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Lake Region Monitor

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Managing Editor

The National Transportation 
Safety Board blamed the actions 
of a Lawtey pilot on a crash 
that killed the man and two 
passengers.

On Dec. 26, 2016, a Cessna 
182 crashed into a mountainside 
as the plane descended toward the 
Gatlinburg Pigeon Forge airport 
in Sevierville, Tennessee.  On 
board were pilot David Starling, 
41, his son: Hunter Starling, 8, 
and the pilot’s girlfriend: 42-year-
old Kim Smith of High Springs. 
The flight originated from the 
Keystone Heights Airpark.

In a final report on the crash, 
the NTSB said the probable cause 
of the accident was Starling’s 
decision to fly by visual flight 
rules into weather conditions 
that required instrument flying.

“Contributing to the accident 
was the pilot’s established anti-
authority attitude,” the report 
said. “His contempt for rules and 
regulations was consistent with 
an anti-authority attitude, which 
is hazardous to safe operation of 
aircraft.”

Last month the NTSB issued 
factual findings of the crash, and 
this month, issued its final report 
with its finding of probable 
cause. 

 The March report quoted 
Starling’s flight instructor, 
who told investigators that on 
numerous occasions, he saw 
Starling take off from Keystone 
in instrument flight weather 
conditions, even though he was 
rated only for visual flight rules. 

The instructor also said that 
Starling “pushed his training as 
hard as he could and cut corners 
wherever he could.”

“I’ve been flying for more than 
40 years, and I tried to explain to 
him the history of pilots with an 
anti-authority attitude,” he told 
NTSB officials.  “It’s an attitude 
that catches up with you.”

The final report said that 
as Starling approached the 
Gatlinburg Pigeon Forge Airport 
at 9,500 feet mean sea level, 
he requested a descent from 
air traffic controllers at the 
Sevierville, Tennessee facility.

 “The controller instructed 
the pilot to maintain visual 
flight rules flight throughout his 
descent,” NTSB investigators 
wrote in the report. “Instead, 

the pilot descended the airplane 
into a cloud layer between 7,000 
ft msl to 5,000 ft msl despite 
his instructions from air traffic 
control.”

Investigators added that 
Starling had a history of 
disregarding rules. The pilot’s 
medical certificate was expired, 
and his airplane was about two 
months overdue for an annual 
inspection.

In toxicology tests conducted 
after the crash, the stimulant 
phentermine was found in 
Starling’s liver.  However, 
investigators added that they 
could not determine if the 
potentially-impairing drug 
contributed to the accident.  

The report also faulted Starling 
because “the non-instrument-
rated private pilot elected to 

conduct the cross-country flight 
over mountainous terrain without 
obtaining a weather briefing or 
filing a flight plan.”

The flight instructor told 
NTSB investigators that he 
warned Starling on numerous 
occasions about taking off in 
weather conditions below Visual 
Flight Rules minimums, adding 
that his last warning to the 
Lawtey man occurred about two 
weeks before the accident.  

The instructor added he wasn’t 
alone.

“I counseled him numerous 
times about taking instrument 
training and getting an instrument 
rating,” he told investigators.  
“Lots of us around here did. He 
couldn’t be bothered. He would 
just draw… [the flight route] on 
his iPad and go.”

Keystone-based pilot blamed for fatal crash

Aerial photo of the crash site. Photo: NTSB

Killed in the Dec. 26, 2016 crash were (l-r) David Starling, 
Hunter Starling and Kim Smith.

Clay sheriff’s office: Bradford suspect buried 
himself alive

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Managing Editor

A spokesperson for the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office said a 
man wanted in Clay and Bradford 
counties buried himself alive 
under a house to avoid capture.

Sgt. Keith Smith said that 
around 4 p.m. Wednesday, his 
office received information on 
the whereabouts of John Luther 
Bennett, 29.  Bennett is wanted 
in Clay County for resisting 
an officer with violence and 
aggravated battery.  He is also 
wanted in Bradford County for 
armed burglary.  

Smith said deputies drove to a 
residence on Julliard Avenue and 
attempted to make contact with 
the man over the next several 
hours.

When a SWAT team entered 
the residence, they discovered 
a hole in the floor of the mobile 
home, which led them to 
discovering Bennett buried in 
the sand underneath the home.

Smith added that the suspect 
fought with deputies when they 
tried to detain him, and officers 
deployed a police dog to subdue 
the suspect.  Smith said the man 
suffered a dog bite. 

“This could have ended 
peacefully, many hours ago,” 
said Smith, “but he chose a 
different route…If he thought we 
were just going to leave and then 
come back another day, he was 
sadly mistaken.”

Smith added that Clay deputies 
first made contact with Bennett a 
few days ago, after the Bradford 
County Sheriff’s Office became 
aware that the suspect was likely 
in the Keystone Heights area.

Smith said that when a Clay 
deputy attempted to remove 
Bennett from a vehicle, “he drove 
off with our officer hanging out 
of the car.” John Luther Bennett

Shands Starke physicians donate to women’s 
resource center

(L-r) Keren Hardee: Answers Resource Facility director of nursing and 
client care in Starke, Alberto Alzate, MD: Shands Starke chief of staff, Joelle 

Innocent-Simon, DO: Shands Starke vice chief of staff, Lucien Abboud, 
MD: Shands Starke cardiologist, Mohammad Ibrahim, MD: Shands Starke 
hospitalist, Sriramulu Aprameya:  MD: Shands Starke hospitalist, Joanna 
Weldon:  Answers CEO, Tiffiny Sanders: Answers director of nursing and 
client care in Keystone Heights, Tori Durrance: Answers administrative 

assistant, Sierra Hobbs, PA: Shands Starke physician assistant, Arjun Bamzai, 
MD: Shands Starke 

pediatrician and John 
Emery:  Shands Starke 

CEO.
BY DAN HILDEBRAN

Managing Editor
The physicians at Shands 

Starke donated $1,000 to 
Answers Resource Facility 
earlier this month.

Shands Starke CEO John 
Emery said that typically, 
as part of its observance of 
National Doctors’ Day, the 
hospital gives a bonus to its 
physicians.  However, this 
year, the medical staff elected 
to contribute the money to a 
local charity.  

“You guys do such a 
wonderful job here taking 

care of our patients,” Emery 
told the doctors during a 
check presentation.  “For you 
guys to elect to do something 
like this for our community 
shows you are top notch. 
Unfortunately, we only get 
one day a year to say, ‘thank 
you’ but really it’s every day.”

Joanna Weldon, CEO of 
Answers Resource Facility, 
said her organization has 
been serving women in the 
Keystone Heights area for 
seven-and-a-half-years and 
recently opened a second 
location in Bradford County.    

“I see us as a triage 
department,” she told Shands 
Starke physicians and 
administrators.   “A woman 
can come in and we will sit 

down and assess what kind 
of needs she has: emotional, 
spiritual, whatever is going 
on.”

 Weldon said the 
organization offers no-cost or 
very-low-cost pregnancy and 
other testing, in addition to 
limited obstetrical-ultrasound 
services.

“If we cannot service 
what her needs are within 
our facility,” Weldon added, 
“then we kind of hold her 
hand to get her to the next 
location, whether it be abuse 
counseling or housing or any 
type of medical care she may 
need. We support her to the 
next step and we stay involved 
with her as long as she needs 
an advocate.”

Lake Area Animal Advocates held a benefit kickball tournament for Puppy Hill Farm on 
April 14 at Camp Montgomery. The winning team members were (front row, l-r) Jacob 
Carrol, Christian Zarowitz, Brandon Thomas, Grayson Patrick, Markala Sanford, (back 
row) Anthony Delano, Juan Arenas, Kendall Norman and Zack Holman.

Animal advocates raise money with kickball

Volunteers assisting at the tournament include (l-r) Cindy Pridgen, Clayton Norman, 
Allison Pridgen, Laurel Norman, Eileen Hines-Martin, Mike Ricker, Linda Ricker, Mark 
Strickland, Dawn Strickland, Donna Leopold and Madeline Strickland. Not pictured: 
Taylor Tyson.

Clay County: School board must fund security

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

In a joint workshop between 
the county commission and 
school board April 18, Sheriff 
Darryl Daniels laid out the 
financial challenge of providing 
four dozen additional deputies to 
safeguard Clay County schools.

While the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School Public 
Safety Act — named for the 
Parkland school where 17 people 
were shot and killed in February 
— made new money available 
for school security, it was not 
enough to fulfill the mandate of a 
school resource officer on every 
campus.

Kicking off the meeting 
Commissioner Gavin Rollins 
said it was “one team, one fight.”

“We are all 100 percent 
committed to doing the right 
thing for our community and for 

our children.”
Superintendent Addison Davis 

said the joint workshop shows 
that they all have a stake in safe 
schools and a safe community.

But because the discussion 
centered on money and the 
question of who must pay for 
what, the sentiment was put in 
question before the workshop 
was over.

While grateful for the 
additional $1.3 million in Safe 
Schools money from the state, 
Davis said they are still working 
on an underfunded mandate 
to make the schools safe. That 
money must also be used for 
hardening structures as well as 
programs to deal with mental 
health, conflict resolution and 
bullying. Even without those 
responsibilities, the Safe Schools 
money doesn’t come close to 
covering the cost of new school 
resource officers, which will be 

the only form of security allowed 
on campuses. 

The Clay County School Board 
is sticking by a longstanding 
policy of prohibiting firearms on 
campus except in the hands of 
law enforcement officers. Unless 
the economics of the situation 
forces the district to reconsider 
the so-called Guardian Program 
and training personnel to carry 
and use weapons in a life-
threatening emergency, the 
school board wants the county’s 
law enforcement professionals 
providing the best possible 
security for students and faculty.

Davis said that brings him 
and the school board to request 
financial support from the county 
commission.

In speaking to the commission, 
Sheriff Darryl Daniels described 
his position as a vendor of safety 

See SCHOOL, 4B
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BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

It was a cold and windy 
night at this year’s Bradford-
Keystone-Union Relay for Life. 
The normally eight-hour event, 
in fact, ended early at midnight.

Any discomfort felt by 
participants, though, paled 
in comparison to what those 
battling cancer face.

“Regardless of how cold we 
are tonight, those cancer patients 
get even colder at times,” said 
Linda Lee, who served as this 
year’s event lead.

Fundraising teams selling 
food and other items raised 
$3,500 at the American Cancer 
Society event, which was held 
April 20 at the Bradford High 
School track. Money is raised 
for a full year, though, from 
Sept. 1 through Aug. 31, so to 
date, this year’s Relay for Life 
has raised $56,000.

“Give yourselves a round of 
applause,” Lee said when she 
announced the totals.

More than $14,000 of that 
total was raised by first-time 
participating team Chemours 
(formerly DuPont), which 
received an award for being 
an up and coming team. The 
company used to participate in 
Baker County’s Relay for Life, 
but when that event went by 
the wayside, it got involved in 
the Bradford-Keystone-Union 
event.

The Bradford County 
Sheriff’s Office and Madison 
Street Baptist Church’s 
Tumornators teams raised 
$6,823 and $5,949, respectively.

Relay for Life is an event 
that can be pretty emotional for 
those participating. First, it’s a 
celebration, with the opening 
lap taken by cancer survivors, 
who receive cheers and 
applause as they walk the track. 
Second, it’s a time of quiet, sad 
reflection as those who’ve lost 
their lives because of cancer are 
honored during the luminaria 
ceremony. Small, white paper 
bags are placed around the 
track, with each containing 
a lighted candle. Each bag 
is personalized to represent 
someone who is deceased, 
though some also represent 
those who are survivors. Some 
bags featured photos of the 
person in question, while some 
featured heartfelt drawings by 
children.

Remembering 
a ‘treasured 
relationship’

Hannah Honour, who was 
in charge of the luminaria 
ceremony, said this was the 
time for people to remember 
why they are at the Relay for 
Life.

“The track is illuminated 

with bags that represent a 
treasured relationship,” Honour 
said. “Each bag symbolizes 
a mother, a father, a son or 
daughter, a friend or loved one. 
The bags represent our shared 
hope for a cancer-free future.”

Honour read a poem by 
an unknown author entitled, 
“Back Home:”

I had the power to turn back 
the clock,

Go back to that house at the 
end of the block, 

The house that was home 
when I was a kid,

I know that I’d love it more 
now than I did. 

If I could be back there at my 
mother’s knee,

And hear once again all the 
things she told me,

I’d listen as I never listened 
before

For she knew so well just 
what life had in store.

And all the advice my dad 
used to give,

His voice I’ll remember as 
long as I live

But it didn’t seem really 
important then

What I’d give just to live it all 
over again.

And what I’d give for the 
chance I once had,

To do so much more for my 
mother and dad,

To give them more joy and a 
little less pain,

A little more sunshine - a 
little less rain. 

But the years roll on, and we 
cannot go back,

Whether we were born in a 
mansion or in a shack,

But we can start right now, in 
the hour that’s here,

To do something more for the 
ones we hold dear. 

And since time in its flight is 
traveling so fast

Let’s not spend It regretting 
that which is past

But let’s make tomorrow a 
happier day,

By doing our good to others 
today.

The track lighting was then 
shut off, leaving only the glow 
of the candles.

“I invite everyone to walk a 
lap in honor or in memory of 
someone close to you, who is 
fighting or has fought cancer,” 
Honour said. “Let each step 
be in remembrance of our 
experiences and a step forward 
in our fight back toward a 
brighter tomorrow.”

Make a difference 
as a CAN member

Honour and Lee were just 
two members of the overall 
Relay for Life leadership team, 
which also consisted of Virginia 
Autry, James Eison, Melanie 
Fuhrman, Jessica Griffis, Curtis 
Knights, Chuck Kramer, Esther 

Lawson, Chris Page, Chrissy 
Thompson, Vicki Tucker and 
Lyn Veliz.

Fuhrman took time to talk 
about the Cancer Action 
Network, which is advocacy 
side of the American Cancer 
Society. CAN members speak 
to legislators and request 
funding for cancer-medication 
research. Furhman, who is a 
breast cancer survivor, said she 
received three chemotherapy 
medications. Two were fully 
funded by the American 
Cancer Society, so she thanked 
those at Relay for Life for 
making a difference. The third 
medication she received existed 
because of legislative funding.

It costs $10 a year to become 
a CAN member.

“It makes a huge, huge 
difference in what we do,” 
Fuhrman said.

The Bradford-Keystone-
Union Relay for Life was one 
of three CAN events in Florida 
last year and one of six this 
year. A CAN event is one which 
is supported by at least 40 CAN 
members.

“Be very, very, very proud 
that this little area right here is 
an ACS CAN event,” Fuhrman 
said. “It’s a big deal.”

Awards and 
competition results

  Lee concluded the night by 
announcing awards and results. 
Madison Street Baptist Church 
was judged as having the best 
camp site, while Murphy’s Law 
(in honor of survivor Stephen 
Murphy) and Northside Baptist 
Church were second and third, 
respectively. In accordance 
to the event’s theme, Relay 
around the World, each camp 
site represented a country. 
Madison Street Baptist Church 
was Egypt, Murphy’s Law was 
Ireland and Northside Baptist 
Church was Paris.

The boxcar race was close, 
with Murphy’s Law placing 
first ahead of Madison Street 
Baptist Church. In boxcar 
design judging, Fuhrman’s 
Fighters (Starke Walgreens) 
was first, with Murhphy’s Law 
and Walmart placing second 
and third, respectively.

The Chemours team won 
the frozen T-shirt contest, 
while Walmart and Southside 
Elementary School were 
second and third, respectively.

Madison Street Baptist 
Church won the scavenger 
hunt. Chemours and Bradford 
Middle School’s Kiwanis 
Builders Club were second and 
third, respectively.

A Most Spirited Award will 
be presented to one of the teams 
at the upcoming Relay wrap-up 
party.

Bradford High School National Honor Society team 
members Triston Taylor (left) and Tony Carter compete in 
the boxcar race with their Viking ship.

Melanie Fuhrman takes a picture of one of the luminaria 
bags.

Teen Miss Bradford Fest 
Emily O’Neal sings the 
national anthem.

Linda Lee was this year’s 
event lead.

Pictured above are two of 
the luminaria bags placed 
in honor of loved ones who 
died because of cancer.

Bradford-Keystone-UnionRelay for Life 
raises $3,500 of overall $56K total

Southside Elementary School students (l-r) Kassiday 
Arnette, Isaiah Shetler and Ty’onna Highsmith cheer on 
survivors during the opening lap.

COPY PAPER SALE
Quick Copy
White, 20LB 

5000 Sheets per case

Sale Price
$3700/case

Reg. Price $41.99

Now through May 31, 2018
The Office Shop

110 W. Call Street Starke
Across from Call Street Café

(904) 964-5764
theofficeshopofstarke.com

 theofficeshopofstarke@gmail.com 



4A Lake Region Monitor • Thursday, April 26, 2018

Join the fun 
“Kolor Run”  
this weekend

Get some color in your life by 
joining the Lake Region Kiwanis 
Club for its inaugural “5K Kolor 
Run” at the Keystone Heights 
Airport on Saturday, April 28.

Formerly the Our Country Day 
5K, the club moved the event to 
avoid the oppressive summer 
heat. The scenic run will actually 
include a portion of the airport 
tarmac in addition to wooded 
trails and Camp Crystal Lake. 

What makes the event so 
colorful are the vibrantly hued 
powders participants will be 
sprayed with at each of the three 
water stations and the huge 
powder party when they reach 
the finish line. 

The fun doesn’t end with the 
race. An ‘80s party band, Slang, 
will perform live during and 
after the run. Devour a bowl 
of Jude’s Famous Shrimp and 
Grits at the event or take some 
home. Bring the kids. Even those 
not in the run can enjoy face 
painting, games and all of the 
motorcycles and planes to see. 
Lucky attendees will take home 
door prizes generously donated 
by sponsors.

Preregistered runners receive 
an event T-shirt, headband and 
goody bag. Race packets for 
runners will be available at 
Genesis Fitness, 310 S. Lawrence 
Blvd. in Keystone Heights, 
beginning Friday, April 27, from 
4 to 6 p.m. You can preregister 
with a donation of $25 per adult 
and $15 for children 12 and 
under. Register at the event on 
April 28 from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
for $30 per adult and $15 for 
children 12 and under.  

The race begins at 9 a.m. sharp. 
The airport is located at 7100 
Airport Road between Keystone 
Heights and Starke. 

Lake Region Kiwanis Club 
sponsors projects like Terrific 
Kids, the Easter Sunrise 
Service, scholarships, Lake Area 
Ministries, Meals on Wheels, 
Answers, Our Country Day, 
Wreaths Across America, ROTC 
and much more. 

services for the school district 
but he must stick to the budget 
provided for him.

That budget currently covers 
62 percent of the cost of the 
current school resource officer 
program, or $883,000, with 
the school district covering the 
remaining $530,500.

Under the new law, the cost 
of school resource officers will 
climb another $4.5 million, 
including $1.8 million for 
personnel salaries and benefits, 
$720,000 for training and 
equipment and $1.9 million for 
vehicles. And while you might 
expect the recurring annual cost 
to be less than the startup cost, 
Sheriff Daniels said no; the 
recurring cost increases to $5.6 
million in year two.

“A decision is going to have to 
be made,” said Daniels, who was 
looking at hiring 30 new deputies 
on Tuesday of this week. Either 
he is moving forward with hiring 
and training employees, or he 
needs the names of the school 
personnel he will have to train to 
be school guardians, he said.

Not surprisingly, there were 
questions about cutting costs, 
including the number of officers 
required and whether the school 
district could hire a security firm. 
Commissioner Wayne Bolla even 
asked whether some resource 
officers could ride school buses 
instead of driving a patrol car. 
There are discipline issues on 
buses, after all.

“Having a police car sitting in 
the parking lot all day long isn’t 
a very good use of assets,” Bolla 
said, pointing out it doubles the 
cost of the program.

Daniels had defended the new 
vehicles by saying deputies who 
make arrests need some place to 
put suspects, and those pursuing 
suspects need a car to do so. That 
includes responding to incidents 
nearby. Being stationed at a 
school doesn’t make them less of 
a law enforcement officer. That’s 
why the deputies also need 
supervising sergeants who can 
monitor their activities and make 
assignments.

“We’re limiting our capacity 
to be effective law enforcement 
officers when we eliminate any 
element of the equipment that we 
have in our toolboxes,” Daniels 
said.

Green Cove Springs Police 
Chief Derek Asdot was willing 
to shoulder some of the burden, 
providing officers at the schools 
in his jurisdiction. But the city’s 
mayor said that did not include 
paying for those officers to be in 
the school. 

Mayor Mitch Timberlake said 
the city’s officers’ familiarity with 
the schools make them the ideal 
candidates, but the city’s citizens 
already pay county and school 
board taxes and the council is not 
offering to pay for those officers 
to work in the schools. It would 
diminish the sheriff’s cost in 
outfitting, training and providing 
transportation for two new 
deputies, however an interlocal 
agreement would still provide 
for the county and school board 
to cover the personnel costs.

Orange Park Police Chief Gary 
Goble said he was also willing 
to be a part of the conversation, 
but Sheriff Daniels was curious 
where the willingness from both 
cities was in the past when he 
wanted to put resource officers 
in all of the junior highs. He 
welcomed them, he said, but also 
expressed concern.

“It could muddy the waters 
when it comes to the continuity 
of span and control.”

Rollins said the law 
enforcement experts could figure 
out those issues. Funding was the 
question facing the commission 
and school board. 

The school district can use its 
new and existing Safe Schools 
revenue from the state toward the 
cost of school resource officers. 
The state allocated more than 
$1.89 million to Clay County 
schools, designating around 
$250,000 for antibullying and 
other programs. 

Rollins wanted to structure 
the county’s support in the form 
of a loan that the school board, 
through an interlocal agreement, 
would agree to repay as other 
funding sources — such as 
additional revenue from student 
enrollment — materialize.

Commissioner Diane 
Hutchings said supporting the 
resource officer program is 
not a “once and done” option, 

however. It is the top priority 
of government to protect its 
citizens, and the responsibility 
of protecting schools is in the 
hands of the school board. The 
resource officer program needs 
a dedicated funding stream, and 
she encouraged the school board 
to achieve that through additional 
property taxes, saying the county 
commission would support them. 

“I cannot imagine the people 
of Clay County not supporting 
that,” she added.  

School Board Member Janice 
Kerekes said the schools exist to 
educate but they are also centers 
of activity in their communities 
and need to be kept safe. Safety 
is the role of the sheriff’s office, 
she said Proposing the school 
board seek new revenue to fully 
fund the program itself is not 
working together, she said.

Rollins interrupted to ask the 
county attorney if state statute 
designated responsibility for 
funding school security, and she 
said it did — to the school board.

“It’s shameful that we’re not 
all willing to work together, and I 
hope that we can,” Kerekes said.

Rollins said his offer of a loan 
was a collaborative gesture, but 
Kerekes didn’t see it that way.

Superintendent Davis 
expressed thanks for the time 
with the commission but said it 
sounded as if he and the school 
board would have to revisit their 
expectations and decide how best 
to approach the problem — using 
state funding to cover a limited 
number of schools, hire outside 
security like Duval County or 
backtrack and implement the 
Guardian Program.

He did agree with Hutchings, 
saying he felt the public would 
support an additional property 
tax for school security, but it’s 
something the school board 
hasn’t discussed at this point.

Hutchings said it’s a way 
the entire community could 
collaborate on what is best for 
students. 

“I think if the public has 
confidence in our leaders and in 
how the money is going to be 
spent, that we can surely come 
together and work together 
toward educating the public,” 
she said. 

Commissioner Gayward 
Hendry said one way or another 
the taxpayers are going to end up 
paying for new school resource 
officers. The question is whether 
the county commission is going 
to raise taxes or the school 
board, which would require a 
referendum. He said the county 
commission’s millage rate was 
already close to the maximum, 
and agreed it was up to the school 
board to pay for school safety.

“It should be the school board 
that puts this on the referendum 
come this fall to see if they can 
get another half mill or a mill 
squeezed out of the citizens for 
a worthy, worthy cause, and we 
would support it as has already 
been said.”

In the meantime, they are 
willing to help cover the startup 
costs with a loan, as Rollins 
recommended. 

“That money that we’re 
tapping into has already been 
dedicated to other projects. We 
would need that to come back to 
us,” Hendry said.

School Board Chair Carol 
Studdard said she agreed with 
Hutchings about finding a source 
of funds for school safety, 
bemoaning a lack of funds for 
capital projects as well. She said 
she was heartbroken that the state 
mandated resource officers but 
didn’t provide complete funding. 

The school board decided it 
would hold a special meeting 
following its workshop on 
Monday for the purpose of 
discussing a tax referendum. 
(They could not take action 
because it was not a regularly 
scheduled meeting.) 

The sheriff’s hiring was placed 
on hold pending the outcome 
of that meeting, but there were 
other costs to consider, like car 
purchases, which Superintendent 
Davis had pointed out would be 
the county’s responsibility. The 
school board doesn’t own patrol 
cars used by school resource 
officers even if it is paying their 
salaries. So, although the county 
commission doesn’t want to fund 
the officers, it must purchase 
their cars. 

Whether the county had capital 
funds to approve the purchase 
of new vehicles was a question 
commissioners planned to take 
up at their Aug. 24 meeting.

SCHOOL
Continued from 2B
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Santa Fe Audubon members meet their Bartram

BY ATHIE SANDERS
Special to the Monitor

     Santa Fe Audubon Society 
hosted guest speakers Dean 
Campbell and Sam Carr at 
Trinity Episcopal Parish Hall in 
Melrose to learn about John and 
William Bartram’s explorations 
of the St. Johns River and how 
paddlers and hikers can recreate 
their journey in north central 
Florida on the Bartram Trails.

     Audubon programs are held 
second Tuesday of each month, 
September through April, at 
Melrose Trinity Episcopal Parish 
Hall starting at 6:45. Field trips 
are held on Saturdays. The public 
is invited.

     Santa Fe Audubon 
has partnered with Ravine 
Gardens State Park to help 
increase the number of native 
plants throughout the gardens. 
“Tonight, our prize drawings will 
be for native plants.  We donated 
plants to Ravine Gardens and so 
tonight we will provide some 
for our drawings,” said Laura 
Berkelman, Audubon president.

      Speakers Dean Campbell 
and Sam Carr challenged the 
audience throughout the evening 
to think about how they came 

to know Bartram?  “How did 
you get to know who John and 
William Bartram were and what 
they did for Florida? Everyone 
here has heard of Bartram, but 
who here really knows about 
Bartram?” Campbell asked.

     “My first exposure to 
William Bartram was when my 
dad gave me this book, “Travels.”  
I failed miserably reading it.  I 
put it down for about 20 years,” 
said Campbell. “Travels” is the 
book William Bartram wrote 
chronicling travels on the St. 
Johns River over 200 years ago.

     One day, years later, at 
Campbell’s work, someone said 
they wanted to paddle from the 
head waters of the St. Johns 
River to the mouth. “I signed up.  
Sam signed up too. That is how I 
came to Bartram.  It’s how Sam 
was introduced to Bartram,” said 
Campbell.

     The story of Bartram started 
back in 1765. Florida historically 
was ceded to England as a result 
of the Paris Treaty that ended the 
Seven Years War. James Grant 
was the first Florida Governor. 
The King of England appointed 
John Bartram as Chief Botanist 
to go to Florida. Grant hired 
Bartram to survey and report 

findings.
     The sixty-six-year-old was 

accompanied by son William 
Bartram. They traveled the St. 
Johns River by dugout canoe: a 
distance of more than 500 miles. 
They explored and recorded 
from where the St. Johns merged 
with the Atlantic Ocean to what 
they mistakenly thought was the 
mouth of the river, near current 
day Port Canaveral. Along the 
way John judged the quality 
of the soil, plants and trees and 
recorded in his journal.  “John, 
a stoic writer, painted a picture 
with every paragraph he wrote,” 
said Campbell. William, an 
acclaimed nature artist, drew 
what he saw with great detail.  

     “The heart of William was 
vastly different than John’s.  John 
was a business man.  William 
was only good at a couple things.  
He was college educated, in high 
society in the colonies, tried to 
earn his own keep but he failed 
miserably. His only talent was 
drawing,” said Carr.

     Florida had not flourished 
under Spanish rule and territory 
was uncharted. The British 

Sam Carr, far right, listens as speaker Dean Campbell explains, “How I came to 
Bartram?” Carr said, “Everyone knows about Bartram, but who knows who Bartram is 

and what he did for Florida?”

See BARTRAM, 2B
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is $50,000.00. Introductory APY will apply from account opening until 12/31/18 regardless of account opening date. 
Balances $10,000.00-$24,999.99 will earn 0.15% APY, 0.15% rate; $25,000.00-$49,999.99 will earn 0.20% APY, 0.20% 
rate; $50,000.00 - $4,999,999.99 will earn 1.25% APY, 1.24% rate; $5,000,000.00+ will earn 0.15% APY, 0.15% rate. On 
1/1/19, all introductory rates/APYs will adjust to the then current money market rate/APY as stated on www.flcu.org at that 
time. Dividends are compounded and credited monthly. You may not make more than a combined six transfers and/or 
withdrawals per month from this account. Withdrawals may reduce APY and fees may reduce earnings. Limited time offer 
subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice. Rates are subject to change at any time including after the 
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FCU STARKE BRANCH 
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STARKE, FL 32091
(904) 964–1427

Visit flcu.org/cd for more information.
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saving today!
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Blye: community is part of equation for BHS success
BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Bradford High School 
Principal Vinnie Blye visited 
the Kiwanis Club of Starke at its 
April 10 meeting to share some 
of the good things happening 
at the school and to encourage 
community members to get 
involved with the school.

As part of its efforts to better 
prepare students for their futures, 
Blye said members of local 
businesses could provide an 
assist.

“How can the school really 
partner with the local community 
in a way that we can, one, better 
understand some of the skills and 
knowledge traits that kids need to 
be successful in the different jobs 
that many of you kind of work in 
within the community and, then 
also, think about how we can 
bridge a partnership,” Blye said.

His emphasis on forming 
such partnerships was a segue 
into introducing Stacy Worrell, 
who is the graduation coach at 
BHS. Her position, which is 
part time, is funded by a grant. 
Worrell talked about the grades 
schools are assigned by the 

Florida Department of Education 
and how part of that grade is 
determined by acceleration 
points. Acceleration points are 
based upon three things: numbers 
of students who are dual enrolled, 
numbers of students who take 
advanced placement exams and 
numbers of students graduating 
with industry certifications.

“The third piece is one I think 
we could really work together as 
a partnership,” Worrell said.

Worrell said students 
graduating with industry 
certification is the area where 
she sees the biggest room for 
improvement.

“We all want our young 
students — our youth of today 
— to walk away being a little bit 
more marketable,” Worrell said.

When she said industry 
certification was the area 
that could see the biggest 
improvement, Worrell explained 
she wasn’t implying it was an 
area that BHS students don’t 
do well in. Many do, thanks to 
North Florida Technical College 
(formerly Bradford-Union 
Technical Center).

“That’s something not a lot 
of high schools have,” Worrell 
said. “They’re not able to utilize 
the resources at a college just 
right there in walking distance. 
That’s something that’s really 
beneficial.”

Something that is key in 
improving the number of students 
who graduate with industry 
certification is convincing more 
students to not take one class in 
one of North Florida Technical 
College’s programs of study for 
an elective credit and then leave 
it at that. They need to immerse 
themselves fully in one of those 
programs.

“They need to stay in that 
program for at least a minimum 

of three years,” Worrell said.
Worrell talked about herself 

a little, saying she has 21 years 
in education, 13 of which were 
spent teaching business. The 
remaining eight years were spent 
as a guidance counselor.

As a graduation coach, she’s 
focused on helping students 
determine what their post-
graduation plans are. A lot of 
students, when asked what their 
future plans are, say, “I don’t 
know.” Or students declare 
they’re interested in a career field 
that they may not really possess 
the skills to be successful in.

“They haven’t done a whole 
lot of self-evaluation to know 
what their skill sets are,” Worrell 
said.

What’s been going 
on lately at BHS?

Blye opened his by sharing 
some of the noteworthy recent 
accomplishments at BHS, 
including those of the boys’ 
weightlifting team and the band 
program. The boys’ weightlifting 
team finished as the Class 1A 
state runner-up, with individual 
lifter Jakob Alvarez winning the 
championship in the unlimited 
class, while the concert band 
earned a Superior rating at its 
performance assessment.

“For a very long time, we 
haven’t earned a Superior rating 
at our band competitions,” Blye 
said.

Blye talked about the new 
chemistry classroom, which 
features versatile student stations 
that act as traditional classroom 
seating but can be transformed 
into laboratory tables and new 
plumbing and gas systems.

“The science lab is really a 
top-notch lab where kids can go 
in and learn chemistry an feel 

like they’re within a cutting-edge 
type of environment,” Blye said.

The Bradford County Sheriff’s 
Office recently sponsored a 
presentation on the effects of 
driving under the influence 
for the sophomore and senior 
classes. A woman talked about 
how her daughter was killed by 
a drunk driver. The man who 
was responsible for the accident 
served time in prison and is now 
accompanying the woman on her 
talks to students.

“Kids really were moved,” 
Blye said. “

Blye said the school went 
through an accreditation process 
March 13-14 in which the state 
sends individuals to audit the 
school and ensure it’s doing what 
it should be doing and that its 
diplomas are valid.

“It was a very rigorous 
experience,” Blye said. “They got 
the spend time in each and every 
one of our classes. They met with 
over 50 kids. They met with our 
staff. At that particular time, they 
weren’t able to kind of finalize 
their report, but they were able 
to give us the acknowledgement 
that we were being recommended 
for accreditation, which is a great 
accomplishment.”

Blye said the school is part of 
an ongoing process to be the best 
it can be. It will take time, he said, 
but he said the school is on the 
right track, thanks to the efforts 
of the previous administration.

“We’re kind of using that as 
a driving force to kind of lay a 
really solid foundation so we 
can really focus on ensuring 
that our kids leave high school 
with the skills and knowledge 
that will allow them to be 
successful within and beyond 
our community here in Starke,” 
Blye said.

Vinnie Blye

Worrell



BY CLIFF 
SMELLEY

Telegraph Staff 
Writer

Bradford Middle 
School student 
Jaquan Bryant was 
scared of the future. 
Now, he’s hopeful 
about it.

With the 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t 
of Principal John 
Green, Bryant 
started the Step 
Up Club to bring 
students together to 
talk about bullying 
and safety as well 
as meeting with 
administrators and 
generating ideas 
about things that 
can be done on 
campus to address 
those issues.

“We need to stop 
the hate and make 
sure  that we bring back the love 
and the encouragement,” Bryant 
said.

One of the things the club, 
which meets Fridays at 8:30 
a.m., has done is have signs 
placed in the front office, one 
of which lists seven types of 
positive interactions with others: 
contribute, be kind, be patient, 
be honest, encourage people, 
apologize, forgive, thank people 
and love people.

“If we follow those seven 
things on there, we wouldn’t 
have a lot of the issues that other 
schools have,” Green said.

Bryant said, “The school 
would be great.”

Turning fear into 
positive action

The creation of the club came 
about after Bryant heard about the 
shootings at Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland. The 
news frightened him. What if 
something like that happened in 
Bradford County? What if such 
an incident affected him? His 
sister?

“I was scared,” Bryant said. “I 
was petrified.”

To bring attention to his 
concerns, Bryant decided he 
wanted to stage a school walk-
out. First, though, he went to 
Green to inform him of his plan.

Green supported Bryant in 
whatever he wanted to do, but 
encouraged him to think of 
alternative actions.

“We see these protests all 
the time,” Green said. “We see 
people walk out. We see NFL 
players taking knees. That’s an 
American right. I have no issue 
with any of that. My issue was, 
what good does it do? What 
changes? What action happens?

“My challenge to Jaquan was, 
instead of staging a protest, why 
not do something? Let’s act. Let’s 
start putting some stuff together 
and make things change.”

Bryant said Green really made 
him think about what he could 
do that would actually make a 
difference. He hopes the Step 

Up Club is a step in the right 
direction. It already has spurred 
him on to do all he can to make 
BMS a safe place for all.

“The more we have 
discussions, the more energy I 
have to do something,” Bryant 
said.

Green said the kind of initiative 
shown by Bryant is what he 
encourages in all students.

“I’ve told these kids they have 
as much influence on this campus 
as I do,” Green said.

So many times, people, 
including those in government, 
respond to issues by simply 

talking about them or resorting 
to knee-jerk reactions that 
accomplish nothing, Green 
said. Bryant, on the other 
hand, is living up to his club’s 
name. Green said the student is 
stepping up to address the issues 
of bullying and safety.

“What can we all do to address 
that? That’s what I loved about 
his idea — bringing everybody 
to the table, or at least inviting 
them to the table,” Green said.
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The Weekly Paw Print: 
October has been designated as Adopt A This 

904-964-6411

 While it is generally accepted that cats do not 
experience the same emotional changes as people who 
are depressed, we do know they can experience anxiety 
similar to clinical depression. 
 The clinical signs we see tend to be loss of 
appetite, avoidance behavior, less active, and abnormal 
behavior, like hissing. Some cats may show changes 
in litterbox usage, while others have disturbed sleep 
patterns. Unfortunately, those symptoms are caused 
by a wide variety of conditions in felines, so getting to 
the root of the problem usually involves a visit to the 
veterinarian to rule out other issues.
 Although cats tend to be independent and 
resilient, they can suffer from anxiety due to changes 
in routine, feeling threatened, or the addition/loss of 
family members. Anxiety is, in fact, one of the major 
behavioral conditions seen by veterinarians. Chronic 
stress can have an impact on a pet’s emotional and 
physical health. Self-inflicted hair loss, aggression, 
or changes in litterbox usage are often traced back to 
anxiety.
 A diagnosis can be made after a thorough exam 
and complete diagnostic work up. Environmental and 
social history will also play a major role in diagnosing 
anxiety in your feline friend. There are multiple ways to 
treat and manage your furry friends anxiety. All it takes 
is a trip to your cat’s veterinarian.

I hope you had a great weekend! 

Florida Twin Theatre
All Seats $6 Before 6 p.m.    964-5451  
Visit us on-line at www.FloridaTwinTheatre.com
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Celebrate Arbor Day by planting a tree
BY JAY TUCKER

Union County Forester
Florida Forest Service

In your busy, sometime hectic 
life do you every stopped to think 
about the endless benefits trees 
provide us in our daily lives.

Trees affect every aspect of 
our lives.  We build our homes 
from them. We eat and wear 
them. Cleaners, paint, plastics, 
and even medicines are made 
from them.  In addition to more 
than 5,000 various products 
we get from trees, they also 
provide shade, recreation, food 
and shelter for wildlife, soil 
stabilization, and can reduce 
air conditioning and heating 
cost.  Perhaps most important, 
trees uptake carbon dioxide and 
produce oxygen, and filter the 
air which provide a clean and 
healthy environment to live in. 
Trees are an essential, vital, 
and fundamental component to 
human life. 

Trees in American 
history

Trees have played a 
fundamental role in American 
history, from the colonial era to 
modern day.

Americans have long been 
guilty of taking trees for 
granted. Yet the history of 
trees in America is no less 
remarkable than the history of 
the United States itself—from 
the majestic Longleaf pines of 
the southeastern coastal plains, 
coveted by the British Crown 
for their naval stores and use as 
masts in navy warships, to the 
Redwoods and giant sequoias and 
the orange groves of California, 
which lured settlers west. In fact, 
without the country’s vast forests 
and the hundreds of tree species 
they contained, there would have 
been no ships, docks, railroads, 
stockyards, wagons, barrels, 
furniture, newspapers, rifles, or 
firewood. No shingled villages or 
whaling vessels in New England. 
No New York City, Miami, or 
Chicago. No Johnny Appleseed, 
Paul Bunyan, or Daniel Boone. 
No Allied planes in World War 
I, and no suburban sprawl in the 
mid twentieth century. 

America—if it existed—
would be a very different place 
without its millions of acres of 
trees.

In 1605, King James 
asked Richard Hakluyt, then 
the preeminent geographer 
in Europe, of his views on 
settlement of America. Hakluyt 
reply was, “Of all the resources 
(fish, fur, rumored gold and 
silver, etc.) that the New 
World had to offer, one stood 
paramount: timber.” In the early 
1600’s, forests covered about 
half of today’s lower 48 states. 
The country’s wood resources 
were utilized and exploited to 
fuel its rapid expansion and 
growth: housing (from log cabins 
to wood-frame houses); wood-
pulp manufacturing; timber for 
railroad bridges and crossties; 

the Sitka spruce of the Pacific 
Northwest for Allied plane in 
WWI; and on and on.

Arbor Day
This year, National Arbor Day 

will be celebrated on Friday, 
April 27th.  J. Sterling Morton’s, 
the father of Arbor Day, simple 
idea of setting aside a special day 
for tree planting is as strong today 
as when it was first celebrated 
over 145 years ago. 

Arbor Day is a day set aside 
to raise awareness of trees, to 
reflect on their role in building 
our land and the benefits they 
provide us in our daily lives 
and the environment. An Arbor 
Day celebration can provide an 
educative service to all areas of 
our community by providing 
individuals, schools, and civic 
groups an opportunity to take 
part in tree planting events, a tree 
dedication, or other celebrations 
of trees.  

Arbor Day was founded in 
1872 by J. Sterling Morton, 
a naturalist and journalist in 
Nebraska.  By 1882, the idea had 
quickly grown, being celebrated 
by thousands of schoolchildren 
nationwide, who planted trees 
and took care of them with their 
classmates.  

Today, Arbor Day is celebrated 
by millions of people in every 
state of the Union and in many 
other countries throughout the 
world.  

Every state has its own 
official Arbor Day, many 
observing National Arbor Day, 
the last Friday in April. Several 
states, including Florida, have 
designated their own date for 
the celebration according to their 
best tree-planting times. For 

Florida, it is the third Friday in 
January.

While we set aside a specific 
date to observe Arbor Day, 
keep in mind it’s not the date 
we celebrate that is important. 
Instead let’s remember, every tree 
planted today is a commitment 
to our future and our children’s 
future. We should take a moment 
to remember and educate our 
children about the important role 
trees play in our daily lives and 
the environment. 

J. Sterling Morton often said, 
“Other holidays repose upon the 
past; Arbor Day proposes for the 
future.”  A tree planted today is 
a commitment, both to our future 
and our children’s future.  It is an 
act of optimism and kindness, a 
labor of love and a commitment 
to stewardship.

Celebrate
Celebrate Arbor Day by taking 

part in a community tree planting 
events, a tree dedication, or 
other celebrations of trees. As an 
individual or as part of a family, 
you can celebrate it in a personal 
way by planting a tree for 
yourself, in memory of love one, 
in dedication to a child’s future, 
or for a clean environment.

For more information on local 
Arbor Day events, or on tree 
planting and care, contact your 
local county forester. For Union 
county residents your contact 
is Jay Tucker at 496-2190 or 
Jay.Tucker@freshfromflorida.
com.  In Bradford County, the 
contact is Jim Tootle at 904-
964-2461 or James.Tootle@
freshfromflorida.com. In Clay 
County, contact Dave Holley at 
904-529-2356 or Dave.Holley@
FreshFromFlorida.com.

Jay Tucker

Parkland shootings encourage BMS student to ‘Step Up’

Bradford Middle School Principal John Green (left) and student 
Jaquan Bryant are pictured with one of the new signs in the front 
office, which espouses the message a new student-led club is 
trying to spread. Bryant started the Step Up Club in an effort to 
address the issues of school safety and bullying.

See STEP UP, 3B



first time. Tour guides met 
visitors in the waiting room 
where clients will announce 
their arrival and communicate 
with volunteer advocates 
through sliding glass windows.

Guides then showed visitors 
two private counseling 
rooms, an ADA-compliant 
client restroom and a medical 
examination room fitted with 
all the necessary equipment. 
Both the Starke and Keystone 
Heights offices are now 
licensed medical facilities. Dr. 
Joelle M. Innocent-Simon is 
the medical director for both, 
and each facility has its own 
director of nursing — Keren 
Hardee for the new Starke 
office and Tiffiny Sanders in 
Keystone Heights.  

“We can now offer proof of 
pregnancy, which is a document 
needed for pregnant women to 
get other resources; conduct 
STD testing, which is an added 
resource for women; and 
complete limited obstetrical 
ultrasounds so that clients with 
a positive pregnancy test can 
have their pregnancy verified 

and determine gestational age 
and estimated due date,” said 
Joanna Weldon, the founder 
and CEO of Answers, the non-
profit organization begun in 
Keystone Heights in 2011.

While the life-affirming 
organization sometimes works 
with women facing unplanned 
pregnancy, it also offers post-
abortion counseling to women 
who may be struggling with a 
decision from their past. The 
doors are always open to all 
women, regardless of their 
circumstances, and complete 
confidentiality is ensured.

Answers is, in fact, prepared 
to help women tackle any 
problem they may encounter 
whether it be counseling for 
women who find themselves 
in abusive relationships, 
management of children, skills 
in running a household or other 
challenges.

The powerful message of 
the Answers organization is: 
“We are here for you. We have 
the Answers to the questions 
burdening you.” 

During the open house, 

guides next showed visitors 
the administrative office; 
the registration room where 
personnel on the other side of 
the sliding glass windows can 
access computers and work 
with incoming clients; the 
kitchen and break area; and 
the staff restroom. Visitors 
ended their tours in a spacious 
training room where the coffee 
and desserts awaited them.

The Starke facility of 
Answers was completed in just 
one year. Its approximate value 
is $180,000, $60,000 of which 
is donated labor costs. 

Those donated labor costs, 
without which the dream of 
a Starke facility would have 
never become a reality, equate 
to 65,000 volunteer hours put in 
by 16 volunteer advocates and 
a construction project manager 
named Frank Bondurant.

At Answers’ eighth annual 
banquet on March 1, Weldon 
explained to the audience 
that she did not even know 
Bondurant before the 
construction project began. 

“I heard you got a building,” 

Bondurant said when he 
walked up to Weldon after one 
of her speaking engagements. 
“Would you like a construction 
manager for free?”

On Bondurant’s way into 
the facility for the open house, 
he explained that he left his 
job as an engineer with an oil 
company because he strongly 
felt that he should be spending 
his time and energy working on 
projects such as the Answers 
renovation. He has also done 
work in the region for other 
individuals and churches in 
need of his services.

Bondurant hopes to form a 
non-profit organization that 
does exactly what he has been 
doing by himself but on a much 
larger scale. Its purpose will be 
to link churches with resources 
and volunteers that can address 
their needs, their congregants’ 
needs and the needs of other 
community members who may 

have reached out to the church. 
“The Answers project is 

exactly the kind of work I 
left the oil company to do,” 
Bondurant said.

At least 21 major tasks were 
completed in the renovation 
of the former house-beauty 
salon into the Starke Answers 
facility. 

If you missed the Ribbon-
cutting or the Open House and 
need more information about 
those events (or Answers 
in general), please visit its 
Facebook page at facebook.
c o m / f i n d a n s w e r s n o w / ; 
check out the website at 
www.findanswersnow.org; 
or contact administrative 
assistant Tori Durrance at 
tori@findanswersnow.org. 
If you would like to support 
Answers’ mission, you can 
make a donation via the 
Answers website.
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Call for details

904 - 782 - 1 3 75
Mobile # 904-219-8963

2 1 535  US  30 1  NORTH 
Lawtey  FL  32058

Cus t om Ba rn  Doo r s

Cus t om K i t c h en
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K i t c h en  I s l and

Cus t om Fu rn i t u r e

Cus t om Cab i n e t s

We have the most moDern counter Tops, 
Custom Cabinets and laminate to 

make your home one of a kind

crawfordscustomwoodworks@gmail.com
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Made in the usa

Dr. Virgil A. Berry
CHIROPRACTIC
PHYSICIAN

Dr. Virgil A. Berry
CHIROPRACTIC
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“Modern methods 
with old-fashioned concern.”

“Modern methods 
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• Neck and Back Pain

• Auto Accidents
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• Headaches
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NEED RELIEF FROM:

Call Dr. Berry
Serving the Area 

for more than
29 Years

Call Dr. Berry
Serving the Area 

for more than
29 Years

Katelyn J. Taylor, Esq. 
Taylor Law Firm P.A. 

Family Law Attorney 
Divorce   -   Child Custody   -   Child Support  

Property Distribution   -   Spousal Support 
Modifications of Final Judgment   -   Relocation   

   Paternity   -   Domestic Violence 

info@taylorlawfirmpa.com 
(352) 473-8088	

420 S. Lawrence Blvd., Keystone Heights, Florida 32656

Caregiver Needed

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and be willing to 
drive back and forth to 

Smokey Mountains

Need someone to 
drive me around to 
Doctors and Stores

352-231-0247
Raitord Tetstone Sr.

Small start could 
lead to legacy

So far, only four students have 
met consistently with Bryant 
during club meetings. Bryant’s 
not discouraged, though. He said 
it’s a start, adding that he didn’t 
expect the entire student body to 
come to meetings.

“You’ve got to take one step at 
a time,” Bryant said. “You’ve got 
to crawl before you can walk.”

Bryant knows, though, that it’s 
going to take more than him and 
a few others to make the impact 
he wants to at BMS and beyond.

“I can’t do it by myself,” he 
said. “I’ve got to have more 
people help me make this club 
bigger so I can take it on to the 
high school and spread it anyway 
I can.”

Green said watching Bryant 
create the Step Up Club reminded 
him of being an administrator at 
Orange Park High School. He 
became aware of a club at the 
school that was created by two 
students in the 1980s to encourage 
football players, whom they 
viewed as the influential leaders 
on campus, to treat others with 
kindness and to quit bullying and 
trying to act macho.

That club is still in existence. 
Green said it has become its 
creators’ legacies. Perhaps the 
Step Up Club will become 
Bryant’s legacy.

“That’s what I want to do, 

leave a footprint with this club 
I’ve started,” Bryant said. “I want 
somebody to take the mantle 
from me and run with it and make 
sure it still goes on at Bradford 
Middle School.”

The Step Up Club may not 
completely prevent bullying 
from taking place, but Green 
said he’s shared with Bryant 
and others who’ve been at club 
meetings the story of the boy 
on the beach who’s throwing 
washed-up starfish back into 
the water. A man sees the boy’s 
efforts and tells him he can’t 
make a difference because there 
are too many starfish. He can’t 
save them all. The boy holds up 

one starfish and says, “It makes a 
difference to this one.”

“Look, we may never put 
bullying completely out of 
business, but what if we save 
one? What if we make a 
difference in the life of one kid? 
Two kids? Three kids? You start 
there,” Green said. “You start 
with one starfish, and you grow 
from there.”

And if bullying could become 
completely eliminated? That 
would be such a thrill for Bryant.

“If it does happen, that would 
be phenomenal,” Bryant said. 
“That would be a good day. That 
would let me know I did my 
part.”

STEP UP
Continued from 2B
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KEYSTONE AIRPARK MEETING
Keystone Airpark Authority’s regular 
scheduled board meetings will be 
held on the 1st Tuesday of every 
month at 6:00 P.M. Location is: 7100 
Airport Road, Starke, FL. Agendas 
and notice of cancellation will be 
posted on the authority’s website at 
www.keystoneairport.com no later 
than 72 hours in advance. 

4/26 1tchg-B-sect
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Non-profit hosts open house at new Starke facility

Answers Resource Facility in Starke

BY KIM BOX
Special to the Telegraph-

Times-Monitor
Brand-new, double-paned 

windows projected a warm, 
welcoming glow to visitors 
of the new Starke office of 
Answers Health and Resource 
Facility April 15. A forecast 
of severe thunderstorms and 
possible tornadoes did not 
deter a proud team of staff 
and volunteer advocates from 
opening new, wheelchair-
accessible doors for an open 
house.

Converted from a house-
beauty salon and uninhabited 
for several years, the 
beautifully renovated office 
officially opened on Feb. 
13. Women began almost 
immediately to walk through 
the doors of the conveniently 
located facility at 512 W. 
Weldon Street: the intersection 
of Weldon Street, Brownlee 
Road and   State Road 16.

At the open house that 
extended from 11:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., coffee and dessert 
— provided by Sonny’s 
Barbecue, Call Street Café 
and Lake Swan Camp — were 
served. But before visitors 
were invited to partake, staff 
and volunteer advocates led 
them on tours of the facility. 

These tours allowed each 
visitor to experience the 
nurturing atmosphere and 
peaceful surroundings, much 
as a new client would when 
coming to the campus for the 
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Archer Funeral Home
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(4 colors)

Vault, Graveside
or Chapel Service with 

one hour prior visitation
$5,595

FUNERAL SERVICE
WITH

Memorial Service
Services held at

Archer Memorial 
Chapel

$1,895

WITH
Memorial Service

Services held at
Archer Memorial 

Chapel
$1,895
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John Bradley, Sr.
STARKE— John “Leslie” 

Bradley, Sr., 89, of Starke died 
on Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 
Windsor Health and Rehabilitation 
Center in Starke after an extended 
illness. He was born on Sept. 21, 
1928 in Raiford to the late James 
M. Bradley, Sr. and Lizzie Mae 
(Treadwell) Bradley. He was a 
member of Kingsley Lake Baptist 
Church. Prior to retirement, he 
worked as a mechanical supervisor 
for a mining company. 

He is survived by: his wife of 65 
years, Evelyn W. Bradley of Starke; 
son, John L. (Nancy) Bradley, Jr. 
of Greensboro, Georgia; daughter, Melanie B. (Michael) Waters of 
Middleburg; sister, Carolyn B. O’Guinn of Lake City; and sister-in-
law, Martha Warren of Jacksonville. Also left are three grandchildren; 
six great-grandchildren; and many other family members. 

Funeral services were held April 21 at Kingsley Lake Baptist 
Church with Pastor Jonathan Rodriguez officiating. Arrangements 
are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, Starke. 

Joann Chandler
STARKE—Joann Chandler, 65, 

died on Monday, April 16, 2018 at 
her residence surrounded by her 
family. She was employed at Shands 
at Starke as an environmental 
service worker. She
was a member of True Vine 
Outreach Ministry.

 She is survived by: children, 
Delray (Shneka) Covington, 
Wyntriette Chandler, Centoya 
Chandler all of Starke; step-son, 
Donnie (Cheryl) Sewell, Atlanta, 
Georgia, stepdaughter, Mary 
Mitchell of Kissimmee; sisters, 
Johnnie Mae (James) Mosley 
Robins, Sandra Covington, 
Alphonso Covington all of Starke, 
Mattie Sue Anderson of Gainesville; six grandchildren; four step-
grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; and many other family 
members.

Funeral Services will be held 11:00 am on Saturday, April 28 
at True Vine Outreach Ministry, Starke with Elder Ross Chandler. 
Viewing will be on Friday, April 27 from 4-6 pm at True Vine 
Outreach Ministry. Professional services are entrusted to J. Hadley 
Funeral Home, Starke.

Antoinette Coss
STARKE— Antoinette “Toni” 

Johanna Coss passed away on 
Wednesday, April 18, 2018, in 
Orange Park at the age of 95.  
She was born May 16, 1922, in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to the 
late Frank and Antoinette Veronica 
Klein.  Toni spent her formative 
years in Pennsylvania; her adult 
years were spent predominantly 
in Phoenix, Arizona; Longmont, 
Colorado; and Starke.  The Catholic 
Church and her faith were a large 
part of her life and while living in 
Starke for over thirty years she was 
a faithful member of St. Edwards 
Catholic Church where she served 
in many leadership capacities 
including choir director, church organist, Altar Guild member and 
an active member of the League of Catholic Women.  Toni was 
an avid community supporter who served in volunteer capacities 
at the Starke hospital, local food pantry and the American Legion 
Auxiliary, serving as President multiple times.

She moved to Orange Park, Florida ten years ago from Sun City 
Center, after the death of her beloved husband, Richard. After moving 
there, she became a member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church.  She 
spent her final years at Spring Gardens Assisted Living of Orange 
Park, where the staff lovingly cared for her needs.

Toni loved her family and enjoyed caring for her grandchildren.  
She was preceded in death by: her loving husband of 58 years, 
Richard (Dick) Eugene Coss, her parents, Frank and Antoinette V. 
Klein, and her sister, Mary Elizabeth Klein Bobbin.  

She is survived by: her loving children including her three 
daughters and son, Karen (Merl) Roberts of Longmont, Colorado, 
Barbara (Terry) Nuss of Highland Haven, Texas, Mary Hinely of 
Orange Park, and Frank (Christin) Coss of Orlando. Also surviving 
her is one sister, Dorothy Julia Starzinski; ten grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.

Memorial services will be held Friday, April 27 at 4:00 pm in the 
chapel at Russell Haven of Rest. Visitation with the family will be 
held at 3:00 pm, one hour prior to the memorial service.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made in her 
memory to the Muscular Dystrophy Association https://www.mda.
org/

Arrangements are under the care of Russell Haven of Rest 
Cemetery, Funeral Home and Cremation Center, 2335 Sandridge 
Road, Green Cove Springs.  Family and friends may share their 
condolences at www.RHRFH.com

904-284-7720.
PAID OBITUARY

Bettie Denmark
STARKE— Bettie Sue Alderman 

Denmark, age 87, of Starke passed 
away Sunday, April 15, 2018 at 
Haven Hospice Custead Care 
Center in Orange Park. Bettie was 
born on June 9, 1930 in Oxford to 
the late Kie and Newell (Collier) 
Alderman and moved to Starke 
in 1955 from Lake City. She was 
a member of the First United 
Methodist Church of Starke. Prior 
to retirement, she worked as a 
registered nurse for many facilities 
including, the VA Medical Center in 
Lake City, Sunland Training Center 
in Gainesville (now Tacachale), 
MacClenny State Hospital, and Whispering Pines Nursing Home 
(now Riverwood). In addition to her parents she was preceded in 
death by: her husband, Dr. J.E. Denmark, Sr. 

Survivors are: her children, John E. Denmark of Orange Park, Stacey 
D. (David) Walker, Allison (Craig) Owens all of Brandon; sister, 
Frances Kennedy of Panama City. Also left are her grandchildren, 
Olivia Owens, Mitchell Owens, Cory Walker, Jarrod Walker, and 
Tyler Walker. The family will receive friends at the Dewitt C. Jones 
Chapel of Jones-Gallagher Funeral home on Saturday, April 28 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon with a graveside service at 1:00 at 
Crosby Lake Cemetery with Pastor Steve Conner officiating. In lieu 
of flowers contributions may be made to the Methodist Children’s 
Home, 51 Children’s Way, Enterprise, FL 32725. Arrangements are 
by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, Starke. 904-964-6200. 

PAID OBITUARY

Dr. Anthony Franklin
LAWTEY—The funeral service for Dr. Anthony J. Franklin 

will be held 10:00 am Saturday, April 28th, 2018  at The Bethel 
Church, 215 Bethel Baptist St. Jacksonville. The visitation will be 
held 5-7:00 pm, Friday, April 27th  at The Bethel Church Historic 
Sanctuary. Interment in Peetsville Cemetery, Lawtey, Monday April 
30th. Please sign the family guest book and view the video tribute 
@ www.tswarden.com. Arrange-ments in care of Funerals by T. S. 
Warden,   4315 N. Main Street, Jacksonville. 765-1234.

Ronald Folmer
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS—

Ronald Robert Folmer, age 72, 
of Keystone Heights passed away 
peacefully at Haven Hospice 
of Gainesville on the 18th day 
of April, 2018. He was born in 
Mansfield, Ohio to Dorthea Folmer 
and Nick Folmer on the 23rd day of 
Aug. 1945. Ron moved to Florida 
with his wife and two children in 
1978. Ron worked at In Home 
Medical, as manager delivering 
medical equipment for 14 years, 
he then provided the same services 
for Haven Hospice of Gainesville, 
Afterward, he started his own 
business from home, Ron Folmer 
Consulting. During his final days he was surrounded by abundant 
love, laughs, and the sharing of the fondest of memories. He was 
preceded in death by his sister, Carol Swetlic of Mansfield Ohio, and 
his mother and father.

He is survived by: his wife of 47
years, Many Folmer of Keystone Heights; sister, Marilynn Ferguson 
of Ashland, Ohio; sons, Jim (Diana) Folmer of Westerville, Ohio, 
Richie Folmer of Keystone Heights; daughters, Shelly Wolfgang-
Folmer of Mansfield Ohio, Heather Folmer Wood of Florahome; 
nine grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.

A celebration of life will be held at The Believer’s Worship Center 
in Melrose on the 28th day of April, at 2:00 pm. All friends and 
family are invited to join in the celebration of Ron’s life.

PAID OBITUARY

Edward Grabowski, Sr.
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS—Edward George “Eddie” Grabowski, 

Sr., age 73, of Keystone Heights passed away suddenly Thursday, 
April 19, 2018 in Gainesville.  He was born Feb. 21, 1945 in Jersey 
City, New Jersey to the late Edward C. and Sophie (Szewczuk) 
Grabowski. Mr. Grabowski has been a resident of Keystone Heights 
for the past 43 years; he was also a parishioner of St. William 
Catholic Church and a 3rd Degree Knight of Columbus. Following 
his twenty-five year career with Roadway Express as a driver, he 
then taught truck driving courses at Bradford Vo-Tech for six years.    
He enjoyed competing in Florida Truck Driving Championships in 
which he won state championship several times.  Playing tennis, 
volleyball, skiing, white water rafting and fishing are just some of 
the sports he enjoyed doing. Traveling, working hard, enjoying life 
and family were also great passions of his; he was always having fun 
and had a story to tell. 

Mr. Grabowski is survived by: his loving wife of 51 years, Linda 
(Sutter) Grabowski of Keystone Heights and their two children, Eddie 
Grabowski, Jr. of Keystone Heights and Barbara (James) Miller of 
Knoxville, Tennessee; two siblings, Frank (Maureen) Grabowski of 
North Carolina and Stephanie (Walter) Morris of Arizona.  Also left 
behind are two grandsons, Coty Collins and Jackson Beggs along 
with several nieces and nephews.  

Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Thursday, April 26 
in the Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home Chapel with Father Andrzej 
Mitera presiding. Interment will follow at a later date at the Keystone 
Heights Cemetery. In lieu of flowers donations can be made too: 
L.A.M., P.O. Box 1385, Keystone Heights, FL 32656; Wounded 
Warrior Project, or to GACTA, P.O. Box 357492, Gainesville Florida 
32635. Arrangements are under the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral 
Home, Keystone Heights. 352-473-3176.www.jonesgallagherfh.
com

PAID OBITUARY

William Henderson
LAWTEY— Mr. William L. Henderson passed away Saturday, 

April 7, 2018 in Gainesville. He was a resident of Lawtey. He was 
preceded in death by his father, Johnnie Lee Henderson and his sister, 
Marian V. Henderson Leach Miller.

He is survived by: son, Marcel Henderson; mother, Julia Hudson 
of Tallahassee; his baby sister, Shirley Henderson (Albert) Ransom; 
nephews, Albert Ranson Jr., mark Ransom, Frankie Miller, Anthony 
Miller, Greg Miller; niece, Constance Miller; aunts, Louise Hudson 
Hendrieth, Odell Hudson Virgil, Flora Hudson, and Bobby Hudson; 
three grandchildren and a host of grandnieces, nephews, cousins, and 
friends.

A private graveside service was held April 20 in Pine Grove 
Cemetery. Under the care of Forest Meadows Funeral Home, 
Gainesville.

PAID OBITUARY

Mary  Johnson
LAWTEY— Mary Jane Johnson, 

age 58,  a lifelong resident of Lawtey 
passed away on Tuesday, April 24, 
2018 at her residence with her loving 
family by her side.  Mary Jane was 
born in Lawtey on March 19, 1960 
to the Alma Crews Padgett and the 
late John Thomas “J.T.” Padgett.  
Mary Jane graduated from Bradford 
High School in 1978 and shortly 
after married the love of her life, 
Ronnie Johnson.  She enjoyed a 
long career as a Manager at Camp 
Blanding Conference Center.  Mary 
Jane also enjoyed owning and operating MJ’s Café in Lawtey with 
her husband.  She was a longtime member of Evergreen Baptist 
Church and was passionate about cooking. More than anything, she 
was devoted to her family and loved spending time with family and 
friends.  Mary Jane was preceded in death by: her father, J.T. Padgett 
and her brothers, Charlie Padgett and Thomas “Snorkey” Padgett.

Mary Jane is survived by: her loving husband of 39 years, Ronnie 
Johnson of Lawtey; her mother, Alma Crews Padgett of Lawtey; her 
children, Robbie (Tiffanie) Johnson of Starke, Carla Johnson and 
Mary Beth Johnson both of Lawtey; her brother, Ben (Elizabeth) 
Padgett of Lawtey; her sisters, Betty (Jerry) Fishburn of Lawtey, 
and Tammy (William) Hankerson of Starke; her sister-in-laws, Janet 
Padgett of Lawtey, and Marlane Padgett of Starke;  and grandchildren 
Delia Mae Johnson, McKenzie Johnson, Judson Rehberg, Maddyx 
Jane Rehberg.  

A Celebration of Mary Jane’s Life will be held on Friday, April 27 
at 11:00 a.m. at Evergreen Baptist Church in Lawtey with Pastor Kris 
Elkins and Brother Henry Hodges officiating.  Interment will follow 
at Lawtey Cemetery.  The family will receive friends at Evergreen 
Baptist Church in Lawtey on Thursday, April 26 from 6–8 p.m. 
Arrangements are under the care and direction of V. Todd Ferreira 
Funeral Services and Archie Tanner Memorial Chapel, Starke. 
904-964-5757. Visit www.ferreirafuneralservices.com  to sign the 
family’s guest book.

PAID OBITUARY

Pheobe McAvoy
STARKE— Pheobe Kathryn “Kay” McAvoy, 89, of Starke died 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 at Windsor Manor Health and Rehabilitation. 
She was born on Nov. 22, 1928 in Lock Haven, Pennsylvania to 
the late Harvey and Dorothy (Yeager) Berry and moved to Starke 
from Keystone Heights. She was a protestant and a homemaker. In 
addition to her parents she was preceded in death by her husband, 
Thomas McAvoy, Sr.; and sons, Thomas “Tom” McAvoy, Jr., and 
Kenneth McAvoy. 

Survivors are: her daughters, Cynthia (Mitchell) Williams of 
Middleburg, Susan Allen of Keystone Heights; grandchildren, 
Kathryn “Tina” (Jim) Hyers, Ashley (Holly) Payne, Jon (Donna) 
Allen, Robert (Caitlin) Hargis, Phillip (Abigail) Hargis, Matthew 
(Rosemary) Hargis, and Daniel Lozano. Also left are seventeen 
great-grandchildren; two great great-grandchildren; her niece, 
Helena Berry; and many loving relatives from Pennsylvania. Private 
family services will be at a later date. Arrangements are by Jones-
Gallagher Funeral Home of Starke.

Frances Rice
WORTHINGTON SPRINGS—Frances Delores Rice, 85, died on 

April 22, 2018 at Hospice facility in Gainesville. She was a member 
of Morning Star Baptist church in Worthington Springs. She was 
born to the late Campbell and Lillie Chesser in Lacrosse. She is 
preceded in death by: brothers, Walter, Edwin, and Curtis Chesser; 
sisters, Dorothy Cunningham and Pauline Harrell. 

She is survived by: children, Carl “Sonny” (Teresa) Bowman 
and Sandra Bowman Worrell; sister, Mary Chesser Phillips; five 
grandchildren; and two great- grandchildren.

A funeral service will be held on Thursday, April 26, 11:00 am, 
at Morning Star Baptist Church in Worthington Springs. The family 
will receive friends an hour prior for visitation. Arrangements are 
under the care of Archer Funeral Home, Lake Butler. 

Shaun Ritch
THERESSA— Shaun Andrew 

Ritch, age 51, of Theressa, passed 
away on Monday, April 23, 2018 at 
his residence with his loving family 
by his side.  He was born in Starke 
on Jan. 30, 1967 to Carrie “Mae” 
Hall Ritch and the late Jimmy 
Marks Ritch.  Shaun was a lifelong 
resident of Bradford County and 
graduated from Bradford High 
School in 1985.  Shaun loved the 
outdoors. In his younger years, 
Shaun enjoyed saddle bronc riding, 
rodeos, horseback riding and water 
skiing.  In his spare time, Shaun was an avid hunter and did a lot 
of his own taxidermy.  He met the love of his life, Christine Dawn 
Laaksonen (Wilson), and they were happily married during hunting 
season on Oct. 9, 1999. He was a jack of all trades and could do 
almost anything.  Shaun enjoyed his longtime career as a Vocational 
Instructor, III where he specialized in maintenance and electrical 
work at the Department of Corrections.  More than anything, Shaun 
loved his family, especially his new grandson, and he enjoyed 
spending time with them.  He was preceded in death by: his father, 
Jimmy Marks Ritch. 

Shaun is survived by: his loving wife of 18 years, Christine Dawn 
Ritch of Theressa; his daughter, Hunter Mae Ritch (Wade Collins) 
of Theressa; his step-son, Kyle (Nalani) Wilson of USAF-AZ; his 
mother, Carrie “Mae” Ritch of Starke; his sisters, Pamela (Joe) 
Lee of Satsuma, Debbie (Norman) Traylor of Lawtey, and Montez 
(David) Carter of Ft. McCoy; and his grandson, Cash Collins.

A Celebration of Shaun’s Life will be held on Thursday, April 26, 
2018 at 3:00 pm at Archie Tanner Memorial Chapel.  Interment will 
follow at Prevatt Cemetery in Starke.  The family will receive friends 
an hour prior to the visitation at the funeral home.  Arrangements 
are under the care and direction of Archie Tanner Funeral Services, 
Starke. 904-964-5757. Visit www.archietannerfuneralservices.com 
to sign the family’s guest book.

PAID OBITUARY
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Susan Voliva
STARKE— Susan St. John Voliva, 73, of Sevierville, Tennessee 

formerly of Starke, died Friday, March 30, 2018 in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee. She was born in Gainesville on Dec. 30, 1945 to the 
late Edwin Heath and Mary (Paulling) St. John. Prior to retirement 
she worked as a legal secretary. In addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her brother, Eddie St. John. 

Survivors are: her husband of 53 years, Doug Voliva of Sevierville; 
daughter, Samantha Voliva of Tennessee; brothers, Johnny (Kellye) 
McCormick, David (Kelly) McCormick all of Keystone Heights, 
and Jimmy McCormick of Gainesville; two grandchildren; and two 
great- grandchildren. 

A graveside service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 29 at 
Crosby Lake Cemetery. Local arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher 
Funeral Home of Starke. 

Thomas Whaley
STARKE— Thomas George 

“Tom” Whaley, age 85, of Starke 
passed away on Monday, April 23, 
2018 at North Florida Regional 
Medical Center in Gainesville after 
a brief illness. He was born on April 
22, 1933 in Detroit, Michigan to 
Archie and Ann Marie (Putkela) 
Whaley. Mr. Whaley retired in 
1994 after being a banker for 40 
years. He was a resident of Tampa 
before he and his wife moved to 
Starke 25 years ago. Tom was a 
member of Kingsley Lake Baptist 
Church where he served as Deacon 
for many years. He was also the 
Financial Secretary & Association Clerk with the New River Baptist 
Association in Starke. A veteran of the US Navy, Tom loved his 
church and was a devoted family man. He is preceded in death by his 
parents; and sisters, Dorothy Malkowski and Pat Foor. 

Tom is survived by: his beloved wife of 63 years, Barbara W. 
Whaley of Starke; daughters, Lynn Whaley of Starke, Kelli (Danny) 
Luke of Starke, Jana (Jerry) Revels of Starke, and Mindi (John) 
Raymond of Valrico; and sisters, MaryAnn DeMartino of Michigan, 
and Peggy Murphy of Tampa. Also left are his grandchildren, Erin 
(Lamar) Waters, Josh (Shelley) Luke, Kaitlyn (John) Nicula, Jolee 
(Timothy) Lee, Jerrica (David) Castellon, Jaren (Brad) Melvin, Jacie 
(Jeremy) Bias, Jake Sansom, Kyle Sansom, Tyler Raymond, Trevor 
Raymond, and Tanner Raymond; great-grandchildren, Kale Waters, 
Kanaan Waters, Kyson Waters, Raegan Luke, Judson Luke, Baylor 
Nicula, Brix Nicula, Kayden Lee, Koleson Lee, Paislee Sapp, and 
Layla Castellon; and along with many other family members and 
friends. 

The family will receive friends from 5–7 pm at DeWitt C. Jones 
Chapel on Thursday, April 26. Memorial services will be 11:00 am 
Friday, April 27, 2018 at Kingsley Lake Baptist Church with Pastor 
Jonathan Rodriguez, Pastor Zeb Cook, and Pastor Ron Kimbrell 
officiating. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the 
Missions Program at Kingsley Lake Baptist Church, 6289 Mary Dot 
Lane, Starke, FL 32091 or to New River Baptist Association, P.O. 
Box 358, Starke, FL 32091. Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher 
Funeral Home, Starke. 904-964-6200. www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

60th wedding anniversary
Pete and Ethel Douglas were married on May 3, 1958 in North 

Charleston, South Carolina at Cooper River Baptist Church. 
They have four children, Sandy Douglas, Susan (Don) Davis, Scott 

Douglas and Sarah (Mark) Savage. They also have six grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren.  

A celebration is planned for Saturday, May 5th from 2-4 pm at 
Brooker Baptist Church, Brooker. Friends and family are invited to 
come celebrate with us.

Pete and Ethel Douglas, 1958

Pete and Ethel Douglas

Dear Editor:
Tonight, a town hall meeting, if 

you want to describe it that way, 
was held out at the Starke Golf 
and Country Club. Good turnout, 
lots of folks asking questions. 
But we didn’t get to ask the meat 
and potatoes questions of what is 
to come. 

The focus shifted to the 
flooding issues our county and 
the City of Starke endured during 
our last hurricane, and myself 
and several others and especially 
the Sheriffs Office are working 
hard to get this problem, if not 
fixed, making it less severe. It’s 
an important issue, one that 
demands full attention. But 
there’s more going on in this 
county than water management 
and flooding.

Where are we headed?
Recently, a group of folks were 

hand picked to decide how much 
we all as taxpayers should pay for 
fire protection that includes entry 
level salaries that are thousands 
more than major-metro cities, 
and our neighboring counties. 
They want us to approve a $200 a 
year assessment for fire services, 
not bothering to think how 
that will impact several folks. 
Why give them more money to 
mishandle?

The only sensible thing I’ve 
read as a result of these meetings 
from this “committee” is from 
the publisher of this newspaper. 
They forget who the average 

taxpayer or citizen is in this 
county. And he is spot on. 

The BoCC has overspent their 
budget 4 years in a row, and this 
past fiscal year will show the 
same. They have been warned 
repeatedly if they continue on 
this course, by the Clerk and 
Finance Director, we will be 
broke in 2-3 years. 

That being said, their next 
budget will be a pure guess. They 
have no idea what the economic 
impact will be when 70% of 
the traffic that comes through 
Starke, where most of the fuel 
is sold, where most of the retail 
sales transactions are made. We 
collect 6 cents on every gallon of 
gas, 7 cents on every gallon of 
diesel and 1 cent on every retail 
purchase. 

When 25,000 to 28,000 
vehicles are rerouted, and most 
drive these days by GPS, taking 
them to the next town with easier 
access, that income is going to 
take a hit. We rely on that just to 
maintain. 

So what lies ahead?  Tough 
choices. Once the income wasn’t 
what it was, you will see higher 
taxes, assessments, which is 
basically a hidden tax, and fees. 
Then, when that isn’t enough, 
they’ll cut services. Usually it’s 
things like Library hours being 
cut, and non-essential jobs like 
administrative assistants that will 
get hit first. And then...they’ll 
cut an ambulance. Or close the 

solid waste collection sites a 
couple days a week. Furlough 
employees. 

Anything they can do to keep 
their fingers in the dam.

We pay taxes for core services. 
Those are public safety, roads and 
infrastructure, sanitation. The 
rest is fluff. If the 5 can’t make 
the County Manager make these 
department heads stay in their 
budget, which he administers, 
then maybe a change is needed. 

I heard a commissioner paint 
a rosy picture about the bypass, 
saying that it is an opportunity. 
He’s right, but without 
infrastructure in place, it is a 
lost one. Those folks will go to 
Waldo, Hawthorne and Baldwin 
to get their fuel and food.  

You might ask, “well, you’re 
so smart, what’s the solutions”?  
I can’t answer that. I’m afraid 
there is none, as it is too late. Let 
what’s gonna be happen. That’s 
all I can offer up. 

I hope I’m wrong and our 
County doesn’t end up on the 
wrong side of this. If you want to 
see what a bypass does to a town, 
like I-95 or I-75, look at Jasper, 
Hawthorne, and drive up 301 
to Folkston Georgia and you’ll 
have a good idea. 

When your services are 
cut, and your taxes, fees and 
assessments are levied to the 
max, only then will a change 
occur, unfortunately by that time 
it will be too late. 

Paul McDavid
Bradford County Resident

Dear Editor:
This is a response to two 

recent articles that appeared 
in the April 12th & 19th Lake 
Region Monitor regarding school 
security in Clay County.

The first one (12th) reported 
on a school board meeting 
wherein it was established that 
teachers would not be armed as 
part of the new security measures 
because “turning them into law 
enforcement officers is not worth 
considering.” I’m assuming the 
point of this proclamation was to 
say, “We’re not forcing teachers 
to carry firearms,” but I’m not 
aware of anyone advocating for 
teachers to put on badges and 
patrol the community. However, 
if a teacher is already a licensed 
concealed carrier, what would be 
the problem with them carrying 
during school hours?

There’s this idea that a firearm 
is a sentient and malevolent force, 
a danger by proximity, unless 
carried by someone in a uniform. 
But why? Is there a concern that 
students will gang up and take the 
gun from the teacher? If teachers 
were carrying concealed, no one 
would know who has the guns. 
The exact opposite is the case 
with uniformed guards. As for 
the specific guerrilla tactics to 
take them down, I’ll decline to 
go into details. The point is, there 
seems to be an internal concern 
here aside from just dissuading 
would-be shooters. Of course, 
this is entirely theoretical 
because on the flip-side, with 
some of the teachers I’ve seen 
at the school board meetings, I 
understand completely. So it’s a 
complex issue.

I will add that it’s pathetic 
that all of this even needs to be 
discussed in the first place. The 
last paragraph in the first article 
is a quote by Janice Kerekes, 
where she reminds us that people 
come to Clay County for the 
schools. Well, now that they’re 
turning into scum pits requiring 
armed guards, we’ll see for 
how long. Back in my day, the 
only issues were drunkenness, 
teen pregnancy, occasional 
score-settling violence (black 
eyes, busted lips), students 
popping pills in the back of 
class, chewing tobacco on the 
bus, sexual activity on campus, 
students coming in so high they 
could barely stand up and needed 
help getting from class to class, 
pervasive X-rated conversation, 
pornography on the lunch table, 
and other mild stuff like that. I 
guess general safety had to make 
its exit at some point and we’ll 

get to be like the other schools 
soon enough.

In the second article (19th), 
we learn that a tax increase is 
in the talks for Clay County to 
supplement security funding 
because the money coming from 
the state will be insufficient. 
It was suggested that it would 
be more palatable if it were 
advertised as being strictly 
allocated to security purposes, 
and... blah blah blah, the typical 
crap. Always more funding for 
declining service, Federal, state, 
local; doesn’t matter.

But what’s incredible is the 
superintendent regretted this 
mandate couldn’t have come 
sooner, when it could have been 
better met with money that 
was given instead as pay raises 
to school staff. The invented, 
six-figure positions he created 
for his political allies and 
Duval buddies, of course, were 
not mentioned. The massive 
waste on specialized materials 
pertaining to state standards was 
not mentioned. The increased 
classroom usage of tablets and 
laptops along with their Google 
training and program packages 
that make your children dumber 
while tracking them was omitted. 
The sucking plague of the 
transportation budget was left 
off the table. Parasitic charter 
schools and other programs that 
solicit the system for $ weren’t 
considered. Extraneous and 
nebulous positions like school 
psychologists and “reading 
coaches” are safe for now.

Notice how, as a general 
practice, the answer is for the 
bureaucracy to always increase. 
No matter what, more funding 
and more overreach is always 
the way out. Suppose a system 
is spotted to be dysfunctional. 
Instead of removing it, a new 
system will be put in place to 
amend or absorb the old one, 
bigger than before. More reams 
of policy, more taxes, more 
legislation, more departments. 
Much like Feinstein seeing an 
opportunity to grab the guns, 
government in Florida has 
seen an opportunity to expand 
allocations within the school 
system to bolster its say.

As the sheriff’s office puts 
officers in the schools, a further 
governmental continuum will 
arise in an ongoing attempt for 
the whole thing to legitimize 
itself. What was long ago a 
simple school house where 
children went to learn to read 
and write, solve problems, and 
analyze history is now a cold and 
litigious facility—a monolith in 
the heart of town seeking its own 
ends, influenced by forces outside 
the community and absorbing the 
future to manufacture its own.

Ah yes, the Dark Lord will now 
demand higher tribute from your 
property tithes, just as it lovingly 
demands your children for thirty 
hours a week with the threat of 
prison. That it sees them more 
than you do is of no concern, 
because the change agents who 
have infiltrated the system and 
the people who are completely 
out of their league on the board, 
and the social justice warrior 
teachers with their union bosses 
who are inducted in the NEA’s 
halls of left- wing liberality 
from the get-go are going to take 
excellent care of them.

“People come to Clay County 
for the schools.” Ignorance from 
reputation, I’m afraid. When the 
school was an outgrowth of the 
real reason it was good (because of 
the community), the proposition 
was tenable. But there has been 
a divergence, and it is nothing 
more than a useful fiction. It will 
even itself out. There has been a 
dereliction of duty on the part of 
the community to make sure the 
schools have stayed on track and 
we got FCAT, Common Core, 
change agents, brat teachers, 
queer organizations, suicide 
pacts, shooting threats, and God 
only knows what’s on deck.

You are absolutely meant to 
be overwhelmed. As the school 
system expands, an intentional 
side effect is for it to seem bigger 
than it is, to throw you in its 
shadow and establish its authority. 
This lessens your belief in the 
ability to resist its demands, and 
while you are left to feel that you 
can ceremoniously voice your 
disagreement with its policy, you 
can never tell it, “No.”

And you’ll probably keep on 
taking it, just as the school is 
counting on. The sports teams 
and Facebook are just too 
important to worry too much 
about what’s going on at the 
school. It’s Clay County, and 
you’re pretty sure everything is 
going pretty well, so you’ll send 

your kids, tell them to study for 
their tests, do their homework, 
and hope for the best.

Or you could start looking 
into what is and has been going 
on in your community, get some 
willpower, get fanatical, and get 
to work cleaning this garbage 
up. Its legitimacy is completely 
dependent on your consent—you 
have power. Even if you want to 
claim Clay County is better than a 
bunch of other districts out there, 
that’s not saying much and it is 
still a minuscule fraction of what 
it could be—and that’s a crime 
against the families sending their 
children there.

Sincerely, 
Jaymes Neal Strickland

Thank you
The Pleasant Grove Action 

Group and Community would like 
to Thank everyone for a successful 
2nd Come Together Day on 
March 24th. Special Thanks to 
our County Commissioners Mr. 
Chris Dougherty and Mr. Kenny 

Thompson for their support 
and financial assistance. We 
would also like to thank all who 
participated in program, the 
planning committee, those who 
decorated and helped set up and 
take down the Park. The team 
work was outstanding. Special 
thanks to Keith  Arderly (D. J. 
Outlaw), Renwick Tyson and the 
staff of Total Blessings BBQ, 
David McMillian for also being 
a master griller, Kim Paige and 
Sandra Shell for games, Emmali 
J. Blye for face painting, Braxton 
Britt for the Bounce House, 
Terry Wells the Magician, Sheriff 
Gordon Smith and staff, Chief 
Shane Bennett of Lawtey, Locker-
room T-Shirts of Keystone, 
and the Porta Potty Company 
and all those on serving team.  
Good food, good fellowship and 
renewed friendships and precious 
memories were all apart of this 
day. Looking forward to another 
beautiful event in 2020. 

  The Planning Committee 

KHHS baseball 
team gets 
12-1 district 
win over P.K. 
Yonge

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Andrew Cox drove in the first 
run of the game and the last two 
runs of the game as the Keystone 
Heights High School baseball 
team defeated District 5-5A 
opponent P.K. Yonge 12-1 in five 
innings on April 20 in Keystone.

Cox’s RBI off a sacrifice fly in 
the bottom of the first and Cole 
Mattox’s two-run single in the 
second would give the Indians 
(9-12, 6-6) the only runs they’d 
need. Cox ended the game when 
he drove in two runs off a double 
in the fifth, which put the mercy 
rule into effect.

Cox finished with the three 
RBI. Conner Osteen, who went 
2-for-4, drove in three runs as 
well.

Mattox, who went 3-for-3, and 
Alex Kanos, who went 2-for-2, 
each had two RBI.

Osteen pitched all five innings, 
giving up three hits and no walks. 
He struck out five.

The Indians entered the game 
off an 8-4 loss at North Marion 
on April 17.

Trey Alsabrook’s solo home 
run tied the game at 1-1 in the top 
of the fourth, but North Marion 
answered with five runs in the 
bottom of the inning.

Alsabrook, who also hit a 
double, went 3-for-4 with three 
RBI, while Colten Crane went 
2-for-3 with an RBI. Kaison 
Harvey went 2-for-4.

Keystone played Ridgeview 
this past Tuesday and Clay on 
Wednesday, April 25. The Indians 
cap the regular season with a 
road game against Buchholz on 
Thursday, April 26, at 7 p.m.

The District 5 tournament, 
which Keystone is hosting, 
begins Monday, April 30, with 
games at 1 p.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
The semifinals will be played at 
4 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 1, and the championship on 
Thursday, May 3, at 7 p.m.

Matchups were not known at 
press time as a district game still 
had to be played to determine 
seeding.
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UCHS parts 
ways with boys’ 
basketball 
coach Jefferson

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Five years removed from 
guiding the Union County High 
School boys’ basketball team 
to a second straight Final Four 
appearance — a school first — 
Rufus Jefferson has been fired as 
head coach.

The move comes 
approximately three weeks after 
Bradford High School parted 
ways with its boys’ basketball 
coach, Adrian Chandler.

“Our basketball program has 
not quite been what we felt like 
it should’ve been over the last 
four, five years,” Union Athletic 
Director Ronny Pruitt said. 
“(Jefferson) had a good run. It 
was time for a fresh start, to go in 
a new direction.”

Under Jefferson, who was 
head coach for nine years, the 
Tigers won district and regional 
championships in 2011-12 to 
advance to just the second Final 
Four in school history. Union 
lost 56-53 to Hawthorne in the 
state semifinals and finished the 
season with a 15-14 record.

The following season, Union 
was district runner-up, but won 
another regional championship 
in getting back to the state 
tournament. The Tigers lost 
76-51 to West Gadsden in the 
state semifinals and finished the 
season with a 17-13 record.

Union has struggled since, 
going a combined 46-86 and not 
advancing beyond the district 
tournament. The Tigers did go 
18-8 in 2015-16, but saw their 
season come to an end in the 
district tournament semifinals for 
the third straight year.

Jefferson, who coached 19 
years at UCHS and Lake Butler 
Middle School — boys and girls 
— as well as being a football 
coach at both schools during that 
time, said he was asked to resign 
and was told it would look better 
if he did so. He said he didn’t 
understand why that would look 
better, adding he had no intention 
of resigning.

“I was definitely hurt, 
especially with the way it 
happened,” he said.

The coach, who also won’t be 
back on the football sidelines, 
indicated the decision was 
based on more than on-the-
court success, but would only 
say, “It’s a bunch of foolishness 
that happened. I’m not going to 
comment on that part.”

 What he will comment on 
is the joy he had working with 
young people and trying to 
prepare them for life as adults. 
Jefferson said he tried to make 
kids understand they wouldn’t 
play sports all their lives.

“My goal was to teach them 
to be the best people they could 
be,” he said.

That’s why when asked what 
he would remember the most 
aside from those two Final Four 
trips, Jefferson said, “The great 
kids that I’ve coached, that I’ve 
helped mentor and that I’ve 
watched grow up and become 
good young men and women.”

Jefferson said he’s received 
several job offers and is currently 
considering taking a position at 
one of two schools.

Pruitt, as of April 19, said the 
head coaching position would be 
posted shortly, adding that there 
was no rush to hire someone.

“We’re going to look into it 
and do some research and do 
the best we can to get the right 
person in there,” Pruitt said. 
“It’s a program that needs to be 
rebuilt.”

Jefferson

The Lake Butler Middle School 4x4 relay team is 
advancing to the state meet, May 12 in Bradenton. 
Pictured are   L-r : Hunter Vedder, Martin Odum, Malcolm 
Odum, and Brycen Boney.

Lake Butler Middle 
team advances to state

Tigers capture Suwannee Middle softball title
BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Nyasia Williams’ RBI single 
in the top of the fifth didn’t 
seem to have much significance 
at the time, as it merely padded 
Lake Butler Middle School’s 
lead, but in the end it turned 
out to be the difference in the 
Tigers’ 13-12 win over Ruth 
Rains in the Suwannee Middle 
Athletic Conference softball 
championship game, which 
was played April 19 in Fort 
White.

Williams’ hit put the Tigers 
(12-3) up 13-4, but Ruth Rains 
scored eight runs in the final 
three innings and had the tying 
run at the plate in the bottom 
of the seventh. Pitcher Breanna 
Melton recorded a strikeout, 
bringing a dramatic close to 
Lake Butler’s first SMAC title 
since 2014.

Lake Butler Head Coach 
Tommy Nettles described the 
game as “one of those kinds 
that makes your heart stop.”

“I knew it was going to be 
a tough game,” Nettles said. 
“I told the girls, ‘We’ve got to 
fight to the end.’ They did.”

Lake Butler scored five runs 
in the top of the third to take 
a 12-3 lead. With one out, 
Tamiea Young and Madison 
Johnson each hit an RBI single 
before Starla Vaughn’s sacrifice 
fly pushed another run across. 
Williams hit an RBI double, 
followed by Angela Tucker 
driving in a run on a single 
to give the Tigers a nine-run 
cushion.

Ruth Rains changed pitchers 
in the third inning. After the 
change, the Tigers had only 
three hits in 4.1 innings. Two 
of those occurred in the fifth, 
allowing Lake Butler to score 
what would prove to be the 
game winner. Johnson led the 
inning off with a bunt single. 
After Vaughn drew a walk, 
Williams hit a single that scored 
Johnson.

Things looked good, but 
Nettles knew the game wasn’t 
in the bag. In last year’s SMAC 
tournament, Lake Butler built 
a 6-0 lead against Ruth Rains 
before eventually losing.

Ruth Rains scored three runs 
in the bottom of the fifth, taking 
advantage of two singles, a 
ground out, an error and a 
passed ball. In the sixth, Ruth 
Rains made it 13-10, scoring 
three runs off four singles and 
a hit batter.

“They’ve got some heavy 
hitters,” Nettles said of Ruth 
Rains. “You’ve got to give 
them credit. They hung in there 
themselves. They wanted this 
game, too.”

Then came the final inning. 
Ruth Rains’ leadoff batter 
reached on an error, which 
allowed her to advance to 
third. That runner scored on a 
ground out. The inning’s third 
batter reached on a single, stole 
second and third, and scored on 
ground out to make it a one-run 
game. Ruth Rains’ final batter 
struck out looking on a 2-2 
count.

“Our pitcher was getting 
tired,” Nettles said. “I could 
tell, but she did a good job. She 
hung in there.”

To get to the championship 
game, the Tigers defeated Fort 
White 8-6.

“We’re just so proud of these 
girls. That’s all I can say,” 
Nettles said “We’re so proud 
of them. They played hard all 
season to get here.”

Melton pitched every 
inning in both semifinal and 
championship games. She 
recorded seven strikeouts in the 
win over Fort White and six in 
the win over Ruth Rains.

Williams led the batters over 
the course of the two games 
with a .778 average. Tucker 
batted .667, while Vaughn and 
Young batted .556 and .500, 
respectively.

Other members of this year’s 
team are: Hayley Burke, Emily 
Chapman, McKenzie Clemons, 
Kindall Johnson, Lilly Neal 
and Maggie Thomas. Leann 
Dicks was the bat girl.

Assistant coaches were 
Melissa Shope and Bubba 
Vaughn.

Nettles, who is in his eighth 
year as head coach, has now 
led the team to four SMAC 
championships. The team won 
three in a row in 2012, 2013 
and 2014.

Emily Chapman (left) takes a lead at first.

Above: McKenzie Clemons 
makes her way to third.

Left: Breanna Melton 
earned the win with 
a complete-game 
performance. She also 
threw a complete game in 
a semifinal win over Fort 
White.

Right: Angela Tucker eyes 
home plate as she takes a 
lead at first base.

The Lake Butler Middle School softball team is pictured with Becky 
Nettles, the wife of head coach Tommy Nettles, after winning the SMAC 
championship. “We were dedicating this game to her,” Tommy Nettles 
said of his wife, who has cancer. Pictured (l-r) are: Kindall Johnson, Lilly 
Neal, Madison Johnson, bat girl Leann Dicks, Angela Tucker, Hayley Burke, 
Becky Nettles, McKenzie Clemons, Breanna Melton, Tameia Young, Nyasia 
Williams, Starla Vaughn, Maggie Thomas and Emily Chapman. Not pictured: 
coaches Tommy Nettles, Melissa Shope and Bubba Vaughn.

Right: Nyasia 
Williams takes 
a swing early in 
the game. She 
led the Lake 
Butler batters 
over the course 
of the SMAC 
tournament and 
drove in what 
proved to be the 
game-winning 
run in the 
championship 
game.

Tameia Young bats for the Tigers.

Starla Vaughn connects on a successful swing.
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BY BRANDON LUDWIG
Special to the Telegraph-

Times-Monitor
Last week was a busy one for 

the Lady Indians. After taking 
home a 4-1 loss vs Gainesville, 
the Indians returned home on 
Tuesday night for the first time in 
nearly a month, with something 
to prove for Senior Night. 

The girls faced another county 
softball titan, the Clay High Blue 
Devils, in a game that would have 
multiple momentum swings.

In front of yet another packed 
crowd, the Indians and Blue 
Devils played crisply on defense 
in a solid game, where the first 
score wouldn’t come until the 
sixth inning, when hits from 
Ashleigh Jennings, Bailey Story, 
and Lexi Northway loaded the 
bases. A massive triple from 
Molly Crawford, right down the 
first base line would bring in all 
three runners to put Keystone up 
3-0, but Crawford was tagged out 
at home, preventing the home 
run.

In the top of the seventh 
however, Clay High was also 
able to load the bases, and after 
an error in right field, tied up the 
score. The Indians wouldn’t be 
able to make anything happen in 
the bottom of the seventh inning, 
sending the game into extra 
innings. A strikeout from Pitcher 
Megan Moncrief, and two outs 
made by Savannah Channell and 
Lexi Northway, put the game 
back into the hands of Keystone.

Ashton Ludwig started the 
rally for the team, punching out a 
single into a hole between center 
and left field. Ashleigh Jennings 
kept the rally going with a hard-

hit grounder into right field, 
putting her on first and moving 
Ludwig into scoring position. 
Lexi Northway stepped up next, 
and cranked out another big hit, 
sending the ball into right field, 
to bring Ludwig across the plate 
for the game winning run.

A matchup versus Trenton 
was slated for Friday, and after 
the tragic deaths of two law 
enforcement officers that had 
occurred, the game had an 
entirely new meaning for both 
teams. 

By the next day, Keystone 
Heights High School’s Student 
Government Team, along with 
the help of parents and teachers, 
was able to organize signed 
posters, along with donations 
from KHHS and Keystone 
Elementary, to help donate 
more than $100 to both families 
affected, which were presented 
to the Trenton Tiger softball 
players in an emotion-filled 

pregame ceremony.
This was also a close one 

throughout, with the game 
coming down to two dominant 
pitchers, and which defense 
would make the first error. While 
Keystone drew first blood, with 
Cami Worley bringing Megan 
Moncrief across the plate for 
the Indians after a hard-hit 
single in the top of the second 
inning, Trenton would respond 
back in the bottom of the fourth 
by bringing a runner across 
the plate after a bunt, to tie the 
game. Trenton would pull ahead 
by the final margin of 2-1, after 
a fielder’s choice play with bases 
loaded allowed a runner to cross 
home again, leaving Keystone to 
finish the regular season with a 
record of 16-9.

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you information 
about our qualifications and experience.

STARKE LANDSCAPE & OUTDOORS

MAY 12th

OPEN 7am-3pm

FREE HOTDOGS AND HAMBURGERS

From 11am-2pm

3rd  Annual

 904-964-3112
      1469 S Walnut St. 
        Starke, FL 32091

AIR CONDITIONED BUILDING
SATURDAY MAY 12TH @ 10 AM

PREVIEW 9:00 AM UNTIL SALE

ESTATE AUCTION

WE WILL BE SELLING AT PUBLIC AUCTION A LIVING ESTATE 
FROM GAINESVILLE, FL PLUS CONTENTS OF A LOCAL-

WAREHOUSE CONTAINING LOTS OF TOOLS &  HARDWARE, 
COLLECTIBLES, FURNITURE, &  HOME DECOR.CALL FOR 

RESERVE 
SEATING

Concessions 
will be 

Available 

The Keystone Heights High School softball team honors 
fallen Trenton deputies.

Keystone softball finishes regular 
season with tribute to Trenton officers

Bradford’s softball season ends in district quarterfinals
BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Fifth seed Newberry scored 
six runs in the second inning 
in handing the Bradford High 
School softball team a 9-6 loss 
in the quarterfinals of the District 
5-5A tournament on April 24 in 
Keystone Heights.

Bradford, the tournament’s 
fourth seed, ended its season with 
an 8-14 record, while Newberry 
(12-12) advanced to the April 25 
semifinals to play number-one 
seed Keystone.

After falling behind 2-0 in the 
top of the first, the Tornadoes tied 
the score in the bottom half of the 
inning. Emily McCoy, who drew 
a walk, scored on Harli Phillips’ 
double. Phillips later scored on a 
Savana Shealey single.

Newberry, though, scored 
six runs in the second, taking 
advantage of four hits, two errors 
and a hit batter.

Maggie Olive relieved starting 
pitcher Shealey and held the 

Panthers in check, giving up 
one unearned run in five innings 
on five hits and no walks. She 
finished with five strikeouts after 
striking out the side in the top of 
the seventh.

Shealey drove in two runs 
and went 3-for-4, while Olive, 
Phillips, Shianne Cassels and 
Brooklyn Wiggins each drove 
in one run. Wiggins went 2-for-
4, while Cassels and Jaycea 
Edwards each went 2-for-3.

The Tornadoes entered the 
tournament off a 15-0, three-
inning win over visiting Bishop 
Snyder on April 20.

After scoring four runs in the 
first, Bradford scored eight in the 
second, which featured a bases-
clearing double by Olive with 
the bases loaded and a two-run 
double by Shealey.

Olive, who went 2-for-2, and 
Cassels, who hit a triple, each 
had three RBI. Phillips went 
2-for-3 with two doubles and 
two RBI, while Shealey and 

Macy Connor each had two RBI 
as well. Edwards had one RBI, 
while Gracie Blankenship went 
2-for-3.

Olive earned the win, giving 
up no hits and one walk. She 
struck out four.

Prior to playing Bishop 
Snyder, the Tornadoes dropped 
games against West Nassau and 
Ridgeview.

Bradford was held to two hits 
in a 12-1 loss to visiting West 
Nassau on April 17. One of those 
hits was a double by Phillips that 
scored Wiggins in the bottom of 
the fourth to make the score 8-1.

On April 19, Bradford lost 
13-5 at Ridgeview. The host 
Panthers scored 10 runs in the 
first two innings.

All of the Tornadoes’ runs 
occurred in the fourth innings 
when Blankenship hit an RBI 
double and Markayla Sanford 
cleared the bases with a bases-
loaded double.

Shortstop Brooklyn Wiggins tries to 
corral a ground ball in the second inning.

Savannah Seeley makes a throw from right 
field.

Krista Hildebran looks for an opportunity to score from 
third in the fifth inning.

Harli Phillips stands on third in the bottom of the first. 
She would eventually score to tie the game at 2-2.

Jaycea Edwards rounds 
third to score a run in the 
second inning.

Shianne Cassels was one 
of four batters to get at 
least two hits.

Maggie Olive gave up 
one unearned run in five 
innings of relief.

Jaycea Edwards slides 
safely into third in the 
fourth inning.
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Sales, Property Management, 
and Rentals

NENA L. JORDAN, BROKER
6835 STATE RD 21 N.
SUITE 2
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FL 32656 

352-478-8013
904-252-3175

lakeregionrealestate@gmail.com
www.lrrer.com

We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

Become a pilot today!

1-844-735-9262

Florida
Tractor Repair In

c

Semi Truck Repair
24 HR Road Service & Towing

386-623-3095

24 HR Road Service & Towing
Tire Service
Welding
Fabrication
Parts & Supplies

Semi Trucks, Trailers, Rv’s & Heavy 
Equipment, Sale Tires, Engine 
Overhauls & Rebuilds Diagnostics

10875 US Hwy 301 S, Hampton

Smith & Smith Realty
415 E. Call Streetsmithandsmithrealty.com

This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00

 CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.

415 East Call Street, Starke

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

Call 904-964-6305 to 
have your business 
featured in the Meet 

You Merchant Section.

Melissa Gillenwaters

NOW SELLING

 
Smith & Smith Realty

415 East Call Street
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-9222

www.smithandsmithrealty.com

from

This is the perfect starter home!
Home is near schools, library and downtown Starke.

3BR/1 ½ BA 1629 Sq. Ft.
$85,000.00

Call Tom Smith to schedule your showing.

HUGE TIRE SALE!

Bradford, Clay & Union CountyBradford, Clay & Union County

Semi Trucks, Trailers, rv’s & Heavy 
EquipmEnT, We Sale NeW & usEd TireS, 

perform EngiNe DiagNoSticS,  
ovErHaulS & rebuilDs 

FREE GIFT SET 
with any 
purchase

of two
Merle Norman

Products 

Spring fed KINGSLEY LAKE LOT with 124’ of lake frontage 
and an 8-year-old boathouse and dock.

$785,000.00
Call Marty Shaw to schedule your showing.
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WE DO ALIGNMENTS!

If you have ever thought 
about investing in residential 
real estate rentals, you have 
probably heard horror stories 
regarding tenants trashing 
the property, landlords losing 
money, problems involving 
the eviction of nightmare 
renters and out of control 
remodeling projects.

While these types of cases 
do happen, smart investors 
who think ahead, can avoid 
most of these headaches.

Nena Jordan and her 
husband Alex, of Lake 
Region Real Estate, have 
been involved in real estate 
sales, property management, 
construction and engineering 
for over 30 years, allowing 
both of them to learn the ups 
and downs, and ins and outs of 
renting and selling residential 
property.  

Nena and Alex became 
involved in real estate on 
Sanibel Island, when she was 
working as an administrative 
assistant at a real estate firm.  

“The more I got involved, 
the more I enjoyed it,” she 
recalled of the job.  “Therefore, 
Alex and I decided that we 
would both get our real 
estate licenses and see what 
happens.  My first year, I sold 
four condominiums on the 
beach, and you don’t have to 
sell too many of those to make 
a good living.  It was also on 
Sanibel, where Nena first 
began managing rentals for a 
condominium development.  
She said, “managing rental 
properties, takes a completely 

different attitude and skill set 
versus selling.”

“It’s totally different,” she 
said.  “Both have to do with 
real estate, however, the 
paperwork and rules involved 
are completely different.”  

According to Nena, here are 
a few practices landlords can 
enact to make their lives a lot 
easier and profitable.

1. Start with a 
budget.

Make sure the numbers 
work.  You have to know the 
prevailing rental rates, and 
you need to recognize issues 
that may affect the rental rate.  
For example, only having one 
bathroom.

2. Closely watch 
repair projects and 
costs

One of the most critical 
components of realizing 
profits in rentals, are repair 
costs.  Those costs can 
quickly spiral out of control 
if you don’t closely monitor 
your contractors.  Nena 
recommends that you never 
pay contractors by the hour 
involving major jobs.  And, 
always have a not-to-exceed 
quoted amount.  Set timelines 
and monitor the progress of 
the job.  Get more than one 
quote, preferably at least three 

quotes.  Also, stay on top of 
the contractor, make weekly 
visits, confirming that the job 
is on track with your timeline.  

Watch out for low ball 
quotes and estimates.  
Occasionally, an overly-
eager repair man may agree 
to an unreasonably low price, 
realizing that he can’t make 
money on the project, and 
begin  cutting corners, or 
may even abandon the job.

Hold back 25 percent of 
the agreed upon cost, being 
paid to the contractor once 
the work has been done and 
approved.

     

3. Know the Law
Florida law allows tenants 

certain rights, and the 
landlord, who does not know 
or follow the                 rules, 
could be stuck with a problem 
renter for months or longer.

4. Monitor and take 
care of your renters

A problem tenant can turn 
into a landlord’s nightmare.  
That’s why Lake Region 
Real Estate runs credit and 
background checks on all 
applicants.  Once a renter 
has moved in, Nena and Alex 
conduct drive-bys to see 
how tenants are maintaining 
the outside of the property.  
“If the outside looks bad,” 

she said, “then the inside is 
probably not being taken 
care of.”  In that case, we 
will make an appointment to 
perform a random walk-thru 
of the property.

Most tenants are hard-
working, honest people.  
However, even with the best 
tenants, things can still go 
wrong.  And, if the renter 
begins to get behind on rental 
payments, Nena tries to work 
with them.  Happy Renters 
make Happy Landlord’s!

5.  Hire a manager
Property Managers, like 

Lake Region Real Estate, can 
take the hassle out of rental       
residences.

Property owners who hire 
managers, don’t have to screen 
tenants, make inconvenient 
repairs, collect rent or deal 
with the other duties of 
property management.

If you are thinking of 
renting one of your properties, 
call Nena or Alex at 352-478-
8013.   

Or, visit them at their office, 
located at 6835 S.R. 21 North, 
Keystone Heights.  Next 
door to the Circle K at the 
intersection of CR 352 and 
SR 21.  You can meet Buddy!  
Just be sure to bring him a 
treat! 

5 tips for landlords, making life easier and more profitable 

Nena and Buddy
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40
Notices

EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY.  All real 
estate advertising in 
this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Federal Fair 

Housing Act of 1968 in 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation or 
discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin, 
or an intention to make 

any such preference, 
limitation or discrimina-
tion.”  Familial status 
includes children under 
the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women 
and people securing 
custody of children un-
der 18.  This newspa-
per will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate in which 
is in violation of the law.  
Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777, the toll-free 
telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.  For 
further information call 
Florida Commission on 
Human Relations, Lisa 
Sutherland 850-488-
7082 ext #1005 

42
Motor Vehicles 
& Accessories

$CASH$ FOR JUNK cars, 
up to $500. Free pick 
up, running or not. Call 
352-771-6191. 
45
Land For Sale

FOR SALE. Building lot 
on 17th Ave near Golf 
Course. For Sale on 
terms- pay $199/mo. 

No interest. Until you 
receive construction or 
permanent financing. 
Call 904-364-9022. 
47
Commercial 
Property (Rent, 
Lease, Sale)

OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR RENT. Keystone 
Heights next to W.D. 
Beck Ins. 3 offices, 
large conference room, 
kitchen, 2/BA, parking. 
$1000/per mo. on con-
tract. For info call 904-
364-9022. 

DOWNTOWN STARKE 
Affordable Office Space 
for rent. 113 E. Call St. 
Call Freddie American 
Dream Realty at 904-
509-9893. 

OFFICE LOCATION next 
to Walgreen’s. Suitable 
for retail or can be made 
into offices. $500/mo. 
Call 904-364-9022. 
48
Homes For 
Sale

2 HOUSES FOR SALE/
LEASE TO BUY. Must 
have credit score of 
660+ 3BR/2BA house. 
Tile floor, granite count-
ers, Jacuzzi tub, gas 
fireplace, 2-car garage. 
Lake access. Post Mas-
ters Village in Keystone 
Heights. $1000/mo.- 
$1050/mo. plus 1 month 
deposit. Call Dave  
352-473-3560. 
50
For Rent

WE HAVE 2 OR 3 bed-
room MH, clean, close 
to prison. Call 352-468-
1323 

NEWLY RENOVATED 
mobile homes. 3 BR/ 2 
BA DW and 2 BR/ 2 BA. 
(One) 16x80 2 BR/2 BA. 
Lake Butler. 1-678-438-
6828 
53 A
Yard Sales

GARAGE/MOVING SALE. 
Fri. & Sat. 8am-1pm. 
A household of good 
stuff. Furniture, collect-
ibles, books, big man 
clothes, small safe, cou-
ple small fridges, freez-
er, display cases, puz-
zles, games, disability 
aids, tools, handyman 
& outdoor stuff, and 
some free stuff! Morgan 
Rd. (CR 233.) Look for 
signs. Rain or shine. 

YARD SALE Saturday 
only. 9am-? 2375 NE 
173rd St. 

YARD SALE; Friday 8-5 
Saturday 8-1. House-
hold items, clothes, Jet 
Ski, fishing rods, bass 
boat, furniture and lots 
of misc. 18410 NW 35th 
Ave, Starke. (Off NW 
183rd St.) 
53 C
Lake Butler 
Yard Sales

MOVING SALE; Saturday 
starting at 8am. We 
have furniture and many 
household items. 9411 
NE 194th Lane, Lake 
Butler. 
57
For Sale

YOU PICK BLUEBER-
RIES- $3/per pound. 
We pick for you- $4/ per 
pound. 7 days a week,  
8am-6pm. Off hwy 100, 
a quarter mile East of 

Grandin. 386-336-0949 
or 386-937-6839.  

FOR SALE: 1990 
Jaguar $1000.  
Call John 904-964-
3378. 
58
Child/Adult 
Home Care

24-HOUR HOME DAY-
CARE. All ages. Excel-
lent reference. 40 yr 
experienced certifica-
tions. CPR- First aid. 
Starke, Fl area. Betty 
740-534-3282 (Cell) 
xcellentnanny@yahoo.
com (email.)  
65
Help Wanted

LAKE BUTLER HOSPITAL 
Facility and Main-
tenance Technician 
RN’s-FT, PRN 
Pharmacy Tech 
Please visit our web-
site www.lakebutler-
hospital.com for more 
information and to fill 
out an application. PH. 
386.496.2323 Ext 9258, 
Fax 386.496.2105 
Equal Employment Op-
portunity / Drug & To-
bacco Free Workplace

LAKE BUTLER HOSPITAL 
Systems Administrator 
Please visit our web-
site www.lakebutler-
hospital.com for more 
information and to fill 
out an application. PH. 
386.496.2323 Ext 9258, 
Fax 386.496.2105 
Equal Employment Op-
portunity / Drug & To-
bacco Free Workplace

HELP WANTED; Laborer, 
able to lift and stack 50 
lbs, stand for long pe-
riods of time.  Follows  
directions.  Experience 
with operating farm trac-
tor and spreaders.  Lo-
cated in Maxville, FL on  
US Highway 301. Con-
tact 904-289-4322 

EXECUTIVE AS-
S I S S T A N T 
The City Manager of the 
City of Starke is seeking 
an Executive Assistant 
to the City Manager. 
The successful can-
didate should have 
a minimum of 10 
(ten) years progres-
sively responsible 
experience of ad-
m i n i s t r a t i v e / o f f i c e 
duties. This employ-
ee reports directly 
to the City Manager 
and will among other 
duties: collect infor-
mation from a vari-
ety of sources and 
compiles data for 
special and period-
ic reports, composes 
reports and statis-
tical data, provides 
job candidates by 
screening and testing 
potential employees, 
maintains personnel re-
cords, relieves the City 
Manager of various ad-
ministrative details in 
matters not requiring 
policy decisions. The 
successful candidate 
must have excel-
lent IT skills as well 
as verbal and writ-

ten communications. 
This position requires 
a drug free and smoke 
free environment. A 
complete listing of 
qualifications and ben-
efits may be found at 
www.cityofstarke.ore. 
Pay will be dependent on 
qualifications in a 
range of $12-18 per 
hour. Some of the 
employee benefits 
include retirement 
and ample personal 
leave time. The City of 
Starke pays 100% of 
employee only health 
insurance. Send cover 
letter and resume to ca-
reers^@cjtyofstarke.grR 
no later than Friday/ May 
4, 2018. The City of 
Starke is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer- 

INDUSTRIAL COMMER-

CIAL CONSTRUCTOR.  
$12-$25/per hour. Must 
be willing to come to 
Raiford to pick me up. 
Will pay transportation.  
Jimmy, 904-263-6719

WEST FRASER LAKE 
BUTLER MILL is ac-
cepting applications for 
a Second Shift Store-
room Clerk. This is an 
evening position with 
some weekends if need-
ed. Duties will include 
receiving inventories 
and handling purchase 
orders. Computer skills 
are a must. A high 
school diploma or equil-
valent is required. This 
is a salary Non-exempt 
position with full benefits 
and paid vacation. Inter-
ested applicants should 

apply online at www.
westfraser.com. 

EXPERIENCED AC-
COUNTANT, full-time, 
needed in the Finance 
Dept., Office of the 
Bradford County Clerk 
of Courts.  Applica-
tions may be obtained 
at the Clerk’s Office, 
Bradford County Court-
house, 945 N. Temple 
Ave., Starke, or at: 
www.b rad fo rdcoun-
tyfl.gov/employment. 
Applications must be 
returned by 3:00 p.m., 
Fri., May 4, 2018, by 
hand-delivery, US Mail, 
or email: jim_farrell@
bradfordcountyfl.gov. 
(No phone in-
quires please.) 
 

 

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Teach all business and related 
courses; develop new courses; 
revise curriculum; examine and 

report learning outcomes; advise 
business students; recruit students; 

develop company contacts for 
advisory committee and internships. 

Requires master's degree in 
business administration or a 

master's degree with 18 graduate 
credit hours in business.  

Proven ability to teach freshman 
and sophomore college students; 

ability to work with computers, web-
based instruction and multimedia 

presentational teaching 
technologies. Ability to work well 

with others. Desirable 
Qualifications: Ph.D. in business 

administration; entrepreneur; three 
years of broad-based business 

experience; the ability, willingness 
and qualifications to teach in other 

areas are advantages (e.g., 
accounting courses). Substantive 

experience with college teaching in 
both traditional and online 

modalities is desirable. 
SALARY:  

Depends on Qualifications. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  

Open Until Filled 
Position details and applications 
available online at: www.fgc.edu 

or visit Human Resources  
Florida Gateway College 
149 S.E. College Place 

Lake City, FL 32025-2007 
Phone (386) 754-4314  

Fax (386) 754-4814 
Email: human.resources@fgc.edu 
FGC is accredited by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges. 

VP/ADA/EA/EO College in Education and Employment 

 

SKILLED MAINTENANCE 
SUPERVISOR 

Responsible for the daily repairs and 
preventative maintenance of the 

building mechanical, electrical and 
related systems, in order to achieve 

the most efficient usage of 
personnel and materials in 

completing Work Orders requested, 
and maintains an appropriate 

inventory of parts and equipment 
needed for repairs. Also provides 
varied skill work at this level in 
carpentry, plumbing, electrical, 

heating, air conditioning and general 
maintenance. Requires High School 
graduate or equivalent and seven 
years of experience in facilities 

operations. A High School 
equivalency diploma from the State 
Department of Education may be 

substituted for high school 
graduation. Computer literate 

desirable. Knowledge of standard 
practices, methods, materials, tools 

and equipment used in general 
maintenance, carpentry, plumbing, 

electrical maintenance and air 
conditioning. Knowledge of the 
occupational hazards and safety 
precautions required in general 

maintenance work. Skill in the use 
of a variety of tools, material and 

equipment used in general 
maintenance work. Ability to read 

blueprints, sketches, or drawings for 
specifications of work to be done.  
Ability to make accurate estimates 

of time and materials. Ability to read 
and write English. 

SALARY:  
$38,073 annually, plus benefits. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  
5/7/18 

Position details and applications 
available online at: www.fgc.edu 

or visit Human Resources  
Florida Gateway College 
149 S.E. College Place 

Lake City, FL 32025-2007 
Phone (386) 754-4314  

Fax (386) 754-4814 
Email: human.resources@fgc.edu 
FGC is accredited by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges. 

VP/ADA/EA/EO College in Education and Employment 

 
Administrative Support Specialist

Andrews Center
Application Deadline: Friday, May 4, 2018

For additional information, contact Human 
Resources at (352) 395-5185.  

To apply check out:
https://sfcollege.hiretouch.com/  

SF is an EA/EO Employer 
http://www.sfcollege.edu/eaeo/.

NOW
 H

IR
IN

G

Lake Property 
Liquidation 
Foreclosure Resale 
$39,900 Before 
Foreclosure sold for 
$137,900 Financing 
Available. Being sold 
off May 5th! Watch 
Video: www. 
LakeLotsCloseout.com 
877.712.3650 
Florida Waterfront 
Marketing, LLC. 
Licensed Real Estate 
Broker.

SAWMILLS from only 

Out of Area Classifieds

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill-Cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www. 
NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

AVIATION Grads work 
with JetBlue, United, Delta 
and others- start here with 
hands on training for FAA 
certification. Financial aid if 
qualified. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
888-242-2649.

DURRANCE PUMP

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1964

STATE LICENSE 
#1305

Handicapped Accessible
This Institution is an Equal 

Opportunity Provider
and Employer.

Now Accepting 
Applications

1 AND 2
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

607 Bradford Court
Starke, FL

Call for more info
904-964-6216

Hearing Impaired Only
call 800-955-8771

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Set Right Mobile Homes
Specializing In Relocations, Re-Levels, Set-Ups & Disposal

Rodney A. Carmichael, Owner
Email: set_right_homes@yahoo.com 904-364-6383

Southern Villas
of Starke
Ask about our 

1&2 BR Apartments HC & 
non-HC Units. Central AC/

Heat, on-site laundry, 
playground, private, quiet 

atmosphere.

1001 Southern Villas Dr.
Starke, FL

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

WIDEOPEN
FABRICATION

352.317.4223J.D. CAINES

ALL TYPES OF PORTABLE WELDING
METAL FABRICATION
TRUCK MODIFICATION 

LINE BORING
HEAVY EQUIPMENT REPAIR

SEE OUR WORK ON 

FACEBOOK
24/7 sErviCE

1 & 2
Bedrooms

NOW 
AVAILABLE
$460 – $505 
Equal housing opportunity. 
This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer.

1, 2, 3 & 4
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

HC & Non-HC accessible.
1005 SW 6th St.
Lake Butler, FL

386-496-3141
TDD/TTY 711.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

801 South Water Street
Starke, FL 32091

TDD/TTY 711

1, 2, & 3 bedroom HC & Non-
HC accessible apartments.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

Call
1-844-991-9814 EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY

As low as $8750 security 
deposit!

15

Tri-County Classifieds
Bradford • Union • Clay

Reach over 27,000 Readers Every Week!

INDEX
40 Notice
41 Vehicles Accessories
42 Motor Vehicles
43 RV’s & Campers
44 Boats
45 Land for Sale
46 Real Estate Out of Area
47 Commercial Property

Rent, Lease, Sale
48 Homes for Sale
49 Mobile Homes for Sale
50 For Rent

Word Ad Classified   Tuesday, 12:00 noon 
Classified Display      Tuesday, 12:00 noon

964-6305 • 473-2210 • 496-2261
N O T I C E

Classified Advertising should be paid in advance unless credit has already been established with the
newspaper.  A $3.00 service charge will be added to all billing to cover postage and handling. All ads 
placed by phone are read back to the advertiser at the time of placement.  However, the classified staff 
cannot be held responsible for mistakes in classified advertising taken by phone. The newspaper reserves 
the right to correctly classify and edit all copy or to reject or cancel any advertisements at any time. Only 
standard abbrevations will be accepted.

63 Love Lines
64 Business Opportunity
65 Help Wanted
66 Investment Opportunity
67 Hunting Land for Rent
68 Rent to Own
69 Food Supplements
70 Money to Lend
72 Sporting Goods
73 Farm Equipment
74 Computers & Computer 
       Accessories

51 Lost/Found
52 Animals & Pets
53 Yard Sales
54 Keystone Yard Sales
55 Wanted
56 Trade or Swap
57 For Sale
58 Building Materials
59 Personal Services
60 Secretarial Services
61 Scriptures
62 Vacation/Travel

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED USE YOUR PHONE

      904-964-6305

 (904) 964-6305

(352) 473-2210

(386) 496-2261
Classified Ads - Where one call 

does it all!904-964-6305

YOUR DECISION REGARDING WHO WILL HELP
CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE IS IMPORTANT

The care and wellbeing of your elders 
is very important to the staff at

Our room rate is $1,980 per month

for a semi-private￼ two-bed room and 
$3,100 per month for a private single- 

bed room for all aspects of our care.

Day Care Rates $104 per day,
6 a.m. to 6 p.m. • 3 meals daily

Located in Downtown Starke
Next to Wainwright Park

Call Cathey Pitts, Administrator, for Directions

(904) 964-2220

Parkside
Assisted Living Facility

Pre

Approved

for

Insurance

* Assessment of each individual’s needs and abilities is required before admitting.
Monthly rates based on 30 days.

BHS baseball 
team drops 6th 
straight game

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Sterling Raab’s sacrifice fly 
drove in the first run of the 
game, but host West Nassau 
answered with three runs in 
the bottom of the first en route 
to handing the Bradford High 

School baseball team a 4-2 
loss on April 20.

The Warriors took 
advantage of three singles, 
a lineout to right field and a 
steal of home to score all the 
runs they would need.

Bradford scored a run in 
the fifth inning when Kandler 
Vann, who doubled, scored on 
a steal of home. The Tornadoes 
loaded the bases with one 
out later in the inning, but a 
ground ball to third base was 

the start of a double play that 
ended the inning.

Dakota Mathews went 
2-for-2, but the rest of 
the Bradford team went a 
combined 3-for-19.

It was the sixth straight loss 
for the Tornadoes (8-12).

Bradford entered the game 
off a 3-2 District 5-5A loss to 
host Fort White on April 19.

Starting pitcher Jacob Polk 
gave up two runs on four hits 
in five innings, but the Indians 

scored the winning run in the 
bottom of the sixth.

It was the fourth straight 
district loss and fifth overall 
for Bradford (8-11, 7-7)

Polk, who recorded six 
strikeouts, fared well at the 
plate, going 2-for-3 with an 
RBI. Peyton Welch went 
2-for-4 with a triple and an 
RBI, while Mathews and 
Garfield Johns each hit a 
double.

Bradford’s record in the 

district fell to 5-7. It was the 
Tornadoes’ final district game 
of the regular season.

Prior to playing Fort White, 
Bradford was held to three 
hits in a 5-0 loss to visiting 
Ridgeview on April 17.

Raab, in three innings of 
relief, gave up one run on five 
hits and no walks.

Bradford concludes the 
regular season by hosting 
Union County on Thursday, 
April 26, at 6 p.m. The 

Tornadoes then begin play 
in the District 5 tournament, 
which is being hosted by 
Keystone Heights. Games 
are scheduled for 1 p.m., 4 
p.m. and 7 p.m. on Monday, 
April 30, 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 1, and 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 3. Matchups 
were not known at press time 
since a final district game still 
had to be played to determine 
seeding.
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• Last Will and Testament
• Power of Attorney & Living Wills
• Living Trusts

(352) 473-5000
189 S. Lawrence Blvd. • KH

VeRonica@owensfirm.goodlaw.pro
www.VeRonicaROwens.com

James 4:12 — There is one 
Lawgiver, who is able to save.

• Probate Administration
• Real Estate and Closings
• Deed Preparation

• Contracts
• Family and Juvenile Law
• Criminal and Traffic Matters

Monday, October 31st

6 – 9 p.m.
for

“Boo on the Boulevard”

from

Attorney at Law

VeRonica R. Owens
Attorney at Law

Carolyns Creations
A Unique Gift Shop 

904.964.6788
1596 Bessent Road   Starke, FL 32091

THURSDAY 5/3

11AM -6PM

Ethan Hancock runs to first 
base on what would be a 
ground out in his first at-
bat. He later hit a double, 

which would be just one of 
two Lake Butler hits.

Third baseman Ethan 
Moody makes a throw.

Shortstop Jake O’Steen fires the ball to first base.

LBMS baseball team 
finishes as SMAC runner-up

Quinten Rawls (foreground) takes a lead at second base.

Second baseman Eli Rimes 
fields a hard grounder..

Quinten Rawls pitches in 
the first inning.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

The bats couldn’t get going for 
the Lake Butler Middle School 
baseball team, which was held to 
two hits in a 4-0 loss to Fort White 
in the Suwannee Middle Athletic 
Conference championship game 
on April 19 in Fort White.

Lake Butler (11-4-1) was 
attempting to win its second 
straight SMAC title, but instead 
had to settle for being the runner-
up for the third time in four years.

Fort White hit the ball often 
early, getting seven hits in the 
first two innings in scoring all of 
its runs.

Pitcher Quinten Rawls settled 
down, giving up just four hits and 
no walks the rest of the way, but 
the Tigers had little success at the 
plate. Ayden Elixson and Ethan 
Hancock each hit a double, but 
those were the team’s only hits.

The Tigers’ best opportunity to 

score occurred in the top of the 
fourth when they put two runners 
on with no outs, but a fly out 
and two runners caught stealing 
ended the inning.

Lake Butler advanced to the 
championship game by defeating 
Ruth Rains 11-7 in the April 17 
semifinals in Fort White.

Ruth Rains scored the first 
six runs, but Lake Butler cut its 
deficit to 7-4 in the bottom of 
the third, thanks to an error and 
a two-run single by Blake Agner.

The Tigers took the lead after 
a five-run fourth inning. Two 
runs scored by errors, while 
another two were driven in by 
an Ethan Moody double. Trevor 
Holtzendorf also hit a sacrifice 
fly to drive in a run.

Agner went 2-for-2 with three 
RBI, while Moody went 2-for-3 
with four RBI. Elixson had an 
RBI as well.

Moody pitched 5.1 innings of 
relief, giving up one run on four 
hits and no walks.

Tigers bow out in tennis tournament

The Union County High 
School boys’ and girls’ 
tennis teams competed 
in the District 3-1A 
tournament on April 17 at 
Episcopal High School, 
with two singles players 
— Alex Perez and Dalton 
Hutchinson — and one 
doubles team — Perez 
and Sidney Johnson — 
advancing to the second 
round before their seasons 
came to an end. Pictured 
above: (foreground) Alex 
Perez and Sidney Johnson.  
Left: Dalton Hutchinson.

BHS season ends in 
District 5-2A tournament

The Bradford High School boys’ and girls’ tennis teams 
competed in the District 4-2A tournament on April 17 at 
Ponte Vedra High School, with girls’ number-one seed 
Chelsea Creighton (pictured) providing the lone highlight. 
Creighton earned a first-round win before seeing her 
season come to an end in the second round.

Davis drives 
in 4 runs in 
UCHS baseball 
team’s 12-1 
district win

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Tripp Davis had four RBI, 
while teammates Caden Cox, 
Trace Croft and Skyler Shatto 
each had two in the Union 
County High School baseball 
team’s 12-1, five-inning District 
6-1A win at Hilliard on April 20.

Davis went 3-for-3 with a 
double as the Tigers wrapped up 
regular-season play in the district 
with a 3-3 record.

Shatto also went 3-for-3, while 
Cox and Croft each went 2-for-3. 
Cox hit two doubles, while Croft 
hit one.

Union (14-8 overall) also 
got an RBI each from Matthew 
Starling and Jake Worthington.

Worthington earned the win, 
throwing all five innings. He 
gave up three hits and one walk.

The Tigers entered the game 
off an 11-1, five-inning win over 
visiting Bell on April 17.

Union led 2-1 before scoring 
nine runs in the bottom of the 
fourth. Davis, who went 2-for-3, 
drove in three of those runs on 

two singles, while Whip Davis 
drove in another two with a 
single. Croft, Shatto and Starling 
each had an RBI single in the big 
inning.

Whip Davis pitched the entire 
way, giving up one hit and two 
walks. He had six strikeouts.

Prior to playing Bell, the 
Tigers got six RBI from Starling 
in a 14-2, five-inning win at 
Duval Charter on April 16.

Starling, who went 2-for-3, hit 
a three-run home run that was 
part of a four-run first inning.

Braxton Dukes, who hit a 
double, and Whip Davis, who 
went 2-for-4, each had two RBI. 
Worthington went 2-for-2 with 
an RBI, while Shatto went 3-for-
4.

Cox earned the win, giving up 
four hits and no walks. He had 
eight strikeouts.

The Tigers played Bell this 
past Tuesday and will conclude 
the regular season with a road 
game against Bradford on 
Thursday, April 26, at 6 p.m.

Union will host the District 
6 tournament, which begins 
Tuesday, May 1, with games 
at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Matchups 
were not known at press time 
due to the fact Crescent City 
and Williston still had a makeup 
game to play. As of April 24, 
the Tigers were the second seed 
behind Williston.
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