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Moravian Missionaries at Mesopotamia
June-Dec 1782 -- “Diary of the little Negro Congregation at Mesopotamia” [by Br.

                           Taylor]



    UAH R.15. Cb.6.4/1-25

Br & Sr Taylor arrive on June 1, the previous missionary, Br. Deimer, having died in Apr. 1782.  “Sr. Deimer, and all the Negroes were very glad to see us, & welcomed us very kindly.”[1]  Read a letter to the slaves from Br Metcaff, who formerly lived @ Mes, and they were glad to hear from their old Master.  Sr. Deimer and her two children soon sail for England.  Sr. Taylor, who is an American, had formerly been Sr. Franz & had lived about 5 yrs @ Mes.  Br & Sr Jones  (identified in other diaries as Johns) visit from St Elizabeth.

Slaves call the Taylors “Master and Mistress”--which seems to be the common mode of address for the Moravian missionaries.

Only a few baptized attend the first meeting, and still crop time in June.  Many can’t come to church on Sunday because they have to cultivate their food crops.  “This is something which one must believe is not right in the Eyes of God, being contrary to his Law.” [3]  Administered communion on Sunday to two congregants who had to miss the Lord’s Supper on Saturday night because of their watch duty.  But Taylor reports that more slaves attend his preaching than before, because they tell him “the words are spoken out plainer, & the Gospel made clearer to them” [5]  

Frank, the chief Driver (called Francisco in inventories) is 30 & has been a driver for 5 yrs.  Came to the Taylors in July 1782 to report “that the Overseer wanted more work of him & the Negroes than he was able to make them do, & more indeed than was right, & more thgan they were able to do: he said that they worked harder than any other Negroes, on any Estates round about.”  Wanted to be baptized, but couldn’t because the baptized were not allowed to swear, and the overseer wanted him to “swear & teare at the Negroes, particularly when he came to look at them.”  Taylors said they couldn’t intermeddle with the overseer “and that we were here only for his souls good”[4-5]


In Oct, Francisco asks to be thought of for holy baptism [11].  (But he is not among those approved and baptized in Dec 1782.)

Old Parry [Isaac] is now the oldest Negro on estate--which is true; he is 82--and too sick to leave house and come to meetings. [5]

Quamina, a carpenter, came to Br Taylor with tears in his eyes and wants to be baptized.  [Can’t ID; is Chester or Corrydon meant?  or Jamaica?]  Asked him about his past life & sent him off with good advice.[7]
Two women ask to be baptized, and an old blind man who had deprived himself of the Lord’s Supper for a long time (by living in adultery) said he dreamed of being readmitted. [8] The Taylors reject dreams, and tell the old man that he had “fallen into the snare of the Devil”. [9]  Probably Primus [Jonathan], who had had a similar standoff with Br Metcalfe in 1773.

Br Taylor blessed a child just before it died in Sept 1782; the mother is baptized, but not the father. [9] Cannot ID this child; did it die so soon after birth that it was not recorded?
Another child who died in Sept 1782, also unrecorded in Mes inventory, was baptized late at night and called Benjamin “after his Father”; “Several of the Baptized were present, & our Saviour owned the Transaction with his heart felt presence.” [10]  Both father & mother are baptized. [10]  Parents seem to be Ben [Benjamin], a 38-yr-old fieldhand, and Sophia, book name unknown.

Hector [also Benjamin], a 38-yr-old Driver, “was spoken pretty sharply & closely” concerning his unChristian course [10].  And Phillis [Esther], a 61-yr-old Midwife and Nurse, was excluded from the fellowship of the baptized “on account of her ungodly walk & Behaviour” [10].  Then Benneba [Anna], a 61-yr-old hog herder, reported that she had lost a hog and the overseer threatened to almost kill her with whipping unless she found it, so she prayed to the Saviour--and found it! [10]   

Guy [David] and Mary [Susannah] are parents of an unbaptized young woman who had never expressed interest in baptism and was too far gone when her parents asked for her baptism on her deathbed; then she died in Oct 1782.  [11]  This is Iris, who died at 20 of inflammation of the brain after suffering fits for 8 yrs.  Guy is a 51-yr-old smith; Br Taylor chastised him for his present course.  Mary is a 58-yr-old cook.

A good many are sick in the hot house [11]

William, a 42-yr-old Mulatto Carpenter, came and begged for baptism; he has long attended the meetings. [11]  Also George, a 26-yr-old invalid, “who is a sickly person, & like a Lazarus in his Body,” begged for baptism.  “he is an object of Pity: and the Tears stood in his Eyes while he spoke to us: & said that he was sickly, & he did not know how long he should live” (But he actually lasted until 1790.) [11]

Br. Taylor goes to a Conference at Carmel, and Our Saviour approves of 7 of the 11 Mesopotamia candidates for baptism. [12]  Also Peg [Barbara], a 51-yr-old “strayed sheep had leave to be readmitted to the L.S.” [12] 

An American gentleman came to Mes in his carriage to be measured for a pair of boots [13]; does this mean that there is a slave shoemaker?

In Dec 1782 on Advent Sunday the seven successful candidates are baptized into Jesus’s death in a solemn ceremony fully described [14-15].  The 7 baptized are: “Quashe now called Moses: Qubit [Cupid] now Martin: Will: now William: George: now Job: by Br. Jone:  Ocro [Occara], now Daniel, & his wife Judith [Judy], now Sibylla: Beck, now Martha, by Br. Taylor.” [15]

Of these, Quashe is either Mauger Quashe, a 42-yr-old Fieldhand, or Ackim Quashe, a 61-yr-old Watchman.  Cupid is a 24-yr-old Mason.  Mulatto William is a 42-yr-old Carpenter.  George is a 26-yr-old invalid.  Occara is most likely Nancy’s son, a 33-yr-old Boiler (he reappears in the records in 1798 and 1813, and this Occara died in 1814).  His wife Judy is a 27-yr-old fieldhand with 2 children and 2 more to come.  Becky is a 33-yr-old African fieldhand.

In Dec, the Taylors went to Savannah-la-Mar and visited with Mrs. Morris, who is a first cousin of Mr. Barham [15] and is a religious woman.

Also in Dec 1782, visited a woman who was “very sick with a bad pain in her Belly, but did not think her end was so near, for the next day she departed this life.” [15]  This was Esther, a 60-yr-old African gardener, who had been baptized by Br Bader in 1766 (though not recorded as baptized in 1768).  “But her course has not been an honour to Christ, nor his church, she spent her time very poorly, & was a right Lukewarm indifferent soul, that very seldom attended the Meetings.  When one spoke to her, about her heart & fellowship with our Saviour, one could not but stand amazed that such a Stupid, Ignorant Creature as she really was in spiritual things, should ever have been baptized into Jesus death.” [16] 

On Dec 31, a sick woman of Mes crept home from the Bay where she had tried bathing in the salt water.  So swollen in legs and body that she had to crawl some of the 6 miles on her hands and knees!  Begged to be baptized, and was told to look to our Saviour. [16-17]

This is Patience, the 29-yr-old African fieldhand wife of Primus [Lewis]; she was baptized Abigail on her deathbed in Jan 1783. [21]  “She was a Guinea Negro, & came to Jamaica perhaps 8 or 9 years ago” (actually in Feb 1773, nearly 10 yrs ago)  “She was not inclined at first to come to the meetings: but her son who was blessed by the Brethren (the Father being baptized) was the cause of her beginning to attend the meetings; she was beloved by the other Negroes & had the character of a Quiete person.” [22]   (Her son Jacob was born in 1779 and died in 1796, age 17--”born of distempered parents”)

Mentions that Dr. Easterby is the Mes plantation doctor [17]

In Sept 1782 the Taylors began a children’s meeting with 21 Negro children. [18]

Annual statistics: 1 woman & 2 children have died

                            7 adults & 1 child have been baptized

                            1 was excluded the fellowship of the baptized

                             2 have been readmitted to the L.S.

                             3 Communicant Negro Brothers & 11 Communicant Negro Sisters

                             21 baptized Negro men & 18 baptized Negro women

                             2 baptized boys & 1 baptized girl

                             56 total, plus 8 candidates for baptism [18-19]

In Jan 1783, the Taylors tell their Negro congregants that they are like the barren fig tree, which our Saviour has let stand another year to see if they will bear fruit. [20]

A man named Danne, probably 19-yr-old stockkeeper Daniel, “told us that our Saviour came upon his heart last night (the Negroes way of expressing themselves)” and that he wanted to be baptized [20].  Another man named Jespas, probably 32-yr-old fieldhand Jasper, also asked to be candidate for baptism. (he finally was baptized in1813!)

Another unnamed man asked for baptism in Feb 1783; “we have more men who come to ask for Baptism than Women, which is not usually the case.” [21]

James [Joseph], the 51-yr-old head driver and a communicant, took too much liquor and came to Patience’s burial intoxicated.  He apologized to Br Taylor before a hall full of Negroes[22]. (He died of apoplexy in Nov 1783)

Now that it is crop time, thin attendance at meetings, and when the slaves come, they are very sleepy: “they being obliged to loose every third nighhts rest all thro the Crop: so that we hear scarcely any thing but complaining from the Negroes of their being worked so hard, & the Severity of the Overseer, & Drivers....many are for running away, & say that they would run away if it was not for us...and they truely have it harder than most Negroes on other Plantations.” [23]

During Lent, Br Taylor “went into the Mountain to visit 3 old watchmen who watch the provision Ground of the Negroes, they are baptized & can seldom come to a Meeting, he saw but one of them, because 2 of them were not at home.” [24]

Many candidates for these three watchmen; they could be Bursue (age 46), Bedford (age 42), Cain (age 41), Clytus (age 50), Charles (age 61), Dick (age 61), Emanuel (61 & bapt. by 1768), Esop (61 & baptized by 1768), Frederick (age 46), Fulham (age 38), Ishmael (46 & baptized by 1768), Jamante (51 & baptized by 1768), London (age 41), Occara (61 & baptized by 1768), Juba’s Occara (age 31), Quashe (age 61), Robert (age 61), Roger (age 47), or Simon (age 55).

Br Taylor abruptly ends his diary because he hears that Br. Jone is going home to Europe, and he’ll sent it with him. [25]

