Mesopotamia Diary 1831                            1
PAGE  
2
MesNote7

Mesopotamia Diary 1831

Moravian Missionaries at Mesopotamia
Jan-Dec 1831 -- “Diary of the Missionary Station at Mesopotamia for the year 1831” [by

                           Br. Ricksecker]



    UAH R.15. Cb.6.13/1-15

At start of year he and family are in Hopeton for a change of air.  When he visits Mes for church service, “every one inquired, ‘How misses do, and them children!’” [1]

Complains of having no man servant at Mes (which perhaps explains his objection to the chapel staff, expressed @ Conf with other missionaries), so they were compelled to hire one. [2]

Mes congregation appears to be very small, with only 2 communicants, but the Rickseckers are building it up.  Full attendance @ Good Friday service thanks to the overseer granting a few hours of free time. 9 people admitted as spectators to Lord’s Supper. [3]  At Easter, sunrise service @ burial ground, and capacity church service with 3 baptized + 4 new candidates. [3]  

Explains why Sunday attendance is low: provision grounds are 3-6 miles distant!

A number of “free brown people” are ministered to--apparently separately. [3]  And Sr R keeps school for “some free brown children” [5]

Their 33-yr-old chapel servant Prudence [Mary] upset them by having a fit [4]--but she has been having seizures for 4 years.

Mulatto John Killman, “a great boy” aged 18, has consumption and was baptized in April.  He died in Oct. [4]   Mr. Law, the white carpenter, also dies.

Rickseckers--like most of the Moravian missionaries--make a habit of visiting the sick and the old who cannot get to church (and who may be in the mood for baptism).  They urge their congregants to get properly married.  And they are vexed that the baptismal candidates and ‘new people’ fail to attend the special meetings they organize for them because they suppose that going to church is enough. [5]

On Prayer Day in May, 3 Negroes baptized and 1 admitted to the Congregation. [5]  In July, 1 received first communion, 1 admitted to Cong., 1 was baptized, 1 marriage performed, and 17 admitted to candidacy. [7]

Old woman dying of dysentery bapt. in July.  This was 62-yr-old Bathsheba, who died that month.  She was bapt. Matilda Williams. [7]

General sickness @ Mes in August.  Both Br & Sr R very ill, and most of their chapel attendants, and few came to services. [8]   Speaks of the unhealthiness of this part of the island, and the missionaries’ house is set in a pasture rutted by cattle, so impossible to avoid wet feet in rainy season.

In Sept, 3 married couples had a love feast, “which was something quite new to them”.  2 women baptized, 4 Negroes were candidates, I was confirmed, 7 others became spectators, and another wedding: John and Frances Benjamin were married [9].  This is 54-yr-old Carpenter John and 50-yr-old Cook Kandice.

In Oct, John Killman and his mother Nancy Brown (R calls her Anne) both died; she had been baptized in childhood but neglected the church in adulthood, lamenting this on deathbed. [10]   4 more persons confirmed and took communion.

In Nov, another old dying man, was baptized.  This was 70-yr-old Watchman Sambo, who was bapt. Samuel Brookes and d. that month. [11]   A young sick child, 4-yr-old Frances Clark, who was one of R’s Sunday Scholars, was baptized before she died this month. [12]

R laments that some of the newly baptized turn out to be fornicators; very difficult to wipe out such sinful practices in this place. 

More successful with the children; in Dec teaching them to sing Christmas hymns, and the youngest--who don’t yet work--are brought to R every morning. [13]   But at Christmas, hardly any adults show up for divine service because they receive their Christmas allowance (rum?) and celebrate till 3 AM.  Some who do come to church are not in a fit state for worship.  The children by contrast get “reward books” for good attendance during the year when they have their post-Christmas love feast.   

On Dec 30, they learn for the first time of the insurrection in St. James parish, and that they had burned many sugar works, “and soon after we heard of their fast approaching this parish, burning all properties they came to.”  They could see new fires in the mountains every night.  They were now the only white people on the estate and in the neighborhood, and prayed the Saviour for help.  Relieved that the Mes negroes remained quietly at work [14].

1831 record @ Mes church: 18 adults and 3 children baptized, of whom 3 adults and 1 child were on deathbeds.

Received 3 into Cong, admitted 7 to Lord’s Supper, married 6 couples, and 1 sister died.


41 baptized adults (9 being communicants, 17 candidates for communion)


35 candidates for baptism


56 new people


31 Sunday scholars


10 baptized adults suspended from Cong. meeting


 2 excluded from meeting

          175 “the whole number of souls in our care” [15]


