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 The Italian American Civic As-
sociation Vero Beach is getting its 
swing ready for area veterans. On 

Saturday, Feb. 16, it’ll host the 
premier Valentine Salute to Our 
Vets. 
“We’re hoping for thousands,” 

Larry Toscano, president, said. “If 
we get 1,000, that would be nice. 

We’d like 2,000-3,000.” 
Toscano served in the Army from 

1968 to 1971, including time in 
Vietnam. His blood runs green. 
“My father was in World War II 

in the Philippines,” he said. 
Ray Giustizia, said the associa-

tion hasn’t rounded out its plan-
ning, but the salute will be from 

11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
at Corporate Air, 
3100 Airport Drive 
West, Vero Beach 
Municipal Airport.  
“We’re going to 

A Valentine’s Day salute to veterans
Italian-American club says ‘thank you for your service’ with food, 
entertainment, vehicle and aircraft displays Feb. 16

By Patrick McCallister
For Veteran Voice Ray Giustizia

Following in 
Molly’s footsteps

Vero Beach’s Nikki Gib-
son has a Purple Heart 
to show that women do 
just fine under fire — 
well, a Purple Heart and 
the opinions of sever-
al Army buddies she 
served alongside in Iraq.
“I said, ‘I just want to 

be treated like one of the 
guys,’” she said. “By the 
end of me touring, I was 
just a cool guy with long 
hair. That’s all I am. You 
have to prove yourself 
and be strong.” 
Last week, Defense 

Secretary Leon E. Pa-
netta and Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
announced rescission of 
the 1994 Direct Ground 
Combat Definition and 
Assignment Rule for 
women. In other words, 
the Defense Department 
is opening more combat 

Despite last week’s 
history-making 
announcement, 
women in combat is 
not a new concept

Photo courtesy of Nikki Gibson
U.S. Army military police Sgt. Nikki Gibson in 2006 with her father, David 
Gibson, who retired from the Navy as a gunner’s mate chief. 

‘Molly Pitcher’: An early 
American fighting female

 America’s tradition 
of women soldiers goes 
back to the Continental 
Army. Perhaps most 
famous of the pioneering 
women warriors is Mary 
Ludwig Hays McCauley, 
better known as Molly 
Pitcher.
   During the Battle of 

Monmouth, McCauley 
was keeping soldiers 
hydrated, bravely run-
ning with water through 
hailstorms of musket 
and cannon fire. Her 
husband, John Hays, 
was injured, so McCau-
ley took his place on a 

cannon team. After the 
battle where she proved 
her mettle many times 
over, Gen. George Wash-
ington issued a field 
warrant making McCau-
ley a non-commissioned 
officer. She was nick-
named “Sergeant Molly.” 
   Some note there’s a 

similar story about Mar-
garet Corbin, so doubt 
both stories’ authen-
ticity. Others hold that 
the similarity is a result 
of many more women 
serving in the Continen-
tal Army than is often 
believed. See WOMEN page 3  

By Patrick McCallister
For Veteran Voice

See VALENTINE’S page 4  
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Photo courtesy of Andrea Coy
Sebastian City Councilwoman Andrea 
Coy served 21 years in the U.S. Army and 
volunteered for operations Desert Shield 
and Storm, but the Army wouldn’t allow 
her to go.

Photo courtesy of Nikki Gibson
Nikki Gibson smiles from her Humvee in 2005 during her first deployment to Iraq.
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roles to women. Gibson said her 
Facebook page — which includes 
many friends she served with in 
Iraq — immediately lit up with 
discussions about the announce-
ment. 
 “My Facebook has been flooded 

with questions and answers,” she 
said. “A lot of my male counter-
parts say, ‘I’d rather have Gibson 
as my gunner.’” 
The 28-year-old Army veteran 

did two deployments to Iraq, 
2005 and 2007. The expert 
shooter was a military police 
officer and did the same jobs as 
men in her unit, and a few they 
couldn’t. Iraq, Gibson said, has 
a culture with deeply-held con-
victions about men not touching 
women. The culture didn’t make 
exceptions for MPs searching for 
bombs and guns.    
“As a female, I’m allowed to 

search other females, and that 
lowered the danger,” she said.  
“(Men) used to not search the 
females; they weren’t allowed 
to. They didn’t want to ruffle the 
feathers.” 
She said combat is gender-neu-

tral and that has more to do with 
minds than bodies.
“Personally, I had no problem in 

firefights,” she said. “I have wit-
nessed certain males drop down 
in the turret and start crying. I’ve 
seen males not react as well as 
certain females would.” 
John Howard, a Korean War 

veteran, said he’s certain that 
Gibson and other women are 
fine and courageous fighters, but 
thinks that the military is likely 
amiss to open more combat roles 
to them. Howard was an officer 
who helped integrate black sol-
diers in the Army. He supported 
racial integration. 
“My experience in combat, black 

soldiers performed — they were 
great soldiers,” he said. “The 
black soldier was ready to endure 
any hardship of any other soldier, 
no matter the race.” 
Howard said that women are, 

generally, simply not built for 
the rigors of continuous field 
combat. However, he said that 

women could in general be better 
equipped for certain kinds of 
modern combat and the military 
should consider using them in 
those roles.    
Sgt. Thomas Kielbasa, spokes-

man for the Florida National 
Guard, said that defense sec-
retary’s announcement didn’t 
just open all combat positions 
to women. He said there’ll be 
a process of reviewing how the 
changes will happen on a job-by-
job basis. About 15 percent of 
the 10,000 Florida Army National 
Guard members are women. 
“We’re going to wait for spe-

cific announcements from the 
(Department of Defense) as to 
how this’ll be implemented in 
the Florida National Guard,” he 
said. “Here in Florida, we have 12 
(military occupational specialties) 
that right now are unavailable 
to women. There are none in the 
Florida Air National Guard.” 
Those jobs include positions in 

the special forces, field artillery, 
infantry, combat engineering and 
cavalry.  
Andrea Coy said she has no 

doubt women will perform with 
valor and proficiency as they 
fill more combat roles. Master 
Sgt. Coy is now a Sebastian City 
Council member in her fourth 
term. She served 21 years in the 
Army, starting in 1976.   
“I volunteered for (operations 

Desert Shield and Storm),” she 
said. “They would not allow me 
to leave my post. I volunteered to 
go.” 
Coy was in the Army at a time 

of large gender changes. In 1967, 
Congress repealed a law that kept 
the military at only 2 percent 
women. The draft ended in 1973, 
and guys weren’t rushing to re-
cruiters to volunteer. The defense 
department started courting 
women to fill jobs. In 1975 ser-
vice academies opened to women. 
By the 1980s, about 10 percent 
of service members were women. 
“I was invited by colonels to 

please be the first woman in their 
units,” Coy said. 
There are slightly more than 

202,000 women among the 
military’s 1.4 million active-duty 
members, according to Defense 

Department reports. In the last 
decade, about 280,000 were 
deployed in support of operations 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom. The recent announce-
ment builds on a 2012 policy 
change that opened more than 
14,000 additional positions to 
women. 
Gibson and Coy said that wom-

en should prove themselves phys-
ically and mentally qualified for 
combat positions before getting 
them. If they do prove themselves 
fit, both women said they should 
get those jobs. 
“I don’t think females can do ab-

solutely everything,” Gibson said. 
“It depends on the individual.” 

Coy noted that she excitedly 
signed up for airborne training 
when it was offered to her, but 
didn’t have the needed up-
per-body strength.   
“No matter how many times they 

ran me up to the pull-up bar, I’m 
just not built for pull-ups,” she 
said. “I could not do the pull-
ups.” 
Kielbasa said the Florida Nation-

al Guard, like all branches of the 
service, is diverse and members 
are judged on performance alone. 
“It’s a historic decision,” he said. 

“I can’t speak for everyone on 
this, but it’s going to be inter-
esting. People will look back and 
realize it was historic.” 

WOMEN from page 1
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ment Account (IRA), we can help you do it without 
paying taxes or penalties. And you can feel confident 
that someone is looking out for you and your 401(k).

To find out why it makes sense to talk with  
Edward Jones about your 401(k) options,  
call or visit your local financial advisor today.
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Gold star mom keeps son’s dream alive

Photo courtesy of Fran Wilson
Fran Wilson of the Lance Cpl. Justin Wilson Memorial Foundation stands with the first family the Foundation flew to meet a de-
ployed or returning soldier. The photo was taken at the 2012 Ride for Heroes event. From left, Babs Kincaid, mother of Marine Sam 
Trausneck; Fran Wilson’s sister, Honor Ruggiero; Fran Wilson; niece Donna Forte; and William Trausneck, brother of Sam Trausneck.

   PALM CITY — Fran Wilson is 
proud to be a Gold Star mother, 
but it’s a title she never wanted.  
She became a Gold Star mom 
when her son, Marine Lance Cpl. 
Justin Wilson, was killed by an 
improvised explosive device in 
Afghanistan on March 22, 2010. 
He was 24.
   Fran Wilson was there when 

her son boarded his bus for 
deployment. She was able to 
hug him and tell him she loved 
him.  He told her how much it 
meant to him to have her there 
and asked her to be there when 
he returned. She promised she 
would be there and she was, 
when his body was returned 
home.
   Fran Wilson and other family 

members wanted to make sure 
that all deploying soldiers had 
someone to see them off and 
greet them when they returned.  
  She started the Lance Cpl. 

Justin Wilson Memorial Foun-
dation to raise funds for family 
members or friends who could 
not afford the trip to see service 
members deploy or see them 
return. She wants to honor Jus-
tin’s wish that no member of the 
armed services leaves or returns 
home feeling alone.
   The Foundation has guide-

lines for giving assistance. The 
serviceman must make the 
request through a commanding 
officer or chaplain, to ensure 

By Shelley Koppel
Staff writer

open the show with the American 
flag and three jumpers with red, 
white and blue smoke,” Giustizia 
said. 
Those jumpers will be members 

of the Special Forces Association 
Parachute Team.  
From there Rhett “Patriotic” 

Palmer, Mayor of the Airwaves, 
will take the mic to host events. 
Palmer’s AM 1370 show is broad-
casted from West Palm Beach 
from 6 to 10 a.m., then again at 3 
to 5 p.m. 
Among other acts, Palmer will 

introduce Letters from Home, an 
Andrews Sisters tribute ensem-
ble. The Andrews Sisters were 
immortalized by their 1941 hit, 
Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy and 
tireless entertaining of American 
soldiers, sailors and Marines 

during World War II.  
“We’re not sure of other enter-

tainment yet,” Giustizia said. 
On deck for displays and shows 

are Merritt Island’s Florida 
Biplanes and Helicopters with 
a 1940 Waco UPF-7 and maybe 
1953 Hiller UH-12B Helicopter to 
give rides; Fort Pierce’s National 
Navy UDT-SEAL Museum; and 
the Army. 
“We’re offering rides to the pub-

lic and we’ll have a special rate 
for veterans,” Mark Grainger, 
owner of Florida Biplanes, said. 
Food and drinks will be for sale. 

Admission is $15 in advance and 
$20 at gate. Children under 12 
can get in for free. For tickets 
and information, call the asso-
ciation at (772) 778-1522. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the American 
Civic Association Charities of 
Vero Beach.  

VALENTINE’S from page 1

See WILSON page 6  
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PORT ST. LUCIE — Treasure 
Coast High School’s Lt. Col. 
Joseph Cavallaro, who heads the 
school’s Air Force JROTC unit, 
received a different kind of con-
gratulations from his class after 
being named one of the three 
finalists for the district’s Teacher 
of the Year award.
“Hooah!” his class of cadets 

chanted to a room full of St. Lucie 
County School Board members, 
which included retiring Super-
intendent Michael Lannon, who 
praised Cavallaro for his stellar 
five years of work to build the 
JROTC program to a Distin-
guished Unit with Merit honor.
“You’re modeling what great 

teaching and leadership is all 
about. We’re really proud of you,” 
Lannon said. “How well you’ve 
been able to compete with other 
units in the region is a reflection 
on instruction and a reflection on 
passion and caring on the devel-
opment of young people.”
Principal Denise Rodriguez said 

the school is blessed to have Ca-
vallaro on campus.

War hero Teacher of the Year finalist
By Nicole Rodriguez
Staff writer

See TEACHER page 6  

Mitch Kloorfain/chief photographer
Denise Rodriguez, principal of Treasure Coast High School, congratulates Lt. Col. Joseph Cavallaro, who heads the school’s Air Force 
JROTC unit upon being named one of the top three teachers in the district. Ceremonies to choose the St. Lucie County Teacher of 
the Year will take place during the annual Night of the Stars celebration Saturday, Feb. 23 at Lincoln Park Academy.

Ivy League is an Approved child care provider that meets all  equirements and 
standards as defined in the Operation Military Child Care (OMCC) program. This 
means your childcare center has its State Child Care License and has a current 
annual inspection and Free of any
disqualifying incidents.

ivy  league
PREScHOOL acadEmy
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License #C19SL0049
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that the request is legitimate. 
The service member can request 
family or friends.
  “They can have whoever they 

want,” Wilson said. “We’ve 
brought a mother and brother 
and a mother and sister. One 
trip was to San Diego and one to 
Camp Lejeune.”
  The foundation is small for 

now. Wilson has help from her 
husband and her brother, but 
basically, she is making the ar-
rangements.
  “I don’t want to get over-

whelmed,” she said.  
“We’re starting off small, to work 
out the kinks. I’m booking the 
airline tickets and hotels.”
  Wilson would welcome vol-

unteer assistance from travel 
professionals. She doesn’t have 
much notice about dates of de-
ployment and return and reser-
vations often have to be changed. 
Having professional assistance 
might make it possible to help 
more families down the line.
  To raise funds, the Foundation 

is planning a Riding for Heroes 
bicycle ride on March 10. There 
will be rides of 104, 60 and 40 
miles, all beginning at Justin 

Wilson Memorial Park in Palm 
City. There will be family activi-
ties at the park, including a bike 
rodeo, music by DJ JON, fire 
rescue demonstrations, an egg 
hunt, magician and surprises. 
Wilson’s goal is to raise $10,000.
   Sponsors for the event include 

the Martin County Commission-
ers, Hair Cuttery, Publix, Mar-
tin County Fire Rescue and the 
Martin County Sheriff’s Office. 
Wilson’s goal is to raise $10,000.
   For Fran Wilson, it is all 

about honoring Justin’s wishes.
    “If I can help one or two 

families a year, I’ve kept Justin’s 
dream alive and given them a gift 
I never got to have,” she said.

   For more information about the 
Justin Wilson Memorial Founda-
tion or the Riding for Heroes bike 
ride on March 10, visit the web-
site, www.justinswings.org. 
   Registration for the bike ride 

begins at 6:30 a.m. The cost is 
$35 in advance and $40 cash on 
the day of the event.   Family Fun 
activities run from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
The fee is $5 for ages 8 and up.
 Donations may be made at the 

website or by sending contribu-
tions to Justin’s Wings, P.O. Box 
2414, Palm City, FL, 34991.

WILSON from page 4

“We are just so fortunate to have 
Lt. Cavallaro working with our 
students. He has been a teacher 
leader on our campus,” Rodri-
guez said. “He is a mentor to our 
teachers and a mentor to our stu-
dents. This is truly a facilitator of 
education.”
During last week’s classroom 

surprise, Cavallaro joked he’s 
usually never at a loss for words, 
but his nomination was an excep-
tion – almost.
“I’m almost speechless,” Caval-

laro said to a roar of laughter 
and applause. “I really, really 
am so honored and so proud to 
be standing here with all of you 
folks.”
The 32-year Air Force veteran’s 

tenure in the military included 
educating service members in 
such areas as instrument train-
ing and special procedures for 
pilots. Cavallaro also was a chief 
of Training and instruction pilot 
and training instructor for both 
pilots and non-pilots on state-of-
the-art cockpit instrumentation 
for evaluation of advanced cock-
pit design.
Cavallaro said the sky has al-

ways been like a second home.
“I wanted to serve and I want-

ed to fly,” he said. “Flying has 
always been my passion.”
At Treasure Coast High School, 

where St. Lucie West and Tradi-
tion students are zoned, Cavalla-
ro has worked closely with local 
organizations to have his 130 Air 

Force cadets participate in pa-
rades, field trips, volunteer expe-
riences and other events off-cam-
pus. He even started a “random 
act of kindness” initiative that 
honors students who exemplify 
school expectations.
After seeing combat in oper-

ations Desert Shield, Desert 
Storm, Iraqi Freedom and Just 
Cause in Panama, Cavallaro said 
teaching is the most challenging 
yet fulfilling career he’s ever been 
tasked with.
“This job is the most rewarding 

and also the toughest job I’ve ever 
had in my life. The responsibility 
is just awesome,” Cavallaro said. 
“It’s humbling and very ground-
ing how we affect these young 
folks.”
“It’s amazing what effect you 

have and a lot of times you don’t 
realize it until later on,” the mar-
ried father of two and grandfather 
of two said. “They come back 
later and say, ‘It’s amazing what 
you did for me.’”
Out of approximately 2,500 

teachers in the district, three 
finalists were picked by a com-
mittee of former Teacher of the 
Year award winners, principals 
and district administrators. Fort 
Pierce Central High School math 
instructor Harry B. Williams and 
Fairlawn Elementary teacher and 
technology specialist Loryn Black 
were selected alongside Cavallaro.
The 2014 Teacher of the Year 

will be announced Feb. 23 at the 
annual Night of the Stars awards 
ceremony at Lincoln Park Acad-
emy.

TEACHER  from page 5
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FEBRUARY 8th -16th

“Our Agricultural Heritage”

Ag Education Events & Activities

• Visit the Environmental Building •

★   CONCERTS   ★

• MOONSHINE BANDITS •
Saturday, February 9

• GOSPEL MUSIC •
Sunday, February 10

• FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE •
Tuesday, February 12

• JANA KRAMER •
Thursday, February 14

• LATIN MUSIC NIGHT •
Saturday, February 16

The Great American
Craft Show

February 11th Special • $1.00 OFF Adm with this AD

★    ★    ★   DAILY   ★    ★    ★ 
THE SQUALUS SEA LIONS

Splish Splashing Fun!

PAUL BUNYAN LUMBERJACK
Thrilling Action Packed Shows!

MARTIN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
FIND YOUR FUN AT: www.martincountyfair.com

SENIORS DAY • $3
Tuesday, February 12

Special Hours - 11am to 3pm
General Adm: 4:30-6pm $5   after 6pm $10

MERRY-GO-ROUND • FERRIS WHEEL
★      ★      ★

LIVESTOCK SHOWS:
POULTRY SHOW
Saturday 2/09 - 3:00pm

RABBIT SHOW
Sunday 2/10 - 2:00pm

SWINE SHOW
Monday 2/11 - 7:00pm

STEER/HEIFER SHOW
Tuesday 2/12 - 7:00pm

SHOWMANSHIP
Swine - Wed 2/13 - 7:00pm

GOAT/LAMB SHOW
Thursday 2/14 - 5:30pm

SHOWMANSHIP
Steer/Heifer - Fri 2/15 - 7:00pm

AUCTION NIGHT
Saturday 2/16 - 5:00pm

Thank You to our Sponsors:
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ARE YOU READY FOR LAORETTI?

 
- Larry Laoretti

Call me at 772-285-6467 for appointment. 
All lessons are given at the Fox Club in Palm City.

17
78Two alignment sticks can be pur-

chased at your local golf/pro shop for 
a nominal fee. I use 2 sticks – one I put 
along my intended line of play and the 
other along my toe line. I 
keep the ball within 6” of the 
intended line with ball inside of stick – 
that will make you swing the club back 
and thru on a fairly straight line. A bad 

player will swing the club outside the stick going back and way 
to the left coming thru causing a slice.

A good player will come inside the stick and go across the stick 
to the right causing a push or hook. The toe line stick will keep 
you parallel to your line – not closed and not open. It is always 
nice to know that you’re hitting the ball where you are aiming.

PRACTICE ALIGNMENT STICKS

Larry’s Golf Tips

of  the Week

More tips to 
follow in 

coming weeks.
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$48..Before 11 AM
$40.....After 11 AM
$30.......After 2 PM

(All Rates Include Cart and Tax)

February
Saturday Special
$40 til 2pM

772-465-8110

1600 SOUTH 3RD ST., FORT PIERCE
For More information or

to Schedule Your Tee Time

From uS1, turn east on Ohio ave., directly behind td bank

CURRENT RATES
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World War II 
survivor still working 
to preserve the legacy

The VAC Warbird Museum is also the 
home of the C-47 ‘Tico Belle.’ From the 

Normandy invasion to Cherbourg, to 
Arnhem, to Bastogne, to the Berlin Airlift 

and much more, this aircraft was there 
-- over 65 years ago. The museum is 

located at 6600 Tico Road in Titusville; 
open seven days a week from 9 a.m.– 5 

p.m.  For more information, 
call (321) 268-1941. 

Photo courtesy
of Terry Yon

  This is the dramatic and true 
story of a World War II veteran who 
participated in some of the most 
important battles of the war. From 
the Normandy invasion to Cher-
bourg, to Arnhem, to Bastogne, to 
the Berlin Airlift and much more, 
this hero was there and saw it all 
— more than 67 years ago. Today, 
this venerable veteran of past bat-
tles continues to educate the pub-
lic about military history and what 
it meant to not only serve in World 
War II, but to have been present, 
when so many sacrificed so much 
in the service of this Country and 
the freedoms that we hold dear.  
   Our veteran’s story begins in 

1942 when “she” was born. I say 
“she” because our hero is an air-
craft and that’s how aircraft are 
often lovingly referred to; but this 
is no ordinary aircraft. It is a Doug-
las C-47 Skytrain. When asked to 
name the most significant weapons 
of World War II, General Dwight 
Eisenhower supposedly listed the 
atomic bomb, the jeep, the bazoo-
ka and the Douglas C-47. The C-47 

purchased by the U.S. Army Air 
Force was the military version of 
the civilian DC-3 airliner. The ma-
jor differences were a bigger engine 
and reinforced floor in the pas-
senger/cargo area, complete with 
tie down rings for securing cargo. 
The personnel door on the left side 
was made much larger to accom-
modate cargo loading. The main 
cargo door opened as a clamshell 
door. The door is large enough to 
accommodate a complete Jeep 
with trailer, or a 37mm anti-tank 
gun. The comfortable airline seat-
ing was also replaced with twen-
ty-eight folding metal seats that 
were installed against the fuselage 
sides. Many C-47 aircraft had their 
tail cone removed and were fitted 
with a glider-towing hook, to fa-
cilitate towing troop carrying glid-
ers like the Waco CG-4 used in 
the D-Day Invasion. As a supply 
plane, the C-47 could carry more 
than 6,000 pounds of cargo with 
a full fuel load. It could also hold 
a fully assembled jeep or a 37mm 
cannon. As a troop transport, it 

By Terry Yon
For Veteran Voice

See TICO BELLE page 10  
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Presents our
annual ...

Dogs & Cats Forever

Come support our
No Kill Animal Shelter & Sanctuary!
saturday, February 9th

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

   Reservations Strongly Suggested

SCOTT “ ELVIS”
NOrTON

Join us for...
     DOOr PrIZES
      SILENT AUCTION

    rAFFLES
      including a

    50-50
         Cash prize Enjoy a Musical Performance by

The Legendary Voice of the King

Full Dinner Buffet provided by silver platter Catering

Proceeds will help support our animalsTickets $60

Dinner
& Show

Casual Dress • Cash Bar • Unlimited Fun!

www.scottelvisnorton.com

Reservations, call Julie Paterson
772-285-7625

The Polish American Club
343 SW Prima Vista Blvd. • Port St. Lucie

Sponsored by
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Sponsored by

Bus Admission:
$10 / person

General Admission:
$25 / carload

VIP Admission:
$50 / person

Call (772) 223-6659
to purchase tickets

Polo
Charity
Event

www.mollyshouse.org

Presented at Mayaca Polo Club
Polo Match ~ Polo Clinic ~ Car Show

Vendor Area ~ Kid’s Area ~ More!
SATURDAY, FEB. 2, 10AM ~ 3PM
                             Match Starts at Noon 
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Film Music Guild
  4. A rubberized raincoat 
  7. An upper limb
 10. Wander
 12. Biblical name for Syria
 14. Former OSS
 15. Norwegian capital
 16. No. Am. Gamebird Assoc.
 17. Taxis
 18. Ancient Chinese weight 

unit
 20. Third tonsil
 22. Ancient Hebrew measure 

= 1.5 gal.
 23. Piece of clothing 
 25. Overrefined, effeminate
 28. Housing for electronics 
 31. Cut grass
 32. Ghana’s capital
 33. Prof. Inst. of Real Estate
 34. Shares a predicament
 39. Old World buffalo
 40. Loads with cargo
 41. What part of (abbr.)
 42. Partakers
 45. Expressed harsh criticism
 49. Doctors’ group
 50. OM (var.)
 52. A dead body 
 55. Jewish spiritual leader
 57. An almost horizontal 

entrance to a mine
 59. Anglo-Saxon monk (672-

736)
 60. Database management 

system
 61. A swindle in which you 

cheat 
 62. Arabian Gulf
 63. Six (Spanish)
 64. Price label
 65. Black tropical American 

cuckoo
 66. Teletypewriter (abbr.)

  CLUES DOWN
   1. Foam
  2. Tessera
  3. Major ore source of lead
  4. Directors
  5. 9/11 Memorial architect
  6. The goal space in ice 

hockey
  7. The academic world
  8. Standing roast
  9. More (Spanish)
 11. Gram molecule
 13. Head of long hair
 17. Cost, insurance and 

freight (abbr.)
 19. Line of poetry
 21. Originated from
 24. One time only
 26. A civil wrong
 27. Female sheep
 29. Bay Area Toll Authority
 30. Afrikaans
 

33. Hold a particular posture
34. South American Indian
35. Paying attention to
36. Wife of a maharaja
37. Mild yellow Dutch cheese
38. Central Br. province in ndia
39. 4th month (abbr.)
 43. Grooved carpentry joint
 44. Present formally
 46. Skeletal muscle
 47. -__, denotes past
 48. Aba ____ Honeymoon
 51. Young lady
 53. Any of the Hindu sacred 

writing
 54. Where Adam and Eve 

were placed
 56. Promotional materials
 57. Play a role
 58. Arrived extinct

SuDOKu

CrOSSwOrD

17
75New Merchandise

Arriving Daily!
Hurry in for

BEST SELECTION

Ralph Lauren • Juicy Couture,
Calvin Klein & many more. 

772-873-8888
2084 NW Courtyard Circle(Plaza next to Chili’s in SLW)

17
94

Way Below Retail!

Designer Beach,
Resort & Cruisewear

Call
for Hours.
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carried 28 soldiers in full combat 
gear. As a medical airlift plane, it 
could accommodate 14 stretcher 
patients and three nurses. Seven 
basic versions were built, and the 
aircraft was given at least 22 desig-
nations. It was produced in great-
er quantities than any other World 
War II Army transport, and it con-
tinued to serve in both Korea and 
Vietnam. Ultimately, over 10,000 
aircraft were made and served with 
some 90 different countries. Sadly, 
today there are fewer and fewer of 
these beautiful machines that can 
actually fly and show what they 
did so many years ago.
  After supporting many battles 

during WWII and with the success-
ful breaking of the Berlin Block-
ade, our aircraft was no longer 
needed by the United States and in 
1950 the Norwegian Air Force took 
delivery of her, as part of the lend-
lease program.  In 1956 she was 
transferred to the Royal Danish Air 
Force, where her duty assignment 
was to transport the Royal Fami-
ly of Denmark. In 1982 with more 
than 13,500 flying hours, the Roy-
al Danish Air Force finally retired 
her.  
   This is where the Valiant Air 

Command was truly honored to 
have the opportunity to offer such 
a valuable part of history a home.  
VAC members, with the help of 
Royal Danish Air Force pilots, 
ferried her to the United States.  

During the latter part of the ‘80s 
and the ‘90s she visited many air-
shows and toured around the na-
tion as a flying museum; educating 
thousands about her battle heri-
tage and of the legacy of those who 
sacrificed so much in the service of 
their country. Along the way, she 
acquired her WWII-type nose art 
and became known far and wide as 
The Valiant Air Command’s “TICO 
Belle;” after the Titusville/Cocoa 
airport where she is based. 
 Sadly, in 2001, returning from 

an airshow, her landing gear col-
lapsed in a severe wind condition. 
This necessitated the replacement 
of the landing gear, both engines 
and propellers from sudden stop-
page and extensive sheet metal 
and skin work.  Because we are a 
volunteer organization, we knew 
such an undertaking would be a 
long, exhausting and expensive 
proposition and there was some 
initial concern over whether is it 
would be worth the expense and 
effort.  However, it was quickly de-
cided that because of her history, 
battle heritage and the story be-
hind her unbelievable survival, we 
owed it to all of us to restore her, 
so that she could continue educat-
ing present and future generations 
about all that she had seen and 
done. We are proud to say that in 
July of 2008, after the long effort 
by countless volunteers, her en-
gines pumped to life for the first 
time in many years. As the smoke 
and sounds reverberated across 

the parking ramp, there were misty 
eyes in more than a couple of the 
crowd that had gathered to watch 
her breathe once more. With her 
test flights complete, once again 
the Tico Belle, has taken her right-
ful place in vintage warbird forma-
tions, complete with Normandy in-
vasion identification strips. We will 
can look up and truly imagine what 
it must have been like on that fate-
ful June 6th, 1944, 67 years ago. 
A day when the freedom of a world 
hung in the balance as she made 
her way in the pre- dawn darkness 
towards the beaches of Normandy; 
part of one of the largest invasion 
armadas the world has ever seen.
 Today, The “Tico Belle” is a proud 

representative of this hallowed era 

and can be seen at her home base 
at the Valiant Air Command War-
bird Museum. She is even avail-
able for rides, by calling the mu-
seum asking about our C-47 Ride 
Program.
 The Valiant Air Command is a 

501c3 Warbird museum located 
at 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. The 
phone number is (321) 268-1941. 
and the website is www.vacwar-
birds.org

  Retired U.S. Army Col. Terry Yon 
serves as public relations officer for 
the Valiant Air Command Warbird 
Museum in Titusville. He can be 
reached at the museum, (321) 268-
1941 or by email at vacwarbirds@
bellsouth.net. 

TICO BELLE from page 8
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Valiant Air Command Warbird Museum
 6600 Tico Road, Titusville, FL 32780  

(321) 268-1941  • www.vacwarbirds.org
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$1.00 OFFCannot be combined with other offers 
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Business and
Professional Services

17
73Call (772) 204-2409 for INfo

YOUR         MARKETPLACE
Mens Pants

brand new still in package
Size 48 & 50 $5.00 each

772-337-3979

Ring ~ Ladies 14kw
1ct wedding set sz.6½ $1500.

Please contact by email
sandhill1500@yahoo.com

Coffee & End Table set
Whitewash w/ bronze glass

$75  OBO
772-579-8788

Ring ~ Ladies 14kw
1ct wedding set sz.6½ $1500.

Please contact by email
sandhill1500@yahoo.com

Tools & Table Saw
for Sale

call (772) 288-4072 or
(772) 349-1334

2001 Honda Prelude
auto all original

$5,500
(772) 332-1130

No Businesses.
Just Private Parties.

YouR Ad HERE
$15/week per paper

Direct mailed to Everyone!!!
Call 772-204-2409 to place your Ad

Cd Holder
Nice, tall, metal

Only $10
772-337-3979

King 4-poster Rice Bed
Cal/King Mat/bx spring

3 new Cal/King sheet sets
$1200 for all 772-878-8720 

2002 Harley davidson VRSCA 
(V-Rod) parts

Fender, Seats, Braces & much more
Misc. Parts/Jason 772-631-6119

15” porcelain doll
Christmas Around the World
“Christine Noel” with stand

$20 772-337-3979

Sell Your
Personal Items
for only$15.00/week

(772) 204-2409

2002 Harley davidson VRSCA 
(V-Rod) parts

Fender, Seats, Braces & much more
Misc. Parts/Jason 772-631-6119

16” Saddle & matching
Leather bags

$400
(772) 332-1130

Coffee & End Table set
Whitewash w/ bronze glass

$75  OBO
772-579-8788

GE Washing Machine
Super capacity, white

works great
$150 (772) 201-5229

No Businesses.
Just Private Parties.

Sell Your
Personal Items
for only$15.00/week

(772) 204-2409

Windchimes
Handmade from

recycled bicycle wheels
772-341-3600

Cars, Homes,
Household Items

Full size duvet
w/Reversible cover
and pillow shams

$50 or obo 772-626-5069

YouR Ad HERE
$15/week per paper

Direct mailed to Everyone!!!
Call 772-204-2409 to place your Ad

Ring ~ Ladies 14kw
1ct wedding set sz.6½ $1500.

Please contact by email
sandhill1500@yahoo.com

17
79

DESIGN / BUILD LANDSCAPE
Putting Greens • Dog Areas • Playgrounds • Lawns • Patio

Serving the Treasure Coast Since 1985

772-283-4123 18
05

Synthetic
turf

ProjectS

288-4072

Windows and
Pressure CleaningA-1

• Windows
• Gutters
• Pressure Cleaning
• House Cleaning

18
12

by Dennis Vreeland

Licensed & insured18
13

HeadligHt RestoRation
PRessuRe WasHing

We Come to You!

772-260-1874

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING

$10 Off With
this ad!

classic cleaners
“Not the Biggest ...  Simply the Best”

shirt laundry / alterations
2625 Mapp Rd., Palm City    772-283-5200

3307 SE Federal Hwy., Stuart  772-220-1807

M-F 7:30am – 6:00pm
Sat. 9:00am – 1:00pm

18
14

772-485-7111
www.creationsbylinda.net 18

16

Creations
by Linda, L.L.C.

Place Your ...
Valentines Orders Today!

Dinner for 12 / Gala 0f 500
Call ToDay ...

772.324.9472
www. Cuisine 256.com

18
26

jan_macdonald@hotmail.com
860-798-7640 fax: 855.714.5294
Bonded & Insured
List of Services: 
     • home checkS 
     • WeLcome Back PreParatIonS
     • maIL PIck-UP
     • monthLy VIdeo rePortS

“Take the worry out of being away-I’m here”

Palm city home concierge Service

18
32

Jerry BarBieri
agency Owner
office: (772) 621-2600
cell:   (772) 285-3300
j@barbieri.com
2289 S.W. Martin Hwy.,
Palm City, FL 34990

We Insure Florida / Over 100 “A” Rated Companies

18
37

BARBIeRI InsuRAnCe GROup InC.

Visit
www.financialfreedomcash.com

 772-201-5229

Legitimate
Work at Home
Opportunity

18
54
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County Veterans Service Officers
St. Lucie County, Donna Carlsen
Phone: (772) 337-5670
Fax: (772) 337-5678
veterans@stlucieco.org
Dorothy J. Conrad Building
(formerly the Walton Road Annex Bldg.)
1664 S.E. Walton Road, Suite 205
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
By appointment
Mon., Tues, Thurs, Fri * 8:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.
Wed * 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
St. Lucie County Community 
Services Bldg.
(Corner of Avenue D and 7th Street) 437 
N. Seventh St., Fort Pierce, FL 34950
Walk-ins
Mon. and Fri. * 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Brevard Veteran’s Services Office
2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, Bldg. B, 
Suite 102
Viera, FL 32940
Office: (321) 633-2012
Fax: (321) 637-5432
Mon., Tues. and Thurs., 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Wed. and Fri, 8 a.m.-noon
Manager: Glenn McGuffie
Indian River County
Joel Herman
Vero Beach
 2525 St. Lucie Ave.,
Vero Beach, FL 32960 
Ph: (772) 226-1499 
Fax: (772) 770-5038
Sebastian Square 
11602 U.S. 1, Sebastian, FL 32958 
Ph: (772) 589-6597  Fax: (772) 581-4988

Martin County
Tony Reese, Veterans Service Office 
Supervisor
Nick Ciotti, Veterans Service Officer
(772) 288-5448
Veterans Services Office
Martin County Community Services
435 S.E. Flagler Ave., Stuart, FL 34994
Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
VA Life Insurance Ctr., Phil., PA - 
1-800-669-8477 
VA Regional Office - 1-800-827-1000 
VA Medical Ctr, W. Palm Beach - 
1-800-972-8262 
Pharmacy, VA Medical Center - 
1-800-317-8387 
Military Retired Pay Activities, 
Cleveland, OH - (Army, Marine Corps, 
Navy, Air Force ONLY) 
1-800-321-1080 
Military Retired Pay Activities, 
Topeka, KS - (Coast Guard ONLY)
1-800-772-8724 
Survivor Benefits (SBP),
Denver, CO - 1-800-435-3396 
Stuart VA Clinic - (772) 288-0304 
Okeechobee County
Veterans Services office 
 (863) 763-6441, Ext 5. Fax: (863) 763-
0118.
Orlando VA Medical Cente
5201 Raymond St., Orlando, FL 32803
(407) 629-1599 or (800) 922-7521
Telephone Care
(407) 599-1404 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon. - Fri. (800) 645-6895 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon - Fri  (321) 637-3625 
Viera patients
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon. - Fri. (877) 741-3400 
Weekends, holidays, evenings and nights

West Palm Beach Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center
7305 North Military Trail, West Palm 
Beach, FL 33410
(561) 422-8262 or (800) 972-8262 
Telephone Care
(561) 422-6838  (866) 383-9036 
Open 24 hours - 7 days
Viera VA Outpatient Clinic
2900 Veterans Way, Viera, FL 32940
Phone: (321) 637-3788   1 (877) 878-
8387
Mon. - Fri. - 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
St Lucie County PTSD Clinical 
Team (PCT) Outpatient Program
126 S.W. Chamber Court, Port St Lucie, 
FL 34986
Phone: (772) 878-7876
Fort Pierce Community Based
Outpatient Clinic
727 North U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34950
Phone: (772) 595-5150
Fax: (772) 595-6560
St Lucie Community Based 
Outpatient Clinic
128 S.W. Chamber Court, Port Saint 
Lucie, FL 34986
Phone: (772) 344-9288
Stuart Community Based
Outpatient Clinic 
3501 S E Willoughby Boulevard, Stuart, 
FL 34997
Phone: (772) 288-0304
Fax: (772) 288-1371
Vero Beach Community Based
Outpatient Clinic
372 17th St., Vero Beach, FL 32960
Phone: (772) 299-4623
Fax: (772) 299-4632

Important
numbers ...

     Veteran Voice is a weekly publication designed to 
provide information to and about veterans to veterans 
and to the broader community. Veterans are an integral 
part of their Florida communities, which currently have 
individual organizations of their own, such as the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion, the Vietnam 
Veterans of America and many other groups with a nar-
row focus, but no convenient way to connect to a wider 
population of veterans and to the community in general 
within a limited geographic area, their community.
     The mission of Veteran Voice is to publish a weekly 
source of information that will provide, in one place, a 
listing of resources available to veterans, articles about 
changes in policies or organizations affecting veterans 
and events of interest to veterans as well as articles 
about veterans of interest to the general public.
     Veteran Voice LLC is organized as a partnership 
of experienced newspaper executives with an interest 
in veterans and in the communities of Florida veterans 
and friends. VV is a start-up intended to address a per-
ceived lack of information readily available to veterans 
on programs and policies affecting them and objective 
reporting of veteran affairs to the public.
To our knowledge, and based on comments from lead-
ers of local veterans organizations, there was no media 
or website currently meeting this need until the launch 
of VeteranVoice.
We hope you agree, and will support this publication 
with your subscription. Without subscriptions there will 
be a limited number of people we can help, without 
which this mission will not be realized. As part of our 
commitment to supporting local veteran communities, 
we will donate 10 percent of our profits each quarter 
to qualified veteran charities recommended by you, 
our readers and subscribers. Please let us know what 
you think by emailing editor@veteranvoiceweekly.com 
or mailing your comments to us at 1919 S.W. South 
Macedo Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL 34984.

our mIssIon statement
anD our obJeCtIVe
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!!!
1 Year Subscription (52 Weeks)

□ Regular .................................... $18/yr

□ Veterans/Active Military......... $12/yr

PAYMENT OPTIONS

□  Enclosed check payable to:
           VETERAN VOICE, LLC.

□ Credit Card 

#_____________________________________

Expiration # _______________   CVC #_______

subsCrIptIon GIFt  Form

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENT TO:
Veteran Voice, LLC. 1919 SW South Macedo Blvd. Port St. Lucie, FL 34984

You may also subscribe by calling (772) 204-2409 or FAX payment info to  (772) 204-2940

BILL TO NAME: ___________________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS: _________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________

GIFT TO NAME: ___________________________________________

GIFT TO ADDRESS: _________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________

Veteran Voice is a weekly newspaper for veterans,
active military, their families and their friends.

Veteran Voice
The Voice of Experience


