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TAVARES – A federal jury 
has cleared former Lake County 
Animal Services Director Jac-
quelyn Johnston of accusations 
that she euthanized dozens of 
animals during her brief tenure 
in 2014, deciding that public 
statements by former Sher-
iff Gary Borders and the Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office were 
“false and stigmatizing.”

The verdict on Friday con-
cludes a three and a half-year 
civil suit, which began more 
than half a year after she was 
fired by the sheriff in Oct. 2014, 
only nine days after taking the 
job.

“My name is now clear,” 
Johnston wrote in a statement 
Tuesday. “I will tell the full 

story in the coming months, as 
I begin a new chapter through 
my continued commitment to 
help shelter pets in need.”

The court awarded compen-
satory damages to Johnston in 
the amounts of $65,000 from 
the Sheriff’s Office and $35,000 
from Jennifer Ferguson, who 
Johnston said defamed her in 
order to get her fired.

A second verdict called for 
$100 in punitive damages from 
Ferguson, formerly the shelter’s 
kennel supervisor.

The Sheriff’s Office has 
no plans to appeal the deci-
sion, according to Lieutenant 
John Herrell, “as this situation 
occurred four years ago under 
another sheriff.”

The Sheriff’s Office is 

Federal jury clears 
former shelter director, 
awards damages

By Seth Borenstein
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Moist 
air, warm waters in the Gulf 
of Mexico, and ideal wind pat-
terns turbocharged Hurricane 
Michael in the hours before it 
smacked Florida’s Panhandle.

Hurricane Michael’s wind 
speed increased by 50 mph 
in 24 hours, to 140 mph 
Wednesday.

“Michael saw our worst 
fears realized, of rapid inten-
sification just before landfall 
on a part of a coastline that 
has never experienced a 
Category 4 hurricane,” Uni-
versity of Miami hurricane 
researcher Brian McNoldy 

said Wednesday morning.
Hurricanes have something 

called a potential intensity. 
That’s how strong a storm 
can get if all other factors 
are aligned, said National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration climate and 
hurricane expert Jim Kossin 
said. Michael had nothing 
holding it back.

“Everything was there for 
it to reach its potential and it 
did,” Kossin said.

As Michael’s eye started 
coming ashore, it boasted 
the third lowest central pres-
sure of any storm to hit the 
United States, behind only a 

Turbocharged: How 
Michael grew in a day

See JURY,  A6

See MICHAEL,  A6

A federal jury has decided that offi cials defamed former Lake County 
Animal Shelter Director Jacquelyn Johnson with statements that 
she ordered the euthanization of dozens of animals in 2014. [DAILY 

COMMERCIAL FILE]

A woman checks on her vehicle as Hurricane Michael passes through after the hotel canopy had just 
collapsed in Panama City Beach on Wednesday. [AP PHOTO/GERALD HERBERT]

By Jay Reeves and
Brendan Farrington
The Associated Press

PANAMA CITY — Super-
charged by abnormally warm 
waters in the Gulf of Mexico, 
Hurricane Michael slammed 
into the Florida Panhandle 
with terrifying winds of 155 
mph Wednesday, splintering 
homes and submerging neigh-
borhoods. It was the most 
powerful hurricane to hit the 
continental U.S. in nearly 50 
years.

Its winds shrieking, the Cat-
egory 4 storm crashed ashore 
in the early afternoon near 
Mexico Beach, a tourist town 
about midway along the Pan-
handle, a lightly populated, 
200-mile stretch of white-
sand beach resorts, fishing 
towns and military bases.

Michael battered the 
shoreline with sideways rain, 
powerful gusts and crash-
ing waves, swamping streets 
and docks, flattening trees, 
stripping away leaves, shred-
ding awnings and peeling 
away shingles. It also set off 
transformer explosions and 
knocked out power to more 
than 190,000 homes and 
businesses.

“We are catching some 
hell,” said Timothy Thomas, 
who rode out the storm with 
his wife in their second-floor 
apartment in Panama City 
Beach.

With the hurricane still 

pounding the state hours after 
it came ashore, and conditions 
too dangerous in places for 
search-and-rescue teams to 
go out, there were no imme-
diate reports of any deaths or 
serious injuries.

Michael was a meteoro-
logical brute that sprang 
quickly from a weekend trop-
ical depression, going from 
a Category 2 on Tuesday to a 
Category 4 by the time it came 
ashore. It was the most pow-
erful hurricane on record to hit 
the Panhandle.

“I’ve had to take antacids 
I’m so sick to my stomach 
today because of this impend-
ing catastrophe,” National 
Hurricane Center scientist 
Eric Blake tweeted as the storm 
— drawing energy from the 
unusually warm, 84-degree 
Gulf waters — became more 
menacing.

More than 375,000 people 
up and down the Gulf Coast 

were urged to evacuate as 
Michael closed in. But the fast-
moving, fast-strengthening 
storm didn’t give people much 
time to prepare, and emer-
gency authorities lamented 
that many ignored the warn-
ings and seemed to think they 
could ride it out.

“While it might be their con-
stitutional right to be an idiot, 
it’s not their right to endan-
ger everyone else!” Walton 
County Sheriff Michael 
Adkinson tweeted.

Diane Farris, 57, and her 
son walked to a high school-
turned-shelter near their 
home in Panama City to find 
about 1,100 people crammed 
into a space meant for about 
half as many. Neither she nor 
her son had any way to com-
municate because their lone 
cellphone got wet and quit 
working.

Ferocious Michael 
slams into Panhandle

Heavy surf from the approaching Hurricane Michael pounds the 
fi shing pier on Okaloosa Island in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., on 
Wednesday. [DEVON RAVINE/NORTHWEST FLORIDA DAILY NEWS VIA AP]

Category 4 hurricane 
comes ashore 
with 155 mph winds

See SLAMS,  A6
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L O T T E R Y

By Michael Hill 
and Jennifer Peltz
The Associated Press

LATHAM, N.Y. — A lim-
ousine service operator was 
charged Wednesday with 
criminally negligent homi-
cide in a crash that killed 20 
people, while police contin-
ued investigating what caused 
the wreck and whether anyone 
else will face charges.

The operator’s lawyer said 
that the man wasn’t guilty 
and that police were rushing 
to judgment.

The company, Prestige 
Limousine, has come under 
intense scrutiny since Sat-
urday’s crash outside Albany 
killed two pedestrians and 
18 people in a super-stretch 
limo.

Prestige Limousine opera-
tor Nauman Hussain hired 
a driver who shouldn’t have 
been behind the wheel of 
such a car, and the vehicle 
shouldn’t have been driven 
after state inspectors deemed 
it “unserviceable” last month, 
State Police Superintendent 
George Beach said at a news 
conference.

“The sole responsibility for 
that motor vehicle being on 
the road on Saturday rests 
with Nauman Hussain,” Beach 
said, though he noted that 
investigators continue look-
ing into whether anyone else 
should be held accountable.

As Hussain, 28, awaited 
arraignment, his lawyer, Lee 
Kindlon, said his client han-
dled only marketing duties 
and phone calls, while his 
father ran the company, 
though police called Hussain 
its operator.

“My client is not guilty,” 
Kindlon said. “The police 
jumped the gun in charging 
him with any crime.”

Under New York law, 
criminally negligent homi-
cide involves not perceiving a 
substantial, unjustifiable risk 
that leads to someone’s death. 
It’s punishable by up to four 
years in prison.

Police charged Hussain with 
a single count involving all 
20 victims. He was arrested 
Wednesday in a traffic stop 
on a highway near Albany.

Hussain has had a brush 
with law enforcement before. 
State police accused him and 
his brother of claiming each 
other’s names after a 2014 
traffic stop, which happened 
while the brother was driving 
without a valid license.

Limo 
operator 
charged in 
crash that 
killed 20

By Ayse Wieting, Suzan 
Fraser and Jon Gambrell
The Associated Press

ISTANBUL — Two Gulf-
stream jets carrying 15 Saudis 
landed at Istanbul’s Ataturk 
Airport before dawn on the 
day last week that journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi entered the 
Saudi Consulate and van-
ished. The men checked into 
hotels and left Turkey later 
that night.

Turkish media, which 
released surveillance camera 
video of the men on Wednes-
day, said they were members 
of an elite Saudi “assassination 
squad,” sent to kill Khashoggi, 
a Saudi critic.

Saudi Arabia remained 
silent at the accusation as the 
images were seen around the 
world, raising pressure on the 
kingdom to explain what hap-
pened to the writer, a critic of 
Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman.

Adding to the macabre 
mystery, a Turkish official 
told The Associated Press that 
one member of the team was 
an “autopsy expert.”

Saudi Arabia has dismissed 
allegations it played a role 
in Khashoggi’s disappear-
ance as “baseless,” but it has 
offered no evidence to support 
its contention he left the con-
sulate unharmed last week and 
vanished into Istanbul while 
his fiancée, Hatice Cengiz, 
waited outside.

The video, shown on the 
state-run broadcaster TRT 
and others, did not offer defin-
itive proof about Khashoggi’s 
fate. Turkish officials have 
said that they fear the team 
killed him.

U.S. National security 
adviser John Bolton, Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo and 
White House senior adviser 
Jared Kushner have spoken 
to the crown prince about the 
59-year-old Washington Post 
contributor, the White House 
announced.

President Donald Trump 
said the U.S. is “demanding” 
answers from its close ally, but 
he did not disclose any details.

“It’s a very serious situ-
ation for us and this White 
House,” Trump told report-
ers in the Oval Office. “We do 
not like seeing what’s going 
on. Now, as you know, they’re 
saying ‘We had nothing to do 
with it.’ But so far everyone’s 
saying they had nothing to do 
with it.”

Trump added: “Nobody 

knows what happened yet. 
We don’t know what hap-
pened yet.”

The Turkish security camera 
video was reminiscent of the 
surveillance video sleuthing 
done by officials investigating 
the assassination of a Hamas 
operative in Dubai in 2010 or 
the slaying of North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un’s half 
brother in Malaysia in 2017.

The silent video showed one 
of two private Gulfstream jets 
that Turkish media said carried 
the Saudi group, who flew in 
and out of Istanbul on Oct. 2.

The Sabah newspaper, 
which is close to Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, published images of what 
it referred to as the “assassi-
nation squad,” apparently 
taken at passport control at 
the airport. The state-run 
Anadola news agency pub-
lished the names and birth 
dates of all 15 Saudis.

The footage shows some of 
the Saudis leaving a hotel and 
Khashoggi entering the con-
sulate, walking past a black 
Mercedes van with diplomatic 
plates parked adjacent to the 
entrance. An hour and 54 min-
utes later, according to the 
time stamp, a black Mercedes 
van drives about 1.2 miles to 
the consul’s home, where it 
was parked in a garage.

The footage all seemed 
to come from surveillance 
cameras, which would have 
been located throughout the 
neighborhood housing the 
Saudi Consulate and other 
diplomatic missions. No foot-
age has emerged of Khashoggi 
leaving the consulate.

Two Turkish officials, 
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity to the AP because the 
investigation into Khashog-
gi’s disappearance was still 
ongoing, confirmed the 
authenticity of the images in 

the Turkish media. One of the 
officials describes a member of 
the Saudi team as an “autopsy 
expert” amid earlier allega-
tions that Khashoggi had been 
killed and dismembered.

The Hurriyet newspaper 
and other media alleged that 
the Saudi Consulate’s 28 local 
staff were given the day off 
Oct. 2 because a “diplomats’ 
meeting” would be held there 
on that day. The reports did 
not cite a source and there 
was no official confirmation. 
Turkey’s private NTV news 
channel identified one of the 
15 Saudis who arrived as the 
head of a Saudi forensic sci-
ence agency. It alleged that he 
may have been responsible for 
cleaning up any incriminating 
evidence. The station did not 
cite a source for its report.

Khashoggi had writ-
ten a series of columns for 
the Post that were critical 
of Saudi Arabia’s assertive 
Prince Mohammed, who has 
led a widely publicized drive 
to reform the conservative 
Sunni monarchy but has also 
presided over the arrests of 
activists and businessmen.

Erdogan has not accused 
Saudi  Arabia of  being 
responsible for Khashoggi’s 
disappearance but has said 
that if the Saudis have video 
footage of him leaving the 
consulate, they should release 
it. Saudi Arabia is a major 
investor in Turkey, despite 
Ankara’s support for the Gulf 
nation of Qatar, which is under 
a blockade led by Saudi Arabia 
and three other Arab nations.

Video shows team of alleged Saudi assassins

This image taken from a surveillance camera shows a still image of people inside Ataturk Interna-
tional Airport, Istanbul, Turkey, on Oct. 2. The text on the screen from a source in Turkish reads: “nine 
people enter from airport’s E Gate on Oct. 2, 2018 around 03:37.” A Turkish television station has aired 
surveillance video of missing writer Jamal Khashoggi walking into the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul and 
a black van leaving later for the consul’s home. The footage aired Wednesday begins by showing the 
arrival of one of two private jets, then two cars can be seen taking the men to Gate E, where eight of 
them are seen on camera passing through passport control. [TRT WORLD VIA AP]

By Kim Tong-Hyung
The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — 
South Korea is considering 
lifting some of its uni-
lateral sanctions against 
North Korea to create more 
momentum for diplomacy 
aimed at improving relations 
and defusing the nuclear 
crisis, the South’s foreign 
minister said Wednesday.

During a parliamentary 
audit of her ministry, Kang 
Kyung-wha said the govern-
ment is reviewing whether 
to lift sanctions South Korea 
imposed on the North in 2010 
following a deadly attack on a 
warship that killed 45 South 
Korean sailors.

South Korea then effec-
t i v e l y  s h u t  d o w n  a l l 
cross-border economic 
cooperation except for a 
jointly run factory park in 
the North Korean border 
town of Kaesong, which 
was shuttered in February 
2016 after a North Korean 
nuclear test and long-range 
rocket launch. The so-called 
“May 24 measures” of 2010 
also banned North Korea 
from using shipping lanes in 
South Korean territory.

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in has mostly 
stayed firm on sanctions 
despite actively engag-
ing with North Korea and 
floating the possibility of 
huge investments and joint 

economic projects in return 
for the North’s relinquish-
ment of its nuclear weapons.

A move by South Korea to 
lift its unilateral sanctions 
would have little immediate 
effect since U.S.-led inter-
national sanctions remain 
in place. But it’s clear Seoul 
is preparing to restart joint 
economic projects if the larger 
nuclear negotiations between 
the United States and North 
Korea begin yielding results.

“Many parts of the May 24 
measures now duplicate with 
the United Nations sanctions 
(against North Korea),” Kang 
said. “As negotiations con-
tinue to improve ties between 
the South and North and 
achieve denuclearization, 

there’s a need to flexibly 
review (lifting the measures) 
as long as it doesn’t damage 
the larger framework of sanc-
tions against the North.”

M o o n  h a s  d e s c r i b e d 
inter-Korean engagement 
as crucial to resolving the 
nuclear standoff. A large 
number of South Korean 
business leaders accom-
panied Moon last month to 
Pyongyang, North Korea’s 
capital, where he and leader 
Kim Jong Un agreed to nor-
malize operations at the 
Kaesong factory park and 
resume joint tours to North 
Korea when possible, voicing 
optimism the international 
sanctions could end and 
allow such projects.

S. Korea may lift sanctions on N. Korea

Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi speaks during a press confer-
ence in 2015 in Manama, Bahrain. [AP PHOTO/HASAN JAMALI, FILE]
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MONTVERDE
School bus stop 
argument leads to arrest

Police arrested a man who 
allegedly threatened several 
people with a pistol Tues-
day after parents chastised 
him for getting his child to a 
school bus stop late.

Witnesses told sheriff’s 
deputies that after Richard 
Ortiz stopped the school 
bus as it was pulling away so 
his child could get on, one 
woman told him, “Take your 
child to the bus stop on time 
like the rest of us.” The par-
ents went their separate way, 
but then a few minutes later, 
Ortiz reportedly walked into 
the yard of one of the par-
ents, threatened them and 
brandished a black handgun, 
saying, “I will kill you all. I 
don’t mind going back to jail.”

Deputies found Ortiz sit-
ting on the toilet at his home. 
When deputies inquired about 
the pistol, Ortiz reportedly 
reached for it on a shelf and 
the officers overpowered him 
and brought him outside. 
They determined that the gun 
was a toy.

Ortiz was charged with 
aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon. He is also 
wanted on a warrant out of 
New Jersey, the report states.

EUSTIS
Man arrested for chucking 
rocks at passing cars

A man who was apparently 
upset about discourteous 
drivers decided to extract a 
little revenge by hurling dirt 
and rocks at passing cars 
Tuesday night.

According to an arrest 
report, several motorists 
called authorities to report 
that a shirtless man was 
standing on the side of County 
Road 44A near County Road 
437 east of Eustis hurling 
rocks and dirt at cars. Several 
vehicles sustained damage.

D e p u t i e s  a r r i v e d  a n d 
quickly arrested John Earl 
Gregory, 29, of Sorrento, and 
charged him with throwing 
deadly missiles into vehicles.

On the way to jail, he report-
edly told a deputy “that he is 
tired of people not sharing the 
roadway so he must do what he 
has to do,” the report states.

EUSTIS
Man arrested for 
fake bomb threat

A Eustis man apparently 
didn’t know that police can 
trace prank calls made to 911 
from cellphones.

He learned the hard way.
Michael Sean Howes, 59, 

reportedly called 911 Tues-
day morning to report that 
he “heard there was going 
to be a bomb at Save-a-Lot, 
Aldi and Big Lots in Eustis.” 
He didn’t identify himself and 
then hung up.

Dispatchers had T-Mobile 
ping the phone and deter-
mined it was located at an 
address on South Bay Street 
and belonged to Michael 
Howes. Deputies found him 
and questioned him about the 
call, but he denied making it. 
They then had dispatchers call 
the number that had phoned 
in the bomb threat, and the 
phone in Howes’ pocket rang. 
He continued to deny he 
made the call, so they played 
a recording of the call for him.

The caller had “very dis-
tinct speech,” like Howes’, 
the deputy noted in his report.

Howes was charged with 
making a false report con-
cerning planting an explosive 
device.

By Frank Stanfield 
frankstanfield
@dailycommercial.com

T A V A R E S  –  A  L a k e 
County jury has awarded a 
woman $2.3 million for car 
accident injuries going back 
to 2007.

It is a significant judg-
ment for a local jury, said 
the woman’s attorney and 
longtime court officials.

I t  w a s  u n u s u a l ,  t o o , 
because the lawsuit, first 
filed in 2010, was amended 
to include a second car crash 
that occurred in 2014.

On top of that, the plaintiff 
had to sue her own insurance 
carrier.

Richard Taylor Jr. was 
driving an uninsured 1991 
Chevy in 2007 when he 
crashed into Jessica Brow-
er’s 2002 Hyundai at State 
Road 50, the lawsuit states.

Brower, who was living 
with her grandmother, was 
covered by a State Farm 

policy issued to her grand-
mother. The policy included 
protection against an unin-
sured motorist.

“Florida is only one of two 
states that do not require 
drivers to carry any bodily 
injury insurance,” said 
Todd Copeland, the Orlando 
attorney who represented 
Brower. “Florida is behind 
the times.”

Taylor did not respond to 
court inquiries, and he had 
no assets, Copeland said.

T h e  a c c i d e n t  c a u s e d 
damage to a disc in her 

back. A doctor was able to 
do endoscopic surgery by 
filing off part of the protrud-
ing disc.

In 2014, Brower’s back was 
reinjured in another accident. 
This time, she had to have 
spinal fusion surgery, includ-
ing having screws and other 
hardware installed.

That led to two other sur-
geries, including procedures 
to remove screws.

“She’s a thin, young woman, 
very petite,” Copeland said. 

Woman wins $2M verdict
State Farm loses fi ght 
over her medical bills 
aft er accident

By Payne Ray 
pray@dailycommercial.com

T A V A R E S  –  C o u n t y 
commissioners appointed a 
new member-at-large to the 
Children’s Services Council 
Tuesday, filling a vacancy for 
a two-year term.

R e t i r e d  C o l .  H e r b e r t 
Scott Smith of Eustis was 
appointed to the committee 
on the recommendation 
of Commissioner Wendy 
Breeden, who currently serves 
as the commission liaison 
to the Children’s Services 
Council.

Smith previously served 
two terms on the Sales Surtax 
Advisory Committee and 
applied for that alongside the 
council position.

He formerly served in the 
U.S. Air Force in Germany 
and has held a handful of other 
government positions, such 
as the Lake County School 
District’s director of finance.

He also works with his local 
Kiwanis club on their annual 
“Terrific Kids” awards, which 
he credited with bringing 
a great deal of positivity to 
children’s lives.

Smith said he was excited 
for the new opportunity to 
help children from his council 
position.

“ I  f e e l  h o n o r e d .  T h e 
children are our future,” he 
said.

Breeden recommended 
he fill the vacancy on the 
Children’s Services Council 
because of  his  years of 
involvement in the county.

He not only worked under 
t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o n  t h e 
previous advisory committee, 
but Breeden remembered him 
from her Leadership Lake 
County class.

Having seen him in action, 
and knowing his work history, 
she said she felt confident he 
would do well on the council.

“The other two could be as 
effective,” Breeden said. “I 
just know that he will be.

The Children’s Services 
Council’s job is to offer 
guidance to the County 
Commission on children 
and family matters, and also 
to fund intervention and 
prevention programs to keep 
kids from falling through the 
cracks of social services.

It has representatives from 
the School Board as well as 
the Department of Children 
and Families.

Its next meeting, when 
Smith will officially take his 
seat, is Oct. 17 at the Lake 
County Agricultural Center.

Commission 
elects retired 
colonel to 
Children’s 
Council

By Mike Schneider
Associated Press

SANFORD — Former 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  w a t c h 
v o l u n t e e r  G e o r g e 
Zimmerman will plead 
no contest to resolve a 
m i s d e m e a n o r  c h a r g e 
accusing him of stalking 
a private investigator 
working for a documentary 

filmmaker, Zimmerman’s 
attorney said in court 
Wednesday.

Zimmerman will enter a 
written plea of no contest 
next month and serve 
some probation, though 
the length of probation 
and other terms won’t 
be disclosed until the 
plea is  entered,  said 
Zimmerman’s attorney, 

Zahra Umansky.
Under such a plea, a 

defendant doesn’t admit 
guilt, and a conviction is 
withheld if the conditions 
of the plea are met.

“ I t ’ s  a n  a g r e e m e n t 
we’ve reached with the 
state because we believe 
it’s in his best interests 

Attorney: Zimmerman to plead 
no contest in stalking case

By Joe Callahan 
GateHouse Media

Hurricane Michael will 
go down in history as 
one of the most intense 
storms to hit the United 
States since 1851, when the 
record-keepers started 
tracking such things.

Michael made landfall 
near Mexico Beach, pack-
ing 155 mph wind. It had a 
minimum central pressure 
of 919 millibars, one of the 
lowest readings ever of a 
hurricane making landfall.

It ranks ninth among 
the 10 most intense hur-
ricanes ever to strike land 
in the Atlantic basin. The 
ranking is based on the low 
central pressure in milli-
bars at landfall. The record 
was the Labor Day Hurri-
cane of 1935, which had a 
reading of 892 millibars.

Michael was 1 mph shy 
of a Category 5 hurri-
cane, the highest level on 

the Saffir-Simpson wind 
speed scale.

To put that in perspec-
tive, only three Category 
5 hurricanes have ever 
struck the United States:

• The Labor Day Hurri-
cane of 1935, with 185 wind, 
and minimum central pres-
sure of 892 millibars;

• Camille, 175 mph, 900 
millibars; and

• Andrew, 175 mph, 922 
millibars.

Andrew was originally 
considered a Category 
4 hurricane, packing 155 
mph wind. But after a 
decade of investigation, 

the National Hurricane 
Center raised its designa-
tion to a Category 5.

Michael, which had 
a lower pressure than 
Andrew, will go down as 
the most intense October 
storm ever to make landfall 
in the United States and the 
strongest hurricane ever to 
hit the Florida Panhandle.

The outer eye officially 
hit Mexico Beach, midway 
between Panama City and 
Apalachicola, at 1:30 p.m, 
according to the National 
Hurricane Center.

Michael’s place in history

Powerful Michael 
ranks among most 
intense Atlantic 
hurricanes

This Aug. 25, 1992 fi le photo shows the water tower, a landmark in Florida City, still standing 
over the ruins of the Florida coastal community that was hit by the force of Hurricane Andrew. 
[AP FILE]

Rows of damaged houses between Homestead and Florida 
City sit in the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew, the worst 
hurricane to hit the South Florida area in 60 years, Aug. 25, 
1992.  [AP PHOTO/MARK FOLEY]
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By Isabel Debre
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel 
on Wednesday defended 
its handling of the case 
of an American graduate 
student held in detention 
at the country’s interna-
tional airport for the past 
week over allegations 
that she supports a boy-
cott against the Jewish 
state.

L a r a  A l q a s e m ,  a 
22-year-old American 
citizen with Palestinian 
grandparents, landed at 
Ben-Gurion Airport last 
week with a valid student 
visa and was registered 
to study human rights at 
Israel’s Hebrew Univer-
sity in Jerusalem. 

But she was barred 
f r o m  e n t e r i n g  t h e 
country and ordered 
deported, based on sus-
picions that she supports 
the Palestinian-led boy-
cott movement.

Alqasem, from the 
Fort Lauderdale suburb 
of Southwest Ranches, 
is a former president of 
the University of Florida 
chapter of Students for 

Justice in Palestine. 
The group is a branch 

of the BDS movement, 
whose name comes from 
its calls for boycotts, 
divestment and sanc-
tions against Israel.

BDS supporters say 
that in urging businesses, 
artists and universities 
to sever ties with Israel, 
they are using non-
violent means to resist 
unjust policies toward 
Palestinians. 

Israel says the move-
ment masks its motives 
to delegitimize or destroy 
the Jewish state.

An Israeli court has 
ordered that she remain 
in custody while she 
appeals, although Israel 
says she can leave the 
country. 

The weeklong deten-
tion is the longest anyone 
has been held in a boy-
cott-related case. Her 
case is set to be heard at 
a Tel Aviv court today.

Strategic Affairs Min-
ister Gilad Erdan said in 
an interview with The 
Associated Press on 
Wednesday that Israel 
had the right to protect 

itself and decide who 
enters its borders despite 
growing international 
criticism.

“We are doing what-
ever we believe that is 
right for the security of 
the state of Israel and 
that is more important 
than whatever the New 
York Times or other 
newspapers around the 
world will say about our 
policy,” Erdan said.

His remarks come after 
the Times published an 
opinion piece by col-
umnist Bret Stephens 
and editor Bari Weiss 
critical of Israel’s han-
dling of Alqasem’s case. 
More than 300 academ-
ics penned a letter in 
the British Guardian 
Wednesday calling the 
case “an attack on aca-
demic freedom.”

W h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r 
her appeal to be heard, 
Alqasem has been spend-
ing her days in a closed 
area with little access to 
a telephone, no inter-
net and a bed that was 
infested with bedbugs, 
according to people who 
have spoken to her.

Israel defends actions 
against former UF student

Leroy Williams

 Leroy Williams was born 
to the late Edythe Homer 
Martin and Benjamin 
Daniels on February 12, 
1931 in Tampa, FL. He 
was raised in Wildwood, 
FL by his loving adoptive 
parents, the late Abb and 
Ethel Robinson Williams. 
He attended J.R.E. Lee 
High School, graduating 
in 1949. He served in 
the U,S, Army from 
1952-1954.(Korean War 
Veteran). He received his 
B,S, Degree in Business 
Administration from 
Florida A&M University 
in 1956 and his Master 
in Education in 1965. He 
enjoyed a distinguished 
educational career that 
began in 1956 through 
1993. Upon his retirement, 
he was the Assistant 
Director of Admissions 
and Records at Florida 
A&M, Director of evening 

programs, Walton Division 
and Assistant Director, 
Thomas Technical 
Institute, Thomasville. 
He was initiated into 
the Tallahassee Alumni 
Chapter of Kappa Alpha 
PSI Fraternity, Inc. in 1963. 
He leaves to cherish his 
memory a daughter, Robin 
Lynne Williams (Iris); a 
son Alan Williams (Opal); 
grandchildren, Adrianna, 
Alan, Louis, Devon and 
Daniel. A cousin, Alma 
White; a loving and 
devoted companion, Rose 
Barty and her children; 
goddaughter, Chelsea A. 
Coachman and a host of 
other cousins and friends. 
Preceded in death by 
his son Randall Leroy 
Williams. Funeral services 
will be held on Thursday 
at 11:00 a.m. from the Mt. 
Pilgrim M.B. Church on 
South Pinetree Blvd in 
Thomasville with burial in 
the Wildwood Community 
Cemetery in Wildwood, 
FL at 1:00 p.m. Anderson-
Hence Funeral Home and 
Hatcher Peoples Funeral 
Home.

 Bobby Leroy Leininger, 
89, passed peacefully at 
home Sunday, October 7, 
2018. Born June 14, 1929 
in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, 
family moved to Florida 
in 1946, residing on 
Pine Island Lake. Bobby 
graduated Groveland High 
School in 1948, always a 
“Groveland Greenback”. 
He loved sports, especially 
basketball. The first 
football game he saw, he 
was a player. He attended 
the University of Florida 
and was a life long Gator 
fan. Learning the citrus 
industry at a young age 
he shared that knowledge 
with many over the years. 
He was active in and a 
supporter of 4-H, FFA, 
Cattleman’s Association, 
Farm Bureau, Old Timers 
Citrus Growers, SouthLake 
Eagles Booster Club, and 
an owner/breeder of 
thoroughbred race horses. 
He served on the board of 
directors for People State 
Bank, Public Bank, Florida 
Choice Bank, and RBC. He 
was a life member of the 
South Lake Elks, member 
#140. He was a member 
of Edge Memorial United 

Methodist Church since 
moving to Florida. 
Preceded in death by his 
wife of just over 62 years, 
Lorene, and parents Roy 
and Ruby Leininger. 
Survived by children: John 
(Patty), Marjorie Berry 
(Rick), Chester (Kerri), and 
Henry. Grandchildren: 
Jennifer Collins (Sean), 
Erin Renae, Lee, Aimee, 
April, Stephanie(Joe), 
Chris(Crystal), Luke 
(Danielle), Lacy (Shelby), 
Lydia, and Laney. Great 
grandchildren Rhiannon, 
Michael John, Levi, 
Wyatt, Lane, and Trace. 
Sister, Mildred Neisler. 
Celebration of life will be 
held at Edge Memorial 
United Methodist Church, 
441 S. Main, Groveland, 
Florida, Saturday, October 
13, 2018. Visitation: 10 
a.m., Funeral: 11 a.m. 
Graveside service at 
Greenwood Cemetery 
immediately following 
the service. In lieu flowers 
memorials may be made 
to, Compassionate 
Care Hospice, 214 
E. Washington St C, 
Minneola, Fl. 34715, or 
Edge Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 441 
S. Main Ave., Groveland, 
FL. 34736. Online 
condolences may be left at 
www.beyersfuneralhome.
com. Arrangements 
entrusted to Beyers 
Funeral Home and 
Crematory, Leesburg, FL.           

Bobby Leroy Leininger

Funeral Services

 Carl Sceal, 60, passed 
away on October 4, 2018 
he leaves to cherish his 
memories devoted wife; 
Hope Sceal, daughter; 
Shawnte Banks, 
granddaughter; Ja’Kiyah 
Banks, sisters; Frances 
McCleary and Doretha 
Sceal, and a host of 
other relatives and 
friends. Funeral service 
for Mr. Sceal will be 
held Saturday, October 
13, 2018 at 11:00a.m. 
at Jerusalem Worship 
Center located bat 98 

Orange Lane, Umatilla, 
Fl. 32784. Viewing will be 
Friday, October 12, 2018 
from 6:00p.m.-8:00p.m. 
at Jerusalem Worship 
Center. Professional 
services entrusted to 
Snow’s Funeral Ministry 
(Providing a memory 
that will never fade).  

Carl Sceal

Today’s Services

Devante Octavous 
Allen

Devante Octavous 
Allen, 25 of Eustis died 
Thursday, October 4, 
2018. Hayes Brothers 
Funeral Home, Eustis 
Chapel. 352.589.4666

Treyvis Marquis 
Gooch

Treyvis Marquis Gooch, 
21 of Altamonte Springs 
died Wednesday, October 
3, 2018. Hayes Brothers 
Funeral Home, Fern Park 
Chapel. 407.645.4633

Dorothy Marie 
Hylton Long

Dorothy Marie Hylton 
Long, 92, formerly of 
Grand Island passed away 
Saturday October 6, 2018.

Until Michael, Hur-
ricane Hazel had the 
October record with a 
minimum central pres-
sure of 938 millibars 
and 130 mph-plus wind 
speed when it hit the 
South Carolina/North 
Carolina border on Oct. 
15, 1954. It was the last 
Category 4 hurricane to 
hit in October.

Hazel killed as many 
as 1,000 people in Haiti 
before striking the United 
States. After causing 
95 fatalities in the U.S., 
Hazel struck Canada. 
Another 81 people died, 
mostly in Toronto.

MICHAEL
From Page A3

FORT MYERS
2 men killed in 
outdoor mall shooting

Authorities say two men 
were killed and a woman 
was wounded in a shoot-
ing at an outdoor mall.

Lee County Sheriff 
Carmine Marceno said 
during a news conference 
Wednesday that 56-year-
old Kevin Robinson and 
22-year-old Javarcia 
Riggins were fatally shot 
Tuesday night at the 
Bell Tower Shops in Fort 
Myers.

Marceno says the men 
were part of a group that 
was targeted while walk-
ing from a restaurant 
to their cars. A woman 
with the group was hos-
pitalized with a gunshot 
wound, and another man 
sustained minor injuries 
from glass.

Authorities haven’t 
i d e n t i f i e d  a n y  s u s -
pects, but Marceno was 
emphatic that the shoot-
ing was not random.

BRIEFS
From Page A3

to amicably resolve this 
case,” said Umansky 
after a brief hearing in 
Sanford.

Prosecutors wouldn’t 
comment as they left the 
courtroom.

Zimmerman fatally 
shot black teenager 
Trayvon Martin in 2012 
in Sanford. Zimmerman, 
w h o  i d e n t i f i e s  a s 
Hispanic, was acquitted 
of all charges in a case 
that raised questions 
about race and Florida’s 
“stand your ground” 
self-defense law that 
allows people to use 
force without retreating 
if they feel threatened.

Critics say the law 
unfairly allows young 
black men to be victimized 
by gun violence.

Z i m m e r m a n  w a s 
a c c u s e d  o f  s e n d i n g 
threatening messages to 

a private investigator who 
had contacted him about 
a documentary series on 
Martin. The documentary 
was produced by rapper 
Jay-Z.

A sheriff’s report said 
private investigator 
Dennis Warren received 
numerous calls and texts 
from Zimmerman in 
December. Zimmerman 
pleaded not guilty after 
b e i n g  c h a r g e d  w i t h 
misdemeanor stalking 
earlier this year.

Since his acquittal 
i n  M a r t i n ’ s  k i l l i n g , 
Zimmerman has had 
several brushes with the 
law, including two cases 
of domestic aggravated 
assault that were later 
dropped.

STALKING
From Page A3

George Zimmerman looks at the jury as he testifi es in a Seminole County courtroom 
on Sept. 13, 2016, in Orlando, Fla.  [RED HUBER/ORLANDO SENTINEL VIA AP, POOL, FILE]

Zimmerman was accused of sending threatening 
messages to a private investigator who had 
contacted him about a documentary series on 
Martin. The documentary was produced by 
rapper Jay-Z.

“You could palpate her 
skin and feel the screws.”

The insurance com-
pany who covered the 
second accident driver 
paid a small amount. 
S t a t e  F a r m ,  m e a n -
while, refused to pay 
medical bills in excess 
of the policy it covered 
– around $300,000, 
C o p e l a n d  s a i d .  T h e 
bills came to more than 
$550,000.

The case dragged on. 
State Farm hired doctors 
and a medical billing clerk 
to refute the costs. They 
also hired biomechanical 
engineers and a private 
detective to follow and 
videotape Brower. Cope-
land had to counter with 
his own experts.

One of the dangers in 
cases with dueling experts 
is that jurors’ eyes can 
start to glaze over.

“For whatever reason, 
they were very engaged,” 

Copeland said.
The insurance com-

pany’s lawyers claimed 
Brower committed fraud 
when she was observed 
kayaking with friends. A 
defense doctor hired to 
examine her claimed he 
saw her running through 
the parking lot.

“Shortly after the 
2015 surgery, she was 
observed walking, bend-
ing at the waist, driving, 
running and jumping over 
a large puddle in the rain 
in contrast to what she 
testified to after the last 
update….” State Farm’s 
motion read, referring to 
the doctor visit.

A hearing was held. “It 
was very entertaining,” 
Copeland said.

Her doctors testified 
that they had been train-
ing her with core-strength 
training, including kaya-
king. “She was doing 
exactly what they wanted 
her to do,” Copeland said.

C o p e l a n d  s a i d  h e 
proved that the doctor 
who supposedly saw her 
running could not possi-
bly have witnessed what 

he had testified about. A 
young lawyer Copeland 
had hired to witness the 
doctor’s exam swore that 
Brower was walking, not 
running, in the parking 
lot. Copeland also hired a 
forensic videographer to 
record the outside of the 
building and the interior. 
It was impossible to see 
Brower from the window, 
the video showed.

The trial began on Sept. 
24. When it ended on 
Oct. 4, the jury awarded 
$575,000 for past medical 
bills, $275,000 for future 
bills, $200,000 for past 
pain and suffering and $1.3 
million for future pain and 
suffering.

It was a pleasant surprise 
for Copeland and Brower. 
Lake County has a reputa-
tion for small jury awards, 
and so does neighboring 
Polk County. Copeland 
said a brain injury case he 
tried there recently was 
disappointing.

“She’s very happy with 
the verdict,” Copeland 
said.

Brower could not be 
reached for comment.

VERDICT
From Page A3
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insured, and the damages 
are covered under that plan.

Herrell said he wasn’t 
immediately sure if the 
plan covered Ferguson, 
however.

Johnston initially filed 
with the federal court in 
2015, suing for damages 
against then-Sheriff Bor-
ders, the Sheriff’s Office 
and Ferguson for stigma-
tizing and defaming her.

According to Johnston, 
her firing was prema-
ture and lacked a proper 
investigation, making the 
statements about her firing 
unfounded.

S h e  a l s o  a c c u s e d 

Ferguson of lying about 
the need to euthanize 20 
animals in one day, and 
telling people afterwards 
that Johnston had ordered 
the euthanizations without 
following proper protocol.

The euthanizations hap-
pened Oct. 9, 2014, and 
Johnston was fired the next 
day.

The Sheriff’s Office 
released multiple state-
ments to the press in 
the following days stat-
ing Johnston was fired 
for killing animals with-
out attempting to find 
alternatives.

At one point, 147 animal 
deaths were attributed to 
Johnston, who said the 
accusation and the state-
ments released by the 
Sheriff’s Office had ruined 

her reputation.
Since she had no oppor-

tunity to defend herself 
from the accusation, a 
claim corroborated by Bor-
ders in court documents, 
she claimed the decision 
to fire her was uncon-
stitutional and that the 
statements were unfairly 
damaging.

At that time, though, the 
case was dismissed because 
she supposedly skipped a 
step by going straight to 
the federal court system.

The Eleventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals reversed 
that decision in February 
this year when it found that 
there was no appropri-
ate remedy through state 
courts, and the case went 
back to federal court in late 
August.

JURY
From Page A1

1935 Labor Day storm and 
1969’s Camille.

Meteorologists first got 
a sense something big could 
be happening by watching 
how Michael’s eye changed 
shape. Early Tuesday, it was 
oddly shaped and ragged. 
Later in the morning it 
started to get better orga-
nized, and by Tuesday night 

real-time satellite imagery 
was showing the eye get-
ting stronger and scarier by 
the minute.

Another factor: Its pres-
sure, the measurement 
meteorologists use to gauge 
a hurricane’s strength. The 
lower the pressure, the 
stronger the storm. Before 
landfall, Michael’s pres-
sure fell so low it looked like 
the winds were sure to pick 
up fast, said Ryan Maue, a 
meteorologist for weather-
models.com.

And none of the factors 
that hold a storm back were 
present, especially some-
thing called “wind shear.” 
Wind shear is when there’s 
a mismatch either in speed 
or direction between winds 
near the surface and those 
five to six miles up.

That mismatch “pushes 
the storm over” or decapi-
tates it, Kossin said. When 
the wind shear near Michael 
eased, the storm took off, he 
said.

“It’s kind of like someone 

was holding on to it when it 
was trying to run and they 
let it go,” Kossin said.

Another huge factor 
was the water tempera-
ture. Warm water is the 
energy that fuels hurri-
canes, and the Gulf water is 
4 to 5 degrees warmer than 
normal.

Water temperatures in 
the Gulf of Mexico vary 
along with weather, but 
some scientists said the 
warm waters are signs of 
human-caused climate 

change.
“Have humans contrib-

uted to how dangerous 
Michael is?” Kossin said. 
“Now we can look at how 
warm the waters are and 
that certainly has contrib-
uted to how intense Michael 
is and its intensification.”

The warm waters, Kossin 
said, are a “human finger-
print” of climate change.

Kossin and others have 
a study out this month 
in the Journal of Climate 
with computer simulations 

showing that human-
caused global warming will 
increase rapid intensifica-
tion of tropical weather 
across the globe in the 
future.

Other studies have shown 
rapid intensification has 
already increased over past 
decades. One study this year 
in Geophysical Research 
Letters found that since 
1986, the rate of intensifica-
tion of storms like Michael 
has increased by about 13 
mph.

MICHAEL
From Page A1

“I’m worried about my 
daughter and grandbaby. I 
don’t know where they are. 
You know, that’s hard,” she 
said, choking back tears.

Hurricane-force winds 
extended up to 45 miles from 
Michael’s center. Forecast-
ers said rainfall could reach 
up to a foot, and the life-
threatening storm surge 
could swell to 14 feet.

A water-level station 
in Apalachicola, close to 
where Michael came ashore, 
reported a surge of nearly 8 

feet.
Based on its internal baro-

metric pressure, Michael 
was the third most pow-
erful hurricane to hit the 
U.S. mainland, behind the 
unnamed Labor Day storm 
of 1935 and Camille in 1969. 
Based on wind speed, it 
was the fourth-strongest, 
behind the Labor Day storm 
(184 mph), Camille and 
Andrew in 1992.

It appeared to be so pow-
erful that it was expected 
to remain a hurricane as it 
moved into Alabama and 
Georgia early today. Fore-
casters said it will unleash 
damaging wind and rain all 
the way into the Carolinas, 

which are still recovering 
from Hurricane Florence’s 
epic flooding.

At 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Michael was still packing 
125 mph winds as the eye 
approached southeastern 
Alabama and southwest 
Georgia. It was moving 
north-northeast at 16 mph.

At the White House, Pres-
ident Donald Trump said the 
government is “absolutely 
ready for the storm.” ‘’God 
bless everyone because it’s 
going to be a rough one,” 
he said. “A very dangerous 
one.”

In Mexico Beach, popu-
lation 1,000, the storm 
shattered homes, leaving 

floating piles of lumber. 
The lead-gray water was so 
high that roofs were about all 
that could be seen of many 
homes.

In Panama City, plywood 
and metal flew off the front 
of a Holiday Inn Express. 
Part of the awning fell and 
shattered the glass front 
door of the hotel, and the 
rest of the awning wound up 
on vehicles parked below it.

“Oh my God, what are we 
seeing?” said evacuee Rachel 
Franklin, her mouth hanging 
open.

The hotel swimming pool 
had whitecaps, and people’s 
ears popped because of the 
drop in barometric pressure. 

The roar from the hurricane 
sounded like an airplane 
taking off.

Meteorologists watched 
satellite imagery in complete 
awe as the storm intensified.

“We are in new territory,” 
National Hurricane Center 
Meteorologist Dennis Felt-
gen wrote on Facebook. 
“The historical record, going 
back to 1851, finds no Cate-
gory 4 hurricane ever hitting 
the Florida panhandle.”

Colorado State Univer-
sity hurricane expert Phil 
Klotzbach said in an email: 
“I really fear for what things 
are going to look like there 
tomorrow at this time.”

The storm is likely to fire 

up the debate over global 
warming.

Scientists say global 
warming is responsible 
for more intense and more 
frequent extreme weather, 
such as storms, droughts, 
floods and fires. But with-
out extensive study, they 
cannot directly link a single 
weather event to the chang-
ing climate.

With Election Day less 
than a month away, the 
crisis was seen as a test of 
leadership for Gov. Rick 
Scott, a Republican running 
for the Senate, and Tallahas-
see Mayor Andrew Gillum, 
the Democratic nominee for 
governor.

SLAMS
From Page A1
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BUSINESS

By Marley Jay and Stan Choe
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks 
plunged to their worst loss in 
eight months on Wednesday 
as technology companies con-
tinued to drop. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average fell 831 
points.

The losses were widespread, 
and stocks that have been the 
biggest winners on the market 
the last few years, includ-
ing technology companies 
and retailers, suffered steep 
declines. Apple and Amazon 
both had their worst day in two 
and a half years.

The Nasdaq composite, 
which has a high concentration 
of technology companies, had 
its biggest loss in more than 
two years.

Alec Young, managing direc-
tor of global markets research 
at FTSE Russell, said investors 
fear that rising interest rates and 
growing expenses are going to 
erode company profits next 

year.
“The tax cuts juiced earnings 

this year and that’s not sustain-
able,” he said. “The market’s 
starting to say that the glass may 
be half empty.”

The S&P 500 index sank 
94.66 points, or 3.3 percent, to 
2,785.68. The benchmark index 
fell for the fifth straight day, 
which hadn’t happened since 
just before the 2016 presiden-
tial election.

The Nasdaq composite 
tumbled 315.97 points, or 4.1 
percent, to 7,422.05. It’s fallen 
7.5 percent in just five days.

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average gave up 831.83 points, 
or 3.1 percent, to 25,598.74. 
The Russell 2000 index of 
smaller-company stocks shed 
46.45 points, or 2.9 percent, to 
1,575.41.

After a long stretch of relative 
calm, the stock market has suf-
fered sharp losses over the last 
week as bond yields surged. 
Stocks had come close to big 
drops in the last few days, but 

each time they recovered some 
of their losses. That didn’t 
happen Wednesday as stocks 
fell further late in the day.

Apple gave up 4.6 percent to 
$216.36 and Microsoft dropped 
5.4 percent to $106.16. Amazon 
skidded 6.2 percent to $1,755.25. 
Industrial and internet compa-
nies also fell hard. 

Boeing lost 4.7 percent to 
$367.57 and Alphabet, Google’s 
parent company, gave up 4.6 
percent to $1,092.16.

I n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s 
dropped as Hurricane Michael 
continued to gather strength 
and came ashore in Florida 
bringing winds of up to 155 mph. 
Berkshire Hathaway dipped 4.7 
percent to $213.10 and reinsurer 
Everest Re slid 5.1 percent to 
$217.73.

Luxury retailers tumbled 
after LVMH, the parent of Louis 
Vuitton, said its sales growth in 
China slowed. Tiffany plunged 
10.2 percent to $110.38 and 
Ralph Lauren fell 8.4 percent to 
$116.96.

The biggest driver for the 
market over the last week has 
been interest rates, which began 
spurting higher following sev-
eral encouraging reports on the 
economy. Higher rates can slow 
economic growth, erode corpo-
rate profits and make investors 
less willing to pay high prices for 
stocks.

The 10-year Treasury yield 
remained at 3.20 percent, about 
where it was late Tuesday, after 
earlier touching 3.24 percent. 
It was at just 3.05 percent early 
last week and 2.82 percent in late 
August.

Technology and internet-
based companies are known for 
their high profit margins, and 
many have reported explosive 
growth in recent years, with 
corresponding gains in their 
stock prices.

Gina Martin Adams, chief 
equity strategist for Bloomberg 
Intelligence, said the stocks 
have become more volatile in 
the last few months because 
investors have concerns about 

their future profitability.
“Amazon recently announced 

they were increasing wages, 
Facebook is spending a ton on 
security,” she said. “Semicon-
ductors have the most exposure 
to China out of segments in the 
S&P 500.”

Sears Holdings nosedived 
after the Wall Street Journal 
reported that the struggling 
retailer hired an advisory firm 
to prepare a bankruptcy filing 
that could come within days. 
The stock fell 16.8 percent to 
49 cents. It was more than $40 
five years ago.

Sears has closed hundreds of 
stores and sold several famous 
brands or put them on the block 
as it sees more customers aban-
don its stores.

Benchmark U.S. crude oil fell 
2.4 percent to $73.17 a barrel 
in New York. Brent crude, the 
international standard, lost 
2.2 percent to $83.09 a barrel 
in London.Wholesale gaso-
line shed 2.7 percent to $2.02 a 
gallon. 
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T he ugly, brutal battle to confirm Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh — now Justice Kavana-
ugh — to the U.S. Supreme Court will leave 
exposed wounds in our political system that 

won’t soon heal. But those are tied to ideology.
We must be more concerned about the now-emerging 

gripes from anti-Kavanaugh forces that attack the struc-
ture of our political system. If those gain a toehold in the 
popular consciousness, we might lose something far more 
precious.

On Saturday, The Washington Post ran an article that 
noted Kavanaugh will be the “first justice nominated by 
someone who lost the popular vote (President Donald 
Trump) to earn his seat on the bench with support from 
senators representing less than half of the country while 
having his nomination opposed by a majority of the coun-
try.” The Post followed up that analysis with a piece on 
Monday that noted “a palpable, growing sense among the 
Democratic base that the system is rigged against them.”

Along these lines, tweets appeared on Saturday from 
folks like MSNBC host Lawrence O’Donnell and influ-
ential Harvard Law School professor Laurence Tribe. 
O’Donnell, who was a Democratic strategist before he 
became a TV host, noted, “Founders’ design flaws in 
democracy — electoral college & 2 senators per state no 
matter the size of population — have created the current 
Supreme Court.” That came in response to Tribe’s tweet, 
which referenced a New York Times editorial arguing in 
the same vein: “Of the 5 justices picked by Republicans, 
including Kavanaugh, 4 were nominated by presidents 
who first took office after losing the popular vote. And the 
senators who will vote to confirm Kavanaugh represent 
vastly fewer Americans than those voting no.”

Such comments attack an American political system 
that has proven extremely durable to threats, foreign and 
domestic, for 230 years — a system that, by restraining 
the raw power of government and respecting the rights of 
those in the political minority, has created more freedom 
and respect for the individual’s rights than any that came 
before it or that currently exists.

Yes, Hillary Clinton received almost 2.9 million more 
votes than Trump. But, again, the Electoral College exists 
to protect the minority.

So, while they appear anachronistic to people who 
obsess over the concept of “fairness” — even when 
it often means being blatantly unfair to others — the 
Electoral College and the idea of balancing popula-
tion imbalances by giving each state two senators were 
designed to protect the minority’s rights. They were the 
Founder’s bulwarks against the tyranny of the majority.

As the libertarian philosopher Ludwig von Mises wrote 
nearly 70 years ago, “It is not true that the masses are always 
right and know the means for attaining the ends aimed at. ... 
Majorities too may err and destroy our civilization.”

We tempt that fate if we surrender to the idea that our 
system’s “design flaws,” as O’Donnell put it, must be fixed.

O U R  O P I N I O N

‘Design 
fl aws’ not 
the problem

A N O T H E R  O P I N I O N

I n a speech announc-
ing her vote to confirm 
Brett Kavanaugh to the 

Supreme Court, Sen. Susan 
Collins, R-Maine, reminded 
me of some of the great ora-
tors of the past. Her speech 
was measured in tone, 
substantive in content and 
delivered with conviction.

Collins is no conservative. 
She has voted in favor of 
abortion and same-sex mar-
riage while towing a more 
moderate line on econom-
ics. Her speech supporting 
Kavanaugh and denouncing 
the smears against him and 
the distortion of his judicial 
record was as good as any 
delivered by her more con-
servative colleagues.

She correctly labeled the 
process that has become 
corrupt, nasty and divisive: 

“We have come to the con-
clusion of a confirmation 
process that has become so 
dysfunctional it looks more 
like a caricature of a gutter-
level political campaign than 
a solemn occasion.”

Collins chastised activ-
ists who sent out fundraising 
letters opposing President 
Trump’s nominee even before 
Kavanaugh was announced: 
“...we have seen special-
interest groups whip their 
followers into a frenzy by 
spreading misrepresentations 
and outright falsehoods...”

She didn’t mention the 
major media’s complicity 
in helping those groups to 
publicize the falsehoods with 
virtually no corrections to 
their outlandish claims.

Noting “Our Supreme Court 
confirmation process has been 
in steady decline for more 
than 30 years,” she added this 
wish: “One can only hope that 
the Kavanaugh nomination is 
where the process has finally 
hit rock bottom.”

Given the level of virulent 
hatred by the left I wouldn’t 
bet on it.

After saying she has been 
assured by Kavanaugh of 
his respect for precedent — 
by which she meant fealty 
to Roe v. Wade and the 
Affordable Care Act — she 
said that Kavanaugh was 
not a sure vote for policies 
of the Trump administra-
tion. She pointed out that 
other justices nominated by 
Republican presidents have 
voted in ways that went 
against their wishes, United 
States vs. Nixon being one of 
the more significant ones.

There was a glimmer of 
hope in Collins’ speech for 
those who believe Roe was 
wrongly decided. She said, 
“There are, of course, rare and 
extraordinary times where the 
Supreme Court would rightly 
overturn a precedent.”

In what might be one of 
those “carved in stone” 
quotes, Collins delivered her 
most profound line: “We 
must always remember that 
it is when passions are most 
inflamed that fairness is 
most in jeopardy.”

Fairness was not just in 
jeopardy; it was murdered. 

Democrats and activists 
promoted inaccurate and 
unfair stories and treated 
as truth the testimony of 
Dr. Christine Blasey Ford 
that Kavanaugh sexually 
assaulted her. They did 
the same with others who 
claimed, without evidence, 
that Kavanaugh participated 
in, or was present at, alleged 
gang rapes fueled by drugs 
and alcohol.

About that Collins said, 
“This outlandish allega-
tion was put forth without 
any credible supporting 
evidence and simply par-
roted public statements of 
others. That such an allega-
tion can find its way into the 
Supreme Court confirmation 
process is a stark reminder 
about why the presump-
tion of innocence is so 
ingrained in our American 
consciousness.”

In this instance, the pre-
sumption of guilt was the rule. 
Though there were no corrob-
orating witnesses and Ford, 
herself, could not remember 
significant details about the 
evening, virtually all Senate 

Democrats and many Ameri-
cans appeared ready to lynch 
Kavanaugh, causing harm to 
his reputation, character and 
grief to his family and friends, 
including many women who 
issued statements about his 
honor and fitness for the 
court.

Nearing the end of her 
speech, Collins said of the 
process surrounding the 
Kavanaugh nomination: “It 
is a case of people bearing 
ill will towards those who 
disagree with them. In our 
intense focus on our differ-
ences, we have forgotten the 
common values that bind us 
together as Americans.”

Unfortunately, a younger 
generation of Americans 
knows little about those 
values. They seem to be rarely 
taught in public schools and 
universities. That is why they 
are slipping away. Young 
people would do well to be 
reminded of them by reading 
Sen. Collins’ speech.

 
Readers may email 
Cal Thomas at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com.

A N O T H E R  O P I N I O N

Susan Collins delivers her fi nest hour in Kavanaugh speech

By Eli Lake

T he highlight of Nikki 
Haley’s tenure as 
U.S. ambassador to 

the United Nations came in 
the third week of December 
2017. The General Assem-
bly was preparing to vote 
to condemn the U.S. for 
moving its embassy in Israel 
to Jerusalem, and Haley 
was having none of it.

There is a great photo 
of her voting against the 
draft resolution and cast-
ing a stern, side-eye stare at 
her colleagues. There is her 
tweet warning that she “will 
be taking names” of coun-
tries that voted later in the 
week to condemn America’s 
decision yet still wanted 
to receive U.S. foreign aid. 
The American right — from 
wonky neocons to MAGA 
populists — swooned.

With the news that Haley 
will leave office at the end 
of the year, I thought of that 
showdown nearly a year ago. 
The conventional wisdom 
then from Trump’s critics 
was that Haley had need-
lessly bullied the envoys 
of other nations. It was an 
embarrassment to treat the 
hallowed halls of the secre-
tariat building like a Mafia 
social club. Diplomats are 
supposed to persuade, not 
alienate.

Despite Haley’s stern 
warning, and others like it, 
she has proved effective. As 
I wrote at the time, the same 
week that Haley promised 
to take names, she won two 
unanimous votes at the UN 

Security Council to ratchet 
up sanctions on North Korea 
and tighten the screening 
of potential foreign 
fighters leaving Syria. In 
July Haley managed to get 
approval for an overhaul 
of the UN peacekeeping 
budget, cutting costs 
and streamlining the 
bureaucracy.

Haley didn’t always 
press for reform. She also 
announced in July that the 
U.S. will be leaving the UN 
Human Rights Council, 
accusing it of providing 
cover for the world’s most 
inhumane regimes while 
focusing its condemnation 
exclusively on the world’s 
only Jewish state.

A fair criticism of Haley’s 
tenure is that in her defense 
of the universal rights of all 
people, she did not manage 
to win the support of her 
boss at the White House. 
President Donald Trump has 
too often flattered the kind 
of tyrants that Haley scolds.

So there were moments 
when Haley’s foreign policy 
was in tension with Trump’s. 
The best example came in 
April, when Haley went on the 
Sunday talk shows to prom-
ise new sanctions on Russia 
for its role in abetting the 
Syrian regime after a chemi-
cal weapons attack. White 
House officials walked it back 
the next day. When White 
House economic adviser Larry 
Kudlow suggested Haley 
may have been confused, 
the ambassador responded: 
“With all due respect, I don’t 
get confused.”

This tension reflects 
a wider rift within the 
Republican Party.

Traditional conservatives 
embrace American 
exceptionalism and chafe 
at the UN vision of a 
community of nations, all 
deserving equal respect. 
Trump takes a different 
view. As he said in his 
address to the UN General 
Assembly last month: “I 
honor the right of every 
nation in this room to pursue 
its own customs, beliefs and 
traditions. The United States 
will not tell you how to live 
or work or worship. We 
only ask that you honor our 
sovereignty in return.”

In this respect, Trump 
might be called a transac-
tionalist. Haley is clearly an 
exceptionalist. In a speech 
last May at the International 
Republican Institute, she 
said the UN’s “foundational 
dilemma” was that “it is set 
up to treat all countries the 
same.” She went on: “But 
all countries are not funda-
mentally the same. When 
you try to pretend that there 
is no difference between the 
good guys and the bad guys, 
that’s always a win for the 
bad guys.”

Haley proved it’s possible 
to speak plainly about the 
bad guys and still gain their 
cooperation. It’s a record 
that would make any dip-
lomat proud — and a lesson 
her soon-to-be-former boss 
might take to heart.

Eli Lake is a columnist 
for Bloomberg News.    
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Asheville 73 46 r 69 46 s Cleveland 67 46 r 54 42 pc Honolulu 84 72 pc 84 72 sh Philadelphia 79 57 r 64 47 pc St. Ste. Marie 51 35 c 42 32 sn
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EAGLES, 
GIANTS 
MEET AMID 
STRUGGLES

Paul Jenkins, Sports editor 
352-365-8204
paul.jenkins@dailycommercial.com

By Mark Long
The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE — Jump 
pass. Double pass. Rocker 
step. Throwback toss. Those 
are apparently just a glimpse 
into Dan Mullen’s playbook.

The first-year Florida coach 
has turned to a little trick-
ery to help the 14th-ranked 
Gators mask their offensive 
deficiencies.

“Daring Dan” is perfect on 
the season with them, too.

His latest play-calling 
masterpiece came Saturday 
against LSU. Mullen dialed 
up a throwback pass from 

seldom-used tight end Lucas 
Krull, a former left-hander 
pitcher at Arkansas, to quar-
terback Feleipe Franks that 
set up the go-ahead touch-
down in a 27-19 victory.

The timing was impeccable. 
The execution was flawless. 
The outcome was something 
Florida players and coaches 
are starting to expect.

A week earlier, the Gators 

used a double pass nicknamed 
“Kodak” to beat Mississippi 
State 13-6. The play was 
named after rapper and Flor-
ida fan Kodak Black.

So what about Krull’s 
15-yard completion to Franks?

“That’s just called throw-
back,” Mullen said. “We 
have some cool, other plays 
in there. ... It was one that we 
had a long time ago. I wasn’t 
smart enough to create cool 
names for plays until about 
four or five years ago. That’s 
just one we’ve had for a long, 
long time. But, sorry. I’ve got 
to be more creative than just 
throwback.”

No one will mind plain as 

Tricks have been a treat for UF
‘Daring Dan’ pulling out 
all the stops for Gators

Florida head coach Dan Mullen celebrates with fans as he leaves the 
fi eld after defeating fi fth-ranked LSU on Saturday in Gainesville. 
[AP PHOTO/JOHN RAOUX]

By Mike Fitzpatrick
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Aaron 
Judge and the New York 
Yankees couldn’t wait to 
get back home.

Now, that’s exactly 
where they’re staying.

CC Sabathia became 
the latest pitcher to put 
New York in an early 
hole as rookie manager 
Aaron Boone again stuck 
with his starter too long, 
and the Yankees fell just 
short of extending their 
season Tuesday night 
with a 4-3 loss to the 
rival Boston Red Sox in 
Game 4 of their AL Divi-
sion Series.

“That’s the one team 
that you don’t want to 
lose to,” outfielder Brett 
Gardner said. “We hate 
losing to them and we 
love beating them. Obvi-
ously, they just had our 
number this year.”

New York mounted a 
last-ditch rally against 
wild closer Craig Kim-
brel, scoring twice in 
the ninth inning. But 
the Yankees’ comeback 
stalled when Gary San-
chez’s bases-loaded 
sacrifice fly was caught 
on the left-field warning 
track, and rookie Gley-
ber Torres grounded out 
with two on to end it — 
sort of.

The play at first base 
was close, so both teams 
and a sellout crowd held 
their breath during a 
dramatic replay review 
before the out call was 
u p h e l d  f o l l o w i n g  a 
63-second delay. Kim-
brel and the Red Sox 
— suspended in mid-
celebration for a minute 
— resumed bouncing 
around in excitement.

“We played a really 

Out at 
home: 
Yankees 
fall to rival

By Paul Newberry
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The first half 
of the season was a breeze for 
No. 2 Georgia.

No daunting opponents. 
No game closer than two 
touchdowns.

Now the real season begins.
The Bulldogs must run 

a gauntlet of four straight 
games against Southeastern 
Conference opponents cur-
rently ranked in the Top 25, 
beginning with Saturday’s 
trip to No. 13 LSU.

“Anytime you go on the 
road in the SEC, it’s an adven-
ture,” coach Kirby Smart 
said. “We’re going to play 
some good teams coming up, 
absolutely. It’s tough every-
where in the SEC. Go talk to 
Tennessee and ask them the 

road they’re dealing with. Go 
talk to LSU — they just played 
Florida. I mean, there’s no 
time to cry about it. Nobody 
wants to hear that. You gotta 
get ready to go play.”

Coming off a trip to the 
national championship game, 
Georgia (6-0, 4-0 SEC) has 
yet to be seriously challenged.

But beating teams like 
Austin Peay and Vanderbilt 
by an average of nearly 30 
points a game makes this a 
rather mysterious team. Even 
this deep into the season, no 
one is quite sure how the 
Bulldogs will react when inev-
itably faced with an opponent 
that can match up with them 
physically and hang around 
well into the second half.

“We just know that from 

No. 2 Georgia prepares to face gauntlet of Top 25 teams

Georgia running back D’Andre Swift (7) gets past Vanderbilt 
linebacker Josh Smith (25) on Saturday in Athens, Ga. 
[AP PHOTO/JOHN BAZEMORE]

Saturday’s game

Who: No. 14 Florida (5-1, 3-1 
SEC) vs. Vanderbilt (3-3, 0-2)
When: 12 p.m.
Where: Vanderbilt Stadium, 
Nashville, Tenn.
TV: ESPN

By Frank Jolley
frank.jolley@dailycommercial.com

Another week filled with 
ups and downs in the rankings.

The Florida High School Ath-
letic Association football Playoff 

Power Rankings, that is.
Four area programs would 

be playoff programs if the 
postseason began today, 
based on the newest PPR, 
which was released Tuesday 
by the FHSAA.

The Villages and South 
Sumter are among the top six 
teams in Class 4A-Region 2, 
while South Lake is fourth 
in Class 6A-Region 2 and 
Wildwood is sixth in Class 
1A-Region 4. South Lake, The 

Villages and South Sumter 
were playoff teams based on 
the rankings released on Oct. 
2, and Wildwood moved up 
from the seventh spot in Class 

H I G H  S C H O O L  N O T E B O O K

A fl uid situation

South Lake’s Zach Martin (28) looks for running room against Eustis on Friday in Groveland. South Lake is currently fourth in Class 6A-Region 2. 
[PAUL RYAN / CORRESPONDENT]

4 area schools currently in playoff  positions

See GATORS,  B3

See YANKEES,  B3See GEORGIA,  B3

See NOTEBOOK,  B3
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H O W  T O  R E AC H  U S

Paul Jenkins, Sports Editor
Email: paul.jenkins@dailycommercial.com
Phone: 352-365-8204

S P O R T S  R E S U LT S

Schools or coaches can report game results by calling 
352-365-8204. Submissions also can be emailed to 
sports@dailycommercial.com. Results submitted after 
9:30 p.m. may not appear in the next day’s edition of 
the Daily Commercial.

S P O R T S  O N  T V

FOOTBALL
COLLEGE SCHEDULE
TODAY
SOUTHWEST
Texas Tech (3-2) at TCU (3-2), 7:30 p.m.
Georgia Southern (4-1) at Texas St. (1-4), 
7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY
EAST
Holy Cross (1-5) at Harvard (2-2), 7 p.m.
SOUTHWEST
South Florida (5-0) at Tulsa (1-3), 7 p.m.
FAR WEST
Air Force (2-3) at San Diego St. (4-1), 9 p.m.
Arizona (3-3) at Utah (3-2), 10 p.m.
SATURDAY
EAST
Akron (2-2) at Buffalo (5-1), Noon
Cornell (2-2) at Colgate (5-0), Noon
Maine (3-2) at Rhode Island (4-1), Noon
St. Francis (Pa.) (2-3) at Wagner (1-5), Noon
Louisville (2-4) at Boston College (4-2), 
12:30 p.m.
Fordham (0-5) at Lehigh (1-4), 12:30 p.m.
CCSU (3-3) at Bryant (4-1), 1 p.m.
Bucknell (1-5) at Monmouth (NJ) (3-2), 
1 p.m.
Columbia (3-1) at Penn (3-1), 1 p.m.
Brown (1-3) at Princeton (4-0), 1 p.m.
James Madison (4-2) at Villanova (3-3), 
1 p.m.
Mercer (3-2) at Yale (2-2), 1 p.m.
Elon (4-1) at Delaware (3-2), 3:30 p.m.
Georgetown (2-4) at Lafayette (1-4), 3:30 
p.m.
Temple (2-3) at Navy (2-3), 3:30 p.m.
Stony Brook (4-2) at New Hampshire (1-4), 
3:30 p.m.
Michigan St. (3-2) at Penn St. (4-1), 3:30 
p.m.
William & Mary (2-3) at Towson (4-1), 4 p.m.
Sacred Heart (3-2) at Dartmouth (4-0), 
6 p.m.
Richmond (2-4) at Albany (NY) (2-3), 7 p.m.
Robert Morris (0-4) at Duquesne (3-3), 7 
p.m.
SOUTH
Tennessee (2-3) at Auburn (4-2), Noon
Rutgers (1-5) at Maryland (3-2), Noon
Hampton (2-3) at Presbyterian (2-2), Noon
Florida (5-1) at Vanderbilt (3-3), Noon
Duke (4-1) at Georgia Tech (3-3), 12:20 p.m.
Morehead St. (1-4) at Davidson (5-1), 1 p.m.
Wofford (4-1) at Furman (1-3), 1 p.m.
Delaware St. (0-5) at Howard (1-3), 1 p.m.
Marist (1-4) at Jacksonville (1-3), 1 p.m.
Florida A&M (4-2) at NC A&T (5-1), 1 p.m.
Kennesaw St. (5-1) at Gardner-Webb (1-4), 
1:30 p.m.
Troy (5-1) at Liberty (2-3), 2 p.m.
Tennessee St. (2-2) at Murray St. (2-3), 
2 p.m.
Bethune-Cookman (3-3) at SC State (1-4), 
2 p.m.
ETSU (5-1) at The Citadel (1-3), 2 p.m.
Alcorn St. (4-2) at Alabama A&M (3-3), 
3 p.m.
MVSU (0-4) at Jackson St. (2-2), 3 p.m.
VMI (0-5) at Samford (2-4), 3 p.m.
E. Kentucky (2-3) at UT Martin (1-4), 3 p.m.
W. Kentucky (1-4) at Charlotte (2-3), 3:30 
p.m.
Georgia (6-0) at LSU (5-1), 3:30 p.m.
UCF (5-0) at Memphis (4-2), 3:30 p.m.
Marshall (3-2) at Old Dominion (1-5), 3:30 
p.m.
Texas A&M (4-2) at South Carolina (3-2), 
3:30 p.m.
Chattanooga (4-2) at W. Carolina (2-2), 
3:30 p.m.
E. Illinois (1-5) at Jacksonville St. (4-1), 
4 p.m.
New Mexico St. (2-4) at Louisiana-Lafayette 
(2-4), 5 p.m.
Houston Baptist (1-4) at SE Louisiana (2-4), 
5 p.m.
Alabama St. (2-3) at South Alabama (1-5), 
5 p.m.
Va. Lynchburg (2-3) at Charleston Southern 
(1-3), 6 p.m.
Louisiana-Monroe (2-4) at Coastal Carolina 
(3-2), 6 p.m.
Morgan St. (1-4) at Savannah St. (1-4), 
6 p.m.
Missouri (3-2) at Alabama (6-0), 7 p.m.
Houston (4-1) at East Carolina (2-3), 7 p.m.
Mississippi College (2-3) at North Alabama 
(3-3), 7 p.m.
Virginia Tech (3-2) at North Carolina (1-3), 
7 p.m.
Sam Houston St. (3-2) at Northwestern St. 
(2-3), 7 p.m.
Miami (5-1) at Virginia (3-2), 7 p.m.
Middle Tennessee (3-2) at FIU (3-2), 7:30 
p.m.
MIDWEST
Toledo (3-2) at E. Michigan (2-4), Noon
Iowa (4-1) at Indiana (4-2), Noon
Oklahoma St. (4-2) at Kansas St. (2-4), Noon
Nebraska (0-5) at Northwestern (2-3), Noon
Minnesota (3-2) at Ohio St. (6-0), Noon
Stetson (3-1) at Drake (3-1), 2 p.m.
Missouri St. (2-2) at Indiana St. (3-2), 2 p.m.
Montana (4-2) at North Dakota (3-2), 2 p.m.
Austin Peay (3-3) at SE Missouri (3-2), 2 
p.m.
Butler (3-2) at Valparaiso (0-5), 2 p.m.
Kent St. (1-5) at Miami (Ohio) (2-4), 2:30 
p.m.
Pittsburgh (3-3) at Notre Dame (6-0), 2:30 
p.m.
W. Michigan (4-2) at Bowling Green (1-5), 
3 p.m.
Ball St. (2-4) at Cent. Michigan (1-5), 3 p.m.
S. Illinois (1-4) at Illinois St. (4-1), 3 p.m.
Youngstown St. (2-3) at S. Dakota St. (2-2), 
3 p.m.
Purdue (2-3) at Illinois (3-2), 3:30 p.m.
Ohio (3-2) at N. Illinois (3-3), 3:30 p.m.
West Virginia (5-0) at Iowa St. (2-3), 7 p.m.
N. Iowa (2-3) at South Dakota (3-2), 7 p.m.
N. Dakota St. (5-0) at W. Illinois (2-3), 7 p.m.
Wisconsin (4-1) at Michigan (5-1), 7:30 p.m.
SOUTHWEST
UAB (4-1) at Rice (1-5), 1 p.m.
Southern Miss. (2-2) at North Texas (5-1), 
2 p.m.
Cent. Arkansas (3-2) at Stephen F. Austin 
(1-4), 3 p.m.
Nicholls (4-2) at Abilene Christian (2-4), 
3:30 p.m.
Baylor (4-2) at Texas (5-1), 3:30 p.m.
Incarnate Word (3-2) at Lamar (1-4), 4 p.m.
Southern U. (2-3) at Prairie View (3-3), 
6 p.m.
Grambling St. (2-3) at Texas Southern (1-4), 
7 p.m.
Louisiana Tech (3-2) at UTSA (3-3), 7 p.m.
Mississippi (4-2) at Arkansas (1-5), 7:30 
p.m.
FAR WEST
Washington (5-1) at Oregon (4-1), 3:30 p.m.
Army (3-2) at San Jose St. (0-5), 3:30 p.m.
New Mexico (3-2) at Colorado St. (2-4), 
4 p.m.
Idaho (2-3) at Montana St. (3-2), 4 p.m.
UNLV (2-3) at Utah St. (4-1), 4 p.m.
N. Colorado (0-6) at Portland St. (2-4), 5 
p.m.
Dayton (3-3) at San Diego (3-2), 5 p.m.
E. Washington (5-1) at Weber St. (3-2), 
6 p.m.
UCLA (0-5) at California (3-2), 7 p.m.
Idaho St. (4-1) at UC Davis (4-1), 7 p.m.
Sacramento St. (2-3) at S. Utah (0-5), 8 p.m.
Hawaii (6-1) at BYU (3-3), 10:15 p.m.
Wyoming (2-4) at Fresno St. (4-1), 10:30 
p.m.
Boise St. (3-2) at Nevada (3-3), 10:30 p.m.
Colorado (5-0) at Southern Cal (3-2), 10:30 
p.m.

NFL 
All times Eastern
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
EAST W L T PCT. PF PA
New England 3 2 0 .600 133 108
Miami 3 2 0 .600 99 117
Buffalo 2 3 0 .400 63 118
N.Y. Jets 2 3 0 .400 123 105
SOUTH W L T PCT. PF PA
Tennessee 3 2 0 .600 87 86
Jacksonville 3 2 0 .600 102 86
Houston 2 3 0 .400 115 124
Indianapolis 1 4 0 .200 118 138
NORTH W L T PCT. PF PA
Cincinnati 4 1 0 .800 153 130
Baltimore 3 2 0 .600 132 77
Cleveland 2 2 1 .500 114 113
Pittsburgh 2 2 1 .500 143 133
WEST W L T PCT. PF PA
Kansas City 5 0 0 1.000 175 129
L.A. Chargers 3 2 0 .600 137 130
Denver 2 3 0 .400 100 131
Oakland 1 4 0 .200 107 149

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
EAST W L T PCT. PF PA
Washington 2 2 0 .500 83 87
Dallas 2 3 0 .400 83 96
Philadelphia 2 3 0 .400 103 104
N.Y. Giants 1 4 0 .200 104 128
SOUTH W L T PCT. PF PA
New Orleans 4 1 0 .800 180 140
Carolina 3 1 0 .750 104 91
Tampa Bay 2 2 0 .500 112 139

Atlanta 1 4 0 .200 133 163
NORTH W L T PCT. PF PA
Chicago 3 1 0 .750 111 65
Minnesota 2 2 1 .500 113 131
Green Bay 2 2 1 .500 115 114
Detroit 2 3 0 .400 125 137
WEST W L T PCT. PF PA
L.A. Rams 5 0 0 1.000 173 98
Seattle 2 3 0 .400 116 114
Arizona 1 4 0 .200 65 112
San Francisco 1 4 0 .200 118 146

WEEK 5
Oct. 4
New England 38, Indianapolis 24
Sunday’s Games
Buffalo 13, Tennessee 12
Cincinnati 27, Miami 17
Pittsburgh 41, Atlanta 17
N.Y. Jets 34, Denver 16
Carolina 33, N.Y. Giants 31
Detroit 31, Green Bay 23
Kansas City 30, Jacksonville 14
Cleveland 12, Baltimore 9, OT
L.A. Chargers 26, Oakland 10
Minnesota 23, Philadelphia 21
Arizona 28, San Francisco 18
L.A. Rams 33, Seattle 31
Houston 19, Dallas 16, OT
Monday’s Game
New Orleans 43, Washington 19 
Open: Tampa Bay, Chicago
WEEK 6
Thursday’s Game
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 8:20 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 14
Seattle vs Oakland at London, UK, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Miami, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at Houston, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Arizona at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Washington, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Denver, 4:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Baltimore at Tennessee, 4:25 p.m.
Kansas City at New England, 8:20 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 15
San Francisco at Green Bay, 8:15 p.m.
Open: Detroit, New Orleans

BASEBALL
POSTSEASON
WILD CARD
Tuesday, Oct. 2: Colorado 2, Chicago 1, 13 
innings
Wednesday, Oct. 3: New York 7, Oakland 2
DIVISION SERIES
(Best-of-5; x-if necessary)
American League
Boston 3, New York 1
Friday, Oct. 5: Boston 5, New York 4
Saturday, Oct. 6: New York 6, Boston 2
Monday, Oct. 8: Boston 16, New York 1
Tuesday, Oct. 9: Boston 4, New York 3
Houston 3, Cleveland 0
Friday, Oct. 5: Houston 7, Cleveland 2
Saturday, Oct. 6: Houston 3, Cleveland 1
Monday, Oct. 8: Houston 11, Cleveland 3
National League
Milwaukee 3, Colorado 0
Thursday, Oct. 4: Milwaukee 3, Colorado 2, 
10 innings
Friday, Oct. 5: Milwaukee 4, Colorado 0
Sunday, Oct. 7: Milwaukee 6, at Colorado 0
Los Angeles 3, Atlanta 1
Thursday, Oct. 4: Los Angeles 6, Atlanta 0
Friday, Oct. 5: Los Angeles 3, Atlanta 0
Sunday, Oct. 7: Atlanta 6, Los Angeles 5
Monday, Oct. 8: Los Angeles 6, Atlanta 2
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
(Best-of-7, x-if necessary)
American League
All Games on TBS
Houston vs. Boston
Saturday, Oct. 13: Houston at Boston, 8:09 
p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 14: Houston at Boston, 7:09 
p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 16: Boston at Houston, TBD
Wednesday, Oct. 17: Boston at Houston, 
TBD
x-Thursday, Oct. 18: Boston at Houston, TBD
x-Saturday, Oct. 20: Houston at Boston, TBD
x-Sunday, Oct. 21: Houston at Boston, TBD
National League
Fox and FS1
Los Angeles vs. Milwaukee
Friday, Oct. 12: Los Angeles at Milwaukee, 
8:09 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 13: Los Angeles at 
Milwaukee, 4:09 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 15: Milwaukee at Los Angeles, 
TBD
Tuesday, Oct. 16: Milwaukee at Los Angeles, 
TBD
x-Wednesday, Oct. 17: Milwaukee at Los 
Angeles, TBD
x-Friday, Oct. 19: Los Angeles at Milwaukee, 
TBD
x-Saturday, Oct. 20: Los Angeles at 
Milwaukee, TBD
WORLD SERIES
(Best-of-7, x-if necessary)
All Games on FOX
Tuesday, Oct. 23: Los Angeles-Milwaukee 
winner at Boston-Houston winner
Wednesday, Oct. 24: Los Angeles-Milwaukee 
winner at Boston-Houston winner
Friday, Oct. 26: Boston-Houston winner at 
Los Angeles-Milwaukee winner
Saturday, Oct. 27: Boston-Houston winner 
at Los Angeles-Milwaukee winner
x-Sunday, Oct. 28: Boston-Houston winner 
at Los Angeles-Milwaukee winner
x-Tuesday, Oct. 30: Los Angeles-Milwaukee 
winner at Boston-Houston winner
x-Wednesday, Oct. 31: Los Angeles-
Milwaukee winner at Boston-Houston 
winner

LATE TUESDAY BOX SCORE
RED SOX 4, YANKEES 3
BOSTON AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Betts rf 4 0 0 0 1 2 .188
Benintendi lf 4 1 0 0 0 3 .286
Pearce 1b 5 1 2 0 0 1 .333
Martinez dh 3 0 1 1 1 0 .357
Bogaerts ss 4 0 1 0 1 1 .294
Kinsler 2b 4 1 1 1 0 2 .308
Nunez 3b 4 0 2 1 0 0 .182
Bradley Jr. cf 4 0 0 0 0 1 .167
Vazquez c 3 1 1 1 1 2 .333
TOTALS 35 4 8 4 4 12
NEW YORK AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Hicks cf 4 0 0 0 0 1 .200
Judge rf 3 1 0 0 1 0 .375
Gregorius ss 4 1 2 0 0 1 .214
Stanton dh 4 0 0 0 0 1 .222
Voit 1b 3 0 0 0 1 0 .231
1-Hechavarria pr 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Walker 3b 3 0 1 1 0 1 .250
Sanchez c 3 1 1 1 0 0 .200
Torres 2b 4 0 1 0 0 0 .308
Gardner lf 1 0 0 1 0 0 .000
a-McCutchen ph-lf 1 0 0 0 0 0 .133
TOTALS 30 3 5 3 2 4
BOSTON 003 100 000—4 8 0
NEW YORK 000 010 002—3 5 1
a-grounded out for Gardner in the 8th.
1-ran for Voit in the 9th.
E—Voit (1). LOB—Boston 10, New York 5. 
2B—Kinsler (2), Nunez (1), Gregorius (1), 
Sanchez (1). HR—Vazquez (1), off Britton. 
RBIs—Martinez (6), Kinsler (2), Nunez (1), 
Vazquez (2), Walker (1), Sanchez (5), Gardner 
(1). SB—Bradley Jr. (1). SF—Martinez, 
Sanchez, Gardner.
Runners left in scoring position—Boston 5 
(Benintendi 2, Bogaerts, Kinsler 2); New York 
2 (Voit, Torres). RISP—Boston 2 for 7; New 
York 1 for 5.
Runners moved up—Bogaerts, Stanton.
BOSTON IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Porcello, W,1-0 5 4 1 1 0 1 65 1.59
Barnes, H,2 1 0 0 0 0 0 14 0.00
Brasier, H,1 1 0 0 0 0 1 14 0.00
Sale, H,1 1 0 0 0 0 1 13 2.84
Kimbrel, S,2-2 1 1 2 2 2 1 28 11.57
NEW YORK IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Sabathia, L,0-1 3 5 3 3 2 1 59 9.00
Britton 2 2 1 1 0 3 27 2.25
Robertson 1.2 0 0 0 1 4 30 0.00
Betances 1.1 1 0 0 1 3 25 2.70
Chapman 1 0 0 0 0 1 10 0.00
Inherited runners-scored—Betances 1-0. 
HBP—Sabathia (Benintendi), Kimbrel 
(Walker). WP—Sabathia, Betances.
Umpires—Home, Angel Hernandez; First, 
Fieldin Culbreth; Second, D.J. Reyburn; Third, 
Cory Blaser; Right, Mike Winters; Left, Dan 
Bellino. T—3:28. A—49,641 (47,309).

AUTO RACING
NASCAR
1000 BULBS.COM 500
Site: Talladega, Alabama.
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 11:05 a.m., 
(NBCSN), qualifying, 4:35 p.m. (NBCSN); 
Sunday, race, 2 p.m., NBC
Track: Talladega Superspeedway (oval, 

2.66 miles).
Race distance: 500.08 miles, 188 laps.
Last year: Brad Keselowski won despite 
leading just seven laps.
Last race: Chase Elliott won his fi rst career 
playoff race at Dover.
Fast facts: Elliott earned a spot in the Round 
of 8 with the victory, just his second in the 
Cup series. Elliott now has two runner-up 
fi nishes and a win in just six starts in Dover. 
...Kevin Harvick moved ahead of Kyle Busch 
for fi rst last weekend. They each have 
seven wins and have combined to take fi rst 
in 14 of this year’s 30 races. ...Defending 
champion Martin Truex Jr. is third, followed 
by Joey Logano and Elliott.
Next race: Hollywood Casino 400, October 
21, Kansas Speedway, Kansas City, Kansas.
Online: http://www.nascar.com
XFINITY
Last race: Christopher Bell won for the 
second time in three starts.
Next race: Kansas Lottery 300, Oct. 20, 
Kansas Speedway.
Online: http://www.nascar.com
CAMPING WORLD TRUCK
FR8AUCTIONS 250
Site: Talladega.
Schedule: Friday, practice, 10:00 & 11:35 
a.m. (FS2), qualifying, 5:35 p.m. (FS2); 
Saturday, race, 1 p.m., FOX.
Track: Talladega Superspeedway.
Race distance: 250.04 miles, 94 laps.
Last year: Parker Kligerman won his second 
career race in the series.
Last race: Grant Enfi nger clinched a spot 
in the second round of the playoffs with a 
victory in Las Vegas.
Fast facts: The truck series returns to action 
after a month off. Enfi nger led 40 of 144 laps 
to win in Vegas the last time out. ...Justin 
Haley, like Enfi nger, has a playoff win in 
hand. He’s 12 points ahead of Enfi nger en-
tering the weekend. ...Johnny Sauter, Noah 
Gragson, Brett Moffi tt and Matt Crafton are 
also currently above the cutoff line.
Next race: Texas Roadhouse 200, Oct. 
27, Martinsville Speedway, Martinsville, 
Virginia.
Online: http://www.nascar.com
FORMULA ONE
Last race: Lewis Hamilton all but clinched 
the F1 championship by winning in Japan.
Next race: U.S. Grand Prix, Oct. 21, Circuit 
of the Americas, Austin, Texas.
Online: http://www.formula1.com
NHRA MELLO YELLO DRAG RACING
CAROLINA NATIONALS
Site: Concord, North Carolina.
Schedule: Friday, qualifying, 3:30 & 6 p.m.; 
Saturday, qualifying, 1:30 & 4 p.m.; Sunday, 
fi nals, 4:40 p.m., FS1.
Track: zMax Dragway.
Last year: Doug Kalitta won Top Fuel just 
outside of Charlotte.
Last race: Steve Torrence took fi rst in Texas.
Fast facts: This weekend’s event is the 
fourth in a six-race postseason. ...Torrence 
won the fi rst three playoff starts and has 
103-point lead over Clay Millican. Tony 
Schumacher is 165 points back and Leah 
Pritchett is 224 points behind the dominant 
Torrence. ...Robert Hight (Funny Car), 
Tanner Gray (Pro Stock) and Eddie Krawiec 
(Pro Stock Motorcycle) also won last year 
in Concord. ...Hight leads Funny Car by 50 
points over J.R. Todd. Gray is also fi rst in his 
division, while Krawiec is 47 points back of 
LE Tonglet for the championship.
Next race: Toyota Nationals, Oct. 25-28, 
The Strip at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, 
Las Vegas.
Online: http://www.nhra.com
NASCAR Monster Energy Cup Points 
Leaders
Through Oct. 7
1. Kevin Harvick, 3101
2. Kyle Busch, 3096
3. Martin Truex Jr., 3069
4. Joey Logano, 3064
5. Chase Elliott, 3056
6. Kurt Busch, 3054
7. Brad Keselowski, 3054
8. Ryan Blaney, 3043
9. Aric Almirola, 3033
10. Clint Bowyer, 3033
11. Kyle Larson, 3031
12. Alex Bowman, 3009
NASCAR Monster Energy Cup Pole Winners
Through Oct. 7
1. Kyle Busch, 5
1. Martin Truex Jr., 5
2. Kurt Busch, 4
4. Denny Hamlin, 3
4. Kevin Harvick, 3
4. Kyle Larson, 3
7. Ryan Blaney, 2
8. Alex Bowman, 1
8. Chase Elliott, 1
8. Erik Jones, 1
8. Paul Menard, 1
8. Daniel Suarez, 1
NASCAR Monster Energy Cup Laps Led 
Leaders
Through Oct. 7
1. Kevin Harvick, 1546
2. Kyle Busch, 1230
3. Martin Truex Jr., 970
4. Kyle Larson, 737
5. Ryan Blaney, 602
6. Brad Keselowski, 535
7. Clint Bowyer, 489
8. Kurt Busch, 484
9. Joey Logano, 391
10. Denny Hamlin, 308
11. Chase Elliott, 265
12. Aric Almirola, 180
13. Ricky Stenhouse Jr., 132
14. Erik Jones, 88
15. Alex Bowman, 68
16. Ryan Newman, 57
17. William Byron, 56
18. Daniel Suarez, 35
19. Michael McDowell, 31
20. Kasey Kahne, 30
21. Jimmie Johnson, 29
22. Austin Dillon, 23
23. Bubba Wallace, 15
24. Paul Menard, 14
25. Regan Smith, 10
26. AJ Allmendinger, 9
26. Jamie McMurray, 9
28. Matt DiBenedetto, 6
29. Matt Kenseth, 5
30. Ty Dillon, 3
31. Chris Buescher, 1
31. Brendan Gaughan, 1
31. Justin Marks, 1

GOLF
PGA TOUR
CIMB CLASSIC
Site: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Course: TPC Kuala Lumpur (West). Yardage: 
7,005. Par: 72.
Purse: $7 million. Winner’s share: 
$1,620,000.
Television: Today, 10:30 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. 
(Golf Channel); Friday-Saturday, 11 p.m. to 3 
a.m. (Golf Channel).
Defending champion: Pat Perez.
FedEx Cup leader: Kevin Tway.
Last week: Kevin Tway won the Safeway 
Open.
Notes: This is the fi rst of a three-week swing 
through Asia with limited fi elds and no cuts. 
... Justin Thomas won his fi rst two PGA Tour 
titles at the CIMB Classic. He is among 10 
players in the fi eld who were in the season-
ending Tour Championship three weeks ago. 
... Sixteen players competed in all three 
Asian events last year. Only three of them 
made it to the Tour Championship — Xander 
Schauffele, Paul Casey and Kyle Stanley. ... 
Perez made 56 percent of his regular-season 
FedEx Cup points during the three-tourna-
ment Asian swing last year, starting with his 
victory in Malaysia. ... Tway and two players 
he beat in a playoff at the Safeway Open, 
Brandt Snedeker and Ryan Moore, are 
among 30 players in the fi eld who played in 
California last week. ... Thomas and Moore 
both have two victories in Malaysia. ... 
Kiradech Aphibarnrat of Thailand is making 
his debut as a PGA Tour member.
Next week: CJ Cup in South Korea.
Online: www.pgatour.com

EUROPEAN TOUR
SKY SPORTS BRITISH MASTERS
Site: Surrey, England.
Course: Walton Heath (Old Course). 
Yardage: 7,394. Par: 72.
Purse: 3 million pounds. Winner’s share: 
500,000 pounds.
Television: Today-Friday, 4:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. (Golf Channel); Saturday, 7 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. (Golf Channel); Sunday, 6:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. (Golf Channel).
Defending champion: Paul Dunne.
Race to Dubai leader: Francesco Molinari.
Last week: Lucas Bjerregaard won the 
Dunhill Links Championship.
Notes: FedEx Cup champion Justin Rose is 
the tournament host this year at Walton 

Heath. ... British Open champion Francesco 
Molinari and Tommy Fleetwood, the fi rst 
European tandem to go 4-0 in the Ryder 
Cup, are in the fi eld. ... Rose will have a 
chance to return to No. 1 in the world. ... 
Walton Heath was founded in 1903 and had 
King Edward VIII as its fi rst captain. The 
Old Course hosted the 1981 Ryder Cup. ... 
The fi eld features four Ryder Cup players 
(Rose, Molinari, Fleetwood and Thorbjorn 
Olesen), Captain Thomas Bjorn and three 
vice captains in Padraig Harrington, Luke 
Donald and Robert Karlsson. ... The tourna-
ment dates to 1972. ... The list of champions 
features eight winning Ryder Cup captains 
— Bjorn, Colin Montgomerie, Ian Woosnam, 
Bernhard Langer, Sam Torrance, Seve 
Ballesteros, Bernard Gallacher and Tony 
Jacklin.
Next week: Andalucia Valderrama Masters.
Online: www.europeantour.com

LPGA TOUR
KEB HANA BANK CHAMPIONSHIP
Site: Incheon, South Korea.
Course: Sky 72 GC (Ocean Course). 
Yardage: 6,316. Par: 72.
Purse: $2 million. Winner’s share: $300,000.
Television: Today, 1:30-5:30 p.m. (Golf 
Channel-tape delay); Friday-Sunday, 12:30-3 
p.m. (Golf Channel-tape delay).
Defending champion: Jin Young Ko.
Race to CME Globe leader: Ariya 
Jutanugarn.
Last week: South Korea won the 
International Crown.
Notes: In Gee Chun, who won all four of 
her matches last week, is among 21 players 
from the International Crown playing this 
week. That includes Sung Hyun Park, 
the No. 1 player in the world. ... All four 
Americans from the International Crown are 
playing — Michelle Wie, Cristie Kerr, Jessica 
Kordan and Lexi Thompson). ... Thompson 
has not won in more than a year, dating 
to the Indy Women in Tech Championship. 
She has slipped to No. 5 in the world. ... The 
tournament is co-sanctioned by the Korean 
LPGA, which selected 12 players to com-
pete. That gives South Korea 27 players in 
the fi eld of 78. ... Jin Young Ko, the defend-
ing champion, has a big lead over Women’s 
British Open champion Georgia Hall in the 
race of LPGA rookie of the year.
Next week: Buick LPGA Shanghai.
Online: www.lpga.com

PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS
SAS CHAMPIONSHIP
Site: Cary, N.C.
Course: Prestonwood CC. Yardage: 7,082. 
Par: 72.
Purse: $2.1 million. Winner’s share: 
$315,000.
Television: Friday-Sunday, 3-5:30 p.m. (Golf 
Channel).
Defending champion: Colin Montgomerie.
Charles Schwab Cup leader: Scott 
McCarron.
Last tournament: Ken Tanigawa won the 
Pure Insurance Championship.
Notes: This is the fi nal event for the top 72 
players to qualify for the Charles Schwab 
Cup playoffs. ... Davis Love III is at No. 70 
despite playing only fi ve times on the PGA 
Tour Champions. He is not playing the SAS 
Championship, instead competing on the 
PGA Tour in Malaysia. ... John Daly is in 
the fi eld. He is No. 66 in the Schwab Cup 
standings. ... McCarron leads the Schwabu 
Cup by $3,040 over Miguel Angel Jimenez. ... 
Steve Stricker is the only player with three 
victories in individual tournaments this 
year, even though he has played just seven 
times. Paul Broadhurst also has three wins, 
won of them a team competition with Kirk 
Triplett. ... Only four players in the top 25 on 
the money list are former major champions 
— Bernhard Langer, David Toms, Vijay Singh 
and Tom Lehman.
Next week: Dominion Energy Charity 
Classic.
Online: www.pgatour.com/champions

SOCCER
MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T PTS GF GA
Atlanta United FC 20 6 6 66 67 39
New York 20 7 5 65 60 33
New York City FC 15 9 8 53 55 41
Philadelphia 15 12 5 50 48 46
Columbus 13 10 9 48 39 41
Montreal 13 15 4 43 45 52
D.C. United 11 11 8 41 55 49
New England 8 12 11 35 45 51
Toronto FC 9 16 6 33 55 60
Chicago 8 17 7 31 47 59
Orlando City 7 19 4 25 40 68
WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T PTS GF GA
FC Dallas 16 6 9 57 51 38
Sporting Kansas City 15 8 8 53 56 38
Los Angeles FC 15 8 8 53 61 46
Portland 14 9 9 51 50 46
Seattle 15 11 5 50 45 33
Real Salt Lake 13 12 7 46 51 54
LA Galaxy 12 11 9 45 61 60
Vancouver 12 12 7 43 49 60
Minnesota United 11 17 3 36 46 63
Houston 9 14 8 35 51 49
Colorado 6 19 6 24 32 62
San Jose 4 20 8 20 48 69
3 points for victory, 1 point for tie

Saturday’s Games
Montreal 3, Columbus 0
Atlanta United FC 2, New England 1
Vancouver 2, Toronto FC 1
Philadelphia 5, Minnesota United 1
FC Dallas 2, Orlando City 0
Los Angeles Galaxy 1, Sporting Kansas City 
1, tie
Los Angeles FC 3, Colorado 0
Portland 4, Real Salt Lake 1
New York Red Bulls 3, San Jose 1
Sunday’s Game
D.C. United 2, Chicago 1
Monday’s Game
Seattle 4, Houston 1
Friday, Oct. 12
Houston at Los Angeles FC, 10 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 13
Colorado at Minnesota United, 2 p.m.
FC Dallas at D.C. United, 4:55 p.m.
Orlando City at New England, 7:30 p.m.

2018 U.S. MEN’S TEAM
RESULTS/SCHEDULE
All times Eastern
(Record: Won 3, Lost 1, Tied 3)
Sunday, Jan. 28 — United States 0, Bosnia-
Herzogovina 0
Tuesday, March 27 — United States 1, 
Paraguay 0
Monday, May 28 — United States 3, Bolivia 0
Saturday, June 2 — Ireland 1, United States 1
Saturday, June 9 — United States 1, France 1
Friday, Sept. 7 — Brazil 2, United States 0
Tuesday, Sept. 11 — United States 1, Mexico 
0
Thursday, Oct. 11 — vs. Colombia at Tampa, 
Fla., 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 16 — vs. Peru at East Hartford, 
Conn., 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 15 — vs. England at London, 
2:45 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 20 — vs. Italy at site TBA, 3 
p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL
American League
TAMPA BAY RAYS — Extended the contract of 
manager Kevin Cash through the 2024 season.
National League
SAN DIEGO PADRES — Fired hitting coach 
Matt Stairs. Assigned LHP Jose Torres outright 
to San Antonio (PCL).

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
ATLANTA HAWKS — Waived F/C Isaac 
Humphries. Signed G C.J. Anderson.
LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS — Waived F Desi 
Rodriguez.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League
ANAHEIM DUCKS — Assigned LW Pontus 
Aberg to San Diego (AHL).
ARIZONA COYOTES — Assigned C Barrett 
Hayton to Sault Ste. Marie (OHL).
American Hockey League
AHL — Suspended Bakersfi eld F Mitch 
Callahan and San Diego D Andy Welinski one 
game.
ECHL
READING ROYALS — Claimed D Scott 
Dornbrock off waivers.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m.
ESPN — Texas Tech at TCU
ESPNU — Georgia South-
ern at Texas St.
 
FOOTBALL
7 p.m.
ESPN2 — High school, 
Archer (Ga.) at Grayson 
(Ga.), at Loganville, Ga.
 
GOLF
1:30 p.m.
GOLF — LPGA Tour, LPGA 
KEB Hana Bank Cham-
pionship, fi rst round, at 
Incheon, South Korea 
(same-day tape)
10:30 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour, CIMB 
Classic, second round, at 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
4:30 a.m. (Friday)
GOLF — European PGA 
Tour, British Masters, 
second round, at Surrey, 
England
 
NFL FOOTBALL

8:20 p.m.
FOX & NFL — Philadelphia 
at N.Y. Giants
 
NBA BASKETBALL
10 p.m.
NBA — Preseason, Utah at 
Sacramento
 
SOCCER
3:30 p.m.
ESPNEWS — UEFA Nations 
League, Russia vs. 
Sweden, at Kaliningrad 
Oblast, Russia
7:30 p.m.
FS1 — Men, International 
friendly, United States vs. 
Colombia, at Tampa, Fla.
FS2 — 2018 CONCACAF 
Women's Championship, 
Group Stage, Group B: 
Cubs vs. Jamaica, at Edin-
burg, Texas
10 p.m.
FS1 — 2018 CONCACAF 
Women's Championship, 
Group Stage, Group B: 
Costa Rica vs. Canada, at 
Edinburg, Texas

BOYS BOWLING
Leesburg 3, Mount Dora 1

C o n n e r  Z y l o w s k i 
rolled a 157 to pace the 
Yellow Jackets.

GIRLS BOWLING
Leesburg 3, Mount Dora 0

T a y l o r  B u o n a s e r a 
rolled a 163 to lead Lees-
burg to the win.

Kayla Phillips had a 
144 for Mount Dora.

H I G H  S C H O O L  R O U N D U P

Philadelphia Eagles head coach Doug Pederson watches 
from the sideline against the Tennessee Titans on Sept. 
30 in Nashville, Tenn. [AP PHOTO/MARK ZALESKI, FILE]

By Tom Canavan
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, 
N.J. — After turning over 
half their roster, it’s not 
surprising the New York 
Giants are losing.

The defending Super 
Bowl champion Phila-
d e l p h i a  E a g l e s  a r e 
another story. They 
were expected to make 
a run at being the first 
team to repeat since the 
New England Patriots 
won title games after the 
2003 and 2004 seasons.

The Eagles (2-3) head 
into tonight’s game at 
MetLife Stadium against 
the Giants (1-4) looking 
to avoid their first three-
game losing streak since 
the 2016 season. A fourth 
loss would be more than 
they had last season.

While some might 
point to a Super Bowl 
hangover, it’s also a 
combination of having 
a target on their backs, 
injuries and bad play.

“We know we’re going 
to get everybody’s best 
and we’ve seen it already 
this season,” Eagles 
coach Doug Pederson 
said.

“I’ve addressed the 
team that way. It doesn’t 
mean we have to; it’s not 

about panic mode or 
anything in that nature, 
it’s just a heightened 
sense of urgency. The 
mistakes we’re making 
are self-inflicted and it’s 
keeping us from possibly 
winning a game or two 
here or there, and we 
understand that.”

So do the Giants. They 
have not played horribly 
in coach Pat Shurmur’s 
first season. They are 
not making enough 
plays, and too many 
mistakes.

Odell Beckham Jr., 
who caught a touchdown 
and threw another in 
the Giants’ 33-31 loss to 
Carolina last weekend, is 
glad this is a short week 
and the Eagles are the 
opponent in the weak 
NFC East where no team 
has a winning record.

“Defending Super Bowl 
champs coming in here, 
Thursday night game, 
but right now the focus 
is more on this just one 
game, and not putting so 
much pressure on what 
it could do for us,” Beck-
ham said. “But this is a 
game that we need to win 
against a division rival.”

The Eagles have won 
the past three against 
New York and seven of 
eight.

Eagles struggling 
post Super Bowl, 
Giants still losing
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1A-4 following a 68-0 
win against Bronson on 
Friday.

In classes 1A through 
4A, six teams from each 
of the four regions will 
advance into the postsea-
son. In classes 5A through 
8A, eight teams from each 
region — four district 
champions and the four 
highest PPR — will trans-
fer into the postseason.

The final  rankings 
— along with playoff seed-
ings — will be announced 
on Nov. 4.

In Class 4A-Region 
2, The Villages (37.67 
PPR) began last week as 
the top-ranked team in 
the region. However, 
following a 49-13 win 
against Umatilla, the 
Buffalo dropped to No. 4 
this week.

A likely factor in the 
Buffalo’s fall from the top 
spot was the won-loss 
record of their previous 
five opponents, four of 
which lost on Friday. 
Opponent’s won-loss 
record is  one of  the 
criteria used to determine 
PPR.

The Buffalo will get a 
chance to tie the program 
r e c o r d  w i t h  s e v e n 
straight wins to open 
the season on Friday at 
Interlachen.

A l s o  i n  C l a s s 
4A-2,  South Sumter 
(34.71) maintained its 
stranglehold on the sixth 
spot in the rankings, 
despite a 42-21 loss to 
Dunnellon, the second-
ranked team in the region. 
The Raiders (3-4) have 
earned 18 bonus points 
a l r e a d y  t h i s  s e a s o n , 
because they have played 
six teams that earned 
playoff berths in the 
2015-16 scheduling cycle 
— another criteria for 
calculating a team’s PPR.

South Sumter travels 
t o  M o u n t  D o r a  o n 
Friday, with both teams 
looking for a win against 
a regional opponent.

Mount Dora (31.50) 
enters Friday’s game 
ranked eighth in Class 
4A-2 with a 3-3 record. 
A l s o  i n  C l a s s  4 A - 2 , 
Umatilla (25.00) is 11th.

In Class 6A-Region 
2, South Lake (39.83) 
jumped two spots to 
fourth following a 45-14 

win against Eustis. The 
Eagles are the third of 
four teams from District 
5  w h o  w o u l d  e a r n  a 
postseason berth, based 
on Tuesday’s rankings.

O c a l a  V a n g u a r d 
(second with a 43.33 
PPR), Gainesville (third, 
41.67), and Ocala Lake 
Weir (eighth, 37.50) are 
the other three Class 
6A-District 5 teams in 
the hunt for the eight 
regional berths.

South Lake plays at 
district and regional 
rival Leesburg on Friday. 
Leesburg (29.50), which 
upset Tavares last week, 
improved to 19th in the 
region.

And in Class 1A-Region 
4,  Wildwood (34.71) 
jumped into the playoff 
fray, moving into sixth 
p l a c e  a f t e r  i t s  t h i r d 
straight win. 

The Wildcats,  who 
opened the season with 
two straight losses, began 
the week in seventh 
place.

I f  t h e  p o s t s e a s o n 
b e g a n  t h i s  w e e k , 
Wildwood would travel 
to Frostproof for an 
opening-round game. 
Frostproof knocked off 
the Wildcats 59-38 at 
Wildwood in last year’s 
playoffs.

PPR for other area 
s c h o o l s  a n d  r e g i o n 
standing include: Class 
7A-Region 1  — Lake 
Minneola (15th, 34.83) 
and East Ridge (19th, 
32.00); Class 5A-Region 
4 — Eustis (14th, 33.29) 
and Tavares (16th, 31.33).

F i r s t  A c a d e m y  o f 
Leesburg and Mount 
Dora Christian Academy 
compete in the Sunshine 
State Athletic Conference 
and are not part of the 
weekly rankings.

Leesburg’s 
Lance Erving 
attracting attention

Lance Erving, a major 
contributor to Leesburg’s 
back-to-back state cham-
pionship boys basketball 
team, has been attracting 
the attention of various 
college coaches.

In a recent tweet, Erving 
indicated Louisiana Tech 
is among the schools 
that have recently begun 
to show interest in the 
6-foot-2 guard. His play 
also drew special atten-
tion at last weekend’s 
Hoop Exchange Fall Fes-
tival Showcase in Apopka, 
which attracted some of 
the top prep players in the 
state.

“Lance scored at will 
against DME (Sports 
Academy team in Daytona 
Beach,” evaluators noted. 
“He stood out imme-
diately. Lance was very 
poised, and it showed on 
the court. His defense also 
stood out. We will keep our 
eye on Lance Erving and 
see where he ends up.“

A member of the Daily 
Commercial’s All-Area 
First Team, Erving aver-
aged 18.3 points and 2.7 
steals per game in 2018. 
With Erving contributing 
big numbers on the floor, 
— he scored 28 points in 
Leesburg’s 62-61 win 
against Sarasota Booker in 
last year’s Class 6A state 
semifinals — the Yellow 
Jackets had a 53-7 record 
over the past two seasons, 
including a 30-1 mark in 
2017-18.

Montverde Academy 
duo receives 
high praise

A pair of Montverde 
Academy senior standouts 

— Omar Payne and Har-
lond Beverly — also showed 
big-time skills at last 
weekend’s Hoop Exchange 
showcase in Apopka.

Payne, a 6-foot-9 power 
forward who transferred to 
Montverde Academy from 
Kissimmee Osceola, has 
already committed to play 
at the University of Florida 
next season. Nonetheless, 
Payne, who sports a wing-
span of more than seven 
feet, said he has a lot to 
prove this season.

Payne helped the Kow-
boys to a 21-7 record in 
2017-18 and a spot in the 
Class 9A-Region 2 cham-
pionship, where they 
dropped a 57-54 decision 
to eventual state champion 
Orlando Oak Ridge.

Beverly, a 6-foot-4 
guard from Michigan, was 
the “best guard” at the 
showcase, according to 
evaluators. Scouts noted: 
“(Beverly) showed his 
ability to finish above the 
rim with ease. Beverly also 
shot the ball well from the 
perimeter.”

Among the NCAA Divi-
sion I schools looking 
at Beverly are: Florida, 
Arizona State, Baylor, 
Michigan State, Missouri, 
Ohio State, Texas and 
Wisconsin.

Tavares baseball 
team holding 
golf tournament

T h e  T a v a r e s  H i g h 
School baseball team 
has scheduled its fourth 
annual Bulldog Baseball 
Golf Tournament for Nov. 
10 at Deer Island Country 
Club in Tavares.

Cost to play is $65 per 
player or $260 for a four-
some and includes green 
fees, cart and range balls.

The tournament will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. with a 
shotgun start.

There will be prizes for 
first, second and third 
places, as well as awards 
for closest to the pin and 
longest drive, along with 
other ticket prizes. All 
entrants will receive a 
barbecue lunch with sides 
and drinks.

In additions, there are 
various levels of sponsor-
ship available, including 
hole sponsors.

All proceeds from the 
tournament benefit the 
Tavares baseball program.

For more informa-
t i o n  o r  t o  s i g n  u p , 
contact Chris Amirault at 
818-445-6730.

NOTEBOOK
From Page B1

long as it’s productive.
And the Gators (5-1, 

3-1 Southeastern Con-
f e r e n c e )  h a v e  b e e n 
productive while win-
ning three straight. It 
hasn’t been particularly 
pretty on offense, mostly 
because the team’s line 
is a work in progress and 
Franks is far from a pol-
ished passer.

Mullen, to his credit, 
has found ways to get 
the most out of both.

He’s not asking the 
line to try to manhandle 
more physical fronts 
in a league filled with 
them, and he has Franks 
making quick reads 
and, if nobody is open, 
scrambling for yards.

Add in some decep-
tion, and Mullen and the 
Gators are doing enough 
to complement a stout 
defense that continues 
to be the backbone of 
the team.

“He’s got every trick 
in the bag and he knows 
when to call the right 
play at the right time,” 
Krull said. “He’s tre-
mendous at what he 
does.”

On a first-and-10 play 
at the LSU 17 and trail-
ing 19-14, the 6-foot-6 

Krull started in motion 
from right to left, took a 
handoff that resembled 
an end-around and then 
pulled up and floated a 
pass back to Franks, who 
had slipped into the flat 
mostly unnoticed.

Franks was tackled at 
the 2, setting up Lamical 
Perine’s touchdown run 
on the next play.

“I was hoping some-
one would run with me 
and I’d kind of snatch it 
off someone’s head or 
something like that (and) 
make ‘SportsCenter’ top 
plays,” Franks said.

It certainly will end 
up on Franks’ growing 
highlight reel.

He threw a jump pass 
for a touchdown in the 
season opener, stirring 
memories of Florida 
great Tim Tebow. Franks 
started the double pass 
last week, the one that 
ended with Kadarius 
Toney’s 20-yard TD 
toss to Moral Stephens.

Franks’ 13th touch-
down pass of the season 
came Saturday on a 
rocker step to Ste-
phens, another play 
Tebow made famous at 
Florida. Franks took the 
shotgun snap, stepped 
toward the line of scrim-
mage like he was about 
to tuck it and run, and 
then rocked back and 
completed a 3-yarder 
to Stephens.

GATORS
From Page B1

this point going forward 
we need to be on our A 
game, because this is our 
meat of our schedule,” 
receiver Terry Godwin 
s a i d .  “ W e  h a v e n ’ t 
played our best yet.”

Making this stretch 
even more challeng-
ing: only one game is 
between the hedges.

After traveling to LSU 
(5-1, 2-1), Georgia has an 
off week before heading 
to Jacksonville for their 
Cocktail Party game 
against No. 14 Florida 
(5-1, 3-1). That’s fol-
lowed by another true 
road game at No. 18 
Kentucky (5-1, 3-1), 
before the Bulldogs 
finally return to Sanford 
Stadium to host No. 21 
Auburn (4-2, 1-2).

I f  t h e  B u l l d o g s 
get through all that 
u n s c a t h e d ,  t h e y ’ l l 
almost surely head to 
the SEC championship 
game with a perfect 12-0 
record. The final two 
games are both at home 
against lowly Massa-
chusetts and state rival 
Georgia Tech.

“ E v e r y  w e e k ,  t h e 
team gets better, they 
get more experience,” 
tight end Isaac Nauta 
said. “Obviously, we’ve 
got a tough stretch 
up ahead with a lot of 
good opponents, but 
our preparation’s not 
going to change. If any-
thing, we’re going to 
push harder because we 

know the competition’s 
going to get better. It’s 
exciting knowing you’re 
going to go into some 
of these big games and 
that’s what you want to 
be a part of being a foot-
ball player.”

Missouri was the only 
team to remotely chal-
lenge Georgia, hanging 
within striking distance 
going to the fourth quar-
ter before losing 43-29. 
In every other game, the 
final margin was at least 
24 points.

That’s made it even 
more important for the 
Bulldogs to challenge 
themselves during the 
week.

“We’ve been tested,” 
Nauta said. “We believe 
that some of the best 
competition we’re going 
to play is in practice.”

This will be Georgia’s 
first trip to Baton Rouge 
since 2008. While no 
one on the roster has 
played in Death Valley, 
they all have a sense 
of what they’ll be up 
against in Tiger Sta-
d i u m ’ s  n o t o r i o u s l y 
raucous atmosphere.

“From everything I’ve 
heard, it’s supposed 
to be an electric place 
to play in and they’ve 
really got the home-field 
advantage,” Nauta said. 
“I’m ready to see what 
it’s like.”

Smart already knows. 
He played there in 1998 
during his senior season 
at Georgia, spent the 
2004 season as an LSU 
assistant, and returned 
four more times while 
serving as Alabama’s 
defensive coordinator.

GEORGIA
From Page B1

Lance Erving, a major contributor to Leesburg’s back-to-
back state championship boys basketball team, has been 
attracting the attention of various college coaches. 
[PAUL RYAN /CORRESPONDENT]

hard season, we managed 
to win 100 games and then 
we get to this point and we 
just can’t finish off a series 
against the Red Sox. It’s 
tough,” reliever David 
Robertson said.

Asked about his long fly, 
Sanchez said through a 
translator: “I wasn’t sure 
about it. I hit it well, but I 
got under it.”

After beating Oakland 
in the AL wild-card game, 
it was a humbling playoff 
exit for a power-packed 
Yankees team that added 
reigning NL MVP Giancarlo 
Stanton last offseason and 
hit a major league-record 
267 home runs.

With the stakes at their 
highest, however, the 
Yankees never left the 
yard in two home games 
versus Boston. They were 
outscored 20-4 as the 
AL East champs took the 
best-of-five series 3-1 
and advanced to the ALCS 
against defending World 
Series champion Houston.

“I didn’t expect to come 
here and lose two in a row. 
I expected to come back 
here and win two in a row,” 
Gardner said.

Last year, it was the 
Yankees who reached the 
AL Championship Series 
before their surprising run 
ended with a Game 7 loss to 
the Astros.

This time, a 2018 season 
that began with sky-high 
expectations — now over 
in bitter disappointment.

While the Red Sox got 

strong starts from Chris 
Sale, Nathan Eovaldi and 
Rick Porcello during the 
series, Yankees starters 
were charged with 15 runs 
over 13 innings in four 
games. Masahiro Tanaka 
was the only one to get an 
out in the fourth.

“They just had a lot of 
stuff going right. We’re 
very equal teams,” Sabathia 
insisted. “The ball just 
bounced their way.”

Adding to the humili-
ation, the Red Sox got to 
revel in a second cham-
pagne celebration at Yankee 
Stadium in less than three 
weeks.

Boston also clinched its 
third consecutive division 
crown on enemy ground 
Sept. 20.

“They got momentum on 
their side and never really 
slowed down,” Robertson 
said.

So while the Red Sox 
roll on seeking their fourth 
World Series title in 15 
years, the Yankees own but 
one pennant and champi-
onship during that span 

(2009).
On deck, a long winter 

of wondering how they’ve 
fallen behind in a rivalry 
they dominated for nearly 
a century.

All that changed in 2004, 
when Mariano Rivera was 
finally unable to close out 
the pesky Red Sox and 
they rallied for an unprec-
edented comeback from a 
3-0 deficit to win the ALCS. 
Boston took Games 6 and 7 
at Yankee Stadium on the 
way to its first World Series 
championship in 86 years.

This was the first playoff 
meeting between the clubs 
since then, and the Red Sox 
once again made them-
selves right at home in the 
Bronx. After splitting two 
games at Fenway Park, they 
quieted the Yankees’ bois-
terous crowd — and their 
dangerous bats. New York 
hadn’t gone consecutive 
games at Yankee Stadium 
without a home run since 
April.

“Definitely frustrat-
ing,” Boone said. “I think 
one of their goals in this 

series was to keep us in the 
ballpark, and then coming 
here where we’re so good 
at that, they were able to 
do it. Credit to them for 
being able to hold us down 
and shut us down, but in 
the end, you don’t move on 
usually when you can’t get 
enough big hits in a series, 
and they just outplayed us 
a little bit.”

Before the last two 
games, New York was 7-0 
at home over the past two 
postseasons.

Confident players were 
excited about returning to 
the Big Apple, and Judge 
even walked past Boston’s 
clubhouse inside Fenway 
Park early Sunday morn-
ing with Frank Sinatra’s 
rendition of “New York, 
New York” blaring from a 
boom box.

“It’s a good song. And 
Aaron, he’s one of our resi-
dent deejays, so he’s got a 
pretty extensive playlist,” 
Boone said later that day at 
Yankee Stadium, a smirk 
filling his face. “We like to 
hear that song sometimes 
when we win a big game.”

That was the last time 
they did.

Boston’s 16-1 blowout 
Monday marked the most 
lopsided defeat for a home 
team in postseason his-
tory, and shortstop Didi 
Gregorius called it “an 
embarrassing day.”

Boone acknowledged 
some regret in allowing ace 
Luis Severino to start the 
fourth inning down 3-0. 
Severino was removed 
with the bases loaded and 
nobody out, but reliev-
ers Lance Lynn and Chad 
Green quickly let the game 
get out of hand.

YANKEES
From Page B1

Boston Red Sox fi rst baseman Steve Pearce stretches for 
the throw to the bag ahead of New York Yankees’ Gleyber 
Torres for the fi nal out of Game 4 of an American League 
Division Series on Tuesday in New York. The Red Sox won 
4-3. [AP PHOTO/BILL KOSTROUN]
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Feb. 11: Clash at Daytona (Brad Keselowski)
Feb. 15: Can-Am Duel at Daytona (Ryan Blaney and
Chase Elliott)
Feb. 18: Daytona 500 (Austin Dillon)
Feb. 25: Folds of Honor 500 at Atlanta (Kevin Harvick)
March 4: Kobalt 400 at Las Vegas (Kevin Harvick)
March 11: Camping World 500(k) at Phoenix (Kevin
Harvick)
March 18: Auto Club 400 at Fontana (Martin Truex Jr.)
March 26: STP 500 at Martinsville (Clint Bowyer)
April 8: O’Reilly Auto Parts 500 at Texas (Kyle Busch)
April 15: Food City 500 at Bristol (Kyle Busch)
April 21: Toyota Owners 400 at Richmond (Kyle Busch)
April 29: Geico 500 at Talladega (Joey Logano)

May 6: AAA 400 at Dover (Kevin Harvick)
May 12: Go Bowling 400 at Kansas (Kevin Harvick)
May 19: All-Star Race at Charlotte (Kevin Harvick)
May 27: Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte (Kyle Busch)
June 3: Pocono 400 (Martin Truex Jr.)
June 10: FireKeepers Casino 400 at Michigan (Clint
Bowyer)
June 24: Toyota/Save Mart 350 at Sonoma (Martin
Truex Jr.)
July 1: Chicago 400 at Chicagoland (Kyle Busch)
July 7: Coke Zero 400 at Daytona (Erik Jones)
July 14: Quaker State 400 at Kentucky (Martin Truex Jr.)
July 22: New Hampshire 301 (Kevin Harvick)
July 29: Pennsylvania 400 at Pocono (Kyle Busch)
Aug. 5: 355 at the Glen, at Watkins Glen (Chase Elliott)
Aug. 12: Pure Michigan 400 (Kevin Harvick)

Aug. 18: Night Race at Bristol (Kurt Busch)
Sept. 2: Southern 500 at Darlington (Brad Keselowski)
Sept. 10: Brickyard 400 at Indianapolis (Brad
Keselowski)
Sept. 16: Las Vegas 400 (Brad Keselowski)
Sept. 22: Federated Auto Parts 400 at Richmond (Kyle
Busch)
Sept. 30: Bank of America 500(k) at Charlotte road
course (Ryan Blaney)
Oct. 7: Delaware 400 at Dover (Chase Elliott)
Oct. 14: Alabama 500 at Talladega
Oct. 21: Hollywood Casino 400 at Kansas
Oct. 28: First Data 500 at Martinsville
Nov. 4: Texas 500
Nov. 11: Can-Am 500(k) at Phoenix
Nov. 18: Ford EcoBoost 400 at Homestead

NASCARTHISWEEK

2018 SCHEDULE AND WINNERS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

KEN WILLIS ’ TOP 10 NASCAR DRIVER RANKINGS

KEVIN
HARVICK
Shares

hometown
(Bakersfield)

with Rick Mears

KYLE BUSCH
Prepared
to leave
Talladega
irritated

CHASE
ELLIOTT

Can his roll
survive the
Big One?

MARTIN
TRUEX JR.
Has never
won a plate

race

RYAN
BLANEY
Can play it
safe, if that’s
possible

KURT BUSCH
Will definitely
be in the
front-pack

mix

ARIC
ALMIROLA
Due for a
break

BRAD
KESELOWSKI
Miss the

Big One and
he’ll win

JOEY
LOGANO
Won

Talladega
in April

The Daytona Beach News-Journal’s Godwin
Kelly & Ken Willis have covered NASCAR for
nearly 60 years combined. godwin.kelly@
news-jrnl.com ken.willis@news-jrnl.com

ERIK JONES
Got back
in gear at
Dover

FEUD OF THE WEEK

SPEED FREAKS

A few questions we had to ask
ourselves

GODWIN’S PICKS
FOR TALLADEGA

MOTOR MOUTHS
PODCAST

Every race is a plate race for our
two big eaters. Belly-up to the pod!

Tune in online at
www.news-journalonline.com/
daytonamotormouths

CUP STANDINGS

WHAT’S ON TAP

QUESTIONS & ATTITUDE

Compelling questions ... andmaybe a
few actual answers

THREE THINGS TOWATCH

DOVER
THREE THINGSWE LEARNED

TALLADEGA
What’s your percentage on
Chase Elliott’s chance to win the
championship?
GODSPEAK: Young Chase improved
his standing by winning Dover and
advancing. He moved up to a 50
percent chance.
KEN’S CALL: He’s running well at
the right time, which kinda tells me
he’ll make the Final Four, at which
point, by my math, he has a 1-in-4
shot. Where’s my calculator? Got
it: 25 percent.

Who’ll be happy to see the Tal-
ladega City Limits sign?
GODSPEAK: Let’s go with Jamie
McMurray, who has no ride in 2019.
He is sneaky, restrictor-plate good,
and a Talladega win would let him
exit NASCAR with a big win.
KEN’S CALL: No doubt, Alex
Bowman. If you only have one shot
to advance in the playoffs, and
that one shot hinges on victory,
you take your chances on a plate
race.

CLINT BOWYER VS. RYAN
NEWMAN: Bowyer said his No. 14
Ford was jolted by Newman’s No.
31 Chevy, which eventually led to
him crashing out of the race.
GODWIN KELLY’S TAKE: Bowyer
is a playoff driver, and Newman
is making laps until 2019, when
he joins Roush Fenway Racing.
Bowyer was not happy. “I got
tore up passing a lapper,” Bowyer
groused.

WINNER: Brad Keselowski
REST OF TOP 5: Joey Logano,
Chase Elliott, Denny Hamlin, Aric
Almirola
FIRST ONE OUT: Ryan Blaney
DARK HORSE: Ricky Stenhouse Jr.
DON’T BE SURPRISED IF: Kesel-
owski or Logano wins this race.
They have six victories in their
past eight starts at Talladega.

Why didn’t Denny force the issue?

Let’s start with the obvious. Denny
Hamlin and Chase Elliott have a his-
tory, and in terms of public reaction,
Denny’s reputation took a hit. So
when Denny had a shot to stick his
nose in there in Turn 1 at Dover, on
the final restart, he appeared to back
off and let Chase run it out. That’s
understandable in one respect, but
then again, man, that would’ve been
spectacular entertainment if he’d
gone ugly on him.

Where is Christopher Bell next
year?

Probably back in Xfinity, though
he has nothing to prove there. It’s
never been just about ability in auto
racing’s pecking order. Often, manu-
facturers and sponsors have the final
say about who gets promoted. In
better economic times for NASCAR,
Bell would almost be able to call
his shot, depending on contractual
issues. Now, not so much. But is he
ready? You better believe it.

—KenWillis, ken.
willis@news-jrnl.com

1. Kevin Harvick 3101
2. Kyle Busch 3096
3. Martin Truex Jr. 3069
4. Joey Logano 3064
5. Chase Elliott 3056
6. Kurt Busch 3054
6. Brad Keselowski 3054
8. Ryan Blaney 3043
9. Aric Almirola 3033
9. Clint Bowyer 3033
11. Kyle Larson 3031
12. Alex Bowman 3009
13. Austin Dillon 2101
14. Jimmie Johnson 2098
15. Denny Hamlin 2094
16. Erik Jones 2079
17. Ryan Newman 629
18. Daniel Suarez 593
19. Paul Menard 591
20. Ricky Stenhouse Jr. 581

CUP SERIES: 1000Bulbs.com
SITE: Talladega Superspeedway
(2.66-mile, tri-oval)
SCHEDULE: Saturday, practice (NBC
Sports Network, 11 a.m.), qualifying
(NBC Sports Network, 4:30 p.m.).
Sunday, race (NBC, coverage begins
at 1 p.m.; green flag, 2:15 p.m.)

CAMPING WORLD TRUCKS:
Fr8Auctions 250
SITE: Talladega Superspeedway
TV SCHEDULE: Friday, practice (Fox
Sports 2, 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.),
qualifying (Fox Sports 2, 5:30 p.m.),
Saturday race (Fox, 1 p.m.)

1. Pat on back

Chase Elliott got a pat on the back
from his car owner Rick Hendrick
after winning Dover. “You know he
is smart, he is like his dad,” he said.
“He is really smart, he knows when
to race and he has got unbelievable
car control. I’m just very fortunate to
have him in our camp.”

2. Laps don’t count

Kevin Harvick led at Dover five times
for 286 (of 404) laps but finished
sixth. Elliott led once, led 11 con-
secutive laps and won the race in
overtime. Harvick will take the Cup
Series points lead to Talladega. “I
don’t really care about points,” he
said. “I’d rather win.”

3. Teammate caution

Aric Almirola looked like he was on
his way to victory, but with eight

laps to go in regulation, his team-
mate Clint Bowyer crashed, which
brought out a decisive yellow flag.
“We’ve had so many opportunities,”
said Almirola, who finished 13th. “I’m
frustrated and mad and angry.”

—Godwin Kelly, godwin.
kelly@news-jrnl.com

Chase Elliott scored his second Cup
Series win of the season at Dover,
then scored a compliment from his
car owner. [AP/NICK WASS]

1. In the hole

Alex Bowman has dug himself a
deep playoff hole thanks to a 28th-
place finish at Dover. He is 92 points
behind points leader Kevin Harvick
and 34 points below the cut line for
advancing. Car owner Rick Hendrick
has two drivers in the playoffs, but
only one going into the Round of 8.
“We hope Alex can get the win down
there,” said Hendrick, while celebrat-
ing with his Dover winner Chase
Elliott.

2.Welcome,wild-card

While Charlotte Motor Speedway’s
Roval race has become a wild-card
race of sorts for playoff contend-
ers, Talladega Superspeedway will
always be a driver’s worst night-
mare. Eight of the 12 survivors would
like to win this race and join Chase
Elliott with a pass to the Round of 8.
This big, 2.66-mile tri-oval, which is
a lane wider than Daytona, always
produces major white-knuckle
moments.

3. Entertainment value

Talladega Superspeedway must
have enormous entertainment value
because NASCAR’s two television
partners are airing races on their

broadcast networks. Fox will show
the Camping World Truck Series
race on its primary network Satur-
day, while NBC is doing the same on
Sunday with the Cup Series event.
This will be only the second (and
last) Truck Series event to make the
big stage at Fox. Enjoy.

—Godwin Kelly, godwin.
kelly@news-jrnl.com

All eyes will be on Talladega
Superspeedway Sunday to see how
the 500-mile race scrambles the
NASCAR playoff field. This is what
happened to Daytona 500 champion
Austin Dillon when he raced at
Talladega in April. [AP/RUSSELL NORRIS]
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Florida Air & Heat Inc.
 Your Comfort Company

100% Financing Available - Licensed - Insured - Bonded
Serving Our Area Since 1986     State License # CAC1814030

CALL 352-326-3202
For ALL Your Heating & 

Cooling Needs

 A/C 
Services

John Philibert, Inc
We do Everything from Ceilings to 

Floors. Pantries, Cabinets and more.

Your pesky leaks gone and houses we’ll paint. 
From inside and out, we’ll make it great. 

Lic/Ins. Accepting Visa & MC. 

JPHandy.com (352) 308-0694

D
24
52
SD

Garage Door
Services

• Pressure Washing • Painting
• Flooring • Carpet • Clean Outs
• Clean Ups • Hauling • Licensed
352-787-7056

Handyman
Services

John Philibert, Inc
For All Your Flooring Needs

Pergo, Ceramic Tile,
Travertine, Vinyl & More

Call John @ (352) 308-0694

Flooring
Services

CCC 1330633

D
24
53
SD

BILL ROGERS 
IRRIGATION SERVICE

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LIC NO. 22190/INS/BONDED

OWNER OPERATOR
352-446-1059

Irrigation
Services

Home  
Improvement

iMan 4-U

“One Call Does It All”
Residential & Commercial

JOSEPH MAGRUM
352-636-2599

TAX ID, INSURED 
rufus_62@yahoo.com

We Also Offer

(352) 308-0694

John Philibert, Inc
For All Your Interior/Exterior 

Painting Needs.

FREE ESTIMATES!
30 Years of Quality 

Experience

www.BestPaintRem.com
352-210-3964

Lic/Ins

15% OFF
Senior Discount

Painting
Services

 Pressure
 Cleaning 

352-396-9447
100% Satisfaction

Guaranteed

COUPON REQUIRED

$15 OFF

QUALITY WORK AT A FAIR PRICE
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Comfort Seal
Roof Systems, Inc.TM

352-242-5055

MEET THE CONTRACTOR - NOT A “SALESMAN”! 
BETTER THAN ANY METAL OR SHINGLE ROOF! 

NOT ONE ROOF LOST TO ANY STORM! 
NO PAY UNTIL JOB IS DONE! 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR FELLOW VETERANS!

St. Lic. # CCC1325522

Our 32nd Year - Over 12,000 Roofs
For Mobile/Manufactured Homes

BEST ROOF - BEST PRICES - GUARANTEED!

LIC#CCC042879

#CCC1330633 D
24
72
SD

 Roofing
 Services

Re-roofs/Repairs
Shingles/Metal/Flat

Lic. #CCC1329936

Covenant Roofing and Construction, Inc.

#1 IN ROOFING
FREE ROOF ESTIMATES

352-314-3625

D
24
44
SD

J.C.C. Bobcat & Tree Svc. Inc.
Land Clearing/Excavating

Fill Dirt/Clay
Hauling/Debris Removal

Stump Grinding
Demolition/Grading/ Driveways

Owner Operator

352-455-7608 D
24
34
SD

Land Clearing
Services

Landscaping
Services

Landscaping & 
Tree Service, LLCAB

 Lawn Care  Palm & Tree Trimming
 Installation / Removal 
 Mulching  Rocks  Sod  Pavers

ABLandscaping04@gmail.com
ABLandscaping04.com
Licensed & Insured

Armando Santamaria, Owner 

352-587-1323

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL
• Assorted Rock & Stone
• Paver Installation/Repair

• Palm and Tree Installation
• Decorative Walls
• Retaining Walls
• Curbing and Mulching
• Sodding and Irrigation
• Seasoned Firewood
• Full Landscaping Needs

FULL GARDEN CENTER
Free Estimates, Senior Discounts
2402 South St., Leesburg

352-516-6936
TED BYRNE Owner Lic/InsD

24
20
SD

A-1 UNITED SERVICES

352-460-3763
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

“One Call Does It All”

LICENSED INSURED

INT. / EXT. PAINTING

HOME REMODELS
ALL PHASES OF PRESSURE CLEANING

AND MUCH MORE!

A-1 UNITED SERVICES

352-460-3763
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES

“One Call Does It All”

LICENSED INSURED

Tree 
Services

BAD TREE CALL ME!

27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!
FREE ESTIMATES

TONY THE TREE TRIMMER

2402 South St., Leesburg

352-516-6936
Senior

Discounts

Tree Removal, Trimming, Canopy Reduction,
Crane Service, Stump Grinding,
Seasoned Firewood - COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER

D2460SD

D
20
88
SD

D
24
71
SD

J.C.C. Bobcat & Tree Svc. Inc.
Residential/Commercial

Trimming/Removal
Palms/Hedges/Stump Grinding
Debris removal/Hauling

Fill Dirt/Clay/Grading/Driveways
Lic/Ins • Insurance Work • 24 Hrs.

352-455-7608 D2
46
3S

D

 Upholstery
Services

D
24
70
SD

 Window 
Services

GEORGE WATKINS 

352-587-2735
Window Replacement

Lanai Enclosures
Acrylic Windows

CRC# 1330701

BLIND REPAIRS

No Cost...If We Can’t Fix It!

352-217-7556
exceptionsblinds.com

To have your 
Professional 

Service listed 
here, please 
contact the 
Classified 

Department 
at 

(352) 
314-3278.

352-396-6238
DAMIAN BROOKS

Damianbrooks80@yahoo.com

You've Tried The Rest...Now Go With The Best! 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
PERFECT CLEANING

Cleaning 
Services

CONCRETE

352.602.8077

Concrete For Less
8x10 Slab $800

10x48 Slab $2600No UPFRONT 
Costs!

Blocking/ Ref./Lic./Ins.
Lic #113336

Phillip 352-504-8372

Includes Concrete & Labor

D
24
24
SD

All Concrete Services
Crack Repair • Free Estimates

Serving Lake County 30 Years
Bonded, Insured, Lic#11066

Call Bob at 352.223.7935

Concrete
Services

CCC 1330633

D
24
53
SD

Construction
Services

Door & Lock
Services

D
24
51
SD

BRIAN DEGAGLIA 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Includes: Forming, Pouring, Stripping, Cutting, & Materials. 
Does Not include stripping of sod or roots, removing of 

concrete, pumping or hauling of debris.

352-267-5723

CRC 1326327

Only Mobile/ 
Manufactured Home
ROOFING
www.AllFloridaRoofs.com

All Florida
Weatherproofing

& Construction, Inc.

FREE VIDEO ROOF INSPECTIONS

1-877.572.1019

GREEN ACRES 
MOWING

We mow or 

bushhog acreage 

of any amount in 

all of Central & 

South Lake County 

REASONABLE PRICES!

352-360-5445

Advance coatings.inc
Repaint specialist

~interior-exterior
~cabinet resurfacing
~pool decks/stains
~driveways

Mark Mccormick
phone 352 255 0145

licensed & insured

RE-TILE
Specializing in Total Bath & Kitchen Remodeling

Serving Central Florida for over 30 years

352-391-5553

Bath & Kitchen
Services

 Tile
Service

RE-TILE
Specializing in Total Bath & Kitchen Remodeling

Serving Central Florida for over 30 years

352-391-5553

Construction
Services

Screens Ripped?
Call 352-504-0479

SCREEN GENIE
One panel or complete screen  
enclosure. Lanais, Entryways, 

o job too small.
We now do Vinyl Windows!

I hope they 
call Screen 

Genie

Enclosure
Screening

Goodwin’s
Sprinkler Repairs
That’s all we do! 

State Certified (SCC131152004) 
30 years exp - valves, timers, heads, 

broken pipes, leaks & tuneups  
( 3 5 2 )  7 8 7 - 9 0 0 1

Landscaping
Services

 Roofing
 Services

Tree 
Services



2255 GENERAL
EMPLOYMENT

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
Federal and State laws prohibit 
advert ising expressing a  
discriminatory preference on 
the basis of race, age, sex, 
color, national origin, religion, 
handicap or marital status. 
The Daily Commercial will not 
knowingly accept advertisement 
for employment which is in  
violation of the law.

Employment Advertising
Standards of Acceptance

Employment Classifications 
are intended to announce bona 
fide employment offers only. 
Employment advertising must 
disclose the specific nature of 
the work being offered. Some 
employment categories may 
charge fees. If any advertiser 
does not comply with these 
standards, please notify a  
Classified Sales Representative 
at 365-8245 or 365-8200.
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This newspaper will never 
knowingly accept advertise-
ment that is illegal or consid-
ered fraudulent. If you have 
questions or doubts about 
any ads on these pages, we 
advise that before responding 
or sending money ahead of 
time, you check with the local 
Attorney General’s Consumer 
Fraud Line and/or the Better 
Business Bureau. Also be 
advised that some phone 
numbers published in these ads 
may require an extra charge. In 
all cases of questionable value, 
such as promises or guaran-
teed income from work-at-
home programs, money to loan, 
etc., if it sounds too good to be 
true — it may in fact be exactly 
that. This newspaper cannot 
be held responsible for any 
negative consequences that 
occur as a result of you doing 
business with these advertisers. 
Thank you.

NOTICES
1000-1999

READER
NOTICE1001



6865 PETS

The Florida Statute 828.29 

states that no dog, puppy, 

cat or kitten may be offered 

for sale without a health 

certifi cate, nor can any puppy 

or kitten be sold under the 

age of 8 weeks, nor can you 

advertise puppies or kittens 

with a deposit to hold.
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Find your

Furry Friend’s 
pet supplies in 
CLASSIFIEDS

Looking for a Handyman?
Check out the

Service Directory
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Advertise 
your business

352-365-8210

Run with 
the pack!

TODAY!

in the 

Service 
Directory
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CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS
1 Church 

areas 
6 Urges on

11 Dear, in 
Dijon

12 Kick out
13 Bashful
14 Quite 

small
15 Old 

deliverer
17 Silly 

goose
19 Flying 

mammal
20 Eat late
23 Finn’s

friend
25 — facto
26 London’s 

press
28 Roasting 

spot
29 Like most 

jigsaw 
puzzles

30 Nonsense
31 Mouse 

alert
32 Bond, for 

one
33 High point
35 Thin

cookie
38 One way 

to play
41 Politico 

Stevenson
42 Fight site
43 Holmes’s 

creator
44 Run-down

DOWN
1 Drama 

division
2 Letter 

after 
upsilon

3 Like 
some 
chocolate

4 Rocker 
Clapton

5 Extra 
action

6 Suggest
7 Plow 

pullers
8 Gorilla 

or
gibbon

9 Lion’s 
home

10 Shrewd 
16 James 

of “West- 
world”

Yesterday’s answer

17 Concern 31 Spine-
ing tingling

18 Spirited 33 Enthusi
attack asm

20 Freelanc 34 Banks on
er’s guide TV

21 Deplete 35 Mass of
22 A bit daft gum

24 Longing 36 Brouhaha
25 Hot 37 Take wing

blood 39 Crumb
27 Place to bearer

order a 40 Bright
mai tai beam

1 2 3 4
6

1

6
7 8 9 10

11
H

13
14

15 16

17 18 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27

28 29

30 31 32

33 34

35 36 37

1

38 39 40

41 42

43 44
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Rock out in Tavares 
or enjoy barbecue 
in Clermont

By Linda Florea  
Correspodent

Carpe diem this weekend 
with events featuring food, 
music, art and nature.

Lakeridge Winery’s BBQ 
and Blues brings barbecue 
competition to the roll-
ing hills of Clermont along 
with some Bluesy music 
Friday through Sunday.

Mount Dora is the 
place for art with Brush-
ing up on Impressionism 
lunch and lecture today, 
the first Art in the Alley 
event featuring artists 
and musicians on Royel-
lou Lane and the Bra-Vo 
2018 Gala both on Friday.

Rocktobefest in Tava-
res turns up the volume 
on Saturday followed 
by the more laid-back 
Guitars and Cars on Sun-
day in Mount Dora.

Get into nature Saturday 
at the Festival of Flight 
and Flowers in Eustis or 
take a walk in the woods 
to admire wildflowers 
and butterflies in Bush-
nell. Test your stamina 
in Umatilla Saturday at 
the 4th Annual Umatilla 
Kiwanis 5K for the Kids.

Here are your week-
end highlights.

BBQ and Blues 

Barbecue gurus compete 
for the title of Rib Cham-
pion Friday through Sun-
day at Lakeridge Winery 

in Clermont. Carolina Rib 
King will be back to defend 
his championship. In addi-
tion to champion-level 
barbecue, there is music 
on the outdoor stage and 
in the Wine and Cheese 
Bar, along with art and 
craft vendors and wine 
tastings. The times are 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Sunday. Admission 
is $10 with children 12 
and younger free. A por-
tion of the proceeds go to 
support the South Lake 
Chamber of Commerce.

Details: lak-
eridgewinery.com. 

Rocktoberfest

Turn it up at Wooton 
Park from 4 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday for the free 
Rocktoberfest featuring 
Petty Cash, a Tom Petty 
and Johnny Cash cover 
band, along with Hyper-
sona. There is also a car 

show and beer garden. 
After the park closes, 
enjoy more live music 
at Bru Tap House and 
Ruby Street Grille from 
10 pm. to midnight.

Art in the Alley

The first Art in the Alley 
is from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday 
at the Mount Dora History 
Museum, 450 E. Royellou 
Lane. Artists and musicians 
will showcase their origi-
nal art, handmade goods 
and acoustic sounds on 
Royellou Lane, which will 
be closed to traffic. Down-
town galleries will be free 
and open until 8 p.m. Start 
your stroll at the Mount 
Dora Center for the Arts 
Gallery to pick up your Art 
in the Alley map. As you 
stroll down Royellou Lane, 
have your map punched at 
each gallery stop along the 
way. Once you have visited 
all of the galleries, bring 
your completed punched 

map to the Gatehouse Gal-
lery at the Lakeside Inn to 
receive a special prize. Art 
in the Alley will be the sec-
ond Friday of every month. 

Bra-Vo 2018 Gala

In conjunction with Art 
in the Alley, Artisans on 
Fifth, 134 E. Fifth Ave. is 
hosting the Bra-Vo exhibit 
through Oct. 28 to raise 
money for the Florida 
Hospital Waterman Foun-
dation for men and women 
in Lake County who are 
fighting breast cancer. 
Vote for your favorite 
work and bid at the silent 
auction through Oct. 28. 
There are light appetizers 
and cocktails with Bar-
tending for Boobs. Free. 
Details: bra-vo.org. 

Festival of Flight 
and Flowers

The Festival of Flight 
and Flowers is from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at 
at Fountain Green Park, 
101-199 E Magnolia Ave. 
in Eustis. Nature profes-
sionals will share stories, 
experiences and demon-
strations, including native 
plants, outdoor recreation, 
wildflowers, bird and 
butterfly watching, kid-
friendly activities, artists, 
photographers, crafters 
displaying and offering 
their works for sale, food 
and entertainment. There 
is also a butterfly house 
by the Master Gardeners.

On tap this weekend

By Linda Florea 
Correspondent

It’s all on stage this 
weekend – theater, 
comedy and music.

The Bay Street Play-
ers Young People’s The-
atre presents the musical 
“School House Rock, Jr.” 
Thursday through Sunday.

Need a good laugh? Try 
Comedy Night with James 
Yon Friday at the Clermont 
Performing Arts Center.

The Orange Blossom 
Opry has two shows this 
weekend with the Ultimate 
Tom Petty Experience on 
Friday and George Trul-
linger and his many imper-
sonations on Saturday.

The Mickey Finn Show 
features a variety of music in 
three shows this weekend at 
Lake-Sumter State College.

Here's what's On 
Stage this weekend 

‘School House Rock, Jr.’

The Bay Street Players 
Young People’s Theatre 
presents “School House 
Rock, Jr.” Thursday through 
Sunday. In the musical, 
Tom, a young school teacher 
who is nervous about his 
first day relaxes by watching 
television when various fac-
ets of his personality emerge 
to show him how to win over 
his students. Tickets: $12 
adults, $6 children. Details: 
baystreetplayers.org. 

Comedy Night 
with James Yon

The Clermont Perform-
ing Arts Center’s Black Box 
Theater presents comedian 
James Yon with feature act 
Chris Zee and emcee Hope 
Nichols at 8 p.m. Friday. 
Yon is a Florida native and 
can be seen Sundays at 
11 p.m. hosting his show 
“Viral Breakdown” on the 
Afrotainment Channel on 
Dish Network. He was a 
finalist for NBC’s Stand Up 
For Diversity and appeared 
on the FOX Comedy Club. 
In addition, he was the 
2011 and 2012 winner of the 
Orlando Improv’s “Clash 
of the Comics.” Tickets: 
$15. Details: clermont-
performingarts.com. 

Orange Blossom Opry

The Ultimate Tom 
Petty Experience featur-
ing the Southern Accents 
tribute band takes the 
stage 7:30 p.m Friday. 
Tickets are $27 to $33.

George Trullinger chan-
nels Ed Sullivan for some 
high energy, comedic fun 
and music at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday. Impersonations 
include Buddy Holly, 
Hank Sr., Mick Jagger, The 
Blues Brothers and special 
guests. Tickets: $25 to $31.

Details: obopry.com. 

Mickey Finn

The Mickey Finn Show 
brings the musical fun to 
Lake-Sumter State College 
in Leesburg for two shows 
Saturday and one show Sun-
day. The band features vir-
tuoso music from Dixieland 
to Broadway featuring piano 
funster Finn and the Banjo 
Hall of Fame inductee Cathy 
Reilly. The Mickey Finn 
Show had their own NBC TV 
series, performed for two 
U.S. presidents, were named 
USO Entertainers of the 
Year, performed with Disney 
Symphonies, showcased in 
155 cruises to 54 countries 
and spent 25 award win-
ning years in main Las Vegas 
showrooms. Tickets: $29. 
Reservations: 352-365-3506. 

O N  S TAG E

Comedy 
and music 
on stage this 
weekend

By Ed Symkus 
More Content Now        

There are a few things 
you should know before 
seeing this newest film 
from Damien Chazelle 
(“Whiplash,” “La La 
Land”). It’s not an action-
filled outer space movie. 
It’s not, at its center, even 
about the first Apollo 
moon landing. It’s not 
really even about NASA.

All of that is in there, 
much of it in great detail. 
But based on James Han-
sen’s massive 2005 book 
“First Man: The Life of 

Neil Armstrong,” with 
a script by Josh Singer 
(“Spotlight,” “The Post”), 
it’s much more focused on 
what led Neil Armstrong 
to become commander of 
Apollo 11 and go on that 

‘First Man’ goes on a cerebral, 
emotional voyage to the moon

Neil Armstrong (Ryan Gosling) narrowly escapes a training hazard. 
[UNIVERSAL PICTURES]

“First Man”

Written by Josh Singer; 
directed by Damien Chazelle
With Ryan Gosling, Claire Foy, 
Kyle Chandler, Jason Clarke, 
Corey Stoll
Rated PG-13

ROCKTOBERFEST: From 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Wooton Park, 100 E. Ruby Street in Tavares. Free. Even will feature live rock music by 
Hypersona and Petty Cash, craft beer, food vendors, muscle cars. [SUBMITTED]

Barbecue gurus compete for the title of Rib Champion Friday 
through Sunday at Lakeridge Winery in Clermont. [SUBMITTED]

L O C A L  E N T E R TA I N M E N T  S C E N E

See ON TAP,  C6

See FIRST,  C6See STAGE,  C6



C2 Thursday, October 11, 2018 | DailyCommercial.com

ByKristinM.Hall
The Associated Press

TheWillisClan, amusi-
cal family that starred
in their ownrealityTV
showandcompetedon
“America’sGotTalent,”
arenowready to sing
again and tell their stories
throughanewalbumcalled
“SpeakMyMind”ayear
after their fatherwas sent
toprison for child abuse.
TheTennessee-based

familywas introduced to
theworld through theNBC
talent show in2014as 12
singing anddancing siblings
with ages ranging from3 to
22. In 2015, theygot their
ownreality showonTLC
called“TheWillis Fam-
ily,”portraying thehome-
schooled, religious family
withvaried artistic talents.
But that all came to anend

in 2016when their father
TobyWilliswas investigated
by theTennesseeBureau
of Investigation for years
of abuse against underage
familymembers.Hepleaded
guilty to four counts of child
rape last year andwas sen-
tenced to40years inprison.
Sixmembersof the fam-

ily, ages ranging from16
to25, collaboratedon the
newrecord releasedSept.
28, inwhich theyaddress
thepain andabuse and

their fear of speaking the
truth about their ordeal.
“Wewere justwriting

themfor therapeutic rea-
sons,” said JeremiahWillis,
25. “Andafter enoughof
those songshavebeenwrit-
tenbyvariousmembersof
thebandwe realized, ‘This
is good forus. Iwonder if it
canhelpotherpeople.’”
But even for a family that

spent somuchof their lives
together andperform-
ingon stages,writing the

songswas adifficult pro-
cess. JacksonWillis, 20,
said someof the songswere
written through tears.
“Thecontent of the songs

that areon this album, it’s
not aneasy subject,”he
said. “It’s not aneasy life
experience thatweall had.”
The title track, “Speak

MyMind,”waswritten
by the eldest daughter of
the family, JessicaWillis,
longbefore their father’s
arrest.Although she is no

longer in theband,her
siblings sawthe song in a
new light as theyworked
on thenewmusic.
“The song really is that

just internal struggle of if I
speakmymind, one, can I
do it?Do Ihave the strength
to?And if I dowhatwill the
outcomebe?” said Jen-
niferMcDowell, 23. “And
I just resonated sowell
with it and I knewthat it
really just couldwork so
wellwith theproject.”

After a lifetimeofbeing
under the control of their
father,McDowell said
theyare each rediscover-
ing their individual voices.
“There’s definitelydays

where I personally I feel like,
yeah I totally have the cour-
age to speakmymindand
to tellmystory,”McDowell
said. “And there aredays
that are just really hard
and it’s hard to talk about
it at all.And I realized that
it’s going tobe aprocess
for the rest ofmy life.”
For Jeremiah, theoldest of

theboys in the family, he’s
struggled tounderstandhis
father’s impact onhis life.
He saidheno longerhas a
relationshipwithhis father.
“The song, ‘HowMuch

OfMe IsYou,’ is a question I
will be askingmyself for the
rest ofmy life,”he said. “I
was raised a certainwayand
Iquestion everyday, is that
right?Was that right?How
muchof that do I keep?How
muchdo I leavebehind?”
With theMeToomove-

mentdominatingheadlines,
theWillis family knows that
theirmessageof resiliency,
hopeandencouragement is
really timely and important.
“This album is being

released at a timewhen
people are beingmore
open and telling their sto-
ries,”McDowell said.

In this Sept. 19 photo, members of the Willis Clan, from left, Jeanette Piatt, Jedidiah Willis, Jennifer
McDowell, Jasmine Willis, Jeremiah Willis and Jackson Willis pose in Nashville, Tenn. to promote their
new album “Speak My Mind.” [MARK HUMPHREY/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Willis Clan looks to rebuild their careers

TOP SONGS
1. Girls Like You (feat. Cardi B), Maroon 5
2. In My Feelings, Drake
3. Natural, Imagine Dragons
4. The Ringer, Eminem
5. Lucky You (feat. Joyner Lucas), Eminem
6. I Like It, Cardi B, Bad Bunny & J Balvin
7. Youngblood, 5 Seconds of Summer
8. Better Now, Post Malone
9. Fall, Eminem
10. FEFE (feat. Nicki Minaj & Murd.), 6ix9ine

TOP ALBUMS
1. Kamikaze, Eminem
2. 8 Letters, Why Don’t We
3. Bloom, Troye Sivan
4. The Greatest Showman (Original...,), Various Artists
5. My New Moon, Amos Lee
6. Living with a Fire (Live), Jesus Culture
7. Is This Thing Cursed?, Alkaline Trio
8. Nina Cried Power - EP, Hozier
9. Sweetener, Ariana Grande
10. 30 Greatest Hits, Aretha Franklin

iTUNES TOP 10 For the week ending Sept. 16

FICTION
1. “Dog Man: Lord of the Fleas” by Dav Pilkey (Graphix)
2. “Lethal White” by Robert Galbraith (Mulholland Books)
3. “Juror ?3” by James Patterson and Nancy Allen (Little,
Brown)
4. “Time’s Convert” by Deborah Harkness (Viking)
5. “Goodnight Goon” by Michael Rex (G.P. Putnman’s Sons
Books for Young Readers)

NONFICTION
1. “Fear” by Bob Woodward (Simon & Schuster)
2. “Whiskey in a Teacup” by Reese Witherspoon (Touchstone
Books)
3. “Cravings: Hungry for More” by Chrissy Teigen (Clarkson
Potter)
4. “Girl, Wash Your Face” by Rachel Hollis (Thomas Nelson)
5. “In Pieces” by Sally Field (Grand Central Publishing)

FICTION E-BOOKS
1. “Lethal White” by Robert Galbraith (Mulholland Books)
2. “What I’ve Done” by Melinda Leigh (Montlake Romance)
3. “Time’s Convert” by Deborah Harkness (Viking)
4. “Origin” by Dan Brown (Knopf Doubleday)
5. “Hardcore Twenty-Four” by Janet Evanovich (Penguin)

NONFICTION E-BOOKS
1. “Fear” by Bob Woodward (Simon & Schuster)
2. “In Pieces” by Sally Field (Grand Central Publishing)
3. “Girl, Wash Your Face” by Rachel Hollis (Thomas Nelson)
4. “Code Girls” by Liza Mundy (Hachette Books)
5. “Educated” by Tara Westover (Random House)

BEST-SELLING BOOKS

The Wall Street Journal’s list reflects nationwide sales
of hardcover books for the week ending Sept. 23

ByKristinM.Hall
The Associated Press

LorettaLynn,now86,hasn’t
beentouringsinceshesuffereda
stroke in2017,but theKentucky
singer-songwriter’screative
output remainsstrongonhernew
album,“Wouldn’t ItBeGreat.”
Foryears,Lynnhasbeen

recordingherextensivecatalogof
songswithproducinghelp from
JohnCarterCashandherdaugh-
ter,PatsyLynnRussell, ensuring
thather legacyasoneofAmerica’s
greatest songwritersandsingers
will continue for thenextgen-
erationevenasshe’shadtoslow
downherpublicappearances.
Recordedbeforeherstroke, the
albumwasdelayedayearasshe
focusedonherphysicalhealth.
ThecollectionofLynn-penned

songsstays true to thecountry
music icon’s favoredsubjectmat-
ters, fromlove,heartaches,drunk
husbandsandangrywomen,

butalso familyandspirituality.
Halfnewsongsandhalfprevi-

ously recorded,herhighAppa-
lachianvocalsareunmistakably
clearandrefreshingwithsimple
bluegrassandacoustic instru-
mentationthathighlights the
lyricandstorytellingbehind
hernearly60-yearcareer.For
awomanwhohasoutlivedher
husband,aswell as someofher
children,her lonelinessandpain is
heartbreakingonasong like“I’m
Dying forSomeonetoLiveFor.”
“Ruby’sStool”sounds likea

companiontoherclassic“Fist
City,”asLynn’s feistysidecomes
out inabarroomdisputewith
anotherwoman.“Wouldn’t It
BeGreat” isasorrowfulplea to
her latehusbandDoolittle to
giveupdrinking for thesakeof
their relationship and contains
little gems of simple and per-
sonal writing, such as “love
went to waste whenmy sexy
lace couldn’t turn your face.”

Lynn’s vocals, feisty spirit still strong

‘Wouldn’t
It Be Great’

Loretta Lynn (Sony
Legacy)

MUSIC&BOOKS

MUSIC REVIEW

BOOK REVIEW

ByMichaelHill
TheAssociatedPress

Eric Idlehasbeenfunnyforavery
longtime.
Hegainedfamealmost50years

agoplayingpompousTVhosts
and leering idiotsasamemberof
theMontyPythoncomedytroupe.
While theoriginalBBCTVshowran
foronly fourseasons, it spawned
abunchof liveshowsandseveral
movies, including“LifeofBrian,”
whichendedwith Idleonacrucifix
singing“AlwaysLookontheBright
SideofLife.”
Therearea fewlaughs in this

book,billedasa“sortabiography,”
but itmostly reads likeacasual
memoirof someonewhostill can’t
quitebelievehisgoodfortune.
Idle isoneof those funnypeople

whohadamiserablechildhood.His
fathersurvivedWorldWar II in the
RoyalAirForceonly todie ina traf-
ficaccidentashewascominghome
forChristmas in1945.Theboywas

eventuallypackedoffbyhisover-
whelmedmother toanorphanage.
Hemade it intoCambridge

Universityand—moresignificantly
—into itsperformingFootlights
club,whichwasaspringboardto
BritishstageandTVshows.
In1969, theBBCroundedup

someotherbrightyoungperform-
ers forasketchshowsoundefined
itdidn’tevenhaveaname. Idle,
JohnCleese,MichaelPalin,Graham
Chapman,Terry JonesandTerry
Gilliamtoyedwithnames like
“ToadElevatingMoment”and
“WhitherCanada?”beforeset-
tlingon“MontyPython’sFlying
Circus.”
Readers looking for firsthand

insights into the innerworkingsof
that landmarkshowwillbedisap-
pointed.Theymightevenwonder
if someof thebook’spagesstuck
together, since Idlebarely touches
onhowthegroupofoutsized
personalitiesmanagedtocreateso
much lastingcomedy.

Eric Idle on Python, life’s bright side

‘Always Look
on the Bright
Side of Life: A
Sortabiography’

Eric Idle (Crown
Archetype)
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TODAY

OPEN HOUSE: From 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. at Fresenius Kidney 
Care Lady Lake, 310 Longview 
Ave. Free. Details: Jelena.
Johnston@fmc-na.com or 
407-294-1016.
BRUSHING UP ON IMPRESSION-
ISM: At 12:30 p.m. at 1921 by 
Norman Van Aken, 142 E. 4th Ave. 
in Mount Dora. $35 includes meal 
and lecture. Details: 352-385-0034 
or www.modernismmuseum.org.
CLERMONT-MINNEOLA LIONS 
CLUB MEETING: At 6:30 p.m. the 
second Thursday of the month at 
St. Matthias Episcopal Church in 
downtown Clermont.
BOOK CLUB: At 6 p.m. the second 
Thursday of the month at Lees-
burg Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St. With local author and former 
educator Ray Moore. For adults 
and teens. Call 352-728-9790.
ALZHEIMER'S CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP: From 12 to 1 p.m. 
the second Thursday of the 
month at Leesburg Regional Med-
ical Center First Floor Conference 
Room, 700 N. Palmetto St. Call 
800-272-3900.
COLOR ME CALM: From 10 to 11 
a.m. the second Thursday of the 
month at the Minneola School-
house Library, 100 S. Main Ave. 
Color and drink tea with calming 
background music and laven-
der oil diffused into the air. All 
supplies are provided. Call Diane 
Merchant at 352-432-3921 or 
email dmerchant@minneola.us.
PASTFINDERS GENEALOGY MEET-
ING: From 5 to 7 p.m. the second 
Thursday of the month at Cooper 
Memorial Library, 2525 Oakley 
Seaver Drive in Clermont. Call 
352-404-8164 for information.
SECOND THURSDAY BIKE NITE: 
From 5 to 9 p.m. at The Great 
Chicago Fire Brewery and Tap 
House, 311 W. Magnolia St. in 
Leesburg. With live music and 
happy hour specials from 4 to 7 
p.m.
FUN GAME SHOOTS: At 6 p.m. 
every second and fourth Thurs-
day at Amvets Post 2006, 500 N. 
Canal St. in Leesburg. Non mem-
bers must sign in with a sponsor. 
Call 352-323-8750 for information.
LAKE COUNTY FARMERS AND 
FLEA MARKET: From 8 a.m. to 
noon every Thursday (except 
holidays) at the Lake County Fair-
grounds, 2101 County Road 452 in 
Eustis. For information, call Cole 
Scharlau at 352-357-9692.
CRAFTY KIDS: From 4:30 to 5:15 
p.m. every Thursday at the 
Leesburg Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St. Free. Children of all ages 
are invited to make a craft at the 
library to take home. Call Penny 
Richardson at 352-728-9790 or 
email penny.richardson@lees-
burgfl orida.gov.
LADIES THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY: 
From 9 to 11 a.m. every Thurs-
day at Fairway Christian Church 
Classrooms C-D, 251 Avenida Los 
Angelos in The Villages. Call 352-
259-9305 for information.
CHESS CLUB: From 5:45 to 7:45 
p.m. every Thursday at Leesburg 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St. Call 
352-728-9790 for information.
SUPPORT GROUP: From 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. every Thursday at W.T. 
Bland Public Library Simpson 
Farm House, 1995 N. Donnelly 
St. in Mount Dora. For anyone 

who deals with or has a loved 
one with anxiety, depression or 
other mental health issues. Call 
Logan at 352-483-7434 or email 
loganandtiger@yahoo.com for 
information.
MEDITATION: At 4 p.m. every 
Thursday at Leesburg Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St. Guided 
meditation followed by discus-
sion. Chairs provided or bring 
yoga mat. Beginners welcome. 
Call 352-728-9790 to register.
QUILTING SISTERS GUILD: From 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. every Thursday at 
Masonic Lodge, 200 Richey Road. 
in Leesburg. Call Mary at 352-323-
3351 or go to quiltingsistersguild.
com for information.
CRAFTERNOONS: From 2 to 5 p.m. 
every Thursday at Cooper Memo-
rial Library, 2525 Oakley Seaver 
Drive in Clermont. Bring your 
current craft project. Call 352-536-
2275 for information.
KIDS ACTIVITY NIGHT: From 6 to 
7 p.m. every Thursday at Astor 
County Library, 54905 Alco Road. 
Call 352-759-9913 for information.
TNT GAMING: From 4 to 5 p.m. 
every Thursday at Leesburg 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St. For 
ages 8 to 18. Call 352-728-9790 for 
information.
LEGO CLUB: From 3 to 4 p.m. 
every Thursday at Fruitland Park 
Library, 205 W. Berckman St. For 
ages 5 to 18. Call 352-360-6561 for 
information.
STORY TIME OUR WORLD: From 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. every Thurs-
day at Leesburg Public Library, 
100 E. Main St. For ages 5 and 
under. With music, movement 
and fi ngerplays. Call 352-728-9790 
for information.
PRE-K STORY TIME: From 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. every Thursday at 
W.T. Bland Public Library, 1995 N. 
Donnelly St. in Mt Dora. Call 352-
735-7180 for information.
RIDERS RIDE: At 10 a.m. every 
Thursday at American Legion 
John Gella Memorial Post 219, 194 
W. Fountain St., Fruitland Park. 
Call 352-787-2338.

FRIDAY

GAME NIGHT: At 6:30 p.m. at 
Fairway Christian Church, 251 
Avenida Los Angelos in The Vil-
lages. Bring your favorite game 
or learn a new game.
FISH FRY AND BAKE SALE: From 4 
to 6 p.m. the second Friday of the 
month at American Legion John 
Gella Memorial Post 219, 194 W. 
Fountain St., Fruitland Park. Call 
352-787-2338.
ART IN THE ALLEY: From 6 to 9 
p.m. every second Friday at the 
Mount Dora History Museum, 
450 E. Royellou Lane. Details: 
352-383-0006 or www.mountdora-
historymuseum.org.
ALZHEIMER'S CAREGIVER LEARN-
ING DAY: From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Waterman Village Retirement 
Community, 255 Waterman Ave. 

in Mount Dora. Free. Registration 
required at 352-616-0170 or www.
alzheimersfamily.org/caregiver.
SHABBAT SERVICE: At 7 p.m. at 
Congregation Beth Sholom, 315 
N. 13th Street in Leesburg. Go 
to bethsholomfl orida.org or call 
352-326-3692.
5TH ANNUAL LADIES LEGACY 
LUNCHEON: At 11:30 a.m. at Lake 
Receptions, 4425 N. County Road 
19A in Mount Dora. With former 
Miss Florida and cancer survivor 
Kristin Beall Ludeke. Go to FHWa-
termanPink.com.
BRA-VO 2018 GALA: From 5 to 9 
p.m. at Artisans on fi fth, 134 E. 
Fifth Avenue in Mount Dora.
OPEN JUKE BOX: From 4 to 8 p.m. 
every Friday at American Legion 
John Gella Memorial Post 219, 194 
W. Fountain St., Fruitland Park. 
Nonmembers must be signed in 
by a member.Call 352-787-2338.
SHIP, CAPTAIN AND CREW GAME: 
At 6 p.m. every Friday at Ameri-
can Legion John Gella Memorial 
Post 219, 194 W. Fountain St., 
Fruitland Park. Nonmembers 
must be signed in by a member.
Call 352-787-2338.
WEEKLY SERVICE: At 7 p.m. every 
Friday at Traditional Congre-
gation of Mount Dora, 848 N. 
Donnelly Street. Details: 352-735-
4774 or www.TCOMD.org.
FISH FRY AND LIVE MUSIC: 
Every Friday at Golden Triangle 
Moose Lodge 874, 1901 Titcomb 
Street in Eustis. Non-members 
must be signed in by a member. 
Details: 352-357-5897 or lodge874.
moosepages.org.
DINNER AND ENTERTAINMENT: 
At 5 p.m. every Friday at Amvets 
Post 1992, 32201 Amvets Way in 
Mount Dora. Nonmembers must 
be signed in by a member of the 
post. Go to amvetspost1992.org.
FRIDAY FISH FRY: From 5 to 7 
p.m. every Friday at AMVETS Post 
2006, 500 N. Canal St. in Leesburg. 
Non-members must sign in with a 
sponsor. Wear red to honor those 
deployed. Call Post Commander 
or Vice at 352-323-8750, email vet-
eransInfoandEvents@gmail.com 
or go to amvets2006.com.
JAZZ TRIO: From 7 to 10 p.m. 
every Friday at Lakeside Inn, 100 
Alexander St. in Mount Dora. Fea-
turing Johny Carlsson on piano, 
Barry Smith on drums and Larry 
Jacoby on bass.
STORY TIME: At 11 a.m. every 
Friday at Marianne Beck Memo-
rial Library, 112 W. Central Ave. 
in Howey-In-The-Hills. With craft. 
Call 352-324-0254 for information.
CHESS CLUB: From 3:15 to 4:15 
p.m. every Friday at Umatilla 
Public Library, 412 Hatfi eld Dr. 
Call 352-669-3284 for information.
SHEAR LOVE SOUL SALON: From 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. every Friday 
at Wildwood United Method-
ist Church, 300 Mason St. With 
Pastor and cosmetologist Krista 
Olson. Wash hair beforehand and 
bring Bible. Call 352-203-7258.

CHRISTIAN BREAKFAST CLUB: At 
8:30 a.m. every Friday at Bloom's 
Baking House and Restaurant, 
610 W. Main St. in downtown 
Leesburg. Interdenominational 
and all welcome. Call Dan or 
Lynda Rushing at 352-530-2518.
FARMERS' MARKET: From 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. every Friday in the area 
between Cagan Crossings Town 
Center and Community Library 
in Clermont. With produce, 
fi sh, eggs and baked goods. For 
information go to CaganCross-
ings.com.
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
YARD SALE AND BAKE SALE: 
From 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Golden 
Triangle Moose Lodge 874, 
1901 Titcomb Street in Eustis. 
Details: 352-357-5897 or lodge874.
moosepages.org. Public 
welcome.

FRIDAY TO SUNDAY

FESTIVAL OF FLIGHT AND FLOW-
ERS: At Eustis’ Fountain Green 
Park, 101-199 E. Magnolia Ave. 
Featuring nature speakers and 
programs, kids' activities, ven-
dors, plants for sale by cash or 
check, food and entertainment. 
Details: https://festivaloffl ight-
andfl owers.org.
FRIDAY, OCT. 12 AND 19
CORNERSTONE HOSPICE VOL-
UNTEER TRAINING: Must attend 
both days from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Cornerstone’s Southridge Plaza 
Offi ce, 4215 County Road 561 in 
Tavares. Register: 352-742-6827 
or blocicero@cshospice.org.

SATURDAY

ROCKTOBERFEST: From 4 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. at Wooton Park, 100 
E. Ruby Street in Tavares. Free. 
Live rock music by Hypersona 
and Petty Cash, craft beer, food 
vendors, muscle cars.
PANCAKE BREAKFAST: From 8 to 
10:30 a.m. at First United Method-
ist Church, 439 E. Fifth Ave. in 
Mount Dora. For Cub Scout Pack 
19. Details: 352-383-2005 or www.
mtdorafumc.org.
BREAKFAST AND COMMUNITY 
MEETING: From 8 a.m. to noon 
at the alaha Community Center, 
26548 Yalaha Road. For the 
Yalaha Community Club. $6. Call 
52-233-5518 or 352-321-1141.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION MEETING: At 10 
a.m. at St. Edwards Episcopal 
Church Hall, 460 Grandview St. in 
Eustis. Details: 352-589-5895, ext. 
855 or spooker15@aol.com.
GOSPEL FESTIVAL: From 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. at Ferran Park, 250 
Farran Park Drive in Eustis. Free. 
Continuous live music, food, 
crafts and kids' zone. Details: 
eustis.org.
FALL FUN NIGHTS: From 7:30 
to 9:30 p.m. Oct. 13, 20 and 27 
at Uncle Donald's Farm, 2713 
Griffi n Ave. in Lady Lake. $10 
per person. Bring a fl ashlight. 
Details: 352-753-2882 or www.
uncledonaldsfarm.com.
BAGGS CRAFT WORKSHOP FOR 
GIRLS: From 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Eustis High School Curtright 
Campus, 1801 Bates Ave. Regis-
ter: www.baggs2018.com.
FALL WILDFLOWER/BUTTERFLY 
WALK: From 10 a.m. to noon at 
Dade Battlefi eld Historic State 
Park, 7200 CR 603 in Bushnell. 
Call 352-793-4781.
UMATILLA KIWANIS 5K RUN/
WALK: At 7:30 a.m. at Cadwell 
Park. $25 before Oct. 1, $30 
after. Register: runsignup.com/
race/fl /umatilla/kiwanis5K.
AMERICAN SEWING GUILD LUN-
CHEON: From noon to 3 p.m. at 
Harbor Hills Country Club, 6538 
Lake Griffi n Road in Lady Lake. 

$35 and includes a fashion 
show by members. Call 914-879-
5716 or email debbiebarry50@
yahoo.com.
KINSEEKERS GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY OF LAKE COUNTY: 
Meets the second Saturday 
of the month at 10:30 a.m. 
Leesburg Public Library, 100 W. 
Main St., Room A, preceded by 
a DNA discussion at 9:15 a.m. 
Free. Details: kinseekers.org.
STEAK NIGHT AND BAKE SALE: 
At 4 p.m. the second Saturday 
of the month at AMVETS Post 
2006, 500 N. Canal St. in Lees-
burg. Guests must sign in with 
a sponsor. Call 352-323-8750, 
email amvetspost2006@gmail.
com or go to amvets2006.com.
PANCAKE BREAKFAST: From 7 
to 10 a.m. the second Saturday 
of each month at East Lake 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
24214 State Road 46 in Sor-
rento. With sausage, juice and 
coffee. Cost is $4. Call Lisa 
DuRant at 352-383-3838 ext. 801 
or email chamber@elcchamber.
com.
ART LEAGUE MEETING: From 2 
to 4 p.m. the second Saturday 
of the month at Lake Eustis 
Museum of Art, 1 W. Orange 
Ave. Go to eustisartleague.com.
FOOD TRUCK-N-FLICK NIGHT: 
From 5 to 10 p.m. the second 
Saturday of the month at 
Towne Square, 510 W. Main St. 
in Leesburg. With food trucks, 
live music and a movie. Call 
352-255-2232.
YOGA WITH CATS: From 9:30 
to 11 a.m. the second and 
fourth Saturday of the month 
at Orlando Cat Café, 532 Cagan 
Park Ave. in Clermont. Purr-fect 
for any level. Cost is $15. Regis-
ter at orlandocatcafe.com.
PAWS OF PRAISE: At 9:30 a.m. 
every second and fourth Satur-
day at Bark Park, 6085 County 
Road 44 in Wildwood. Commu-
nity gathering for humans and 
canine companions. Contact 
Michael Beck at 352-203-7258.
WEEKLY SERVICE: At 9 a.m. 
every Saturday at Traditional 
Congregation of Mount Dora, 
848 N. Donnelly Street. Details: 
352-735-4774 or www.TCOMD.
org.
CROCHET CLASS: From 12 to 
2 p.m. every Saturday at the 
W.T. Bland Public Library, 1995 
N. Donnelly St. in Mount Dora. 
Bring a size J crochet hook, 
yarn and scissors. Class proj-
ects include a newborn infant’s 
cap, a star-shaped pot holder 
and a lady’s hat with ornamen-
tation. Free. Call 352-735-7180, 
option 5.
WING DAY: From noon to 4:30 
p.m. every Saturday at Ameri-
can Legion John Gella Memorial 
Post 219, 194 W. Fountain St., 
Fruitland Park. Nonmembers 
must be signed in by a member. 
Call 352-787-2338.
DINNER AND ENTERTAIN-
MENT: At 5 p.m. every Saturday 
at Amvets Post 1992, 32201 
Amvets Way in Mount Dora. 
Nonmembers must be signed in 
by a member of the post. Go to 
amvetspost1992.org.
SHABBAT SERVICES: At 10 a.m. 
every Saturday at the Chabad 
House – Center for Jewish Life 
and Learning, 13030 County 
Road 103 in Oxford. Call 352-
330-4466 or go to ourchabad.
org.
RANGER HISTORY PROGRAM: 
From 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. every 
Saturday unless another event 
is scheduled at Dade Battlefi eld 
Historic State Park, 7200 County 
Road 603 in Bushnell. With 
historic weapons fi ring demon-
stration. Call 352-793-4781.

Second Thursday bike night will be from 5 to 9 p.m. at The Great 
Chicago Fire Brewery and Tap House, 311 W. Magnolia St. in 
Leesburg. With live music and happy hour specials from 4 to 7 p.m. 
[FACEBOOK]

CALENDAR
We want to hear from you: 
Send news releases about 
arts and entertainment events 
around Lake and Sumter coun-
ties to news@dailycommercial.
com. Include a description, 
date, time, cost, address, con-
tact name and phone number.
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DEAR ABBY: I have been 
dating the most amaz-
ing man for the past 11 
months. As we approach 
the one-year anniversary 
of the day we met, this 
"perfect" man is showing 
some not-so-perfect 
traits. I was unlucky in 
love for many years until 
he swept me off my feet. 
We have both become 
extremely close with each 
other's respective friends 
and family. 

He's everything I have 
been searching for in a 
life partner and husband. 
But when he drinks, he 
confides his deep fears 
of dating me and enu-
merates each and every 
one of my relationship 
insecurities -- nagging, 
anxiety, loneliness, etc. 
The next day he acts like 
nothing happened! He 
swears up and down that 
it was the alcohol talking 
and he doesn't mean any 
of the harsh words he 
spoke the night before. 

Should I believe him? 
Please don't let me be 

the naive girl traveling 
down a dark rabbit 
hole. -- SELF-CONSCIOUS 
GIRLFRIEND

DEAR GIRLFRIEND: Your 
"amazing" man appears 
to be a loose-lipped lush. 
Not knowing him, I can't 
guess the degree to which 
he blacks out when he's 
been drinking. Some 
alcoholics don't remem-
ber what happened the 
night before. Others 
simply don't WANT to 
remember, so they claim 
amnesia.

Regardless of how you 
feel about him, for your 
own well-being, draw the 
line and tell him he needs 
to stop drinking. If he's 
as alcohol-dependent 
as I suspect he is, he will 
give you an argument or 
an outright refusal. And 
that's your cue to tell him 

if he wants a future with 
you, he will have to make 
a choice.

DEAR ABBY: My in-laws 
are angry that I have de-
clined to host them over 
the holidays this year. My 
husband is never helpful. 
When company comes, 
he sits on his mobile 
phone while I do every-
thing. I told his parents 
I can't have them over 
because all the respon-
sibility falls on me. My 
"no" should suffice, but 
my mother-in-law hopes 
to argue me into hosting. 

We don't have children 
because I knew I would 
end up raising them 
alone. I don't want the 
in-laws here "hinting" 
that they need us to help 
them when my husband 
won't lift a finger. 

I recently became 
disabled, and my in-laws 
keep pressuring me to 
share my diagnosis with 
them. They think I should 
cheerfully do all the work 
of hosting them as a way 
to fight my disability! 

They are extremely 
nosy. I am now blocking 
her calls. I know they will 
spend their time here 
trying to get a look at 
my medications and any 
financial information left 
out. What else can I do? -- 
UNMERRY IN LOUISIANA

DEAR UNMERRY: You 
should all try to achieve a 
workable compromise, if 
that's possible. Ask your 
MIL if she's prepared to 
take some of the respon-
sibility off your shoulders 
if she and her husband 
visit. Suggest they stay in 
a hotel or motel rather 
than burden you. And 
your husband (their son) 
should back you up on 
this. 

   

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com 
or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

How to play: Fill in the 
blank squares with the  
numbers 1 through 9 so that 
each horizontal row, vertical  
column and nine-square  
sub-grid contains no repeat-
ed numbers.

Puzzles range in difficulty 
from one to six stars.

The solution to today’s 
puzzle will be in tomorrow’s 
paper.

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

›› BRIDGE

›› CRYPTOQUOTE
›› HOROSCOPES

›› TODAY IN HISTORY

DIVERSIONS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR 
THURSDAY, OCT. 11, 2018:

 This year you open up to 
new possibilities and ways 
of managing your life, es-
pecially with regard to your 
finances. You will feel more 
secure than in recent years. 
If you are single, your charm 
emanates and draws many 
people toward you. You have 
choices to make, especially 
as winter approaches. If 
you are attached, commu-
nication with your sweetie 
improves and intensifies. 
You will find your daily 
life as a couple to be more 
vital. SCORPIO has strong 
opinions; listening does not 
mean you agree.

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 
19) One-on-one relating 
takes you down a colorful 
path. An authority figure 
could surprise you with his 
or her attitude. If you cannot 
work within this person’s pa-
rameters, walk away. Relate 
directly to a loved one, and 
you’ll be pleased with the 
outcome. 

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 
20) Don’t take a stand, even 
if you’re inclined to. Stay out 
of others’ whirlwinds and is-
sues. You will know when to 
reconnect on a deeper level. 

Let those around you know 
that you have confidence in 
them and in their choices 
through your actions. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 
20) Focus your energy 
where it counts. You will 
see a situation differently 
once you have completed 
the necessary work to wrap 
up a project. Share your 
perspective more openly at 
this point. You will get the 
respect you desire and need. 

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 
22) Express your emotional 
creativity. Others note how 
different your ideas are. 
Someone of interest might 
decide to come toward 
you in order to get to know 
you. You will find out what 
happens by being authentic. 
Honor your integrity. 

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22) 
Understand what is happen-
ing around a domestic mat-
ter and a piece of property. 
Realize that your priorities 
might need revising. Do not 
fight the inevitable; instead, 
flow with it. Look to making 
changes at a later date. 

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT.22) 
Reach out to someone you 
care about. This person 
seems to remain responsive 
no matter what you do! Do 
not push or test your limits, 
as a reversal could be close 

to impossible to enact at the 
present point. Let others 
know how much their loyal-
ty means to you. 

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22) 
Act rather than speculate, 
except when dealing with 
money ventures. The risk 
might not be worth it. You 
could be questioning how 
to best deal with a difficult 
roommate or family mem-
ber. This situation is not 
new, yet you might want to 
try a new approach. 

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 
21) You want to get to the 
bottom of a problem. Others 
might be reluctant to give 
you more information, yet 
you will accept nothing less. 
Understand that someone’s 
priorities might influence 
which facts he or she choos-
es to relay. Share news. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 
22-DEC. 21) Back out of a 
problem, or decide to be 
mum about it for now. You 
need to look at the issue at 

hand from several different 
perspectives before making 
a final judgment call. You 
will like what you see. Use 
the gift of time to your 
advantage. 

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-
JAN. 19) You can’t count on 
others’ reactions to be what 
you want them to be. You 
can count only on yourself 
and your own responses. Do 
not create a hassle where 
one doesn’t exist. Examine 
your possibilities more 
openly. Detach from a heat-
ed situation. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 
18) You carry additional 
responsibilities, but not 
because you want to. Much 
seems to fall on your plate 
because others know you 
will follow through. Con-
sider using the word “no” 
more often. Be willing to 
be slightly less responsible 
once in a while. 

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 
20) Reach out to an expert 
to get feedback, rather than 
brainstorm with a friend 
who is more likely to agree 
with you. You will get more 
dynamic input and have an 
opportunity to see an option 
that might not be readily 
visible. 

‘Perfect’ man vanishes when alcohol loosens his tongue
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TODAY IS THURSDAY, 
OCT. 11, the 284th day of 2018. 
There are 81 days left in the 
year.

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHT IN 
HISTORY:

On Oct. 11, 1991, testifying 
before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Anita Hill accused 
Supreme Court nominee 
Clarence Thomas of sexually 

harassing her; Thomas re-ap-
peared before the panel to 
denounce the proceedings as a 
"high-tech lynching."

ON THIS DATE:
In 1958, the lunar probe Pi-

oneer 1 was launched; it failed 
to go as far out as planned, fell 
back to Earth, and burned up in 
the atmosphere.

In 1968, Apollo 7, the first 

manned Apollo mission, was 
launched with astronauts Wally 
Schirra, Donn Fulton Eisele and 
R. Walter Cunningham aboard. 
The government of Panama was 
overthrown in a military coup.

In 1983, the last full-fledged 
hand-cranked telephone sys-
tem in the United States went 
out of service as 440 telephone 
customers in Bryant Pond, 

Maine, were switched over to 
direct-dial service.

In 1986, President Ronald 
Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev opened 
two days of talks concerning 
arms control and human rights 
in Reykjavik, Iceland.

In 2002, former President 
Jimmy Carter was named the 
recipient of the Nobel Peace 
Prize.
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BY JUDD HAMBRICK C12018 UFS/DiSt by Andrews McWeel Syndication for UFS
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2na DOWN

0
3« DOWN

3rd Down f 
+ 50 PT5 I

OOOOOOO 4th Down 
+ 40 PTS

4ih DOWN

o
......  JUDD’S TOTAL = 352

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN AVERAGE GAME 225-235 PTS
Directions: Make a 2- to 7-letter word from the letters on each yard line. Aid points
to each word or letter using scoring directions. Seven-letter words get a 60-point

bonus. All words can be found In Webster's New World College Dictionary.
10-11-13 JUDD’S SOLUTION TOMORROW

FOUR PLAY
TOTAL

0

Sudoku 4puz.com

9 2 4 i 3 6
3 4 9 8

1 9 3 7 2 4

2 4 6 8 9 5

9 2 3 6
8 69 2 4 5

Fit! fin ffrio squares so that each row, column, and 
3-by-3 box contain the numbers 1 through 9.

WftRnWBIMMAGF" solution by judd hambrick
11 IfIIIJ ÛUftl illlnUL © 2018 UFS/Disi by Andrews McMeel Syndication tor UFS

®©©©®®© 1st DOWN = 113

®®©©®®(@) 2nd DOWN = 89

©®®®©®® 3rd DOWN = 85

®©©©®(D® 4'h DOWN = 78

AVERAGE GAME 230-240 PTS
10-10-1 s

JUDD’S TOTAL = 365

4 7 9 3 1 6 2 5 8
6 3 2 7 5 8 4 9 1
1 5 8 2 9 4 7 3 6
2 8 3 1 6 9 5 7 4
7 4 1 5 8 3 6 2 9
B 9 6 4 2 7 1 8 3
8 1 5 6 3 2 9 4 7
9 6 4 8 7 5 3 1 2
3 2 7 9 4 1 8 6 5

Requiem for a small slam

West dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
♦ J 9 8 5 
¥73
♦ Q 9 5 4 
* 8 6 2

WEST
♦  K  1 0  6  3  2  
¥ 9 6
♦ J 7  
♦ J 9 4 3

EAST
♦  A  Q  7  4  
¥ 8
♦  A K  1 0  8 6 2  
* 1 0 5

SOUTH
♦ —
V A K Q J  1 0  5 4 2  
♦  3
♦ A K Q 7  

The bidding:
West North East South
Pass Pass 1 ♦ 6 V 
Opening lead — jack of diamonds.

You sometimes have to close your 
eyes and bid a slam with no guaran
tee of making it, because there's no 
good way of finding out what you 
need to know. In most of these cases, 
the slam is bid simply because you 
feel you’re a favorite to succeed.

Take this deal where South had to 
decide what to do after East opened 
one diamond. He felt sure he’d lose a 
diamond trick, so the question was 
whether he’d also lose a club.

South reasoned that if his partner 
held the jack of clubs, the slam would 
be laydown, and also that if the North 
hand contained any four or more

clubs, the odds would strongly favor 
not losing a club trick. Furthermore, 
if North had a singleton or doubleton 
club, the seven of clubs could proba
bly be ruffed in dummy.

Accordingly, South leaped directly 
to six hearts. He naturally was disap
pointed to find partner with the one 
holding — three small clubs — that 
made the slam a shaky proposition. 
The outcome seemed to depend 
entirely on a 3-3 club division, a 36 
percent chance that was not about to 
materialize, but he found a way to 
make the slam anyway.

After East won the first diamond 
trick, he played the ace of spades, 
ruffed by South. Declarer then cashed 
the ace of trump before playing the 
A-K-Q of clubs. When East showed 
out but was unable to ruff, it was then 
a simple matter to trump the club 
seven with dummy’s remaining heart 
and so bring home the slam.

It might seem that South took a 
very big chance when he failed to 
draw the only missing trump before 
playing his three top clubs, but his 
approach was well-reasoned. He was 
sure to succeed if the missing clubs 
were divided 3-3, but he would also 
get home safely if the clubs broke 4-2 
or worse and the defender with the 
long clubs had the missing trump. If 
one of the top clubs did get ruffed, 
the contract was doomed regardless 
of how South played.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
©2018 King Features Syndicale Inc.

A X Y D L B A A X R  
i s L O N G F E L L O W  

O n e  letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
10-11 CRYPTOQUOTE

PE YTP M I M N  O E F F E H M C

A  W  U  L M P W Z U  S W F F  W S

V W U F M C  A  W  V .  -  A M P N K

C T I W C  S A E N M T Z  
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: AS YOU GET OLDER. 

REMEMBER YOU HAVE ANOTHER HAND: THE 
FIRST IS TO HELP YOURSELF, THE SECOND IS TO 
HELP OTHERS, - AUDREY HEPBURN

with the morning newspaper... 
they just go together.
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Upcoming 

Phantasmagoria

The Victorian stage 
troupe, Phantasmagoira, 
presents “Homecom-
ing” Oct. 19 and 20 to 
celebrate the witching 
season at the Historic 
State Theatre in Eustis. 
The Performers Phan-
tastical dance includes 
explosive stage combat, 
large scale puppetry and 
haunting storytelling 
combining to create a 
tapestry of macabre and 
whimsical horror. Jour-
ney through tales from 
literature, mythology and 
folklore from Edgar Allan 
Poe to Mexican Folklore, 
and from Victorian Hor-
ror Poetry to a thunder-
ing Vampire from Irish 
legend. Suggested for 
ages 18 and older. Tick-
ets: $21 to $36. Details: 
baystreetplayers.org 

‘Journey to Oz’

The Clermont Per-
forming Arts Center 
presents “Journey to Oz” 
for two shows Oct. 20. 
In this new adaptation, 
the audience is invited 
to go to Oz with Dorothy 
and become part of an 
experiential production, 

singing and dancing, and 
acting alongside profes-
sional actors. When the 
cyclone comes, the entire 
theater enters the eye of 
the storm with whisk-
ing lights and exciting 
music created by com-
poser, Josh Totora.

Students play 16 indi-
vidual roles during the 
play, in addition to a 
few who are picked to 
dance in the Emerald 
City. The entire audi-
ence will sing, create 
sound effects, participate 
in call and response, 
and play Munchkins, 
Winkies, Crows, and 
Flying Monkeys.

Details: clermont-
performingarts.com. 

‘Assisted Living 
the Musical’

Ever wonder how the 
older half live, then check 
out “Assisted Living the 
Musical” at 4 and 7 p.m. 
Oct. 20 at the Mount Dora 

Community Building, 520 
N. Baker St. From early 
retirement right up to the 
pulling of the plug, they 
are partying at Pelican 
Roost, the full-service 
retirement community 
that is home to the 18 dif-
ferent characters played 
by the show’s two actors.

Details: mount-
doralive.com. 

‘The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood’

The Melon Patch The-
atre in Leesburg performs 
“The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood” Oct. 26 to Nov. 
11. Suggested by Charles 
Dickens’ uncompleted 
novel, a riotous and rol-
licking band of Victorian 
music hall performers 
invite the audience to 
participate and choose 
the ending with a dif-
ferent outcome at every 
performance in the Tony 
and Drama Desk award-
winning musical comedy.

STAGE
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Details: festivalof-
flightandflowers.org. 

Fall Wildfl ower and 
Butterfl y Walk

Take a stroll on the 
trails with park staff to 
view fall wildflowers and 
butterflies in the pine 
flatwoods habitat from 10 
a.m. to noon Saturday at 
Dade Battlefield Historic 
State Park, 7200 CR 603 
in Bushnell. Admission 
is $3 per vehicle. Partici-
pants are recommended 
to bring a hat, sunscreen, 
water and binoculars. 

Brushing up on 
Impressionism

Enjoy a lecture on 
Impressionism and 
a meal at 12:30 p.m. 
today at 1921 by Nor-
man Van Aken, 142 E. 
4th Ave. in Mount Dora. 
Cost: $35 for meal and 
lecture. Details: 352-
385-0034 or www.
modernismmuseum.org. 

Umatilla Kiwanis 
5K for the Kids

Set your own pace 
at the Kiwanis 5K run/

walk through the scenic 
streets near Cadwell 
Park and Skyline Drive 
on Saturday to raise 
funds for the kids of 
Umatilla. Register early 
at runsignup.com/race/
fl/umatilla/kiwanis5K 
or day of race between 
6:45 and 7:15 a.m. The 
race starts at 7:30 a.m. 
Come as a team or indi-
vidual. Cost: $30. 

Guitars and Cars

Music, cars and motor-
cycles are awaiting at the 
Guitars and Cars swap 
meet from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday at Renningers 
Florida Twin Markets, 
20651 U.S. Highway 
441 in Mount Dora. The 
Music Lover’s Jam is noon 
until 3 p.m. and hosted 
by Jeff DeHollander and 
band. Admission is $2 
with children 14 and 
younger admitted free. 
Details: renningers.net.
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mission. No attempt is 
made to cover the ground 
in the book, as it sticks 
with events that happened 
between 1961, when Arm-
strong — a pilot with an 
engineering background 
— took part in NASA’s 
manned flight training 
program, and 1969, when 
the Eagle landed on the 
moon and Armstrong 
took that one small step.    

It’s a long (140 minutes), 
slow-paced character 
study, punctuated by 
scenes of rousing action 
and unrelenting ten-
sion, and is a whittled-
down history of how we 
got, to borrow a Jules 
Verne title, from the 
Earth to the moon.

It’s a triumph of the 
spirit story, with Ryan 
Gosling somberly portray-
ing Armstrong as a man 
who wasn’t necessar-
ily going after glory, but 
trying to find solace from 
tragedy in his work. That 
thread of it is introduced in 
the film’s opening min-
utes, when cameras and 

all attention are trained 
on Armstrong’s face after 
his young daughter suc-
cumbs to cancer. At that 
early point, his wife and 
young son are pretty much 
ignored, by the cameras 
and, as is revealed later, 
by Armstrong, who was 
consumed by grief.

 Throwing himself into 
his work, and display-
ing a calm demeanor 
and a bright mind, he’s 
seen by NASA bigwigs 
as a good candidate for 
Gemini, a series of mis-
sions that would put 
two astronauts in orbit 
in a capsule as a learning 
experience for the three-
man Apollo flights to the 
moon that would follow.

But the solace he 
craved wasn’t to be 
found at NASA, where 
the job is dangerous, and 
before long, tragedy is 
a regular occurrence in 
Armstrong’s life there, 
too, as other astronauts 
in training go down in 
crashes and up in flames.

The film starts splitting 
its time between work and 
home, with Armstrong’s 
wife, Janet (Claire Foy) 
struggling to keep up her 
inner strength, knowing 

full well that Neil could 
be the next fatality, and 
trying to hold back on the 
pent-up anger caused 
by him disappearing into 
himself, by his indiffer-
ence to being an attentive 
husband and father.

Chazelle has put a lot of 
faith in both Gosling and 
Foy, in that he’s constantly 
placing his cameras right 
up in their faces and letting 
them play much of their 
parts wordlessly, chal-
lenging viewers to figure 
out what’s going on inside.

As far as those excit-
ing moments, they’re 
done with a great deal of 
flair. During one Gemini 
launchpad sequence, 
there’s silence, broken by 
heavy breathing, joined by 
metallic creaking sounds, 
interrupted by the con-
trol room countdown, 
finally erupting into loud 
pandemonium, all of it 
taking place within the 
capsule. Later on, a suc-
cessful mission in space 
goes wrong, resulting in 
a nerve-racking lesson of 
how to keep one’s cool in 
adverse situations. Still 
later, if you know what the 
Apollo “plugs-out” tests 
were, you’ll know what’s 
coming; if you don’t, you’ll 
go through an emotional 
wringer in that scene.

By the time things lead 
up to the celebrated moon 
landing, it’s clear that 
Chazelle knows how to tell 
a gripping and unusually 
low-key story. Though 
I still like him better as 
a more kinetic, splashy 
director, he’s achieved a 
specific major accomplish-
ment here. In the lengthy 
scene where Armstrong 
slowly climbs down the 
ladder to the moon’s 
surface, there’s complete 
silence in the film. The 
full-house audience I saw 
it with was also absolutely 
silent, as if everyone was 
holding their breath. It 
was a magical shared 
experience. It was one 
reason to go to a movie 
theater instead of watch-
ing a film on your couch.

Ed Symkus writes about 
movies for More Content 
Now. He can be reached 
at esymkus@rcn.com.
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“Journey to Oz” comes to the Clermont Performing Arts 
Center for two shows Oct. 20 [SUBMITTED]

Take a stroll on the trails with park staff to view fall 
wildfl owers and butterfl ies in the pine fl atwoods habitat 
from 10 a.m. to noon Saturday at Dade Battlefi eld Historic 
State Park, 7200 CR 603 in Bushnell. [SUBMITTED]


