Unitäts archiv at Herrnhut : Microfilm re Mesopotamia [Reel 1]

UAH R.15. Cb. 1.2  Br. Caries Diarnem von Mesopotamien mit Seiner Reise nach Europa....Jan. 1759 bis 28 Mar. 1760 (pp. 1-193)

How often did Caries come to Mesopotamia, Jan-Nov 1759?

(1) Arrives @ Mes on Jan 10, leaves Jan 16. Mention of overseer Daniel Macfarlane & Parson John Pool. [7] Also Pastor Ramsey [8]. On Jan 14, mentions Babe & Warwick. [10]
(2) Returns to Mes Feb 9, has meeting with candidates @ Matt's hut on Feb 11.  "Those with whom I had spoken sharply last Friday had assembled in Matthew's house to await me." [loose translation!] Seems to leave Feb 14

(3) returns to Mes on 8 March, leaves c 13 March. Mention of Br Joseph on Mar 11 [33].  Spends a lot of time talking about arriving & departing ships, esp to & from NY & Phila.
(4) heads again for Mes on April 2, this time joined by Br Gottlieb. Seems to discuss arrival of brig Ann @ Savanna la Mar with cargo of 10 N for MNesopotamia [46].  Selling at £55 & £53. [47] Mention of Babe, Frank, Warwick & Matheus [47]. Returns to St Eliz c April 10.

(5) seems to return to Mes c April 28, spending time @ Savanna la Mar, also talking with Mes Negroes, complimenting Matt on May 6.  Mention of Warwick, Ambrosius & Neger Babe [60].  2 Negers Essex and Gai [Guy?] [62].  Mention of Joseph & Petrus who could be James & Augustus, also Matheus possibly taking name Jacobus. [63]  Back in Carmel by May 10.

(6)  Doesn't seem to visit Mes in June, but returns there on July 23, holds further meetings with Mes slaves. Mentions Joseph & Petrus [84] and Neger Matheo [86].  Also Neger Zag [86]  Leaves for St Eliz about July 31.

(7) Heads back to Mes on Sept 12 and stays until c Sept 22.  Back @ Carmel on Sept 23.

(8) Last visit seems to be Oct 11-15, 1759, when over 34 “Menilm” [??] had come, saying “Thanky, God bless them” [126]
29 Sept 1759: discussion, which I can't make out properly, about which brothers will handle which slave congregation. Br Carl Scultz & John Brown to remain at Carmel, Rauch & Gandrup seem to be assigned to Mesopotamia, Planta at The Island, Powell at The Bogue, Levering perhaps at Mesopotamia, perhaps at Carmel.  Br Nathaniel also involved. [I ought to get this translated: pp. 118-119]

Caries starts sailing to Europe c Nov 12, 1759 [p. 137]

UAH R.15. Cb. 1.3  Continuation Der Brr. Chr. Heinrichs, Gandrups & Leverings Diaren von Mesopotamien. Dec 1759 - 1761, Feb-June 1763, & 1765

(1) Br C.H. Rauch's diary starts Nov 28 1759. 

On Dec 4 speak to Mathew & to old Quasheba [baptized 1764] [5]
On April 4, 1760, they ask the N if they know what happened on Good Friday.  They answer “Ja!” [46]  Matthew & James singled out, as usual.

May 1760: much discussion of planting & fencing provision grounds, with yams, bananas, coffee [55]

By Oct 1760 almost daily reference to Matthew, plus James & Sharry. [91]
Dec 2, 1760, first mention of Mr. Barnjum, who is replacing Mr Macfarlane as overseer. [95]

Dec 6 1760: conference at Mes resolves that Matthew & Old Sharry are candidates for baptism [95]

Dec 11: James also mentioned as possible candidate [99]

Feb-March 1761: Sr Anna Heinrich is sick, and she leaves for healthier site [115-116]

Aug 24-25, 1761: baptism of Jerry as Simeon. [144-145]
How much time do the Rauchs & Gandrup spend @ Mes?

They seem to live continuously on the estate through 1760-1761, with occasional trips to Carmel.

When do the Leverings show up?  

23 June-8 July 1760 is first visit I have noticed [65]. They are mentioned on Sept 1, 1760 [77], Sept 18, 1760 [80], Oct 19, 1760 [87], Dec 30, 1760 [105].

Leverings seem to go away in early 1761.  Reappear June 4, 1761 [132-133] & present @ Sharry's baptism in August [142-145] 

Leverings present in Sept-Oct 1761, but seem absent in Nov-Dec 1761.

 On Nov 29 C.H. & Sister Anna go from Carmel to Mes [2]. Diary continues almost day-by-day through 1760 and 1761.  Much mention of Mr. Macfarlane in first entries for Nov-Dec 1759. Br Gandrup also mentioned frequently starting in Dec 1759.  Br & Sr Levering also appear frequently, starting in June 1760 if not earlier.  But diary is almost all written in the same hand [presumably Rauch's].180 pp.

[Note: Matt's comment on Sharry's baptism in Aug 1761 is on p. 145]

[nothing for 1762, but no indication that the missionaries quit Mes.  The 1762 diary appears to be lost.]

(2) Then, without a break, pp. 181-207 contains Mesopotamia diary for Feb-June 1763.  Most of it almost unreadable because of ink seeping through. In a different hand from 1759-1761, probably John Levering, since Gandrup died in 1762. Matthew's baptism as Jacob, June 28 1763, described on p.206.

(3) Then (pp. 209-216) a much briefer Diariam von Mesopotamiua, in a third hand, for Jan-Dec 1764.  This writer (possibly Sister Susanna Levering) talks much more about the comings and goings of the missionaries than about the slave candidates.  On Feb 5, Mary baptized as Susanna [p.209]. Discussion of a Negro rebellion in April 1764 [210-211], and again in Nov 1764 [215]. Mention of Jacob on Jan 1, of Jacob, Susanna & Afra on May 20, Jacob & Afra on Aug 1.  Looks as though Br Bader is replacing Levering  [who died in July] @ Mesopotamia in Sept 1764 (and handwriting changes here). Frank bapt as John and Afra as Sarah on Dec 2 [216]. Quasheba's bapt also seems to be mentioned [216].

(4) Then (pp. 217-232) another relatively brief Mesopotamia diary for 1765. Br Bader seems to be in charge now, with Schlegel mentioned prominently. Quite frequent mention of Jacob, as well as the other converts & candidates, without discussing their opinions. Mentions the candidates who were bapt in 1765:Love & Brewna on Feb 10 [218],Parry, Ammoe, Flora & Doll on June 16 [224], maybe Gammer on Aug 11 [228], & Daphne & Brow on Dec 25 [232].

UAH R.15. Cb. 3.1  A series of 5 short diaries, pp. 1-43, spanning 1764-1765, which seem to have little to do with Mesopotamia.

(1) Carmel diary, 1764.(pp. 1-12)

(2) Carmel & The Bogue, Jan Feb 1764 (13-18)

(3) Carmel & The Bogue, March 1765 (21-24)

(4) Carmel & The Bogue, April-June 1765 (25-32)

(5) Carmel & The Bogue, July-Dec 1765 (33-43)

 UAH R.15. Cb. 3.2: Diarum von Carmel, Der Bogue, & Mesopotamia in Jamaica, 1766 (pp. 1-48)

This diary is apparently written by Frederick Schlegel (in a clear hand).  Br Bader seems to be stationed at Mes. The diarist covers events in all 3 places retrospectively, jumping from one to the next, drawing in the case of Mes on Bader's diary. More on Carmel & The Bogue than on Mes, but useful Mes information could be dug out. 

Bapt of Juno, Amy & Kickery in March [9-10];Abigail as Dorothy [12-13]; Isaac, Emanuel, James, Sucky, Atjuba, Clarissa, Queen, Peg & Benniba in June [23-24]; Priscilla as Magdalena, Sarah as Dorothy, Leah as Verona & Belinda as Benigna is mentioned in Sept 1766 [p. 34]; Ajjuba, Susanna & Juba in Dec [44].  Also in December, Jacob, John, Isaac, Joseph, Sarah & Susanna all seem to be confirmed [admitted to LS] on p. 43.  

A closing entry indicates that 20 Mes slaves were baptized this year, and 16 at The Bogue--which checks with my Mes data! [p. 47]

Also, 15 of the baptized have been admitted to communion: 9 @ The Bogue & 6 @ Mesopotamia [47]

UAH R.15. Cb. 3.3: Diarium von Carmel, Bogue, Mesopotamia in Jamaica...1767 (pp. 1-60)

This diary, written in 3 segments, is similar to the 1766 combined diary & probably compiled by Schlegel. Br Senseman now @ Mes.

In April 1767, new baptisms @ Mes: Lester (Andrew), Augustus (Peter), Philander (Thomas), Bacchus (Cleophus), Phillis (Esther), Maria (Miriam), Cooba (Sophia) [p.9].

In June 1767 @ Mes: Austin (Abraham), Sam (Samuel), Guy (Simon), Young Cooba (Catherina), Betty (Johanna), Sarah (Erdmuth), Margaritta (Patience), Sarah (Bathsheba), Parthenia [Bettina] (Judith), Old Cooba (Justina).[p. 25]

In Aug 1767 @ Mes: Quashe (George), Hector (Benjamin), Abraham (Bartholomew), Flanders [Philander] (Philip), Rachel (Louisa), Tamer (Leah), Molly (Mariana) [p. 36] 

 I have rechecked & found 17 more who were baptized: Guy (David), Primus [Jonathan], Lucy (Abigail), Clarinda (Eleonora), Bathsheba (Theodora), & Bess Congo (Frederica) in Aug [p. 34], and Fuller (Timothy), Charles (Paul), Sharry [Santy] (Joshua), Sally (Caritas) in Oct [p. 46], Hertfurd (Joshua) [cannot ID!] & Amimber (Priscilla) in Nov [51], Caesar (Jeptha), Sambo (Solomon), Diego (Nathaniel), Rose [Rosinta] (Anna Johanna), & Cobber [Cooba] (Tabea) in Dec [p. 53]  Total = 20 males, 21 females or 41, instead of KG's 37!!  Note: Hertfurd also spelled Hurfurd.

Hartford is identified as a watchman [50]  [Seems most likely to be Hazard, 41-yr-old field hand who became a watchman in 1768 & d. in hurricane of 1780.]
Close of year statistics: [60]

Now 17 communicants @ The Bogue and 10 @ Mesopotamia, plus another 16 candidates for confirmation.

Baptisms in 1767: 42 @ The Bogue, 41 @ Mesopotamia [my count is now also 41!], 16 @ The Island, 18 @ Two Mile Wood, 10 @ Lancaster & 4 @ Carmel, for a total of 131. [60] 

6 deaths of baptized in 1767: 2 @ The Bogue, 1 @ Lancaster, 3 @ Mesopotamia  

UAH R.15. Cb. 3.4  Diary of The Bogue, Carmel, Mesopotamia & The Island, 1768. (pp. 1-69)

This diary, compiled by Friederich Schlegel, is somewhat differently arranged than the diaries for 1766 & 1767.with separate sections for Mesopotamia.  Br Senseman @ Mes.

In Jan 1768, Ishmael (Matthew), Titus (Zacharias), & Silvia (Lydia) are bapt [11]; ditto  Warwick (Christopher) & Jeremy [Jeremiah] (Boas) in July [51].  In Dec 1768 another 5 baptized: Hercules (Cornelius), John (Aaron), Hagar (Rachel) [not listed by KG], Sibby (Zepora) & Jenny (Carolina) [68].  But unfortunately I can't track the other baptisms in 1768. Quite a large number of converts are mentioned by name; if I could read German, this would be an informative diary!

Statistics, Dec 1768 [48-49]

(1) list of new baptisms in 1768: Bogue 16, Two Mile Wood 28, Lancaster 31, Island 5, Elim 14, Emaus 5, Carmel 3, Mesopotamia 22 [but my total is only 18; KG has 19] = 124 total.[48]

(2) # of communicants: Bogue 14, Island 1, Two Mile Island 5, Lancaster 5, Carmel 1, Mesopotamia 10 [same as 1767] = 36 [49] 

(3) # died ["heimgegangen"]:  Bogue 8, Mesopotamia 12, Two Mile Wood 2 = 22 [49]

Schlegel indicates that the total # baptized in Jamaica is 400, 49 of whom have died. [49] 

UAH R.15. Cb. 3.5  Diary of Carmel, The Bogue, & Mesopotamia, 1769  (pp. 1-66)  

Section on Mesopotamia is at the close: pp. 59-66.

This diary contains a Moravian hymn in English [pp. 24-25], and a letter (June 28, 1769) from Br & Sister Jackson in English describing their voyage to Jamaica, directed to the children at Fulneck [pp. 51-58].  In this letter, the Jacksons say that they left their little son in Fulneck [is this the future Br Jackson who came to Mes  in 1801??], and they then went from Fulneck to London, where they saw Mr. Barham & Sister Foster., "both of whom made us presents & wish'd us much blessing in Jamaica."[51] Boarded ship @ Portsmouth, Feb 26 and set sail on March 5. Both Jacksons got seasick; there was a violent storm, etc.  Reached Antigua after 53 days on April 27. Stayed 5 days @ St Kitts where Jackson saw thousands on Negroes on Sunday market day. [56] Leaving there on May 3, they reached Black River Jamaica on May 11.  They then took a boat up river to Carmel, rowed by 8 strong Negroes.

The Mesopotamia section [pp. 59-66] covers December 1768-August 1769 & appears to be written by Br Senseman, whose hand is esp difficult.  Mention of baptism of Quamy (Tobias) & Celia (Tamor) [Thamer] in March & Jamante (Ignatius), Jacob (Nahum) & Quashe (Marcus) in April 1769 [62].  Appear to be 26 Negro communicants [seems too many--increase of 16 in 1 year!] and 3 candidates. [66]. 

Closes with the following communion hymn [65-66]:

Blessed Negro Congregation

Dost thou hear the Gospel Sound?

be, O' be in meditation

Over thy Dear Saviours Wounds

Jesus Cross, Blood, Death and Suffering

and Sin expiating offring

Jesus Cross Devine to thee

shall thy One & all things be.

Come, O Come! with Soul and Spirit

to thy Saviours Table Draw

Come to his Dear Holy Merit

with great Respect with deep Awe

eat his holy Corpse so Bloody

eat the Heav'nly Food, his Body

Drink the Blood, which he did shed

Drink the Blood, the Blood so red.

His Dear Corpse for thee was broken

his Clean Blood for thee was spilt

This is more than Heav'nly Token

Takes away all Sin and Guilt

O! how happy is a poor Soul

when she comes to his dear wounds hole

eats and drinks, and is renew'd

Thro' this Heavenly Drink & Food.

Might the Spirit, who Decended

on the Thirteenth of August

who Christs Suff'rings represented

to poor Sinners Earthy & Dust

who came on the Congregation

There in Gods place, Hernhutts Region,

Might also come upon us

and him Dearest Lord Jesus.

O Lords Supper - Congregation!

at Mesopotamia

Might they Saviours sweet Salvation

as he his last Breath Did Draw

as he on the Cross hung dying

as he for thy Sins was Crying

b'fore thy Hearts and Eyes appear

and he always to thee near. 

UAH R.15. Cb. 3.6  Diarium des Neger Gemeindnius [sp? means Congregation] in Mesopotamia von August 1769 bis Februar 1770  (pp. 1-6).  Also Diary of Carmel, Bogue & Island. 1770 (pp. 7-30)

Did a new missionary take over @ Mes, Aug 1769?  If so, who?  Probably Br. Schnell.
Sept 1769: George (Occara) & Barbara (Peg) seem to be admitted to L.S. [2]; in Nov, Emanuel (Emanuel) confirmed [3].  On Dec 25, 1769, Lucas (Arnoldus) & Phoebe (who?) baptized & Christopher seems to be confirmed [4].

March 1770: Eleonora admitted to LS. [6]

UAH R.15. Cb. 3.7  Diary of The Bogue, Mesopotamia & The Island, 1771 (pp. 1-34)

In this diary, entries for the various congregations are all mixed together, with more focus on the missionaries than on the slaves.  Author seems to be Schlegel.

Jan 1771: Metcalf now @ Mesopotamia.

Year-end statistics for 1771 are rather incomplete: 

1 child baptized & 2 adults confirmed @ Mes [33]

11 deaths--3 @ Bogue, 2 in Elim, 3 in Lancaster, 1 in Carmel, 1 in Island & 1 in Mesopotamia [33]

Seem to be large # of missionaries: Senseman, Bader & Franz @ Carmel, Marten & Angerman @ The Bogue, Planta @ Eden, Schmalings @ Emaus, Kloses @ Elim, Muller @ Island, Metcalf @ Mesopotamia. [34]. Total # of Negro congregants is over 500.

UAH R.15. Cb. 3.8  Diary of The Bogue, Carmel, Two Mile Island, Elim, Lancaster & Mesopotamia, 1772   (pp. 1-123)

In this diary, entries for Mesopotamia are separated from the other Morav congregations.

Diary of Br Metcalf @ Mesopotamia, Jan-May 1772 (pp. 15-18).  A day-by-day diary with generally very brief entries.  There may be references to baptisms & LS, but I couldn't find them.  April 1772, mention of Overseer Barnjum [17].

Diary of Br Metcalf @ Mesopotamia, June-Dec 1772   (pp. 107-119).  In Dec, Mariana (Molly), Abigail (Lucy) & Johanna (Betty) were confirmed [117]

Year-end statistics for 1772 @ Mes indicate 6 new communicants + 4 candidates for confirmation, 2 brothers & 3  sisters died, 1 child + 2 adults baptized

Total communicants = 38 + 35 baptized = 73 members of congregation [119]

But different set of figures [p. 123] for all the Moravian congregations: listed as Baptized--Communicants--Lapsed ["Lapsist"?]

Bogue 135--67--8/ Elim 97--15--2/  Twomilewood 61--16--0/  Lancaster 46--3--1/  Carmel 20--5--0/  Emaus 10--0--1/ Georges Valley 4--0--0/ Island 32--7--0

For Mesopotamia, the totals are 80 baptized and 40 confirmed.  And since the Brethren came to Mes, 112 have been baptized. [123]

Total for Jamaica = 485 baptized--157 confirmed--12+ lapsed. 

UAH R.15. Cb. 3.9  Diary of The Bogue, Two Mile Island, Lancaster, Elim, Carmel. Emaus, Island & Mesopotamia for 1773 (pp. 1-160)

Somewhat different organization than in 1772, with entries for The Bogue & Mesopotamia separated from discussion of the smaller Morav congregations.  One entry for the smaller units is signed by J.C. Martens, P.J.Planta, & Gottlieb Klose [86]

Mesopotamia entries for Jan 1773 [pp. 24-26] has mention of "Parson Pool" & "Overseer Barnjum" [24].  Metcalf frequently travels to Savanna la Mar.

End-of-year statistics list Primus (Lewis) as sole person baptized @ Mesopotamia in 1773, and Flanders (Philip) as sole person admitted to LS.  Other congregations have more robust numbers--8 baptized @ The Bogue, for example [137]

3.9 concludes with Metcalf's very generalized Mesopotamia diary for Jan-June 1773 in English [139-151—see MESNOTE1], followed by his German diary for July-Dec 1773 [153-160]

Statistics for 1773: [160]

4 persons admitted to LS, 6 candidates for confirmation, 1 baptized, 1 died, 3 excluded from the community.

