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Moravian Missionaries at Mesopotamia
May 1783-May 1785 -- Diary of the missions at Carmel and the Bogue, with visits to

                                     Mesopotamia [by Br. Taylor]



              UAH R.15. Cb.4.7/1-107

Aug 1783: Br Taylor came to Mes, and the Negroes rejoiced to see him.  Called the L.S. people and prepared them for communion.  Candidates for baptism “encouraged to keep up their Confidence towards our Saviour untill somebody can live with them again.” [21]  At children’s meeting, the children were asked if they remembered anything from previous meetings “and they mentioned many things which they had heard; which gave us pleasure.” [21]

A woman baptized Catherina.  [22]  Book name not given, but she is Diana, a 62-yr-old grass cutter who died suddenly in Feb. 1785.  See below..

The Mes congregants very sorry to see Br Taylor leave after a week.

Dec 1783: Br & Sr Taylor visit Mes “& to look after their things there”.  Negroes joyful to see them and wept for pain that no missionaries can live with them at the present. [27]  Discover that three of the communicants had died since last visit: old Isaac [Parry], at 82 “the oldest man on the estate”; and old Miriam [Maria], aged 72, “who had long been sick & helpless”; and Joseph [James], until recently the head driver and an invalid @ 52, “who died quite suddenly in the night, seemingly heart broke over his hard treatment.”  

Notes that Isaac was baptized by Br Slagle in June 1765 and went to L.S. in Dec 1766.  “In his Christian course he was an orderly regular-living man: & with all a little self-righteous; but yet he knew himself as a Sinner & as such he called upon our Saviour: he was a long time sick, and unable thro old age to come to the Meetings, which loss he often regreted, & mourned over it, particularly since the Hurricane he / was not able to attend one meeting: he was however frequently visited, & received the exhortations given him with thankfulness: he loved all the Brethren & Sisters who served here in the Gospel, and whenever he could be of any use or service to them it was his pleasure & delight.” [27-28]

Miriam was a creole, bapt. by Br Senseman in April 1767; “she also went to the L.S. but the time of her going is not put down in the Church Book: She however deprived herself of this Grace for many years thro dryness & indifferency, & did not attain to the Lord Supper again before she died: She was a kind of a dead lifeless Christian, who had no right feeling of our Saviours sweet love in her heart & soul.” [28]

Joseph “was a native of Jamaica” bapt June 1766 by Br Bader & went to L.S. Dec 1766.  “In his course he was pretty orderly, & respected by the other Negroes: He was also made use of as a helper among the Baptised & other Negroes: he was also the chief Driver for a good while: but an overseer coming to the Estate , who was very sharp, & wanted him to whip the Negroes more than he liked, & more than he could for Conscience sake: he was put down from the Chief Driver to the Second: & geting a lame foot he lost that place too, & at last was put to Rat catching: and when he could catch none, he got severe Punishment, which he took too much to heart: till he almost lost his Confidence to our Saviour, and was cast down with grief: In which situation, by what we can gather from his wife & others, he died in distress, quite suddenly in the night about the Middle of November 1784 [sic for 1783].” [28]  Wife is not identified. 

Administered the L.S. to the few communicants @ Mes, Dec 6, 1783.  Many Negroes came to the Taylors to complain of their hard usage, and they were urged to bear it with patience. [29]  One man who was baptized about a year ago had fallen into sin; he wanted to take another wife beside the one he already had who was baptized with him.  This was Daniel [Occara], who wanted to get rid of Sibylla [Judy].  Br Taylor suspected that he was already fallen into the sin with the woman he wanted to have; Daniel denied this at first, but then acknowledged it, and was told that he had forfeited his place among the baptized until he should repent, and was publically excluded at meeting, though recommended to the prayers of the congregation. [29-30]  “An awful, & a painful feeling attended the excluding this poor man: but we hope the Lord will in Mercy bring him back again, & also make him a warning to others.” [30]

The candidates for baptism were told to wait a little longer; better not to be baptized than to be excluded as Daniel had been.  Then the Taylors returned to Carmel after a visit of a week, in time for Christmas at Carmel and the Bogue.

Summing up the year, Br Taylor notes that with Br. Deimer d. in 1782 and Br. Roberts d. in 1783, he is left alone to minister to all of the Moravian missions, which is a very taxing responsibility. [33]

In Mesopotamia during 1783, 2 have been baptized and 6 have died. [33]

Total baptized, 1783: Bogue 107, Elim 72, Two Mile Wood 48, Island 23, Carmel 20, Emmaus 10, Georges Valley 2, Mesopotamia 52, Lancaster 21, for total of 355. [34]  Of these, 49 go to holy communion and 53 more have gone, but at present do not go.

Br & Sr Wagner arrive @ Carmel, and Br Wagner has his first meeting with Negroes.  “he is defiicient in the English language to express himself here & there as he would, but we hope that he may improve” [39]

In March 1784, Br Taylor conducted Br & Sr Wagner to Mesopotamia, spoke with most of the Negroes, kept the L.S., and stayed a week before returning to Carmel.  Shortly before he arrived, one L.S. Sister had died.  This was Barbara [Peg], an invalid who died of measles at age 52.  Baptized June1766 by Br Slagle, and went to the L.S. also, but deprived herself of that grace for some time until Dec 1782, as noted in Mesnote2.  “She was sickly for a long time before her end: which made her sometimes wish for her departure before it came: she was a person of an upright turn, & counted an honest & faithful Negroe by the overseer.” [40]

Summing up events in Jamaica from May to Dec 1784, Br Taylor writes: “As our dear Br Wagner has kept no Diary at Mesopotamia, so we are not able to say much concerning that Congregation....the first 3 months [March-May] being Crop time, not many Negroes attended the Meetings” and they complained of hard usage “so that they lost their heart for the Meetings” [49]

In May 1784 the Taylors at Carmel heard that Br Wagner had been thrown from his horse coming home to Mes from Savannah-la-Mar, and had hurt his leg--which led to inflammation and a fever.  Sr Wagner also has a fever.  So Sr Miller goes to Mes to help them [50].  In June 1784, Br Taylor called to Mes because Br Wagner was worse.  He administered the L.S. to the little Mes congregation.  2 men and 1 woman “were added unto the Christian Church thro holy Baptism”--but they are not identified. [52]

After a few days, Br Taylor returned to Carmel.  More than 50 English miles betw Mes & Carmel, “which is a long ride for this hot country.” 


By late July 1784, Br Wagner is worse, and too ill to travel to Carmel for a change of air, since the missionaries have no carriage “& the hire of one in this Country is so enormous dear” [55]  When Br Taylor visited him, he was no longer quite master of his senses, but was quiet and bore his affliction patiently.  By this time, the Negroes had had no meetings for 6 weeks.  During and after chapel service a tremendous storm; “we were afraid that the shingles would be blown from our house every Minute, as the wind came with such violence at times, as if it would tare every thing to pieces before it” [56]  No sleep that night.

The few [or four?] communicants @ Mes had L.S. administered to them.

In August 1784, Br Taylor baptized a man Nathaniel at Mes.  No book name given. [57]

In Nov 1784, Br & Sr Taylor visit Mes.  (Br Wagner had died in Sept, and Sr Wagner had moved to Carmel).

Baptized another man, Zaccheus at Mes.  Again no book name given. [72]

A strayed sheep asked for forgiveness at meeting; he had been excluded the fellowship of the baptized and was readmitted. [73]  Was this Daniel?

Summing up events of 1784, 9 adults & 2 children baptized @ Bogue, 1 child @ Carmel, and 5 adults @ Mes, for total of 17.  8 children blessed, and 4 adults admitted to L.S. for first time, with 4 others readmitted. [79]  On the negative side, 23 baptized Negroes died in the several congregations. [80]

Now 104 baptized @ Bogue, 64 @ Elim, 49 @ Two Mile Wood, 21 @ Lancaster, 20 @ Carmel, 55 @ Mesopotamia [3 more than in 1783], 19 @ Island, 10 @ Emmaus, 2 @ Georges Valley, for a total of 344--which is 11 less than in 1783. [80]

In Jan 1785, Br & Sr Taylor visit Mes.  Negroes not satisfied when they found out that the Taylors were not going to live with them again.  A baptized man, David, had died since their last visit.  This was Guy, a 53-yr-old smith who died in Nov 1784.  had been baptized by Br Schalph in Aug 1767 “but did not keep in the Christian Path afterwards at all times: he was however counted a very honest Negro by the overseer; & one that would never tell him a lie, but when he did not like to tell something he was asked about, he would rather keep silence than not to speak the truth: the Overseer praised him much, which we were glad to hear” [86]

On 1 Feb 1785 “one of our Baptised Women in Mesopotamia droped down in the Mill house, & died on the spot, she had been upon watch all night to supply the Sugar Mill with Cane.  She had complained the night before that she was a little Feverish & not well: but no one thought her end to be so near; she was baptised August 31, 1783, & went on afterwards in a Childlike simple way to our pleasure; last Sunday she came to see us; & to speak with us, during which she shed many Tears, particularly when we told her that we were not going to stay here; & said that she was very sorry because if she died, there was no Master to bury her, she added farther, that she wished as Br Taylor had Baptised her, that he might also bury her; (which wish was granted her,) she went away from us on Sunday with floods of tears & could hardly bid us good by.  In the evening she was buried, & a large number of Negroes attended her funeral.” [87]

This is Diana, a 63-yr-old grass cutter, described in Inventory as dying of an apoplectic fit in Feb. 1785.  She had been baptized Catherina in Aug 1783; see above.
In late March-early April 1785, Br Taylor visits Mes again.  Administered the L.S.  Not many people attended Sunday service, it being crop time.  “Brother Taylor could not help being grieved, at feeling & finding that the Negroes sustain a Capital loss in their hearts & souls at this juncture of time, for want of having the word of God preached to them regularly:” [98] 
