Early Moravian Records in the Jamaica Archives

Introductory comment: comparing these accounts of Moravian mission work at Carmel, Fairfield & New Fulneck with the Moravian mission @ Mesopotamia, it is obvious that these three congregations are much larger and more vigorous than the Mesopotamia congregation in the 1810s, 1820s and 1830s.  One big factor seems to be that most Moravian missions in Jamaica draw members from a large number of local estates, whereas the Mesopotamia mission is limited to one estate.  It also appears that the whites living near Carmel, Fairfield & New Fulneck are less overtly hostile than the Mes. managerial staff.  Clear also that the Moravians regard Mes. as a death-trap; those who live there are constantly getting sick, and those who visit bewail the spiritual lethargy of the place.

     Another theme that emerges is the extreme social and political conservatism of Brs Lang, Zorn, & co.  They are appalled by the slave rebellion of 1831-1832.  They are very slow to manumit the 6 slaves @ Fairfield.  They like to visit the houses of genteel friendly planters, etc.  In their mission work, they are exclusively interested in spiritual rebirth, and not at all in social uplift.  Also evident, however, that these brethren work hard.  They do a tremendous amount of circuit travelling, riding long distances from one meeting to another.  The sisters are also very active, though they do considerably less traveling than the brothers.  Though Lang & Zorn remark on the beauties of Jamaica, they find this island an almost impossible place to live in.  They are always getting sick: ill health is a continuous theme running through all these diaries.

Fairfield Q7--Diary of Brother John Lang, 14 February 1805-30 Dec 1819.

Br Lang lived at Carmel, a Moravian station in Westmoreland, very close to St. Elizabeth, about 5 miles from the seacoast @ Parker's Bay.

His diary is a thick document, with frequent short entries, including many observations about the weather, and the plantation regime.  Much less strictly religious than the other JA Moravian documents of this period.  Much discussion of his wife's health, and comments on the progress of his children (who mostly die very young).  Frequently visits Bogue & Elim, but only very occasionally goes to Mesopotamia.

Br & Sr Lang arrive @ Carmel on 14 Feb 1805.  Visits by the Jacksons from Mesopotamia.  When Br Jackson dies on 9 Dec 1808, Br Lang kept his funeral on 10 Dec and brought back to Carmel Sr Jackson and her little ones, Ann & Betsy. [f 2]  / On 28 Dec, Brs Lang & Ellis go to Mesopotamia to pack up the Jacksons' things. [f 3] 

12 Feb 1809--"The Brown & white people are very troublesome on Sundays  Oh Jamaica Jamaica!  Dead as a flint...oh for a Gale of life to thee!" [6]

26 Aug 1809--"Wrote Br: Latrobe the departure of K [his wife Kitty]

              about my futurity to the U.E.C.

              The slave Chance.  Mr Barham. &cc."  [f 22]

[No slave Chance @ Mes at this date]

24 Sept 1809 -- reports that all the negroes attended Carmel meeting except the watchmen.

14 Nov 1809--J.L. returned yesterday from Mesopotamia, "having found there the most of things left in the House, gone.  There being not the least care taken of it.  The Negroes were glad to see some one of us & attended the Meetings very numerously on the Sunday evening  Two people approved of in Br: Jacksons time * [by lot] were baptized into the death of Jesus.  Quaco was called Silon & Debora, Mary Graham." [f 26]

1 Jan 1810--"The Negroes [at Carmel] had their day given to them & in the evening we had a crowded meeting of our & strange Negroes." [f 29]

29 Jan 1810--"This was a very troublesome day with white people & overseers." [f 30]

20 Nov 1810--"On the 17th J.L. set off for Mesopotamia  slept at Bluefields & arrived on the 18th at Mesopotamia  He found the House Sellar & outhouse robed of almost every article in them

In the evening he kept a Meeting when a good number of Negroes as well as some whites attended on the text `One thing is Needfull.' which he humbly hopes was not in Vain.  on the 19 early he left Mesopotamia for Savana La Mar..." [f 46]

24 Dec 1810--killed a steer today @ Carmel, weighing 530 lb, and divided most of it to the Negroes together with a pipe and a little tobacco and a pint of rum to the common people, and a bottle to the drivers, cartmen, etc. [f 48]

21 Feb 1811--at a conference it was settled that Br & Sr Grunder are to go to Mesopotamia, and Br Lang is to stay until the June fleet sails. [f 52]

27 March 1811-- Br L heard from Mr. Pattrick [sic], the overseer @ Mesopotamia, that the chapel and out offices were repaired. [f 54]

Br Lang leaves for England, and Br & Sr Hacker take @ Carmel, and also take over the diary for a few months, starting in March 1811. [f 54]

6 June 1811--Br Grunder reports from Mesopotamia that Sr Grunder is ill.

27 Dec 1811--Christmas holiday @ Carmel passed quietly until most of the Negroes came down the road drumming and dancing; Quaco was sent to insist that they leave off. [f 60]

Feb 1812--Br Lang is back at Carmel (with a new wife) & resumes diary.

In Sept 1812, he is blocked by owner of Penn plantation from continuing to work with the negroes there.  Lengthy correspondence betw Br Lang and the owner.  Dispute seems resolved, because Br L goes back to Penn.

12 Dec 1812--"Our Christian Henry" commits an offense by carrying rum to a funeral dance for his brother's child.  Told he deserves exclusion.  He says he meant no harm and begs to be forgiven: will fall on his knees & pray our Saviour to forgive him. [f 91]

At conclusion of 1812, Lang has 6 communicants, 17 baptized, 10 candidates, 1 child, 10 new people, and another 50 who attend meetings constantly or occasionally, for a total of 94 @ Carmel and @ Penn. [f 92]

In March 1813, Br Lang & Br Becker go to Spanish Town to search in the Secretary's office for record of the land that J.F.Barham Sr left to the Brethren for the establishment of a mission near Mesopotamia.  Dr. Goodwin has built a house on this land!  They discovered that Barham had willed them 4« acres, and that Goodwin has taken 3 acres from them. [f 95]

13 Dec 1813--the Langs set off for Mesopotamia, stopping en route @ Bluefield Tavern, where Br L thought a group of mulatto fellows were planning to murder him.  Lang was so alarmed that he rushed off without staying to eat the meal he had ordered.  /  Arrived safely at Mesopotamia betw 3-4 PM. [ff 113-4]  On the 15th, Br Grunder & Lang set off for St. James, to see a planter who wants to set up a Moravian mission.  They stop at Hadddo Tavern @ 10 am, 11 miles from Mesopotamia for refreshment, and reached Montego Bay by evening--which they found very beautiful.  The district filled with great estates. [f 114] After visiting Fairfield estate in St. James, they returned on 17 Dec, riding 22 miles to Haddo Tavern, where they stayed overnight, & getting to Mesopotamia by 10 am. [f 115]

At Mesopotamia, Br Lang kept 2 meetings to about 19 Negroes--"which is a small proportion of such a large Estate but the Negroes do not seem very hungry here for the word of God yet our dear Br & Sr Grunder keep heart tho' there is little yet there is something done." [f 115]

Fairfield X1--"List of the members of the Congregation at Fairfield 

              arranged according to the Estates on which they reside,

              Oct 12th 1824”
This 171 pp. volume contains the names of hundreds of Moravian slaves living on 92 properties, all or most of which are in Manchester parish.  Striking to see how widely they are scattered.  The chief concentrations are at Bulldead, Cheverly, Greenland, Hope, Huntly, Isle, Knockpatrick, Marlborough, Mayday, Montpelier, Moreland, Mount Prospect, New Ark, Nottingham, Oatlands, Oldbury, Pepper, Peru, Phantilands, Pleasant Prospect, Ryde, Somerset, Spice Grove, Wales & Wilderness.

Unhappily, no mention of Mesopotamia.

Fairfield B1--Carmel Baptism Register, 1824-1877.
This register with 169ff is organized parallel to Fairfield F1, though mostly post-slavery.  Divided into (a) baptisms of 1138 adult men, 1824-1876--giving name, former name (dropped in 1838), owner or property (changed to residence, 1838), nation (dropped in 1854), partner (changed to wife, 1841), date of baptism & by whom baptized, & whether admitted to holy communion; then (b) baptisms of 1224 adult women, 1824-1876--similarly categorized; and finally (c) baptisms of 1775 children, 1853-1877--giving name, date of birth, parents, residence, date of baptism & by whom baptized, & sponsors or godparents.

A gold mine of information, but unfortunately no Mesopotamia names!  

These people live in St. Elizabeth or on the very eastern edge of Westmoreland, esp @ Beeston Spring, Bog, Cottage, Hampstead, Hopeton, Kilmarnoch, Lenox, Mount Edgcumbe, New Carmel, New Savanna & Windsor Forrest.

The men baptized in 1824-1834 generally have single "former" names, and all adopt baptized surnames with no particular religious affiliation, such as Bob becoming Richard White, and Ceaser becoming Robert Coke.  The women in 1824-1834 likewise have single "former" names and baptized surnames, as Olivia becoming Olivia Scott and Catalena becoming Frances Robinson. [This fits the pattern @ Mesopotamia in 1832]   Around 1836-37 the "former" names disappear for both men and women.

Fairfield F1--"Carmel Church Book, 1813"
This register with 109ff lists 2507 baptisms, essentially from 1810-1837.  Opening entry is Fortune (old name), baptized Daniel, @ Bogue estate, by Br Caries in July 1756; Daniel confirmed Feb 1768 and died @ Bogue Apr 1824.  The great majority of slaves come from the same Manchester estates that figure in Fairfield X1.  Starting in 1821, there is a category "Nation, or parents, if children"--& a sample of the first 1000 categorized this way (baptized between June 1821 & Oct 1829) shows the following pattern:

creole children, with parents listed      321

creole adults                             323

from North America                          1

total creoles                             645

Africans:  Eboe                           117

           Congo                          108

           Guinea                          28

           Moko or Mocco                   27

           Coromantee                      18

           Chamba or Camba or Kamba        17

           Mandingo                        13

           Papa                            13

           Banda                            3

           Nago                             3

           Mongola                          3

           Gamba                            2

           Suko                             1

           Wacky                            1

           Wawee                            1

total Africans                            355

After the baptisms, there is a short list of deaths, 1828-1833,

followed by a list of marriages, 1827-1834.

Unhappily, this excellent register contains no people from Mesopotamia.

Fairfield H2--"Fairfield Diary for 1826"
Wed 26 July, Br Ellis decides to visit Mesopotamia to meet with the few remaining baptized negroes there.  On 27 July he arrived there & met a friendly reception from Mr Ridgard, the overseer & attorney.  "In the evening Br Ellis had an opportunity of speaking with some of the Negroes who formerly attended the instructions of our Brn and who expressed a wish that a missionary might again be stationed here.  The few remaining bapt. & conf. Brn & Srs expressed themselves with much feeling and declared that they now knew how to prize the benefit of a Teacher more than before, but that while they were left thus to themselves they clave with fervent desire to Jesus their soul's best Friend." [f 16]

On Sat 29 July, Br Ellis kept a meeting in the chapel at Mesopotamia, which has / lately been repaired and fitted up at considerable expense.  This meeting tolerably well attended, though not as well as previously. [f 17]

Fairfield H5--Minutes of Conference, Jan. 28 1830-April 20, 1831
[names spelled as given--frequently changing from entry to entry]

This small minute book starts with a conference @ New Eden on 28 Jan 1830, attended by Br & Sr Ellis, Br & Sr Light, Br & Sr Pfeiffer, Br Zorn, Sr Timaeus, & Br Pemsel.

They consider the question of baptizing several children at the Bogue who are no longer infants, at request of mother.  "We agreed they might in case of sickness but not otherwise, chiefly on account of their having been heard to take Gods name in vain." [f 2]

Also considered whether the upcoming marriage betw Br Pemsel & Sr Timaeus should be performed by them or by a C of E clergyman.  Everyone agreed it should be done by the Brethren. [f 3]

"We then considered whether it would be advisable for Br & Sr Zorn to remove ad interim to Mesopotamia in case the attornies of that place are willing to give consent; and agreed that it would; and the Brs Ellis & Zorn were deputed to call on the attornies.

"In a second session the above Brs reported that they had called on Mr Ridgard, and he gave them to understand he could not with propriety receive a resident missionary till he had received Mr Barham's instructions so to do.  We then resolved that Br & Sr Zorn for the present reside at one of the outpost[s] belonging to New Carmel & that Br Zorn & Br Scholifield alternately visit at Mesopotamia." [f 3]

Next conference @ Fairfield on 24 March 1830, attended by Br & Sr Ellis, Br Scholefield, Sr & Br Pfeiffer, Br Zorn, & Br & Sr Pemsel.

They hear that Br & Sr Zorn have removed to Spring Vale cottage, a dwelling house kindly offered to us by Mr Farquharson, "where they have been blessedly engaged since their removal thither, partly at New Carmel, partly at Mesopotamia & also occasionally at Spring Vale," where Br Zorn gets an audience of 130-140 & sometimes even more. [f 3]

They are interested in opening a school @ Whitehouse, if a teacher can be found.  Br & Sr Rinkersitz are coming, and it is decided to place them at New Carmel.

Next conference @ Irwin Hill, 27 April 1830, attended by the Ellises and the Lights. [f4]  They complain of the terrible conditions at Irwin Hill, where the slaves are kept extremely closely confined.  Since they are confined from 4 o'clock on Sunday evening until 5 o'clock on the following Sunday morning, they cannot attend church on Sunday unless they abandon their provision grounds and face starvation.  Their provision grounds are frequently 6-10 miles distant!  Operation of school greatly limited for same reason.  Also note that the local overseers do not allow slaves to visit on neighboring plantations even at night, if they can possibly prevent it.

At other congregations, the situation is better.  "Even at Mesopotamia the number of hearers is now sometimes considerable although in that neighborhood also the sugr crop is not over." [f5]

Next conference @ Fairfield, 17 June 1830, attended by the Ellises, Zorns, Pemsels, Rinkewitzes, and Sr Pfeiffer.  They are now planning a new settlement at Y.S. in St Elizabeth, and have headquarters permission.  Also hear that they will soon have new fellow laborers in Br & Sr Rixecker. [f 5]

"Concerning Mesopotamia we concluded that every thing must remain as heretofore till the arrival of Br & Sr Rickseeker enables us to fulfill our part of engagement by supplying a couple to reside there; and till Mr. Barham's attornies have also on their part made the needful preparations for accomodating such couple." [f 5]  Br Zorn reports increasing attendance at Mesopotamia and Spring Vale.

They also discuss how to press for permission to marry free people; if a friendly barrister tells them that it is not presently legal, then they recommend "a bill in our favor" to the British Parliament. [f 6]

Next conference @ New Carmel, 12 Aug 1830, attended by the Ellises, Scholefields, Zorns, Pemsels, Renkewitzes, and Br Pfeiffer.

Br Rickseker writes that he hopes to soon join them with his wife and two children. [f 6]

Considered the state of the negroes in Mr. Barham's estate in the Nassau Mountains [Island/Windsor]; they are in "destitute" condition, and the missionaries propose establishing a couple at the Great House @ Windsor. [f 6]

Br Ellis will write about this to Br Latrobe.

"With regard to Mesopotamia we agree that the reception of the gospel by the negroes & brown population continues to be as favorable as we could reasonably expect."  Needful repairs being made to "the former mission house & premises" by Mr B's attornies. [f 7]

They also decide to open a day school in the Spring Vale neighborhood, under the superintendance of Br Zorn.

Next conference @ Fairfield, 3 Nov 1830, attended by the Ellises, Lights, Scholefields, Pfeiffers, Zorns, & Pemsels.

Consider that situation @ Irwin Hill is improving, but at Williamsfield things are in decline, thanks to an obstreperous overseer. [f 7]

Br & Sr Rickseeker moved to Mesopotamia on 29 Oct, 1830 [f 8]

Next conference @ New Eden on 5 Jan 1831 attended by the Ellises, Pfeiffers, Br Zorn & Br Renkewitz.  They still haven't clarified the issue of marrying free people, but have continued to marry both slaves & free w/o interference.

Br John Foster is expected to arrive soon; he will take charge of the Foster and Barham properties [?], and they can discuss with him what obstructions they have faced, and what to do about Island/Windsor. [f 9]

Next conference @ Spring Vale on 23 Feb 1831, attended by the Lights, Scholefields, Pfeiffers, Zorns, and Brs Ellis, Ricksecker, Pemsel & Renkewitz.

They have erected a school @ Beauforts [this appears to be in the hills of eastern Westmoreland, about « way betw Mesopotamia & Island], but find that through faulty title the land (and building) will be taken from them!  A lawyer advises taking down the schoolhouse and rebuilding it on safe ground! [f 10]  Brs Zorn, Scholefield & Ricksecker will supervise this.

"Concerning Mesopotamia we agree that from the report made by the Brn who have attended there on Sundays during Br Rickseckers sickness our prospects are as favorable as could be expected.  Those who attend from other places form about three fourths of the congn.  Many of these come from near cross path, which makes it desirous to have an establishment there entirely independent of the estate." [f 10]

Next conference @ New Carmel, 20 April 1831, attended by the Ellises, Scholefields, Pfeiffers, Rinkewitzes, and Brs Ricksecker & Zorn.  The Beaufort school has been dismantled, and the materials safely stored at new rented property called Hermitage.

"Br Rixecker had remarks to make concerning the house servants supplied to them by Mr. Barham's attornies.  Br Ellis will seek through the medium of Br. P. Latrobe to obtain redress from present grievances." [f 11]

[chapel slaves, 1831,=Jane Ritchie (17); Kitty, who has fits (27); & Prudence or Mary Barham, who is diseased & has fits (34)]

The missionaries are also upset to discover that Br Foster [evidently he has now arrived] "does not seem, as yet, to take the same view...as we do."  Problem is "the obnoxious custom of dancing" by New Eden congregants, which Br Foster has not discountenanced. [f 11]

Fairfield Q11--"Minutes of the Missions Conference, June 1831 to Decr 1833"
This minute book is the successor to Fairfield H5.

Conference @ Fairfield, 15 June 1831, attended by the Ellises, Pemsels, Pfeiffers, & Zorns, plus Br Scholefield & Rickseeker.  Authorize the brethren @ New Carmel to begin a preaching place @ Mair's Hall, near to Hanover and close to the road from New Carmel to Irwin Hill. [f 2]  Also have been invited to use Mr. Scott's wharf house @ Parker's Bay as a preaching place.

Conference @ New Fulneck or Spring Vale, 13 Aug 1831, attended by the Ellises, Pfeiffers, Renkewitzes & Zorns.  Occasion is consecration of New Fulneck chapel.  Delighted to learn from 2 letters from Br Latrobe that Mr Barham is willing to make Mesopotamia an independent station, "freed from the embarrassments consequent to being restricted to one estate." [f 3]  The conference wants to move the mission house from the estate to the spot of land @ Cross Path given to the Brethren by J.F.Barham Sr., and to erect a new chapel of stone there.  But Latrobe also tells them that nothing can be done at present to reoccupy Windsor & Island. [f 3]

Mr & Mrs Miller of Malvern in the Santa Cruz mountains have offered a room 40x20 for meetings, and since 3-4000 people live in the neighborhood, very scantily served by clergy, they agree to preach @ Malvern every fortnight.  Also want to open a preaching station @ Mile Gully in Manchester [sounds as though call for Moravian services is gaining strength everywhere except on Barham properties].

Conference @ Irwin Hill, 5 Oct 1831, attended by the Ellises, Lights, Rickseckers, Zorns, & Br Scholefield.  Br Ellis reports that he has inspected the corner of Island estate that Mr Barham speaks of giving to the Brethren, and finds it not very suitable. [f 5]

"We continue the use of the lot as heretofore, viz: to ask on 2 successive Prayer or Comm Days, & then drop the question till a third occasion has intervened, except in extraordinary cases, when this limitation may be dispensed with." [f 5]

Conference @ Fairfield, 30 Nov 1831, attended by the Ellises, Lights, & Pemsels, and Br Scholefield, Pfeiffer, Renkewitz & Zorn.  They request headquarters to let them manumit the 6 slaves attached to Fairfield w/o delay, "as the expense of manumission is trifling, the opposition of white neighbours not to be heeded, - & further as it is probable that the negros now belonging to Fairfield from their affection to the place, will prefer remaining at a hire which will not increase the annual expenditure more than £30 Currency." [f 6]

Mr Wray of Trelawny parish wants to organize a village of free people of color in the mountains,  on the plan of Moravian stations at the Cape of Good Hope--but the brethren don't think he will succeed in raising the necessary funds. [f 6]

Conference @ New Eden, 7 March 1832, attended by the Pfeiffers, Pemsels, Zorns, & Brs Ellis, Scholefield, Ricksecker & Rinkewitz.

"We conversed on the late rebellion of the slaves in this island, especially in the parish of St James, and its effects on our Congregations.  To our deep regret we perceive that some of our members were engaged in the rebellion, though without committing any acts of outrage.  Several properties in Manchester, on which the majority of negros are in connection with us, were among those that struck work.  Since then there has been a very thin attendance, and in general the state of the congregations is very mournful.  The calumnies circulated against us missionaries, & the threats held out of destroying all the chapels in the island, made us come to the resolution of inserting in the public papers, a number of letters from respectable friends in this island, testifying to the good conduct of their negroes under our instruction.  Much odium is attached to our private speakings, but we cannot abandon this most useful arrangement, except for a time where circumstances require it." [f 8]

The Renkewitzes agree to take Br Pfeiffer's place @ New Eden for some weeks, to give him a change of air, "& to remove him for the time from the immediate observation of his inveterate enemies." [Br Ellis had been put on trial by court martial in Jan on the charge of instigating slaves to rebel; and the Moravians believe that the witnesses against him were bribed] [f 9]

Brs Ellis & Scholefield are to present in person a memorial to the Governor, "invoking his protection for ourselves & our chapels."

Conference @ New Carmel, 16 May 1832, attended by the Scholefields, Pfeiffers & Zorns, & Brs Ellis & Light.  They have not visited the Governor (who has been recalled), and will wait until the arrival of his successor. [f 9]  Apparently they are still worried about Br Pfeiffer, who may have a harsh sentence executed against him.

Br Ricksecker unable to attend because of wife's illness, but wrote to request that he be given leave to make some improvements about the house at Mesopotamia, especially a fowl house and a horse stable. [f 9] / But the brethren, considering that the Mesopotamia house and land are not mission property and that the Rickseckers are in poor health, advised them to move to Petherton in the mountains betw Mesopotamia & New Carmel, and to preach at Mesopotamia every fortnight. [f 10]

The missionaries outraged by the report of a committee in the House of Assembly that the Moravians had conspired with the Baptists and Methodists to foment rebellion.  This demands a serious vindication of our principles & conduct.  Brs Ellis & Zorn will write a Protest against this charge to be forwarded to Br Latrobe, with excerpts published in the island newspapers.  Each brother to supply information for this Protest. [f 10]

Hostility against Br Pfeiffer @ New Eden not altogether subsiding, Br Pfeiffer said he was resigned to our Saviour's decision as to whether he should return there.  But the decision by lot was that Br Renkewitz should stay @ New Eden. [f 10]

Conference scheduled for Mesopotamia was instead held @ New Carmel, 11 July 1832, attended by the Lights, Scholefields, Pfeiffers, Rickseckers, & Brs Ellis & Zorn.  Decide that Brs Ellis & Scholefield should wait upon the new Gov, the Earl of Mulgrave, as soon as convenient after his arrival, and present him with a memorial. /

The Rickseckers indicate that they intend to stay for some time @ Petherton. [f 11]

Hear from Br Latrobe that Moravians are criticized in England for holding slaves, and that subscriptions have declined as a result.  Having got headquarters permission, they undertake to manumit the Fairfield slaves, but wish to do it discretely, "& charge upon the liberated not to spread the report abroad." [f 11]

Conference @ Irwin Hill, 5 Sept 1832, attended by the Lights & Zorns, and Br Ellis.  Ellis reports that he & Br Scholefield had a courteous reception by the Earl of Mulgrave, and also by the Lord Bishop of Jamaica.

The Rickseckers write to say that they have changed their minds, and because of the distracted state of affairs in Westmoreland they don't wish to remove to a lonely mountain situation but prefer to return to Mesopotamia. [f 12]

Conference @ Fairfield, 31 Oct 1832, attended by the Ellises, Lights, Zorns, Pemsels, Rinkewitzes, & Br Pfeiffer.  At New Eden, Mr Ridgard, the attorney for the Bogue, told Br. Renkewitz that it was highly improper for him to hold evening meetings.  / Although Br Rekewitz had not rung the bell for these meetings, but rather had some slaves present at his family devotions, it was decided to discourage even this for the present, because of the unsettled state of the island. [f 14]

They hear that Mrs. Goodin, near Mesopotamia, is willing to sell the house which Mr. Barham instructed his attornies to purchase for the mission.  Br Ricksecker is anxious to take advantage of this opportunity, but the price will be high, so they agree to write to Br Latrobe. [f 14]

Conference @ New Eden, 3 Jan 1833, attended by the Ellises. Pfeiffers, Hamans, Renkewitzes, and Zorns, and by Brs Scholefield & Pemsel.  Since Christmas has passed quietly, they want to resume evening meetings @ New Eden.  Learn from a letter of Br Latrobe "to our surprise & indignation that Miss Foster & Mr. Ridgard had made a number of false charges against us in England, such as that our life was one of comparative ease & luxury, that our equipages were more splendid than those of proprietors & attornies &c. & that lately by Br Renkewitz's indiscretion the Bogue Estate had been in imminent danger of being destroyed by fire." [f 15]

They decide to regard the 3 stations @ Fairfield, Mesopotamia, & Malvern as vacant, and to decide by lot which of the 3 couples--Pemsel, Ricksecker, & Haman--should live at which place.  Decision by lot was that the Rickseckers stay @ Mesopotamia--though they are once again encouraged to move to Petherton for a change of air. [f 15]

Conference @ New Fulneck, 20 Feb 1833, attended by the Lights. Scholefields, Renkewitzes, Zorns, & Hamans, plus Brs Ellis, Ricksecker, Pemsel & Pfeiffer.  The custos of St Elizabeth has told Br Ellis that evening meetings are illegal.  Also decided by lot that Br & Sr Ricksecker should fill Br & Sr Light's place @ Irwin Hill during the Lights' absence in England. [f 16]  The station @ Mesopotamia will be visited every other Sunday from Irwin Hill, New Carmel, & New Fulneck.

Conference @ New Carmel, 17 Apr 1833, attended by the Ellises, Scholefields, Pfeiffers, Rickseckers, & Br Zorn.

Mesopotamia to be visited 28 April by Br Zorn; 12 May by Br Ricksecker; 26 May by Br Scholefield; 9 June by Br Ricksecker; 23 June by Br Zorn--and so on, on successive fortnights. [f 17]

Conference @ New Carmel, 12 June 1833, attended by the Scholefields & Zorns, and Brs Ellis, Ricksecker, Pfeiffer, Haman, & Renkewitz.  Hear from Latrobe that Jamaican mission expenses have been very heavy, and funding in England is very low. [f 18]

Agreed that Br & Sr Pemsel should move to Mesopotamia, which has been w/o resident missionary for some months.  Also decided by lot that David of Mesopotamia should not be baptized on Sunday coming. [f 18]

[This may be Davey, a 42-yr-old mason, the son of Affy and the brothcr of Robert McAlpine; but more likely it is 7-yr-old Davey Samuels, son of church member Kate (Catherine Patrickson), who is probably considered too old for child bapt.]

Discussing baptism of children, agreed that extreme caution should be exercised, and generally children over 7 years old should not be baptized. [f 19]

Conference @ Fairfield, 7 Aug 1833, attended by the Ellises, Scholefields, Hamans, Zorns, & Collises, & Brs Pemsel, Renkewitz, & Pfeiffer.  Br Pemsel reports that he & Sr Pemsel have already removed to Mesopotamia. [f 19]

Br Ricksecker @ Irwin Hill would like to resume evening meetings, but was advised not to ring the bell.  Br Renkewitz has been prevented from holding evening catechism sessions @ New Eden, so he wishes to go into the Negro village during the negro time of shell blow and impart instruction there.  This was agreed to. [f 20]

Conference @ Irwin Hill, 16 Oct 1833, attended by Br. Ellis, Scholefield, Zorn, Pfeiffer, Pemsel, Collis, & Br & Sr Ricksecker.  They reply to letter from headquarters asking for strict economy by stating that expenses in Jamaican mission have to be somewhat higher than in smaller islands, because of scattered congregations and frequent riding, necessitating a larger supply of clothing. [f 21]

Conference @ New Eden, 27 Nov 1833, attended by the Ellises, Hamans, Renkewitzes, & Brs Collis, Pfeiffer, Zorn, & Scholefield.  Have collected money from the several congregations for New Bethlehem Chapel & for Beaufort.  Mesopotamia made the smallest contribution: £2.2.1.  Malvern raised £11.  Pemsel reports by letter about continuing "discouragements" at Mesopotamia. [f 22]

Fairfield H7--"Diary of Br & Sr Zorn's stay at Spring Vale preparatory to the erection of a Chapel at Y.S. Estate.  1830"
Friday, 5 March.  Br Zorn on his way to Mesopotamia.  On Sat, 6 March, reached Cross Paths, where he found that the school established by Br Scholefield is broken up; the teacher, a brown man, complains of the unwillingness of the children to attend and the apathy of their parents.  Reached Mesopotamia that evening. [f 3]

On Sunday 7 March, "A decent number assembled in the Mission house to the morning service, among whom Br Z was glad to find all, but one, who had lately been baptized by Br Scholefield.  After the public preaching, Br Z instructed them in the Creed and Ten Commandments, & then kept a congregation meeting to 18 or 20 persons, to whom it seemed blessed.  The peculiar duties & privileges incumbent upon us as members of the Brethren's Church, love to God & to one another, were interesting subjects of consideration, & with God's blessing we pray may unite that small band in closer fellowship.  In the evening, the mill going about before service time, but few attended.  In the morning Br Z had visited an old sick member of our Congregation, & prayed with her, which seemed the source of comfort to her heart." [f 3]

Next morning, Br Z left Mesopotamia at an early hour.

Tueday, 30 March, Br & Sr Zorn set out from Spring Vale to visit the congregation at Mesopotamia, "which has not been visited by any sister for 10 years." [f 5]  Stopped several days at Belmont near the sea, and then left for Mesopotamia on Sat 3 April in a horse-drawn chaise supplied by their Belmont host.  Arrived about 11 o'clock.  "A Few of the Congregation members, who could spare a moment during crop time, soon came to testify their joy at Sr Zorn's arrival.  Br & Sr Zorn, not finding Mr Ridgard, the attorney, at home, took up their lodgings in the Great House, the Overseer promising to provide for their meals.

"Sunday, 4.  Immediately after breakfast, Br & Sr Zorn went to the Missionhouse, to speak with the people as they came in by degrees, and were soon actively engaged in conversation with the different individuals." [f 6]  The Zorns complain that "there is not much of that warm love to the Saviour among the members at Mesopotamia," and they badly need an efficient helper.  Hope very much "that a brown man on the Estate, who can read & write, and seems for some time more seriously impressed, may advance in the knowledge of the Lord, and be used as an instrument for good among those around him."  [who?  no name given!]  Br Zorn preached, and then baptized 2 women who had previously been individually spoken with. [who?]  Talked about Good Friday to the New People's Class.  27 attended the Congregation meeting.  John Benjamin, [53-yr-old carpenter] who had been baptized as an infant in 1782 by Br Taylor, was admitted to church fellowship.  All the members exhorted to unity and love.  4 old communicants received the Lord's Supper with much devotion--all 4 seem, however, to be hastening to the grave! [6/7]

[who are they?]

A young man of 18, very sick in the hospital, sent for Br Zorn to be baptized.  Although very ignorant, since he was not likely to recover, Br Zorn complied with his wishes and baptized him William Samuel. [f 7]  

[this is probably Jupiter, who d. of rapid consumption, age 26, in April 1830; he was a cattle boy]

pm, a good congregation assembled in the Missionhouse.  Br Z preached on the history of Maundy Thursday.  All the white people on the estate were present.

Monday, 5 April, left Mesopotamia early by moonlight! 

Friday, 9 April=Good Friday (a holiday for slaves) & 300 assembled to hear Br. Z @ Spring Vale.  As many on Easter Sunday. [f 7-8]

30 April--Br Z went to Black River to see the Ellises on board their ship to England; then headed toward Mesopotamia.  Stopped overnight at wharf @ Parkers Bay.  Reached Mesopotamia on Sat 1 May at 2 pm, after a very hot ride.  Afte dinner, went to visit Friendship estate next door, which has 320 negroes. [f 10]  On Sunday 2 May, Mesopotamia service pretty well attended, and Br Z also held New People's Class & Congregation Meeting.  Also visited the sick in hospital, speaking to several who never come near the chapel when in health.  All whites on estate attended evening service, but not so many negroes as in morning.  Bookkeeper from neighboring estate expressed his great regrets at neglecting divine service.  Monday 3 May, left Mesopotamia, heading up into the hills to E to school @ Darliston. [f 10]

Sat 15 May, Br Scholefield heading toward Mesopotamia.  Mon 24 May, Br Z goes to Middle Quarter, looking for a suitable school teacher for the numerous free brown children in that district--w/o success.  Found one young man who can read, but spends all day in bed, while another well educated man is a drunkard. [f 12]

On Fri 28 May, Br Z left Spring Vale for Mesopotamia.  Accompanied by a boy on another horse with a portmanteau containing necessary change of clothing ("in this hot climate,...the traveller is sure to be drenched with perspiration or a heavy shower").  Traveling west, climbed up into the mountains toward New Carmel, which is seated in a fine valley 1500' above sea level.  Very pretty scene. [f 12-13]

Reached Mesopotamia about noon on Sat 29 May, by proceeding W through mountains.  Dined at overseer's house, and slept at Great House.  On Sunday 30 May, the sugar mill--which had been going noisily all night--was still in operation!  Everything stopped about 8 am, and herrings were served to the negroes. [f 13]  Mission House situated on far side of the negro village, distant about ¬ mile from the works.  Mission House has hall big enough to hold 150 people, plus 2 bedrooms, a back piazza, and pantry.  No separate "or proper" chapel at Mesopotamia.  "The grave-yard is just behind the house, and there the mortal remains of a number of our Brn & Srs, who have lost their lives in the Lord's service...are crumbling into dust.  After waiting some time, the old helper sister [probably 44-yr-old Kate (Catherine Patrickson)] made her appearance & soon after a brown man, baptized by Br Ellis four years ago, of whom we have good hopes, especially as he can read and write, although a slave belonging to Mesopotamia estate." [f 13]

[most likely this promising brown man=Henry Patrickson, Catherine's son; or head cooper William Prince; or Robert McAlpine]

Br Z spoke with this man and others individually.  About 60 persons attended the public service betw 11 & 12.  Then the class for new people in catechetical form, and a meeting of the congregation members.  Encouraged by rising attendance.  "After dinner Br Zorn went into the Negro village to visit the sick and infirm."  Also reproved a member of congregation for "keeping a second woman and concealing this from us."  Man admitted this fact, but / said for last 2-3 months he had broken off all contact with this second woman, feeling it to be sinful. [who?]  Left Mesopotamia soon after midnight 31 May, and reached New Carmel soon after sunrise. [f 14]

Fri 11 June, the Zorns go to New Carmel; the Scholefields are visiting Mesopotamia this weekend. [f 16]  Tues 15 June, the Zorns get up early to ride from Spring Vale to Fairfield, 24 miles, for the conference.  On Fri 18 June, rode from Fairfield to Old Carmel, about half way to Spring Vale.

Fri 25 June, the Zorns leave Spring Vale for Mesopotamia, going to New Carmel that day. On Sat, went to Mr. Locke's house on seacoast; Mr L=respectable married brown man.  Few attended service @ Mr. Locke's because it was muster day. [f 17]  Proceeded to Mesopotamia in the cool of the evening, though disturbed by torrents of rain.  Stayed overnight with Mr. Barton, who received a good education in Scotland.  On Sun 27 June, "at peep of day," Br Z headed for Mesopotamia, reaching there at 7« am.  Found that some of the negroes had dispersed, but after breakfast and change of clothes, he had 90 auditors for public service. / Numerous free brown persons attended.  At congregation meeting, had to exclude a young man baptized 8 months ago who had continued to live with a second woman [who?].  Evening service prevented by late shower of rain.  Returned Mon 28 June. [f 18]

Sat 24 July, Br Z again sets out for Mesopotamia, with a raging headache (he has not been well for past week or two).  Traveled as before from New Carmel down to the sea @ Locke's.  "By dint of hard riding, reached Mesopotamia half an hour after dark, and entered the Overseer's house in time for supper." [f 20]

Sun 25 July, Br Z announced to the overseer that he was publishing the bans of marriage between a man & woman of the estate, as he had notified the attorney some months before.  No objection offered, probably because of a late letter from Mr Barham.  Those who attended service this Sunday were mostly Mesopotamia negroes.  After service, published bans of marriage between Edward and Jane.  Different services over by c 3 pm.  Found 4 strangers at overseer's house at dinner; they were quite civil.  At sunset, held service at Mission House for 40 people.  At supper with whites, discussion of recent punishment of negro slave @ Savanna la Mar for publicly praying in the Baptist chapel.  "A white gentleman present strongly defended the slave, & denied the justice of the sentence."  On Mon 26 July at daybreak, left Mesopotamia for the mountains and had a fine cool ride. [f 20]

[most likely the couple to be married=23-yr-old manumitted houseboy Mulatto Edward and 16-yr-old mulatto domestic Jane Ritchie; clearly this is a wedding of two young "brown people"]

Sat 21 Aug, the Zorns head for Mesopotamia by usual route.  On Sun 22 Aug, spoke individually with negroes from 8 to 11 am.  Meetings as usual.  The 3 old communicants received the Lord's Supper.  Toward evening, Br Z baptized a sick child in the hospital who was afflicted with the general dropsy [probably Peter Barham, who d. of dropsy age 4 in Sept 1830].  Held evening service with good number of people, free & slaves. [f 22]

Sat 25 Sept, Br Z heads for Mesopotamia on a horse borrowed from Br Scholefield.  Riding carelessly and carrying an umbrella, he was thrown to the ground on his back when the horse jumped. / Proceeded to Mr. Locke's, then cantered along the beach before riding inland.  Reached Mesopotamia at 2 pm, much fatigued. [f 23-24]

Sun 26 Sept, Mission House filled, probably "not a few from curiosity to see the marriage ceremony."  3 white people present.  Br Z preached on the sinfulness of living in a state of fornication (which applied to practically all of his auditors), and found that the negroes listened seriously.  The couple to be married "had gone to considerable expense in dress, wedding cake, etc." [f 24]  The couple walked in procession with their friends and relatives, the bride dressed in a new white book-muslin dress, and the bridegroom in a new coat and pantaloons.  After the ceremony, they invited all their colored friends to dinner.  Br. Z told the New People's class that this was probably the last time he would address them, the premises now being almost ready for Br & Sr Rixecker.  Left Mesopotamia about 3 am, Mon 27 Sept. [f 24]

Mon 11 Oct, the Rickseckers and their 2 children came to Spring Vale en route to Mesopotamia, and spent 3 pleasant days with the Zorns.  Br Z accompanied them as far as New Carmel.

Mon 29 Nov--Br Z has been very sick; the Zorns ride to Belmont by the sea for sea air & bathing, kindly invited by Mr. & Mrs. Senior.  Br Z found the change of scene very beneficial, but sorry to learn that Br Ricksecker is very ill at Mesopotamia. [f 28]

By close of year 1830 @ Spring Vale, the Zorns have 4 communicants, 4 candidates for holy communion, 22 baptized adults, and 93 new people & candidates, for a total of 123. [f 31]  In general, the congregations at Spring Vale & New Carmel seem to be much larger and more vigorous than at Mesopotamia.

Fairfield H6--"Diary of Spring Vale Mission for 1831."
In this diary, which follows H7 chronologically, Br Zorn doesn't visit Mesopotamia, because the Rickseckers are there.  On Fri 1 July, when he was @ Spring Vale, a messenger came from the Bogue to say that Br. Foster had died.    Next day, Brs Zorn & Renkewitz left for Br Foster's funeral @ New Eden.  Br Ellis conducted the service. [f 14]

On Wed 24 Aug, little Ferdinand Pfeiffer was buried. [f 18]  On Thurs 1 Dec, the Pfeiffer's next child, a little boy, is baptized. [f 25]

On Sun 11 Dec, Br Z preached "a very plain sermon" denouncing "the heathenish games & festivities that disgrace Christmas in this island". [f 26]  Pleased on Mon 26 Dec that there was no noise of dancing or drumming @ Y.S. as in previous years. [f 27]

Went to Fairfield on Wed 28 Dec, where Br Ellis informed the Zorns "that serious disturbances were apprehended among the negros in the parish of St James; & in the evening our fears were augmented by the reflection of fires in the north west, extending to a great distance." [f 27]

"Thurs. 29.  As I accompanied Mrs Wright to Marlbro' we met a trooper in uniform bearing dispatches.  He told us that the insurrection in St. James' was becoming more serious, & that a number of estates had already been burned; that the militia of St Elizabeth's had been under arms yesterday, and that the Manchester / Regiment was also called out.  Our minds were filled with apprehensions for Br & Sr Light who are in the middle of the disturbed district; and these were not allayed by the awful reflection of fires at night." [f 28]

On Fri Dec 30, the Zorns hear that in Black River the troopers were flying about in all directions, the great guns were pointed up the principal street, and the drums were beating to arms.  Another letter described fire signals seen in St. James by the firing of trash houses.  "In the evening we saw the flames of Ipswich works [in northern St Eliz] rising high into the air, & we knew the insurrection must be rolling onward closer to our Chapel, New Fulneck." [f 28]

On Sat Dec 31, the Zorns decide to go back to Spring Vale to counsel the slaves there to obedience.  At Lacovia met Mr Farquharson in full uniform who told him that every white person from our mountains had fled to Black River, and that the burning of Y.S. had been attempted.  So the Zorns go to Black River.  Br Z closes his diary with reflections on the horrors of the rebellion, with 30,000 slaves in open rebellion in St James & Hanover.  But still buoyed up by religious progress @ Spring Vale, where there are now 11 communicants, 59 baptized adults, and 233 new people and candidates, for a total of 303. [f 29]

Fairfield J17--"Diary of the Congregation at New Fulneck, Jama., for 1832."
This is successor to Fairfield H6, kept by Br Zorn.

1 Jan, @ Black River: talks of fresh reports of spreading rebellion & destruction.  "The revolted slaves have united in large bodies, & being well-armed, threaten to carry all before them."  Fear that the town of Montego Bay will be fired, and the vessels there are filled with ladies who have fled to safety.  "The fires seen at night, & especially one observed last night, are very alarming as they seem to advance nearer." [f 1]  / Pisgah & Gingerville in the neighborhood of New Fulneck have been burned the middle of last week, & on Friday night, Ipswich was "laid in ashes" & the firing of YS works attempted.  Very close to Spring Vale.  But the Zorns went up to Spring Vale to keep the meetings & see the people.  [kept meetings @ Farquharson estate house?  Not @ New Fulneck chapel]  Found the slaves very glad to see the Zorns & quite fearful of reports that the rebels gathered in the woods were enchanted, "so that no sword or ball could do them any injury."  [f 2]

Martial law now proclaimed, and an order issued that in every estate where the master's house was burned, the negro houses should be immediately fired & their pigs and poultry destroyed.

On Mon 2 Jan, went back to Black River for safety to a lodging house there. /  A rebel leader caught & brought to YS.  "It is said today , that a number of the rebels have Baptist tickets, & that some are even Leaders in the Church."  Continue to be concerned for Br & Sr Light, who are in the midst of the conflagrations @ Irwin Hill.  [f 3]

Tues 3 Jan, now speaks for the first time of dreadful excitement against all missionaries, who are accused of preaching sedition, and of having told the slaves that the king had made them free.  The public press, esp the Courant, adds fuel to the flames by announcing that now is the time to get rid of all the missionaries.  

Talks also of drilling of the militia, and of a lamentable want of arms & ammunition.  [f 3]  Reported today that Sir Willoughy Cotton had landed 400 regular troops @ Montego Bay & tried & shot about 40 of the rebels.  But the rebels had managed to burn Montpelier estate, despite its being guarded by militia.

Wed 4 Jan, Br Z learns that the negroes in the Nassau Mts are very restless, and that those on the Foster estates--Pepper, Goshen, Northampton, etc--had refused to work.  When the general [Robertson?] threatened to bring in troops to shoot those who refused to work, a woman exclaimed, `Shoot us!'  /  Br Pfeiffer had got Gen Robertson's approbation for his efforts to get the negroes to turn out to work.

Thurs 5 Jan, the brig of war Rose arrives @ Black River with 70 men & arms & ammunition.  Rage against the missionaries continues unabated. [f 4]  Fri, 6 Jan, disaffection among negroes has spread to Manchester, where Huntly negroes are refusing to work.

Sat, 7 Jan, the company of regulars marches from Black River toward YS.  Report that the negroes @ Oxford estate had attempted to plunder the store, and that a number were shot @ Union estate in Manchester for rebellious conduct.  Senses that the tide is turning: negroes returning to the estates, and no more burnings reported since Darliston & Cliefden in the Westmoreland mountains.

Sun 8 Jan, the Zorns return to Spring Vale for services.  Hear that some negroes believe that the brig Rose brought black soldiers to fight for their freedom.

Mon 9 Jan.  A court martial @ YS, with 2 rebels shot.  Hear that Br & Sr Light are safe @ Montego Bay after a week of dreadful anxiety.  /  Retirement estate, next to Irwin Hill, was fired, and a watchman heard the rebels discussing the firing of the Moravian chapel.  [f 5]

Wed 11 Jan: several court martials in our parish & some rebels shot.  Great numbers are hung or shot on the northside.  Rumored that Br Pfeiffer is in custody--but for what?  3 Baptist missionaries @ Montego Bay are said to be tried & shot.  In a rebel-held cave in St James, not only found plate & liquor, but a sofa & a pianoforte deposited there!

Mon 16 Jan, get a letter from Br Pfeiffer in custody @ Mandeville.  Had been arrested by 30 mounted men from Manchester regiment on 7 Jan.  Greeted with curses & imprecations, and cannot find out what the charges are against him.  [f 5]  At last he discovered that a free carpenter named Sutton, who had worked for him, testified that he had proclaimed freedom to the negroes on New Year's Day.

Sat 21 Jan, they learn that Br Pfeiffer had been acquited after a 3 day trial.  One of his witnesses was Mr Ridgard, and the witnesses against him were 2 free people & 2 slaves, "all of whom, I believe, were on trial for their own lives!!"  /  

Sun 22 Jan, during service (conducted by Br Renkewitz because Br Z is sick), 4 soldiers came up from YS & made a great noise.

The Zorns spend the week of 23-27 Jan @ New Carmel for a change of air.  Rebels still active near Struce & Cow Park, where 18 of their muskets & 39 cutlasses were taken. [f 6]  It is said that the rebel leader, Daddy Ruler Sharp, was shot @ Montego Bay this week.  5 negroes hanged @ Darliston & Chilton.

Sat 28 Jan, returning to Spring Vale, learn that the driver from Ginger Hill, one of the rebels, had tried to surrender to Col. Farquharson, but had been seized by the negroes & Mr Goodin, and taken to YS.

Sun 29 Jan, Br Z preached.  Very distressed to hear that several free persons attending the Moravian missions are among the rebels.

Wed 1 Feb, reports favorable reports of surrender of the rebels. /  

Sun 5 Feb, preached again.  Fears that some of the young members of his congregation have been too preoccupied by the rebellion.

Sat 11 Feb, martial law revoked.  2 rebel leaders, Col. Gardner & Capt Dove, have given themselves up to Capt. McNeil of the Westmoreland militia "& promise to make a full disclosure of every circumstance connected with the insurrection." [f 7]

Sun 12 Feb, held service @ New Fulneck chapel for first time since Christmas.  People came late, but there was tolerable attendance.  Br Z preached that religion cannot produce wars or quarrels, but only peace & harmony.

Mon 13 Feb, discusses destruction of Baptist chapels on northside, esp in towns of Montego Bay, Falmouth & Lucea.

Sun 19 Feb: thin attendance at service, with militia guard from YS in attendance.

Mon 20 Feb, met with Brs Ellis, Pfeiffer & Scholefield to draft answer to charges against us, with a short piece to be printed in the newspapers, signed "An Observer". [f 7]

Mon 12 March, Br Ricksecker spends the day with the Zorns--but no mention of his experiences during the rebellion. [f 8]

Sun 22 April, on Easter Sunday, did not gather at the usual early hour because of "public feeling"--but 600 people filled the chapel at 10 o'clock (attendance has been rather thin in the weeks since the rebellion). [f 9]

Mon 30 April, notes that Mr Bleby, a Wesleyan missionary @ Falmouth, was nearly tarred & feathered & murdered in his own house by a dozen ruffians.  [f 10]

In September, Br Z visits Irwin Hill & Montego Bay.  Goes to see Mr. Holmes, the editor of the Cornwall Chronicle, who has always been friendly to the Moravians.  He frankly offered to insert in his paper anything we might communicate gratis.  [f 19]  So the Brethren inserted a letter they had received from the Bishop of Jamaica, expressing his regard for their church.

Tues 27 Nov, learns that Br Pfeiffer & Br Scholefield have been summoned to appear before a Committee of the House of Assembly on 4 Dec to answer questions on the progress of religious instruction to the slaves since 1823, and what (if any) obstacles have been thrown in the way.  [f 25]

Fairfield J13--"Diary of New Fulneck Congregation, 1833."
[Br Zorn is keeping this diary, the successor to Fairfield J17]

Mon 14 Jan, set out early for Mesopotamia by way of New Carmel, where he was joined by Br Scholefield.  At Beaufort (or Petherton), detained 2 hours by rain: an encouraging place, with 200 attending Sunday preaching here.  Reached Mesopotamia @ 7:30 [pm?] "to the great joy of Br Ricksecker, who had been depressed by sickness, & the bad behaviour of the Estates negroes during the Christmas festival.  Our visit, which lasted over the next day, served to cheer them up very much.  Oh! that plentiful dews of grace descend on that long cultivated, but sterile Missionary field!" [f 2]

Fri 26 April, set out for Mesopotamia preaching engagement by way of Lenox, where he stayed overnight.  At Beauforts (Petherton), found Br & Sr Ricksecker pretty well.  After resting the horses, proceeded to Mesopotamia but was caught in a shower of rain.  Wet & fatigued, glad to remain quiet that evening.  On Sun 28 April, visited the overseer a few minutes, then visited the hospital, where an old man was very desirous of seeing me.  At his earnest request, baptized him, praying the Lord to have mercy on this old sinner.  This man told the missionary that he had a "good heart", by which he meant that he had a real desire for the blessings of the New Covenant.  "A few children came to school, & about 70 adults to the public preaching." / Did his best to stir up his auditors, who have been so lamentably indifferent to the word of God.  Told them that the Brethren would gladly readmit all old offenders who were sorry for their transgressions.  "This brought a couple towards evening who declared their anxiety to return to the Lord.  The evening service at 5« P.M. was attended by about 40 persons, & with the Lord's blessing I trust, the day was not spent altogether in vain."  Next day, left Mesopotamia early in order to get to Beauforts by breakfast. [f 5-6]

At end of year, 31 Dec 1833, [Br Z] tabulates # of congregation @ New Fulneck as 54 communicants, 140 baptized & candidates for communion, 231 New People & candidates, for a total of 425.  In addition, about 200 children.  [f 22] 

Fairfield J15--"Diary of Fairfield, 1833"
On concluding page, Br Ellis totals his congregation @ Fairfield as 456 communicants, 82 candidates for holy communion, 120 baptized, & 468 bapt children, for a total of 1120.  In addition, 241 new people & 121 candidates for baptism, for a grand total of 1489.  During 1833, 66 adults & 40 children have been baptized, 69 have become cand for communion, 55 have been partakers for the first time, 6 have been readmitted to the congregation, 32 excluded, and 70 died. [f 51]  So overall, very healthy growth--esp in comparison to Mesopotamia!

Fairfield X4--"List of Marriages at Fairfield, Manchester, Jama."
This register of 712 marriages starts with a few marriages performed 1830-1834, but is mostly 1834-1840.  A great many of the marriages are performed by Peter Rickseeker, starting in June 1834 and continuing until Feb 1837.  Many of the 1837-1840 marriages are performed by Jacob Zorn.

Almost all of the men have surnames, and a great majority (though fewer) of the women.  Couples generally live on the same estate, but quite frequently list separate residences.

Unhappily, no person lists Mesopotamia as his/her residence.

Fairfield X5--An even more interesting bundle of Fairfield marriages

              performed between Aug 1840 & Dec 1879.  The printed form

asks for name, age, marital status, occupation, residence, and consent by whom given (when appropriate) for each couple, as well as the date and place of marriage.
