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Moravian Missionaries at Mesopotamia
Jan-Dec 1815 -- “Diary of the Negroe Congregation at Mesopotamnia in Jamaica

                           of the year 1815” [by Br. Gründer]

                           UAH R.15.Cb.6.11/1-33
In Jan 1 morning service, Gründers use the watchword book of 1809, since new ones haven’t arrived yet.  No one came to evening service because of the rain.  Sr. Gründer feverish; they wanted Dr. Ricky, but he was sick himself, so settled for Dr. Goodwin and his assistant Dr. Low.  [3]   Got ingredients for prescribed pills, but no one on estate could make them until Dr Goodwin finally arrived and did so. [4]

By Jan 7, Sr. Gründer in a very bad way, and Br. Gründer asked Overseer Patrickson to send somebody to St. Elizabeth to let the other Moravian missionaries know of their plight.  Early on the 8th, “mulatto Robert [Robert McAlpine] set off on a Mule  I gave him a Letter to Br Lange containing little else but mournful Notes!” [4]  Sr. Gründer tried to get out of bed when her attendant [who?] had left the room, fainted, and fell to the floor. [5]

On Jan 9, Dr. Goodwin tells Br. Gründer that he has little hope of her recovery, but proposes another blister--which caused great pain the first time.  By the 10th, mulatto Robert had not yet returned and Sr. Gründer is near death. This couple had been married 10 years. [5]  Br. Becker arrives from the Bogue that evening, and a few hours later Sr. Gründer dies.  On Jan 12 [a Thursday] “In the forenoon her Funeral was kept by [Br. Becker] to which a few white Gentlemen came and many Mulattoes & Negroes attended it.  In the Evening Br. Becker kept a Sermon for all our Church People who could not be present at the Funeral on account of the Crop.” [6]

“My dear late wife Sarah Kirkman was born at Wakefield in the County of Yorkshire in England the 24th of June 1761.”  Parents died when she was young, and her foster parents joined the Moravians, so “she was kept inocent of the Amusements and Gayeties of / this world.”  Joined the single sisters’ choir @ Fullneck till 1800, when [at age 39] she was promised in marriage to widowed Br Nicolas Hoffman; they went to St. Kitts, where Br H died in 1803.  Br. Gründer found her working with the Negro sisters @ St. Kitts in 1804. [7]  They married that year, moved to Barbados in 1805, and on to Jamaica in 1811; have been @ Mesopotamia since Apr 1811.  She died age 53, apparently childless.  [8]

On Jan 25 went to sickhouse to visit Thomas, who was sick with pleurisy and high fever.  Had been blessed as a child and always promised to come to church but never did; now considering turning to our Saviour.  Is “a young man about 25 years old.”  (This is Barneba, also known as Tom in inventories, son of Agnes [Henrietta], a blacksmith who is actually 36, and recorded as d. of pleurisy in Jan 1815).

Thomas d. next day, and mother Henrietta asked Br. Gründer to keep his funeral, which he refused since Thomas wasn’t baptized.  But on plea from Thomas’s sister Sarah [who?], Gründer allowed him to be buried in Negro burying ground “at the side of some of his Relations” on condition that there be no drumming, dancing, or singing--which they complied with, and carried the corpse silently to the grave. [9] / Gründer then “spoke a few words to the bystanders and then sung a Verse” and everyone present expressed their thankfulness. [10]

Though feeling unwell, announced that he would speak to the baptized men this week, and if any of the women wanted to speak to him, he would hear them.  Then in early Feb left for visit to the other Moravian missionaries @ St Elizabeth and change of air. [10]  Visited Carmel, Bogue & Elim, evidently refreshed by the company and the vigor of the St Eliz mission communities. [11]

Spoke to a Guinea woman from Smithfield, a cook belonging to Mr. Forbes, who goes to Amity to pray, and was introduced to Christianity by a black man from Kingston.  She was put in the stocks (@ Smithfield) for refusing to kill a pig because she was a Christian. [12]

In March, Br Gründer goes to Mesopotamia Great House to meet “Mr. Grand” [Grant], the chief attorney, who hadn’t heard that Sr Gründer had died.  Grant admonished him for writing to Mr Barham “concerning the shingling of the Chapel and for a new bell”. [see Barham c378/19 Apr 1814]  Br Gründer replied that he had spoken to Grant & Blight [Blyth] more than once about this.  No shingles on hand, but Patrickson told Br Gründer that the new bell had come, and he sent the carpenters over to hang the bell. [13] When it was rung for the first time, / “a tollerable number, and even some straingers, came to the meeting” and the slaves expressed thankfulness that the Lord had showed His goodness to them before their fellow unchurched slaves.  [14]

In March, a fire alarm, and the big trashhouse at the Works was in flames.  Everyone worked hard to prevent the fire spreading to the still house, where there were many puncheons of rum.  [14]

Good attendance for Holy Week services.  Bell rung at daybreak on Easter, March 20 [my calendar says March 20 is a Monday], and congregation went to Negro burying ground to pray the Easter morning liturgy, then back to the hall to read the history of the Resurrection “which was heard with great attention” [15]

8 slaves from Amity had attended last Christmas service @ Mesopotamia, and 7 have continued to come to pray.  Also 4 mulatto men from Cross Path.  [16]

On Apr 8, celebrated communion with two sisters (Catherine & Charlotta).  Joseph “who should have been first partaker, had gone to the Mountain and the Rain prevented him from coming down that night.”  (This is probably Coromantee Prince, a 51-yr-old African Jobber + Boiler + Fieldhand, who had been bapt. in 1812.  Also possibly Jamante, a 36-yr-old carpenter, who was baptized Joseph Barham by 1798 and was candidate for confirmation in 1814.  But Joseph spends time as a watchman, which makes Prince more likely than Jamante.)  [16] / Joseph had his first communion at next opportunity, in June [21].  But missed again in July [24].

In Apr Br Gründer finished his wife’s grave stone.  [16] / Receives bill of lading for “our suplyes which are to come with Captain Ferryman ship Valliant.” [17]

In Apr, Martha [Becky], a baptized sister, was very sick and Br Gründer visited her twice.  (She is 65, was baptized in 1782, and has a daughter Angelica who served in the Chapel in 1791 but doesn’t seem to be a church member.)   Martha was found almost dead in her house; her daughter having gone up to the mountain the day before and not returned.  Was delirious, and her children had to hold her up in her room [probably her grandchildren: Angelica had 7 children ranging from 13 yrs to 6 mo. in Apr 1815, and Becky had been taking care of them since 1808].  [17]  Martha was sick again in May [19], but recovered (and d. in 1817 @ 68).

In Apr Br Gründer went to Geneva estate to see Mr & Mrs Marcey, and find out if Miss Morgan was dead [she appears to be a supporter of the Moravians].  Learned that Miss Morgan had been dead for a year, and that the Marceys “were not well inclined for the Gospel being preached in this Island to the Negroes: thinking them not proper subjects for Conversion!” [17]

In May bid Mr. Blythe welcome to Mesopotamia on his return from England.  He was unfriendly because Mr Barham had directed him to “make up the Difference between Dr Goodwin and us” over Cross Path land; the Moravians to get 2 acres.  Br Gründer told him it was Br Lange who had interceded with Mr Barham. [19]

Went to Savannah-la-Mar to pick up a case of clothing “and nessessaries for the House”

In June, was called to attend baptized sister Mary Magdalena, who was taken sick in the night and seemed near death.  But after a verse and a prayer, she began to recover. (cannot ID her book name) [20-21]

“our Boy George began to complain of headach and in the Evening got the fever.”  Br Gründer had to send him “to the sick house as the Dr came to see him and more attendance were required as I could afford.” [21]  (This was Mulatto George, the Chapel boy from 1811 to 1815, who was 14 when he got sick, and went on to become a carpenter.  More on him in MesNote5)

Sr Jackson has left an old side saddle @ Mesopotamia, and given leave to sell it, with the money distributed among the poor Negroes.  They are very thankful.

Baptism of one candidate--not named!  [21]  (This is Mulatto Kate, bapt. at age 29 in 1815 as Catherine Patrickson, the only slave except Nancy [Ann Mary] and Joseph Plummer [Joe]--both accounted for below--who is recorded as being bapt in 1815.) 

Br Gründer went to see Mr Banjam, a “brown” freeman who has consumption./ He had asked the English minister to baptize him, but he needed a sponsor and could not get one.  Br G told him that baptism wouldn’t save him; he needed to believe in our Lord Jesus Christ.  Banjam said: “I am not as ignorant as Negroes are for I can read a little.”  Br G said he could send for him when he wanted to speak to him, and B said he would. [22]

In fact he did send for G again, but only to ask that he speak to Overseer Patrickson to send somebody to attend him in his sickness. / G did this, and B soon died.  “These mulattoes especially when free are rather too proud to belong to a Negro Church!”  [23]

In July, visiting the Negro houses, “I had to hear heavy complaints that they had nothing to eat as usual about this time of the year; I sent a little as much as I could spare to some of them.” [23]

“my old Cook Lewisa got fever this week and her sore Leg grew so bad that she must be sent to the sickhouse” (This is Hope, age 68, who has been chapel attendant/cook for 27 yrs since 1788; she will die Feb 1816.)  [24]

Br Gründer complains that attendance by the baptized at his classes has fallen off since his dear wife died. [24]   Only 3 communicants: Sr Catherine [can’t ID], Br Joseph [possibly Prince], and Sr Charlotta [Juliet, a 34-yr-old fieldworker].  Has to postpone July communion because Joseph is watching the corn and doesn’t dare leave it, and Charlotta has gone to the Mountain and got sick there.  [Sounds as though the 3 communicants in 1815 were all very marginal Mes workers.]

In Aug, “the little Gang came here to clean the Chapel yard & Burying Ground” [24]

Visiting Br. & Sr. Light kept meeting “to about 20 Negroes which all seem very attentive and much pleased with new Master & Mistress” [meaning the Lights? Br Gründer continues @ Mes]  When the Lights leave for St James parish, Br G asks Overseer Patrickson for a guide, and he supplied Mulatto John  (a 21-yr-old carpenter w/o known church affiliation, but whose mother Nancy was bapt. in 1815 and sister Wonder after 1818).  They set forth at 3:30 AM and Mulatto John returned at 8:30, / saying that he left them at the foot of Haddo Hill on the highroad at 6 AM. [25-26]   9 days later, Adam returns from St James with chaise and horses; Lights are @ Irwin estate close to Montego Bay.  (Adam also not recorded as a church member; a 50-yr-old African distiller with bad sores)

Baptism of one candidate, named Joseph Plummer  [26]  (This is Joe, the only male slave recorded as being baptized in 1815.  The only adult slave in 1815 with this book name is 41-yr-old Joe from Cairncurran, who very recently arrived @ Mes in 1814.  He is pretty highly valued @ £170 and works in 1st gang, but dies of ulcers in 1817.)

In Sept, Br Gründer learned to his sorrow about baptized Abigal and Amos, “who live in / one yard and stay away from the Church pleading old age and weakness; but yet, are strong enough to quarrel & abuse each other shamefully.” [26-27]  {Abigail may be TMR Abigail, bapt. 1803, a 50-yr-old African 3d gang cook who would work @ the Chapel in 1817; Amos cannot be ID by me). 

In Sept also, funeral for Dorothea, who had been “Baptized last year, after she had got over a very heavy sickness; she was almost a constant attender of the Sunday forenoon meetings, & always brought 2 or 3 of her chldren with her; and if something prevented her in the forenoon she would come in the Evening.  She always kept her Children very clean and nice of which she had 5 living, her last Child was baptized a week after her Baptism and called John!  She seemed to enjoy a pretty good state of Health since her last Illness; till last Sunday when she came to the forenoon meeting with 3 of her Children; but complained of violent Pain in her head   this Pain encreased notwithstanding every / means were tried to remove it...two days before her departure she was over heard by the sick nurse that she prayed fervently to the Lord to spare her life a little longer for her childrens sake.” [27-28]    

(Dorothea is TMR Bessy, daughter of TMR Betty, and a member of one of the most religious families @ Mesopotamia.  Her mother & 3 sibs all bapt. by 1815.  Bessy a 44-yr-old member of 1st field gang when she died.  5 of her 7 children were alive in 1815, ranging in age from 17 to 3 yrs old [the 3 oldest all in the 3rd field gang], but despite Dorothea’s efforts, none except the youngest, King [John], was baptized.  He when only 2, and d. @ 6 in 1819.)

Br Gründer tries to resolve quarrel betw Abigail and Amos, “but when nothing would avail to make Peace I sent them both away.”  After meeting, went to their houses, and they expressed sorrow and promised to stop abusing each other.  [28]

At Mr. Blight’s direction, Br G goes to clerk of the vestry @ Savannah-la-Mar to find out how much has been paid in taxes on contested Cross Path land.  Found that no taxes had been paid until Dr Goodwin bought this 5 acre property in 1811.  [28-29]

In Oct, wind blew so strong that the Negroes were called home from the field they were working.  Damage to Negro houses and provision grounds.

Br G went to see Martha [Becky], who was very sick in her house.  “She said Massa I wait upon the Lord; if he will take me to himself I am fully resighned: but if it should please him to raise me again, then I will thank him for it, etc.” [29]

In Nov, “the Baptism of one Candidate who was called Ann Mary” (This must be TMR Nancy, who was bapt. in 1815, the sister of Bessy [Dorothea] who had just died.  She is a 49-yr-old field hand who would die in 1817.  One of her 4 children, Wonder, was subsequently baptized.)  [30]

Baptized sister Catharina came to Br G “with her Little Infant, begging me to bless it.  It having got the whooping cough and she / did not expect it to live.  I told her to go home and make the House a little deacent, and I would come to Baptize the Child; for which she was very glad & thankful.  About noon I went and in presence of some of the Baptized the Transaction was performed during a gracious feeling of our dear Lords nearness!  The Child was calld Job.”  He died a few days later, on Dec 1. [30-31]   (This is Job, the 4th child of Luna [Catharina], a diseased invalid of 30 who is possibly one of the 3 communicants in the Mes congregation.  Luna bore 7 children, 5 of whom died in infancy or early childhood.  Serious whooping cough epidemic in Dec 1815 @ Mes, with 4 infants and one 7-yr-old all dying!)

In Dec, a woman from Paradise estate, a cook belonging to Mr. Forbes, came to Mes evening meeting; she has been here before, and also goes to the meetings of James, a black man, @ Amity about 3 miles from Mes. [31]

Br Lange notifies Br Gründer that he has booked passage for Br G as well as Br & Sr Becker to go to England on the ship Catharina.  Br G goes to stone quarry to get rocks for his wife’s grave. [31]  / Feels feverish, and lapses into German for the final few entries of the year! [32-33]

Summary for the year 1815:

4 communicants [who is the 4th?]

6 communion candidates

29 baptized adults and 6 baptized children = 35 (same as 1812)

4 baptized during the year

2 ejected? during the year [Abigail & Amos?]

51 in total community  [33]

