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YOUR FORECAST: Highs will be in the 80s today, but 
the weekend cools off Saturday with temperatures 
around 75 and Sunday in the mid 60s. Rain chances 
are 40 percent on Saturday.
SPRING FESTIVAL: Celebrate the arrival of 
spring from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday in 
Mount Dora with nearly 300 artists and crafters, live 

entertainment, beer, food, wine tasting and a free 
kids’ zone.
BARBECUE AND BLUES: Barbecue teams compete 
for the best ribs, pork, brisket and chicken and offer 
up unlimited samples at Leesburg’s Barbecue and 
Blues from 4 to 9 p.m. Saturday in Towne Square. 
Admission for adults is $10, $5 for kids 10 and under.

WEEKEND GLANCE

By Payne Ray
pray@dailycommercial.com

LEESBURG — Leesburg’s 
infamous teen car thief was 
arrested again Wednesday, 
but this time for allegedly 
menacing his sister with a 
gun.

Jakiel Monroe, 14, was 
arrested by Leesburg police 

for allegedly 
p o i n t i n g  a 
l o a d e d  g u n 
at his sister 
d u r i n g  a n 
argument.

Their 
father,  who 
lives in Wild-

wood, heard about it a few 
days later, and after learning 
it went unreported he called 
Leesburg police, who visited 
the family’s Leesburg resi-
dence. Jakiel was not home at 
the time.

Officers interviewed the 
sister, who told them she 
didn’t fear for her life and 
wasn't even sure the gun was 
real. When their mother got 
home, she apparently tried 
to stop the girl from filing an 
official statement, but then 
relented after speaking with 
officers.

In the end, it would be 

Infamous 
teen car 
thief faces 
gun charge

By Jim Turner 
News Service Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Largely 
appointed by former Gov. 
Rick Scott and Republican 
legislative leaders, a state 
commission placed seven 
constitutional amendments 

on the November ballot that 
were approved by voters.

But the commission could 
become a thing of the past 
after stirring a controversy 
with many of its proposals.

The House State Affairs 
Committee on Thursday 
approved a measure (HJR 

249) that would ask voters 
to abolish the Constitu-
tion Revision Commission, 
which has unique powers to 
put proposed constitutional 
amendments on the ballot.

The 37-member commis-
sion — which meets every 20 
years — created controversy 

because five of the seven 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d -
ments it placed on the ballot 
included multiple subjects. 
For example, one proposal 
included a ban on offshore oil 
drilling and a ban on vaping 

Lawmakers back removal 
of constitution panel

By Mary Clare Jalonick
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House 
voted unanimously Thursday 
for a resolution calling for any 
final report in special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s Russia inves-
tigation to be made public, a 
symbolic action designed to 

pressure Attor-
ney General 
William Barr 
into releasing as 
much informa-
tion as possible 
when the probe 
is concluded.

The Democratic-backed res-
olution, which passed 420-0, 

comes as Mueller is nearing an 
end to his investigation. Law-
makers in both parties have 
maintained there will have to 
be some sort of public resolu-
tion when the report is done 
— and privately hope that a 
report shows conclusions that 
are favorable to their own side.

Four Republicans voted 

present: Michigan Rep. Justin 
Amash, Florida Rep. Matt Gaetz, 
Arizona Rep. Paul Gosar and 
Kentucky Rep. Thomas Massie.

The nonbinding resolution 
calls for the public release of any 
report Mueller provides to Barr, 
with an exception for classi-
fied material. The resolution 
also calls for the full report to be 

released to Congress.
“This resolution is critical 

because of the many questions 
and criticisms of the investi-
gation raised by the president 
and his administration,” said 
House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Jerrold Nadler. 

In 420-0 vote, House says Mueller report should be public

By Alan Fram, Lisa Mas-
caro and Catherine Lucey 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Republican-run Senate 
firmly rejected President 

Donald Trump's declara-
tion of a national emergency 
at the southwest border on 
Thursday, setting up a veto 
fight and dealing him a con-
spicuous rebuke as he tested 
how boldly he could ignore 
Congress in pursuit of his 
highest-profile goal.

The Senate voted 59-41 
to cancel Trump's Feb-
ruary proclamation of a 

border emergency, which he 
invoked to spend $3.6 billion 
more for border barriers than 
Congress had approved. 
Twelve Republicans joined 
Democrats in defying Trump 
in a showdown many GOP 
senators had hoped to avoid 
because he commands die-
hard loyalty from millions 
of conservative voters who 
could punish defecting 

lawmakers in next year's 
elections.

With the Democratic-
controlled House's approval 
of the same resolution last 
month, Senate passage 
sends it to Trump. He has 
shown no reluctance to cast-
ing his first veto to advance 
his campaign exhortation, 

Border emergency rejected

Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., tells reporters that he will vote for a resolution to annul President Donald Trump’s declaration of a national 
emergency at the southwest border, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday. [J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP PHOTO]

Many Republicans 
defect in Senate 
vote over president’s 
emergency declaration
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Wednesday, March 13
Powerball: 18-36-45-47-69-14-x3
Lotto: 5-23-24-26-29-51-x2
Fantasy 5: 14-25-26-27-36
 
Thursday, March 14
Pick 5
Afternoon: 7-0-6-1-9
Pick 4
Afternoon: 5-6-2-1
Pick 3
Afternoon: 9-3-3
Pick 2
Afternoon: 2-4

L O T T E R Y

NEW YORK

JEFFERSON CITY, MO.
Missouri considers making 
impeachment more diffi cult

The Missouri Senate is 
backing an effort that could 
make it harder to impeach and 
oust top officials, less than a 
year after the state’s governor 
resigned while facing potential 
impeachment.

Senators behind the pro-
posal say it isn’t motivated 
by the case against former 
Republican Gov. Eric Greitens. 
But had the measure been in 
place last year, House mem-
bers likely would have been 
unable to pursue impeach-
ment of Greitens.

The proposal would delete 
the current eight grounds for 
impeachment — including two 
of the causes against Greitens, 
“misconduct” and “moral tur-
pitude” — and instead limit 
impeachment to “corruption 
or crime in office.”

BRUSSELS
Donors pledge $7 billions in 
aid for Syria, refugees

International donors have 
pledged around $7 billion in aid 
for Syria and Syrian refugees 
who fled the conflict-ravaged 
country, the European Union 
announced Thursday, as the 
war enters its ninth year.

But it was unclear how or 
when the money would be 
made available to those in need.

 EU Humanitarian Aid Com-
missioner Christos Stylianides 
said the donors made a “collec-
tive pledge of almost $7 billion” 
for 2019, short of the $8 billion 
that the United Nations had 
hoped to raise for humanitarian 
aid inside Syria and for refugees 
living in difficult conditions in 
neighboring Jordan, Lebanon, 
Turkey and Iraq, as well as 
Egypt.

NEW DELHI
Pedestrian bridge collapses in 
Mumbai; 5 killed, 36 hurt

A pedestrian bridge con-
necting a train station with a 
road collapsed in Mumbai on 
Thursday, killing at least five 
people and injuring more than 
30, police said.

Police officer Praveen Satpal 
said 36 injured people were 
hospitalized, some in serious 
condition. Some motorists 
who were driving under the 
bridge when it collapsed were 
among the injured, the Press 
Trust of India news agency 
reported.

 An audit of the bridge’s 
safety was carried out last 
year, said Maharashtra state 
Education Minister Vinod 
Tawde. He told reporters 
that some minor damage was 
detected and had not been 
repaired before the collapse 
of the bridge.

The Associated Press

James Cole, a lawyer for the Chinese electronics giant Huawei, 
leaves federal court Thursday in New York. Huawei pleaded not 
guilty on Thursday to charges accusing it of plotting to violate 
Iran trade sanctions, a case that has complicated the China-U.S. 
trade dispute. Thursday’s plea came two weeks after Huawei 
pleaded not guilty to separate federal charges fi led in Seattle 
accusing the company of stealing technology from T-Mobile. [AP]

NEW YORK

In this Oct. 18 photo, Summer Zervos leaves New York state 
appellate court in New York. Zervos, a former contestant on “The 
Apprentice” who accused President Donald Trump of unwanted 
kissing and groping, can move forward with her defamation 
lawsuit against him, a state appeals court ruled Thursday. A panel 
of judges said that the Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution 
doesn’t require trials in state court to be delayed until the 
president is out of offi ce. [AP]

Former Texas rep. 
attempting to score 
with bipartisan appeal

By Will Weissert
The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Former 
Texas Democratic Rep. Beto 
O’Rourke jumped into the 
2020 presidential race Thurs-
day, shaking up the already 
packed field and pledging to 
win over voters from both 
major parties as he tries to 
translate his political celeb-
rity into a formidable White 
House bid.

After months of ignor-
ing states that vote early in 
the presidential nominating 
process, O’Rourke made his 
first-ever trip to Iowa — pop-
ping into a coffee shop in the 
town of Keokuk while many 
cable networks went live. He 
took questions about every-
thing from his support of 
federal legalization of mari-
juana to abortion rights to the 
possibility of a universal basic 
income — all while waving his 
arms and gesticulating.

It was the kind of high-
energy, off-the-cuff style 
that made him a sensation in 
Texas, but O’Rourke also was 
clear that he doesn’t believe in 
strict immigration policies — 
drawing a policy distinction 
that could allow him to clash 
with President Donald Trump 
on the issue.

Trump, for his part, took 
note of O’Rourke’s energetic 
gesticulation, on display as 
several cable TV networks 
aired O’Rourke’s comments.

“Well, I think he’s got a lot 
of hand movement,” Trump 
told reporters in the Oval 
Office. He added: “Is he crazy 
or is that just how he acts?”

Until he challenged Repub-
lican Sen. Ted Cruz last year, 
O’Rourke was little known 
outside his hometown of El 
Paso. But the Spanish-speak-
ing 46-year-old former punk 
rocker used grassroots orga-
nizing and social media savvy 
to mobilize young voters and 
minorities and get within 3 
percentage points of winning 
in the nation’s largest red 
state.

“This is going to be a positive 
campaign that seeks to bring 

out the very best from every 
single one of us,” O’Rourke 
said in a video announcement 
before dawn Thursday, with 
his wife on a couch. “We saw 
the power of this in Texas.”

Weeks of gleefully teasing 
an announcement are behind 
him, but O’Rourke now must 
prove whether his unique 
campaign style will resonate 
on a much larger stage than 
Texas. For all the buzz asso-
ciated with his candidacy, the 
former three-term congress-
man hasn’t demonstrated 
much skill in domestic or for-
eign policy. And, as a white 
man, he’s entering a field that 
has been celebrated for its 
diverse roster of women and 
people of color.

California Sen. Kamala 
Harris singled him out by 
name in an email to support-
ers, noting that a “record 
number of women and people 
of color” are running and 
adding she was looking for-
ward to “substantive debates” 
with candidates including “the 
newest to join the race today, 
Beto O’Rourke.”

In Iowa, O’Rourke said, “I 
could care less about your 
party persuasion, your reli-
gion, anything other than the 

fact that, right now, we are 
all Americans.” O’Rourke’s 
record in Congress has drawn 
criticism from some on the 
left for being too moderate, 
but he spoke at length about 
combating climate change 
and supporting the Green New 
Deal on Thursday.

O’Rourke has promised to 
travel the country listening 
to voters, then will return to 
El Paso, on the border with 
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, on 
March 30 for an official cam-
paign kickoff.

The sports and entertain-
ment world already had its 
eye on O’Rourke during 
the Senate campaign: NBA 
star LeBron James wore an 
O’Rourke hat after video of 
the Texan defending NFL 
players’ right to protest 
during the national anthem 
went viral this summer. 
Beyonce, a Houston native, 
endorsed O’Rourke.

Trademark, black-and-
white “Beto for Senate” yard 
signs became staples in places 
like New York and Los Ange-
les — with some supporters 
now converting them to read 
“Beto for President 2020.” 
And he was the only presi-
dential prospect interviewed 

by Oprah Winfrey, who 
appeared genuinely excited 
last month about the prospect 
of an O’Rourke White House 
run.

Should he parlay a 2018 
Senate defeat into a suc-
cessful 2020 White House 
campaign, O’Rourke would 
be the first U.S. politician to 
do so since Abraham Lincoln 
lost his Senate bid to Stephen 
Douglas in Illinois in 1858, 
then was elected president 
two years later.

Democrats have long 
dreamed that a booming His-
panic population and droves 
of Americans moving to 
Texas from elsewhere could 
turn the nation’s largest red 
state blue and transform the 
Electoral College by making 
the Republican path to the 
presidency all but impossible. 
Another Texas Democrat, 
former Obama administra-
tion housing chief Julian 
Castro, was already running.

O’Rourke visited all 254 of 
Texas’ counties while running 
for Senate. It’s a strategy that 
could serve him well in Iowa, 
where Cruz campaigned in all 
99 counties before winning 
its caucus during the 2016 
GOP presidential primary.

O’Rourke enters 2020 fi eld

Former Democratic Texas congressman Beto O’Rourke formally announced Thursday that he’ll seek the 
2020 Democratic presidential nomination, ending months of intense speculation over whether he’d try to 
translate his newfound political celebrity into a White House bid. [KATHY WILLENS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

I N  B R I E F
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EUSTIS 
Funeral set for Commissioner 
Gnann-Thompson

Funeral arrangements have 
been announced for longtime 
Lake County educator and 
Eustis City Commissioner Carla 
Gnann-Thompson, 64, of Eustis, 
who died Wednesday.

Gnann-Thompson’s family 
will receive friends from 5 to 7 
p.m. Saturday at the Harden-
Pauli Funeral Home Chapel. 
Funeral services will be at 3 p.m. 
Sunday at LifePointe Church, 
3551 E. Orange Avenue in Eustis. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Amazing Race for 
Charity, 632 S. Bay St, Eustis, FL 
32726. Gnann-Thompson vol-
unteered for this annual event, 
which supports more than a 
dozen local charities.

An online guestbook is avail-
able at www.hardenpauli.com.

FORT LAUDERDALE
Surgeon denies posting patient 
genitalia 
on social media

A prominent gender-reas-
signment surgeon has resigned 
from a Florida hospital after 
being accused of posting photos 
of patients’ genitalia along with 
racist and homophobic com-
ments on his Instagram account. 
He denies making the posts, 
saying his account was hacked.

Dr. Christopher Salgado also 
told The Associated Press on 
Thursday that he planned to 
continue his efforts to support 
transgender people.

The accusation surfaced in an 
anonymous petition filed with 
the American College of Sur-
geons, accusing the surgeon of 
posting graphic photos of male 
and female genitalia in various 
stages of surgery on his personal 
Instagram account @sexsur-
geon. The account has since been 
deleted.

The petitioner said the com-
ments were “horrifically 
inappropriate,” and harmful to 
an already vulnerable population. 

PANAMA CITY
Man accused of marriage 
and visa fraud

A 47-year-old Indian foreign 
national who lives in Florida has 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to 
commit marriage and visa fraud 
and conspiracy to commit money 
laundering.

U.S. Attorney Lawrence Keefe 
said in a news release Thursday 
that Ravi Babu Kolla is being 
detained and a hearing has been 
set for May 22.

Keefe also announced that 
Kolla’s co-defendant 40-year-
old Krystal Cloud was sentenced 
Tuesday to 24 months in prison 
for marriage and visa fraud after 
pleading guilty in December. He 
said Cloud is a U.S. citizen who 
participated in a business with 
Kolla.

Kolla faces a maximum of five 
years in prison on marriage and 
fraud charges and 20 years for 
money laundering.

ASTOR 
Pair charged with 
pummeling woman

A man and woman from Astor 
were arrested Wednesday for 
attacking a passenger in their 
car, rendering her unable to tell 
her side of the story, police say.

James Stokes, 31, and Ruth 
Gill, 53, were charged with 
battery for allegedly slapping 
a woman in the rear passenger 
seat of their car multiple times.

When a deputy arrived at a 
residence on 23859 Hare Lane, 
Gill and Stokes accused the 
victim of attacking them first, 
saying she was out of control 
and using methamphetamine. 
Stokes even offered the deputy 
a video from his phone as 
evidence.

The only problem is, the video 
did the opposite. It reportedly 
showed that the victim did bite 
Gill, but only after Gill went on 
the attack. It also apparently 
showed Stokes join in pummel-
ing the woman. Two witnesses 
confirmed Stokes and Gill were 
the aggressors.

The report said the victim 
was found in an “infantile” 
state on the ground next to the 
car, and was unable to answer 
questions.

By Payne Ray
pray@dailycommercial.com

EUSTIS — Eustis Police 
a r r e s t e d  a  E u s t i s  m a n 
W e d n e s d a y  f o r  a l l e g -
e d l y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o 
strangle to death his preg-
nant stepmother.

Ian Magnus Anselmo, 20, 
was charged with second-
degree attempted murder 

and aggra-
vated assault 
on a victim 
he knew to 
be pregnant.

According 
to an arrest 
affidavit, 

Anselmo called the police 
around 4:08 p.m. to report 
that he had killed his step-
mother, Sue-Ellen Kathleen 

Anselmo.
“I killed my mom, she’s 

dead,” Anselmo allegedly 
told the operator. “I stran-
gled her.”

The operator said it was 
difficult to understand 
Anselmo over the phone but 
that he mentioned being in 
an argument with her before 
strangling her.

When officers arrived 

on the scene they found 
Anselmo in a parked car with 
his stepmother, who had a 
cord wrapped around her 
neck and was bleeding from 
the nose and mouth. Offi-
cers at the scene noted that 
Anselmo’s hands and clothes 
were covered in blood.

Anselmo told officers 

WOMAN STRANGLED 
AT EUSTIS CEMETERY

Anselmo

By Ana Ceballos 
News Service Florida

The Florida House’s top investi-
gative committee adopted a series 
of recommendations on Thursday 
that would reform spending prac-
tices in the state university system 
after finding University of Central 
Florida officials ignored state rules 
when misspending $85 million in 
state funds.

Seeking to address a systematic 
problem, the House Public Integ-
rity and Ethics Committee wants 
more training for university trust-
ees and is recommending changes 
to practices and rules of the Board 
of Governors, which oversees the 
state university system.

“The personalities and relation-
ships overtook checks and balances 
and controls and I think that was 
part of the problem that led to 
the issue here today,” Committee 
Chair Tom Leek, R-Ormond Beach, 
said.

The House panel also called on 
the BOG to further investigate 
complaints of “waste, fraud and 
mismanagement” at universities. 
The committee now is turning its 
focus to the University of South 
Florida, which last year self-
reported misusing $6.4 million on 
construction project.

“An investigation in the size and 
scope of what had to take place 
with UCF took all of our personnel 
time and bandwidth, so now with 
the end of this chapter we can turn 
to some of the other things we need 
to look at,” Leek said.

For now, the only set of rec-
ommendations pushed by the 
committee is in relation to UCF’s 
problems, which stem from the 
misuse of $38 million in leftover 
operating money, which cannot 
be spent on construction, to build 
Trevor Colbourn Hall.

The misappropriation of funds 
quickly snowballed, leading to the 
resignation of university leaders, 
including President Dale Whit-
taker. Whittaker, who had served 
as UCF’s provost and executive 
vice president before becoming 

House panel 
calls for stricter 
scrutiny in wake 
of UCF scandal

By Cindy Sharp 
Correspondent

LEESBURG — The 
community got a sneak 
peek at the new Mojo 
Grill  at the official 
ribbon cutting cere-
mony on Thursday. The 
former Chili’s building 
underwent a major face-
lift to reflect the new 
restaurant’s wacky, fun 
and unique style.

One of the unique 
pieces is located in the 
entrance. As you look 
up, an upside-down 
stage hangs from the 
ceiling. This is a signa-
ture piece in every Mojo 
Grill, but they decided 
to add Elvis to the Lees-
burg location.

“It’s one of those 
foundational pieces 
that makes it different,” 
owner Rondo Fernandez 
said. “Overall, we are 
really happy with how 

A sneak peek

Mojo Grill in Leesburg opens for tours, 
samples at offi  cial ribbon cutting

People cheer at The Mojo Grill ribbon cutting in Leesburg. [CINDY SHARP/CORRESPONDENT]

People tour the newly renovated building at The Mojo 
Grill in Leesburg. [PHOTOS BY CINDY SHARP/CORRESPONDENT]

Staff Report

L E E S B U R G  —  M a m -
mograms just got more 
comfortable at Leesburg 
Regional Medical Center.

GE Healthcare has collab-
orated with the hospital to 
bring new 3-D mammogra-
phy technology to patients. 
The Senographe Pristina, a 
new image detector, offers 
an exam with greater com-
fort and less pain, hospital 
officials say.

“The Senographe Pristina 
offers patients a reinvented 
mammogram experience,” 
said Leesburg Region-
al’s lead mammographer, 
Eileen Jones, in a press 
release. “The equipment 

combines comfort with the 
best imaging technology 
to deliver precise diag-
noses. GE designed it to 
alleviate the stress and ten-
sion often associated with 
mammography.”

The Senographe Pristina 
technology includes a hand-
held remote which allows 
patients to play an active 
role in determining their 
level of breast compression.

The image detector is 
designed with rounded cor-
ners to help reduce patient 
discomfort under the arms. 
It also comes equipped with 
armrests in place of conven-
tional handgrips, which may 

LRMC gets new breast cancer technology
The 
Senographe 
Pristina, a new 
image detector 
at Leesburg 
Regional 
Medical Center, 
offers a breast 
exam with 
greater comfort 
and less pain. 
[SUBMITTED]
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Funeral Services

 Michael Shawn Wood, 
49, of Oxford passed 
away on Monday, 
March 11, 2019.  Born in 
Leesburg, he graduated 
from Leesburg High 
School where he excelled 
playing high school 
baseball and football and 
also played football at 
Middle Tennessee State.  
He drove tour buses for 
entertainers for several 
years and later worked 
for and retired from The 
Villages Fire Department 
after 13 years.  He 
enjoyed hunting, golf 
and music.  Michael 
had recently earned 
his real estate license 
and was preparing to 
start a second career. 
Michael is survived by his 
children: Austin M. Wood 
of Gainesville  (mother: 
Susan Andrews); Beckam 
W. Wood and Kennedy 

A. Wood both of Oxford 
(mother: Jenna Wood); 
brother, Christopher 
(Monica) Johnson of 
Tampa; nephew, Caden 
Johnson; step father, 
Stephen (Jayne) Johnson 
of The Villages; uncle 
and aunt, Andy & Dee 
Dee Carlton of Lecanto. 
Michael was predeceased 
by his mother, Ann 
Carlton Johnson. A 
Celebration of Life will be 
held on Sunday, March 
17, 2019 at 4:00 PM at 
The Leesburg Boat Club. 
Online condolences 
may be left at www.
beyersfuneralhome.com  
Arrangements entrusted 
to Beyers Funeral Home 
and Crematory, Leesburg, 
FL.  

Michael Shawn Wood

 A memorial service for 
Susan Blanton will be 
held on Saturday, March 
16, at 1 p.m. at Beyers 

Funeral Home, located 
at 1123 W. Main Street, 
Leesburg.
   

Susan Blanton

Memorial Services Guys look around the entrance of The Mojo Grill at the ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday. [CINDY SHARP/

CORRESPONDENT]

everything turned out.”

Guests can look for-
ward to a large menu that 
will include their signa-
ture wings and Cuban 
pulled pork.

However, Fernandez 
said their food isn’t the 

only thing that will make 
an impact. They plan on 
being a community-ori-
ented establishment.

“Part of who we are is 
making an impact on the 
community we are in,” 

Fernandez said. “We 
want to be a part of the 
family.”

The restaurant is set to 
open by March 25.

MOJO
From Page A3

Sue-Ellen wasn’t breath-
ing and didn’t have a 
pulse, but medical staff at 
AdventHealth Waterman 

were able to get a pulse.
Anselmo reportedly 

muttered that his dad 
would be upset with him.

After he was taken to 
the Eustis Police Depart-
ment, he complained of 
a panic attack and was 
taken to Waterman for 

evaluation.
Investigators learned 

at the hospital that Sue-
Ellen was six  weeks 
pregnant, a fact known 
to her entire family, 
Anselmo included.

Eustis Police are still 
investigating the incident.

ANSELMO
From Page A3

president July 1, said 
he would step down in 
part to repair the rift 
between the school and 

the Legislature.
Thad Seymour, the 

university’s interim presi-
dent, promised to use the 
financial scandal as an 
opportunity to do better. 
“I promise we will make 
things right and we will 
make you proud,” he said.

C o m m i t t e e  m e m -
bers also heard from Lee 
Kernek, who played a key 
role in the panel’s probe 
of UCF.

Kernek, the university’s 
associate vice president 
for facilities and safety, 
said she is one of four UCF 
employees who were tar-
geted to be fired after she 
reported what she consid-
ered wrongdoing.

“I was targeted because 
I did report things that I 
knew were suspected or 
wrong, not because I was 
responsible for the mis-
spending or for failing to 
report the misspending 
of funds,” Kernek told the 
panel Thursday.

W h e n  a s k e d  i f  h e 
would reinstate Kernek, 

Seymour sidestepped the 
question, saying only that 
a decision would be made 
“in the near future.”

State Rep. Cord Byrd, 
R-Neptune Beach, said he 
wants the House to delve 
into how state lawmakers 
can better help whistle-
blowers come forward.

“Just want to let anyone 
out there know that the 
Public Integrity & Ethics 
Committee is open for 
business and we will help 
in any way we can,” he 
said.

Kernek testified on 
Thursday that she had to 
learn how to do her job 
while on the job, because 
neither the university nor 
the Board of Governors 
provided training manuals 

about spending rules.
She also asked House 

investigators to scrutinize 
the external investiga-
tion UCF conducted last 
September through the 
Atlanta-based Bryan Cave 
Leighton Paisner law firm, 
which she said protected 
university leaders.

“The House report 
needs to call into question 
the Bryan Cave report, 
which white-washed the 
roles of the leadership 
who made the decisions 
and covered up their 
actions,” Kernek said.

The committee’s rec-
ommendations, which 
do not address the law 
firm’s investigation, are 
focused on ways to pre-
vent systematic problems 

in the university system, 
according to Leek. The 
suggestions are “not 
unnecessarily harsh or 
inappropriately lenient,” 
he added.

If the Legislature does 
not approve those rec-
ommendations this year, 
Leek said he believes the 
public exposure to the 
issue will likely push the 
Board of Governors and 
other universities’ boards 
of trustees to take correc-
tive action on their own.

“I want to close the book 
on this unfortunate chap-
ter of UCF’s history and I 
look forward to turning 
our attention to improv-
ing the state university 
system for students and 
for the staff,” Leek said.

SCANDAL
From Page A3

cause tensing of the pec-
toral muscles. This tensing 
can make it hard to prop-
erly position the tissue.

Improper positioning 
has been found to be the 
cause of poor image qual-
ity that can then require 
a rescan. The new image 

detector allows patients 
to experience a more com-
fortable exam while still 
producing high-quality 
images.

L e e s b u r g  R e g i o n a l 
Medical Center offers 
screening and diagnostic 
mammograms, as well as 
bone densitometry and 
body composition testing 
in its Women’s Imaging 
Suite.

“Our Women’s Imaging 

Suite continues to set 
the standard in breast 
health,” Jones said. “We 
have outstanding physi-
cians and support staff, 
years of expertise, a top-
quality facility, expedited 
results, and now the most 
advanced technology in 
mammography available.”

To schedule a mammo-
gram at Leesburg Regional 
Medical Center, call (352) 
751-8888.

TECH
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By Sudhin Thanawala 
and Michael Melia
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — In 
the first lawsuit to come 
out of the college bribery 
scandal, several students 
are suing Yale, George-
town, Stanford and other 
schools involved in the 
case, saying they and 
others were denied a fair 
shot at admission.

The plaintiffs brought 
the class-action complaint 
Wednesday in federal court 
in San Francisco on behalf 
of themselves and other 
applicants and asked for 
unspecified damages.

They argued that appli-
cants who played by the 
rules were victimized when 
rich and famous parents 
paid bribes that enabled 
unqualified students to 
get into highly selective 
universities.

“Each of the universities 
took the students’ admis-
sion application fees while 
failing to take adequate 
steps to ensure that their 
admissions process was fair 
and free of fraud, bribery, 
cheating and dishonesty,” 
the lawsuit said.

Legal experts, though, 
said the students could 
have difficulty holding the 
colleges responsible.

The scandal erupted 
on Tuesday when federal 
prosecutors announced 
charges against 50 people, 
including coaches and 
dozens of parents, among 
them TV actresses Felic-
ity Huffman and Lori 
Loughlin. Prosecutors 
said parents paid to rig 
standardized exams and 
bribed coaches to get 
their children designated 
as recruited athletes in 
sports they didn’t even 
play, thereby boosting their 

chances of getting in.
The colleges have cast 

themselves as victims 
and have moved to dis-
tance themselves from the 
coaches, firing or suspend-
ing them.

The investigation began 
with a tip from an execu-
tive under suspicion in 
a securities fraud probe, 
according to a law enforce-
ment official who was not 
authorized to discuss the 
case and spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The executive told 
Boston authorities that 
the women’s soccer coach 
at Yale offered to label 
the executive’s daugh-
ter a recruited athlete in 
exchange for cash, the offi-
cial said.

Among other develop-
ments Thursday:

• The Hallmark Chan-
nel cut ties with Loughlin, 
a longtime star of its 

feel-good movies.
• Cosmetics company 

Sephora dropped Lough-
lin’s daughter Olivia Jade 
Giannulli, a 19-year-old 
social media star who fre-
quently pushes products 
online.

• Golfer Phil Mick-
e l s o n  s a i d  h e  u s e d 
the college consult-
ing company accused of 
orchestrating the scheme, 
but emphasized his family 
was not involved in any 
fraud. One of his daughters 
is a sophomore at Brown 
University. Brown said it 
has found no evidence of 
fraud among its athletes.

The class-action com-
plaint was brought initially 
by Erica Olsen and Kalea 
Woods, now students at 
Stanford. It was revised 
Thursday to remove Olsen 
and add three new plain-
tiffs, students at Tulane, 
Rutgers and an unnamed 

community college.
One of the institutions 

being sued, the University 
of Texas at Austin, issued a 
statement saying that it is 
“outraged” over the brib-
ery scheme and that any 
wrongdoing at the school 
does not reflect its admis-
sions practices and was 
carried out by “one UT 
employee.”

Other schools named 
in the lawsuit were the 
University of Southern 
California, the University 
of California at Los Ange-
les, Wake Forest University 
and the University of San 
Diego.

The students in the law-
suit could have a difficult 
time tying the schools to 
the fraud in the absence of 
further evidence, said Joy 
Blanchard, a professor at 
Louisiana State University 
who focuses on higher edu-
cation law.

“They won’t be able to 
prove that the universities 
were behind some grand 
scheme,” she said.

Kyle McEntee, an attor-
ney who has pushed for 
reforms in law school edu-
cation, said the lawsuit 
“reeks of opportunism.”

“It’s tough to see these 
succeeding,” he said.

Legal experts said the 
plaintiffs at highly selective 
Stanford would have had an 
especially hard time show-
ing they suffered any harm, 
since they still got into an 
elite institution. Messages 
seeking comment from 
Olsen and Woods were not 
immediately returned.

Among other claims, 
the lawsuit said that the 
universities should have 
discovered the bribes and 
that their failure to do so 
through audits or other 
practices reflects “an unfair 
business practice.”

Students sue colleges in admissions scandal
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“Build the Wall,” which 
has prompted roars at 
countless Trump rallies. 
Approval votes in both the 
Senate and House fell short 
of the two-thirds majori-
ties that would be needed 
for an override to succeed.

“ V E T O ! ”  T r u m p 
tweeted minutes after the 
vote.

Trump has long been 
c o m f o r t a b l e  v e t o i n g 
the measure because he 
thinks it will endear him 
to his political base, said 
a White House official, 
commenting anonymously 
because the official wasn’t 

authorized to discuss the 
matter publicly.

Though Trump seems 
sure to prevail in that 

battle, it remains note-
worthy that lawmakers of 
both parties resisted him in 
a fight directly tied to his 

cherished campaign theme 
of erecting a border wall. 
The roll call came just a day 
after the Senate took a step 
toward a veto fight with 
Trump on another issue, 
voting to end U.S. support 
for the Saudi Arabian-led 
coalition’s war in Yemen.

In a measure of how 
remarkable the confron-
tation was, Thursday was 
the first time Congress has 
voted to block a presiden-
tial emergency since the 
National Emergency Act 
became law in 1976.

Even before Thursday’s 
vote, there were warnings 
that GOP senators resisting 
Trump could face political 
consequences. A White 
House official said Trump 
won’t forget when sena-
tors who oppose him want 

him to attend fundraisers 
or provide other help. The 
official spoke on condition 
of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to 
speak publicly on internal 
deliberations.

At the White House, 
Trump did not answer 
when reporters asked if 
there would be conse-
quences for Republicans 
who voted against him.

“I’m sure he will not 
be happy with my vote,” 
said moderate Sen. Susan 
Collins of Maine, a GOP 
defector who faces re-
election next year in a 
state that reveres inde-
pendent streaks in its 
politicians. “But I’m a 
United State senator and 
feel my job to stand up for 
the Constitution. So let 

the chips fall where they 
may.”

Underscoring the politi-
cal pressures in play, Sen. 
Thom Tillis, R-N.C., one 
of the first Republicans to 
say he’d oppose Trump’s 
border emergency, voted 
Thursday to support it.

Till is,  who faces a 
potentially difficult re-
election race next year, 
cited talks with the White 
House that suggest Trump 
could be open to restrict-
ing presidential emergency 
powers in the future. Tillis 
wrote in a Washington 
Post opinion column last 
month that there’d be “no 
intellectual honesty” in 
backing Trump after his 
repeated objections about 
executive overreach by 
President Barack Obama. 

BORDER
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Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, arrives in the Senate where 
she has said she will vote for a resolution to annul 
President Donald Trump’s declaration of a national 
emergency at the southwest border, on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Thursday. [J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP PHOTO]

Jakiel’s mother, who once 
pleaded with a court to 
offer Jakiel a lenient curfew 
after an arrest, who turned 
him in. Captain Joe Iozzi 
of the Leesburg Police 
Department said Thursday 
that she turned Jakiel over 
to them for fear he might 
end up pointing the gun at 
officers.

“We’re happy that he’s 
in custody and we’re happy 
that this is the way it hap-
pened,” Iozzi said.

Wednesday’s arrest was 
the latest in a very long line 

of arrests for the teen. Jakiel 
has achieved a degree of 
notoriety in law enforce-
ment circles for being a 
prolific car thief.

In 2016, when he was 
just 12, he was charged 
with stealing 12 cars and 
was sentenced to 11 months 
of detention. When he was 
released he reportedly told 
his mother and a juve-
nile justice official that he 
planned to return to his 
criminal ways.

True to his word, within 
days of getting out in July 
2017, he and another juve-
nile were charged with 
breaking into a garage and 
stealing a motorcycle. In 
October 2017, he was con-
victed of four new auto 

thefts and sent to juvenile 
detention for another six 
to nine months. During 
his sentencing, police 
estimated the teen was 
responsible for roughly 
one in every five car thefts 
in Leesburg.

At his sentencing, Judge 
Michal Takac encouraged 
the youngster to mend his 
ways.

“Jakiel, I can’t count on 
one hand the number of 
times someone has come 
up to me and said, ‘Judge, 
you don’t remember me 
but you sentenced me to 
a program and I’m doing 
good. I have a job, I have a 
family now.’” Takac told 
the boy. “People have been 
successful and are doing 

well. Got it?”
“Yes sir,” Jakiel replied.
Yet Iozzi said police have 

seen another uptick in 
auto thefts since the boy’s 
latest release from juvenile 
detention. He’s just glad 
officers didn’t encounter an 
armed Jakiel stealing a car.

“We prefer to do this 
the easy way,” Iozzi said. 
“Nonetheless it’s sad every 
time a juvenile is going 
through a time of life where 
they have the opportunity 
to change direction and 
they don’t take it.”

Walter Forgie of the 
State Attorney’s Office 
said it’s too early to say 
whether Jakiel will be 
tried as an adult for the gun 
incident. He said his office 

will carefully consider 
the boy’s age, number of 

crimes and the severity of 
the crime.JAKIEL

From Page A1

in workplaces; another 
linked death benefits for 
first responders with the 
creation of a governance 
system for the 28 state and 
community colleges.

Bundling such seemingly 
unrelated issues in single 
ballot proposals drew 
widespread criticism.

“Those were not revi-
sions, those were policy 
changes,” said Rep. Brad 
Drake, a Eucheeanna 
Republican who is spon-
soring the measure aimed 
at abolishing the com-
mission. “I don’t think 
that’s the intention of the 
commission.”

Drake added that with 
almost all members of the 
commission appointed 
by the governor, House 
speaker, Senate presi-
dent — all Republicans 
like Drake — and the 
chief justice of the Florida 
Supreme Court, the panel 
has become too politi-
cally “crony” and “too 
dangerous.” The attorney 
general also serves on the 
commission.

Rep. Wengay Newton, 
D-St. Petersburg, agreed 
the selection process was 
“highly political” while 
acknowledging “the party 
in power controls policy.”

Separate proposals also 
are moving through the 
Legislature that would 
require the commission’s 
proposed constitutional 
amendments to include 
only single subjects. The 
Legislature and citizens’ 
initiatives are already 
required to follow such a 
single-subject rule when 
putting proposed constitu-
tional amendments before 
voters.

“What we challenge the 
citizens to do, to go out and 
get the signatures and have 
a single subject to amend 
the Constitution is what 
we should abide by when 
we do a revision,” Newton 
said.

Drake’s proposal to 
abolish the commission, 
if approved by the Leg-
islature, would have to 
go before voters in 2020 
because it would require a 
constitutional change.

While the House com-
mittee Thursday backed 
Drake’s idea, the board 
of directors at the LeRoy 
Collins Institute, a non-
partisan think tank located 
at Florida State University, 

opposes abolishing the 
commission.

The institute supports 
the separate efforts (SJR 74, 
HJR 53) that would place a 
single-subject requirement 
on the commission.

“Clearly bundling of 
disparate issues can be a 
problem with an electorate 
that is not well informed on 
issues and with voters who 
might support one part of 
the amendment but not 

another,” institute Direc-
tor Carol Weissert said 
in a prepared statement. 
“This, however, does not 
justify abandoning a fun-
damentally good idea — the 
commission itself.”

The commission was 
created in the 1960s as the 
state modernized its 1885 
constitution.

Both proposals in the 
House — to abolish the 
commission and to limit 

amendments to single sub-
jects — must go before the 
House Judiciary Commit-
tee before they could reach 
the full House.

A Senate proposal to 
abolish the commission 
(SJR 362) must appear next 
before the Senate Rules 
Committee. The Senate 
measure seeking to impose 
a single-subject require-
ment is ready to go to the 
Senate floor.

PANEL
From Page A1
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By Elias Meseret 
and Yidnek Kirubel
The Associated Press

HEJERE, Ethiopia — 
Flight recorders from a 
doomed Ethiopian Airlines 
flight arrived in France for 
analysis Thursday as frus-
trated relatives of the 157 
people killed stormed out 
of a meeting with airline 
officials in Addis Ababa.

Sunday’s crash was 
the second fatal flight 
for a Boeing 737 Max 8 
in less than six months. 
More than 40 countries, 
including the U.S., have 
now grounded the planes 
or refused to let them into 
their airspace.

After holding out for 
several days, the U.S. 
Federal Aviation Admin-
i s t r a t i o n  i s s u e d  a n 
emergency order ground-
ing the planes Wednesday, 
saying they had new sat-
ellite data and evidence 
that showed the move-
ments of the Ethiopian 
Airlines Flight 302 were 
similar to those of Lion 
Air Flight 610. That flight 
crashed into the Java Sea 
off Indonesia in October, 
killing 189 people.

Officials at Lion Air 
have said sensors on their 
plane produced errone-
ous information on its last 
four flights, triggering an 
automatic nose-down 
command that the pilots 
were unable to overcome 
on its final voyage.

Ethiopian Airlines CEO 
Tewolde Gebremariam 
said its pilots had received 
special training on how to 
deal with that problem, 
and Boeing sent further 
instructions for pilots 
after the Lion Air crash.

Tewolde said he is con-
fident the investigation 
will reveal that the crash 
is not related to the safety 
record of Ethiopian Air-
lines, widely seen as the 

best-managed in Africa.
Firm answers about 

what caused the crash 
could take months. The 
French air accident inves-
tigation authority, known 
by its French acronym 
BEA, said Thursday it will 
handle the analysis of the 
flight recorders, often 
referred to as a plane’s 
black boxes, retrieved 
from the crash site.

The BEA has expe-
rience with global air 
crashes, and its expertise 
is often sought whenever 
an Airbus plane crashes 
because the manufac-
turer is based in France. 
A BEA official told The 
Associated Press that the 
recorders have already 
arrived in France but gave 
no time frame on how 
long the analysis could 
take.

T h e  U . S .  N a t i o n a l 
Transportation Safety 
Board said it is sending 
three investigators to 
France to help with the 
downloading an analysis 
of the flight recorders.

In Addis Ababa, about 
200 angry family mem-
bers of crash victims left 
a briefing with Ethiopian 
Airlines officials, saying 
that the carrier has not 
given them adequate 
information. Officials said 
they have opened a call-in 
center that is available 18 
hours a day to respond 
to questions, but family 
members said they are 
not getting the answers 
they need. People from 
35 countries died.

At the crash scene in 
Hejere, about 50 kilome-
ters (31 miles) from Addis 
Ababa, growing num-
bers of family members 
arrived, some wailing 
or beating their chests 
as a bulldozer navigated 
piles of debris. Blue plas-
tic sheeting covered the 
wreckage of the plane. 

Ethiopia crash black 
boxes arrive in 
France for analysis
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By Jill Lawless 
and Danica Kirka
The Associated Press

LONDON — In a stale-
mate over Brexit, British 
politicians have chosen to 
delay it.

After weeks of politi-
cal gridlock, Parliament 
voted Thursday to seek 
to postpone the country’s 
departure from the Euro-
pean Union, a move that 
will likely avert a chaotic 
withdrawal on the sched-
uled exit date of March 29.

With Brexit due in 15 
days and no divorce deal 
yet approved, the House of 
Commons voted 413-202 
to ask the bloc to put off 
Britain’s exit until at least 
June 30. The official result 
was initially announced 
as 412-202, but was later 
amended to 413 in the offi-
cial voting list.

The vote gives Prime 
Minister Theresa May 
some breathing space, 
but is still humbling for a 
leader who has spent two 
years telling Britons they 
were leaving the bloc on 
March 29.

Power to approve or 
reject the extension lies 

with the EU, which has 
signaled that it will only 
allow a delay if Britain 
either approves a divorce 
deal or makes a fundamen-
tal shift in its approach to 
Brexit. In a historic irony, 
almost three years after 
Britain voted to leave the 
EU, its future is now in the 
bloc’s hands.

May is likely to ask EU 
leaders for an extension 
at a March 21-22 summit 
of the bloc in Brussels.

The European Commis-
sion said the bloc would 
consider any request, 
“taking into account the 
reasons for and duration 
of a possible extension.”

May was forced to con-
sider a Brexit delay after 
lawmakers twice rejected 
her EU divorce deal and 
also ruled out, in principle, 
leaving the bloc without an 
agreement. Withdraw-
ing without a deal could 
mean major disruptions 
for businesses and people 
in the U.K. and the 27 
remaining countries.

By law, Britain will leave 
the EU on March 29, with 
or without a deal, unless it 
cancels Brexit or secures a 
delay.

Thursday could have 
been worse for May. 
Lawmakers rejected an 
attempt to strip her of 
control over the Brexit 
agenda. They defeated by 
the narrowest of margins 
— 314-312 — an opposition 
attempt let Parliament 
choose an alternative to 
May’s rejected divorce 
deal and force the govern-
ment to negotiate it with 
the EU.

Lawmakers also voted 
against holding a second 
Brexit referendum — at 
least for now.

By a decisive 334-85 
vote, they defeated a 
motion that called for 

another vote by the public 
on whether to stay in the 
EU or leave. Campaigners 
for a new referendum are 
divided over whether the 
time is right to push for a 
second Brexit vote. The 
vote doesn’t prevent law-
makers from trying again 
later to get Parliament’s 
s u p p o r t  f o r  a n o t h e r 
referendum.

Despite the rebuffs 
and the political chaos 
that have weakened her 
authority, May has sig-
naled she will try a third 
time to get backing for 
her agreement next week. 
She is seeking to win over 
Brexit-backing opponents 

in her own party and its 
Northern Irish politi-
cal ally, the Democratic 
Unionist Party, who fear 
the deal keeps Britain too 
closely tied to the EU.

A l a n  W a g e r ,  a 
researcher at the U.K. in 
a Changing Europe think 
tank, said May faced a 
struggle to overturn a 149-
vote margin of defeat in 
Parliament this week.

“It’s still really difficult 
to see how the numbers 
stack up for Theresa May, 
but she’s giving it one 
more go,” he said.

I f  M a y ’ s  d e a l  i s 
approved, she hopes to 
use a delay until June 30 
to enact legislation needed 
for Britain’s departure. 
She has warned Brexit 
supporters who oppose 
her deal that if no with-
drawal agreement is 
passed in the coming days, 
the only option will be to 
seek a long extension that 
could mean Brexit never 
happens.

Any delay in the Brexit 
process would require the 
unanimous approval of all 
27 remaining EU member 
states — and leaders in 
the bloc are exasperated 

at the events in London. 
They have said they will 
approve an extension if 
there is a specific reason, 
but don’t want to provide 
more time for political 
bickering in Britain.

“Under no circum-
stances an extension in 
the dark!” tweeted the 
European Parliament’s 
Brexit coordinator, Guy 
Verhofstadt. “Unless 
there is a clear majority in 
the House of Commons for 
something precise, there 
is no reason at all for the 
European Council to agree 
on a prolongation.”

Belgian Prime Minister 
Charles Michel said the EU 
needed “more decisions” 
from London.

The EU is also reluctant 
to postpone Brexit beyond 
the late May elections for 
the European Parliament, 
because that would mean 
Britain taking part even as 
it prepares to leave.

The bloc is more open 
to a long delay to allow 
Britain to radically change 
course — an idea favored 
by pro-EU British law-
makers who want to 
maintain close ties with 
the EU. 

UK lawmakers vote to seek Brexit delay

British Prime Minister Theresa May leaves the Houses of 
Parliament, Thursday in London. [VICTORIA JONES/PA VIA AP]

“It is important that 
Congress stand up for 
the principle of  full 
transparency.”

It’s unclear exactly 
what documentation will 
be produced at the end of 
the probe into possible 
coordination between 
Trump associates and 
Russia, and how much of 
that the Justice Depart-
ment will allow people to 
see. Mueller is required 
to submit a report to 
Barr, and then Barr can 
decide how much of that 
is released publicly.

B a r r  s a i d  a t  h i s 

confirmation hearing 
in January that he takes 
seriously the depart-
ment regulations that say 
Mueller’s report should 
be confidential. Those 
regulations require only 
that the report explain 
the decisions to pursue or 
to decline prosecutions, 
which could be as simple 
as a bullet point list or as 
fulsome as a report run-
ning hundreds of pages.

“I don’t know what, at 
the end of the day, what 
will be releasable. I don’t 
know what Bob Mueller is 
writing,” Barr said at the 
hearing.

The top Republican on 
the Judiciary panel, Geor-
gia Rep. Doug Collins, 
said the vote on the reso-
lution was unnecessary 

but that he would support 
it anyway. He said he has 
no reason to believe that 
Barr won’t follow the 
regulations.

But Democrats have 
said they are unsatisfied 
with Barr’s answers and 
want a stronger commit-
ment to releasing the full 
report, along with inter-
view transcripts and other 
underlying evidence.

In introducing the res-
olution, Nadler and five 
other Democratic com-
mittee chairs said “the 
public is clearly served by 
transparency with respect 
to any investigation that 
could implicate or exon-
erate the president and his 
campaign.”

Texas Rep. Will Hurd, 
a GOP member of the 

House intelligence com-
mittee, said before the 
vote that he believes the 
resolution should have 
been even broader to 
include the release of 
underlying evidence.

“I want the American 
people to know as much 
as they can and see as 
much as they can,” said 
Hurd, a former CIA offi-
cer. He added that “full 
transparency is the only 
way to prevent future 
innuendo.”

If a full report isn’t 
released, House Demo-
crats have made it clear 
they will do whatever they 
can to get hold of it. Nadler 
has said he would sub-
poena the final report and 
invite — or even subpoena 
— Mueller to talk about it.

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
has been less eager to 
push Barr on the release of 
the report, despite some 
in his caucus who have 
said they want to ensure 
transparency.

Republican Sen. Chuck 
Grassley of Iowa intro-
duced legislation with 
Democratic Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal of Connecti-
cut that would require 
Mueller  to submit  a 
detailed report to law-
makers and the public at 

the end of the investiga-
tion. But both McConnell 
and the chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, South Carolina 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
have declined to say 
whether they would sup-
port the legislation.

Graham said he agrees 
“with the concept of 
t r a n s p a r e n c y , ”  b u t 
stopped short of support-
ing Grassley’s bill, saying 
he disagrees with taking 
discretion away from the 
attorney general.

REPORT
From Page A1
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Stocks of Local Interest 

By Damian J. Troise 
and Alex Veiga
The Associated Press

U.S.  stocks indexes 
barely budged Thursday 
as the market’s three-day 
winning streak stalled.

The benchmark S&P 500 
index finished essentially 
flat as losses in commu-
nications, industrial and 
health care stocks out-
weighed gains in financial 
and technology companies. 
Several retailers and home-
builders also declined.

Reports of a criminal 
investigation into Face-
b o o k ’ s  d a t a - s h a r i n g 
practices weighed on the 
social media giant’s shares.

The market was coming 
off a solid three-day rally 
as it reclaimed some of the 
momentum it had in Janu-
ary and February.

Investors are still wait-
ing for some more news 
o n  U . S . - C h i n a  t r a d e 
negotiations before they 
feel comfortable pushing 
the market much higher. 

Media reports had stoked 
hope that a summit would 
take place this month, but 
no concrete announcement 
has been made.

Despite some softness 
over the last few weeks, 
U.S. stocks are still consid-
ered a safe haven relative 
to the rest of the world, 
said Scott Wren, senior 
global equity strategist for 
Wells Fargo Investment 
Institute.

“We’re still the lead sled 
dogs here, we’re pulling 
the global economy along,” 
he said.

Major indexes in Europe 
finished higher.

The S&P 500, Nasdaq, 
Dow and Russell 2000 are 
showing double-digit gains 
for the year so far.

Still, investors spent 
Thursday in a wait-and-
see mode, keeping a close 
watch on global trade 
issues and continuing to 
mostly brush off the chaos 
surrounding Britain’s exit 
from the European Union, 
its key trading bloc. 

Indexes end mostly lower

Company’s performance 
accounted for more 
than 15 percent of Dow’s 
increase in 2019 before 
this week’s crash

By Damian J. Troise
The Associated Press

Boeing soared early in 2019 
and lifted the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average with it. 
Now concerns about the safety 
of the newest version of its 
flagship airplane have halted 
the momentum.

Shares rose 36 percent in 
January and February thanks to 
steady orders for Boeing jetlin-
ers, including its popular 737. 
Then came Sunday’s deadly 
crash of a 737 Max 8 in Ethio-
pia, just months after the crash 
of a Lion Air Max 8 in the Java 
Sea. Now, aviation authori-
ties from the U.S. to Britain to 

China have ordered the planes 
grounded, with U.S. regula-
tors saying new information 
showed some similarities 
between the two incidents.

Boeing shares were down 
nearly 11 percent this week 
through Wednesday, and had 
lost about $26 billion in market 
value. The shares still have 
outpaced the market in 2019, 
and account for more than 15 
percent of the Dow’s increase 
so far.

The immediate question for 
Boeing investors is whether 
the grounding of the planes 
and crash investigations will 
have just a short-term effect 
on Boeing shares and finances, 
or have a longer-term impact.

“We think an investment 
in Boeing stock should take 
into account its long history 
of safe flight, a strong book of 
business and strong demand 

dynamics,” said Jim Corridore, 
an equity analyst at CFRA.

Canaccord Genuity analyst 
Ken Herbert said Boeing has 
likely been working on a soft-
ware fix for the new 737s since 
the Lion Air crash last year and 
much of the cost has already 
been factored into its guidance 
for the year. But other risks 
remain. Plane delivery delays 
are now a concern along with 
costs for compensating airlines 
for service disruptions.

“We still see some uncer-
tainty around the timing of the 
grounding and risk around the 
root cause analysis,” he said.

The Max 8 is the latest ver-
sion of the single-aisle 737, 
which is the world’s most 
common passenger jet. Boeing 
has taken orders for more than 
5,000 of the Max planes from 
scores of airlines and delivered 
376 of them.

Boeing’s stock rise 
ground to a halt
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P.O. Box 490007, Leesburg, FL 34749-0007 Email: letters@daily-
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I n his survey of America during the 1830s, French 
philosopher Alexis de Tocqueville wrote that the heart 
of American democracy was the “township” — that is, 
local government. “In the township, as well as every-

where else, the people is the only source of power; but in 
no stage of government does the body of citizens exer-
cise a more immediate influence,” Tocqueville wrote.

Can someone please teach that lesson in Tallahassee?
The Republican-led Legislature is once again 

trying to flex its muscle over local govern-
ments, stripping Floridians of their ability to have 
“immediate influence” with local officials.

Lawmakers this year are pursuing a number of 
“pre-emption” bills whereby Tallahassee decides how 
Florida counties and cities will govern themselves.

One such measure — House Bill 3, offered by 
state Rep. Michael Grant, R-Port Charlotte — has 
local governments particularly perturbed.

A House staff report notes that Grant’s bill would prohibit 
local governments from enacting or imposing new regula-
tions on businesses after July 1, 2019, unless the local govern-
ing body can publicly justify such requirements are essential 
to protect public health, safety, or welfare; that the regula-
tions do not “adversely affect the availability of the busi-
ness’ services to the public”; and that the “least restrictive 
and most cost-effective regulatory scheme is being used.”

If local governments can achieve all that, officials still 
must prepare a statement showing the estimated regu-
latory costs. At that point the regulation requires sup-
port from two-thirds of the governing body, and would 
sunset within two years of the date of adoption.

The bill exempts proposed regulations dealing with 
zoning, nuisances and alcohol or tobacco, as well as 
those that increase building costs by less than $750.

Last week Grant told the Florida Phoenix that the bill’s 
intent “is to save small business owners money.”

“When you have a series of regulations from 
one county to another that differ,” he said, 
“it increases the cost to businesses.”

Cragin Mosteller of the Florida Association of Counties told 
us the bill will affect things like retail sales, civil rights laws 
such as employment protection for the LGBT community, 
and ordinances governing strip clubs. She added that the 
association believes the bill is applicable to zoning ordinances, 
based on its reading of the language. The Florida Phoenix 
reported that coastal communities worry it will repeal or 
preclude bans on plastic straws or cups on the beaches.

Who knows where else it could lead?
This bill destroys the right of local officials to regu-

late commerce as they see fit for their constituents. 
People in Polk County, for example, may disagree 
with bans on plastic straws or local mandates on hir-
ing practices for certain minority groups. But that 
doesn’t mean Miami, Fort Myers or Orlando should be 
blocked from enacting such rules if they want them.

The authority of local governments is not sacro-
sanct. On some issues, the Legislature must step in 
and overrule. But Grant’s bill is too much, too control-
ling and goes too far. Lawmakers ought to reject it.

The Ledger (Lakeland)

A N O T H E R  O P I N I O N

Legislature 
reaches too far 
down, again

A N O T H E R  O P I N I O N

Do your homework 
on Doe vs. Bolton

Barry McAlister has sent 
his second letter to the 
editor claiming that I am 
lying about New York’s 
recently passed state law 
which can allow abortions 
up to the point of birth.

If I am lying, so are a 
number of respected news 
sources and organizations. 
Mr. McAlister chooses to 
ignore the Supreme Court 
decision Doe vs. Bolton, 
which allows the factors 
of the woman’s emotional, 
psychological, familial and 
the woman’s age as allow-
able exceptions for allowing 
abortions past 24 weeks.

These exceptions are all 
Planned Parenthood needs 
to abort a baby right up to 

the point of birth! The law 
also allows non-physicians 
to perform abortions such 
as nurse practitioners, 
physician assistants and 
midwives. The new law 
also removes protections 
for babies who survive 
abortion procedures. The 
baby could be left to die.

Before Mr. McAlister 
generates his third letter 
to the Daily Commercial, 
I encourage him to do his 
homework on Doe vs. Bolton 
and understand this is the 
open-ended loophole that 
allows abortions of a baby 
up to the point of birth. 
Other states have abor-
tion laws as bad or worse 
and Mr. McAlister may now 
choose to defend them.

Russ Sloan, Leesburg

Sean Hannity and journalism
A few years ago, when 

Rush Limbaugh was con-
fronted about making fact-
less claims, he admitted that 
he was not a news outlet but 
an entertainer. Of course, 
that confession didn’t 
change his listeners beliefs 
that what he says is actual 
truth or valid journalism.

Sean Hannity is in the 
same situation and has 
admitted that he is not a 
journalist, but “does jour-
nalism.” He explained by 
saying, “we do straight 
news”, “then we give a 
lot of opinions” and “and 
gossip.” He also says they 
do investigations, “like we 
do on the deep state.”

Again, the issue is that 
his viewers take away his 
opinion as fact and what is 

much worse is that Trump 
retweets these “facts” as 
truth. Hannity calls what 
they do as “freedom of the 
press.” Yes, our Constitu-
tion gives him the right to 
say what he wants (even 
if devoid of truth), but 
honor requires him to let 
his viewers know which 
is fact and which is opin-
ion or total fabrication.

He admitted to the New 
York Times: “I have never 
claimed I was a journal-
ist.” Just what is journal-
ism? The most appropriate 
definition is “writing char-
acterized by a direct 
presentation of facts or 
description of events with-
out an attempt at interpre-
tation.” Obviously that is 
not what Sean, Rush and 
FOX do. So, if most people 

interpret that media as 
factual, then in effect, the 
media’s proclamations 
are actually fake news.

There is no doubt that 
mainstream media is pre-
senting journalism and 
these conservative enter-
tainers are presenting 
fake news. The tragedy is 
that Trump cannot dis-
tinguish between actual 
fake news and entertain-
ment, then makes decisions 
that impact Americans. 
This leaves America with 
the most ill-informed 
and ignorant president in 
American history. It also 
means that around 30 per-
cent of the American public 
is also ignorant of facts.

Barry McAlister, Leesburg

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Although the field of 
2020 Democratic 
presidential candi-

dates seems to grow daily, 
one name stands out at 
this early juncture: Sen. 
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.).

Bernie’s back on the 
campaign trail and drum-
ming up the liberal base 
for a run atop the 2020 
Democratic Party ticket. 
And who knows, with 
Joe Biden still undecided, 
Bernie sure seems like 
a solid front-runner.

Despite the fact that 
Sanders is the leading 
declared candidate in most 
polls — he also raised more 
than $10 million in the first 
week after his announce-
ment — Bernie would be 
a disastrous Democratic 
presidential nominee and 
possibly the best thing 
for President Donald 
Trump’s re-election bid.

Sanders is a self-avowed 
“democratic socialist.” He 
honeymooned in the Soviet 
Union and has a long track 
record of praising social-
ist and communist regimes 
— not exactly something 
that most American vot-
ers would agree with.

Bernie’s socialist poli-
cies and ideology are 
well out of line with what 
most Americans want. 
Just consider some of the 
radical things Sanders has 
said about socialism:

“It’s funny,” Sanders once 
said. “Sometimes American 
journalists talk about how 
bad a country is because 
people are lining up for 
food. That’s a good thing. 
In other countries, people 
don’t line up for food, rich 
people get the food and poor 
people starve to death.”

“In 1959 ... everybody 
was totally convinced that 

Castro was the worst guy 
in the world and all of the 
Cuban people were going to 
rise up in rebellion against 
Fidel Castro,” Sanders said.

“They forgot that he 
educated their kids, gave 
their kids health care, 
totally transformed the 
society.” And those are 
just a small sample of the 
“Sanders Socialism Great-
est Hits Collection.”

Given these statements, 
it is quite amazing that 
Sanders currently holds a 
seat in the U.S. Senate, let 
alone that he almost won 
the 2016 contest to become 
the Democratic Party’s 
presidential candidate.

Some might feel tempted 
to give Bernie the benefit 
of the doubt. After all, he 
made those crazy state-
ments many years ago.

No doubt Sanders, along 
with the rest of the world, 
witnessed the horrific col-
lapse of communism in 
the late 20th century.

Moreover, some might 
think Sanders has learned 
from the chaos taking 
place in Venezuela and the 
human rights tragedies in 
North Korea, two mod-
ern examples of socialist 
and communist horrors.

However, despite the 
cavalcade of evidence, 
Sanders continues to refuse 
to acknowledge the abso-
lute failure of his social-
ist/communist ideology.

Sanders would rather 
double-down and inflict 
this horror show upon 
Americans, if he were to 
somehow get elected to the 
highest office in the land.

Just take a quick peek 
at the items on Ber-
nie’s policy platform:

Medicare for all: “We 
must expand ‘Medicare for 

All’ by creating a single-
payer health-care system 
for every American.”

College tuition: “All public 
colleges and universities 
should be tuition free.”

Energy efficiency: “The 
United States must trans-
form its energy system 
away from fossil fuels 
such as oil and coal, and 
towards energy-efficient, 
sustainable, clean, and 
renewable energy solu-
tions such as wind, solar, 
and geothermal.”

Expanding the social 
safety net and increas-
ing access to opportunity: 
“Use revenue from pro-
gressive taxation to expand 
and create programs to 
help alleviate poverty and 
help Americans move for-
ward and contribute to 
a more robust, equitable 
economy,” Sanders says.

And these socialist 
policy proposals are only 
the tip of the iceberg.

Thankfully, most Ameri-
can voters still don’t want 
socialism. A recent NBC 
News/Wall Street Journal 
survey shows only 18 per-
cent of Americans have a 
positive view of socialism.

In 2020, Bernie very well 
could be the last Demo-
crat standing at the end 
of the party’s presidential 
nomination contest. If he is, 
Americans will very likely 
reject his far-left poli-
cies, as they have for more 
than two centuries, spell-
ing doom for Democrats.

Chris Talgo is an editor at The 
Heartland Institute, a con-
servative think-tank in the 
northern Chicago suburb of 
Arlington Heights. Readers 
may write him at The Heartland 
Institute, 3939 North Wilke 
Road, Arlington Heights, IL

A N O T H E R  O P I N I O N

Sanders would spell disaster 
for America — and Dems, too
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are today’s highs for the 
day. Forecast high/low temperatures are given for selected cities.

Seattle

Cold Front 

Washington Warm Front

ShowersRT^I
T-stormsjTrll

Rain[¡y¡1
F!urries[¿3
Snowpa

IceES
Yesterday’s National High/Low: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 87° in Marathon, FL Low -20° In Stanley, ID

UVINDEX TODAY

|0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 111
0-2 Low, 3-5 Moderate, 6-7 High, 8-10 

Very High, 11+ Extreme 
The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index"

number, the greater the need for 
eye and skin protection.

THE SUN AND MOON

SOLUNAR TABLE
The solunar period schedule allows planning 
days so you will be fishing in good territory or 
hunting in good cover during those times. Major 
periods begin at the times shown and last for 
1.5 to 2 hours. The minor periods are shorter.

Major Minor Major Minor
Today 7:30 a.m. 1:15 a.m. 7:59 p.m. 1:44 p.m. 
Sat. 8:25 a.m. 2:10 a.m. 8:55 p.m. 2:40 p.m.

Sunrise
Sunset
Moonrise
Moonset

TIDES

Today
7:38 a.m. 
7:36 p.m. 
1:56 p.m. 
3:10 a.m.

Saturday
7:37 a.m. 
7:36 p.m. 
2:58 p.m. 
4:09 a.m.

Full

Mar 20

Last 

Mar 27

New First

Apr 5 Apr 12

Day High Feet Low Feet Day High Feet Low Feet
Today 2:21 pm. 04 10:08 am. 0? Sat. 12:22 am. 14 11:07 am... 0.0

---. .--- 5:53 pm. 0 3 3:59 pm. 0 5 7:06 pm....0.4
Daytona Beach
Day High Feet Low Feet Day High Feet Low Feet
Today 2:58 am. 40 9:34 am. 04 Sat. 4:10 am. 41 10:38 am... 0.3

3:28 pm. 34 9:47 pm. 00 4:39 pm. 3 fi 10:53 pm ....-0.2

NATIONAL CITIES
Today Saturday

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Albany 64 36 sh 42 27 c
Albuquerque 51 32 pc 56 33 c
Anchorage 41 35 c 42 34 c
Asheville 64 35 t 51 31 s
Atlanta 63 39 t 57 38 pc
Atlantic City 63 43 t 52 30 pc
Baltimore 69 43 c 52 32 pc
Billings 42 22 pc 45 24 pc
Birmingham 60 38 pc 56 37 pc
Bismarck 32 14 pc 35 12 pc
Boise 52 31 s 57 34 s
Boston 60 42 sh 50 32 pc
Buffalo 50 28 sh 33 22 sf
Burlington, VT 58 34 sh 40 24 sn
Charleston, SC 78 52 pc 64 44 pc
Charleston, WV 60 36 pc 47 28 pc
Charlotte, NC 71 44 t 58 36 s

Today 
Hi Lo W

Saturday 
Hi Lo W City

Today 
Hi Lo W

Saturday 
Hi Lo W City

Today 
HI Lo W

Saturday 
Hi Lo W City

Today 
Hi Lo W

Saturday 
Hi Lo W

38 15 S 40 16 S Great Falls 38 19 pc 41 24 pc Norfolk, VA 75 48 t 54 39 S San Francisco 63 43 S 65 50 pc
40 27 sn 40 27 pc Greensboro, NC 68 41 t 55 31 s Oklahoma City 51 30 s 57 34 pc San Juan, PR 84 72 s 84 71 s
47 31 c 43 27 s Hartford 59 39 Sh 49 29 c Omaha 44 26 pc 46 28 s Santa Fe 46 24 pc 52 26 C
48 31 c 37 24 c Honolulu 83 64 s 83 65 s Philadelphia 68 44 t 50 32 pc St. Ste. Marie 32 16 sn 22 10 c
79 48 t 63 41 pc Houston 65 45 C 58 45 C Phoenix 74 56 pc 78 57 s Seattle 59 42 pc 61 43 C
58 35 r 45 24 c Indianapolis 41 29 c 40 27 s Pittsburgh 57 32 pc 40 24 c Shreveport 60 37 s 59 39 c
57 34 s 57 39 pc Jackson, MS 61 39 pc 59 39 pc Portland, ME 52 37 r 48 26 c Spokane 43 26 pc 46 29 pc
46 28 sh 40 25 pc Kansas City 46 28 pc 51 29 s Portland, OR 61 40 pc 60 41 c Syracuse 57 31 pc 34 24 sf
40 19 s 37 18 S Las Vegas 66 46 S 71 50 S Providence 57 41 sh 51 29 pc Topeka 47 27 pc 54 29 S
43 26 pc 43 29 s Little Rock 55 34 s 56 36 s Raleigh 75 46 t 56 35 s Tucson 73 49 pc 75 49 pc
45 30 sh 37 23 C Louisville 48 33 C 48 29 s Reno 55 31 S 61 35 pc Tulsa 53 29 s 58 36 pc
32 14 sf 33 20 c Memphis 53 33 s 55 35 s Richmond 71 46 t 56 33 s Washington, DC 71 45 c 54 36 s
54 40 pc 55 36 c Milwaukee 40 28 Sf 39 27 pc Sacramento 67 41 pc 70 47 pc Wilmington, DE 67 42 c 51 32 pc
29 4 sf 29 20 c Minneapolis 35 20 c 33 24 c St. Louis 46 31 c 49 33 s
37 21 pc 38 25 pc Nashville 52 33 pc 53 31 s Salt Lake City 45 28 S 49 32 s Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
42 22 pc 47 21 pc New Orleans 61 49 c 60 50 c San Antonio 61 41 c 59 42 c c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms,
40 29 sn 36 24 c New York City 64 43 t 50 32 pc San Diego 72 50 S 74 55 s r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

* —,

'Qy &
PRESENTS

WINE &
SEAFOOD

March 22nd - 24™
Variety of Seafood, Arts & Crafts, 

Live Music, Wine Tasting & Winery Tours!
Our Wine & Cheese Bar will be Open 

during each Festival!.
■I'

www.LakeridgeWinery.com *
19239 US 27 North• Clermont, FL 34715 

352-394-8627 • 1-800-768-WINE
■ ■ ■
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By Aaron Beard
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. 
— With the clock wind-
ing down in a tie game, 
Florida State's Terance 
Mann pushed upcourt and 
launched a twisting off-
balance shot that ended 
with him flat on his back, 
his feet up in the air and 
the ball rattling around 
the rim.

Never a doubt, right?
"I knew," Mann said. "I 

knew it was going in."
Mann's shot with 1.8 

seconds left helped the 
No. 12 Seminoles edge No. 
16 Virginia Tech 65-63 on 
Thursday in the Atlantic 
Coast Conference Tour-
nament quarterfinals, 
keeping the Seminoles' 
hot hand with the wildest-
looking — yet nonetheless 
effective — of shots.

Mann's shot broke a 
63-all tie for the fourth-
seeded Seminoles (26-6), 
who secured the win when 
Nickeil Alexander-Walker 
missed a long 3-pointer at 
the horn on a desperation 
inbounds play from the far 
end.

Mann had the biggest 
shot of the game, but 
the Seminoles had two 
other big ones to secure 
this one in a testament 
to their balance. That 
included freshman Devin 
Vassell hitting a contested 
3-pointer with 4.5 sec-
onds left in regulation to 
force overtime.

"That's just how our 
team is," said Mann, who 
had 10 points and nine 
rebounds. "Whoever 
feels comfortable with the 
position they're in, they're 
going to do it. And we all 
have full faith in here in 
everybody to do so."

Vassell scored 14 points 
to lead the Seminoles, who 
started the game with a 
17-4 lead yet ended up in 
that tense finish.

It finally came down to 
Alexander-Walker miss-
ing a contested shot in 
the paint with about 10 
seconds left in overtime. 
The Seminoles didn't call 
timeout, opting instead 
to push the ball back the 
other way.

"I was going to live and 
die with whatever hap-
pened as a result of that," 
FSU coach Leonard Ham-
ilton said.

Alexander-Walker fin-
ished with 21 points for the 
Hokies, including a 3 that 
bounced up off the front 

FSU goes 
OT to 
beat Va. 
Tech in 
ACCs

Michelle Purl, of United Way of Lake and Sumter Counties, presents an award to D.J. Myers at South Lake High School in Groveland on 
Thursday. Myers has been named a United Way Hometown Hero. [PAUL RYAN / CORRESPONDENT]

By Frank Jolley
frank.jolley@dailycommercial.com

GROVELAND — D.J. Myers 
has been a hometown hero for 
many since suffering a horrific 
injury almost two years ago 
during a football camp.

On Thursday, it became 

official.
The South Lake High 

School senior was recognized 
by the United Way of Lake 
and Sumter Counties as the 
2019 Hometown Hero during 
a ceremony on the school 
football field. The award was 
presented to him in front of 

family, coaches, teammates 
and friends by Michelle Purl, 
vice president of Research 
Development for the local 
chapter.

“This award is presented to 
individuals who have changed 
the world by their simple 
actions,” Purl said. “We chose 

hope as our theme for this 
year’s award because without 
hope you can’t inspire change. 
And I don’t know of anyone 
who represents hope more 
than D.J.

“I’ve known D.J. since he 

Hometown hero

South Lake's D.J. Myers honored for inspirational story

By Steve Megargee
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Flor-
ida ended its slump just in time 
to rescue its hopes of making 
the NCAA Tournament.

Keyontae Johnson scored 
a career-high 20 points and 
pulled down 12 rebounds 
Thursday as No. 8 seed Florida 
snapped a three-game skid by 
defeating No. 9 seed Arkan-
sas 66-50 in the Southeastern 
Conference Tournament.

"It was a must-win to get 
there," said Florida's KeV-
aughn Allen, who scored 17 
points. "We were thinking win 
or go home."

Florida's victory boosted 
its postseason profile, but the 
Gators (18-14) can make an 
even bigger statement today 
by upsetting No. 9 LSU (26-5) 

in the SEC quarterfinals (1 
p.m., ESPN).

LSU is the No. 1 seed in 
this tournament. Florida 
won 82-77 at LSU on Feb. 20 
but lost to the Tigers 79-78 
at home on March 6, with 
both those games requiring 
overtime.

"I feel like we still have more 
to go," Johnson said. "We still 
have to get more big wins to 
prove our point."

Florida took the lead for 
good with just over 18 minutes 
remaining and stayed ahead 
thanks to its defense. Arkan-
sas (17-15) failed to make a 
basket in the game's final 7 
minutes, 54 seconds.

"I feel like we could have 
got anything that we wanted," 
said Arkansas' Daniel Gaf-
ford, who led the Razorbacks 
with 15 points. "We couldn't 

execute. We shot ourselves 
in the foot down the stretch."

A r k a n s a s  a n d  F l o r i d a 
entered the tournament head-
ing in opposite directions, 
though only the slumping 
Gators had a realistic shot at 
an NCAA Tournament at-
large bid. At the start of the 
day, Florida was 33rd and 
Arkansas 63rd in the NET 
rankings, which have replaced 
the RPI as a criterion for the 
NCAA Tournament selection 
committee.

Arkansas had followed up 
a six-game losing streak by 
winning its last three regular-
season contests to go back 
above .500. Florida had won 
five straight in late Febru-
ary before ending the regular 
season with three consecutive 

Florida beats Arkansas 66-50 in SEC Tournament

Florida guard Andrew Nembhard (2) moves away from Arkansas 
forward Daniel Gafford (10) in the fi rst half of a Southeastern 
Conference Tournament game Thursday in Nashville, Tenn. [AP 

PHOTO/MARK HUMPHREY]See FLORIDA,  B5

See FSU,  B4See MYERS,  B3

By Doug Ferguson
The Associated Press

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 
— A big finish for Tommy Fleet-
wood and a fast start for Keegan 
Bradley led each to a 7-under 65 
on Thursday for a share of the 
lead in the opening round of The 
Players Championship.

Fleetwood kept a clean card 
in the March wind, kept his 
patience and was rewarded at 
the end with three birdie putts. 
Bradley had three eagle putts 
on the front nine, made one of 
them, and picked up a pair of 
birdies on the front nine.

Fleetwood, 
Bradley share 
lead at Players

Tommy Fleetwood hits his tee shot on the ninth hole during the fi rst 
round of The Players Championship, Thursday in Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Fla. [LYNNE SLADKY/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] See PLAYERS,  B3
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AUTO RACING

4:30 p.m.
FS1 — NASCAR XFINITY 
Series: fi nal practice, 
Fontana, Calif.
5:30 p.m.
FS1 — MONSTER ENERGY 
NASCAR CUP: qualifying, 
Fontana, Calif.
10:55 p.m.
ESPNEWS — Formula One: 
Australian Grand Prix, 
practice, Australia
1:55 a.m. (Saturday)
ESPN2 — Formula One: 
Australian Grand Prix, 
qualifying, Australia

COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL 
(MEN’S)

12 p.m.
ESPN2 — American Ath-
letic Tournament: Houston 
vs. TBD, quarterfi nal
NBCSN — Atlantic 10 
Tournament: VCU vs. TBD, 
quarterfi nal
12:30 p.m.
BTN — Big Ten Tourna-
ment: Michigan State vs. 
TBD, quarterfi nal
1 p.m.
ESPN — SEC Tournament: 
LSU vs. TBD, quarterfi nal
1:30 p.m.
CBSSN — Conference USA 
Tournament: semifi nal
2 p.m.
ESPN2 — American Ath-
letic Tournament: UCF vs. 
TBD, quarterfi nal
2:30 p.m.
NBCSN — Atlantic 10 Tour-
nament: quarterfi nal
3 p.m.
BTN — Big Ten Tourna-
ment: Wisconsin vs. TBD, 
quarterfi nal
ESPN — SEC Tournament: 
quarterfi nal
3:30 p.m.
SEC — SEC Tournament: 
quarterfi nal
4 p.m.
CBSSN — Conference USA 
Tournament: semifi nal
6 p.m.
NBCSN — Atlantic 10 Tour-
nament: Davidson vs. TBD, 
quarterfi nal
6:30 p.m.
CBSSN — MAC Tourna-
ment: semifi nal
FS1 — Big East Tourna-
ment: semifi nal
7 p.m.
BTN — Big Ten Tourna-
ment: Purdue vs. TBD, 
quarterfi nal
ESPN — ACC Tournament: 
semifi nal
ESPN2 — Big 12 Tourna-
ment: semifi nal
ESPNU — American 
Athletic Tournament: 
Cincinnati vs. TBD, 
quarterfi nal
SEC — SEC Tourna-
ment: Kentucky vs TBD, 

quarterfi nal
8:30 p.m.
NBCSN — Atlantic 10 Tour-
nament: quarterfi nal
9 p.m.
CBSSN — MWC Tourna-
ment: semifi nal
ESPN — ACC Tournament: 
semifi nal
ESPN2 — Big 12 Tourna-
ment: semifi nal
ESPNU — American 
Athletic Tournament: 
quarterfi nal
FS1 — Big East Tourna-
ment: semifi nal
SEC — SEC Tournament: 
Tennessee vs. TBD, 
quarterfi nal
9:30 p.m.
BTN — Big Ten Tourna-
ment: Michigan vs. TBD, 
quarterfi nal
11:30 p.m.
CBSSN — MWC Tourna-
ment: semifi nal
ESPN — Pac 12 Tourna-
ment: semifi nal
12 a.m. (Saturday)
ESPNU — Big West Tour-
nament: semifi nal

COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL 
(WOMEN’S)

5 p.m.
ESPNU — America East 
Tournament: Hartford at 
Maine, championship

GOLF

1 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour Golf: 
The Players Champion-
ship, second round, Ponte 
Vedra Beach

NBA BASKETBALL

8 p.m.
NBA — Milwaukee at 
Miami
10:30 p.m.
NBA — Chicago at LA 
Clippers

NHL HOCKEY

8 p.m.
NHL — Vegas at Dallas

SOCCER (MEN’S)

3:20 p.m.
FS2 — Bundesliga: SC 
Freiburg vs. Borussia 
Mönchengladbach

TENNIS

4:30 p.m.
ESPN2 — BNP Paribas 
Open: men’s and women’s 
quarterfi nals, Indian 
Wells, Calif.
12 a.m. (Saturday)
ESPN2 — BNP Paribas 
Open: men’s and women’s 
semifi nals, Indian Wells, 
Calif.

SCOREBOARD

H O W  T O  R E AC H  U S

Paul Jenkins, Sports Editor
Email: paul.jenkins@dailycommercial.com
Phone: 352-365-8204

S P O R T S  R E S U LT S

Schools or coaches can report game results by calling 
352-365-8204. Submissions also can be emailed to 
sports@dailycommercial.com. Results submitted after 
9:30 p.m. may not appear in the next day’s edition of 
the Daily Commercial.

S P O R T S  O N  T V

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
MEN’S BASKETBALL
  THE AP TOP 25 RESULTS
Wednesday’s Game
No. 16 Virginia Tech 71, Miami (Fla.) 56
Thursday’s Games
No. 2 Virginia 76, N.C. State 56
No. 3 North Carolina vs. Louisville, late
No. 5 Duke vs. Syracuse, late
No. 7 Texas Tech vs. West Virginia, late
No. 12 Florida State 65, No. 16 Virginia Tech 
63, OT
No. 14 Nevada 77, Boise State 69
No. 15 Kansas State 70, Texas Christian 61
No. 17 Kansas vs. Texas, late
No. 18 Buffalo 82, Akron 46
Nebraska 69, No. 21 Maryland 61
No. 22 Auburn 81, Missouri 71
No. 23 Marquette vs. St. John’s, late
No. 25 Villanova 73, Providence 62
Today’s Games
Schedule TBD based on conference tourna-
ment pairings

CONFERENCE TOURNAMENTS
All times Eastern
AMERICA EAST CONFERENCE
Championship
Saturday
Vermont vs. UMBC, 11 a.m.

AMERICAN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
At Fedex Forum, Memphis, Tenn.
First Round
Thursday
UConn 80, South Florida 73
Memphis 83, Tulane 68
Tulsa vs. SMU, late
Wichita State vs. East Carolina, late
Quarterfi nals
Today
Houston vs. UConn, noon
UCF vs. Memphis, 2:30 p.m.
Cincinnati vs. Tulsa-SMU winner, 7 p.m.
Temple vs. Wichita State-East Carolina winner, 
9:30 p.m.
Semifi nals
Saturday
Quarterfi nal winners, 3 and 5:30 p.m.
Championship
Sunday
Semifi nal winners, 3:15 p.m.

ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE
At The Spectrum Center, Charlotte, N.C.
Second Round
Wednesday
N.C. State 59, Clemson 58
Virginia Tech 71, Miami 56
Louisville 75, Notre Dame 53
Syracuse 73, Pittsburgh 59
Quarterfi nals
Thursday
Virginia 76, N.C. State 56
Florida State 65, Virginia Tech 63, OT
North Carolina vs. Louisville, late
Duke vs. Syracuse, late
Semifi nals
Today
Virginia vs. Florida State, 7 p.m.
North Carolina-Louisville winner vs. Duke-
Syracuse winner, 9:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 8:30 p.m.

ATLANTIC SUN CONFERENCE
 Championship
March 10
Liberty 74, Lipscomb 68

ATLANTIC 10 CONFERENCE
At The Barclays Center, New York
First Round
Wednesday
George Washington 68, UMass 64
Richmond 52, Fordham 50
Second Round
Thursday
Rhode Island 76, La Salle 57
George Mason 61, George Washington 57
Duquesne vs. Saint Joseph’s, late
Saint Louis vs. Richmond, late
Quarterfi nals
Today
VCU vs. Rhode Island, noon
St. Bonaventure vs. George Mason, 2:30 p.m.
Davidson vs. Duquesne-Saint Joseph’s winner, 
6 p.m.
Dayton vs. Saint Louis-Richmond winner, 
8:30 p.m.
Semifi nals
Saturday
Quarterfi nal winners, 1 and 3:30 p.m.
Championship
Sunday
Semifi nal winners, 1 p.m.

BIG EAST CONFERENCE
At Madison Square Garden, New York
First Round
Wednesday
Providence 80, Butler 57
St. John’s 82, DePaul 74
Quarterfi nals
Thursday
Villanova 73, Providence 62
Xavier 63, Creighton 61
Marquette vs. St. John’s, late
Seton Hall vs. Georgetown, late
Semifi nals
Today
Villanova vs. Xavier, 6:30 p.m.
Marquette-St. John’s winner vs. Seton Hall-
Georgetown winner, 9 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 6:35 p.m.

BIG SKY CONFERENCE
At CenturyLink Arena, Boise, Idaho
First Round
Wednesday
Sacramento State 72, Northern Arizona 60
Southern Utah 94, Idaho State 80
Montana State 75, Idaho 71
Quarterfi nals
Thursday
Montana 79, Sacramento State 73
Weber St. 81, Portland St. 71
Northern Colorado vs. Southern Utah, late
Eastern Washington vs. Montana St., late
Semifi nals
Today
Montana vs. Weber State, 7:30 p.m.
Northern Colorado-Southern Utah winner vs. 
Eastern Washington-Montana State winner, 
10 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 8 p.m.

BIG SOUTH CONFERENCE
 Championship
March 10
Gardner-Webb 76, Radford 65

BIG TEN CONFERENCE
At The United Center, Chicago
First Round
Wednesday
Nebraska 68, Rutgers 61
Illinois 74, Northwestern 69, OT
Second Round
Thursday
Ohio State 79, Indiana 75
Nebraska 69, Maryland 61
Minnesota vs. Penn State, late
Iowa vs. Illinois, late
Quarterfi nals
Today
Michigan State vs. Ohio State, 12:30 p.m.
Wisconsin vs. Nebraska, 2:55 p.m.
Purdue vs. Minnesota-Penn State winner, 
7 p.m.
Michigan vs. Iowa-Illinois, 9:25 p.m.
Semifi nals
Saturday
Quarterfi nal winners, 1 and 3:30 p.m.
Championship
Sunday
Semifi nal winners, 3:30 p.m.

BIG 12 CONFERENCE
At The Sprint Center, Kansas City, Mo.
First Round
Wednesday
TCU 73, Oklahoma State 70
West Virginia 72, Oklahoma 71
Quarterfi nals
Thursday
Iowa State 83, Baylor 66
Kansas State 70, TCU 61
Texas Tech vs. West Virginia, late
Kansas vs. Texas, late
Semifi nals
Today
Iowa State vs. Kansas State, 7 p.m.
Texas Tech-West Virginia winner vs. Kansas-
Texas winner, 9:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 6 p.m.

BIG WEST CONFERENCE

At The Honda Center, Anaheim, Calif.
First Round
Thursday
UC Santa Barbara 71, Cal St. Northridge 68
Cal State Fullerton vs. UC Davis, late
UC Irvine vs. UC Riverside, late
Hawaii vs. Long Beach State, late
Semifi nals
Today
Highest remaining seed vs. lowest remaining 
seed, 9:30 p.m.
Middle remaining seeds, midnight
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, midnight

COLONIAL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
Championship
Tuesday
Northeastern 82, Hofstra 74

CONFERENCE USA
At Ford Center at The Star, Frisco, Texas
First Round
Wednesday
UAB 70, Middle Tennessee 61
Louisiana Tech 57, FAU 56
North Texas 71, FIU 57
Marshall 82, Rice 65
Quarterfi nals
Thursday
Old Dominion vs. Louisiana Tech, late
UTSA vs. UAB, late
Western Kentucky vs. North Texas, late
Southern Miss. vs. Marshall, late
Semifi nals
Today
Quarterfi nal winners, 1:30 and 4 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 8:30 p.m.

HORIZON LEAGUE
Championship
Tuesday
Northern Kentucky 77, Wright State 66

IVY LEAGUE
At John J. Lee Amphitheater, New Haven, 
Conn.
First Round
Saturday
Harvard vs. Pennsylvania, 12:30 p.m.
Yale vs. Princeton, 3 p.m.
Championship
Sunday
Semifi nal winners, noon

METRO ATLANTIC ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
Championship
Monday
Iona 81, Monmouth (NJ) 60

MID-AMERICAN CONFERENCE
At Quicken Loans Arena, Cleveland
Quarterfi nals
Thursday
Buffalo 82, Akron 46
Central Michigan 89, Kent State 81
Toledo vs. Northern Illinois, late
Bowling Green vs. Ball State, late
Semifi nals
Today
Buffalo vs. Central Michigan, 6:30 p.m.
Toledo-Northern Illinois winner vs. Bowling 
Green-Ball State winner, 9 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 7:30 p.m.

MID-EASTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
At Scope Arena, Norfolk, Va.
First Round
Monday
Delaware St. 71, Savannah St. 67
Tuesday
S.C. State 63, Md.-Eastern Shore 54
Coppin State 81, Morgan State 71
Quarterfi nals
Wednesday
Norfolk State 78, S.C. State 73
N.C. A&T 82, Coppin State 79, OT
Thursday
N.C. Central vs. Delaware State, late
Howard vs. Bethune-Cookman, late
Semifi nals
Today
Norfolk State vs. Howard-Bethune-Cookman 
winner, 6 p.m.
N.C. A&T vs. N.C. Central/Delaware State 
winner, 8:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 1 p.m.

MISSOURI VALLEY CONFERENCE
Championship
March 10
Bradley 57, Northern Iowa 54

MOUNTAIN WEST CONFERENCE
At The Thomas & Mack Center, Las Vegas
First Round
Wednesday
Boise State 66, Colorado State 57
New Mexico 78, Wyoming 68
Air Force 87, San Jose State 56
Quarterfi nals
Thursday
Nevada 77, Boise State 69
San Diego State vs. UNLV, late
Utah State vs. New Mexico, late
Fresno State vs. Air Force, late
Semifi nals
Today
Nevada vs. San Diego St.-UNLV winner, 9 p.m.
Utah State-New Mexico winner vs. Fresno 
State-Air Force winner, 11:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 6 p.m.

NORTHEAST CONFERENCE
Championship
Tuesday
Fairleigh Dickinson 85, Saint Francis (Pa.) 76

OHIO VALLEY CONFERENCE
 Championship
March 9
Murray St. 75, Belmont 65

PACIFIC-12 CONFERENCE
At T-Mobile Arena, Las Vegas
First Round
Wednesday
Southern California 78, Arizona 65
Colorado 56, California 51
UCLA 79, Stanford 72
Oregon 84, Washington State 51
Quarterfi nals
Thursday
Washington 78, Southern California 75
Oregon State vs. Colorado, late
Arizona State vs. UCLA, late
Utah vs. Oregon, late
Semifi nals
Today
Washington vs. Oregon State-Colorado winner, 
9 p.m.
Arizona State-UCLA winner vs. Utah-Oregon 
winner, 11:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 10:30 p.m.

PATRIOT LEAGUE
 Championship
Wednesday
Colgate 94, Bucknell 80

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE
At Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Tenn.
First Round
Wednesday
Missouri 71, Georgia 61
Texas A&M 69, Vanderbilt 52
Second Round
Thursday
Florida 66, Arkansas 50
Auburn 81, Missouri 71
Mississippi vs. Alabama, late
Mississippi State vs. Texas A&M, late
Quarterfi nals
Today
LSU vs. Florida, 1 p.m.
South Carolina vs. Auburn, 3:30 p.m.
Kentucky vs. Mississippi-Alabama winner, 
7 p.m.
Tennessee vs. Mississippi State/Texas A&M-
Vanderbilt winner, 9:30 p.m.
Semifi nals
Saturday
Quarterfi nal winners, 1 and 3:30 p.m.
Championship
Sunday
Semifi nal winners, 1 p.m.

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE
Championship
Monday
Wofford 70, UNC-Greensboro 58

SOUTHLAND CONFERENCE
At The Merrell Center, Katy, Texas
First Round
Wednesday

Lamar 81, Houston Baptist 79
C. Arkansas 73, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 53
Second Round
Thursday
New Orleans vs. Lamar, late
SE Louisiana vs. Cent. Arkansas,  late
Semifi nals
Today
Quarterfi nal winners, 6 and 8:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 9:30 p.m.

SOUTHWESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
At Bill Harris Arena, Birmingham, Ala.
Semifi nals
Today
Prairie View A&M vs. Grambling State, 3:30 
p.m.
Texas Southern vs. Alabama State, 9:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 5 p.m.

SUMMIT LEAGUE
Championship
Tuesday
N. Dakota St. 73, Nebraska-Omaha 63

SUN BELT CONFERENCE
At Lakefront Arena, New Orleans
Second Round
Thursday
Louisiana-Lafayette vs. South Alabama, late
Coastal Carolina vs. Louisiana-Monroe, late
Third Round
Today
Texas State vs. Louisiana-Lafayette—South 
Alabama-Arkansas State winner, 6 p.m.
Georgia Southern vs. Coastal Carolina—
Louisiana-Monroe-Appalachian State winner, 
8:30 p.m.
Semifi nals
Saturday
Quarterfi nals winners, 4 and 6:30 p.m.
Championship
Sunday
Semifi nal winners, 2 p.m.

WEST COAST CONFERENCE
Championship
Tuesday
St. Mary’s (Calif.) 60, Gonzaga 47

WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
At Orleans Arena, Las Vegas
First Round
Thursday
New Mexico State 86, Chicago State 49
Texas-Rio Grande Valley vs. Cal State 
Bakersfi eld, late
Utah Valley vs. UMKC, late
Grand Canyon vs. Seattle, late
Semifi nals
Today
Quarterfi nal winners, 9 and 11:30 p.m.
Championship
Saturday
Semifi nal winners, 10 p.m.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
 AP TOP 25 RESULTS
Wednesday’s Games
None scheduled
Thursday’s Game
No. 24 Rice 61, North Texas 43
Today’s Games
Schedule TBD based on conference tourna-
ment pairings

PRO BASKETBALL
NBA
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L PCT GB
x-Milwaukee 51 17 .750 —
x-Toronto 48 20 .706 3
Indiana 43 25 .632 8
Philadelphia 43 25 .632 8
Boston 41 27 .603 10
Brooklyn 36 34 .514 16
Detroit 34 33 .507 16½
Miami 32 35 .478 18½
Orlando 31 38 .449 20½
Charlotte 30 37 .448 20½
Washington 29 39 .426 22
Atlanta 24 45 .348 27½
Chicago 19 50 .275 32½
Cleveland 17 51 .250 34
New York 13 55 .191 38

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L PCT GB
Golden State 46 21 .687 —
Denver 44 22 .667 1½
Houston 42 26 .618 4½
Oklahoma City 42 26 .618 4½
Portland 41 26 .612 5
San Antonio 39 29 .574 7½
Utah 38 29 .567 8
L.A. Clippers 39 30 .565 8
Sacramento 33 33 .500 12½
Minnesota 32 36 .471 14½
L.A. Lakers 31 36 .463 15
New Orleans 30 40 .429 17½
Memphis 28 41 .406 19
Dallas 27 40 .403 19
Phoenix 16 53 .232 31
x-clinched playoff spot

Wednesday’s Games
Oklahoma City 108, Brooklyn 96
Washington 100, Orlando 90
Atlanta 132, Memphis 111
Miami 108, Detroit 74
Golden State 106, Houston 104
Utah 114, Phoenix 97
Thursday’s Games
Cleveland at Orlando, late
Oklahoma City at Indiana, late
Sacramento at Boston, late
L.A. Lakers at Toronto, late
Minnesota at Utah, late
Dallas at Denver, late
Today’s Games
Charlotte at Washington, 7 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Sacramento at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Milwaukee at Miami, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Houston, 8 p.m.
Portland at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
New York at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Chicago at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Atlanta at Boston, 12:30 p.m.
Memphis at Washington, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Golden State at Oklahoma City, 8:30 p.m.
Portland at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Brooklyn at Utah, 9 p.m.
Indiana at Denver, 9 p.m.

PRO HOCKEY
NHL
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 GP W L OT PTS GF GA
x-Tampa Bay 70 53 13 4 110 272 183
Boston 70 42 19 9 93 211 180
Toronto 70 42 23 5 89 250 204
Washington 70 41 22 7 89 240 217
N.Y. Islanders 69 40 22 7 87 200 168
Pittsburgh 70 38 23 9 85 242 213
Carolina 69 38 24 7 83 208 191
Columbus 70 39 28 3 81 216 208
Montreal 70 37 26 7 81 211 208
Philadelphia 69 34 27 8 76 212 228
Florida 69 30 27 12 72 224 234
Buffalo 69 30 30 9 69 194 221
N.Y. Rangers 70 28 29 13 69 199 231
New Jersey 71 26 36 9 61 201 244
Detroit 70 24 36 10 58 189 241
Ottawa 70 23 41 6 52 205 261

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 GP W L OT PTS GF GA
San Jose 70 43 19 8 94 254 214
Calgary 70 43 20 7 93 250 203
Winnipeg 69 40 25 4 84 237 207
Nashville 71 39 27 5 83 212 192
Vegas 70 38 27 5 81 212 196
St. Louis 69 36 26 7 79 199 191
Dallas 69 36 28 5 77 174 172
Arizona 70 35 30 5 75 187 196
Minnesota 70 33 29 8 74 191 205
Colorado 70 30 28 12 72 223 218
Chicago 70 31 30 9 71 239 260
Edmonton 70 31 32 7 69 198 229
Vancouver 70 29 32 9 67 191 218
Anaheim 71 28 34 9 65 164 216
Los Angeles 69 25 36 8 58 164 220
x-clinched playoff spot; 2 points for win, 1 
point for overtime loss. Top 3 teams in each 
division and two wild cards per conference 
advance to playoffs.

Wednesday’s Games
Chicago 5, Toronto 4
New Jersey 6, Edmonton 3
Vancouver 4, N.Y. Rangers 1
Thursday’s Games
Pittsburgh at Buffalo, late

Montreal at N.Y. Islanders, late
Washington at Philadelphia, late
St. Louis at Ottawa, late
Tampa Bay at Detroit, late
Boston at Winnipeg, late
Dallas at Minnesota, late
Anaheim at Arizona, late
Nashville at Los Angeles, late
Florida at San Jose, late
Today’s Games
Carolina at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Vegas at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Colorado, 9 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Calgary, 9 p.m.
New Jersey at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
N.Y. Islanders at Detroit, 1 p.m.
St. Louis at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Florida at Los Angeles, 4 p.m.
Columbus at Boston, 7 p.m.
Washington at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Buffalo at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Calgary at Winnipeg, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Edmonton at Arizona, 10 p.m.
Nashville at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

BASEBALL
SPRING TRAINING
All times Eastern
AMERICAN LEAGUE
 W L Pct.
Kansas City 12 8 .600
New York 9 6 .600
Oakland 11 8 .579
Cleveland 10 8 .556
Minnesota 11 9 .550
Toronto 9 8 .529
Baltimore 10 9 .526
Los Angeles 10 9 .526
Detroit 9 9 .500
Seattle 8 8 .500
Tampa Bay 9 10 .474
Houston 9 10 .474
Chicago 7 10 .412
Texas 6 10 .375
Boston 6 12 .333

NATIONAL LEAGUE
 W L Pct.
San Diego 11 5 .688
Atlanta 11 8 .579
Washington 11 8 .579
Philadelphia 10 8 .556
Chicago 11 9 .550
Los Angeles 9 8 .529
Miami 10 10 .500
Milwaukee 10 10 .500
Arizona 9 9 .500
New York 9 10 .474
Colorado 8 10 .444
Pittsburgh 8 11 .421
St. Louis 7 10 .412
San Francisco 7 12 .368
Cincinnati 5 10 .333

Wednesday’s Games
Minnesota 9, Boston 5
Washington 8, Atlanta 4
Miami 4, St. Louis 1
Baltimore 6, Toronto 4
N.Y. Mets 2, Houston 1
Oakland 12, Chicago Cubs 11
Kansas City 17, Cleveland (ss) 7
Cleveland (ss) 9, Milwaukee 3
Colorado 5, Arizona 3
Philadelphia 5, N.Y. Yankees 5, 10 innings
San Diego 9, L.A. Angels 3
Seattle 8, San Francisco 4
Chicago White Sox 10, L.A. Dodgers 7
Thursday’s Games
Philadelphia (ss) 4, Tampa Bay 3
Washington 10, Minnesota (ss) 4
Pittsburgh 11, Philadelphia (ss) 2
Boston 4, Detroit 4
Minnesota (ss) 7, Baltimore 6
Miami 12, Houston 6
N.Y. Mets 1, St. Louis 1
N.Y. Yankees 1, Toronto 1
Arizona 3, San Francisco 0
Texas (ss) vs. Kansas City at Surprise, Ariz., 
late
Texas (ss) vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, Ariz., late
Colorado vs. Cleveland at Goodyear, Ariz., late
Cincinnati vs. L.A. Dodgers (ss) at Glendale, 
Ariz., late
L.A. Angels vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix, late
L.A. Dodgers (ss) vs. San Diego at Peoria, 
Ariz., late
Today’s Games
Toronto vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater, Fla., 
1:05 p.m.
Detroit vs. Tampa Bay (ss) at Port Charlotte, 
Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Miami vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla., 1:05 p.m.
Baltimore vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers, Fla., 
1:05 p.m.
Boston vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla., 1:05 
p.m.
Washington vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lucie, 
Fla., 1:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels (ss) vs. San Francisco at 
Scottsdale, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Cleveland vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs vs. Chicago White Sox at 
Glendale, Ariz., 4:05 p.m.
San Diego vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix, 4:05 p.m.
Arizona vs. L.A. Angels (ss) at Tempe, Ariz., 
4:10 p.m.
Kansas City vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, Ariz., 
4:10 p.m.
Tampa Bay (ss) vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, 
Fla., 6:05 p.m.
St. Louis (ss) vs. Houston (ss) at West Palm 
Beach, Fla., 6:05 p.m.
Houston (ss) vs. St. Louis (ss) at Jupiter, Fla., 
6:05 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers vs. Cincinnati at Goodyear, Ariz., 
9:05 p.m.

SOCCER
MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T PTS GF GA
Columbus 1 0 1 4 3 1
D.C. United 1 0 1 4 2 0
Toronto FC 1 0 0 3 3 1
Montreal 1 1 0 3 3 3
Orlando City 0 0 2 2 3 3
New York City FC 0 0 2 2 2 2
New York 0 0 1 1 1 1
Chicago 0 1 1 1 2 3
New England 0 1 1 1 1 3
Atlanta 0 1 1 1 1 3
Cincinnati 0 1 1 1 2 5
Philadelphia 0 2 0 0 1 5

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T PTS GF GA
Seattle 2 0 0 6 6 1
Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 2
Minnesota United 2 0 0 6 6 2
FC Dallas 1 0 1 4 3 1
Houston 1 0 1 4 3 2
Real Salt Lake 1 0 1 4 2 1
Sporting Kansas City 1 1 0 3 3 2
LA Galaxy 1 1 0 3 2 3
Colorado 0 1 1 1 3 5
Portland 0 1 1 1 4 7
Vancouver 0 2 0 0 2 4
San Jose 0 2 0 0 1 5
3 points for a victory, one point for a tie

ODDS
PREGAME.COM LINE
NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
Today
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG
at L.A. Clippers 8½ 229 Chicago
at Detroit Off Off L.A. Lakers
at Philadelphia Off Off Sacramento
at Washington 3½ 232 Charlotte
at Houston 13 225 Phoenix
Portland 8 235½ at New Orl.
Milwaukee 4½ 220 at Miami
at San Antonio 13 216½ New York

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Today
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG
Houston 10 UConn
VCU 7½ Rhode Island
St. Bonaventure 2½ George Mason
Michigan State 10½ Ohio State
LSU 2 Florida
Villanova 7 Xavier
Buffalo 11½ Central Michigan

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
Today
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
at Toronto -182 Philadelphia +167
at Columbus -128 Carolina +118
Vegas -126 at Dallas +116
at Calgary -285 N.Y. Rangers +255
at Colorado -165 Anaheim +155
at Vancouver -147 New Jersey +137

Staff Report

Markantony Perez hit 
a two-run double in a 
five-run second inning 
to lead Lake-Sumter 
State College to a 6-3 
win over Florida State 
College on Wednesday 
in Jacksonville.

Perez went 2 for 3 and 
scored a run while Alan 
Alonso went 2 for 4 with 
two runs scored and 
Mickey Skole went 2 for 
4 with a run scored.

M a t t  C o l e s  ( 3 - 1 ) 
earned the win, going 
five innings and allow-
ing two runs on five hits 
with three walks and a 
strikeout. Bryant Heston 

picked up his second 
save of  the season, 
coming in with the bases 
loaded and two outs in 
the bottom of the ninth 
and getting a flyout to 
end the game.

Lake-Sumter 
improved to 15-12-1 
overall and 4-2 in the 
Mid-Florida Confer-
ence, a half-game behind 
conference leader Col-
lege of Central Florida. 
Florida State fell to 10-14 
overall and 1-3 in the 
conference.

The Lakehawks host 
Florida State College 
on Friday at 2 p.m. in 
the middle game of the 
three-game series.

5-run second 
propels Lake-
Sumter to 6-3 win
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was a child and to watch 
him come through what 
he has and still remain so 
positive is amazing. In the 
future, we want the com-
munities to help us select 
a winner, but I chose D.J. 
myself because I know his 
story so well and have seen 
the impact he’s had on so 
many lives.”

In addition to the award, 
a local film crew was on 
hand to begin shoot-
ing a documentary about 
Myers. He did not know 
about the award, despite 
the commotion on the field 
caused by multiple camera 
crews setting up in various 
locations for interviews.

“I was told that it was 
about some football stuff,” 
Myers said. “It’s an honor 
to be recognized like this. 
I knew that some people 
looked up to me for the 
way I’ve handled every-
thing since my accident, 

but I never realized how 
many people have been 
inspired by my story.”

Myers was paralyzed 
following a freak acci-
dent in July of 2017 while 
making a tackle at summer 
camp at Stetson Univer-
sity in DeLand. He gets 
around with the aid of 
wheelchair and attends 
classes on campus at 
South Lake.

Even though his play-
ing days were over, Myers 

remained a member of the 
football team. He patrolled 
the sidelines during every 
game and often went to 
midfield with his team-
mates for the pregame coin 
toss.

In South Lake’s final 
home game of the 2018 
season, the school honored 
Myers by retiring his jersey 
and uniform number.

“The first time I met 
D.J., I knew he was spe-
cial,” said South Lake 

football  coach Mark 
Woolum. “He’s always 
had what few of us ever 
have; even before his 
injury, D.J. always brought 
out the best in everyone he 
met. And it’s amazing to 
me that after all he’s been 
through, he still has the 
same upbeat personality 
he did before he was hurt.

“You can’t be around 
D.J. and not be inspired by 
him.”

Purl believes Myers’ 

upbeat personality and 
positive approach to life is 
genetic.

“After he was hurt, it 
certainly would’ve been 
human nature for D.J.’s 
mother to tell parents 
they shouldn’t allow their 
kids to play football,” Purl 
said. “Instead, she never 
blamed football for her 
son’s injury and even con-
tinued to encourage young 
people to play the game. 
Instead of feeling sorry, 

the family never lost hope 
or blamed anyone for what 
happened.”

Purl expects the docu-
mentary about Myers, 
which will be filmed over 
the course of three days, 
will be released on the 
United Way YouTube 
channel.  In addition 
to Thursday’s filming, 
camera crews will also 
follow Myers away from 
school and include inter-
views with Woolum, 
Myers’ South Lake team-
mates, family and friends.

Through the video, 
Myers hopes his message 
will be seen be with a larger 
audience.

“Life is not always what 
you expect it will be,” 
Myers said. “Nothing is 
promised to anyone and 
there will always be a lot 
of obstacles. The key is 
to keep pushing forward 
through the obstacles and 
coming out on the other 
side of adversity.

“Don’t take anything for 
granted, but don’t ever let 
anything stop you.”

MYERS
From Page B1

A crew member holds up a clapperboard in front of D.J. 
Myers as cameras roll during a fi lm shoot at an award 
presentation from United Way at South Lake High School 
in Groveland on Thursday. [PAUL RYAN / CORRESPONDENT]

Friends and classmates surround D.J. Myers at an award 
presentation from United Way at South Lake High School 
in Groveland on Thursday. [PAUL RYAN / CORRESPONDENT]

Tiger Woods made only 
one par on the back nine — 
five birdies, three bogeys 
— in a round of 70. He 
has only broken 70 in the 
opening round one time at 
the TPC Sawgrass, when 
he won in 2013.

“Usually if I had one par, 
it’s usually shooting 30 or 
29,” Woods said. “Not 
what I did today.”

It wasn’t as clean as 
Woods wanted, espe-
cially playing late in the 
afternoon when the wind 
began to die and the greens 
picked up a little more 
speed.

Even so, it was a reason-
able start at a tournament 
where the key is not to fall 
too far behind, whether 
it’s in March or May.

The move from May to 
its traditional spot on the 
calendar brought green, 
softer conditions and 
more wind than usual. 
Even so, Fleetwood was 
among several early start-
ers who managed to take 
aim on the TPC Sawgrass.

Fleetwood had only one 
birdie on the slightly easier 
back nine, and finished 
with birdie putts from 15 
feet, 30 feet and 18 feet.

“If you’re in the fairway 
all the time, the course 
feels very, very differ-
ent,” Fleetwood said. 
“And it’s a massive key 
around here. And then I 
just started picking a few 
shots up, and then you get 
on a run like 7, 8, 9, and it 
feels great after that. Just 
one of them would feel like 
a great round, so three of 
them ... I’ll take it.”

Byeong Hun An and 
Brian Harman were at 66, 
while Rory McIlroy also 
played bogey-free for a 
67. He was in a group with 
Ryan Moore, who made 
the ninth hole-in-one on 
the island-green 17th hole, 
and Vaughn Taylor, who 

must love the move back 
to March.

Taylor is among 23 play-
ers who have competed 
on the Stadium Players 
Course in both months. He 
tied for eighth the last time 
it was in March in 2006. In 
the eight times he played 
in May, he never made the 
cut.

Bradley, who a week 
ago shared the 36-hole 
lead with Fleetwood at 
Bay Hill, has only one top 
10 in his eight trips to the 
TPC Sawgrass.

Early in my career, I felt 
so uncomfortable on this 
course. I really didn’t play 
well here,” Bradley said. 
“It didn’t really enjoy ... 
it just wasn’t a good fit for 
me. And then this year, 
I really enjoy the differ-
ent conditions that we’re 
playing in. I like the rough 
better, and I think it’s a 
great time of year to play 
here.”

Bradley had eagle putts 
from the fringe on the 
par-5 11th and short par-4 
12th, both times settling 
for two-putt birdies. He 
drilled his second shot 
on the par-5 16th to the 
middle of the green and 
watched it feed to 12 feet 
away for his eagle. He 
played the back nine in 
31, made a 5-foot birdie 
on No. 1 and sprinkled in 
a few key par saves before 
a final birdie to catch 
Fleetwood.

Harris English had an 
albatross — the third 
straight year for one at The 
Players — on the par-5 11th 
hole.

The scoring wasn’t 
unusual, nor was the tight 
leaderboard. It was simply 
the way the golf course 
was playing — longer off 
the tee because the fair-
ways aren’t quite as fast 
with rye overseed, softer 
around the greens.

In May or in March, 
there’s generally no lack 
of excitement at Sawgrass.

McIlroy was among 
those who approved of 

the calendar change. This 
was only the third time in 
10 starts at The Players he 
broke 70 in the first round.

“I think the course 
over the last 10 years 
... it hasn’t lent itself to 
aggressive play,” McIlroy 
said. “It’s sort of posi-
tion and irons of the tee 
and really trying to plot 
your way around the golf 
course. I hit drivers on 
holes today that I would 
never have hit driver the 
last few years.

“I don’t know if the 
course is easier or not,” 
he said. “We’ll see what 
the stroke average is at 
the end of the day. But 

because I think it’s play-
ing longer, it’ll play longer 
for most of the guys, and 
I think it should all even 
out. But I definitely like 
the golf course the way it 
is in March.”

Whatever the month, 
the island green is still 
there.

Moore used a 54-degree 
wedge for the first ace on 
the 17th hole since Sergio 
Garcia two years ago. It 
was the ninth hole-in-
one on the most infamous 
hole at Sawgrass during 
The Players. Paul Casey 
put two in the water on the 
17th and made a quadruple 
bogey.

PLAYERS
From Page B1
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rim and dropped through 
the net for a 63-60 lead 
with 1:40 left in OT.

The lead didn’t hold up 
in the second overtime 
matchup between the 
teams in the past 10 days 
— both won by FSU.

“He made a great drive, I 
just tried not to foul,” Vir-
ginia Tech’s Ahmed Hill 
said of Mann’s shot. “He 
made a beautiful floater 
and it happened to go in.”

BIG PICTURE

Virginia Tech: The Hokies 
have been grinding through 
games without injured point 
guard Justin Robinson (foot) 
since late January. The 
Hokies fought their way 
to six wins in their final 10 
regular-season games, then 
beat Miami in Wednesday’s 
second round to advance. 
They just couldn’t protect 
that final lead, with FSU’s 
Phil Cofer hitting the tying 3 
at the 1:15 mark of OT to set 
the stage for Mann’s winner.

Florida State: The Semi-
noles arrived in Charlotte 
as one of the hottest teams 
in the country, winning 
12 of 13 games to secure a 
double-round bye into the 
quarterfinals. They found 
a wild way to add to that 
streak.

QUICK THINKER

Mann said he was looking 
to drive to the rim when he 
took a pass near halfcourt on 
that final transition chance. 
He pushed to the right 
against Hill and felt a bump, 
so he lifted off for a shot that 
ultimately bounced around 
the rim, touched the back-
board and dropped through 
the net.

“I knew it wasn’t a hard-
enough bump to get the 
whistle,” Mann said. “So 
once I was in the air, I knew 
I had to shoot it. I’m used to 
doing it.”

Mann paused.
“It’s like a 0.5-second 

thinking process right 
there,” he said with a laugh.

ROBINSON’S STATUS

Virginia Tech coach 
Buzz Williams had ruled 
out Robinson for the ACC 
Tournament last week 
but said Thursday he’s 
“making progress.”

Williams said team 
medical staff will take new 
pictures of the foot injury 
Sunday to see how he has 
progressed. He said Rob-
inson had also been able to 
participate in at least some 
practice work Monday and 
Tuesday.

“He was able to do 
a little bit more than 
Monday,” Williams said. 
“So God’s the ultimate 
healer and we’re praying 
that it works.”

FSU
From Page B1

Virginia Tech’s Isaiah Wilkins, right, and Florida State’s 
Raiquan Gray fi ght for a rebound during the fi rst half of an 
Atlantic Coast Conference Tournament game in Charlotte, 
N.C., on Thursday. [AP PHOTO/NELL REDMOND]
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losses.
Florida turned things 

around Thursday in part 
because leading scorer 
Allen broke out of his per-
sonal slump.

Allen had scored a total 
of 18 points in his last four 
regular-season games, 
but the graduate of North 
Little Rock (Arkansas) 
High School scored 17 
points Thursday against 
his home-state school.

Florida was clinging 
to a 47-44 lead when 
Allen took a 3-point shot 
that bounced off the rim 
multiple times before 
falling through with 7:26 
remaining. That 3-point 
shot started a 17-4 run 
that helped Florida seal 
the victory.

“He got a couple for him 
to go early, and you could 
see in his body language, 
his  confidence level 
increased a little bit,” 
Florida coach Mike White 
said. “Down the stretch, 
we rode him.”

BIG PICTURE

Arkansas: The Razor-
backs were unable to do 
anything against Florida’s 
defense again. Arkansas’ 
50 points Thursday repre-
sented a season low. The 
Razorbacks’ lowest point 
total during the regular 
season came in a 57-51 
loss to Florida on Jan. 9.

“Very disappointed 
in our performance,” 

Arkansas coach Mike 
Anderson said. “(We’d) 
been playing some pretty 
g o o d  b a s k e t b a l l .  T o 
come on this stage and 
not play as well as we’ve 
been playing is kind of 
disappointing.”

Florida: Allen’s recov-
ery from his late-season 
slump gives Florida plenty 
of reason for encour-
agement. The Gators’ 
hopes of beating LSU 
could depend on whether 
second-leading scorer 
Noah Locke can bounce 
back after shooting 1 of 9 
against Arkansas.

REVERSAL OF 
FORTUNE

J o h n s o n  h a d  g o n e 
scoreless in Florida’s 
regular-season victory at 
Arkansas. He had argu-
ably the best performance 
o f  h i s  c a r e e r  i n  t h e 
rematch.

His 20 points shattered 
his previous career high of 
15, set three times during 
the regular season. His 12 
rebounds were just one 
off his career high.

QUOTABLE

“Bottom line is they 
played a lot more aggres-
sive than we did,” said 
Arkansas’ Isaiah Joe, who 
scored 12 points. “They 
wanted it a lot more.”

UP NEXT

Arkansas awaits a pos-
sible NIT invitation.

Florida faces LSU in an 
SEC quarterfinal today.

FLORIDA
From Page B1

Arkansas 
forward Daniel 
Gafford (10) is 
trapped between 
Florida defenders 
Kevarrius Hayes, 
left, and Andrew 
Nembhard (2) in 
the fi rst half of 
a Southeastern 
Conference 
Tournament 
game Thursday 
in Nashville, 
Tenn. [AP PHOTO/

MARK HUMPHREY]
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Florida Air & Heat Inc.
 Your Comfort Company

100% Financing Available - Licensed - Insured - Bonded
Serving Our Area Since 1986     State License # CAC1814030

CALL 352-326-3202
For ALL Your Heating & 

Cooling Needs

 A/C 
Services

John Philibert, Inc
We do Everything from Ceilings to 

Floors. Pantries, Cabinets and more.

Your pesky leaks gone and houses we’ll paint. 
From inside and out, we’ll make it great. 

Lic/Ins. Accepting Visa & MC. 

JPHandy.com (352) 308-0694

LAMINATE, 
WOOD & TILE

SALE!

Great Prices
Exceptional Service!

20 Years Experience
SHOWROOM

11433 US Hwy 441, Tavares
Call Chris

352-636-1643

D
24
52
SD

Garage Door
Services

• Pressure Washing • Painting
• Flooring • Carpet • Clean Outs
• Clean Ups • Hauling • Licensed
352-787-7056

Handyman
Services

John Philibert, Inc
For All Your Flooring Needs

Pergo, Ceramic Tile,
Travertine, Vinyl & More

Call John @ (352) 308-0694

Flooring
Services

CCC 1330633

D
24
53
SD

BILL ROGERS 
IRRIGATION SERVICE

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LIC NO. 22190/INS/BONDED

OWNER OPERATOR
352-446-1059

Irrigation
Services

Home  
Improvement

iMan 4-U

“One Call Does It All”
Residential & Commercial

JOSEPH MAGRUM
352-636-2599

TAX ID, INSURED 
rufus_62@yahoo.com

We Also Offer

(352) 308-0694

John Philibert, Inc
For All Your Interior/Exterior 

Painting Needs.

FREE ESTIMATES!
30 Years of Quality 

Experience

www.BestPaintRem.com
352-210-3964

Lic/Ins

15% OFF
Senior Discount

Painting
Services

 Pressure
 Cleaning 

352-396-9447
100% Satisfaction

Guaranteed

COUPON REQUIRED

$15 OFF

QUALITY WORK AT A FAIR PRICE
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$45
Check & Adjust 
Entire System. 

Provide Written Est. 
To Fix Problems!

Lower Your Monthly Cost 
352-409-3163

Comfort Seal
Roof Systems, Inc.TM

352-242-5055

MEET THE CONTRACTOR - NOT A “SALESMAN”! 
BETTER THAN ANY METAL OR SHINGLE ROOF! 

NOT ONE ROOF LOST TO ANY STORM! 
NO PAY UNTIL JOB IS DONE! 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR FELLOW VETERANS!

St. Lic. # CCC1325522

Our 33rd Year - Over 12,000 Roofs
For Mobile/Manufactured Homes

BEST ROOF - BEST PRICES - GUARANTEED!

LIC#CCC042879

#CCC1330633 D
24
72
SD

Re-roofs/Repairs
Shingles/Metal/Flat

Lic. #CCC1329936

Covenant Roofing and Construction, Inc.

#1 IN ROOFING
FREE ROOF ESTIMATES

352-314-3625

E & M Golf Construction
and Landscape, L.L.C.

 Brick Pavers  Excavating  Concrete 
 Grassing Preparation  Sodding  Drainage

Esteban Gamez, President

eandmgolf@gmail.com 352-531-8640

J.C.C. Bobcat & Tree Svc. Inc.
Land Clearing/Excavating

Fill Dirt/Clay
Hauling/Debris Removal

Stump Grinding
Demolition/Grading/ Driveways

Owner Operator

352-455-7608 D
24
34
SD

Land Clearing
Services

Landscaping & 
Tree Service, LLCAB

 Lawn Care  Palm & Tree Trimming
 Installation / Removal 
 Mulching  Rocks  Sod  Pavers

ABLandscaping04@gmail.com
ABLandscaping04.com
Licensed & Insured

Armando Santamaria, Owner 

352-587-1323

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL
• Assorted Rock & Stone
• Paver Installation/Repair

• Palm and Tree Installation
• Decorative Walls
• Retaining Walls
• Curbing and Mulching
• Sodding and Irrigation
• Seasoned Firewood
• Full Landscaping Needs

FULL GARDEN CENTER
Free Estimates, Senior Discounts
2402 South St., Leesburg

352-516-6936
TED BYRNE Owner Lic/InsD

24
20
SD

A-1 UNITED SERVICES

352-460-3763
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

“One Call Does It All”

LICENSED INSURED

INT. / EXT. PAINTING

HOME REMODELS
ALL PHASES OF PRESSURE CLEANING

AND MUCH MORE!

A-1 UNITED SERVICES

352-460-3763
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

“One Call Does It All”

LICENSED INSURED

Tree 
Services

BAD TREE CALL ME!

27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!
FREE ESTIMATES

Tony The Tree Trimmer

2402 South St., Leesburg

352-516-6936
Senior

Discounts

Tree Removal, Trimming, Canopy Reduction,
Crane Service, Stump Grinding,
Seasoned Firewood - COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER

D2460SD

STUMP GRINDING    
SPECIALIST

STUMP GRINDING
THAT’S ALL WE DO!

352-551-4222

J.C.C. Bobcat & Tree Svc. Inc.
Residential/Commercial

Trimming/Removal
Palms/Hedges/Stump Grinding
Debris removal/Hauling

Fill Dirt/Clay/Grading/Driveways
Lic/Ins • Insurance Work • 24 Hrs.

352-455-7608 D2
46
3S

D

 Upholstery
Services

D
24
70
SD

 Window 
Services

GEORGE WATKINS 

352-587-2735
Window Replacement

Lanai Enclosures
Acrylic Windows

CRC# 1330701

BLIND REPAIRS

No Cost...If We Can’t Fix It!

352-217-7556
exceptionsblinds.com

To have your 

Professional 

Service listed here, 

please contact

 the Classified 

Department at 

(352) 314-3278.

352-396-6238
DAMIAN BROOKS

Damianbrooks80@yahoo.com

You've Tried The Rest...Now Go With The Best! 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
PERFECT CLEANING

Cleaning 
Services

CONCRETE

352.602.8077

Concrete For Less
8x10 Slab $800

10x48 Slab $2600No UPFRONT 
Costs!

Blocking/ Ref./Lic./Ins.
Lic #113336

Phillip 352-504-8372

Includes Concrete & Labor

D
24
24
SD

All Concrete Services
Crack Repair • Free Estimates

Serving Lake County 30 Years
Bonded, Insured, Lic#11066

Call Bob at 352.223.7935

Concrete
Services

CCC 1330633

D
24
53
SD

Construction
Services

Door & Lock
Services

D
24
51
SD

BRIAN DEGAGLIA 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Includes: Forming, Pouring, Stripping, Cutting, & Materials. 
Does Not include stripping of sod or roots, removing of 

concrete, pumping or hauling of debris.

352-267-5723

CRC 1326327

Only Mobile/ 
Manufactured Home
ROOFING
www.AllFloridaRoofs.com

All Florida
Weatherproofing

& Construction, Inc.

FREE VIDEO ROOF INSPECTIONS

1-877.572.1019

352-348-3355

Commercial 
Cleaning

Residential 
Cleaning

Buffing/
 Stripping 

Floors

Advance coatings.inc
Repaint specialist

~interior-exterior
~cabinet resurfacing
~pool decks/stains
~driveways

Mark Mccormick
phone 352 255 0145

licensed & insured

RE-TILE
Specializing in Total Bath & Kitchen Remodeling

Serving Central Florida for over 30 years

352-391-5553

Bath & Kitchen
Services

Landscaping
Services

 Roofing
 Services

Tree 
Services

ROTTED WOOD REPAIR SPECIALIST
Decks, Docks, Porches, Fascia, 

Soffit, Siding, Steps, etc.
Call Bill Talham 352-432-8133

Experienced!
Lic & Ins

FL-CRC#1330576

Goodwin’s
Sprinkler Repairs
That’s all we do! 

State Certified (SCC131152004) 
30 years exp - valves, timers, heads, 

broken pipes, leaks & tuneups  
( 3 5 2 )  7 8 7 - 9 0 0 1

Irrigation
Services

MANUEL HICKS & SONS PAVING

Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured
352-409-0028

Mhickspaving.com

HYDRO JET

PRESSURE WASHING LLC

352-874-2777
COMPETITIVE

PRICING
LICENSED &

INSURED
FREE

ESTIMATES

$20 OFF

A&J’s Property Maintenance
A Full Service Company

352-391-2565
Acrosby8434@Gmail.com

Residential & Commercial
Licensed, Insured, Bonded & FREE ESTIMATES!!!
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2255 GENERAL
EMPLOYMENT

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
Federal and State laws prohibit 
advert ising expressing a  
discriminatory preference on 
the basis of race, age, sex, 
color, national origin, religion, 
handicap or marital status. 
The Daily Commercial will not 
knowingly accept advertisement 
for employment which is in  
violation of the law.

Employment Advertising
Standards of Acceptance

Employment Classifications 
are intended to announce bona 
fide employment offers only. 
Employment advertising must 
disclose the specific nature of 
the work being offered. Some 
employment categories may 
charge fees. If any advertiser 
does not comply with these 
standards, please notify a  
Classified Sales Representative 
at 365-8245 or 365-8200.

2990

This newspaper will never 
knowingly accept advertise-
ment that is illegal or consid-
ered fraudulent. If you have 
questions or doubts about 
any ads on these pages, we 
advise that before responding 
or sending money ahead of 
time, you check with the local 
Attorney General’s Consumer 
Fraud Line and/or the Better 
Business Bureau. Also be 
advised that some phone 
numbers published in these ads 
may require an extra charge. In 
all cases of questionable value, 
such as promises or guaran-
teed income from work-at-
home programs, money to loan, 
etc., if it sounds too good to be 
true — it may in fact be exactly 
that. This newspaper cannot 
be held responsible for any 
negative consequences that 
occur as a result of you doing 
business with these advertisers. 
Thank you.

NOTICES
1000-1999

READER
NOTICE1001

www.dailycommercial.com

W I T H  U S .

E V E R Y T H I N G

Looking for a Handyman?
Check out the

Service Directory
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Looking for a Handyman?
Check out the

Service Directory

8055
Motorcycles

IE 1MTIBSTÂTE "

8110
Autos wanted

8140
AUTOS FOR SALE

9000
HOME & 

Professional 
Service Guide

9660
PLUMBING

9698
Roofing Services

Cash in 
Clutter

TAVARES - Garage sale, Selling 
to the bare walls, Sofa, Chairs, 
Kitchen utensils, Childrens 
games, Area rugs, Much more.

Supplement your budget with a Classified Ad!

ROW IN LAKE COUNTY CM 314-FAST 
- IN SUMTER COUNTY CALL 748-1955

BUY$!!! DAILY COMMERCIAL

SÖfco*
with the

DAILY COMMERCIAL
Add your garage sile to jur Classified Section. it's easy as 1 -2-3! 
Contact Daily Commercial to place your garage sale ad.lu

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
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ACROSS
1 Secure, 

as a 
climbing 
rope 

6 Building 
directory 
site

11 Muscat 
native

12 Concur
13 Pigeon’s 

perch
14 Court 

event
15Take a 

stab at
16 Like 

corsets
18 Freud 

topic
19 “Well, 

that’s 
obvious!”

20 UFO pilots
21 Skilled
23 Fake duck
25 Young 

one
27 Excellent, 

in slang
28 Arab 

leader
30 Director 

Preminger
33 Deplore
34 Acquire
36 Pos

sessed
37 Blow up
39 Ivy 

League 
student

40 Wise 
words

41 Alleviates
43 Patisserie 

array
44 Politician 

Lott
45 Listens 

to
46 T rack 

trials

DOWN
1 Ran off
2 Come 

into 
view

3 Excali- 
bur’s 
bestower

4 Director 
Lee

5 Give up
6 Fastened, 

in a way
7 Shrek, for 

one
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Yesterday’s answer
8 Venice 

nickname
9 Model’s 

asset
10 Puppy 

sounds 
17 Vid. 

counter
part 

22 Low digit 
24Corp. VIP 
26 Striped 

female 
28 Gooey 

treat

29 Beer bash 
need

31 Natural 
gift

32 Lyric 
poets

33 Attain 
35 Comb

compo
nents 

38 Like 
some 
wines 

42 “Right 
you —!”

1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10

11

13 ■
15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 1 34 35 36

37 38 39

40
'

42

43 44

45 46

3-15

TECNAVIA
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Q: I inherited a 
2003 Final 500 Edi-
tion Oldsmobile Aurora 
with 58,000 miles and 
in pretty decent condi-
tion. It has only been 
driven about 300 miles 
in the last five years as 
it sat in a three-sided 
carport. I drive a late 
model SUV full time, 
but I’m thinking of 
using the Olds as a sum-
mer weekend sedan. I 
have a trusted mechanic 
and am wondering 
what type of things I 
should have him check 
out to insure its reliable 
roadworthiness. Flu-
ids, belts, hoses, belts, 
brake lines, etc. Any 
advice would be greatly 
appreciated. My father 
was the original owner 
and there is some senti-
mental value attached.

—Mark S.
A: Your Tech should 

have no problem with 
any of this, but I’ll chip 
in as if this potential 
classic were mine.

I’d approach this 
from three angles: first, 
a comprehensive used 
vehicle inspection in 
order to establish a 
baseline for needed ser-
vice and repairs; second, 
bringing maintenance 
up to date and mileage; 
and, finally, addressing 
possible issues related 
to long-term storage.

With 58,000 miles 
on the clock, the Olds 
should be in pretty good 
mechanical condi-
tion, with the possible 
exception of the bat-
tery, brake wear and 
rotor rust, and belts 
and hoses. A 60,000 
service would take care 
of needed fluid and 
maintenance needs.

As to storage issues, 
I’d certainly flush and 
renew brake fluid, 
remove and replace 
as much fuel as pos-
sible (gas goes stale 
over time), and check 
all four tires for their 
date code. This is a 
four-digit number 
embossed on the side-
wall, the final four digits 
of the tire information 
number. Look for the 
abbreviation “DOT” 
(Department of Trans-
portation). Following 
this will be four charac-
ters; keep going to the 
right to an oval shaped 
area with bullets at each 
end. The date code is the 
final four digits of this 
sequence. For example 
4304 would mean the 
tire was manufac-
tured in the 43rd week 
of 2004. It’s recom-
mended to discard tires 
more than 10 years old. 
If the carport offered 
shade for the tires I 
might be tempted to 
stretch this a bit, if they 
look great otherwise.

Adding a bottle of 
Techron or similar fuel 
system cleaner will help 
to diminish fuel system 
deposits. I’d run a half 
tank of fuel through and 
refill to remove/dilute 
any remaining stale fuel 
before taking any trips 
or strong hill climbs. 
And if you’ll be stor-
ing the car during the 
off-season, how about 
hooking up a battery 
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U N D E R  T H E  H O O D

Returning 
a stored car 
to service: 

What to do

2020 Soul is the best of 
the cute ‘utes’

By Larry Printz 
Tribune News Service

SAN DIEGO — We’re told 
by automakers that Millennials 
would rather cycle, scooter, or 
take the bus than own a car.

The reality is far different: 
they can’t afford a car — new or 
used. Once they can, Millennials 
opt for something fun, some-
thing that enhances their life. 
It must have room for friends, 
family and lifestyle debris. It 
must be able to travel to who 
knows where to do who knows 
what.

And not only must it have an 
audio system loud enough to 
inflict hearing loss, it must also 
be reliable, easy on gas, cheap to 
insure and visually compelling. 
And it helps if it looks vaguely 
like a crossover SUV that’s 
been left in the dryer too long. 
In essence, a cute ute.

The Japanese-market Toyota 
bB, sold stateside as the 2003-
2006 Scion xB, established this 
class, joined shortly thereaf-
ter by the ugly and ungainly 
2003-2011 Honda Element, 

the distinctly odd 2009-2014 
Nissan Cube, the over-caffein-
ated 2011-2017 Nissan Juke and 
— of course — the ever-funky 
Kia Soul, introduced in 2010 in 
advertising featuring human-
sized hip-hop hamsters, a fairly 
disturbing thought once you 
think about it.

Marketed as unambiguous 
boxes of hipness, these reason-
ably priced vehicles resembled 
mobile toasters designed with 
an unexpected impudence. 
But as the sale rack at H&M 
proves, fast fashion possesses 
the lifespan of a lightning bug 
in September. Of the boxes 
mentioned, only the Kia Soul 
remains, now competing 
against a host of less compel-
ling and far more conventional 
entry-level adversaries, includ-
ing the Nissan Kicks, Honda 
HR-V, Ford Eco-Sport, Toyota 
CH-R, Jeep Renegade, Mazda 
CX-3 and Chevrolet Trax 
among others.

But the Kia Soul endures.
It’s the vehicle that endowed 

Kia with a personality that 
its identical corporate cousin 
lacks. Credit design honcho 
Peter Schreyer and his staff for 
making Kia something more 

than brand for those with thin 
wallets. Sure, you might flip 
burgers for a living, but you 
don’t want to be constantly 
reminded of the fact.

And the 2020 Soul is the best 
of the mainstream cute ute 
breed.

Design

While the second generation 
Soul, introduced for 2014, didn’t 
stray far from the corporate 
Habitrail, the 2020 model plays 
the same melody in a different 
key. Its looks are fresh, yet it 
retains the attitude of previous 
models without slavishly mim-
icking them. Its overall stance 
and shape remains the same, 
taking its inspiration from a boar 
with a backpack, according to 
Kia’s PR minions. This means a 
rounded box with slab sides and 
a snub nose accentuated by new 
renditions of Kia’s trademark 
tiger nose grille. Squinty light-
ing now crowns the front end.

Out back, the styling still 
features the appearance of a 
colored panel floating in the 
tailgate, except it’s now framed 
by wider wraparound taillights. 
The only sour note in its styling 

is the bit of black plastic on the 
rear roof pillar that lends the 
illusion of a “floating roof.” This 
odd idea has become a modern-
day styling cliche, a generic bit 
of laziness that adds nothing 
to this car’s styling moxie. Yet 
overall, the 2020 Soul finally 
eschews its cheeky but cheap 
looks, managing to look costlier 

The Kia Soul endures

The 2020 Kia Soul eschews its cheeky but cheap looks, managing to look costlier than it really is. [KIA]

Base prices: 
$17,490-$27,490
Engine: 2.0-liter 
four-cylinder or 1.6-
liter turbocharged 
four-cylinder
Horsepower: 147/132 or 
201/195
Torque: 132/201 
pound-feet
EPA fuel economy (city/
highway): 00
Wheelbase: 102.4 inches
Length: 165.2 inches
Ground clearance: 6.7 
inches
Cargo capacity: 24.2-62.1 
cubic feet
Curb weight: 2,802-3,036 
pounds

2020 Kia Soul Stats

By Scott Sturgis 
Tribune News Service

2019 Subaru Ascent Pre-
mium: price, $36,630 as 
tested. ($34,195 for the trim 
level. $1,460 for Reverse 
Automatic Braking, keyless 
entry and start, and power 
rear gate.)

Conventional wisdom: 
Motor Trend calls it “Three-
row winner.”

Marketer’s pitch: “Take in 
the view.”

Reality: A step up in many 
ways, but some caveats.

What’s new: Everything. 
The Ascent offers three rows 
of Subaru for the growing 
American family needing to 
spread out.

Up to speed: The Ascent 
really offers some oomph, and 
0-60 happens in 7.3 seconds, 
according to Motor Trend. 
The 2.4-liter turbo creates 
260 horsepower but feels like 
more. And the horizontally 
opposed engine setup sounds 
cool doing it.

Shifty-ish: Though the 
Ascent uses a gearless CVT 
to transfer engine power to 
the wheels, Subaru offers 
a manual mode with seven 
steps for drivers to enjoy. The 
paddle shifters — the only way 
to shift — work fairly well.

Automatic mode works 
fine.

On the road: For so long, 

Subarus have gone down in 
my notes as having com-
petent, if not fun, handing. 
Perhaps the people at Subaru 
weren’t happy with this, but 
they should have been.

Because now handling in 
the Ascent — as well as in 
the new-for-2018 Crosstrek 
— feels wifty and uncertain. 
The Ascent is fine on the high-
ways, but take a country lane 
with a few hilly curves and it 
becomes more challenging to 
stay in lane.

Much to be alarmed about: 
The jagged handling is bad 
enough, but the Ascent comes 

with a lane-departure warn-
ing that chimed whenever I 
would drift a bit while trav-
eling above 40 mph. Try as I 
might, I never did figure out 
how to shut it off. (I later 
learned there’s a button near 
the rearview mirror.) This is 
a pain in construction zones, 
when easing left or right to 
avoid an obstacle, or when-
ever the sensor feels like being 
an obnoxious nanny.

The EyeSight program does 
offer some nifty features, 
though, including lights that 
tell you when you’ve drifted 
to one side or another, or to 

slow down, or when the cruise 
is spotting a car ahead.

On the downside, cruise 
control won’t work when 
there’s no radar, for instance 
because of gummed-up sen-
sors. Bummer.

And little things like land-
scape plants activate the 
sensors. Reverse Automatic 
Braking slammed the brakes 
on so hard in my driveway 
that even my wife was star-
tled. (And, of course, I got 
that look. “Oh, sure, blame 
the car.”)

Friends and stuff: Subaru is 
pretty unaccustomed to three 
rows, but it has scored one 
big success: Legroom in the 
compact three-row Ascent is 
actually fairly generous. At 5 
feet 10 inches, I can sit com-
fortably in all three rows, at 
least leg-wise. And there’s 
even room for eight, depend-
ing on the configuration.

Headroom in the third row, 
though, is among the worst 
I’ve tested, as my head presses 
flat against the ceiling without 
trying. And that third row is 
really close to the rear hatch 
glass.

And standard cloth seats 
make cleanup pretty chal-
lenging, not what you’d 
expect from a Subaru.

In back, 17.8 cubic feet is 
available for luggage and 86.5 

2019 Ascent takes Subaru to new heights

The 2019 Subaru Ascent is a new three-row crossover with much to 
recommend it, but the devil can be in the details. [SUBARU]

See SERVICE,  C2

See KIA,  C2

See SUBARU,  C2
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According to the NHSTA, 25 percent
of the vehicles on the road have a
unrepaired recall.

AUTOMOTIVE
AUTO BITS

Volvo putting a top-speed
limit on all its vehicles

Those who were hop-
ing to drive their Volvo
at high speeds, which
in the U.S. means find-
ing a track, will be out of
luck come next year.

The automaker
announced it will be lim-
iting all its vehicles to
a top speed of 112 mph
starting in 2020.

Volvo already has a
reputation for being
safety-conscious, and
speeding is a big danger.
The announcement of this
new speed limit is a part of
Vision 2020, which
has the goal of seeing
no one killed or seri-
ously injured in new
Volvos by 2020.

Although advanced
safety technologies play a
part in keeping drivers
safe, Volvo says
it’s not enough.

Rather than simply creat-
ing more technologically
advanced cars that help
prevent accidents, Volvo
is focusing on chang-
ing driver behaviors.

“Volvo is a leader in
safety: we always have been
and we always will be,” said
Hakan Samuelsson, presi-
dent and chief executive.

“Because of our research
we know where the prob-
lem areas are when it
comes to ending serious
injuries and fatalities in
our cars. And while a speed
limitation is not a cure-
all, it’s worth doing if we
can even save one life.”

— Nicole Wake/
BestRide.com

ByGreg Zyla
More Content Now

Entry price: $25,070
Price as tested: $43,115

This week, we’re driv-
ing Buick’s new generation
2019 Regal GS, with the
“GS” taxonomy standing
for “Gran Sport.” Built in
Russelsheim, Germany, our
tester features standard
fully electronic all wheel
drive (AWD), lighter and
stronger rear multi-link
suspension components
and the expected GS per-
formance upgrades.

Dating back to the first
ever Regal in 1973, today’s
Regal is a real beauty and
features both four-door
sedans and a cool look-
ing station wagon called
Regal TourX. So be it the
Gran Sport, an entry Buick
Sportback or top grade
Regal Avenir, this line is
still a popular choice for
those who still like midsize
cars.

Buick’s GS heritage
also deserves note as car
collectors agree the leg-
endary Buick Skylark Gran
Sport muscle cars made
a big splash during the
days of high horsepower
and boulevard cruising.
Built from 1965-1972,
these Gran Sport models
are still beloved and very
collectible, especially the
magnificent 1970 Buick
GSX that touted a 455-inch
V8 and 510 lb. ft. of torque.

Starting at $25,070 in
Sportback front drive
format, non-GS Regals

come standard across the
line with 4-cylinder engines
and either 8- or 9-speed
automatic transmissions.
However, on GS models,
all-wheel-drive and the
3.6-liter V6 are both stan-
dard fare as no 4-cylinder or
front-drive is available. This
V6 delivers 310 horsepower
and 282 lb. ft. of torque
and mates to a special GS
specific 9-speed automatic
transmission the results in
19 city and 27 highway EPA
fuel mileage estimates.

If you want AWD and
insist on a 4-cylinder, Buick
offers several Regal models
with the turbocharged,
high-output Ecotec 2.0-
liter engines delivering 250
horsepower and 260 lb. ft.
of torque. These Regals offer

good AWD EPA numbers at
21 city and 29 highway while
the front-drive only Regal
with the 4-cylinder deliv-
ers 22 city and 32 highway.
(If you live in warm climate,
the 4-cylinder front-drive
Regal is a fine choice).

On the road, Gran Sport’s
AWD suspension works
well and the added traction
pays dividends in snowy
weather climates. All GS
models come with 19-inch
Continental tires on sporty
alloy wheels and drivers
can select their GS steer-
ing response, suspension
and other driving dynamics
with three interactive drive
control settings of Touring,
Sport and GS. Surprising
is no GS paddle shifters are
available.

The Regal cabin is really
slick and features GS spe-
cific trim, aluminum alloy
pedals, keyless entry and
start, tilt and telescopic
steering, premium info-
tainment stereo system,
USB ports, Bluetooth,
dual zone air, Sirius XM
Satellite, On-Star, heated
steering wheel, and much
more.

In summary, the 2019
Buick Regal in any style is a
fine car.

Likes: Looks, AWD
abilities, cargo space, Gran
Sport legend.

Dislikes: Only two red
caliper Brembo disc brakes,
current V6 could use more
ponies.

Test Drive: 2019 Buick Regal

2019 Buick Regal [BUICK]

than it really is.

Practicality

The new wardrobe lends 
it a larger look. And while its 
wheelbase grows 1.2 inches, 
and overall length expands 
2.2 inches, width remains 
unchanged. This allows for a 
spacious cabin, with a com-
manding seating position, 
particularly in the rear seat. As 
before, headroom is impres-
sive — so if you have a bouffant 
hairdo, this is your ride. There’s 
also a generous 24.2 cubic foot 
cargo hold that expands to 62.1 
cubic feet with the rear seats 
folded.

The inside story

The Soul’s interior ambience 
is about what you’d expect for 
the price. There are soft touch 
points just where you’d want 
them. As before, interior accent 
lighting can be set to pulse with 
the audio system’s music, 
although now the lighting has 
been added to the door handles 
and speaker grilles. Sweet.

A 7.0-inch infotainment 
touchscreen is standard and 
includes Bluetooth, Android 
Auto and Apple CarPlay. 
Spendier EX and GT models 
have a 10.3-inch display pro-
viding space for up to 10 apps. 
Tucked ahead of the trans-
mission shifter is a small space 
with 12-volt outlets and USB 
ports. You can add Qi wireless 
charging to it, making it the per-
fect place to recharge wireless 
devices. Kia also offers a head-
up display that projects crucial 
information, such as speed, 
onto a pop-up panel that pops 
out on top of the instrument 
cluster.

That said, deciding on a model 
has become more complicated 
now that Kia offers the Soul 
in double the number of trim 
levels for 2020, including LX, S, 

GT-Line, X-Line, EX and GT-
Line Turbo.

Behind the wheel

Except for the GT-Line 
Turbo, an Atkinson-cycle 2.0-
liter four-cylinder engine with 
147 horsepower and 132 pound-
feet of torque is standard. It’s 
mated to a continuously vari-
able automatic transmission, 
although a six-speed dual 
clutch transmission is available 
on base LX models. Top-shelf 
GT-Line Turbos get a turbo-
charged 1.6-liter four-cylinder 
and seven-speed dual-clutch 
automatic transmission that 
generates 201 horsepower 
and 195 pound-feet of torque. 
Front-wheel drive is standard; 
all-wheel drive is not offered.

Most buyers will be satisfied 
with the performance of the 
base 2.0-liter engine, which 
furnishes enough power, only 
becoming a little winded on hills 
— although the transmission 
makes up for it. The transmis-
sion shifts unobtrusively, and 
never allows the engine to rev 
too high, like many continu-
ously variable transmissions. It 
will also imitate a conventional 
six-speed automatic, although 
this seems more gimmicky than 
helpful. Enthusiasts should 
consider the GT-Line Turbo. 
It’s extra horsepower and dual 
clutch gearbox delivers more 
fun, even if it suffers from a bit 
of turbo lag. Nevertheless, it will 
sinfully seduce your soul into 

flogging the Soul with unremit-
ting passion.

Regardless of which model 
you choose, you’ll find that 
it’s not ultimate power that 
makes the Soul so impressive, 
it’s the vehicle’s nuance and 
poise. Easy to drive smoothly, it 
remains poised without undue 
body motions, thanks to excel-
lent bump absorption and body 
lean that’s held in check while 
cornering. The numb steering 
is nicely weighted and precise, 
and brakes are light in feel but 
progressive in action. Even with 
the base powertrain, there’s 
little to no road or tire noise, let 
alone engine noise.

There are luxury crossovers 
that don’t behave this well. It’s 
a superlative performance, one 
that was once unthinkable in a 
Kia. Credit R&D chief Albert 
Biermann, who formerly ran 
BMW’s M performance divi-
sion. Biermann, who oversaw 
this car’s engineering, has 
brought his touch to a number 
of Kia products, including the 
new Stinger and K900.

Closing thoughts

Its performance is a transfor-
mative trait, one that makes the 
Kia Soul more than one-trick 
hamster. It’s a superb entry-
level subcompact crossover, 
one with the features and ath-
leticism that belie its price. And 
as a design statement, it smartly 
stands apart at a price that won’t 
break the bank.

KIA
From Page C1

Regardless of which model you choose, you’ll fi nd that it’s not 
ultimate power that makes the 2020 Kia Soul so impressive, it’s the 
vehicle’s nuance and poise. [KIA]

behind the first row.
Play some tunes: For so 

long, my stereo reviews 
have been pretty positive, 
to the point where I wor-
ried I was starting to lose 
my touch — or my hearing.

Unfortunately for the 
Ascent, this old kid is still 
alright. The sound from 
this stereo unit is accept-
able when I’m listening to 
any old song, but I want my 
favorites to be played just 
so. Maybe it works great for 
the rap set, but those of us 
still stuck on jangly guitars 
are still paying the bills.

And changing the con-
trols? Oy. Bass, treble, and 
midrange controls involve 
touchscreen sliders, so 
Ascent drivers better really 
appreciate the sound while 
the vehicle is in motion. 
Changing them on the high-
way can be hazardous to 
your health. Fortunately, 
dials control volume and 

tuning.
Information, please: 

Standard trip computers 
are among the most useful 
inventions to come along in 
the past 10 years or so. But 
Subaru plunks down its old 
LCD trip computer at the 
top of this all-new SUV’s 
dashboard.

What’s worse, the miles 
remaining figure changes 
only in 10-mile incre-
ments,  and these are 
ludicrously unrealistic. I 
filled the Ascent tank, had 
310 miles remaining, then 
had 320 miles a mile later, 
then dropped to 260 miles 
after a 25-mile drive. And 
I was driving as I’d driven 
the previous 250 miles, so it 
wasn’t due to unfamiliarity 
with my typical consump-
tion. On another occasion, I 
started with 190 miles, and 
dropped to 80 miles after an 
80-mile round trip.

Fuel economy: I averaged 
about 21 mpg in the usual 
round of testing.

Where it’s built: Lafay-
ette, Ind.

How it’s built: Consumer 
Reports predicts its reliabil-
ity to be a four out of five.

SUBARU
From Page C1

tender and giving the 
fuel a dose of Sta-Bil?

I have probably over-
killed on things a bit, but 
the idea is to be able to 
truly enjoy your father’s 
Oldsmobile — a dark 
cherry beauty — one 
of the final cars of a 35 
million vehicle run!

Q: I saw your response 
in the paper to a person 
who was having prob-
lems with mice under the 
hood of their car. I had 
this problem and set rat 
and mouse traps under 

the car and caught critters 
every few days. Someone 
told me to place a light 
under the car on a timer 
so it would be on at night. 
I have not caught a crit-
ter in two years. This 
solved my problem, so I 
hope is of help to you.

—Wes H.
A:
Thanks Wes! Perhaps 

a 120V corded, water-
proof LED worklight.

Brad Bergholdt is an auto-
motive technology instruc-
tor at Evergreen Valley 
College in San Jose, Calif. 
Readers may send him 
email at bradbergholdt@
gmail.com; he cannot 
make personal replies.

SERVICE
From Page C1
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MOVIES&TV

STAY TUNED

‘The Fix’ reframes a familiar story

MOVIE REVIEW

SXSW MOVIE REVIEW

On cable, it’s the
return of a fan
favorite, while

broadcast channels and
streaming services pre-
miere new dramas.

Dispatches:Weekly
TVnews

• Lifetime’s “Patsy &
Loretta” will focus on
music legend Patsy Cline
and country music icon
Loretta Lynn and is set to
star Megan Hilty (“Smash”)
as Cline and Grammy-
winner Jessie Mueller as
Lynn. Oscar-winning
writer Callie Khouri,
who created the series
“Nashville,” will direct.

• James Bond is kicking
off spring on Paramount
Network. The weeklong
“007 Mission Mara-
thon” starts March 18.

• Four years ago, The
Chuck Lorre Family Foun-
dation (TCLFF) created the
first university scholar-
ship endowment named
after a television show. The
Big Bang Theory Scholar-
ship Endowment at UCLA
originally funded five
annual scholarships for
undergraduate students
in the fields of Science,
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics
(STEM). To celebrate the
end of the TV series, which
is May 16, TCLFF has
doubled its endowment.

Contenders: Shows to
keep on your radar

• “Project Runway” is
making it work on its origi-
nal network, Bravo, with
new host Karlie Kloss, new
mentor Christian Siriano
(I’ll miss you Tim Gunn!)
and two new judges.

• “Shrill” (March 15,
Hulu) stars Aidy Bry-
ant (“SNL”) as Annie, an
overweight woman who
wants to change her life
but not her body all while
managing bad boyfriends,
a sick parent and a chal-
lenging boss. Based on
Lindy West’s book, the
show’s premise - a shy,
fat woman learns to assert
herself, is lifted by Bry-
ant’s strong performance.

• Kansas City gets a taste
of the Fab Five in the third
season premiere of “Queer
Eye” (March 15, Netflix).
Antoni, Bobby, Jonathan,
Karamo and Tan return
to transform the fashion
challenged with their like-
able brand of self-love.

• Will the uneasy alliance
of Bobby Axelrod (Damian
Lewis), Chuck Rhoades
(Paul Giamatti) and Wendy
Rhoades (Maggie Siff) hold
as they work to destroy
their enemies? Find out on
the season four premier
of “Billions” (March 17,
Showtime, 9 p.m. ET/PT).

• New drama “The Fix”
(March 18, ABC, 8 p.m.
ET/PT) follows Maya
Travis (Robin Tunney).
The character is not unlike
Marcia Clark, who is
associated with the failed
prosecution of O.J. Simp-
son, which makes sense
because Clark is executive
producer and co-writer.

• Neighbors as fam-
ily is the theme of NBC’s
new drama “The Village”
(March 19, 10 p.m. ET/
PT). The action focuses
on a group of people who
live in the same Brook-
lyn apartment building.

• Rob Lowe hits the
small screen to host a new
competition series that
focuses on mental agility.
Contestants on “Men-
tal Samurai” (March 19,
Fox, 9 p.m. ET/PT) must
answer questions correctly
in categories of knowl-
edge, memory, puzzles and
sequencing while being
physically transported
in a capsule around the
show’s set at high speeds.

Report Card: Ratings
winners and losers

Winners: “The Black-
list” has been renewed
for a seventh season.

Losers: Showtime has
cancelled “SMILF.”

New drama “The Fix” (March
18, ABC, 8 p.m. ET/PT) follows
L.A. District Attorney Maya
Travis (Robin Tunney), who
returns to her former office to
prosecute a murderous movie
star who she failed to win a
conviction against eight years
earlier. [ABC]

MelissaCrawley

By JoeGross
More Content Now

If you had to make up
a movie role to fulfill
the mandate of “Most
Matthew McConaughey
Character Ever,” you
would likely come up
with something very like
Moondog, the loopy,
hard-drinking-and-
drugging titular charac-
ter in Harmony “Spring
Breakers” Korine’s
oddball flick “The Beach
Bum,” which hits the-
aters in a couple weeks.

Complete with
stringy, half-blonde
hair, impossibly ugly
flip-up sunglasses and
a penchant for what
I think are women’s
silk-and-fur robes,
Moondog is Wooderson
of “Dazed and Con-
fused” cranked to 11
and transported from
‘70s Texas to contem-
porary Florida, where
all manner of wealthy
debauchery takes place
in the water between
the Keys and Miami.

If it floats, you
can party on it.

But then, it helps to
have a lot of money,
which Moondog does.
Well, maybe HE doesn’t,
but his wife Minnie
(Isla Fisher) has about a
hundred million dollars,
so Minnie spends most
of her time with a rap-
per pal named Lingerie
(Snoop Dogg as Snoop
Dogg) while Moondog
sexes and drugs him-
self (man, there’s a lot
of weed in this movie)
into sun-dappled,

color-saturated obliv-
ion. As Moondog notes
to the missus, “I’m a
bottom-feeder, baby.
I gotta go low to get
high,” which pretty
well sum up the entire
flick. (Did I mention
the volume of weed?)

Meanwhile his liter-
ary agent (Jonah Hill
with a baffling Louisiana
accent) would really like
Moondog to finish his
next collection of poems,
but eh, neither party
seems all that worried.

Nobody seems wor-
ried about anything
in this bonkers flick.
Completely with Jimmy
Buffett in tow, Korine
has made a semi-impro-
vised-seeming tone...
poem (I guess that’s the
right word) about the
indulgent oddness of the
rich and/or bohemian
at the edge of Florida.

There’s barely a
plot in this thing.

McConaughey, who is
in virtually every frame,
is really the only rea-
son to see “The Beach
Bum.” McConnanerds
will love it, it’s likely
everyone else will be
scratching their heads.

‘The Beach Bum’
might be the ultimate
role for McConaughey

Our hero, “The Beach
Bum.” [CONTRIBUTED BY NEON]

ByEdSymkus
More Content Now

If anything about “Glo-
ria Bell” seems familiar
to you, it probably means
that you’re a connois-
seur of South American
cinema, specifically of
Chile, and that you likely
saw the 2013 film “Gloria”
at your local art house.

In an unusual move,
that well-received film,
written and directed by
Chilean auteur Sebastian
Lelio, has been rewrit-
ten and re-directed by
him, now in English, with
its setting relocated from
Santiago to Los Ange-
les, and its lead roles
now handled by Julianne
Moore — the title charac-
ter — and John Turturro.

It’s a busy movie, with
Gloria Bell, a divorced
insurance adjuster and
mother of two adult chil-
dren trying her best to stay
occupied, even if it means
settling into a life of repeti-
tion. She keeps going to the
same disco club, hoping to
find a dance partner, but
usually drinking alone. She
regularly calls her kids, but
they’re too busy to meet up
with her. She chats with a
sassy friend at work, but
the discussion always ends
up being about her friend’s
dissatisfaction with the job.

But don’t feel bad for
Gloria. Yes, there’s a
longing for meaning-
ful companionship, but
there are other friends to
visit — couples, of course.
There’s a doctor who tells
her she’ll need eyedrops for
the rest of her life. There’s
a stray cat that keeps
breaking into and hang-
ing out at her apartment.
Her mom (Holland Taylor)
is nearby by so there are
lunch dates. There’s her
car radio, with which she
sings along to every pop
song it plays. She seems to
be fine with the mundane.

Besides, there are ways
to get together with her
kids. She can go visit her
son Peter (Michael Cera),
who’s always home with
his new baby, explaining
that his wife is “finding
herself in the desert” or is
just away without suffi-
cient explanation. She can
take one of the yoga classes
that her daughter Anne
(Caren Pistorius) teaches,
but Anne can’t stay around

afterward because she must
run off to see her Swedish
boyfriend who is — wait for
it — a professional surfer.

But then, one night at
the club, she makes eye
contact with Arnold (John
Turturro), a new face
on the scene, who has a
pretty good opening line.
They talk, they drink, they
dance, they let each other
know they’re divorced, and
she goes home with him.

So, it’s a busy movie. But
nothing of much signifi-
cance happens. It consists
of little slices of Gloria’s
life. She’s affable, the
kind of person you want
nice things to happen to.
Alas, Arnold isn’t exactly
a nice thing. No, he’s not
an abuser or a thief, noth-
ing like that. He’s a victim,
one of his own making,
who can’t get away from
the suffocating family he
left ... or was left by: A wife
we learn nothing about,
and two adult daughters
who can’t handle even
the simplest of problems,
who constantly call him,
demanding his help, often
when he’s with Gloria.
And he always goes. He
also leaves Gloria, unan-
nounced, if he’s uncom-
fortable. And even though
they appear to be right for
each other, it’s never long
before he’s uncomfortable.

Which is when he ups
and vanishes, one time
after saying, in a restau-
rant, “I’ll be right back.”

What’s poor Gloria to
do? She’s strong. Arnold
is pathetic. Gloria gains
our sympathy, yet she
keeps being used as if she
were a doormat. So, is she
pathetic, too? The linger-
ing question is how are we
supposed to feel about her?

Or maybe the trick is just
to watch her, to eavesdrop
on her life. There’s nothing
very funny or very dramatic

going on. The film is not
plot-driven. But there
are great performances
from everyone, and if the
film is about anything,
it’s about acting, about
strong actors portraying
appealing — and not-so-
appealing — characters.
Two things are certain
about Gloria. We like her
and she’s going to be OK.

Ed Symkus writes about
movies forMore Content
Now. He can be reached
at esymkus@rcn.com.

Spend some quality
time with ‘Gloria Bell’

Arnold (John Turturro) and Gloria (Julianne Moore) attempt to
jumpstart their romance in Las Vegas. [A24]

‘Gloria Bell’

Written and directed by
Sebastian Lelio
With Julianne Moore and John
Turturro
Rated R
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DEAR ABBY: My brother 
and sister-in-law recently 
told me their 5-year-old 
son claims my 9-year-old 
son touched him inap-
propriately on several 
occasions. Understanding 
that any parent believes 
what their child says, I 
asked my son if he has 
ever touched or done 
anything inappropriate to 
anyone. His response was, 
"Why would I do that?" 

My husband and I 
asked our son about it on 
several different occa-
sions and got the same 
answer. Not wanting to 
pressure him to the point 
of coercion and force him 
to admit to something he 
did not do, I accepted his 
denials. 

My brother and his wife 
are convinced my son 
did these heinous things 
to their son. What more 
is there for me to do? My 
son and I are now being 
shunned and barred 
from being around any 
of my brother's kids. -- 
SHUNNED IN COLORADO

DEAR SHUNNED: A 
young child might make 
a statement like the one 
your nephew did to get 

attention, get the other 
child in trouble OR be-
cause he is being touched 
inappropriately by some-
one else. This certainly 
bears further exploration, 
and the people who 
should do that are your 
brother and his wife. 

If your son ends up 
being guilty, then you 
and your husband must 
investigate where this 
behavior came from and 
get him professional help. 
Until this is resolved, the 
children should be kept 
apart.

DEAR ABBY: The 
other day, I was checking 
numbers on my contacts 
list in my phone. It has 
been years since I purged 
any, so I sent out a few 
texts with just the per-
son's name. Later, I woke 
up around 3 a.m. and 
couldn't get back to sleep, 
so I checked my social 

media. 
I returned two emails, 

then saw I had a response 
to one of my texts which 
read, "???" So I texted back 
my name. Next thing I 
knew, my phone was ring-
ing. It was an acquain-
tance from years ago. I 
answered, even though I 
could have let it go into 
voicemail, because I 
didn't want to be rude. 
However, the last thing 
I wanted to do was have 
a 3 a.m. conversation 
with this person -- or any 
person, for that matter. 

In my opinion, a phone 
call is different from 
a text. Calling me at 3 
a.m. was inappropriate, 
bordering on rude. The 
other person contends I 
shouldn't have texted that 
late if I didn't want to talk. 
I have put this matter of 
contemporary communi-
cation etiquette out there, 
and the feedback I'm 
receiving on the subject 
is divided. What do you 
think? -- TEXT ETIQUETTE 
IN THE SOUTH

DEAR TEXT ETIQUETTE: 
What I think is that YOU 
owe the person an apol-
ogy for having disturbed 

him or her in the wee 
hours of the morning and, 
while you're at it, explain 
that you didn't think your 
text would be seen until 
after sunup.

DEAR ABBY: I get my 
hair done at the local 
beauty school. When I 
pay, there is no room 
on the bill to leave a tip. 
Is it OK not to tip these 
people because they are 
in school, or should I plan 
on bringing cash with me 
next time? -- WONDERING 
IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR WONDERING: 
If you like the service 
the student performed, 
show your gratitude (and 
respect!) by bringing 
along enough money 
to tip him or her. That's 
what I would do, as long 
as there is no school rule 
that forbids it.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.

How to play: Fill in the 
blank squares with the  
numbers 1 through 9 so that 
each horizontal row, vertical  
column and nine-square  
sub-grid contains no repeat-
ed numbers.

Puzzles range in difficulty 
from one to six stars.

The solution to today’s 
puzzle will be in tomorrow’s 
paper.

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

›› BRIDGE

›› CRYPTOQUOTE
›› HOROSCOPES

›› TODAY IN HISTORY

DIVERSIONS
Child’s accusations against cousin cause rift in family

PERK UP WITH
HOME DELIVERY

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

CALL 352-787-0600 
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DAILYCOMMERCIAL.COM

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR 
FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 2019:

 This year, you can count 
on your sixth sense coming 
through for you. At first, 
you might find it difficult 
to follow through on a 
“feeling.” The more you do 
it, the greater your trust 
becomes with your hunch-
es. If single, you break a 
pattern and open up to a 
new emotional level. As 
this year comes to a con-
clusion, a new loved one 
could heat up your days 
and nights. If attached, 
you feel more connected to 
your sweetie than ever be-
fore. Let your caring flow. 
CANCER connects to you 
on a deep level.

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 
19) You might be over-
whelmed by all that you 
want to accomplish on the 
home front. Don’t worry 
so much. Instead, simply 
flow through the ups and 
downs of your day. Look 
at situations from other 
perspectives. 

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 
20) You could be quite 
taken aback by a conver-
sation that is personal or 

becomes too intimate for 
your taste. Establish your 
limits, knowing what feels 
right. A discussion around 
an investment and funds 
could prove fortunate. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 
20) Be aware of the costs 
of continuing as you have. 
Honor your budget; don’t 
go overboard. You could 
be tired of continuing the 
fast pace, even if you like 
excitement and change. Go 
for more organization and 
self-discipline. 

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 
22) You have the ability to 
change directions and get 
a better sense of others. 
You adjust well to change. 
Tossing yourself into a new 
situation, cycle or group 
invigorates you. Do not 
hesitate to venture in a new 
direction. 

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22) 
You are able to make a big 
difference, far more than 
you thought possible. You 
might need to pull back 
and take some much-need-
ed rest. Use this period to 
rev up your energy. You will 
need it! 

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 

22) Zero in on a friend-
ship and what you want 
from this situation. You 
could have a very special 
day when you see the end 
results of just socializing. 
You might want to be more 
responsive to a friend or a 
loved one. 

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22) 
Take your time deciding. 
You could be tired and not 
ready to handle any major 
issues. Lasso your mind 
and reach out for someone 
who can share your flights 
of fancy. 

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 
21) Reach out for someone 
at a distance. He or she 
might not be as responsive 
as you would like. Clearly, 
manipulation is not the an-
swer. Use your ingenuity to 
open up the conversation. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 

22-DEC. 21) Relate on a 
one-on-one level. You will 
accomplish the lion’s share 
of work today, as your fo-
cus will be on finances and 
a partnership. A domestic 
question might be on the 
table. 

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-
JAN. 19) Defer to others. 
You cannot take the lead 
in all matters. Open up to 
new possibilities through 
another person’s ideas. 
Be willing to express what 
might seem like a far out 
premonition. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 
18) Pace yourself. You 
could be too tired to con-
tinue the frenetic pace you 
have been on. Perhaps it is 
time to schedule a massage 
or indulge in some other 
type of indulgence.     

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 
20) Your imagination 
works overtime. Before you 
know it, you have come 
up with an idea that might 
strike others as undoable, 
but actually can be mani-
fested by the right person. 
Your sensitivity to possibil-
ities will allow you to work 
with this concept.     
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TODAY IS FRIDAY, MARCH 
15, the 74th day of 2019. There 
are 291 days left in the year.

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHT IN 
HISTORY:

On March 15, 44 B.C., Roman 
dictator Julius Caesar was 
assassinated by a group of 
nobles that included Brutus 
and Cassius.

ON THIS DATE:

In 1937, America's first 
hospital blood bank was 
opened at Cook County 
Hospital in Illinois.

In 1944, during World 
War II, Allied bombers again 
raided German-held Monte 
Cassino.

In 1956, the Lerner and 
Loewe musical play "My Fair 
Lady," based on Bernard 

Shaw's "Pygmalion," opened 
on Broadway.

In 1977, the U.S. House 
of Representatives began a 
90-day closed-circuit test 
to determine the feasibility 
of showing its sessions on 
television. 

In 1985, the first internet 
domain name, symbolics.
com, was registered by the 

Symbolics Computer Corp. of 
Massachusetts.

In 1998, CBS' "60 Min-
utes" aired an interview with 
former White House em-
ployee Kathleen Willey, who 
said President Bill Clinton 
had made unwelcome sexual 
advances toward her in the 
Oval Office in 1993, a charge 
denied by the president. 

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR
ABBÏ

JACQUELINE, 
BIGAR
BIGAR’S
STARS
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4 2 5 8 7 9
8 2 7 5

5 4
7 1 3 2 9 6

2 9 4 3 5 8
1 5

5 7 2 4
1 7 6 5 3 2

Fill in the squares so that each row. column, and 
3-by-3 box contain the numbers 1 through 9.

3 1 7 6 5 9 4 2 8
2 6 9 8 1 4 5 3 7
8 5 4 3 7 2 6 9 1
6 8 5 9 2 3 7 1 4
7 9 1 5 4 6 3 8 2
4 2 3 1 8 7 9 5 6
1 3 8 7 6 5 2 4 9
9 7 2 4 3 8 1 6 5
5 4 6 2 9 1 8 7 3

Bidding quiz

You are South, both sides vulner
able. The bidding has been:
East South West North 
1 + Dble Pass 1V 
Pass ?

What would you bid now with 
each of the following five hands?

1. ♦ AKJ5 V Q63 ♦ AJ4 ♦ 952
2. ♦ Q84 V KQ72 ♦ AQJ93 ♦ 6
3. * AQ93 V Q5 ♦ AJ84 ♦ AJ9
4. ♦ AK1064 f  K.J92 ♦ KJ9 ♦ 9
5. * AK5 V AQ94 ♦ KQJ82 ♦ 2

* * *
1. Pass. A takeout double shows 

the values for an opening bid, but the 
range of strength may extend from 
12 or 13 points to more than 20. 
Also, distributional features may 
range from poor, as in this hand, to 
very good, as in some of the suc
ceeding hands.

The doubler has an obligation to 
identify the nature of his hand after 
partner responds to the double. With 
minimum values — 13 to 15 points 
— he passes if partner has made a 
non-jump response. With this hand, 
therefore, South should not bid again. 
If he were to continue bidding, he 
would be implying values in excess 
of a minimum double.

2. Two hearts. The player who 
responds to the double (in this case, 
North) may have a very weak hand, 
since he is merely obeying partner’s 
command that he bid. The doubler 
therefore has to tread gingerly when 
deciding what to do next.

Here, South can afford to bid two 
hearts, not on the basis of his high 
cards, which are close to minimum, 
but on the basis of his distribution, 
which is reasonably good. Four 
trumps and the singleton club, as 
well as the strong diamond suit, are 
trick-taking features that pull the 
hand out of the minimum class and 
justify a further bid. The single raise 
is mildly invitational and shows 16 
to 18 points (including distribution).

3.  One notrump. This indicates a 
hand a bit too strong for an original 
one-notrump overcall with at least 
one stopper in opener’s suit.

4. Three hearts. Here you have 
only 15 high-card points, but the 
chances of making game with this 
hand are far better than those in the 
preceding 18-point hand.

The way to gauge such hands is 
not by point count but by the proba
ble number of winning tricks. Thus, 
if partner has as little as five hearts to 
the queen and the queen of dia
monds, there is an excellent chance 
of making four hearts. The three- 
heart bid (highly invitational) asks 
partner to carry on to game with val
ues of this sort.

5. Four hearts. Here, the chance 
of making 10 tricks is so good that 
you bid game yourself rather than 
risk partner’s passing a lesser bid. If 
partner has nothing but five hearts to 
the jack, there is a reasonable chance 
of making 10 tricks.

Tomorrow: A difficult decision.
£;2019 King Features Syndicale Inc.

A X Y D L B A A X R  
i s L O N G F E L L O W  

O n e  letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two 0’s, etc. Single letters, 

ipostrophes, the length and formation of the words 
ire all hints. Each day the code letters are different
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type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 068  0x1f "D"
Val = 069  0x1c "E"
Val = 073  0x1e "I"
Val = 078  0x18 "N"
Val = 079  0x19 "O"
Val = 082  0x1b "R"
Val = 083  0x1a "S"
Val = 086  0x1d "V"

[FONT]
name = "IbisDisplayComp-Bold"
fullName = "XFYJHH+IbisDisplayComp-Bold"
nameDescendant = "IbisDisplayComp-Bold"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x18 " "
Val = 067  0x1f "C"
Val = 097  0x17 "a"
Val = 099  0x16 "c"
Val = 100  0x1b "d"
Val = 101  0x10 "e"
Val = 102  0x0e "f"
Val = 103  0x11 "g"
Val = 104  0x1e "h"
Val = 105  0x1d "i"
Val = 108  0x1c "l"
Val = 109  0x0d "m"
Val = 110  0x12 "n"
Val = 111  0x13 "o"
Val = 114  0x0f "r"
Val = 115  0x19 "s"
Val = 116  0x14 "t"
Val = 117  0x15 "u"
Val = 121  0x0c "y"
Val = 146  0x1a "™"

[FONT]
name = "Tempo-HeavyCondensed"
fullName = "XFYJHH+Tempo-HeavyCondensed"
nameDescendant = "Tempo-HeavyCondensed"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 033  0x21 "!"
Val = 045  0x2d "-"
Val = 046  0x2e "."
Val = 048  0x30 "0"
Val = 050  0x32 "2"
Val = 051  0x33 "3"
Val = 053  0x35 "5"
Val = 054  0x36 "6"
Val = 055  0x37 "7"
Val = 056  0x38 "8"
Val = 065  0x41 "A"
Val = 066  0x42 "B"
Val = 067  0x43 "C"
Val = 068  0x44 "D"
Val = 069  0x45 "E"
Val = 072  0x48 "H"
Val = 073  0x49 "I"
Val = 075  0x4b "K"
Val = 076  0x4c "L"
Val = 077  0x4d "M"
Val = 079  0x4f "O"
Val = 080  0x50 "P"
Val = 082  0x52 "R"
Val = 083  0x53 "S"
Val = 084  0x54 "T"
Val = 085  0x55 "U"
Val = 086  0x56 "V"
Val = 087  0x57 "W"
Val = 089  0x59 "Y"

[FONT]
name = "PoynterAgateZero-Cond"
fullName = "XFYJHH+PoynterAgateZero-Cond"
nameDescendant = "PoynterAgateZero-Cond"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x13 " "
Val = 044  0x0f ","
Val = 046  0x14 "."
Val = 048  0x09 "0"
Val = 049  0x0c "1"
Val = 050  0x0a "2"
Val = 053  0x0b "5"
Val = 057  0x08 "9"
Val = 067  0x1a "C"
Val = 068  0x1f "D"
Val = 070  0x11 "F"
Val = 077  0x0e "M"
Val = 097  0x1e "a"
Val = 099  0x15 "c"
Val = 100  0x10 "d"
Val = 101  0x17 "e"
Val = 104  0x0d "h"
Val = 105  0x1d "i"
Val = 108  0x1c "l"
Val = 109  0x18 "m"
Val = 111  0x19 "o"
Val = 114  0x16 "r"
Val = 121  0x1b "y"
Val = 124  0x12 "|"

[FONT]
name = "PoynterAgateZero-CondBold"
fullName = "XFYJHH+PoynterAgateZero-CondBold"
nameDescendant = "PoynterAgateZero-CondBold"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 053  0x1e "5"
Val = 067  0x1f "C"

[CROPPDFINORIG]
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C6 Friday, March 15, 2019 | DailyCommercial.com

DISCOVER
DESIGN 
IDEAS

FIND A HOME 
PROFESSIONAL

SHOP FOR
YOUR HOME

SEE FOR YOURSELF AT
DAILYCOMMERCIAL.COM/HOMES

HOME
THE NEW HOME AND
REAL ESTATE SITE OF
DAILYCOMMERCIAL.COM


