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Moravian Missionaries at Mesopotamia
Jan-Dec 1799 -- “Diary of the Negro Cong. at Mesopotamia” [by Br Brown]

                          UAH R.15.Cb.6.8/1-26
On Jan 4, Br & Sr Brown mark their first anniversary @ Mes.  They are pleased “that some new people came begging that their names may be put down, which did not happen for a considerable time before.” [1]

“one of our house negroes Chloe was baptized.  ] She received the name Abigail.”  [2] [in Jan 1799  She is a 46-yr-old African chapel attendant. ]
Felt an earthquake, which didn’t do much damage.  Crop began on Jan 7, and very few Negroes came to meeting.  In Feb at children’s meeting a little girl was baptized--but not named. [3]

At Easter communion, one Br and one Sr enjoyed the L.S. for the first time--again not named. [3]  Prayed the Easter liturgy with the Negroes on the burying ground.

Had a love feast with 9 who had been baptized since last year, admonishing them to remain faithful.  Not named, but the group probably included  26-yr-old Chelsea [James Carr] bapt Nov 1798; 39-yr-old Joe [bapt. name unknown] bapt july 1798;  38-yr-old Redrof [bapt. name unknown] bapt June 1798; 22-yr-old Charity [bapt. name unknown] bapt Nov 1798; 46-yr-old Chloe [Abigail] bapt Jan 1799; 57-yr-old Peggy [bapt, name unknown] bapt Sept 1798; and 64-yr-old Sarah [Sara Maria] bapt March 1798. Possibly Sabina, bapt & d May 1799. Who is #9? Possibly Cicily?
Should not include Monimia , bapt & d. Dec 1798; Mingo, bapt Oct 1799; Elam [bapt. in Oct 1799], Isaac [bapt. in Oct 1799], Cuba [bapt. in Oct 1799], and Marina [bapt. in Oct 1799]

Very lively on the estate in April because Mr. Graham, the attorney of this and many other estates, is going to England.  “Most every Day his house was full of Visitors who came to take leave of them.  We likewise went to him the Day before he rid off for the same purpose, and to thank him for the kindness he had shown to us, since we live here.” [4]

In late April a sick Negro woman asks to be baptized, and said “I know of nothing else but to cry Day & Night for Help from Him [our Saviour], and that out of pure Mercy He may have Compassion on my poor soul.”  Was baptized by Br Brown; “A fine number of Negroes had assembled on the Occasion, who were all very attentive.” [5] -- No name or baptismal name given, but this is Cicily, a fieldhand who died age 34 of TB in May 1799.  Br Brown says she had a very painful sickness, but when she was well had chased after the vanities of this world rather than attending Meeting. [6]  

Cicily was born @ Mes, but she has “heathenish Relations & others” who played African-style for her, which infuriated Br Brown, esp since some Christians went to these heathen ceremonies. [7] [Browns didn’t consult the Saviour on this one!]
Diary spends more time on Moravian correspondence from America, and news that 3 brethren from England had received calls to serve the mission in Jamaica, than it does on the Negro congregation.  The Browns have such light attendance at their public Sunday evening meetings--after the Negroes have been working all day in their provision grounds --that they decide to hold morning meetings, and got somewhat better attendance. [8-9]

Interesting story (but with no ID) about “one of our Christians, who is a Doctor for the Kings Evil”; he treated a patient from another estate whom he couldn’t cure, and when he sent him home, the owner sent him back.  The patient died, and the Doctor slave immediately buried him, with the help of his other patients, to prevent spread of putrefication.  But a Mes bookkeeper noticed this, and the owner of the dead slave called coroner and jury to investigate.  The coroner told Br Brown that he should be present at the hearing, which Br Brown wished to avoid, to put pressure on the Doctor slave to tell the truth.  Body was not disinterred for health reasons. / The Doctor slave was examined and answered all questions fully and freely, so he was cleared, and only reproved for not telling a white man what had happened as soon as the patient was dead.  One of the white men present told Br Brown, “I believe that man is a good Christian.”  [9-10]

In August, a slave on a neighboring estate “made a great Supper and Play” in heathen-style commemoration of his wife’s death, and a very large number of Negroes from other estates went there, “and to our grief we learned that a great / Number from here, and even some of our Christians have been there too” [11-12]  Partied all Saturday night into Sunday, spoiling the missionaries’ morning meeting.  Not just young boys and girls, but grey headed men and women who are scarcely fit to be used as watchmen “and can hardly crawl about, when at home, will at such Occasions take their Crutches in hand and walk more than an English mile, chiefly to get plenty of Rum to drink and a hearty supper, though they are often disappointed in that Respect and get not what they expect yet another time they will try it again.” [12]

The Browns told their congregants who had been to this affair that “they had given Public Offence” and would be excluded from the class of the baptized unless they repented publically. [12-13]  This had a good effect, but the Browns are conscious of the danger of excluding people too readily, since they then act worse than before.

Discusses the recent case of a husband and wife who split up and took other partners, and the woman became irreconcilably bitter not only against her former husband but against the missionaries.  They fought, and the man beat the wife so brutally that “she could eat very little for a long time, and was even in danger of losing her life.  This obliged the Attorney to separate them entirely, and give each of them half of their Children, some of whom had been baptized in their infancy by the brethren.”  Speaks of how this couple had been baptized long ago, and lived together for years, and even got some of their children baptized.” [13-14]  Is this Occara [Daniel] and Judy [Sybilla], baptized in 1782?  See MesNote3.  Judy has three children--Philip, Bob, and Samuel--who are 22, 14 and 10 in 1799 (fourth child Parry died in infancy). Bob was bapt. David many years later, after 1818.

In October, more Negroes coming to Meetings, and some new people interested in baptism.  Storm hit the Negro provision grounds in the mountains, sinking one section so that plantains 10 feet tall were completely buried. [15]

In November, 1 man and 2 women were baptized--but not named. [16]  (These are Mingo, Cuba, and Marina, all 3 of whom were approved for baptism on Oct 28, 1799 [see XY:MesMorav].  No baptismal names given for these three.)

Another man--among the first candidates for baptism when the Browns arrived in 1798--was sent to another estate 6 miles away for a change of air, but Br Brown found him discharging great quantities of blood from his mouth. / “he had been a very passionate man in his healthy Days, and was so easily affronted, that for the smallest trifles he would leave his nearest and dearest friends.”  But he is now in a properly forgiving mood, and so was baptized in the presence of his sister “and a fine Number of free People of / Color” who had all been baptized into the Church of England. [16-18]

This newly baptized man staged a temporary recovery and returned to Mes riding on a mule.  His mother-in-law is also a Christian, and so lame that she must walk on crutches.  The Browns gave him refreshment, for which he was very grateful.  Notes the tender feelings that Negroes can have for one another: “they will sit for whole hours holding the head of their sick Relations or Shipmates with incredible Patience and doing all manner of service for them without looking for Payment.” [19]

The newly baptized man relapsed again, and died in Dec. 1799. [20]  Cannot ID with absolute certainty, but seems to be Tommy, a 38-yr-old cooper who was sick in 1798 and rejected for baptism 7 times, and died in 1799.

In Dec, 2 other men baptized, and 2 women received as candidates for baptism--none of them named! [20]  (men are Elam & Isaac, & the women are Abigail and Bella, both approved as candidates for baptism on 5 Dec 1799.  Bapt names not given.)

Very upset by heathen play @ Christmas, but not as bad this year as last because fewer strange Negroes came to Mes, prevented by martial law being declared because of a rumored slave plot at Kingston. Militia on duty day and night.  [21]

On Dec 26, an old Brother Levy [Esop] died exactly 31 years after he had been baptized by Br Schlegal. Esop came from Guinea and was hard to understand because of an impediment in his tongue, so he spoke very broken English, which is the case with most of the Negroes who come from Guinea. [21] (He died @ 78, and Inventory gives death date as Oct 1799.)

Christmas service disrupted when one of the brethren, recently baptized, had been celebrating too much and became so ill during sermon that he had to walk out and almost fell down in the hall.  His mother, an old widow, and one of the oldest and most respected communicants, was very upset.  On the previous evening, several congregants had been half drunk and began to talk and laugh until Br Brown reproved them. [22-23]

The offending brother is probably Mingo [bapt. name unknown], who had been baptized in 1799; his mother Sucky [Elizabeth] had been baptized at least 31 years by this date.

A young white man lately come from England died @ Mes in Dec 1799; Br Brown read the C of E service, attended by 10 or 12 white people from the neighborhood. [24]

Record for the year @ Mes: 6 adults & 1 child baptized, 2 of the adults on deathbed

                                            1 Br & 1 Sr attained to the L.S.

                                             2 Br & 1 Sr have died

There are @ Mes 9 communicants

                           32 baptized

                            5  candidates for baptism 

                            46 total  [25]   

Notes that this is not a sixth part of the Negroes belonging to the estate, which has nearly 400 souls [actually 364].

