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So long, Kelly

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Managing Editor

While making a goodwill visit 
to Keystone Heights Elementary 
School last Friday morning, 
Clay County Sheriff Darryl 
Daniels discovered marijuana 
in a parent’s pickup, along with 
a young child.  However, the 
parent did not go to jail.  

According to a sheriff’s office 
report, Deputy P.S. Mauricio 
issued a notice to appear in 
court to Stevie Lee J. Branch 
Jr. for possession of not more 
than 20 grams of marijuana and 
possession of drug equipment.  
The deputy also wrote the parent 
a traffic citation for leaving a 
child under age six in a motor 
vehicle with the engine running. 

Mauricio wrote that he was 
dispatched to the school and 
met Daniels, “who advised that 
he was parked in the school’s 
parking lot in his vehicle, when 
he noticed a child sitting alone in 
a pickup truck.”

The sheriff and another deputy 
walked over to the truck and 
found the vehicle running and 
unlocked. A few minutes later, 
the father returned to the truck 
after dropping another child off 
at the school.  

Mauricio added that when 
the parent retrieved his driver’s 

license from inside the truck, 
Daniels saw “two pipes and a 
small bag containing a leafy 
green substance inside.”

After Mauricio arrived at the 
school, Daniels turned the matter 
over to the deputy.  He then 
continued with his scheduled 
visit.

“We had a great time being at 
Keystone Heights Elementary 
School. Spending time with the 
students from all grade levels 
was exciting for everyone,” an 
agency staff member wrote on 

the sheriff’s office Facebook 
page.  “Sheriff Daniels and other 
members of our agency showed 
up at the start of school and 
stayed until lunchtime.” 

Deputy Mauricio wrote in his 
report that he verified Branch 
had no outstanding warrants.  
The substance tested positive 
for marijuana and weighed 0.5 
grams. 

“The defendant met the 
requirements for notice to 
appear,” he wrote.  

Thousands lose power as storm passes

A Bradford deputy warns motorists of a downed power line at Santa Fe Lake near 
Melrose. 

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Managing Editor

Over 7,000 Clay Electric customers lost power 
throughout the cooperative’s 14-county coverage 
area as storms passed through northeast Florida 
Sunday afternoon.  

Most of the outages occurred in Marion and 

Putnam Counties. 
At 4 p.m. the co-op reported 949 customers 

without power in Alachua County, 204 in Bradford, 
1,452 in Clay, 1,595 in Putnam and 108 in Union.

Several power lines went down in the Melrose 
area.

There were no reported injuries due to the storm. 

Clay sheriff catches parent with drugs at school
Man does not go to jail

Stevie Lee J. Branch Jr. sits on the sidewalk to the right 
of his pickup while a deputy stands nearby.  Photo: Clay 

County Sheriff’s Office. 

Higher taxes 
discussed as 
county looks at 
funding school 
security

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

Clay County government 
is coming together to address 
the cost of increasing school 
security, but the solution may 
rest in the pockets of taxpayers.

During an amicable meeting 
April 10, Sheriff Darryl Daniels 
was frank about the need to fill 
a $4.5 million hole in his budget 
to help hire and outfit 48 new 
school resource officers.

“I have to stand up 48 new 
deputies in the sheriff’s office 
that don’t exist because of this 
state mandate to have these 
school resource officers in the 
schools — all the schools,” 
Daniels said. 

To have every campus covered 
by the next school year, the 
hiring must begin now, he said.

He broke down the $4.5 
million cost, including more 
than $1.5 million in personnel 
salaries, $340,000 for benefits, 
$720,000 in operating expenses 
and $1.9 million in capital outlay. 

In addition to the cars and 
other equipment, this money 
would provide 36 deputies to 
serve as school resource officers; 
six deputies that could serve in 
a relief capacity; an additional 
training deputy to oversee 
performance of a minimum of 
88 drills during the school year; 
one additional investigator; and 
four sergeants and a lieutenant to 
serve as supervisors.

The visit was not about 
bullying the board, Daniels 
said, just to present information 
about what they are facing. But 
along with that information the 
sheriff said he had spoken with 
members of the public, and they 
are telling him they want officers 
in the schools. 

“As far at the sheriff goes, 
I want to do what’s in the best 
interest of our children, and I’m 

sure that each commissioner 
wants to do what’s in the best 
interests of our children,” he 
said.

They could hire in phases, 
biting off a chunk at a time, 
but that would leave schools 
exposed, and Daniels said he 
doesn’t want to be the person 
in charge of prioritizing schools 
or, even worse, being seen as 
prioritizing some children’s lives 
over others.

“I don’t want to be that guy,” 
Daniels said.

Daniels referred to having 
an alternative option in the 
Guardian Program, but School 
Board Member Betsy Condon 
told county commissioners that 
the school board was sticking 
by a longtime policy that only 
trained law enforcement officers 
would be allowed to carry guns 
on campuses. 

The sheriff acknowledged the 
commission was in a difficult 
position deciding whether or 
not to take on this funding 
responsibility.

“You’re in a catch-22 position. 
You’re danged if you do, danged 
if you don’t, so I don’t envy 
where you are tonight,” he said. 
The sheriff’s office is a vendor, 
a provider of security services, 
a middle man, he said. The 
commissioners hold the purse 
strings. 

“What I’m saying and asking 
for as the sheriff is let’s not 
politicize this subject. … Let’s 
do what’s in the best interests 
of the county, do what’s in the 
best interests of these kids. No 
one wants to be the one who 
has raising taxes or millage 
rates associated with their name, 
however, none of us expected 
this to fall in our laps in this 
budget year.

After 31 years, garden expert 
leaving Keystone Heights

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Managing Editor

Kelly Thomas is going home.  
The garden expert at Bryan’s 
Ace Hardware has spent the last 
31 years answering questions 
and solving problems for Lake 
Region gardeners. 

Thomas will be returning to 
his hometown of Milledgeville, 
Georgia and also to take on the 
challenge of running one of the 

largest garden centers in the 
southeast. 

Thomas came to the Lake 
Region in 1987.  A grandmother, 
aunts, uncles and cousins already 
lived here. 

“Over time, Grandma passed, 
and the others started to scatter,” 
he recalled, “I had gotten this job 
and the people here became my 
family.” 

The only blood relatives that 

remain with Thomas in the Lake 
Region is one aunt and uncle.

“After I leave, they will be 
moving to be with their son in 
Alabama,” Thomas explained. 

When asked how he first 
became interested in gardening, 
Thomas replied: “I was born that 
way,” adding that he was raised 
by farmers and growers. 

“My grandparents taught me 
a lot,” he added. “My great-

grandmother was — they were 
all — native Americans and they 
were really into the herbs and the 
plants.”

Thomas was raised in 
Homerville: between Valdosta 
and Waycross and later in 
Milledgeville: 159 miles north.  

He said that after moving to 

The image of Kelly Thomas on a delivery truck of Bryan’s Ace Hardware.

See KELLY, 2BSee SCHOOLS, 2B
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the Lake Region, he needed a 
job, heard that Ace Hardware 
had a nice garden center and that 
there was an opening.  

“Bill Gibbs hired me,” he 
recalled.  “It worked.  I fit right 
in, became friends with the 
people and friends with the 
whole town.” 

Customers became 
family

He said the job description has 
been simple: “make customers 
happy.”

A big part of that is answering 
their questions, but Thomas 
said many of the questions he 
fields have nothing to do with 
gardening.

“A lot of our customers are 
older, and their families are up 
north,” he said. “They have no 
one here, so I’m kind of like their 
grandchild.  They can come in 
and talk a little bit — gives them 
somebody to lean on.”

“When they don’t come in, 
I miss them,” he added.  “They 
are more than just customers. 
And when you are here for a 
long period of time, you become 
friends with their families. I 
became a part of their lives.”

He also said he will miss his 
fellow members of the Garden 
Club of the Lakes.  Thomas was 
the first male allowed to join the 
group.

“The Garden Club is my 
anchor,” he said. “They are the 

ones that make things happen.”
He describes leaving those 

friends and his customers behind 
as “devastating.”

“Then, it’s great,” he added, 
“because I’m moving closer to 
home, where all my family is 
now.”

Thomas added that he will 
also remain in the garden field, 
working as the garden center 
manager for the largest Ace 
Hardware in the southeast:  Ace 
of Gray, a seven-acre complex 
in Gray, Georgia, about halfway 
between Milledgeville and 
Macon. 

“The job came open at a 
perfect time,” he said, adding that 
leaving was still a very difficult 
decision to make, especially 
because of the relationships he 
has with the store’s owners.

“Bill and Debbie and all the 
employees here, plus their kids: 
they’re all like family,” he said.

Reuniting with family
However, while leaving the 

Gibbs family and his Bryan’s Ace 
Hardware co-workers, Thomas 
will be reuniting with his mother, 
whom he has telephoned every 
day and twice on Sundays for 
years.  

Thomas’s father passed away 
four years ago and is well known 
in the Milledgeville area as the 
founder of Freedom Church. 

“I have two brothers, a sister, 
and all their children,” he said, 
“plus lots of cousins.”

Thomas said he particularly 
wants to spend more time with 
his mother while she is still in 
good health.   

“This is the time that you need 
to go,” he said.  “Don’t wait until 
its too late. Mom’s healthy.  She 
loves to go out to dinner, she 
likes to go out and see a movie 
and do things.  There will come a 
time when she can’t. I want to be 
there for her now, when we can 
make those memories.”

“It’s the same for my 
nephews,” he added.  “I want to 
watch them grow up.”

Surprise message 
on a cake

Thomas said he surprised 
his mother with the news of his 
return with a cake that read: “I’m 
coming home.”

“I went up there one Monday 
after work and found out Mom 
had planned to go to a place 
called the Tea Room with some 
friends.”

Thomas and his brother 
planned to surprise their mother 
by Thomas giving her a dozen 
roses and then the cake with its 
message. 

“When she saw me she started 
crying and asking: ‘Why are you 
here?  What is wrong? You are 
supposed to be in Florida.’”

Thomas gave her the cake and 
asked her to read the message, 
which at first, she did not 
understand.  

“Then, of course, we all had 
happy tears,” he said.  “She has 
prayed for years that I would 
come home.”

He said the family is close, and 
frequently gathers for cookouts 
and other events.

“I miss that,” he said.  “I guess 
I’m getting older.”

Looking back on his time in 
Keystone Heights, Thomas said 
he would not change a thing.

“Thirty-one years has been 
spent well,” he said.  “I don’t 
know how I could have spent 31 
years any better. “
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Thomas with Debbie Gibbs

Thomas broke the news of his return to Georgia with a surprise cake to his mother 
which read, “I’m coming home.”

KELLY
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Commissioner Wayne Bolla 
said at the end of the day this 
looks like a tax issue.

“I would hope that the citizens 
will understand that and possibly 
when the school board goes out 
with another ad valorem, they 
can understand where it’s coming 
from,” he said. “Having said that, 
it’s incumbent on us to step up 
and make sure this happens.”

Commissioner Diane 
Hutchings said if special tax 
funding is sought, it should be 
designated for this purpose and 
no other. 

“It maintains its integrity, 
and the taxpayer knows ‘That’s 
what I’m paying for.’ So if we 
could work toward that, I think 
that would be a positive,” said 
Hutchings.

Commissioner Gavin Rollins 
asked the board’s attorney if the 
legislation on school security 
obligated county government to 
fund anything they had discussed, 
and she said the legislation 
requires the school district and 
sheriff to work together but 
places no specific requirements 
on the county commission.

Had the mandate come 
sooner, Superintendent 
Addison Davis said the school 

board could have made some 
different decisions regarding 
pay increases for its employees  
and put that money toward 
school security officers instead. 
If they had known what was 
coming, they would have done 
things differently, he said.

“I do believe openly that 
the school district owns this,” 
Addison told Rollins, “however, 
I come to you as superintendent 
of schools along with the school 
board to ask for an extension 
of help and ask for you to be a 
partner in roundtable discussions 
about how we can make this 
expectation become a reality.”

The state increased the school 
district’s allocation of Safe 
Schools money from around 
$500,000 to $1.8 million. Of 
that amount, $250,000 must be 
spent on other initiatives such 

as antibullying. The remaining 
amount will be spent on resource 
officers.

Even if the county has reserve 
funding to cover the startup, 
Davis agreed with Bolla that they 
will have to think about ways to 
generate additional revenue. The 
school district hopes that state 
revenue to support the Guardian 
Program can be diverted to school 
resource officers in counties that 
opt out of arming employees.

Dates will be chosen for future 
discussions. In the meantime, 
Daniels said he needs to begin 
hiring. Those with experience 
can be placed in school positions 
immediately, but rookie hires 
will receive patrol positions as 
experienced deputies are moved 
from patrol into the schools.

SCHOOLS
Continued from 1B

Deputies: Keystone man abducted 
woman and children, punched officer

Clay deputies arrested a 
Keystone Heights man after he 
led them on a chase and punched 
an officer in the face while being 
detained. 

David Cirocco Fox, 26, was 
arrested for aggravated assault 
on a officer, firefighter or EMT, 
resisting an officer with violence, 
child abuse without great bodily 
harm, adult false imprisonment, 
false imprisonment on a child 
13 years of age or younger, 
possession of a firearm by a 
felon, possession of ammunition 
by a felon, possession of cocaine, 
possession of drug equipment, 
driving with a suspended or 
revoked license, and fleeing and 
eluding.  

According to an arrest report, 
deputies surrounded Fox’s 
truck while looking for another 
suspect with Bradford and Clay 
county warrants. 

As officers approached 
Fox’s truck, he backed out of a 
driveway and fled the scene, with 
several deputies pursuing him 
and driving along parallel streets.

When the defendant got stuck 
in some sand, deputies were able 
to remove Fox from the truck.

“Deputy Sheriff Tomlinson 
and I were able to remove him 
from the truck,” wrote arresting 
officer R.W. Freshour in a report.  
“pulling his foot away from the 
accelerator and stopping the 
truck. As the driver was removed 
from the vehicle, he struck me 
in the face with a closed fist, 
causing a laceration to my lower 
lip.”

Freshour added that Fox 
continued to fight, even after a 
police dog bit him. 

“The suspect finally complied 
and placed his hands behind his 
back, allowing us to place him 
into handcuffs,” he added. 

Deputies then interviewed a 
woman who was in the truck 
with her children.  She told the 
officers Fox forced them into the 
vehicle.  

“She explained that the 
children were crying and did not 
want to go into the truck because 
they were scared of the suspect,” 
wrote the deputy. 

Deputies also found cocaine, 
drug equipment and a firearm in 
the vehicle. 

In other Lake Region arrests:

William Wyatt Harvin, 20, was 
arrested April 13 in Keystone 
Heights by Clay deputies for 
possession of not more then 20 
grams of marijuana. 

Coy Lee Franklin, 26, was 
arrested in Keystone Heights 
April 11 by Clay deputies 
for sale and delivery of 
methamphetamine.

Cody Franklin Rowe, 29, was 
arrested in Keystone Heights 
April 13 by Clay deputies for 
sale and delivery of narcotics. 

Glenn Gary Stanton, 55, was 
arrested in Keystone Heights 
April 11 by Clay deputies for 
possession of methamphetamine, 
possession of not more than 
20 grams of marijuana and 
possession of drug equipment. 

Police: Man 
swiped watch 
from Walmart

Starke police arrested a 
68-year-old Starke man after a 
Walmart loss prevention officer 
said he attempted to steal a watch 
and soft drinks. 

Hiram Short was arrested 
April 14 for larceny.  

According to an arrest report, 
the store employee saw the 
defendant take a Timex watch 
from a display case and open its 
package with a pair of pliers.  

“She then observed Short select 
various food items and also a 24-
pack of Pepsi soda.” Arresting 
officer David Bukowski wrote 
in a report. “(She) also observed 
Short discard the case that the 
watch came in without the 
watch.”

The defendant then tried to 
leave the business, but the store 
officer detained him until police 
arrived. 

The defendant told police that 
he forgot to pay for the soda and 
that he left the watch in the store. 
It was not located.

Bukowski added that Short 
had one prior retail theft arrest.

In other Bradford County 
arrests:

Sarah Ann Benner, 28, of 
Lawtey was arrested April 14 by 
Bradford deputies for a probation 
violation and possession of drug 

See CRIME, 3B
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Keystone Heights High School cheerleaders, Front row, Ashley Hicks, Chloe Singletary, 
Victoria Bannon and Savanna Standridge.  Back row: Sara Mason, Quartney Thursby, 
Grace Cigigliano, Jenna Williams, Morgan Mann and Kelsea Cox

THANK YOU residents 
of  the City of  Keystone Heights! 

I am grateful so many of  you came out and supported me on 
April 10. 

Together, we will:

 Complete the Palatka-Lake Butler Trailhead
 
 Promote and grow the Keystone Heights   
 Airport

 Maintain our quality of  life in Keystone  
 Heights

 Celebrate and recognize our citizens for their 
 accomplishments
                Karen Lake

Mayor of  Keystone Heights

equipment. 

Dale Jeffery Burkett, 49, 
of Tampa was arrested April 
12 by Bradford deputies for 
withholding support.

Otis Downer, 32, of 
Gainesville was arrested April 13 
by Bradford deputies for driving 
with a suspended or revoked 
license.

Janeka Breanne Green, 29, of 
Starke was arrested April 16 by 
Starke police for driving with a 
revoked or suspended license. 

James Vincent Griffis, 37, of 

Raiford was arrested April 15 
by Bradford deputies for three 
probation violations. 

Tom Marks, 65, of Starke was 
arrested April 11 by Starke police 
for battery.

Tyler Ryan Recard, 18, of 
Keystone Heights was arrested 
April 13 by Bradford deputies 
for burglary and larceny.

Cody Franklin Rowe, 28, of 
Starke was arrested April 11 by 
Bradford deputies for an out-of-
county warrant.

Benjamin Phillip Stevens, 39, 
of Starke was arrested April 13 
by Bradford deputies for battery. 

Union County 
arrests:

Charles Arthur Futch, 33, of 
Lake Butler was arrested April 
10 by Union deputies on a Union 
County warrant for vehicle theft-
third degree grand theft.

   Anthony D. Hendrith, 23, of 
Lake Butler was arrested April 
14 by Union deputies for battery.

 
Michael Lloyd James, 43, of 

Lake Butler was arrested April 
11 by Union deputies for an out-
of-county warrant.

Samantha Shyann Polk, 26, 
of Brooker was arrested April 
10 by Union deputies for fraud-
insufficient funds check.

Kendal Brice Seay, 24, of 
Raiford was arrested April 15 by 
Union deputies for driving under 
the influence.

Kerrie Crawford Shields, 42, 
of Lake Butler was arrested April 
9 by Union deputies for an out-
of-county warrant.

Arielle Suzanne Spangler, 
19, of Lake Butler was arrested 
April 15 by Union deputies for 
possession of marijuana – not 
more than 20 grams.

Vinson O’Brian Wintons, 27, 
was arrested April 10 by Union 
deputies for an out-of-county 
warrant. 

CRIME
Continued from 2B

Pep rally gets students excited about testing
BY ATHIE SANDERS
Special to the Monitor

Third through sixth grade 
students about to take the 
Florida Standards Assessment 
at Keystone Heights Elementary 
School attended pep rallies in the 
gym to have fun and get excited 
about taking the tests in the 
coming weeks.

“We know you are going 
to do fantastic on your tests,” 
Principal Melanie Sanders told 
the students.  “You are ready.  
You have great teachers and they 
have taught you what you need to 
know to do awesome.” 

Sanders introduced special 
guests: varsity cheerleaders from 
the high school. The cheerleaders 
got the students boisterous. 

Students were told of 
incentives they could earn by 
doing their best on the exams.  

Limo rides, glow dance parties 
and food were mentioned.  

Assistant Principal Corinne 
Lavin passed out coupons for 
snacks from the school’s Snack 
Shack as student’s names were 
called for making educational 
gains in one or more areas on last 
year’s test.

Teachers chose a few students 
and they practiced dance moves 
for a dance contest, judged by 
which group received the loudest 
cheers.

Students also volunteered to 
be part of a panel. They  were  
asked questions about what 
they should do to prepare for 
the test now that it was about to 
happen. The answers: eat a good 
breakfast, get plenty of rest, read 
every question carefully, read all 
the answer choices and choose 
the best one and don’t rush were 

some responses.
The Florida Standards 

Assessment measures student 
mastery of the standards taught. 
Critical thinking is emphasized.  
The test includes more that 
multiple choice questions. 
Students will create graphs, 
interact with test content and 
write and respond in different 
ways.

Third-grade students will be 
required to achieve a certain 
score on the third grade 
assessment in order to advance 
to fourth grade. Students not 
meeting these criteria may still 
meet promotion requirements 
through other options provided.

Testing started the week of 
April 16 and go until the end of 
the first week in May. Schedules 
vary by grade and students are 
not tested every day.

Principal Melanie Sanders asked students to share one thing that was a good test 
taking technique or that they were going to do at home in the morning of test days.  
Willie said, “I’m going to eat pancakes!”  (L to R) Garrett Roberson, Ashly McCarthy, 
Melanie Sanders, Willie Hills, Tyson Baxter, Kevin Carne and Kaylee Luka.

Front and center, teacher Kenny Seneca displays his superhero shirt that says “I 
TEACH. What’s your SuperPower?” Students front row (L to R) Carl Gann, Trace Keen, 
Miles Johnson, Mathias Judson, Addison Smoth and Ryleigh Spivey. 

Sixth grade teacher Jessica Carter, Bryce Hollingsworth and Jasmine Randall practice 
dance moves before their 
turn in the dance contest.

Corinne Lavin, assistant 
principal and Melanie 
Sanders, principal get 
ready to get students 
excited about FSA testing.  
“We do all sorts of silly 
things to get them excited 
and pumped up about the 
test,” said Sanders.
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Church revives ministry to community
BY ATHIE SANDERS
Special to the Monitor

 Primetimers at Keystone 
United Methodist Church 
reconvened in February after 
years of inactivity. 

“Primetimers was a strong 
community outreach program 
that ended over 10 years ago, 
and we want to see it serving 
our community again,” said 
Fred Getzman.

Getzman revived the ministry 
in February. “I’m giving it three 
months then I’m out of here. 
At that time, we need someone 
willing to continue leading this 
group. I’ll help but I just can’t 
lead,” said Getzman.

Gilda Kinsey was introduced 
as the new chairwoman of the 
group.  Kinsey provided an 
outline of programing through 
October.

The dining room was set up 
to accommodate those with 
reservations but easily expanded 
by moving room dividers to 
provide tables for others that had 
become aware of the event and 
attended. Primetimers is open to 
everyone. “We want to have the 
community come, take all the 
barriers down and fill the tables,” 
said Kinsey.

Primetimers were served 
homemade chicken and rice, 
green beans, garlic bread or 
biscuit and chocolate frosted 
brownies.

Entertainment was provided 

by James and Sylvia, an acoustic 
guitar duo out of Jacksonville.  
The pair has released more than 
15 CDs including classical and 
contemporary guitar styles. 
Sylvia performed with the 
famous Cleveland Orchestra 
and James with The Olympics in 
Barcelona, Spain in 1991 and the 
2005 Super Bowl in Jacksonville.

Shelia Creigh will be guest 
speaker May 8 sharing her story 
of her childhood in England 

during World War II.  
“We celebrate Memorial Day 

in May and thought this a fitting 
program for all of us to remember 
the sacrifices made by all citizens 
in times of war,” said Kinsey.

The May meeting will feature a 
covered dish salad luncheon. Call 
the church office for questions 
and to make May reservations at 
352-473-3829.

Fred Getzman announced the search for a  permanent 
chairperson of Primetimers had been found. Chairwoman 
Gilda Kinsey will lead the interdenominational outreach 

program sponsored by Keystone Heights United 
Methodist Church.  Kinsey provided an outline of 

upcoming events reaching into October.

(L to R) Sandra Park, Linda Hazen, Jerry Hartman, Amy 
Hughes, Mikie Crawford, Walter Koehler and Sharon 

Harris mingle with new acquaintances as they eat lunch.

Entertainment was provided by James and Sylvia, 
Classical and Contemporary guitarists.

Jim Smith is served chicken and rice, green beans 
and choice of biscuit or garlic bread by (L to R) Tanya 

Dennison, Laura Dean and Angel Linquist.

Sheila Creigh and Pete Sutton purchased a CD 
from James Kalal at the end of James and Sylvia’s 

performance. 
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agreement for current rates, terms and requirements. Open to both personal and commercial members. Must be funded 
with money currently not on deposit at Florida Credit Union. Minimum balance to open share certificate is $5,000.00 with a 
maximum of $5,000,000.00. APY = 1.39% for 9-month CD, APY = 1.65%, rate = 1.65% for 13-month CD, and APY = 2.00%, rate = 
1.99% for 15-month CD. After maturity, if you choose to roll over your CD, you will earn dividends according to the CD agreement 
or at the then current rate/APY as stated on www.flcu.org at that time. Limited time offer subject to change at any time without 
notice. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals which may reduce earnings. Visit www.flcu.org for membership 
eligibility requirements. Federally insured by the NCUA. Florida Credit Union – P.O. Box 5549, Gainesville, FL 32627.

To learn more about this special, or to learn all our 
current rates & specials,  call FCU’s Starke branch at 
(904) 964-1427 or visit us online at flcu.org/cd.

Available for a limited time!

%2.00APY*
15-MONTH CERTIFICATE 
$5,000 MINIMUM

FCU is also offering a Money Market Special! 
Visit us online or call your local branch for more details about our 
2018 Money Market opportunities.  

%1.25APY*
2018 Money  
Market Special
$50,000 – $4.9 MILLION IN DEPOSITS**

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 1/2/18. You must ask for this offer. Terms, restrictions and conditions 
apply. See account agreement for current rates, terms and account requirements. Open to both personal and 
commercial members. New money market account must be opened during the time period of 1/2/17 – 12/31/18 and 
must be funded with money currently not on deposit at Florida Credit Union. **Minimum balance to open account 
is $50,000.00. Introductory APY will apply from account opening until 12/31/18 regardless of account opening date. 
Balances $10,000.00-$24,999.99 will earn 0.15% APY, 0.15% rate; $25,000.00-$49,999.99 will earn 0.20% APY, 0.20% 
rate; $50,000.00 - $4,999,999.99 will earn 1.25% APY, 1.24% rate; $5,000,000.00+ will earn 0.15% APY, 0.15% rate. On 
1/1/19, all introductory rates/APYs will adjust to the then current money market rate/APY as stated on www.flcu.org at that 
time. Dividends are compounded and credited monthly. You may not make more than a combined six transfers and/or 
withdrawals per month from this account. Withdrawals may reduce APY and fees may reduce earnings. Limited time offer 
subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice. Rates are subject to change at any time including after the 
account has been opened. Visit www.flcu.org for membership eligibility requirements. Federally insured by NCUA.

FCU STARKE BRANCH 
2460 COMMERCIAL DRIVE

STARKE, FL 32091
(904) 964–1427

Visit flcu.org/cd for more information.

Call to start 
saving today!

Available for a limited time!

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

You are invited to travel 
around the world to help fight 
cancer, but you only have to 
travel to Starke to do so.

The annual Bradford-
Keystone-Union Relay for 
Life, a fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society, is 
this weekend, starting Friday, 
April 20, at 6 p.m. and ending 

Saturday, April 21, at 2 a.m. 
The theme for the eight-hour 
event, which takes place at the 
Bradford High School track, 
is Relay Around the World.

For those unfamiliar with 
the event, it is not an actual 
relay or race, where runners 
hand off batons. Instead, it is 
an event that features food, 
entertainment and fun for the 
entire family, all for a good 
cause.

You will see people walking 
around the track as fundraising 
teams are asked to have at 
least one member walking at 
all times. Linda Lee, who is 
chairing this year’s event, said 
that symbolizes the ongoing 
fight against cancer.

“When you have cancer, it’s 
a full-time battle,” she said.

Cancer survivors and their 
caregivers are encouraged to 
attend. Altrusa International 
of Starke will provide a free 
dinner for survivors and 
their caregivers at 5 p.m. 
After dinner, survivors and 
caregivers are asked to take 
part in the opening lap so that 

they may be recognized.
Survivors and caregivers 

can register online at relay.
acsevents.org (enter zip code 
32091 to find the event), but 
they can also register on site.

Prior to the opening lap, the 
event will begin with Emily 
O’Neal singing the national 
anthem and Roman Alvarez 
giving the invocation.

Various food options 
will be available for those 
who attend. For example, 
the Madison Street Baptist 
Church Tumornators will 
be selling sausage (Roy’s) 
dogs, while Church of God 
by Faith will be selling 

chicken and rice. In keeping 
with the Around the World 
theme, Community State 
Bank, representing Australia, 
will selling chicken on the 
barbie. The Bradford County 
Sheriff’s Office will have one 
of your dessert options in the 
form of strawberry shortcake.

“A lot of people go out to eat 
on Friday night, so why not 
just come down to the track? 
You can eat your supper right 
there and get your dessert, 
too,” Lee said.

Crowning royalty, 
racing boxcars and 
more Relay events

As usual, the Relay for Life 
will have several scheduled 
activities, including one that 
began last year and proved to 
be a hit — the I’m in for the 
Cure Royalty Pageant, which 
will start at 6:30 p.m.

“We had more spectators for 

Bradford-Keystone-Union Relay for Life starts Friday at BHS track

Linda Lee (left) shares an emotional moment with Sam 
Patel, who listens to his granddaughter Simran talk 
about how cancer affected their family at last year’s 

Relay for Life. Patel lost his wife, Hema, to squamous cell 
carcinoma.

Esther Lawson waves the checkered flag to start last 
year’s boxcar race. The race returned to the local Relay 

for Life when Lawson served as its chair and has proven 
to be a popular activity.

See RELAY, 2B
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The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Florida Twin Theatre
All Seats $6 Before 6 p.m.    964-5451  
Visit us on-line at www.FloridaTwinTheatre.com

SCREEN 1
Starts Friday

Fri 7:00, 9:05
Sat 4:50, 7:00, 9:05

Sun 4:50, 7:00
Wed - Thur 7:15

Fri 7:05, 9:10
Sat 5:05, 7:05, 9:10

Sun 5:05, 7:05
Wed - Thur 7:30

SCREEN 2
Now Showing

Lucy Hale Dwayne Johnson

         Victory Christian Center 
                       Spring Festival 

Saturday  4/21   from 9:00 - 4:00 P.M. 

Please call Ardry for any information  
Address 705 SW 6th Street, Lake Butler 32054

Happy 21st Birthday 
Nicholas

Love, 
Momma

Lyn Veliz, who emcees 
the Relay for Life with her 
father, Chuck Kramer, is 

pictured with her daughter, 
Dani, during last year’s 

I’m in for the Cure Royalty 
Pageant. The pageant is 

open to age divisions 0-3, 
4-6, 7-9 and 10-12, with 

winners (male and female) 
being selected in each and 
an overall king and queen 

crowned.

those nine little contestants 
than we’ve ever had for any 
other kind of entertainment,” 
Lee said of last year’s pageant.

A prince and princess will 
be crowned for each age 
division: 0-3, 4-6, 7-9 and 
10-12. Second- and third-
place finishers will also be 
recognized.

An overall king and queen 
will be selected from among 
the division winners.

The entry fee is $20 prior to 
Relay for Life and $25 the day 
of the event.

To register or learn more, 
please send email to contact@
rowepp.com or call 352-468-
3306 (extension 226).

Another popular event 
returns at 7:15 p.m. — the 
boxcar race.

“It’s just gotten bigger and 
better every year,” Lee said. 
“We expect it to grow this 

RELAY
Continued from 1B

The reason I relay is for 
our community. This is 

my 15th year helping with 
Relay for Life. On a more 
personal note, my mom 

had a five-year battle with 
cancer and lost the battle 

last July. Every single 
family is affected by this 
horrible disease. I hope 

and pray one day we find 
a cure. Every person and 
every dollar can make a 

difference I just hope I can 
do my part and help find 

a cure.
— Chrissy Thompson

Why I relay

year.”
The frozen T-shirt contest 

also returns, starting at 8:15 
p.m. Contestants race each 
other to put on T-shirts that 
have been soaked, wadded up 
and frozen.

The Downtown Girls 
fundraising team will host 
bingo at 9:30 p.m., while the 
scavenger hunt begins at 11 
p.m.

Various themed laps 

are scheduled as well, so 
don any necessary items if 
walking: NASCAR lap 7-8 
p.m., Vintage Relay for Life 
Shirt 8-9 p.m., Paint Your 
World Purple (wear all the 
purple you can find) 9-10 
p.m., Olympic Spirit (how 
many Olympic sports can 
you represent?) 10-11 p.m., 
Country 11 p.m.-midnight 
and Pajama Party/Wacky Hair 
or Hat midnight-1 a.m.

Why Relay exists
The overriding theme of 

Relay for Life, of course, is 
cancer. The event brings about 
a mixture of emotions, from 
elation as survivors walk the 
ceremonial first lap to sadness 
as those who’ve succumbed to 
the disease are remembered.

A survivor or caregiver is 
scheduled to speak at 8 p.m. 
At 9:30 p.m., the luminaria 
ceremony begins. That portion 
of Relay is when the track’s 
lights are turned off, leaving 
only the light produced by 
candles that have been placed 

I’m very blessed to have 
survived the disease. 

While I was going through 
treatments, I looked into 

what those drugs were and 
learned that for two of the 
three, the research were 
funded by the American 

Cancer Society. I decided 
to give back and help 

raise more money to fund 
more research to save 

other lives. Right now, my 
husband’s best friend is 

battling pancreatic cancer. 
Several of my customers 

(at Walgreens of Starke) as 
well. They just keep adding 

up. So I keep going.
— Melanie Fuhrman

Getting others together 
from the community and 
raising awareness of all 
the different things the 

American Cancer Society 
does do — not just the 

Relay for Life. It has a place 
close to my heart.
— Hannah Honour

I relay because as a nurse, 
I’m tired of seeing my 
patients struggle with 

cancer. As a friend and 
family member, I’m tired 
of seeing people I love 
battle the disease. And 

as a mother, I never want 
my children to hear the 

words, “You have cancer.” 
Raising money for the 

American Cancer Society 
is something that I can do 
to make a difference in the 
fight. Until there’s a cure, 

I’ll be Relaying.
— Esther Lawson

My passion to Relay began 
in 2009 when my mom 

was diagnosed with breast 
cancer. I had a desire to 
make a difference for her 
or someone else battling 

cancer. I Relayed then 
because my faith and hope 
for finding a cure was so 

strong. I assured my mom 
that I would never lose 

hope. I Relay now for those 
that are fighting for another 
Birthday. I Relay because I 

love people.
—Dodie Sapp

“I just Relay to kick 
cancer’s butt one day.”

— Linda Lee

in bags lining the track. Each 
bag represents someone who 
has cancer or who has died 
because of cancer.

“Whenever you walk 
around the track and see those 
hundreds and hundreds of 
bags lit up, it really touches 
your heart,” Lee said.

You may have a bag created 
in memory of someone by 
visiting relay.acsevents.org, 
contacting any fundraising 
team member, calling Lee 
at 904-966-3022 or sending 
email to Hannah Honour at 
mshonour@gmail.com.

A donation of $5 is asked 
for a luminaria bag.

So many are touched by 
cancer. Lee is no exception. 
She continues to be involved 
with Relay for Life because of 
the loss of one of her parents.

“One of the things that 
really keeps me going is the 
form of cancer that my mom 
passed away from, which is 
squamous non-small cell lung 
cancer,” Lee said. “When she 
passed away in ’99, it was 
100-percent terminal. You 
may live nine months, or you 
may live two years, but you 
weren’t going to live past that.

“Now, there is a drug that 
will considerably extend the 
life expectancy for people 
with that form of cancer.”

Guy, McGruder, Wil-
liams combine for 
5 district titles for 
KHHS
9 individuals, 2 relay teams earn the right to 
compete in Region 2-2A finals

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Keystone Heights High School’s Alex Guy and Camryn Williams 
each won two events, while Marcus McGruder won another at the 
District 5-2A track and field finals, which were held April 11-12 in 
Gainesville at Oak Hall High School and Fred Cone Park.

Guy finished well ahead of runner-up Delton Nealy of Palatka in 
the 800m, crossing the line in 2:06.11. Nealy had a time of 2:31.48.

In the 1600m, Guy had a first-place time of 4:48.51 to finish ahead 
of Santa Fe’s Rilyn Crouch (4:57.22).

Girls’ team member Camryn Williams won both long-distance 
runs, finishing the 1600m in 5:37.42 and the 3200m in 12:50.09. 
Teammate Haley Phillips was second in the 1600m with a time of 
5:54.86, while Eastside’s Natalie Wolpert was second in the 3200m 
with a time of 13:20.43.

McGruder won the triple jump with a distance of 12.28 meters. He 
also qualified for regional competition in the long jump with a third-
place distance of 5.96 and the 
high jump by clearing a fourth- See KHHS, 3B

Camryn Williams takes off 
at the start of the 1600m. 

She won it and the 3200m.



BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

When you get chance to 
continue playing a sport you 
love in college, how many words 
do you need to describe your 
feelings?

One seemed pretty sufficient 
for Bradford High School 
senior Chelsea Creighton, who 
signed a letter of intent during 
an April 12 ceremony in the 
BHS gym to play volleyball at 
Jackson, Mississippi’s Belhaven 
University.

“Super exciting,” Creighton 
said when asked to describe 
how she felt. “Just blessed and 
excited.”

She then laughed and said, 
“I don’t want to say excited too 
much.”

Why not? It seemed the perfect 
word for the right side hitter to 
use. She once couldn’t imagine 
receiving such an opportunity. 
However, during the summer 
prior to her junior year, she 
created a profile on Next College 
Student Athlete, an organization 
that connects student athletes 
with college coaches. As a 
result, she received interest from 
schools such as Trinity College of 
Florida, Edward Waters College, 
Wesleyan College, Mississippi 
University for Women, College 
of Saint Elizabeth, Elms College, 
Haverford College, Wisconsin 
Lutheran College and Wheaton 
College as well as Belhaven.

“All these colleges started 
following me,” Creighton said. 
“I took some visits. I just fell in 
love with Belhaven.”

Creighton said Belhaven 
appealed to her because the 
campus is beautiful and it offers 
her the chance to take advantage 
of a dual-degree program with 
the University of Mississippi.

“My goal is to go into the 
field of surgery,” Creighton 
said, adding, “I’m thrilled at the 
opportunities (the dual-degree 
program) presents.”

Plus, Creighton said all the 
people in Mississippi are nice. 
She especially received a warm 
welcome from the school’s 
coaches and players.

“They were so sweet,” she 
said. “It’s like a family — one 
big family.”

At the conclusion of her senior 
season at BHS, Creighton was 
first on the team in service aces 
(26) and second on the team in 
kills (98), blocks (21) and digs 
(117).

Creighton, who began playing 

volleyball in the seventh grade 
at Bradford Middle School, also 
played for the club teams Vision 
Volleyball of Gainesville and 
Black Creek Volleyball.

Former BHS Head Coach 
Belinda Phillips, who was 
Creighton’s coach for her senior 
year, was unable to attend the 
signing ceremony, but sent the 
Telegraph-Times-Monitor the 
following statement in a text 
message: “Chelsea is a great 
volleyball player. I knew when 
I first started coaching her, she 
would be an asset, not only to 
Bradford, but to any team she 
was a part of. I wish Chelsea 

the best and am glad she has 
the opportunity to further her 
education playing the sport she 
loves.”

Creighton also loves to play 
tennis, having played all four 
years at BHS, the last three of 
which she was the number-one 
seed. She may try to play at 
Belhaven.

“Possibly,” Creighton said. 
“After a year, when I see how 
it is playing volleyball, I could 
maybe try to pursue it if I still 
wanted to. I don’t see why not.”

For now, though, the focus is 
on volleyball. She can’t wait for 
her first time on the court as a 

Belhaven Blazer.
“Wow. That’s just going to be 

amazing,” Creighton said.
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Dr. Virgil A. Berry
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN
Serving the area for 29 years.

“Modern methods with old-fashioned concern.”

• Auto Accidents
• Work Injuries
• Headaches
• Neck and Back Pain

Back & Neck Pain Clinic

Contact me today at
904-364-0123

Dawn Corbett
DAWN CORBETT AGENCY INC
116 N Walnut St
Starke, FL 32091
904-364-0123
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We are an insurance 
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Tree & Field
Services, Inc.

24 Hour Emergency Services

• Complete Tree Services
• Land Clearing
• Privacy, Wood & Farm 

Fences

• Debris Removal
• Firewood & 

Cooking Wood
• Residential & Commercial

BHS’ Creighton to play volleyball at Belhaven

Bradford High School senior Chelsea Creighton, seated between parents Stacey and Dave Creighton, signs her 
letter of intent to play volleyball at Belhaven University.

place height of 1.75.
The top four finishers in each 

event qualified for the Region 
2 finals, which will be held 
Wednesday, April 25, at First 
Academy in Orlando.

Besides Phillips’ performance 
in the 1600m, Keystone also 
got second-place finishes from 
its boys’ 4x400m relay team 
and girls’ team member Jessi 
Yeldell in the high jump. The 
relay team, consisting of  Guy, 
Ryan Williams, Garrett Stanley 
and Jerry Payne, had a time of 
3:38.85, while Yeldell cleared 
1.35.

The girls’ team, which finished 
as the district runner-up, got a pair 
of third-place finishes: Victoria 
Bannon in the 100m hurdles with 
a time of 19.55 and the 4x400m 
relay team of Phillips, Yeldell, 
Danielle Garvey and Lindsay 
Schrader with a time of 4:30.49.

Emily Loose also qualified for 
regionals by placing fourth in the 
high jump with a height of 1.25.

Bannon and Yeldell each came 
close to qualifying for regionals 
in other events as well. Bannon 
had a fifth-place time of 55.55 in 

the 300m hurdles, while Yeldell 
had a fifth-place distance of 8.57 
in the triple jump. Eastside’s 
Keonna Perry grabbed the 
last regional spot in the 300m 
hurdles with a time of 52.46, 
while Santa Fe’s Raven Harrison 
beat out Yeldell for the last spot 
in the triple jump with a distance 
of 9 meters.

Natalie Hilliard missed out 
on a regional bid with a fifth-
place time of 19.86 in the 100m 
hurdles. Newberry’s Kaleo 
Marshall was fourth with a time 
of 19.75.

The boys’ team had another 
regional qualifier in Raymond 
Anderson, who was third in the 
discus with a throw of 36.24, 
while Payne and Tyler Shaw 
each missed qualifying for 
regional events by one place. 
Payne was fifth in the 800m 
with a time of 2:12.60, finishing 
behind Eastside’s Stephen Smith, 
who had a time of 2:11.33. Shaw 
was fifth in the 3200m with a 
time of 11:20.32, getting beat out 
by Santa Fe’s Blake Lofing, who 
had a time of 11:14.23.

Keystone’s boys had a pair 
of sixth-place finishes from its 
4x800m relay team of Shaw, 
Tyler Colaw, Tyler Cumbus 
and Luke Qualls (10:07.95) and 

Mason Stitt in the triple jump 
(10.76), a seventh-place finish 
from Cumbus in the discus 
(30.86) and an eighth-place finish 
from its 4x100m relay team of 
McGruder, Stitt, Williams and 
Josh Prendergast (46.97).

Other boys’ results: 100m — 
Prendergast 12.96, Qualls 14.20; 
200m — Luke Van Zant 34.20; 
400m — Van Zant 1:17.20; 
800m — Stanley 2:33.99, Colaw 
2:46.36; long jump — Stitt 5.17; 
shot put — Ian Schofield 9.80, 
Cumbus 9.61, Zachary Parmeter 
8.82; and discus — Schofield 
27.46, Parmeter 18.26.

The girls’ team got a pair 
of sixth-place finishes from 
Loose in the triple jump (8.52) 
and Emerald Hall in the discus 
(23.54) and a pair of seventh-
place finishes from Garvey in 
the long jump (4.47) and Destiny 
Bright in the discus (23.16).

Other girls’ results: 100m — 
Garvey 14.35; 800m — Schrader 
3:02.30; long jump — Loose 
3.56, Catherine Shobris 3.12; 
shot put —Bright 7.71, Hall 6.68, 
Victoria Snider 6.27, Angelica 
Loftis 5.27; and discus — Snider 
20.58, Brianna Riley 11.60.

KHHS
Continued from 2B

Camryn Williams won 
district championships in 

the 1600m and 3200m.

Haley Phillips earned 
a regional berth with a 
runner-up finish in the 

1600m.

Alex Guy won district 
championships in the 800m 

and 1600m.
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Serving Families in North Florida since 1973

STARKE OFFICE OPEN 8:30 to 5:00 MON-FRI
Hwy 301 North, Starke • 904-964-2010

 (Next to Best Western)

The area’s largest supplier of Colored Granite
When Quality Counts, You Can Count On Us

Primary Location in Lake City at 561 NW Hilton Ave.

Member of Better Business Bureau
Monument Builders of North America

Florida Monument Builders
FL Lic. # F037700

340 E. Walker Drive
(SR 100)

Keystone Heights
352.473.3176jonesgallagherfh.com

P. Steven Futch
Funeral Director

Joe Gallagher
Owner/Funeral Director

We’re here for you…

To help celebrate a life…to help say goodbye.
Whether your loved one wanted a traditional funeral or a more casual way to 

bring family and friends together, we’ll help your remembrance be something 
special. Let us ease the burden and help you celebrate a life in a wonderful way.

Complete Funeral Arrangements • Pre-planning Assistance • Cremation Services • Monuments
Out of Town Arrangements • Spacious and Intimate Facilities • O�  Street Parking

Kelli Parks Moreland
Funeral Director

620 East Nona Street
(corner of SR 100)

Starke
904.964.6200

620 East Nona Street
(corner of SR 100)

Starke
904.964.6200

340 E. Walker Drive
(SR 100)

Keystone Heights
352.473.3176

Obituaries
Alicia Baker
HAMPTON— Alicia Dawn 

Baker passed away at home on 
Sunday, April 15, 2018 following 
a lengthy illness. Alicia was born 
in Gainesville on Oct. 20,1978 to 
Lynda Clayton Baker and Jeffery 
Baker. Alicia was raised in and 
around the Starke Area and attended 
Bradford County public schools. 
She loved to cook, do art projects 
with her children and going to the 
beach. She had a passion for music 
and was an avid movie buff. She 
loved to make people laugh and had 
a generous heart and a forgiving 
nature.

She is survived by: her daughters, 
Mia Thomas of Hampton Lake and Anna Strickland of Keystone 
Heights; her mother, Lynda Baker of Hampton; her father, Jeffery 
Baker of Hampton; sister, Nicole Baker of Hampton; brother, 
Jeffery Baker of Hampton; sister, Leigh-Ann Baker of Hampton; 
grandmothers, Anna Clayton of Hampton Lake and Helen Baker of 
Hampton and numerous cousins, nieces, nephews, aunts and uncles.

A celebration of life will be held beginning at 4:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 19th at 7664 SW CR 18 on Hampton Lake. A family 
burial service will be held at a later date at Santa Fe cemetery.    

PAID OBITUARY

Arthur Cote
STARKE— Arthur “Art” Roland 

Cote, age 65, of Starke passed away 
on Monday, April 9, 2018 at Shands 
at the University of Florida in 
Gainesville with his loving family 
by his side.  Art was born in Derry, 
New Hampshire on Aug. 23, 1952 
to the late Roland “Roe” Cote and 
Evelyn “Eve” Lambert Cote.  Art 
was raised in New Hampshire and 
attended Pinkerton Academy.  After 
school, Art relocated to Jacksonville 
to help his grandfather with 
beekeeping. Shortly after, Art joined 
the United States Navy and proudly 
served during the Vietnam War.  
Following his honorable discharge 
from the military, Art worked in 
many different careers. Art was a 
jack of all trades and enjoyed many hobbies throughout his life.  He 
was a Carriage Driver for the horse and buggies in St. Augustine, a 
cabinetmaker, mechanic, and finally a manager at Call a Mattress 
in Starke for over 25 years.  Art met the love of his life, Cynthia 
Elder Thomas, while working at the mattress factory and happily 
married her on April 6, 2003.  Art was a devoted husband and loved 
Cindy and her son, Scott, dearly.  Art enjoyed wood working, fishing, 
cooking and collecting frogs.  He was nicknamed the “Frog Prince” 
for his frog fascination and was known for his amazing meals.  He 
was preceded in death by his parents; nephew, Freddie Smith; his 
brother-in-law, Mr. David Walton.

Art is survived by: his loving wife, Cynthia M. Cote of Starke; 
his step – son, Scott Thomas and companion, Sara Bayles, of 
Hawthorne; his brother, Peter Cote of Manchester, New Hampshire; 
and his sisters, Donna Smith Walton of Goffstown, New Hampshire 
and Martha Cote of St. Augustine.

A Celebration of Art’s Life will be held at a later date. Arrangements 
are under the care and direction of V. Todd Ferreira Funeral Services 
and Archie Tanner Memorial Chapel, Starke.  904-964-5757. Visit 
www.ferreirafuneralservices.com  to sign the family’s guest book.

PAID OBITUARY

Cleo Goss
STARKE—Cleo Marie Goss passed away peacefully on Friday, 

March 30, 2018 at the age of 102. Cleo was born on Nov. 14, 1915 
in Dallas, Georgia.  For many years, Cleo worked in Jacksonville at 
Purcell’s and Nancy Scott as credit manager. She was predeceased by 
her parents, Georgia and Garrett Ragsdale; sister, Mildred Ragsdale; 
brother, George L. Ragsdale; first husband, Charles William 
Strickler; second husband, James Edwin Goss; and step-son, Charles 
W. Strickler, Jr.

Cleo is survived by stepdaughter, Nancy Strickler Arnold; nieces, 
Brenda Ragsdale Roberts, and Martha Ragsdale Muntean; nephew, 
Jerry Ragsdale.

The family gives special thanks and praise to Jeanette Campbell 
for the many years of loving care and friendship given to Cleo and 
to Cleo’s wonderful caregivers and friends at Windsor Health and 
Rehabilitation Center. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
First United Methodist Church, Windsor Health and Rehabilitation 
Center in Starke, Haven Hospice in Orange Park or charity of your 
choice. 

A memorial service will be held May 8 at 2:00 pm at First United 
Methodist Church, 200 N. Walnut Street, Starke, followed by a 
private burial service at Jacksonville National Cemetery where her 
ashes will be placed next to those of James E. Goss. Arrangements 
are under the care and direction of V. Todd Ferreira Funeral Services 
and Archie Tanner Memorial Chapel, Starke. 904-964-5757. Visit 
www.ferreirafuneralservices.com  to sign the family’s guest book.

PAID OBITUARY

Mary Jenkins
LAKE BUTLER—Mary Alice Jenkins, 72, a lifelong resident Lake Butler 

died on Monday, April 9, 2018. She was born to the late Lloyd and Margaret 
Bradley in Jacksonville. She is preceded in death by her husband of 52 years, 
Walter Wayne Jenkins Sr.; son, Walter Wayne Jenkins Jr.; grandchildren, 
Daniel T. Jenkins II, Edward Wayne Stratton Sr., Callie Rose Stratton. 

She is survived by: children, Daniel T. (Lydia) Jenkins, Scott B. Jenkins, 
Janet Diane (Lydia) Stratton; fourteen brothers and sisters; six grandchildren; 
and four great-grandchildren.

A graveside service was held on April 13 at Mt. Zion Cemetery. 
Arrangements are under the care of Archer Funeral Home, Lake Butler. 

Betty Lee
LAKE BUTLER— Betty Jean 

Feagle Lee, age 89, passed away on 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018. She was 
born in St. Petersburg to the late Albert 
and Bertie Keene Feagle on Jan. 21, 
1929. As a young girl she moved to the 
Lake Butler area and met her husband 
George W. Lee, Jr. of Lulu. At 21, Betty 
and George married on April 15, 1950. 
Betty was a homemaker and devoted 
mother to their one son, Ronald (Ronnie) 
D. Lee. She was a longtime member of 
The Lulu Advent Christian Church in 
Lulu. She and George enjoyed traveling 
together and for many years she enjoyed 
square dancing. Betty was an excellent 
seamstress and she also crocheted. She 
loved dogs and she especially loved beagles. She collected many kinds of 
figurines over the years and beagles were one of her favorites. She loved to 
read and enjoyed being at home.

Betty is preceded in death by her parents; her husband, George W. Lee, 
Jr.; and her son, Ronald D. Lee. Betty will be greatly missed by her family 
and friends. 

Services for Betty were held on April 13 at Archer Funeral Home in Lake 
Butler, Pastor Roy Morrison officiating. Interment followed at Oak Grove 
Cemetery.

PAID OBITUARY

Cecil Taylor
LAKE BUTLER—Cecil Jessie Taylor, 63, of Lake Butler died on 

Saturday, March 31, 2018. He was born to the late Howard and Virginia 
Taylor in Peirce County, Georgia where he was raised. He retired as a 
maintenance technician. He is preceded in death by: father, Howard Taylor; 
mother, Virginia Durrance Taylor; brother, Sgt. Larry Durrance; sister, Jenny 
L. Taylor; sister-in- law, Annie Dickson; maternal grandparents, Jessie and 
Hattie Durrance; and paternal grandparents, William and Jennie Taylor. 

He is survived by: brothers, Bruce E. Dickson, Howard (Cathy) Taylor Jr.; 
and sisters, Jeanette King, Mildred L. (Jerry) Thompson. 

A graveside service will be held on April 21 at Ramah Cemetery in Pierce 
County, Georgia. Arrangements are under the care of Archer Funeral Home, 
Lake Butler. 

Joseph Thornton
LAKE BUTLER— Joseph B. “Joe” Thornton, 75, of Lake Butler died 

on Friday, April 13, 2018 at home, surrounded by his family, following a 
lengthy illness. He was born March 17, 1943 to the late Carl Thornton and 
Beulah Green Thornton. He was retired from E.I. DuPont and was a farmer. 
He was a member of Pine Level Baptist Church. 

He is survived by: his wife of 57 years, Dorothy “Dottie” Thornton; 
children, Suzanne Mills, Janice (Joe) Thagard and Blaine Thornton; four 
grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. 

Services were held on April 16 at Archer Funeral Home, Lake Butler with 
Bro. Mark Ogle and Bro. Roman Alvarez officiating. For more information, 
please call 386-496-2008. A private burial will be at later date at the family 
cemetery.

Louis Wilkins
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS—Louis E. 

“Mr. Lou” Wilkins, age 83, of Keystone 
Heights passed away Sunday, April 
15, 2018 at his home after an extended 
illness. He was born July 26, 1934 in 
Newfane, New York to the late Elwood 
and Marion (Hall) Wilkins. Following 
his years of service in the United States 
Army, Mr. Wilkins decided to make 
Florida his home. He had lived in Lake 
City for several years then he retired to 
Keystone Heights in 1991.  Mr. Wilkins 
spent 28 years in law enforcement and 
16 of those were in Union County as 
a corrections officer. He is preceded 
in death by: his wife, Danette Wilkins; 
a son, David Wilkins; a daughter, Wendy Wilkins, and a granddaughter, 
Cynthia “Nikki” Mann. 

His survivors are: his son, Douglas Wilkins; three daughters, Linda 
Buckler, Melanie Wilkins, and Cyndi Warfel. Also left behind are five 
grandchildren Crystal Browning, John Warfel, Tanisha Adkins, Jessica Hunt, 
and Jasmine Warfel along with seven great-grandchildren. 

A memorial service for Mr. Wilkins will be held at 6:00 p.m., Monday, 
April 23 in the Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home Chapel. Arrangements are 
under the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, Keystone Heights. 352-
473-3176.www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

Wayne Wilson
MELROSE— Wayne “Pork Chop” Wilson, 61, of Melrose died on 

Monday, April 9, 2018 at Shands UF in Gainesville after an extended illness. 
He was born in Augusta, Georgia on July 12, 1956 to Albert Pinkney and 
Bessie Sue Wilson. Raised in Archer, he moved to Melrose 30 years ago.  
He was preceded in death by his parents. 

He is survived by: his wife of 29 years, Darla J. Wilson of Melrose; sons, 
Kevin Wayne (Heidi) Wilson of Melrose and Kevin Michael (Cassie) Wilson 
of Melrose; brother, Danny Wilson of Ocala; two grandchildren and many 
other family members. 

A memorial service was held April 13 at Eliam Baptist Church, Melrose. 
Arrangements are under the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 
Keystone Heights. 

Letters
On Their Job
Last Friday as I was going 

south on the road to the east 
of the Union County School, I 
received a phone call, so I pulled 
off to the edge of the highway so 
I could answer the call. Less than 
a minute into the phone call two 
Union County deputies pulled up 
wanting to know if they could 
help me. So I got off the phone 

and answered the deputies, I 
needed to go get a key from a 
teacher at the high school to do 
work at a local church in Lake 
Butler. I thanked the deputies for 
being alert to the safety of the 
students at the school. Deputies 
keep it up.

Henry Hodge
Lawtey

BHS softball team ends regular-
season district play with 10-9 win

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Savana Shealey drove in what would prove to be the game winner 
as the Bradford High School softball team defeated visiting Palatka 
10-9 on April 12 to end regular-season District 5-5A play with a 6-6 
record.

Shealey hit a sacrifice fly in the bottom of the fifth that scored 
Brooklyn Wiggins, who reached on a double, and put Bradford up 
10-7.

Palatka scored two runs with two outs in the top of the seventh 
before a ground out to second baseman Shianne Cassels ended the 
game.

Cassels, who went 2-for-2, Jaycee Edwards, who went 2-for-4, and 
Shealey each had two RBI. Talia Brown, Gracie Blankenship, Emily 
McCoy and Markayla Sanford each had one RBI, with Blankenship 

11-1 loss to Baker is 
Indians’ 3rd straight

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Baker County handed the 
Keystone Heights High School 
baseball team its third straight 
loss by a score of 11-1 on April 
16 in Glen St. Mary.

Cole Mattox went 2-for-2 for 
the Indians (8-11), but the rest of 
the team went a combined 3-for-
18. One of those three hits was a 
double by Trey Alsabrook.

Prior to playing Baker, 
Keystone dropped two straight 
District 5-5A games.

On April 12, visiting Fort 
White scored three runs in the top 
of the sixth to defeat Keystone 
5-3.

A single by Andrew Cox in the 
bottom of the fifth scored Conner 
Osteen, who walked, and gave 
the Indians a 3-2 lead.

Osteen went 2-for-3 with a 
solo home run and two RBI.

Keystone’s district record 
dropped to 5-6 with a 14-12 
loss to Santa Fe on April 13 in 

Alachua.
The Raiders scored 11 runs 

in the second inning, taking 
advantage of nine hits, two errors 
and a hit batter.

Keystone had a nine-run third 
inning that featured two two-run 
doubles by Alsabrook and Gary 
Searle.

Alsabrook had three RBI, 
while Searle, who went 3-for-5, 
had two. Mattox and Osteen each 
had one RBI, with Osteen going 
2-for-4. Nate Gagnon went 2-for-
5.

Searle pitched the final 4.2 
innings, giving up one unearned 
run on three hits and two walks.

The Indians played North 
Marion this past Tuesday and 
will host district opponent P.K. 
Yonge on Friday, April 20, at 7 
p.m. Keystone then travels to 
play Ridgeview on Tuesday, 
April 24, at 4:30 p.m. before 
returning home to play Clay on 
Wednesday, April 25, at 7 p.m.

See BHS, 5B
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• Roof Leaks • Re-Roofs • Shingles

• Metal • Low Slope • Mobile Home

• Commercial • Lifetime Roofs

• Siding • Rotten Wood Replacement

FREE ESTIMATES • Locally Owned

www.LewisWalkerRoofing.com

Guaranteed Best Service
Guaranteed Best Warranties

Guaranteed Best Prices

Toll Free 866-959-7663

The annual meeting of the stockholders of

for the election of Directors, and the transaction of any other business that may 
come before the meeting, will be held at The Woman’s Club of Starke,

201 North Walnut Street in Starke on Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 6:00 p.m.

The Weekly Paw Print: 
October has been designated as Adopt A This 
week we salute the unsung heroes of veterinary 
medicine. I’m talking about National Veterinary 
Technician Week. The individuals you see 
assisting the veterinarian do more than you 
can see in the exam room alone. Veterinary 
technicians deliver medications, administer and 
monitor anesthesia, assist the veterinarian in 
surgery, collect and run lab tests, and so much 
more. They do all that they do while remaining 
patient and compassionate. They never lose 
sight of what their mission is and why they are 
there. The veterinarians, veterinary technicians, 
and the veterinary receptionists make up the 
veterinary team. Veterinarians rely on their team 
to care and provide for their patients beyond 
just the medicine. This week I would like to 
personally thank my awesome team. I could not 
do what I do without their help, their inspiration 
to be the best, and their compassion. It is my 
privilege to work with each and every one of 
them. Next time you see a member of your 
veterinary health care team, give them two 
paws up!

The Weekly Paw Print: 
October has been designated as Adopt A This 
week we salute the unsung heroes of veterinary 
medicine. I’m talking about National Veterinary 
Technician Week. The individuals you see 
assisting the veterinarian do more than you 
can see in the exam room alone. Veterinary 
technicians deliver medications, administer and 
monitor anesthesia, assist the veterinarian in 
surgery, collect and run lab tests, and so much 
more. They do all that they do while remaining 
patient and compassionate. They never lose 
sight of what their mission is and why they are 
there. The veterinarians, veterinary technicians, 
and the veterinary receptionists make up the 
veterinary team. Veterinarians rely on their team 
to care and provide for their patients beyond 
just the medicine. This week I would like to 
personally thank my awesome team. I could not 
do what I do without their help, their inspiration 
to be the best, and their compassion. It is my 
privilege to work with each and every one of 
them. Next time you see a member of your 
veterinary health care team, give them two 
paws up!

904-964-6411

Many of us depend on our wearable fitness trackers and 
smart watches to give us health reports as we go about our 
daily activities. Wearables for your pet are here as well, 
with mobile health sensors already on the market. The data 
that your pet generates gives a complete picture of their 
health and environment.

Vetrax is a medical device and information platform 
designed to more quickly alert veterinarians and pet 
owners to potential health concerns as part of an ongoing 
monitoring program. Over 1,000 data points are reported 
from your pet every second! The Vetrax system allows your 
dog to better communicate with you and your veterinarian 
about their health. Vetrax doesn’t just track your dog’s 
daily activities, it works as an advanced monitoring system 
for specific pet behaviors, including shaking, scratching, 
running, walking, resting, sleeping and sleep quality.  All 
of these behaviors can impact medical treatment and allow 
your veterinarian to provide relief for you and your pet.

Vetrax clips to your dog’s collar, connects via Wifi, 
and reports to you through your smart phone. It also 
automatically relays everything to your veterinarian’s 
office. This can give us vital feedback on how medications 
are affecting your dog or how much activity your 
overweight furry companion has in a 24 hour period.

Want to learn more?  Ask your veterinarian for more 
information on Vetrax.  It’s available now!

UCHS baseball team sweeps double-
header against Cottondale

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Union County High School 
pitchers gave up a combined 
eight hits, while Trace Croft 
drove in a total of five runs as 
the Tigers swept an April 14 
double-header, defeating visiting 
Cottondale 9-4 and 12-2 (five 
innings).

Croft and Skyler Shatto each 
had an RBI single in an eight-run 
second inning in the first game. 
Garrett Mullins scored on a steal 
of home in the same inning, 
which saw one run scored on 
a wild pitch, one scored on an 
error, one scored on a hit batter 
with the bases loaded and two 
scored on bases-loaded walks.

Croft went 2-for-4 with a 
double. He, Shatto, Matthew 
Starling, Trevor Rogers and Jake 
Worthington each had an RBI.

Starting pitcher Mullins gave 
up four runs (one earned) in 6.2 
innings on three hits and one 
walk. He had seven strikeouts.

Whip Davis closed it out, 
giving up one hit and one walk, 
while striking out one.

In the second game, the Tigers 
(11-8) put together a nine-run 
fourth inning that featured a 
pair of two-run singles by Croft 
and Mullins, as well as an RBI 
double by Tripp Davis.

Croft finished with four RBI, 
going 2-for-4, while Mullins, 
who went 2-for-3, had three 
RBI. Braxton Dukes, who went 
2-for-2, had two RBI.

Tripp Davis, who finished 
with the one RBI, earned the 
win on the mound, giving up 
four hits and two walks, while 
striking out five.

Prior to the double-header, 
Union lost 6-1 to visiting Trenton 
on April 12. Trailing 5-0, Rogers 
drove in the lone run with a two-
out single that scored Paden 
Clyatt in the bottom of the fifth.

The Tigers played Duval 
Charter on April 16 and Bell 
on April 17. They travel to play 
District 6-1A opponent Hilliard 
on Friday, April 20, at 7 p.m. 
Union then hosts Lake Weir 
on Monday, April 23, at 6 p.m. 
before traveling to play Bell on 
Tuesday, April 24, at 6 p.m. 

Tripp Davis (left) takes a lead at third, while Coach Boo 
Mullins looks on.

Center fielder Trace Croft (right) makes a running catch, 
while avoiding diving left fielder Skyler Shatto.

Skyler Shatto slides into home plate to score one of 
eight runs in the second inning of the first game of the 

Cottondale double-header.

Paden Clyatt takes a low pitch for a ball.

Jake Worthington (right) avoids the Cottondale third 
baseman during a successful steal attempt.

Right: Trevor Rogers bats 
for the Tigers in the first 

game of the double-header. 
He was one of five Union 

players to drive in a run in 
the game.

Garrett Mullins hurls a pitch in the first game of the 
Cottondale double-header.

Third baseman Whip Davis awaits a throw that’s too late 
on this Cottondale steal attempt.

going 2-for-4 and McCoy going 
2-for-5. Wiggins went 3-for-4.

Shealey pitched a complete 
game to earn the win. She had 
six strikeouts.

Bradford (8-11 overall) lost 
6-0 at West Nassau on April 5, 
getting held to three hits, and 
then lost 15-0 in five innings to 
district opponent Santa Fe on 
April 11 in Starke.

Wiggins went 2-for-2 against 
Santa Fe, with the rest of the 
team going a combined 1-for-17.

The Tornadoes played West 
Nassau this past Tuesday and 
will travel to play Ridgeview 
on Thursday, April 19, at 4 p.m. 
Bradford concludes the regular 
season by hosting Bishop Snyder 
on Friday, April 20, at 6:30 p.m.

See related story for the 
District 5-5A tournament 
schedule.

BHS
Continued from 4B
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Smith & Smith Realty
415 E. Call Street
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-9222

Congratulations

Class of 
201

from

smithandsmithrealty.com

This	is	the	perfect	starter	home!	

Quiet	loca3on	with	4	acres.	

3BR/2BA	1296	Sq.	Ft.	

$92,000.00	

D 	

D 	

Smith & Smith Realty 

415 East Call Street 

Starke, FL 32091 

(904)	964-9222	

www.smithandsmithrealty.com	

	

This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00

 CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.

415 East Call Street, Starke

Sales, Property Management, 
and Rentals

NENA L. JORDAN, BROKER
6835 STATE RD 21 N.
SUITE 2
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FL 32656 

352-478-8013
904-252-3175

lakeregionrealestate@gmail.com
www.lrrer.com

We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 
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904-466-1265

Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
Shelby Shultz and manager Soletto Tague together In the kitchen at the Village Grill.
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Call 904-964-6305 to 
have your business 
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This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00

 CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.

415 East Call Street, Starke

Sales, Property Management, 
and Rentals

NENA L. JORDAN, BROKER
6835 STATE RD 21 N.
SUITE 2
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FL 32656 

352-478-8013
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lakeregionrealestate@gmail.com
www.lrrer.com

We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 
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Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
Shelby Shultz and manager Soletto Tague together In the kitchen at the Village Grill.
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have your business 
featured in the Meet 
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This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00
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Sales, Property Management, 
and Rentals
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We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 
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BETH & AUDREY 
CLEANING SERVICE
904-466-1265

Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
Shelby Shultz and manager Soletto Tague together In the kitchen at the Village Grill.

Become a pilot today!

1-844-735-9262
386-623-3095
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featured in the Meet 
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BEAUTIFUL	LOT	ON	SAMPSON	LAKE.	WELL	&	SEPTIC,	CARPORT,	DOCK	

	AND	DOCK	SHED.	$79,900.	SELLER	WILL	PAY	UP	TO	1%	OF	BUYERS		

CLOSING	COSTS.		CALL	TOM	SMITH	AT	(904)964-9222	TO	SEE	PROPERTY.

BEAUTIFUL LOT ON SAMPSON LAKE. WELL & SEPTIC, CARPORT, DOCK
 AND DOCK SHED. $79,900. SELLER WILL PAY UP TO 1% OF BUYERS 

CLOSING COSTS.  CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.This is the perfect starter home!
Home is near schools, library and downtown Starke.

3BR/1 ½ BA 1629 Sq. Ft.
$85,000.00

Call Tom Smith to schedule your showing.

HUGE TIRE SALE!
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This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00

 CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.

415 East Call Street, Starke

Sales, Property Management, 
and Rentals

NENA L. JORDAN, BROKER
6835 STATE RD 21 N.
SUITE 2
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FL 32656 

352-478-8013
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We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 

Jackson Building Supply, After the Storm
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BETH & AUDREY 
CLEANING SERVICE
904-466-1265

Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
Shelby Shultz and manager Soletto Tague together In the kitchen at the Village Grill.
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have your business 
featured in the Meet 
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$92,000.00	

D 	

D 	

Smith & Smith Realty 

415 East Call Street 

Starke, FL 32091 

(904)	964-9222	

www.smithandsmithrealty.com	

	

This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00

 CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.

415 East Call Street, Starke

Sales, Property Management, 
and Rentals

NENA L. JORDAN, BROKER
6835 STATE RD 21 N.
SUITE 2
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FL 32656 

352-478-8013
904-252-3175

lakeregionrealestate@gmail.com
www.lrrer.com

We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 
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Meet YourMerchants SHOP
Local

Bradford County & Union County

212 
Generators

Sold 
Before 

The 
Storm

ISAIAH 43:2

BETH & AUDREY 
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Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
Shelby Shultz and manager Soletto Tague together In the kitchen at the Village Grill.
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featured in the Meet 
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This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00

 CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.
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Sales, Property Management, 
and Rentals

NENA L. JORDAN, BROKER
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We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 
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CLEANING SERVICE
904-466-1265

Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
Shelby Shultz and manager Soletto Tague together In the kitchen at the Village Grill.

Become a pilot today!
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BEAUTIFUL	LOT	ON	SAMPSON	LAKE.	WELL	&	SEPTIC,	CARPORT,	DOCK	

	AND	DOCK	SHED.	$79,900.	SELLER	WILL	PAY	UP	TO	1%	OF	BUYERS		

CLOSING	COSTS.		CALL	TOM	SMITH	AT	(904)964-9222	TO	SEE	PROPERTY.

BEAUTIFUL LOT ON SAMPSON LAKE. WELL & SEPTIC, CARPORT, DOCK
 AND DOCK SHED. $79,900. SELLER WILL PAY UP TO 1% OF BUYERS 

CLOSING COSTS.  CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.This is the perfect starter home!
Home is near schools, library and downtown Starke.

3BR/1 ½ BA 1629 Sq. Ft.
$85,000.00

Call Tom Smith to schedule your showing.

HUGE TIRE SALE!

Semi Trucks, Trailers, rv’s & Heavy 
EquipmEnT, We Sale NeW & usEd TireS, 

perform EngiNe DiagNoSticS,  
ovErHaulS & rebuilDs 

FREE GIFT SET 
with any 
purchase

of two
Merle Norman

Products 

Spring fed KINGSLEY LAKE LOT with 124’ of lake frontage 
and an 8-year-old boathouse and dock.

$785,000.00
Call Marty Shaw to schedule your showing.

Spring	fed	KINGSLEY	LAKE	LOT	with	124'	of	lake	frontage	and	an	8-year-
old	boathouse	and	dock.	

$785,000.00	

Call	Marty	Shaw	to	schedule	your	showing.	
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This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00

 CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.

415 East Call Street, Starke
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We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 

Jackson Building Supply, After the Storm

Meet YourMerchants SHOP
Local

Bradford County & Union County

212 
Generators

Sold 
Before 

The 
Storm

ISAIAH 43:2

BETH & AUDREY 
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This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00

 CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.

415 East Call Street, Starke

Sales, Property Management, 
and Rentals

NENA L. JORDAN, BROKER
6835 STATE RD 21 N.
SUITE 2
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FL 32656 

352-478-8013
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lakeregionrealestate@gmail.com
www.lrrer.com

We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 
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Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
Shelby Shultz and manager Soletto Tague together In the kitchen at the Village Grill.
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featured in the Meet 
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This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00

 CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.

415 East Call Street, Starke

Sales, Property Management, 
and Rentals

NENA L. JORDAN, BROKER
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We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
904.964.3308

COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 
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Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
Shelby Shultz and manager Soletto Tague together In the kitchen at the Village Grill.
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BEAUTIFUL	LOT	ON	SAMPSON	LAKE.	WELL	&	SEPTIC,	CARPORT,	DOCK	

	AND	DOCK	SHED.	$79,900.	SELLER	WILL	PAY	UP	TO	1%	OF	BUYERS		

CLOSING	COSTS.		CALL	TOM	SMITH	AT	(904)964-9222	TO	SEE	PROPERTY.

BEAUTIFUL LOT ON SAMPSON LAKE. WELL & SEPTIC, CARPORT, DOCK
 AND DOCK SHED. $79,900. SELLER WILL PAY UP TO 1% OF BUYERS 

CLOSING COSTS.  CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.This is the perfect starter home!
Home is near schools, library and downtown Starke.

3BR/1 ½ BA 1629 Sq. Ft.
$85,000.00

Call Tom Smith to schedule your showing.
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This is the perfect starter home! Quiet location with 4 acres.
3BR/2BA 1296 Sq. Ft.  for $92,000.00
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We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!
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BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 

Jackson Building Supply, After the Storm
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BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 
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Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
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We Sell Tires?

Congratulation on a great year!!

138 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
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COMING SOONGo Tornadoes!

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

A few miles from Lake Butler, 
the small town of Providence, 
the second-oldest settlement 
in Florida, is nestled among 
green fields and wooded areas.  
Economically, the town never 

really developed.  Today there is a 
store, a couple of building-supply 
venues, a sod company and, most 
importantly, a restaurant.

Local business owners Katie 
and Delbert Smith (Smith and 
Son Sod Co.) decided to open the 
Village Grill in response to the 

local demand for a place to go 
and get a decent, sit-down meal 
that did not require a drive as an 
appetizer.

The Village Grill, billed as the 
“taste of Providence,” opened 
in November 2014 and has been 
feeding the local community 
ever since.  Current manager (and 
chief cook and bottle washer) 
Soletto Tague came on board in 
January.

Tague has owned several 
restaurants and bars of her own 
in the past, as well as some other 
businesses, retired as a district 
manager for Waffle House and 
was tired of sitting at home all 
day while her husband, the pastor 
of Santa Fe Baptist Church in 
Alachua, worked.  She saw an ad 
for the position on Craig’s List, 
applied and was hired.

At the grill, Tague cooks five 
days of the six the business 
is open each week, and her 
daughter, Shelby cooks the 
remaining day.  Tague called 
the menu “basic Mom and Pop 
offerings,” but admitted she 
lets her imagination and love of 
preparing good food come to the 
fore on occasion.  She said about 
90 percent of the food served is 
prepared from scratch, including 
the numerous dessert selections 
offered, including cakes. 

Village Grill offers a full 
breakfast menu, including 
popular biscuits and gravy.  
Lunch offerings include 
hamburgers and a selection of 

soups and sandwiches.  Daily 
specials are also available, some 
for lunch and other on days 
dinner is offered.  These include 
liver and onions, meatloaf, 
chicken Alfredo, spaghetti, 
parmesan-crusted chicken or 
sirloin, seafood baskets and roast 
beef (which has become a local 
favorite).  Dessert may include 
key lime cake and a special 
German chocolate seven-layer 
cake.  Fried chicken is always on 
the menu for Sunday and wings 
grace the menu on Thursday 
(50-cent wings, eat in only) and 
Saturday (75 cent wings, dine in 

or to go).
The grill staff and management 

work hard to keep prices 
reasonable and quality high.

“We all have to work to earn 
our money and here we recognize 
the need to give good value at a 
good price,” Tague said.

The atmosphere at the Village 
Grill is informal and the dress is 
casual. Beer and wine are offered 
with meals.  The grill has a busy 
to-go business, as well as many 
eat-in orders.

Village Grill is closed on 
Mondays, and is open on Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 

until 2 p.m., on Thursday and 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 
9 p.m., Saturday from 7 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  They are 
located at 4631 West C.R. 238 in 
Providence and can be reached 
by phone at 386-755-8667.

“We try and offer something 
for everybody, so we hope that 
everybody will come and see 
what we have,” Tague said.  “If 
you are coming from Lake Butler 
or some other place, I think you 
will find us worth the drive.”

Village Grill Offers Country Cooking for Those Seeking a Taste of HomeAppointed store manager at 
the age of 12 and taking over the 
business at 18, Marc Jackson has 
heard it all at Jackson Building 
Supply.

Recently, Marc and Eric 
Jackson discussed some of the 
most frequent comments they’ve 
heard through the years from 
their customers and employees.

“They’re going to put us out 
of business”

Back in 1955, when Billy 
Jackson first started selling 
the remnants of buildings he 
demolished to the public: used 
lumber, nails, plumbing fixtures, 
electrical items and more, Starke 
Builders and Pangborn Lumber 
were Bradford County’s and the 
Lake Region’s primary building 
suppliers.  

Since that time, Marc and Eric 
have seen many competitors 
come and go, and each time a 
new arrival entered the market, 
customers and employees would 
always say: “they’re going to put 
us out of business.” 

From Scotty’s to Hodges; 
from Do It Best to True Value 
and Gold Key; and from Ace to 
Amazon and Home Depot – most 
have left, some have remained.  

Marc and Eric said that while 
they respect the competition, 
they focus on the customer and 
that has led to the company’s 62-
year track record. 

“I wish I came here first”
Eric said he wishes he had a 

quarter for every phone call he 
has received from a customer 
in Middleburg or Gainesville. 
Searching for an item and 
discovering that after driving 
miles without success, the very 
thing they were looking for was 
five minutes from home.  

With six decades in the 
building and hardware business 
Marc knows what to stock.  And 
Eric has built a reputation for 
hitting the phone and internet, 
relentlessly searching for 
something they might not have.  

Think about it.  If you go to 
Jackson’s first, and they don’t 
have what you are looking for, 
you’ve lost nothing.  The other 
way around, and you’ve wasted 
hours. 

“I didn’t know you were 
here”

Seems hard to believe.  
They’ve been in the same 
location since 1975, on Bradford 
County’s busiest road: U.S. 301, 
just past the new Burger King. 
Yet, some customers still say: “I 
didn’t know you were here.”  

“The store looks different”
A few years ago, the Jacksons 

approved a complete store reset, 
replacing shelving and signs, 
flooring and more.  The sales 
desk went from the back of 

the store to the front, and the 
entrance went from the middle of 
the building to the side.  

But the changes didn’t stop 
there.  Recently, Eric upgraded 
the store’s interior lighting with 
LED bulbs.  An alert customer 
can probably notice something 
different every time walks 
through the door.

“You and your family are in 
our prayers”

“Let us help you rebuild. We 
look forward to helping our 
commuinity rebuild from the 
devastation that Hurricane Irma 
left. Our business firmly believes 
that Jesus is in control and that 
Bradford, Union, Keystone 
Heights and surrounding 
areas will grow stronger from 
the storm.” They have all the 
materials you need to help you 
and your family rebuild. 

Jackson’s Building Supply 
would like to thank all of the 
workers that worked tireless 
around the clock to ensure 
the safety of the citizens in 
Bradford and Union County and 
surrounding areas.

“Thank you for allowing us 
the opportunity to humbly serve 
you and your family for the last 
62 years.” 
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Andrea Kirkland, payroll manager and substitute server, servers Renae Williams and 
Shelby Shultz and manager Soletto Tague together In the kitchen at the Village Grill.
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BEAUTIFUL	LOT	ON	SAMPSON	LAKE.	WELL	&	SEPTIC,	CARPORT,	DOCK	

	AND	DOCK	SHED.	$79,900.	SELLER	WILL	PAY	UP	TO	1%	OF	BUYERS		

CLOSING	COSTS.		CALL	TOM	SMITH	AT	(904)964-9222	TO	SEE	PROPERTY.

BEAUTIFUL LOT ON SAMPSON LAKE. WELL & SEPTIC, CARPORT, DOCK
 AND DOCK SHED. $79,900. SELLER WILL PAY UP TO 1% OF BUYERS 

CLOSING COSTS.  CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.This is the perfect starter home!
Home is near schools, library and downtown Starke.

3BR/1 ½ BA 1629 Sq. Ft.
$85,000.00

Call Tom Smith to schedule your showing.

HUGE TIRE SALE!

Semi Trucks, Trailers, rv’s & Heavy 
EquipmEnT, We Sale NeW & usEd TireS, 

perform EngiNe DiagNoSticS,  
ovErHaulS & rebuilDs 

FREE GIFT SET 
with any 
purchase

of two
Merle Norman

Products 

Spring fed KINGSLEY LAKE LOT with 124’ of lake frontage 
and an 8-year-old boathouse and dock.

$785,000.00
Call Marty Shaw to schedule your showing.

Spring	fed	KINGSLEY	LAKE	LOT	with	124'	of	lake	frontage	and	an	8-year-
old	boathouse	and	dock.	

$785,000.00	

Call	Marty	Shaw	to	schedule	your	showing.	

H 	

H 	

Smith & Smith Realty 

415 East Call Street 

Starke, FL 32091 

(904)	964-9222	

www.smithandsmithrealty.com	

Unlike many Bradford 
County residents, Marty and 
Lisa Shaw have not lived here 
their entire lives.  However, 
the new owners of Coldwell 
Banker Smith and Smith Realty 
may appreciate Starke and the 
surrounding communities even 
more than the natives. 

Although raised in 
Jacksonville, Marty has deep 
roots in Bradford County.  
His great-grandfather was 
well known in the community 
and his uncle: Gene Shaw 
practiced law here for years 
and represented the area in the 
Florida Legislature.  

“So, growing up I had a lot 
of visits to Starke,” he recalled.

From boom to 
bust in real estate 
development

His father: Lamar Shaw 
graduated from Bradford High 
School and the University of 
Georgia before working for 
Charter Mortgage in Miami 
briefly and then in Jacksonville. 

Marty earned a real estate 
finance degree at the University 
of Alabama and worked at 
Florida National Bank and a 
real estate development firm 
before launching his own 
firm in 1992: Skyline Realty 
Services.  

“We developed about $400 
million worth of real estate 
in northeast Florida,” he 
said, “subdivisions, shopping 
centers, office buildings, 
warehouses, Golden Corrals, 
Walgreens, Goodyear Tire 
Stores, you name it. The 

economy went really well for 
the next 18 years.”

However, in 2008 the 
recession hit and wiped out his 
business.

“Fortunately, we had sold 
off 80 percent of our portfolio 
in ’05, ’06 and ‘07, but nobody 
was doing anything. The phone 
wasn’t ringing, nobody was 
doing any business, and nobody 
was loaning any money.”  

Selling custom 
homes

Lisa made her way to Starke 
along a more winding route, 
from Columbus, Georgia 
through Phoenix City and 
Mobile Alabama and finally by 
way of Lakeland and Orange 
Park, Florida.

After graduating from 
Orange Park High School, Lisa 
worked as a receptionist for a 
car dealership while she studied 
for her real estate license, then 
sold homes for a custom home 
builder.  

She met Marty in 2006 and 
the couple moved to Kingsley 
Lake to care for Marty’s mother.

The custom home business 
also took a downturn in 2008, 
so both Marty and Lisa semi-
retired, taking on occasional 
projects.

The worst round of 
golf

 In 2016, Tom Smith, one of 
the owners of Smith and Smith 
Realty played a round of golf 
with Marty at the Starke Golf 
and Country Club, and the 

pair discussed real estate.  By 
the end of the 18 holes, Marty 
had a deal to buy the real estate 
office.

“It was the worst round of 
golf I ever played,” he recalled.  
“The wheels were turning in 
my head the entire 18 holes.”

Lisa said that she and Marty 
were contemplating their next 
career moves.  “The real estate 
market was turning around,” 
she said. “We were trying to 
decide what to do.”

Although they both had 
backgrounds in real estate, 
Marty and Lisa said they had 
some learning to do moving 
from custom home building 
and real estate development to 
residential rural sales.  

“First of all, banking had 
completely changed during the 
time we were semi-retired,” 
recalled Marty.  Everything 
had collapsed and had been 
restructured.”

Loving small-town 
values

Then, the couple had to 
change their mindsets from 
the cookie-cutter, go-go-go 
orientation of the big city to 
slowing down and paying 
attention to each individual 
customer with unique needs.  

“Your customers are your 
friends,” Lisa said.   “You may 
not remain friends for the rest 
of your lives, but during the 
time you are working for them, 
you become the most important 
person because you are taking 
care of them.  Your job is to 
nurture them and protect them, 

and to make sure everything 
goes just exactly like it’s 
supposed to.”  

Lisa added that she soon 
came to appreciate the small-
town attitude of rural northeast 
Florida.

 “Here, people hold the 
door open for me,” she said.  
“In Jacksonville, I used to 
get so irritated at people 
that did not have common 
courtesy.  In Starke, common 
courtesy is standard.  People 
in Jacksonville are so wrapped 
up in themselves and people 
here are about giving and 
community.”  

Having values is important 
here,” Marty said.  “Values 
don’t seem to be important in a 
bigger city.”

“Bradford County and the 
surrounding area has so much 
to offer,” he added. “We may 
lack some of the amenities like 
Starbucks or Publix but we have 
great community activities like 
the fair, strawberry festival and 
high school athletics. It’s a fun 
place to live, and if you really 
need something you can go to 
Gainesville or Jacksonville to 
get it.”

Lisa added that she 
appreciates the ability to 
personally know the people she 
does business with. 

“Here, you know the people 
who work at city hall,” she 
said.  “You know the sheriff. 
You know the principal at the 
high school. You know the 
school superintendent. In a 
big city you don’t have those 
opportunities.”

Coldwell Banker owners love new hometown

Coldwell Banker Smith and Smith Realty owners: Lisa 
and Marty Shaw

Local real estate 
trends

Marty and Lisa said the 
biggest problem in the local 
residential real estate market 
today is a lack of inventory.  
More people are looking for 
homes than there are available. 

Marty added that as both 
Jacksonville and Gainesville 
expand toward Starke, the 
housing market here will likely 
tighten further.  

The couple is trying to lure 
builders to the area. They are 
also working with partners to 
develop some spec houses in 

the area of Starke Elementary 
School. 

However, one bright spot 
locally is that commercial 
properties are selling. 

“The commercial activity 
is good because you’ve got to 
have a job to live here,” Lisa 
said, “and you’ve got to have 
places to spend your money.”

Lisa and Marty said they not 
only love their new hometown, 
they also want to do their part 
to make it better.  

 “We want to see families stay 
together and this community 
flourish,” they said. 
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QUIT YOUR WAY
Quitting tobacco isn't easy. Finding help should be. 

Tobacco Free Florida offers free tools and services to help 
you get started.

GROUP  QUIT
Is the in-person option of Tobacco 

Free Florida Quit Your Way services.

866-341-2730
www.ahectobacco.com

For more information call:

FREE
Nicotine replacement patches, 
gum and lozenges. *
* While supplies last and if medically  appropriate

FREE
Community, worksite and clinic 
groups offered.

Sponsored by:

tobaccofreeflorida.com/quityourway

Programs cover all forms of tobacco. 

Above: Trent 
Bryant pitches 

against P.K. 
Yonge.

Center fielder Brandon Anders (right) catches a fly ball 
as left fielder Dakota Mathews looks on in the Tornadoes’ 

loss to P.K. Yonge.

Brandon Sanford (left) gets tagged out at home against 
P.K. Yonge.

Second baseman Sterling Raab (right) tries to handle 
a throw that was too late in trying to get P.K. Yonge’s 

Devante Mitchum out on a steal attempt.

Right: Cayden 
Martin make 

a relief 
appearance 
against P.K. 

Yonge.

Dakota Mathews makes a 
throw from left field.

Shortstop Jacob 
Polk prepares to 

throw to first.

BHS baseball team struggles in district 
losses to P.K. Yonge, Newberry

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

The Bradford High School 
baseball team couldn’t get much 
going with its bats, while shaky 
play in the field helped visiting 
P.K. Yonge score runs in what 
would be an 8-3 District 5-5A 
loss on April 11.

It was the second straight 
district loss for the Tornadoes, 
who then went on to lose another 
district game by a score of 10-0 
against Newberry on April 13.

P.K. Yonge took advantage of 
four errors to score four runs in 
the top of the third, giving the 
Blue Wave a 5-1 lead.

The Blue Wave scored all of 
its runs against Bradford starter 
Trent Bryant, but only two of 
those were earned. Bryant gave 
up eight hits and one walk in four 

innings.
Cayden Martin pitched the 

final three innings, giving up one 
hit and one walk.

The Tornadoes struggled at the 
plate, getting only four hits.

Brandon Anders, Jacob Polk 
and Sterling Raab each had an 
RBI.

In the April 13 loss to 
Newberry, the Tornadoes had 
just two hits.

Bradford (8-9, 6-6) played 
Ridgeview this past Tuesday 
and will travel to play district 
opponent Fort White on 
Thursday, April 19, at 7 p.m. The 
Tornadoes then travel to play 
West Nassau on Friday, April 20, 
at 6 p.m. before traveling to play 
district opponent Interlachen on 
Monday, April 23, at 6 p.m.

Sterling Raab fields a ground ball.

BHS’ Blankenship to play softball at Florida State College - Jax

Bradford High School senior Gracie Blankenship (second from left) signs her letter of intent to play softball at 
Florida State College at Jacksonville. She is seated between her parents, Kevin Blankenship (who is also the BHS 

head coach) and Dana Bell. Her stepfather, Mark Bell, is pictured at the far right.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Playing ball has been a 
part of Gracie Blankenship’s 
life for more than 10 years. 
Thanks to Florida State 
College at Jacksonville, the 
Bradford High School senior 
gets to don another school’s 
uniform and play for another 
couple of years.

Blankenship signed a letter 
of intent to play softball at 
FSCJ during an April 12 
ceremony in the BHS gym.

 “I didn’t really think I 
would have this opportunity,” 
Blankenship said, “but I’m 
proud I have it. I’m just 
happy.”

Bradford Head Coach Kevin 
Blankenship, who is Gracie’s 
father, said the opportunity 
came about because of 
Gracie’s efforts and the help 
of former BHS and FSCJ 
player Lainie Rodgers, who 
joined the team this year as an 
assistant coach.

“It’s exciting knowing 
(Gracie) really put the hard 
work in and really prepared 
herself and pushed herself this 
last year,” Kevin Blankenship 
said. “Coach Lainey’s really 
helped also — pushing her 
and giving her the confidence, 
she needs.”

Gracie had other schools 
that were interested in her, but 
they didn’t “really fit me,” she 

said. FSCJ did.
“The coaches, the 

atmosphere, the players — 
they were all just real nice. 
They took me in as one of the 
players already,” she said.

Blankenship, a catcher, is 
currently batting .352, which 
is fourth among teammates 
who’ve played every game 
this season. Since playing 
varsity as a sophomore, she 
has a cumulative batting 
average of .286 with 12 
doubles.

Kevin Blankenship said 
Gracie has worked hard at 
becoming more aggressive at 
the plate — something he and 
Rodgers have tried to instill 
in all of the Bradford players 
this season —“Attack. Don’t 
sit back and hope you get a 
good pitch. Just be ready for 
that first pitch.”

The coach said what 
really stands out is Gracie’s 
willingness to do what’s asked 
of her.

“She’s always been one to 
listen to her coaches and try 
to continue to do what her 
coaches ask her to do,” Kevin 
Blankenship said.

Gracie will have the 
opportunity to play catcher 
and in the outfield at FSCJ. 
She’s open to any position as 
long as she can play, but she 
does have a preference.

“I like outfielder a lot 
better,” she said. “The high 
school needed a catcher, so I 
just kind of stepped in.”

As his daughter prepares 
to play at the collegiate level, 
Kevin Blankenship said the 
main thing she’ll have to do 
is improve her work ethic, 
which is key for any player 

wanting to improve her game.
“That’s the biggest thing 

she’s going to have to get 
better at — working hard on 
her own,” he said. “I think she 
will once she gets up there 
around some of the other 
girls.”

Suiting up to play college 
ball will be a change that will 
make Gracie Blankenship a 
little nervous at first, but it’s a 
change she’s looking forward 
to.

“It’s going to be really 
different — a lot of emotions, 
but it’ll be fun,” she said.
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Happy Administrative 

Professionals Day!

Thank you 
Heather, Joan & Linda 

From all the staff

Telegraph
— Since 1879 —THE BRADFORD COUNTY TELEGRAPH

HAPPY NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROFESSIONALS DAY APRIL 25, 2018

Thank you 
Heather & Linda for all of your hard work! 

We would be lost with out both of you!

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

Clay County Chamber of 
Commerce new president made 
Keystone Heights one of her first 
stops, delivering plans to boost 
tourism throughout the county.

Mayor Karen Lake invited 
chamber President Tresa Calfee 
to share her vision at the council’s 
April 2 meeting.

As chamber president, 
community relations is a large 
part of what Calfee does, working 
with businesses and nonprofits, 
service organizations and 
governments like the Keystone 
Heights Council. They even 
work well with other chambers 
of commerce, Calfee said. 

“My plan is to continue to 
grow and expand programs,” 
she said, discussing her plan 
for the chamber to become a 
certified visitor center through 
Visit Florida, the state’s tourism 
marketing corporation.

As a certified visitor 
center, the chamber can 
provide more visibility for 
chamber members, including 
restaurants, accommodations 
and destinations. They will have 
tools available to answer visitor 
questions and be a tourism and 
film development distribution 
point.

They also have multiple 
locations being considered to 
distribute maps, brochures and 
other tourism information and 
will be considering others.

Among the county’s tourist 
attractions is the city of Keystone 
Heights.

“Keystone Heights has many 
great opportunities with quad-
county entry points, and I look 
forward to working with you 
on presenting Keystone Heights 
to the (Tourist Development 
Council),” Calfee said. 

The chamber president also 
wants to begin conversations 
about placing a volunteer 
substation of the chamber in 
Keystone Heights.

Calfee said she would soon 
begin looking for business 
office space to open an 8 to 5, 
Monday through Friday office 
inside the city limits. There a 
volunteer would be waiting with 

information on the city, county, 
chamber and visitor center.

Calfee revealed that while she 
grew up in Duval County, her 
family spent a lot of time in the 
Keystone Heights area, and so it 
is dear to her heart.

After serving as interim, 
Calfee was appointed president 
in March, and Keystone Heights 
was the first council she visited.

“I along with the Chamber 
Board of Directors appreciate 
the Keystone Heights Council’s 
vision, and I look forward to 
helping propel Keystone Heights 
onward,” she said. 

The timeline for the Keystone-
based center is three to six 
months.

The chamber of commerce 

has 900 members from Clay 
and neighboring counties 
— businesses, agencies and 
nonprofits. “Together we all 
share a common goal, and that is 
to promote business in out county 
and the general welfare and 
prosperity of our community.”

As a chamber, they offer 
benefits to members and 
programs that include educational 
enrichment opportunities.

“The chamber is consistently 
working to promote businesses, 
quality education and economic 
growth while striving to meet 
the needs of the community,” 
she said.
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More officers, not concealed 
weapons, for Clay schools

Melrose Historic Committee plans 
final outreach

Melrose Historic District 
Committee is encouraging 
eligible community members 
to have their properties listed 
on the Putnam County Historic 
Register and increase their 
chances for grant funding.

Originally formed to oppose 
placement of an unwanted 
dollar store in Melrose, this 
subcommittee of Historic 
Melrose Inc. aims to slow 
intrusions into the Historic 
District and to protect the unique 
charm of the area.

“The main goal was and is 
now, historic preservation,” said 
Linda Kemp, Melrose Historic 
District Committee president. 
“We are trying to have the 
Putnam County Historic Register 
match all 22 properties that are 
already on the state of Florida and 
the National Historic Register. 
Only two properties had been 
listed and that was thanks to the 
efforts of their owners. 

“By our coordinating with the 
current owners, eight more have 
been added: Melrose Women’s 
Club, Mossman Hall, Old Free 
Church, Rosewood Cottage, 
Baldwin Store, Baldwin Home, 
Lee House and Bonnie Mount.”

According to Kemp, all of 
the homes on the National 
Register were added during a 
1988 architectural and historical 
survey of the area. Experts were 
hired to examine the homes 

and complete the paperwork 
that was sent to Washington for 
final evaluation. Most of the 
82 properties are located in the 
Alachua County area of Melrose, 
but a total of 22 properties 
residing in Putnam County were 
added to the National Historic 
Register at that time.

“The group is planning to do 
one last outreach to the Historic 
District property owners who are 
already on the National Register 
to encourage them to be added 
to the Putnam County Historic 
Register in order to make 
them more eligible for state 
historic grant funding when it is 
available.”

To be registered a property 
should be at least 50 years old and 
have some exterior uniqueness 
that relates to the era when it was 
built or some historic event.

In addition to Kemp, Melrose 
Historic District Committee 
members include Rosemary 
Daurer as vice president, Stasia 
Rudolph as secretary, and 
directors Kathi Warren and Dan 
Ralston. The committee meets on 
the last Monday of every other 
month at Mossman Hall at 7 
p.m., and the public is welcome. 
The next meeting will take place 
on May 28.

The Melrose Women’s Club was added to the Putnam 
County Historical Register in 2017.

Mayor re-elected
Mayor Karen Lake was re-elected Tuesday, garnering 175 
votes to Dan Lewndowski’s 75.  Pictured is Lake with her 
son Ethan soon after election results were announced at 
city hall.

Keystone 
Heights 
High School 
successes 
highlighted at 
school board 
meeting

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

Principal Aaron McWilliams 
bragged to the Clay County 
School Board April 5 about the 
progress at Keystone Heights 
Junior/Senior High School.

McWilliams, who was new to 
KHHS last fall, said he’s spent 
the most enjoyable year of his 
career at the school. The school 
and community cares about its 
kids and has embraced him, he 
said. 

“Rising to New ‘Heights’ 
of Excellence” has been this 
year’s motto, and McWilliams 
discussed multiple ways in which 
they have reached that goal.

Their strategy for improving 
teaching and learning has 
incorporated MTSS, or multi-
tier system of supports, through 
weekly meetings on student 
needs to prevent students falling 
through the cracks and to explore 
new ways of approaching 
academic and attendance issues. 

Professional development 
for teachers emphasizing best 
practices for data analysis and 
differentiated instruction is an 
ongoing process. They started 
with a good foundation of leaders 
and master teachers and support 
staff and built on that.

“A lot of this business is also 
hiring right. That’s something 
I’ve tried to take pride in over 
the years — really searching out 
candidates that know what’s right 
for kids is first and foremost,” 
McWilliams said.

When it comes to embracing 
new concepts and methods, he 
said staff has been very open-
minded. 

“I’m very proud of their 
efforts, and we’ve really made 
progress,” he said. 

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

Only career law enforcement 
officers will carry guns on 
school campuses in Clay County 
the school board affirmed last 
week while preparing to request 
financial support from the county 
to provide additional security.

In the wake of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School shooting in Parkland, 
which resulted in 17 deaths, the 
Florida Legislature passed a bill 
allocating millions of dollars for 
school safety improvements. It 
also established a school marshal 
plan, officially called the Coach 
Aaron Feis Guardian Program, a 
program for training and arming 
school personnel — but not 
teachers — with guns to deter 
or counter violence. Gov. Rick 
Scott opposed arming teachers 
and legislators pulled them out 
of the plan. 

“I do not believe the 
solution is arming 
teachers.”

While the state debate was 
ongoing, Clay Superintendent 
Addison Davis weighed in. At the 
March 1 school board meeting, 
Davis said, “I do not believe 
the solution is arming teachers,” 
receiving a “Hallelujah!” from 

School Board Chair Carol 
Studdard and applause from the 
audience. “We should be arming 
teachers with more money. We 
should be arming teachers with 
the inspiration to teach our 
students every single day.”

The concept of arming 
teachers and turning them into 
law enforcement officers is not 
worth considering, according to 
the superintendent. 

“Teachers have so much to do 
every single day — plan, address 
classroom management, teach 
content, small group, analyze 
data, differentiate instruction — 
there is so much going on in their 
classrooms and I think this is 
something we should not put on 
their plates,” he said.

Davis was open to the idea of 

school and district administrators 
and support staff taking on 
security. The superintendent said 
if they were trained and willing 
to use guns, they could offer 
additional safety support.

Not one member of the school 
board agreed, and by the April 5 
meeting, Chairwoman Studdard 
had scheduled a vote for the 
board to express its opposition to 
arming school personnel. 

Studdard spelled out the 
board’s position like this: 
“Trained and licensed officers 
employed by local, state 
or federal law enforcement 
agencies shall be the only 
individuals authorized to possess 
firearms on Clay County School 
Board property. The school 
board believes this position will 
best protect the interests of our 
students and employees.”

School Board Member Mary 
Bolla pointed out this position 
was already preserved in board 
policy, but Studdard felt it 
important for the board to make a 
statement reaffirming its support 
for the policy. Other boards have 
spoken out, she said.

In addition, there were 
members of the public urging the 
board to take this position. 

“I can’t stand the thought of 
my children attending a school 
where the media specialist, 

Davis

Chamber president talks tourism in Keystone

Clay Chamber President Tresa Calfee and Board of 
Directors Chair Bob Olson. Photo: Claychamber.com.

County Commissioner 
warns against internal 
enemies

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Managing Editor

A Clay County commissioner 
said the biggest threat to the 
United states are the media, 
liberal college professors 
and Democrats.  Gayward 
Hendry made the remarks 

during an event for Operation 
Barnabas, a Keystone Heights 
based nonprofit that helps 
combat veterans deal with post 
traumatic stress disorder.  

Hendry is also the Judge 

See GUNS, 3A

See HENDRY, 2A See KHHS, 3A

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

It’s not crime but insufficient funding and the specter 
of past tragedies that could easily take place here that 
Bradford County Sheriff Gordon Smith said could be the 
biggest challenge of his career.

Meanwhile, Starke Police Chief Jeff Johnson is 
seemingly off the hook. He told the city commission April 
3 that he had been left out of discussions on school safety, 
and so officer David Bukowski has worked his last week as 
the Bradford Middle School resource officer. 

For almost 12 years, Johnson said the position has been 
completely funded through the police department’s budget, 
but during a recent meeting it was decided that all schools 
would be placed under the umbrella of the sheriff’s office, 
which is receiving state money to both hire additional 
school resource officers and provide volunteer school 
personnel with firearms and security training. 

Bukowski will return to patrol duty within the city, 
Johnson said.

“It’s nothing against the police 
department.”

Smith said the first discussion took place when his office 
was meeting with the school district about expanding the 
criminal justice program at the technical college. It was the 
day after the Parkland shooting and school security was very 
much on everyone’s mind.

There are some logistical issues involving the Starke Police 
Department since one strategy to keep school resource officers 
on their toes is to rotate them between campuses. Rotating a 
city police officer outside of the city limits would not work, 
and Smith said Superintendent Stacey Creighton called 
Johnson to explain what they were planning.

Streamlining the chain of command, scheduling, hiring, 
training, etc., were all important to the school district.

In talking with City Manager Bob Milner about the costs 
associated with school security, Sheriff Smith said he was told 
the city had no additional money for what essentially amounts 
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The Sweetest Strawberries this side of  Heaven
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Waldo charter 
school possible

Waldo is helping gauge interest for a 
K–5 charter school run by the founder 
of The One-Room Schoolhouse 
in Gainesville. A minimum of 100 
students ready to attend is needed, and 
they need that number by April 18. 
Forms are available at city hall, the 
post office or by calling Carolyn Wade 
at 352-468-2096.

Library co-op 
meeting

The New River Public Library 
Cooperative Governing Board meeting 
will be held at the New River Regional 
Landfill in Raiford on Thursday, April 
12, at 4 p.m. These meetings are open 
to the public.

Republicans 
meet April 12

The monthly meeting of the 
Bradford County Republicans will 
be held on Thursday, April 12, in 
the Capital City Bank community 
room beginning at 7 p.m. The bank is 
located at 350 N. Temple Ave. (U.S. 
Hwy 301) in Starke. All Republicans 
are invited to attend. 

For more information please contact 
Chairman Richard Solze at 904-964-
5803.

Tournament for 
animals

Lake Area Animal Advocates is 
holding a benefit kickball tournament 
for Puppy Hill Farm on Saturday, April 
14, at Camp Montgomery, 88 SE 75th 
St. near Starke. Sign-in begins at 8 
a.m. and the tournament starts at 8:30.

Teams pay $10 per member to 
participate. Register by Tuesday, 
April 10, by calling 904-964-3906 or 
emailing animaladvocates17@gmail.
com. 

Breakfast and lunch concessions 
will be on sale. 

Meet Class of ’54 
for lunch

The Bradford High School Class of 
1954 will meet for a Dutch treat lunch 
on Wednesday, April 18, at 1 p.m. at 
the Steakhouse in Starke.

Share culinary 
delights from 
your garden

Do you have special recipes or tips 
on how to use vegetables or herbs to 
make tasty dishes? Come share them. 

On Thursday, April 19, the members 
of Alligator Creek Garden Club will 
share their recipes and ideas for using 
garden produce. The club will also 
have some scrumptious treats for you 
to sample. If you don’t have recipes to 
contribute, you can have ours.

Come even if you don’t have a 
garden. The club meets on Thursday, 
April 19, at 2 p.m. at the Bradford 
County Senior Center, located at 1805 
N. Temple Ave. in Starke in front 
of the health department. For more 
information, call Pat Caren at 352-
485-2666.

Community
News

Bradford sheriff losing sleep over 
school safety measures
Middle school resource officer reassigned

Sheriff Gordon Smith promoted Shaun Burgin 
to the rank of sergeant to fill the vacant school 
security coordinator position. Sgt. Burgin was 
selected after interviewing with Superintendent 
Stacey Creighton and Assistant Superintendent 
David Harris. Burgin will be tasked with the day-
to-day operation of keeping our kids safe and 
secure while in school or participating in after-
school programs. He is also the school resource 
officer at Bradford High. Source: Bradford County 
Sheriff’s Office.See SCHOOLS, 2A

Bradford 
commissioners 
asked to 
outlaw dog 
tethering

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

Bradford County Commissioners 
have been asked to intercede on behalf 
of animals and outlaw the practice of 
tying them up and leaving them alone. 

Ann Gabel of Starke listed rescue 
groups and individuals including 
herself who want to see the county 
enact an ordinance prohibiting the 
tethering of animals, primarily dogs. 

“I see a lot of cruelty to the animals, 
and even dog fighting,” Gabel said. 
“These little dogs, pets, are chained 
24/7 on these short chains, and with 
this past real cold weather, it just tore 
me up to see them out.”

Too many go without proper food, 
water and shelter.

“They don’t have a voice,” Gabel 
said.

She said with all of the problems in 
the world including school children 
being shot, she knows it will be hard 
for commissioners to shine a light on 
animal cruelty. Pet concerns fade into 
the background.

“It’s important to us people who 
love our animals,” she said.

While Gabel said she knew 
someone on the commission who was 
already opposed, she nevertheless said 
it was on her heart and hoped the other 
commissioners would consider the 
request. 

“I hope you can find it in your hearts 
that maybe we can discuss it,” she said. 
“That’s my agenda, and I don’t want to 
get a lot of animal activists involved 
on this because it can get very strung 
out and stressful. It’s just something I 
would like Bradford County to do.”

According to the Humane Society 
of the United States:

“The terms ‘tethering’ and ‘chaining’ 
refer to the practice of fastening a dog 
to a stationary object and leaving him 
unattended. The term ‘chaining’ tends 
to refer to situations where thick, 
heavy chains are used. ‘Tethering’ is 
more often referred to partial restraint 
on a rope, lighter chain or pulley, 
which is the more prevalent form of 
tethering. These terms are not meant 
to refer to an animal being walked 
on a leash, or cases of supervised, 
temporary tethering while an owner is 
present.”

Cruelty is not the intention of most 
people who tie up their dogs, according 
to the Humane Society, and many are 
unaware of the harm it can cause. 

People typically tether an animal 
because:

—”The dog is a repeat escapee 
and the owner has run out of ideas to 
safely confine the dog. Sometimes this 
is the reason dogs are kept on heavier 
chains: They have chewed through or 
otherwise escaped lighter tethers and 
the owner is trying to keep them from 
getting loose.

—The owner is trying to protect his 
dog from something on the other side 
of their fence (kids, another dog, etc.) 
by keeping the dog in one area in the 
yard.

—The owner’s fence is damaged, or 
the owner doesn’t have a fenced yard.

—The dog’s behavior makes 
keeping him indoors challenging, and 

Photo: U.S. Humane Society

See DOGS, 2A

$2.5 million 
will clean 
out creek 
and river

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

USDA has awarded the county 
a $2.5 million grant to clean out 
Alligator Creek and Sampson River 
from Chemours to the Santa Fe River, 
according to Sheriff Gordon Smith. 

“I’m still overwhelmed,” Smith said 
of the large grant award. 

The sheriff’s office will only have 
220 days to get the work accomplished, 
which is also overwhelming given 
how busy it is already working on 
school security.

From sediment and overgrowth to 
down trees obstructing the flow, the 
state of the creek and river was said to 
be one factor in intensifying flooding 
during Hurricane Irma and preventing 
the floodwaters from receding. 

Once the tough work is done, 
the result will last for years if it 
is maintained, Smith said, so the 
maintenance of water and drainage 
systems must become a priority for 
the county. Otherwise things will get 
worse over time until there is another 
severe flooding event that warrants a 
multimillion-dollar grant.

“This has been years of neglect,” 
Smith said.

Since taking over emergency 
management and appointing Lt. Ray 
Shuford as director, the sheriff said 
they have pursued money that has 
never been requested and established 
working relationships with water 
management and others that have 
benefited the county. 

“We cannot and will not fail. These 
people in our county deserve to know 
that we are doing something about the 
flooding problem,” Smith said.

Shuford hopes to use some of 
the Sampson River cleanout money 

See CREEK, 3A

Fairgrounds 
funding 
called 
budget 
‘turkey’

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

A taxpayer watchdog group 
has characterized the legislative 
appropriation to rebuild the Bradford 
County Fairgrounds a “Budget 
Turkey.”

The fairgrounds project was one 
of 87 state appropriations designated 
a turkey by Florida TaxWatch, an 
independent, nonpartisan research and 
government watchdog group.

Mostly local projects, Florida 
TaxWatch defines Budget Turkeys 
as “individual appropriations that 
circumvent a thoughtful and thorough 
budget process.”

The $1.5 million for the Bradford 
County Fair Association was approved 
to rebuild the aging fairgrounds, 
replacing its three separate buildings 
with a single structure that can be 
subdivided. It will be constructed 
to standards that will allow it to 
function as the county’s primary 
storm evacuation shelter, but day to 
day it will function as office space for 
the fair association, food pantry and 
Communities in Schools. Of course, 
it will host the fair and other events 
throughout the year.

The fairgrounds project was one 
of several Budget Turkeys in north 
central Florida called out by Florida 
TaxWatch, including $300,000 for a 
livestock pavilion in Marion County 
and $270,000 for a quilt museum 
in Gilchrist County, a project the 
governor ultimately vetoed.

The 87 Budget Turkeys total $147.5 
million, or less than one quarter 
of one percent of Florida’s $88.7 
billion budget for 2018-19. Most are 

ASA: No 
crime in 
double 
dipping 
case

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

The State Attorney’s Office has 
concluded an investigation into double 
dipping allegations against Starke 
police officers, including the police 
chief, and found insufficient evidence 
to prove criminal intent.

In a March 28 letter to City 
Manager Bob Milner, Assistant State 
Attorney Luis Bustamante detailed 
his comparison of time cards from the 
police department covering a 4-year 
period with a work log from VyStar 
Credit Union where off-duty officers 
are paid to provide security.

Overlapping hours were said to be 
proof of double dipping by the former 
city employee who obtained the 
records.

Bustamante also received copy 
of the independent auditor’s report 
that calculated overlapping hours 
for three current or former officers, 
Don Spriggle (803 hours), Perry 
Gorman (324 hours) and Chief Jeff 
Johnson (161 hours). All three meet 
the definition of exempt employees 
because of their rank. They were 
paid a salary and expected to work 
the hours and days necessary for the 
functioning of the police department. 
They were not required to record 
their time worked for the city, but as a 
matter of bookkeeping, they did at the 
request of the former city clerk.

Two nonexempt employees were 
also found to have overlapping hours 
while working for the city and VyStar. 
Officers David Bukowski and Chris 

See POLICE, 3A See FAIR, 3A

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Times Editor

For many years quitting 
school often resulted in an end 
of opportunity, a delegation to 
the lower levels of the working 
hierarchy.  It was difficult, if not 
impossible, for a person to rectify 
their mistake and even more 
so to have hopes of continuing 
on in school and mastering the 
knowledge and skills required to 
a true profession.

Today, however, the prospects 
are much brighter for those who 
have dropped out of high school, 
and chances abound to gain a 
high school diploma and even to 
continue on in higher education.  
All that is needed is for a person 
to realize the value of a high 
school diploma and pursue 
one with an open attitude and a 
dedication of purpose.

Today, there are no more 
GEDs. When students enter 
adult education and complete the 
learning requirements they earn 
an actual high school diploma.  
With this diploma, they can enter 
most academic and/or vocational 
programs, with this including 
junior college (and after this, 
college, if the student desires).

According to Union County 
Adult Education Lead Teacher 
Eugene Dukes, there are several 
programs to help students get 
their diploma and move forward 
with their education in whatever 
direction they desire.

“We are associated with both 
Florida Gateway College and 
Florida Crown,” Dukes said.  
Florida Crown is a government 
program designed to help 
students have a second chance 
at an education.  If a student 
qualifies ( as most under age 23 
do), Florida Crown will pay for 
their tuition and testing fees in 
an adult education program. In 
addition, students in the program 
will receive a nightly stipend 
and a gas card for every four 
classes they attend. Students 
who graduate also receive a 
$250 bonus gift along with their 
diploma.”

Even for those over 23, the 
program is quite affordable, 
costing only $45 per semester (of 
which there are two). Testing fees 
total $128, but the four required 
tests for graduation may be taken 
one at a time for only $32 per 
section. If a student does not pass 
a test the first time, a discount is 
usually given for a retake.

“We are in the business of 
giving people the opportunity 
to change their lives,” Dukes 
said.  “We give students a great 
deal more one-on-one time than 
many area programs and we 
work hard to present the material 
in ways that students can 
understand clearly, minimizing 
frustration.  We have about 20 
to 30 graduates each year and 
they get to have a full graduation 
ceremony, including a cap and 
gown supplied by the school.  
All they need to succeed in this 
program is the want to and a good 
and willing attitude.  We don’t 
promise easy, but we promise to 
stick with our students until they 
learn what they need to.”

Dukes has been around the 
Union County School District for 
some time.  He attended school 
there for 12 years, then returned 
in 1975 and has been around 
ever since.  He has a particular 
passion for helping adult learners 
and takes a great deal of pride in 
their achievements.  He knows it 
is not always easy for an adult to 

come back to school and he does 
all he can to make the process 
painless and rewarding.

The program had four parts: 
language arts/reading, math, 
science and social studies – and 
four instructors, in addition 
to Dukes.  Chris Mecusker, 
assistant principal of Lake Butler 
Elementary School, counsels 
students, gives pre-tests and 
is certified for giving the tests 
necessary for graduation.  Cindy 
Short teaches reading and 
language arts.  Lee Clark give 
instruction in math and algebra 
and Mark Harrison teaches 
science and social studies.

“We have a wonderful 
community here, a place that is 
special both to live and work in,” 
Dukes said.  “I have been here so 
long, I am teaching generations.  
About ten years ago we had 
an interesting trio of students 
– a grandmother, mother and 
grandchild all came and went 
through the program together.  
They all graduated together as 
well!  That was a wonderful 
thing.”

To attend the Union County 
Adult School a prospective 
student must be at least 16 years 
of age.  Classes meet Mondays 
and Thursdays from 6-9 p.m. 
throughout the regular school 

See ADULT, 3A
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Class of 1954 
to Meet
  The Union County High 
School graduating class of 
1954 is scheduled to have a 
luncheon from 11 a.m. until 
2 p.m. on Saturday, April 14 
at Brown’s Country Kitchen 
in Alachua.  Everyone 
is welcome.  For more 
information, call 386-496-
1818.

Class of 1963 
to Meet
  The Union County High 
School graduating class of 
1963 will hold a luncheon at 
the Steakhouse of Starke on 
Wednesday, April 25 at 12 
noon.  Friends are welcome.  
For information call Sharon 
Berry at 904-553-5123 or 
email at  phillipberry@att.net.

BOCC to 
Meet April 16
  The Union County Board of 
County Commissioners will 
hold a Public Hearing on April 
16 at 5:30 p.m. concerning 
the request to close NE 227th 
Loop. This hearing will be 
followed by the regular April 
meeting at 6 p.m.

Historical 
Society 
Requests 
Community 
Help in 
Research
  The Union County Historical 
Society is beginning a project 
concerning the origins of the 
families in Union County, 
titled “Where Did We Come 
From?”. Society members will 
be reviewing homesteading 
records from the time 
when Union County was a 
part of New River County 
and before.  They hope to 
interview descendents of these 
early settlers and hope that 
members of the community 
will assist in helping to gather 
information.  Any member 
of the community with 
information to share is invited 
to come to a meeting and do 
so.
  The next meeting of the 
historical society will be on 
April 30 at 7 p.m. in the historic 
Townsend Building in Main 
Street in Lake Butler.  At this 
meeting will be a presentation 
of the information collected so 
far on the Dukes family, from 
the Dukes area of the county 
and the Worthington Springs 
area. 

Farm Share 
Distribution 
Set for April 
14
  A Farm Share food 
distribution event will be held 
on Saturday, April 14 from 
9-11 a.m. at the big pavilion 
at Lakeside Park.  Volunteers 
are asked to arrive at 7:30 
a.m.  Everyone is welcome.  
The program is not income 
dependent.  First come will be 
first served.

UCHS female color 
guard takes 1st in state

The Union County High School JROTC drill team 
competed at the April 7 state competition at George 
Jenkins High School in Lakeland. The team competed 
in 11 different categories. All 11 teams/individuals 
performed admirably, with the female color guard 
placing first. The Florida State Drill Meet is the largest 
JROTC competition in the world. Ninety-nine schools 
participated, with approximately 33-40 represented in 
each category. The UCHS female color guard, which 
defeated 33 teams, is commanded by Ayla Smith (second 
from left) and also includes (l-r) Jordan Smith, Alicen 
Love and Destini Jackson.

Lake Butler man injured in 
motorcycle crash

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Managing Editor

The Florida Highway Patrol 
said a Lake Butler man was 
seriously injured when his 
motorcycle collided with a car in 
Raiford Monday morning.

Paul Kozmer, 47, was driving 
a 2006 Honda Rebel northbound 
on State Road 121 around 

6:40 a.m. when a Ford Focus, 
making a left turn, crossed the 
motorcycle’s path.

“The Ford Focus driver failed 
to yield for northbound traffic 
when making her left turn, 
striking the left side of the Honda 
motorcycle with the left, front 
corner of the Ford Focus,” FHP 
Investigator J. Satterwhite wrote 

in a crash report. 
The driver of the Ford: 

28-year-old Tanee Hyman of 
Starke, was attempting to turn 
into the Circle K convenience 
store near S.R. 121’s intersection 
with County Road 229.  

Hyman suffered minor injuries 
and was ticketed for making an 
improper left turn. 

The driver of the Ford: 28-year-old Tanee Hyman of Starke, was attempting to turn into 
the Circle K convenience store near S.R. 121’s intersection with County Road 229.

Adult Education Offers People a Second 
Chance to Improve Their Lives

Eugene Dukes

Anti-mining group claims 
miners broke the law

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Times Editor

Attorneys for Citizens Against 
Phosphate Mining (CAPM) have 
given notice to several state and 
federal agencies about violations 
of state and federal laws 
committed by or on the behalf of 
HPS Enterprises in its ongoing 
effort to bring phosphate mining 
to Bradford and Union counties. 

The firm of Reiner and Reiner, 
of Miami, are representing 
CAPM and they have prepared 
a lengthy document, address 
to a number of agencies, 
concerning violations of laws 
governing the protection of 
the environment.  Among the 
agencies notified are: the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, the U.S. Department 
of the Interior, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the 
Attorney General of the United 
States/U.S. Department of 
Justice, the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection, 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, the 
Suwannee Water Management 
District and the St. Johns River 
Water Management District.

According to attorney David 
P. Reiner, the notice complies 
with federal law by informing 
the above listed agencies that 
the law is being violated and 
listing the instances in which it is 
thought the law is being violated.  
It may very well be a precursor to 
a potential lawsuit.

The document cites violations 
of the National Environmental 
Policy Act, the Endangered 
Species Act, The Clean Water 
Act, The Clean Air Act, The 
Safe Drinking Water Act and The 
Expansion of Phosphate Mining 
Beyond the Central Florida Area 
Contemplated in the Final Area 
Wide Environmental Impacts 
Statement.  It lists numerous 
unauthorized or illegal activities, 
current and past, which the 
agencies have either sanctioned 
or permitted.

According to a press release 
from David Reiner, “unpermitted 
activities have been initiated 
on property proposed for new 

phosphate mining by HPS 
Enterprises II, LLC in Union and 
Bradford Counties, including 
on private property, without the 
owner’s permission.”  He goes 
on to state, “these unpermitted 
activities have been initiated on 
property (e.g., the “Fern Pond 
Shadd Tract” and the “Pritchett/
Beasley Tract”) proposed for 
new phosphate mining by HPS 
Enterprises II, LLC in Union 
and Bradford Counties. Some 
of those unpermitted activities 
(monitoring wells constructed 
before a permit for them was 
obtained) were conducted on 
private property, without the 
owner’s permission and resulted 
in damage to that private 
property.” 

The document gives details 
on several past violations by 
HPS, including degradation of 
wetlands areas and potential 
threats to endangered and listed 
species (of which the lands 
planned for mining activities 
are considered to be critical 
habitats for some species), as 
well as the Florida Aquifer. It 
also states that HPS has, or is, 
engaged in “piecemealing,” a 
practice prohibited under federal 
law which involves “incremental 
permitting of small parts of a 
large project, like the proposed 
phosphate mining spanning two 
counties, or area-wide phosphate 
mining within the Floridan 
Aquifer System.”

The document is lengthy 
and detailed, outlining every 
alleged violation both in the 
past and proposed for the 
future (as outlined in HPS’s 
mining plan submitted to the 
Union County Board of County 
Commissioners).  Included is 
documentation of violations and, 
in some cases, the non-action 
of agencies tasked with dealing 
with such matters.

Reiner stated that “CAPM 
intends to hold all state and 
federal oversight agencies 
accountable for any failure to 
protect this region, endangered 
or threatened species, critical 
habitat and the environment, the 
aquifer, the rivers and springs 
upon which we all rely.”   

LINDA                                                                  HEATHER

Thank you, for all your hard 
work and dedication to providing 

outstanding customer service.

610 SW 1st St.
  Lake Butler

Spires IGA
386-496-3361

IGA

Happy 100th

Anniversary
to UCI!

To all of our caring staff,

329 N Church St, Starke, FL 32091        (904) 964-2220

Nana, 
I feel so blessed to have you be 
a part of the S&J Fitness family. 
Thank you for all that you do.  

Shawn Jenkins 
S & J Fitness

Thank you! 
We appreciate all you do.

Kim Box

Happy Administrative 

Professionals Day!

Thank you 
Heather, Joan & Linda 

From all the staff
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Downtown Grill Offers Home-Town Feel, Service to Customers

Owner Chrissy Thompson wants everyone to feel welcome 
at Downtown Grill in Starke. Several community groups meet there during the week.

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

Unlike some of the nearby 
areas, there are plenty of places 
to eat in Starke and these places 
offer a great variety of tastes for 
the hungry customer. Many of 
these are chains, with service 
that is familiar, if not always 
friendly. A few are locally 
owned and operated and it is 
among these that can be found a 
place which combines the charm 
of a restaurant featuring true 
Southern home cooking with the 
friendliness and familiarity of 
the bar featured in the T.V. show 
“Cheers.”

The Downtown Grill, located 
on Call St. in Starke, right next 
to the railroad tracks, is one such 
place. Owned by hometown girl 
Chrissy Allen-Thompson, it 
offers lunch and dinner, seven 
days a week, in a family friendly 
atmosphere. The interior is 
decorated with a huge assortment 
of memorabilia, hats, balls, 
plaques, helmets, NASCAR 
collectibles, musical instruments 
and photographs that combine to 
make an appealing and esoteric 
display.

Thompson had been working 
as a nurse when she bought the 
local restaurant “Bobcats” in 
2005. She then moved to the 
current location of Tony and Al’s, 
on Call St. and opened Chrissy’s 
Café Downtown, which she 
operated for six years. She then 
bought the present location and 
has been serving the community 
from there ever since.

“While I was still working 
as a nurse I did some catering 
on the side,” Thompson said. “I 
enjoyed food service and wanted 
to open a place where my entire 
family could participate in the 
business and I wanted that idea 
of a family restaurant to extend 
to the customers as well.”

The Downtown Grill offers 
a wide selection of food items, 
all of which are completely 
prepared on site. They offer 
daily lunch specials, as well as 
steaks, seafood, wings and pasta 
dishes. Their two biggest sellers 
are their half-pound burger and 
chicken salad, which they sell 
about 200 pounds a week of. 
They also offer catering for 
any type of event or meeting. 
The food-focus is always on 
freshness and quality, with the 
staff preparing all of the soups, 
dressings and sauces used fresh 
in-house and local produce used 
whenever possible.

The restaurant is the home for 
meeting of the Rotary Club and 
also the home of a local group 
known as the Bradford Liars 
Club.

“The Liars Club is a bunch of 
crazy guys who eat here every 
day,” Thompson said. “They 
are local community leaders, 
business owners, attorneys and 
others.”

Thompson is the vice-president 
of the Downtown Merchants 
Association and works with 
local businessmen Lee Sparks 
and Rusty Greek coordinating 
most of the downtown events, 
including Veteran’s Day, the 

Great Pumpkin Escape, the 
Christmas parade, St. Patrick’s 
Day, Starke Bike Fest and the 
truck show in January.

Music is a big part of the 
atmosphere at the Downtown 
Grill and there is live music 
every Friday and Saturday, as 
well as blues on Wednesdays. 
The performers range from 
house band, the Ben Carter Band 
and house blues band, the Circle 
of Friends to other local bands 
and acoustic players. The music 
ranges from country to rock to 
pop to blues.

Other activities at the 
Downtown Grill include a 
Karaoke night (family friendly) 
on Sunday nights at 6 p.m., 
featuring DJ Noreen Fritz, 
and Trivia Nights, held every 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. During 
the day several big screen 
televisions offer a range of 
entertainment and on the 
weekends present college and 
NFL football, NASCAR racing 
and other sports according to 
the season. They also offer 
Wi-Fi to customers who like to 
stay online while they eat.

“We have tried to create a 
place where people can come a 
stay a while, not just eat and run,” 
Thompson said. “We want to 
offer a variety of entertainment 
to our customers so they can 
enjoy their time here with us.”

The Downtown Grill 
employees 12 people and  about 
five more for catering jobs or 
paid events. Thompson said 
she has a very low turnover of 
employees and that several of 

her current workers have been 
with her from the very start.

“I want people to come and 
see what we have to offer here,” 
Thompson said. “This is a place 
for families to come and have 
a good time and a good meal.  

I want everyone to come and feel 
welcome here.”

The Downtown Grill is open 
seven days a week, 11 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. until 
Midnight Thursday through 

Saturday and 11 a.m. until 10 
p.m. on Sundays. They offer 
takeout, call-in orders and work 
with Grubhaulers as well. They 
may be reached by phone at 
904-964-9253.

Call for Reservations  - Valentine’s Dinner Specials

Tony and Al’s Deli, Starke
200 East Call Street 

904.368.0032 
Appetizers

Fried Ravioli ~ Calamari ~ Bruschetta
Entrees

Prime Rib ~ Frutti Di Mare ~ Lobster Ravioli 
Stuffed Salmon ~ Chicken Florentine 

Chicken Parmesan ~ Cheese Pizza
Dessets

Limoncello Cake ~ Chocolate Cake
CheesecakeCake ~ Cannoli 

Call for Reservations

Bradford County
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BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

Although met with derision 
and stigma through the years, 
body augmentation has been 
around for thousands of years 
and a socially approved and 
appreciated custom for most of 
them.

The artists at 301 Tattoo 
and Piercing are both great 
respecters of the tradition of the 
arts they practice and educated 
and trained in the modern 
version of the art.

According to 301 Tattoo 
owner Nathan Menke, all body 
art, especially tattooing, is very 
often a form of “representative 
symbology,” and he credits the 
Navy, and other men of nautical 
pursuits, as being among the 
first in modern times and 
Western culture to use tattooing 
to convey sometimes deep 
meaning through its images.

“Certain images had certain 
meanings and, like in some of 
the primitive cultures where 
tattooing is found, can convey 
rank, experience, status or 
shared ideals,” Menke said. 
“For example, the swallow 
tattoo, which is a common 
sailor’s design, signifies a man’s 
experience as a sailor, with 

each swallow tattoo, signifying 
5,000 miles traveled on the sea. 
Anyone looking at it knew if the 
man was an experienced and 
capable seaman just from the 
number of swallows he carried.”

Menke is an artist who works 
in many media, not just tattoo 
ink; his drawings and paintings 
are hung throughout the shop. 
He said he is mainly concerned 
with the art and longevity of 
the designs he inks on people’s 
bodies and will not just do 
anything people ask for on 
impulse.

“I don’t copy other tattoos 
unless it is an image from the 
flash-art collection we keep on 
hand,” Menke said. “These are 
stock images and are meant to 
be copied. Any other work I do 
will be an original design that 
will be used one time only. We 
work with the customer, first 
discussing the subject matter of 
the art and where on the body 
they want it placed. Next, we talk 
about the size and any specific 
style they have in mind. Then we 
work up a design.”

Menke said he and the other 
artists on staff all follow fully 
sterile procedures in all the 
work they do and that all of 
the equipment is single-use and 

disposable, so there is no chance 
of cross-contamination between 
clients. He said tattoo shops in 
the area, including Bradford 
County, are monitored and 
inspected by the Alachua County 
Health Department and that his 
shop meets their standards and 
requirements.

The shop also does piercing, 
a service which saw its heyday 
in the 1990s, but has decreased 
in popularity since that time. 
He said piercing was probably 
an older form of body art 
than tattooing. With 10 years, 
experience in the art, Menke said 
he would do all piercings that 
were medically safe to perform. 
He also will install sub-dermal 
anchors, which allow a greater 
variety of jewelry to be used.

The shop does not sell jewelry 
for the piercings beyond that 
required for the initial piercing. 
Menke said he most often tells 
his clients to shop for jewelry on 
eBay or Amazon.

Menke said he started out as 
a graffiti artist in his teens, but 
had an epiphany that if one were 
really good at their art, then they 
should be paid to do it. He has 
served two apprenticeships in 
tattooing, one in Washington 
state and another in Fort Worth, 

Texas. He said that while it is 
easy to get into the art now, 
when he was starting it was 
much more difficult.

“In modern society, there has 
been a stigma about body art,” 
Menke said. “People who did it 
were seen badly and people who 
had body art were denigrated. 
There did not used to be a lot 
of information out there, maybe 
a magazine or two, but we 
didn’t have the internet to refer 
to so we could see what people 
were doing and getting done. 
It was difficult to even get an 
apprenticeship.”

Now the art is a little more 
accepted than in the past and 
the opportunities are opening 
up for new up-coming artists 
and the technology is improving 
in the areas of equipment and 
more durable inks. Tattoo artists 
have also changed, now offering 
more artistic work mirroring 
photographs and oil paintings. 
He also is adept at the nearly lost 
art of hotrod pin striping.

Menke is one of two full-time 
tattoo artists at 301 Tattoo and 
Piercing, the other being Paul 
Hankins. The shop also has 
two apprentices, who clean up 
and run errands to earn training 
in the art of tattoo. Adults can 
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WINKLER’S
SALES AND SERVICE

234 N TEMPLE AVE
STARKE FL 32091

904-964-7596
EST. 1928

13761 Us Highway 301 S, Starke

(904) 964-8473

The 
D O W N T O W N  G R I L L

301 E Call St
Starke, FL 32091

(904) 964-9253

NOW HIRING STYLIST
904-769-8011        101 E. Call St. Starke

NOW OPEN

Nails
Spray Tan
Full Body Waxing

Facials
Hair Design

Massage Therapy

Happy Hour 4:30pm - 6:30pm

Family Owned and Operated

Elite
Automotive Service Center

964-3199
       Opening April 3rd   
 402 N Temple Ave

Diagonal from 
Grannies in Starke

The Martial Arts Leader.com
CHAMPION

CALL TODAY          904.964-BEST

HEART OF A

“What You Believe Is What You Achieve”

320 South Walnut St Starke, FL 32091
@TheMartialArtsLeader

320 South Walnut St Starke, FL 32091
@TheMartialArtsLeader

Starke Transmission & Automotive
Specializing in all your transmission needs

SHOP: 904-368-9925
CELL: 352-494-5385

starketrans@gmail.com 
1460 B South Walnut St

Starke, FL 32091

937 S.Walnut St.   Starke   904-964-6078

114 W. MADISON ST STARKE, FL
www.williamsjewelryinc.com
wjj32091@embarqmail.com

(904)
964-7064

Williams              Jewelry

simply make an appointment and 
have work done, but minors must 
bring a parent with them and a 
fully filled out and notarized 
consent form (available on the 
health department website) to be 
put on file at the shop.

Located at 408 S. Walnut 
St. in Starke, 301 Tattoo and 
Piercing is open Monday 
through Saturday from 12-8 
p.m. Appointments should be 

made, as artists are often booked 
well ahead (Menke usually by 
at least two weeks). The shop’s 
minimum charge is $50.

“We are here to stay and 
want to be a part of the local 
community and be positive role 
models for the young people,” 
Menke said. “We are not a fly-
by-night operation.”

Owner and artist Nathan Menke shows some of the 
awards and works of tattoo art on display at 301 Tattoo. 

$5.00 off 
Car Wash

Katie Sue’s Clip & Dip
Professional pet grooming

18536 US Highway 301 N
Starke, Florida 32091

904.964.2125

Happy Valentine’s Day 
to Our Customers

Tip Thai Cuisine

        50% off 
        Jewelry  
        BRING IN AD FOR ADDTIONAL 5% OFF

Thank you! To all my 
staff I could not have 
done it without you.

Bradford County

Meet YourMerchants SHOP
Local

Downtown Grill Offers Home-Town Feel, Service to Customers

Owner Chrissy Thompson wants everyone to feel welcome 
at Downtown Grill in Starke. Several community groups meet there during the week.

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

Unlike some of the nearby 
areas, there are plenty of places 
to eat in Starke and these places 
offer a great variety of tastes for 
the hungry customer. Many of 
these are chains, with service 
that is familiar, if not always 
friendly. A few are locally 
owned and operated and it is 
among these that can be found a 
place which combines the charm 
of a restaurant featuring true 
Southern home cooking with the 
friendliness and familiarity of 
the bar featured in the T.V. show 
“Cheers.”

The Downtown Grill, located 
on Call St. in Starke, right next 
to the railroad tracks, is one such 
place. Owned by hometown girl 
Chrissy Allen-Thompson, it 
offers lunch and dinner, seven 
days a week, in a family friendly 
atmosphere. The interior is 
decorated with a huge assortment 
of memorabilia, hats, balls, 
plaques, helmets, NASCAR 
collectibles, musical instruments 
and photographs that combine to 
make an appealing and esoteric 
display.

Thompson had been working 
as a nurse when she bought the 
local restaurant “Bobcats” in 
2005. She then moved to the 
current location of Tony and Al’s, 
on Call St. and opened Chrissy’s 
Café Downtown, which she 
operated for six years. She then 
bought the present location and 
has been serving the community 
from there ever since.

“While I was still working 
as a nurse I did some catering 
on the side,” Thompson said. “I 
enjoyed food service and wanted 
to open a place where my entire 
family could participate in the 
business and I wanted that idea 
of a family restaurant to extend 
to the customers as well.”

The Downtown Grill offers 
a wide selection of food items, 
all of which are completely 
prepared on site. They offer 
daily lunch specials, as well as 
steaks, seafood, wings and pasta 
dishes. Their two biggest sellers 
are their half-pound burger and 
chicken salad, which they sell 
about 200 pounds a week of. 
They also offer catering for 
any type of event or meeting. 
The food-focus is always on 
freshness and quality, with the 
staff preparing all of the soups, 
dressings and sauces used fresh 
in-house and local produce used 
whenever possible.

The restaurant is the home for 
meeting of the Rotary Club and 
also the home of a local group 
known as the Bradford Liars 
Club.

“The Liars Club is a bunch of 
crazy guys who eat here every 
day,” Thompson said. “They 
are local community leaders, 
business owners, attorneys and 
others.”

Thompson is the vice-president 
of the Downtown Merchants 
Association and works with 
local businessmen Lee Sparks 
and Rusty Greek coordinating 
most of the downtown events, 
including Veteran’s Day, the 

Great Pumpkin Escape, the 
Christmas parade, St. Patrick’s 
Day, Starke Bike Fest and the 
truck show in January.

Music is a big part of the 
atmosphere at the Downtown 
Grill and there is live music 
every Friday and Saturday, as 
well as blues on Wednesdays. 
The performers range from 
house band, the Ben Carter Band 
and house blues band, the Circle 
of Friends to other local bands 
and acoustic players. The music 
ranges from country to rock to 
pop to blues.

Other activities at the 
Downtown Grill include a 
Karaoke night (family friendly) 
on Sunday nights at 6 p.m., 
featuring DJ Noreen Fritz, 
and Trivia Nights, held every 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. During 
the day several big screen 
televisions offer a range of 
entertainment and on the 
weekends present college and 
NFL football, NASCAR racing 
and other sports according to 
the season. They also offer 
Wi-Fi to customers who like to 
stay online while they eat.

“We have tried to create a 
place where people can come a 
stay a while, not just eat and run,” 
Thompson said. “We want to 
offer a variety of entertainment 
to our customers so they can 
enjoy their time here with us.”

The Downtown Grill 
employees 12 people and  about 
five more for catering jobs or 
paid events. Thompson said 
she has a very low turnover of 
employees and that several of 

her current workers have been 
with her from the very start.

“I want people to come and 
see what we have to offer here,” 
Thompson said. “This is a place 
for families to come and have 
a good time and a good meal.  

I want everyone to come and feel 
welcome here.”

The Downtown Grill is open 
seven days a week, 11 a.m. 
until 9 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. until 
Midnight Thursday through 

Saturday and 11 a.m. until 10 
p.m. on Sundays. They offer 
takeout, call-in orders and work 
with Grubhaulers as well. They 
may be reached by phone at 
904-964-9253.

Call for Reservations  - Valentine’s Dinner Specials

Tony and Al’s Deli, Starke
200 East Call Street 

904.368.0032 
Appetizers

Fried Ravioli ~ Calamari ~ Bruschetta
Entrees

Prime Rib ~ Frutti Di Mare ~ Lobster Ravioli 
Stuffed Salmon ~ Chicken Florentine 

Chicken Parmesan ~ Cheese Pizza
Dessets

Limoncello Cake ~ Chocolate Cake
CheesecakeCake ~ Cannoli 

Call for Reservations

Bradford County

Meet YourMerchants SHOP
Local

BY TRACY LEE TATE
UCT Editor

Although met with derision 
and stigma through the years, 
body augmentation has been 
around for thousands of years 
and a socially approved and 
appreciated custom for most of 
them.

The artists at 301 Tattoo 
and Piercing are both great 
respecters of the tradition of the 
arts they practice and educated 
and trained in the modern 
version of the art.

According to 301 Tattoo 
owner Nathan Menke, all body 
art, especially tattooing, is very 
often a form of “representative 
symbology,” and he credits the 
Navy, and other men of nautical 
pursuits, as being among the 
first in modern times and 
Western culture to use tattooing 
to convey sometimes deep 
meaning through its images.

“Certain images had certain 
meanings and, like in some of 
the primitive cultures where 
tattooing is found, can convey 
rank, experience, status or 
shared ideals,” Menke said. 
“For example, the swallow 
tattoo, which is a common 
sailor’s design, signifies a man’s 
experience as a sailor, with 

each swallow tattoo, signifying 
5,000 miles traveled on the sea. 
Anyone looking at it knew if the 
man was an experienced and 
capable seaman just from the 
number of swallows he carried.”

Menke is an artist who works 
in many media, not just tattoo 
ink; his drawings and paintings 
are hung throughout the shop. 
He said he is mainly concerned 
with the art and longevity of 
the designs he inks on people’s 
bodies and will not just do 
anything people ask for on 
impulse.

“I don’t copy other tattoos 
unless it is an image from the 
flash-art collection we keep on 
hand,” Menke said. “These are 
stock images and are meant to 
be copied. Any other work I do 
will be an original design that 
will be used one time only. We 
work with the customer, first 
discussing the subject matter of 
the art and where on the body 
they want it placed. Next, we talk 
about the size and any specific 
style they have in mind. Then we 
work up a design.”

Menke said he and the other 
artists on staff all follow fully 
sterile procedures in all the 
work they do and that all of 
the equipment is single-use and 

disposable, so there is no chance 
of cross-contamination between 
clients. He said tattoo shops in 
the area, including Bradford 
County, are monitored and 
inspected by the Alachua County 
Health Department and that his 
shop meets their standards and 
requirements.

The shop also does piercing, 
a service which saw its heyday 
in the 1990s, but has decreased 
in popularity since that time. 
He said piercing was probably 
an older form of body art 
than tattooing. With 10 years, 
experience in the art, Menke said 
he would do all piercings that 
were medically safe to perform. 
He also will install sub-dermal 
anchors, which allow a greater 
variety of jewelry to be used.

The shop does not sell jewelry 
for the piercings beyond that 
required for the initial piercing. 
Menke said he most often tells 
his clients to shop for jewelry on 
eBay or Amazon.

Menke said he started out as 
a graffiti artist in his teens, but 
had an epiphany that if one were 
really good at their art, then they 
should be paid to do it. He has 
served two apprenticeships in 
tattooing, one in Washington 
state and another in Fort Worth, 

Texas. He said that while it is 
easy to get into the art now, 
when he was starting it was 
much more difficult.

“In modern society, there has 
been a stigma about body art,” 
Menke said. “People who did it 
were seen badly and people who 
had body art were denigrated. 
There did not used to be a lot 
of information out there, maybe 
a magazine or two, but we 
didn’t have the internet to refer 
to so we could see what people 
were doing and getting done. 
It was difficult to even get an 
apprenticeship.”

Now the art is a little more 
accepted than in the past and 
the opportunities are opening 
up for new up-coming artists 
and the technology is improving 
in the areas of equipment and 
more durable inks. Tattoo artists 
have also changed, now offering 
more artistic work mirroring 
photographs and oil paintings. 
He also is adept at the nearly lost 
art of hotrod pin striping.

Menke is one of two full-time 
tattoo artists at 301 Tattoo and 
Piercing, the other being Paul 
Hankins. The shop also has 
two apprentices, who clean up 
and run errands to earn training 
in the art of tattoo. Adults can 
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Starke Transmission & Automotive
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simply make an appointment and 
have work done, but minors must 
bring a parent with them and a 
fully filled out and notarized 
consent form (available on the 
health department website) to be 
put on file at the shop.

Located at 408 S. Walnut 
St. in Starke, 301 Tattoo and 
Piercing is open Monday 
through Saturday from 12-8 
p.m. Appointments should be 

made, as artists are often booked 
well ahead (Menke usually by 
at least two weeks). The shop’s 
minimum charge is $50.

“We are here to stay and 
want to be a part of the local 
community and be positive role 
models for the young people,” 
Menke said. “We are not a fly-
by-night operation.”

Owner and artist Nathan Menke shows some of the 
awards and works of tattoo art on display at 301 Tattoo. 

$5.00 off 
Car Wash

Katie Sue’s Clip & Dip
Professional pet grooming

18536 US Highway 301 N
Starke, Florida 32091

904.964.2125

Happy Valentine’s Day 
to Our Customers

Tip Thai Cuisine

        50% off 
        Jewelry  
        BRING IN AD FOR ADDTIONAL 5% OFF

(352) 478-2057

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

Alyssa W. Sanford, R. Ph.

405 S. Lawrence Blvd.
Keystone Heights 

Please inquire in person or forward resume to: 
nflpharmacy1@bellsouth.net

Full-Time Cashier
Monday through Friday 9–5

Mon – Fri 8:30 to 6:00
Saturday  9:00 to 1:00

(352)478-2057

Thank You
Lori, Lynn and Isaac

Judy Wilburn , 

Thank you for all the hard work you do. 

You keep our office running smoothly.

Smith & Smith Realty
415 E. Call Street
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-9222

Congratulations

Class of 
201

from

smithandsmithrealty.com

																										" 	

" 	

BEAUTIFUL	LOT	ON	SAMPSON	LAKE.	WELL	&	SEPTIC,	CARPORT,	DOCK	

	AND	DOCK	SHED.	$79,900.	SELLER	WILL	PAY	UP	TO	1%	OF	BUYERS		

CLOSING	COSTS.		CALL	TOM	SMITH	AT	(904)964-9222	TO	SEE	PROPERTY.

BEAUTIFUL LOT ON SAMPSON LAKE. WELL & SEPTIC, CARPORT, DOCK
 AND DOCK SHED. $79,900. SELLER WILL PAY UP TO 1% OF BUYERS 

CLOSING COSTS.  CALL TOM SMITH AT 904-964-9222 TO SEE PROPERTY.

(904) 964-9222

Here’s to the Absolute Best Veterinarian 
Staff on Earth you Rock! 

        ~ Doc.

Happy Administrative 

Professionals Day!

Thank you 
Heather, Joan & Linda 

From all the staff
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Brenda,
  51 years of marriage and 38 
years of working in the business 
side-by-side ... Thank you for 
being so supportive! 

                                 Doyle
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side-by-side ... Thank you for 
being so supportive! 

                                 Doyle

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Jordan Hill and Jade 
Hines each won an event for 
Bradford High School, with 
Hines also placing second 
in another at the April 11-12 
District 5-2A track and field 
finals in Gainesville at Oak 
Hall High School and Fred 
Cone Park.

Hill cleared 1.8 meters in 
the high jump, while Hines 
won the long jump with a 
distance of 5.36 meters. Hines 
was second in the 200m with 
a time of 25.84 seconds. 
Interlachen’s Reva Godbolt 
won the 200m with a time of 
25.24.

The top four finishers in 
each event qualified for the 
Region 2 finals, which will 
be held Wednesday, April 25, 
at First Academy in Orlando. 
Meghan Harris, Travis Lee 
and Jeremiah Vaughn will 
join Hill and Hines as regional 
participants.

Harris will compete in 

three events at the Region 2 
finals. She was the district 
runner-up in the 300m hurdles 
with a time of 49.84 seconds 
(Eastside’s Natiya James had 
a time of 46.02) and the triple 
jump with a distance of 10.80 
meters (Eastside’s James had 
a distance of 10.82). She also 
placed third in the 400m with 
a time of 59.62.

Vaughn earned the right to 
advance in two events. He tied 
with Palatka’s Jaylan Sessions 
for second in the 200m with 
a time of 22.67, which was 
behind the 21.95 posted by 
Palatka’s Trayvon Williams. 
Vaughn was fourth in the 
100m with a time of 11.09.

Lee will compete in the 
triple jump at the Region 2 
finals after jumping a third-
place distance of 11.89 meters 
at the District 5 finals.

The boys’ 4x400m relay 
team of Kamren Thomas, 
Jalen Lane, Randy Lott and 
Austin Lovell just missed 
qualifying for regionals with 
a fifth-place time of 3:53.91. 

Fort White earned the last 
regional spot with a fourth-
place time of 3:50.48.

Thomas and Gabe Cook 
earned points with sixth- 
and seventh-place finishes. 
Thomas was sixth in the 
400m (55.25), while Cook 
was sixth in the discus (31.76) 
and seventh in the shot put 
(10.83).

Other BHS boys’ results: 
100m — Erric Smith 11.87; 
200m — Smith 24.30; 400m 
— Lovell 56.54, Lee 1:01.17; 
long jump — Lee 5.48, Hill 
5.29; shot put — Jacory Clark 
8.52, Jamir Tyson 7.60; and 
discus — Tyson 25.74, Clark 
24.22.

Kayla Daniel was the only 
girls’ participant besides 
Harris and Hines. She 
competed in the shot put 
(6.98) and the discus (16.36).

Hill, Hines win district titles for BHS
5 Tornadoes qualify for April 
25 regional competition

Jade Hines (left) prepares to cross the finish line ahead 
of Eastside’s Faith Turner to take second in the 200m.

Jeremiah Vaughn competes 
in the 200m prelims. He 

finished tied for runner-up 
in the finals.

	

 

					Starke	(904)	964-7830	
Lake	Butler	(386)	496-3333

MARY POWELL 

Thank you for your many years of 

hard work and dedication. You are 

an invaluable asset to our team. 

With much appreciation, 

Your Community State Bank Family 
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40
Notices

EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY.  All real 
estate advertising in 
this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 in 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation or 
discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin, 
or an intention to make 
any such preference, 
limitation or discrimina-
tion.”  Familial status 
includes children under 
the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women 
and people securing 
custody of children un-
der 18.  This newspa-
per will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate in which 
is in violation of the law.  
Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777, the toll-free 
telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.  For 
further information call 
Florida Commission on 
Human Relations, Lisa 
Sutherland 850-488-
7082 ext #1005. 
42
Motor Vehicles 
(Rent, Lease, 
Sale)

$CASH$ FOR JUNK cars, 
up to $500. Free pick 
up, running or not. Call 
352-771-6191.
45
Land for Sale

FOR SALE. Building lot 
on 17th Ave near Golf 
Course. For Sale on 
terms- Pay $199/mo. 
No interest.. Until you 
receive construction or 
permanent financing. 
Call 904-364-9022. 
47
Commercial 
Property (Rent, 
Lease, Sale)

OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR RENT. Keystone 
Heights next to W.D. 
Beck Ins. 3 offices, 
large conference room, 

kitchen, 2/BA, parking. 
$1000/per mo. on con-
tract. For info call 904-
364-9022.

DOWNTOWN STARKE 
Affordable Office Space 
for rent. 113 E. Call St. 
Call Freddie American 
Dream Realty at 904-
509-9893.

OFFICE LOCATION next 
to Walgreens. Suitable 
for retail or can be made 
into offices. $500/mo. 
Call 904-364-9022.
48
Homes for Sale

2 HOUSES FOR SALE/
LEASE TO BUY. Must 
have credit score of 
660+ 3BR/2BA house. 
Tile floor, granite count-
ers, Jacuzzi tub, gas 
fireplace, 2-car garage. 
Lake access. Post Mas-
ters Village in Keystone 
Heights. $1000/mo.- 
$1050/mo. plus 1 month 
deposit. Call Dave  
352-473-3560. 
50
For Rent

WE HAVE 2 OR 3 bed-
room MH, clean, close 

to prison. Call 352-468-
1323.

NEWLY RENOVATED 
mobile homes. 3 BR/ 2 
BA DW and 2 BR/ 2 BA. 
(One) 16x80 2 BR/2 BA. 
Lake Butler. 1-678-438-
6828.
53 A
Yard Sales

HUGE YARD SALE. 5 
families, clothing- adult 
& children. Knick-
knack’s, toys, a little 
bit of everything. Very 
cheap. Dolly’s BBQ East 
Brownlee St. Starke. 
Saturday. 4/21. 9-till?

YARD SALE. Fri. & Sat. 

8am-? Tools, clothes,  
& misc. 100A Edwards 
Road. Follow signs. 

YARD SALE. Furniture, 
ladies clothes, cur-
tains, small applianc-
es, & and much more.  
405 N Church St. 
Starke.

MOVING SALE. Fri. & 
Sat. 8:00am-2:00pm.  
8991 SE 50th Ave, 
Hampton, Fl.

YARD SALE. 19551 HWY 
233 Morgan Rd. Starke. 

Proceeds go to our 
church.

FLEA MARKET at 
the Bradford Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. 
Saturday 4/21. 8-? Col-
lectables, woodwork, 
crafts, vegetable & 
houseplants, & much 
more. Booth rental fee 
goes to the FFA Schol-
arship Program. 

LIQUIDATION SALE. Re-
tiring, years of accumu-
lation. Furniture, trucks, 
boats, cars, trailers, 
Harley Davidson, Jag-
uar convertible, tools, 
guns, fishing gear, pool 
table, golf cart, front 
end loader, sauna, 
saddles, vintage juke 
box, driving harness, 
lawn mower. Saturday 
4/21. 8am-3pm. Orange 
Heights Pecan Nurs-
ery, HWY 301 & 26.  
Jim- 352-317-5880. 
58

Child/Adult 
Home Care

24 HOUR HOME DAY-
CARE. All ages. Excel-
lent reference. 40 yr 
experienced certifica-
tions. CPR- First aid. 
Starke, Fl area. Betty 
740-534-3282 (Cell) 
xcellentnanny@yahoo.
com (email.) 
65
Help Wanted

RETAIL SALES/CASHIER 
position available, apply 
at Gator II Farm Sup-
ply. South of Starke on 
Hwy 301. HS Diploma 
required.

LAKE BUTLER HOSPITAL 
Facility and Main-
tenance Technician 
RN’s-FT, PRN 
Pharmacy Tech 
Please visit our web-
site www.lakebutler-
hospital.com for more 
information and to fill 
out an application. PH. 
386.496.2323 Ext 9258, 
Fax 386.496.2105 
Equal Employment Op-
portunity / Drug & To-

bacco Free Workplace.
LAKE BUTLER HOSPITAL 

Systems Administrator 
Please visit our web-
site www.lakebutler-
hospital.com for more 
information and to fill 
out an application. PH. 
386.496.2323 Ext 9258, 
Fax 386.496.2105 
Equal Employment Op-
portunity / Drug & To-
bacco Free Workplace.

HELP WANTED; Laborer, 
able to lift and stack 50 
lbs, stand for long pe-
riods of time.  Follows  
directions.  Experience 
with operating farm trac-
tor and spreaders.  Lo-
cated in Maxville, FL on 
US Highway 301. Con-
tact 904-289-4322

LOOKING FOR FULL-
TIME STAFF to work 
with those w/ intellec-
tual disabilities in the 
Starke area. $9.50/hr 
to start. Must posses 
1 yr. experience in pd 
childcare, healthcare or 
related field, high school 
diploma/GED, reliable 
transportation & abili-
ty to pass background 
screenings. Must have 
a positive attitude. Call 
904-964-7767 or send 
resume to progression-
services@gmail.com.

EXECUTIVE AS-
S I S S T A N T 
The City Managerofthe-
CityofStarke is seeking 
an Executive Assistant 
to the City Manager. 
The successful can-
didate should have 
a minimum of 10 
(ten) years progres-
sively responsible 
experience of adminis-
trative/office duties. This 
employee reports direct-
ly to the City Manager 
and will among other du-
ties: collect information 

from a variety of sourc-
es and compiles data for 
special and periodic re-
ports, composes reports 
and statistical data, pro-
vides job candidates by 
screening and testing 
potential employees, 
maintains personnel re-
cords, relieves the City 
Manager of various ad-
ministrative details in 
matters not requiring 
policy decisions. The 
successful candidate 
must have excel-
lent IT skills as well 
as verbal and writ-
ten communications. 
This position requires 
a drug free and smoke 
free environment. A 
complete listing of 
qualifications and ben-
efits may be found at 
www.cityofstarke.ore. 
Pay will be dependent on 
qualifications in a 
range of $12-18 per 
hour. Some of the 
employee benefits 
include retirement 
and ample personal 
leave time. The City of 
Starke pays 100% of 
employee only health 
insurance. Send cover 
letter and resume to ca-
reers^@cjtyofstarke.grR 
no later than Friday/ May 
4, 2018. The City of 
Starke is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

HAIRY BUSINESS is ac-
cepting applications for 
licensed cosmetologist. 
Daily pay, come in and 
fill out application. 904-
964-3338.

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 
Please call Victor Griffis. 
904-796-2136. 

CNA FOR Home Care- 
Elderly. Has stom-
ach-feeding tube. Refer-
ence 904-263-7844.

 (904) 964-6305
(352) 473-2210
(386) 496-2261Classified Ads - Where one call 

does it all!904-964-6305

DURRANCE PUMP

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1964

• Pumps
• Sales
• Parts
• Service

STATE LICENSE 
#1305

Handicapped Accessible
This Institution is an Equal 

Opportunity Provider
and Employer.

Now Accepting 
Applications

1 AND 2
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

607 Bradford Court
Starke, FL

Call for more info
904-964-6216

Hearing Impaired Only
call 800-955-8771

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Newly Renovated Rooms
GUEST LAUNDRY & 

ROOM SERVICE

1101 N TEMPLE AVE
STARKE, FL

904.964.7600

Southern Villas
of Starke
Ask about our 

1&2 BR Apartments HC & 
non-HC Units. Central AC/

Heat, on-site laundry, 
playground, private, quiet 

atmosphere.

1001 Southern Villas Dr.
Starke, FL

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

WIDEOPENFABRICATION

352.317.4223J.D. CAINES

ALL TYPES OF PORTABLE WELDING
METAL FABRICATION
TRUCK MODIFICATION 

LINE BORING
HEAVY EQUIPMENT REPAIR

SEE OUR WORK ON 

FACEBOOK
24/7 sErviCE

1 & 2
Bedrooms

NOW 
AVAILABLE
$460 – $505 
Equal housing opportunity. 
This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer.

1, 2, 3 & 4
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

HC & Non-HC accessible.
1005 SW 6th St.
Lake Butler, FL

386-496-3141
TDD/TTY 711.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

801 South Water Street
Starke, FL 32091

TDD/TTY 711

1, 2, & 3 bedroom HC & Non-
HC accessible apartments.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

Yard Sale 

Friday 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

118 Boots Rd, Melrose FL 
SR 100 to Grandin CR 315 N. 3 miles on right 

Boots Rd, Look for signs.

Cherry 7 piece din. W/China 
Cabinet $750, smaller fears 

Coca-Cola fan. & More 
Crystal, Glassware, housewares, seasonal...etc

“BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT”

LAWNS & MORE
“Quality work for your budget”

John Wood  ~  904-796-9311

“Insured” 
Mowing & More!!

FREE ESTIMATES

Tri-County Classifieds
Bradford • Union • Clay

Reach over 27,000 Readers Every Week!

INDEX
40 Notice
41 Vehicles Accessories
42 Motor Vehicles
43 RV’s & Campers
44 Boats
45 Land for Sale
46 Real Estate Out of Area
47 Commercial Property

Rent, Lease, Sale
48 Homes for Sale
49 Mobile Homes for Sale
50 For Rent

Word Ad Classified   Tuesday, 12:00 noon 
Classified Display      Tuesday, 12:00 noon

964-6305 • 473-2210 • 496-2261
N O T I C E

Classified Advertising should be paid in advance unless credit has already been established with the
newspaper.  A $3.00 service charge will be added to all billing to cover postage and handling. All ads 
placed by phone are read back to the advertiser at the time of placement.  However, the classified staff 
cannot be held responsible for mistakes in classified advertising taken by phone. The newspaper reserves 
the right to correctly classify and edit all copy or to reject or cancel any advertisements at any time. Only 
standard abbrevations will be accepted.

63 Love Lines
64 Business Opportunity
65 Help Wanted
66 Investment Opportunity
67 Hunting Land for Rent
68 Rent to Own
69 Food Supplements
70 Money to Lend
72 Sporting Goods
73 Farm Equipment
74 Computers & Computer 
       Accessories

51 Lost/Found
52 Animals & Pets
53 Yard Sales
54 Keystone Yard Sales
55 Wanted
56 Trade or Swap
57 For Sale
58 Building Materials
59 Personal Services
60 Secretarial Services
61 Scriptures
62 Vacation/Travel

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED USE YOUR PHONE

      904-964-6305

LAKE PROPERTY LIQUIDATION EVENT 
MAY 5TH at 10 AM – PRICES FROM $34,900 

WATCH THE VIDEO 
LakeLotsCloseout.com 

FORECLOSURE RESALES 
LAKEVIEW & LAKEFRONT LOTS 

 
 

 
TEACHING ASSISTANT II, PART-TIME 
This is a permanent, part-time position 

assisting students with computer 
programs offered in the Student Success 

Center. Provide academic and 
technological support for students, faculty, 
and staff. Requires High school diploma 

or equivalent and must have completed a 
minimum of 12 successful semester hours 

of college or university course 
work. Special consideration will be given 
to applicants with an Associate's degree 
or certificate in related area. Computer 

literate necessary in Microsoft Office and 
basic computer functions. 

Teaching/tutoring experience and 
knowledge of math from basics to college 

algebra is desirable. 
SALARY:  

$11.24 per hour. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  

4/27/18 
Position details and applications 
available online at: www.fgc.edu 

or visit Human Resources  
Florida Gateway College 
149 S.E. College Place 

Lake City, FL 32025-2007 
Phone (386) 754-4314  

Fax (386) 754-4814 
Email: human.resources@fgc.edu 
FGC is accredited by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges. 

VP/ADA/EA/EO College in Education and Employment 
 

Meghan Harris was the 
runner-up in the 300m 

hurdles.Jordan Hill (pictured at the March 12 BHS Invitational) 
won the District 5-2A championship in the high jump.

Jeremiah Vaughn (left) and Palatka’s Jaylan Sessions 
cross the finish line at the same time in the 200m. The 

runners were tied for second.
Meghan Harris is pictured 

at the start of the 400m 
finals.

 

 

COORDINATOR, STUDENT 
ENGAGEMENT 

Coordinate student housing (live-
in position), new student 

orientation, and the First Year 
Experience program. Requires a 

bachelor's degree, plus two years 
of related experience or an 

associate's degree, plus four 
years of related experience and 
knowledge of laws that govern 
housing and Title IX, student 

success, orientation, and 
retention programming.  

Experience in student success and 
residence life is desirable.  

SALARY:  
$ 39,375 annually, plus benefits. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  
Open Until Filled 

Position details and applications 
available online at: www.fgc.edu 

or visit Human Resources  
Florida Gateway College 
149 S.E. College Place 

Lake City, FL 32025-2007 
Phone (386) 754-4314  

Fax (386) 754-4814 
Email: human.resources@fgc.edu 
FGC is accredited by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges. 

VP/ADA/EA/EO College in Education and Employment 
 

 

 

DIRECTOR, STUDENT LIFE 
Administrative oversight of 

student housing, judiciary affairs, 
intercollegiate athletics, 

intramural sports, summer 
camps, student activities, campus 

wellness, orientation and first 
year experience. Requires a 

master's degree plus 2 years of 
experience or a bachelor's degree 

and 4 years of experience.  
Requires knowledge of FGC 

mission, student life, federal and 
state laws including title IX and 
NJCAA, retention and student 

success. Skill in management and 
organization. 

MINIMUM SALARY:  
$ 49,875 annually, plus benefits. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  
Open Until Filled 

Position details and applications 
available online at: www.fgc.edu 

or visit Human Resources  
Florida Gateway College 
149 S.E. College Place 

Lake City, FL 32025-2007 
Phone (386) 754-4314  

Fax (386) 754-4814 
Email: human.resources@fgc.edu 
FGC is accredited by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges. 

VP/ADA/EA/EO College in Education and Employment 
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1469 S. Walnut Street  Starke 
HWY 301 S. (next to KOA Campground)

M-F 7am - 5:30pm
Sat 7am - 3pm

Closed Sunday

1469 S. Walnut Street  Starke 
HWY 301 S. (next to KOA Campground)

M-F 7am - 5:30pm
Sat 7am - 3pm

Closed Sunday

Animal Feed 
ADM (MoorMans) 
Cargill (Southern States) 
Mid-South 
Triple Crown 
Showtime 

Coolers 
Knives 

Tools
 Pavers 

Lawn Mower Blades
Hunting & Fishing Supplies 

Open 
6am

Live Bait 

Fishing 

Tackle 
Flowers 

Vegetables 4 Pack

Flowers 4 Pack

Assorted Hanging Plants 

Boston Ferns 

Shrubs 

Ground Cover

Flowers 

Vegetables 4 Pack

Flowers 4 Pack

Assorted Hanging Plants 

Boston Ferns 

Shrubs 

Ground Cover

Mower Blades 

Mower Parts 

Mower Belts 

Trimmer Line 

Flowers 

Shrubs 

Ground Cover

Mower Blades 

Mower Parts 

Mower Belts 

Trimmer Line 

Flowers 

Shrubs 

Ground Cover

BY CLIFF 
SMELLEY

Telegraph Staff 
Writer

Bradford and 
Keystone Heights 
high schools had a 
combined six players 
earn recognition 
with the release of 
The Gainesville 
Sun’s All-Area 
girls’ basketball 
teams, including 
Keystone’s Haley 
Julius, who was a 
first-team selection.

Julius, a junior 
guard, averaged 13 
points, four rebounds 
and three steals 
per game this past 
season.

Two of Julius’ teammates were 
second-team selections: senior 
forward Victoria Snider, who 
averaged eight points and 10 
rebounds per game, and junior 
guard Savannah Channell, who 
averaged nine points, seven 
rebounds and five steals.

Bradford had two second-
team selections in senior 
forward Jah’mya Henderson, 

who averaged 11 points, four 
rebounds and two steals, and 
sophomore guard Olyvia Griffin, 
who averaged eight points, four 
rebounds and four steals.

Bradford sophomore guard/
forward Meghan Harris earned 
honorable mention.

Union County received no 
recognition since its coach did 
not respond to Gainesville Sun 
requests for player nominations.

6 BHS, KHHS girls’ basketball 
players earn Sun All-Area honors

Keystone’s Haley Julius moves past 
Bradford’s Olyvia Griffin earlier this 

year.

Sun recognizes 5 BHS 
boys’ basketball players

Bradford’s Chris Cummings (center) draws contact on 
a drive to the basket earlier this year in a game against 

Bolles.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Chris Cummings earned first-
team honors, while four of his 
Bradford High School teammates 
were also recognized with the 
release of The Gainesville Sun’s 
All-Area boys’ basketball teams.

Cummings, a senior guard, 
averaged 15 points and four 
assists per game.

Earning second-team honors 
were senior forward D.J. 

Mackey, who averaged eight 
points and eight rebounds, and 
junior forward Taz Curry, who 
averaged 11 points and six 
rebounds.

Junior guards Matthew 
Crawford and Jordan Lee earned 
honorable mention.

Neither Keystone Heights 
nor Union County received 
recognition as their coaches 
didn’t respond to Gainesville Sun 
requests for player nominations.

Bakken wins district title for UCHS track, field teams
BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Four Union County High 
School track and field athletes 
will advance to regional 
competition, including Kurston 
Bakken, who won the discus at 
the April 11-12 District 5-2A 
finals in Gainesville at Oak Hall 
High School and Fred Cone Park.

Bakken had a throw of 25.74 
meters to beat out Interlachen’s 
Elizabeth Finley, who had a 
throw of 25.54.

The top four finishers in each 
event qualified for the Region 2 
finals, which will be Wednesday, 
April 25, at First Academy in 
Orlando.

Jaylon Diston was the runner-
up in the high jump after clearing 
1.80 meters, while Solomon 
Jones and Austin Wilson each 
earned a third-place finish — 
Jones in the shot put with a 
distance of 11.83 and Wilson in 
the 1600m with a time of 4:57.43.

Bakken just missed qualifying 
for regionals in the shot put,  
placing fifth with a distance of 
8.53. Newberry’s Lauren Bryant 
earned the last regional spot with 
a fourth-place distance of 9.59.

The boys’ team had three 
sixth-place finishes — Diston 
in the 200m (23.47), Wilson in 
the 3200m (11:37.01) and the 
4x100m relay team of Diston, 
Te’von Lee, B.J. Harvey and 

Keyshawn Young (45.24).
Lee also earned points for the 

boys’ team with a seventh-place 
finish in the 200m (23.64).

Other UCHS boys’ results: 
100m — Lee 11.77, Young 
12.01, Harvey 12.38; 200m —
Harvey 25.07; long jump —Lee 
5.32, Harvey 5.14; shot put — 
Matthew Lynch 9.10; and discus 
— Haven Johns 26.32, Lynch 
19.76, Jones 17.62.

Union earned a seventh-
place finish in the girls’ 4x100m 
relay (Sydney Personette, Erica 
Roseke, Madelyn Whitehead, 
Chloe Johns) with a time of 
55.18. The girls’ team also had 
the following results: 100m 
—Whitehead 13.70, Roseke 
14.37, Johns 14.49; long jump 

Clockwise from top,left: 

Austin Wilson placed third 
in the 1600m.

Kurston Bakken was the 
District 5-2A champion in 

the discus.

Jaylon Diston competes 
in the 200m. Though he 

didn’t qualify for regionals, 
placing sixth, he did qualify 

in the high jump with a 
second-place finish.

Solomon Jones placed 
third in the shot put.

Tigers ride 13-run inning to 17-2 
win in regular-season finale

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Visiting Crescent City held 
the lead briefly, but the Union 
County High School softball 
team won in convincing 
fashion, scoring 13 runs in 
the second inning to close out 
the regular season with a 17-
2, three-inning District 6-1A 
victory on April 13.

The Tigers (13-4, 7-1) 
trailed 2-1, but drew five 
bases-loaded walks as part of 
the big second inning, which 
also included two runs scored 
on errors and two runs scored 
on a Tiffany Clark double. 
Katie Caren, Kamaya Cohen, 
Kensley Hamilton and Teala 
Howard each had an RBI 
single in the inning.

Howard finished with a 
triple and four RBI, while 
Cohen had three RBI. Clark 
finished with the two RBI, 
while Caren, Hamilton and 
Shelby Spratlin each had one.

Pitcher Lexi Androlevich, 
in relieving starter Howard, 
gave up no hits and no walks, 
while striking out six in 2.2 
innings.

Union went 1-2 in the three 
games preceding the regular-
season finale, beginning with 
a 16-5 district win over host 
Williston on April 3. Howard 
drove in three runs, going 
3-for-4 with a double, a triple 
and an inside-the-park solo 
home run.

Cohen went 3-for-6 with 
three RBI, while Clark 
went 2-for-5 with two RBI. 
Hamilton and Madelyn 
Kish each had an RBI, with 
Hamilton going 2-for-4 with 
a triple and Kish going 2-for-
5. Brooke Waters, who hit a 
double, drove in a run as well, 
while Spratlin went 2-for-4.

Androlevich earned the 
win, giving up five hits and 

striking out eight.
Despite a nine-strikeout 

performance by Androlevich 
on April 5, Union lost 10-4 to 
visiting Trinity Christian — 
the fifth-ranked team in Class 
4A.

The Tigers recognized 
seniors Androlevich, Howard, 
Kish and Waters prior to the 
game. Unfortunately, they 
would lose Waters (first 
baseman/pitcher) to a broken 
bone in her forearm, when she 
was hit by a pitch in her first 
at-bat.

Hamilton (who went 2-for-
4), Clark, Cohen, and Reah 
Jones each had an RBI, 
with Clark hitting a double. 
Howard hit a double and went 
2-for-4.

On April 9, host Hilliard 
hit a two-run double in the 
bottom of the seventh in 
handing Union a 4-3 district 
loss.

It was the first district loss 
for the Tigers since Feb. 18, 
2016.

Cohen, Hamilton and 
Angela Shope each had an 
RBI, with Hamilton going 
2-for-4. Shope’s one hit was a 
double.

Howard went 2-for-4 
with a double and a triple, 
while Spratlin went 2-for-3. 
Androlevich hit a double.

Androlevich earned the loss 
in the circle despite giving up 
just one walk and striking out 
eight.

Keystone outlasts Santa 
Fe in 1-0 thriller
Softball team ends season with 12-0 district 
record

BY BRANDON LUDWIG
Monitor correspondent

This past Thursday, the 
Keystone Heights High 
School softball team traveled 
to Alachua to face fellow 
district powerhouse Santa 
Fe in a game that had big 
implications for the Raiders. 

Hot on a five-game winning 
streak, the home team 
looked to take advantage 
of an opportunity over the 
stumbling Indians, who had 
started off the season strong, 
but encountered midseason 
struggles, losing three of their 
last five games.

Keystone wasn’t deterred. 
Behind a strong performance 
from pitcher Megan Moncrief, 
and a strong defense with 
big plays made by Savannah 
Channell, Cami Worley, and 
Ashton Ludwig, the game 
remained 0-0 until reaching 
the top of the sixth inning.

Lexi Northway singled for 
the Indians on a ground ball 
to the Raiders’ shortstop and 
stole both second and third 
base while Bailey Story was 
at bat. Story sealed the deal 
for the Indians, with a hard-
hit single to bring Northway 
across the plate for the only 
run of the game.

It wasn’t all fun and games 
from there, however, for 
Keystone; in the bottom of 
the sixth, Santa Fe’s Annalyn 

Burnham sent a hit into left 
field for another single, giving 
the Raiders a chance to tie the 
game. 

However, in an incredible 
play that sent the entire crowd 
into an uproar, left fielder 
Lexi Northway made a diving 
catch, that sent her rolling, 
only for her to put her glove 
up just a moment later still 
holding the ball.

That play, which ended the 
sixth inning, would be the 
turning point, and Keystone 
would go on to defeat Santa 
Fe 1-0. 

With this win, the Indians 
finished their district schedule 
with a perfect 12-0 record, 
and an overall tally of 15-7.

This past Monday, the 
Indians traveled to Gainesville 
to face the Hurricanes, and 
returned home for Senior 
Night against the Clay High 
Blue Devils (both scores 
unavailable by press time). 
They’ll travel to Trenton this 
Thursday night to wrap up the 
regular season.

Next week, the Indians will 
head to the District Playoffs, 
which are hosted in Keystone 
Heights again this year. Two 
games will be held each 
day from Monday through 
Wednesday, with the District 
Championship game on 
Thursday night, April 26th, at 
7 p.m.

—Personette 3.87; and discus — 
Roseke 19.26.
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