
Thursday, April 26, 2018

One Section, 14 pages plus inserts

50 centswww.willistonpioneer.com
Est. 1879Volume XXVI, Issue  3

Gilchrist deputies killed on the job
Sgt. Ramirez began 

career with Williston PD
BY DEBORAH GOAD
Special to the pioneer

Two Gilchrist County deputies were killed April 
19, when they were shot by a man whose motives 
are still unknown.

Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Schultz said Sgt. 
Noel Ramirez and Deputy Taylor Lindsey were 
having lunch at about 3 p.m. Thursday when they 
were shot. 

The sheriff would not discuss the identity or any 
other details about the shooter during a press con-
ference later in the day. 

The shooter was later identified as John Hubert 
Highnote, 59, of Bell. He was found dead in a pick-
up truck outside the restaurant from an apparent 
self-inflicted gunshot wound.

No further information is available regarding 
Highnote. The Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement is conducting an ongoing criminal 
investigation.

“It’s not about him,” Schultz said at a press con-
ference. “It’s about my deputies. There is no indica-
tion of any ongoing threat to our community, and 
we remain committed to your safety with the help 
of our other assisting agencies. This tragedy touches 
us all.” 

The press conference was scheduled to begin at 7 
p.m., but it was delayed until almost 8 p.m., because 
Schultz went to both homes to comfort deputies' 
families.

Ramirez, 29, was married with two young chil-
dren. He had been in law enforcement for seven 
years, service with the Williston Police Department 
and the Levy County Sheriff ’s Department. He had 
served Gilchrist County for two years.

Lindsey, 25, was single, but left behind a girl-
friend. He had served as a Gilchrist deputy for 
three years. 

The two deputies were in the Ace Chinese 
restaurant having lunch when they were shot.

“I made contact with the families and as you’d 
expect never be prepared for something like this. 
But make no mistake, I’m proud of their families. 
They understood when their loved ones pinned on 
the badge and they strapped on the gun that this 
was a possibility.

“Anybody that can hear me, the sound of my 
voice and they can see my face on their TV, [know] 
that Sgt. Ramirez and Deputy Lindsey were the 
best of the best. They are men of integrity. They’re 
men of loyalty. They’re God-fearing and they loved 

A memorial set up to honor the deputies who were assassinated last week.

what they did and we are very proud of them. 
“I’m not near as articulate as I should be on a 

bunch of things but I’m honored that I get to work 
with men and women just like those two individu-
als. They gave their lives so that we can all be safe 
… you know … I am 26 years of doing this, noth-
ing can prepare you for senseless deaths. I want to 
focus on them, not only were they the quintessen-
tial deputy sheriffs that you’d want, they were 
quintessential children, husbands, boyfriends, 
brothers, law enforcement brethren that anybody 
could ever want. 

“I knew both of them personally. I can sit here in 
front of all you and say that I love them. And they 
were loved. When I met with the families today I 
told them that they could be proud of those men, 
they could be proud, and I’m proud to have been 
their sheriff. I’m proud for the opportunity I had to 
have worked alongside with them. I don’t have 
answers to why this happened.

“The Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
will conclude their investigation at the time that 
they feel fit to release information. But I want you 
to know that they don’t need to be remembered 

strictly for their untimely death, but they need to 
be remembered for the type of people that they are 
and that’s good individuals, good deputy sheriffs. 
I’d like to thank all the agencies involved.

“If you look behind me there’s men and women 
from just about every county in North Florida rep-
resented. Sheriffs, police chiefs, public safety offi-
cers, state representatives. I’ve been contacted by 
everybody you can think of, because they recognize 
that we have heroes among us. They understand 
what it takes to be a law enforcement officer. 
There’s so much I want to say, and so much I 
shouldn’t say. But I will say this, we’re not going to 
make this into a – at least the Gilchrist County 
Sheriff ’s Office, and I think I can speak for every 
citizen of Gilchrist County – we are not going to 
make this a political issue other than the facts. 
What do you expect  happens when you demonize 
law enforcement to the extent it’s been demonized 
— every type of hate, every type of put down that 
you can think of, the only thing these men were 
guilty of was wanting to protect you and me. They 
just wanted to go get something to eat.”

Photo by Mary Beth Weatherly
Cancer survivors gathered last Saturday to celebrate another day of living during Williston's Annual Relay for Life. The celebra-
tion marks a year of fundraising with funds channeled to the American Cancer Society for research and patient programs. Teams 
fell a little short of their $30,000 goal but remain undaunted as they contribute to help find a cure. More pictures are on pages 
6-7.

Reason to Celebrate

County sees win-win in school purchase
BY SEAN ARNOLD
Staff writer

The purchase of the old 
Bronson High School building, 
located adjacent to the Levy 
County Courthouse in Bronson, 
could kill two – or more – birds 
with one stone for the county.

At its meeting April 24, the 
Levy County Commission 
reached a consensus to advise 
County Coordinator Wilbur 

Dean to seek a deal for the pur-
chase from the School Board of 
Levy County.

Acquiring the space would 
allow the county to avoid the 
estimated $12 to $15 million in 
costs to build a new courthouse, 
which has reached its functioning 
capacity for the county and the 
courts, and to consolidate more 
Levy County services – with 
more parking – in one place to 

make it easier on residents. The 
county would move offices to the 
new site, allowing more space for 
the judicial system in the current 
courthouse.

While negotiations are still 
ongoing, Dean said the 
40,000-square-foot property 
would cost fewer than $2 million. 
He quoted a tentative estimate of 

SEE COUNTY PAGE 14

Be a community hero 
People of all ages are encouraged to participate 

Saturday, April 28 in the Williston City Painting 
Project.

Volunteers will meet at the Williston Fire 
Department at 8 a.m. and will be given paint and 
brushes to re-paint the city's fire hydrants.

If lawn maintenance is your passion, bring your 
own weed eaters, clippers, rakes and gloves and 
someone will designate an area for you to clean.

The workday will finish at noon. Donate your-
self for all four hours or a portion of it. The more 
volunteers, the easier the work.

For more information, call 352-528-5003.



2 Williston Pioneer Thursday,  April 26, 2018Thursday, April 5, 2018 Chiefland Citizen 5A

Rules:  One entry per location weekly.  •  Deadline for all entries is May 4, 2018   •  No purchase necessary to 
enter.  •  Winners will be announced in the May 10 edition of the Williston Pioneer Sun News.  We will have one 
grand prize package  winner plus second and third place prizes.  Hurry, last day to enter is May 4.

Register to win by entering at
one of these  businesses.

You Could Win a Mother's Day Gift Basket that Mom Will Love

Mother's Day is 
May 13th

SALES & SERVICE SINCE 1973

Get mom the gift that lasts
Happy Mother’s Day

Call or visit and see our Internet, TV 
and Home Security Packages

DISH  •  DIRECTV  •  EXEDE
HUGHESNET   •  CENTURY LINK

352-529-0400 112 NE 6th Ave., Williston

Antiques  •  Furniture
Books  •  Collectibles
& More!

Backdoor Antiques
36 E. Noble Ave., Williston
352-528-0769

re
s

Check Out Williston’s
Newest Antique Store

Great gifts for mom 
and dad might find
something too!

We take care of your mom’s  
car like it was our own

S&M Automotive &
Performance

352-528-2852
820 N. Main. Suite 1,Williston

• Oil Changes
• Tune-Ups
• Tires
• Engine Repair
• Fluids

Happy Mother’s Day to all 
our wonderful mothers!

Call today to ask about
our Mother’s Day bouquet

119 E. Noble Ave., Williston

The Peddler Floral
352-528-2890

•  Arrangements
•  Tea Cups
•  Roses
•  Baskets

Mom, sign up
before Mother’s Day 

and save 50% off 
your first month!

352-528-5050
37 S. Main St., Williston

Staffed Hours:  M-F:  5:45 - 7 p.m.
           Sat:  1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

24 Hour Gym

Get Mom a gift she will
love all year long!

Call or stop in today 
for your free estimate

Carpet • Wood • Tile
Vinyl • Vinyl Plank

Residential and Commercial 
352-528-9663
703 NW 7th Blvd., Williston

Warehouse Flooring

www.VisitLevy.com
Levy County Visitors Bureau
Community Happenings is sponsored by theHappenings

Memorial Service
Haven is hosting a Love & Remembrance Spring 

Memorial on Thursday, April 26 at 6 p.m. at the 
Haven Community Building located at 311 NE 9th 
St.,  Chiefland. Haven provides this service at no 
charge and anyone in the community who has lost a 
loved one is invited. For more information, contact 
our Healing Hearts Department at 1.844.
LIGHTEN.

Fashion Show
The Williston Woman's Club will hold its April 

Runway Fashion Show and Luncheon at 11 a.m. 
Friday, April 27 and Saturday, April 28 at the club, 
located at 1049 NE 6th Blvd., Williston.

The cost is $25 and all proceeds will benefit the 
scholarship fund.

Fashions are from Janet Carr Accessories and 
More of Sarasota. You may take your purchases 
home the same day.

To purchase tickets, call or text Nancy Bowman 
at 352-318-8059 or Bunny Sandlin at 352-538-
7996.

May
Short Story Workshop

Belea T. Keeney, an award winning writer and 
editor will share her secrets of short story writing 
2:30-4 p.m. Sunday, May 6 at the Millhopper 
Branch Library, 3145 NW 43rd St., Gainesville.

Following her presentation, she will answer ques-
tions and sign books. The Writers Alliance of 
Gainesville meeting is free and open to lovers of the 
written word.

FOWL Book Sale
The Friends of the Williston Library will hold a 

book sale Saturday, May 12 from 8:30-11:30 a.m. in 
the building behind the Williston Public Library. 
This will be the last sale until September. The 
group will have its non-book "treasure" table again. 
Stock up for the summer.

Upcoming
Artists Needed

Exhibitors are needed for the 
Starving Artists Showcase, spon-
sored by the Williston Area 
Chamber of Commerce, to be held 
Saturday, June 9 from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. in Williston’s Heritage Park.

Artists in all media are invited to 
participate to showcase and sell 
their work. 

Booth space is available for $15 
per booth.

For more information, or an application and 
rules,  contact the Chamber at 352-528-5552, email 
wcoc@willistonfl.com or visit at 607 SW 1st Ave., 
Williston.

Ongoing
Pick Up a Williston Map

The Williston Chamber of Commerce has updat-
ed city maps as part of its ongoing effort to assist 
tourists and newcomers to the eastern part of Levy 
County. 

The maps include updated streets, roads and infor-
mation for Williston and the surrounding area, 
including the Highlands and Bronson. 

The maps are free and available at the Chamber 
from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Monday through Friday at 
607 SW 1st Ave.  For more information, call 528-
5552. 

DAV Needs Members
The Disabled American Veterans (DAV) is look-

ing for disabled veterans to join the organization.
It meets the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 

p. m. at Beef O’Brady’s, 7050 NW 140th St., 
Chiefland.

For more information, call 
Commander Larry Foland at 352-493-
1351 or 727-773-7124 between 11 a.m. 
and 4 p.m.

American Legion Bingo
American Legion Post 236 of 

Bronson holds Bingo every Monday at 
6 p.m. 

Bring a friend and come join in the 
fun at the doublewide at 9550 Hwy 27 
Alt toward Williston on the right hand 
side.  Handicap parking is in the rear of 
the building. 

Quarter Bingo will also be held Wednesday from 
1-3 p.m.  For more information, call Margie at 352-
317-5922 or Tom at 352-486-6721.

Mobile Food Pantry
The second Thursday of each month there will be 

a mobile pantry sponsored by From the Heart 
Ministry at Kirby Family Farm, 19650 NE 30 St., 
Williston, beginning at 11:30 a.m.  All are welcome. 

 For more information, call Callie at 352-438- 
4545. 

 Square Dance Class/Dance
Clover Squares' dance now begins at 2 p.m. and 

the class at 4 p.m. at the First United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall, 213 W. Noble Ave., 
Williston. 

Admission is free for students from age 10 to 18.  
A low cost supper will be available after the dance. 

For more information call 352-528-3323.   

Tri-County Pregnancy Center
Tri-County Pregnancy Center has phased out 

walk-ins at the Williston center.  Please call for an 
appointment.  The center is open Monday-Friday, 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

HAPPENINGS CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

The city of Williston 
will observe the 
National Day of Prayer 
at noon Thursday, May 
3 in the Heritage Park 
Pavilion.

National Day 
of Prayer 
next week
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352-528-1040
161 N. Main Street • Williston

www.brannancpa.com

Sharon C. Brannan
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Services
Business Bookkeeping

Obituary

April Runway

Fashion Show
Fri., April 27 and Sat., April 28 at 11 a.m.

To purchase your tickets call or text Nancy Bowman 352-318-8059
or Bunny Sandlin 352-538-7996

1049 NE 6th Blvd., Williston

Fashions from Janet Carr,
Accessories.... and More of  Sarasota

Take home your  purchases the same day

GFWC Williston Woman’s Club

Luncheon

Tickets are $25
All proceeds benefit our scholarship fund

"Today's medicine;
Yesterday's atmosphere"

Make Your Appointment Today
Discover visibly stronger, fuller, 
young looking hair.

Our products are clinically proven
to be 100% safe for everyone

Mainstreet
Salon
352-528-5894
33 N. Main St. Williston

When your doctor writes you a 
prescription you can take it 

anywhere you want.  By doing
your therapy locally you can save 

TIME & MONEY.  

Pain got you down?

37 S. Main St., Williston
528-0022

Nature Coast Rehabilitation, Inc.

www.naturecoastrehabilitation.com
We accept most insurances

Noel Beltran Ramirez Jr. 
Sgt. Noel Beltran Ramirez Jr., 29, of Bronson, 

passed away Thursday, April 19, 2018 in Trenton. 
He was born June 30, 1988 in Brooklyn, N.Y., the 

son of Noel Ramirez and Sonia R. Beltran Miranda 
Ramirez. 

Sgt. Ramirez had been a resident of Bronson 
since moving from Gainesville in 2011. He proudly 
and bravely served his community for a combined 
seven years in law enforcement with the Williston 
Police Department, the Levy County Sheriff 's 
Office and the Gilchrist County Sheriff 's Office. 
Sgt. Ramirez was of the Christian faith.

He is survived by his father, Noel Ramirez and 
his mother, Sonia R. Beltran Miranda Ramirez of 
Bronson; his daughter, Zoey Abigail Ramirez, 2, 
and his son, Noel Ramirez III, 4, both of Bronson 
and his sister, Solianet R. Ramirez Beltran, also of 
Bronson.

Funeral services were held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
April 24 at the Bell High School Auditorium in 
Bell with Chaplin Ronnie Gregory officiating.

Interment followed at Bronson Cemetery in 
Bronson. 

For online condolences, please visit www.watsonf-
htrenton.com 

Arrangements are under the care of Watson 
Funeral Home, 426 W. Wade St., Trenton, FL  
32693. (352)463-8888

‘Cowgirl’ shares local history, 
childhood adventures

BY LISA STATHAM 
POSTERARO
Special to the pioneer

Maybe it was after 
reading Black Beauty or 
Black Stallion or learning 
about Annie Oakley or 
Calamity Jane or because 
your family always had 
horses, but you were bit-
ten by the “love horses” 
bug

Alachua County resi-
dent Debra Segal and 
her fellow “cowgirls” fell 
in love with horses early 
in life. Years later, Segal 
decided to share some of 
their “horse happenings” 
with the world, and so 
The Idylwild Cowgirls 
came to be.

On Wednesday, April 
18, Segal and three of 
those cowgirls – Beth 
Cowart Eddy, Cindy 
Cowart McLain and 
Becky Brown Munden – 
traveled to Williston for 
a meet-the-author event 
held at the agriculture 
building on the campus 
of Williston Middle 
High School. (Not in 
attendance were the 
other cowgirls – Lisa 
Floyd, Donnie Weaver 
Green and Sheri Thrift 
Wood.) 

About 35 people 
attended the program, 
co-sponsored by the 
Williston FFA and the 
Friends of the Williston 
Library (FOWL). Ag 
teachers, Natalie Couey 
and Shelby Rodgers, 
along with Chris Wilder, 
corralled many of their 
students to help set up 
book-related activities 
for attendees after the 
author’s presentation.

Initially, Segal, an 
environmental scientist, 
had put together a col-
lection of remembrances 
of numerous adventures 
she and her friends had 
experienced, then she 
realized she wanted to 
narrow it down just to 
the horse-related adven-
tures. Most of the 
adventures took place in 
the summer of 1973, 
when the topography of 
Gainesville and the sur-
rounding area was much, 
much different than it is 
now. She interviewed her 
parents, siblings and 
then her friends, particu-
larly her fellow equestri-
ans. They were thrilled 
about the project!

Once she’d committed 
to creating a book, she 
read every young adult 
novel on horses she 
could find. She took a 
creative writing class, 
which prompted her to 
add narration and sharp-

Author Debra Segal visits Williston

en the details. The book 
went through eight revi-
sions. Eventually, “all the 
sad, exciting, gutsy, scary 
and unbelievable” 
recountings formed a 
base for what would 
become the book. 

Segal was sure to 
encourage the younger 
members of the audience 
to take the time now to 
journal or chronicle their 
“now experiences” before 
their “now memories” get 
fuzzy.

According to Segal, 
the cowgirls were com-
passionate souls but also 
pranksters. The text 
straddles fiction and 
non-fiction, somewhat of 
a historical fiction. 
During the program she 
shared synopses of vari-
ous stories in the book 
and described the char-
acters’ personalities also 
capturing the history of 
the area. All four women 
acknowledged their par-

ents and thanked them 
for the sacrifices they 
made which allowed 
them to have a horse. 
Of course, on occasion, a 
horse or two would be 
“borrowed” for some of 
their escapades…but 
always returned, no 
worse for the wear. 

“We even helped pre-
vent Crown Road [a 
canopied road near the 
Idylwild area south of 
Williston Road] from 
being paved,” said Eddy. 
“About 10 of us just 
showed up on horseback 
and told the county we 
wanted them to protect 
our road. It’s still a dirt 
road. I guess we were 
early environmentalists 
and didn’t even realize 
it!”

Following the 
PowerPoint presentation 
and sharing from the 
cowgirls, Segal and the 
“girls” signed copies of 
the book for those who 

purchased them. 
Attendees could concoct 
their own trail mix or 
make friendship brace-
lets, symbolizing the 
bond among these 
“Idylwild Cowgirls,” 
who learned so much 
more than how to han-
dle a horse during those 
idyllic years of their 
youth.

For more information 
on the book, check out 
www.IdylwildCowgirls.
com. Kudos to Couey, 
Rodgers, Wilder and 
WMHS principal 
Lindsay Legler, who 
approved the event loca-
tion. And look for more 
programs in the future, 
sponsored by FOWL.

(If you or someone you 
know would be interested 
in presenting a program 
at the Williston library, 
please contact Lisa 
Statham Posteraro at 
352.339.1201.)

Photo by Lisa Posteraro
Author Debra Segal signs a copy of her book for fellow horse lover, Grace 
Dola and her friend, Addison Smith.

Photo by Lisa Posteraro
Local (and longtime!) “cowgirls” Gail Brooks and Cindy Lowman Drew (far 
left and back far right) find lots in common with the “Idylwild Cowgirls” 
Becky Brown Munden, author Debra Segal, Beth Cowart Eddy and Eddy’s 
sister Cindy Cowart McLain. Also shown are Natalie Couey and Shelby 
Rodgers, ag teachers/FFA advisers at Williston Middle High School, who 
co-hosted the event with the Friends of the Williston Library (FOWL).

Scholarships awarded include $500 for fall 2018 
and $500 for spring 2019. The scholarships are a 
one-time opportunity made available by funds 
raised from the Promise for the Future Campaign 
aimed at building and enrolling students in the first 
permanent higher education facility in Levy 
County.

 To be eligible, students must graduate from a 
Levy County high school in 2018 and enroll at the 
CF Levy Campus for the 2018 fall semester. 
Applicants must have a minimum high school GPA 
of 2.5 and enroll in at least six credit hours each 
semester with at least one on-site class held at the 
Levy Campus.

 The campus located at 15390 N.W. Highway 19, 
Chiefland, features a comprehensive student center 
with enrollment services, counseling and advising, 
financial aid, testing, computer stations, a campus 
bookstore, student lounge and student life office, a 
health and wellness area, five fully equipped multi-
purpose classrooms, a large multidiscipline science 
lab, and three state-of-the-art computer labs for 
college credit and corporate education courses.

 To learn more about the scholarships, call 352-
658-4077. To learn more about the campus visit 
www.CF.edu/Levy.

Levy students eligible 
for CFC scholarships
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Quote of the Week
If you're going through hell, keep going.

Winston Churchill
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Bob At The Movies

Robert
Garver

“Rampage” stars 
Dwayne Johnson as a 
primatologist who has to 
save Chicago from the 
triple terror of an enor-
mous genetically-mutat-
ed gorilla, an enormous 
genetically-mutated wolf, 
and an enormous geneti-
cally-mutated crocodile.

Right off the bat you 
should know whether or 
not this is a movie you 
want to see. But if you 
still haven’t made up 
your mind, consider this: 
there are no fewer than 
three scenes where 
Johnson steals an empty 
helicopter.

 Is that a movie you 
want to see, one where 
The Rock steals three 
empty helicopters? It’s 
perfectly fine to say yes 
and it’s perfectly fine to 
say no, but I seriously 
doubt you’re anywhere in 
the middle. 

Johnson’s gorilla care-
taker is in charge of 
George, a rare albino 
specimen that can be 
ferocious when he wants 
to be, but usually just 
goofs off using sign lan-
guage ( Johnson taught 
him two obscene ges-
tures for some reason).

An exploding space 
station brings to Earth 
three canisters of genet-
ic-modification gas. One 
affects a wolf in 
Wyoming, one affects a 
croc in Florida, and one 
affects George. Johnson 
tries to control his friend 
(his repeated calling of 
the name “George” can 
only bring to mind 
George of the Jungle), 
but the ape is growing, 
his temperament is 
worsening, and he’s 
smashing everything in 
sight. Some government 
tranq-ing takes care of 
him temporarily, but 
it’s… not to last. 

Other characters 
include Naomie Harris 
as a scientist who serves 
as a companion for 
Johnson, Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan as a smug gov-
ernment agent with a 
drawling cowboy persona 
(he refers to one of the 
stolen helicopters as a 
“whirly-bird” in a 
moment that summariz-
es his character perfect-
ly), Joe Manganiello as a 
mercenary put in charge 
of hunting the wolf, and 
Malin Akerman and 
Jake Lacy as a pair of 
billionaire siblings whose 
corporation is behind the 
out-of-control experi-
ments.

 Akerman has the 
bright idea to use a pow-
erful radio signal to draw 
the three creatures to the 
middle of Chicago. I’m 
sure she explains why 
she thinks this is a good 
idea, but her reasoning is 
lost on me because it’s 
easy to see that it’s a 
really, really bad idea. 

The climax of the film 
is a whole lot of destruc-
tion. The animals all 
zero in on the radio sig-
nal coming from the top 
of a skyscraper that also 
houses an antidote, 
which is why our heroes 
have to be there too. Yes, 
the gorilla is climbing 
the skyscraper, and yes, 
the film knows what that 
brings to mind. The mil-
itary and populace are no 
match for any one of the 
creatures, but maybe if 
Johnson can tap into the 
goodness of his old 

Rampage

Dwindling wealth, 
middle classes and 

Marvin Gaye
“Are things really gettin’ 

better, like the newspapers 
say? 
What else is new my friend, 
besides what I read?” 
 
“What’s Happening 
Brother?” as performed by 
Marvin Gaye

Unemployment has 
declined steadily since late 2009. Wage 
growth appears to finally be waking from 

its decades-long slumber, albeit very slowly for low-
er-income folks. And some industrial and blue-col-
lar companies are so desperate for employees that 
they are offering sign-on bonuses to new workers.  

The Federal Reserve is no longer artificially stim-
ulating the economy. Their plan to progressively 
raise interest rates up to four times this year speaks 
to their confidence in an economy finally rebound-
ing from the Great Recession.

On the surface, things seem to be getting better.  
In the soft underbelly of our economy, well, not so 
much. Here’s what we mean.

A recent survey found that a record 30 percent of 
American households, or almost a third of the pop-
ulation, enjoy no non-home wealth. That means 
that if you take away the little equity they carry in 
their homes, they owe more than they own. 

The number of households in this situation has 
been on a steady rise since the late 1960s, with the 
exception of the late 1990s, when the tech bubble 
temporarily inflated the net worth of households.  
What this means is that millions are one cata-
strophic illness, one serious accident or a few missed 
paydays from financial ruin.  Forget affording col-
lege for kids or putting money away.  This is why 
the housing bubble was so intertwined with the 
Great Recession; the stock market decline was 
accompanied by a strong real estate decline.  A 
home equity loan may be a last resort for many in 
this 30 percent group, and if home values suddenly 
decline significantly, that option is lost.  

Many factors are to blame for America’s relative-
ly-new “permanent underclass.” Economists often 
cite stagnating wages for the inflation-adjusted drop 
in living standards for lower-income Americans. 
Some cite the lack of participation in the stock 
market, with household stock ownership being 
around 10 percent lower than it was 20 years ago. 
You can’t benefit from a rising stock market if you 
don’t have the discretionary income to invest.

Those arguments have merit and are a part of the 
equation. But if I had to offer a primary reason why 
many Americans can’t get ahead it would be the 
cost of healthcare. 
In 1960, health care costs were only 5 percent of 
GDP. Two years ago, health care costs were almost 
18 percent of our GDP. In 2016, health care costs 
per person in the U.S. were $10,348; in 1960, they 
were a paltry $146 per capita. On average, health-
care costs have risen faster than both wages and 
inflation for decades on end. If we solve this conun-
drum, our middle class may flourish again.

Margaret R. McDowell, ChFC®, AIF®, author of the syndicated 
economic column “Arbor Outlook,” is the founder of Arbor Wealth 
Management, LLC, (850.608.6121 – www.arborwealth.net), a 
f iduciary, “fee-only” registered investment advisory f irm located 
near Destin.  This column should not be considered personalized 
investment advice and provides no assurance that any specif ic strat-
egy or investment will be suitable or profitable for an investor. 
 

Arbor Outlook

Margaret
McDowell

Embrace every moment
At the beginning 

of the first 
Gulf War, I 

had an opportunity to 
spend every penny I had 
to my name in order to 
fly to Singapore to see 
my husband who had 
been on deployment 
with the US Navy for 
five and one-half 
months.  The reality of 
war meant that his current trip home 
would temporarily port in Singapore 
for five days and then turn around 
and head straight back to where he 
had left; the Gulf War region of the 
world. 

In the life of a military wife, the 
possibility that I would not see my 
husband for another five and one-half 
months was now a reality, the possi-
bility that I would never see him 
again was now a threat with a great 
big red exclamation point behind it.  I 
was terrified.

I was very nervous to scrape up 
every penny that we had, but I was 
determined to see my husband before 
he went off to war.  I needed to 
express my dedication to him and my 
absolute dependence for him to return 
to my side.  He needed to know that 
without him I would be unable to 
breathe, that my heart would stop 
beating, and that my life would 
immediately end.  He needed to know 
that our sweet baby needed him to 
come home because she loved her 
daddy so deeply that growing up 
without him would not be possible.  
He needed to know that our prayers 
of protection would pour out to heav-
en every moment of the day and that 
angels would surround him when he 
was in danger. 

Unfortunately, the airlines found 
out what was going on and instantly 
air tickets jumped from $500 to 
$5,000.  Five hundred dollars for a 
poor military family living in San 
Diego Calif. during that time was an 
astronomical fee, $5,000 was impossi-
ble.  But, I was determined that not 
even the airlines would keep me from 
what might possibly be my last 
chance to see my husband alive.  I 
pulled every penny we had out of the 
bank, dug for change through coat 
pockets and the couch, and purchased 
my airfare. 

I was teaching art classes at the 
time so it was necessary for me to 
rearrange my commitments to my 
students.  One of my students was a 
wife of a retired combat veteran.  She 
pulled me to the side and shared her 
great wisdom with me.  She advised 
me that the first two days with my 
husband would be wonderful, but the 
third day together would be sad.  I 
was so confused.  I had no idea what 
she was telling me.  She continued.  
The third day would be our “Hump 
Day”.  She cautioned me not to think 
about it, not to let the fact that we 
were on our downhill slide of having 
to separate, destroy the final few days 
that we would have together.  She 
said to push it out of my mind any-
way possible and to enjoy every 
moment we had.  Her advice was 
worth more than I paid for that blast-
ed airline ticket.  In fact, her advice 
was invaluable. 

On the third day together, I woke 
up and immediately realized that we 

were beginning the 
end of our time 
together.  Just as 
quickly as I thought 
that I also remem-
bered what my wise 
student had told me.  
I wiped the worries 
away and I enjoyed 
every moment I had 
with my husband in 
Singapore.  We paint-

ed that town green, let me tell you.  
We shopped, toured, ate out, and 
enjoyed every green dollar that we 
spent.  Thank goodness, the American 
dollar had value there because we only 
had what my husband had in his 
pocket to spend.

I think about this experience and 
the advice my student gave me often 
in life.  She must have seen some-
thing in my personality that motivat-
ed her to share this priceless advice 
with me when it was critical for my 
survival.  She said that if worry took 
over, regret would fill my life if my 
husband were lost during battle.  
Regret that our last few days together 
on earth had been ruined with sad-
ness and worry rather than happiness 
and blissful expressions of love.  She 
was right - and to this day, I remain 
grateful to my art student for teaching 
me, her teacher, something I did not 
know. 

Now that 2018 is here, I find myself 
thinking, wow, 2020 is just around the 
corner.  For my husband and me, 
2020 marks a milestone in our lives.  
Although my husband has been 
retired from the military for over 20 
years, in 2020, he and I will hit the 
customary age of retirement in 
America.  I do not know if it is 
because I labor in the field of death or 
what, but I think about the day that 
death will hit either my husband or 
me quite often.  I bury decedents 
younger than myself regularly, and I 
wonder if my time is near.  
Sometimes it motivates me to arrange 
my life so that those I leave behind 
will not be burdened with my affairs.  
Other times worry lets sadness touch 
my heart and I cannot bear the 
thoughts that fill my soul.

On days that worry overtakes me, I 
remember my wise art student’s 
advice.  If death were to strike me 
tomorrow, I would not want to have 
given up even one second of happi-
ness with my family over worrying.  
And so, I push worry and sadness 
aside, as I did in Singapore, and I fill 
my heart with all of the glorious 
blessings that God has given me.  I 
call my children and my grandchil-
dren.  I express my love for them and 
the joy that each of them brings me, 
and I walk over to my husband, 
embrace him, and whisper in his ear 
that I love him.  Privately, I offer 
thanks to God for the priceless gift of 
love and the joy it has given me.

Recently, my husband and I were 
approached by a marketing group 
about filming a YouTube show.  
Primarily it would focus on highlight-
ing our marriage, our intense devo-
tion, and our love for each other.  My 
husband and I are concerned because 
we both wonder how our daily life 
together could fill a YouTube channel 
with enough interest to engage a 
faithful audience.  I was discussing it 

Pushing Up Daisies

Tracy
Renee

Lee

SEE GARVER PAGE 12

SEE  LEE PAGE 14

In Memory of
Sgt. Noel Ramirez Jr. 

and 
Deputy Taylor Lindsey

EOW: April 19, 2018

"When a police 
officer is killed, 

it's not an agency
that loses an officer, 
it's an entire nation."

Chris Cosgriff
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2018 Relay for Life

The faces of hope: cancer survivors celebrate another year of life.

The fellas from Firecreek kept the music – and the party – going.

Getting locked up at Relay was a good thing – it 
raised more money to find a cure.

Real heroes raise money to find a cure for cancer.

The team from Regional General Hospital, decked out for Easter, was also a Rising Star 
Team, a big feat for any Relay team.

And of course members of the high school band not only 
performed, but mugged for the camera.

Photos by Mary Beth Weatherly

More photos coming to Facebook soon



7Williston PioneerThursday,  April 26, 2018

ASK US ABOUT
NEW BETTER
INTERNET
352-493-1327

Led by the Explorers, a memory lap was walked for the men and women who die protecting us, with special emphasis on the two Gilchrist County depu-
ties who died just days earlier.

We're not identifying this bevy of beauties, but we will give a hint or two: they're sworn to 
protect, heal and minister. Yeah, that's what we thought too.

Whatever is being said, it's unsure if Relay Chair Missy Maguire, right, is 
buying it.

The models for the "Say Yes To The Dress" competition. It's doubtful if Vera 
Wang or Ralph Lauren have anything to fear.

Photos by Mary Beth Weatherly

How many does it take to dress for success?
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4th Annual Tom Muff Car Show
at Holy Family Catholic Church

Elvis may have left the building, but he's hanging around Williston. His 
sweet ride is owned by Kent and Darlene Thall of Fruitland Park.

The Honor Guard from Williston JROTC presented the colors to start the 
day.

Things stayed lively with Big D (Dan Holton) on the scene.

Sheyla and Luna thought they were hiding behind the lilies.

Whether you call it classic or vintage, it's still a conversation piece.

Colton had to get a boost to look inside the WWII vehi-
cle, which may or may not still hold a soldier.

Not only was there a WWII vehicle, the owner took the time to dress the part as well.

Photos by Paul Jones

Leanne Swarts, left, and Isabelle "Izzy" 
Swarts were selling books alongside the car 
show. Izzy has aspirations of attending art 
school.

The late Tom Muff was a WWII veteran 
and a car buff. Each year the church 
holds the show in his memory. Proceeds 
go to community outreach.
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SHERIFF’S REPORTS
The Levy County Sheriff ’s Office 

reports the following arrests:
• April 22, Edwin Guillermo Alegria, 

28, Alachua, no DL. Bond $1,500.
• April 20, Ricky Lee Alston, 32, 

Chiefland, keeping a structure for drug 
activity, delivering/distributing 
Methaqualone or Mecloqualone. Bond 
$125,000.

• April 17, Vivian Lorraine Bailey, 38, 
Chiefland, VOP. Bond $10,000.

• April 18, Deontre Leron Baker, 19, Williston, 
burglary, vehicle theft. Bond $55,000.

• April 17, Stephen Michael Baker, 26, Inglis, 
battery, vehicle theft, resisting W/OV. Bond 
$40,000.

• April 18, Ashley Avis Batton, 30, Bronson, 
aggravated assault, battery. Bond $11,000.

• April 18, Walter Evan Bell, 36, Cedar Key, 
grand theft. Bond $25,000.

• April 19, Trevor Allen Bohon, 19, Chiefland, 
possession of marijuana with intent to sell, manu-
facture or deliver, possession of marijuana over 20 
grams, possession and/or use drug equipment. 
Bond $56,000.

• April 18, Guy Romero Bowers, 22, Chiefland, 
grand theft, robbery with firearm. Bond $175,000.

• April 22, Benjamin Cory Bridges, 26, Bronson, 
battery. Bond $10,000.

• April 20, Delrikos Anton Brooks, 36, Perry, out 
of county warrant. Bond $1,170.

• April 19, Christopher Michael Bryan, 35, 
aggravated battery, possession of marijuana not 
more than 20 grams. Bond $101,000.

• April 18, Julie Ann Cordell, 33, Dunnellon, 
possession of a new legend drug w/o a prescription, 
possession of a weapon by a convicted felon, bur-
glary, grand theft, resisting W/OV, possession of a 
controlled substance w/o a prescription, possession 
and/or use drug equipment. Bond $141,000.

• April 17, Anna Marie 
Davis, 42, Chiefland, bat-
tery, resisting officer 
W/V. Bond $30,000.

• April 21, Gabriel 
Wade Deburger, 41, 
Heltonville, Ind., shop-
lifting. Bond $5,000.

• April 19, Jose Martin 
Dominguez, 30, VOP.

• April 16, David Alton 
Dyals, 37, Old Town, violation of FWC rule. Bond 
$500.

• April 19, Brittney Lynn Gottman, 26, Trenton, 
VOP.

• April 16, Ryan Levi Hallman, 42, possession of 
marijuana not more than 20 grams, possession and/
or use drug equipment. 

• April 16, Michael Patrick Hicks, 32, 
Dunnellon, battery, VOP. Bond $20,000.

• April 18, Charity Huffman, 30, Williston, pos-
session of marijuana not more than 20 grams. Bond 
$1,000.

• April 19, Kendra K. James, 30, Williston, 
assault, two counts petit theft, robbery by sudden 
snatching with firearm, robbery, resisting W/OV. 
Bond $365,000.

• April 18, William Eric Johnson, 48, Chiefland, 
committing crime wearing mask or hood, robbery 
with firearm, producing marijuana. Bond $170,000.

• April 18, Tony Joseph Knight, 32, Cedar Key, 
reisting/fleeing/eluding, grand theft. Bond $50,000.

• April 19, Meagan Michelle Lopez, 21, 
Chiefland, attached registration license plate not 
assigned. ROR.

• April 18, George Gregory McClendon, 47, 
Orlando, DWLR, possession of marijuana not 
more than 20 grams. Bond $2,000.

• April 17, Kevonte Lenard McDonald, 28, 
Chiefland, battery. Bond $25,000.

• April 16, Maria Elena Mendieta-Palacios, 33, 
Archer, FTA. Bond $25,000.

• April 16, Taylor Mae O’Connor, 28, Inglis, pos-
session of a new legend drug w/o prescription.

• April 16, Michael Wayne Padgett Jr., 29, 
Trenton, possession of a controlled substance w/o a 
prescription, possession of marijuana over 20 
grams, possession of drug paraphernalia. Bond 
$11,000.

• April 18, Shawn Paul Pearson, 21, Ft. White, 
DWLSR. Bond $1,000.

• April 19, John Pisciotta, 55, Williston, out of 
county warrant. 

• April 21, Willie James Powell Jr., 39, Ocala, 
retail theft. Bond $15,000.

• April 16, Amelia Suzanne Purvis, 29, Williston, 
possession of cocaine, possession and/or use of drug 
equipment. Bond $16,000.

• April 17, David Ray Queen, 23, Chiefland, bat-
tery.

• April 20, Samuel Lee Rhodes, 58, Chiefland, 
possession and/or use of drug equipment. ROR.

• April 20, Jonathan David Speece, 42, Inglis, 
battery. Bond $2,000.

• April 17, Jeffrey Earl Stark, 54, Williston, con-
tempt of court. Bond $50,000.

• April 21, Charles Jacob Turner, 24, Hernando, 
DWLSR, resisting W/OV. Bond $25,000.

• April 17, Peggy Wasileff, 49, Inglis, possession 
and/or use drug equipment.

• April 19, Jethro Herbert White, 30, Williston, 
assault, possession of a weapon or ammunition by a 
convicted felon, two counts petit theft, robbery 
with a firearm, home invasion with a firearm. Bond 
$725,000.

• April 17, Natalie Wood, 32, Newberry, FTA. 
Bond $2,000.

• April 18, Deborah Gail York, 42, Old Town, 
shoplifting. Bond $500.

Often Used Abbreviations
   Driver’s License–DL
   Driving While License Suspended or 
   Revoked–DWLSR
   Driving Under the Influence–DUI
   Failure to Appear–FTA
   Released on Own Recognizance–ROR
   Resisting With Violence–RWV
   Resisting Without Violence–RW/OV
   Violation of Probation–VOP

Continued from page 2

Bubba’s PlacePackage & Lounge

Open 365 Days a Year
Noon - 2 a.m.

D.J Every Night 
Starting at 9 p.m.

Happy Hour Everyday
From Noon - 6 p.m.

Nightly Drink Specials
352-463-9925

17652 NW Hwy 19. 
Fanning Springs

Pool Tournaments
Sun - Thurs.

Happenings

A non-profit organization, Tri-County Pregnancy 
Center exists to help women who are experiencing 
an unplanned pregnancy with emotional and prac-
tical assistance.  All of the services are free.

Call 352-528-0200 for more information.

Music With Ms. Sarah
Ms. Sarah's Music Program for Pre-Schoolers 

continues at the Williston Public Library every 
Wednesday from 10:30-11:30 a.m.

The library is located at 10 SE 1st St., Williston.

Lions Club Meeting
The Williston Lions Club meets on the first 

Monday of every month at 6 p.m. at the clubhouse, 
401 SE 6th Ave., Williston.  

• Fridays: The Children’s Table is at the Club 
from 2 to 4:30 p.m.

•Wednesday: Bingo at the Club at 2 p.m. and 
again at 6 p.m.  Bring a new friend or canned 
goods for free cards.

• Every Friday through Sunday 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

Indoor Flea Market/ Thrift Store. Vendors can set 
up outside for free.

Offering FREE Eyesight Screenings for adults 
and children over 7.

Some New Things: The club will host a Meet-
and-Greet Cruise-In the third Thursday of each 
month with free coffee.

On the fourth Saturday of each month from 9 
a.m. until 2, the club will host an animal swap. You 
can buy, sell, barter or give away dogs and cats, 
which have been immunized with certificate of 
health.  

Those with parakeets or other exotic birds must 
have a state license.  

Vendors who have plants and vegetables are also 
encouraged to participate in the weekly flea market 
on Saturday.

Williston Junior Horseman’s Club
The Junior Horseman’s Club invites all children 

ages 5-17 years to participate in a fun, mounted 
horse club. The club offers bi-monthly mounted 
meetings, introductions to a wide variety of disci-
plines, trail rides, games, mini clinics, hippology, 
field trips and much more.Meetings are every other 
Tuesday from 6:30-8 p.m. at the Williston Horse 
Park. 

For more information please contact Candice & 
Scott Miller 845-518-1239/352-512-8284 
Rmsranch@icloud.com

Gas prices soaring
Average retail gasoline prices in Florida have 

risen 6.8 cents per gallon in the past week, averag-
ing $2.73/g yesterday, according to GasBuddy's 
daily survey of 8,237 gas outlets in Florida. This 
compares with the national average that has 
increased 3.4 cents per gallon in the last week to 
$2.75/g, according to gasoline price website 
GasBuddy.com. 

Including the change in gas prices in Florida 
during the past week, prices yesterday were 27.9 
cents per gallon higher than the same day one year 
ago and are 19.8 cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago. The national average has increased 15.5 
cents per gallon during the last month and stands 
33.5 cents per gallon higher than this day one year 
ago.

According to GasBuddy historical data, gasoline 
prices on April 23 in Florida have ranged widely 
over the last five years:

$2.45/g in 2017, $2.06/g in 2016, $2.55/g in 
2015, $3.74/g in 2014 and $3.46/g in 2013.

"Gas price increases gripped 49 of the nation's 50 
states again last week as oil prices continued their 
upward move to new multi-year highs. In addition, 
government data highlighted a new record for gaso-
line demand was breached last week, and we're not 

SEE GAS PAGE 12
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Faith

First 
Presbyterian 

Church
Sunday Service 11 a.m.

Celebrating 90 years 
of service to God 

and the Community

Visitors Welcome

firstpresbyterianwilliston.org

247 N.E. 1st St. Williston
(352) 528-2258

FFiiiirrsst 

Adult Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Holy Family
 Catholic Church
12353 NE 27A Williston

352-528-2893

Mass Times

Wednesday:  7 p.m.
Thursday/Friday:  9 a.m.
Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 11:00 

a.m.
1 p.m. (Spanish)

Confession:  20 min. prior 
to Sunday Masses or 

by appointment

“Holy Family Catholic 
Church Welcome Home”

Pastor Danny Bennett
Welcomes You!

CHURCH BRIEFS
First Baptist Williston

Zumba
The First Baptist Church of 

Williston invites ladies to Zumba 
every Tuesday from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
There is a $1 charge.

Highlands Baptist Church
Highlands Baptist Church hosts a 

Gospel Sing the second Saturday of 
every month starting at 6 p.m.

Bring a covered dish, your guitars, 
banjos, and fiddles.

The church is located at  14631 SE 
30th Street (County Road 326) 
Morriston. (352)529-7886

Ellzey UMC Bible Study
Ellzey United Methodist Church 

has a Bible study every Thursday, 3:30 
– 5 p.m.  The study is called The 
Lamb of God: Seeing Jesus in 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy, by Nancy Guthrie.  
The church is located two miles west 
of Otter Creek on State Road 24 at 
the intersection of SW CR 336.

Holy Family Catholic
Angel House
Angel House Thrift Store at Holy 

Family Catholic Church, located 
three miles from Williston at 17353 
NE Hwy 27 Alt,  is open Friday and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
every weekend.

Zumba
Holy Family Catholic Church hosts 

Zumba every Thursday from 5:30 - 
6:30 p.m. There is a $2 charge.

St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church 

The Altar & Rosary Society of St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church will 
hold a flea market Saturday, April 28 
in Father Stegeman Hall located at 
7525 U.S. Hwy. 41 in Dunnellon, 
from 8 -1. Many items will be for sale 
including the famous jewelry bou-
tique. Light refreshments will be 
available for a nominal fee.

Crossword 
Community 

Church
Worship Service 
Sunday 11 a.m.

Lewie Fugate, pastor
528-0552

crosswordcommunitychurch. org
Visit us at:

Call 528-3343 
to have 

your church 
listed here.

The insanity of grace

You know that it was not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed 
down to you from your forefathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect.

—1 Peter 1:18-19

As a Pharisee of the 
Pharisees, Paul had been 
an enemy of the 
Christian church --- 

even to the point of capturing and 
persecuting believers. By calling him-
self “the least of the apostles,” Paul 
felt unworthy to be called an apostle 
of Christ. He was not putting him-
self down, but rather he realized that 
although all of the apostles had been 
drawn from sin, he was the one who had actively 
persecuted the church of God. He realized the 
depth of the error and sin from which he had been 
saved, so much so that he knew he did not even 
deserve to be called an apostle. Paul knew that is 
was only by God’s “grace” that he was saved and 
enabled to serve but too that he was given such a 
privilege and responsibility as an apostle.

Not only can we do nothing to earn God’s grace, 
but it is God who continues to bind our hearts to 
Him. Grace is a constant theme throughout the 
Bible which culminates in the crucifixion of Jesus. 
The grace of God is the most beautiful and most 
powerful thing we will ever encounter, but it is also 
the most difficult concept to wrap our minds 
around. Grace challenges our understanding of 
what is fair and what people deserve. In the sim-
plest of terms “grace” means “God moving heaven 
and earth to save sinners who are utterly not able 
to save themselves.”  

Grace means God sending His only begotten 
Son into the world to die on a cruel cross, to 
descend into hell, and to rise out of the grave so 
that we who are guilty might be reconciled unto 
Himself and received into heaven. As theologian 
Paul Enns states, “Grace may be defined as the 
unmerited or underserving favor of God to those 
who are under condemnation.” 

With great grace comes great power. If grace 
only presented itself to us as the love of God in 
Christ as the way of salvation and reconciliation 
back to God, we would be hard pressed to live as 
believers. Grace is not simply leniency when we 
have sinned. Grace is the enabling gift and power 
of God not to sin. Grace is power, not just a par-
don. 

According to Scripture, there is something that 

teaches us to say no to sin—some-
thing that trains us to renounce 
ungodliness and teaches us instead 
to live righteous and godly lives. We 
see the answer in Paul’s letter to 
Titus, the pastor of the first church 
on the island of Crete. There the 
apostle writes: “For the grace of God 
has appeared, bringing salvation for 
all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, 

and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives 
in the present age” (Titus 2:11-12).

As Paul states, “It is grace—only grace—that has 
the power to teach us to say no to ungodliness and 
to renounce the sinful desires of this world, and to 
live instead a life that is pleasing to God.” This is 
the sanctifying power of the grace of God.

With grace comes an expectation to grow in 
grace. In the Apostle Peter’s second letter, he had 
something to say about grace. He said, “You there-
fore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 
beware lest you also fall from your own steadfast-
ness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both 
now and forever. Amen.” (2 Peter 3:17-18 NKJV)

Verse 18 makes it clear that there is a contrast. 
Peter says, “. . . but grow in grace.” Verse 17 is a 
warning: “. . . beware lest you also fall . . . being led 
away with the error of the wicked.” So we are faced 
with a choice. We are forewarned. Something has 
to be done; we cannot just stand still. Nor can we 
just drift. Some effort has to be made to ensure 
spiritual growth takes place in our lives.

What does it mean to grow in grace? The lesson 
we learn from every life form is that “all things 
grow” [or they die] and that growth is highly 
dependent upon specific environmental factors. 
The Christian life begins with “birth,” and after 
birth comes “growth” — if there is no growth after 
being born, then there is no life. The expectation of 
Scripture isn’t that we grow old together, but that 
we grow up together. 

Believers are encouraged to be strong in grace. 
God makes the resource of His strength available 
to us (Ephesians 6:10-11). Yet it does not come as 
we sit back passively and suppose that God will 

simply pour it into us. He brings His strength to us 
as we seek Him and rely on Him instead of our 
own strength.

There is nothing that can make us as strong as 
saying, “I am a child of God in Jesus Christ” and 
“I have the love and favor of God even though I 
don’t deserve it.” That is the strength that comes 
by grace. If our faith is going to survive in this sin 
sick world, we had better grow in God’s grace, but 
too we had better become strong in God’s grace.

Believers can also have an abundance of grace. 
Acts 4:33 says, “And with great power the apostles 
were giving testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them 
all.” 1 Timothy 1: 14 says, “And the grace of our 
Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and 
love which are found in Christ Jesus.” Romans 
5:17 says, “For if by the transgression of the one, 
death reigned through the one, much more those 
who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift 
of righteousness will reign in life through the One, 
Jesus Christ.” 2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is 
able to make all grace abound toward you, that 
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may have an abundance for every good work” 
(NKJV). John 1:16 says, “For of His fullness we 
have all received, and grace upon grace.”

The common theme with each of these Scripture 
verses is “the abundance of grace.” Given that we 
need grace from God in order to be saved, made 
whole, given a new identity in Christ, redeemed, 
regenerated, made holy, and given eternal life, 
obviously grace is rather abundant in its saving and 
transformative power.  Furthermore, it implies that 
we are totally hopeless and lost without the grace 
of God.

Grace is being loved when you are the unlovable. 
Grace is love coming at you but it has nothing to 
do with you the beloved. It has everything and 
only to do with the Lover of our souls. Grace is 
irrational! Grace is not just the basis for our right 
standing with God, but too all of life is grounded 
in grace. Through the riches of God’s great grace 
we receive forgiveness, and it is His grace that 
moves us forward in our Christian walk. Are you 
living in God’s grace?

Keith 
Stewart

Morriston Baptist Church

Time is not your enemy
When I first 

started deer 
hunting it 

seemed the season would 
never come around. It 
reminded me how, as a 
youngster, I would antici-
pate Christmas. The 
night before both days I 
never slept much. Today 
is much different. 

I’m not sure why, but it feels as if 
the time between turkey and deer sea-
son is barely negligible. And even 
though I get excited to be back into 
the woods, I usually get a good night’s 
sleep the night before opening day. 

I try to do as much fishing as possi-
ble during the time between the sea-
sons, but my primary goal is to 
accomplish a few home projects as 
well as my honey-do list. In order to 
keep me going, I just consider these 
projects part of my preseason prepara-
tions. 

The problem is I’m already feeling 
the pressure of getting everything 
done. The summer days are so hot 
that it doesn’t take long to wear out. 
And the middle of those days is off 
limits if the work must be done out-
side. 

There’s also the legitimate work 
that has to be done before deer season 
starts. Whether it’s shooting my bow 

or hanging a tree stand, 
these things take valu-
able time. And it seems 
each year I always need 
more of that. 

One of the old rock 
and roll songs that I 
used to listen to says, 
“Time keeps on slippin’ 
slippin’ into the future.” 

That’s the truth. Time 
stops, or even slows down, for no one; 
and neither does it speed up. It just 
plots along without regard for any of 
our circumstances or excuses. Those 
things we have put off for years will 
most likely continue to be put off. I 
hate to tell you that, but it’s the truth. 
I don’t know how many people have 
told me they want to write a book but 
they can’t seem to find the time. They 
never will. There is no more. 

I hope that you’ll look at those 
things you have put off for many 
years and decide to do something 
about them. I hope you will realize 
your good intentions have forever 
remained just that; and that it’s time 
to turn them into great accomplish-
ments. Time is not our enemy. It is 
the accountability instrument that 
God has given us to help us be all He 
has made us to be. 

Contact Gary Miller at gary@outdoortruths.
org

Outdoor Truths

Gary
Miller
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Legal Notices
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE EIGHT JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR LEVY 

COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Case No.: 38-2018-CA-000157

HOWARD R. ELDRIDGE,
Plaintiff,

vs. 

MARGARET GRIFFIN, if mar-
ried if alive and if dead, her 
respective, known and 
unknown spouse, heirs, devi-
sees, grantees, creditors, or 
other parties claiming by, 
through, under or against the 
hereinabove individually, and 
AMERICAN GENERAL HOME 
EQUITY, INC. its heirs, admin-
istrators, assigns, creditors, 
or other parties claiming by, 
through, under or against 
them,
Defendants/

To: Margaret Griffin
10295 NE 102nd Avenue
Archer, Florida 32618

NOTICE OF ACTION

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an 
action to Quiet Title as to the 
following described lands locat-
ed in Levy County, Florida:

Those lands described in 
exhibit “A” attached hereto and 
made a part hereof by refer-
ence.

TAX PARCEL No; 03251-
020-00

EXHIBIT A:
LOT 13, BLOCK “C”, 

BRONZE SUN ACRES, AN 
UNRECORDED SUBDIVISION 
IN THE SE ¼ OF SECTION 34, 
TOWNSHIP 11 SOUTH, 
RANGE 17 EAST, LEVY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
COMMENCE AT THE SW 
CORNER OF THE SE ¼ OF 
SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 11 
SOUTH, RANGE 17 EAST, 
THENCE N 00 DEG. 57 MIN. 
10 SEC. E, ALONG THE WEST 
BOUNDARY LINE OF SE 1/4 A 
DISTANCE OF 1301.61 FEET 
TO AN INTERSECTION WITH 
THE SOUTHEASTERLY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
STATE ROAD NO. 24 (80 
FEET WIDE); THENCE N 42 
DEG. 49 MIN. 27 SEC. E 
ALONG SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE A DISTANCE OF 499.25 
FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING; THENCE 
CONTINUE N 42 DEG. 49 MIN. 
27 SEC. E ALONG SAID 
SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE, 270.97 FEET; 
THENCE S 47 DEG. 10 MIN. 
33 SEC. E, 227.02 FEET 
THENCE S 00 DEG. 57 MIN. 
00 SEC. E. 425.00 FEET TO 
THE CENTER LINE OF A 50 
FOOT STREET; THENCE S 89 
DEG. 03 MIN. 00 SEC. W, 
ALONG THE CENTER LINE 
OF SAID 50 FOOT STREET 
300 FEET TO THE CENTER 
LINE OF A 50 FOOT STREET 
THENCE N 00 DEG. 57 MIN. 
00 SEC. W, ALONG SAID 
CENTER LINE OF SAID 50 
FOOT STREET 266.0 FEET 
TO THE P.C. OF A CURVE 
CONCAVE SOUTHWESTERLY 
HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE 
OF 46 DEG. 13 MIN. 33 SEC. 
AND A RADIUS OF 166.71 
F E E T;  T H E N C E 
NORTHWESTLY ALONG AND 
WITH THE ARC OF SAID 
CURVE AN ARC DISTANCE 
OF 134.50 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING. LESS 
AND EXCEPT THAT PORTION 
DESCRIBED IN THE RIGHT 
OF WAY DEED IN FAVOR OF 
LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA AS 
RECORDED IN OR BOOK 
771, PAGE 160, PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF LEVY COUNY, 
FLORIDA.

Filed against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if an, on 
RONALD. W. STEVENS, P.A., 
Petitioner’s attorney, whose 
address is Post Office Box 
1444, Bronson, Florida 32621, 
on or before May 14, 2018, and 
file the original with the Clerk of 
Court either before service on 
Plaintiff’s attorney or immedi-
ately thereafter, otherwise a 
Default will be entered against 
you for the relief demanded in 
the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and the 
seal of this Court on April 2, 
2018.

L. Latson
Clerk of Court

Published April 5, April 12, 
April 19 and April 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE EIGHT JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR LEVY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Case No.: 38-2018-CA-000125

DAVID E. ROBERTS,
Plaintiff,

vs. 

NP MANAGEMENT AND IN-
VESTMENTS LLC, A Florida 

Legal
advertising 
deadline is 

3 p.m. Monday

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN 
AND FOR LEVY COUNTY, 

FLORIDA

CASE NO: 38-2018-CP-
000057

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 
DIANA LESLIE SHEEHAN,
a/k/a DIANA L. SHEEHAN,
  Deceased /

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the 
estate of Diana Leslie Sheehan 
a/k/a Diana L. Sheehan Case 
No:2018-CP-000057, is pend-
ing in the Circuit Court for Levy 
County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which 
is 355 South Court Street, 
Bronson, Florida 32621.  The 
names and addresses of the 
personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having 
claims or demands against 
decedent’s estate, including 
unmatured, contingent or unliq-
uidated claims, on whom a 
copy of this notice is served 
must file their claims with this 
court WITHIN THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS 
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the 
decedent and other persons 
having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate, 
including unmatured, contin-
gent or unliquidated claims, 
must file their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

The date of first publication 
of this Notice is  April 19. 2018.

RONALD W. STEVENS, P.A.
RONALD W. STEVENS
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL  
REPRESENTATIVE
FLORIDA BAR NO: 777470 
P.O. BOX 1444
BRONSON, FLORIDA 32621
(342) 486-3039
rwstevens_1@yahoo.com

Kimberly Peterson
P E R S O N A L 
REPRESENTATIVE
376 Townley Road
Oxford, Georgia 30054

Published April 19, April 26, 
2018

 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
IN AND FOR LEVY COUNTY, 

FLORIDA

CASE NO: 38-2018-CP-00052

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF 
ROY EDWARD WEEMS, SR.,
  Deceased./

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the 
estate of ROY EDWARD 
WEEMS, SR., Case No:38-
2018-CP-000052, Is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Levy 
County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which 
is 355 South Court Street, 
Bronson, Florida 32621.  The 
names and addresses of the 
personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having 
claims or demands against 
decedent’s estate, including 
unmatured, contingent or unliq-
uidated claims, on whom a 
copy of this notice is served 
must file their claims with this 
court WITHIN THE LATER OF 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE EIGHT JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR LEVY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Case No.: 38-2018-CA-000287

ASH INVESTMENT COMPA-
NY, A Florida Corporation
Plaintiff,

vs. 

JAMES HENRY and MARET-
TA HENRY,  if married, if alive 
and if dead, their known and 
unknown spouse, heirs, de-
visees, grantees, assignees, 
lienors, creditors, trustees, 
or in any other capacity clai-
mining by, through, underf 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE EIGHT JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR LEVY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Case No.: 38-2018-CA-000298

CONNIE DONLEY,
Plaintiff,

vs. 

ANGEL DIEZ,  if married, 
if alive and if dead,  
his/her respective, known 
and unknown spouse, heirs, 
devisees, grantees, creditors, 
or other parties claiming by, 
through, under or against her 
individually, 
Defendant/

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE EIGHT JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR LEVY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Case No.: 38-2018-CA-000109

DAVID E. ROBERTS,
Plaintiff,

vs. 

BARBARA J. BARTLETT,  if 
married, if alive and if dead,  
her respective, known and 
unknown spouse, heirs, de-
visees, grantees, creditors, 
or other parties claiming by, 
through, under or against the 
hereinabove individually, and 
PALISADES ACQUISTION, 
XVI, LLC, Assignee of MBNA 
America Bank, N.A., INTER-
NAL REVENUE SERVICE, 
its heirs, administrators, 
assigns, creditors, or other 
parties claiming by, through, 
under or against them, 
Defendants/

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO; BARBARA J. BARTLETT
12450 SE 58TH LANE
MORRISTON, FLORIDA 32668

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an 
action to Quiet Title as to the fol-
lowing described lands located 
in Levy County, Florida:

Limited Liability Company, as 
Trustee of the Quackenbush 
14851 SE 20 St. Trust dated 
June 2, 2008, and WASHING-
TON MUTUAL FINANCE, LLC, 
its administrators, assigns, 
creditors, or other parties 
claiming by, through, under 
or against it, and BEVERLY 
FUHR QUACKENBUSH, if 
married, if alive and if dead, 
her respective, known and 
unknown spouse, heirs, de-
visees, grantees, creditors, 
or other parties claiming by, 
through, under or against her 
individually, 
Defendants/

AMENDED NOTICE 
OF ACTION

To: Washington Mutual Fi-
nance, LLC

6250 NW 23rd St. #17
Gainesville, Florida 32653

Beverly Fuhr Quackenbush
PO Box 200
Williston Florida 32696

Beverly Fuhr Quackenbush
14851 SE 20th Street
Williston Florida 32696

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an 
action to Quiet Title as to the fol-
lowing described lands located 
in Levy County, Florida:

SEE EXHIBIT “A” AT-
TACHED

Tax Parcel No. 04505-014-00

EXHIBIT A

PARCEL #12 A PARCEL OF 
LAND IN SECTION 32, TOWN-
SHIP 13 SOUTH, RANGE 
18 EAST, LEVY COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, BEING MORE PAR-
TICULARY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: FOR A POINT OF 
REFERENCE COMMENCE AT 
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF SECTION 32, TOWNSHIP 
13 SOUTH, RANGE 18 EAST; 
THENCE RUN N 86 53’ 11” 
W, ALONG THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID SECTION 32, A 
DISTANCE OF 641.00 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; THENCE CONTINUE N 
86° 53’ 11” W, ALONG SAID 
SOUTH LINE OF SECTION 
32, A DISTANCE OF 641.00 
FEET; THENCE N 00° 15’05”E, 
681.00 FEET; THENCE S 86° 
53’11” E, 641 FEET; THENCE 
S 00° 15’05” W, 681.00 FEET 
TO CLOSE ON THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. THE ABOVE 
DESCRIBED PARCEL CON-
TAINING 10.01 ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS. SUBJECT TO AND 
TOGETHER WITH AN EASE-
MENT FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF INGRESS AND EGRESS 
OVER AND ACROSS THE 
SOUTH 40 FEET OF THE 
ABOVE DESCRIBED PROP-
ERTY, TOGETHER WITH 
AN EASEMENT FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF INGRESS 
AND EGRESS OVER AND 
ACROSS THE SOUTH 40 
FEET OF CONTIGUOUS PAR-
CEL 1 EXTENDING 740 FEET 
MORE OR LESS TO STATE 
ROUTE 121 AS SHOWN 
OUTLINED IN RED ON THE 
INITIALED PLOT PLAN, TO-
GETHER WITH A 1983 NOBI 
MOBILE HOME, IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER N81896, 
TITLED BY THE STATE OF 
FLORIDA, RETURNED AND 
ASSESSED A REAL PROP-
ERTY TAG NUMBER 272399, 
WHICH IS AFFIXED TO THE 
ABOVE DESCRIBED REAL 
ESTATE. TOGETHER WITH 
A 1983 NOBILITY MOBILE 
HOME BEARING ID# N81896 
AND TITLE #20333057, LO-
CATED THEREON.

has been iled against you 
and you are required to serve 
a copy of your written defens-
es, if any, on RONALD. W. 
STEVENS, P.A., Petitioner’s 
attorney, whose address is Post 
Office Box 1444, Bronson, Flor-
ida 32621, on or before May 14, 
2018, and file the original with 
the Clerk of Court either before 
service on Plaintiff’s attorney or 
immediately thereafter, other-
wise a Default will be entered 
against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and the 
seal of this Court on April 4, 
2018.

L. Latson
Clerk of Court

Published April 12, April 19 
and April 26,  May 3, 2018

or against the named Defen-
dants
Defendants

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: James Henry and
Maretta Henry
PO Box 518
Trenton, Florida 32693

Maretta Henry
11085 Hwy 114th Place
Chiefland, Florida 32626

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that 
Complaint to Foreclose to the 
following described lands in 
Levy County, Florida:

Lots 1 and 2, BLOCK 8, 
FANNIN SPRINGS ANNEX, 
according to the plat thereof 
recorded in Plat Book 3, page 
31, public records of Levy 
County, Florida.

TAX PARCEL ID# 07626-
000-00/07626-001-00

has been filed against you 
and you are required to serve a 
copy of your written defenses, 
if any, on RONALD. W. STE-
VENS, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorney, 
whose address is Post Office 
Box 1444, Bronson, Florida 
32621, on or before May 21, 
2018, and file the original with 
the Clerk of Court either before 
service on Plaintiff’s attorney or 
immediately thereafter, other-
wise a Default will be entered 
against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and the 
seal of this Court on April 11, 
2018.

Clerk of Court:

L. Latson
Deputy Clerk

Published April 19, April 26, 
May 3, May 10, 2018

To: Angel Diez
PO Box 1700
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

00903

Angel Diez
c/o Ana R. Diaz-Molina
PO Box 304
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

00902

NOTICE OF ACTION

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an 
action to Quiet Title as to the fol-
lowing described lands located 
in Levy County, Florida:

SEE EXHIBIT “A” AT-
TACHED HERETO AND MADE 
A PART HEREOF

Tax Parcel Number: 03400-
196-00

EXHIBIT A

THE DEED REFLECTS: 
TRACT #24, 055, AND 056, 
LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: THE S 1/2 OF THE 
NE 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 OF THE 
NW 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4. THE N 
1/2 OF THE SE 1/4 OF THE NE 
1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF THE 
NE 1/4 AND THE S 1/2 OF 
THE SE 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 OF 
THE NW 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 
OF SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 
12 SOUTH, RANGE 17 EAST, 
LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
THE TAX ROLL REFLECTS; 
THE SE 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 OF 
THE NW 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4, 
AND S 1/2 OF THE NE 1/4 OF 
THE NE 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 
OF THE NE 1/4, OF SECTION 
12, TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH, 
RANGE 17 EAST, LEVY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

has been filed against you 
and you are required to serve 
a copy of your written defens-
es, if any, on RONALD. W. 
STEVENS, P.A., Petitioner’s 
attorney, whose address is Post 
Office Box 1444, Bronson, Flor-
ida 32621, on or before May 21, 
2018, and file the original with 
the Clerk of Court either before 
service on Plaintiff’s attorney or 
immediately thereafter, other-
wise a Default will be entered 
against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and the 
seal of this Court on April 12, 
2018.

L. Latson
Clerk of Court

Published April 19, April 26, 
May 3, and May 10, 2018

3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS 
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the 
decedent and other persons 
having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate, 
including unmatured, contin-
gent or unliquidated claims, 
must file their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

The date of first publication 
of this Notice is April 19. 2018.

RONALD W. STEVENS, P.A.
RONALD W. STEVENS
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL  
REPRESENTATIVE
FLORIDA BAR NO: 777470 
P.O. BOX 1444
BRONSON, FLORIDA 32621
(342) 486-3039
rwstevens_1@yahoo.com

Roy Edward Weems, Jr.
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
3991 NE County Road 343
Bronson, Florida 32621

 
The City of Williston is a fair housing advocate.  The City is 
holding a workshop to explain the Fair Housing Ordinance for 
all of the protected classes (race, color, familial status, 
handicap, national origin, religion and sex).  The public is 
invited to attend.
The workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 7:15 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, at the City of Williston 
Temporary City Hall located at 427 Noble Avenue, Williston, 
Florida. 
Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, any person requiring special accommodations to 
participate in this workshop is asked to advise the agency at 
least 48 hours-before the workshop by contacting: The City 
Clerk, at (352) 528-3060. If you are hearing or speech 
impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay 
Service, 1(800) 955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800) 955-8770 (Voice).

Published April 26, 2018

LOT 3, BLOCK L, MOR-
GAN FARMS SUBDIVISION, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF, RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 8, PAGE 58, 
PUBLIC RECORDS   OF 
LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
TOGETHER WITH A 1996 
MOBILE HOME BEARING 
ID#S N87563A AND N87563B 
AND TITLE #S 71411129 AND 
71411127, LOCATED THERE-
ON.

Tax Parcel Number: 20576-
000-00

has been filed against you 
and you are required to serve 
a copy of your written defens-
es, if any, on RONALD. W. 
STEVENS, P.A., Petitioner’s 
attorney, whose address is Post 
Office Box 1444, Bronson, Flor-
ida 32621, on or before May 21, 
2018, and file the original with 
the Clerk of Court either before 
service on Plaintiff’s attorney or 
immediately thereafter, other-
wise a Default will be entered 
against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.

WITNESS my hand and the 
seal of this Court on April 10, 
2018.

Clerk of Court
L. Latson
Clerk of Court

Published April 19, April 26, 
May 3, and May 10, 2018

FIRST PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The City of Williston is considering applying to the Florida Department of Economic 

Opportunity (DEO) for a FFY 2017 Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) of up to Seven Hundred Thousand Dollars ($700,000.00).  These funds must be 
used for one of the following purposes:

1. To benefit low and moderate-income persons; 
2. To aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight; or
3. To meet other community development needs of recent origin having a particular 

urgency because existing conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or 
welfare of the community and where other financial resources are not available to meet 
such needs.

The categories of activities for which these funds may be used are in the areas of hous-
ing, neighborhood revitalization, commercial revitalization, or economic development and 
include such improvement activities as acquisition of real property, loans to private-for-profit 
business, purchase of machinery and equipment, construction of infrastructure, rehabilita-
tion of houses and commercial buildings, and energy conservation.  Additional information 
regarding the range of activities that may be undertaken will be provided at the public hear-
ing.  For each activity that is proposed, at least 70% of the funds must benefit low and mod-
erate-income persons.

In developing an application for submission to DEO, the City of Williston must plan to 
minimize displacement of persons as a result of planned CDBG activities.  In addition, the 
City of Williston is required to develop a plan to assist displaced persons.

A public hearing to receive citizen views concerning the community's economic and com-
munity development needs will be held at the City of Williston Temporary City Hall located 
at 427 West Noble Avenue on Tuesday, May 8, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter.  For 
information concerning the public hearing contact: Alyssa Monaghan, Administrative 
Assistant, City of Williston, 427 West Noble Avenue, Williston, Florida (352) 528-3060.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring 
special accommodations to participate in this workshop is asked to advise the agency at 
least 48 hours-before the workshop by contacting: The City Clerk at (352) 528-3060. If you 
are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 
1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

A Fair Housing/Equal Opportunity/Handicap Accessible Jurisdiction.

Published April 26, 2018

Notice of Public Sale
Store-It-Storage, pursuant to 

the provisions of the Florida 
“Self-Storage Facility Act” (Fla. 
Stat. 83.801 et sec) hereby 
gives Notice of Sale under said 
act, to wit: On May 17, 2018, 
Store-It-Storage, 2990 NE 
200th Ave., Williston, Florida, 
Donna Yawn will conduct a Sale 
by Auction to the highest bidder 
(low bids may be rejected) of 
the contents of  boxes, totes, 
furniture

Joanne Goodman
This sale is being made to 
satisfy a statutory lien.

Dated this 19th day of April, 
2018

Published April 28, May 3, 
2018
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Why is  advertising
important?

Advertising is important for both new and 
existingbusinesses, as it helps to 

communicate important information to 
customers and is one of the first steps

 in building strong relationships.

Williston Pioneer

AC/Heating

529-1034

• Repair
• Replacement
• Maintenance
• Duct Cleaning
• Indoor air 
    purification systems 
    and more
• Financing available
• Licensed & insured

Plumbing Antiques

• Antiques
• Furniture
• Books
• Collectibles 
• & More!

Backdoor

36 E. Noble Ave., Williston
352-528-0769

Antiques
• An
• Fu
• Bo
• Co
• & 

352-528

Antiq

352-528-3343
607 SW 1st Ave., Williston

All advertising deadlines
are noon on Monday

Ask about our Levy county Special
4 papers, 5 lines, $20

Williston Pioneer

Classifi eds

Legal Notices

Legal
advertising 
deadline is 

3 p.m.
Monday

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 8TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR 

LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA
 

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO. 2016 CA 000443

PROF-2013-M4 LEGAL TITLE 
TRUST II, BY U.S. BANK 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
AS LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE,
Plaintiff,

vs.    
UNKNOWN PERSON(S) IN 
POSSESSION OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY; CDC 
CAPITAL INVESTMENTS LLC 
AS TRUSTEE OF 251 NW 
140TH ST. TRENTON LAND 
TRUST; 
Defendant(s) /

RE-NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to a Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated March 7, 
2018, and entered in Case No. 
2016 CA 000443, of the Circuit 
Court of the 8th Judicial Circuit 
in and for LEVY County, Florida, 
wherein PROF-2013-M4 
LEGAL TITLE TRUST II, BY 
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS LEGAL 
TITLE TRUSTEE is Plaintiff 
and UNKNOWN PERSON(S) 
IN POSSESSION OF THE 
SUBJECT PROPERTY; CDC 
CAPITAL INVESTMENTS LLC 
AS TRUSTEE OF 251 NW 
140TH ST. TRENTON LAND 
TRUST; are defendants.  
DANNY J. SHIPP, the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, will sell to the 
highest and best bidder for 
cash IN THE MAIN LOBBY OF 
THE LEVY COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, at 355 
SOUTH COURT STREET, 
BRONSON in LEVY County, 
FLORIDA 32621, at 11:00 A.M., 
on the 14th day of May, 2018, 
the following described proper-
ty as set forth in said Final 
Judgment, to wit:

THE EAST 1/2 OF THE 
WEST 1/2 OF THE SE 1/4 OF 
THE SE 1/4 OF SECTION 11, 
TOWNSHIP 11 SOUTH, 
RANGE 15 EAST, LEVY 
COUNTY FLORIDA.

LESS AND EXCEPT THE 
FOLLOWING: FOR A POINT 
OF REFERENCE COMMENCE 
AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE SE 1/4 OF 
THE SE 1/4 OF SECTION 11, 
TOWNSHIP 11 SOUTH, 
RANGE 15 EAST, LEVY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA; THENCE 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 42 
MINUTES 36 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG THE FORTY 
ACRE LINE 881.78 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH 
88 DEGREES 42 MINUTES 36 
SECONDS WEST, 80.00 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 00 
DEGREES 17 MINUTES 24 
SECONDS EAST, 30.00 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 89 
DEGREES 42 MINUTES 36 
SECONDS EAST, 80.00 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 00 
DEGREES 17 MINUTES 24 
SECONDS WEST, 30.00 FEET 
TO CLOSE ON THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING.

A person claiming an interest 
in the surplus from the sale, if 
any, other than the property 
owner as of the date of the lis 
pendens must file a claim within 
60 days after the sale. 

Dated this   14th day of    
March, 2018.

DANNY J. SHIPP 
As Clerk of said Court

By        
L. Latson                                            
As Deputy Clerk

This notice is provided 
pursuant to Administrative 
Order No.2.065.

In accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act, if you are a person with a 
disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to 
participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no 
cost to you, to provisions of 
certain assistance. Please 
contact the Court 

 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR LEVY 

COUNTY, FLORIDA

Probate Division
File No.:  2018-CP-0014

IN RE:  The Estate of
KINCH DUANE BONNER,                     
Deceased. /

            
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The Summary administration 
of the estate of KINCH DUANE 
BONNER, Deceased, Case No. 
2018-CP-0014, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Levy 
County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which 
is 355 S. Court Street, Bronson, 
FL 32621.  The name and 
address of the Petitioner and 
her attorney is set forth below.  
The fiduciary lawyer-client privi-
lege in Section 90.5021 F.S. 
applies with respect to the 
Petitioner and any attorney 
employed by the Petitioner.  
The proceedings are intestate. 

All CREDITORS of the dece-
dent and other persons having 
claims or demands against the 
decedent’s estate, including 
unmatured, contingent or unliq-
uidated claims, on whom a 
copy of this Notice is served, 
must file claims against the 
Estate within the later of THREE 
MONTHS FROM THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE, or within 
thirty (30) days of service upon 
them of a copy of this Notice, in 
accordance with the provisions 
of Florida Statute Sections 
733.702 and 733.710.    

All other creditors of the 
decedent and persons having 
claims or demands against the 
decedent’s estate, including 
unmatured, contingent or unliq-
uidated claims, must file their 
claims with this Court THREE 
MONTHS FROM THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS AND 
OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

Date of the first publication of 
this notice:  April 26, 2018                     
.  
DONNA BONNER, Petitioner
13151 NE 75th Place, Bronson, 
Florida 32621

Published April 26, May 3, 2018

Administrator at 355 Court 
Street, Bronson, Fl 32621, 
Phone No. (352)374-3639 
within 2 working days of your 
receipt of this notice or 
pleading; if you are hearing 
impaired, call 1-800-955-8771 
(TDD); if you are voice 
impaired, call 1-800-995-8770 
(V) (Via Florida Relay 
Services).

Published April 26, May 3, 2018

CITIZEN’S ADVISORY TASK FORCE 
MEETING NOTICE

The City of Williston’s Citizen’s Advisory Task Force will 
hold a public meeting on Wednesday, May 2, 2018, at 6:00 
p.m.  The purpose of this meeting will be to discuss the City 
applying for a grant under the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity’s Small Cities Community 
Development Block Grant Program for the FFY 2017 funding 
cycle.  

The Citizen’s Advisory Task Force will hold the meeting at 
the Old High School MP Building in the City of Williston, 
located at 427 W. Noble Ave., Williston, Florida. The public 
is invited to attend.  Pursuant to the provisions of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special 
accommodations to participate in this workshop is asked to 
advise the agency at least 48 hours-before the workshop by 
contacting:   Alyssa Monaghan, Administrative Assistant, City 
of Williston (352) 528-3060 or by e-mail at: alyssa.
monaghan@willistonfl.org.  If you are hearing or speech 
impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay 
Service, 1(800) 955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800) 955-8770 (Voice).
Published April 26, 2018

even into the summer 
driving season yet. The 
road head at the pump 
looks quite ominous if 
that demand number 
proves common in the 
coming weeks," said 
Patrick DeHaan, head of 
petroleum analysis for 
GasBuddy. "With 
President Trump's tweet 
last week targeting the 
price of oil, there may be 
additional scrutiny on oil 
prices in the coming 
weeks that bears moni-
toring. OPEC has been 
remarkably successful in 
better aligning supply to 
demand, draining the 
crude oil glut, and push-
ing oil prices to their 
highest since 2014. 
While refinery mainte-
nance and the change to 
summer gasoline are 
largely complete, oil 
prices remain one of the 
largest active drivers of 
gas prices now and likely 
in the weeks ahead. All 
signs point to some 
additional upward move-
ment before prices peak 
and perhaps drop slight-
ly around Memorial Day 
into the month of June- 
all certainly very contin-
gent and subject to any 
changes from OPEC."

uGas
Continued from page 9

uGarver
Continued from page 4

buddy George, he can 
get the gorilla to fight 
the wolf and croc and 
maybe the animals will 
take each other out. I see 
the problem being that 
the military will totally 
destroy George even if 
he wins, but the movie 
ends before that inevita-
ble consequence. 
It does not, however, end 
before the city as a 
whole takes an incredible 
extended thrashing. 

“Rampage” is by no 
means a “good” movie in 
the traditional sense. The 
acting is miles over the 
top, the script is a mess, 
and the special effects 
leave a lot to be desired.

Not to mention that if 
you want anything 
resembling realistic 
action, you’re out of luck 
to say the least. 

Really though, if you 
want realistic action, 
what are you doing 
watching a movie like 
“Rampage”? 

This is the epitome of 
a movie that can be a lot 
of fun if you turn off 

your brain. 
Johnson brings his 

oversized action hero 
charm as always, Morgan 
is having a blast, the bad 
guys are deliciously fun 
to hate, and the film 
never runs out of creative 
ways for the animals to 
wreak havoc.

 I can’t bring myself to 
actually recommend the 
film, but I recommend it 
as much as I can recom-
mend a film that I can’t 
recommend. 

Grade: C

“Rampage” is rated 
PG-13 for sequences of 
violence, action and 
destruction, brief lan-
guage, and crude ges-
tures. Its running time is 
107 minutes. 

Contact Bob Garver at 
rrg251@nyu.edu. 
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 TOLL FREE 1-800-741-4401 OR 1-800-37LANDS
 Email info@hdownsrealestate.com

 CITY 352/528-4400 CITY 352/528-4400
 BRANCH 352/528-5515 BRANCH 352/528-5515

 www.hdre.net

 CITY: 147 N Main St.  WILLISTON CITY: 147 N Main St.  WILLISTON
 BRANCH: 2810 S.E. HWY 121 BRANCH: 2810 S.E. HWY 121

 w w w . h d o w n s r e a l e s t a t e . c o m

 FEATURE PROPERTIES FEATURE PROPERTIES FEATURE PROPERTIES

 The sign of Williston Real Estate for Over 30 Years. The sign of Williston Real Estate for Over 30 Years.

 LEVY COUNTY 
 LAND FOR 

 SALE!!

 Marc Pompeo - Broker
 More to choose from, 
 please call or go online 

 for a  complete list.

 HARRIETT
 HARRIETT

 DOWNS
 DOWNS

 LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER

 LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER
 REAL ESTATE  LLC

 REAL ESTATE  LLC

LOG SIDED MANUFACTURED HOME ON OAK STUDDED 6.72 ACRES.  Spacious 4 bedroom, 2 bath home in good 
 condition boasts 1,680 sq ft of living space, living room with fireplace, family room, island kitche n, dining area, large master 
 suite and spacious master bath, huge walk-in closet, garden tub and separate shower. The gorgeous pr operty has some fencing, 
 an old pole barn and has an area left naturally wooded for privacy. Needs a little TLC but lots of p otential here! Close to 
 Gainesville but out of the busy traffic. Horses, cows, goats, sheep all welcome. Call Linda Cramer a t 352-843-1133 for details. 
 MLS #525445 $129,900

THREE FENCED ACRES ON HWY 335 WITH MANUFACTURED HOME.  Two bedroom, one bathroom 
 single wide. Work in Gainesville and live in Williston or make this your own cash cow! The home is l ivable and 
 currently rented but the value is mainly in the land. Call Joel today at 352-877-6212 to make it you rs. MLS #534806  
$50,000

WORKING 5 ACRE HORSE FARM!  This versatile farm is set up 
 for roping, cutting horse training or breaking young horses and more. 
 Complete with a 2 stall center isle barn with feed, tack and workshop 
 area. Fenced and cross fenced for turn out paddocks, a roping arena, 80 
 ft round pen, horse walker, chicken coop, dog pens, hay storage, 
 tractor storage and more. The well-kept 3 bedroom, 2 bath mfg. home 
 has vinyl flooring throughout the open split bedroom floor plan and is 
 nicely situated amongst a beautiful group of trees to offer plenty of 
 shade. Located just off a paved road with convenient access to Goethe 
 Forest, H.I.T.S., Gainesville and Ocala. Owner’s say great 
 neighborhood and will miss it when they go, it is just time to retire and 
 downsize. Call Linda Cramer at 352-843-1133 to take a look. MLS 
 #534857 $165,000

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY IN OCALA!  This was a motel many years ago. One concrete block house, four concrete block 
 cabins, and two single wide mobile homes all sitting on 0.97 acres. One well supplies water, but ele ctric is metered separately. 
 Location is great with commercial frontage on the highway. Mobile home parks to the side and rear. A ll units are occupied with 
 happy tenants and $3,500 gross monthly income. Property manager lives onsite in RV. All units need s ome TLC and cosmetic 
 facelift. Partially fenced. All offers welcome. Prime location for new business with B2 zoning. Call  Joel today at 352-877-6212 to 
 get started. MLS #534796  $165,000

OWNER FINANCING on MORRISTON TREE FARM.  Huge oaks abound on this quiet 20 acres with its own pond. Large 
 concrete block home with over 2,600 sq. ft living area, 3 bedrooms and 3 baths, inviting open plan w ith vaulted ceilings, wood 
 and tile floors, a stone fireplace, detached 2 car garage and pole barn. Property is planted with th ousands of Christmas trees and 
 has lots of wildlife. To top it off, you get an agricultural exemption! Owner financing offered with  20% down and 5% interest. 
 Call Joel today at 352-877-6212 to make it yours. MLS #516992  REDUCED to  $475,000

PEACEFUL SECLUSION ON 12 ACRES!  This custom built 3 bedroom, 2 bath home boasts vaulted ceilings and an open 
 floor plan, wood burning fireplace, custom wood cabinetry in the kitchen with all new appliances and  eat-at bar, large master 
 suite with dual vanities and walk-in closet. At the end of the wide hallway beyond bedrooms 2 & 3 yo u’ll find the garage has 
 been closed in and it makes a nice game room/den and just outside enjoy a nicely shaded wood deck. R V Carport with hook up, 
 carport, screened porch and much more on a gorgeous oak studded 12.3 Acres. Convenient drive to Gain esville and Ocala. 
 Close to H.I.T.S. and in an area of farms and agriculture. Call Linda Cramer at 352-843-1133 for det ails. MLS #527030  
$349,900

WILLISTON 6 UNIT APARTMENT.  1 
 Quadplex and 1 Duplex on 1 acre, 6 units 
 total. Each unit has one bedroom and one 
 bath except unit #2 with two bedrooms. 
 Fully occupied with waiting list. $1,900 
 gross monthly income. Nice shade trees in 
 parking area. Built in 1969 and recently 
 updated. Very solid concrete block 
 construction with metal roofs. Affordable 
 Levy County taxes. Call Joel today at 352-
 877-6212 to make the investment into your 
 future.  MLS #533801  $190,000

1 Acre or Less

5 Acres or Less

10 Acres or Less

 •  1 & 1.25 Acres with 
 OWNER FINANCING $6,000
 •  2.5 Acres Bronson $11,500
 •  3 Acres in Rolling Acres S/
 D $24,000
 •  4.3 Acres Archer Levy 
 County $24,000
 •  4.4 acres Bronson area, 
 Owner Financing  $25,000  

 •  Williston Highlands ¼ acre 
 lots OWNER FINANCING 
 $5,900
 •  1.25 Acre Ocala Highlands 
 West $6,500
 •  ¼ Acre on Main Street in 
 Bronson $6,000
 •  Owner Financing ½ Acre 
 parcel close to the Goethe 
 Forest $4,000

 •  7 Acres Morriston, paved 
 road, well, septic, pole barn 
 $45,000
 •  9.5 Wooded Acres Archer 
 $49,900
50 Acres or Less
 •  20 Acres Dunnellon 
 $119,900
 •  11 Acres-Morriston-3 wells, 
 2 septics, fenced $110,000
 •  26 Acres SE 143 Ct., 
 Williston $5,500/acre

 •  6+ Acres COMMERCIAL 
 on SR 24 Bronson $99,900
 •  1 Acre COMM/ 
 INDUSTRIAL Williston City 
 $55,000
 •  1.27 Acres COMMERCIAL 
 in City of Williston $59,900
 •  4 Acres INDUSTRIAL 
 ZONING in the City $80,000

Commercial Parcels

Nature Coast 
Medical Group, P.A.

Kenneth Wise, M.D.
Board Certified
Family Practice

Donald McCoy D.O.New Patients 
 Welcome

352-528-5801
Same Day 

Appointments

130 SW 7th Street  Williston FL  32696

Board Certified
Internal Medicine

Gregory L. Stamper D.O.
Board Certified 

Internal Medicine

Donald McCoy D.O.
Board Certified, Internal Medicine

Gregory L. Stamper D.O.
Board Certified, Internal Medicine

Carol Sirvent ARNP
Advanced Registered
 Nurse Practitioner

Beautiful Landscapes begin with us

Call today & receive

352-495-9449
www.watsoncll.com

Off Your Purchase 
of $50 - $99 

Off Your Purchase 
of $100 and up 

On our landscaping
products

100% Organic Products
Compost • Soil • Mulch • Rocks

Landscape Boulders
For Pickup or Delivery

12890 NE SR 24, Archer

with one of our daugh-
ters recently and she said 
the sweetest thing to me.  
“Just being around you 
and daddy is a gift.  Your 
marriage is something 
that people dream about 
and yearn for.  You 
should share it.” 

When I die, I hope 
that whoever delivers my 

eulogy will know me 
well enough to pass 
along my art student’s 
cherished advice.  
“Never let worry rob 
from you the gift of joy; 
embrace every blissful 
moment of love afforded 
to you, and appreciate 
your time together.”  
And, I hope that every-
one in the room shares 
my daughter's senti-
ments: that my life with 

my husband has been a 
wonderful gift and that 
our marriage has been a 
dream come true.  I 
hope these things for 
you too.

My name is Tracy Renee Lee. 
I am the owner and Managing 
Funeral Director of Queen City 
Funeral Home in Queen City, 
Texas.

uLee
Continued from page 4

mate of $38 to $41 per 
square foot, which 
would put the purchase 
at around $1.6 million.

Citing added space, 
improved parking, tax-
payer cost savings, better 
security, and a more 
centralized county hub, 
each of the commission-
ers spoke in favor of 
buying the school. 

Tax collector Linda 
Fugate and Property 
Appraiser Oz Barker 
also like the idea for the 
same reasons. Dean said 
Maintenance Director 
Jimmy Jones noted the 
building’s infrastructure 
was in a favorable condi-
tion for the county to 
move in. 

The purchase would 
also allow the school 
board to advance its case 
to build a new Chiefland 
Middle High School, as 
it needs to unload the 
surplus capacity in order 
to be approved for the 
new school. 

After the construction 
of the new Bronson 
Middle High School a 
decade ago, the old site 
has served as an alterna-
tive school for students 
with disciplinary prob-
lems or other issues. 
Most recently, it’s served 
as the Levy Learning 
Academy. While still 
isolated, those students 
are now served at their 
local schools.

Meeks and fellow 
commissioner Rock 
Meeks said they’re 
opposed to building a 
new courthouse, but the 
county wouldn’t have 
much choice in the mat-
ter if the Chief Judge of 
the District Circuit 
Court – now the 
Honorable Toby S. 
Monaco – requested a 
new building. There’s 
currently around $3 mil-

uCounty
Continued from front

lion in the county cof-
fers earmarked for such 
a project, so the county 
would have to come up 
with an estimated $12 
million more for fund-
ing.

“At the end of the day, 
one of the primary func-
tions of this government 
is to provide housing for 
the judicial system,” 
John Meeks said. “We 
have outgrown our space 
here, so the logical thing 
to do is to expand on an 
adjacent campus.”

Commissioner Lilly 
Rooks said the public 
prefers the county offic-
es to be more central-
ized, providing a one-
stop experience, and said 
the high school pur-
chase would save tax-
payers significantly. 
Matt Brooks spoke in 
favor of the move, but 
requested a rough con-
ceptual rendering of the 
space. Commissioner 
Mike Joyner also sup-
ported the purchase.

In other board news, 
the commissioners 
unanimously passed a 
resolution urging the 
Florida Legislature to 
make texting and driv-
ing a primary offense. 
The commission passed 
such a resolution last 

session as well, after 
State Rep. Emily 
Slosberg, D-Boca 
Raton, paid a visit to 
Levy County to discuss 
her advocacy of such a 
bill. The bill saw sup-
port in the House but 
didn’t reach approval in 
the Senate. Sen. Rob 
Bradley has said he 
opposes the bill out of 
concerns it’s an invasion 
of privacy and could 
lead to discriminatory 
profiling of drivers. It’s 
currently a secondary 
offense in Florida, 
meaning a driver can’t 
be pulled over solely for 
texting and driving.

CareerSource Citrus 
Levy Marion (CLM), 
which collaborates with 
businesses to help with 
employee resources, pre-
sented on employment 
figures in the county 
and highlighted a new 
program in which it 
offers low-cost videos 
for employee recruit-
ment. CareerSource 
splits the $650 video 
cost with the business 
and shares them with 
schools to inform stu-
dents of potential career 
opportunities. The vid-
eos, which describe the 
kind of talent the busi-
ness is seeking, are 50 
seconds long.

CLM CEO Rusty 
Skinner, who joined 
CLM Chair Kathy 
Judkins at the meeting, 
discussed the need to 
retain talent in the 
region for prospective 
business growth in the 
area.

"Levy County has tra-
ditionally had a lot of its 
workforce leave the 
county,” Skinner said. 
He noted that it’s par-
ticularly important to 
retain workers under the 
age of 30. “You want to 
keep them in the region, 
because they build the 
talent supply for any 
growth you have.” 

Sean Arnold/Chiefland 
Citizen

Kathy Jenkins, 
CareerSource Citrus 
Levy Marion chair, dis-
cussed a low-cost video 
recruitment program at 
the Levy County 
Commission meeting.


