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John’s a 67-year-old Vietnam 
veteran, with a 100 percent dis-
ability rating. He’s not working, 
but was getting by all right. Until 
his landlord kept upping the rent.  
“They had already raised me from 

$700 to $750,” he said. 

The landlord then added a lease 
clause to put John on the hook 
for the first $100 of any repairs, 
and was looking for another $150 
a month. John couldn’t afford 
the increasing rent, and he didn’t 
have money to shell out for a se-
curity deposit and two months of 
rent to get another place. 
“I was at the 11th hour of a 

high-pressure situation,” John 
said.
The departments of Veterans 

Affairs and Housing and Urban 
Development have a term for vets 
in John’s situation —“at risk.” In 

other words, circumstances have 
put them so close to the edge of 
homelessness that the smallest 
complications could have tragic 
endings.    
He asked Veteran Voice to with-

hold his full name.   
The Vietnam Veterans of America 

Chapter 1038, Indian River Coun-
ty, wasn’t looking to give homes to 
veterans to like John. 
“It just kind of came out of no-

where,” Marty Zickert, chapter 
president, said. “It all started with 
a World War II vet who died and 
wanted his home to go to a veter-

an.” 
The family gave the home to the 

chapter, and it quickly set out to 
find a veteran to put in it with the 
help of the Indian River County 
Veterans Service Office manag-
er, Joel Herman. That was about 
18 months ago. Zickert said the 
chapter felt good that it was able 
to help a deserving veteran, and 
readied to move on to other proj-
ects. 
“We got a newspaper article and 

all of a sudden I had 15 people 

A roof over their heads
A chance donation turns 
into unofficial housing 
program for vets

By Patrick McCallister
For Veteran Voice

Jim Rodgers

A 20th 
century 
patriot
  June 1945, the Pacific Theater, 

WWII, was in its final stage with 
the invasion of Okinawa.
  Offshore, the battleship Tennes-

see was engaged in bombarding 
the island while under “kamikaze” 
aircraft attack. Seaman 2nd Class 
Jim Rodgers was there. This is his 
story.
  Jim was born Oct. 21, 1926 in 

Fairview, N.J., of a military fam-
ily.  At age 16 he made his first 
attempt at military service. At 

his home state of New Jersey, he 
enlisted in Marine Corps and was 
sent to boot camp in San Diego.  
His age was discovered and en-
listment terminated.  This did not 
stop determined young man. At 
age 17 (1943), he again enlisted, 
but this time in the Navy. 
  After boot camp at Great Lakes 

Training Center, he was assigned 
as a gunner (40 mm)  on board 
the Tennessee. Now a Seaman 
2nd Class, he saw action in many 

By Barney P. Giordan
For Veteran Voice
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County Veterans Service Officers
St. Lucie County, Donna Carlsen
Phone: (772) 337-5670
Fax: (772) 337-5678
veterans@stlucieco.org
Dorothy J. Conrad Building
(formerly the Walton Road Annex Bldg.)
1664 S.E. Walton Road, Suite 205
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
By appointment
Mon., Tues, Thurs, Fri * 8:30 am-4:30 pm
Wed * 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
St. Lucie County Community 
Services Bldg.
(Corner of Avenue D and 7th Street)
437 N. Seventh St., Fort Pierce, FL 34950
Walk-ins
Mon. and Fri. * 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Brevard Veteran’s Services Office
2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way,
Bldg. B, Suite 102, Viera, FL 32940
Office: (321) 633-2012
Fax: (321) 637-5432
Mon., Tues. and Thurs., 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Wed. and Fri, 8 a.m.-noon
Manager: Glenn McGuffie
Indian River County
Joel Herman
Vero Beach
 2525 St. Lucie Ave.,
Vero Beach, FL 32960 
Ph: (772) 226-1499 
Fax: (772) 770-5038
Sebastian Square 
11602 U.S. 1, Sebastian, FL 32958 
Ph: (772) 589-6597  Fax: (772) 581-4988

Martin County
Tony Reese, Veterans Service Office 
Supervisor
Nick Ciotti, Veterans Service Officer
(772) 288-5448
Veterans Services Office
Martin County Community Services
435 S.E. Flagler Ave., Stuart, FL 34994
Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
VA Life Insurance Ctr., Phil., PA - 
1-800-669-8477 
VA Regional Office - 1-800-827-1000 
VA Medical Ctr, W. Palm Beach - 
1-800-972-8262 
Pharmacy, VA Medical Center - 
1-800-317-8387 
Military Retired Pay Activities, 
Cleveland, OH - (Army, Marine Corps, 
Navy, Air Force ONLY) 
1-800-321-1080 
Military Retired Pay Activities, 
Topeka, KS - (Coast Guard ONLY)
1-800-772-8724 
Survivor Benefits (SBP),
Denver, CO - 1-800-435-3396 
Stuart VA Clinic - (772) 288-0304 
Okeechobee County
Veterans Services office 
 (863) 763-6441, Ext 5.
Fax: (863) 763-0118.
Orlando VA Medical Cente
5201 Raymond St., Orlando, FL 32803
(407) 629-1599 or (800) 922-7521
Telephone Care
(407) 599-1404 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon. - Fri. (800) 645-6895 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon - Fri  (321) 637-3625 
Viera patients
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon. - Fri. (877) 741-3400 
Weekends, holidays, evenings and nights

West Palm Beach Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center
7305 North Military Trail, West Palm 
Beach, FL 33410
(561) 422-8262 or (800) 972-8262 
Telephone Care
(561) 422-6838  (866) 383-9036 
Open 24 hours - 7 days
Viera VA Outpatient Clinic
2900 Veterans Way, Viera, FL 32940
Phone: (321) 637-3788 
1 (877) 878-8387
Mon. - Fri. - 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
St Lucie County PTSD Clinical 
Team (PCT) Outpatient Program
126 S.W. Chamber Court,
Port St Lucie, FL 34986
Phone: (772) 878-7876
Fort Pierce Community Based
Outpatient Clinic
727 North U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34950
Phone: (772) 595-5150
Fax: (772) 595-6560
St Lucie Community Based 
Outpatient Clinic
128 S.W. Chamber Court,
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
Phone: (772) 344-9288
Stuart Community Based
Outpatient Clinic 
3501 S E Willoughby Boulevard,
Stuart, FL 34997
Phone: (772) 288-0304
Fax: (772) 288-1371
Vero Beach Community Based
Outpatient Clinic
372 17th St., Vero Beach, FL 32960
Phone: (772) 299-4623
Fax: (772) 299-4632

Important
numbers ...

   Veteran Voice is a weekly publication designed to 
provide information to and about veterans to veterans 
and to the broader community. Veterans are an integral 
part of their Florida communities, which currently have 
individual organizations of their own, such as the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion, the Vietnam 
Veterans of America and many other groups with a nar-
row focus, but no convenient way to connect to a wider 
population of veterans and to the community in general 
within a limited geographic area, their community.
    The mission of Veteran Voice is to publish a weekly 
source of information that will provide, in one place, a 
listing of resources available to veterans, articles about 
changes in policies or organizations affecting veterans 
and events of interest to veterans as well as articles 
about veterans of interest to the general public.
   Veteran Voice LLC is organized as a partnership of 
experienced newspaper executives with an interest in 
veterans and in the communities of Florida veterans 
and friends. Veteran Voice  is a start-up intended to ad-
dress a perceived lack of information readily available 
to veterans on programs and policies affecting them 
and objective reporting of veteran affairs to the public.
To our knowledge, and based on comments from lead-
ers of local veterans organizations, there was no media 
or website currently meeting this need until the launch 
of Veteran Voice.
   We hope you agree, and will support this publica-
tion with your subscription. Without subscriptions there 
will be a limited number of people we can help, without 
which this mission will not be realized. As part of our 
commitment to supporting local veteran communities, 
we will donate 10 percent of our profits each quarter 
to qualified veteran charities recommended by you, 
our readers and subscribers. Please let us know what 
you think by emailing news@veteranvoiceweekly.com 
or mailing your comments to us at 1919 S.W. South 
Macedo Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL 34984.
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(calling to donate homes),” Zickert 
said. 
So far, the chapter has put six 

veterans at risk for homelessness 
into donated houses. Zickert will 
teach others how to get and give 
donated homes at a Florida State 
Council VVA meeting on  Satur-
day, June 8. The meeting will be 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 
5905 Kirkman Road, Orlando. 
Ben Humphries, state president, 
said anyone interested in learn-
ing more about starting donat-
ed-homes programs to benefit 
veterans is welcome to attend. 
Zickert said the Chapter 1038 

program isn’t equipped to help 
veterans unless they have some 
means. 
“A guy that’s homeless and mak-

ing $500 a month is not going to 
qualify,” he said. “It’s as simple as 
this. It averages $500 to $600 a 
month in lot rent.” 
The donated houses have all 

been modular homes in devel-
opments. While residents in the 
developments own the modular 
homes, they must pay lot rent.  
“Most of them are age-based, 55 

and older,” Zickert said. “Most of 
them require $1,500 to $1,800 a 
month in income.” 
Homelessness doesn’t always 

look like homelessness. 
Often it’s crashing in a friend’s 

extra room far longer than either 
expected a “rough patch” to last. 
It can also be living in a motel 
paying a high weekly rent that 
prohibits saving up to get perma-
nent housing. Homelessness-pre-
vention experts say that in gen-
eral, if an adult’s or his or her 
spouse’s name is not on a lease or 
mortgage, the person is likely in a 
budding stage of homelessness.  
According to the National Coali-

tion to End Homelessness, there 
were slightly more than 62,600 
homeless veterans during a 2012 
HUD point-in-time survey. That 
was about 7 percent less than in 
2011, and a whopping 17 percent 
reduction from a 2009 survey. 
The coalition reports that while 

veterans of all ages are homeless, 
the bulk of them served during 
the late Vietnam and post-Viet-
nam eras. Homelessness among 
veterans peaked with the hous-
ing crash and Great Recession in 
2008. The VA estimated 131,000 
veterans were homeless that year. 
It’s made aggressive efforts to curb 
homelessness among veterans in 
recent years. 
As Florida continues a slow climb 

out of the housing crash, Zickert 
said sales of modular homes in 
Indian River County are hurt-
ing. That often drives families to 
donate homes occupied by older 
members when they die, or move 

Staff photo by Tammy Raits
Sebastian River Veterans Honor Guard members Ken Millard, left, and Jerry Peeler, also members of  American Legion Post 189, 
march with the colors in the parade during Fellsmere Day Saturday, April 6. The day-long event commemorated the town’s 102nd 
anniversary.

Celebrate, salute
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for medical reasons. 
“They find us,” he said. “Every 

manager at those (modular-home 
communities) know we have this 
program going. When the family 
comes down and talks to them, all 
the managers make them aware 
that we have this program in 
place. Every one of the commu-
nities will lower the rent for six 
months to a year if it’s a veteran.” 
Humphries said he aims to get 

the state’s 20 VVA chapters to 
adopt variations of the home-do-
nation program. 
  “I’m working on getting it spread 

through the state and introducing 
it (on a national level),” he said.  
“I’ve mentioned it numerous times 
to state presidents. Some are in-
terested.”
John prides himself on helping 

other veterans. He’s a member of 
several organizations: the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars, American 
Legion, Disabled American Veter-
ans. He uses his involvement in 
them to find veterans who need 

help and getting them to veterans 
service officers. 
When he was facing his own 

crisis, John didn’t tell too many 
people. But he told the right one. 
“The news got out through an-

other veteran I helped out, and 
(Zickert) got in touch with me,” he 
said. 
John tried to turn down the mod-

ular home Zickert had for him. He 
figured another veteran needed it 
more than he did. 
“It has two bedrooms, two bath-

rooms,” he said. “It has a kitchen 
and living room, and the terms of 
the wishes of the deceased, it was 
offered to me fully furnished.” 
Folks talked him into taking the 

place. In addition to receiving the 
donated modular home, John said 
Zickert worked out discounted lot 
rent for him. He declined to say 
how much the lot rent was dis-
counted for him. 
“I am deeply honored,” John 

said. “Apparently (the former own-
er) was a veteran. He was in the 
Marines. He served in the Pacific 
during World War II.” 

Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 59 to encourage 
others to ‘Wear Your Life 
Jacket to Work’ Day 

  STUART — Coast Guard 
Flotilla 59 announced today 
its support of “Wear Your Life 
Jacket to Work” Day on May 17. 
Flotilla 59 joins boating profes-
sionals and boating enthusiasts 
to heighten awareness of dif-
ferent life jacket types that are 
available, including inflatable 
life jackets, and demonstrate 
their comfort and versatility by 
wearing them to work.
  The annual event, hosted by 

the National Safe Boating Coun-
cil serves as a fun, educational 
element just prior to National 
Safe Boating Week, May 18-24, 
the official launch of the 2013 
North American Safe Boating 
Campaign. Educating the boat-
ing public about the safety and 
comfort of life jackets has been a 
main focus on the North Ameri-
can Safe Boating Campaign.
  “Wear Your Life Jacket to 

Work” Day will take place on 
May 17, wherever you are.
  U.S. Coast Guard statistics 

show that drowning was the 
reported cause of death in 70 
percent of recreational boating 
fatalities in 2011, and that 84 

percent of those who drowned 
were not wearing life jackets.
  The National Safe Boating 

Council is asking all partici-
pants to take a picture of them-
selves in their life jacket while at 
work and post it to the “Ready, 
Set, Wear It!” Facebook page
(www.Facebook.com/Ready-

SetWearIt) or submit directly to 
the NSBC at outreach@safeboat-
ingcouncil.org.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 59 in Sandsprit Park has 
been serving the boating com-
munity on the Treasure Coast 
for more than 70 years. The 
Flotilla can be reached at 3443 
S.E. St. Lucie Blvd., Stuart, 
(772) 288-0509; email address 
is http://cgaux59.org.
  For the serious skipper and 

the weekend boater, there are 
more aspects of seamanship 
that can be learned from the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary’s 
Recreational Safe Boating class-
es, taught each month at Flotilla 
59’s facility in Sandsprit Park, 
Stuart.   
  Remember, boating season 

never ends on the Treasure 
Coast.           

For Veteran Voice

2013 National Safe Boating Week is May 17-24 

ROOF from page 3
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102 and holding

Staff photo by Tammy Raits
Charlie Long and Jim Heardon, members of Charles L. Futch American 
Legion Post 189 in Sebastian, march in the parade during Fellsmere Day 
Saturday, April 6. The day-long event commemorated the town’s 102nd 
anniversary.

Staff photo by Tammy Raits
Bob Etman tools along the parade route in his 1928 Ford Coupe during the Fellsmere Day 
celebration earlier this month. 
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Pacific operations including 
Kwajalein, Entwelok, Kovieng, 
New Ireland, Saipan, Marianna 
Islands, Guam, Tinian, Leyte. 
The Tennessee was involved in 
the sea battle of Surigao, in the 
straits of the Philippine Islands. 
This was the final defeat of Ja-
pan’s sea power, and Jim was 
there.
  During his tour, Jim learned to 

play the bugle, instructed by the 
ship’s master bugler. The bugle in 
WWII was an important means of 
commands and communication. 
During combat offshore Okinawa, 
the Tennessee was under heavy 
attack from Japanese “kamika-
ze fighters.”  On forward deck, 
flames were endangering the 
ammunition storage area and 
Jim and his crew, including the 
master bugler, were extinguishing 
the dangerous flames. The crew 
moved back beyond the forward 
gun turrets for safety.  Jim and 
another seaman were delayed in 
a last-minute try. Just as they 
left jumping behind the forward 
guns support, a wall of flame 
from a kamikaze hit came from 
amidships toward the bow gun 
emplacement, killing most of his 
gun crew including the master 
bugler. Had he been with them 
there would be no story to tell.
  Jim reflects on many close 

calls while aboard the Tennes-
see haunts him the most. It 
was while the Tennessee was 
anchored near Pearl Harbor for 
repairs that his work detail was 
assigned painting in the keel area 
of this large battleship. Jim was 
sent to acquire rope for hauling 
up from the bilges during paint-
ing. While he was away, the crew 
chief warned of the danger to 
paint vapor while painting and 
advised no more than 15 min-
utes’ work time in the confined 
area of the ship’s bottom. 
  When Jim returned, he went 

below to paint, unaware of the 
time element. While painting in a 
6-foot space he would occasion-
ally hear someone say “I’m going 
up.” Not aware of the vapor dan-
ger, he painted on, feeling sleepy 
and eventually experiencing a 
narcosis oblivion!
  “Where is Rodgers?” asked the 

bos’n when ordering the bottom 
hatches secured due to the misty 
fumes below. The work area was 
searched to no avail. An an-
nouncement was made on the 
ship’s public address system. No 
response! Where is he? 
   A sailor who had gone below 

and searched four times without 
finding Rodgers insisted on one 
more search before the hatches 
were secured. Time was critical 

RODGERS from page 1

See RODGERS page 7  
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as submarine activity had been 
reported to the bridge. “One more 
time,” insisted the sailor. 
  OK, but be aware of the heavy 

vapor fumes now filling the bot-
tom, was the answer. The un-
identified sailor went below one 
more time without result until he 
stepped on the arm of Seaman 
Jim Rodgers, retrieving him to 
sickbay.
  They all thought him dead. A 

report was being made when a 
sailor who was looking down at 
the body said he just noticed the 
eyelids just blinked. He was alive, 
to everyone’s astonishment!
   Jim was able to return to full 

duty.  It wasn’t until 39 years 
later at a WWII reunion that his 
learned his rescuer was crew 
member Pinky Tomlin. Jim rec-
ommended Pinky for his lifesav-
ing efforts to the Secretary of the 
Navy. A letter of commendation 
was issued to Pinky Tomlin by 
Secretary of the Navy John Leh-
man. Jim will never forget this 
sailor saving his life when all else 
failed.
  In April 1946, Jim was dis-

charged as Bugler 1st Class with 
a 19 percent disability. He en-
tered civilian life and earned a 
private pilot’s license. In 1948 his 
military yearning led him to join 
the newly formed Air Force. As 
a sergeant, he served on the air 
crew for General Omar Bradley in 
Washington, D.C., discharged in 
1952 and without a high school 
diploma he applied to and was 
accepted at the University of Mi-
ami in Coral Gables, receiving a 
two-year associate degree in civil 
engineering. He went on to the 
University of Florida, receiving 
a civil engineering degree. This 
wasn’t enough for Jim Rodgers, 
as he received a master’s degree 
in environmental science from 
Florida International University 
and a doctorate in public admin-
istration from Nova University. 
Remembering his first attempt 
at being a Marine, in 1955. He 
joined the Marine Reserves in 
Miami.  Here, Jim used his engi-
neering and musical abilities to 
accomplish many important acts. 
He was called on for national 
Marine project consultations as 
well as various Marine band and 
military funeral events. To say 
the least, he was well-known in 
South Florida and Washington, 
D.C. In civilian life, he held the 
title of chief building official.
 Jim with his wife, Connie, re-

tired to Indian River County in 
2002. He is a member of Sebas-
tian’s American Legion Post 189 
and VFW Post 10210, as well as 
Barefoot Bay’s Marine Corps aux-
iliary. With his numerous military 
and civilian accomplishments, 
Jim Rodgers is a great addition to 
Indian River County.

RODGERS from page 6

The many 
faces and 
uniforms 
of Jim 
Rodgers
Photos depicting various stages of Rodg-
ers’ military career, which began in 1943 
in the Navy. Over the years, Rodgers also 
served in the Marine Corps and the Air 
Force.

Photos courtesy of Jim Rodgers
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                   - and more
Our Caregivers
        • Are professionally trained and experienced.    
             • Passed a strict criminal background check
             • They are CPR certified
             • Up to date on state required health documents

Sunshine State
SEnior SErvicES , inc.

Serving Palm Beach. Martin
& St. Lucie Counties

Since 1998
772-219-0192

31
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Licensed, Bonded & Insured                                    FL State Lic.# HCS227642

FrEE in HoME conSULTATion
ASK ABoUT oUr!

vETErAn’S DiScoUnTS!
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Paris calling
The French are looking for 

surviving World War II veterans 
who saved their country from its 
darkest hour. 
Melbourne’s John Ervin was 

among 19 veterans France 
awarded the insignia of Knight 
in the Order of the Legion of 
Honor at an April 10 ceremony 
in Orlando. He said the French 
have shown their appreciation 
for his service starting from the 
August 1944 invasion of South-
ern France. 
“It was the middle of harvest 

season,” he said. “People were 
standing on the road, five, 10 
deep, and they were giving us 
fresh grapes, vegetables and 
fruits. They were happy to see 
us.” 
Nathalie Cluzet-Bertot, press 

attaché at the Miami consulate, 
said the French still greatly ad-
mire the American service mem-
bers who helped liberate their 
country from the grips of Nazi 
Germany. 

“It’s very vivid in French mem-
ory, because Europe was com-
pletely ravaged by two conflicts,” 
she said. “We keep in our mem-
ories we had this tremendous 
loss of people, and also a very 
dark period we experienced in 
France.” 
Ervin, 92, is among a quickly 

shrinking pool of veterans that 
France has been seeking to hon-
or with the insignias since 2004. 
According to an Associated 

Press estimate, the once 16.1 
million World War II veterans 
are dying at a rate of more than 
1,100 a day. Only about 2 mil-
lion are living, according to a 
recent report by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs.
No one has an exact daily death 

count, but the VA, AP and others 
have developed the same esti-
mate by using long-form census 
data, VA data, and standard 
mortality tables. The VA esti-
mates that America will have al-
most no World War II veterans by 
2020. If the oldest lives as long 

Florida World War II 
veteran Lee Raup is 
among more than 1,000 
that the French govern-
ment has awarded the 
insignia of Knight in the 
Order of the Legion of 
Honor. Raup received 
the honor earlier this 
year. France is seek-
ing to give American 
service members who 
liberated the country 
from Nazi Germany the 
insignia.  

Photo courtesy of 
Patrick McCallister 

By Patrick McCallister
For Veteran Voice

See HONOR page 9  

2012/13 Sunrise Theatre Presenting Sponsors

The Wizard of OZ
June 10th - 14th

The Wizard of OZ
June 10th - 14th

Rapunzel
July 8th - 12th

Rapunzel
July 8th - 12th

Snow White
July 15th - 19th
Snow White

July 15th - 19th
Pinocchio

August 12th - 16th
Pinocchio

August 12th - 16th

31
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as Frank Buckles – the last 
surviving American World 
War I serviceman – America 
will lose its last World War II 
veteran in 24 years, 2037.
Not surprisingly, Clu-

zet-Bertot said France has 
had its greatest success at 
finding WWII service mem-
bers involved in its liberation 
in the Sunshine State. 
“We have been fortunate 

here in Florida to recognize 
a lot of veterans,” she said. 
“They retire here. Florida is 
on top of the list regarding 
this.” 
She said so far more than 

1,000 Florida vets have re-
ceived the insignia of Knight 
in the Order of the Legion of 
Honor. The Florida Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, 
which is not related to the 
federal department, esti-
mates there are 1.6 million 
veterans of all ages in the 
state. Florida is one of only 
four states with more than 1 
million veterans.  
Like many, Ervin headed 

to Florida after he retired. 
Raised in New Jersey, he 
studied chemistry at Rut-
gers. After graduating, he got 
married to Peggy and entered 
the Army. That was in 1942. 

Ervin commanded Company 
A, 3rd Chemical Mortar Bat-
talion, during the liberation 
of France. After 449 days in 
combat from Africa north-
ward, he was never injured. 
“I never got a Purple Heart, 

because I never broke skin,” 
he said. 
Ervin got five more college 

degrees and did research 
and development for the 
Army until he retired in 
1970. Peggy died about nine 
years ago. He wasn’t looking 
to be awarded the insignia. 
“It was my girlfriend that 

pushed me to do this,” Ervin 
said of Clare Gower. “She’s 
my best friend and longtime 
companion.” 
Cluzet-Bertot said WWII 

veterans can find out more 
about being awarded the 
insignia by visiting the 
consulate’s website, consul-
france-miami.org. There’s an 
application at the site. 
“You send it to the French 

consulate and we (handle) 
all the red tape for you,” she 
said. 
Ervin was happy to receive 

his. 
“I’m gratified that finally the 

French government gave us 
that honor,” he said. “It’s a 
delightful honor and it was a 
delightful ceremony.”  

Statement from Secretary 
of Defense Chuck Hagel 
on sexual assault 
prevention and response
      Last month, I asked the 

Department of Defense’s Office of 
General Counsel to review Article 
60 of the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice (UCMJ) after a command-
er dismissed an Air Force officer’s 
court-martial conviction for sexual 
assault, using the authority pro-
vided by Article 60.  
  That review, conducted in con-
junction with military justice 
experts in the military services, 
the judge advocates general of the 
military departments, the service 
secretaries and service chiefs, is 
now complete. Today I am direct-
ing the Office of General Counsel 
to prepare legislation for Congress 
to amend Article 60 in two ways:  
   First, eliminating the discre-
tion for a convening authori-
ty to change the findings of a 
court-martial, except for certain 
minor offenses that would not ordi-

narily warrant trial by court-mar-
tial. While convening authorities 
would no longer have the ability to 
dismiss charges for serious offens-
es like sexual assault, defendants 
would continue to have access to a 
robust system of appeal rights.  
  Second, requiring the convening 
authority to explain in writing any 
changes made to court-martial 
sentences, as well as any changes 
to findings involving minor offens-
es. The intent is to ensure that 
convening authorities are required 
to justify — in an open, transpar-
ent, and recorded manner — any 
decision to modify a court martial 
sentence.  
  These changes, if enacted by 
Congress, would help ensure that 
our military justice system works 
fairly, ensures due process, and is 
accountable. These changes would 

HONOR from page 8

See HAGEL page 10  

From the Department of Defense

31
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increase the confidence of service 
members and the public that the 
military justice system will do 
justice in every case. The changes 
have the full support of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the service 
secretaries. I look forward to 
working with Congress on these 
proposals and others to improve 
accountability for these crimes.  
  Despite the attention and efforts 
of senior leaders throughout the 
Department of Defense, it is clear 
the department still has much 
more work to do to fully address 
the problem of sexual assault in 
the ranks. This crime is dam-
aging this institution. There 
are thousands of victims in the 
department, male and female, 
whose lives and careers have 
been upended, and that is unac-
ceptable. The current situation 
should offend every single service 
member and civilian who, like 
me, is proud of their association 
with the United States military.  
  I am currently reviewing other 
options and actions to strength-
en the department’s prevention 

and response efforts, and will 
announce those decisions and 
actions soon. Consistent with the 
2013 National Defense Authori-
zation Act, I will soon be naming 
individuals to sit on indepen-
dent panels to review and assess 
the systems used to investigate, 
prosecute, and adjudicate crimes 
involving sexual assault, and 
judicial proceedings of sexual 
assault cases. I will closely review 
their recommendations when 
complete.  
  I am committed to implement-
ing measures that bring about 
tangible change and real results. 
Addressing the problem of sexual 
assault will remain a top priority 
for the department’s leaders for 
as long as this crime continues to 
hurt our people and weaken the 
force.  
  Secretary of Defense 
Charles Hagel
 

  Department of Defense Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response 
Initiatives can be found at: 
http://www.defense.gov/news/
DoDSexualAssaultPreventionan-
dResponseInitiatives.pdf.

HAGEL from page 9

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Leave out
  5. Salt water candy
 10. Suffragist Carrie 

Chapman
 14. Northeastern Pennsyl-

vania
 15. Be in accord
 16. 6th Jewish month
 17. Young sheep
 18. Mary mourning Jesus
 19. Wolf (Spanish)
 20. A public promotion
 21. A lyric poem
 22. City of Angels
 23. Annual
 27. Cinctures
 30. Military mailbox
 31. One and only
 32. Rushed
 35. Press onward forcibly
 38. Apprehends
 42. Guinea currency to 

1985
 43. Master of ceremonies
 44. Swiss river
 45. W. Samoan monetary 

unit
 46. Los Angeles team 

member
 47. Native of Bangkok
 48. One point E of due N
 50. The self
 52. Humiliated
 54. Disposed to take risks
 57. Atomic number 13
 58. Foot digit
 60. Three-toed-sloth
 61. Chopped beef and 

potatoes
 64. Spanish appetizers
 66. Crust-like healing 

surface
 68. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese
 69. Slides without control
 70. Add alcohol beverages
 71. Showing
 72. Medieval merchant 

guild
 73. Current units
 

 CLUES DOWN
   1. Applied over
  2. Gettysburg Union Gen.
  3. Inches per minute 

(abbr.)
  4. The bill in a restaurant
  5. Draw on
  6. Currency exchange fee
  7. 19th C. Polish com-

poser
  8. A festival or feast
  9. Affirmative
 10. UC Berkeley
 11. Rapid bustling move-

ment
 12. Dining, coffee or game
 13. Region surrounding 

ancient Troy
 24. Rad squared
 25. An old phonograph 

record
 26. Sang in a Swiss folk 

style
 27. Guided the car
 28. Exclamation of surprise
 29. A senate member
 32. Very fast airplane
 33. Myanmar monetary unit
 34. Right angle building 

wing

 36. Returned merchandise 
authorization

 37. “Rubber Ball” singer 
Bobby

 39. Express pleasure
 40. Women’s undergar-

ment
 41. 3rd largest whale
 49. Exist
 51. The 4th state
 52. Expressed pleasure
 53. Cutting part of a knife
 55. Civil Rights group
 56. Makes taunting 

remarks
 58. = 100 paisa in Bangla-

desh
 59. American steam engi-

neer James
 62. Golfer Snead
 63. Type of health insur-

ance
 64. Thyroid-stimulating 

hormone
 65. Point midway between 

S and SE
 66. Patti Hearst’s captors
 67. E. British University 

river

Crossword

30
92

sudoKu

31
99



VETERAN VOICE • THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE • APRIL 19, 2013 • 11

30
93

ADOPTION

ADOPTION  Married, Financially 
Secure Loving Couple Wish to 
Adopt Baby.  We Wish To Bring 
Love, Joy, and Music To a Child’s 
Life.  Please Call Kathleen and 
Adam.  1-800-395-5449  FL Bar 
# 307084

ADOPTION  
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST 
IN LIFE!  Many Kind, Loving, 
Educated & Financially Secure 
Couples Waiting.  Living & Med-
ical Expenses Paid.  Counseling 
& Transportation Provided.  For-
mer Birth Moms on Staff!  FLOR-
IDA ADOPTION LAW GROUP, 
P.A.   Jodi Sue Rutstein, M.S.W., 
J.D.  Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., 
J.D.  1-800-852-0041  Confiden-
tial 24/7 (#133050&249025)

SURROGATE MOTHERS 
NEEDED
Most generous compensation 
/ benefits offered anywhere.  
Starting At $25,000!  Healthy, 
non-smoking women 21-39, 
prior birth, no complications, no 
criminal record.  Confidential, 
Compassionate Service  941-
741-4994  openarmsconsul-
tants.com

MISCELLANEOUS

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! 
BUNDLE & SAVE with AT&T 
Internet+Phone+TV and get a 
FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Se-
lect plans). HURRY, CALL NOW! 
800-327-5381

DISH Network. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & 
High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where available.) 
SAVE! Ask About SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL Now! 1-888-
927-0816  

Do you Take Cialis/ Viagra?  
There’s an Herbal Alterative 
that’s Safe/ Effective.  VigorCare 
For Men the perfect alternative 
to other products, with similar 
results.  60 Pills /99.00  plus S 
&H  1-888-886-1041 ,  herbal-
remedieslive.com

Every baby deserves a healthy 
start. Join more than a million 
people walking and raising 
money to support the March of 
Dimes. The walk starts at march-
forbabies.org.

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Dig-
ital Phone-Satellite. You’ve Got 
A Choice! Options from ALL 
major service providers. Call us 
to learn more! CALL Today. 888-
708-7137

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL *  
Get a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite 
System installed for Free and 
programming starting at $19.99/
mo.  Free HD/DVR upgrade for 
new callers, Call Now.  1-800-
795-7279

ROTARY MEMBERS have 
helped immunize more than 2 
billion children in 122 countries!  
Locate the nearest club at www.
rotary.org.  This message provid-
ed by PaperChain and your local 
community paper.

SERVICES/Miscellaneous

ADOPTION  866-633-0397  
Unplanned Pregnancy?  Pro-
vide your baby with a loving, 
financially secure family.  Living/
Medical/Counseling expenses 
paid.  Social worker on staff.  Call 
Compassionate Attorney Lauren 
Feingold  (FL Bar#0958107) 24/7  
(Place Under Special Notices, 
Adoption, or Attorney-Legal

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?  Talk with caring 
adoption expert.  You choose 
from families nationwide.  LIV-
ING EXPENSES PAID.  Call 
24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions.  866-413-6298.  FL 
License #100013125

EDUCATION/                 
INSTRUCTION

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train 
for hands on Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if quali-
fied – Housing available CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-314-6283.  

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / 
AVIONICS  NOW TRAINING 
PILOTS!  Financial aid if quali-
fied.  Job placement assistance.  
Call National Aviation Academy!  
FAA Approved.  Classes Starting 
Soon!  1-800-659-2080   NAA.
edu  

Finish your H.S. Diploma from 
home! Start today! Nationally 
accredited. Only $399. EZ pay. 
Established 1999. BBB accred-
ited. www.diplomaathome.com   
Call 1-877-661-0678  

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA From 
Home 6-8 Weeks  Accredited  
Get A Diploma!  Get A Job!  No 
Computer Needed!  Free Bro-
chure  1-800-264-8330  www.
diplomafromhome.com  Benja-
min Franklin High School

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!!! 
Study online. Grades 6-12. 
Transfer credits from your previ-
ous high school. SACS accred-
ited – recognized by colleges. 
CALL NOW! 1-888-820-0015 
www.americanhighschool.us

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here 
– Train ONLINE for Allied Health 
and Medical Management. Job 
placement assistance. Comput-
er and Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV authorized. Call 888-
203-3179 www.CenturaOnline.
com  

FINANCIAL

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash 
Now!! Injury Lawsuit Dragging? 
Need $500-$500,000++ within 
48/hours? Low rates Apply Now 
By Phone! 1-800-568-8321. 
www.lawcapital.com   

FOR SALE

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR 
EGGS!  Buy a Harris Bed Bug 
Kit. Complete Room Treatment 
Solution. Odorless, Non-Stain-
ing.   Available online homede-
pot.com (NOT IN STORES)

Kill Roaches! Buy Harris Roach 
Tablets. Eliminate Bugs-Guar-
anteed. No Mess, Odorless, 
Long Lasting. Available at Ace 
Hardware, The Home Depot, 
Homedepot.com

STOP GNAT & MOSQUITO 
BITES! Buy Swamp Gator Nat-
ural Insect Repellent. Family/
Pet Safe. Repels No-See-Ums. 
Available at Ace Hardware, The 
Home Depot. 

HELP WANTED

A Few Pro Drivers Needed!  
Top Pay & 401K  Class A CDL 
Required  888-592-4752  www.
ad-drivers.com

SURROGATE MOTHER NEED-
ED  Please help us have our 
baby!  Generous Compensation 
Paid.  Call Attorney Charlotte 
Danciu   1-800-395-5449   www.
adoption-surrogacy.com  FL Bar 
# 307084

REAL ESTATE

America’s Best Buy!  20 Acres 
- Only $99/mo!  $0 Down, No 
Credit Checks, Money Back 
Guarantee  Owner Financing.  
West Texas Beautiful Mountain 
Views!  Free Color Brochure  
1-800-755-8953

GEORGIA LAND SALE! Great 
investment! Relax & enjoy coun-
try lifestyle!  Beautifully devel-
oped 1Acre-20Acre homesites. 
Augusta Area. Beautiful weather.  
Low taxes/Low down. Financing 
from $195/month. Call Owner 
706-364-4200

TENNESSEE WATERFRONT 
DEVELOPMENT  WindSwept 
on Cherokee Lake Lot prices 
reduced 30%-70%! Starting @  
$32,000 in Morristown, TN. Near 
Asheville,NC & Knoxville. Details  
865-690-6886 or www.TNwater-
front.com

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL 
ESTATE  Offering unbelievable 
deals on homes and land in the 
beautiful NC mountains.  Call 
for free brochures, foreclosures, 
and area information.  800-924-
2635

AUTOMOBILES - BOATS

CASH FOR CARS  All Cars/
Trucks Wanted.  Running or Not! 
Top Dollar Paid.  We Come To 
You! Any Make/Model.  Call For 
Instant Offer: 1-800-871-9638

CASH FOR CARS! 
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  
Running or Not.  Get a FREE 
Top Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW!  
1-800-558-1097 We’re Local!

IRS PUBLIC AUCTION -ASTON 
MARTIN VANQUISH S-2006 
Coupe, Black, V12. Sale: 5/8/13, 
10:00am.  Sal’s Towing, 4033 NE 
9th Ave. Ft Lauderdale.  Sharon 
Sullivan 954-740-2421 www.
irsauctions.gov

2013 18’ 4PT FISH PONTOON
Mercury 40HP Motor  $17,779 
less 20% = $14,223  Free Deliv-
ery in FL  Astor Marine  24535 
State Rd 40  Astor, FL  32102  
352-759-3655

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor 
opcion para ordenar medica-
mentos seguros y economicos.  
Nuestros servicios de farmacia 
con licencia Canadiense e Inter-
nacional te proveeran con ahor-
ros de hasta el 90 en todas las 
medicinas que necesites.  Llama 
ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y obten 
$10 de descuento con tu primer 
orden ademas de envio gratuito. 

Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed Ca-
nadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings 
of up to  90 percent on all your 
medication needs. Call today 
1-800-749-6515, for  $10.00 off 
your first prescription and free 
shipping.

$ Get Paid to Lose Weight!  Mak-
ers of SPR Raspberry Ketone 
need Testimonials & will pay per 
pound.  CALL for details 877-
469-2551

VIAGRA/ CIALIS!  
Save $500.00! Get 40 
100mg/20mg Pills, for only-$99! 
+4-Bonus Pills FREE!  #1 Male 
Enhancement. Discreet Ship-
ping. Buy The Blue Pill Now 1- 
888-800-1280

CLASSIFIEDS 31
00

31
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- Presents -

2013 Lincoln 
Day Dinner
Wednesday, May 1st

RSVP Today! Seating Limited to 300 and
Reservations are expected to go quickly

VIP PACKAGE: $225 per person
VIP Package includes a Private Reception with 
Senator Rubio with an Open Bar, Passed Hors d’ 
oeuvres, and a Photograph with Senator Rubio, and 
VIP Dinner Seating

Dinner Only 
$12500 /pp

Polish American Club
343 NW Prima Vista Blvd., 

Port St. Lucie
For payment options, or more information, please contact REC Secretary 

Mary Ann Russell at (954) 830-8368. For more information, 
call the REC Office at (772) 249-0460

Cocktails (Cash Bar): 6:00 PM
* Dinner (Surf & Turf): 7:00 PM

VIP Reception (See Below): 6:00 PM
BLACK TIE OPTIONAL

The Honorable
MARCO
RUBIO

U.S. Senator, Florida

Featuring Keynote Speaker
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Are You Climbing A Mountain of 
Debt that Never Seems to End?
OK…so you’ve finally decided to
file bankruptcy ...
Don’t start singing the “Bankruptcy 
Blues” just yet…With our unique 
approach to debt resolution,
we may be able to help you AVOID
bankruptcy!
Get the relief you deserve!  
Let us show you how to get rid of debt...
regain your self-esteem...
start sleeping again...
and learn how to sing “Hallelujah”.
Get rid of debt, fear and guilt in 30 days or less!
Start living again!
Don’t wait...

Call now to find out if BANKRUPTCY is 
really right for you.

772-834-5021

Remember, bankruptcy is not the end…..it’s the beginning
of a better life!

Serving the Entire Treasure Coast

Jon L. Martin Law office
901 Southwest Martin Downs Boulevard

Suite 309, Palm City

772-834-5021
www.jonlmartinlaw.com

32
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