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By Chad Day and Eric Tucker
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s former 
national security adviser pro-
vided so much information to 
the special counsel’s Russia 
investigation that prosecutors 
say he shouldn’t do any prison 
time, according to a court 
filing Tuesday that describes 
Michael Flynn’s cooperation 
as “substantial.”

The filing by special coun-
sel Robert Mueller provides 
the first details of Flynn’s 
assistance in the Russia inves-
tigation, including that he 

participated in 19 interviews 
with prosecutors and cooper-
ated extensively in a separate 
and undisclosed criminal 
probe. But the filing’s lengthy 
redactions also underscore 
how much Mueller has yet to 
reveal.

It was filed two weeks ahead 
of Flynn’s sentencing and just 
over a year after he became 
one of five Trump associates 
to plead guilty in the Russia 
probe, in his case admitting 
to lying to the FBI about con-
versations with the Russian 
ambassador to the U.S.

Mueller: no prison for cooperative Michael Flynn
National Security 

Adviser Michael 
Flynn arrives for a 

White House senior 
staff swearing in 

ceremony Jan. 22, 
2017, at the White 
House. Flynn has 

provided so much 
information to the 

special counsel’s 
Russia investigation 

that prosecutors 
say he shouldn’t 

do any prison 
time, according to 

a court fi ling on 
Tuesday. [AP PHOTO/

ANDREW HARNIK, FILE] See FLYNN,  A6

By Austin L. Miller 
GateHouse Media

LEESBURG — Authorities 
broke up a drug ring suspected 
of smuggling large quantities 
of methamphetamine after 
Department of Homeland 
Security agents intercepted a 
package of meth that had been 
mailed to a home on Grove 
Street in Leesburg.

James Adelbert Walker II, 
43, of Lees-
b u r g ,  a n d 
Ansonito 
“Tigre” Tor-
res-Ibarra and 
Mario “Mayo” 
Perez-Ramos, 
both 33, were 
booked into 
t h e  M a r i o n 
C o u n t y  J a i l 
without bond. 
Torres-Ibarra 
a n d  P e r e z -
Ramos were 
b o t h  l i s t e d 
a s  u n d o c u -
mented 
immigrants.

Accord-
i n g  t o  t a s k 
force agent 
Pablo Rivera 
of the Lake 
County Sher-

iff’s Office, the investigation 
began last month when a pack-
age that arrived in the mail 
through Orlando was checked 
by Homeland Security Investi-
gations. A K-9 detected illegal 
drugs. A federal search warrant 
was obtained and Homeland 
Security officials found four 
kilograms of methamphet-
amine in the package.

Homeland 
Security 
breaks up 
sizable 
meth ring

Walker

Torres-Ibarr

Perez-Ramos

L O C A L  |  A 3

CHARITY 
NECKLACE 
MAKES 
ROUNDS 
BEFORE 
AUCTION
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By Calvin Woodward, 
Laurie Kellman and Ashraf Khalil
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The nation 
bid goodbye to George H.W. Bush 
with high praise, cannon salutes 
and gentle humor Wednesday, cel-
ebrating the life of the Texan who 
embraced a lifetime of service in 

Washington and was the last presi-
dent to fight for the U.S. in wartime. 
Three former presidents looked on at 
Washington National Cathedral as 
a fourth — George W. Bush — eulo-
gized his dad as “the brightest of a 
thousand points of light.”

After three days of remembrance 
in the capital city, the Air Force 
plane with Bush’s casket left for a 

final service in Houston and burial 
Thursday at his family plot on the 
presidential library grounds at Texas 
A&M University in College Station. 
His final resting place is alongside 
Barbara Bush, his wife of 73 years, 
and Robin Bush, the daughter who 
died of leukemia at age 3.

Final salute

Nation bids goodbye to President George H. W. Bush 
with high praise, cannons, humor

The fl ag-draped casket of former President George H.W. Bush is carried by a military honor guard past former President George 
W. Bush and wife Laura Bush, President Donald Trump, fi rst lady Melania Trump, former President Barack Obama, Michelle 
Obama, former President Bill Clinton, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and former President Jimmy Carter during a 
State Funeral at the National Cathedral Wednesday in Washington. [CAROLYN KASTER/AP]

See BUSH,  A8
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L O T T E R Y

By Mary Clarke Jalonick 
and Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Breaking 
with President Donald Trump, 
senators leaving a brief-
ing with CIA Director Gina 
Haspel on Tuesday said they 
are even more convinced that 
Saudi crown prince Moham-
med bin Salman was involved 
in the death of Saudi journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi.

Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chairman Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., said he 
believes if the crown prince 
were put on trial, a jury would 
find him guilty in “about 30 
minutes.”

Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C., who demanded the 
briefing with Haspel, said 
there is “zero chance” the 
crown prince wasn’t involved 
in Khashoggi’s death.

“There’s not a  smok-
ing gun. There’s a smoking 
saw,” Graham said, referring 
to reports from the Turkish 
government that said Saudi 
agents used a bone saw to 
dismember Khashoggi after 
he was killed in the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul. Graham 
said “you have to be willfully 
blind” not to conclude that 
this was orchestrated and 
organized by people under 
the crown prince’s command.

Trump has equivocated 
over who is to blame for the 
killing, frustrating sena-
tors who are now looking for 
ways to punish the longtime 
Middle East ally. The Senate 
overwhelmingly voted last 
week to move forward on a 
resolution curtailing U.S. 
backing for the Saudi-led war 
in Yemen.

It’s unclear whether or how 
that resolution will move 
forward. The vote last week 
allowed the Senate to debate 
the measure, which could 
happen as soon as next week, 
but senators are still in nego-
tiations on whether to amend 
it and what it should say.

Haspel met with a small 
group of senators, including 
leadership and the chairmen 
and top Democrats on the key 
national security committees, 
after senators in both parties 
complained that she didn’t 
attend an all-Senate briefing 
with Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and Defense Secre-
tary Jim Mattis last week.

Senators 
blame 
Saudi 
crown 
prince

By Seth Borenstein 
AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON — After 
several years of little growth, 
global emissions of heat-
trapping carbon dioxide 
experienced their largest 
jump in seven years, dis-
couraging scientists.

World carbon dioxide 
emissions are estimated 
to have risen 2.7 per-
cent from 2017 to 2018, 
according to three studies 
released Wednesday from 
the Global Carbon Project 
, an international scientific 
collaboration of academics, 
governments and industry 
that tracks greenhouse gas 
emissions. The calculations, 
announced during negotia-
tions to put the 2015 Paris 
climate accord into effect, 
puts some of the landmark 
agreement’s goals nearly out 
of reach, scientists said.

“This is terrible news,” 
said Andrew Jones, co-
d i r e c t o r  o f  C l i m a t e 
Interactive, which models 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and temperatures but was 
not part of the research. 
“Every year that we delay 
serious climate action, the 
Paris goals become more 

difficult to meet.”
The studies concluded 

that this year the world 
would spew 40.9 billion 
tons of carbon dioxide, up 
from 39.8 billion tons last 
year. The margin of error is 
about one percentage point 
on either side.

The Global Carbon Proj-
ect uses government and 
industry reports to come up 
with final emission figures 

for 2017 and projections for 
2018 based on the four big-
gest polluters: China, the 
United States, India and the 
European Union.

The U.S.,  which had 
been steadily decreasing its 
carbon pollution, showed 
a significant rise in emis-
sions — up 2.5 percent — for 
the first time since 2013. 
China, the globe’s biggest 
carbon emitter, saw its 

largest increase since 2011: 
4.6 percent.

Study lead author Corinne 
Le Quere, a climate change 
researcher at the University 
of East Anglia in England, 
said the increase is a sur-
prising “reality check” after 
a few years of smaller emis-
sion increases. 

But she also doesn’t think 
the world will return to the 
even larger increases seen 
from 2003 to 2008. She 
believes unusual factors are 
at play this year.

For the U.S., it was a com-
bination of a hot summer and 
cold winter that required 
more electricity use for 
heating and cooling. For 
China, it was an economic 
stimulus that pushed coal-
powered manufacturing, Le 
Quere said.

John Reilly, co-director of 
MIT’s Joint Program on the 
Science and Policy of Global 
Change, said the results 
aren’t too surprising because 
fossil fuels still account for 
81 percent of the world’s 
energy use. The burning 
of coal, oil and gas release 
carbon dioxide,  which 
warms the Earth. Reilly, 
who wasn’t part of the study, 
praised it as impressive.

Climate reality check: Global 
carbon pollution up in 2018

Trump’s push for tariff s 
squeezes a weakening 
global economy

By Josh Boak 
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK — The global 
economy was already show-
ing signs of a slowdown when 
President Donald Trump 
reminded the world of his 
love of tariffs and sent a chill 
through financial markets.

“I am a Tariff Man,” Trump 
announced Tuesday to signal 
his devotion to import taxes 
— a remark that served to 
downplay the likelihood of 
ending his trade war with 
China. Stocks sank across the 
world, in part over fear that 
an escalation in tariffs would 
choke off economic growth 
and possibly send a global 
slowdown into a recession.

By Wednesday, Tariff Man 
had tweaked his message 
to suggest more optimism 
on the odds of forging a deal 
with President Xi Jinping. 
Their meeting last weekend 
at an economic conference in 
Argentina produced a 90-day 
truce, a suspension of further 
increases in U.S. tariffs on 
Chinese goods and a pledge 
by Beijing to buy more U.S. 
goods.

“Not to sound naive or 
anything, but I believe Presi-
dent Xi meant every word of 
what he said at our long and 
hopefully historic meeting,” 
Trump tweeted. “ALL subjects 
discussed!”

Still, Trump’s rattling of 
the global economy came at a 
precarious moment, with the 
economic outlook for 2019 

dimming and concerns about 
a potential recession — if not 
next year then soon thereafter 
— rising.

The economic stimulus from 
U.S. tax cuts is beginning to 
fade. Britain is struggling to 
leave the European Union. 
Italy’s debt is widening. 
China is trying to navigate a 
slowdown after decades of 
unsustainably fast growth. 
Germany, Europe’s largest 
economy, shrank in its most 
recent quarter.

Global growth was already 
slated to slip to 3.5 percent next 
year from 3.7 percent even 
without accounting for the 
risks of escalating U.S. tariffs 
and China’s counter-tariffs, 

according to estimates by the 
Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop-
ment, an intergovernmental 
think tank of 36 nations.

Now, businesses, consum-
ers and nations must account 
for the chaotic confusion 
injected by Trump’s evolv-
ing and conflicting messages 
about his administration’s 
trade relationship with Bei-
jing, said Ian Shepherdson, 
chief economist at Pantheon 
Macroeconomics.

Shepherdson worries that 
the president’s fondness for 
tariffs might itself be enough 
to further suppress growth.

“The uncertainty caused by 
the whipsawing of his trade 

stance means that business 
investment will be delayed or 
canceled, marginal hiring deci-
sions will be postponed and 
potential overseas business 
partners will look elsewhere,” 
Shepherdson said.

Trump imposed tariffs of 10 
percent on $200 billion worth 
of Chinese goods in Septem-
ber. Those tariffs were set to 
rise to 25 percent on Jan. 1. The 
president had also threatened 
to impose tariffs on essen-
tially all the remaining goods 
from China that aren’t already 
subject to his higher tariffs. 
The Trump-Xi dinner nego-
tiations, though, led the two 
sides to hit pause and agree to 
90 days of negotiations.

Tough tariff  talk

President Donald Trump, second from right, meets with China’s President Xi Jinping, second from 
left, during their bilateral meeting at the G20 Summit, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. China promised 
Wednesday to carry out a tariff cease-fi re with Washington but gave no details that might help dispel 
confusion about what Presidents Xi and Trump agreed to in Argentina. [PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP 

PHOTO]

Plumes of smoke rise from Europe’s largest lignite power plant 
in Belchatow, central Poland. After several years of little growth, 
global emissions of heat-trapping carbon dioxide surged in 2018 
with the largest jump in seven years, discouraged scientists 
announced Wednesday. [CZAREK SOKOLOWSKI/AP PHOTO]
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MIAMI
South Florida girl in need of 
rare blood to fi ght cancer

A worldwide search is on to 
find blood donors with a rare 
genetic variation to help save 
a 2-year-old South Florida 
girl battling cancer.

Zainab Mughal has neu-
r o b l a s t o m a  a n d  n e e d s 
life-saving transfusions. But 
finding compatible donors 
is  immensely challeng-
ing, because she’s missing a 
common antigen most people 
carry in their blood, called 
“Indian B.”

Florida-based OneBlood 
says the donors must have 
“A” or “O” type blood and be 
Pakistani, Indian or Iranian; 
and that even within these 
ethnic groups, fewer than 4 
percent of people have the 
genetic variation.

Three donors have been 
found thus far, including a 
person in England, but Zainab 
will need more blood than 
they can provide.

OneBlood is offering to 
coordinate compatibility 
testing anywhere in the world.

LEESBURG 
Boy dies after being struck  in 
turn lane on Dixie Avenue

A 12-year-old boy died 
Tuesday after a SUV hit him 
in a center turn lane on West 
Dixie Avenue, according to 
Leesburg police.

Authorities said Tyler 
Khargie was waiting to cross 
the road in a two-way turn 
lane near Pasa Del Norte 
Avenue when Lawrence 
King, 81, of Leesburg, col-
lided with him in his blue 
Chevrolet Trailblazer.

Tyler was taken to Lees-
b u r g  R e g i o n a l  M e d i c a l 
Center, where he died from 
his injuries.

Captain Joe Iozzi, of the 
Leesburg Police Depart-
ment, said there was plenty 
to contribute to the accident, 
not least of which was the 
location.

“Any time someone is not 
crossing at a crosswalk, it is 
illegal, but more importantly, 
it substantially decreases the 
safety of the pedestrian,” he 
said.

He also said the darkness 
and rain would have severely 
cut down visibility.

Iozzi said crash remains 
u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n , 
and anyone with infor-
m a t i o n  s h o u l d  c a l l  t h e 
Leesburg Police Department 
at 352-728-9860.

MOUNT DORA  
 Police looking to stuff a cruiser 
with gifts for needy kids

The Mount Dora Police 
Department wants to make 
sure underprivileged chil-
dren receive toys this holiday 
season.

The department will host 
its first Christmas in a Cruiser 
event from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday where community 
members will be able to stuff 
a police cruiser with toys.

The vehicle will be in front 
of Target, 17450 U.S. High-
way 441 in Mount Dora, and 
donations will be accepted 
until the cruiser is filled to 
the roof.

“Please come out and help 
our police department make 
this a great holiday for as 
many children as we can,” 
spokeswoman Lisa McDonald 
wrote in a press release.

CORRECTION
Wednesday’s brief about a 

fatal crash incorrectly named 
the city and location. The 
wreck happened at U.S. 301 
and County Road 720 south 
of Bushnell.

By Jim Turner
News Service Florida

TALLAHASSEE — As he 
helps his Democratic succes-
sor, Nikki Fried, transition 
into office, Agriculture Com-
missioner Adam Putnam is 
staying out of the fight over 
the future of the state’s con-
cealed-carry permit program.

Putnam, a Republican who 
lost an August primary to 
Gov.-elect Ron DeSantis, 
sidestepped the issue when 
asked Tuesday about com-
peting proposals aimed at 
shifting where the concealed-
carry program is housed.

“There’s a lot of opinions 
about where they will move it 
if they move it at all, and I’ll 
let the Legislature sort that all 
out,” Putnam said.

Putnam noted that two 
members of Fried’s transition 
team are already “embedded” 
in the office and he’s started 
meeting with Fried to help her 
with the transition.

Under Putnam, Florida’s 
concealed-carry program in 
2012 became the first state 
in the nation to surpass the 1 
million mark. Currently, there 
are just under 2 million per-
mits in the Sunshine State.

But, while he was running 
for governor this summer, 
Putnam drew fire after errors 
in the background-check 
process were revealed, and 
at least 300 permits later 

Putnam 
stays on 
sidelines in 
concealed-
weapons 
dispute

Necklace Bella 
Diamante makes 
rounds en route to 
charity auction

By Roxanne Brown
roxanne.brown@dai-
lycommercial.com

M O U N T  D O R A  – 
Everyone who knows Bella 
Diamante wants her  to 
hang with them.

That’s especially true of 
the 12 Mount Dora women 
who donated money to 
a local charity to wear 
Bella – an 18-inch, 14K, 
3.51 total carat weight 
necklace with a one-carat 
center diamond orbited by 
26 diamonds – for a month 
each.

“I was the first person to 
wear the necklace. It was 
part of my daily routine 
for a whole month. I had 
to work it into my outfits 
and had to figure out if it 
was appropriate to wear 
or not wear depending 

on the event I was going 
to or what I had during 
the course of a day,” said 
Leslie Campione, a long-
time Lake County resident 
and county commissioner.

The idea – officially 
dubbed the Diamond 
Endowment – came from 
a 2008 book written by 
Cheryl Jarvis called “The 
Necklace: 13 women, 1 

Diamond Necklace and a 
Fabulous Idea.”

The book tells the true 
story of 13 California 
women who split the cost 
of a $37,000 necklace 
dubbed “Jewelia” they 
otherwise could not afford 
alone. They took turns 
wearing it for four weeks 

Treasure for charity

Some of the women who are sharing the necklace get together for a photo at Cafe Gianniís 
Italian Restaurant in Mount Dora on Tuesday. [CINDY SHARP/CORRESPONDENT]

The necklace, which is worth more than $20,000, will be 
raffl ed off in March. Tickets are on sale now for $50 each. 
[CINDY SHARP/CORRESPONDENT]

See NECKLACE,  A4 See WEAPONS,  A4

By Payne Ray 
pray@dailycommercial.com

TAVARES — Lake County 
commissioners made a 
state-of-the-county pre-
sentation Tuesday, showing 
a video meant to display the 
“spirit of service” philoso-
phy they hope to embody.

The video featured com-
missioners and county 
officials talking about the 
highlights of the year.

Commissioner Tim Sulli-
van spoke about the recovery 
effort from Hurricane Irma 
that was ongoing last year.

The county made a strong 
recovery, he said, allowing 
them to send the same first 
responders that saw Lake 
through its crisis to help 
Panhandle residents devas-
tated by Hurricane Michael 
this year.

“These men and women 
are the heart and soul of our 
county,” Sullivan said in 
the video. “They exemplify 
what the county stands for, 
such as extending a helping 
hand to a neighbor in need, 
service to the community, 

Commishs laud county eff orts in ’18

Chairman Tim Sullivan speaks during the State of the County 
address at a Lake County Commission meeting on Tuesday. [CINDY 

SHARP/CORRESPONDENT]See SULLIVAN,  A4

By Jim Turner 
News Service Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Jack-
son County officials hope to 
revitalize their community’s 
economy and image through 
restoration of land that for 
more than a century housed 
what became a notorious 
state reform school.

Gov. Rick Scott and the 
Florida Cabinet on Tuesday 
approved proposals to trans-
fer state-owned property at 
the former Arthur G. Dozier 
School for Boys in Marianna 
to Jackson County.

Clint Pate, chairman of 

the Jackson County Com-
mission, said the county is 
prepared to move govern-
ment offices into the site, 
while working to attract pri-
vate businesses to the land 
north of Interstate 10.

“What’s happened before, 
it’s kind of given a dark cloud 
to the county,” Pate said. 
“But we’re going to do what 
we’re supposed to and try to 
create new jobs.”

In 2017, the Florida Senate 
and House passed resolu-
tions formally apologizing 
for the abuse of juveniles 
sent to Dozier and a related 
facility in Okeechobee.

The resolutions acknowl-
edged that treatment of boys 
sent to the facilities was 
cruel, unjust and “a viola-
tion of human decency.” 
More than 500 former stu-
dents have alleged brutal 
beatings, mental abuse and 
sexual abuse at the Dozier 
school, which closed in 2011 
after 111 years of operation.

Tuesday’s action by Scott 
and the Cabinet — Attorney 
General Pam Bondi, Agricul-
ture Commissioner Adam 
Putnam and Chief Financial 
Officer Jimmy Patronis — 
was an outgrowth of a 2017 
state law that accompanied 

the apologies.
The law required the 

state to turn over about 360 
acres, containing the Dozier 
site’s North Campus, South 
Campus and Boot Hill Cem-
etery, to Jackson County. 
The law required memorial-
izing the cemetery and what 
was known as the “White 
House” on the campus.

Scott and the Cabinet 
also approved the transfer, 
at no cost, of another 919 
acres that the county wants 
for economic-development 
efforts.

State turns over Dozier school land to Jackson County

See DOZIER,  A4
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Funeral Services

 Spencena I. Ramey, 72 
was born August 27, 1946 
in Leesburg, Florida. She 
transitioned from labor 
to reward on December 
3, 2018. The Leeks/
Ramey family will receive 
friends, 5:00 - 7:00P.M., 
Friday, December 7, 2018 
at Antioch Full Gospel 
Church, 1020 East Main 
Street, Leesburg, FL., Rev. 
Tommie Jordan, Pastor. 
A Celebration of life 
will convene 11:00AM., 
Saturday, December 
8, 2018, at Mt. Calvary 
Baptist Church, 1012 E. 
Line Street, Leesburg, 

Florida, Rev. Dr. Tony 
C. Person, Pastor; 
Rev. Tommie Jordan, 
Officiating. Professional 
services entrusted 
to Rocker-Cusack 
Mortuary, Leesburg, 
FL (352)435-9326. 
On-line condolences 
may be placed at www.
rockercusackmortuary.
com  

Spencena I. Ramey  

 Charles “Chuck” J. 
Moran, Jr., 71, of Leesburg, 
FL died on Sunday, 
December 2, 2018 in 
Sumterville.  Chuck was 
born November 17, 1947 
in Philadelphia, PA to 
Charles J. and Margaret 
Mary (O’Connell) Moran.  
Chuck was a Vietnam 
Veteran and moved 
to Central Florida in 
1971.  He retired as a 
financial analyst with the 
Department of Defense.  
He was a catholic and 
attended St. Paul’s 
Catholic Church.  Chuck 
enjoyed spending time 
with his grandchildren 
and family. He is survived 
by his wife, Rose Moran 
of Leesburg; sons, Shawn 

A. Moran of Leesburg 
and Joshua Smith of 
Schaumburg, IL; mother, 
Margaret M. Moran of 
Orlando; sister, Colleen E. 
(Ronald) Abate of Orlando, 
FL; brother, Michael S. 
Moran of Orlando, FL; 
three grandchildren, 
Jack, Keely and Kelan 
and other family and 
friends, whom he dearly 
loved. A Memorial Mass 
will be held Wednesday, 
December 12, 2018 
at 8:30am at St. Paul’s 
Catholic Church, 
Leesburg, FL. Inurnment 
will follow at Florida 
National Cemetery, 
Bushnell, FL. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be 
made to Catholic Charities 
of Central Florida, 1819 N. 
Semoran Blvd, Orlando, 
FL 32807 or to Intrepid 
Fallen Heroes Fund, 
Attn: Contributions, One 
Intrepid Square, W. 46th 
Street & 12th Avenue, New 
York, NY 10036. Online 
condolences may be left at 
www.beyersfuneralhome.
com  Arrangements 
entrusted to Beyers 
Funeral Home and 
Crematory, Leesburg, FL

Charles J. Moran, Jr. stewardship, volun-
teerism, perseverance.”

He spoke of public 
safety improvements 
made in 2018, largely 
through the integration 
of Lake EMS into the 
county and the approval 
of funds to replace public 
safety radio equipment.

Another major talking 
point was the county’s 
investment in tourism, 
with new Director Bran-
don Matulka, and the 
projects taken on this 
year, such as improve-
ments at the Hickory 
Point Athletic Complex.

Commissioners broke 
ground on that project 
in August.

Along with a show-
case of the county’s 
completed and ongoing 
projects, the video teased 
an optimistic outlook for 
2019.

County Manager Jeff 
Cole said 2019 would be 
just as big for the county.

“Economic develop-
ment is a high priority,” 
Cole said after the meet-
ing. County staff are 
focused on building an 
economy that supports 
a strong, well-paying 
workforce.

Cole said that also 
means using tax dol-
lars appropriately and 
investing properly in 
infrastructure.

Infrastructure has 
already gotten a lot of 
attention in 2018, as 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d 
county staff continue to 
work out the details of 

transportation impact 
fees.

A new district was cre-
ated this year in a Nov. 6 
ordinance, and 2019 will 
mark the start of a sched-
ule increasing fees from 
February to August.

The higher fees are 
meant to bring in money 
to pay for road mainte-
nance and expansion.

The county’s presen-
tation also made mention 
of some 2018 projects 
that are projected to be 
finished in 2019, includ-
ing the Lake County 
Animal Shelter.

January will mark one 
year since the shelter 
earned its no-kill desig-
nation, and the county 
will break ground on a 
new facility on Jan. 14.

The multi-million dollar 
shelter is projected to 
be completed next year, 

according to Commission 
Chair Leslie Campione.

Campione said the 
new facility was one of 
the things she was most 
excited for in 2019, and 
that she was happy to have 
“a county commission and 
staff who are committed to 
our no-kill mission.”

Both the video pre-
sentation and Campione 
made mention of the area 
volunteers that helped 
bring the shelter to its 
current state.

To bring the video, and 
the state of the county 
address, to a close, Cole 
said the primary driver of 
success in 2018 was ser-
vice to the taxpayer.

“We all try to remem-
ber all the time that the 
taxpayers, the public, are 
our number one custom-
ers that we have to focus 
on,” Cole said.

SULLIVAN
From Page A3

Former state Rep. 
Marti Coley, a Marianna 
Republican, said Tues-
day it is essential to have 
local control of the land, 
which stands as a gate-
way to the Northwest 
Florida community.

“It’s been a difficult 
thing for the commu-
nity,” Coley said. “To 
have this back under 
local control and to 
look at repurposing that 

property to bring jobs to 
the community is very, 
very crucial.”

In October,  Scott 
awarded Jackson County 
$5.8 million from the 
state’s Job Growth Grant 
Fund to redevelop the 
Dozier campus into a 
regional distribution and 
manufacturing center. 
The state money also will 
be used for a center that 
will provide vocational and 
academic education for 
young people with autism.

“There are a whole lot of 
possibilities there, when 
you start bringing in com-
panies,” Pate said. “There 

will be restaurants and fill-
ing stations.”

Also, Tuesday, Scott 
and the Cabinet agreed 
to spent $6.4 million to 
purchase what is known 
as a “conservation ease-
ment” on nearly 20,000 
acres of timber land near 
the Suwannee River and 
Gulf of Mexico in Dixie 
County.

Under a conservation 
easement, the land would 
be protected from devel-
opment, but the owner, 
Lyme Cross City Forest 
Company, LLC, would be 
able to continue timber 
operations.

In making the deal, 
the state is banking 
on a grant from the 
National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation’s Gulf 
Environmental Benefit 
Fund. The foundation 
received $2.544 billion 
in 2013 as part of federal 
plea agreements with BP 
and Transocean stem-
ming from the Deepwater 
Horizon explosion and 
spill.

The grant is expected 
to cover all but $1 mil-
lion of the state’s cost of 
the Dixie County deal, 
according to information 
provided to the Cabinet.

DOZIER
From Page A3

at a time before handing 
it off at a get-together 
to tell of the necklace’s 
adventures each month.

Lake Cares Chair-
woman Cathy Hoechst 
read the book earlier this 
year and thought the idea 
was not only fun but a 
great way to raise money 
for the food pantry.

The only difference is 
that Lake Cares will raffle 
it off after each of the 12 
ladies has her turn wear-
ing Bella.

Raffle tickets are being 
sold for $50, and at the 
organization’s 10th Anni-
versary Fund Raising Gala 
on March 30, 2019, one 
lucky winner will get to 
take her home for good.

The odds of winning 
are not bad, considering 
that only 1,000 tickets 
will be sold.

Second prize will be 
$5,000 and third prize 
will be $2,500. Jarvis will 
attend the gala.

The charitable aspect 
aside, the women who 
share Bella have become 
friends.

Each month, in fact, 
they pick a restaurant 
in town to meet at for 
drinks and dinner and 
to share stories about 
where Bella has been, 

who they’ve met and who 
has noticed her.

On Tuesday night at 
Gianni’s Italian Res-
taurant in Mount Dora, 
M e l i s s a  D e M a r c o , 
who wore the necklace 
t h r o u g h  N o v e m b e r , 
passed it to Lynn Winker.

“I hope you have as 
much fun with it as I did, 
because I had a blast,” said 
DeMarco. “I was fortunate 
to wear the necklace for 
the month of November 
because there are a lot of 
activities going on in town 
during that time.”

“It was great to go 
around wearing it to 
Light-Up Mount Dora, 
the Christmas walk, the 
Art of the Deal and I will 
tell you, people spot you 

from across the room 
when you’re wearing the 
necklace,” she said.

Winker said has a 
couple of chamber galas 
coming up she’ll defi-
nitely be wearing it to in 
order to give Lake Cares 
some exposure.

“ I ’ m  l o o k i n g  f o r -
ward to wearing it every 
single day of December,” 
Winker said.

Campione said she 
misses the necklace but 
still looks forward to their 
monthly get-togethers 
when the “transfers” 
take place.

“Each time we get 
together, we know each 
other a little bit more, 
and I feel I have some 
really good friends here,” 

Campione said.
Besides the carefree 

nature of the whole proj-
ect, Lake Cares’ Executive 
Director Irene O’Malley 
said the necklace fun-
draiser will  provide 
significant help to the 
pantry that last year dis-
tributed 688,000 pounds 
of food and other essen-
tials to 36,000 people in 
Mount Dora and through-
out Lake County.

O’Malley said the money 
will be used to expand their 
mobile distribution sites to 
serve more people and to 
purchase fresh food items 
like milk, cheese, produce, 
eggs, fruit and meat to 
complement non-perish-
ables that come in. They 
also buy toiletries, laun-
dry supplies, essential dry 
goods and dog and cat food 
as needed.

“This is an amazing 
fundraiser. It’s com-
pletely different than 
anything we’ve ever 
done,” O’Malley said. 
“It’s also kind of spe-
cial because it’s brought 
these 12 women together 
who have never really 
known each other, and 
the bond is the necklace 
and the bond is help-
ing our food pantry 
because each of these 
ladies knows what we are 
accomplishing there.”

Tickets can be pur-
chased from the ladies, 
at Lake Cares or online 
at lakecares.org. 

NECKLACE
From Page A3

Melissa DeMarco passes on the necklace to Lynne 
Winker for her turn to wear it for the month of 
December. [CINDY SHARP/CORRESPONDENT]

w e r e  r e v o k e d .  T h e 
errors occurred when 
a Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer 
Services employee failed 
to review background 
checks and perform the 
requisite follow-up with 
applicants flagged as 
potentially ineligible.

Last week, Sen. Lauren 
Book, D-Plantation, filed 
a bill (SB 108) that would 
move the permitting 
process to the Florida 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w 
Enforcement.

Senate President Bill 
Galvano, a Republican 
from Bradenton, has said 
he will review the legis-
lation and refer it to the 
appropriate committee. 
A companion measure 
has yet to be introduced 
in the House.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
National Rifle Asso-
c i a t i o n ’ s  F l o r i d a 

lobbyist Marion Hammer 
— a former president of 
the national gun-rights 
group — has made it 
known that her pref-
erence is to move the 
concealed-weapons 
permitting program to a 
different Cabinet office. 
She wants the program to 
be the purview of Chief 
Financial Officer Jimmy 
Patronis, a Panama City 

Republican.
Fried, who said she 

has a concealed-carry 
permit, made the agri-
culture department’s 
control of the program an 
issue following a series 
of reports this summer 
by the Tampa Bay Times 
and the Associated Press 
highlighting errors in the 
background checks.

After tweeting support 

last week for the move to 
the Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement, 
Fried later said she wants 
her agency to conduct a 
review of the program, 
a position she espoused 
during her campaign ear-
lier this year.

“It is critical to Flor-
ida’s public safety that 
we determine where 
and how failures have 
occurred, and ensure that 
permits are only issued 
under my administra-
tion after the completion 
of background checks — 
as plainly required under 
Florida law,” Fried said 
in a statement.

“ L o o k i n g  t o  t h e 
future, we must start 
the conversation of 
non-partisan oversight 
of the permit process to 
take politics out of public 
safety,” Fried continued. 
“Law enforcement is not 
subject to the whims of 
the political party that 
happens to be in power 
and could provide dili-
gent oversight of the 
program.”

WEAPONS
From Page A3

Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam sidestepped 
the issue when asked Tuesday about competing 
proposals aimed at shifting where the concealed-carry 
program is housed. [PIERRE DUCHARME/GATEHOUSE MEDIA]

USA Gymnastics has fi led a Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
petition on Wednesday as it attempts to reach 
settlements in the dozens of sex-abuse lawsuits it faces 
and to forestall its potential demise at the hands of the 
U.S. Olympic Committee. [AP PHOTO]

By Will Graves 
The Associated Press

USA Gymnastics is turn-
ing to bankruptcy in an 
effort to ensure its survival.

The embattled organi-
zation filed a Chapter 11 
bankruptcy petition on 
Wednesday as it attempts 
to reach settlements in the 
dozens of sex-abuse law-
suits it faces and to forestall 
its potential demise at the 
hands of the U.S. Olympic 
Committee.

USA Gymnastics filed 
the petition in Indianapolis, 
where it is based. It faces 
100 lawsuits represent-
ing 350 athletes in various 
courts across the country 
who blame the group for 
failing to supervise Larry 
Nassar, a team doctor 
accused of molesting them.

Kathryn Carson, who 
was recently elected 
chairwoman of the board 
of directors, said the 
organization is turning 
to bankruptcy to speed 
things up after mediation 
attempts failed to gain 
traction.

“Those discussions were 
not moving at any pace,” 
Carson said. “We as a 
board felt this was a criti-
cal imperative and decided 
to take this action.”

The filing does not affect 
the amount of money avail-
able to victims, which 
would come from previ-
ously purchased insurance 
coverage, she said. Carson 
said the insurance com-
panies “are aware we’re 
taking this action and our 
expectation is they will 
come to the table and pay 
on our coverage.”

Carson added: “This is 
not a liquidation. This is a 
reorganization.”

One that USA Gym-
nastics hopes will buy it 
enough time to fend off the 
USOC’s intent to decertify 
it.

The USOC on Nov. 5 
took steps to remove USAG 
as the sport’s governing 
body at the Olympic level 
— a step that’s taken only 
under the most extreme 
circumstances. In an open 
letter to the gymnastics 
community, USOC CEO 
Sarah Hirshland said “you 
deserve better,” and that 
the challenges facing USA 
Gymnastics were more 
than it was capable of 
overcoming as currently 
constructed.

Carson said the legal 
maneuvering Wednesday 
delays the USOC’s efforts 
to strip its designation as 
a national governing body.

USA Gymnastics fi les for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy
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Though prosecutors 
withheld specific details 
of Flynn’s coopera-
tion because of ongoing 
investigations, their 
filing nonetheless illus-
trates the breadth of 
information Mueller has 
obtained from people 
close to Trump as the 
president increasingly 
vents his anger at the 
probe — and those who 
cooperate with it.

This week, Trump 
accused his  former 
lawyer, Michael Cohen, 
of making up “stories” 
to get a reduced prison 
sentence after pleading 
guilty to lying to Con-
gress and also praised 
l o n g t i m e  c o n f i d a n t 
Roger Stone for saying 
he wouldn’t testify 
against Trump.

It’s unclear if Trump 
will now turn his fury 
on Flynn, whom Trump 
bonded with during the 
2016 campaign.

Trump has repeatedly 
lamented how Flynn’s 
life has been destroyed 
by the special counsel’s 
probe. At one point, he 
tried to protect Flynn 
by asking former FBI 
Director James Comey 
to drop an investigation 
into his alleged false 
statements, according 
to a memo Comey wrote 
after the February 2017 
encounter.

That episode, which 
Trump has denied, is 
being scrutinized by 
Mueller as he probes 
whether the president 

attempted to obstruct 
the Russia investigation.

Federal sentencing 
guidelines recommend 
between zero and six 
months in prison, and 
Mueller’s office said 
Flynn’s cooperation 
merits no prison time.

Prosecutors said Fly-
nn’s early cooperation 
was “particularly valu-
able” because he was 
“one of the few people 
with long-term and 
firsthand insight” into 
the events under inves-
tigation. They noted 
his cooperation likely 
inspired other crucial 
witnesses to cooperate.

Mueller’s team cred-
ited Flynn with serving 
33 years in the U.S. 
Army, including five 
years in combat. But 
prosecutors also said 
the long military and 
government service 
that sets him apart from 
all other defendants in 
the investigation made 
his deception more 
troublesome.

“ T h e  d e f e n d a n t ’ s 
extensive government 
service should have 
m a d e  h i m  p a r t i c u -
larly aware of the harm 
caused by providing 
false information to the 
government, as well as 
the rules governing work 
performed on behalf of 
a foreign government,” 
they wrote.

Flynn’s case has stood 
apart from those of other 
Trump associates, who 
have aggressively criti-
cized the investigation, 
sought to undermine 
it and, in some cases, 
been accused of lying 
even after agreeing to 
cooperate.

FLYNN
From Page A1

Federal officials were 
told that the package was 
supposed to be delivered 
to a woman’s home on 
Grove Street in Leesburg 
and that Walker had been 
selling between five and 
10 kilograms of meth per 
week.

Agents arranged for 
W a l k e r  t o  p u r c h a s e 
four kilograms of meth 
on Dec. 1 at a Sumter 
County motel. Walker 
took a backpack from 
the agents, which con-
tained four kilograms 
of meth. He gave them 
$ 5 , 5 0 0  i n  c a s h .  T h e 
agents arrested Walker, 
and a woman with him 
was detained. Walker 
alleged the woman did 
not know anything about 

the transaction.
Walker admitted that 

the mailed package had 
been meant for him. He 
told agents he was work-
ing for a person who 
distributes 10 to 15 kilo-
grams of meth per week 
and that he previously 
distributed marijuana. 
Within the past year, he 
said, he made 64 meth 
purchases, the largest 
of which was three kilo-
grams at $10,000 each.

Walker told the agents 
he had drugs stored at an 
address on Grove Street.

A g e n t s  o b t a i n e d  a 
search warrant for the 
home on Dec. 1. Two 
juveniles were inside.

The agents were given 
a key to a locked bed-
room. They found a 9mm 
gun, a pound of loose 
marijuana, a plastic bag 
that contained 28 pills, 
and meth, marijuana 
a n d  p o w d e r  c o c a i n e 

packaged for sale. They 
also found scales that 
had white powder residue 
on them, a vacuum bag 
sealer, baggies and drug 
paraphernalia.

In a locked shed in the 
backyard, agents found a 
plastic bag of marijuana, 
packaged marijuana for 
sale and numerous rolls of 
bags for a vacuum sealer.

After Walker’s arrest, 
federal officials were told 
that the supply source 
for the meth was in the 
Apopka area and the 
supplier was known as 
“Mayo,” according to the 
complaint. Investigators 
were told that “Mayo” 
received truckloads of 
meth.

“Tigre” was also classi-
fied as another high-level 
supplier, who was asso-
ciated with Mayo, the 
criminal complaint says.

Federal officials con-
tacted Mario “Mayo” 

Perez-Ramos, through a 
source and negotiated the 
purchase of two kilograms 
of meth for $18,000. The 
meeting was scheduled 
for Dec. 2 at a Mount Dora 
hotel.

Homeland Security 
officials watched the 
meeting place as a Dodge 
Nitro and a Chevrolet 
Monte Carlo pulled into 
the hotel parking lot 
and parked next to each 
other. Agents moved in 
and detained Torres-
Ibarra and Perez-Ramos. 
A woman and small child 
were also present.

Before meeting his 
supposed buyer, Perez-
Ramos said,  he told 
Torres-Ibarra what was 
inside a beer box — two 
kilograms of  crystal 
meth — and that he had 
been paid $1,000 for 
the delivery. He said he 
offered Torres-Ibarra 
$500 to help him deliver 
the drugs and Torres-
Ibarra agreed, according 
to the complaint.

A K-9 searched the 
vehicles,  and agents 
r e c o v e r e d  t h e  d r u g s 
from the Monte Carlo 
in an open Modelo box 
on the front passenger 
floorboard. Meth also 
was found in two hand-
kerchiefs in a white bag, 
federal officials said.

The two men were 
arrested and also were 
taken to jail in Ocala, 
which is a holding site for 
federal prisoners.

 

BUST
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By Don Thompson
The Associated Press

P A R A D I S E ,  C a l i f . 
— Some residents of a 
Northern California town 
devastated by a cata-
strophic wildfire nearly 
a month ago were finally 
allowed to return home 
Wednesday to sift through 
the charred remains in 
search of precious family 
heirlooms, photos and 
other possessions that may 
have survived.

A long line of cars 
waited in a cold drizzle 
at a checkpoint on their 
way to neighborhoods on 

the east side of Paradise, 
where evacuation orders 
have been lifted.

Beyond the check-
point, crews in yellow 
slickers were still clear-
ing debris from burned 
homes and removing trees 
from streets littered with 
melted plastic trash cans 
and hollowed vehicles sit-
ting on tireless rims.

Before heading to their 
home, Joyce McLean, 73, 
and her husband, Jerry 
McLean, stopped at a 
store to buy paper towels 
and plastic bags.

“We didn’t own expen-
sive things, but we had a 

lot of memory things,” she 
said, recalling Christmas 
ornaments made by her 
son when he was a child 
and mementos from her 
Canadian husband’s great-
grandmother. “If I can find 
a little piece of his family or 
just a little piece of my son, 
I would be happy.”

Access to the neigh-
borhoods was limited to 
residents on Wednesday, 
but they will be open to 
anyone on Thursday.

More than 50,000 people 
in Paradise and two neigh-
boring communities were 
forced to flee the wind-
driven fire that started 

Nov. 8, killing at least 85 
people, destroying about 
14,000 homes and black-
ening 240 square miles.

Authorities said 11 
people were still unac-
counted for in what was 
the deadliest U.S. wildfire 
in at least a century.

McLean said she has 
seen photos on social 
media of her destroyed 
home and knows one of 
the only things that sur-
vived was an American 
flag flying on a pole.

“We lost everything but 
the clothes on our backs,” 
she said about their dash 
for safety.

Residents head back into California town leveled by wildfi re

Jean Uno searches for heirlooms at her parent’s Magalia, 
Calif. Uno also lost her home in Paradise during the blaze. 
[NOAH BERGER/AP PHOTO]
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The national funeral service 
at the cathedral was a tribute 
to a president, a patriarch and 
a faded political era that prized 
military service and public 
responsibility. It was laced with 
indirect comparisons to Presi-
dent Donald Trump but was not 
consumed by them, as speakers 
focused on Bush’s public life 
and character — with plenty of 
cracks about his goofy side, too.

Trump sat with his wife, a 
trio of ex-presidents and their 
wives, several of the group 
sharp critics of his presidency 
and one of them, Hillary Clin-
ton, his 2016 Democratic foe. 
Apart from courteous nods 
and some handshakes, there 
was little interaction between 
Trump and the others.

George W. Bush broke down 
briefly at the end of his eulogy 
while invoking the daughter 
his parents lost in 1953 and his 
mother, who died in April. He 
said he took comfort in know-
ing “Dad is hugging Robin and 
holding Mom’s hand again.”

The family occupied the 
White House for a dozen years 
— the 41st president defeated 
after one term, the 43rd serv-
ing two. Jeb Bush stepped up 
to try to extend that run but 
fell short when Trump won the 
2016 Republican primaries.

The elder Bush was “the last 
great-soldier statesman,” his-
torian Jon Meacham said in his 
eulogy, “our shield” in danger-
ous times.

But he took a lighter tone, too, 
noting that Bush, campaign-
ing in a crowd in a department 
store, once shook hands with 
a mannequin. Rather than 
flushing in embarrassment, he 
simply quipped, “Never know. 
Gotta ask.”

Meacham recounted how 
c o m e d i a n  D a n a  C a r v e y 
once said the key to doing an 
impersonation of Bush was 
“Mr. Rogers trying to be John 
Wayne.”

None of that would be a sur-
prise to Bush. Meacham had 
read his eulogy to him, said 

Bush spokesman Jim McGrath, 
and Bush responded to it with 
the crack: “That’s a lot about 
me, Jon.”

The congregation at the 
cathedral, filled with foreign 
leaders and diplomats, Ameri-
cans of high office and others 
touched by Bush’s life, rose for 
the arrival of the casket, accom-
panied by clergy of faiths from 
around the world. In their row 
together, Trump and former 
Presidents Barack Obama, 
Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton 

stood with their spouses and 
all placed their hands over their 
hearts.

Alan Simpson, former 
Republican senator from Wyo-
ming, regaled the congregation 
with stories from his years as 
Bush’s friend in Washington. 
More seriously, he recalled that 
when he went through a rough 
patch in the political game, 
Bush conspicuously stood by 
him against the advice of aides. 
“You would have wanted him 
on your side,” he said.

Simpson said Bush “loved 
a good joke — the richer the 
better. And he threw his head 
back and gave that great 
laugh, but he never, ever could 
remember a punchline. And I 
mean never.”

George W. Bush turned the 
humor back on the acerbic 
ex-senator, saying of the late 
president: “He placed great 
value on a good joke, so he chose 
Simpson to speak.”

Meacham praised Bush’s call 
to volunteerism, placing his 
“1,000 points of light” along-
side Abraham Lincoln’s call to 
honor “the better angels of our 
nature” in the American rhe-
torical canon. Meacham called 
those lines “companion verses 
in America’s national hymn.”

Trump had mocked “1,000 
points of light” last summer at 
a rally, saying “What the hell is 
that? Has anyone ever figured 
that one out? And it was put out 
by a Republican, wasn’t it?”

Former Canadian Prime Min-
ister Brian Mulroney praised 
Bush as a strong world leader 
who helped oversee the end of 
the Cold War and the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and helped 

bring about the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement with 
Canada and Mexico, signed into 
law by his successor, Clinton.

With Trump, a bitter NAFTA 
critic, seated in the front row, 
Mulroney hailed the “largest 
and richest free trade area in 
the history of the world.” The 
three countries have agreed on a 
revised trade agreement pushed 
by Trump.

Earlier, a military band played 
“Hail to the Chief” as Bush’s 
casket was carried down the 
steps of the U.S. Capitol, where 
he had lain in state. Family 
members looked on as service-
men fired off a cannon salute.

His hearse was then driven 
in a motorcade to the cathedral 
ceremony, slowing in front 
of the White House, the route 
lined with people much of the 
way, bundled in winter hats and 
taking photos.

Waiting for his arrival inside, 
Trump shook hands with 
Obama and former first lady 
Michelle Obama, who greeted 
him by saying “Good morning.” 
Trump did not shake hands 
with Bill and Hillary Clinton, 
who looked straight ahead.

Bill Clinton and Mrs. Obama 
smiled and chatted as music 
played. Carter was seated 
silently next to Hillary Clin-
ton in the cavernous cathedral. 
Obama cracked up laughing at 
someone’s quip. Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence shook Carter’s 
hand.

Trump tweeted Wednesday 
that the day marked “a celebra-
tion for a great man who has led 
a long and distinguished life.”

Bush’s death makes Carter, 
also 94 but more than 100 
days younger, the oldest living 
ex-president.

Following the cathedral 
service, the hearse and its 
long motorcade drove to the 
National Mall to pass by the 
World War II Memorial, a nod 
to the late president’s service 
as a World War II Navy pilot, 
then transferred his remains 
at Joint Base Andrews for the 
flight home with members of 
his family aboard the plane that 
often serves as Air Force One.

Bush will lie in repose at St. 
Martin’s Episcopal Church 
before his burial Thursday.

BUSH
From Page A1

Former President George W. Bush and former fi rst lady Laura Bush, left, follow the casket of former 
President George H.W. Bush as it is carried out following a State Funeral at the National Cathedral in 
Washington. [SUSAN WALSH/AP]

Members of the clergy stand over the fl ag-draped casket of former 
President George H.W. Bush. [ANDREW HARNIK/AP]
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A N O T H E R  O P I N I O N

By David J. Smith

During the past decade, 
we have witnessed a 
significant rise in the 

number of people displaced 
globally from their homes and 
homelands. The Syrian civil 
war coupled with the continu-
ing conflicts in Afghanistan 
and Iraq have led to massive 
forced migration. People flee-
ing harsh conditions in Africa 
continue to escape to Europe 
by boat at great personal risk. 
Rohingya refugees are being 
forced out of Myanmar flee-
ing torture, rape and death. 
And some 2 million Yemenis 
are living in tent cities. Today, 
there are nearly 69 million 
people worldwide exiled 
because of war and violence 
as well as a result of natu-
ral (though arguably, often 
human affected) disasters 
such as fires and hurricanes. 
Even the casual follower of the 
news understands what has 
been going on. Forced migra-
tion has evoked sympathy 
among many, but for others 
there is derision, especially in 
the case of Central Americans 
seeking refuge in the U.S.

Now add 150,000 more 
people to that 69 million: The 
estimate of the number of 
Californians statewide flee-
ing the most recent wildfires. 
Though the residents of the 
Chico area in California are 
not displaced because of war 
and violence, they are expe-
riencing much of the same 
anguish as those seeking 
safety from south of the U.S. 

border. They are homeless, 
traumatized, feeling forgot-
ten, separated from loved 
ones and living day to day not 
knowing what the future will 
hold. Images of spontane-
ously established tent cities 
in Chico look much like those 
we see as a result of displace-
ment in far flung places. Of 
course, this is not the first 
time that Americans have 
been displaced, and in larger 
numbers than in California. 
We just need to remember 
hurricanes Maria, Harvey 
and Katrina, the last of which 
killed nearly 2,000 individu-
als and displaced more than 
400,000 people in 2005. The 
number displaced in Puerto 
Rico after Maria has been 
difficult to gauge, but some 
estimate it as high as 1 million.

To use the terminology 
of the humanitarian com-
munity, these Americans 
are internally displaced per-
sons, commonly called IDPs. 
Because they have not crossed 
an international border, they 
are not refugees. And they are 
not asylum seekers because 
they are not escaping threats 
of persecution that might be 
violent. But they are helpless, 
vulnerable and human beings.

It might be difficult for some 
Americans to recognize we are 
experiencing some of the same 
conditions as countries that 
have been disparaged as poor, 
violent and worse by President 
Donald Trump. The pain that 
these Californians are feeling 
can in some ways be com-
pared to those making their 

way to Europe. I would argue, 
though, that the uncertainty 
and trauma of those forced to 
flee to Europe is more extreme 
and distressing than that in 
California, but the similarities 
are still worth considering.

Maybe ironically, this 
provides for Americans a 
connection to the larger 
global community. We are 
not immune to crises that test 
the capacity of governmental 
responses and the need for 
private assistance. Our gen-
erosity in supporting those in 
need in California will likely be 
considerable in the end. There 
might be current images of 
slow response, but our local 
and national capacity will 
meet the needs in one way or 
another. Still, these individu-
als and families are suffer-
ing and are vulnerable and 
this should remind us of the 
humanity that connects us all.

Helping our own means 
helping those who share our 
humanity, not just our citi-
zenship. When the fire sea-
son is over in California and 
affected people are resettled 
and able to restart their lives, 
we will still have some 69 
million fellow humans fleeing 
more catastrophic conditions.

What will we do for them?

David J. Smith is the presi-
dent of the Forage Cen-
ter for Peacebuilding and 
Humanitarian Education 
and teaches at George Mason 
University. A resident of 
Rockville, he can be reached 
at david@forgecenter.org.

A N O T H E R  O P I N I O N

Lesson from the California 
wildfi res: empathy for others

OPINION

Steve Skaggs  |  Publisher
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Whitney Lehnecker  |  Digital Editor, Lifestyles Editor

Tom McNiff, editor
352-365-8250
tom.mcniff@dailycommercial.com

The scene at the U.S. Cap-
itol on Monday as former 
President George H.W. 

Bush lay in state presented a 
tableau and a lesson for those 
who seek earthly power and 
believe it can change things.

As the TV cameras panned 
the crowd, I was struck by 
how many aging “formers” 
there were, men (and they 
were mostly men) who once 
held high office, but now live 
in the political shadows.

This fact should give us all 
pause and an opportunity to 
consider what truly matters 
in life. Washington and the 
media obsess about earthly 
power, but if it were real power 

— that is, a force that could 
bring change for the better — 
would not change have been 
achieved by now? Instead, 
we get politicians who lust 
for power and when they get 
it, squander it on fights with 
each other instead of using it 
to solve important problems 
that affect most Americans.

While watching the cover-
age, I thought of something 
First Lady Barbara Bush said 
in a 1990 commencement 
address at Wellesley Col-
lege in Massachusetts: “Our 
success as a society depends 
not on what happens in the 
White House, but on what 
happens inside your house.”

Earlier that same year, 
James Baker, Bush’s clos-
est friend and at the time his 
secretary of state, delivered 
a remarkable address before 
the National Prayer Breakfast 
in Washington. Baker said: 
“Power doesn’t really bring 
the fulfillment that many say 

it does. Inner security and 
true, real fulfillment comes 
by faith (in God). It doesn’t 
come by wielding power in a 
town where power is king.”

Baker, who later said he 
received more comments 
on that speech than any he 
has given, told a story to 
illustrate his point. As The 
New York Times reported his 
remarks: “He also described 
his sense of the fleeting 
nature of power, which he 
said was driven home to him 
one day when he was riding 
to his job as chief of staff in 
his sleek black limousine. 
Near the White House he 
noticed a man walking down 
the street alone. ‘He was 
someone many of you would 
have recognized — a chief of 
staff in a previous admin-
istration,’ said Mr. Baker. 
‘There he was, alone — no 
reporters, no security, no 
adoring public, no trappings 
of power — just one solitary 

man alone with his thoughts. 
That mental picture contin-
ually serves to remind me of 
the impermanence of power 
and place. That man had it 
all, but only for a time.’”

There were many at the 
Capitol ceremony who once 
had power, “but only for 
a time.” Their names now 
begin in print and on TV with 
the word “former,” if they 
are interviewed or noted at 
all. Few seem to care what 
they think now, prefer-
ring “currents” instead.

In his address, Baker noted 
that “power can be intoxicat-
ing” and can lead to corrup-
tion. One doesn’t usually hear 
such confessions in Wash-
ington where transparency 
by political leaders is rare.

Moments like the ceremo-
nies for George H.W. Bush 
offer opportunities for seri-
ous introspection. As Barbara 
Bush said in her Wellesley 
speech: “At the end of your 

life, you will never regret not 
having passed one more test, 
not winning one more ver-
dict or not closing one more 
deal. You will regret time 
not spent with a husband, a 
child, a friend or a parent.”

The number of “formers” at 
the Capitol on Monday and the 
memorial service on Wednes-
day and some “currents” who 
will be formers soon enough 
offer a lesson worth pondering 
before the engines of politi-
cal power fire up again. If not 
in politics, where does real 
power come from? The answer 
was suggested in the film, 
“Chariots of Fire,” in which 
the character portraying 
Scottish runner Eric Liddell 
said, “It comes from within.”

It surely doesn’t come 
from Washington, which 
lacks the power to fix itself.

Readers may email 
Cal Thomas at tcaedi-
tors@tribpub.com.

A N O T H E R  O P I N I O N

A powerful lesson as we remember President Bush

Cal Thomas

Chicago Tribune

T here was once a private school that graded students 
on the usual academic subjects, plus a fuzzy cat-
egory related to decorum: “Claims no more than 
his fair share of time and attention.” Modesty and 

deference are still enviable traits, but imagine enforc-
ing such behaviors in the age of social media. Where 
would Twitter and Facebook be without boasts and 
rants? Our current president would be rendered mute.

The student who once excelled at “claims no more …” was 
President George H.W. Bush, whose lifetime of service to the 
country was characterized by his decency and good manners. 
These were virtues he learned at the Greenwich Country 
Day School in the 1930s, further instilled by his parents, who 
admonished him against being conceited. “I don’t want to 
hear any more about the Great I Am,” his mother told him. 

And so Bush was polite. A biographer, Jon Meacham, 
called him “the last gentleman.” As president, Bush 
strove to work with political friends and foes alike. He 
aspired to make America “a kinder, gentler nation.” 
He was an inveterate letter-writer, Meacham said, 
but these were nice letters, handwritten thank-
yous and supportive missives, not mean tweets. 

The former president died Friday at age 94. Evidence to 
the contrary, civility did not go with him. It just feels like 
that era is gone in the public arena. Consider President 
Donald Trump’s penchant for attacks and insults. Check 
out Twitter, where Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke last 
week accused a Democratic lawmaker of being a drunk. 

But it’s not just Trump and his allies who are respon-
sible. Plenty of other politicians share blame for sully-
ing public discourse. There was Republican U.S. Rep. 
Joe Wilson, who shouted “you lie!” at President Barack 
Obama during a joint session of Congress. A few days 
ago in Springfield, Democratic state Rep. Stephanie 
Kifowit said on the House floor that she wanted to pump a 
deadly “broth” of bacteria into the water system used by 
a Republican colleague’s family. She later apologized. 

Bush was no saint; he was a politician who could brawl 
with the best of them during campaign season. Any-
one elected president must have a large ego and a quick 
left jab. But obituaries and other reflections on his life 
remind us that Bush achieved success in life while most 
often acting with honor and humility. Turning 18 in 1942, 
he enlisted in the service, becoming the nation’s young-
est naval aviator. He was shot down in the Pacific. He 
was captain of the Yale baseball team. He ran the CIA. He 
didn’t keep those accomplishments secret, but he also 
didn’t present himself as the meanest guy in the room. 

Bush’s comportment worked against him as a presi-
dential candidate, because his self-effacement was mis-
construed as weakness. Newsweek magazine wrote an 
absurd 1987 cover story headlined “Fighting the ‘Wimp 
Factor’.” CBS News, during the 1980 campaign, had 
asked Bush if he was “too nice” to be president. 

Bush defended himself — politely: “I don’t equate 
toughness with just attacking some individual. I equate 
toughness with moral fiber, with character, with prin-
ciple, with demonstrated leadership in tough jobs 
where you emerge not bullying somebody but with 
the respect of the people you led. … If I happen to be 
decent in the process, that should not be a liability.” 

Those are words to live by. If enough politicians and oth-
ers in the public sphere would take a lesson from the former 
president’s honorable conduct, Americans would have 
more respect for their governments — and for each other.

A N O T H E R  O P I N I O N

George H.W. Bush 
a man of humility 
and civility
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Ryan Ward continues to roll 
strikes.

Less than a month after 
winning the boys individual 
championship, the South 
Lake High School standout 

has been named Mr. Bowling 
by the Florida Dairy Farmers.

Ward is the first student 
athlete from Lake County to 
be named Mr. Bowling and the 
second area bowler — boy or 
girl — to be recognized by the 
Florida Dairy Farmers. Katie 
Stark, who was also from 
South Lake, was named Miss 
Bowling in 2012.

A junior, Ward capped a 
memorable season for the 

Eagles with his two-day 
performance at the Florida 
High School Athletic Asso-
ciation state championships 
in November at Boardwalk 
Bowl Entertainment Center 
in Orlando.

He won five matches over-
all, including a 394-294 
victory against Apopka’s Ben 
Bailey in the finals. Ward, who 
qualified ninth, beat defend-
ing state champion Duke 

Crouch in the third round of 
the championship bracket and 
lost only one game en route to 
the title.

The win earned Ward an 
automatic bid to the U.S. 
High School Bowling National 
Championships next June in 
Indianapolis.

This marks the 27th year 
that Florida Dairy Farmers 
have presented awards to the 
state’s top student athletes 

and coaches in all 30 sports 
that are sanctioned or recog-
nized by the FHSAA.

Football

For the first time since 
learning he was being replaced 
as head football coach at 
Umatilla, Ryan Mills has 
spoken about his dismissal.

H I G H  S C H O O L  N O T E B O O K

Ward earns Mr. Bowling honors
South Lake 
standout boys 
individual state title

By Robbie Andreu
Gatehouse Media

GAINESVILLE — Last 
week, Chauncey Gardner-
Johnson became the first 
Florida underclassmen to 
declare for the NFL draft. 
There certainly will be others 
doing the same in the coming 
days and weeks.

There appear to be at least 
two other locks for leaving 
early, and others who could 
be leaning that way.

Here’s a look at the UF 
juniors who will have a deci-
sion to make between now and 
the Jan. 14 deadline to declare 
for the draft:

Jachai Polite, Defensive 
end/outside linebacker

Reason for leaving:  He’s 
coming off a breakout season 
in which he led the Gators 
in sacks (11) and tackles for 
losses (16) and some draft 
analysts are projecting him 
as a first-round pick, maybe 
even going in the top 10.

Reason for staying: There 
really isn’t a good one, other 
than maybe wanting to get 
a little bigger and stronger 
with another year under UF’s 
Director of Football Strength 
& Conditioning Nick Savage.

Chances he leaves:  100 
percent.

Jordan Scarlett, 
Running back

Reason for leaving: After miss-
ing the 2017 season, Scarlett 
rushed for 717 yards and four 
touchdowns this season sharing 
reps with Lamical Perine and 
true freshman Dameon Pierce. 
He showed that he’s physically 
ready for the next level, and 
with Scarlett likely sharing car-
ries again in 2019, it’s unlikely 
his draft status would improve 
significantly if he returns.

Reason for staying: Just like 
Polite, it’s hard to come up 
with one for Scarlett. Maybe 
to try and become a dominant 
back and possibly play for a 
championship.

Rating UF 
juniors’ 
chances of 
bolting 
for NFL

By John Feinstein
The Washington Post

At about 6:30 on Satur-
day evening I will be 
standing on the field at 

Lincoln Financial Field while 
the Army and Navy alma 
maters are being played.

I have no idea who will 
sing second, as the winners 
always do, but I know one 
thing for certain.

As the last notes die out, 
my wife — who watches 
exactly one football game a 
year — will send me a text.

It will say, “Are you crying 
yet?”

And I know exactly what my 
answer will be: “Absolutely.”

It doesn’t matter who wins 
the game; when they play 
the alma maters, I cry. For 14 
years, when I was the color 
commentator on the Navy 
radio network, I would tell 
Bob Socci, who did play-by-
play, “When the alma maters 
end, don’t ask me a question 
right away. I’m going to need 
a minute.”

C O M M E N TA R Y

Nothing in sports moves me like the Army-Navy game

Members of the Corps of Cadets celebrate a fourth-quarter 
touchdown during the Army-Navy game last year. [JONATHAN 

NEWTON / WASHINGTON POST]

See PREPS,  B3
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By Paul Jenkins
paul.jenkins@daily-
commercial.com

In big moments when the 
Lake-Sumter State College 
volleyball team had to have 
a point, Lakehawks coach 
Amanda Phelps knew where 
they had to go with the ball.

And time after time, Emma 
Gray delivered in those big 
moments.

On Tuesday, Gray was 
recognized for her out-
standing play when she was 
named an honorable men-
tion All-American, the first 
All-America selection for 
LSSC in any sport.

“Obviously volleyball is 
a team sport,” Phelps said. 
“But she was such a major 
part of our offense and when 
it came down to the wire and 
who are you going to get the 
ball to, it was Emma Gray.”

T h e  s e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e 

All-America team caps a 
career that Gray really never 
envisioned when the Fruit-
land Park native signed with 
LSSC out of First Academy 
of Leesburg.

Although she had been a 
standout on the high school 
level, Gray wasn’t certain 
that level of success was 
going to translate to the col-
legiate level.

Did it ever.
Gray was a first team All-

Conference selection as a 
freshman and never stopped 
improving.

“I never thought I could 
do something like this, I just 
didn’t have that much confi-
dence in myself,” Gray said. 
“My coaches and my team-
mates really pushed me to 
get better and really believed 
in me. I never could have 
done something like this 
without my coaches and my 
teammates.

“To get this honor is very 
special and I’m so proud I 
could do this for the school 
and for Leesburg.”

In her final season with the 
Lakehawks, Gray helped lead 
the team to the first national 
tournament appearance in 
LSSC athletics history.

She completed her play-
ing career at Lake-Sumter 
on Nov. 14 after helping the 
Lakehawks to an 11th-place 
finish at the NJCAA National 
Tournament in Charleston, 
West Virginia. It was LSSC’s 
first trip to the national 
championships in any sport.

Gray finished her LSSC 
career in the top five all-time 
in kills (529) and total attacks 
(1,729).

“She’s just a great kid,” 
Phelps said. “She’s so coach-
able and does whatever the 
coaches tell her to do. She 
really wanted to keep get-
ting better. She’s a great 

teammate. She isn’t the 
loudest one on the court, but 
she does a great job of lead-
ing by example.”

Gray notched a double-
double with 27 kills and 18 
digs in a win over Pasco-
Hernando in the NJCAA 
Region 8 championship to 
help the Lakehawks punch 
their ticket to the national 
tournament, earning a spot 
on the Region 8 All-Tour-
nament team in the process. 
In helping LSSC go 2-0 at 
regionals, Gray had 41 kills, 
29 digs and two service aces 
while accounting for 43.5 
points.

Her work at regionals 
earned Gray the NJCAA 
Division II Offensive Player 
of the Week, making her the 
first LSSC athlete to receive 
the national honor.

Prior to LSSC, Gray was a 

A local All-American

Lake-Sumter State volleyball players Emma Gray, right, and Gabriela Hernandez pose with their All-Tournament and championship 
awards. Gray was named to the honorable mention All-America team on Tuesday. [JAY MILLER / LSSC]

LSSC’s Emma Gray is school’s fi rst to receive honor

See HONOR,  B3
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S P O R T S  R E S U LT S

Schools or coaches can report game results by calling 
352-365-8204. Submissions also can be emailed to 
sports@dailycommercial.com. Results submitted after 
9:30 p.m. may not appear in the next day’s edition of 
the Daily Commercial.

S P O R T S  O N  T V

PRO FOOTBALL
NFL 
All times Eastern
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
EAST W L T PCT. PF PA
New England 9 3 0 .750 331 259
Miami 6 6 0 .500 244 300
Buffalo 4 8 0 .333 178 293
N.Y. Jets 3 9 0 .250 243 307
SOUTH W L T PCT. PF PA
Houston 9 3 0 .750 302 235
Indianapolis 6 6 0 .500 325 279
Tennessee 6 6 0 .500 221 245
Jacksonville 4 8 0 .333 203 243
NORTH W L T PCT. PF PA
Pittsburgh 7 4 1 .625 346 282
Baltimore 7 5 0 .583 297 214
Cincinnati 5 7 0 .417 286 371
Cleveland 4 7 1 .375 266 312
WEST W L T PCT. PF PA
Kansas City 10 2 0 .833 444 327
L.A. Chargers 9 3 0 .750 340 249
Denver 6 6 0 .500 276 262
Oakland 2 10 0 .167 220 367

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
EAST W L T PCT. PF PA
Dallas 7 5 0 .583 247 223
Philadelphia 6 6 0 .500 258 266
Washington 6 6 0 .500 233 257
N.Y. Giants 4 8 0 .333 267 315
SOUTH W L T PCT. PF PA
New Orleans 10 2 0 .833 419 269
Carolina 6 6 0 .500 304 306
Tampa Bay 5 7 0 .417 318 355
Atlanta 4 8 0 .333 296 333
NORTH W L T PCT. PF PA
Chicago 8 4 0 .667 344 241
Minnesota 6 5 1 .542 275 270
Green Bay 4 7 1 .375 281 287
Detroit 4 8 0 .333 254 316
WEST W L T PCT. PF PA
y-L.A. Rams 11 1 0 .917 419 298
Seattle 7 5 0 .583 319 259
Arizona 3 9 0 .250 175 310
San Francisco 2 9 0 .182 255 336
y-clinched division

WEEK 13
Nov. 29
Dallas 13, New Orleans 10
Dec. 2
Jacksonville 6, Indianapolis 0
Tampa Bay 24, Carolina 17
Houston 29, Cleveland 13
Baltimore 26, Atlanta 16
Arizona 20, Green Bay 17
Miami 21, Buffalo 17
Denver 24, Cincinnati 10
L.A. Rams 30, Detroit 16
N.Y. Giants 30, Chicago 27, OT
Tennessee 26, N.Y. Jets 22
Kansas City 40, Oakland 33
New England 24, Minnesota 10
Seattle 43, San Francisco 16
L.A. Chargers 33, Pittsburgh 30
Monday’s Game
Philadelphia 28, Washington 13 

WEEK 14
Thursday’s Game
Jacksonville at Tennessee, 8:20 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
New Orleans at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Houston, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
New England at Miami, 1 p.m.
Baltimore at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 p.m.
Denver at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
Detroit at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Oakland, 4:25 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Chicago, 8:20 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 10
Minnesota at Seattle, 8:15 p.m.

ODDS
PREGAME.COM LINE
NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
Today
Golden State 11 223½ at Cleveland
Denver 5 208½ at Orlando
Washington 5½ 234 at Atlanta
Oklahoma City 7½ 216½ at Brooklyn
at Minnesota 5 221 Charlotte
at Toronto 6 229 Philadelphia
at Milwaukee 7½ 227 Detroit
at New Orleans Off Off Dallas
at Memphis Pk 212½ L.A. Clippers
at L.A. Lakers 8 222 San Antonio

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Today
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG
at Xavier 11 Ohio
at Butler 17 Brown
Marshall 1½ at Duquesne
at Geo. Washington 6  Towson
Ohio State 6 at Illinois
at Indiana St. 3 North Texas
at North Carolina 26½  UNC-Wilmington
at Old Dominion 9½ William & Mary
St. Joseph’s 5 at Princeton
at Toledo 14½ Detroit
at Wright St. 6½ Miami (Ohio)
Bowling Green 1½ at Cleveland St.
at Vanderbilt 13 Middle Tennessee
Illinois St. 1½ at Ill.-Chicago
at Loyola Of Chicago 5  Ball St.
W. Kentucky 5 at Missouri St.
at No. Illinois 8½ UC Davis
at So. Illinois 2½ Saint Louis
at Texas 9½ VCU
Oklahoma St. 2 at Tulsa
at Villanova 11 Temple
at BYU 2 Utah St.
Nebraska 2 at Minnesota
South Carolina 5½ at Wyoming
San Francisco 5½ at California
Arkansas 8 at Colorado St.
at Cal St.-Fullerton 2½ Loyola Marymount
at San Diego St. 7 San Diego
TCU 1½ at SMU
at Gonzaga 15½ Washington

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
Today
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
at Anaheim -147 Chicago +137
at St. Louis Off Edmonton Off
at San Jose -156 Carolina +146

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Saturday
FAVORITE OPEN TODAY O/U UNDERDOG
Army 5 7 40½ Navy
BOWL GAMES
Celebration Bowl at Atlanta
Nc A&T 7½ 7½ 47½ Alcorn State
New Mexico Bowl
Utah St. 11 9 67½ North Texas
Cure Bowl
Tulane 4 3½ 59  La.-Lafayette
Las Vegas Bowl
Fresno St. 3 4½ 52 Arizona St.
Camellia Bowl
Georgia South. Pk Pk 48 E. Michigan
Carrier Bowl
Appalachian St .7½ 7 50½ Middle Tenn.
Boca Raton Bowl
UAB 2½ 1½ 43½ No. Illinois
Frisco Bowl
Ohio 4½ 3 55 San Diego St.
Gasparilla Bowl
Marshall 3 2½ 54½ South Florida
Bahamas Bowl
Toledo 6 6 68 FIU
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl
BYU 11 12 48½ W. Michigan
Birmingham Bowl
Memphis 2½ 4 73½ Wake Forest
Armed Forces Bowl
Army 5 3 67½ Houston
Dollar General Bowl
Buffalo 3 2½ 53½ Troy
Hawaii Bowl
at Hawaii 1½ 2 57½ La. Tech
First Responder Bowl
Boise St. 3½ 3 55 Boston Col.
Quick Lane Bowl
Georgia Tech 3½ 4 61 Minnesota
Cheez-It Bowl
TCU 2 Pk 40½ California
Independence Bowl
Temple 3 3 56½ Duke
Pinstripe Bowl
Miami 3 3½ 47 Wisconsin
Texas Bowl
Vanderbilt 6½ 3½ 55 Baylor
Music City Bowl
Auburn 5 4 54½ Purdue
Camping World Bowl
West Virginia 7 7 74 Syracuse
Alamo Bowl
Washington St. 6½ 3½ 54½ Iowa St.
Arizona Bowl

Arkansas St. 2 1 59½ Nevada
Peach Bowl
Michigan 6 7 51 Florida
Belk Bowl
South Carolina 6½ 4 54½ Virginia
Orange Bowl
Alabama 14½ 14 79 at Miami
Cotton Bowl
Clemson 11 11 55 Notre Dame
Military Bowl
Cincinnati 6½ 5½ 53½ Virginia Tech
Sun Bowl
Stanford 6½ 6½ 52 Pittsburgh
Redbox Bowl
Oregon 1½ 2½ 48 Michigan St.
Liberty Bowl
Missouri 10 7½ 71½ Oklahoma St.
Holiday Bowl
Utah 7½ 7 45 Northwestern
Taxslayer Bowl
Texas A&M 4½ 5½ 58½ N.C. State
Outback Bowl
Mississippi St. 5 6 44½ Iowa
Citrus Bowl
Penn State 4 6 48 Kentucky
Fiesta Bowl
LSU 8 7½ 54½ UCF
Rose Bowl
Ohio State 5 5½ 58 Washington
Sugar Bowl
Georgia 10½ 10½ 58 Texas

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
Thursday
FAVORITE OPEN TODAY O/U UNDERDOG
at Tennessee 5½ 4½ 37½ Jacksonville
Sunday
at Kansas City 9 6 53½ Baltimore
at Houston 3½ 4½ 48½ Indianapolis
Carolina Pk 1½ 47 at Cleveland
at Green Bay 6½ 5½ 49 Atlanta
New Orleans 9½ 8 56 at Tampa Bay
at Buffalo 2½ 3½ 38½ N.Y. Jets
New England 9½ 7½ 47 at Miami
L.A. Rams 3 3 52½ at Chicago
N.Y. Giants +3 3½ 41 at Wash.
Denver 5 5½ 44½ at San Fran
at L.A. Chargers 16 14 48 Cincinnati
Detroit 2½ 2½ 40½ at Arizona
at Dallas 4 4 43 Philadelphia
Pittsburgh 13 10½ 51½ at Oakland
Monday
at Seattle 2½ 3½ 45 Minnesota
Updated odds available at Pregame.com

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL
American League
DETROIT TIGERS — Agreed to terms with 
LHP Matt Moore on a one-year contract.
TAMPA BAY RAYS — Promoted Paul Hoover to 
fi eld coordinator. Named Jonathan Erlichman 
process and analytics coach and Justin Su’a 
mental skills coach.
TEXAS RANGERS — Named Oscar Marin 
bullpen coach, Callix Crabbe assistant hitting 
coach and Regan Wong physical therapist. 
Promoted Jacob Newburn to assistant 
trainer.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
NBA — Fined L.A. Clippers G Patrick Beverley 
$25,000 for throwing the game ball at a 
spectator and Utah C Rudy Gobert $15,000 
for public criticism of offi ciating.
CHICAGO BULLS — Announced the resigna-
tion of assistant coach Randy Brown. 
Promoted director of player development 
Shawn Respert to assistant coach. Named 
Dean Cooper assistant coach.
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — Signed F Joakim 
Noah for the remainder of the season.

FOOTBALL
National Football League
NFL — Announced the San Francisco 49ers 
LS Kyle Nelson has been suspended 10 
games for violating the league’s policy on 
performance-enhancing substances.
ARIZONA CARDINALS — Placed OL Mike 
Iupati, WR Christian Kirk and DT Olsen Pierre 
on injured reserve. Signed DE Vontarrius 
Dora and WR Jalen Tolliver from the practice 
squad.
BUFFALO BILLS — Released WRs Kelvin 
Benjamin and Andre Holmes. Placed C 
Russell Bodine on injured reserve. Signed 
DE Mike Love and CB Denzel Rice from the 
practice squad.
DENVER BRONCOS — Signed CB Jamar 
Taylor. Waived T Cyrus Kouandjio.
GREEN BAY PACKERS — Placed S Ibraheim 
Campbell on injured reserve. Signed LB 
Kendall Donnerson from the practice squad 
and Ss Tray Matthews and Jason Thompson 
to the practice squad. Announced associate 
head coach/linebackers Winston Moss and 
interim head coach Joe Philbin have left 
team.
MIAMI DOLPHINS — Placed TE A.J. Derby 
on injured reserve. Claimed DB Dee Delaney 
off waivers.
OAKLAND RAIDERS — Waived DE Fadol 
Borwn. Signed DE Damontre’ Moore.
PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Placed WR Justin 
Hunter on injured reserve.
Canadian Football League
WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS — Signed WRs 
Evan Clarke and Kenny Lawler, RB Johnny 
Augustine and DE Patrick Choudja.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League
NHL — Approved the addition of a franchise 
in Seattle to begin play in 2021-22.
DETROIT RED WINGS — Recalled C Wade 
Megan from Grand Rapids (AHL). Reassigned 
F Dylan Sadowy from Grand Rapids to Toledo 
(ECHL).
LOS ANGELES KINGS — Assigned F Sheldon 
Rempal to Ontario (AHL).
NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Returned F 
Stephen Gionta to Bridgeport (AHL). Recalled 
G Christopher Gibson from Bridgeport.
NEW YORK RANGERS — Assigned F Ryan 
Grop from Hartford (AHL) to Maine (ECHL).
American Hockey League
AHL — Suspended Rockford D Dennis Gilbert 
three games and Chicago F Alex Gallant two 
games.
CLEVELAND MONSTERS — Assigned D 
Justin Wade to Florida (ECHL) and F Nikita 
Korostelev to Jacksonville (ECHL). Returned 
D Kayle Doetzel to Jacksonville.
HARTFORD WOLF PACK — Returned F 
Terrence Wallin to Maine (ECHL).
LEHIGH VALLEY PHANTOMS — Returned F 
Alex Krushelnyski to Reading (ECHL).
MILWAUKEE ADMIRALS — Recalled F Alex 
Overhardt from Atlanta (ECHL).
PROVIDENCE BRUINS — Reassigned F Tanner 
Pond to Atlanta (ECHL).
SAN ANTONIO RAMPAGE — Assigned F 
Charlie Sampair to Tulsa (ECHL).
ECHL
CINCINNATI CYCLONES — Added G Josh 
Taylor as emergency backup.
FLORIDA EVERBLADES — Released D Tate 
Olson.
FORT WAYNE KOMETS — Signed D Brandon 
Lubin.
JACKSONVILLE ICEMEN — Loaned D Dajon 
Mingo to Manitoba (AHL).
KALAMAZOO WINGS — Released G Keegan 
Asmundson.
MAINE MARINERS — Released F Alec Bear.
RAPID CITY RUSH — Signed D Brandon Fehd.
READING ROYALS — Traded D Dan Milan 
to Greenville to complete an earlier trade. 
Released G Austin Lotz. Signed Joe Houk.
UTAH GRIZZLIES — Loaned F Austin Carroll to 
Manitoba (ECHL).
WHEELING NAILERS — Released F Tyler Bird.

OLYMPIC SPORTS
U.S. ANTI-DOPING AGENCY — Named Adam 
Woullard director of communications.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer
NEW YORK CITY FC — Named Brad Sims 
CEO.
NEW YORK RED BULLS — Exercised options 
on Gs Evan Louro and Ryan Meara; D Kyle 
Duncan, Aaron Long and Michael Amir 
Murillo; Ms Vincent Bezecourt, Derrick 
Etienne Jr., Alex Muyl and Florian Valot; 
and Fs Anatole Abang and Brian White. 
Declined options on F Carlos Rivas and Ds 
Aurelian Collin, Ethan Kutler and Kevin Politz. 
Declined end-of-loan options on D Fidel 
Escobar and M Marc Rzatkowski.
National Women’s Soccer League
WASHINGTON SPIRIT — Re-signed F 
Estefania Banini.

COLLEGES
ARKANSAS — Announced QB Cole Kelley 
will transfer.

BROWN — Named James Perry football 
coach.
CHARLOTTE — Named Will Healy football 
coach.
KENTUCKY STATE — Fired football coach 
John L. Smith. Named Kevin Weston as 
interim football coach.
LOUISVILLE — Named Scott Satterfi eld 
football coach.
MARYLAND — Named Mike Locksley football 
coach.
MISSISSIPPI — WR A.J. Brown will enter the 
NFL draft.
OHIO STATE — Announced the retirement 
of football coach Urban Meyer. Promoted 
co-offensive coordinator/quarterbacks coach 
Ryan Day to head coach, effective at the end 
of the season.
STOCKTON — Named John Bancheri rowing 
coach.

PRO BASKETBALL
NBA
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION  W L PCT GB
Toronto 20 5 .800 —
Philadelphia 17 8 .680 3
Boston 13 10 .565 6
Brooklyn 8 17 .320 12
New York 8 17 .320 12
SOUTHEAST DIVISION  W L PCT GB
Orlando 12 12 .500 —
Charlotte 11 12 .478 ½
Washington 10 14 .417 2
Miami 9 14 .391 2½
Atlanta 5 19 .208 7
CENTRAL DIVISION  W L PCT GB
Milwaukee 15 7 .682 —
Detroit 13 8 .619 1½
Indiana 14 10 .583 2
Cleveland 5 18 .217 10½
Chicago 5 20 .200 11½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
SOUTHWEST DIVISION  W L PCT GB
Memphis 13 9 .591 —
Dallas 12 10 .545 1
New Orleans 12 13 .480 2½
Houston 11 12 .478 2½
San Antonio 11 13 .458 3
NORTHWEST DIVISION  W L PCT GB
Denver 16 7 .696 —
Oklahoma City 15 7 .682 ½
Portland 13 11 .542 3½
Minnesota 12 12 .500 4½
Utah 12 13 .480 5
PACIFIC DIVISION  W L PCT GB
L.A. Clippers 16 7 .696 —
Golden State 16 9 .640 1
L.A. Lakers 14 9 .609 2
Sacramento 12 11 .522 4
Phoenix 4 20 .167 12½

Monday’s Games
Oklahoma City 110, Detroit 83
Cleveland 99, Brooklyn 97
Denver 106, Toronto 103
Golden State 128, Atlanta 111
Washington 110, New York 107
L.A. Clippers 129, New Orleans 126
Minnesota 103, Houston 91
Tuesday’s Games
Indiana 96, Chicago 90
Orlando 105, Miami 90
Dallas 111, Portland 102
Sacramento 122, Phoenix 105
Utah 139, San Antonio 105
Today’s Games
Denver at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Dallas at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Detroit at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Toronto, 8 p.m.
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
New York at Boston, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Portland, 10 p.m.
Houston at Utah, 10:30 p.m.

PACERS 96, BULLS 90
CHICAGO (90)
J.Holiday 5-11 2-2 15, Markkanen 8-24 0-0 
21, Carter Jr. 5-11 2-2 12, Arcidiacono 0-5 
0-0 0, LaVine 6-15 0-0 13, Parker 6-12 0-0 
12, Hutchison 1-4 0-0 3, Payne 4-7 1-1 10, 
Harrison 2-5 0-0 4. Totals 37-94 5-5 90.
INDIANA (96)
Bogdanovic 5-10 3-4 14, Young 3-8 0-0 6, 
Turner 8-17 2-4 18, Collison 6-7 8-8 23, Evans 
3-9 4-4 10, McDermott 1-5 0-0 2, Sabonis 4-8 
1-2 9, Joseph 3-6 2-2 9, A.Holiday 2-6 0-0 5. 
Totals 35-76 20-24 96.
CHICAGO 21 24 22 23 — 90
INDIANA 23 20 27 26 — 96
3-Point Goals—Chicago 11-31 (Markkanen 
5-13, J.Holiday 3-6, Hutchison 1-1, Payne 
1-2, LaVine 1-3, Harrison 0-1, Parker 0-2, 
Arcidiacono 0-3), Indiana 6-22 (Collison 3-4, 
Joseph 1-3, A.Holiday 1-3, Bogdanovic 1-4, 
Young 0-1, Turner 0-1, Evans 0-3, McDermott 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Chicago 
44 (Carter Jr. 13), Indiana 45 (Turner, Sabonis 
11). Assists—Chicago 26 (LaVine 9), Indiana 
22 (Turner, Joseph, Collison, A.Holiday 
3). Total Fouls—Chicago 23, Indiana 13. 
A—16,446 (20,000).

MAGIC 105, HEAT 90
ORLANDO (105)
Simmons 1-6 0-0 3, Gordon 7-16 3-4 20, 
Vucevic 8-16 1-2 19, Augustin 3-11 3-3 11, 
Fournier 5-10 0-0 13, Isaac 4-5 4-4 12, Bamba 
2-4 0-2 4, Grant 1-5 1-2 4, Ross 7-13 3-3 19. 
Totals 38-86 15-20 105.
MIAMI (90)
McGruder 3-8 0-0 7, J.Johnson 5-8 0-0 11, 
Whiteside 6-7 0-2 12, Richardson 2-14 1-1 
6, Ellington 2-7 0-0 6, Winslow 6-13 0-0 
14, Olynyk 4-11 1-2 13, Adebayo 3-7 0-0 6, 
T.Johnson 2-3 0-0 4, Wade 5-13 0-0 11. Totals 
38-91 2-5 90.
ORLANDO 27 19 30 29 — 105
MIAMI 25 25 12 28 — 90
3-Point Goals—Orlando 14-28 (Gordon 3-3, 
Fournier 3-4, Ross 2-3, Vucevic 2-5, Augustin 
2-6, Simmons 1-2, Grant 1-4, Isaac 0-1), 
Miami 12-35 (Olynyk 4-10, Winslow 2-4, 
Ellington 2-6, McGruder 1-1, J.Johnson 1-3, 
Wade 1-4, Richardson 1-7). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Orlando 43 (Gordon 13), 
Miami 47 (Whiteside 9). Assists—Orlando 22 
(Augustin, Gordon 5), Miami 19 (Richardson 
5). Total Fouls—Orlando 13, Miami 19. 
Technicals—Orlando coach Steve Clifford. 
A—19,600 (19,600).

MAVERICKS 111,
TRAIL BLAZERS 102
PORTLAND (102)
Harkless 2-5 0-0 5, Aminu 5-6 1-2 12, Nurkic 
4-9 1-2 9, Lillard 10-23 11-12 33, McCollum 
7-19 2-2 18, Leonard 0-0 1-1 1, Collins 1-2 
0-0 2, Curry 1-3 0-0 3, Turner 5-10 3-4 13, 
Stauskas 3-7 0-0 6. Totals 38-84 19-23 102.
DALLAS (111)
Barnes 4-12 3-5 11, Doncic 6-14 7-9 21, Jordan 
4-8 4-5 12, Smith Jr. 4-9 3-5 12, Matthews 
6-12 2-3 17, Finney-Smith 2-3 0-0 5, Kleber 
4-7 0-0 8, Powell 2-5 1-2 7, Barea 3-11 3-4 9, 
Harris 3-6 1-2 9. Totals 38-87 24-35 111.
PORTLAND 20 25 28 29 — 102
DALLAS 34 26 27 24 — 111
3-Point Goals—Portland 7-24 (McCollum 2-7, 
Lillard 2-8, Aminu 1-2, Curry 1-2, Harkless 
1-2, Stauskas 0-3), Dallas 11-30 (Matthews 
3-6, Powell 2-3, Doncic 2-4, Harris 2-5, 
Finney-Smith 1-1, Smith Jr. 1-4, Kleber 0-2, 
Barea 0-2, Barnes 0-3). Fouled Out—Nurkic. 
Rebounds—Portland 48 (Aminu 13), Dallas 51 
(Jordan 17). Assists—Portland 20 (Lillard 8), 
Dallas 25 (Smith Jr. 9). Total Fouls—Portland 
29, Dallas 19. Technicals—Aminu, Harkless, 
Matthews. A—19,341 (19,200).

KINGS 122, SUNS 105
SACRAMENTO (122)
Shumpert 2-5 3-4 7, Bjelica 1-3 0-0 2, Cauley-
Stein 3-5 0-0 6, Fox 5-11 5-8 16, Hield 7-13 3-4 
20, Ju.Jackson 4-5 0-0 10, Giles III 4-5 5-9 13, 
Koufos 5-7 1-2 11, Mason 3-7 2-3 9, Ferrell 
0-2 0-0 0, Bogdanovic 5-9 2-2 14, Williams 
5-6 0-0 11, McLemore 1-6 0-0 3. Totals 45-84 
21-32 122.
PHOENIX (105)
Jo.Jackson 4-11 4-6 14, Ariza 5-13 1-2 14, 
Ayton 5-8 0-0 10, Okobo 3-8 0-0 6, Bridges 
3-12 1-1 7, Anderson 0-0 0-0 0, Bender 0-1 
4-4 4, Holmes 4-7 2-2 10, Melton 9-12 0-0 21, 
Crawford 1-6 4-5 6, Daniels 4-9 1-1 13. Totals 
38-87 17-21 105.
SACRAMENTO 36 32 31 23 — 122
PHOENIX 9 31 27 38 — 105
3-Point Goals—Sacramento 11-24 (Hield 
3-5, Ju.Jackson 2-2, Bogdanovic 2-5, Fox 1-1, 
Mason 1-1, Williams 1-2, McLemore 1-4, 

Bjelica 0-1, Shumpert 0-3), Phoenix 12-43 
(Daniels 4-9, Melton 3-4, Ariza 3-8, Jo.Jackson 
2-6, Bender 0-1, Okobo 0-4, Crawford 
0-4, Bridges 0-7). Fouled Out—Holmes. 
Rebounds—Sacramento 42 (Bjelica 7), 
Phoenix 43 (Holmes 10). Assists—Sacramento 
27 (Fox 7), Phoenix 27 (Crawford, Melton 
5). Total Fouls—Sacramento 22, Phoenix 
27. Technicals—Sacramento coach Kings 
(Defensive three second), Giles III. A—12,977 
(18,422).

JAZZ 139, SPURS 105
SAN ANTONIO (105)
Gay 0-3 0-0 0, Bertans 3-6 0-0 8, Aldridge 
7-10 2-2 16, Forbes 4-10 0-0 9, DeRozan 7-13 
2-3 16, Pondexter 0-1 0-0 0, Cunningham 1-4 
0-0 3, Metu 4-8 2-2 10, Poeltl 9-11 2-2 20, 
Mills 3-8 0-0 8, White 5-11 0-0 10, Belinelli 1-5 
2-2 5. Totals 44-90 10-11 105.
UTAH (139)
Ingles 5-9 0-0 13, Favors 5-7 4-4 14, Gobert 
5-7 8-10 18, Rubio 5-10 0-0 12, Mitchell 7-13 
2-2 20, O’Neale 4-9 1-1 11, Sefolosha 3-4 0-0 
7, Crowder 3-4 0-0 8, Niang 2-3 0-0 5, Udoh 
1-1 0-0 2, Neto 3-5 0-0 7, Exum 3-4 0-0 7, 
Korver 5-8 2-3 15. Totals 51-84 17-20 139.
SAN ANTONIO 20 27 31 27 — 105
UTAH 34 29 41 35 — 139
3-Point Goals—San Antonio 7-22 (Bertans 
2-4, Mills 2-5, Cunningham 1-3, Belinelli 1-4, 
Forbes 1-5, White 0-1), Utah 20-33 (Mitchell 
4-6, Korver 3-4, Ingles 3-6, Rubio 2-3, 
Crowder 2-3, O’Neale 2-4, Exum 1-1, Niang 
1-2, Neto 1-2, Sefolosha 1-2). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—San Antonio 32 (Poeltl 7), 
Utah 42 (Gobert 10). Assists—San Antonio 25 
(DeRozan 7), Utah 38 (Ingles, Rubio 7). Total 
Fouls—San Antonio 19, Utah 20. A—18,306 
(18,306).

PRO HOCKEY
NHL
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION
 GP W L OT PTS GF GA
Tampa Bay 29 21 7 1 43 114 85
Toronto 28 20 8 0 40 102 73
Buffalo 29 17 8 4 38 89 82
Boston 27 14 9 4 32 71 69
Montreal 28 13 10 5 31 88 90
Detroit 28 12 12 4 28 81 93
Florida 26 11 10 5 27 87 91
Ottawa 28 12 13 3 27 100 114
METROPOLITAN DIVISION
 GP W L OT PTS GF GA
Washington 27 15 9 3 33 98 88
Columbus 27 15 10 2 32 96 92
N.Y. Islanders 26 13 10 3 29 77 75
N.Y. Rangers 28 13 12 3 29 80 88
Carolina 26 12 10 4 28 66 71
Pittsburgh 26 11 10 5 27 89 87
Philadelphia 25 11 12 2 24 76 88
New Jersey 26 9 12 5 23 75 91

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL DIVISION
 GP W L OT PTS GF GA
Nashville 28 19 8 1 39 90 67
Colorado 28 16 7 5 37 102 79
Winnipeg 27 17 8 2 36 94 78
Dallas 28 15 10 3 33 78 72
Minnesota 27 15 10 2 32 86 78
Chicago 28 9 14 5 23 77 104
St. Louis 25 9 13 3 21 74 85
PACIFIC DIVISION
 GP W L OT PTS GF GA
Calgary 28 17 9 2 36 100 82
Anaheim 29 14 10 5 33 70 83
San Jose 28 13 10 5 31 85 89
Vegas 29 15 13 1 31 87 81
Arizona 26 13 11 2 28 68 67
Edmonton 27 13 12 2 28 71 83
Vancouver 30 11 16 3 25 84 105
Los Angeles 28 10 17 1 21 59 84
2 points for win, 1 point for overtime loss.
Top 3 teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to playoffs.

Monday’s Games
Tampa Bay 5, New Jersey 1
Nashville 2, Buffalo 1
Dallas 4, Edmonton 1
Tuesday’s Games
Winnipeg 3, N.Y. Islanders 1
Florida 5, Boston 0
Calgary 9, Columbus 6
Pittsburgh 6, Colorado 3
Montreal 5, Ottawa 2
Tampa Bay 6, Detroit 5, SO
Toronto 4, Buffalo 3, OT
Vegas 5, Washington 3
Minnesota 3, Vancouver 2
Arizona 2, Los Angeles 1
Today’s Games
Edmonton at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Chicago at Anaheim, 10:30 p.m.
Carolina at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Detroit at Toronto, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Florida, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
Boston at Tampa Bay, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Minnesota at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Nashville at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Chicago at Vegas, 10 p.m.
New Jersey at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

SOCCER
MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER PLAYOFFS
All times Eastern
KNOCKOUT ROUND
Oct. 31
Eastern Conference: New York City FC 3, 
Philadelphia 1
Western Conference: Portland 2, FC Dallas 1
Nov. 1
Eastern Conference: Columbus 2, D.C. United 
2, Columbus wins on penalty kicks 3-2
Western Conference: Real Salt Lake 3, Los 
Angeles FC 2

CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS
(Home-and-home)
First leg
Eastern Conference
Nov. 4: Columbus 1, New York Red Bulls 0
Nov. 4: Atlanta 1, New York City FC 0
Western Conference
Nov. 4: Portland 2, Seattle 1
Nov. 4: Sporting Kansas City 1, Real Salt 
Lake 1
Second leg
Eastern Conference
Nov. 11: Atlanta 3, New York City FC 1, 
Atlanta advances on 4-1 aggregate
Nov. 11: New Yok Red Bulls 3, Columbus 0, 
New York advances on 3-1 aggregate
Western Conference
Nov. 8: Seattle 3, Portland 2, 4-4 aggregate; 
Portland advances on 4-2 penalty kicks
Nov. 11: Sporting Kansas City 4, Real 
Salt Lake 2, Sporting KC advances on 5-3 
aggregate

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
(Home-and-home)
Eastern Conference
First leg
Nov. 25: Atlanta 3, New York Red Bulls 0
Second leg
Nov. 29: New York Red Bulls 1, Atlanta 0, 
Atlanta advances on 3-1 aggregate
Western Conference
First leg
Nov. 25: Sporting Kansas City 0, Portland 0
Second leg
Nov. 29: Portland 3, Sporting Kansas City 2, 
Portland advances on 3-2 aggregate

MLS CUP
Saturday: Portland at Atlanta, 8:08 p.m.

2018 U.S. MEN’S TEAM
RESULTS/SCHEDULE
All times Eastern
(Record: Won 3, Lost 4, Tied 4)
Sunday, Jan. 28 — United States 0, Bosnia-
Herzogovina 0
Tuesday, March 27 — United States 1, 
Paraguay 0
Monday, May 28 — United States 3, Bolivia 0
Saturday, June 2 — Ireland 1, United States 1
Saturday, June 9 — United States 1, France 1
Friday, Sept. 7 — Brazil 2, United States 0
Tuesday, Sept. 11 — United States 1, Mexico 
0
Thursday, Oct. 11 — Colombia 4, United 
States 2
Tuesday, Oct. 16 — United States 1, Peru 1
Thursday, Nov. 15 — England 3, United 
States 0
Tuesday, Nov. 20 — Italy 1, United States 0

AUTO RACING
7:30 p.m.
CBSSN — Motorcycle Racing, Macau Grand Prix
 
COLLEGE BASKETBALL
7 p.m.
BTN — Maryland at Purdue
8 p.m.
FS1 — Iowa State at Iowa
 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7 p.m.
ESPN — College Football Awards: From Atlanta
CURLING
8:30 p.m.
NBCSN — Curling World Cup: U.S. vs. Canada
 
GOLF
5 a.m.
GOLF — European Tour Golf, South African Open, fi rst 
round, Johannesburg
5 a.m. (Friday)
GOLF — European Tour Golf, South African Open, 
second round, Johannesburg
 
HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
9 p.m.
ESPN2 — San Joaquin Memorial at Pinnacle
 
NBA BASKETBALL
8 p.m.
TNT — New York at Boston
10:30 p.m.
TNT — Houston at Utah
 
NFL FOOTBALL
8:20 p.m.
FOX/NFL — Jacksonville at Tennessee
 
NHL HOCKEY
7:30 p.m.
SUN — Boston at Tampa Bay
 
RODEO
10 p.m.
CBSSN — PRCA Rodeo, Wrangler National Finals
 
WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
7 p.m.
ESPN2 — Texas A&M at Houston

By Teresa M. Walker
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
— The Jacksonville Jag-
uars already have fallen 
quickly, from being a 
win away from their first 
Super Bowl berth in Jan-
uary to last in the AFC 
South in December.

The Tennessee Titans 
desperately want to avoid 
joining them as a one-
and-done playoff team, 
especially after sweeping 
the Jaguars last season.

"That's something we 
can't allow to happen," 
Titans defensive lineman 
Jurrell Casey said. "We 
want to keep them where 
they're at — at the end 
of the division and leave 
them there. We got to 
make sure we take care of 
our part. At the end of the 
day, we can't worry about 
them. We have to worry 
about ourselves because 
we ain't played so hot this 
year ourselves."

That's very true. The 
Titans (6-6) had to rally 
from 16 points down to 
beat the Jets 26-22 to 
snap a two-game skid. 
Tennessee likely needs to 
win out and get some help 
with four teams between 
the Titans and the second 
AFC wild-card berth they 
earned last season.

The Jaguars (4-8) may 
not be mathematically 
finished just yet after 
snapping a seven-game 
skid with a 6-0 shut-
out of Andrew Luck and 
the Colts last weekend. 
Cody Kessler now has a 
start under his belt, and 
running back Leonard 

Fournette will be back 
from suspension, too. But 
the Jaguars have lost three 
straight and five of the last 
six to Tennessee.

"Three straight times?" 
Jaguars linebacker Telvin 
Smith said. "Dang. We're 
going to go out and make 
sure we get the win. That's 
all we've got to focus on."

 
FOURNETTE RETURNS

Yes, Fournette is back 
after a one-game suspen-
sion without pay, which 
cost the second-year pro 
nearly $100,000. Getting 
that extra time off could 
pay dividends considering 
most everyone else on the 
field played four days ear-
lier. The Titans also have 
allowed 281 and 156 yards 
rushing over the past two 
games.

"Fournette should be 
very fresh and have a little 
pep in his step, and hope-
fully he can give us a spark 
that we need," Jaguars 
defensive tackle Calais 
Campbell said.

CONTAINING MARIOTA

Titans quarterback 
Marcus Mariota has 
burned the Jaguars with 
his feet, including an 
87-yard touchdown 
run in 2015. Mariota has 
a combined 135 yards 
rushing in Tennessee's 
three-game winning 
streak in the series, 
including 51 in Week 3's 
9-6 victory. Mariota also 
led the Titans with 43 
yards rushing last week 
against the Jets and threw 
for 282 yards.

Titans try to stay 
in playoff  chase 
against Jaguars
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I’ve been fortunate 
enough to cover most 
major sporting events in 
my lifetime and lots of 
not-so-major ones too. 
None of them affects 
me the way Army-Navy 
affects me.

I didn’t graduate from 
either school. I never 
served in the military 
(although my father 
served overseas in the 
Army during World War 
II) but both schools are 
very much a part of my 
life. In 1995, when I was 
researching the book I 
wrote on the rivalry, I 
had the privilege of being 
in both locker rooms 
before, during and after 
the game. I believe I 
might be the only person 
who was not president of 
the United States at the 
time to do that.

But that’s not why 
Army-Navy is the one 
and only annual sport-
ing event I never miss. 
Without doubt, some of 
it is about the traditions: 
the “March On” of the 
cadets and the mid-
shipmen hours before 
the game; the pregame 
exchange of “prisoners” 
— the handful of cadets 
spending the semester at 

Navy and their coun-
terparts from Navy 
who have been at Army 
being “returned” to their 
classmates; the snapping 
of 8,000 hands to salute 
position at the start of 
the national anthem.

And, finally, the play-
ing of the alma maters.

There is no moment 
like that anywhere else 
in college sports. Players 
and coaches from both 
teams stand at attention 
during the other team’s 
alma mater. There are no 
exceptions.

Last year, during the 
playing of “Navy Blue 
and Gold,” the haunt-
ingly beautiful alma 
mater, an Army plebe 
named Camden Harrison 
had forgotten to remove 
the ski hat he had been 
wearing in the day-long 
snowfall.

Standing behind him, 
Army strength coach 
Scott Swanson tapped 
him on the shoulder 
and pointed at the hat. 
Harrison understood 
instantly and whipped 
it off.

Why do those few 
moments bring me to 
tears every year without 
fail?

Because I understand 
— as do so many who are 
similarly moved — that 
as much as the play-
ers desperately want 
to beat each other on 

the football field, they 
recognize that in a much 
larger sense, they’re all 
on the same side.

Only a cadet can have 
some understanding 
of what it’s like to be a 
midshipman and only a 
midshipman can under-
stand what it’s like to 
be a cadet. Each will 
claim, of course, that 
their school is tougher 
or better but they all 
know that, in the end, 
all 8,000 of them are the 
same.

Maybe that’s why I 
choke up just a little at 
the start of the anthem 
at Army-Navy. As those 
8,000 hands go to salute 
position I remember 
something Jim Can-
telupe, who was the 
defensive captain of 
that 1995 Army team 
said to me back in 2003 
when Kevin Norman, his 
senior roommate, was 
killed overseas.

When he called to 
tell me Kevin had been 
killed, I said something 
about Kevin dying a hero 
because he had died 
fighting for his country.

“Kevin was a hero,” 
Jim said, “because he 
was willing to die for his 
country.”

That’s why the 8,000 
salutes get to me: Every 
one of those men and 
women have volunteered 
to die for the rest of us 

if need be. And that’s 
why my wife knows the 
answer she’ll get when 
she texts at the conclu-
sion of the alma maters: 
Seeing those kids — and 
to me they’re all kids 
at that moment — and 
knowing what they’re 
going to do when they 
graduate, always gets to 
me.

That’s the ultimate 
reason Army-Navy is so 
special: The young men 
who play in the game 
and their classmates who 
march into the stadium 
and watch the game. 
Do a handful of them 
get into trouble or fail 
at times? Sure, just like 
kids from every school 
and every walk of life.

But the vast major-
ity will not only go on 
to serve when they 
graduate, they will do 
important things regard-
less of whether they stay 
in the Army, Navy or 
Marines.

There are so many 
stories I can tell about 
the players I’ve had the 
chance to know through 
the years. Many are 
about who they have 
become away from the 
football field.

But one purely football 
memory stands out. In 
2012, Army was trying 
to break a 10-game 
losing streak in the 
series. Trailing 17-13, the 

Black Knights drove to 
a first down at the Navy 
14-yard-line with 1:04 
left in the game.

Quarterback Trent 
Steelman turned to hand 
off to fullback Larry 
Dixon. The exchange 
was never completed. 
The ball dropped to 
the ground and Navy 
recovered. Game over; 
the streak swelled to 
14 straight Navy wins 
before Army finally won 
again in 2016.

When the game ended, 
almost the entire Navy 
team went to console 
Steelman, who had been 
a four-year starter and 
had just played his last 
game.

“It was my fault,” 
Steelman told mem-
bers of the media a few 
minutes later. “I just 
didn’t get the ball into 
Larry’s stomach the way 
I needed to. That was my 
job. I didn’t do it.”

Almost a year later, 
I talked to Dixon about 
that play. “Trent took 
the bullet for me, it was 
my fault,” Dixon said. 
“Not 50-50 or 75-25, 
it was 100 percent my 
fault.”

When I started to 
argue, pointing out that 
Steelman had insisted it 
was his fault, Dixon grew 
animated.

“Listen to me,” he 
said. “I’ll show you the 

play again if I have to. 
Trent was the senior, the 
captain, our leader, so he 
took the blame. He was 
the big brother covering 
up for the little brother.

“I put on some weight 
during the fall. I wasn’t 
in perfect shape. We 
were out there a long 
time (11 plays). I probably 
should have taken myself 
out, but no way I was 
doing that. On the last 
play, because I was tired, 
my first step wasn’t 
straight forward, it was 
a tiny bit to the right. 
When Trent turned, I 
was that much too far 
from him and the ball 
went into my side, not 
my belly. That was my 
fault, not his. He did his 
job. I didn’t do mine.”

To me, that was the 
ultimate example of the 
answer plebes at both 
academies must give 
when asked to explain 
a mistake: “No excuse, 
sir.”

No one who plays in 
the Army-Navy game 
makes excuses — not on 
the football field, not 
on the battlefield. And 
every cadet and every 
midshipman in that sta-
dium is a hero.

If that sounds corny, 
fine. It’s also true. And 
it’s why, when they 
play the alma maters on 
Saturday, I won’t be the 
only one crying.

FEINSTEIN
From Page B1

Chances he leaves: 99.9 
percent.

Lamical Perine, 
Running back

Reason for  leav ing: 
He’s had a strong junior 
season,  emerging as 
UF’s leading rusher. He’s 
rushed for 750 yards and 
six touchdowns and aver-
aged 5.9 yards a carry. 
He also showed the NFL 
coaches and scouts that 
he’s become a complete 
back, a guy who can stay 
on the field in all situa-
tions with his ability to 
protect and catch passes 
out of the backfield.

Reason for staying: With 
the likely departure of 
Scarlett, Perine would 
have the chance to be the 
No. 1 back and gain more 
reps, giving him an oppor-
tunity to improve his draft 
status. Another year 
under Savage would make 
him NFL ready physically.

Chances he leaves: 50 
percent.

Jawaan Taylor, 
Off ensive tackle

Reason for leaving: He 
quietly had a breakout 
season at right tackle, 
one that has caught the 
attention of NFL coaches 
and scouts. His arrow is 
clearly pointing up with 
the pros.

Reason for staying: As 
a true junior, Taylor is 
still developing physi-
cally and would benefit 
from another year in UF’s 
strength and condition-
ing program. One of only 
two returning starters up 
front, he would be one of 
the leaders on the offen-
sive line.

Chances he leaves: 50 
percent.

Jabari Zuniga, 
Defensive line

Reason for leaving: Like 
Polite, he’s had a breakout 
junior season, recording 
6.5 sacks and 11 tackles for 
loss. He’s been dominant 
in the second half of the 
season and is physically 
ready for the NFL.

Reason for staying: He 
showed considerable 
improvement between 
h i s  s o p h o m o r e  a n d 
junior season. If he does 
the same as his senior 
season, his draft stock 
likely would be consid-
erably higher than it is 
now.

Chance he leaves:  50 
percent.

Van Jeff erson, 
Wide receiver

Reason for leaving: He’s 
a polished receiver who 
runs excellent routes and 
has sure hands. Since an 
early age, he’s been getting 
NFL-like coaching from his 
father, former NFL stand-
out wide receiver Shawn 
Jefferson, who is an assis-
tant coach for the Miami 
Dolphins. So, he may be 
ready to take the next step.

Reason for staying: He led 
the Gators in receiving, but 
had only 31 catches for 439 
yards and six touchdowns. 
So, he did not have the kind 
of breakout season many 
were expecting. He could 
if he returns.

Chances he leaves: 45 
percent.

David Reese, 
Linebacker

Reason for leaving: He 
plays with great instincts 
and is considered one of 
the best run-stopping 
linebackers in the SEC. 
His consistent production 
has gotten him noticed by 
NFL coaches and scouts.

Reason for staying: He 
probably needs another 
year to get physically 
r e a d y  f o r  t h e  N F L . 
Another year would also 
help him to continue his 
ongoing progress in pass 
coverage.

Chances he leaves: 15 
percent.

Vosean Joseph, 
Linebacker

Reason for leaving: Fast 
and physical, he led the 
Gators in tackles this 
season with 87 and may 
feel it’s time to take the 
next step in his career.

Reason for staying: His 
consistency improved 
in 2018, but he still has 
a long way to go in that 
area. A second year in 
Todd Grantham’s attack-
ing defense likely would 
improve his draft status.

Chances he leaves: 10 
percent.

Between now and the 
Jan. 14 deadline, the Gators 
could lose two, three 
maybe even four more 
juniors to the draft, which 
will have an impact on the 
2019 recruiting class.

With the departure of 
Gardner-Johnson, the 
Gators currently have 68 
scholarship players on 
their roster, 17 below the 
85 limit. UF currently has 
verbal commitments from 
16 prospects.

The ultimate size of the 
recruiting class will be 
determined by how many 
juniors leave and what 
other players decide to 
transfer.

GATORS
From Page B1

Mills was approached 
last week to comment 
a b o u t  t h e  d e c i s i o n , 
but said he would not 
confirm or deny that a 
change had been made 
until after the team’s 
annual postseason ban-
quet, which was held 
Saturday.

“A couple of week’s 
ago, (Umatilla Principal 
Thomas Gerds) informed 
me of his decision to let 
me go as the head foot-
ball coach at Umatilla 
High School,” Mills said. 
“I respect and support his 
decision to push the reset 
button on the football 
program here at UHS. I 
would have loved to have 
had the opportunity to 
come back next season 
and continue to build the 
foundation we built this 
year with a young team.

“I wish the young men 
in that program nothing 
but success.”

In addition to confirm-
ing he had been fired, 
Mills also released a writ-
ten statement in which 
he expressed his feelings 
about his tenure as coach. 
He thanked supporters of 
the football program and 
said he regretted not being 
able to give his players an 
opportunity to “experi-
ence winning games more 
often.”

Mills said he intends to 
remain a member of the 
community and consid-
ers himself the program’s 
“number one fan.”

“It has been the honor 
of my life to be the head 
football coach at Uma-
tilla High School and 
live in this community 
with some of the finest 
people in the world,” 
Mills wrote. “Three years 
ago, I came to this com-
munity with the task of 
keeping a football pro-
gram alive, improving 
on the importance of 
academic accountabil-
ity, and improving upon 
the overall culture of our 

football program. I’ve 
been very blessed to have 
had the opportunity over 
these past three years 
to be a part of so many 
young men’s lives that 
are and were a part of our 
program.

“I hope I’ve taught 
them more about life and 
not just about football. 
For me, I’ve always tried 
to make it about the kids 
in this program and make 
sure they knew I put 
their best interests first. 
Through all the successes 
and failures, through 
times of praise and times 
of frustration, through 
times of tough decisions, 
it was always about the 
players”

Mills, who was hired 
just before training camp 
began in 2016 and didn’t 
meet many of his players 
until the team’s first offi-
cial preseason practice, 
will stay on as a teacher at 
the school. He compiled a 
1-28 record in three sea-
sons with the Bulldogs, 
the lone win coming in 
2017’s season-opener 
against First Academy of 
Leesburg.

Swimming

E u s t i s  s o p h o m o r e 
Mia Yeo picked up a 
sixth-place finish in 
the 100-yard butterfly 
recently at the FHSAA 
state finals at Sailfish 

Splash Aquatic Athletics 
Center in Stuart.

Yeo finished in 58.49 
seconds, nearly four sec-
onds behind the winner 
and .05 seconds out of 
fifth place.

In addition to Yeo, 
Brooklyn Stonebraker 
represented the Panthers 
at the championships. 
Stonebraker competed 
in the 100- and 200-
yard butterfly, but did 
not qualify for the finals 
in both events.

“We are so proud of 
Mia and Brooklyn for 
their effort and dedica-
tion to make it to state,” 
s a i d  E u s t i s  a t h l e t i c 
director Harry Tom-
linson. “They are only 
sophomores and both are 
excited to prepare for and 
return to state next year. 
If they prepare for states 
as well as they prepare in 
the classroom, that will 
happen.”

PREPS
From Page B1

South Lake High School junior Ryan Ward, pictured  here in Clermont on Saturday 
November 17 2018 is State bowling  champion.  [TOM BENITEZ/CORRESPONDENT]

standout at First Acad-
emy of Leesburg. There, 
Gray helped the Eagles 
to a 16-8 record in her 
senior season (2016) 
and a berth in the Class 
3A-Region 2 semifinals. 
She led First Academy 
with 325 kills, 267 ser-
vice aces, and 227 digs.

Now that her career 
at LSSC is over, Gray 
is thinking she may be 
done with volleyball on 
the collegiate level as she 
gets ready for a career.

But with a trip to the 
national tournament and 
All-America honors, she 
is able to walk away with 
no regrets.

“My Dad and I were 
just talking about it the 
other day,” Gray said. 
“This has been the best 
season ever to end on.”

HONOR
From Page B1

Eustis sophomore Mia 
Yeo picked up a sixth-
place fi nish in the 100-
yard butterfl y recently at 
the FHSAA state fi nals. 
[SUBMITTED]
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Feb. 10: Clash at Daytona
Feb. 14: 150-mile qualifying races for
Daytona 500
Feb. 17: Daytona 500
Feb. 24: Folds of Honor 500 at Atlanta
March 3: Pennzoil 400 at Las Vegas
March 10: TicketGuardian 500 at
Phoenix
March 17: Auto Club 400 at Fontana
March 24: STP 500 at Martinsville
March 31: O’Reilly Auto Parts 500 at

Texas
April 7: Food City 500 at Bristol
April 13: Toyota Owners 400 at
Richmond
April 28: Geico 500 at Talladega
May 5: Dover 400
May 11: Kansas 400
May 18: All-Star Race at Charlotte
May 26: Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte
June 2: Pocono 400
June 9: FireKeepers Casino 400 at
Michigan
June 23: Toyota/Save Mart 350 at
Sonoma

June 30: Overton’s 400 at Chicagoland
July 6: Coke Zero 400 at Daytona
July 13: Quaker State 400 at Kentucky
July 21: Foxwoods 301 at New
Hampshire
July 28: Gander Outdoors 400 at
Pocono
Aug. 4: Go Bowling at Watkins Glen
Aug. 11: Consumers Energy 400 at
Michigan
Aug. 17: Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race at Bristol
Sept. 1: Southern 500 at Darlington
Sept. 8: Brickyard 400 at Indianapolis

Sept. 15: South Point 400 at Las Vegas
Sept. 21: Federated Auto Parts 400 at
Richmond
Sept. 29: Bank of America 500k at
Charlotte
Oct. 6: Delaware 400 at Dover
Oct. 13: 1000Bulbs.com 500 Talladega
Oct. 20: Hollywood Casino 400 at
Kansas
Oct. 27: First Data 500 at Martinsville
Nov. 3: AAA Texas 500
Nov. 10: Can-Am 500k at Phoenix
Nov. 17: Ford EcoBoost 400 at
Homestead-Miami

NASCARTHISWEEK

SPEED FREAKS — A few questions we had to ask ourselves

QUESTIONS
& ATTITUDE

Compelling questions ... and
maybe a few actual answersLoganoflewunder the

radar for 2018Cuptitle

The Daytona Beach News-Journal’s Godwin
Kelly & Ken Willis have covered NASCAR for
nearly 60 years combined. godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com ken.willis@news-jrnl.com

MOTOR MOUTHS
PODCAST

Is it too early to think about
the Daytona 500 and the
2019 season? Of course not!

Tune in online at
www.news-journalonline.
com/daytonamotormouths

2019 CUP SERIES
SCHEDULE

CHAMPION’S TALE

Among those we hardly know right
now, who might we be talking about a
year from now?
GODSPEAK: Erik Jones scored his first
win in 2018 and very well could have a
“breakout” season and get to NASCAR’s
final four.
KEN’S CALL:Matt DiBenedetto is an
intriguing possibility, but I’m going
with “Billy the Kid,” William Byron. Here’s
a hunch Chad Knaus will enjoy this second
chance at building a winner.

Also, a year from now, what kind of
season will Jimmie Johnson be reflecting
upon?
GODSPEAK: There will be multiple wins,
after a no-win 2018, plus a deep run into

the playoffs; you know, a regular Johnson
year.
KEN’S CALL: I’d believe either extreme —
all or nothing — but will take the easy
way out and say two or three wins and
the Round of 8 in the playoffs.

How long will Chase Elliott own the Most
Popular Driver honors?
GODSPEAK: Chase is Bill’s son and drove
Xfinity for Junior, so has support from two
camps. He has this thing locked up for the
next 20 years (sorry, Alex Bowman).
KEN’S CALL: Somewhere short of his dad’s
16 straight years or Junior Earnhardt’s 15.
If Bill went 16, and Junior then went 15,
let’s make the natural progression and
say 14 years.

William Byron enjoyed many scenes
like this in the Trucks and Xfinity
Series. Can he get to Victory Lane as a
Cup racer? [AP FILE]

Have we overlooked the Captain’s
great 2018 season?

Over five-plus decades, Roger Penske
has become so synonymous with
success, it can be easy to overlook
the recent trophies he’s stashed into
the bulging display case. Even at 81,
he’s hardly just a figurehead owner,
but very much a part of team strate-
gies and logistics. This past year, the
Captain was clicking on all cylinders.
Consider the spoils: The Indy 500
win with Will Power, Australia’s V8
Supercar championship with Scott
McLaughlin, and NASCAR’s Cup cham-
pionship with Joey Logano.

What, there’s a down side?

Well, yes, in a way, though it’s not
Penske’s fault. Many bemoan the lack
of new blood in NASCAR’s ownership
ranks, but old warhorses like Penske
are making it tough on interlopers.
He’s 81, Joe Gibbs is 78, and Rick
Hendrick turns 70 next year. As stated
so many times here, NASCAR needs an
influx of younger ownership, but the
current business model makes it tough
for anyone without serious Wall Street
connections.

Are you buying Jimmie’s optimism?

Let’s punt and say “renting.” Jimmie
Johnson went to Bahrain early last
week and enjoyed a well-publicized
test stint in the Formula One McLaren
of two-time F1 champ Fernando
Alonso. Jimmie was impressed …
with himself. The seven-time NASCAR
champ is usually quite humble, but
these aren’t usual times. After a win-
less 2018, he’s in need of a pick-me-up,
even if he has to supply the lifting. “I
climbed in an unfamiliar car and envi-
ronment and did really well,” he told
media later last week in Las Vegas.
“So my natural instincts, my ability
to drive, my ability to scare myself
and challenge myself hasn’t gone
anywhere.”

—KenWillis, ken.wil-
lis@news-jrnl.com

The Indy 500 win with driver Will
Power was among Roger Penske’s
2018 accomplishments as team owner.
[AP/DARRON CUMMINGS]

ByGodwinKelly
godwin.kelly@news-jrnl.com

J oey Logano had one of
the greatest seasons as
aNASCARCup Series
driver and, for themost

part, flew under the radar
until late in the game.
While the “Big 3” of Kevin

Harvick, Kyle Busch andMartin
Truex Jr. combined for 20 victo-
ries andmost of themedia lime-
light, Logano quietly was putting
together a solid season.
Those three drivers gave Logano

a standing ovationwhen the
28-year-old driver was officially
crowned 2018 Cup Series cham-
pion last Thursday in Las Vegas at
the NASCARAwards Ceremony.
“This is what we’ve worked

for our whole life,” Logano said
before the ceremony. “Not just
10 years that we’ve been trying at
the Cup level, but it started in ’95
when I first got behind thewheel
of a go-kart. That’s when this goal
started.”
If it seems like Logano has been

around stock-car racing forever,
you are right. He got a Cup Series
ride at the tender age of 18 from
Joe Gibbs Racing, when Tony
Stewart left to join ranks with
GeneHaas.
Loganowas on the leading

edge of NASCAR’s current youth
movement, which placed four
millennial drivers among the top
10 in season-ending points.
But unlike his young coun-

terparts Chase Elliott (23), Ryan
Blaney (24) and Kyle Larson (26),
he went into the 2018 campaign
with nine full seasons of Cup
competition and 18 victories
under his belt.
Logano scored a toss-of-the-

dice victory at Talladega Super-
speedway in the spring, thenwent
winless for 22 races… but was
compiling top-five and top-10
finishes nearly every weekend.
The ’Degawinwas important

because it guaranteed Logano a
playoff berth.
A look back at the stat sheet

shows Logano led in Cup points
after Race 2 and Race 3, before he
drifted down to sixth place after
crashing out atWatkins Glen
International on Aug. 5.
His No. 22 TeamPenske Ford

started to get hot right as the
playoffs began; not win-a-bunch-

of-races hot, but score-enough-
points-to-advance hot.
Hemade it to the Round of 12

and Round of 8 on points.
His signaturemoment was at

Martinsville Speedwaywhen he
pulled the last-lap bump-and-run
on Truex to win the First Data 500
and earn a ticket to the Champi-
onship Round.
That win gave him an immedi-

ate advantage, allowing crew chief
Todd Gordon and his teammore
time to concentrate onmas-
saging the car he would run at
Homestead-Miami Speedway.
“This win allowed everyone at

Team Penske to focus onHome-
stead for three weeks,” Gordon
said. “It was awesome to see all
550Mooresville employees pulling
in the same direction, getting us as
prepared as we’d ever been for the
championship race.”
On the final restart in the Ford

EcoBoost 400, Logano simply
motored away from the “Big 3”
and everybody else. He had the
right car at the right time, and
when he crossed the finish line,
the Cup Series championship was
won.
“It’s just how it kind of unfolds,

but there’s typically one (cau-
tion) somewhere late in the race,”
Gordon said. “Andwhen it came

up, there it was, our opportunity,
and Joey’s, and you give him that
opportunity of ‘here it is, it’s right
in front of you,’ he steps up to
another level.”
After wrestling the lead from

Truex, Loganowould not be
denied at Homestead. He led the
last 12 laps for the win and title.
“There was never a second

thing that I was going to try to
do,” Logano said. “This was it —
NASCAR champion.”
Logano becomes the seventh

different champion over the past
eight years. The only driver to nab
two titles since 2011 was Jimmie
Johnson (2013, 2016).
Logano’s championship is a

childhood dream fulfilled by the
lanky driver fromMiddletown,
Connecticut.
“You’re a kid, and it’s a dream,”

Logano said. “Maybe a goal is a
little different. It’s a dream at
that point. A lot of kids want to be
NASCAR champion, and I’m here
to say it can happen, as long as
you keepworking hard and taking
advantage of the opportunities in
front of you.
“When I went to elementary

school, and they said, ‘What do
youwant to bewhen you grow
up?’ it was always race car
driver.”

New NASCAR champion Joey Logano did the customary photo op at the Vegas
strip gateway during NASCAR Champion’s Week. [NASCAR GETTY IMAGES/BRIAN
LAWDERMILK]
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By Mitch Stacy
The Associated Press

C O L U M B U S ,  O h i o 
— When Urban Meyer 
started thinking about 
retiring, he realized he 
already had the ideal 
successor right there in 
the building in quarter-
backs coach Ryan Day. 
So Ohio State bumped up 
Day’s salary to $1 million 
per year after last season 
and promoted him to 
co-offensive coordina-
tor to keep him around 
while Meyer pondered his 

future.
The 

39-year-
o l d  D a y , 
w h o  w i l l 
become 
t h e  2 5 t h 
c o a c h  i n 

Ohio State history after 
the Rose Bowl on Jan. 1, 
has never been a full-time 
head coach — which is rare 
at a major program hiring 
for its top job. But he’s 
been known in the college 
football world for years as 
an up-and-comer, having 
already turned down a 

head coaching offer at 
Mississippi State before 
being promoted at Ohio 
State. Later, he said no 
to the Tennessee Titans, 
who wanted him as their 
offensive coordinator, to 
stay with the Buckeyes.

Meyer, who announced 
his retirement on Tues-
day, said Ohio State was 
fortunate to have kept 
him.

“I think in trying to 
build the most compre-
hensive premier program 
in America, you also want 
to hand it off to someone 

at some point so it can get 
even stronger,” Meyer 
said. “And my witnessing 
of the work Ryan has done 
made this decision not as 
difficult as I thought.”

Day’s stock rose even 
more after the spotlight 
was thrust upon him in 
August, when he guided 
the Buckeyes to a 3-0 
record during Meyer’s 
suspension for his han-
dling of domestic abuse 
a c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t 
now-fired assistant Zach 
Smith. Day became a 
mentor to quarterback 

Dwayne Haskins Jr., who 
broke single-season pass-
ing records this season in 
leading the Buckeyes to a 
12-1 record and will be in 
New York this week as a 
Heisman Trophy finalist.

The Manchester, New 
Hampshire, native has 
sizable shoes to fill now. 
He will take over on the 
recruiting trail imme-
diately for Meyer, who 
compiled an 82-9 record 
in seven years at Ohio 
State and won a national 
championship in 2014.

“ W e  a l l  k n o w  t h e 

tremendous job (Day) did 
and the challenging time,” 
Ohio State athletic direc-
tor Gene Smith said. “He 
led our program through 
unbelievable adversity 
earlier in the year. He 
offers us terrific, terrific 
skill and talent.”

Day worked as quarter-
backs coach under Chip 
Kelly with the Philadelphia 
Eagles and San Francisco 
49ers before joining the 
Ohio State staff. This was 
his 17th season overall in 
the professional and col-
legiate coaching ranks.

Ryan Day paid dues before getting Ohio State job

 Day 
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CELEBRATION BOWL
NC A&T (9-2) vs. Alcorn St. (9-3)

Quick slant:Alcorn State QBNoah Johnson has thrown for 2,079 yards and 15
TDs. The Aggies’ running game is averaging close to 200 yards per game.

CURE BOWL
Tulane (6-6) vs. La.-Lafayette (7-6)

Quick slant: The GreenWave became bowl eligible for the first time since 2013.
The Ragin’ Cajuns lost to Appalachian State in Sun Belt title game.

NEW MEXICO BOWL
North Texas (9-3) vs. Utah St. (10-2)

Quick slant: TheMeanGreenwent 5-3 in ConferenceUSA. TheAggies rattled off
10 consecutivewins, bookended by losses toMichigan State andBoise State.

LAS VEGAS BOWL
Fresno St. (11-2) vs. Arizona St. (7-5)

Quick slant: The SunDevilswent 7-5 under first-year coachHermEdwards. The
Bulldogs knocked off Boise State in overtime to claim theMountainWest title.

CAMELLIA BOWL
Ga. Southern (9-3) vs. E. Michigan (7-5)

Quick slant:Georgia Southern rebounded ended seasonwith back-to-back
lopsidedwins. EasternMichigan ranked fourth nationally in red zone defense.

NEW ORLEANS BOWL
MiddleTenn. (8-5) vs. AppalachianSt. (10-2)

Quick slant: TheBlue Raiders lost 27-25 to UAB in theConferenceUSA title
game.Middle Tennessee played three games against SEC foes this year.

BOCA RATON BOWL
UAB (10-3) vs. North Illinois (8-5)

Quick slant: TheHuskies beat Buffalo 30-29 in theMACchampionship game.
The Blazers are bowling for a second straight season after a two-year hiatus.

FRISCO BOWL
San Diego St. (7-5) vs. Ohio (8-4)

Quick slant: TheAztecs started this season 6-1 but have lost four of five games.
Bobcatsmaking 10th bowl appearance in 14 seasons under coach Frank Solich.

GASPARILLA BOWL
Marshall (8-4) vs. South Florida (7-5)

Quick slant: The ThunderingHerd hadwon three straight games before falling
41-20 at Virginia Tech. The Bulls raced to a 7-0 start and then lost their final five.

BAHAMAS BOWL
Toledo (7-5) vs. FIU (8-4)

Quick slant: FIU lost 28-25 toMarshall in the regular-season finale. Toledo
scored at least 45 points in four of its last five games.

FAMOUS IDAHO POTATO BOWL
Western Michigan (7-5) vs. BYU (6-6)

Quick slant: TheBroncos finished second in theMAC’sWest Division. The bowl
committee picked theCougars overWyoming due to the big local BYU fan base.

BIRMINGHAM BOWL
Memphis (8-5) vs. Wake Forest (6-6)

Quick slant:Memphis coming off 56-41 loss toNo. 7 UCF in AAC title game.
Wake Forest ended regular seasonwith a 59-7win over Duke.

ARMED FORCES BOWL
Houston (8-4) vs. Army (9-2)*

Quick slant:Cougars scored at least 40 points in 10 games, themost by any
team in the country. * Black Knights finished season vs. Navy on Dec. 8.

DOLLAR GENERAL BOWL
Buffalo (10-3) vs. Troy (9-3)

Quick slant: Troy trying to reach 10wins for the fourth consecutive season.
Buffalo has already set a school record forwins.

HAWAI’I BOWL
Louisiana Tech (7-5) vs. Hawaii (8-5)

Quick slant:Warriorsmade a five-win improvement from last year. Bulldogs are
one of four teams towin four straight bowl games the last four seasons.

FIRST RESPONDER BOWL
Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise St. (10-3)

Quick slant:Broncos cameup short inMountainWest title game.
Golden Eagles finished season on a three-game losing streak.

QUICK LANE BOWL
Minnesota (6-6) vs. Georgia Tech (7-5)

Quick slant: Longtime Jackets coach Paul Johnson has 189 career victories.
Gophers earned a bowl berth after beatingWisconsin on last gameof season.

CHEEZ-IT BOWL
California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6)

Quick slant:Cal coach JustinWilcox has overseen building of one of the nation’s
top defenses. Horned Frogs closed regular seasonwith back-to-backwins.

INDEPENDENCE BOWL
Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5)

Quick slant: TheBlueDevils finished sixth behindACCCoastal champion Pitts-
burgh. This is the fourth straight season theOwls have qualified for a bowl.

PINSTRIPE BOWL
Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5)

Quick slant: TheHurricanes lost four straight before finishing the seasonwith
win over Pittsburgh. Badgerswere ranked fourth by TheAP in the preseason.

TEXAS BOWL
Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6)

Quick slant: TheBearswent 1-11 under first-year coachMatt Rhule last season.
TheCommodoreswon three of their final four games to becomebowl eligible.

MUSIC CITY BOWL
Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5)

Quick slant:TheTigerswererankedashighasseventh.TheBoilermakers recorded
oneofseason’smostnotableupsets,a49-20 routofOhioStateonOct. 20.

CAMPING WORLD BOWL
West Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3)

Quick slant: TheOrange scored at least 50 points in five regular-season games.
TheMountaineers average 520.4 yards and 42.3 points on offense.

ALAMO BOWL
Iowa St. (8-4) vs. Washington St. (10-2)

Quick slant: TheCycloneswon seven of their last eight games. TheCougars’
faint playoff hopeswere dashed in a 28-15 loss toWashington in theApple Cup.

PEACH BOWL
Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2)

Quick slant: TheWolverines still rankNo. 1 in total defense despiteOSU rout.
DanMullen’s first Gators teamhaswonfivemore games than it did year ago.

BELK BOWL
South Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5)

Quick slant:Gamecocks are tested and successful in close contests. Cavaliers
making their first consecutive bowl appearances since 2004-05.

ARIZONA BOWL
Arkansas St. (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5)

Quick slant: TheRedWolves are on a four-gamewinning streak. TheWolf Pack
played in the inaugural Arizona Bowl in 2015, beatingMWC rival Colorado State.

MILITARY BOWL
Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6-6)

Quick slant: TheHokies aremaking their 26th straight bowl appearance. It was
a turnaround season for the Bearcats coach Luke Fickell.

SUN BOWL
Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6)

Quick slant:Pantherswere one of the big surprises in theACC. Stanford
QBK.J. Costello has recorded seven 300-yard passing games.

REDBOX BOWL
Michigan St. (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4)

Quick slant: The Spartans beat Penn State onOct. 13 then finished 3-3. This
could beDucksQB Justin Herbert’s final game, should he decide to turn pro.

LIBERTY BOWL
Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma St. (6-6)

Quick slant: The Tigerswon their last four regular-season games.
TheCowboys have victories over three teams currently in the Top 25.

HOLIDAY BOWL
Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4)

Quick slant:Uteswon the Pac-12 South before losing toWashington in title
game.WildcatswonBig TenWest before losing toOhio State in championship.

GATOR BOWL
N.C. St. (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4)

Quick slant:Paul “Bear” Bryant’s last gameas TexasA&M’s coachwas in the
1957Gator Bowl.Wolfpack ended regular seasonwith rout of East Carolina.

OUTBACK BOWL
Mississippi St. (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4)

Quick slant: JoeMoorhead joins Jackie Sherrill as onlyMSU coaches tomake
bowl game in first season. Iowa’ four losses cameby a combined 23 points.

CITRUS BOWL
Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn St. (9-3)

Quick slant: TheWildcats’ best regular season in four decades endedwith a
second-place finish in the SEC East. Nittany Lions finished 12th in the CFP.

FIESTA BOWL
LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0)

Quick slant: TheKnights finished a second straight undefeated regular season.
The Tigers knocked off No. 2 Georgia during the regular season.

ROSE BOWL
Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio St. (12-1)

Quick slant:Buckeyesmissed out onCFP despite Big Ten title. Huskies earned
their first Rose Bowl trip in 18 yearswith four consecutivewins to end season.

COTTON BOWL >>> NATIONAL SEMIFINAL

NOTRE DAME (12-0) VS. CLEMSON (13-0)
When: 4 p.m. EST Dec. 29 Where: Arlington, Texas TV: ESPN

Quick slant: Notre Dame is in the playoff for the first time.
This is Clemson’s fourth straight CFP appearance.

ORANGE BOWL >>> NATIONAL SEMIFINAL

OKLAHOMA (12-1) VS. ALABAMA (13-0)
When: 8 p.m. EST Dec. 29 Where: Miami Gardens, Fla. TV: ESPN
Quick slant: The Tide are the only team to have appeared every year.
Oklahoma QB Kyler Murray has thrown for 4,053 yards and 40 TDs.

Time: Noon EST
TV: ABC

Time: 1:30 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 2 p.m. EST
TV: CBSSN

Time: 3:30 p.m. EST
TV: ABC

Time: 5:30 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 9 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 7 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 8 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 8 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 12:30 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 4 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: Noon EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 3:30 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 7 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 10:30 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 1:30 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 5:15 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 9 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 1;30 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 5:15 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 9 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 1:30 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 5:15 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 9 p.m. EST
TV: FS1

Time: Noon EST
TV: ESPN

Time: Noon EST
TV: ABC

Time: 1:15 p.m. EST
TV: CBSSN

Time: Noon EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 2 p.m. EST
TV: CBS

Time: 3 p.m. EST
TV: FOX

Time: 3:45 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 7 p.m. EST
TV: FS1

Time: 7:30 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: Noon EST
TV: ESPN2

Time: 1 p.m. EST
TV: ABC

Time: 1 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

Time: 5 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

When: 8 p.m. EST Jan. 7 TV: ESPN Where: Santa Clara, California Quick slant: College football season culminates with matchup of Cotton Bowl, Orange Bowl winners.

SUGAR BOWL
Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2)

Quick slant:Bulldogs coming off hard-fought loss to Alabama in SEC title game.
Longhorns have chance towin 10 games for the first time since 2009.

Time: 8:45 p.m. EST
TV: ESPN
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Florida Air & Heat Inc.
 Your Comfort Company

100% Financing Available - Licensed - Insured - Bonded
Serving Our Area Since 1986     State License # CAC1814030

CALL 352-326-3202
For ALL Your Heating & 

Cooling Needs

 A/C 
Services

John Philibert, Inc
We do Everything from Ceilings to 

Floors. Pantries, Cabinets and more.

Your pesky leaks gone and houses we’ll paint. 
From inside and out, we’ll make it great. 

Lic/Ins. Accepting Visa & MC. 

JPHandy.com (352) 308-0694

LAMINATE, 
WOOD & TILE

SALE!

Great Prices
Exceptional Service!

20 Years Experience
SHOWROOM

11433 US Hwy 441, Tavares
Call Chris

352-636-1643

D
24
52
SD

Garage Door
Services

• Pressure Washing • Painting
• Flooring • Carpet • Clean Outs
• Clean Ups • Hauling • Licensed
352-787-7056

Handyman
Services

John Philibert, Inc
For All Your Flooring Needs

Pergo, Ceramic Tile,
Travertine, Vinyl & More

Call John @ (352) 308-0694

Flooring
Services

CCC 1330633

D
24
53
SD

BILL ROGERS 
IRRIGATION SERVICE

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LIC NO. 22190/INS/BONDED

OWNER OPERATOR
352-446-1059

Irrigation
Services

Home  
Improvement

iMan 4-U

“One Call Does It All”
Residential & Commercial

JOSEPH MAGRUM
352-636-2599

TAX ID, INSURED 
rufus_62@yahoo.com

We Also Offer

(352) 308-0694

John Philibert, Inc
For All Your Interior/Exterior 

Painting Needs.

FREE ESTIMATES!
30 Years of Quality 

Experience

www.BestPaintRem.com
352-210-3964

Lic/Ins

15% OFF
Senior Discount

Painting
Services

 Pressure
 Cleaning 

352-396-9447
100% Satisfaction

Guaranteed

COUPON REQUIRED

$15 OFF

QUALITY WORK AT A FAIR PRICE
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CLEAN HOUSE?
Call Ashley at 724-714-5605

FLAT FEES

Everything your house needs to be fresh & clean

  Leesburg, Mount Dora, Clermont, Groveland, 
  Ferndale, Mascotte, and Minneola

Comfort Seal
Roof Systems, Inc.TM

352-242-5055

MEET THE CONTRACTOR - NOT A “SALESMAN”! 
BETTER THAN ANY METAL OR SHINGLE ROOF! 

NOT ONE ROOF LOST TO ANY STORM! 
NO PAY UNTIL JOB IS DONE! 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR FELLOW VETERANS!

St. Lic. # CCC1325522

Our 32nd Year - Over 12,000 Roofs
For Mobile/Manufactured Homes

BEST ROOF - BEST PRICES - GUARANTEED!

LIC#CCC042879

#CCC1330633 D
24
72
SD

Re-roofs/Repairs
Shingles/Metal/Flat

Lic. #CCC1329936

Covenant Roofing and Construction, Inc.

#1 IN ROOFING
FREE ROOF ESTIMATES

352-314-3625

Screens by Schultz
Quality Screen

Service & Repair
Chris 352-455-6531

D
24
44
SD

J.C.C. Bobcat & Tree Svc. Inc.
Land Clearing/Excavating

Fill Dirt/Clay
Hauling/Debris Removal

Stump Grinding
Demolition/Grading/ Driveways

Owner Operator

352-455-7608 D
24
34
SD

Land Clearing
Services

Landscaping & 
Tree Service, LLCAB

 Lawn Care  Palm & Tree Trimming
 Installation / Removal 
 Mulching  Rocks  Sod  Pavers

ABLandscaping04@gmail.com
ABLandscaping04.com
Licensed & Insured

Armando Santamaria, Owner 

352-587-1323

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL
• Assorted Rock & Stone
• Paver Installation/Repair

• Palm and Tree Installation
• Decorative Walls
• Retaining Walls
• Curbing and Mulching
• Sodding and Irrigation
• Seasoned Firewood
• Full Landscaping Needs

FULL GARDEN CENTER
Free Estimates, Senior Discounts
2402 South St., Leesburg

352-516-6936
TED BYRNE Owner Lic/InsD

24
20
SD

A-1 UNITED SERVICES

352-460-3763
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

“One Call Does It All”

LICENSED INSURED

INT. / EXT. PAINTING

HOME REMODELS
ALL PHASES OF PRESSURE CLEANING

AND MUCH MORE!

A-1 UNITED SERVICES

352-460-3763
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

“One Call Does It All”

LICENSED INSURED

Tree 
Services

BAD TREE CALL ME!

27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!
FREE ESTIMATES

TONY THE TREE TRIMMER

2402 South St., Leesburg

352-516-6936
Senior

Discounts

Tree Removal, Trimming, Canopy Reduction,
Crane Service, Stump Grinding,
Seasoned Firewood - COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER

D2460SD

STUMP GRINDING    
SPECIALIST

STUMP GRINDING
THAT’S ALL WE DO!

352-551-4222

J.C.C. Bobcat & Tree Svc. Inc.
Residential/Commercial

Trimming/Removal
Palms/Hedges/Stump Grinding
Debris removal/Hauling

Fill Dirt/Clay/Grading/Driveways
Lic/Ins • Insurance Work • 24 Hrs.

352-455-7608 D2
46
3S

D

 Upholstery
Services

D
24
70
SD

 Window 
Services

GEORGE WATKINS 

352-587-2735
Window Replacement

Lanai Enclosures
Acrylic Windows

CRC# 1330701

BLIND REPAIRS

No Cost...If We Can’t Fix It!

352-217-7556
exceptionsblinds.com

To have your 
Professional 

Service listed here, 
please contact

 the Classified 
Department at 
(352) 314-3278.

352-396-6238
DAMIAN BROOKS

Damianbrooks80@yahoo.com

You've Tried The Rest...Now Go With The Best! 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
PERFECT CLEANING

Cleaning 
Services

CONCRETE

352.602.8077

Concrete For Less
8x10 Slab $800

10x48 Slab $2600No UPFRONT 
Costs!

Blocking/ Ref./Lic./Ins.
Lic #113336

Phillip 352-504-8372

Includes Concrete & Labor

D
24
24
SD

All Concrete Services
Crack Repair • Free Estimates

Serving Lake County 30 Years
Bonded, Insured, Lic#11066

Call Bob at 352.223.7935

Concrete
Services

CCC 1330633

D
24
53
SD

Construction
Services

Door & Lock
Services

D
24
51
SD

BRIAN DEGAGLIA 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Includes: Forming, Pouring, Stripping, Cutting, & Materials. 
Does Not include stripping of sod or roots, removing of 

concrete, pumping or hauling of debris.

352-267-5723

CRC 1326327

Only Mobile/ 
Manufactured Home
ROOFING
www.AllFloridaRoofs.com

All Florida
Weatherproofing

& Construction, Inc.

FREE VIDEO ROOF INSPECTIONS

1-877.572.1019

352-348-3355

Commercial 
Cleaning

Residential 
Cleaning

Buffing/
 Stripping 

Floors

Advance coatings.inc
Repaint specialist

~interior-exterior
~cabinet resurfacing
~pool decks/stains
~driveways

Mark Mccormick
phone 352 255 0145

licensed & insured

RE-TILE
Specializing in Total Bath & Kitchen Remodeling

Serving Central Florida for over 30 years

352-391-5553

Bath & Kitchen
Services

Screens Ripped?
Call 352-504-0479

SCREEN GENIE
One panel or complete screen  
enclosure. Lanais, Entryways, 

o job too small.
We now do Vinyl Windows!

I hope they 
call Screen 

Genie

Enclosure
Screening

Goodwin’s
Sprinkler Repairs
That’s all we do! 

State Certified (SCC131152004) 
30 years exp - valves, timers, heads, 

broken pipes, leaks & tuneups  
( 3 5 2 )  7 8 7 - 9 0 0 1

Landscaping
Services

 Roofing
 Services

Tree 
Services

ROTTED WOOD REPAIR SPECIALIST
Decks, Docks, Porches, Fascia, 

Soffit, Siding, Steps, etc.
Call Bill Talham 352-432-8133

Experienced!
Lic & Ins

FL-CRC#1330576

Irrigation
Services
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2255 GENERAL
EMPLOYMENT

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
Federal and State laws prohibit 
advert ising expressing a  
discriminatory preference on 
the basis of race, age, sex, 
color, national origin, religion, 
handicap or marital status. 
The Daily Commercial will not 
knowingly accept advertisement 
for employment which is in  
violation of the law.

Employment Advertising
Standards of Acceptance

Employment Classifications 
are intended to announce bona 
fide employment offers only. 
Employment advertising must 
disclose the specific nature of 
the work being offered. Some 
employment categories may 
charge fees. If any advertiser 
does not comply with these 
standards, please notify a  
Classified Sales Representative 
at 365-8245 or 365-8200.

2990
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This newspaper will never 
knowingly accept advertise-
ment that is illegal or consid-
ered fraudulent. If you have 
questions or doubts about 
any ads on these pages, we 
advise that before responding 
or sending money ahead of 
time, you check with the local 
Attorney General’s Consumer 
Fraud Line and/or the Better 
Business Bureau. Also be 
advised that some phone 
numbers published in these ads 
may require an extra charge. In 
all cases of questionable value, 
such as promises or guaran-
teed income from work-at-
home programs, money to loan, 
etc., if it sounds too good to be 
true — it may in fact be exactly 
that. This newspaper cannot 
be held responsible for any 
negative consequences that 
occur as a result of you doing 
business with these advertisers. 
Thank you.

NOTICES
1000-1999

READER
NOTICE1001



6865 PETS

The Florida Statute 828.29 

states that no dog, puppy, 

cat or kitten may be offered 

for sale without a health 

certifi cate, nor can any puppy 

or kitten be sold under the 

age of 8 weeks, nor can you 

advertise puppies or kittens 

with a deposit to hold.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Looking for a Handyman?
Check out the

Service Directory

Get the paper 
delivered to you!

Call Us Today!  

6125
Garage & Yard 

Sales

^ PETS

Found it, 
Bought it, 

Sold it,

FAST!
TAVARES 
ESTATE SALE

TA¥APES,

6330
Daily Commercial Clothing

BOJB'WFISFR J/ÄFT 6865

4600
Manufactured

Homes

SSJPEP SPECIAL 
Ta¥ares/Dora Canali 

3uy [tomesfrom $1000. up. 
Ffeor y pper* to ramwatad, 

Some furi, fe>B+/.\l ® ©og® 
Ask atout lisat Slips 

3!s2.3^3.7?S0 
rlwfe»tmteiffrenti»«fc«'Ti

4620
Mobile Homes

MOBILI HOMES FOP SALE 
J* Flltt.\C£ *'Ì 

I MY. ft>0 (Sofera Oroweland)

Als© Aval. - 1 landyman Spoetar*

ME OTIFFIY IMKR
5+ IMEW 9/5! for rann $i§g/™

Indwlss takes

i-0?-®i.7-9394 or 44 
For aiSliar rentals 38g-§?^?3?S

SUrFRgRSŞFL 
ftvf£:»tv,Bes.r!i Sst'ta.

3uy Home* from $1000. pp. 
Fixer uppers to re 
Some fu®. iB+, rH® Bog* 

Aslk atout L ii lips

iriiwsfaBiwatert rontir#*@rt.i!®. i j

4630
Mobile Home 

Parks

LEESBURG 1/1 Pa* Model, FL rrn, 
earport, attached utility mm. with 
» 'B. Lot pat $230 'im. «a*«(Mil. 
238-: Call a i 1 ________________

FINANCIAL
5000-5999

5520
BUSINESS

Opportunities

Lake CauntySPSZ-WOP 
Prised Pedueed! 

Current St Rio Liens 
Flnanelmg Available 

Beverage Lte»ise:fipBelail®ts (»4)

MERCHANDISE
6000-6999

6015
Appliances

»FRYET?

FOOP) 'MKET5

mm<£E9

IREFT^Oc

ÍFEF*E¡W©R?

EFRD<Si

IJ^EFJ^OOE

MERCHANDISE
6000-6999

6110
Estate Sales

Can’t told four estate salo at your 
residence due to POA restrictions?

ESTO TE

i «»tatespecializes in RE 
sale*, esii §g<S-1

»lisa

6125
Garage & yard 

Sales

SUS

EUSTIS

EUSTIS

ESTATE Sii LE

Fri. S¡ Sat. gam - 2pm. Community 
Sale. 2728 Púleme St._____________

PARS

PARK,

AKE

ĂM ~fi:A

'[PUTEF

" MLftTlSí

sPEAMEPS

TELE¥SS«ii

TELEMIS«

6480
FURNITURE/
Household

M SET

COFFEE TABLE

1  I L I

I TABLE 
FPIch

4RÍSTOS TREE FBEP

4R®fflA8TRFI

■tniSTMAS

FIREPLACE,

w/«t®raga.

WÄTFR FOLTER

LP

EP

SAW

ER MiTER SAW

6600
Medical

Equipment

EE CttilR

*'HFFL0B*1R faldii 
reit. litol ne«

Ing, teratas, to« 
■ S j;s-33®-4ii

6855
LIVESTOCK

Supplies

Pets

6335
Collectibles

7100
Bicycles

6355
Electronics

7170
Campers/Travel

Trailers

7330
Fitness

Equipment

TSBLF

7340
Golf Clubs/ 

Carts/Equipment

Luellte :

RÄWERIE

6510
General

Merchandise

install at pur hem* at tesine**, 
golf Cart full repair service.

•m ¥i fa« .1 St'RMNf FL 
3gg^3«>44Ci

CARTS 4 LESS

6570
Lawn & Garden

2015
Villager 2 & 4 Seater

¡5995
Totally Loaded Carts

New Batteries 
w/Warranty

2016 Club Car

Phantom

6590
Machinery & 

Tools

s6995l

CARTS 4 LESS
2281 US HWY 27/441 

Fruitland Park
Across from Phillips Buick

352-801-5925
WE TAKE TRADES - 

BRING PICTURE

7345
Guns & rifles

6760
WANTED TO BUY

BOATING
7600-7999

6860
Pet Supplies & 

Services

Looking for a Handyma'n?

Check out the

Service Directory

7770
Boats for Sale

TRANSPORTATION
8000-8999

8055
MOTORCYCLES

IJASLir

8070
Auto Parts & 

Tires

ip

8110
Autos wanted

R JARS 
ttOT Â 

call 3S8i-??mim

Ì RETRIEYE RS, AKC,
Blask, S weefe old , 1 female ft 3 
mal«, Mother is Silwer, father is Yel
low. 1 '0 eaeh or @bo. n ul I (3i;3J

RECREATION
7000-7500

9000
home & 

professional 
Service Guide

9660
PLUMBING

9698
Roofing Services

Keep up with 
oil the latest neuis 
on NflSCÍM.

(very Thursday 
in Sports!

www.dailycommercial.com

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS
1 Take on 
6 Letter 

flourish
11 Hawaiian 

island
12 Cookout 

spot
13 Moving 

about
14 Skilled
15 Infant 

outfit
17 Pound 

sound
19 Cozy 

retreat
20 Bran bit
23 Gang

ster’s gun
25 Hide, in a 

way
26 Askew
28 Like some 

wines
29 Chant
30 Workout 

unit
31 Some 

crime 
evidence

32 Army 
bases: 
Abbr.

33 Hogwarts 
grounds- 
keeper

35 November 
birthstone

38 Humiliate
41 Love to 

pieces
42 Arrive
43 Sugar 

source

44 Business 
bigwigs

DOWN
1 Alias 

letters
2 Kapitar
3 Not 

conform
ing

4 Aspirin 
target

5 Fed up 
with

6 Iberian 
nation

7 Walk 
in
water

8 Snacked
9 Try the 

tea
10 Blazing
16 Looking 

for

B A C K S F A L L
1 N A N E R E N E E

T 1 P 1 N O R G A N
O M 1 T H o N E S T
F A t| S U M 1 L E O
F L A T T E R S

S L A ■ A 1 D E
P L A T T E R S

H U G 1 C E ■ m A C
U N R E S T R 1 S E
S T U N T B E G U N
K 1 N D S A D O R E
S E T S N O D E S

Yesterday’s answer

17 Cheering 
loudly

18 Blush 
kin

20 Obsolete
21 we

all?”
22 White

walls, in 
Whitehall

24 New 
England 
catch

25 Diner 
sandwich

27 Furious
31 Stunned 

states
33 Hind’s 

mate
34 Alpine 

goat
35 PC key
36 Lyric 

poem
37 “Lenore” 

writer
39 Attack 

command
40 Print units

1 2 3 4

16

7 8 9 10

11
H

13
14

■ 15

17 18 ■ 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27

28 29

30 I31 32

■ 33 34

35 36 37

■
38 39 40

41 42

43 44
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nameDescendant = "NewCenturySchlbk-Bold"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 067  0x43 "C"
Val = 068  0x44 "D"
Val = 069  0x45 "E"
Val = 076  0x4c "L"
Val = 079  0x4f "O"
Val = 080  0x50 "P"
Val = 082  0x52 "R"
Val = 083  0x53 "S"
Val = 085  0x55 "U"
Val = 087  0x57 "W"
Val = 090  0x5a "Z"

[FONT]
name = "HelveticaNeue-BoldCond"
fullName = "YPBFJF+HelveticaNeue-BoldCond"
nameDescendant = "HelveticaNeue-BoldCond"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 033  0x21 "!"
Val = 071  0x47 "G"
Val = 097  0x61 "a"
Val = 101  0x65 "e"
Val = 104  0x68 "h"
Val = 111  0x6f "o"
Val = 112  0x70 "p"
Val = 114  0x72 "r"
Val = 116  0x74 "t"
Val = 117  0x75 "u"
Val = 121  0x79 "y"

[FONT]
name = "Aachen-Bold"
fullName = "YPBFJF+Aachen-Bold"
nameDescendant = "Aachen-Bold"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 100  0x64 "d"
Val = 101  0x65 "e"
Val = 105  0x69 "i"
Val = 108  0x6c "l"
Val = 114  0x72 "r"
Val = 118  0x76 "v"

[FONT]
name = "Arial-BoldMT"
fullName = "TLDBRP+Arial-BoldMT"
nameDescendant = "Arial-BoldMT"
type = "TrueType"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 063  0x3f "?"
Val = 072  0x48 "H"
Val = 076  0x4c "L"
Val = 097  0x61 "a"
Val = 100  0x64 "d"
Val = 102  0x66 "f"
Val = 103  0x67 "g"
Val = 105  0x69 "i"
Val = 107  0x6b "k"
Val = 109  0x6d "m"
Val = 110  0x6e "n"
Val = 111  0x6f "o"
Val = 114  0x72 "r"
Val = 121  0x79 "y"

[FONT]
name = "ArialNarrow-Italic"
fullName = "TLDBRP+ArialNarrow-Italic"
nameDescendant = "ArialNarrow-Italic"
type = "TrueType"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 067  0x43 "C"
Val = 099  0x63 "c"
Val = 101  0x65 "e"
Val = 104  0x68 "h"
Val = 107  0x6b "k"
Val = 111  0x6f "o"
Val = 116  0x74 "t"
Val = 117  0x75 "u"

[FONT]
name = "Arial-Black"
fullName = "YPBFJF+Arial-Black"
nameDescendant = "Arial-Black"
type = "TrueType"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
Val = 068  0x44 "D"
Val = 083  0x53 "S"
Val = 099  0x63 "c"
Val = 101  0x65 "e"
Val = 105  0x69 "i"
Val = 111  0x6f "o"
Val = 114  0x72 "r"
Val = 116  0x74 "t"
Val = 118  0x76 "v"
Val = 121  0x79 "y"

[FONT]
name = "Times-Roman"
fullName = "YPBFJF+Times-Roman"
nameDescendant = "Times-Roman"
type = "TrueType"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x20 " "
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352-365-8250
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By Linda Florea 
Correspondent

Time to get out to 
the theater with all five 
local community the-
aters offering shows for 
the next two weeks. 

The Moonlight Players 
in Clermont presents “It’s 
a Wonderful Life: A Live 
Radio Play,” opening Fri-
day and playing until Dec. 
16. Special performances 
are Dec. 10 and Dec. 15.

Also on stage until Dec. 
16 are “Every Christmas 
Story Ever Told (And Then 
Some!)” at the Melon Patch 
in Leesburg, “She Loves Me” 
at the Tavares Community 
Theater, “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life: A Live Radio Play” 
by the Bay Street Players in 
Eustis and “Mary Poppins, 
the Broadway Musical” at 
the IceHouse in Mount Dora. 

Tickets are going fast for 
The Lettermen, with two 
show Saturday at the Orange 
Blossom Opry in Weirsdale. 

And looking ahead, the 
Victorian troupe, Phan-
tasmagoria’s brings “A 
Christmas Carol, A Ghost 
Story of Christmas” to 
the stage at the Bay Street 
Theatre in Eustis. 

“It’s a Wonderful Life: A 
Live Radio Play” 

The Moonlight Players 
in Clermont presents “It’s 
a Wonderful Life: A Live 
Radio Play,” on stage open-
ing Friday and playing until 
Dec. 16. Special perfor-
mances Dec. 10 and Dec. 15. 

This beloved American 
holiday classic comes to 
captivating life as a live 
1940s radio broadcast. With 
the help of an ensemble 
that brings a few dozen 
characters to the stage, the 
story of idealistic George 
Bailey unfolds as he con-
siders ending his life one 
fateful Christmas Eve. 

Tickets: $10 to $20. 
Details and tickets: 

moonlightplayers.com 

“Every Christmas Story 
Ever Told (And Then 
Some!)” 

The Melon Patch in 
Leesburg presents “Every 
Christmas Story Ever 
Told (And Then Some!)” 
playing until Dec. 16. 

Instead of performing 
Charles Dickens’ beloved 
holiday classic for the ump-
teenth time, three actors 
decide to perform reduced 
versions of every Christmas 
story ever told. They toss in 
Christmas traditions from 
around the world, try to 
capture seasonal icons rang-
ing from ancient times to 
classic television specials to 
contemporary pop-culture 
and cap it all off by perform-
ing every carol ever sung. 

O N  S TAG E

‘Wonderful 
Life’ opens 
in Clermont

Wine and chocolate in 
Clermont and plenty of 
holiday cheer abound

By Linda Florea
Correspondent

I t’s a jam-packed 
weekend of wine, 
chocolate and holiday 
events in Lake and 
Sumter counties.

Snow is also in the fore-
cast Saturday for Mount Dora, 
so bring your sleds to Chil-
dren’s Christmas in the Park.

Santa will visit Light Up 
Groveland and Fruitland Park’s 

L O C A L  E N T E R TA I N M E N T  S C E N E

On Tap this weekend

By Al Alexander 
More Content Now

If Charles Dickens were 
alive and living in Tokyo, 
he no doubt would write 
something very much like 
“Shoplifters,” a modern 
spin on “Oliver Twist” in 
which a multigenerational 
clan of miscreants tries 
their illegal best to fend 
off an unaccepting society 
insistent on kicking them 
to the side of the road. 
Alas, ol’ Boz is no more, but 
Hirokazu Kore-eda will do 
quite nicely in his stead, 
serving as writer-director 
of what is undoubtedly 
one of the two or three 
best films of the year.

Like the lion’s 
share of Kore-eda’s 

mini-masterpieces, 
“Shoplifters” – his pin-
nacle – is about family and 
all the unconventionality 

that concept inspires. 
There’s a mom and dad, 
and a grandma and auntie, 
each pitching in to raise 

two children, but that’s 
where normality ends and 
amorality begins. From 
the start, an air of intrigu-
ing mystery hovers. Who 
are these people? Why do 
they live in a dilapidated 
hut in the middle of a 
bustling metropolis? And 
why are they so seemingly 

M OV I E  R E V I E W

‘Shoplifters’ will steal your heart

This image shows a scene from “Shoplifters.” [MAGNOLIA PICTURES]

George Bailey (Josh Hernandez) 
with his wife Mary (Sarilda 
Mayberry) and their three 
children (left to right, Irelyn 
Silvestro, Rhyse Silvestro and 
Gloria Denmark) discover the 
true meaning of Christmas 
in this holiday classic “It’s a 
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play” by the Moonlight Players 
in Clermont opening Friday and 
playing until Dec. 16. [LALALU 

PHOTOGRAPHY]

TOP: A man tests out the sledding 
at Donnelly Park in Mount Dora. 
The annual Children’s Christmas 
in the Park with Snow from 5 to 9 
p.m. on Saturday. [CITY OF MOUNT 

DORA] UPPER LEFT: The 43rd Annual 
Cracker Christmas Parade and 
Festival will be from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Satirday at Cadwell Park 
in Umatilla. Dog jog at 9 a.m., 
parade at 9:30 p.m. With arts, 
crafts, food and activities. Go to 
umatillachamber.org. [FACEBOOK]

LOWER RIGHT: Kira Curry’s jaw 
drops at the sight of a decorate-
it-yourself Christmas tree she 
received from Santa Claus at a 
recent light-up event in Groveland. 
[LINDA CHARLTON/CORRESPONDENT]

“Shoplift ers”

• Cast includes Lily Franky, 
Jyo Kairi, Sakura Ando, Kirin 
Kiki, Mayu Matsuoka and 
Miyu Sasaki. In Japanese with 
English subtitles.
• (R for some sexual content 
and nudity.)
• Grade: A

See TAP,  C3

See STAGE,  C3 See REVIEW,  C6
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MUSIC&BOOKS
Mick Jagger likes a 

buzz. A natural buzz.
The Rolling Stones 

frontman, who will tour 
America next spring 
with his iconic band, 
says live shows give 
him a rush that can’t 
be matched and is the 
reason that at 75, he 
still loves touring.

In an interview Nov. 
26 with The Associated 
Press, Jagger talked 
about the tour, only 
having three Grammys 
and appearing in the 
new-but-old Aretha 
Franklin concert docu-
mentary, “Amazing 
Grace,” filmed at a Los 
Angeles church in 1972.

AP: What can fans expect 
from the U.S. shows?

JAGGER: A good night out! 
A good night out for all. We 
did a kind of similar tour in 
Europe this summer, so it’s 
got a lot of fun. ...It’s pretty 
high energy and it’s a good 
a show, I think. I’m into it.
AP: Is it different performing 
in the U.S. compared to other 
territories?

Jagger: Well, I don’t have 
to speak foreign languages 
normally, so that’s a big 
difference. When you 
tour Europe it’s a lot of 
languages, so I try to do 
them all and that takes up 
some time, so (in the U.S.) 
I can concentrate on some 
other things. There’s lots 
of regional differences, say 
between Houston and New 
York, so you’ve got to tune 
yourself to that a little bit. 
It’s slightly about adjust-
ing your set and attitude. 
Its different. It’s nice that 

it’s different, you don’t 
want it to be completely 
homogenous. But it’s 
great to be going around 
so many different areas, 
different states and so on.
AP: How’s the new music 
you’re writing coming along?

JAGGER: It’s going good. 
I’ve got lots of stuff. I’m 
doing some more writ-
ing this week. And I’m 
always, like, messing 
around. I enjoy the writ-
ing process a lot. I mean, 
you always think the last 
thing you wrote is really 
wonderful and sometimes 
they’re really not (laughs). 
But it’s really fun doing 
it and it’s really enjoy-
able doing new things.
AP: You don’t even need to 
release music because of the 
band’s catalog...

JAGGER: Yeah, and we 
haven’t released that much 
and I think it’s a shame 
we haven’t released more 
new music. So, I would 
hope we’re going to release 
some music. We do have 
a huge catalog. The thing 
about the catalog is when 
we come up to doing a 
tour like this, I try and go 
back and find some stuff 
that we haven’t done ever 
or we haven’t done very 
much and try to mix it in, 
so it isn’t always the same 
show. But when you’re 
playing a really big show, 
there’s a certain amount 
of songs people want to 
hear — you don’t have to 
play them — but there’s a 
certain percentage of the 
songs that people will want 
to hear and if you don’t do 
them, they’ll go, “Wish 
he’d done that one.”

JAGGER ON NEW
 STONES TOUR, NEW 

MUSIC AND REACHING 
BACK INTO THE CATALOG

Rolling Stones 
frontman Mick 
Jagger says live 
shows give him 
a rush that can’t 
be matched and 
is the reason 
that at 75, he still 
loves touring. 
[VICTORIA WILL/

INVISION/AP]

TOP 10 SONGS OF THE HOT 100 LIST
1. Thank U, Next, Ariana Grande
2. Sicko Mode, Travis Scott
3. Happier, Marshmello & Bastille
4. Without Me, Halsey 
5. Lucide Dreams, Juice WRLD
6. High Hopes, Panic! At The Disco
7. Mo Bamba, Sheck Wes
8. Girls Like You, Maroon 5 featuring Cardi B
9. Drip Too Hard, Lil Baby & Gunna
10. ZEZE, Kodak Black featuring Travis Scott

TOP 10 ALBUMS OF THE BILLBOARD 200 LIST
1. Delta, Mumford & Sons
2. Love, Michael Buble
3. The Greatest Showman: Reimagined, Various Artists
4. A Star Is Born (Soundtrack), Lady Gaga & Bradley Cooper
5. Caution, Mariah Carey
6. Bohemian Rhapsody (Soundtrack), Queen
7. ASTROWORLD, Travis Scott
8. Scorpion, Drake
9. A Love Letter To You 3,  Trippie Redd
10. Not All Heroes Wear Capes, Metro B

B I L L B OA R D  T O P  1 0   For the week ending Nov. 25

FICTION
1. “The Meltdown (Diary of a Wimpy Kid 13)” by Jeff Kinney 
(Amulet Books)
2. “Look Alive Twenty-Five” by Janet Evanovich (G.P. Putnam)
3. “Long Road to Mercy (Atlee Pine)” by David Baldaaci (Grand 
Central)
4. “Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald-the Original 
Screenplay” by J.K. Rowling (Arthur A. Levine)
5. “The Reckoning” by John Grisham (Doubleday)

NONFICTION
1. “Becoming” by Michelle Obama (Crown)
2. “Homebody” by Joanna Gaines (Harper Design)
3. “It’s Not Supposed to Be this Way” by Lysa TerKeurst 
(Thomas Nelson)
4. “Whose Boat is This Boat?” by The Late Show Staff with 
Stephen Colbert (Simon & Schuster)
5. “Girl, Wash Your Face” by Rachel Hollis (Thomas Nelson)

FICTION E-BOOKS
1. “Look Alive Twenty-Five (Stephanie Plum)” by Janet 
Evanovich (G.P. Putnam)
2. “Long Road to Mercy (Atlee Pine)” by David Baldaaci (Grand 
Central)
3. “Past Tense : A Jack Reacher Novel” by Lee Child 
(Transworld Digital)
4. “The Reckoning” by John Grisham (Doubleday)
5. “Nine Perfect Strangers” by Liane Moriarty (Flatiron Books)

NONFICTION E-BOOKS
1. “Becoming” by Michelle Obama (Crown)
2. “Educated” by Tara Westover (Random House)
3. “About My Mother” by Peggy Rowe (Forefront Books)
4. “It’s Not Supposed to Be this Way” by Lysa TerKeurst 
(Thomas Nelson)
5. “Girl, Wash Your Face” by Rachel Hollis (Thomas Nelson)

B E S T- S E L L I N G  B O O K S 

The Wall Street Journal’s list refl ects nationwide sales 
of hardcover books for the week ending Nov. 11

By Ragan Clark
The Associated Press

It’s no question The Smashing 
Pumpkins has had a tumultuous 
past. Multiple iterations, break-
ups and solo careers later, three 
founding members of the 90s 
Chicago-rooted rockers — Billy 
Corgan, James Iha and Jimmy 
Chamberlin — are back to release 
their first collaborative album 
in 18 years, “SHINY AND OH 
SO BRIGHT, VOL. 1 / LP: NO 
PAST. NO FUTURE. NO SUN.”

The title of the LP is fitting, 
considering there’s a past the 
band likely wants to leave behind.

The Smashing Pumpkins 
has teetered between dissolu-
tion and reconciliation since 
1996, after the overdose death 
of touring keyboardist Jona-
than Melvoin and the firing of 
Chamberlin. Members have 
been in flux ever since, with 
the current roster featuring 

Corgan, Iha and Chamberlin 
with guitarist Jeff Schroeder.

Ahead of their latest tour, one 
founding member, bassist D’arcy 
Wretzky, was left in the dark. 
The circumstances surrounding 
her exclusion from the band’s 
reunion started a feud between 
Wretzky and Corgan, complete 
with publicized text message 
screenshots and name-calling.

Peel away the dramatics and 
dysfunction that marked the 
launch of “SHINY AND OH SO 
BRIGHT” — and the Pumpkins’ 
past, for that matter — and 
you’re left with an album that 
stays true to the band’s clas-
sic sound with the help of leg-
endary producer Rick Rubin.

Triumphant strings and dis-
torted vocals open the album, 
as “Knights of Malta” cre-
scendos to a choir singing 
with the guttural Corgan sing-
ing, “We’re gonna make this 
happen/I’m gonna fly forever.”

Pumpkins’ album is shiny, bright

‘SHINY AND OH 
SO BRIGHT, 
VOL. 1/LP: 
NO PAST. NO 
FUTURE. NO SUN.’

The Smashing 
Pumpkins (Napalm 
Records)

M U S I C  R E V I E W

B O O K  R E V I E W

By Christina Ledbetter
The Associated Press

In Joyce Carol Oates’ future 
America, history and free 
thought are off-limits. Thus, 
high school senior Adriane 
Strohl is arrested for treason-
ous speech when it’s revealed 
that her valedictory address is 
comprised of questions that her 
classmates haven’t the nerve to 
ask. While the curious student 
isn’t “deleted,” as some have 
been, she’s sent into exile 80 
years into the past to the idyllic 
town of Wainscotia, Wiscon-
sin. Here, Adriane will face the 
“Hazards of Time Travel.”

Armed with firm rules (no 
questions, no intimate relation-
ships, no provision of future 
knowledge, among others), a 
fake birth certificate, a vague 
backstory and one box of sec-
ondhand clothing, Adriane enters 
her freshman year at Wainscotia 

State University. Oates doesn’t 
squander much print on obvi-
ous wonderments in this set-
ting. Save for puzzlement over 
a typewriter and the oddity of 
witnessing her 
housemates smoke cigarettes free 
from worry, Adriane’s biggest 
surprises comes in the classroom. 
Here, while 
struggling to intellectually find 
her place, she falls in love with a 
fellow exile, complicating 
her existence in a myriad 
ways.

Desperate for intimacy, yet 
unable to attain it without fear 
of execution, loneliness suf-
focates this protagonist. All 
the while, her classes, art and 
limited relationships stimu-
late her thinking in ways she’s 
never before experienced, 
creating a love story wrapped 
in psychological turmoil.

Imagery takes a back seat 
to intellectual discourse. 

Oates views past via future in latest 

‘Hazards of 
Time Travel’

By Joyce Carol 
Oates (Ecco)

M
IC

K

By Mesfin Fekadu
The Associated Press
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Through Saturday

CHRISTMAS SHOP AT THE 
LIBRARY: From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, 1 to 6 p.m. Sunday, 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday, 10 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday at the W.T. Bland Public 
Library, 1995 N. Donnelly St., 
Mount Dora.

Today

NEW VISION'S ANNUAL LUN-
CHEON: From 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Tavares Civic Center, 
100 E. Caroline St. Cost: $15 per 
person, or $145 for a reserved 
table of eight. Details: http://
newvisionfl .org.

OLD TIME RADIO DRAMA CLUB: 
At 7 p.m. the fi rst Thursday 
of each month at Savannah 
Center, 1575 Buena Vista Blvd. 
in The Villages. Go to thevillag-
esoldtimeradio.club.

AMERICAN LEGION GENERAL 
MEETING: At 6 p.m. the fi rst 
Thursday of the month at 
American Legion John Gella 
Memorial Post 219, 194 W. 
Fountain St., Fruitland Park. 
Call 352-787-2338.

COAST GUARD AUXILIARY — 
FLOTILLA 43 MEETING: At 7 
p.m. the fi rst Thursday of the 
month at Mid-Florida Lakes 
MHP, 200 Forest Drive in 
Leesburg. Promote recreational 
boating safety while receiving 
specialized training and making 
new friends. Call 407-761-8764 
or email marty@ganii.com.

READER OF THE PACK: From 4 
to 5 p.m. the fi rst Thursday of 
the month at Leesburg Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St. Free. All 
ages are invited to pet and read 
a book to the PAWS Therapy 
Dogs to strengthen reading 
skills and build reading con-
fi dence. Call Melissa Curry at 
352-728-9790 or email melissa.
curry@leesburgfl orida.gov.

PALETTES AND PETS: From 5 to 
7 p.m. the fi rst Thursday of the 
month at Orlando Cat Café, 532 
Cagan Park Ave. in Clermont. 
Order a snack and create a 
canvas painting with guidance 
from professional artist Kathie 
Camara. All materials provided. 
Cost is $35. Registration required. 
Go to orlandocatcafe.com.

NORTH LAKE TEA PARTY 
MEETING: From 7 to 9 p.m. 
the fi rst and third Thursday 
of the month at Tavares Civic 
Center, 100 E. Caroline St. Go 
to northlaketeaparty.com for 
information.

LAKE COUNTY FARMERS AND 
FLEA MARKET: From 8 a.m. to 

CALENDAR
We want to hear from you: 
Send news releases about 
arts and entertainment events 
around Lake and Sumter coun-
ties to news@dailycommercial.
com. Include a description, 
date, time, cost, address, con-
tact name and phone number.

“Well, if you love all 
things Christmas, this is 
the show for you,” said 
director Jennifer Mendez. 
“Three men, over 50 cos-
tume changes and close to 
70 props tell the story of 
every Christmas story you 
can think of in the space of 
approximately 90 minutes.” 

Details and tickets: mel-
onpatchplayers.org 

“She Loves Me” 

The Tavares Commu-
nity Theater presents the 
Broadway musical romantic 
comedy “She Loves Me” 
opening Saturday and play-
ing until Dec. 16 at Bridges 
Family Center, 1100 N St 
Clair Abrams in Tavares. 

In the play, when Georg 
Nowack (played by Jared 
Wells) meets Amalia Bal-
ish (Cassandra Small), 
neither realizes the other 
is the delightfully poetic 
person whom they are each 

enamored with and write 
letters to under the pen 
name. Their meeting is less 
than agreeable at Maraczek’s 
Parfumere where they both 
work. Owner Mr. Marac-
zek (Ken Anders) adds to 
Georg’s troubles by firing 
him. Ilona Ritter (Lisa Fer-
guson) and Steven Kodaly 
(Rick Breeze) also work at 
the parfumere. While Ilona 
hopes to settle down, Steven 
is a lady’s man. Seemingly 
benign Ladislav Sipos (Logan 
Blake) and an energetic 
Arpad Laszlo (Steven Fer-
guson) fill out the remaining 
help at the store. A plucky 
waiter (Keith Byers) adds 
a bit of comedy at the Café 
Imperial. Customers 1, 2, & 3 
(Jordan Buster in her Florida 
debut/Katrina Guerra, 
Brenda Ferguson and Noel 
Miner) dot the show with 
upbeat holiday tunes. 

Tickets: $14 to $16. 
Details: tavar-

estheater.org. 

“It’s a Wonderful Life: A 
Live Radio Play” 

The Bay Street Players 

presents “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life: A Live Radio Play,” 
on stage at the Bay Street 
Theatre, 109 North Bay St. 
in Eustis until Dec. 16. 

“It’s a feel-good holiday 
story,” said director Carlos 
Francisco Asse. “Since 
it’s a radio play, there are 
musical interludes and 
commercials in the play 
and we have a pianist who 
plays all the background 
music for the show.” 

Tickets are $18 to $21. 
Students with iden-
tification are $11. 

Details and tickets: 
baystreetplayers.org 

“Mary Poppins, the 
Broadway Musical” 

Just in time to set the 
stage for holiday family 
magic, “Mary Poppins, 
the Broadway Musical” 
continues its run at the 
Sonnentag Theatre at 
the IceHouse, 1100 N. 
Unser St. in Mount Dora. 
It runs through Dec. 16. 
Shows are not scheduled 
today and Friday. 

“We’re so excited to be 

offering this show for the 
holidays, it is such a beloved 
story for so many people,” 
said Darlin Barry, the man-
aging artistic director of the 
IceHouse Theatre. “Ashley 
Willsey as our Mary Pop-
pins and Kirk Simpson as 
the chimney sweep, Bert, 
are perfectly suited to their 
roles. A terrific supporting 
cast of actors are singing and 
dancing in the show beauti-
fully, and the costumes and 
scenery are stunning. This 
will be such a treat for our 
audiences to enjoy with their 
children and grandchildren.” 

Tickets are $10 to $22. 
Student and group dis-
counts are available. 

Details and tick-
ets: icehousetheatre.
com or 352-383-4616. 

The Letterman 

The Orange Blossom Opry 
in Weirsdale presents The 
Letterman at 2:30 and 7:30 
p.m. Saturday. The fam-
ily friendly trio includes 
Tony Butala, Donovan Tea 
and Bobby Poynton. The 
60’s and the early 70’s 

saw The Lettermen score 
over 25 hit singles. They 
have sung and recorded 
in over 14 languages and 
have accumulated 18 gold 
records internationally. 
Tickets are $38 to $44. 

Details and tick-
ets: obopry.com 

Upcoming 

Phantasmagoria’s “A 
Christmas Carol, A Ghost 
Story of Christmas” 

Celebrate the holiday with 
the Victoria performance 
troupe Phantasmagoria, 
with its own unique 
adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ classic holiday tale 
“A Christmas Carol, A Ghost 
Story of Christmas.” This 
critically acclaimed troupe 
brings its signature tapestry 
of movement, dance, 
puppetry, projections, 
music and storytelling to 
the stage as one of the most 
famous ghost stories of all 
times. The show is suitable 
for all ages. Tickets: Adults 
are $21 to $36 and children 
younger than age 12 are $11. 
Details: baystreetplayers.org
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Hometown Christmas, 
while Umatilla continues 
its longtime tradition with 
the 43rd annual Cracker 
Christmas Parade and 
Festival on Saturday.

Local street parties 
include the Night Market 
on Friday and Food Truck-
n-Flick Night Saturday in 
Leesburg, the first Friday 
Street Party in Eustis 
and First Friday Food 
Trucks in Clermont.

Wine and Chocolate

Lakeridge Winery and 
Vineyards hosts the Wine 
and Chocolate Festival 
Friday through Sunday. 
Local chocolatiers will 
be on hand with sweet 
confections, along with 
artists, crafters and music. 
Lakeridge wine, beer, 
soft drinks and a variety 
of food will be available 
for purchase, along with 
complimentary winery 
tours and tastings. A 
portion of the proceeds go 
to the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Central 
Florida. The event is 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday and 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday 
at Lakeridge Winery 
and Vineyards, 19239 N. 
Highway 27 in Clermont.

Admission is $10. Chil-
dren 12 and under are free.

Details: lak-
eridgewinery.com

Light Up Groveland

Groveland lights up for 
the holidays from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Saturday in Down-
town Festival Park, 117 N. 
Main Ave. at the corner 
of Crittenden Street.

The Elf Run 5K run/
walk check-in is 8 a.m. 
and the race starts at 9 
a.m. Reserve a spot for the 
5K by sending your name, 
email address and T-shirt 
size to info@groveland-fl.
gov and be ready to pay the 
$10 entry fee on the morn-
ing of the event. Everyone 
who enters gets a T-shirt 
and finisher medal. Awards 

ceremony is 10 a.m.
At 10:30 a.m. there 

will be a park grand 
opening and ribbon 
cutting. Holiday in the 
Park festivities are from 
10:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
include food trucks, 
craft vendors, kids zone, 
video game truck, rock 
climbing wall, obstacle 
course, bounce houses, 
face painting and more.

The holiday parade 
begins at 4 p.m. near 
Gray Middle School 
starting at Cherry Street 
and continuing on Lake 
Avenue and Magnolia 
Street. The tree lighting, 
concert and visits with 
Santa are at 6 p.m.

Children’s Christmas 
in the Park with Snow

Get out the sleds for 
Mount Dora’s annual 
Children’s Christmas 
in the Park with Snow, 
featuring sledding, bounce 
houses, music and food 
from 5 p.m to 9 p.m. 
Saturday at Donnelly Park.

Details: 
cityofmountdora.com

43rd Annual Cracker 
Christmas Parade and 
Festival

Umatilla celebrates 
its 43rd annual Cracker 
Christmas Parade and 
Festival from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday in Cadwell 
Park. The event features 
arts, crafts, food and 
children’s activities. 
Register for the dog walk 
and dress up your pooch 
for a walk along the parade 
route at 9 a.m. The parade 
starts at 9:30 a.m. at 
Central Avenue with floats, 
dignitaries and bands.

Fruitland Park’s 
Hometown Christmas

Fruitland Park’s 
Hometown Christmas is 
from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 
the front lawn of Fruitland 
Park City Hall, 506 W. 
Berckman Street. The 
Christmas event includes 
local entertainment, 
free activities for kids 
including bounce houses, 
live DJ, food trucks, 
vendors and a visit from 

Mr. and Mrs. Claus who 
arrive by fire truck.

Holiday Home Tour

The Howey-in-the-
Hills Garden and Civic 
Club sponsor a Holiday 
Home Tour from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Saturday.

Cost: $25
Details: events@

howeygardenclub.com

Leesburg Night Market

Do a little shopping 
at the night market on 
the corner of Fifth and 
Magnolia streets from 
5 to 9 p.m. Friday in 
downtown Leesburg.

Details: 
leesburgarts.com

Eustis Street Party

Downtown Eustis 
features music, food, 
vendors and live music 
at the First Friday 
Street Party from 6 
to 10 p.m. Friday.

Details: eustis.org

First Friday Food 
Trucks

Live music, kids zone, 
food truck and shopping is 
in store at the First Friday 
Food Trucks from 5:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday in 
downtown Clermont.

Details: clermontdown-
townpartnership.com

Food Truck-n-Flick 
Night

Classic and custom cars 
line up on Main Street 
and food trucks on Fifth 
and Sixth streets for an 
evening of fun, food and 
free movies from 5 p.m. to 
10 p.m. Saturday. There’s 
live music and a cash bar.

Guitars and Cars

Swap meets for 
musicians, cars and 
motorcyclists combine 
for the Guitars and 
Cars Swap Meet 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Sunday at 
Renninger’s Antique 
Center, 20651 Highway 
441 in Mount Dora.

Cost: $2
Details: renningers.net

TAP
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LAKERIDGE WINERY WINE AND CHOCOLATE FESTIVAL: From 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday at 
Lakeridge Winery and Vineyards, 19239 N. Highway 27 in Clermont. 
Admission is $10, children 12 and younger are free. Details: 
lakeridgewinery.com. [SUBMITTED]

See CALENDAR,  C6



CLASSIC
PEANUTS

HEATHCLIFFDENNIS THE MENACE FAMILY CIRCUS

LUANN

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM

BEETLE BAILEY

ZITS

GARFIELD

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

B.C.

ROSE IS ROSE

DILBERT

SHOE

PICKLES

PHANTOM

BLONDIE

BABY BLUES

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

SNUFFY SMITH

COMICS
 C4   Thursday, December 6, 2018    |    DailyCommercial.com 



DEAR ABBY: I gave birth 
to my daughter three 
months ago, after 44 
grueling hours of labor. 
My mother, assuming I 
would want her in the 
delivery room, booked 
her flight, flew across the 
country and stayed at 
my house without asking 
when I'd like her to come 
to help me. 

During her stay, she 
made comments about 
how she had flown 2,000 
miles to "dog-sit" for 
me, that she knew she 
wasn't wanted, and had 
she known my daughter 
wasn't going to come on 
time (I was induced), she 
wouldn't have "wasted 
her vacation" to fly in 
early. The entire visit was 
miserable. 

Without consulting my 
husband and me, she has 
now booked a flight to 
come and stay with us for 
Christmas. Christmas is 
my favorite holiday, and 
I'm dreading the thought 
of her being here and 
worried this visit will be 
just as awful as the last. 
I'd like my daughter's 
first Christmas to be a 

happy occasion. 
I asked my mother to 

change her flights and 
come in after the holiday, 
only to be met with the 
accusation "you're being 
selfish" from her and my 
stepfather. How do I tell 
them that I don't want 
them here for Christmas 
while minimizing hurt 
feelings? -- PUSHED TOO 
FAR IN PENNSYLVANIA 

DEAR PUSHED: It ap-
pears you not only have 
a pushy mother, but also 
one who has no filter. 
When she made the com-
ments she did when she 
came to "help" after the 
delivery, did you tell her 
how offended you were? 
Or were you so weak 
from the struggle to give 
life that you wilted? If you 
didn't tell her how you 
felt, you have a commu-
nication problem.

Give your mother one 

more chance. Welcome 
her and your stepfather 
at Christmas and, if she 
makes a demeaning or 
unkind comment, CALL 
her on it! And when 
you do, tell her that in 
the future you and your 
husband prefer to invite 
your houseguests rather 
than have them descend 
upon you. 

DEAR ABBY: Because 
my husband and I are 
reaching advanced years, 
we know we will soon 
have to downsize to a 
senior living facility. In 
anticipation, we have 
begun distributing 
keepsakes we have accu-
mulated over the years. 
Many were gifts with 
special meaning. Some 
are heirlooms that have 
been passed down from 
previous generations.

When I helped my 
son with his garage sale 
recently, I was shocked 
to discover several of the 
keepsakes on display. 
I didn't know how to 
react, but I did speak to 
him about it. Apparently, 
he doesn't value them! 
How should I handle 

future distribution of 
keepsakes, as there are 
more of them, some of 
which I had intended 
for him and his family? 
Apparently, his wife and 
son also have no interest 
in them. -- SENTIMENTAL 
IN WISCONSIN

DEAR SENTIMENTAL: You 
now have two choices. 
You can either give the 
items as gifts to other 
family members, after 
first ensuring that they 
will be appreciated and 
treasured, or sell them 
and use the money to 
cover any expenses that 
may come up in the 
future.

P.S. If they have histori-
cal value, consider donat-
ing them to a museum 
or your state historical 
society.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com 
or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

How to play: Fill in the 
blank squares with the  
numbers 1 through 9 so that 
each horizontal row, vertical  
column and nine-square  
sub-grid contains no repeat-
ed numbers.

Puzzles range in difficulty 
from one to six stars.

The solution to today’s 
puzzle will be in tomorrow’s 
paper.

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

›› BRIDGE

›› CRYPTOQUOTE
›› HOROSCOPES

›› TODAY IN HISTORY

DIVERSIONS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR 
THURSDAY, DEC. 6, 2018:

This year you will land 
like a cat, on all fours. The 
next 12 months could be 
unusually fortunate for 
you. You have started a new 
12-year luck cycle. If you 
have a certain goal, go for it. 
If you are single, you could 
meet someone who easily 
becomes a lifelong roman-
tic partner. You will find it 
easy to get along with this 
person. If you are attached, 
the two of you could get into 
tiff after tiff. Respect your 
differences, and give your 
significant other the space 
to be him- or herself. SAG-
ITTARIUS will experience a 
new beginning in the next 
few months.

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 
19) You might have been 
thinking about a plan and 
finally have come to a 
conclusion. Once more, you 
become Mr. or Ms. Friendly. 
Others will rejoice at seeing 
the happier you return. Still, 
someone could become 
somewhat difficult. 

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 
20) You will be distancing 
yourself until it becomes 
obvious that you need to 
deal with a situation that 

could implode. Expressing 
your caring is important, 
especially when dealing with 
an older relative. A call to 
someone at a distance will 
mean a lot. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 
20) A partner seems to 
have assumed control of a 
key matter. This change of 
responsibilities could be all 
right with you; however, you 
might want to discuss the 
long-term implications of 
the situation. A conversation 
like this is important. 

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 
22) You’ll be taken aback 
by a personal matter. The 
other party could be overly 
assertive, which might cause 
you to feel cornered. Initiate 
an important one-on-one 
discussion; in fact, insist on 
it. The balance of power will 
level off as a result. 

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22) 
Your mood quickly changes 
midday. You are best when 
networking and socializing. 
Now is the time to kick back 
and be spontaneous. You 
might hear someone ex-
press his or her frustration; 
behind those feelings is an 
important message. 

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 
22) You could be quite cre-
ative in the morning when 

faced with a difficult situa-
tion. Lighten up and have an 
important discussion once 
others seem more relaxed. 
The tone of those around 
you will be more significant 
than you might realize. 

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22) 
You have been tenacious 
and diligent about getting a 
project done. You also feel 
empowered by its com-
pletion and by the com-
ments you get. Later today, 
brainstorm with others to 
create and firm up a fun 
idea. Not everything has to 
be business. 

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 
21) You won’t hesitate to ex-
press your opinions, but you 
could come off a lot sterner 
than you realize. The key 
to success will be following 
through on a particular 
situation and maintaining a 
lighter attitude. Others will 
open up more easily as a 
result. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-

DEC. 21) Check out the cost 
of proceeding as you have 
been. Someone might be 
more than ready to chip in 
and help. Know that all the 
responsibility does not have 
to land on your shoulders. 
Make a point to accept 
someone’s gesture as it was 
meant. 

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-
JAN. 19) Zero in on what 
you want. You’ll have many 
supporters at the present 
moment, which increases 
your chances of achieving 
what you desire. You come 
off as far more sensitive than 
you think. You can’t always 
hide your feelings. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 
18) You might be slow to 
start, but once you get 
going, you are a formidable 
force to stop. You know what 
you want, and have no in-
tention of settling. Someone 
at a distance could play a 
significant role. 

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 
20) You have a matter that 
you would prefer to keep 
under wraps. Someone 
might try to coax it out of 
you, but you will resist. Be 
careful if you don’t want to 
spill the beans. A partner or 
associate will make an effort 
to discuss an issue that you 
both are well aware of. 

Mom makes travel plans without being invited to visit
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TODAY IS THURSDAY, 
DEC. 6, the 340th day of 2018. 
There are 25 days left in the 
year.

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS IN 
HISTORY:

On Dec. 6, 1907, the worst 
mining disaster in U.S. history 
occurred as 362 men and boys 
died in a coal mine explosion in 
Monongah, West Virginia.

ON THIS DATE:
In 1790, Congress moved to 

Philadelphia from New York.
In 1947, Everglades National 

Park in Florida was dedicated 
by President Harry S. Truman.

In 1957, America's first 
attempt at putting a satellite 
into orbit failed as Vanguard 
TV3 rose about four feet off 
a Cape Canaveral launch pad 

before crashing down and 
exploding.

In 1973, House minority 
leader Gerald R. Ford was 
sworn in as vice president, 
succeeding Spiro T. Agnew.

In 1982, 11 soldiers and six 
civilians were killed when an 
Irish National Liberation Army 
bomb exploded at a pub in 
Ballykelly, Northern Ireland.

In 1989, 14 women were 
shot to death at the University 
of Montreal's school of engi-
neering by a man who then 
took his own life.

In 1998, in Venezuela, 
former Lt. Col. Hugo Chavez, 
who had staged a bloody coup 
attempt against the govern-
ment six years earlier, was 
elected president.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR
ABBV

JACQUELINE _ 
BIGAR '
BIGAR’S
STARS

The philosophy of defense

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
♦ Q75 
V K Q J 7
♦  J  6  2  
♦ Q J 8

WEST
♦  1 0 8 2  
¥ 9 3
♦  A K Q 8 7 4  
♦ A  5

SOUTH
♦ A K 9 6 4 3
¥ A 8
♦ 1 0 5  
♦K 7 4

The bidding:
South West 
14 24 
2 ♦ Pass 
44
Opening lead —

EAST
♦ J
¥ 1 0 6  5  4 2
♦  9 3
♦  1 0 9 6 3 2

North 
2 ¥ 
3 *

East
Pass
Pass

king of diamonds.

Just as the declarer is frequently 
confronted with a choice of ways to 
try to make his contract, so are the 
defenders often presented with dif
ferent ways to try to defeat the con
tract. In these cases, the defense natu
rally looks for the method of play that 
offers the best chance of attaining 
that goal.

Take this deal where West led the 
diamond king, East playing the nine. 
West continued with the queen, and 
after East and South each produced

another diamond. West paused to 
consider his next move.

He saw two chances to stop the 
contract: namely, if his partner had 
either the club king or the heart ace. 
So at trick three, he cashed the club 
ace, looking for an encouraging sig
nal from East. But when East played 
the deuce, West shifted to a heart. 
Declarer won with the ace, drew 
trumps and claimed the balance.

Considering the bidding, West’s 
defense offered virtually no chance 
of garnering four tricks for his side. 
He could see 25 high-card points 
between his own hand and dummy, 
which meant that South was virtually 
certain to hold the ace of spades, ace 
of hearts and king of clubs to justify 
his opening bid and subsequent four- 
spade bid.

After cashing the club ace at trick 
three, West should have dismissed 
any notion that East might have the 
ace of hearts. Instead, he should have 
played his partner for the one card he 
could reasonably hold on the bidding 
— the jack of spades. In line with 
that, West should have led the four of 
diamonds at trick four, hoping to 
manufacture a trump trick for him
self.

This play would have worked
like a charm. East would ruff the 
diamond with the jack, and West 
would ultimately score a trump trick 
to defeat the contract.

Tomorrow: Test your play.
€>2018 King Features Syndicale Inc.

A X Y D L B A A X R  
i s L O N G F E L L O W  

O n e  letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters, 

apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

12-6 CRYPTOQUOTE

N W A P K  O T F  I R B K  X T  L K  

R V W B K  X T  I R B K  S U T L V K Y N ,  

L K  Q U R X K E F V  E T U  X I K  

T S S T U X F A W X O  X T  I R B K  X I K Y .

WORD sj cj R) f) M) M) A) G) Ejr
BY JUDD HAMBRICK © 2018 UFS f Ofoa. by Andraws McW&el Syndication (or UFS

OOOOOOO „ 7”
®©SXSXSXS© “SU

.OOOOOOO-..... ”
3" DOWN

o
OOOOOOO

3 A'2 A *2 A“6 11 11

OOOOOOO 
É■A17A'2 A*2

41h DOWN

4th Down i 
+ 30PTS1

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN
Directions: Make a 2- to 7-letter ward tram the letters an each yard line. Add points 
to each word or letter using scoring directions. Seven-letter words get a 60-point 
Conns. All words ran be found In Webster's Mew World College Dictionary.
12-s-ie JUDD’S SOLUTION TOMORROW

FOUR PLAY 
TOTAL

0
WiiRltQPDIMMAfiP* SOLUTION BY JUDD hambrick
If Ullll üUl\lrlrlnüt © 2018 UFS i DÍSÍ. by Andrews McMeei Syndication fe* UFS

©(E)®®®®® 1st DOWM = 82

©®®®®® 2nd down = 37

©®®©®©® 3rd DOWN = 120

©®®©®©© 4m DOWN = 77

AVERAGE GAME 200-210 PTS
12-5-18

JUDD’S TOTAL = 316

Sudoku 4puz.com

5 2
4 2 3 5 7 6

6 4
6 3 2 4 5 7

6
9 7 5 8 4 2

9 5
3 5 7 9 1 4

4 8
Fill in the squares so that each row. column, and 
3-by-3 box contain the numbers 1 through 9.

2 1 6 8 7 9 3 5 4
3 4 9 5 2 1 8 7 6
5 8 7 3 4 6 1 9 2
9 5 4 7 3 2 6 8 1
7 6 3 1 8 5 4 2 9
1 2 8 6 9 4 7 3 5
6 7 2 4 5 3 9 1 8
4 3 5 9 1 8 2 6 7
8 9 1 2 6 7 5 4 3

- L K U A W K  N W K Q K V  
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: YOU CAN BE THE 

MOON AND STILL BE JEALOUS OF THE STARS. 
-GARY ALLAN

with the morning newspaper .. 
they just go together.
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happy when they have 
every reason not to be?

Kore-eda is careful and 
deliberate in revealing the 
answers; meaning patience 
is required. But the eventual 
rewards are well worth the 
investment. Just trust the 
fact that you’re in the pres-
ence of a master at the top 
of his storytelling game, 
and one not afraid to chal-
lenge your every expecta-
tion. And he wastes no time 
putting you to the test in 
an opening scene showing 
a dad, Osamu (Kore-eda 
regular, Lily Franky) and his 
12-year-old son, Shota (Jyo 
Kairi), exactingly pilfering 
food stuffs from a neighbor-
hood grocery, ala Fagin and 
the Artful Dodger, albeit a 
far more genial version.

Are we to empathize, or 

be repulsed? You choose, 
but know that it won’t be 
the first time you’ll be asked 
to decide. In fact, it’s only 
a matter of minutes until 
the next moral quandary 
arises with the discovery of 
a scrawny – but adorable – 
5-year-old girl (Miyu Sasaki) 
huddled alone and shivering 
in the dark. Unsure what to 
do, Osamu brings her home 
to his wife, Nobuyo (Sakura 
Ando), her younger sister, 
Aki (Mayu Matsuoka), and 
their granny, Hatsue (Kirin 
Kiki, another Kore-eda 
regular), who are already 
short on room and food.

Nobuyo insists on tak-
ing the child back to where 
Osamu found her, but when 
they do, the situation dic-
tates that they don’t. Does 
this now make them kidnap-
pers? Technically, yes. But 
morally, no, at least in their 
eyes; a decision reinforced 
once they spot the awful 
burn marks on the tiny arms 

of the girl they now call Yuri. 
Besides, she’d make a ter-
rific decoy on Osamu and 
Shota’s shoplifting sprees, 
especially after the latter 
twists his ankle at his part-
time construction job and 
is put out of commission.

The wickets only get 
stickier as Kore-eda’s some-
what fact-based tale unfolds 
in gloriously unexpected 
directions, raising even more 
questions while revealing 
ever darker secrets involving 
the origins of this appealing 
den of thieves. And as Kore-
eda peels back the layers, 
we’re left to contemplate, 
examine and confront what 
constitutes a family. The 
answer is rooted in the old 
nature vs. nurture conun-
drum, but Kore-eda digs 
much deeper by adding in the 
environmental factors, such 
as domestic abuse, betray-
als and poverty exacerbated 
by a society eager to exclude 
those unable to conform 

to its rigid templates.
At times, you’re unsure 

of where Kore-eda is tak-
ing you, but when it’s time 
to make his points about the 
pricelessness of uncondi-
tional love, it smacks you 
upside the face so hard it 
leaves you dazed, not to 
mention profoundly moved. 
Kore-eda is sneaky that 
way, and we’re all the bet-
ter for it. So are his talented 
stable of actors, each allotted 
ample opportunity to shine, 
whether it’s the recently 
deceased Kirin Kiki expres-
sively expressing gratitude 
for the family refusing to 
let her Hatsue die alone; 
Matsuoka’s Aki struggling 
to find dignity and con-
nection as a sex worker; 
or Kairi’s Shota struggling 
to use labels like “Mom,” 
“Dad” and “sister” on the 
people he so wearily loves.

That last one really got 
me thinking about how 
adeptly the family dynamics 

in “Shoplifters” serve as 
a metaphor for society’s 
problem with legitimizing 
gay partnerships, and who 
has the right to say blood 
is thicker than love when it 
comes to making decisions 
involving quality of life? And 
it only evolves from there, as 
it occurs to you that this is 
no mere movie; it’s life itself, 
and all the messy heartbreak 
and beauty that entails. It’s 
very much a companion to 
Kore-eda’s last film, “After 
the Storm,” and its ideas of 
relationships defying expla-
nations and parameters. 
We want what we want and 
love what we love, no mat-
ter the circumstances. It’s 
by no means easy, but it 
encompasses everything 
we know about being alive. 
And if we have to, like this 
sticky-fingered bunch, we’ll 
steal every bit of it we can.

Al Alexander may be reached 
at alexandercritica@aol.com.
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noon every Thursday (except 
holidays) at the Lake County 
Fairgrounds, 2101 County 
Road 452 in Eustis. For infor-
mation, call Cole Scharlau at 
352-357-9692.

FAMILY CRAFTERS: From 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m. every Thursday at 
the Leesburg Public Library, 100 
E. Main St. Free. Children under 
the age of 9 must be accompa-
nied by an adult caregiver. Call 
352-728-9790 or email penny.
richardson@leesburgfl orida.gov.

SUPPORT GROUP: From 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. every Thursday at W.T. 
Bland Public Library Simpson 
Farm House, 1995 N. Donnelly 
St. in Mount Dora. For anyone 
who deals with or has a loved 
one with anxiety, depression or 
other mental health issues. Call 
Logan at 352-483-7434 or email 
loganandtiger@yahoo.com for 
information.

MEDITATION: At 4 p.m. every 
Thursday at Leesburg Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St. Guided 
meditation followed by discus-
sion. Chairs provided or bring 
yoga mat. Beginners welcome. 
Call 352-728-9790 to register.

CRAFTERNOONS: From 2 to 5 
p.m. every Thursday at Cooper 
Memorial Library, 2525 Oakley 
Seaver Drive in Clermont. Bring 
your current craft project. Call 
352-536-2275 for information.

KIDS ACTIVITY NIGHT: From 
6 to 7 p.m. every Thursday at 
Astor County Library, 54905 
Alco Road. Call 352-759-9913 for 
information.

TNT GAMING: From 4 to 5 p.m. 
every Thursday at Leesburg 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St. 
For ages 8 to 18. Call 352-728-
9790 for information.

LEGO CLUB: From 3 to 4 p.m. 
every Thursday at Fruitland 
Park Library, 205 W. Berckman 
St. For ages 5 to 18. Call 352-360-
6561 for information.

STORY TIME OUR WORLD: From 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. every Thurs-
day at Leesburg Public Library, 
100 E. Main St. For ages 5 and 
under. With music, movement 
and fi ngerplays. Call 352-728-
9790 for information.

PRE-K STORY TIME: From 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. every Thursday at 
W.T. Bland Public Library, 1995 
N. Donnelly St. in Mt Dora. Call 
352-735-7180 for information.

CHESS CLUB: From 5:45 to 
7:45 p.m. every Thursday at 
Leesburg Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St. Call 352-728-9790 for 
information.

LADIES THURSDAY BIBLE 
STUDY: From 9 to 11 a.m. every 
Thursday at Fairway Christian 
Church Classrooms C-D, 251 
Avenida Los Angelos in The 
Villages. Call 352-259-9305 for 
information.

QUILTING SISTERS GUILD: 
From 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. every 
Thursday at Masonic Lodge, 
200 Richey Road. in Leesburg. 

Call Mary at 352-323-3351 or go 
to quiltingsistersguild.com for 
information.

RIDERS RIDE: At 10 a.m. every 
Thursday at American Legion 
John Gella Memorial Post 219, 
194 W. Fountain St., Fruitland 
Park. Call 352-787-2338.

Friday

BLING ON THE HOLIDAYS: 
From 6 to 8 p.m. at Lake Eustis 
Museum of Art 1 W. Orange 
Ave., Eustis. With Two B’s 
Studio, Florida Faience Gallery 
and Artisans on fi fth. Details: 
ksmith@LakeEustisArtMuseum.
org.

LIVING NATIVITY: From 6:30 to 
9 p.m. at Woodlands Lutheran 
Church, 15333 CR 455 in 
Montverde. Free. Accepting 
non-perishable food. Details: 
407-469-2525 or woodlands 
church.com.

HOMETOWN CHRISTMAS: From 
5:30 to 9 p.m. on the front lawn 
of Fruitland Park City Hall, 506 

W. Barckman Street. Music, 
bounce house, bonfi re and 
Santa and Mrs. Claus.

NIGHT MARKET: From 5 to 
9 p.m. the fi rst Friday of the 
month on the corner of 5th 
an Magnolia in downtown 
Leesburg. Details: www.
leesburgarts.com or call us at 
352-365-0232.

FIRST FRIDAY FOOD TRUCKS: 
From 5:30 to 9 p.m. in down-
town Clermont. Featuring live 
music, kids' zone, plenty of 
food trucks and stores will stay 
open late. Go to www.Cler-
montDowntownPartnership.
com.

HOLY HOUR AND HAPPY HOUR: 
At 7 p.m. the fi rst Friday of the 
month at Chabad House Center 
for Jewish Life and Learn-
ing, 13030 County Road 103 
in Oxford. Beginners Shabbat 
Service followed by cocktails 
and traditional dishes. RSVP to 
352-330-4466 orinfo@jewish-
marion.org. Go to ourchabad.
org for information.
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