UAH R.15. Cb.4.7  Jamaica Diary for 1783-1785 (pp. 1-107)
This diary is written in various segments entirely in English by Br Taylor, who may have lived at Mesopotamia before the start of this diary. [I have previously taken notes on the Mesopotamia entries in MESNOTE3.]

First segment, written by Br Roberts, starts in May 1783 @ Carmel & the Bogue, with Br John sailing to Europe .  Roberts says it is painful to find that "even those [slaves] that have been baptized many years if some small difference happens between a Man & his Wife, they make no Scruple, the Man to turn away his Wife & take another" [2]

Diary is then continued by Br Taylor who describes illness of Br Roberts, caused by his getting drenched & not changing clothes [4],  Doctor bleed him & found his blood exceeding bad! Long description of Br Robert's final hours [5-6].  Gives a bio of Roberts, who spent 15 years with the brethren at Fulneck, Yorkshire. Received a call in 1781 to go to Jamaica, and also to marry, when he was already over 60. [8] Died at age 62 [10]

June 1783 conference with T + 4 Morav Sisters on how to proceed now that Br Taylor is the only Brother left in Jamaica. Esp concerned that Mesopotamia cannot be properly attended to at present [12]. Taylor set out for Mesopotamia on Aug 26, w/o Sr Taylor, who was ill. [21].  See MN3.  Br & Sr Taylor went again to Mes on Dec 3-11, 1783 [27-30

Notes that in 1783, 2 have been baptized @ Mes and 6 died [33]

Number of baptized: Bogue 107, Elim 72, TMWood 48, Island 23, Carmel 20, Emaus 10, Georges Valley 2, Mesopotamia 52, Lancaster 21 for total of 355. in 1783. [34]

In Jan 1784, Br & Sister Wagner arrive @ Black River, and Br Taylor goes to greet them and bring them to Carmel [36]  Hit by heavy rain on this journey, so Taylor & Wagner suffer from griping in the belly & purging [37].  Taylor took the Wagners to Mesopotamia in March [40] and spent a week there.  

On May 22, 8 o'clock at night, a Negro came from Mesopotamia with a letter from Br Wagner describing being thrown off his horse.  Appears that he had previously hurt his leg in Georgia and went to London to cure it, and now it is enflamed & he has a fever [50],  Also see MM3.

June 12, 1784, Taylor sets out for Mesopotamia, and finds Wagner "better of the fever: but it had fallen into his head, & made it very heavy & dull." [52]. On Next visit, 27 July, Taylor found Wagner "very bad in his head; & sometimes not quite master of his senses." [55]
Taylors visit Mesopotamia again after Wagner’s death on Nov 3-11, 1784. As usual, hold a separate meeting for the communicants on Nov 5, administer the LS to them on Nov 6, and hold a public meeting on Nov 7. [72]

Taylor notes in Dec 1784 that the Bogue estate attorney wants to have the use of the chapel [as a hot house] for Negroes with the measles.  Taylor replies that the Morav are expecting every day to receive a new missionary from England who would live on the estate, so refused to have the Bogue chapel used as a hot house. [75]  At a service at Emmaus, the overseer and other whites who attended "admired the good order of the negroes, & particularly, how exact they were in singing, & they observed that some of them had such fine voices." [76]

End of yr stats for 1784 are found in MN3.

Concluding segment is diary for Jan-May 1785 [81-107].  Br & Sr Russell arrive at Black River in Jan. after a quick passage of 5 weeks. [82]. Taylors visit Mesopotamia again in Jan-Feb. 1785., and Br Taylor went alone to Mes on March 30-April 6, 1785 [97-98]  Widowed Sisters Peipenburg & Miller leave for Philadelphia in May 1785, after waiting nearly 2 years for a convenient opportunity to leave [104].  Taylor accompanies the women to their brig at Savanna la Mar, and visits Mesopotamia at the same time. Reached Mesopotamia on May 28.and held a public meeting for all the Negroes at night on Sunday, May 29.[105]  

[Taylor himself died in Jan 1786]
UAH R.15. Cb.6.1  Diarium des Gemeinshaft in Mesopotamia, July-December 1776 (pp. 1-13)

Kept by Br Metcalf.  A quite detailed day-by-day diary.

In July-August mention of Simon (Guy), Abraham (Austin) & Cornelius (Hercules) [1] / Mrs. Barnjum & "Overseer, Mr. Barnjum", "alten blinden John" (Frank), Emanuel (Emanuel), & "alten Jonathan" (Primus)

Reference on July 17-20, 1776, to what appears to be a slave rebellion in 3 Hanover estates. At least 300 Negroes involved [2-3]

Metcalf goes with Br Franz & Br Piepenburg to Savanna-la-Mar [4];  Metcalf & Franz visit "Neger-Town" [7]

Death & burial of Cornelius (Hercules) on 1 August 1776. Baptized 11 Dec 1768; admitted to LS 10 June 1775. [5]

Sophy (Cooba) also dies & is buried on 13 Aug. She was bapt 19 April 1767 & admitted to LS 8 April 1773. [6]

In Sept-Dec segment of this diary, Br Franz is co-author with Metcalf. [9]

Sept 16, 1776--burial of Simon (Guy), bapt 23 June 1767 & communicant 26 Dec 1770 [9]

On same day, burial of Titus (Arnoldus), bapt Dec 31, 1772 by Br Metcalf, but apparently not confirmed. [9]

In Oct, mention of Sr. Elizabeth (Sucky) [10]

Annual stat for 1776: 12 male ["Abendmahle"] communicants + 15 baptized ["Getaufte"] males + 3 male candidates ["Canditaten"] = 30 brothers.

23 female communicants + 8 baptized females + 2 candidates = 33 sisters, for total community of 63.  [13]

UAH R.15. Cb.6.2  Diarium von Mesopotamien, January-June 1777, December 1777-February 1778, July 1778-April 1779 (pp. 1-66)

Metcalf in charge from Jan through June 1777, then apparently leaves.  No diary for July-November 1777.

Jan 1777: death of Louisa (Rachel), bapt 16 Aug 1767 but she is apparently not a communicant. [1]

Also in Jan, Sarah (Affraw), bapt 2 Dec 1764 [& LS 1766], receives communion [2]—[on her deathbed? She dies in Jan 1777]

In Feb, mention of Bartholomew (Abraham, who dies in 1777)

May 20, 1777--death & burial of Jacob (Matt), bapt 28 June 1763 by C.H.Rauch, admitted to LS Dec 1766 [8]

Mes diary resumes in Dec 1777 in same hand as previous segments. Mention of Br. John: is he now in charge?  or has Metcalf come back?

Annual stat for 1777: 

8 male communicants + 2 candidates for confirmation

18 female communicants + 4 female candidates for confirmation = 32

14 baptized males + 4 male baptismal candidates

8 baptized females + 3 baptized children  = 29, for total community of 61.  [16]

Feb 1778: death of Eleaser (Mulatto John) [19]. Lists his baptism 1 July 1768, but not LS in 1770--was he excluded?.

Segment for July 1778 [21-24] is by Br Franz [rest of his 1778 diary is in 4.2.]

July 1778: deaths of Nathaniel (Diego) bapt 1767 by Br Senseman, & Abel (Scipio) bapt on March 11, 1770 by Br Schlegel [22]. No mention of LS for either of them.

After a segment by Br Planta on St Eliz, Franz resumes with Mes [29-66] in August 1778.

Aug 1778--apparently Franz & Piepenburg baptize a candidate & name him Frederick ["Friedrich"] [32]

In Oct 1778 death of Christopher (Warwick), bapt 31 July 1768 [39]

And in Nov 1778 death of Clara (Yabba), bapt 14 Dec 1766; she was administered the LS [43]

Another mention of Sr Elizabeth (Sucky) [43]

Annual stats for 1778: 4 men and 1 woman have died ["heimgegangen"].  Now only 6 male communicants + 4 candidates, and 18 female communicants + 4 candidates = 32

11 bapt men, 1 boy, 8 bapt women, 1 girl.  3 male bapt candidates + 1 female. Total community has dropped to 57 [47-48]

Br Franz keeps diary for Jan-March 1779 [48-59]

Br Diemer takes over for last segment, which overlaps: Jan-April 1779 [60-66], in same hand as Br Franz.  Probably all written by Br John.

I didn't find anything of note for Jan-April 1779.

UAH R.15. Cb.6.3  Mesopotamia Diary, April-December 1779, January-February, October-December 1780  (pp. 1-44)
New & very difficult handwriting. Can't figure out the author.

May 1779: death of Deborah (Kickery), bapt 2 March 1766 & LS (probably) in Aug 1767 [5]

Starting in July 1779, handwriting changes & Br Franz appears to be back at Mes [13] Also mention of Br Diemer.

In July, death of Dorothy (Sarah), bapt 28 Sept 1768 [14]

In November, death of George (Quashe), bapt 1767 [20-21]. Seems to be administered the LS.

1779 stats: 20 communicants + 35 baptized + 3 children for total of 58 [22] But # of communicants has dropped by 4 since 1778.

In Feb 1780, mention of 2 women, Sophy & Henrietta [these are baptismal names; Sophy is probably Sophia]  [26]

Break betw Feb & October, with new (& difficult) handwriting for the Oct-Dec 1780 segment [pp. 29-44], written in a generalized style.

Discusses great hurricane of 3 Oct 1780 [30-33], but I can't decipher the commentary.

In late Nov 1780, mention of Johanna Christina, who seems to be a member, bapt 23 July 1774 @ Carmel by Br Martin [40].  [Probably not a Mesopotamia slave.]
1780 stats: 14 communicants + 37 baptized + 3 baptized children = total of 54. [44]  Again, # of communicants continues to drop.

 UAH R.15. Cb.6.4  Mesopotamia Diary, 1782-1783  (pp. 1-25)

In English.  See MESNOTE2
 UAH R.15. Cb.6.5  Mesopotamia Diary, 16 Dec 1785-31 Dec 1786 (pp. 1-13)

Written by Br Christian Zander, starting with his arrival @ Mes.  This diary probably contains quite a bit of useful information if I could read German, but it is esp hard to track because Z's handwriting is very small and he doesn't use any paragraphs or many dates!

Starts with death in Dec 1785 of Magdalena (Priscilla).  Probably other deaths reported, but I can't track them since Z doesn't date of baptism, etc.

1786 stats [13] continue downward trend: 4 brothers & 3 sisters have died.

Only 12 communicants (3 brothers, 9 sisters).  4 candidates for LS.  1 brother & 1 sister have been excluded (?)

16 baptized men + 13 baptized women. 2 brothers & 1 sister seem to have fallen away (?)

Also a boy of 16 and 2 young children, so total community = 48
UAH R.15. Cb.6.6  Mesopotamia Diary, January 1787-May 1790 (pp. 1-47)

This diary is compiled by Br Zander  Seems to have considerable useful information--if I could read it.

On April 8 (?) 1787 has a (Sunday?) meeting with 40 Negroes [5]

Sept 1787, has conference with William (Mulatto William), candidate for LS, and also met with 10 Negro Sisters. [11]

On Christmas Eve, meets with 23 adults ["Erwachsene"] + 2 Kinder [15]

On last day of Dec 1787, 2 Sisters--Rachel (probably Hagar) & Louisa (who?)--and 1 Brother named William (Mulatto William) are apparently admitted to LS.[16] 
1787 stats are unclear to me. [15] 
Jan 1788, mentions Kickery, which is a book name, and baptizes a woman (Kickery?) and gives her the name of Deborah [17]

Also meets with Peter (Augustus), a candidate for LS [17]

On 13 May, 70-80 Negroes assembled -- for a chapel meeting? [20]

May 1788, Negro Corydon baptized as Henry, and Theodora (Bathsheba) is admitted to "Abendmahls" [evening meal = Communion, generally shorted to “A.M.”]  [21].   Also Jonathan (Primus) and wife Judith (Parthenia) are mentioned; were they expelled?

July 1788-May 1789 segment [25-] is in a different hand.

In Dec 1788, Negro Benjamin (book name Ben) seems to be in the hothouse [27] [he d. in 1798]
1788 stats show an upswing: now 15 communicants (4 Br + 11 Sr), 18 bapt men + 15 baptized women + 4 youths or children, for total of 52 [29] 1 male communicant has died.

In April 1789, Sr. Benigna is mentioned [32]. [This is Belinda, who d. March 1789] In May, celebrated LS with 10 communicants. [33]

Dec 1789: 2 women and 2 children baptized this year. 1 Sister admitted to LS. 2 old communicant sisters died.  Total: 4 Br + 11 Sr. communicants, and 53 altogether in community. [39]

Br Zander's diary ends in February 1790, and he died in May [41].  Closes [41-47] with his autobiography (1727-1790): he was born in Pomerania, and after considerable Morav experience in Germany came to England c 1765 and married Sarah Wiltshire. A stint in Barbados, back to Europe, and then to Jamaica in 1785, arriving at Mesopotamia in December.

UAH R.15. Cb.6.7  Account of Br. & Sr. Montgomery's visit to Tobago from Barbados, 1790

UAH R.15. Cb.6.8  Mesopotamia Diary, 1799 (pp. 1-38)

In English by Br. Nathaniel Brown.  See MESNOTE4.  Two letters in German from Br. Nathaniel Brown are added to this diary [27-38]

UAH R.15. Cb.6.9  Mesopotamia Diary, 1812 (pp. 1-40)

In English.  See MESNOTE5.

UAH R.15. Cb.6.10  Mesopotamia Diary, 1813 (pp. 1-44)

In German.  Continuation of 6.9.by Br. Grunder.

In Feb 1813, held a meeting attended by 15 of the baptized [7].

Also in Feb, Amos (Dorset?) mentioned. [9]

In June has meeting with Catherina (Luna), who--as far as I can make out--has dreamt that she saw her mother. [20]

On 15 June, a mission conference concerning 6 candidates, 2 of whom seem to have been approved.  [21-22]

In Aug 1813, someone whom I can't ID receives communion; was bapt in Dec 1768 by Br Senseman and admitted to LS in 1789. [26] [could this be Sibby (Zepora) who died in Jan 1814?] 

In Sept, mention of Daniel (Occara?) [29]. Catherina (Luna) seems to be a candidate for communion [34]

In Nov, mention of Samuel [37-38]  [seems to be S, son of Judy (Sybilla), 24 yrs old, bapt after 1818] 
In Dec, someone who seems to be named Jenny is in the sick house; she was baptized by Br Jackson in Feb 1807 [39]

[This seems to be Dutchess from Southfield, who was successfully proposed for baptism in Feb 1807, (baptismal name unknown) and died in July 1813]

1813 stats: the community now stands at 47 [same as 1812]

34 baptized & communicants lumped together, including 5 candidates for LS + 6 baptized young people + 7 candidates for baptism [44]

UAH R.15. Cb.6.11  Mesopotamia Diary, 1815 (pp. 1-33)
In English.  See MESNOTE6.   

UAH R.15. Cb.6.12  Mesopotamia Diary, 1817 (pp. 1-40)

In German, by Br Grunder.

In March 1817, sickly Henrietta (Agnes) receives communion [6]  Henrietta mentioned again in Oct [32]

Brother Joseph (Prince) also mentioned [6]  

In May, discussion of Ann Mary (Nancy), who had been baptized in 1815 [she died in 1817]  [15]

In Aug, mention of Sr. Martha (Becky), who had been bapt in 1782 by Br Taylor [and died in 1817] [27]

In Oct, mention of Sophia (Batty) & Anne Blake (Juba) [both bapt in Oct 1817]  [31]

In Nov, Joseph (Prince), a communicant brother, and Eleaser, a baptized sister, (who??) are discussed [34]
1817 stats: 9 communicants, 3 candidates for communion, 22 others baptized, 9 baptized as children, 1 suspended (?), 10 candidates for baptism. Total community = 54 [40]
UAH R.15. Cb.6.13  Mesopotamia Diary, 1831 (pp. 1-15)

In English.  See MESNOTE7

UAH R.15. Cb.6.14  Mesopotamia Diary, 1832 (pp. 1-18)

In English.  See MESNOTE8
