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Moravian Missionaries at Mesopotamia
Jan-Dec 1812 -- “Diary of the Negroe Congregation at Mesopotamnia in Jamaica

                           for 1812” [by Br. Gründer]

                           UAH R.15.Cb.6.9/1-40
On Jan 1, Br Gründer “did a walk to the works to see Mr Patrickson the Overseer but found him not at home; in coming home he saw a sick Candidate for the holy communion, Henry.” [3]  (This is Corrydon, a 59-yr-old former Cooper who had been an invalid for 7 years and would die in April 1812.)

Learns that a new pair of missionaries from Antigua, Br & Sr Beikers, had arrived in Jamaica, destined for the Bogue.  Went to see a sick mulatto woman who wanted to be baptized, but didn’t baptize her.  This is Mary, a diseased domestic who died in Dec 1812 @ 21.  Mr. Patrickson asked to borrow the Gründer’s chaise and horse “to carry the sick Mulatto Mary from her Mothers House to the Barracks near the Great house, we were obliged to comply with the request, as she is in such a Condition not to be able to walk.”  [4]

Mary’s mother Nancy is 46 and works in the 1st Gang; she will be baptized in 1815.

They also visited Peter [Augustus] “who seemed very low”. [4]  He is a 72-yr-old former Distiller, invalid for the past 4 years and recently restored as a communicant, who died a few days later. [5]  Had been bapt. by Br Senseman in 1767 and became a Communicant in 1788.  “He was of a strait and upright turn, and had been a very useful Negro in his younger Days; but when we came here he was in a sickly state, but rejoyced to see Missionaries arrive here again; he in the beginning visited us frequently, but since the Month of October he was mostly confined to his Bed; he said when visited, I wait upon the Lord! sometimes he would complain that no more attention was paid to him, his wife Martha who nursed him being sickly herself” [5]  /  “....he charged his son in law not to buy any gaudy stuff to dress his Coffin, but bury him plain & simple!” [6]

In this commentary, no mention made of Augustus’s exclusion in 1798 for participating in heathenish ceremony; the Gründers seem to have forgotten about this.  Augustus’s wife Martha [Becky], bapt. in 1782, is a 62-yr-old children’s nurse who will die herself in 1817.  Only registered child is 27-yr-old fieldhand Angelica, who has 5 children by this date and had served in the chapel as a child.  Her husband (and Augustus’s son-in-law) is not ID. 

In Feb the Gründers set off on a visit to Carmel, “after we had a severe Fright by our old Mare having kick’d the Boy by trying to catch her, he was immediately rub’d with some Rum and so was enabled to proceed with us on our journey!” [7]  Spent two weeks with the other missionaries @ Carmel, Elim and Bogue.

Their “Boy” was probably George, a 10-yr-old Mulatto who served as the chapel boy from 1811 through 1815 before becoming a Carpenter.  Have found no record of his baptism, though his mother Sophy was baptized.

In March, back @ Mes, “In the night at one o’clock, we were awoke by an alarm, a Thiefe having broke into our Kitchen, he was luckily got hold of and sent to the Bilbow.” [8]  No further ID of this thief.

With Peter’s death, only 2 slave communicants left, both women.  In March celebrated with one of them, but “The other Communicant Sister had been put in the stocks to Day, for no other Crime but she went to wash some of her old rags, and she not having been able for some time, to go to her work, on account of sickness; and the Overseer met her.” [9]

One of the two communicants is Catherine or Cartarina, book name unknown. The other is Zepora [Sibby], who is a 63-yr-old invalid at this date; her previous job had been taking care of her grandchildren, which she had done for 18 years (!); she would die in 1814.

The Gründers delighted “to see our things come save here in Mesopotamia Waggon” / after having been long detained @ Black River. [9-10]

March 29: “Easter morning.  Early with break of Day the Bell was rung after which some Negroes assembled, with whom we went in the burying Ground to pray the Easter morning Liturgy” [10]

Henry [Corrydon] dies April 1.  Funeral the next afternoon.  Baptized in 1788 by Br Zanders & became candidate for L.S. in 1798, “and Spectator for the last time in 1811.  But after that some thing not very pleasing occurred with him, for which he was punished and sent to a Watch Hut; so that we could think no farther of him for the present; where he probably got a severe Cold which Occation’d his Departure!” [11]  [Mes records show that Corrydon was switched from Cooper to non-working invalid in 1805 and remained an invalid for 7 years.]

April 10.  “In the Evening [Meeting] was read a Diary from the Hottentots which was heard with attntion.” [12]

Sr Gründer has a nasty accident when she was feeding the horses corn and brushing their flies; the young mare gave her a kick in the thigh which threw her down.

In May, 9 congregants attended a class for the baptized.

After Ascension Day evening meeting, “one old sickly Negro Jasper begged to stay here in our Kitchen, and in the morning said, he had slept much better than at home, it having been warm & comfortable.” [14]  Jasper is a 61-yr-old invalid; had asked for baptism as far back as 1783; would be baptized in 1813.  In Nov, Jasper is a candidate for baptims;Br Gründer visits him when sick. [34] 

Daughter of one of the baptized women was very sick in May, and Br Gründer was prepared to baptize her, but on a second visit “she beg’d not to do it, for she having hopes now the Lord would raise her again; and then she would give herself up to Him and keep to the Chappel.” [15]

Br Gründer also visited “one Baptized Charles who is very sick of the Rhumatism” [16]  This is Charles Wood, book name unknown.

In June, he called upon Mr. Blight, one of the Mes Attorneys, and was invited to come to dine with him, which he accepted.

Also in June, one “morning we found that our stock house had been broken open, and 3 of our laying Hens taken out In the Night.” [17]

Br Gründer decides to baptize the sick Mulatto Mary.  “she said, but now I am not ready for I can’t walk yet to the Chapel, when I told her, that it would be done here in her Room, in about an hours time, then she seemed very glad for it!”  Several of the baptized, plus some mulattoes [note!!]  Her baptismal name is not given. [18]  She died two weeks later in June [the Inventory mistakenly says Dec 1812].

Again, at Mulatto Mary’s funeral “a good number of blacks & Mulatos attended” [20]

Sophia [book name unknown] is a candidate for communion.  “She dreamt once that she came to Church and saw a white Table spread for the holy Sacrament, and the Missionary asked her: who is you?  She said ‘Sophia’, & he asked agin, saying who are you?  Then she awoke.” [18]

Then another baptized, Samuel [who he?] , recalled a conversation between his father, who died when he was a boy, and Br Franz who reproved him for saying “that he had been a very good man and never did any Harm”   So before the father died, he turned as a sinner to our Saviour. [19]

Br Gründer visited the baptized Br Benjamin [Hector] in the sick house [20]  [Hector  was 67 and still a Driver.]

Visited another sick Negro lying in his house, who was troubled with fits.  Then went to Overseer Patrickson “to see that some care might be taken of him; after which he was taken into the sick house!” [21]

Meetings very poorly attended during summer, partly because of heavy rain and partly because the slaves suffer from “the want of Provisions” which “depressed their spirits!”

Mr Godface visited the Gründers, along with Mr Patrickson.  Godface is a countryman of Sr Gründer, “and wishes to bring his Son here to learn to read & write.” [22]  A few days later, an attorney from St. James parish came looking for a missionary to teach the Negroes on Mr. Hall’s estate there, and Br Gründer said none could be spared unless a new one was sent out from Europe.

Also in August, “two Gentlemen called here offering 4 Mulatto Children to be instructed in reading and writing: but after mature Consideration we found it not convenient to accept the Offer.” [25]

In Sept, 3 Negroes from Island Estate come to Mes with cattle, and see the Gründers; they were invited to attend the Meeting tomorrow.

Also in Sept had friendly visits from Mr. Patrickson and Dr Vallis and Dr Ricky, who is Ritchie, the plantation doctor.  A few days later, “Brother Gründer went to the great house to interceed for a Negro” [28] -- but no further information given!

In Oct, Br Gründer requested to conduct funeral service for bookkeeper Mr McLean, who had died rather suddenly.  Used the English prayer book.  A few days later conducted another C of E funeral service for “the Clark here” “before a number of white and Brown People”

A violent storm kept the Gründers up all night trying to close the jalousies and keep the rain out.  Found next morning that their stock house was damaged, as were the Negro houses, and “most of the Fruit Trees were Broken down, and all the fruit on the Ground!”  Some Negroes came to the Gründers to find how they did, but then had to rush back to care for their families.  Some Negroes stayed in the Gründers’ kitchen all day, having no shelter in their own houses.  Hall and bedroom were swimming in water.  The next day Mr. Patrickson told them that the mountain plantain walks were laid flat, and the sugar canes were greatly injured. [30-31]

After the storm Br Gründer visits sick Communicant Sr Zepora [Sibby], who was in her neighbor’s house, her own being unroofed. [31]

Visited neighbor, Mr. Knight, who was very sick.  Is this the white Mes Carpenter?  Also Dr Goodwin paid a call.

Went to Friendship Estate, where a Negro man was sick and thinks himself bewitched.  Mr. Watson [the overseer?] wants Br Gründer to baptize him.  He spoke with the man, “but as he was quite out of our conection he did not Baptize him.” [33]

In November the Gründers baptize a candidate who was called Joseph. [33] This is probably Coromantee Prince, a Boiler who was bapt. in 1812 at age 49 after being rejected 5 times earlier.

Received a letter from Br Latrobe, which gave them great joy.

Also in Nov, “In the morning we were alarmed by the watchman, on account the Fowl house having been broken open & seven of our Fowls taken out!” [35]

In December, when the Gründers visit the Negro houses (as they frequently do), “all complain for want of Provision, and constantly of breaking into[?] others houses and steal what they have for their maintenance!” [36]

Their mare was brought out of the pasture lame, “so that we had to sent for the Blacksmith who got out a large Prick of her Foot!” [36] This must be Dorset, age 47, the only blacksmith on the estate in 1812, who had been baptized in 1803; bapt. name unknown.

On Christmas Day forenoon “all the Negroes were served with allowances on account of which we could have no meeting.”  But gathered “a pretty number” for evening service.  On the 27th, when Br Gründer went to ring the bell for the children’s meeting, it fell down and cannot be hung again.  It had already been thrown down and broken in several pieces in the great storm of 1780, and now is broken further in Oct storm and Nov earthquake.

Totals for year 1812: 3 added by baptism to the Mes community, 3 candidates for baptism, & 3 died.   
         35 total baptized (same as 1811), 6 of them as children

                                 2 communicants, 2 candidates for communion, 8 for baptism

 
                     47 in the total community [40]

