5350 University Pkwy Suite 207
Sarasota, FL 34243

PH: 941.917.8488     FAX: 941.917.8475
urologytreatmentcenter.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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Give the Gift of Live Theatre

MAINSTAGE
Once
Book by Enda Walsh with music and lyrics by Glen Hansard 
and Markéta Irglová. Based on the motion picture written 
and directed by John Carney.

8-Time Tony Award-Winner! An 
unforgettable story about going for 
your dreams and the power your dreams and the power 
of music to connect us all.
“Evocative” - The New York Times

Heisenberg 
By Simon Stephens

An electric encounter thrusts two 
strangers into a fascinating and 
life-changing game. life-changing game. 
“Emotionally charged” - The New York Times

Native Gardens
By Karen Zacarias

 Friendly neighbors turn into feuding 
adversaries in this comedic battle 
of the backyard.
“Ample humor and wit” - Broadway World

Honor KillingHonor Killing
By  Sarah Bierstock

An American reporter for 
The New York Times heads to Pakistan 
to cover the honor killing of a 
young woman. 
WORLD PREMIERE

FST Improv
EVERY SATURDAY 
“Hilarious” - Sarasota Herald Tribune

IMPROV

CABARET
Mack The Knife: 
The Bobby Darin Songbook
By  Richard Hopkins, Rebecca Hopkins, and Catherine Randazzo 
Arrangements by Jim Prosser

Celebrating the spirited and immense 
talent of one of the great performers 
of the 20th century.of the 20th century.
“Impressive arrangements”  
- Sarasota Herald-Tribune 
Blue Suede Shoes
By Richard Hopkins and Rebecca Hopkins. Arrangements by Jim Prosser.

From the father of Rock ‘N’ Roll, 
Chuck Berry, to The King himself, Chuck Berry, to The King himself, 
Elvis Presley, this revue celebrates 
the birth of rock and roll.

Shakespeare’s 
Greatest Hits
By Richard Hopkins and Rebecca Hopkins. Arrangements by Jim Prosser. 
Additional material by Greg London and Alexander Hehr.

This tongue-in-cheek musical revue 
is a collection of songs inspired by 
the world’s greatest playwright. the world’s greatest playwright. 

FLORIDA STUDIO THEATRE

Richard Hopkins,  Producing Artistic Director

Sponsored in part by the 
Department of State, 
Division of Cultural Affairs, 
the Florida Council on Arts 
and Culture, and the State 
of Florida. 941-366-9000

�oridastudiotheatre.org
1241 N. Palm Avenue, Downtown Sarasota
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Israeli Film Series for Teens

“Age of Wisdom”

Day trip to Bunker Hill Vineyard and Winery
Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood warmly invites you to a fun day trip to 
Bunker Hill Vineyard and Winery in Parrish (8905 Bunker Hill Road) at 
11:00 a.m. Bunker Hill is an eco-friendly winery with handcrafted wines, 
jams, jellies, marmalades and more. Enjoy a tour of the beautiful grounds 
and vineyards, taste their wines and sample their homemade goodies, 
and explore this local treasure. A buff et lunch is included. Attendees are 
also urged to bring empty wine bottles for recycling as part of Bunker 
Hill’s eco-friendly ethos. Cost: $15 per person. For more information or to 
RSVP, call Mollie Sernau at 941.388.0863.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11

NCJW Book Club
The National Council of Jewish Women’s Book Club will meet at 1:00 
p.m. at the Gulf Gate Library at 7112 Curtiss Ave., Sarasota. The book for 
discussion is A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles. The club usually 
meets the second Monday of the month. For more information and to sign 
up, email Barbara Aferiat at barbara@aferiat.com.

Shonim B’Yachad Art Exhibit
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Shonim B’Yachad is an artistic educational project which aims to endow the 
values of equality, tolerance, recognizing the “other,” and shared existence. 
Central to the project is an exhibition of artwork which was created by 
students of a variety of ages and backgrounds from Israel. Don’t miss this 
self-guided tour of the artwork from the original collection. The exhibit 
is open to the public from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Ringling College of 
Art & Design, Diane Roskamp Exhibition Hall, 2700 N. Tamiami trail, 
Sarasota. For more information, contact Debbie Sanford at 941.706.0033 
or dsanford@jfedsrq.org.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12

Chanukah Israel Celebration
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join Chabad at 6:00 p.m. at the annual Chanukah Celebration & Menorah 
Lighting held at Lakewood Ranch Main Street featuring an Israel Charity 
Box Menorah, Freylach Band concert, Falafel with Yoav, a kosher BBQ, 
Kona’s Ice Truck, doughnut decorating and hot latkes. Fun activities include 
face painting, Judah the Maccabee, a dreidel moon bounce, Chanukah art, 
storytime booth, raffl  es and more. This event is sponsored by Lakewood 
Ranch Main Street and The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. 
Admission is free. Nominal food fees apply. For more information, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

Mitzvah Knitting Group at Temple Emanu-El
Are you a knitter or crocheter interested in using your talent to brighten 
the lives of others while making new friends? If so, please come to the 
Mitzvah Knitting Group sponsored by Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood. We 
gather monthly to craft and socialize, and our beautiful handiwork has 
been donated to local new parents as well as needy families in Sarasota-
Manatee and in Israel. Bring your needles or crochet hook and a favorite 
pattern – we’ll supply the yarn and great company! The group meets at 
10:00 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sarasota. For more 
information, email Susan Bernstein at susanhope22@comcast.net.

Chanukah Songs for All – Israeli-Style
While the four Hebrew letters on most dreidels stand for the words “A 
Great Miracle Happened There,” the letters on Israeli dreidels stand for “A 
Great Miracle Happened Here.” Many familiar Chanukah songs have their 
roots in the miracles that happened in ancient Israel. Early Zionists such 
as Theodor Herzl adopted Chanukah as a celebration of Jewish national 
strength. Come to a wonderful celebration of Chanukah music Israeli-
style for young and old. Join us at 2:00 p.m. at the Al Katz Center, 5710 
Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; healthy 
foods and discussion materials included. To RSVP, call Beverly Newman 
at 941.313.9239.

Chanukah Menorah Lighting in Englewood
Join Chabad of Venice & North Port at 5:30 p.m. to celebrate the fi rst 
night of Chanukah in Englewood (420 W. Dearborn St. at Vino Loco 
Wines) with music, latkes and donuts. Bring the entire family and make 
this your special Chanukah celebration. The event is free and open to the 
public. For more information, please contact Rabbi Sholom Schmerling at 
941.493.2770 or rabbi@chabadofvenice.com.

Chanukah Community Celebration
Join Chabad of West Bradenton for a menorah lighting, hot latkes, 
doughnuts, crafts for children, a raffl  e and more Chanukah fun for all 
ages. This free event begins at 6:00 p.m. in the Desoto Mall (near the food 
court), 303 301 Blvd. W., Bradenton. For more information, contact Rabbi 
Zev Steinmetz at 941.735.9049 or info@chabadofwestbradenton.com.

Chanukah 
begins 

Tuesday 
night, 

December 12

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
Jan. 11 • 7:30 p.m. • Van Wezel

Cleveland Orchestra
Jan. 29 • 7:30 p.m. • Van Wezel

Gil Shaham, Violin
Akira Eguchi, Piano

Feb. 21 • 7:30 p.m. • Van Wezel

Staatskapelle Weimar
Feb. 26 • 7:30 p.m. • Van Wezel

Takács String Quartet
March 16 • 7:30 p.m. • Riverview PAC

Emanuel Ax, piano
April 3 • 7:30 p.m. • Van Wezel

941-225-6500
www.scasarasota.org
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GREAT PERFORMERS SERIES
Bringing You World Renowned Musicians

Sarasota Concert Association • 2018

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

jfedsrq.org
FAMILY

Sarasota  |  Westfield Siesta Key  |  3501 S. Tamiami Trail  |  941-362-3692

toojays.com  |  

From our kitchen to yours!
For home, office, family and friends, let 

TooJay’s handle your Holiday Feast!

Our famous Oven-Roasted Whole Turkey comes 
in many different packages to suit your needs.

À la carte Turkey options also available. Ask about our fresh baked dessert
selections and our delicious side dishes by the pound.

Robin Leonardi • 941.552.6307
rleonardi@jfedsrq.org

TheJewishNews.org
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For more information, contact Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109

QUESTIONS? Contact Co-Chairs Rosann A. Black at RosannIsrael70@gmail.com  
or Melissa Howard at MelissaIsrael70@gmail.com

 ?  SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2018
12:00 – 5:00 PM 

We Love Israel Shuk featuring Vendors, Food  
and Entertainment at The Jewish Federation Campus

 ?  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2018
 7:00 PM 

Ethiopian Israeli Hip-Hop DuoCafe Shahor Hazak  
(Strong Black Coffee) at Sahib Shriners Convention Hall

 ?  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2018
11:00 AM

Cafe Shahor Hazak - Ethiopian Israeli Cultural Day  
with Activities for All Ages at Temple Sinai 

• Ethiopian National Project • Artists4Israel

 ?  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2018
Two Seatings: 5:00 and 8:00 PM

Celebrity Israeli Chef Einat Admony  
at Louies Modern

 ?  SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2018
7:00 PM

Happy Birthday Israel! at Robarts Arena  
 featuring the Keshet Chaim Dance Ensemble  

and The Shuk Band

 DATE ORGANIZATION EVENT NAME* 
 DECEMBER 10 Temple Beth Israel Documentary: Starting Over Again
 DECEMBER 12 Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch Chanukah Israel Celebration
 DECEMBER 17 Chabad of Sarasota  A Taste of Chanukah 2017 
 DECEMBER 17 Chabad of Venice & North Port Chanukah Israel Klezmer Festival
 JANUARY 16 Chabad of Venice & North Port Jerusalem Uncovered: The Archaelogical Claim  
        to Jerusalem
 JANUARY 23 Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium Luncheon: Israel-Mote Partnership
 JANUARY 28 Temple Sinai 10th Annual Food Festival Celebrating Israel
 

 at The Jewish Federation Campus

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000777777777777777070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070777777777777777070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070070007070700070777777777777777777777070007070700070

      CELEBRATE WITH US!

  Interested in sponsoring Israel@70?
    Contact Ilene Fox at 941.343.2111 
     or ifox@jfedsrq.org

S P O N S O R E D  B Y
VISIT  
JFEDSRQ.ORG/ISRAEL70 
FOR ALL DETAILS

A CELEBRATION  
HIGHLIGHTING 

THE BEAUTY  
AND WONDER  

OF ISRAEL!

GOLD SPONSOR
GERARD DANIEL

For a complete list of partner events, visit jfedsrq.org/Israel70

MEDIA PARTNERS

SILVER SPONSORS
BOB CASPER  |  HELEN AND LEN GLASER  |  JUDD MALKIN AND KATHERINE CHEZ

OUR FEDERATION  
IS PROUD TO PARTNER  
WITH AREA SYNAGOGUES AND ORGANIZATIONS TO HELP BRING ISRAEL @ 70  
TO SARASOTA-MANATEE AND CELEBRATE WITH AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE!

FEDERATION TORCH SPONSORS
LEON R. AND MARGARET M. ELLIN  |  ROBERT AND ESTHER HELLER COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE  |  NAIDITCH FAMILY FOUNDATION

LEAD SPONSORS
LARRY GREENSPON AND MARY GRATEHOUSE
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The Bridge Group  
meets Thursday  

afternoons from  
1:00–4:00 pm on the  

Federation Campus  
(582 McIntosh Road).   

Open to intermediate  
and advanced bridge players. 

Anyone?

 
                             call Bob Satnick at 941.538.3739

The Bridge Group
meets 

afternoons
1:00–4:00 pm

Federation Campus 
(582 McIntosh Road).  

Open to intermediate 
and advanced bridge players. 

Anyone?Anyone?
Bridge... 

For  
more  

information

Women’s Giving Circle Open House
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join us at 10:00 a.m. at the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, 
2635 Fruitville Road, Sarasota. Guest speaker Simone Knego will discuss 
the Ethiopian National Project “Space” Program. Bring a friend or two 
and learn about the exciting projects we have supported. RSVP by Friday, 
December 1 to Debbie Sanford at 941.706.0033 or dsanford@jfedsrq.org.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13

“Women Inventors”
Join the National Council of Jewish Women for a very interesting and 
informative program titled “Women Inventors.” The guest speaker is Jane 
Glennan, an educator and actress with a passion for history, women’s 
issues and social justice. Jane has done extensive research on people 
and movements that have changed the course of American history. A 
Chanukah, holiday or just something for yourself boutique will run the 
whole afternoon. Come and have a fun afternoon starting at noon at 
Prestancia Golf Club, 4409 Tournament Players Club Drive, Sarasota. The 
cost is $25. For more information or to RSVP, email Shirley Pollack at 
shirlbs@comcast.net.

Children’s Chanukah Celebration
Children ages 5+ will be enthralled with the hands-on opportunity to make 
their very own chocolate Chanukah gelt and window display electric 
menorah. This fantastic holiday event begins at 4:45 p.m. at Chabad of 
Sarasota’s Weinstein Jewish Enrichment Program at 7700 Beneva Road. 
The cost is $10 per child; free for JEP participants. Advance reservations 
are necessary. For more information or to make reservations, call the 
Chabad offi  ce at 941.925.0770.

Menorah Lighting at Five Points Park
All are welcome to join a Menorah Lighting at Five Points Park in Down-
town Sarasota at 6:30 p.m. Join up with locals, visitors and snowbirds as 
we display Jewish pride and enjoy hot latkes. This free event is sponsored 
by Chabad of Sarasota. For more information, call 941.925.0770.

Chanukah Menorah Lighting in North Port
Chabad of Venice & North Port invites the entire community to celebrate 
Chanukah at 5:30 p.m. in North Port on the third night of Chanukah 5:30 
pm at the Warm Mineral Springs, 12200 San Servando Ave. Festivities 
will include the lighting of a 9-foot menorah, music, dancing, hot latkes, 
donuts, dreidels, chocolate gelt, crafts and more. Bring the entire family 
and make this your special Chanukah celebration. The event is free and 
open to the public. For more information, please contact Rabbi Sholom 
Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or rabbi@chabadofvenice.com.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14

Menorah Lighting at Ellenton Outlet Mall
Join Chabad of Bradenton & Lakewood Ranch at 6:00 p.m. at the an-
nual Menorah Lighting at the Prime Ellenton Outlet Mall featuring latkes, 
doughnuts, dreidels, raffl  es, a magic show and great music. All are wel-
come. Admission is free. For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy 
Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

AvivaSeniorLife.org
Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care | Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 

Assisted Living Facility #8951 | Skilled Nursing Facility #130471046

What makes a love poem so powerful? Is it the words, 
the tone, or something different? Explore the soaring 
romance of John Keats poetry that made his work famous 
across the globe.

Online shopping may be all the rage but its origins 
start in the beloved mail order catalogue. Join Life 
Enrichment Director, Maria Leonardo, as she takes 
a look at the early days of the catalogue. From the 
ability to purchase a home to the more famous, 
Sears, Montgomery Ward and the local favorite F.W. 
Woolworth see how these catalogues paved the way 
for today’s consumers!

Led by resident physicist, Jack Polejes, experience the 
exciting follow-up from his gravitational wave lecture. 
Jack will lead participants into the strange and beauti-
ful world of astrophysics to show how nature has ac-
complished what humans only dreamed about.

Bright Star- The Poetry of John Keats Tuesday,
December 5th 

at 7:00 PM

Thursday, 
December 28th 

at 7:00 PM

Classes Are FREE
at Aviva — A Campus for Senior Life

1951 N. Honore Avenue | Sarasota, FL 34235

To RSVP Call: 941.757.8520 
Email RSVP@AvivaSeniorLife.org

Aviva

Experience the Possibilities

UNIVERSITY

What Came Before Online Shopping?

Nature’s Alchemist: 
Turning Lead into Gold

Monday,
December 11th 

at 3:30 PM

AVIVA-Lecture series calendar - OCT 31--RESIZE - BILL.indd   1 10/31/17   12:08 PM

Asaf Romirowsky, PhD is the Executive 
Director of Scholars for Peace in the 
Middle East. Romirowsky is also a 
fellow at the Middle East Forum and a 
Professor [Affiliate] at the University of 
Haifa. A Middle East historian, he holds 
a PhD in Middle East and Mediterranean 
Studies from King’s College London, UK, 
and has published widely on various 
aspects of the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
American foreign policy in the Middle 
East, as well as Israeli and Zionist 
history. He is affiliated with Gratz 
College as adjunct faculty, a continuing 
education instructor and a frequent 
lecturer.

SCHOLAR 
                        IN RESIDENCE

LECTURE SERIES

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30 
The Road to Independence from  
the Pre-State to Statehood

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31
The Creation of the Modern Day  
Middle East from 1967 to Today  

10:00am  – 11:30am 
Beatrice Friedman Theater  

on The Jewish Federation Campus

When the 1948 war between Israelis and Arabs is bathed in the 
color of  a Palestinian “nakba,” (catastrophe) few remember that 

the United Nations in Resolution 181 passed on November 29, 1947 
provided for the creation of two states—a Jewish state and a Palestinian 
state. The 650,000 Jews in British Palestine at that time eagerly 
embraced their opportunity, declared independence in May, 1948 and 
fought a successful war to maintain the new found state of Israel. 

And the Palestinians? Alone in the history of the twentieth century, 
they were the only people who turned down a chance at statehood and 
opted to join with five invading semi-professional Arab armies to try to 
destroy the new Jewish state mandated by the United Nations. Why did 
they do this?

LIMITED  
$18 - ONE LECTURE

$30 - BOTH LECTURES

AVAILABILITY

jfedsrq.org

Questions? Contact Debbie Sanford  941.706.0033 or dsanford@jfedsrq.org

To purchase tickets please call  866.465.3995 or visit jfedsrq.org/events

Dr. Asaf Romirowsky

THE BEGINNING OF MODERN 
DAY PALESTINE AND THE 

TRANSFORMATION OF ISRAEL
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Chanukah party for preschool-age children
All children ages 2-5 are welcome to join the Chabad Kaplan Preschool 
Chanukah celebration where children will make their own latkes and 
doughnuts, color their own Chanukah cookie, and enjoy chocolate milk, 
Chanukah stories and songs. This event is open to the community free of 
charge. Join us at 9:00 a.m. at Chabad of Sarasota, 7700 Beneva Road. For 
more information, call Preschool Director Sara Steinmetz at 941.925.0770.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15

Chanukah Erev Shabbat Worship Service
Join Rabbi Michael Churgel, Chazzan Cliff  Abramson, Liturgist Alden 
Solovy, K-2 classes, family, friends and neighbors at 6:00 p.m. for an up-
lifting Erev Shabbat Chanukah Worship Service. Liturgist-in-Residence, 
poet and award-winning journalist, Alden Solovy will speak on “Art and 
Act of Prayer.” A delicious traditional Chanukah dinner will be served. 
A welcome reception begins at 5:15 p.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 South 
Lockwood Ridge Road (enter off  of Proctor Road only, between Beneva 
and Swift). For more information, call the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 
or email offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

JEWISH HAPPENINGS

Latke Cook-o� , Chanukah Shabbat Services & Dinner
Join in the holiday fun at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, 
Sarasota. Chanukah Shabbat services begin at 6:00 p.m., followed by a 
Chanukah Shabbat dinner at 7:00 p.m. The USY teens will be making 
latkes for each table to sample at dinner and vote on. Chanukah fun and 
games for the whole family! For more information and reservations, please 
contact Kelly Nester at knester@templebethsholomfl .org or 941.955.8121 
x1002.

“Hanukkah Happening” at Temple Emanu-El
Celebrate the Hanukkah spirit at this joyful, festive gathering for the entire 
family! We’ll begin with a Hanukkah feast that includes roasted chicken, 
veggies, brisket with all the trimmings and – of course – plenty of fresh 
latkes with applesauce and sour cream! There’s also a menorah-making 
contest, a visit from Judah Maccabee, crafts and doughnut-decorating, 
a silent auction, songs, blessings and fun. Dreidels and gelt for all! The 
event begins at 6:00 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh Road, Sara-
sota. The beautiful Hanukkah service follows at 7:15 p.m. For reserva-
tions and pricing, please contact the Temple Emanu-El Religious School at 
941.371.2788 or teers@sarasotatemple.org.

Family Menorah Service & Celebration
We invite you to join the Temple Beth El family at this special Erev Shab-
bat Hanukkah service in prayer and song. It has become the custom for 
everyone to bring their menorah from home and join together in light-
ing their family menorah, as we light the temple’s Hanukkah Menorah, 
rescued from the Shoah. Then enjoy an oneg fi lled with latkes, cakes and 
jelly doughnuts. This free event begins at 7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth El 
Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch, 5150 Peridia Blvd. E., Bradenton. We ask 
that you bring an item of non-perishable food for our Meals on Wheels 
food bank receptacle. For more information, please call the temple offi  ce 
at 941.755.4900.

Liturgist-in-Residence Day of Worship and Learning
Join us for a joyous Shabbat Chanukah of prayer and learning at Temple 
Sinai. Our clergy and Liturgist-in-Residence, Alden Solovy, will lead a 
creative service including Solovy’s writings. Solovy will also lead Torah 
study during the service and will teach at a community lunch and learn 
called “Hanukkah, Bravery and Prayer” following the service. The event 
begins at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Sinai, 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Road 
(enter off  of Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For more 
information, call the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or email offi  ce@
sinaisrq.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16

M
IR

ACLE SWIMMING

  FOR ADULTS

®

®

BEGINNING
LEARN-TO-SWIM
CLASS FOR ADULTS

Eight Classes. Warm Water. Lido Key

 FOR ADULTS

OVERCOME
Fear of Water 
the Fun Way

Eight Classes. Warm Water.m Water.m Lido Key
Jan. 29 to Feb. 2, 2018 

Registration Required
Call 941.921.6420
MiracleSwimming.org

Or give it to a friend 
to read and ask 

them to recycle it.
You can also read 
The Jewish News 

online at 
www.jfedsrq.org.

Please RECYCLE 
this newspaper!

Take our publications on the go with the ISSUU app!
issuu.com/thejewishnews

"Mr. Ben-Israel is  
the Manolo Blahnik  
of wedding cakes…”
–The New York Times

featuring  

Ron Ben-Israel
Michael’s On The Bay
at Selby Gardens, Sarasota, FL
11:30AM

Lion of  Judah
& Pomegranate

L U N C H E O N

To learn more about the Lion  
of Judah and Pomegranate divisions,  
please contact Ilene Fox at 941.343.2111  
or ifox@jfedsrq.org

Co-Chairs: Anne Spindel  
and Susi Benson-Steenbarger

L U N C H E O NL U N C H E O NL U N C H E O NL U N C H E O NL U N C H E O NL U N C H E O NL U N C H E O N

Tuesday, February 6, 2018

© RBI Cakes

SaveDate
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Chanukah party for preschool-age children

JEWISH HAPPENINGS

Latke Cook-o� , Chanukah Shabbat Services & Dinner

A Taste of Chanukah Israeli-Style
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
The 7th Annual Taste of Chanukah Celebration hosted by Chabad of 
Sarasota will take place from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Phillippi Estate Park. It 
will feature super clown and daredevil Bello Nock, a live performance by 
BMX Trick Stars, a train ride, a four-ton snow slide, live music, magicians, 
face painting, bungee jumping, crafts and more. In addition, there will 
sufganiyot, hot pretzels and Glatt Kosher catered food available for 
purchase by Michael’s On East and Latkes by Munchies 420. Of course, the 
kindling of a large balloon menorah will be a highlight. And PJ Library is 
sponsoring train rides! Appreciation is extended to major benefactors, The 
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and Family Practice Associates; 
and the following event sponsors: Budweiser, Michael’s On East, Midas of 
Sarasota, Munchies 420 Café, PJ Library, Palms - Robarts Funeral Home 
& Memorial Park, Sarasota Herald Tribune and WWSB 7 ABC. All are 
invited to this community- wide event. Cost: $5; free for children under 
13; free parking. For more information, visit www.atasteofchanukah.com 
or www.facebook.com/atasteofchanukah, or call 941.925.0770.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17

Chanukah Israel Klezmer Festival
Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
Join Chabad of Venice & North Port at 4:30 p.m. for a Chanukah Festival 
at Centennial Park, Downtown Venice, 200 W. Venice Ave. Festivities will 
include the lighting of a 12-foot menorah, The Freilach Klezmer Band, 
a presentation from Chabad’s Hebrew School students, a Dreidel House 
and moon bounce. Traditional Chanukah and Israeli foods – falafel, latkes, 
donuts and Matzah ball soup – will be served. This event is cosponsored 
by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. For more information, 
please contact Chaya Rivka Schmerling at 941.493.2770 or visit www.
chabadofvenice.com.

Liturgist-In-Resident mingle and book signing
Come to Temple Sinai at 9:00 a.m. and join Liturgist-in-Residence Alden 
Solovy for coff ee and an intimate book signing. Books will be sold at the 
event. Temple Sinai is located at 4631 South Lockwood Ridge Road (enter 
off  of Proctor Road only, between Beneva and Swift). For more informa-
tion, call the temple offi  ce at 941.924.1802 or email offi  ce@sinaisrq.org.

Jewish War Veterans meeting
Jewish War Veterans, Sarasota/Manatee Post 172, will hold its next 
monthly meeting in the dining room at Aviva/Kobernick, 1951 N. Honore 
Ave., Sarasota. As usual, we will begin our bagels-and-lox brunch at 9:30 
a.m. Post members, spouses and signifi cant others each pay $7. Active 
military, snowbirds and guests are always welcome and pay the same $7 at 
the door. Our guest speaker for December is Maor Ben-Arie, the Shaliach 
(Messenger) from Israel, who will enlighten us on the Israel Defense 
Forces and other topics of interest relating to his country. For further 
information or directions, please contact Stan Levinson, Commander, Post 
172, at stanlevinson172@gmail.com or 941.907.6720.

Men’s Club Breakfast Lecture Series
Join the Temple Beth Sholom Men’s Club to hear about The Abrahamic 
Reunion – a network of Christians, Muslims and Jews working for peace 
– with guest speaker Sheikh Ghassan Manasra. Sheik Manasra grew up in 
Nazareth and studied at Jerusalem’s Hebrew University. He now lives in 
Sarasota, but continues to lecture around the world. He is the International 
Co-Director of The Abrahamic Reunion and is a Sufi  spiritual leader. An 
Islamic scholar and facilitator, the Sheikh has been trained in intergroup 
confl ict resolution. This free event is open to the public and takes place 
from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, 
Sarasota. For more information, please contact Rabbi Dr. Ed Weinsberg, 
Program Vice President, at 941.444.9790.

CKids – Chocolate Gelt Factory
Get messy at this Chocolate Gelt Factory that goes from cacao bean to 
chocolate coin. While your chocolate hardens, learn engineering techniques 
to wire your own electric menorah. This event takes place from 11:00 a.m. 
to noon at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. Cost: $10; 
free for Chabad Hebrew School students. For more information, contact 
Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

“Why Should I Test My DNA?”
The Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest Florida presents Arthur 
Sissman, who became interested in Jewish genealogy after his mother died 
in 1997. Today he is working on 15+ family trees. After being tested by 
Ancestry DNA, Family Tree DNA, and 23 and me, he uploaded his raw 
data to GEDmatch. He now leads workshops in how to use all four re-
search methods and what they mean. Arthur has had success in fi nding 
out the “rest of the story” using both genealogical and genetic research 
methods. This free event is open to everyone and takes place at 1:00 p.m. 
at Aviva, Kobernick building, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. For more in-
formation, contact Kim Sheintal at 941.921.1433 or klapshein@aol.com, 
or visit http://jgsswf.org.

 “Tell Us Your Israel Stories”
The Association of Professional Jewish Artists (APJA) presents “Tell Us 
Your Israel Stories,” a celebration of Hanukkah and Israel with professional 
Jewish storyteller Rabbi Goldie Milgram. The program includes an Israel 
Stories Open Mike. The celebration will take place at Aviva (1951 N. 
Honore Avenue, Sarasota) at 4:00 p.m. and is open and free to the public. 
For reservations and more information, please email Joan L. Davidson at 
artjoand@aol.com.

Temple Emanu-El presents “Jazz in the Afternoon”
The Brotherhood of Temple Emanu-El is delighted to present a wonderful 
jazz concert by the Martin Hamilton Jazz Quartet. The Quartet consists 
of superb local jazz performers Jim Martin, trumpet and fl ugelhorn; Dick 
Hamilton, keyboard; John DeWitt, bass; and Johnny Moore, drums. The 
community is warmly invited to this special afternoon of expertly-played 
and enjoyable music at 4:00 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, 151 McIntosh 
Road, Sarasota. Wine and light refreshments will be available. The cost 
is $15 in advance, or $20 at the door. For more information or to RSVP, 
contact Don Malawsky at 941.359.2890 or dmalawsky@msn.com.

JFCS Gala
This signature fundraising event will feature the Sarasota Orchestra under 
the direction of Conductor Dirk Meyer. Proceeds from this event will go 
to help families, veterans, youth, seniors, caregivers, and people facing 
a cancer diagnosis. The event co-chairs are Marion Levine and Ronnie 
Sachs. The gala begins at 5:00 p.m. at The Ritz Carlton, Sarasota, 1111 
Ritz-Carlton Dr. Sponsorships start at $2,500; individual tickets are $500. 
For more information, contact Monica Caldwell at 941.366.2224 x142 or 
mcaldwell@JFCS-Cares.org.
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Stay up-to-date on:
• Events
• News
• Opportunities

in the Sarasota-
Manatee Jewish 
Community

DON’T MISS OUT!
Registering for The Jewish Federation’s weekly email newsletter 
means you won’t miss out on important community information.  
Get updated EVERY Thursday!

Sign up at JFEDSRQ.org

reserve@aldlimo.com
5330 34th Street West

Bradenton FL 34210

Proudly Providing Transportation for  
The Jewish Federation’s  2017-2018 Event Season

LOCAL SERVICE • HOURLY • DAILY • WEEKLY • OPEN 24/7
Experience on time, reliable, courteous service in clean,  
professionally chauffeured vehicles. 

10% OFF 
ANY TRIP
PROMO CODE: JFEDSRQ

ALDLimo.com

TRANSPORTATION  
TO AND FROM ALL 
AREA AIRPORTS   
Sarasota • Tampa • St. Petersburg  
Punta Gorda • Fort Myers • Orlando

1-855-799-LIMO

Sarasota -Manatee’s  
Only Jewish Newspaper

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1971

NON-PROFIT ORG. U.S. POSTAGEPAIDMANASOTA FL

A publication of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee

Klingenstein Jewish Center, 580 McIntosh Rd., Sarasota, FL 34232

Annual voluntary subscription: $25

Federation honors Albanian community

The knitzvahs keep coming for Temple Emanu-El’s Mitzvah Knitting Group

Major  Donors enjoy an evening  with Henry  Winkler
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Howard Tevlowitz

Jewish art brings love, friendship 

and shalom to Sarasota-Manatee

By Howard Tevlowitz, Federation Executive Director

continued on page 3
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Serving our  
community  
since 1971!Published by 

The Jewish Federation  

of Sarasota-Manatee 

www.jfedsrq.orgT he mission of The Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee is to strengthen Jewish 

life and identity in our community, provide 

for Jewish people in need, and promote support for 

Israel. 
Art has been a fundamental part of Jewish life 

since our beginnings thou-

sands of years ago. Bezalel 

was the first Jewish artist on 

record. Throughout our his-

tory, art has been used as a 

form of remembrance, dedi-

cation and inspiration. From 

colorful mosaics at the bath 

house in Masada, to intri-

cately carved synagogues in 

Morocco, to children’s draw-

ings found at Theresienstadt 

during the Holocaust, to proud images of Jews pray-

ing at the Western Wall, art has helped define us and 

our history. Much of this Jewish art has focused on the theme 

of love, friendship and shalom. It is the dream of our 

people to live in a world that is safe, welcoming 

and peaceful. In pursuit of that dream, The Jewish Federation 

of Sarasota-Manatee has invested in three commu

nity-based programs in 2017 – the Violins of Hope, 

which played to over 10,000 people of all ages 

throughout Sarasota-Manatee; Marc Chagall, Flow-

ers and the French 
Riviera: The Color 

of Dreams exhibit 
in partnership with 

Marie Selby Botan-
ical Gardens, which 

runs through the end 
of July and is setting 

attendance records; 
and the Anne Frank: 

A History for Today 
exhibit, scheduled 

at the Selby Public 
Library in April and 

May for six weeks.Bringing Judaism to life is a goal of our Jewish 

Federation and we are so fortunate to have gener-

Inspirational Anne Frank exhibit 

comes to Sarasota: A powerful 

voice speaks for and to millions

By Sandy Chase
The Anne Frank: A History for Today exhibit brings 

to life the story of a child during WWII. As we exam-

ine the historical events surrounding her life, it is a 

lesson for all on how to become an up-stander – not 

bystander – and support one another.

– Bernadette D. Bennett, Ed.D., Sarasota County 

Schools, Program Specialist Social Studies, K-12

F rom April 17 through May 27, our commu-

nity, especially our children, will experience 

the Anne Frank exhibit at the Selby Public Li-

brary. More than six million people – the same num-

ber who perished at the hands of the Nazis – have 

seen this traveling display worldwide. 

Dedicated to Holocaust education, The Jewish 

Federation of Sarasota-Manatee is sponsoring this 

memorable exhibit in collaboration with Sarasota 

County Libraries and Historical Resources, Sarasota 

County Schools, and Embracing Our Differences, 

which will provide teen docents through its Coexis-

tence Club at Booker High School.

On loan from the Anne Frank Center for Mutual 

Respect (the U.S. national organization in the world-

wide network of Anne Frank organizations, http://

annefrank.com/), this exhibit, located in the library 

rotunda, comprises thirty panels of pictures against 

the backdrop of diary excerpts – the crux of this 

“The Lovers” 1937, courtesy of 

the Israel Museum, Jerusalem 

©2016 Artists Rights Society (ARS), 

New York/ADAGP, Paris

H A P P Y  P A S S O
V E R

Advertise in The Jewish News,  
and Connect with Your Community!

• More than 60% of readers earn $75,000+, with  
a quarter earning more than $150,000 annually

• Over half of readers hold a college  
or advanced degree

• More than half of readers frequently purchase 
products or services from ads seen in our 
publication

Target the largest number of affluent,  
well-educated and discerning Jewish 
households in our area.
Contact Robin Leonardi 
941.552.6307, rleonardi@jfedsrq.org

Download the media kit at  
www.TheJewishNews.org

Introduce Your Business  
to a Powerful Demographic.
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save the dates!

9TH ANNUAL

    To become a sponsor, contact Ilene Fox  
    at 941.343.2111 or ifox@jfedsrq.org

ANNUAL

MARCH 8–18, 2018

*List in formation

Naiditch Family Foundation

LEON R. AND MARGARET M. ELLIN 
ROBERT AND ESTHER HELLER COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

NAIDITCH FAMILY FOUNDATION

FEDERATION TORCH SPONSORS

CO-CHAIRS: FRAN BRAVERMAN AND EVANS TILLES

LEAD SPONSOR

MEDIA SPONSORS

This project is sponsored in part by the Department of State,  
Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council of Arts and Culture.
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QUESTIONS? Contact Co-Chairs Rosann A. Black at RosannIsrael70@gmail.com  

or Melissa Howard at MelissaIsrael70@gmail.com

For more information, contact Jessi Sheslow at jsheslow@jfedsrq.org or 941.343.2109

 

sh
                     WE LOVE ISRAEL Shuk

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING  
ISRAEL’S 70TH BIRTHDAY  

by attending our WE LOVE ISRAEL SHUK: a place for gathering, shopping, tasting new 
treats, finding new jewelry or Judaica, and experiencing life like an Israeli! Vendors will 
wow you with their homemade challah covers, sparkling Ethiopian Israeli-made jewelry or 
the perfect mezuzah for your home. Musicians and speakers will share their love for Israel.

Sunday

January 14
COME CHECK 
THESE OUT!
• American Idol contestant   
 Shira Gavrielov on  
 the Main Stage
• Amiel Tours: 
 Giveaways
• Megemeria:  
 Ethiopian-Israeli jewelry
• Traditional Israeli Foods
• Christian Goods  
 and Judaica 
• Birthday Party for  
 Israel in Kids Section
• Children’s Choir from  
 Community Day School
• Israeli Music 
• Sights, Smells and Tastes  
 of Israel!

        
Federation Campus

12–5PM

    FREE ADMISSION

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE PICTURE that you or a family 
member took in Israel? 
If so, please email a high resolution digital copy to israel70@jfedsrq.org and be sure to 
include a short note about where and when it was taken. Your submissions will be used to 
create the “Israel From the Eyes of the Community” display at the Shuk!

S P O N S O R E D  B Y
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Temple Beth El’s Downtown Hanukkah Celebration
Join the Temple Beth El family for a community celebration of Hanukkah 
Israeli-style as we also celebrate Israel’s 70th birthday. Join us in song and 
celebration and prayer as we light the city menorah. Light refreshments 
will be available. Please bring a chair to sit on. This free event begins at 
6:00 p.m. at Riverwalk Mosaic Pavilion, 452 3rd Ave. W., Bradenton. For 
more information, please call the temple offi  ce at 941.755.4900.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18

Sarasota Jewish Singles dinner meeting
The Sarasota Jewish Singles is an outreach program of Temple Beth Israel 
to give all Jewish singles in the area the opportunity to meet other men and 
women who are alone. The group meets once a month for dinner, laugh-
ter and a time to turn acquaintances into lifelong friends. Join us at 6:00 
p.m. at Columbia Restaurant, 411 St. Armands Circle, Sarasota. To make 
a reservation or for more information, call or text Rosalyn Fleischer at 
941.915.6631 or rozfl eischer@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19

92Y@TBI – “The End of Europe”
Once the world’s bastion of liberal democratic values, Europe is now hav-
ing to confront demons – anti-Semitism, populist nationalism and territo-
rial aggression, among others. Join James Kirchick, author of The End 
of Europe: Dictators, Demagogues and the Coming Dark Age; Pulitzer 
Prize-winning columnist Bret Stephens (The New York Times); and Julia 
Ioff e (The Atlantic) for an illuminating discussion about challenges facing 
Europe, and the ramifi cations for the U.S. Moderated by Alana Newhouse, 
editor-in-chief of Tablet magazine. The event begins at 7:30 p.m. at Tem-
ple Beth Israel, 567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key. Cost: $15 at the door 
and $10 with advance reservations; free for Temple Beth Israel members. 
Call 941.383.3428 to register.

Idelson Library Film Matinee Series
The Idelson Library Film Matinee Series presents Inside Hana’s Suitcase. 
The delivery of a battered suitcase to Fumiko Ishioka at the Tokyo 
Holocaust Museum begins the true-life mystery that follows Fumiko’s 
search to discover the details of Hana’s life. Don Friedman will lead a Q&A 
session after the movie. Refreshments, including popcorn, are provided 
courtesy of the Temple Beth Sholom Men’s Club. The event takes place 
from 1:15 to 3:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Avenue, 
Sarasota. Suggested donation: $3 for members; $5 for nonmembers. For 
more information, please contact the temple offi  ce at 941.955.8121 or 
info@templebethsholomfl .org.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21

Nabucco - The Struggle in Song
Aviva University is excited to bring Baila Miller and her expertise on 
Giuseppe Verdi’s 1841 masterpiece, Nabucco. The opera, which tells the 
story of the Israelites being exiled from Babylon, is full of power, strife 
and ultimately resilience in the face of adversity – a feeling that still holds 
true for the Jewish people today! This free event begins at 3:30 p.m. at 
Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. For 
more information or to register, call 941.757.8520 or email RSVP@
AvivaSeniorLife.org.

“Theodor Herzl: The Man and His Accomplishments”
Join Dr. Helen Fagin, well-known for her work on Jewish history and 
literature, as she takes a deep look into the father of Zionism. Using his 
early work as a journalist, the discussion will focus on how this man gave 
birth to the idea of the Jewish state. This free event begins at 7:00 p.m. 
at Aviva- A Campus for Senior Life, 1951 N. Honore Ave., Sarasota. 
For more information or to register, call 941.757.8520 or email RSVP@
AvivaSeniorLife.org.

Screening of The Long Way Home
The Long Way Home won the Academy Award in 1998 for Best Docu-
mentary Feature. This landmark fi lm, with original distinctly-memorable 
footage, depicts the three-year period from Holocaust liberation in 1945 
to the founding of the State of Israel in 1948, and the continuing ordeals 
of Holocaust survivors as they sought to fi nd refuge in the Promised Land 
during this tumultuous time. ‘’We were hated,’’ said one survivor, “be-
cause we returned from the dead.’’ Join us at noon at the Al Katz Center, 
5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult; $5 per student; 
healthy foods and discussion materials included. To RSVP, call Beverly 
Newman at 941.313.9239.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25

Rosh Chodesh Society course
Women are invited to join RCS’s latest course, “Pause & Aff ect, a Shabbat 
Outlook.” The second class, entitled “Glow of Peace,” will include teach-
ings of inspiration and meaning on lighting Shabbat candles. The course 
begins at 7:30 p.m. at The Chabad House, 5712 Lorraine Road, Bradenton. 
Cost: $75 (textbooks included) or $18 per class. JWC members are entitled 
to a $5 discount. For more information, contact Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at 
941.752.3030 or rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26

“Israel in 2018”
What better way to spend the last day of the year than to celebrate the 
accomplishments of our Jewish homeland and take a look forward to what 
is in store for the new year? Known as “Start-Up Nation,” Israel has grown 
in 70 years from an agricultural country to a world leader in business and 
technology. In fi elds such as robotics, medicine, military defense and, yes, 
agriculture, Israel leads at the cutting edge. Join us at 11:00 a.m. at the Al 
Katz Center, 5710 Cortez Road West, Bradenton. Cost: $10 per adult; $5 
per student; healthy foods and discussion materials included. To RSVP, 
call Beverly Newman at 941.313.9239.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31

Looking to connect 
with other members of 
the Jewish community?

The Jewish Federation 
would like to welcome  

you to the area!  

Questions? Contact Ilene Fox at ifox@jfedsrq.org or 941-343-2111

We hope you feel  
at home and become  

active members of the 
Sarasota-Manatee Jewish 

community.

    We Welcome You!

Tickets: PMPSuncoast.org  
941-955-4942

T H E  P E R L M A N  M U S I C  P R O G R A M / S U N C O A S T

Complete schedule, information and 
tickets online at PMPSuncoast.org  

Celebrating
WORLD CLASS  music

right in your backyard.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

DECEMBER 20
“Bach to Jazz at the Tent”

PMP Sarasota Winter Residency  
Special Kick-off Event featuring  

Sean Lee, violin and Peter Dugan, piano

DECEMBER 21 - JANUARY 6
PMP Sarasota  

Winter Residency
20+ free musical events:  

rehearsals, recitals, master classes 

JANUARY 4 • 5:30 PM
Celebration Concert

featuring PMP String Orchestra  
conducted by Itzhak Perlman  

and PMP Chorus led by Patrick Romano 
Sarasota Opera House: (941) 328-1300

For a continuously updated 
community calendar, visit 

www.jfedsrq.org.
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Have a Happy Chanukah. And share what it means to you. 
#ChanukahPublix




