Unitäts archiv at Herrnhut : Microfilm re Mesopotamia [Reel 2]

UAH R.15. Cb.3.10  Diary of The Bogue, Carmel, Island, Emaus & Mesopotamia for 1774 (pp. 1-172)

As in 1773, entries for Mesopotamia are separated from entries for The Bogue & the smaller St Eliz units (Moravian missionaries at these places = J.C.Martens, Heinrich Forde, A.F.Piepenburg, Gottlieb Klosse & P.J.Planta).

Mesopotamia entries for Jan-April 1774 [51-58] are by Metcalf. Mentions Attorney Wedderburn [54].  Frequent mention of "Neger-Town": is this the slave housing @ Mes?

In March 1774, Metcalf seems to go to Carmel accompanied by "unser Neger Billy" [55] [The only Billy @ Mes in 1774 is 2 yrs old, so this Billy must be the Metcalfs’ personal slave!]

Mes entries for May-June 1774 [71-74] & July-Dec [109-124] contain nothing that I can find of use. No apparent baptisms on Dec 25.  

Br. Martens visits Mesopotamia in Dec 1774 [171-172]

End of yr stats for Mes: 1 adult + 1 child died,  & 1 candidate for confirmation [124

End-of-yr stats do not include Mesopotamia [170].  In St Eliz congregations, 24 baptisms & 16 deaths.

UAH R.15. Cb.3.11  Diary of Negro Congregations in Jamaica, 1775 (pp. 1-143)
Organized as in 1773-4.  Mesopotamia diary for Jan-March 1775 [31-36] is blotted & unreadable.  Mes entries for April-June 1775 [61-64] are much clearer.  Br Forde visits Metcalf in April [61].

Mes diary for July-Dec 1775 [131-143] is again largely unreadable. There appear to be no baptisms on Dec 25.

End of year stats for Mes: left edge of page is cut off, obliterating total # of communicants & deaths.

Total congregation = 67 adults + 2 children baptized [143]

End-of-yr stats [129] for Jamaica do not include Mesopotamia. 24 deaths in the St Eliz congregations v 13 baptisms (which are listed individually). The total size of the various congregations is not stated.

.UAH R.15. Cb.3.12  Diary of the Negro Congregations in Jamaica, 1776 (pp. 1-58)
No diary for Mesopotamia this year!  But see 6.1 in UAH reel 3.

Philip Diemer is now among the missionaries in St Eliz., along with Piepenburg, Klose & Planta.  Br Metcalf still @ Mesopotamia.

End of yr stats [57] list 8 newly baptized in 1776; 0 @ Mes.  4 admitted to LS in St Eliz, 0 @ Mes.  Also 35 baptized who have died in 1776, including 6 from Mesopotamia: Amos, Sabina, Cornelius, Sophy, Simon & Titus (Arnoldus).  

UAH R.15. Cb.4.1  Jamaica Diary for 1777 (pp. 1-129)

The diary for this year is largely blotted and unreadable.  Br Franz now appears to be at Mesopotamia, and Metcalf has moved to The Bogue.

I find Mes entries for July-Sept 1777 [52-60] by Franz, who seems to have replaced Metcalf. Very hard to read. Mention of "Blind Man Glenby(?)" [53]

A second Mes segment, in very difficult hand, for Oct-Nov 1777 [124-129].  References to "Negertown"& to 3 baptismal candidates not listed by name [129]. These are the only Mes segments I can find, and if there are more, I couldn't read them anyway.  No end of year stats for any of the congregations that I can find.  

But see  6.2 in UAH reel 3.

UAH R.15. Cb.4.2  Jamaica Diary for 1778 (pp. 1-211)

Starts with Peter Jacob Planta's diary in English [1-7].  An unusually warmly written and deeply emotive document.

Planta and "my dear wife" are at Eden, close to the Bogue.  He visited the Diemers at The Island, & Sr Martens at Elim. He seems to spend most of his time traveling from one St Eliz congregation to the next, visiting the sick in their Negro huts.  On March 23, 1778, Planta set out for Mesopotamia by way of Black River.  May have traveled to Savanna la Mar by water. [2] Took Planta 4 days to reach Br & Sr Franz @ Mesopotamia [2-3]

Levinia or Leonora (?) [I can't ID], a baptized Negro at Mesopotamia, came to visit Planta about noon on March 26 and they had a loving discussion of the Saviour. Other Negroes came to see him, and on the 28th at night Planta celebrated.the LS in the "Chappel house" with "an unspeakable happy feeling, and feasted on our Lords Blessed Corpse and precious Blood" [3] On the 29th spoke with more Mes Negroes, both Christians and those hoping for baptism, / and "Afterwards we had a happy Communion Liturgy with our Black Brothers and Sisters who had enjoyed the highest good with us in the Holy Sacrament." [4]  Set out for St Eliz on March 30 and reached Eden that evening.
Back in St Eliz, notes that not many Negroes can attend meetings during crop time because they work night & day.[4]

Planta frequently refers to congregants as "our Black Brother Caleb" or "our Black Brother Jacob". 

**************************

Mesopotamia entries by Br Franz for March-April 1778 [57-65]. Writes in clear big hand, but I can't decipher his script.  Discusses visit by Br Planta on March 26-30 [60].

Mes entries by Franz for May-June 1778 [91-100] are equally hard to read.

Added Mes. Entries for 1778 are in 6.2 in reel 3.

Year-end stats [180] indicate a total of 12 baptized ["getauft"] in 1778 in all congregations, only 1 man at Mesopotamia.  "Heimgegangen" [gone home or died] = 4 men and 1 woman @ Mes. reported by Br Franz. 

Total communicants + confirmation candidates + total baptized: @ Bogue, 52 + 15 + 69 = 121 ["summa alles getauften"] / @ TMWood 14 + 3 +  46 = 60/ @ Elim, 18 + 8 + 73 = 91/ @ Lancaster, 4 + 1 + 33 = 37/ @ Carmel, 4 + 2 + 16 = 20/ Georges Valley, 0 + 0 + 4 = 4/ @ Island, 5 + 4 + 30 = 35/ @ Mesopotamia, 32 + 8 + 25 = 57.  Totals: 129 + 41 + 296 = 425.

A particularly sad end note: 246 baptized have died since Br Caries first came! 180]
UAH R.15. Cb.4.3  Jamaica Diary for 1779 (pp. 1-118)

Separate diaries for the various St Elizabeth congregations.  Mention of Br Franz @ Mesopotamia, June 1779 [117].  But no Mesopotamia diary this year, and no end-of-yr stats for any of the Moravian communities.

But see 6.2 and 6.3 in reel 3.

UAH R.15. Cb.4.4  Jamaica Diary for 1780 (pp. 1-58)

Missionaries this year include:Br Planta (@ The Bogue?), Bader @ Elim, J.F.John & Piepenburg @ Carmel, Diemers @ Island, & Franz @ Mesopotamia.

Only Mesopotamia entries by Franz are for April-May 1780 [27-29].  In May, Franz travels 52 miles to Carmel to confer with Br Johns, Planta & Bader. [29]

Seem to be no end-of-yr stats for any of the communities.  But see 6.3 in reel 3. 

UAH R.15. Cb.4.5  Jamaica Diary for 1781 (pp. 1-54)

This relatively compact diary is all written by Br. J.F.John (including his transcript of Franz's Mes diary below), generally combining activities on the various Moravian sites.

Franz appears to be still @ Mesopotamia in April 1781 [11].  Conference of missionaries which I can't decipher in May 1781 may indicate that Planta is taking over Mesopotamia [12]

Franz's Mesopotamia diary [19-22] starts in Jan 1781 and continues close to his death. Travels to Carmel on April 2 with Br John, and to Savanna la Mar on Apr 16 [21]. [Christian Franz dies at Carmel, Apr 24, 1781]
No end of year stats.  Unclear who--if anyone--has taken over @ Mesopotamia, but closing passage which I can't decipher [54] seems to indicate that Br Diemer has replaced Franz.

UAH R.15. Cb.4.6  Jamaica Diary for 1782 (pp. 1-46)

John F. John is still @ The Bogue, and the organizer of this diary, which is written in same style as 4.5.

No separate mention of Mesopotamia, nor any useful information about Mes that I can discover.  No year-end stats.

But see MESNOTE2.
