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Moravian Missionaries at Mesopotamia
Jan-June 1773 -- “Mesopotamia.  The Diary for the yeare 1773” [by Br. Metcalfe]


UAH R.15 Cb.3.9/139-151
Presents a family vignette.  Frank [bapt. John] is 62 & a blind inv;

his wife Affraw [bapt. Sarah] is 61 & an inv; their daughter Bella [bapt. Grace on her deathbed in Dec 1772 at childbirth, age 22] has been a bad child with “Ugley ways”--though what she had done is not revealed.  Has given her child Davey to the care of  her “Mama” and “Tata” and hopes that the Lord will save her. Both Frank and Affraw talk to Br Metcalfe; Frank talks to him for 2 hours; and Br Metcalfe blesses “our Grace Little Child” at a congregational meeting in Feb.  (But Davey will soon die, in 1774, age 1.)

A second family vignette concerns Priscilla [bapt. Magdalena], who is 51 & inv, and complains about “her Husbands bad things with Susanna”.  Husband is Primus [bapt. Jonathan], who is 56 & a distiller; Susanna [Mary] is 48 & a washerwoman; and they have been shacking up for 6 or 7 years.  Primus apparently has a second wife as well as a mistress; Lucy [bapt. Abigail] is 46 & a fieldhand, and she persuades Primus (also Mary) to see Br Metcalfe.  But they are not repentant, and so are excluded from the Lord’s Supper.[147-150]

Br Metcalfe “visited some of our Watchmen, they was pleased & said Master this week must the Corn be broke in then we can come again to thje Meetings” [139]

Br Metcalfe spends a good deal of time visiting the old and sick, like “poor Lame Isack” who is Parry [bapt. Isaac], aged 71 & inv & a former driver.  Also Tamer [bapt. Leah], who is 51 & inv & a former one-handed water carrier.  Leah is a candidate for communion in June [150]. He also visits Flanders [bapt. Philip], who is 51 & a watchman, and fell into a deep trench of stones and water and lay there unconscious for quite a while until he came to and was able to creep out. (he died in Dec 1773).

But some youth participation in the Mes congregation.  Primus, 24-yr-old carpenter, is bapt. Lewis at Easter. [146]

In Jan, “we have heard on one of our Neibouring Estates that all the Negroes was for Rising in Rebelion to Kill the overseer, but was shortley prevented thro good care, some was secured, others Run in the Bush; thus we are in danger always; In the Evning we had our bible hour as usual, in stillness.” [140]  Two days later, Br Metcalfe urges his congregants “in a Hearty manner to prove faithful to their Masters work in this croptime, & to keep Near our Dear Saviour thus they could shew a good Example to the Rest of their people” [140]  Began crop on Jan 17.

Br Metcalfe complains repeatedly that the slaves are worked so hard during crop time that they have no time or energy for church services.  Very thin attendance, except at Easter when overseer told the slaves they should all go to chapel that day, and most of them did.  “our Hall was Neare full of Negroes, yet they was very still & orderly, & verry Attentive” [145].  Metcalfe hopes for improved attendance and more devotion after crop was finished on 22 May.

In February Sophia [Doctor’s Cooba], 47-yr-old invalid, and Marcus [Bassey’s Quashe], 47-yr-old stock keeper, (both baptized before 1768) are candidates for communion [143].  One church member told Br Metcalfe: “I do assure you master it is my Mind True to come to our Saviour but my bisness is the cause that I so often miss the Meetings, but I can no help, it is so.” [143]

In March, Brother & Sister Martins visited from St. Elizabeth and stayed 9 days, joining in preaching and visiting the congregants.

In May “in the night we had such heavy Thunder, Litning, & Rain as I have Never heard in Jamaica, as also the following days so that we coud not get out of dores.” [148]

------

This diary is very generalized.  Br Metcalfe rarely mentions congregants by name; prefers “to speak with several of our people concerning their Course of Life” without revealing who these people are.

