
NORTH PORT — On a day of 
national pride, North Port runners 
came together locally Wednesday 
for the 12th annual Firecracker 
5K Run at the Morgan Family 
Community Center. 

Hosted by North Port Parks & 
Recreation, a total of 499 entrants 
took on a course weaving through 
the Morgan Center, a length of 
Price Boulevard and along Heron 
Creek Middle School. 

The run included participants 
of all ages, with parents pushing 
some children in strollers and 
grandparents joining in the race.

With support from friends 
and family, runners worked for 
personal goals. 

“(I am) training for cross coun-
try,” Zane Davis a freshman cross 
country runner for Riverview High 
School, said. “I will be doing this 
run every year starting now.” 

“It’s a great group of people, a 
great cause and a good challenge,” 
said Claire Pedersen, of Fort 
Myers, another 5K participant.

Others came in celebration of 
Independence Day. 

“I love to run on the Fourth of 
July,” Rick McDaniel said. “I have 
been doing it forever; it’s kind of a 
tradition.” 

The 3.1-mile course remained 
inviting to recurring entrants 
looking for the yearly buzz. 

“This is my third year here 

Nearly 500 
take on  

Firecracker 5K
By MANNY ALEXANDER
SUN CORRESPONDENT
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Do you know if you will 
benefit from Amendment 1, 
the proposed third homestead 
exemption slated for the 
November ballot? Property 
appraisers have a tool for that.

Developed by Pinellas 
County Property Appraiser 
Mike Twitty, this tool lets 
residents in 60 of Florida’s  
67 counties see how much 
of a property tax break they 
might get if voters pass the 
amendment, which would go 

into effect Jan. 1, 2019. Baker, 
Clay, Collier, Dixie, Highlands, 
Leon and Orange counties 
declined to participate.

Manatee County Property 
Appraiser Charles Hackney 
said the tool has been avail-
able on his website for about 
two months, but not many 
residents have been asking 
about the amendment.

Homeowners who are not 
already receiving a homestead 
exemption can apply through 
the property appraisers office 
each year by March 1, if the 
home has been owned and 

occupied by Jan. 1 of that year.
The first $25,000 in assessed 

value of a home is exempt of 
all millage rates. There is no 
exemption for assessed value 
from $25,000 to $50,000, or 
from $75,000 to $100,000. The 
second homestead exemp-
tion, between $50,000 and 
$75,000, applies to all millage 
rates except for school millages. 
The proposed third homestead 
exemption is for assessed 
values between $100,000 and 
$125,000, also does not include 
school millages.

In other words, if you rent 

an apartment or your home-
steaded property is not worth 
more than $100,000, you will 
not benefit from this property 
tax exemption. Only residents 
with an assessed value of 
$125,000 or more will receive 
the full benefit.

 There are 86,673 total 
homesteaded properties in 
Manatee County. The sec-
ond homestead exemption 
applies to 78,546 of these 
homes. About 73 percent of 
homesteaded properties, or 

This tool shows you how much of a 
tax break you may get in November

By HANNAH MORSE
BRADENTON HERALD

TAX | 4

The pace of residential 
construction is heating up in 
Charlotte County. 

In May, there were  
167 new building permits, an 
increase of 58 percent over 
May of 2017, said Charlotte 
County Zoning Official Shaun 
Cullinan.

New building permits are 
averaging 124 per month, 

county commissioners learned 
at a recent planning and 
strategy session. Ten of the 
past 12 months the number of 
building permits eclipse those 
in the previous year.

“People are becoming aware 
that Charlotte County is the 
place to be,” Charlotte County 
Commissioner Stephen R. 
Deutsch told the Sun.

A jump in housing con-
struction is good news and 
necessary, said Rosemary 

Mahoney of the Punta Gorda-
Port Charlotte-North Port 
Associations of Realtors.

“We continue to have a 
steady stream of new occu-
pants here, and housing is 
still at a low inventory level,” 
she said.

Busy as the construction 
rate may seem, it’s not 
startling compared to rates 
just before the 2008 crash, 
Cullinan said. “These num-
bers aren’t even close to what 

we had in the boom.”
Following the boom was a 

bust.
“We had some tough 

years, eight or 10 years ago,” 
Deutsch recalled.

It’s not just new planned 
subdivisions that are showing 
up in permits, Cullinan said. 
About half of new permits are 
so-called in fill, or permits 
for long empty lots that were 

Home construction permits
keep heating up in region

By BETSY CALVERT 
STAFF WRITER
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Anthony Caruso doing well during the 
race.

What’s that in the water?

Pure, grade-A 

freedom.
There were flags everywhere. 
Hundreds of people 

paddled their kayaks from 
the shore, securing their 
precious beers in a cooler. 
Floaties, noodles, tubes, 
boats, dogs, superheroes, 
sunglasses and so many 
American flag knick knacks 
and fashion statements 
governed the murky waters 
of Charlotte Harbor to an 
electrifying cover of ACDC’s 
“TNT.”  

How much more American 

can it get? 
Welcome to the Freedom 

Swim, an annual Fourth of 
July swim to Harpoon Harry’s. 
“It’s a non-regulated but 
superb day,” Frederick Vleer, 
of Punta Gorda, said. “There’s 
so much energy.” 

Wearing a matching 
American flag tank top and 
shorts, Michael Haymans, 
the unofficial organizer who 
spearheaded the event, gave a 
few words of encouragement 
to participants. 

“This is a celebration of 
taking care of one another,” 
Haymans said, saluting the 

crowd with his Bud Lite. 
Among the commotion, the 

crowd subdued to a solemn 
hush of respect and celebra-
tion to the national anthem, 
which was sung by Category 
5 from a boat in the middle of 

the harbor. Some held their 
sun hats to their hearts and 
decided to break the silence 
with a cheer when lead singer 
Brian Stover sung of “the 

By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER
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This was the view from the shore, as boats and swimmers prepared for the 
crossing, at the Freedom Swim, on July 4th, in Punta Gorda, Wednesday.

Swimmer Casey Keller made it across Charlotte Harbor to finish third, at 
the Freedom Swim.
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Many organizations 
provide their members 
with great perks or an 
opportunity to positively 
impact their commu-
nities, but rarely both. 
The Elks Lodge of Punta 
Gorda is different.

The Punta Gorda Elks 
are the second-largest 
Elks chapter in the coun-
try and largest in Florida. 
During the month of July, 
prospective members 
can submit their applica-
tions for a fee of just  
$1 — down from the 
regular $100.

“We are pretty 
involved, with 4,000 
members we have a lot 
of people who have been 
Elks up north and trans-
ferred here,” said Punta 
Gorda Elks Secretary Pete 
Vaphiades. 

Involvement in the 
organization comes 
along with a litany of 
opportunities to make 
valuable contributions 
for the betterment of the 
community. The char-
itable work of the Elks 
benefits various groups 
across Southwest Florida. 

“A good chunk of 
our dues go to the 
national and state Elks 
organizations. But we 
also awarded $26,000 in 
local scholarships just 
from our own money 
raised at this lodge,” said 
Vaphiades.

The Elks holds pro-
grams for students such 
as fishing tournaments 
and drug-awareness 
picnics at their Punta 
Gorda Lodge. The lodge 
also supports the Elks 
longtime mission of 
supporting veterans.

“We just performed 
our Flag Day service at 
the Jacobson Veterans 
Home, and we have a 
group that goes there 
every month to do kara-
oke and entertain them,” 
Vaphiades said.

An Elks membership 
is usable at any lodge in 
the country, in addition 
to the waterfront Punta 
Gorda site. Members 
can enjoy meals, weekly 
events, and the two 
cocktail lounges on the 
property. 

“We average 35 to  
45 new members a 
month normally, but we 
added 206 new members 
last July. You have to 
realize with the amount 
of members we have 
70 to 80 can pass away 
during a year,” explained 
Vaphiades.

The average age 
for Elks members in 
Punta Gorda is 71. But 
membership is open 
to all U.S. citizens over 
21 who meet Elks core 
requirements.

To pick up your appli-
cation, go to the lodge at 
25538 Shore Drive, Punta 
Gorda, or call the lodge 
at 941-637-2606, ext. 404.

A buck makes you a Punta Gorda Elk
By RORY LANE
SUN INTERN
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Rudy Von Eyser enjoys a 
half-pound burger at the Elks 
Lodge in Punta Gorda over the 
past weekend.

PHOTO PROVIDED

A view from the Punta Gorda Elks Lodge 2606 is one reason why so many members are drawn to the entertainment, restaurant 
and other rewards of being part of the group.

HERALD PHOTO BY BETSY WILLIAMS

Nine-year-old Kennedy Karnes casts off from the pier at the Punta Gorda Elks Lodge 2606.

rocket’s red glare.” 
Then, a few minutes 

later, the horn sounded. 
Not typical to most 

swims, the Freedom 
Swim is not a race. No 
one rushed to the water, 
there wasn’t that ner-
vous panic that ensues 

after the signal to start. 
Some, though, mostly in 
speedos, swim caps and 
goggles, did hurry to the 
finish line. 

The first in and 
out of the water was 
Charlotte High School 
student Dylan Hacker, 17. 
Finishing in half an hour, 
this is his second year 
coming in first. 

“It’s just like an 
American tradition,” 
Hacker said about the 
swim, “you have to have 
some spirit sometimes.” 
This is Hacker’s fifth year 
participating in the swim. 

Though this year did 
have the same laid-back 
celebratory atmosphere, 
there was one difference: 
location. 

Due to construction, 
there were two official 
starting points. One, 
honoring the original 
starting location, could 
only be accessed by boat. 
However, most started 
at the ground location at 
Gilchrist Park. The swim 
was still roughly the same 
distance to Harpoon 
Harry’s, but did make a 
difference in how people 
swam. 

“The current kind of 
did (make it difficult),” 
Hacker said, “because it 
pushed you differently 
than if you started on the 
other side.” 

Regardless of a different 
start, the celebration 

Swimmer Marlo Marcheco 
celebrated the day at the 
dock at Harpoon Harry’s after 
Wednesday’s Freedom Swim.

Making a splash! Dylan Daniels 
jumped toward his mother 
Krista Daniels, at the Freedom 
Swim.

SUN PHOTOS BY  
JERRY BEARD

Winner for the second year in 
a row, swimmer Dylan Hacker 
said the swim was fairly easy, 
but encountered a strong 
current along the way.

T-Dog stood watch as owner Dan Wardzala paddled across 
Charlotte Harbor at the Freedom Swim on July 4th in Punta 
Gorda Wednesday.

John Miranda recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Florida Wildlife Commission boats stood ready to assist, in case 
anyone needed help Wednesday.

For the fifth 4th of July in a row, Tom Gardner (left), Jacqueline 
Mix and her son, Kaiden, prepare to take their kayak across 
Charlotte Harbor to Fishermans Village.

FREEDOM
FROM PAGE 1

ended the same. 
Hundreds of spectators 
gathered at Harpoon 
Harry’s to cheer on the 
swimmers while enjoy-
ing margaritas and fried 
fish. Live music was 
provided by Clive Live, 
who did various covers 
of popular songs to the 
crowd. 

Near the stage stood a 
raffle supporting Holiday 
4 Heroes, a foundation 
that has been sending 
care packages to U.S. 
troops for 12 years. This 
being their third year at 
the Freedom Swim, they 
usually raise $500 on the 
Fourth of July alone.  

The Freedom Swim 
started in 1991 by 
Haymans, Frank Desguin 
and former Punta Gorda 
Councilman Hugh 
“Sandy” MacGibbon. 
Thirteen friends and 
family members, a sail-
boat and a couple of jet 
skis made the 1.5-mile 
trek across the Peace 
River. 

Now, hundreds, some-
times near a thousand, 
join their friends and 
family members to get 
in the water to celebrate 
freedom with a splash. 

Email: lhardaway@sun-herald.com

FROM PAGE ONE



The Sun /Thursday, July 5, 2018  www.yoursun.com E/N/C Page 3 LOCAL/REGIONAL NEWS

VISIT US ONLINE:

LARGEST USED CAR & TRUCK DEPARTMENT IN SW FLORIDA

Highway 70 Arcadia
All stores available 

at one convenient location

1-800-880-3099

Hours:
Thurs-Friday 8am-7pm

Saturday 8am-5pm
Sunday Closed

Visit us 24/7 on the web at

www.DesotoAutomall.com
* Prices include all factory rebates.

Cheaper In The CountryCheaper In The Country

ADDITIONAL 

REBATES FOR FIRST 

RESPONDERS & 

VETERANS 

AVAILABLE

NEW 2018 FORD
EXPLORER BASE FWD

$28,988*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#18T246

NEW 2018 RAM 1500 
TRADESMAN CREW CAB

$28,965*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#18DT122

NEW 2018 JEEP
COMPASS LATITUDE

$21,988*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#18JT208

NEW 2018 FORD
ESCAPE S FWD

$20,488*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#18T017

NEW 2019 JEEP
CHEROKEE LATITUDE 

$22,467*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#19JT001

NEW 2018 FORD
ECOSPORT S FWD

$18,488*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#18T260

NEW 2018 FORD
FOCUS S FWD

$14,988*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#18F103

NEW 2018 DODGE
GRAND CARAVAN SE

$22,988*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#18DT136

NEW 2018 JEEP
RENEGADE LATITUDE

$20,688*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#18JT253

NEW 2018 FORD
F-150 XL RWD

$25,588*
SALE 
PRICE

STOCK#18T034

NNEEEEWNNNEEEEEEWEEEEWWWWWWWW 2018 JEEP22018 JEEJEEPP NN
FRI. - 8AM - 7PM

SAT. - 8AM - 5PM

SUNDAY CLOSED

MON. - 8AM - 7PM

TUE. - 8AM - 7PM

JULY 4TH - 8AM - 4PM

FOOD
DRINKS
FUN

HUGE
SAVINGS!

adno=719985



Page 4 E/N/C www.yoursun.com The Sun /Thursday, July 5, 2018FROM PAGE ONE

54,781, are eligible for the 
full $25,000 third exemp-
tion. Fewer than 9,000 
will partially benefit.

 To see how much 
you could benefit, visit 
3hxestimator.org, choose 
your county and enter 
your address.

 Property owners should 
note that this tool is based 
on 2017 assessment roll 
data and millage rates, 
and recent homestead 
applications may reflect a 
benefit of $0.

 Many counties are 
concerned about how 
this amendment may 
affect their property 
tax revenue. Manatee 
County expects an  
$11.1 million deficit in 
2020, and have been pre-
paring for that shortfall 
by putting aside funds.

TAX
FROM PAGE 1

and I always look for-
ward to this,” Venice 
resident James Hawkins 
said. “As a Navy vet 
this day, Veterans Day 
and Memorial are very 
important to me and also 
this is the first place I 
have ever done a race.”

Immediately after the 
race the top three male 
and female finishers were 
announced.

Tyler Fisher, 21, finished 
the race first in a time of 
15:43.3. Michael Balseca, 

18, at 16:51 while Simon 
Devoss, 15, finished 
third 17:03.4. The fastest 
female finishers were 
Heather Butcher, 46, at 
18:58.3, finishing 11th 
overall;  Alexa Roughton, 
16, at 21:31.1 and Danni 
Williams, 28, at 21:45.2.

“(The Firecracker 5K) is 
a good way to get togeth-
er as a community and 
we gather to celebrate our 
country’s independence 
in a healthy way,” Gina 
Coke said after finishing 
her trek. “We hope to 
make the community 
stronger through this 
and we are releasing our 
energy through running.”

5K
FROM PAGE 1

subdivided decades ago. 
Lots that were left tangled 
with palm trees or scrub 
oak are now of greater 
interest to developers.

“This was all swamp 
that was sold to northern-
ers,” he said, adding that 
the swamp has long since 
been drained on the lots.

In fill affects the county 
differently, Cullinan said. 
These lots were set aside 
usually before zoning 
and environmental laws. 
New laws require sub-
division developers not 
only to observe wetland 
regulations, but to often 
provide their own storm 
water management 
systems. They may be 
required to tie in to sewer 
systems and public water 
supplies.

Mahoney said she is 
seeing a slight preference 
for planned subdivisions 
over single lots in neigh-
borhoods with diverse 
architecture. People are 
picking whatever they are 
familiar with, she said.

Duetsch said he 
believes the county is 
prepared for the new 
growth, due to its efforts 
to improve infrastructure, 
including sewers, roads 
and sidewalks.

“It’s paramount to 
maintain and constantly 
improve the quality of life 
in Charlotte County,” he 
said.

Deutsch’s competitor 
in an upcoming election 
involving his commission 
seat, Joan Fischer, also 
said she sees most of the 
current growth as good.

“There are a lot of nice 
communities growing 
up,” she said. “It’s a good 
thing, as long as the peo-
ple are involved and they 
know what’s going on.”

Increases in con-
struction are lining up 
with increases in home 
sales and home prices.  
Single-family home sales 
were up 3.8 percent in 
May compared to May of 
2017. Prices were up 3.9 
percent.

Asked whether new 
construction would 
keep a lid on sale prices, 
Mahoney pointed out 
that new construction 
often costs more than 
buying a similarly sized 
existing home, at least 
initially. The market 
needs both types of 
sales, she said, to sustain 
healthy growth.

While appearances 
suggest population is 
growing in Charlotte 
County, county gov-
ernment officials are 
waiting for the results 
of a population study 
by Western Michigan 
University. The results of 
that study will help the 
county determine the rate 
of population growth, 
and whether the county 
should hire more people 
to process new building 
permits, Cullinan said.

PERMITS
FROM PAGE 1

Sheila Smith, 
member fo 

the AllState 
Group — Silver 

Sponsor of the 
12th annual 

Firecracker 5K, 
happy to see the 

finish line.

Katrina Machado, 12, shows the freedom 
spirit.

Heather Butcher, first female to cross the 
finish line with a time of 18:58.

Mark Moessner keeps the pace.

Kristen Waterhouse accompanies her daughter 
Makayla, 10, on her first 5k.

SUN PHOTOS BY MONICA AMAYA

Ready, set, go! ... 500 runners crossed the finish line.

Mike Saxton leads the invocation.

Overall Male Winner Tyler Fisher, 21, first to cross the finish line 
with a time of 15:43.

Participants dancing before the race.

Jens and Joanne Johnson warm up before the race.

Jane Wyban and Linda Zick sing the National Anthem while Eileen 
Warn, left, interprets it in sign language.

Diana Squires, Stephanie Aubrey and Ia Chuvila all dressed-up for the occasion.
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There were no deaths reported Wednesday.
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Memorials in the Sun
Honor your passed loved ones anytime
with a personalized memorial tribute.

Call (941) 206-1028 for rates.

The Civil Air Patrol’s 
four core values of 
Integrity, Volunteer 
Service, Excellence, and 
Respect continue to be 
exemplified by the Cadets 
of the Charlotte County 
Composite Squadron.

As the program contin-
ues to foster leadership and 
good citizenship among 
America’s youth, several 
cadets from the Charlotte 
County Squadron moved 
up the career ladder at a 
recent meeting, receiving 
numerous promotions and 
awards.

In addition, two brothers, 
Jonathan Hemingway and 

Justin Hemingway, earned 
the Wright Brothers Award 
for successfully completing 
Phase I, consisting of the 
Cadet Program’s first three 
achievements. The award 
recognizes excellence in all 
areas of cadet life, including 
leadership, aerospace, 
fitness, and character. In 
addition, Wright Brothers 
Award recipients have 
passed a challenging, 
closed-book examination 
testing leadership knowl-
edge, and proficiency in 
drill and ceremonies. This 
milestone accompanies 
promotion to the grade of 
Cadet Staff Sergeant.

A current cadet fund-
raiser is underway with 
newly minted coins 

designed by the Charlotte 
County Squadron cadets, 
and all proceeds are used 
for cadet activities. The 
coin includes the Civil Air 
Patrol’s four core values of 
Integrity, Volunteer Service, 
Excellence, and Respect. 
Should anyone be interest-
ed in purchasing a Cadet 
Challenge coin, please 
contact 2nd Lt Donna 
Jablonski at 609-744-4664.

2nd Lt Donna Jablonski 
is Assistant Public 
Affairs Officer for FL051, 
the Charlotte County 
Composite Squadron of 
the Civil Air Patrol, U.S. 
Air Force Auxiliary. You 
may email her at djablons-
ki1017@gmail.com, or visit 
Gocivilairpatrol.com.

Promotions, awards for Civil Air Patrol cadets
By DONNA JABLONSKI

CIVIL AIR PATROL

PHOTO PROVIDED

Civil Air Patrol cadets pictured, from left, are Cadet Commander Capt. Samuel Greisiger, Technical 
Sgt. Elizabeth Gregory, Senior Airman Alexandrea Mulvaney, Staff Sgt. Jonathan Hemingway, 
and Staff Sgt. Justin Hemingway.

As it nears the two-
week mark, the toxic 
blue-green algae bloom 
in the Caloosahatchee 
River continues to sprawl 
westward, spurring the 
City of Cape Coral to 
warn its 180,000 resi-
dents not to swim or eat 
fish from its 400 miles of 
canals.

Temporary warning 
signs are now up at 
Rosen Park, Four Mile 
Cove Ecological Preserve, 
Horton Park, Jaycee 
Park and the Yacht Club 
Beach.

“It’s been inching 
closer, and now that 
it’s kind of reached our 
shores, we just wanted 
to take that extra precau-
tion, so we had a whole 

bunch of advisory signs 
fabricated,”  said city 
spokeswoman Connie 
Barron. “Once it passes, 
we’ll pluck them all out 
and put them in storage.”

Elsewhere in Lee 
County, the cyanobacte-
ria has left floating mats 
of scum, slime-coated 
shorelines and gagging 
residents in its wake.

“I almost threw up,” 
said Calusa Waterkeeper 
John Cassani after a 
Tuesday morning visit to 
the W.P. Franklin Lock in 
Olga. “Where you walk 
down to the lock on the 
south side, and it’s all 
blue, and the smell is ... 
man, I can’t even.”

To make matters 
worse, as he was stand-
ing on the bank trying 
not to vomit, Cassani 
watched two people 

launching personal 
watercraft into the fouled 
river, never mind that 
there are sawhorses and 
signs warning visitors 
about the water.

That’s progress. 
Last week at this time, 
there weren’t yet any 
warnings and the 
Florida Department 
of Environmental 
Protection had yet to 
release the results of its 
water sampling.

Cassani’s nonprofit 
did first. In some loca-
tions, sampling results 
verified by an inde-
pendent lab returned 
levels approaching 
500 times the recreation-
al safety threshold set 
by the Environmental 
Protection Agency; the 
DEP’s numbers a few 
days later showed things 

were as bad or even 
worse in other parts of 
the river.

Confusion persists over 
what responsibility state 
agencies and munici-
palities bear in keeping 
residents safe, which is 
why Cassani wants to see 
Florida reconstitute its 
Harmful Algae Blooms 
Task force, which the 
state defunded in 2001.

It’s needed to develop 
better, more consistent 
policies for dealing with 
harmful algae blooms, 
he said. 

“We would like to see 
Florida adopt a modern 
response strategy like 
other states have adopt-
ed that utilize numeric 
thresholds that guide 
state agency action.”

Money is also a barrier 
to a better understanding 

of what happens to 
people when the toxins 
from this sort of algae 
bloom go airborne.

“There is a need for 
research looking at the 
risk associated with tox-
ins from cyanobacteria 
(when they’re) aerosol-
ized by wind and wave 
action and boats moving 
through it,” Cassani said.

University of Miami 
Professor Larry Brand is 
trying to do just that by 
launching a study of the 
effects of inhaled algae 
toxins, but “It’s tough 
getting environmental 
funding these days given 
the political climate in 
this country, both at 
the state and national 
level,” he said. But as far 
as he and Cassani are 
concerned, it’s critically 
important research, 

given what it already 
known about these 
organisms.

“(Cyanobacteria) are 
among the worst of all 
the different kinds of 
algae,” Brand said. They 
produce a toxin called 
microcystin, which is 
what Cassani and the 
state found in such high 
concentrations in the 
Caloosahatchee.

“It causes gastrointesti-
nal problems, it’s known 
to be a tumor promoter 
and is associated with 
liver cancer,” Brand said. 
“That’s what we know is 
in the water, in the river. 
And we know that’s a 
problem ... I would never 
swim in that water, eat 
anything out of it, and if 
possible don’t even get 
near where you can smell 
it.”

Cape Coral posts warning signs about toxic algae
By AMY BENNETT WILLIAMS

NEWS-PRESS

 POLICE BEAT
The information for Police Beat is gathered from police, sheriff’s office,  Florida Highway 

Patrol, jail and fire records. Not every arrest leads to a conviction and guilt or innocence is 

determined by the court system.

The Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office reported 
the following arrests:

• Jaime Colon, 38, 5700 block 
of Swaying Palm Dr., Punta Gorda. 
Charge: failure to register as a sex 
offender. Bond: $5,000. 

• Michael Markovich, 34, 200 
block of E. Ann St., Punta Gorda. 
Charge: trespassing in a structure or 
conveyance. Bond: $2,000.

• Erika Jo Salerno, 59, 3700 block 
of Tripoli Blvd., Punta Gorda. Charge: 
petty theft first degree. Bond: $2,500. 

• Jeffrey Joachim, 27, 2600 block 
of Charlene St., Punta Gorda. Charges: 
possession of not more than 20 grams 
of marijuana, possession or use of 

drug paraphernalia, and violation 
of probation or community control. 
Bond: $4,000.

• Ryan Robert Smith, 28, 300 block 
of Sunflower St., Punta Gorda. Charge: 
DUI. Bond: $2,500.

• Chester Duanne Miller, 48, 
1100 block of Fleetwood Ave., 
Port Charlotte. Charge: battery by 
intentional touch or strike. Bond: 
$5,000.

• Paul Anthony Pinnock, 31, 1300 

block of Aken St., Port Charlotte. 
Charges: possession of a controlled 
substance without a prescription, 
municipal ordinance violation, posses-
sion or use of drug paraphernalia, and 
possession of not more than 20 grams 
of marijuana. Bond: $9,000.

• Brianne Nicole Jeffs, 22, 
1000 block of Redbay Terrace, 
Port Charlotte. Charge: municipal 
ordinance violation. Bond: none. 

— Compiled by Liz Hardaway

PUNTA GORDA — 
One minute, it’s a 
celebration. The next, a 
house is up in smoke. 

It’s a story that 
doesn’t get told often. 
Among all the glamour 
of fireworks, their 
vibrant lights painting 
the sky, they eventually 
fizzle out. Tired, the 
excitement over, the 
remnants of these 
explosives usually get 
thrown in the trash. 

But, what happens 
when these fireworks 
aren’t completely put 
out? 

Around 2:40 p.m. on 
the Fourth of July, a 
family experienced this 
scenario first hand. 

On the 12300 block 
of Paramount Drive, it 
took four fire engines, 
one tanker and the as-
sistance of the Sheriff ’s 
Office and the Punta 

Gorda Fire Department 
to put out a fire, Brian 
Gleason, the communi-
cations manager from 
the Charlotte County 
Board of County 
Commissioners, said. 
The fire was caused by 
firework debris smol-
dering in the garbage 
can. 

No one was injured 
at this event. However, 
the house did experi-
ence some damage to 
the garage, and smoke 
and water damage in-
side the house. The Red 
Cross is working with 
the family to relocate 
them. 

The event closed 
Paramount Drive until 
5 p.m. Wednesday. 

Gleason advises the 
public to be careful 
with fireworks when 
shooting and discard-
ing them. 

“(People) should 
water down any debris 
after the fireworks are 

set off,” Gleason said. 
“Keep a water bucket 
handy.” 

The Fourth of July 
and New Years Eve are 
the busiest days for the 
fire department. 

“We’re all hands on 
deck for the Fourth of 
July,” Gleason said.

“Discarded fireworks 
are an issue every 
year,” he said. “Hand, 
head and neck injuries 
are typical from fire-
work use. And we do 
get occasional struc-
tural fires and brush 
fires.”

Email: lhardaway@sun-herald.com

Report: Discarded fireworks cause house fire
By LIZ HARDAWAY

STAFF WRITER

PHOTO PROVIDED BY  
CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Charlotte County Fire 
responded to a call on 

the 12300 block of Para-
mount Street in Punta 

Gorda on July 4. The house 
sustained damage from the 

fireworks-induced fire. 
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Ask Larry:
 Is your crematory 
  on premises?

Having  a crematory on premises doesn't mean 
better service. We have our crematory off -premises 
so we can off er lower cost to you. We believe in 
giving straight answers to your questions.
Nobody likes unexpected surprises.

Old Fashioned Service 
      at a Price You Can Afford

TAYLOR FUNERAL
and Cremation Services

Larry

(941) 833-0600
1515 Tamiami Trl, 

Punta Gorda, FL 33950
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Everyone deserves
a happy life

Time to end
lifetime appointments

Get this couple
out of White House

Take the attitude
with you back north

Had work permit
for the US

Hancik: No ties
to back room boys

Some advice on
your credit score

Editor:
Communism failed to make 

a better life for people, social-
ism has failed by non-prolifer-
ation and insufficient goals or 
range, and capitalism has failed 
by not protecting or providing 
for everyone, leaving too many 
poor, hungry, sick and home-
less who resort to extremes and 
violence trying to survive.

What hasn’t been tried is 
combining all three into a 
functioning, peaceful, safe, 
healthy prosperous society. It 
could work like this:

The young, the poor, the 
undereducated and those just 
starting out in life should be 
provided for without condi-
tion. Education, mental health 
and experience will help them 
to move up in life but some 
need more time and resources 
in the beginning.

All survival necessities like 
health care, basic food sup-
plies, basic housing and home 
necessities,transportation and 
all other life necessities must 
be socialized for anyone but 
for the good of everyone.

Hard work, success and 
talent deserve to be rewarded 
accordingly, but there is a limit 
to how much any person or 
idea is worth, beyond which 
greed takes over and insanity 
begins and needs to be treated 
for the good of the inflicted.

The Earth and all its resourc-
es do not belong to anyone. 
All should share in its bounty 
regardless of where or to 
whom they were born or their 
talents or failings. Everyone by 
virtue of being born deserves 
a happy, safe, productive, 
healthy and rewarding life.

It’s past time to try this. Let 
the sanity begin.

Don Steiner
North Port

Editor: 
“I do solemnly swear (or 

affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the office of pres-
ident of the United States, 
and will to the best of my 
ability, preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution of 

Editor: 
The president needs to be 

held to account.
Here we have a shoot-up 

at a newsroom. Who has for 
two straight years denounced 
the press, slandered the press, 
condemned the press?

Why don’t we set the 
weapons on the table, Mr. 
President?

Editor:
An obviously angry female 

wrote a letter published in 
the Sun on June 29 excori-
ating conservatives and the 

Editor:
I refer to the many letters 

from U.S. citizens who came 
to this country as immigrants 
after World War II, and are 
now lamenting the border 
crossing dilemma. I wish to 
remind these people that 
they came to this country  
legally.

The current day problems at 
the border are only problems 
due to the fact that people are 
trying to come here Illegally. I 
came to the U.S. from Canada 
in the 1970s — we had a 
temporary work permit which 
had to be renewed every six 
months — it took four years 
for permanent residency 
status to be granted.

 Why do all opponents of 
the immigration laws and 
border control believe that 
people trying to enter this 
country illegally have special 
privileges?

What does this say to the 
thousands trying to come 
here through the system 
legally?

Phyllis Robertson
Rotonda West

Editor:
A letter to the editor 

recently pointed out the huge 
disparity in funding available 
to Robert Hancik, airport 
commissioner in District 2, 
and his challenger, who has 
a six-to-one advantage in 
funding over Hancik.  

Open Internet, go to 
Supervisor of Elections, scroll 
down to Candidates, click, go 
to Announced Candidates, 
click, go to Local. Scroll down 
to Airport Authority District 2 
and the numbers are as plain 
as day. 

There is something bigger 
than just this race that pays 
about $7,500. It reeks of back-
room deals.  

The heavy hitters, the big 
money players are trying to 
buy the seat and screw the 
middle class once again. Don’t 
let it happen. Vote for Rob 
Hancik, experienced, honest 
and without ties to boys in the 
back room.

Bob Reichert
Punta Gorda

Editor:
Good article from David 

Morris about FICO scores.
Having invented the 

original FICO score at Fair, 
Isaac in 1982, I would like to 
suggest additional ways you 
can improve your score.

First avoid too many 
inquires pulled on you 
and avoid too many credit 
applications from specialty 
stores like Bealls or Walmart. 
Too many reflects a higher 
risk group unable to get a 
MasterCard or Visa, or who 
tapped their limit. Also 
using 10 to 30 percent of your 
available credit limit gets you 
the most points in scoring 
formulas. But the highest 
determining factor of your 
score is if you had delinquen-
cy, how serious and how long 
ago it was.

So as David pointed out, 
first get a free copy of your 
credit report to insure that 
there are no erroneous delin-
quencies shown. Correct them 
by writing to the credit bureau 
and stating that the informa-
tion is incorrect. They have to 
reflect that unless the finan-
cial institution provides proof. 
It is worth doing. Delinquent 
information remains on 
your credit report for seven 
years. My recommendation 
is that if you’re about to 
miss a payment, or worse, a 
second payment on any credit 
account due to temporary 
hardship, you are better off 
borrowing from a friend or 
getting a cash advance from 
another credit card and make 
the payment hoping you can 
catch up in a few months. In 
other words do everything 
you can to avoid getting two 
or three months delinquent. 

Rawy Shediac
Englewood

Learn, follow
local fertilizer

use regulations
OUR POSITION: The connec-

tion between fertilizer and red 
tide is tenuous, but it’s there. 
Don’t make the problem worse.

The God-awful bout of red 
tide growing in intensity 
in recent weeks along the 

shoreline of Southwest Florida 
reminded us of something found 
in our own back yards that may 
contribute to the problem.

Fertilizer.
In case you missed it, June 1 

was the beginning of the annual 
“no-fertilizer” season here.

That means a black-out on the 
application of all fertilizer con-
taining the nitrogen and phospho-
rus than can run off the landscape 
and into the canals, creeks, bays 
and, eventually, the Gulf.

The same nitrogen and phos-
phorus that makes your lawn 
grower quicker and your plants 
grow stronger other times of the 
year also feed aquatic plant life 
when it washes off during the 
rainy season.

That’s a bad thing.
This form of pollution degrades 

our waterways. It throws the 
natural balance of the marine 
ecosystems out of whack. 

It is not good, and it is not 
necessary.

Homeowners may believe their 
yards are being helped by artificial 
stimulants, but fertilizer isn’t 
necessary this time of year. Local 
ordinances that regulate fertilizer 
are well-designed to provide 
all the nutrients that lawns and 
plants need this time of year. 

They don’t need an injection 
of nitrogen. They don’t need a 
super-charge of phosphorus. They 
need water. Perhaps some iron. 
But that’s about it.

In fact, too much fertilizer (in 
the form of nitrogen and phos-
phorus) only stimulates diseases 
and pests that can damage a fine 
patch of lawn.

And then, there’s the fact that 
fertilizing from June 1 to Sept. 
30 is equivalent to opening your 
bank account and dumping cash 
on the ground. It’s a waste. And it 
is potentially harmful to the larger 
environment we all enjoy.

As for red tide, the science is 
inconclusive.

The authority, Mote Marine 
Laboratory in Sarasota, states 
on its website, “In contrast to 
the many red tide species that 
are fueled by nutrient pollution 
associated with urban or agricul-
tural runoff, there is no direct link 
between nutrient pollution and 
the frequency or severity of red 
tides caused by Karenia brevis. 

“Florida red tides develop 
10-40 miles offshore, away from 
man-made nutrient sources. Red 
tides occurred in Florida long 
before human settlement, and 
severe red tides were observed 
in the mid-1900s before the 
state’s coastlines were heavily 
developed.”

Sounds reassuring.
But the final sentence is a 

kicker:
“However, once red tides are 

transported inshore, they are 
capable of using man-made 
nutrients for their growth.”

And that’s when the bloom 
really blooms. And that’s when it 
most affects the humans living on 
or visiting the shore.

Be aware that all communities 
of Southwest Florida now have 
special fertilizer ordinances. 
They vary a little from place to 
place, but all are designed to limit 
(again) nitrogen and phosphorus.

For specifics, check out your 
local ordinance online. But 
recognize that all ordinances ban 
widespread landscape application 
of nitrogen and phosphorus. That 
applies to individuals and land-
scape companies.

Now, it is unlikely the Fertilizer 
Cops will come knocking at the 
doors of fertilizer scofflaws. Still, 
its the law. Follow the law. Save 
yourself money. Help preserve the 
clean water we all appreciate so 
much. And don’t feed the God-
awful red tide algae that chokes 

the United States.”
Article II, Section 1 of our 

Constitution requires every 
person elected to the office 
of president of the United 
States to take this oath before 
entering office. It is through 
this oath to the Constitution 
the president should act re-
garding every duty performed 
as president.

The United States Supreme 
Court was created under 
Article II, Section 1 of our 
Constitution. The Supreme 
Court is given the weighty 
responsibility to first and 
foremost protect our 
Constitution so this great 
nation shall endure. Without 
our Constitution, our nation 
is nothing.

Justices should therefore 
be chosen and appointed 
based on their history of 
protecting our Constitution 
and for rendering decisions 
based on constitutionality, not 
ideology or membership to a 
political party. As protectors 
of our Constitution, appoint-
ments are for life so as not to 
be removed for political or 
ideological reasons.

In the wake of the an-
nouncement Justice Kennedy 
is retiring, it is being reported 
our president has “a list of 
25 conservative justices” to 
choose from. “Conservative” 
should read, “constitutional.” 
Recent history shows justices 
are now appointed along 
party lines. Our leaders have 
failed our Constitution.

It is therefore time to end 
the lifetime appointments of 
justices. 

Or maybe it’s time to 
elect those who protect our 
Constitution rather than their 
political party or ideology.

Julie M. Moriarty
Punta Gorda

A person who settles things 
with a gun is more likely to be 
influenced by direction from 
others, especially the person 
occupying the place the buck 
is supposed to stop.

Donald Trump and his 
rhetoric is responsible for 
Charlottesville and for 
Annapolis.

Perhaps the first lady can 
again put on her coat (“I really 
don’t care, do U?”), which she 
wore when visiting kenneled 
children in detention camps. I 
defended her until that time.

We need this couple out 
of our White House. I “really 
don’t care” about anything 
more.

Louise Raterman
Port Charlotte

Republican Party in general.  
She argued that President 

Trump is “either insane, 
deluded, incompetent or a 
raging misogynist.” I suggest 
that this lady, as well as her 
idol, Crooked Hillary, are 
the ones who are “insane, 
deluded, incompetent and 
misanthropes” instead. 

The lady intends to leave 
our southern paradise for 
northern climes, so I say to 
her, goodbye, take your liberal 
views with you and don’t let 
the door hit you in your asset 
on the way out.

Dick Murno
Port Charlotte
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W e human beings 
cling to dogmas 
long after they’re 

disproven. We tend to 
believe things that make us 
feel better or remind of us 
of a past that we miss. This 
is certainly true of our as-
sumptions about electoral 
politics.

Among the myths that 
can steer us off course in 
the Trump era, three are 
particularly popular.

First, that political 
polarization is primarily 
a product of how elites 
behave and not the result 
of real divisions in our 
country.

Second, that a vast group 
of party-loathing indepen-
dents can be mobilized by 
anti-partisan messages.

Third, that Republicans 
and Democrats are becom-
ing increasingly and equally 
extreme, so they should be 
scolded equally.

All these pious wishes are 
false, as Alan Abramowitz’s 
latest book, “The Great 
Alignment: Race, Party 
Transformation, and the 
Rise of Donald Trump,” 

makes clear. He provides a 
wealth of data in a compact 
package.

A political scientist 
at Emory University, 
Abramowitz is perhaps 
best known for the idea of 
“negative partisanship.” It 
explains a great deal about 
the fractious nature of our 
public sphere.

“Over the past two 
decades,” he writes, 
“the proportion of party 
supporters … who have 
strongly negative feelings 
toward the opposing party 
has risen sharply. A growing 
number of Americans have 
been voting against the 
opposing party rather than 
for their own.”

People rate their own 

side about the same as they 
used to. On a 100-degree 
“feeling thermometer,” 
Americans gave their own 
party a moderately warm 
71 degrees in 1978, and 
70 degrees in 2012.

But over the same years, 
their sentiments toward 
the opposing party turned 
ice cold, plummeting from 
47 degrees to 30 degrees. 
When politicians are nasty 
to the other side, they are 
mirroring the attitudes 
of their supporters. 
Polarization, in other 
words, is not just an elite 
thing. It reflects deeply held 
opinions among voters 
themselves.

Democrats draw “their 
strongest support from 
groups with the most 
positive views of recent 
social and cultural chang-
es.” Conversely, the GOP 
is strongest with groups 
having “the most negative 
views” of those changes.

In another important 
new book, “Standoff: 
How America Became 
Ungovernable,” the 
veteran political analyst Bill 

Schneider notes that while 
polarization did not begin 
with President Trump (it 
“has been going on for at 
least 50 years”), Trump 
“uses every issue, every 
policy, every tweet to set 
one group of Americans 
against another.” Divisions 
around issues related to 
immigration, race and 
culture serve the president’s 
interests.

Ah, but since increasing 
numbers of Americans 
identify as independents, 
isn’t there an eager non-
partisan middle waiting to 
rescue us from all this?

Sorry, but no. As 
Abramowitz shows, most 
people who identify as 
independents lean toward 
one party or the other. 
When it comes to casting 
ballots, “leaning indepen-
dents as well as strong and 
weak party identifiers are 
voting more along party 
lines than at any time in the 
past half century.”

Factoring out inde-
pendents who tilt toward 
a party, “only about 
12 percent of Americans 

have fallen into the ‘pure 
independent’ category, 
and these people are much 
less interested in politics 
and much less likely to 
vote than independent 
leaners.” Independents are 
plainly not some magical 
force that will call into 
being that centrist third 
party that looms so large in 
the imaginations of many 
pundits and fundraisers.

And the centrist heavenly 
chorus is off-key in another 
respect: While it sings 
mournful songs about the 
major parties becoming 
“extreme,” Abramowitz’s 
data makes clear that the 
two sides are not equiv-
alent. Republicans have 
moved significantly further 
to the right than Democrats 
have moved to the left.

Between 1972 and 2012, 
he notes, the proportion 
of Democrats who put 
themselves at the center of 
the ideological spectrum 
(or were unable to place 
themselves) fell from 
52 percent to 41 percent, an 
11-point drop. In the same 
period, the comparable 

figures for Republicans 
were 44 percent and 
22 percent, double the 
Democratic swing.

The upshot: The share of 
Democrats in the ideolog-
ical middle is nearly twice 
that of Republicans.

Abramowitz doesn’t po-
lemicize; he simply lays out 
the facts. But the story he 
tells suggests the essential 
first step to getting past 
extremism and polarization 
is the defeat of today’s 
intemperate brand of 
Republicanism, embodied 
by the most intemperate 
president in our history.

Those who long for 
moderate and harmoni-
ous politics find it both 
comforting and convenient 
to cling to myths that 
allow them to keep their 
distance from charges of 
grubby “partisanship.” 
They’re likelier to get what 
they want by accepting 
the unpleasant but also 
undeniable realities of our 
moment.

E.J. Dionne’s email ad-
dress is ejdionne@washpost.
com. 

Pious wishes won’t change modern US politics

E.J.
Dionne

With President 
Trump’s forth-
coming nom-

ination of a Supreme 
Court justice likely to rally 
and unify the Republican 
coalition, some commen-
tators are (again) declaring 
the end of Never Trump 
conservatism. 

“On issue after issue,” 
says the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center’s Henry 
Olsen, the Never Trumpers 
“are in the minority of their 
own party.” According to 
Emerald Robinson, writing 
in the American Spectator, 
they are “preposterously 
out of touch.” 

Robinson points to 
the passing of columnist 
Charles Krauthammer 
as an indication that “the 
eclipse of the neocon 
intellectuals is complete.” 
Nothing like dancing on the 
fresh soil of a giant’s grave.

It is difficult to deny 
Trump’s strength in the 
base of the Republican 
Party, evidenced by the 
degree of political intimi-
dation felt by many elected 
Republicans. But the most 

interesting and important 
questions remain: Is 
Trumpism a compelling 
ideological basis for the 
Republican Party going for-
ward? Is it really the wave of 
the political future?

It should give the 
advocates of Trumpism 
— defined by some mix of 
protectionism, nativism 
and bitter resentment of 
elites — pause that the 
strongest advocates of 
the creed are some of the 
most frightening figures in 
American politics. I am not 
necessarily referring to the 
politicians Trump chooses 
to endorse in primaries — 
given that the president’s 
favor is more based on 
loyalty than ideology. I am 
talking about that subset of 

Republicans who take the 
ideals of Trumpism most 
seriously. People like West 
Virginia Senate candidate 
Don Blankenship, who, 
before losing the primary, 
ran ads highlighting the 
Taiwanese heritage of 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell’s wife. Or Iowa 
Rep. Steven King, who ar-
gues, “We can’t restore our 
civilization with somebody 
else’s babies.” Or Arizona 
Senate candidate and for-
mer Sheriff Joseph Arpaio, 
known for extreme ethnic 
profiling, terror raids, and 
cruel and unusual punish-
ment. Or Virginia Senate 
candidate Corey Stewart, 
who has associated with 
white supremacists and 
thrown his state party into 
turmoil.

The phenomenon of 
Republican extremism is 
hardly new. At the height of 
the tea-party movement, 
the GOP had candidate 
fitness crises in Nevada, 
Delaware, Colorado, 
Missouri and Indiana. 
But two things are now 
different. First, the GOP 

establishment is weaker 
than at any time I can 
remember. Second, the 
rhetoric of Trumpism 
is more explicitly racial 
than at any time I can 
remember.

For a party at its height 
of influence, Republicans 
remain in a tenuous po-
sition at the national level 
because of Trump. They 
lost the popular vote count 
by nearly 3 million in the 
2016 presidential election, 
and Trump has done al-
most nothing to expand his 
appeal. Long-term demo-
graphic trends are running 
against the GOP, with 
the non-Hispanic white 
population declining from 
76 percent to 63 percent 
over the last two decades 
and the country on track 
to be majority minority by 
2045.

Some Trumpites are 
brutally honest about the 
political challenge in this 
environment. “I believe 
that white voters will begin 
voting for Republicans in 
larger numbers than they 
do now,” says Thomas 

O’Malley in the American 
Thinker. The political chal-
lenge for the GOP, in the 
meantime, is to “seriously 
reduce immigration and 
encourage population 
growth within the country.” 
Which clearly means 
population growth in that 
portion of the country with 
less melanin.

The problem? Trump 
already won the white vote 
by more than 20 percent-
age points in 2016. So how 
does the GOP rack up even 
greater white support? If 
Trump’s political strategy is 
any indication, this will in-
volve a relentless emphasis 
on race and immigration — 
on kneeling black athletes, 
on immigrants who 
“infest” our country, and on 
Muslims who are targeted 
for suspicion.

A strategy of feeding 
white backlash against 
a multicultural future 
worked for Trump — 
barely — in 2016. Will it 
work for Republicans in 
2018 and 2020? Perhaps, if 
Democrats move precipi-
tously to the left. But in the 

longer run, will Trumpism 
appeal to millennials (who 
now consistently give 
Trump around a 25 percent 
approval rating)? Will 
it work with suburban 
women?

And what are the moral 
implications of a political 
strategy that employs racial 
and ethnic antagonism as 
a motivating factor? Is this 
really the set of values that 
Republican leaders want 
their children to absorb? 
Will conservatives so easily 
abandon conservatism for 
white identity politics? It is 
an approach to public life 
that will indelibly stain all 
who employ it — and all 
who excuse it.

“This is the question 
for Republicans going 
forward,” Amy Walter of 
The Cook Political Report 
told me, “Will the GOP 
be defined not just as the 
party of Trump but as the 
party that’s hostile to non-
whites?” And what if there 
is no difference?

Michael Gerson’s email 
address is michaelgerson@
washpost.com.

The moral implications of GOP’s Trumpian turn

Michael  
Gerson

The beauty of all 
self-evident truths is 
that, by definition, 

we do not need to explain 
why they are true. Our 
annual celebrations of 
American independence 
fit neatly into this mental 
zone of confident pre-
sumptions. To the extent 
that we think about it at 
all, the Fourth of July is the 
time for summer vacation 
schedules to start, fire-
works to appear at dusk 
and patriotic rhetoric 
to evaporate amid the 
airbursts.

It therefore might seem 
almost rude to suggest 
that we spend a few 
minutes asking ourselves 
what we are celebrating. 
The succinct answer is 
that we are honoring the 
242nd anniversary of 
America’s birth as the first 
nation-sized republic in 
the modern world.

The values on which our 
republic was founded were 
proclaimed in 36 words 
that, over the years, have 
achieved iconic status as 
the American Creed. Here 
they are:

We hold these Truths 
to be self-evident, that all 
Men are created equal; 
that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit of 
Happiness.

Thomas Jefferson wrote 
these words sometime 
in mid-June 1776 in his 
Philadelphia apartment at 

7th and Market streets on 
a portable desk with a quill 
pen.

Historians have parsed 
their meaning in countless 
books over the ensuing 
two centuries: searching 
for their sources in the 
French Enlightenment or 
Scottish Enlightenment; 
questioning their utopian 
implications; criticizing 
their inherently elusive 
claims to visionary values 
that float above the world 
like verbal clouds; no-
ticing that the portable 
desk on which they were 
composed was built by a 
former slave and that the 
author of those words was 
a dedicated racist.

But in the end, all 

such critics have found 
themselves shouting into 
the wind. For Jefferson’s 
words have levitated out 
of the historical context in 
which they were written 
to become the expansive 
mandate for the liberal tra-
dition in modern America.

When the feminist 
movement was born at 
Seneca Falls in 1848, the 
manifesto began with the 
claim that “all men and 
women are created equal.” 
When Lincoln delivered 
the Gettysburg Address in 
1863, he cited Jefferson’s 
words — “the proposition 
that all men are created 
equal,” to make the Civil 
War a fight to end slavery. 
When Martin Luther 
King Jr. delivered his “I 
have a dream” speech at 
the Lincoln Memorial in 
1963, he announced that 
he was collecting on a 
“promissory note” written 

by Jefferson. Beyond our 
shores, the Vietnamese 
constitution, written by 
Ho Chi Minh, begins “We 
hold these truths to be self 
evident.”

In the mid-summer of 
2018, during the increas-
ingly divisive presidency 
of Donald Trump, do we 
still believe these words? 
Do we believe any truths 
are self-evident? Instead of 
spending our holiday on 
the Fourth contemplating 
the likely destination of 
LeBron James or the latest 
Kardashian rumor, let me 
propose that we discuss 
those questions.

The conversation might 
begin with a more spe-
cific focus: What did that 
hallowed phrase “pursuit 
of happiness” mean to 
Jefferson, and what does it 
mean to us?

Jefferson borrowed 
the words from George 

Mason, who had used the 
phrase in the preface to 
his draft of the Virginia 
Constitution a few weeks 
earlier. In the original 
trinity proclaimed by 
John Locke in his Second 
Treatise on Government, 
“life, liberty, and property” 
were the enshrined rights. 
By replacing “property” 
with Mason’s “pursuit 
of happiness,” Jefferson 
was making an implicit 
anti-slavery statement, 
depriving slave-owners 
of the claim that owning 
slaves — property — was a 
natural right protected in 
the founding document.

The Civil War removed 
slavery from the national 
agenda, leaving “pursuit 
of happiness” to float 
free and become a vague 
version of the American 
promise that meant pretty 
much what anyone wished 
it to mean.

Do we believe that 
Jefferson’s felicitous phrase 
now, in 2018, has econom-
ic implications? Does the 
self-evident right to pursue 
happiness entail the right 
to a living wage? Or afford-
able health care? Does the 
decline of the middle class 
mean that our collective 
happiness as a people is at 
risk? Do Jefferson’s magic 
words still possess the 
power to provoke some 
intellectual fireworks?

Joseph J. Ellis is the 
author of “Revolutionary 
Summer” and “Founding 
Brothers.” His latest book, 
“American Dialogue: The 
Founders and Us,” will be 
published this fall.

Some 242 years later, still parsing ‘pursuit of happiness’
Los Angeles Times

Joseph J. Ellis
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TALLAHASSEE — 
Last fall, more than 
one out of every four 
students enrolled at state 
universities came from the 
Florida college system.

But data, presented last 
week to the Florida Board 
of Governors, showed 
that more students from 
state and community 
colleges could be moving 
into universities, where 
they could earn bachelor’s 
degrees that would likely 
correlate with higher 
earnings over their 
lifetimes.

In the 2016-2017 
academic year, 61 percent 
of the 57,864 students who 
earned associate of arts 
degrees at the 28 schools 
in the college system 
applied for admission to 
state universities. More 
than 30,000 students, or 
86 percent, were accepted, 
but only 25,000 of those 
students actually enrolled.

That data is being 
collected as part of an 
effort to improve Florida’s 
“two plus two” articulation 
system. The system allows 
students to start their 
post-high-school careers 
at colleges and earn 
associate degrees in two 
years. They then move on 
to state universities, where 
after another two years, 
they can earn bachelor’s 
degrees.

Wendy Link, a member 
of the university system’s 
Board of Governors, said 
Florida’s college-university 
articulation system is “the 
envy of the nation.” But 
she said the university and 
college systems are looking 
to make it better.

“As with all things, there 
are ways to improve upon 
it,” said Link, who leads 
the board’s Two (Plus) Two 
Articulation Committee.

Among the issues state 
higher-education officials 
will be looking at in the 
next few months are:

• The 5,000 students 
who are accepted at state 
universities but never 
enroll.

• The 38.8 percent of 
college students who earn 
associate degrees but never 
apply to a state university, 
a percentage that has 
increased from 35.5 percent 
in 2013-2014.

• The 91 percent of 
college students who 
only apply to one state 

university. Some 95 percent 
of the students denied 
university admission 
applied to only one 
school, although they are 
guaranteed admission to 
at least one of the 12 state 
universities once they earn 
their associate degrees.

• The 27 percent 
graduation rate, after 
two years, when college 
students transfer to state 
universities. That is much 
lower than the 49 percent 
graduation rate for students 
who enroll for four years at 
state universities. However, 
the six-year graduation 
rate for the college transfer 
students, at 68 percent, is 
similar to the 72 percent for 
the non-transfer university 
students.

Madeline Pumariega, 
chancellor of the college 
system, said Florida 
produces more associate 
degrees than any other 
state and that 63 percent 
of Florida high school 
students who move into 
post-secondary programs 
do so at state colleges.

Pumariega said there 
are opportunities for 
improvement in some 
areas like the 5,000 
students accepted at 
universities who never 
enroll. But she also said 
there are other factors that 
influence the students’ 
decisions, including being 
“place bound” because 
of financial, family or 
work obligations and 
not being able to attend 
schools distant from their 
hometowns.

She said financial 
aid and the ages of the 
students are other factors. 
The new data showed the 
average age of the enrolled 
college transfer student 
was 25.5 years in 2017, 
compared to a little over 
20 years for the four-year 
university students.

Pumariega also said 
her review of her system’s 
data showed that younger 
students who earn 
associate degrees are much 
more likely to transfer 
to state universities 
than older students. She 
said 84 percent of the 
students under the age of 
25 enrolled at a university, 
while that percentage is 
reduced for older students 
who are “balancing work 
and life.”

Board of Governors 
members also heard 
testimony about the 
University of Central 

Florida’s DirectConnect 
program, which is 
designed to help state 
college students transfer to 
UCF. The Orlando school 
leads the state university 
system by taking more 
than 30 percent of the 
college transfers.

A key member of that 
program is Valencia 
College, the third-largest 
school in the state college 
system.

Sandy Shugart, president 
of Valencia, said his 
school has worked closely 
with UCF to develop 
the transfer program 
that guarantees college 
students admission at the 
university once they earn 
their associate degrees. 
The program is enhanced 
by UCF placing counselors 
on the Valencia campus to 
advise students who are 
part of the program.

Shugart said the 
university system leaders 
should seek “a variety of 
solutions” to improving 
the transfer programs and 
“not a single, silver-bullet 
solution.”

He also said while the 
statewide system should 
set broad policies, it 
should look to the schools 
on a regional basis to 
develop specific programs.

“The problem we have 
to solve in Central Florida 
is nothing like the problem 
they have to solve for 
access in the Panhandle,” 
he said.

Although Florida has 
tried to bring uniformity 
to its state college and 
university courses, Shugart 
said “the number one 
inhibitor” for transfer 
students earning their 
bachelor’s degrees is the 
loss of credits when they 
move to universities. He 
said there has been “an 
ever-creeping demand for 
specialization” in many of 
the upper-division majors 
that has impacted the 
transfer students.

He also warned against 
“simplistic policies” aimed 
at measuring performance. 
For instance, he said 
college transfer students 
are much more likely to 
be part-time students at 
the universities than the 
four-year students who are 
more likely to be full time.

Shugart said metrics 
seeking to measure the 
time it takes to earn 
a degree need to be 
“nuanced” enough to take 
that factor into account.

State looks to boost 
college-to-university pipeline

By LLOYD DUNKELBERGER
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

 NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE
2 guilty in fatal 

drive-by that killed 
toddler

Man loses 2 
fingers in fireworks 

accident

Deputy, another 
pedestrian struck 

by passing car

Woman found safe 
after video of fall 

from SUV

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 
(AP) — Two Florida teens 
have been convicted in a 
drive-by shooting that left 
a toddler dead.

The Florida Times-
Union reports that the 
19-year-old men were 
both found guilty Tuesday 
of first-degree murder by 
separate juries.

Authorities say 
22-month-old Aiden 
McClendon was fatally 
shot in Jacksonville in 
January 2016. Investigators 
say Aiden’s teenage cousin 
was targeted by rival gang 
members.

MERRITT ISLAND, Fla. 
(AP) — A Florida man lost 
two fingers to a fireworks 
accident.

Florida Today reports 
the injury happened 
Tuesday night in Merritt 
Island.

Brevard County Fire 
Rescue officials said the 
man was airlifted to a 
hospital in Melbourne 
where doctors had to 
amputate two fingers.

No further details were 
immediately available.

TAVARES, Fla. (AP) — A 
sheriff’s deputy is in serious 
condition after a car struck 
him in central Florida.

The Florida Highway 
Patrol reports 27-year-old 
Lake County Deputy Austin 
Pringle and 22-year-old 
Cerontae Hodge were 
standing beside his patrol 
car on the shoulder of a 
road early Wednesday 
when a passing vehicle 
hit them. Hodge is also in 
serious condition.

The driver, 53-year-old 
Kim Johnson told troopers 
she saw the headlights of 
the vehicle and slowed 
down, but didn’t know it 
was a patrol car.

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — 
Detectives in Florida 
have found a woman safe 
after she was seen on a 
surveillance video falling 
from a moving SUV, 
officials said Tuesday.

The 21-year-old wom-
an had suffered road rash 
in the Monday afternoon 
fall but had not sought 
medical attention, a 
Hillsborough County 

Sheriff’s Office news 
release said. She told 
investigators that she fell 
out after leaning against 
a previously damaged 
door.

The woman had been 
riding with her boy-
friend, his sister and the 
sister’s 1-year-old son, 
the release said. They 
told police they had just 
left a nearby Walmart.

The Monday afternoon 
incident was captured on 
video at an intersection 
near the University of 
South Florida in Tampa. 
The woman appeared to 
be unconscious after the 
fall, which prompted the 
search for her.

The video was shared 
by the sheriff’s office 
in hopes of getting the 
public’s help in finding 
the woman. She was 
flat on her back on the 
road when the driver, 
later identified as the 
woman’s boyfriend, got 
out, picked her up and 
carried her back to the 
SUV. He then drove away. 
Numerous cars were at 
the intersection, and 
there were several people 
walking and biking along 
the sidewalk at the time.

Detectives have 
categorized the case as 
an accidental injury. No 
charges are expected.
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NOTICES
3112 FICTITIOUS NAME

07/05/2018
Notice Under 

Fictitious Name Law 
Pursuant to Section 865.09,

Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage
in  business  under the fictitious
name of Guardian Angel Home
Watch located at 123 Hunter Rd.
in the County of Charlotte, in the
City of Rotonda West, Florida
33947 intends to register the said
name  with  the Division of Corpo-
rations of the Florida Department
of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Rotonda West,  Florida,
this 28th day of June, 2018. 
Dianne Terry
Publish 07/05/18
110833   3592398

Notice Under 
Fictitious Name Law 

Pursuant to Section 865.09,
Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage
in  business  under the fictitious
name of Pat Shine Paiting
located at 22115 Voltair Ave in the
County of Charlotte, in the City of
Port Charlotte, Florida 33954
intends to register the said  name
with  the Division of Corporations
of the Florida Department of
State, Tallahassee, Florida. Dated
at Port Charlotte,  Florida, this 2nd
day of July, 2018. 
Publish 07/05/18
110833   3593300

GET RESULTS
USE CLASSIFIED!

Notice Under 
Fictitious Name Law 

Pursuant to Section 865.09,
Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage
in  business  under the fictitious
name of Seriously Sharp, LLC
located at 4863 Batchelor Ave. in
the County of Sarasota, in the City
of North Port, Florida 34287
intends to register the said  name
with  the Division of Corporations
of the Florida Department of
State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Port Charlotte,  Florida,
this 29th day of June, 2018. 
Seriously Sharp
Publish 07/05/18
110833   3592433

Notice Under 
Fictitious Name Law 

Pursuant to Section 865.09,
Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage
in  business  under the fictitious
name of Shear Paradise Salon &
Spa located at 3983 Destination
Dr., Ste. 101, in the County of
Sarasota, in the City of Osprey,
Florida 34229 intends to register
the said  name  with  the Division
of Corporations of the Florida 
Department of State, Tallahassee,
Florida. Dated at Venice,  Florida,
this 22nd day of June, 2018. 
Shear Paradise Salon inc.
Publish 07/05/18
110833   3593094

Notice Under 
Fictitious Name Law 

Pursuant to Section 865.09,
Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage
in  business  under the fictitious
name of Sunset Beach Rentals
located at 5040 N. Beach Rd. in
the County of Charlotte, in the City
of Englewood, Florida 34223
intends to register the said  name
with  the Division of Corporations
of the Florida Department of
State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Englewood,  Florida, this
2nd day of July, 2018. 
Ko Ko Kai Condominium 
Association, Inc. 
Publish 07/05/18
110833   3592820

Notice Under 
Fictitious Name Law 

Pursuant to Section 865.09,
Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage
in  business  under the fictitious
name of The Resort Hair Studio
located at 24710 Sandhill Blvd. in
the County of Charlotte, in the City
of Punta Gorda, Florida 33983
intends to register the said  name
with  the Division of Corporations
of the Florida Department of
State, Tallahassee, Florida. Dated
at Punta Gorda,  Florida, this 28th
day of June, 2018. 
Bien Chilero Ventures LLC
Publish 07/05/18
110833   3593120

3114 INVITATION TO BID

INVITATION FOR BID
Sealed Bids  will be received by
the City of Punta Gorda, Procure-
ment Office, 126 Harvey St, Punta
Gorda, FL, 33950 until 3:00 P.M.
ET on AUGUST 6, 2018 for Solic-
itation #F2017137/CONS-JL-
F O R C E M A I N / 1 6 2 0
CONSTRUCTION OF THE JONES
LOOP FORCEMAIN. Location for
the opening is the City Hall Annex,
Procurement Office, 2nd Floor,
126 Harvey Street, Punta Gorda,
FL 33950. Solicitation informa-
tion, including documents, is avail-
able on the City’s website at
www.pgorda.com or call (941)
575-3368. A Pre-Submittal Meet-
ing is scheduled for JULY 10,
2018 at 1:00 P.M. ET in the City
Hall Annex - 2nd Floor Conference
Room, 126 Harvey St, Punta
Gorda, FL.  Bidders may attend
this meeting via Internet Webinar. 
In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act and Florida
Statute 286.26, the location of
meetings related to this solicita-
tion is accessible to persons with
disabilities. If you are a person
with disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to partici-
pate in this meeting, you are
entitled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assistance. In-
terpreters for the hearing impaired
(TTY 941-575-5013) or non-Eng-
lish speaking citizens and any
other special accommodations
can be requested by contacting
the Human Resources
Manager/Non-Discrimination Coor-
dinator whose address is 326 W.
Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda, FL
33950, whose telephone number
is (941) 575-3308, and whose
email address is
humres@pgorda.us, at least two
(2) calendars days prior to the
meeting.
Marion Pace, CPPO, CPPB
Procedurement Manager
Publish: 07/05/18
102469   3592092

3116 NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CHARLOTTE COUNTY,
FLORIDA 
CASE NO. 18-000858 DR
DAVID COLGAN, PETITIONER, 
AND 
MARY BARD, 
RESPONDENT.
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR 
PETITION FOR 
DISESTABLISHMENT OF 
PATERNITY
TO: MARY BARD
ADDRESS UNKNOWN
PORT CHARLOTTE, FLORIDA 
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action
for Disestablishment of Paternity
has been filed that you are re-
quired to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses, if any, to it on the
attorney for David Colgan, whose
address is P.O. Box 51403, 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32240-
1403, on or before the hearing
scheduled in the matter for
Wednesday, July 11, 2018, and
file the original with the clerk of
this Court at 350 E. Marion Ave.,
Punta Gorda, FL 33950, before
service on Petitioner or immedi-
ately thereafter.
Copies of all court documents
in this case, including orders,
are available at the Clerk of
the Circuit Court’s office. You
may review these documents
upon request. 
You must keep the Clerk of the
Circuit Court’s office notified
of your current address. (You
may file Designation of Cur-
rent Mailing and E-Mail Ad-
dress, Florida Supreme Court
Approved Family Law form
12.915.) Future papers in this
lawsuit will be mailed or e-
mailed to the address on
record at the clerk’s office. 
Dated: June 11, 2018
Roger D. Eaton 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
By: W. Dettman
As Deputy Clerk
Lisa A.DiFranza  
Florida Bar No. 0087566
P.O. Box 51403
Jacksonville Beach, Florida 32240
Telephone (904) 394-2874
Fax: (904) 212-1994
E-mail:lisa@difranzalaw.com
Publish: 06/14/18, 06/21/18,
06/28/18, 07/05/18
402962   3586685

3122 NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR CHARLOTTE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 18-000077CC
JAMAICA WAY ON CHARLOTTE
HARBOR CONDOMINIUM ASSOCI-
ATION, INC.,
a Florida not-for-profit corporation,

Plaintiff,
v.
PARKWAY MOTOR INN, INC.,

Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that, pursuant to the Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure in this cause,
in the County Court of Charlotte
County, Florida, I will sell all the
property situated in Charlotte
County, Florida described as:

Unit 133, JAMAICA WAY 
CONDOMINIUM, a Condominium
according to the Declaration of

Condominium recorded in Offical
Record Book 973, Page 499, et.
seq., as amended and according
to Condominium Book 7, Pages
84A through 84G, as amended,

f f C

3122 NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE

of the Public Records of Char-
lotte County, Florida, together

with an undivided interest in the
common elements appurtenant

thereto.
Property Address:

1750 Jamaica Way, Unit #133
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

at public sale, to the highest 
bidder, for cash, July 25, 2018 at 
11:00 a.m. at www.charlotte.real-
foreclose.com in accordance with
Chapter 45 Florida Statutes. Any
person claiming an interest in the
surplus from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of the
date of the lis pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: R. Tillman 
As Deputy Clerk 6-25-18
Publish: 06/28/18, 07/05/18
259927   3590463

3130 NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that

the undersigned intends to sell the
personal property described
below to enforce a lien imposed
on said property under The Florida
Self Storage Facility Act Statutes
(Section 83.801-83.809).  The un-
dersigned will sell at public sale
Thursday, July 12th 2018 at
10:00 am EST on Lockerfox.com
where said property is stored at:
iStorage Port Charlotte, 7001
Gasparilla Road, Port Char-
lotte, FL 33981, Charlotte
County.
The following:
Name: Unit #
Contents: 
Steven Sloan 405
Furniture, Totes, Lamps, 
Electronics

Purchases must be paid for at
the time of purchase by cash only.
All purchased items are sold as is,
where is, and must be removed at
the time of the sale.  Sale is sub-
ject to cancellation in the event of
settlement between owner and ob-
ligated party.
Publish: 06/27/18 & 07/05/18
261196   3589168

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that

the undersigned intends to sell the
personal property described
below to enforce a lien imposed
on said property under The Florida
Self Storage Facility Act Statutes
(Section 83.801-83.809).  The un-
dersigned will sell at public sale
July 12th starting at 10:00 am
EST on Lockerfox.com where said
property is stored at: iStorage
Gasparilla, 10500 Winborough
Drive, Port Charlotte, FL
33981, Charlotte County.
The following:
Name: Unit #
Contents: 
Elizabeth Sullivan 0DD02
Fan, Totes, Crates

Purchases must be paid for at
the time of purchase by cash only.
All purchased items are sold as is,
where is, and must be removed at
the time of the sale.  Sale is sub-
ject to cancellation in the event of
settlement between owner and ob-
ligated party.
Published: 06/27/18, 07/05/18
106889   3589188

Classified = Sales

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
ANN STREET STORAGE at 209 E.
ANN ST. PUNTA GORDA, FL
33950, will sell, or otherwise dis-
pose of, the contents of the follow-
ing unit(s) to satisfy delinquent
amounts due and enforce a lien
imposed under the FLORIDA SELF
STORAGE ACT (section 83.801-
83.809). Sale will be conducted at
the above address on Friday, July
20, 2018 at 10AM. All property
for cash only in "as is" condition
and removed from the facility at
the time of the sale. The following
unit(s), containing personal prop-
erty such as items used in and
around the home, garage, and/or
workplace, and other misc. items
may not be available at the time of
the sale:
Joni Manning O9, household,
misc.   We reserve the right to re-
ject any and all bids and to cancel
sale in the event of settlement with
the obligated party(ies).
Publish: July 05, 12, 2018
129334   3592974

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: 
On 07/19/2018, 8:00 am at
2021 TAMIAMI TRL. PUNTA
GORDA, FL 33950-5919, pur-
suant to subsection 713.78 of the
Florida Statutes. A-1 TOW SERV-
ICE LLC. reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any and/or all bids.
The vehicles which will be:
1B3ES26C82D648700
2002 DODGE
1B7HC13Z81J541982
2001 DODGE
1YVHP84D855M24797
2005 MAZDA
3C4FY48B92T279258
2002 CHRYSLER
4T1BE46K27U146070
2007 TOYOTA
4TARN81A1RZZ282412
1994 TOYOTA
5LMFU28R13LJ42432
2003 LINCOLN
JM1BL1L35C1505882
2012 MAZDA
Publish: July 05, 2018
380480   3592706

3130 NOTICE OF SALE

Notice of Sale/ Auction
Time of Sale: 10:00 am
Location of Sale: 11139 Tamiami
Trail, Punta Gorda, FL 33955
Date of Sale: JULY 17, 2018
4T1VK13E5NU015781
92  TOYT CAMRY SILVER
1G1JC5245W7332601
98  CHEV CAVAILER   WHITE
1HGCM56333A116745
03  HOND ACCORD WHITE
KNDJD733945272305
04   KIA SORENTO SILVER
BL1A19CMF293
93  BAYL CLASSIC 2252  WHITE
Publish: July 05, 2018
103614   3593255

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
Darrells Wrecker Service gives No-
tice of Foreclosure of Lien and in-
tent to sell these vehicles on
07/13/2018, 10:00 am at 663 S
BREVARD AVE ARCADIA, FL
34266-4260, pursuant to subsec-
tion 713.78 of the Florida
Statutes. Darrells Wrecker Service
reserves the right to accept or re-
ject any and/or all bids.
1FAFP36383W245256 
2003 FORD 
1FMZU63K64ZB01195
2004 FORD
SHSRD684X3U103768
2003 HONDA
Publish: 07/01/2018
140912   3591842

Turn Your Trash
Into Cash!

Advertise any Item 
Under $500.

for FREE by Going to:
www.sun-classifieds.

com

*Limit 5 Ads Per 
Week

Excluding Pets & 
Firearms

Turn your
trash into

cash!
Advertise
your yard

sale!

 TODAY
 Murdock Rotary, Club 

meets Thurs 7:45am weekly 
at Perkins, 1700 Tamiami Trl. 
Friendliest club in SWFL. Call 
941-456-1862 for info 

Eagles, Eagles 23111 
Harborview Rd PC 941-629-1645 
lunch 11-2 pm dinner 5-8 music by 
Jersey Beat 

Punta Gorda Elks, 11-2 
Lunch; 3pm Tiki Open; 5-8 Dinner; 
5pm PER Social; 6:30-8:30 Charity 
Bar Bingo@25538ShorePG637-
2606;members&guests 

Free Kids Lunch, free lunch 
for ages 18 & under. 11:30-12pm 
@ PC Library 2280 Aaron St. 
941.764.5562. Sponsored by CCPS 
Champ’s Cafe 

Mahjong, Cultural Center 
2280 Aaron St. 11:30am-3:30pm, 
.50 cents an hour Cultural Center 
MembersPLUS free. 625-4175. 

Punta Gorda Elkettes, 
Elkettes Thrift Shop Open to the Public 
from 11:30am to 2:30pm @ 25538 
Shore Dr.,PG,637-2606, Ext. 451 

Punta Gorda Rotary, 
meets at noon at the Isles Yacht 
Club. The best place in PG to be at 

noon on Thursdays. 219-742-3287. 

 FRIDAY
 Outdoor Market, 

American Legion 103 Fri, Sat, Sun 
9-12 Variety of Vendors Year around, 
2101 Taylor Rd Interested vendors 
call 626-2569 

Project Linus, crochet knit 
quilt blankets for Charlotte County 
kids FGCU, 117 Herald Court, Punta 
Gorda 9-11am Nancy. 627-4364 

Eagles, 23111 Harborview Rd 
PC 941-629-1645 lunch 11-2 pm 
dinner 5-8 music by Boomers 

Bingo, Cultural Center 2280 
Aaron St. 10:45am-3:30pm. Game 
packs start at $13. Over 25 games w/
payouts up to $250. 625-4175. 

Punta Gorda Elks, 11-2 
Lunch; 3pm Tiki open; 5-8 Dinner; 
6:30-9:30 Music by Escape @ 25538 
Shore,PG,637-2606;members & guests 

Free Kids Lunch, free lunch 
for ages 18 & under. 10:30-12pm @ PC 
Library 2280 Aaron St. 941-764-5562. 
Sponsored by CCPS Champ’s Cafe 

Punta Gorda Elkettes, 
Elkettes Thrift Shop Open to the Public 
from 11:30am to 2:30pm @ 25538 
Shore Dr., PG,637-2606, ext. 451 

 CHARLOTTE CALENDAR

The Community Calendar items are entered by the event organizers and 
are run “as submitted.”  To submit an item, go to www.yoursun.com, 
select an edition and click on the “Community Calendar” link on the 
left. Click “Submit Event,” and fill out the appropriate information.

 TODAY
 Badminton, Englewood 

Sports Complex, 941-861-1980, 
9-12p. $2 to play! Open to all levels. 

Crafty Ladies, Handcrafted 
items every Thursday 9-11:30am 
(except holidays). Oaks Cove, Gulf 
Cove UMC, 1100 McCall, PC. 697-5533 

Beg/Impvr Line Dance, 
9-30 to 11-30 American Legion Post 
113 3436 Indiana Road Rotonda West. 
Phone Eve at 941-697-8733 

Line Dance Club, 9:30-
11:30am, Christ Lutheran Church, 
701 N. Indiana Ave. Impvr/intermed. 
line dances. Public welcome. Nancy 
474-6027 

Table Tennis, Englewood 
Sports Complex, 941-861-1980, 
9:30-12:30p. $2 to play! 

Pickleball Open Play, 
Englewood Sports Complex, 941-861-
1980, 1-4p. $2 to play. 

Bingo, 6:30 p.m., Public Invited! 
Bar food available 5pm till close. Nice 
prizes Play 3 cards for $1  Rotonda Elks 

Male singers wanted, 701 
N Indiana Ave, Englewood on Thurs. 
6:30 PM for an evening of a cappella 
singing in the Barbershop style. 
941-307-9825 

 FRIDAY
 Line Dancing, 9-30 to 11-30 

American Legion Post 113 3436 
Indiana Road Rotonda West. Phone 
Eve at 941-697-8733 

Table Tennis, Englewood 

Sports Complex, 941-861-1980, 
9:30-12:30 p.m. $2 to play! 

Friday Dine & Dance, Chef 
Choice: Coconut Shrimp & reg menu 
5-7:30pm Music: MC Squared 7-10pm 
Members & guests Rotonda Elks 

 SATURDAY
 FC Men’s Breakfast, FC 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 8 a.m. 
at Church campus, 140 Rotonda 
Blvd. W. Free & all men are 
invited. 475-7447 

Closet of Hope, Free 
clothing, ID required. 1st & 3rd 
Saturdays 9:30 a.m. to noon. 
Gulf Cove UMC, 1100 McCall, PC. 
697-1747 

Corn Hole, sign up 12:30 
p.m. games start 1 p.m. $2 fee 
per game. Come solo or bring a 
buddy. Rotonda Elks members & 
guests. 

Bingo, VFW 10178 Auxiliary 
550 N. McCall Rd. Englewood 1 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Public Welcome. 
941- 474- 7516 . 

 SUNDAY
 Sunday Dinner, Delicious 

Broasted Chicken Dinner $8.50 served 
2-4pm Dine in or take out. Rotonda 
Elks, members & guests 

Sunday Blue Plate, 
Country Fried Steak $6. VFW Aux. 
550 N. McCall Rd. 4:00 - 6:00 P.M 
Dine In - Carry Out Public Welcome 
941-747-7516 

 ENGLEWOOD CALENDAR

  TODAY 
 Conversation Group, 

10-11:30 am NP Senior Center 4940 
Pan American Blvd 426-2204 Bring a 
topic or a joke to share with the group. 

North Port VFW, Members 
& Guests, Euchre 12-4, Bingo 5PM, 
Bowling 6PM, Kitchen Open 5-7, 4860 
Trott Cir, NP 426-6865 

Mexican Dominos, noon 
to 3 p.m. NP Senior Center 4940 Pan 
American Blvd 426-2204 The dominos 
have numbers not dots. Come have fun. 

AMVETS 2000 Dinner, 
LAUX Country Style Ribs 4:30-7pm 
QOH @ 7pm Karaoke by Bobby O @ 
7pm 401 Ortiz Blvd NP 941-429-1999 

AMVETS 312 Dinner, 
Lunch 11:30-2:00 Dinner 5-7 Daily 
Specials Fun Bowling, Darts 7:00 7050 
Chancellor Blvd NP 941-429-5403 

Youth Boxing, USA Boxing 
coach. 6 p.m. Tues/Thurs. Morgan 
Center. Fundamentals. Work ethic. $10. 
239-292-9230. NPBOXCLUB@gmail.com  

 FRIDAY
 Holy Name Bingo, 5-9pm 

San Pedro Activity Center Open to all Up 
to $1300.00 in cash prizes Non-Smoking 
Refreshments 941-429-6602 

Basic Exercise, $3/class 
9-10 am NP Senior Center 4940 Pan 
American Blvd 426-2204 Join Brenda 
for a good work out & feel better. 

North Port VFW, Members & 
Guests, Fish Fry/Rib Dinner 5-7, Music 
by DJ Scotty 6-10, 4860 Trott Cir, NP 
426-6865 

Life AFTER Downton, Life 
After Downton, 7/6, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 

p.m. Join us for a cuppa’ tea & 
discussion. Ques? 941-861-5000. 

Pinochle, $2/person 12-3 pm, 
and 6-9 pm NP Senior Center 4940 
Pan American Blvd 426-2204 Come 
have a nice afternoon of cards. 

AMVETS 312 Dinner, 
Lunch 11:30-2:00 Dinner 5-7 Friday 
Fish Nite Music 6:30-9:30 Darts 
7:00 7050 Chancellor Blvd NP 
941-429-5403. 

 SATURDAY
 Closet of Hope, Free 

clothing, ID required. 1st & 3rd 
Saturdays 9:30a-12p. Gulf Cove UMC, 
1100 McCall, PC. 697-1747 

North Port VFW, Members 
& Guests, 10AM-10PM, Pool Table, 
Bowling, Golf, Jukebox. 4860 Trott Cir, 
NP 426-6865 

Adult Boxing, USA Boxing. 
Self-defense, confidence, weight loss.  
Sat. 2-3 at Morgan Center. $10. 
239-292-9230. NPBOXCLUB@gmail.
com 

AMVETS 312 Dinner, 5-7 
p.m. T-Bone Steak, Pot/sal/des $12 
Adv tics only by 07/04 Mus 6:30-9:30 
Allegros 7050 Chancellor Bl NP 
941-429-5403  

 SUNDAY
 AMVETS 312 Breakfast, 

8:30-11:00 great selection only $7.00 
$1 Bloody Marys 7050 Chancellor Blvd 
NP 941-429-5403 

North Port VFW, Members & 
Guests, 10AM-8PM $0.25 off of drafts, 
domestic bottles & well drinks, 4860 
Trott Cir, NP 426-6865 

 NORTH PORT CALENDAR
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OUR TOWN: OUTDOOR LIVING
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J umping in the car to explore the 
Sunshine State this summer? Make 
the drive an experience with these 

10 songs to add 
to your Florida 
summer road 
tripping playlist. 

“I Can’t Drive 55” 
by Sammy Hagar 
(Album: VOA, 
1984) — Well, the 
Interstate speed 
limit is 70, and 
it’s important to 
obey the posted 
speed limit. If 
you are heading 
to Daytona, 

Homestead or Sebring, this song is a 
must in your playlist. 

“Runnin’ Down a Dream,” Tom Petty 
and the Heartbreakers (Album: Full 
Moon Fever, 1989) — Elvis Presley 
rolled through Ocala in 1961 and Tom 
Petty, born in Gainesville, shook the 
King’s hand. That moment inspired a 
young Petty to pursue a musical career. 
Vacations are about new experiences 
and living out dreams. 

“The Tide Is High,” Blondie (Album: 
Autoamerican, 1980) — The Jamaican 
group The Paragons originally 
performed this reggae song in 1966, 
but it was the American band Blondie, 
fronted by Miami-born Angela Tremble 
(stage name Debbie Harry), who took 

it to number one on the US Billboard 
Hot 100 in 1980. 

“The Ballad of Curtis Loew,” Lynyrd 
Skynyrd (Album: Second Helping, 
1974) — Curtis Loew is not one specific 
person but a composite of people 
who lived in bandmember Ronnie Van 
Zant’s Jacksonville neighborhood. In 
the song, a country store referenced 
is based on what was called Claude’s 
Midway Grocery. Today, it’s called 
Sunrise Food (5406 Plymouth St., 
Jacksonville).

“Thunderstruck,” AC/DC (Album: 
The Razors Edge, 1990) — Let’s face 
it: If you’re out and about in Florida 

The Floridian Summer road trip playlist

Jennifer A.
HUBER
COLUMNIST

DAY TRIPPER

JENNIFER | 2

G reat week on the bike for me — 
how about you? I did get caught 
in a downpour for three miles, 

but it actually lowered 
the temperature by 
about 10 degrees and 
the rain felt pleasur-
ably cool. Popped out 
of the rain and within 
a few minutes the 
clothes were as dry as 
they were going to get. 
There is an old bike 
saying that goes, “I’ll 
never start a ride in the 
rain, but I will finish 
one in the rain.”

Just a note to the na-
scent cyclist: If you’re riding in the rain, 
be very attentive to the white markings 
on the pavement. These are a type of 
plastic thermo tape, and when they get 
wet they are like ice. Try not to touch 
them on a turn. Same warning about 
railroad tracks. When they are wet, they 
can be treacherous. 

As with any endeavor cycling has its 
own sets of laws and rules. I won’t bore 
you with the laws. If you’re interested in 
bicycle laws, ask anybody that doesn’t 
ride a bike. They’ll not only tell you 
every law they can think of, but many 
times they’ll even make up a whole list 
of them in an effort to convince you 
that it would be easier to leave the bike 
at home. 

On the other hand, there are some 
very specific rules that govern how we 
should approach the art of riding our 
bicycles. These are actually codified 
in a list of 95 rules maintained by the 
Velominati, the Keepers of the Cog 
(https://goo.gl/hLc1yK). Here are a few 
of my favorite rules. 

Rules every bike 
rider should know

Court
NEDERVELD
COLUMNIST

LIFE ON TWO WHEELS

COURT | 4

I ’ve had a lot of requests from new 
shooters lately to write about 
cleaning handguns. Like any other 

tools, guns get dirty 
and must be cleaned. 
But how often? Well, 
every time it’s used. A 
clean gun is a happy 
gun, and you can count 
on it to work properly 
when it has to. 

Let’s be honest, 
though — very few 
people clean a gun 
every time they shoot 
it. If you go to the 
range and put 20 shots 
through it, it probably 

doesn’t really need a complete cleaning 
(although most knowledgeable sources 
would recommend it). It’s too easy to 
let it slide once and then say, “Well, it 
shot OK, so I’ll clean it next time.” Then 
next time becomes next time and a bad 
habit is born. 

Clean your gun — it’s good policy 
and will show up in the long run. It 
also is one of the best methods to help 
clear up all that mystery about what 
part of the gun does what. The more 

Clean up your act

Billy
CARL
COLUMNIST

AT THE RANGE

BILLY | 4

A lthough Wildflower 
Preserve in Englewood 
has in the past been one 

of my favorite 
areas for 
nature study, 
it has been on 
an extended 
hiatus for 
visitors during 
ecological 
restoration, 
and is only 
now in the 
final stages 
of wetland 
restoration. 

Life abounds at Wildflower

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Flowers and their pollinators are a major source of wonder both in the butterfly garden and elsewhere in the preserve. Some pink Salvia in the 
garden here attracted a large black native carpenter bee — but notice what it is doing. It has grasped the flower stalk and is biting at the base. 
This is a “back-door” means of extracting nectar when it cannot access the nutritious fluid via the “front door” down the narrow corolla tube. 
This stealing of nectar does not benefit the flower, but it illustrates that bees are no dummies! 

The native prickly 
pear cactus has a 
gorgeous yellow 
flower that attracts 
many insects to 
nectar and pollen 
rewards. Here a 
marvelous green 
sweat bee is rolling 
in masses of pollen. 
This is one of 
numerous native 
bees (unlike the 
exotic honeybee 
from Europe and 
Africa) which can 
be very effective in 
pollinating plants. 
More photos inside.

WILD WORLD

Bill
DUNSON
COLUMNIST

BILL | 4

T his past weekend, I ran 
Moon Over Croom — a 
night trail race in the 

Croom Wild-
life Manage-
ment Area. 
Croom is 
located a 
couple hours 
north in 
Brooksville, 
and is part of 
the Withla-
coochee 
National 
Forest. This 
was my first 
time run-

ning it. My girlfriend Debbie ran 
it last year and recommended it 
because she knows I’m always 
up for a good adventure. 

The race offers three distances 

— 7, 14 or 21 miles — and is 
run as close to the full moon 
as possible. We chose to run 14 
miles. Other local runners Sally, 
Jessica, Melinda and Peter all did 
21 miles. They’re all ultra-run-
ners, so 21 miles is nothing!

Leading up to the race, I 
was super excited to hear the 
lightning bugs were out. I haven’t 
seen a lightning bug in a good 10 
years, but I have fond childhood 
memories of catching light-
ning bugs during the summer 
months. We’d put them in mason 
jars with holes poked in the lid. 
And, of course we’d put sticks 
and leaves inside for “habitat.” 
Then in the morning we’d set our 
captives free. That is, the few that 
survived till morning.

As I packed on Saturday to 
head up, the weather forecast 

looked like rain, rain, and more 
rain. But as luck would have it, 
the rain cleared out before the 
race. The race course is a 7-mile 
loop, so depending upon your 
selected distance, you run the 
loop once, twice or thrice. The 
race begins on the main road, 
but quickly turns off onto a 
hiking trail.

The portion of Croom that we 
ran was mostly comprised of oak 
trees. Some are majestic old live 
oaks that make wonderful cano-
pies strung with ferns and moss, 
and others are tall spindly oaks 
with big leaves that don’t grow 
this far south. It was still light as 
we ran our first loop, and I could 
see beautiful white and purple 
wildflowers. My geeky biologist 

Moon Over Croom, the night owl marathon 

Betty
STAUGLER
COLUMNIST

RUN FOR YOUR LIFE

BETTY | 4

PHOTO PROVIDED

Betty and Debbie after running 14 miles in the dark.
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OUTDOOR NEWS BULLETIN BOARD
GOT AN EVENT COMING UP?
We’d be happy to let people know. Email your info to Editor@
WaterLineWeekly.com at least two weeks before the event. 
Submissions may be edited for length or clarity.

PLACIDA PIER REPAIR WORK 
Repairs to the Placida Fishing Pier (13120 Pier Road, Placida) are 
in progress and will be completed by approximately Aug. 8. The 
pier was closed earlier this year due to fire damage. In the interim, 
please visit Ainger Fishing Pier (1385 Beach Road, Englewood), 
El Jobean Fishing Pier (5001 El Jobean Road, El Jobean) or Boca 
Grande Fishing Pier (5810 Gasparilla Road, Placida).

NEW APP FOR PARKING PAY STATIONS
Charlotte County Community Services beach and boat ramp 
parking can now be paid with your smartphone through 
ParkMobile. Mobile Now is no longer the service provider. The 
ParkMobile app is available for both Apple and Android. To learn 
more about ParkMobile, visit ParkMobile.com. For info, contact 
Community Services at 941-625-7529.

LIVE OAK POINT CLOSED
Due to safety concerns at Live Oak Point from Hurricane Irma 
damage, as well as ongoing construction of Live Oak Point Phase 
1B, the park is closed until further notice. Live Oak Point is located 
at 5100 Tamiami Trail, Charlotte Harbor.

COMMUNITY NIGHTS AT KING FISHER FLEET
King Fisher Fleet, headquartered at Fishermen’s Village in Punta 
Gorda, offers half-price admission on sunset cruises to select groups 
and their families through Sept. 30. Tuesdays: Teachers, school 
administration, and school support staff. Wednesdays: State, county, 
and city government employees, including fire, police, and other 
first responders. Thursdays: Healthcare workers (doctor’s offices, 
retirement communities, hospitals). All community members 
employed in each category are eligible for half-price admission 
for themselves and their family members on the sunset cruise 
with proof of employment. Proof of employment includes a name 
tag with the company logo, an employee ID, or other identifying 
document. Advance reservations are recommended. For more 
information about this special offer, call 941-639-0969.

LAND-BASED SHARK FISHING WORKSHOPS
The FWC needs your input on future management of the 
shore-based shark fishery. Workshops will he held at 6 p.m. July 18 
in Bradenton at the State College of Florida Library (5840 26th 
Street West, Bradenton) and July 19 in Fort Myers at the Joseph P 
D’Alessandro Office Complex, Room 165C (2295 Victoria Ave., Fort 
Myers). Share your input by attending a workshop in person or 
comment online at MyFWC.com/SaltwaterComments.

ADULTS CAN LEARN TO SAIL
Come learn to sail or refresh your skills with Englewood Sailing 
Association’s (ESA) Summer Adult Class for those 18 and over. 
This popular four-day class is ideal for working adults since it is 
held over two consecutive weekends, July 21-22 and July 28-29, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily. The only prerequisites are the ability 
to swim and the desire to sail. Class will be held at the ESA 
Sailing Center at Indian Mound Park in Englewood. Cost is $175 
per person and registration is now open at the Englewood SKY 
Family Y. ESA instructors are certified through U.S. Sailing and are 
trained in CPR and First Aid. For additional information, contact 
Craig Keller at 941-276-3115 or the Y at 941-474-1234 or visit 
EnglewoodSailing.org. Class size is limited.

SUMMER SAILING CAMP
Learn to sail or improve your skills on beautiful Lemon Bay this 
summer. Registration is now open for youth ages 10-17 at the 
Englewood SKY Family YMCA (701 Medical Blvd, Englewood). Camps 
provide supervised instruction in the fundamentals of sailing and 
boat handling, as well as safety, seamanship and environmental 
awareness. Instruction is provided by adult U.S. Sailing-certified 
instructors. The ability to swim is a prerequisite. Camps will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily. The last session will be held July 9-13. Cost 
is $135 per session, with a $10 discount for Y or ESA members. Camps 
are held at the ESA Sailing Center at Indian Mound Park (210 Winson 
Ave., Englewood) and are limited to 22 participants each. For more 
information, contact Laurie O’Gara at 908-310-7975 or the Englewood 

SKY Family Y at 941-475-1234, or visit EnglewoodSailing.org. 

PLANT SOCIETY FIELD TRIP
The Mangrove Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society invites the 
public to join them July 28 for a short walk through Carlton Preserve 
(1800 Mabry Carlton Parkway, Venice). The society promotes the 
preservation, conservation and restoration of the native plants 
and native plant communities of Florida. Meetings, field trips and 
special events are free and open to the public. For more info, contact 
trail guide Al Squires at 941-769-3633 or AHSquires1@comcast.net. 

LBTD FISHING TOURNEY
The Lemon Bay Touchdown Club’s seventh annual Fishing 
Tournament is set for Aug. 4 at Boca Grande Marina (220 Harbor 
Drive, Boca Grande). Offshore anglers will fish for red grouper, 
snapper and a mystery fish. The inshore division will fish for redfish, 
trout and a mystery fish. There will be a captains meeting at 6 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 3 at Ricaltini’s (1997 Kentucky Ave., Englewood). 
Offshore boats will be released at 9 p.m. Aug. 3. Inshore boats will 
check in between 6 a.m. and 7 a.m. Aug. 4 and begin fishing at 
7 a.m. Weigh-ins will be from 2 to 5 p.m. at Boca Grande Marina, 
with an after party at 5 p.m. Team entry is $350, which includes 
four anglers, VIP bag and long-sleeve tournament shirt. More 
anglers may be added for $50 per person. Registration after Aug. 
1 will be $400 per team. Proceeds benefit the LBHS Manta Rays 
football program. Organizers are also welcoming sponsors at all 
levels. For more info, contact Janine Vito at 941-441-7045, Ryan 

Johnson at 941-586-8019, or Holly Haynes at 941-270-2479. 
Visit lbtdc.weebly.com or Facebook.com/LBTDClub for updated 
information.

FISHIN’ TALK RADIO SEMINAR
The next event in the Fishin’ Talk Radio seminar series will be held 
Aug. 7 at Gasparilla Marina’s Waterside Grill (15001 Gasparilla Road, 
Placida). Seminars are scheduled for the first Tuesday of each month 
and are hosted by the boys from Fishin’ Talk Radio. Topics vary 
depending on how the fishing is going, but you’re guaranteed to 
learn something useful — and if you have any questions you want 
answered, bring ‘em with you. Come out at 5:30 p.m. and enjoy 
dinner and drinks with Capt. Josh Olive and Capt. Mike Myers (you 
buy your own); the talk gets started at 6:30 p.m. For more info, call 
Capt. Mike at 941-416-8047 or Josh at 941-276-9657.

SALTWATER FISHING 101
Do you like to fish? Would you like to learn the basics of shallow 
saltwater fishing from men who love God and love fishing Charlotte 
Harbor? Fishermen from Deep Creek Community Church invite 
young men between the ages of 11 and 15 who are interested in 
fishing to join us for a free saltwater fishing clinic conducted on 
two consecutive Saturday mornings. The first Saturday is classroom 
hands-on instruction in preparation for a half-day fishing trip on the 
following Saturday. For the safety and enjoyment of all involved, all 
participants must complete the classroom instruction prior to the 
fishing trip. For available class dates, go to YF4C.org.

If you have an event you want included in the Outdoor News Bulletin Board, email it to Editor@WaterLineWeekly.com

FISHING CLUB MEETINGS: The Gulf Cove Fishing Club meets 
on the second Monday of the month from October through May 
at the Hope Lutheran Church in Gulf Cove (14200 Hopewell Ave., 
Port Charlotte) at 7 p.m. At each meeting, a speaker will talk on 
a timely topic. The public is invited to attend, but only Gulf Cove 
residents can be members. For more info, call 941-698-8607.

NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY MEETINGS: The Mangrove Chapter 
of the Florida Native Plant Society meets from 7 to 9 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each month (Oct-May) at Lemon Bay Park (570 
Bay Park Blvd., Englewood). Call 941-769-3633. The Coccoloba 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society meets from 7 to 9 p.m. 
the second Thursday of each month at the Calusa Nature Center 
and Planetarium (3450 Ortiz Ave., Fort Myers). Call 239-275-3435. 
Meetings are free and the public is welcome. 

HANG OUT WITH SCRUB JAYS: Spend the morning with the 
scrub jays at Oscar Scherer State Park (1843 S. Tamiami Trail, 
Osprey) from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. This unique Central 
Florida experience includes a nature walk to see the park’s diverse 
ecosystems, native flora and fauna. Call 941-483-5956 for info.

WHAT’S THAT BIRD?: Volunteer bird interpreters share their 
expertise on ID and behavior of raptors, shorebirds, waterfowl 
and other avian visitors at Myakka River State Park (13208 S.R. 
72, Sarasota). Volunteers set up scopes and help people identify 
birds from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. every day of the week.

CHARLOTTE HARBOR DRAGONS: Dragon boat club meets 
every Wednesday and Saturday at 8 a.m. and Sundays at 1 p.m. 
Learn the ancient art of dragon boat racing. We practice out 
of the Port Charlotte Beach Complex (4500 Harbor Blvd. Port 
Charlotte). For availability, contact Eddie Amara at 941-740-
1286 or eamara1@comcast.net, or to learn more about the club 
visit CharlotteHarborDragons.com. Paddles up!

CHARLOTTE HARBOR MULTIHULL ASSOCIATION: Members 
of this club for multihull owners, sailors or those who are 
interested in the exchange of ideas about equipping and 
sailing boats, share information about anchorages and cruising 
destinations, hold informal races and have raft-ups. No dues. 
The club meets at a local restaurant the first Monday of each 
month at 6 p.m. For more info, call 941-876-6667.

COASTAL VENTURES CRUISE CLUB: This club, designed 
for personal boat cruising, meets on the third Tuesday of the 
month at the Waterfrontoo Restaurant (2205 N. Tamiami Trail, 
Nokomis). Join them for dinner at 6 p.m. and/or the 7:30 p.m. 
meeting where they’ll discuss upcoming cruises and activities. 
Enjoy the camaraderie of like-minded water rats. If interested, 
attend a meeting or call 941-493-0070 for more info.

VOLUNTEER AT SHAMROCK PARK: Shamrock Park Nature 
Center (3900 Shamrock Drive, Venice) holds its monthly 
volunteer work mornings from 8 to 10 a.m. on the third Friday 
of each month. For more info, call Jennifer Rogers at 941-861-
5000 or email her at jrogers@scgov.net.

GREATER CHARLOTTE HARBOR SIERRA CLUB: Meetings are 
held from October to April at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Church (1532 
Forrest Nelson Blvd., Port Charlotte). Meetings include coffee, 
outdoor prizes, environmental speakers and more. For more 
info, call Allen at 941-423-2713. Visit GCHGroup.org for a list of 
planned 2018 fall outings.

ONGOING EVENTS

during the summer, you’ll 
most likely encounter an 
afternoon thunderstorm. 
And although the band 
is from Australia, lead 
singer Brian Johnson 
takes up residence in 
Sarasota. 

“Down in the 

Everglades,” Willie Nelson 
(Album: Gone Fishin’ 
Soundtrack, 1997) — This 
is a playful tune about 
the River of Grass. The 
song is on the “Gone 
Fishin’” soundtrack, a 
comedy starring Joe Pesci 
and Danny Glover with 
Willie Nelson costarring. 
Pesci and Glover play 
fishermen who win a stay 
in the Florida Everglades 
and land in trouble. 

“Summer Nights,” 
John Travolta and Olivia 
Newton John (Album: 
Grease: The Original 
Soundtrack from the 
Motion Picture, 1978) 
— Travolta is an Ocala 
resident and “Grease” 
is one of my favorite 
movies. This playful tune, 
which is great for group 
karaoke, is a reminder 
there will always be 
fond memories of 

summer nights. 
“Big Yellow Taxi,” Joni 

Mitchell (Album: Ladies 
of the Canyon, 1970) 
— As I drive through 
Florida, I’m pleasantly 
surprised by all the open 
land but as I approach 
new development, the 
line “paved paradise, put 
up a parking lot” plays 
in my head. Growth 
and development is 
inevitable, but let’s be 
smart about it. 

“Good Day Sunshine,” 
The Beatles (Album: 
Revolver, 1966) — Driving 
through the Sunshine 
State should have at least 
one song with “sunshine” 
in the title and this 

made the list because 
it was part of the final 
morning playlist for the 
space shuttle program. 
During each space 
shuttle mission as well as 
aboard the International 
Space Station, a morning 
song is played. On 
Flight Day 8, July 15, 
2011, the crew aboard 
Atlantis welcomed the 
morning with “Good Day 
Sunshine,” sung by Paul 
McCartney. 

“When the Sun Goes 
Down in Charlotte 
Harbor,” Jim Morris 
(Album: Another Day at 
the Office, 2007) — When 
you’re returning home 
after your road tripping 

through the Sunshine 
State, this song by the 
beloved and greatly 
missed Jim Morris should 
be playing. 

Whether driving a little 
deuce coupe, little red 
Corvette or a brand-new 
Cadillac, happy and safe 
travels!

Jennifer Huber is 
just your average 
40-something-year-old gal 
living life solo and writing 
about her travels on her 
blog, SoloTravelGirl.
com. Listen to Solo Travel 
Girl’s adventures near 
and far every Thursday 
at noon on 97.5 FM or 
KDWRadio.com.

JENNIFER
FROM PAGE 1
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Venice
4238 S. Tamiami Trail

Behind Outback near Books-A-Million
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Yet life there continues 
to astonish the senses 
at every turn. Here is a 
sampling of what you 
might see during a visit 
— although every visit is 
different and unexpected 
creatures are observed.

Even during the 
restoration process, 
Wildflower Preserve 
has continued to be 
an amazing place to 
observe nature. In the 
near future, when the 
restoration process has 
been finished, we may 
expect an improvement 
in habitat quality and 
in biodiversity. It will 
become a mecca for those 
interested in observing 
all aspects of plant and 
animal life.

Bill Dunson is Professor 
Emeritus of Pennsylvania 
State University thanks 
to a  
career spent entirely at 
that institution, teaching 
and doing research on 
the physiological ecology 
and ecotoxiciology of 
reptiles, amphibians and 
fish. Always curious about 
nature, Bill has dedicated 
his life to learning and 
sharing his knowledge 
with others. Contact him 
at wdunson@comcast.net.

BILL
FROM PAGE 1

Another carpenter bee is seen in the flower of a wetland prim-
rose willow or seed box, which has an open configuration which 
allows easy access to the center of the flower. The different 
strategies needed to extract food from different types of 
flowers illustrates the dynamic interaction between flowers and 
the rewards offered to potential pollinators. It also illustrates 
that this exotic plant provides considerable benefits to native 
pollinators, despite being invasive in nutrient enriched waters. 
It also serves as a larval food source for banded sphinx moths.

There are many dragonflies around the wetlands, but the male 
scarlet skimmer is one of the most spectacular. This is an exotic 
species only recently arrived in South Florida, but it seems to 
thrive in disturbed habitats and have minimal adverse impacts 
on native dragonflies.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

One of the most unusual crabs to be rarely seen in tidal areas of Lemon Creek is the mangrove 
root crab, a Caribbean resident that occasionally finds it way to our area. It feeds on mangrove 
leaves and I have seen it only in two locations locally: At Wildflower and in lower areas of Oyster 
Creek. Perhaps it is starting to get a foothold in our area due to climate warming or some other 
changes in habitat characteristics. But this illustrates how species can gradually expand their 
ranges.

Regarding tan lines: 
Rule #7 — Tan lines 
should be cultivated 
and kept razor sharp. 
Under no circumstances 
should one be rolling up 
their sleeves or shorts 
in an effort to somehow 
diminish one’s tan lines. 

Sleeveless jerseys are 
under no circumstances 
to be employed.

How many bicycles 
should you own? Rule 
#12 — The correct 
number of bikes to 
own is n+1. While the 
minimum number of 
bikes one should own 
is three, the correct 
number is n+1, where n 
is the number of bikes 
currently owned. This 

equation may also be 
re-written as s-1, where 
s is the number of bikes 
owned that would result 
in separation from your 
partner.

What to do when a 
group of riders passes 
you and it might be fun 
to join them? Rule #19 
— Introduce yourself. 
If you deem it appro-
priate to join a group of 
riders who are not part 

of an open group ride 
and who are not your 
mates, it is customary 
and courteous to an-
nounce your presence. 
Introduce yourself and 
ask if you may join 
the group. If you have 
been passed by a group, 
wait for an invitation, 
introduce yourself, or 
let them go. The silent 
joiner is viewed as 
ill-mannered. 

If you have agreed to 
meet friends for a ride at 
a certain time then Rule 
#87 applies: The ride 
starts on time. No ex-
ceptions. The upside of 
always leaving on time is 
considerable. Others will 
be late exactly once. You 
demonstrate, not with 
words but with actions, 
your commitment. 

An anonymous author 
stated, “You can’t buy 

happiness, but you can 
buy a bicycle and that’s 
pretty close.”

Did you ride your 
bike today?

Court Nederveld owns 
his own computer con-
sulting and fixit service 
— Bits, Bytes & Chips 
Computer Service — and 
is an avid bicyclist. You 
can reach him adakeep@ 
hotmail.com or 
941-626-3285.

COURT
FROM PAGE 1

you handle your gun, 
the more you’re going to 
understand what makes 
this machine tick — and 
that’s a good thing.

Leading in the barrel 
can be a serous issue if 
you shooting unjacketed 
lead bullets — especially 
if the bullets are fired at 
speeds more than 800 feet 
per second or are cast of 
soft lead. Once that lead 
is in the barrel’s rifling 
lands, you’ll have fun 
getting it all back out. 
If you shoot lead, you 
probably need a Lewis 
lead remover. This tool, 
which comes as a kit from 
Brownell’s, makes the 
removal of lead a whole 
lot easier. Just follow 
the instructions and 
use it with some Butch’s 
bore paste. It will work 
wonders after you’ve 
already worn out several 

bore brushes.
Another neat little tool 

that saves a lot of time 
cleaning and is great for 
those times when you’ve 
shot only a few rounds 
through the gun is called 
a bore snake. They’re 
available for just about 
all calibers, and look just 
like the name implies. 
Take some solvent (like 
Hoppes No. 9) and wet 
the first part of the cloth 
ahead of the brushes with 
just enough solvent so 
you can feel it on your 
fingers. Now go to the end 
of the bore snake and add 
some gun oil to the cloth 
— again, just enough so 
you can feel it. 

Open the gun’s action 
and pull the bore 
snake through from 
the chamber end of the 
barrel. First the solvent 
enters the barrel and 
softens up the crud, then 
the three brushes past 
through giving it a good 
scrubbing, the cloth 
wipes it clean, and finally 

the end part puts a fine 
coat of oil on the inside of 
the barrel. Presto — clean 
gun. Now this is definitely 
not the way to clean a 
gun that hasn’t been 
cleaned in a long time, 
but a lot of times I’ll use it 
at the range before I leave 
if I ran just a few rounds 
through a gun.

OK, what if you run 
300 rounds through it? Or, 
worse, what if you haven’t 
cleaned it for a long time? 
That takes a little longer 
to explain, and I’m almost 
out of space. So we’ll 
come back to it next time. 
Until then, safe shooting.

Billy Carl is an 
NRA-certified firearms 
instructor and is 
available for individual 
instruction in firearms 
safety and concealed 
carry classes. Contact 
him at 941-769-0767 or 
through J&J One Stop Gun 
Shop at 2324 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte, or 
941-979-5008.

BILLY
FROM PAGE 1

side wanted to stop and 
take pictures, but it was a 
race so I resisted. 

The race course was 
a good reminder of why 
it’s important to run 
our bridges. There are 
hills in Brooksville. Not 
mountains, but long, 
gradual hills. On the 
trail, these hills come 
with fallen trees to jump 
over, and lots of roots to 
trip over. There was one 
particularly gorgeous spot 
where we ran between 
two vegetated ledges. I felt 
like I was running through 
a jungle. Actually, that 

spot required climbing 
up rocks and roots, so we 
mostly walked it.

After 7 miles — really 
it was 7.3 miles but who’s 
counting? — the end of 
the loop dumped into 
the race staging area. A 
couple sips of water and 
we were back on our way 
for loop two — this time 
in the dark. Everyone was 
required to have a head-
lamp or flashlight. Prior 
to this race, I bought an 
800-lumen flashlight. Best 
investment ever! Runners 
with bright flashlights 
made lots of friends on 
the course, because let’s 
not forget all those fallen 
trees to jump over and 
roots to trip over. 

The course was well 
marked with glow sticks, 
so it would have been 
hard to get lost, but 
certainly not hard to 
face-plant. Which Debbie 
and I both did. Of course, 
we were in good com-
pany with all the other 
face-planters out there. 
I was disappointed the 
lightning bugs didn’t make 
an appearance, but the 
frogs were certainly out 

in force. 
Although most of the 

trail was dry, there was 
one spot for about a tenth 
of a mile that was wet 
and muddy. This spot was 
about a half mile from 
the finish line, but Debbie 
and I missed noting its 
location. So, for about 
4 miles, at every bend we’d 
say, “I think the mud is 
just around the corner.”

We crossed the finish 
line in 2 hours and 
45 minutes, and were 
promptly awarded a cup 
and moon pie for our 
efforts. Gotta love it! 

Looks like I’ll have to 
add Moon Over Croom 
to my annual race list. If 
nighttime running doesn’t 
sound like your thing, 
there are many opportu-
nities for daytime hiking, 
running and racing at 
Croom throughout the 
year.

Betty Staugler is the 
Charlotte County extension 
agent for the Florida Sea 
Grant Program and an 
active runner. Contact her 
at staugler@ufl.edu or 
941-764-4346.

BETTY
FROM PAGE 1
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1000
REAL ESTATE

“We Are Pledged To The Letter And
Spirit of U.S. Policy For The Achieve-
ment Of Equal Housing Opportunity
Throughout The Nation. We Encour-
age And Support An Affirmative
Advertising And Marketing Program In
Which there Are No Barriers To
Obtaining Housing Because of Race,

Color, Religion, Sec, Handicap, Famil-
ial Status Or National Origin.”

REAL ESTATE
1010 - 1650

1010 Open House
1015       Real Estate Auctions
1020 Homes/General

For Sale
1030 Waterfront Homes

For Sale
1031        Foreclosures For Sale
1035        Golf Course

Community For Sale
1040 Condos/Villas For Sale
1060 Townhouses For Sale
1070 Duplexes For Sale
1075 Tri-Plex For Sale
1080 Apartments For Sale
1090 Mobile Homes For Sale
1100 Interval Ownership
1100       Out of Area Homes

For Sale
1115 Trade/Exchange
1120 Wanted To Buy

RENT
1205        Lease Option
1210        Homes
1240 Condos/Villas
1280       Townhouses
1300 Duplexes
1320 Apartments
1330 Hotel/Motel
1340 Mobile Homes
1345 Misc. Rentals
1350 Efficiencies
1360 Room To Rent
1370 Rentals To Share
1390 Vacation/Seasonal
1420 Wanted To Rent

LOTS
1500 Lots & Acreage
1515 Waterfront
1520 Out Of Area Lots
1530 Commercial Lots
1540 Trade/Exchange

BUSINESS
1600 Business For Sale
1610 Business Rentals
1615 Income Property
1620       Commercial/ 

Industrial Prop.
1640 Warehouse & Storage
1650 Farm/Ranches

1010 OPEN HOUSE

07/05/18

Great Deals in
the Classifieds!

10578 RIVERSIDE RD
PORT CHARLOTTE, FL

33981
OPEN BY APPT.

UNIQUE ONE OF A KIND
SAILING COMPOUND 

A SAILOR’S DREAM ! 
GORGEOUS 3 BEDROOM 2.5
BATH 4 CAR GARAGE HOME

WITH HEATED POOL & SP AND
OVER 2,550 SF UNDER AC OF
LIVING SPACE (3284SF TOTAL)
A 160’ CONCRETE SEAWALL,
145’ OF DOCK INCLUDING 2
BOAT LIFTS. IF SAILING AND
LIVING ON THE WATER ISYOUR

DREAM, THIS IS YOUR DESTINATION.
FLA GOLF PROPERTIES INC

941-698-4653

THE CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING DEPT.

WILL BE CLOSED 
JULY 4TH, 

WEDNESDAY 7/4

*We Will Re-Open at
8:00am, Thursday, 

July 5th*

DEADLINES
FOR CLASSIFIED 
LINE ADS ARE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

TUESDAY June 26th
at 4:30 for Thursday
June 28th & Friday

June 29th publication

WEDNESDAY June
27th at 12:30 for 

Saturday June 30th
& 4:30 for Sunday
July1st publication.

THURSDAY June 28th
at 4:30 for Monday
July 2nd & Tuesday
July 3rd publication.

FRIDAY July 29th at
12:30 for Wednesday
July 4th publication.

MONDAY, July 2nd at
4:30 for Thursday,

July 5th publication.

TUESDAY, July 3rd at
4:30 for Friday July

6th publication.

We Wish Everyone a
Safe and Happy
Fourth of July

1010 OPEN HOUSE

OPEN SAT.-SUN. 12PM-4PM 
342 MONACO DR. P.G.I.

3/2.5/2, 3,300 SF
WATERFRONT HOME. CUSTOM

INFINITY POOL W/ WATERFALL &
CUSTOM INFINITY STONE SPA.

LP GAS THROUGHOUT.
$725,000. (518)-810-5070

OR (863)-529-3736

OUTSTANDING 
OPPORTUNITY

Location, location, location
with the best corner in

Rotonda West the 
premiere subdivision of

Charlotte County.
Land, plans, blueprints,
engineering and a Real

Estate brokerage.
$250,000.00 Principals

Only! FLA GOLF PROPERTIES
INC .       941-698-4653

1020 HOUSES FOR SALE

★ ★ $169,900.★★
New Custom Homes From
$169,900. on Your Lot or

Ours. Custom 3/2/2,
1600+ sf., Classic Series.

Prompt Delivery.
Reliance Project Mgm`t 
Call Today For Plans &
Your Tour! CGC#1512533 

941-468-8300

SELLING YOUR HOME,
CONDO, 
OR LOT?

WE CAN HELP YOU.

Advertise your home,
condo, or lot with us and

reach over 150,000
readers  in Charlotte,
Sarasota, & DeSoto
Counties and online

everyday.

Ask about our 
90 day special.

Call one of our 
classified experts for 

all the details at 
866-463-1638 

Realtors Welcome! 

4 SPORTSMAN LANE,
ROTONDA. LAKESIDE

2,577 SQ. FT. CUSTOM POOL
HOME. NEW ROOF, GRANITE,

OVERSIZED LOT! $359K CALL
TERRY LONG ALWAYS LONG ON
SERVICE WITH KW REALTY GOLD

TO VIEW OR SEE WHAT YOUR
HOME IS WORTH IN THIS MARKET! 

941-830-2347 

NEW CUSTOM HOME
1493 Navigator Road

Beautiful NEW Construction 
3 bdrm, 2 bath, 3 car garage,

Home on Deep Creek Golf
Course. 2,000 sq.ft. 
All Custom Upgrades. 

$299,900 941-626-7682

NORTH PORT
7956 Hyde Park Ave.,

- PERFECT FIRST HOME, 
RETIREMENT HAVEN OR 

INVESTMENT!  Ideally located
2-bedroom, 1-bath 1100 SF

block home with 1-car garage
on fully-fenced oversized lot in
the heart of North Port, just

one street behind the library in
a lovely quiet neighborhood

around the corner from parks,
churches, banks, shopping
and restaurants, and only

minutes from I-75. City water
and sewer!  Not in flood zone!
Security system.  $117,700

Patty Gillespie Remax 
Anchor 941-875-2755

PORT CHARLOTTE
1137 Barbour Ave. 33948

3 bed / 2.5 bathroom
Pool Home $139,900

941-276-5132

1020 HOUSES FOR SALE

PORT CHARLOTTE
14518 Bridgeview (Riverwood)

BETTER THAN NEW, TURN-
KEY FURNISHED, WITH 

MILLLION-$$ VIEW IN GATED
GOLF COMMUNITY!  

Magnificent 1800 SF 3/2/2
heated pool home with 

extended lanai on premier
oversized lake-front and golf
view lot.  Gorgeous sunset

views!  On cul-de-sac at end of
tranquil tree-lined street,
within waking distance of
community center, fitness

center, golf shop and on-site
restaurant.  Electronic

hurricane shutters & MORE!  
PORT CHARLOTTE'S MOST
PRESTIGIOUS ADDRESS!

$489,900 
Patty Gillespie Remax 
Anchor 941-875-2755

So-o-o MUCH for so little! 

PORT CHARLOTTE
15349 Mille Fiore Blvd.,

UNRIVALED OPPORTUNITY!
WATER-FRONT with ULTIMATE
PRIVACY in NW Port Charlotte's 

expanding GATED 
COMMUNITY of Villa Milano, 
Spectacular custom 1-owner

Mediterranean design 
2200 SF LIGHT, BRIGHT, open
great room comcept with for-
mal dining room,  3-Bedrooms

+ Den/Office. Low HOA
($98/MO)  $330,000 

Patty Gillespie Remax 
Anchor 941-875-2755

1030 WATERFRONT HOMES

ENGLEWOOD
CALLING ALL BOATERS

AND ANGLERS!
FULLY RENOVATED 3/2 WITH

EXPANSIVE VIEWS OF GOTTFRIED
CREEK ON 1/2 ACRE. 7,500

LB BOAT LIFT & FLOATING DOCK
& FIXED DOCK. 1 BRIDGE & A
SHORT RIDE TO LEMON BAY &

THE GULF! PEBBLE TEC SW
POOL & HOT TUB. $459,000.
BETTY MASIELLO, 201-841-

9091, MEDWAY REALTY

GARDENS OF
GULF COVE

GREAT
FAMILY HOME!

$199,999
VA,  FHA

Move in ready!

6481 Thorman Rd. 33981
2000 sf 3/2/2 2004 Built

Ron DeNichilo 
Cell  201-390-9544 
rwho25@yahoo.com

Keller Williams Realty Gold

PORT CHARLOTTE 4/4/2
BOATER’S DREAM! Well-main-
tained waterfront pool home.

Handicapped friendly.
$494,500  - Jackie Thornberry

Harbor Coast Realty
941-740-4580

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?

Since 1975
Only One Company

and One Broker-
Owner Still Stand:

Century 21 Aztec &
& Rick Page 

941-815-2199

1040 CONDOS/VILLAS
FOR SALE

COASTAL CAPE HAZE
LUXURY CONDO

STUNNING 2B/2BA W/
PRIVATE GARAGE. TOTALLY

REFURBISHED! NEW APPLIANCES,
ALL NEW TROPICAL

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES.
TURN-KEY READY. PRISTINE
GATED RESORT, POOL, SPA,
CLUBHOUSE & LOTS MORE.
MINUTES TO BEACH & BAY,

$174,900. 941-769-0200

To Advertise in 
The Showcase 

of Homes
Please Call 

866-463-1638 
or Email; 

special@sunnewspapers.net

1040 CONDOS/VILLAS
FOR SALE

PUNTA GORDA Pristine Resort
Condo 2/2 PRV Garage, low
HOA fees in Vivante.  Stainless,
Updated, Luxury Vinyl Plank
Flooring, 2 Lrg Master. $239,900 
Barb Brooks, Integrity Real 

Estate of Florida Inc.
941-286-8669 

Get $1000 off your Closing.

1090 MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE 

VENICE RANCH 
MOBILE HOME

ESTATES

WALKING DISTANCE TO 
PUBLIX & CVS

No Dogs, Cats ok! 
Call  Mike  941-488-5672
www.VeniceRanch.com

$25,000, 24x36, 2bd, 2
bath, Furnished. 

Handyman Special
24x36, 2/2 with screen

room. As is $8,000

1095 MANUFACTURED
HOMES FOR SALE

NEW 3/2 DblWide Delivered
& Set-Up on Your Lot w/

Skirting, Steps & Air! Only
$56,795. + Tax. Financing

For ALL Credit Scores Avail!
Prestige Homes, Punta Gorda 

941-637-1122

PORT CHARLOTTE
743 Nipigon Trail, 

Resident owned, Gated, 
Golfing Community, 4 pools,
2016 manufactured home,

1674 sq ft overall,  Open Plan
2BR+ DEN/OFFICE Vaulted

Ceilings, Wood/plank Ceramic
Floors, Spacious Granite

Kitchen.  $177,400
Barb Collins 941-268-0505 

Allison James Homes  

PUNTA GORDA 29200 Jones
Loop Rd #517, 2/2 plus den, 4
car carport, 1680SF, Open Con-
cept, Newly updated Decor, par-
tially furnished, New Roof 2017.
On Golf Course & Water. Large
Lanai.$109,900 614-560-4784

SAVE 25% UP TO
$25,000 OFF THE 

PURCHASE OF YOUR
NEW HOME!

55+ COMMUNITY W/
AMENITIES!

701 AQUI ESTA DR
PUNTA GORDA, 33950

BUTTONWOODVILLAGE.COM

941-212-1516

1210 HOMES FOR RENT

● NEED A RENTAL ●
Paradise Properties & 

Rentals, Inc 941-625-RENT

PORT CHARLOTTE 3/2/1
New Kitchen, & Appl., Tiled
Floors, Pets OK. $1195/mo
1st/Last & Sec. 561-351-5390

PORT CHARLOTTE
3397 Croton Terr 2BR/1BA
$1100/mo 1st + 2 mth sec

dep. Mary 941-626-0125
PORT CHARLOTTE

Executive Sailboat 3/2/2
$2300/mo. 2/2/1 Furn’d,

Pool $1300/mo. 1/1 Condo,
$850/mo. All Beautifully Furn’d
NO Smoking 941-628-0941

1320 APARTMENTS FOR RENT

ENGLEWOOD: SOUTH
MANASOTA KEY COTTAGE
1br/1ba. Newly renovated,

Annual. Util. & Cable Incl, Pets
Ok, $1,200/mo 941-716-2499

1350 EFFICIENCIES
FOR RENT

HARBOUR HEIGHTS close to
river, newly renovated efficien-
cies w cable & internet, Sunny-
brookMotel 941-625-6400

1360 ROOMS FOR RENT

HARBOR HEIGHTS Furnished
room. No pets, no smoking.
$130/wk (941)-627-3744
PORT CHARLOTTE room w/
own bath, kitchen privdg. priv
ent. $500/mo  941-629-6663

PUNTA GORDA Use of
Whole House. $600./Mo. 

1st & Deposit. 941-456-1976

1390 VACATION/
SEASONAL RENTALS

PT CHARLOTTE 2 Room
TROPICAL GET-A-WAYS,
Waterfront, Wifi, Daily, Wkly
Extend a Stay $300. wk + Up .
Non smoker 941-661-4262.

Get theGet the
Word out -Word out -
AdvertiseAdvertise

in thein the
Classifieds!Classifieds!

RENT THE BEST
“LIKE NEW” LARGE 2 BED/2 BATH
W/PRIVATE GARAGE, BEAUTIFULLY

APPOINTED, HEATED POOL.
COASTAL CAPE HAZE AREA. SO
CLOSE TO MANY BEACHES & BAY.

LARGE DECK W/LAKE VIEW.
941-769-0200

1500 LOTS & ACREAGE

SELLING YOUR
HOME, CONDO, 

or LOT?
We Can help you.

Advertise your home,
condo, or lot with us

and reach over 175,000
readers  in Charlotte,
Sarasota, & DeSoto
Counties and online

everyday.

Ask about our 90 day
special.

Call one of our 
classified experts for all

the details at 
866-463-1638 

Realtors Welcome! 

PT CHARLOTTE Riverwood -
BY OWNER. 1/3 acre + with

full water & GC views.
Cleared and ready. Upscale

neighborhood. Low HOA
fees. 678-778-1023/

mike@uniquemanuf.com

1610 BUSINESS RENTALS

VENICE ISLAND
Office Space at 
333 S. Tamiami Trl.

242SF Unit at $350/mo
532 SF Unit at $750/mo

2420 SF Unit at $3,330/mo
Brand New! 1st Month FREE!
Building Under New Ownership.
Judy Smith 772-971-1434 

1620 COMMERCIAL/
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY

PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT
AREA 2100sf Commercial

Warehouse /Flex Space, Over-
head door, AC, Water, Sewer,

trash, camera system incl.
$1100/mo + tax.  

Call  203-644-4732

2000

EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT

2005 Services
2010 Professional
2015 Banking
2020 Clerical
2025 Computer
2030 Medical
2035 Musical
2040      Restaurant/Hotel
2050 SkilledTrades
2060 Management
2070 Sales
2090 Child/Adult

Care Needed
2100 General
2110 Part-time/ Temp
2115 Home Based 

Business
2120 Seeking Employment

2005 SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL RESUMES
SARASOTA/CHARL CO. 
CALL FOR DETAILS
941-214-5257

2010 PROFESSIONAL

THE CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING DEPT.

WILL BE CLOSED 
JULY 4TH, 

WEDNESDAY 7/4

*We Will Re-Open at
8:00am, Thursday, 

July 5th*

DEADLINES
FOR CLASSIFIED 
LINE ADS ARE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

TUESDAY June 26th
at 4:30 for Thursday
June 28th & Friday

June 29th publication

WEDNESDAY June
27th at 12:30 for 

Saturday June 30th
& 4:30 for Sunday
July1st publication.

THURSDAY June 28th
at 4:30 for Monday
July 2nd & Tuesday
July 3rd publication.

FRIDAY July 29th at
12:30 for Wednesday
July 4th publication.

MONDAY, July 2nd at
4:30 for Thursday,

July 5th publication.

TUESDAY, July 3rd at
4:30 for Friday July

6th publication.

We Wish Everyone a
Safe and Happy
Fourth of July

2020 CLERICAL/OFFICE

NOW HIRING
CUSTOMER SERVICE

REPRESENTATIVE
PART-TIME

The Arcadian Newspaper is
seeking an individual that has
excellent customer service
skills and works well in a

team environment.

Applicant must be reliable,
flexible and have a

pleasant personality.

Must have computer
experience, be able to
work in a fast paced

environment and
multitasking is a priority.

Apply at:
The Arcadian

108 S. Polk Avenue
Arcadia, FL 34266

or
Email resume to:

gnickerson@sun-herald.com

2030 MEDICAL

DENTAL HYGENIST
Registered Dental Hygenist

needed Full Time, 4-4.5 days a
week. Benefits. Please Call 
941-475-2442 Englewood

SOLARIS HEALTHCARE
is now Hiring

CNAs
Full Time & Weekends

NURSES:
Weekend Supervisor, 

Shift Supervisor,
Night shift floor Nurse

$2000 Sign on BONUS!!
Apply:

solarishealthcare.vikus.net

2050 SKILLED TRADES

MANAGER for Tire
Store, Experienced in

all phases. 
Call 941-639-5681

5CLASSIFIEDS
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2050 SKILLED TRADES

Build the Career 
of Your Dreams!

Now Hiring an 
Assistant Construction

Manager in 
Englewood area!

The Assistant Construction
Manager will assist in the 

supervision of construction
activities, inspects all

work during construction, 
and ensures compliance with

plans and specifications. 
This position also

schedules sub-contractors 
for jobs and resolves related 

day-to-day issues.

SEND RESUMES TO: 

NealHR@nealcommunities.com

INSTALLER/HELPER
NEEDED for 

INSTALLATION/
MANUFACTURING

of Hurricane Shutters. 
FL Drivers lic. required.

Exp. helpful but will
train the right person.
(941)-485-5878 Venice

TIRE CHANGER
$500-$700 PER WEEK

w/DL. Call 941-639-5681

WARRANTY CLERK 
FT POSITION for experi-
enced pro. Must have
minimum of 2 years

warranty experience in
auto or RV’s. Busy repair
facility. Benefits, 401K,
drug-free workplace.
SEND RESUME and 

payroll requirements to: 
todaysjobs4you@gmail.com

Looking for
Adventure?
Find it
in the

Classifieds

2100 GENERAL

The Venice Gondolier Sun is
now taking applications for
carriers in  Venice and sur-
rounding  areas. Must have
dependable vehicle, a valid
Florida  Drivers License and
proof of insurance. 

Apply in person: 
200 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL 34285

No Phone Calls Please. 

CARRIERS
NEEDED

CHARLOTTE SUN 
NOW HIRING
OUTSIDE SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE

To Sell Media and Digital
products to Real Estate

Professionals throughout
Charlotte and Lee 

Counties. Minimum of
5 years quantifiable

Outside Sales experience
with digital and media 
experience preferred.

Salary plus commission.

We OFFER:
★ Health Insurance
★ Paid Time Off
★ 401K
★ Training
★ Stable and secure 
company with advancement
opportunies.

We are a Drug FREE 
Workplace.

Pre-employment Drug
testing required.

EMAIL RESUME TO:
jharrington@sun-herald.com

FABRICATORS  & GRANITE
INSTALL HELPERS

NEEDED NOW! 
EXPERIENCE PREFERRED.

PC  (941) 235-9567

LOOKING FOR AN 
ENJOYABLE POSITION
WITH FLEXIBLE HOURS

THAT FITS YOUR
LIFESTYLE? 

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for
Representatives to Promote

the Sun Newspapers at 
Various Locations Throughout

the Local Area. 

NO EXPERIENCE 
REQUIRED WE WILL TRAIN! 

Perfect for Retired/Semi
Retired, Outgoing, 

Dependable Who Can Set
Their Own Schedule. Prior

Self-Employed or Sales 
Experience a Plus. 

Positive Work Environment.
Business Casual Attire. 

Reliable Transportation and
Cell Phone Required. 

Call Today for Interview
941-268-5731

2100 GENERAL

ENTRY LEVEL POSITION 
FOR PRINTING

We are currently seeking a full
time entry level manufacturing

position. This position 
includes the opportunity to
learn the printing process

from the entry level position
and advance in a progressive
environment.  In this position
you will assist in the creation

of various well known 
newspapers and other related

products on our Press.
DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES
★ Remove product from the
end of the printing press or

finishing machine.
★ Move skids of product with

a hand jack
★Comply with all quality,
safety and work rules and 

regulations.

★Work Hours are: 
4:30 pm to 1:30am
QUALIFICATIONS

★Effectively communicate
with other members of the

staff.
★Assist other crew members
with various duties including

webbing up of the press
and/or special handwork in

order to meet customer 
requests.

★Follow all clean-up and
housekeeping procedures.
★The ability to take stacks
(average 10-30 lbs) using

repetitive hand/wrist 
movement, off of the end of a
machine (2-4 feet high) and
stack product on skids from

floor level to 5 feet high using
repetitive bending and 

twisting.
★The ability to remove skids
(weighing up to 2400 lbs) by

using a pallet jack.
★The ability to use a

computer.
★At least 18-years of age or

older.
★Ability to work well in a team

environment.
★Ability to follow instructions

and work independently.
★The ability to read and write;

possess good verbal and 
written comprehension.
We are a Drug FREE 

Workplace.
Pre-employment Drug

testing required.

Apply to Ken Moring - 
kmoring@suncoastpress.com

PALOMA HARVESTING,
INC. is accepting referrals
through the State Workforce
Agencies for 60 farmworkers
in Snow Hill, NC. The job in-
cludes duties associated with
the harvesting and packing of
watermelons and the harvest-
ing of sweet potatoes. This
work can require standing,
walking, stooping, bending,
and lifting up to 75 pounds for
long periods of time outdoors
in all weather conditions. This
is a temporary position from
7/1/18 to 11/26/18. Three-
fourths of an avg. of
40/hrs/wk guaranteed.  Work
tools, supplies, equipment
provided at no cost.  Housing
will be provided without cost
to workers who cannot rea-
sonably return to their perma-
nent residence at the end of
the workday. If applicable, ex-
penses for subsistence &
transportation to the worksite
will be provided. Employment
eligibility checked on all appli-
cants. Wage rate $11.46/hr
or the applicable piece rate.
Apply for this job at your near-
est State Workforce Agency
or at the North Carolina De-
partment of Commerce, PO
Box 27625 Raleigh, NC
27611.  Reference job order
#10865977.

2110 PART TIME/
TEMPORARY

"AMBASSADORS"
NEEDED

TO SOLICIT SUBSCRIPTIONS
FOR THE AWARD WINNING
LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, THE

SUN, AT STOREFRONTS IN THE
VENICE, NORTH PORT AND

ENGLEWOOD AREAS.

CONTACT JIM DEFALLE AT
941-786-7676

FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Turn your
trash into

cash!
Advertise
your yard

sale!

PRODUCT PACKING PERSON
PT, to pack small items. Mon
and Friday 10 AM to 4 PM. in

Nokomis area. Requires 
reliable transportation and

standing for some of work day.
Causal air conditioned work 

environment. Ref’s req. 
E-Mail: RkRkkw@yahoo.com 

ADVERTISE
In

The Classifieds!

3000 

NOTICES
3010 ANNOUNCEMENTS

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS!! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE
Merchandise Ad Go to: 
sun-classifieds.com

Click on Place Ad. If You`ve
Advertised Online with Us
Before or Not Just Click 
Register and Follow the

Prompts. 

FREE Ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500.
and the Ad Must be Placed
Online by You. One Item Per 
Ad, the Ad Must be 3 Lines
or Less, Price Must Appear 

in the Ad. Your Ad Will
Appear Online for 7 Days and
in Print Wednesday Through-
Sunday. Some Restrictions 
Do Apply.  LIMIT 5 FREE 

ADS PER WEEK

Need To Place a
Classified Ad?

Enter Your Classified Ad and
Pay With Your Credit Card

24 Hours a Day, 
7 Days a Week.

3020 PERSONALS

LADY HAIRSTYLIST SEEKING
MALE 45-70 for dining, movies,
conversation.  941-201-9853

3065 BIBLE STUDY
& CHURCHES

CALVARY BIBLE CHURCH
1936 E. Venice Ave. Venice

Friday at 9am.
Study features video teachings

of noted Bible Scholars on
various  subjects.

For more info. Call Rev. Jones
at: 941-485-7070 or visit

www.CBCVenice.com

CERTIFIED CHRISTIAN 
COUNSELING 941-876-4416

Liberty Community
Church 

North Port Charlotte

Charlotte County
House of Prayer 
Mondays beginning  

May 7th at 7pm  
The Omega Course

A study of the end times
992 Tamiami Trail Unit I

Port Charlotte
941 249-8946  

cchop.org

COMMUNITY CENTER  
4PM - 7PM each Wednesday.

Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd.

PC, Open to All Ages.
For more info 941-766-9357 

FAITH BUILDERS
A Basic Study to Build your
Christian Faith. Call Pastor
Gumm at Christ the King

Lutheran Church  for times.
941-766-9357 Port Charlotte

GATEWAY WORSHIP
PRAYER & HEALING

ROOMS
If you need healing, 

we want to pray with you!
Our prayer teams are 
available to minister to

you every Thursday 
7:30 pm-8:30 pm.
For information call 

863-832-4418
5377 Dunkin Rd.,

Punta Gorda 33982
Jesus Still Heals Today!

Lutheran Church of the Cross
2300 Luther Rd., Deep Creek

Bible Study - Thursdays 
10-11:30

and Sunday’s @ 9 AM
Questions and/or Info

(941) 627-6060              

NEW BIBLE STUDY BEGIN-
NING SUNDAY MAY 6TH

@5PM.  Journey To 
Discovering and Using

Your Spiritual Gift.
New Hope Baptist Church

Fellowship hall. 
2100 Englewood Rd. Eng.

FL 34223 A light supper will
be provided. Public is invited
and encouraged to attend.

$10/ Workbook fee.
www.NewHopeBC4U.org
To register or for more

information, call the
church office at 

941-474-7647 or e-mail
kay@newhopebc4u.org.

NEW SEASON FULL GOSPEL
MINISTRIES Meet Every

Wednesday at 6:30  Held at
3320 Loveland Blvd Port Char-

lotte, Fl  (Held  at Board of
Realtors Building same side

as Visani's Restaurant)
Food and Refreshments being

served plus live Christian
Music..Come and be a part of
our celebration!!  Everyone wel-

come! For more info call
Anna Soloduk  941-286-5506
UNIQUE & INFORMATIVE
DVD Every Sunday @ 6pm. Dis-
ussion After at El Jobean Baptist
941-769-6291

3091 ARTS CLASSES

Beginning
watercolor classes with
award winning artist 

Robert Broyles

at North Port
Hobby Lobby.

Private lessons
also avail 

Call 941-875-8163

3095 EXERCISE CLASSES

GULF COAST ACUPUNCTURE
151 Center Rd.

Wednesdays  5:30pm
Thursdays 9:00 am
Saturdays 8:30am

YOGA FOR BEGINNERS
Proceeds to

Venice Wildlife Center
Call Rick or Mary

941-488-1769

3096 RELIGION CLASSES

BEGIN YOUR DAY IN 
BIBLE STUDY

Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd.

Tuesdays 10AM-11AM. 
For more info 941-766-9357

Port Charlotte

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4005 Palm Drive, Punta Gorda

Various Days & Times
CONFIRMATION/BIBLE STUDY

Adult Infomational Class
941-639-6309

START YOUR DAY RIGHT
Bible Study Thursdays 

10:00-11:30
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OF THE CROSS
2300 Luther Rd., Deep Creek

and Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Questions and/or Info

(941) 627-6060              

3097 OTHER CLASSES

KRIYA YOGA MEDITATION
with Linda Weser, 4 p.m.

every Monday.   FREE; Open
to the public. 941-276-0124

5000 

BUSINESS SERVICES
AN OCCUPATIONAL LIC.
may be required by the City
and/or County. Please call the
appropriate occupational
licensing bureau to verify.

5005 ALTERATIONS

THE CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING DEPT.

WILL BE CLOSED 
JULY 4TH, 

WEDNESDAY 7/4

*We Will Re-Open at
8:00am, Thursday, 

July 5th*

DEADLINES
FOR CLASSIFIED 
LINE ADS ARE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

TUESDAY June 26th
at 4:30 for Thursday
June 28th & Friday

June 29th publication

WEDNESDAY June
27th at 12:30 for 

Saturday June 30th
& 4:30 for Sunday
July1st publication.

THURSDAY June 28th
at 4:30 for Monday
July 2nd & Tuesday
July 3rd publication.

FRIDAY July 29th at
12:30 for Wednesday
July 4th publication.

MONDAY, July 2nd at
4:30 for Thursday,

July 5th publication.

TUESDAY, July 3rd at
4:30 for Friday July

6th publication.

We Wish Everyone a
Safe and Happy
Fourth of July

5006 ALUMINUM

ALL AMERICAN 
RENOVATIONS 
LIC & INSURED

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SPECIALIZING IN RESCREENING,

BUILDING AND REPAIRING.
SCREW CHANGEOUTS

PRESSURE WASHING & PAINT-
ING POOL CAGES, LANAIS,
FRONT ENTRY WAYS ETC... 

941-915-3381
SERVING SARASOTA COUNTY

FREE ESTIMATES

SURFSIDE HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS

Lanai’s, Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Windows, Storm Shutters,
Screen Rooms and more!

30 Years Local Family 
Owned & Operated. 
941-766-0331
Lic#CBC1261010 

5020 APPLIANCE
SERVICE/REPAIR

GARY DRAKE 
DRYER VENT CLEANING

& INSPECTION. 
30 yrs. Exp. 

(941)-889-7596

5020 APPLIANCE
SERVICE/REPAIR

THE VENT DOCTOR
You Won't Drink Dirty Water,

Why Breathe Dirty Air?
Schedule Your Air Duct 

Cleaning Now and SAVE 10%
Off with this Ad!  We also
offer Dryer Vent Cleaning

941-268-9525 Competent,
Thorough & Reliable.

Lic. Fla. Home Inspector.

5050 ADULT CARE

HONEST, CARING 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT
AVAIL. TO CARE FOR YOUR

LOVED ONE! I WILL CARE FOR
YOURS AS I DO MY OWN! 

DR. APTS, LITE CLEANING AND
MEAL PREP, ERRANDS & MUCH
MORE. (941)-979-2887

5051 CHILD CARE

ALL CHILDCARE
FACILITIES MUST INCLUDE,

WITH ADVERTISEMENT, 
STATE OR LOCAL AGENCY

LICENSE NUMBER.
FLORIDA STATE LAW requires
all child care centers and day

care businesses to register with
the State of Florida. The Sun

Newspapers will not knowingly
accept advertising which is in

violation of the law

5054 CONTRACTORS

BLUE PARROT 
CONSTRUCTION

★ Custom Homes
★ Commercial & Residential 

Renovations
941-662-0366

Cell: 941-662-0266
BlueParrotConstruction@aol.com
www.BlueParrotConstruction.com

CBC1258748/Fully Insured

EDWARD ROSS 
CONSTRUCTION 

Services, Inc. 941-408-8500
pool cages, Scr. lanais, etc...

ERYK`S REMODELING INC.
Specializing in Home 

Remodeling & Repairs. 
35 Years Experience. 

Lic# RR282811696/INS.
(239)-682-2758

JLS ENTERPRISES INC
Quality & Dependability

● Remodeling ● Painting 
● Additions ● Drywall 

● Carpentry ● Repairs ●
Odd Jobs & more. 

STATE CERTIFIED LIC #CRC033392
941-468-9701

TEDDY`S HANDYMAN &
REMODELING, INC.

No Job Too Big or Too Small!
(941)-629-4966 Lic./Ins. 
Serving NP, Charlotte & PG

CRC 1327653

5057 CONCRETE

FLORIDA CONCRETE
DRIVEWAYS - SIDEWALKS

ADDITIONS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICAL

NEW CONSTRUCTION
941-628-5965

INS/LIC CG034909

PRO PATH CONCRETE
● Driveways ● Patios 
● Sidewalks ● Pads

Free Estimates
941-286-6415 

Lic #AAA-11-00081

RICH LANDERS 
STUCCO, INC. 

Honest, Reliable work!
LIC/INS New Const &

Remodels. Rusted bands
& wire lathe repair.
spraycrete & more

(941)-497-4553

POOL DECKS, 
Driveway Designs

Garage Floors
Patio’s and more. 

QUALITY
Lic 941-375-1103 Insu

WEST COAST PAVERS and
Concrete and BobCat Svcs
Driveways, Walkways, Patio

& Pool Decks, Pressure
Washing and Sealing. 

(941)-460-1933
Lic. in Charlotte, Sarasota &

Lee Counties

5060 CLEANING
SERVICES

MRS. CLEANING UP!
1st Class Cleaning Service!
Specials Now! Now offering

Home Watch Services!
941-204-8057

www.mrscleaningup.com
Lic & Insured

A&R  PRO WINDOW
CLEANERS

In/Out, Tracks & Screens, 
Mirror Walls, Ceiling Fans, 
Also Vinyls, Clean & Polish, 

H/W Team. Lic#25014 & Ins. 
941-441-8658

H.D. Housecleaning
Service

Weekly - Bi-Weekly
Move ins & Move Outs

References/ Lic &
Insured

941-769-4455

5065 DRYWALL

COMPLETE DRYWALL
Hang, Finish, Patchwork, All
Textures, Popcorn Removal,

and Paint.
Matt Potter  941-232-8667

Lic.& Ins CRC1328482

5065 DRYWALL

DEPENDABLE DRYWALL 
& REMODELING 

PATCH REPAIRS
NEW HOMES

941-639-4440 
LIC.#SCC131150207

INSUREd

5070 ELECTRICAL

DRM ELECTRICAL 
SERVICE, 

“Plug Into Personalized Service”
● Electrical  ● Maintenance ●

● Repairs ● Troubleshooting ●

941-480-0761  941-366-3646

LUMINOUS ELECTRIC 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 
LIC# EC13007383
941-777-4320

5083 FLOORING

Bill Noland 
Ceramic Tile, Inc

Repairs & All Phases of Flooring
We Bring Samples To You!

Mobile Showcase
Tile, Laminates, Carpet &
Baseboards. Porcelain Tile

Wood look Planks
$1.89/Sqft,  Waterproof Vinyl

Planks $3.29/Sq Ft
941-423-4054 

Cell 941-276-0814
Licensed & Insured

PGI 9906758 North Port 11546
Charlotte AAA007730

5089 HANDYMAN / 
GENERAL REPAIR

A CARPENTER AROUND
THE HOUSE for all your car-
pentry needs! James M. Okell
941-270-1693

DAVID J SHEPARD, JR., 
OVER 20 YEARS

IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY, 
PAVER REPAIRS, INSTALLA-

TIONS, SEALING & PRESSURE
WASHING HANDYMAN SVCS,

WOOD ROT, WINDOWS &
DOORS, DRY WALL & STUCCO

REPAIR, PAINTING, ETC. 
941-627-6954 OR

941456-6953 
LIC # RR282811062

5090 HEATING & AIR

S.O.S.
A/C & Heat

941-468-4956

AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
COOLING MADE AFFORDABLE!
INSTALLED 10 YR WARRANTY

ST. LIC #CAC1816023
SOSAIRFL.COM

5100 HOME & COMMERCIAL
IMPROVEMENT

$75.00
PER PANEL

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 
Wheels

Tracks & Locks
Licensed & Insured, 

Free Est. since 1981
Call  Bob 

941-706-6445
www.SlidingDoorsandmore.com

Low overhead
= Low prices!

A & R Quality Homes Inc.

Customer Satisfaction
is our goal.

★Kitchen/bath remodels
★Pressure cleaning, 
Interior & exterior painting
★Concrete/driveways/
walkways/slabs
★Stucco/repairs/fascia/
soffit
★Pool deck resurfacing
★ Doors/Windows
Fully licensed and insured

941-429-1285 941-626-0315
License # CRC1329404

ALUMASERV 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

GUARANTEED!!
Screen Rooms, Carports,
Sheds, Entryways, Pan
Roofs, Complete Roofs,
Vinyl Windows, Storm 

Panels, Awnings, 
Rescreens Repair & Service.

941-627-9244
Visit: alumaserv.net

#SC131149736
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5100 HOME & COMMERCIAL
IMPROVEMENT

Clean Your Dryer 
before it Catches 

on Fire! 
Special Rates for multiple clients
Affordable, Lic & Insured.
Roger P Frechette Sr. 

941-661-2020

DO YOU HAVE LOOSE,
HOLLOW OR BUCKLING

TILES? Inject-A-Floor-Sys-
tem can help. Grout Clean-

ing/Staining, Marble
Cleaning, Tile Repair. 

941-893-8475

FIRST CHOICE CABINETS
Custom Cabinets LLC.

Kitchens, Baths, Custom Cabi-
nets, Countertops, Hardwood,

Laminate, Solid Surface. 
Commercial, Residental. 

941-505-5570 

GUTTERS, 6” Seamless. 
Ken Violette, Inc.
(941) 240-6699

Lic.CGC#060662/Ins.

HANDYMAN
Home repairs. 30+ yrs Exp.

Call 941- 539-1694

J & J HANDYMAN
Painting, Pressure

Washing & Much More!
Over 40 Years Experience &

Satisified Customers
Service with YOU in Mind.

Reasonable, Reliable & Honest.
Serving Englewood, Venice &

Sarasota Areas
LARGER OR SMALLER PROJECTS,

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LICENSED & FULLY INSURED

CALL JOE CHIMINIELLO
(941) 525-7967

John’s Rescreening &
Handyman Service. 

Pressure Washing: Pool
Decks, Driveways! No Job To

Small, Free Estimates
Lic9341./Ins. 941-883-1381

MOTTERNIZED LLC
Home Services Specialist

*All Home Repairs
*Custom Built Cabinets, 

Bookcases & Closet Systems.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Please Call or Text
Steve 941-661-8318

FREE Estimates Lic & Ins

StormTwisters - 
Hurricane Shutters

ShuttersUp.Today
★ Roll Down Shutters
★ Accordian Shutters

★ Clear Hurricane Panels
★ Hurricane Screens
★ Bahama Shutters

941-626-8200
*A DIVISION OF BAY BRIDGE HOMES

Lic#CBC1254261

5108 JUNK REMOVAL

MOVE IT JUNK 
REMOVAL

Got Junk? We like to 
Move It, Move It!

941-803-4959

YOUR ARMY LOGISTICS 
● JUNK REMOVAL ● MOVING

SERVICE ● FORECLOSURE CLEAN-
UP ● CLEANING ● HAULING ● 

● RENTAL DUMPSTER ●

941-456-2120 

5110 LAWN/GARDEN & TREE

AN OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE
may be required by the City
and/or County. Please call the
appropriate occupational licens-
ing bureau to verify

A JAMISON TREE SERVICE
Complete & Professional

15% Sr Discount! 
FREE EST. LIC. & INSURED
ENGL 941-475-6611

OR N. PORT 941-423-0020
SERVING CHARLOTTE AND

SARASOTA FOR OVER 20 YEARS.
JAMISON-TREESERVICEINC.COM

A PLUS LAWN CARE LLC
Commercial & Residental 

Landscaping & Maintenance
941-769-7261 Lic & Insured

AFFORDABLE LAWN CARE
Flat Rates from Bradenton to
Punta Gorda. FREE Estimates.
941-706-5569 Lic. & Ins.

ALTMAN TREE SERVICE
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding. Lic & Ins.
Call Mike Altman 
941-268-7582

AMERICAN IRRIGATION
Call 941-587-2027

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Licensed & Insured

Charlotte Co. lic#AAA-11-
00010.  Serving Charlotte

and Sarasota Counties

Blackford’s TOTAL LAWN & 
LANDSCAPING SVCS
Mowing, Trim Hedges, 

Mulching, Etc.
Serving Nokomis, Osprey,
Laurel, North Port, Venice
& Englewood ONLY!! Call
Today for a FREE Estimate

941-302-2244 Lic/Ins

GENERAL LAWN &
Landscape services. 
(941)-426-7844

Wright & Son Landscaping Inc

5110 LAWN/GARDEN & TREE

BOWERS
AFFORDABLE MOWING
Quality you can TRUST!

Serving Rotonda, 
Placida, Englewood & 

South Gulf Cove
Weekly/Monthly Rates
Call for a free estimate 

Lic/Insured
Nicky Bowers 908-246-0267

CHRIS RABY’S 
LANDSCAPE

●Hedges Trimmed (Up to 8’)●
●Small Trees Trimmed
& Shaped●

●Shrubs Trimmed●

●Mulch Laid●

●Serving Port Charlotte &
North Port

941-623-3601

DAVID J SHEPARD, JR.,
PAVER REPAIRS, INSTALLA-

TIONS,  SEALING &
PRESSURE WASHING!
941-627-6954 OR

941-456-6953 
LIC # RR282811062

DP`s ABILITY 
TREE SERVICE

Removals, Stump Grinding,
Palm Trimming,  Shaping,

Oaks Thinned & Raised Up.
19 Yrs. Exp.

Free Estimates! 
941-889-8147

Lic#00000192 & Insured.

FLORIDA TREE INC.
● Tree Trimming & Removal ●

● Stump Grinding ●

● Lawn Service ●

● Bucket Service ●

941-613-3613
pcftree.com Lic./Ins. 

J RIZ TREE SERVICES
Complete Tree & 

Palm Service. 
SPECIALIZING IN 

DANGEROUS TREE
REMOVAL.

Servicing all Charlotte &
Sarasota Counties
FREE ESTIMATES

941-306-7532 Lic & Ins

MATHEWS
TREE SERVICE
Specializes in

Dangerous Limb &
Tree Removals

941-303-3252
Full Service Tree Care

Quality Lawn Care
Storm Damage Clean -Up

Tree & Limb Removal

NOW   ACCEPTING   NEW
LAWN    ACCOUNTS!

941-468-4372
ISA Certified Arborist

John Cannon  FL-6444A  
South Sarasota & Charlotte Co. 

PEREZ LANDSCAPING
DESIGN, INC. 

& TREE SERVICE
Design/ install landscape
Clean up existing Landscape
Irrigatin Service & Installation

Quality, Professional, 
20+ yrs Exp. Lic & Insured 

NOTHING
BUT SATISIFIED CUSTOMERS!

Thank you for calling 
239-340-0887

RAINSCAPE INC,
Irrigation, Maintenance,

Repair, Installation.  Monthly 
Maintenance starts at $40.

FREE ESTIMATES
941-888-2988

SANDEFURS-HOME & TREE
Maintenance Tree trimming,

removal. We do it all!
License/Insured941-484-6042
TERRY SOWERS WINDOW

CLEANING
Lawn Mowing, Trimming,

Landscaping. Servicing All
Areas. Per Cut or Contract.

Call (941)-628-0751

Treemendous
Tree, Inc.

★ Certified Arborist
★ Tree Removal               
★ Stump Grinding
★ Lic./Insured
★ Shrub & Tree Nursey

CALL TODAY!
941-426-8983

www.northporttree.com
FL-6444 A

Treemendous
Tree, Inc.
NURSERY

★ PINEAPPLE PLANTS fruit-
ing $30/ea
★ SNOW QUEEN HIBISCUS
7 gal $20.00 NICE           
★ MANY OTHER SHRUBS 
AVAILABLE

STOP IN TO SEE US 
MONDAY - SATURDAY

9AM-3PM 6068 RUFF ST. 
NORTH PORT

OR CALL 941-426-8983
FL-6444 A

NEED A JOB?
CHECK THE

CLASSIFIEDS!

WENDELL ALBRITTON
TREE SERVICE

★ ★ VERY AFFORDABLE★ ★
Will Work with you!!

941-763-5042 Lic & Insured!

5121 MARINE REPAIR

CAPTAIN RON’S MARINE 
CONSTRUCTION Seawalls,
Docks, Pilings, Boat Lifts. 

941-637-1128
Lic# CRC1328423 & Insured.

5130 MOVING/HAULING

ALL TYPES OF CLEAN-UPS!
Same Day Service! 

24 Hrs. a Day! 
941-764-0982 or 

941-883-1231

ODYSSEY MOVERS
Your Journey Begins With
Us! Licensed & Insured.

941-803-4959
Lic. # 2539

ROB’S ON THE MOVE, inc.
Moving and Delivery Honest,
Reliable, Courteous! Great
Rates! 941-237-1823

SKIP’S MOVING
Local & Long Distance. 
1 Item or Whole House! 

941-766-1740
Reg.# IM1142    Lic./Ins. 

5140 PAINTING/
WALLPAPERING

Best Prices -- Quality Job
Best Coast Painting

and Pressure Washing 
Residential/Commercial

10% Off With Ad!
941-815-8184
AAA00101254

STEVEN’S CUSTOM
PAINTING

Res/Comm. Int/Ext 
FREE EST. 

Lic. & Ins. 941-255-3834

Find your Best
Friend in the
Classifieds!

BEST PRICING
CALL NOW TO LOCK IN AN
AMAZING BANG FOR YOUR
BUCK FROM A SEASONED
PAINTER 941-468-2660

AAA00101266
30 YEARS EXP. LIC/INSURED

FORMER FIREFIGHTER

LARRY ESPOSITO PAINTING
INC “It’s Not What We Do,
It’s How We Do It!”Free Esti-

mates,  941-764-1171
Lic & Insured AAA007825

Nathan Dewey Painting Co
Commercial & Residental

Interior & Exterior
Pressure washing 

Handyman Services 
Free Estimates ~ Prompt Service

941-484-4576
nathandeweypainting.com

SUPERIOR PAINTING, INC.
Full Spray Shop 

941-474-9091
Lic # AAA009837

SWEENEY`S PAINTING INC.
● Pressure Cleaning ●

● Mildew Treatment ● 

● Painting ●

● Interior & Exterior ●

● Free Estimates ●

● Sr. Discounts ● 

941-916-1024 
Lic# AAA0010702

We Do It A Shade Better!
LARRY BATES PAINTING

Free Estimates 
Locally Owned & Operated
Nominated Best Painter

Of The Year in 2016! 
941-625-1226

Lic/Ins  #RRR0002261

5160 PLUMBING

LARRY`S PLUMBING, Re-
Pipes (Most in 1 Day) Beat Any
Estimate Complete Service
941-484-5796 Lic.#CFC1425943

MASTER PLUMBER
SEMI-RETIRED, REASONABLE

RATES. LICENSED AND INSURED.
904-735-5097 
CFC1429017

5180 PRESSURE CLEANING

BAILEY’S PRESSURE
CLEANING

Complete Exterior 
House Painting! 

Call 941-497-1736

FULL HOUSE
PRESSURE WASHING

Rates Starting At:
●   Tile Roofs $150 
● Houses $65
● Pool Cage/Decks $65
●   Driveways
Exterior Painting, Pool Deck

Coatings AND MORE!!
941-451-7550 Lic./Ins

MR. PRESSURE CLEANING
SAFE, NO PRESSURE
ROOF CLEANING

941-257-8624
Mr.Pressurecleaning.com

Fully Lic & Insured 

5184 SCREENING

ALL ABOUT ALUMINUM &
SCREEN: Rescreen & new.

941-876-4779 
wescreenflorida.com - 
Lic# SA37, AL0511993X

BREEZE THRU RESCREEN
LLC Mosquitos congering

near you? We have you 
covered! Call Today for your

FREE Estimate. 
941-661-7897 Lic./Ins.

RESCREENING by 
NORTHSTAR Free Estimates. 

941-725-7599
Lic# CC20597 & Insured

5184 SCREENING

Southwest Rescreen
Complete Rescreening:
$1,395. (up to 1,500 SF)

941-465-2318
Free Estimates! We Accept

All Major Credit Cards
Lic./Ins.

5185 ROOFING

COMPLETE ROOFING 
SOLUTIONS OF FLORIDA

● Reroofing and Repairs ● 

● Free Estimates ● 

● All Work Guaranteed ●

George M. Schwartz Jr.
Owner 941-961-8263
Lic # CCC1325750

EXPERT ROOF REPAIRS
at Prices you can AFFORD!!

2 YEARS UNLIMITED 
Guarantee on leaks.

Call Roger 941-661-2020
Licensed and Insured

Turn your
trash into

cash!
Advertise
your yard

sale!

LEONARD’S ROOFING &
INSULATION INC.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
SINCE 1969

Shingle, Tile, Built-Up, Single-
Ply, Metal, Full Carpentry,

Service Available

SARASOTA COUNTY ONLY!
Reagan Leonard
941-488-7478
LIC # RC 0066574

PAUL DEAO ROOFING
PROTECTING YOUR BIGGEST
INVESTMENT. 22 YRS EXP. -
941-441-8943 LIC#1329187

ROOF LEAK PATROL, INC. 
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 

Repairs, Reroof, 
Carpentry, etc...

35 yrs exp.
Lic/insured#RCA065387
941-474-ROOF (7663)

www.RoofLeakPatrol.com

TOM JOYCE ROOFING 
★★★ HUGE ★★★

** SPECIALS**
45 Years of Quality

Work and Experience
941-484-9804 

941-429-1800 lic#1325725

941-483-4630

● Shingles ● Slats ●

● Metal ● Tile ● Repairs
●

● Old Roof Removal 
Our Specialty ●

● Full Carpentry
● Free Estimates

Lic.# CCC068184
Fully Insured

5195 TILE/GROUT

TILES BY FRANK, INC
Backsplashes, Tub &
Shower walls, shower

floors, Floors & Repairs. 
"IT'S NOT A JOB WHEN

YOU DO SOMETHING YOU
LOVE".  (941)-307-9507

Get theGet the
Word out -Word out -
AdvertiseAdvertise

in thein the
Classifieds!Classifieds!
5225 WINDOW CLEANING

Window 
Cleaning,

● RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
WINDOW CLEANING

● PRESSURE WASHING

10% OFF
P: 941-979-1654

LIC/INSURED

5230 MISCELLANEOUS

Clean Your Dryer 
before it Catches 

on Fire! 
Special Rates for Multiple Clients
Affordable, Lic & Insured.
Roger P Frechette Sr. 

941-661-2020

6000 

MERCHANDISE
GARAGE SALES

6001 Arcadia
6002 Lake Suzy
6003 Deep Creek
6004 Port Charlotte
6005 Punta Gorda
6006 North Port
6007 Englewood
6008 Rotonda
6009 Gulf Cove
6010 S. Gulf Cove
6011 S. Venice
6012      Venice
6013      Nokomis/Osprey
6014      Garage Sales
6015 Flea Market
6020 Auctions

MERCHANDISE

6013      Moving Sales
6025 Arts & Crafts
6027 Dolls
6030 Household Goods
6035      Furniture
6038      Electronics
6040 TV/Stereo/Radio
6060 Computer Equip
6065 Clothing/Jewelry/

Accessories
6070 Antiques & 

Collectibles
6075 Fruits/Veges
6090 Musical
6095 Medical
6100 Health/Beauty
6110     Trees & Plants
6120 Baby Items
6125 Golf Accessories
6128 Exercise/Fitness
6130 Sporting Goods
6131       Firearms
6132      Firearm Access.
6135 Bikes/Trikes
6138 Toys
6140 Photography/Video
6145 Pool/ Spa & Supplies
6160 Lawn & Garden
6161     Outdoor Living
6165 Storage Sheds/

Buildings
6170 Building Supplies
6180 Heavy Constr.

Equipment
6190 Tools/Machinery
6220 Office/Business Equip 

& Supplies
6225 Restaurant Supplies
6250 Appliances
6260 Misc. Merchandise
6270 Wanted to Buy/T rade

6005 PUNTA GORDA AREA
GARAGE SALES

SAT. 8-1 95 Sabal Dr.
MOVING SALE PGI

2 Sofas, Living Room Chairs,
Bookcases, Teak King size

Master Bedroom with 2 chests
and end tables. Exc Condition

6008 ROTONDA AREA
GARAGE SALES

FRI 8AM-2PM SAT 8AM-2
250 CADDY ROAD 33947

COMPLETE CONTENTS OF
HOME INCL FISCHER
BABY GRAND PIANO

BY ESTATE SALES SPECIALISTS

B. MOYERMAN & 
DEE ROE

941-475-6273

6020 AUCTIONS

BICYCLE 2016 New Belgium
Cruiser New  1/2 price.Text for
info.  $350  770-235-5085
CURL BAR 10 lb weights  $20
941-286-1170
ELEGANT STAND
3tier frosted tempered glass 
$40  941-286-1170

6025 ARTS  AND CRAFTS

ART EASEL Ex lg clipboard
$20  941-286-1170
CRICUT ACCESSORIES Mats,
tools, 20+ cartridges $150,
OBO  941-423-4387
CRICUT EXPRESSION Per-
sonal Cutting Machine $165,
OBO  941-423-4387

6027 DOLLS

JAPAN GEISHA doll 9” tall
c.1945 glass eyes, eggshell
face $75  941-828-1411
SAMURAI WARRIOR & GEISHA
11”Antique Japanese dolls glass
eyes $195  941-828-1411

6030 HOUSEHOLD GOODS

A/C UNIT FREE STANDING 
PIC AVAILABLE $100  
941-743-0399
AIRBED, QUEEN 22” HIGH,
NEW IN BOX $80  941-505-
1492
BED TOPPER King-size Foam
“egg crate”   $5  941-276-1881
BREAD MACHINE Panasonic
Bakery Machine W/B 
$45, OBO  941-743-0399
CALPHALON UTENSILS 6 dif-
ferent  COOKS DELIGHT $6,
OBO  941-743-0399
CAR MATS (4) front & back new
$12  941-218-4502
CAST IRON pans griddles,
8, 6  Griswold 8 has crack $30 
941-286-1170
CAST IRON PANS, griddles, 8,
6Griswold 8 has crack $30
941-286-1170

6030 HOUSEHOLD GOODS

CEILING FAN Hampton 52” 5
Blade 4 lights Like New $45
941-697-0673

THE CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING DEPT.

WILL BE CLOSED 
JULY 4TH, 

WEDNESDAY 7/4

*We Will Re-Open at
8:00am, Thursday, 

July 5th*

DEADLINES
FOR CLASSIFIED 
LINE ADS ARE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

TUESDAY June 26th
at 4:30 for Thursday
June 28th & Friday

June 29th publication

WEDNESDAY June
27th at 12:30 for 

Saturday June 30th
& 4:30 for Sunday
July1st publication.

THURSDAY June 28th
at 4:30 for Monday
July 2nd & Tuesday
July 3rd publication.

FRIDAY July 29th at
12:30 for Wednesday
July 4th publication.

MONDAY, July 2nd at
4:30 for Thursday,

July 5th publication.

TUESDAY, July 3rd at
4:30 for Friday July

6th publication.

We Wish Everyone a
Safe and Happy
Fourth of July

COOLER SET: Lg,Sm,Bever-
age,2 mugs Rubbermaid NEW
5pc/  $25  941-276-1881

DOLPHIN PICTURE Must see.
signed and numbered. 45/990
$90, OBO  941-743-0399

ELECTRIC SKILLET GE 
Excellent condition w/book. 
$45  941-743-0399

FLOOR FAN Wind tunnel 
26” Powerful Like New 
$35  941-697-0673

FLOOR MIRROR
w/ wood trim. 5’ high 
$50  239-895-5733

FOLDING FABRIC cutting table
on wheels, 36x60.  $65  
941-408-6564

FRAMED PAINTING beautiful
art, fantastic buy, must see!
$165  941-639-1517

GRIDDLE COOL Touch Base
Presto 10 1/2” X 20 1/2 cook
area $15, OBO  941-769-3475

KING BED, BOX SPRING, MEM-
ORY FOAM TOPPER EXC.
COND. $499  941-505-1402

LAPTOP DELL win 7 ! $175
941-249-3922

LUGGAGE, blk cloth,
28x18x11deep, $42 

941-426-1088

MR. COFFEE MAKER 12cup
programmable black & stainless
exc cond  $20  941-276-1881

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS!! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE
Merchandise Ad Go to: 
sun-classifieds.com

Click on Place Ad. If You`ve
Advertised Online with Us
Before or Not Just Click 
Register and Follow the

Prompts. 

FREE Ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500.
and the Ad Must be Placed
Online by You. One Item Per 
Ad, the Ad Must be 3 Lines
or Less, Price Must Appear 

in the Ad. Your Ad Will
Appear Online for 7 Days and
in Print Wednesday Through-
Sunday. Some Restrictions 
Do Apply.  LIMIT 5 FREE 

ADS PER WEEK

Need To Place a
Classified Ad?

Enter Your Classified Ad and
Pay With Your Credit Card

24 Hours a Day, 
7 Days a Week.

OUT DOOR furniture and  rugs,
Lamps $50; picture frames
$4.00   717-880-2952

SEWING MACHINE “MOM’S
1918” Singer w/ cover Original
finish $75  941-268-0316

THROW PILLOWS print w/solid
reverse white cut lace trim NEW
pr/  $10  941-276-1881

WICKER CHAIRS (2) tan cloth
seats, VGC $50  941-505-1492
WICKER TABLE 42” glass top
wicker table, VGC $30  941-
505-1492

6035 FURNITURE

NICE CORNER CABINET
BROWN $100
863-993-0170

AIR MATTRESS/ Air comfort-
Foundation King Looks like new.
$200, OBO  941-485-0681

BED, TWIN, KING KOIL, New,
Mattress, Box and Frame half re-
tail price $300  954-642-6599

MATTRESS & BOX QUEEN
$175 ALSO HAVE KING 

941-629-5550 
BEDROOM SET TEAK, King
size BR set 5 pc., 2  chests 
$475  941-575-7244

7CLASSIFIEDS
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6035 FURNITURE

BEDROOM FURNITURE
Dress/ mirror, chest of 

drawers and 2 night stands.
All in good condition. 

$200, OBO  941-698-1655
BEDROOM SET TWIN WHITE
B/S MATT DRESSER MIRROR
END TBL  $150  941-202-9172
BEDS Twin, complete $250
941-423-2970
CHAIR, HAND CARVED Solid
Cherry. Seats need to be 
recaned. $45  941-460-9540
CHAIR, White Wicker. Good
condition $30  941-460-9540
CHAIRS TWO Hitchcock
straight chairs with web seating.
$100  239-895-5733
CHAISE LOUNGE CHAIR
Hamilton Bay White Wicker good
condition. $60  941-460-9540
COCKTAIL TABLE Round,
Medium Brown Color, All Wood
$35  941-257-5500
COFFEE TABLE  wicker, glass
top, $40  941-661-2667

COUCH AND LOVE SEAT
Super Clean  light pastel print in
great condition $125, OBO
941-661-2814
COUCH ITALIAN Leather, Gold
Mustard Color $125  
941-629-3598
COUCH LA-Z-BOY, tan aqua
brown stripe. Very good condi-
tion $200, OBO  941-255-1025
CURIO CABINET wooden;
Lamps, KING frame w/ Brass
headboard,  Call  941-275-7825

DINETTE TABLE wood 
counter height round, 4 CH. 
$350, OBO  941-627-6780

ELEGANT STAND 3 tier
frosted tempered glass
22x24x48 $40  941-286-1170
ETAGERE LARGE rattan 12
shelves center holds TV & top-
shelf  $100  941-475-9826

HIGH TOP TABLE Glass 
top 36” w/ 4 stools & cover. 
$125, OBO  941-698-4244
I BUY FURNITURE

Or anything of value!
941-485-4964

LIVING ROOM FURNITURE
Square Glass Coffee Table and
2 matching end tables.  All in
good condition. $150, OBO

941-698-1655
LOVESEAT LA-Z-BOY reclining
beige loveseat. Good condition.
$150, OBO  941-255-1025
MATTRESS  QUEEN, Serta
Ultra Luxury Firm good  clean
cond $45  954-642-6599

MATTRESS Twin. 
good condition $50 

941-257-5500

BED - MATTRESS & BOX 
$100  

941-629-5550
PATIO SET 7.5 ft table w/tiles
8 chairs 1 lounger alum $150
941-421-2704
PATIO SET with table 4 chairs
ornate chairs , cushions. Exc.
Cond. asking $90/obo  941-
380-7224
PUB TABLE WITH 6 chairs. Ex-
cellent cond. $450

941-626-9251
QUEEN  BEDROOM dresser
mirror headboard bedframe n-
stand $125  941-475-9826
RECLINER LA-Z-BOY aqua, no
wear, works, needs cleaning
$50, OBO  941-255-1025

RECLINER LAZYBOY (2)
rockers 2 differant colors 
$75 each 941-697-5871

RECLINER LEATHER in fair
condition chair works well color
beige. $30  941-475-9826

RECLINER LOVESEAT
light green good cond 
$200  941-697-5871

ROCKER RECLINER king size
Nice cond. $300/obo  941-539-
4178
SOAP STONE Pedastal Base
24” Tall x 9.5” Wide $75  
941-460-9540
SOFA WITH OTTOMAN FL
Style  Excellent cond. $175.

941-626-9251

6038 ELECTRONICS

KINDLE White tablet 
with $35 case, perfect $49
941-426-1088
WALKIE TALKIE new $25  
941-218-4502

6040 TV/STEREO/RADIO

TV 14” PANASONIC 
WITH VCR, GOOD FOR RV’S $35
941-257-5500

6060 COMPUTER EQUIPMENT

IPAD 1ST Generation (2011) 
Excellent cond. with case $50
941-575-7556
PRINTER LEXMARK like new
$30  941-218-4502

6065 CLOTHING/JEWELRY
ACCESSORIES

RING SMOKEY QUARTZ and
white topaz mens tcw 7.4 cts
size 9 $60  941-554-2140
RING, PERIDOT HEART NEW
SIZE6 PLAT.OVR.925 SILVER
TCW 2CTS $55  941-554-2140

RING, RUBY HEART & BLACK
SPINEL sz 8 tcw 4.1cts 

$95  941-554-2140

6065 CLOTHING/JEWELRY
ACCESSORIES

RING, RUBY with white topaz
keepsake. New, sz.7, tgw 5.2
cts $85  941-554-2140
SHOES, womans  sz5, new in
box, Gravity Defier, Mary Jane
style, Bone $30  941-554-2140

6070 ANTIQUES
COLLECTIBLES

ALWAYS  BUYING
ANTIQUES, ART, SILVER

NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUES
(941) 639-9338

BUYING OLD MONEY 
SILVER COINS & PAPER
MONEY.   941-626-7785

HO TRAIN Tyco, AHM & others
21 cars in boxes 1970s new
$50  941-828-1411
HO TRANSFORMER AHM
transformer & 8 switches HO
train scale,  $50  941-828-1411
HOLIDAY BARBIE DOLLS in
box each $16  941-218-4502
HUMMEL FIGURINE #178 THE
PHOTOGRAPHER, mint bargain!
$75  941-639-1517
LENOX,FENTON, Carnival, DE-
PRESSION  mint pcs & more! ea
$15  941-639-1517
PINK GLASS over 100 pc 100
year old depression glass
$500, OBO  941-629-3085
PRE 1982 Copper Pennies
60+LB @$3 per pound 
$180, OBO  941-769-3475
TRAIN ENGINES 3 pieces,
Tyco Santa Fe & AHM 1970 new
in box $50  941-828-1411
VINTAGE LIFE MAGAZINES
plus other collectible publica-
tions $6  941-639-1517

6090 MUSICAL

YAMAHA P-45 digital piano
brand new -used once $425,
OBO  941-786-1580

Find the
new You
in the

Classifieds!

YAMAHA P-45 Piano Yamaha
piano, brand new, used once,
$425, OBO  941-786-1580

6095 MEDICAL

4 WHEEL WALKER w/Basket ,
Brakes  and Seat, NICE $75
941-268-8951

DELUXE SEATED WALKER
NEW. HAND BRAKES $80  
941-473-4168
HANDICAP SHOWER chair ad-
justable w handle never used
$15  941-475-9826
HOSPITAL BEDS FREE! Per-
fect! 2 Available, Please Call..
941-391-3900
MOBILITY SCOOTER 3 wheel
good cond.  $300  941-484-
5511
SHOWER CHAIR LIKE NEW
$25  941-268-8951
WHEELCHAIR STANDARD
SIZE NICE $85  941-268-8951

6100 HEALTH/BEAUTY

BATH TUB SAFTY RAIL
EASY TO INSTALL 

$15  941-627-6780

6110 TREES & PLANTS

Treemendous
Tree, Inc.
NURSERY

★ HUGE PINEAPPLE
PLANTS w/ lots of fruit 

2 for $50/ea

MANY OTHERS 
AVAILABLE!

STOP IN TO SEE US 
MONDAY - SATURDAY

9AM-3PM 6068 RUFF ST. 
NORTH PORT

OR CALL 941-426-8983
FL-6444 A

6125 GOLF ACCESSORIES

GOLF UMBRELLA Large. 
New $15  941-218-4450

YELLOW JACKET
4G BATTERY CABLES
Corrosion Resistant

Best Golf Cart Cables
$129.95/SET. VISIT 
DarsGolfCarts.com

941-769-1431
NO TEXT PLEASE

6126 GOLF CARTS

2015 Club Car Precedent
$3995 

BOB-CAT Green
BRAND NEW BATTERIES

Yellow Jacket Cables
Monsoon Roof

Matching Club Cover
48 volt ERIC Charger
Factory Upholstery
Folding Windshield

Factory spoke Hubcaps
Cooler, Sandbucket
Excellent DOT Tires 
Wide Angle Mirror

STK# 1824 
941-769-1431

Visit DarsGolfCarts.com
WE DELIVER FREE (25 MI.)

Club Car DS 4 PASS
$2850

Reconditioned
“4 PASSENGER” 

Brand New Batteries
NEW Flip Down rear seat

NEW $Yellow Jacket Cables$
NEW Head & Taillights

NEW Flip Down Windshield
Aluminum Frame

Chrome SS wheel caps
Great Tires, Brakes, Mirror

36 Volt Charger
Runs as it should!

STK#D974
$2850 941-769-1431

Free Delivery (25 miles)
Visit – Darsgolfcarts.com

NO TEXT PLEASE

CLUB CAR PRECEDENT
$2995

RECONDITIONED
4 PASSENGER GOLF CART 

White w/Tan Top
Flip Down Rear Seat

CROWN BATTERIES 
$New Yellow Jacket Cables$

Battery Meter
Factory Upholstery
Head & Taillights

Flip Down Windshield
Chrome SS wheel caps

All New Bushings
Fresh Tires, Brakes, Mirror
48 Volt Charger, STK#R7
CALL: 941-769-1431

Free Delivery (25 miles)
Visit – Darsgolfcarts.com

NO TEXT PLEASE

Club Car Precedent 
$3595

RECONDITIONED
4 Passenger Golf Cart 

Tan w/Tan Top
Flip Down Rear Seat

BRAND NEW BATTERIES 
$New Yellow Jacket Cables$

Battery Meter
Factory Upholstery
Head & Taillights

Flip Down Windshield
Chrome SS wheel caps

All New Bushings
Fresh Tires, Brakes, Mirror
48 Volt Charger, STK#R8
Call: 941-769-1431

Free Delivery (25 miles)
Visit – Darsgolfcarts.com

NO TEXT PLEASE

PASSION PINK
Custom Build

2014 Club Car Precedent 
BRAND NEW BATTERIES
Custom Pearl Pink Paint
Tuck & Roll Upholstery

NEW Yellow Jacket Cables
NEW New Bushings

NEW Folding Windshield
NEW Head and Taillights
NEW SS Wheel Covers
New Rear Seat AVAIL.

New Tires, Mirror
Top and Charger
STK#1823 $4995 

941-769-1431
Delivery Inc. 25 MI. 

Visit DarsGolfCarts.com
NO TEXT PLEASE

6128 EXERCISE / FITNESS

CURL BAR 10 lb weights $20
941-286-1170

INVERSION TABLE
Iron Man, in new condition 

$100  941-505-1492

TREADMILL SMOOTH Fitness
7.35R original price 1600.

Like new. Must sell. 
$350, OBO  941-698-1655

6130 SPORTING GOODS

2 GUYS GUN
SHOWS

JULY 28TH & 29TH
Charlotte County 

Fairgrounds 
2333 El Jobean Rd (776)

Port Charlotte, FL

Buy-Sell-Trade 
New-Used 

FREE Parking 
CWP Classes Avail.
Sat 9-5 and Sun 9-4

727-776-3442
www.nextgunshow.com

6130 SPORTING GOODS

FIREWOOD - 
$100.00 PER PICK UP
LOAD NO CAMPING TRIP IS
COMPLETE WITHOUT IT! PINE,
OAK, OR CITRUS SPLIT, BUN-

DLED, AND READY FOR THE
FIREPIT! 941-468-4372

NFL TB Jersey New Licensed
1/2 price #80 Howard Text for
info $50  770-235-5085

6131 FIREARMS

NOTICE: Seller Acknowledges
Compliance With All Exisiting
Federal, State and Local
Firearms Regulations and Laws
in Regards to Sale and Transfer
of Advertised Firearms.

6132 FIREARMS ACCESSORIES

GUN SAFE holds 20 rifles.
$400/obo  941-626-9251

6133 HUNTING &
FISHING SUPPLIES

FISHING POLES Nice selection
of poles - get out and GO FISH!
Each only $5  941-474-1776

6135 BICYCLES/
TRICYCLES

3 WHEEL BIKE $125  
941-421-2704
3 WHEELER good looking
smooth riding 3 Wheeler only
$185  941-474-1776
BICYCLE 2015 Collector New
Belgium Bike New Text for Info
$300  770-235-5085
BICYCLE 2016 New Belgium
Cruiser New  1/2 price. Text for
info.  $350  770-235-5085
BICYCLE CARRIER 2 bikes,
non-hitch, $27 941-426-1088
BICYCLE LIFT Up to 50 lbs nib
$15  941-286-1170
BIKE 21 Speed, Fuji
Crosstown, Fenders, Speed
Computer $100  941-505-2063
BIKE 26” Girls GR. Tires $20,
OBO  518-813-2909
BIKE 26” Ladies Schwin 
GR cond. & tires $55, OBO
518-813-2909
BIKE Adult. Nice selection of
quality great riding bikes each
only $50  941-474-1776
BIKE RACK hitch mount for 1
1/4” for 2 BIKES 
$45  941-268-8951
BIKE-WESLO EXERCISE Bike,
EX/CONDITION Like New. Pic on
request. $75  941-743-0399
MT. BIKE Huffy 26” 10 speed,
real nice, Teal $25  
863-494-5918
RECUMBENT BIKE Re Bike
very comfortable w/great back
support $195  954-642-6599
TRICYCLE 3 WHEEL Joy Rider
step through design tires are ex-
cellent $320  941-460-9540

6140 PHOTOGRAPHY/
VIDEO

TELECONVERTER 2X for
Olympus OM1 camera w/orig
case-mint! $45  941-639-1517
TURNTABLE QUALITY! 3
SPEEDS $175  941-249-3922

6145 POOL/SPA/
& SUPPLIES

**SPAS & MORE**
Family owned and 

operated for 20 years!
www.spasandmoreflorida.com 
Over 40 Spas to choose
from. We take trades! 

We Move Spas &  
We Buy Used! 

941-625-6600
POOL COVER REEL Adjustable
width with wheels $50, OBO
910-578-5273

6160 LAWN & GARDEN

CRAFTSMAN 
22” PUSH MOWER 4.5hp 
$65, OBO  941-485-0681

CRAFTSMAN RIDING mower
46” Briggs&Stratton 19 H.P.
T2400 series 6 height settings
runs ver good. $625, OBO  774-
313-9755

Cuddle up by the fire!
Firewood - Split, Bundled and

ready for the firepit!
Pine, Oak, or Citrus, 

941-468-4372
LAWN CHIEF Riding Lawn
Mower 12.5hp 38” deck $225,
OBO  941-485-0681

LAWNMOWER SP
TB240 160cc 21”cut 

$175, OBO  941-485-0681
MOWER, MURRAY RIDER
11HP, 30” CUT NEW BATTERY
$425. (941)763-4818
POLY TOW Lawn Roller Agri-
Fab 18 by 48-Inch $125, OBO
941-662-7644
PRESSURE WASHER
Excell Honda 2700 psi 
$220, OBO  941-485-0681
RIDER LAWN mower snapper
rear engine 12hp 30 in mulch 1
owner $475  941-625-7135
TORO PUSH mower blade
sharp new air filter clean carb oil
runs good $60  941-473-2424

6161 OUTDOOR LIVING

CHARCOAL KETTLE grill  $15
941-421-2704

6161 OUTDOOR LIVING

CORN HOLE Game Victory Tail-
gate 1/2 price text for info - new
in box $100  770-235-5085
GAS GRILL w/cover charbroil
$30  941-421-2704
GRIZZLY COOLER New 40 qt.
lifetime warranty 1/2 price text
for info $200  770-235-5085

Treemendous
Tree, Inc.
NURSERY

PROFESSIONAL
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

SERVICES AVAILABLE!

STOP IN TO SEE US 
MONDAY - SATURDAY

9AM-3PM 

6068 RUFF ST. 
NORTH PORT

OR CALL 941-426-8983
FL-6444 A

6170 BUILDING SUPPLIES

DOOR LOCK LEVER HANDLE
LOCK, NIB. $25  941-627-6780
DRAIN ROCK 3/4 approx 1/8
yd (2 commercial wheelbarrows)
$10  941-276-1881
ENGLISH DOORS 2 sets, each
set 80x62 white, hardware incl
$75  941-268-0316
HURRICANE  ALUM. Shutters
15”W panels various lengths.
$4/lineal ft. $4  941-214-8689
RUSTIC BAY 6x24 wood like
tile. jemjasmin1@gmail.com
$130  941-208-2542
SINK, TAN & FAUCET w/
porcelain handles shot/cold $35
941-235-1054
TILE PORCELAIN enough for
200sf. Can email photo
$125.00 941-235-1054

6190 TOOLS/ MACHINERY

2 WHEEL Hand Truck  ideal for
moving appliances and large fur-
niture   $60  941-474-1776
BUMPING DOLLYS (8) plus 3
body hammers - BARGAIN - 11
pc set only $65  941-474-1776
FLOOR JACK Sears 1 1/2 ton
automotive floor jack. $50  
941-255-5749
LOADING RAMPS Haulmaster
1000 lb capacity 6’ X 9”. Used
only once $50  239-895-5733
POWER WASHER 2300 PSI
Quantum 6 HP eng., good con.,
extras $100  941-662-5801
PRESSURE GAUGES for 1/4”
Pipe $10  941-697-0940
SNAPON  1/2” battery impact
wrench  $250  941-474-2490
VALVES GENERAL Purpose
Solenoid 110V 1/2” to 3/8”
Pipe Size $15  941-697-0940
WALLPAPER TABLE 6’Lx2’W
WITH TOOLS GD COND $75
941-202-9172

6220 OFFICE/BUSINESS
EQUIP./SUPPLIES

FILE CABINET 5 drawer legal
with lock & key tan color  $125
239-895-5733
HANGING FOLDERS
Legal size (100 Qty)  $25  
239-895-5733

6232 CATS

NOTICE: Statute 585.195
states that all dogs and cats
sold in Florida must be at least
eight weeks old, have an offi-
cial health certificate and prop-
er shots, and be free of intes-
tinal and external parasites.

RAGDOLL & HIMAYLAN 
KITTENS, Blue Point & Seal

Point Health Certs, 10 weeks,
$400. 941-685-1613

TABBY Manx male neutered,
seeks love & new home.
Tortioseshell female, gorgeous
also homeless. Must see my
kittens I rescued. Have Cat
Mobile Willl travel! Call 941-
270-2430.

6233 DOGS

NOTICE: Statute 585.195
states that all dogs and cats
sold in Florida must be at least
eight weeks old, have an offi-
cial health certificate and prop-
er shots, and be free of intes-
tinal and external parasites.

YORKIEPOO MALE puppy, 
9 wks, loving, & cuddly. $500
517-677-1385

6250 APPLIANCES

AC WINDOW UNIT INCLUDES
HEAT $125. (941)763-4818
AIR CONDITIONER Window air
Whirlpool w/remote $75  941-
268-0934
EDGESTAR COUNTERTOP
DISHWASHER $150 OBO.
Great for small apartment or lim-
ited space issues.  In very good
condition. Call 941-380-0107
ELEC. APPL White Range-
Dishwasher-Micro- wave $100
941-255-9894

6250 APPLIANCES

FREEZER Nice, White, $100.
(941)763-4818  delivery avail.
FRIDGE PORTABLE
GE 5 CU.FT. RUNS GOOD $50
941-202-9172
FRIDGE WATER FILTER New
Fits Whirlpool, Kenmore call for
fitment $15  941-769-3475
REFRIDGERATOR GE, white,
Top Freezer $250 (941)763-
4818
REFRIGERATOR PERFECT
FOR A DORM ROOM E/X 
$75  941-743-0399
WASHER & DRYER
Maytag, white, newer $400,
OBO  941-740-0262

WASHER & DRYER Nice,
White, $325.  (941)763-4818

delivery avail.
WASHER WHITE KENMORE

WORKS $150.00    
9412490866

WINDOW AC, 18,000 BTU, LG,
with remote New still in box $500
$100 below cost(941)-637-7498

6260 MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

$75.00 per panel

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 
Wheels

Tracks  & Locks

Licensed & Insured, 
Free Est. since 1981

visit us at     www.
SlidingDoorsandmore.com

Call  Bob 
941-706-6445

Owned and operated by
Local Fire fighter.

Low overhead
= 

Low prices!

ADVANCED AUTO PARTS
$81.00 on card, will sell for $75
941-208-2542
AREA RUG 8’x11’ INCL RUN-
NER 3’x5’, WINE/MULTI $75
941-202-9172

COFFEE MAKER
Keurig, slightly used 

$50, OBO  941-627-0516

FIREWOOD Split, Bundled,
and ready for the firepit! 

Perfect for these cooler nights! 
Pine, Oak, Citrus 
941-468-4372

GAS TRIMMER CRAFTSMAN 4-
CY RUNS, NEED NEW CLUTCH
$35  941-629-7933
GENERATOR SPORTSMAN
2000w New with cover $200
941-423-2585
HAND TRUCK new wheels
good shape $25, OBO  941-
473-2424
KITCHEN FAUCET+SPRAY
MOEN. 8” CENTER $25, OBO
941-627-6780

FIND YOUR
BEST FRIEND

IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS!

MOEN BATHROOM FAUCET
CHROME SINGLE LEVER NEW
IN BOX $30  941-202-9172
RECORD COLLECTION
includes album covers 50
cents each. Entire collection.
941-496-9252
STEP STOOL COSCO 17” 
2 STEPS, FLOWING $10, OBO
941-627-6780
TIRES, MICHELIN. 2 New
P235/50R18 97V. 0 miles.
$175, OBO  941-889-7472
WHITEWALL BIKE TIRES (2)
26” Cruiser $10  863-494-5918

6265 FREE MERCHANDISE

HEARING AID batteries size 13
Bought by mistake. 24 Duracell.
opened $5  941-964-0492

6270 WANTED TO
BUY/TRADE

BUYING SILVER COINS
DIMES Thru SILVER DOLLARS.

941-626-7785

6998 BARGAIN BUYS

PAITING AUTOM
42”x32” Beautiful Frame  
$50, OBO  941-575-0690

8 CLASSIFIEDS
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7000

TRANSPORTATION
7020 BUICK

2003 BUICK CENTURY
$1,600 Custom, Excellent
Cond!  150K Mi.  941-613-6884

2008 BUICK ENCLAVE
$6500 Excellent condition 
Senior owned,   941-624-4622

2016 BUICK CASCADA
$27,990. SILVER, CONV.,

4,987 MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

THE CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING DEPT.

WILL BE CLOSED 
JULY 4TH, 

WEDNESDAY 7/4

*We Will Re-Open at
8:00am, Thursday, 

July 5th*

DEADLINES
FOR CLASSIFIED 
LINE ADS ARE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

TUESDAY June 26th
at 4:30 for Thursday
June 28th & Friday

June 29th publication

WEDNESDAY June
27th at 12:30 for 

Saturday June 30th
& 4:30 for Sunday
July1st publication.

THURSDAY June 28th
at 4:30 for Monday
July 2nd & Tuesday
July 3rd publication.

FRIDAY July 29th at
12:30 for Wednesday
July 4th publication.

MONDAY, July 2nd at
4:30 for Thursday,

July 5th publication.

TUESDAY, July 3rd at
4:30 for Friday July

6th publication.

We Wish Everyone a
Safe and Happy
Fourth of July

7030 CADILLAC

2014 CADILLAC SRX
$25,990. WHITE, 

24K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR
2017 CADILLAC XT5
$39,990. WHITE, NAV,

8,027 MI.  855-280-4707 DLR
2005 CADILLAC DEVILLE
81K MI. EXTRA CLEAN! MATTAS
MOTORS  941-916-9222 DLR

1983 CADILLAC 
SEDAN DEVILLE

50K ORIGINAL MILES!
A MUST SEE!  

MATTAS MOTORS  
941-916-9222 DLR

1983 CADILLAC 
SEDAN DEVILLE

50K ORIGINAL MILES!
A MUST SEE!  

MATTAS MOTORS  
941-916-9222 DLR

7040 CHEVROLET

2016 CHEVY CORVETTE
STINGRAY $54,990. BLUE, 

6,793 MI.  855-280-4707 DLR
2011 CHEVY TRAVERSE

71K MILES, LOCAL TRADE 
MATTAS MOTORS

941-916-9222 DLR

Cash in with
Class!

2004CHEVY TRAIL BLAZER
MATTAS MOTORS

941-916-9222 DLR

7050 CHRYSLER

2013 CHRYSLER 300M
$10,911. WHITE, NAV,  

70K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR
2009 CHRYSLER PT

CRUISER  4 CYL. AUTO, 59K
MILES MATTAS MOTORS  

941-916-9222 DLR
2009 CHRYSLER PT

CRUISER  4 CYL. AUTO, 59K
MILES MATTAS MOTORS  

941-916-9222 DLR

7060 DODGE

2015 DODGE DURANGO
$27,877 CHERRY RED CRYSTAL 

48K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

7060 DODGE

2006 DODGE RAM 1500
$7,900 V8, 95K miles, 2 door

automatic, runs great.
White/Silver   941-257-8592

7070 FORD

2013 FORD FOCUS 
$8,990. RED, SE,

73K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2013 FORD EDGE 
$15,990. RED, SEL,

59K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS!! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE
Merchandise Ad Go to: 
sun-classifieds.com

Click on Place Ad. If You`ve
Advertised Online with Us
Before or Not Just Click 
Register and Follow the

Prompts. 

FREE Ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500.
and the Ad Must be Placed
Online by You. One Item Per 
Ad, the Ad Must be 3 Lines
or Less, Price Must Appear 

in the Ad. Your Ad Will
Appear Online for 7 Days and
in Print Wednesday Through-
Sunday. Some Restrictions 
Do Apply.  LIMIT 5 FREE 

ADS PER WEEK

Need To Place a
Classified Ad?

Enter Your Classified Ad and
Pay With Your Credit Card

24 Hours a Day, 
7 Days a Week.

2009 FORD TAURUS LIMITED
88K MI., NICELY EQUIPPED

MATTAS MOTORS
941-916-9222 DLR

2008 FORD EDGE SEL 
44K MILES, 1 OWNER
IMMACULATE MATTAS 

MOTORS 941-916-9222 DLR

7075 GMC

2015 GMC SIERRA 1500
$27,987. METALLIC, SLT, 

102K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

7080 JEEP

2017 JEEP WRANGLER
GRANITE CRYSTAL, 

15K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 JEEP COMPAS 
LATITUDE

MATTAS MOTORS  
941-916-9222 DLR

2016 JEEP COMPAS 
LATITUDE

MATTAS MOTORS  
941-916-9222 DLR

2006 JEEP LIBERTY
4X4, 80K MILES
MATTAS MOTORS

941-916-9222 DLR

7135 SATURN

USED SATURN CARS & SUV’s
Starting at $1,800 & Up. 
Saturn Parts Available.
Pro Power Auto Sales
941-627-8822

www.propowerauto.com

7148 BMW

2013 BMW 535I
$19,900.  BLACK, NAV, 

89K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

7160 HONDA

2013 HONDA CRV 
$14,911 SILVER, EX-L, AWD,
69K MI  855-280-4707 DLR

2016 HONDA CR-V 
$25,877. BLACK PEARL, 

28K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA ODYSSEY
$25,950 SMOKY TOPAZ, 
30K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA ODYSSEY
$25,950 MODERN STEEL, 
24K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2017 HONDA ACCORD
$26,987 WHITE ORCHID, 
30K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA ODYSSEY
$27,877 MODERN STEEL, 
35K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA ODYSSEY
$27,950 SMOKY TOPAZ, 
26K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA ODYSSEY
$27,977 DEEP SCARLET, 
25K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2015 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER
$28,477. GRAY METALLIC 
45K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2017 HONDA CR-V 
$29,877. WHITE PEARL, 

10K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA
$29,877. BLACK, 

22K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA ODYSSEY
$29,950 MODERN STEEL 
17K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA PILOT
$30,677 MODERN STEEL, 
32K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA ODYSSEY
$30,950 MODERN STEEL, 
17K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA ODYSSEY
$30,950 MODERN STEEL, 
17K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 HONDA PILOT
$31,477 BLUE PEARL, 

23K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

7160 HONDA

2016 HONDA ODYSSEY
$31,877 WHITE DIAMOND, 
34K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2017 HONDA PILOT
$32,487 BLACK PEARL, EX-L

28K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2017 HONDA PILOT
$34,477 LUNAR SILVER, EX-L

11K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2018 HONDA RIDGELINE
$40,987 BLACK EDITION 

5,541 MI  855-481-2060 DLR

7163 HYUNDAI

2011 HYUNDAI TUCSON
$9,990. SILVER, 

114K MI   855-280-4707 DLR

2014 HYUNDAI SONATA
$12,990. RED, GLS,

58K MI   855-280-4707 DLR

2016 HYUNDAI TUCSON
$15,990. RED, 

36K MI   855-280-4707 DLR

7177 KIA

2011 KIA SOUL PLUS 
4 CYL. AUTO, EXTRA CLEAN. 

MATTAS MOTORS  
941-916-9222 DLR

2011 KIA SOUL PLUS 
4 CYL. AUTO, EXTRA CLEAN. 

MATTAS MOTORS  
941-916-9222 DLR

7178 LEXUS

2003 LEXUS ES-300 
$6,990. WHITE, 

130K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2009 LEXUS RX-350
$14,990. TRUFFLE, NAV

86K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2004 LEXUS LS-430
$15,990. WHITE, 

59K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2015 LEXUS CT-200H 
$17,911. BLACK, CERT, 

59K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2008 LEXUS LS-460
$17,990. SILVER, NAV

65K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2014 LEXUS ES-350
$24,911. SATIN, CERT, NAV,
26K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2015 LEXUS GS-350
$31,911. BLACK, CERT, NAV,
32K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2013 LEXUS IS-250C
$31,990. RED, CERT, NAV,
27K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2016 LEXUS ES-350
$34,911. BLACK, CERT, NAV,
17K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2015 LEXUS RC-350
$35,990. SILVER, CERT, NAV
27K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

7205 SPORTS CARS

2014 TESLA MODEL-S
$59,990. RED, NAV,

5,581 MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

7210 TOYOTA

2006 TOYOTA SCION XA
$3,850  XA, 4 Dr. Hatchback,
Auto, AC, PW, PL, 47K Mi. Well

Maintained (732)-887-4818

2012 TOYOTA VENZA
$15,990. RED, LTD, 

78K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2015 TOYOTA RAV4
$17,911. RED, LE, AWD, 

23K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2012 TOYOTA VENZA
$18,990. RED, LTD, 

46K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2014 TOYOTA RAV4
$19,990. WHITE, LTD, AWD, 
37K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2015 TOYOTA TUNDRA
$35,990. GRAY, LTD, 4X4, 
35K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2014 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
BLIZZARD PEARL, LIMITED

55K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

7220 VOLKSWAGEN

2016 VW TOUAREG
$33,877 BLACK PEARL, 
18K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

7250 ANTIQUES/
COLLECTIBLES

1983 CADILLAC 
SEDAN DEVILLE

50K ORIGINAL MILES!
A MUST SEE!  

MATTAS MOTORS  
941-916-9222 DLR

7260 AUTOS WANTED

I BUY SCRAP 
CARS & TRUCKS 

Edward 941-456-1342

BEST $$ FOR JUNKERS
7 Days, FAST PICKUP

941-286-3122, 623-5550

CASH FOR ALL
TRUCKS & CARS ANY
COND RUNNING OR 

NOT. (352)-342-7037

7260 AUTOS WANTED

WE BUY &
PICK UP JUNK CARS 

941-661-1928

7270 AUTO PARTS/
ACCESSORIES

BUCKET SEATS 2, grey cloth,
Ex cond. $70/ pair  941-661-
2667

BUCKET SEATS 2, grey cloth,
Ex cond. $70/ pair  941-661-
2667

7290 VANS

2013 CHRYSLER TOWN-&-
COUNTRY  $14,500 FIRM!

Like New! Only 46K miles! 
Must SEE!  941-505-8889

2015 DODGE Grand Caravan
WHEELCHAIR Van, 10” lowered
floor & ramp.  941-870-4325
2008 CHRYSLER TOWN &

COUNTRY LIMITED 
MATTAS MOTORS  

941-916-9222 DLR

7300 TRUCKS/ PICK-UPS

1995 FORD F-150  $700 4x4
Mud Tires, Needs Work or for
Parts. 207-263-7031 (Englwd)

1997 FORD F150 Supercab.
$3800. Body & exterior excel-
lent shape. 49k miles on motor.
22” Boss Rims w/ Cooper XST
tires. Call 941-456-5198 

2009 CHEVY AVALANCHE LT
$18,500 Leather, Black

70,000mi, excellent condition  
941-276-5307

2016 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER
$29,911. WHITE, NAV, 

20K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA
$29,990. BLACK, 4DR, 4X4 
28K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2014 CHEVY SILVERADO
$30,977 VICTORY RED, LT, 

18K MI  855-481-2060 DLR

2016 FORD F-150  $33,000
Crew Cab, Lariat, White Plat-
inum Metallic, Med Gray Int.,
Liner & Cover, ext warranty.
734-634-8829

1996 CHEVY 1500 special
edition, short bed, step side,
4.3 Eng, Auto, Bucket Seats &
Consule. All Orig. only 2 owners,
$4400 704-223-0927 Englwd

7305 SPORT UTILITY/
VEHICLES

2009 LAND ROVER
$17,911 GRAY, NAV, LR2 HSE,
133K MI   855-280-4707 DLR

2006 FORD EXPLORER XLT
82K MILES

MATTAS MOTORS
941-916-9222 DLR

7330 BOATS-POWERED

33' CHRIS-CRAFT COMMANDER
338 W/ DUAL STATIONS, LRG.

FLY BRIDGE, STATEROOM W/
PRIVATE HEAD, (2) 5.7L 

MERCCRUISERS, 6.5 KW ONAN
GENSET, (2) MARINE A/C UNITS,
ETC.. GREAT PARTY/LIVE ABOARD

BOAT.  CALL OWNER @ 
941-626-7038 $16,500.

23’ 1989 PRO-LINE CC w/t-
top, 2003 Yamaha 225, 4S  less
600 hrs. $6,000  717-386-1078

7338 MARINE SUPPLY
& EQUIP.

TROLLING MOTOR Grady
White Bow Mount $65  941-268-
0934

BOAT LIFT: Elevator boat lift
$300  941-539-4178

OUTBOARD MOTOR Lift (Davit)
SS Hoist with tackle. Like new
$175  941-697-0940

MINN KOTA 24V 80lb 
squik release. Good Con $200
941-575-7556

ELEC. ADAPTER FOR SHORE
POWER ‘Y’ 50A MALE TO 2- 30A
FEMALE $85  941-697-0940

ELEC ADAPTER single pigtail
20A Male to 30A Female $40
941-697-0940

7339 CANOES/KAYAKS

KAYAK BLUE DAGGET ZYDECO
$150  941-629-7933
CANOE TYPE WATERCRAFT
14’ (2) Fiberglass plus Mold
$250  941-268-8951
14’ OLD TOWN EXCURSION II
TANDEM KAYAK $350, OBO
203-668-7956

7341 TRAILER
& ACCESSORIES

NEW SHIPMENT!
ENCLOSED TRAILERS BY LARK

AND OPEN TRAILERS BY TRIPLE
CROWN IN STOCK ALSO 

NEW CARGO CRAFT ENCLOSED
TRAILERS

MATTAS MOTORS   
941-916-9222 DLR

BOAT TRAILER Galvanized up
to 16’ boat $450  941-268-
0934

“120” TRAILERS
★ CARGO ★ ENCLOSED ★DUMP

★ UTILITY ★ EQUIPMENT
★ SKID STEER. PARTS-SERVICE
TRADES WELCOME. FINANCING

AVAILABLE. 941-575-2214
WE BUY TRAILERS, CARS & TRUCKS.
ROY’S TRAILER COUNTRY
4760 TAYLOR RD., P.G.

7360 CYCLES/MOPEDS/
SCOOTERS

SCOOTER E-zip electric $250,
OBO  941-627-0516
SCOOTER E-zip electric $250,
OBO  941-627-0516

2004 HONDA GOLDWING
$6,000. 95K Miles, Good 

Condition!  941-486-0858

HARBOR
SCOOTERS
for all your

scooter
needs...

3315 Tamiami Trl. PG
We Repair Scooters too! 

941-347-8705

SALES
SERVICE 
PARTS

HarborScooters.net

CARGO CRAFT HAULERS
IN STOCK @ 

MATTAS MOTORS 
941-916-9222 DLR

7370 CAMPERS/
TRAVEL TRAILERS

WINNEBAGO
SAVINGS

SAVE UP TO 25%
Limited time only! 

Family owned/operated
GERZENY’S R.V. WORLD
2110 US 41, Nokomis

I-75 Exit 195
(941) 202-6422

Gerzeny’s RV World
SERVICE, PARTS &

BODY One Stop Shop
For all your needs

2110 US 41, Nokomis
(941) 966-5335

CLASS B’S
LARGEST 

DEALER IN USA
Family owned/operated
GERZENY’S R.V. WORLD
2110 US 41, Nokomis

I-75 Exit 195
(941) 202-6422

7380 MOTOR HOMES / RVs

WANTED - All Motor
Homes, TT’s, 5th wheels, &

Diesel trucks. CASH paid on
the spot for quick sale. 

Any Condition! Low or High
Value.   954-789-7530

TURN YOUR 
RV INTO CASH!

Sell it! Consign it! Trade it!
NOW SERVING

NOKOMIS *FORT MYERS

BRADENTON * LAKELAND

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
GERZENY’S R.V. WORLD 

2110 US 41, NOKOMIS
I-75 EXIT 195
941-202-6422

WWW.RVWORLDINC.COM

TRAILERS/5TH WHEELS
TOY HAULERS/

SLIDE INS
Top Brands * 
Best Prices

NOW SERVING
NOKOMIS *FORT MYERS

BRADENTON * LAKELAND

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

GERZENY’S
R.V. WORLD 

2110 US 41, NOKOMIS
I-75 EXIT 195

941-202-6422
WWW.RVWORLDINC.COM

RV
HOTLINE 

1-877-684-5132

7380 MOTOR HOMES / RVs

OVER 800 RV’S
IN STOCK!

*SALES *SERVICE
*PARTS *BODY
FAMILY OWNED AND

OPERATED

GERZENY’S
RV WORLD

2110 US 41, NOKOMIS
I-75 EXIT 195

941-202-6422
NEAR OSCAR SCHERER

STATE PARK
WWW.RVWORLDINC.COM

I BUY TRAVEL TRAILERS,
5th Wheels Motor Homes &
Trucks I Come to You! Call

Dave Anytime. 813-713-3217

Blue-Ox Tow Hitches Sold
& Installed. 

PRO-POWER AUTO SALES 
4140 Whidden Blvd PC 33980

(941) 627-8822

2008 COACHMAN Freelander
Model 2130, Qn Bed, Like New!
13K miles, 6L Chevy workhorse
engine. All Available Options!
$32,500, OBO  941-894-8005

7382 RV/CAMPER PARTS

POP UP CAMPER Coleman
crank model 1980's needs
rehab  selling for parts 499 obo
941-249-0866

Turn your
trash into

cash!
Advertise
your yard

sale!

PUT
CLASSIFIEDS

TO WORK
FOR YOU!

FIND A JOB!
BUY A HOME!
BUY A CAR!

9CLASSIFIEDS
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PUNTA GORDA — It’s 
an incredible force:

The power of the wind 
is more often than not the 
variable that gets people 
involved with sailing.

Imagine the quiet 
of being on the water, 
listening to the ripples 
as they move across the 
surface, finding yourself 
in a relaxed state, and 
then you’re met with a 
formidable force. Students 
between the ages of 8-18 
are getting an opportunity 
to learn about the sport 
that provides you with 
an adrenaline rush, said 
Mary Dorney, with Learn 
to Sail, Inc., a 501(c)(3) 
organization based at the 
Bayfront Center at 750 
West Retta Esplanade, 
Punta Gorda. 

The program is 
providing those who 
participate with a chance 
to embrace a discipline 
that will last them a 
lifetime. 

“You can see it in the 
kids’ faces and by their 
reaction,” said Julie 
Jackson, Learn to Sail. “It’s 
their first time out on the 
water, and they’re exhil-
arated. When they came 
back into eat their lunch, 
they’d rather just skip 
their lunch and just go 
back out. They’re focused 
and working together as a 
team. They’re putting on 
sails, rigging the boats and 
they help one another.”

However, the love of the 
sport will develop from its 
nascent stages, flourishing 
into something larger with 
time, said Dorey. 

“It’s not something that 
we can teach them, the joy 
of it,” said Dorey. 

However, there are vari-
ables and elements that 
make sailing appealing 
to youth who become 
involved with the sport, 
said Dorey. 

“For many kids, that’s 
the only thing that they 
have control over,” said 

Dorey. “Someone else 
is telling them when 
to eat, take a bath or 
get dressed. When they 
get on a sailboat by 
themselves, they’re in 
charge. It teaches them 
self-confidence. They 
become leaders. You can 
see the ones that are 
helping other children. It’s 
a big responsibility.”

The instructors who 
are involved with the 
Learn to Sail program 
place an emphasis on 
safety, said Dorey. The 
first day of the series 
starts with a safety video. 
The participants are 
given instruction on life 
jacket fit, and later try 
them on. Before a boat 
is put in the water, the 
weather forecast and 
the direction of wind are 
taken into consideration. 

“They want the kids to 
be safe out there and to 
respect the environment,” 
said Dorey. “The classes 

are limited to 12 students, 
with most of the students 
being between 8 and 12.”

Learn to Sail would love 
to expand the program, by 
creating a platform. one 
that would allow them to 
teach adults on a routine 
basis. The class is held 
Monday through Friday’s 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
through August 10.  

“The kids always have 
10 weeks of summer 
camp,” said Dorey. “We 
don’t have a camp for 
adults. That’s something 
that we’ll work on. We 
want to work on teaching 
kids to race. It’s one thing 
to go out and day sail, but 
it’s another to race from 
point-to-point.”

The program has been 
beneficial to the area’s 
youth, providing them 
with an outlet they can 
build a strong foundation 
on, after their initial 
experience and exposure 
to the sport.

Volunteers are a 
critical component in any 
organization, and Learn to 
Sail would like to get more 
adults involved in the 
program. 

“There’s a lot of 
sailors and sailboats in 
the community,” said 
Jackson. “It would be nice 
to have more support and 
volunteers, turn them 
into instructors and get 
some younger blood 
into the organization. 
We reach 120 kids every 
summer and that ripples 
out to a lot of changes 
in a lot of peoples’ lives. 
When they come and they 
teach, they’re really doing 
a lot for the community 
and the kids’ future. We 
would love to see more 
instructors and volun-
teers. They don’t have to 
be proficient sailors to be 
part of the organization.”

The program has had 
to limit their classes to 
12 students because of 

the lack of volunteers. 
An increase in numbers 
would provide depth and 
succor because of the 
physicality that’s involved 
with removing the boats 
from the racks, moving 
the vessels down the 
ramps and into the water, 
and repeating the process 
at the end of the day, said 
Dorey. 

“We don’t have enough 
people to put 15 boats 
in and pull 15 boats out 
every afternoon,” said 
Dorey. 

Those participating in 
the Learn to Sail program 
leave with an indelible 
imprint, a memorable 
experience that they 
will carry with them 
throughout their lives. 

“The kids get to see all 
of the effort it takes,” said 
Jackson. “The boats aren’t 
just sitting out there for 
them waiting to go sailing. 
They see the responsibility 
(it takes), making sure the 

plugs are in, that every-
thing is tied down and to 
rinse off the salt water. 
They see all of that. They’re 
learning a lot from doing 
this. When they came in, 
we pulled their boats up. 
and they’re taking the 
mast up, brushing the 
boats and they’re pulling 
up the plugs. They knew 
exactly what to do, and 
that’s as an important of 
a lesson as as some of the 
lessons on the water.”

The evolution of the 
students taking part 
in the program, from 
their start on Monday 
to where they finish on 
Friday, is nothing short 
of amazing. The instruc-
tors marvel at how well 
the students adapt, said 
Dorey. 

“They pick it up quick 
and they cheer for 
themselves,” said Dorey. 
“They all work together 
and then they say they’re 
great.”

The week starts with 
the students having to 
pass a swim test and take 
part in a capsize drill. 

“It’s amazing, to (see 
them) right the boat 
and some of them really 
struggled,” said Dorey. 
“Some of the kids are 
really light, 60 pounds, 
and they’re trying to 
get this boat right. They 
would get tired and 
another kid would jump 
in and help. By the end of 
the week, they capsized 
and the boats were right 
back up.”

There are scholarships 
available for students 
wishing to participate, 
said Dorey. 

For more information 
about the Learn to Sail 
program, call 941-999-
1102 or visit their website 
at learntosailswf.com.

Program promotes sport of sailing
By BEN BAUGH
SPORTS EDITOR

Claire Sunter riggs a sail as part of the Learn to Sail Inc. program at the Bayfront Center in Punta 
Gorda. 

SUN PHOTOS BY BEN BAUGH 

Brajilda Bejte is a junior instructor with the Learn to Sail Inc., a 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization based in Punta Gorda. 

Brixton Nemec rinses water off the boat in preparation of going into Charlotte Harbor as part of 
the Learn to Sail program. 

Seidon Spooner has the opportunity to become better acquainted 
with Charlotte Harbor as part of the Learn to Sail Program.

Angie & Gary’s act showcases a wide variety of musical styles spanning the last fi fty 

years, with songs from such 50’s and 60’s artists as The Shirells, Patsy Cline, Dean 

Martin, and Frank Sinatra.  They also perform hits from the 70’s and 80’s by artist like 

Dobie Gray, Bette Midler, and The Romantics.  You’ll hear country classics from 

Patsy Cline and Kenny Rogers, as well as modern favorites from Lonestar and

Miranda Lambert.  They even play some much more recent pop songs from Los 

Lonely Boys, Megan Trainor and John Legend. There is truly something for everyone!

All Seats Reserved
$15-$20
Taxes & Fees Included

7:00pm Showtime

Order online: www.SunEvents.com
By phone: (941) 625-4175 M-F 9am-2pm

In person:

All sales fi nal. Please notify us at time of ticket 

purchase for any special needs seating requirements.

William H. Wakeman, III Cultural Center Theater

50 years of MEMORIES
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NO STOCKS
There are no stock listings 
in today’s paper due to the 
July 4 holiday.

NEW YORK (AP) — With backyard 
barbecues and fireworks, Americans 
are celebrating Independence Day 
by participating in time-honored 
traditions that express pride in their 
country’s 242nd birthday.

But this quintessential American 
holiday will also be marked with a 
sense of a United States divided for 
some — evidenced by competing 
televised events in the nation’s capital.

From New York to California, July 
Fourth festivities will be at times lively 
and lighthearted, with Macy’s July 
Fourth fireworks and Nathan’s Famous 
hot dog eating contest.

The day’s events will also be stately and 
traditional, with parades lining streets 
across the country and the world’s oldest 
commissioned warship firing a 21-gun 
salute to mark the 242 years since the sign-
ing of the Declaration of Independence.

For some Western states, however, 
the holiday will be a bit more muted as 

high wildfire danger forces communi-
ties to cancel fireworks displays.

Here are some highlights of 
Wednesday’s festivities:

OLDEST WARSHIP
The USS Constitution has sailed in 

Boston Harbor and fired its guns again 
to mark Independence Day.

The world’s oldest commissioned 
warship still afloat left its berth at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard on Wednesday 
morning. It glided through the harbor 
to mark 242 years since the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence.

The ship, nicknamed Old Ironsides, 
traveled to Fort Independence on 
Castle Island to fire a 21-gun salute. The 
ship’s commander saluted the crowds 
gathered there.

A Navy sailor on board recited the 
Declaration of Independence during 
the cruise.

A HISTORIC PARADE
Crowds lined the streets in a Rhode 

Island town to see what’s billed as the 
nation’s oldest continuous Fourth of 
July celebration. Begun in 1785, the 
Bristol parade typically attracts about 
100,000 people to the seaside town.

This year’s was a scorcher: 
Temperatures hovered near 
90 degrees when the parade began 
late Wednesday morning, and some 
marchers were treated for heat 
exhaustion and taken off the route.

DUELING CELEBRATIONS
The country’s longest-running 

live national July Fourth television 
tradition is PBS’ broadcast of music 
and fireworks from the U.S. Capitol’s 
West Lawn. But it’s facing new 

Americans celebrate July 4th  
with fireworks, parades, salutes

NEW YORK — Joey “Jaws” Chestnut 
extended his reign as champion eater at the 
Nathan’s Famous July Fourth hot dog eating 
contest Wednesday, downing a record 
74 wieners and buns in 10 minutes to take 
home the coveted Mustard Belt for an 11th 
time.

Miki Sudo held onto her title as the top 
women’s competitor at the annual Brooklyn 
eat-off, chomping 37 franks and buns to 
take home the top prize for an unprece-
dented fifth consecutive year.

“I found a vicious rhythm,” the 34-year-
old Chestnut said after the stuffing session. 
“I was feeling good today.”

But while Chestnut ate 10 more dogs and 
buns than second-place finisher Carmen 
Cincotti, a judging error cast initial doubt 
over their totals after jurists didn’t see the 
eaters were taking the dogs and buns from 
two plates.

“Frankly, the judging was just off,” George 
Shea, the longtime Coney Island announc-
er, told The Associated Press. “Joey said, 
‘look at my plates’ and Carmen said ‘look at 
my plates.’ We counted the plates that they 
had eaten and it was 64 and 74.”

Eric Gonzalez, the Brooklyn district 
attorney, certified the final tally and 
Chestnut’s record of 74, two more than he 
consumed last year.

“At the end of the day, Joey Chestnut 
came in here and ate 74 hot dogs, broke 
a world record,” said Cincotti, who 
celebrated his 26th birthday on Wednesday. 
“Apparently they were good dogs.”

‘Jaws’ sets 
record with 
74 hot dogs

By REBECCA GIBIAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK (AP) — A woman 
protesting U.S. immigration 
policy climbed the Statue of 
Liberty’s base and forced the 
monument’s evacuation on the 
Fourth of July hours after sev-
eral other demonstrators had 
hung a banner on the statue’s 
pedestal and had been arrested.

About 100 feet aboveground, 
the climber engaged in a rough-
ly four-hour standoff with police 

before two New York Police 
Department officers climbed 
up to the base and went over 
to her. With the dramatic scene 
unfolding on live television, she 
and the officers edged carefully 
around the rim of the statue’s 
robes toward a ladder, and she 
climbed down about 25 feet to 
the monument’s observation 
point and was taken into 
custody.

The woman had participated 
earlier in displaying a banner 
calling for abolishing the federal 
government’s chief immigration 
enforcement agency, said Jay 
W. Walker, a member of Rise 
and Resist, which organized the 
demonstration.

The group initially tweeted 
that the climber had “no 
connection” to the demon-
stration. Walker later said she 

was involved but others had 
no idea she would make the 
climb, which wasn’t part of the 
planned protest. He said he 
didn’t know her name.

The climber ascended from 
the observation point, National 
Park Service spokesman Jerry 
Willis said. Visitors were forced 
to leave Liberty Island hours 
before its normal 6:15 p.m. 
closing time, he said.

Earlier and farther below, 
at least six people were taken 
into custody after unfurling 
a banner that read “Abolish 
I.C.E.,” Willis said. The message 
referred to Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, a part of 
the Department of Homeland 
Security. ICE officers arrest and 
deport immigrants who are 
in the United States illegally, 
among other duties.

Protester scales Statue of Liberty’s base, forces evacuation
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BERLIN — Scientists say they’re 
several steps closer to perfecting 
a method that could prevent 
the extinction of northern white 
rhinos, of which only two animals 
are known still to be alive.

According to a paper 
published Wednesday 
in the journal Nature 
Communications, researchers 
have succeeded in creating 
embryos using frozen northern 
white rhino sperm and eggs 
from a southern white rhino, a 
closely related sub-species.

It’s the first time such hybrid 
embryos have been created and 
the scientists from Germany, Italy 
and the Czech Republic say it 
could provide a pathway to saving 
the critically endangered northern 
white rhino after the last male, 
called Sudan, died in March.

They plan to harvest the egg 
cells of the two surviving female 

rhinos soon and use preserved 
sperm to produce “pure” 
northern white rhino embryos. 
Since the females, a mother and 
daughter called Najin and Fatu, 
are unable to bear offspring 
themselves, the embryos would 
be implanted in a southern 
white rhino surrogate.

In order to increase the supply 
of eggs and preserve the northern 
white rhino’s genetic diversity, 
scientists are also working on a 
second method that would coax 
frozen skin cells from deceased 
animals into becoming egg cells, 
a procedure that has already 
succeeded in mice.

Thomas Hildebrandt, of the 
Leibniz Institute for Zoo and 
Wildlife Research in Berlin, 
said researchers hope the first 
northern white rhino calf will be 
born in about three years.

Saving the northern 
white rhino has become an 
international effort, with 
cooperation but also some rivalry 

among scientists and institutions 
around the world, including zoos 
in San Diego and Cincinnati.

Some experts have criticized 
the effort however, saying it 
comes too late.

“I have no doubt that its 
purely scientific merit is 
laudable and it might have 
some application to endangered 
species conservation in the 
future,” said Richard Kock, 
a conservationist at Britain’s 
Royal Veterinary College who 
has worked extensively in 
Africa. “But I am afraid it is 
very much Nero fiddling after 
Rome is burning with respect to 
(northern) white rhino.”

Kock and fellow conservationists 
warned against focusing only on 
the northern white rhino sub-
species, noting that its southern 
cousin has come back from the 
brink of extinction and now 
numbers some 21,000 individuals.

Instead, they suggested, work 
should focus on saving other 

endangered rhino species that 
can still be found in the wild.

“Assisted reproductive 
technologies are very expensive 
and their success is far from 
guaranteed. Meanwhile, we 
don’t have enough funding to 
conserve the other four rhino 
species, all of which are more 
threatened with extinction than 
the white rhino,” said Bob Smith, 

director of the Durrell Institute 
of Conservation and Ecology at 
the University of Kent, England.

Hildebrandt insisted the 
effort is worthwhile. “The 
northern white rhino didn’t fail 
in evolution,” he said. “It failed 
because it’s not bulletproof. It was 
slaughtered by criminals which 
went for the horn because the 
horn costs more than gold.”

Scientists create hybrids in race to save rhino sub-species
By FRANK JORDANS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AP PHOTO

In this March 2 
photo, Keeper 
Zachariah Mutai 
attends to Fatu, 
one of only two 
female northern 
white rhinos left 
in the world, in 
the pen where 
she is kept for 
observation, at 
the Ol Pejeta 
Conservancy in 
Laikipia county 
in Kenya. 

AP PHOTO

Joey Chestnut eats two hot dogs at a time 
during the men’s competition of the Nathan’s 
Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, 
Wednesday, in New York’s Coney Island. 

Jeannie Dominguez holds her 
Chihuahua, Diamond, next to 
her 14-year-old granddaughter 
Natalee Dominguez during the 
Odessa Jaycee’s 69th Annual 
Independence Celebration 
Parade, Wednesday, in Odessa 
Texas.

Top center: A young girl 
waves an American flag 
during rehearsal for the 
Boston Pops Fireworks 
Spectacular in Boston, 
Tuesday.

A woman waits for the start 
of rehearsals for the Boston 
Pops Fireworks Spectacular 
in Boston, Tuesday.

AP PHOTOS

Spectators cheer as confetti falls during rehearsal for the Boston Pops Fire-
works Spectacular in Boston, Tuesday. Left: Maddie Scaletta waits for the start 
of rehearsals for the Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacular in Boston, Tuesday. 
Right: A woman dressed as the Statue of Liberty waves to the crowd while 
riding on a float in the Fourth of July parade in Marietta, Ga., Wednesday.
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TODAY / TONIGHT

An afternoon 
thunderstorm

A stray evening 
t-storm

HIGH 91° LOW 75°
55% chance of 

rain
40% chance of 

rain

Sun and clouds, 
a t-storm in the 

afternoon

91° / 75°
50% chance of rain

FRIDAY

                         GULF WATER
                        TEMPERATURE

Clouds and sun with a 
thunderstorm; humid

91° / 74°
55% chance of rain

SATURDAY

Partly sunny and 
humid with a 
thunderstorm

92° / 75°
55% chance of rain

SUNDAY

Humid; a morning 
shower, then a t-storm

93° / 76°
50% chance of rain

TUESDAY

A thunderstorm in 
spots in the afternoon

93° / 76°
40% chance of rain

MONDAY

1
5

11 11

2 1

Trees
Grass
Weeds
Molds

absent low moderate high very high

absent

0 50 100 150 200 300 500

44

0-50 Good; 51-100 Moderate; 101-150 Unhealthy 
for sensitive groups; 151-200 Unhealthy; 201-300 
Very Unhealthy; 301-500 Hazardous

Source: scgov.net

 8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m.
The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 
the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

RealFeel Temperature is the exclusive AccuWeather.
com composite of effective temperature based on eight 
weather factors.

UV Index and RealFeel Temperature® Today

Precipitation (in inches)

Precipitation (in inches)

Precipitation (in inches)

Temperatures

Temperatures

Temperatures

Source: National Allergy Bureau

CONDITIONS TODAY

AIR QUALITY INDEX

POLLEN INDEX

WEATHER HISTORY

WEATHER TRIVIA™

PORT CHARLOTTE

SEBRING

VENICE

84 93 101 103 97 93

Air Quality Index readings as of Wednesday

Main pollutant: Particulates

Punta Gorda through 2 p.m. Wednesday

Sebring through 2 p.m. Wednesday

Venice through 2 p.m. Wednesday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Wed. 0.10”
Month to date 0.49”
Normal month to date 1.21”
Year to date   27.02”
Normal year to date 22.17”
Record 1.02” (1974)

24 hours through 2 p.m. Wed. 0.00”

24 hours through 2 p.m. Wed. 1.02”
Month to date 1.54”
Normal month to date 1.00”
Year to date   15.63”
Normal year to date 21.74”
Record 1.02” (2004)

High/Low 92°/74°
Normal High/Low 92°/74°
Record High 97° (1998)
Record Low 68° (1971)

High/Low 90°/72°

High/Low 91°/73°
Normal High/Low 90°/74°
Record High 97° (1979)
Record Low 69° (2008)

Pollen Index readings as of Wednesday

MONTHLY RAINFALL
Month 2018 2017 Avg. Record/Year
Jan. 1.98 0.88 1.80 9.93/2016
Feb. 0.66 0.94 2.52 11.05/1983
Mar. 0.53 0.80 3.28 9.26/1970
Apr. 1.15 1.59 2.03 5.80/1994
May 15.98 2.74 2.50 15.98/2018
Jun. 6.23 14.79 8.92 23.99/1974
Jul. 0.49 9.02 8.22 14.22/1995
Aug.  13.12 8.01 15.60/1995
Sep.  12.46 6.84 14.03/1979
Oct.  2.54 2.93 10.88/1995
Nov.  0.44 1.91 5.53/2002
Dec.  1.04 1.78 6.83/2002
Year 27.02 60.36 50.74 (since 1931)
Totals are from a 24-hour period ending at 5 p.m.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

FLORIDA CITIES
 Today Fri.

Apalachicola 87 75 pc 88 75 t
Bradenton 89 76 t 90 77 t
Clearwater 89 77 t 88 77 t
Coral Springs 91 79 c 91 75 sh
Daytona Beach 87 74 sh 87 73 pc
Fort Lauderdale 90 78 c 90 76 sh
Fort Myers 92 74 t 91 73 t
Gainesville 89 72 t 89 71 t
Jacksonville 87 73 sh 89 72 pc
Key Largo 89 81 c 89 77 pc
Key West 90 83 t 90 83 pc
Lakeland 89 73 t 89 72 t
Melbourne 90 77 c 88 76 pc
Miami 90 80 c 89 78 sh
Naples 91 75 t 91 75 t
Ocala 87 71 t 86 70 t
Okeechobee 89 73 t 88 71 t
Orlando 88 74 t 88 73 t
Panama City 86 74 t 88 75 pc
Pensacola 88 75 t 88 76 pc
Pompano Beach 91 78 c 91 77 sh
St. Augustine 85 74 sh 86 73 pc
St. Petersburg 88 74 t 88 75 t
Sarasota 89 72 t 90 76 t
Tallahassee 88 73 t 89 72 t
Tampa 89 76 t 89 78 t
Vero Beach 89 74 pc 89 72 sh
West Palm Beach 89 77 c 88 75 pc

Punta Gorda

Englewood

Boca Grande

El Jobean

Venice

 High Low High Low

Cape Sable to Tarpon Springs

Tarpon Springs to Apalachicola

 Wind Speed Seas Bay/Inland
 direction in knots in feet chop

TIDES

MARINE

Possible weather-related delays today. Check 
with your airline for the most updated schedules.

 Hi/Lo Outlook Delays

AIRPORT

Today 9:22a 3:03a 8:36p 3:27p
Fri. 10:00a 3:44a 10:02p 4:49p

Today 7:59a 1:19a 7:13p 1:43p
Fri. 8:37a 2:00a 8:39p 3:05p

Today 7:40a 12:07a 5:06p 12:53p
Fri. 8:08a 12:45a 8:24p 2:17p

Today 9:54a 3:32a 9:08p 3:56p
Fri. 10:32a 4:13a 10:34p 5:18p

Today 6:14a 12:22p 5:28p ---
Fri. 6:52a 12:39a 6:54p 1:44p

 SSE 4-8 0-1 Light

 SE 6-12 1-2 Light

Ft. Myers 92/74 storms afternoon
Punta Gorda 91/75 storms afternoon 
Sarasota 89/72 storms afternoon 

The Sun Rise Set

The Moon Rise Set

 Minor Major Minor Major

The solunar period schedule allows planning days 
so you will be fishing in good territory or hunting in 
good cover during those times. Major periods begin 
at the times shown and last for 1.5 to 2 hours. The 
minor periods are shorter.

SUN AND MOON

SOLUNAR TABLE

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2018

Last

Jul 6

New

Jul 12

First

Jul 19

Full

Jul 27

Today 12:51 a.m. 1:00 p.m.
Friday 1:26 a.m. 1:55 p.m.

Today 6:39 a.m. 8:26 p.m.
Friday 6:40 a.m. 8:26 p.m.

Today 12:07p 5:56a ---- 6:18p
Fri. 12:29a 6:41a 12:52p 7:04p
Sat. 1:14a 7:25a 1:37p 7:49p

Monterrey
91/68

Chihuahua
93/64

Los Angeles
89/70

Washington
90/78

New York
88/75

Miami
90/80

Atlanta
88/70

Detroit
90/65

Houston
90/74

Kansas City
90/72

Chicago
91/65

Minneapolis
84/64

El Paso
96/74

Denver
84/58

Billings
89/65

San Francisco
74/62

Seattle
85/60

Toronto
89/63

Montreal
92/69

Winnipeg
76/54 Ottawa

94/67

WORLD CITIES

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

THE NATION

 Cold Warm Stationary Showers T-storms Rain Flurries Snow Ice

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

 Fronts Precipitation

-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

U.S. Extremes

Publication date: 07/5/18

 Today Fri.  Today Fri.

 Today Fri.  Today Fri.

Albuquerque 88 66 t 89 68 s
Anchorage 70 56 c 73 57 pc
Atlanta 88 70 t 88 70 t
Baltimore 90 76 pc 84 65 t
Billings 89 65 s 99 68 s
Birmingham 90 72 t 89 72 t
Boise 102 69 s 97 65 s
Boston 91 75 pc 84 64 t
Buffalo 86 65 t 76 57 s
Burlington, VT 94 71 t 78 56 sh
Charleston, WV 92 71 t 81 58 t
Charlotte 90 70 t 89 67 t
Chicago 91 65 t 79 58 s
Cincinnati 93 71 t 81 58 t
Cleveland 89 68 t 76 62 pc
Columbia, SC 91 71 t 93 71 t
Columbus, OH 91 69 t 81 58 pc
Concord, NH 94 75 s 82 53 sh
Dallas 96 77 pc 96 77 pc
Denver 84 58 t 92 61 s
Des Moines 84 67 t 85 64 s
Detroit 90 65 t 80 58 pc
Duluth 77 57 pc 79 59 s
Fairbanks 73 52 c 78 56 s
Fargo 80 57 s 84 69 s
Hartford 91 76 pc 82 58 t
Helena 92 61 s 96 64 s
Honolulu 88 76 pc 88 76 r
Houston 90 74 t 91 74 t
Indianapolis 92 73 t 82 59 pc

Jackson, MS 92 71 t 92 73 pc
Kansas City 90 72 t 86 67 sh
Knoxville 91 72 pc 83 69 t
Las Vegas 107 86 s 111 92 s
Los Angeles 89 70 pc 104 77 s
Louisville 95 76 pc 85 63 t
Memphis 95 76 t 92 73 t
Milwaukee 86 61 t 75 58 s
Minneapolis 84 64 c 84 65 s
Montgomery 93 73 t 93 73 pc
Nashville 96 76 pc 88 68 t
New Orleans 89 77 t 88 77 t
New York City 88 75 pc 83 65 t
Norfolk, VA 89 77 t 92 74 t
Oklahoma City 90 71 s 92 71 t
Omaha 86 70 t 87 68 s
Philadelphia 90 74 pc 83 67 t
Phoenix 114 94 s 113 93 s
Pittsburgh 87 68 t 80 55 pc
Portland, ME 89 72 s 84 57 sh
Portland, OR 88 62 pc 80 60 pc
Providence 88 73 pc 82 62 t
Raleigh 89 72 t 90 67 t
Salt Lake City 99 75 s 102 77 s
St. Louis 96 77 pc 87 62 pc
San Antonio 91 75 t 93 74 t
San Diego 80 69 pc 88 75 pc
San Francisco 74 62 pc 76 59 pc
Seattle 85 60 pc 76 58 pc
Washington, DC 90 78 pc 87 69 t

Amsterdam 73 59 pc 76 57 pc
Baghdad 117 86 s 117 87 s
Beijing 98 72 c 89 70 c
Berlin 85 60 pc 78 55 pc
Buenos Aires 54 46 c 56 49 r
Cairo 101 77 s 100 77 s
Calgary 77 56 s 88 58 pc
Cancun 88 79 t 88 76 t
Dublin 72 52 pc 73 55 pc
Edmonton 78 53 s 84 54 s
Halifax 78 61 c 71 56 c
Kiev 78 61 pc 81 60 t
London 82 63 pc 86 63 pc
Madrid 86 62 s 91 65 s

Mexico City 73 52 t 72 53 t
Montreal 92 69 t 78 55 pc
Ottawa 94 67 t 77 53 pc
Paris 80 60 t 85 63 pc
Regina 77 59 s 90 68 s
Rio de Janeiro 83 70 s 81 69 s
Rome 82 68 s 84 67 s
St. John’s 63 46 s 69 54 pc
San Juan 88 79 pc 87 78 pc
Sydney 74 61 s 77 49 s
Tokyo 83 77 pc 81 74 r
Toronto 89 63 t 78 57 pc
Vancouver 76 59 pc 72 56 sh
Winnipeg 76 54 s 83 66 s

High  ................... 100° at Needles, CA Low  ......... 27° at West Yellowstone, MT
(For the 48 contiguous states yesterday)

86°

The temperature on July 5, 1937, 
soared to 117 degrees at Medicine 
Lake, Mont., the hottest reading ever 
for Montana.

Q: Why do you feel hotter when it is 
humid?

A: There is less evaporation of 
perspiration; therefore, less cooling

Port Charlotte

Tampa

Bradenton

Englewood

Fort Myers

Myakka City

Punta Gorda

Lehigh Acres

Hull Arcadia

Bartow

Winter Haven
Plant City

BrandonSt. Petersburg

Wauchula
Sebring

Lake Wales

Frostproof

La Belle

Felda

Lake Placid

Brighton

Venus

Longboat Key

Placida

Osprey

Limestone

Apollo Beach

Venice

Ft. Meade

Sarasota

Clearwater

Boca Grande
Cape Coral

Sanibel

Bonita Springs

Shown is today’s weather. 
Temperatures are today’s
highs and tonight’s lows.

North Port

91/75

90/73

91/73

91/74

91/73

89/73

90/72

90/72
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89/76
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90/78
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92/74
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91/74

91/74 91/74

90/73

90/73
90/73
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91/73
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89/75
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90/75

89/75
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89/72

89/77
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91/75
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MAE SAI, Thailand 
— Some smiling, some 
dozing in foil blankets, 
the 12 boys trapped in a 
cave in northern Thailand 
were captured on videos 
released Wednesday as 
navy medics tended to 
their wounds and divers 
continued to prepare them 
for a possible swim to 
safety.

The boys and their 
soccer coach were in good 
health, but officials said 
it was still too soon to 
attempt to extract them 
from more than a mile 
inside the cave.

The boys were practicing 
wearing scuba masks and 
breathing, the first step in 
what could be an extreme-
ly challenging underwater 
swim - accompanied by 
naval divers - through the 
dark, narrow and partially 
flooded passageways 
of the cave complex in 
Thailand’s Chiang Rai 
province.

None of the boys has 
experience with diving 
equipment, and only some 
are believed to know how 
to swim. But Thai media 
reported that a rope was 
being installed along 
the route to guide the 
evacuation.

“We have to be 100 
percent sure,” said the 
provincial governor, 
Narongsak Osatanakorn. 
Rescue divers might not 
evacuate all 13 at the same 
time, he said.

One diver assisting in 
the rescue effort, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the boys 
would need to carry out a 
two-hour underwater dive 
to reach the cave’s third 
chamber, where crews 

have established a com-
mand post stocked with 
food, oxygen and other 
equipment. From there it 
would be less difficult to 
make their way back out 
of the cave the way they 
entered, officials say.

The boys were trapped 
while exploring the cave 
after soccer practice on 
June 23 when rains filled 
the complex with water, 
blocking their exit. They 
were stuck for 10 days 
before rescuers found 
them Monday.

The rescue effort was 
further complicated by 
heavy monsoon rains 
forecast for this weekend.

Teams were using 
high-powered pumps to 
drain as much water as 
possible from the Tham 
Luang Nang Non cave, 
perhaps lowering the 
water levels to the point 
where the group could 
float to safety, but further 
rains would stymie that 
effort.

Authorities also said 
they had constructed a 
temporary dam to divert 
a stream that was flowing 
into the cave, raising the 
water level.

The boys were being 

looked after by a rotating 
team of Thai navy SEALs 
and medics who were 
staying with them on a 
dry outcropping above a 
partially flooded chamber 
of the six-mile-long cave.

A fiber-optic line was 
being established so the 
children could talk to 
their relatives, many of 
whom have been holding 
vigil near the mouth of the 
cave, although they had 
not spoken to them yet.

In a video shot Tuesday 
and released by the Royal 
Thai Navy on its Facebook 
page, a medic applies 
brown disinfectant to 
the wounded feet of one 
skinny boy, still wearing his 
soccer uniform.

The diver holding the 
video camera then points 
the lens at another boy, 
who holds up two fingers 
and smiles.

Trapped Thai boys practice 
with diving masks, but it’s too 

early to attempt evacuation

AP PHOTOS

Rescuer carrying water pipe makes their way up at the entrance 
to a cave complex where 12 boys and their soccer coach were 
trapped inside when heavy rains flooded the cave, in Mae Sai, 
Chiang Rai province, in northern Thailand, Wednesday.

Guatemala ups number of  
missing to 332 in volcano eruption

GUATEMALA CITY — 
Authorities in Guatemala 
have raised by more 
than 130 the number of 
people officially missing 
from last month’s deadly 
eruption of the Volcano 
of Fire.

The country’s disas-
ter agency says in a 
statement that the new 
figure is 332, up from 197 
previously.

It said Wednesday that 
the revision followed a 
review of nearly 200,000 
records and verifying 
lists of people living in 
shelters.

The Volcano of Fire is 
one of the region’s most 
active, located to the 
southwest of Guatemala 
City.

Authorities have 

confirmed at least 
113 deaths from the 
June 3 eruption, which 
sent superheated flows 

raging through small 
villages. Eighty-five of 
those bodies have been 
identified.

By SHASHANK BENGALI and 
GEORGE STYLLIS

LOS ANGELES TIMES

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Thai boy smiles as Thai 
Navy SEAL medic help injured 
children inside a cave in Mae 
Sai, northern Thailand.

AP PHOTO

Mamerto Vazquez searches for his family killed by the erup-
tion of the Volcano of Fire at his home buried in volcanic ash 
in San Miguel Los Lotes, Guatemala.

Hurricane Fabio begins to weaken in the Pacific

MEXICO CITY — 
Hurricane Fabio began 
to weaken Wednesday 
far off Mexico’s Pacific 
Coast as it moved far-
ther out to sea, posing 
no threat to land.

The U.S. National 
Hurricane Center said 

the storm had sustained 
winds of 100 mph (155 
kph). It was centered 
about 790 miles (1,275 
kilometers) west-south-
west of the southern tip 
of the Baja California 
Peninsula and was 
moving west-northwest 
at 15 mph (24 kph).

The forecasters said 

the storm was likely 
to weaken back to 
tropical storm force 
on Thursday and to 
become a remnant 
low-pressure system by 
the weekend.

At one point, forecast-
ers had thought Fabio 
might become a major 
hurricane.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BERLIN — German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
is rejecting suggestions 
that an agreement to 
set up “transit centers” 
on the border with 
Austria, from which some 
asylum-seekers would 
be returned to other 
European countries, 
marks a turnaround in 
her migration policy.

The agreement among 
Merkel’s conservative 
bloc hinges on other 
countries taking back 
migrants they’ve previ-
ously registered, as well 
on as the chancellor’s 
center-left coalition 
partners. Merkel said 
people would be kept in 
the new centers for 48 
hours at most.

Merkel refused to close 
Germany’s borders as the 

migrant influx peaked 
in 2015 but has since 
significantly toughened 
her stance. She backed a 
wider but later-aborted 
proposal for border 
facilities over two years 
ago.

Asked by ARD televi-
sion Wednesday whether 
she has now become a 
“sealing-off chancellor,” 
Merkel replied: “No. A 
clear no.”

Germany’s Merkel says  
migration deal is no about-turn

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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ALMANAC
Today is Thursday, July 5, 

the 186th day of 2018. There are 
179 days left in the year.

Today in history

On July 5, 1947, Larry 
Doby made his debut with the 
Cleveland Indians, becoming the 
first black player in the American 
League three months after 
Jackie Robinson broke the color 
barrier in the National League. 
In the game against the Chicago 
White Sox at Comiskey Park, 
Doby, pinch-hitting for Bryan 
Stephens, struck out in his first 
at-bat during the seventh inning; 
Chicago won 6-5.

On this date

In 1687, Isaac Newton 
first published his Principia 
Mathematica, a three-volume 
work setting out his mathe-
matical principles of natural 
philosophy.

In 1811, Venezuela became 
the first South American country 
to declare independence from 
Spain.

In 1865, the Secret Service 
Division of the U.S. Treasury 
Department was founded in 
Washington, D.C. with the mis-
sion of suppressing counterfeit 
currency.

In 1946, the bikini, created 
by Louis Reard, was modeled by 
Micheline Bernardini during a 
poolside fashion show in Paris.

In 1954, Elvis Presley’s first 
commercial recording session 
took place at Sun Records in 
Memphis, Tennessee; the song he 
recorded was “That’s All Right.”

In 2011, a jury in Orlando, 
Florida, found Casey Anthony, 25, 
not guilty of murder, manslaugh-
ter and child abuse in the 2008 
disappearance and death of her 
2-year-old daughter, Caylee.

Ten years ago: Venus 
Williams won her fifth 
Wimbledon singles title, beating 
younger sister Serena 7-5, 6-4 in 
the final. Gas station owner Kent 
Couch flew a lawn chair rigged 
with helium-filled balloons more 
than 200 miles across the Oregon 
desert, landing in a field in 
Cambridge, Idaho.

Five years ago: Pope 
Francis cleared two of the 20th 
Century’s most influential popes 
to become saints in the Roman 
Catholic church, approving a 
miracle needed to canonize Pope 
John Paul II and waiving Vatican 
rules to honor Pope John XXIII. 
Enraged Islamists pushed back 
against the toppling of President 
Mohammed Morsi, as tens of 
thousands of his supporters took 
to the streets vowing to win his 
reinstatement and clashed with 
their opponents in violence that 
killed some three dozen people.

One year ago: The 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 
that two laws passed by Congress 
did not end the right to a bond 
hearing for unaccompanied 
immigrant children who are 
detained by federal authorities.

Today’s birthdays

Actress Katherine Helmond 
is 89. Actress Shirley Knight 
is 82. Singer-musician Robbie 
Robertson is 75. Julie Nixon 
Eisenhower is 70. Rock star 
Huey Lewis is 68. Baseball 
Hall of Fame pitcher Rich 
“Goose” Gossage is 67. Country 
musician Charles Ventre is 66. 
Singer-songwriter Marc Cohn is 
59. Actor John Marshall Jones 
is 56. Actor Dorien Wilson is 
56. Actress Edie Falco is 55. 
Actress Jillian Armenante is 
54. Actress Kathryn Erbe is 
53. Actor Michael Stuhlbarg 
is 50. Country musician Brent 
Flynn (Flynnville Train) is 49. 
Rapper RZA is 49. Rhythm and 
blues singer Joe is 45. Rock 
musician Bengt Lagerberg 
(The Cardigans) is 45. Actor 
Dale Godboldo is 43. Rapper 
Bizarre is 42. Rapper Royce da 
5’9” is 41. Rock singer Jason 
Wade (Lifehouse) is 38. Actor 
Ryan Hansen is 37. Country 
musician Dave Haywood (Lady 
Antebellum) is 36. Rock musician 
Nick O’Malley (Arctic Monkeys) 
is 33. Actor Jason Dolley is 27.

Bible verse

“Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall.” — 1 Corinthians 
10:12.

It is true that our greatest 
enemy may be our own stub-
born pride. “Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and He 
shall lift you up.

DENVER — Large 
wildfires grew across 
the American West on 
Wednesday, keeping thou-
sands of people out of their 
homes for the July 4 holiday 
and forcing some strict bans 
on fireworks to prevent new 
fires from igniting in the 
hot, dry region.

The National Interagency 
Fire Center on Wednesday 
reported more than 60 
large, active blazes across 
the country, most in the 
drought-stricken West 
where holiday festivities 
could lead to increased fire 
danger.

One of the largest record-
ed fires in Colorado history 
kept expanding, chewing 
through 147 square miles 
near Fort Garland, about 
205 miles southwest of 
Denver.

The Spring Fire has 
destroyed more than 

100 homes, and officials 
said preventing the flames 
from spreading toward the 
small mountain town of 
Cuchara is a priority.

Nearly 1,000 firefighters 
were working to gain 
control of the fire in unpre-
dictable winds, but it was 
only slightly contained since 
sparking June 27.

Some fireworks displays 
were scheduled to go on 
in Denver and other large 
cities, but several mountain 
communities called off their 
holiday festivities to avoid 
any risk of flames.

In the southwestern 
mountain town of Silverton, 
a fireworks display was 
canceled in favor of live 
music and a parade. Aspen 
officials planned a fire-proof 
display using drone lights in 
place of fireworks.

Parts of Colorado and 
other Western states 
have been grappling with 
severe drought that’s made 
wildfires explosive so far 

this season.
Utah authorities ordered 

more residents to evacuate 
as a blaze grew to about 62 
square miles near a popular 
fishing reservoir amid high 
wind gusts, steep terrain 
and dry conditions.

It wasn’t clear how many 
more people were told to 
flee, but several hundred 
homes and cabins have 

been evacuated and the 
orders were extended to a 
20-mile area dotted with 
trees and cabins.

The fire roughly two 
hours southeast of Salt Lake 
City has destroyed about 
30 structures. Officials in 
Utah closed a portion of 
Strawberry Reservoir so 
planes could scoop water 
and drop it onto the flames, 

but people could still boat 
and fish on other parts of 
the water Wednesday.

A nearby RV campground 
tucked among cliffs and 
canyons was closed, leaving 
those hoping to visit for July 
4 to find another spot.

Darren Lewis and his 
extended family planned 
to spend the Fourth of July 
at a cabin built nearly 50 
years ago by his father and 
uncle. Instead, Lewis and 
his family will spend the 
holiday nervously waiting 
to hear if a half-century of 
family memories go up in 
smoke.

Officials believe the fire 
was human-caused, but 
they are still investigating 
how it started Sunday.

In Northern California, 
officials reported some 
progress against a wildfire 
threatening hundreds of 
buildings but cautioned that 
wind and dry conditions 
could keep fueling the 
flames.

AMESBURY, England 
(AP) — For the second time 
in four months, two people 
lie critically ill in England’s 
Salisbury District Hospital 
after being exposed to a 
military-grade nerve agent 
developed in the Soviet 
Union, British police 
confirmed late Wednesday.

The country’s chief 
counterterrorism police 
officer said tests at Britain’s 
defense laboratory had 
confirmed what many 
residents feared — a man 
and woman in their 40s 
had been poisoned with 
the same toxin that almost 
killed a former Russian spy 

and his daughter.
“We can confirm that 

the man and woman have 
been exposed to the nerve 
agent Novichok, which has 
been identified as the same 
nerve agent that contami-
nated both Yulia and Sergei 
Skripal,” said Assistant 
Commissioner Neil Basu 
of London’s Metropolitan 
Police.

Local police declared 
the case a “major incident” 
Wednesday, four days 
after the man and woman 
were found collapsed at 
a residential building in 
Amesbury, eight miles 
from Salisbury, where the 
Skripals were poisoned.

Basu said it was not clear 
whether there was a link 

between the two cases, 
and whether the nerve 
agent came from the same 
batch that left the Skripals 
fighting for their lives.

“The possibility that 
these two investigations 
might be linked is clearly 
a line of enquiry for us,” 
he said, amid speculation 
that the victims could have 
been sickened by residue 
from the poison used on 
the Skripals.

Basu said it was unclear 
whether the two were tar-
geted, but there was “noth-
ing in their background to 
suggest that at all.”

Residents of the area felt 
a grim sense of deja vu. 
Four months after their 
quiet corner of England 

was plunged into a Cold 
War-style saga of spies, 
chemical weapons and 
international tensions, they 
wondered whether it was 
happening all over again. 
Britain accuses Russia 
of attacking the Skripals; 
Russia denies it.

“With the Russian 
attack happening not long 
ago, we just assumed the 
worst,” said student Chloe 
Edwards, who said police 
and fire engines descended 
on a quiet street of newly 
built homes in Amesbury 
on Saturday evening.

Edwards said she saw 
people in green suits — like 
those worn by forensics 
officers — and her family 
was told to stay indoors for 

several hours.
Police said officers were 

initially called Saturday 
morning about a col-
lapsed woman, then were 
summoned back in the 
evening after a man fell 
ill at the same property. 
Police at first thought the 
two, identified by friends 
as 44-year-old Dawn 
Sturgess and 45-year-old 
Charlie Rowley, had taken 
a contaminated batch of 
heroin or crack.

Initially, the investigation 
was led by local police, but 
Basu said counterterrorism 
detectives were taking 
charge after the substance 
was identified as Novichok. 
He said 100 officers had 
been assigned to the case.

Wildfires keep growing in West
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Hot Shot crews from Mendocino use backfires to help contain 
the County Fire along Highway 129 near Lake Berryessa in Yolo 
County, California, on Tuesday.

Police: 2 more exposed to same nerve agent that sickened spy
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A total of $40,000 in prize money was up for grabs, 
with the first-place winners taking home $10,000 
each.

Sudo fell short of the 41 hot dogs she consumed 
last year, but easily beat out second-place finisher 
Mischelle Lesco of Tuscon, Arizona, who chowed 
down 28 wieners and buns.

Thousands of attendees, many donning mus-
tard-colored hot dog caps, braved 83-degree tem-
peratures and a heat index of 91 degrees to witness 
the annual July Fourth competition on the Coney 
Island boardwalk. The outlandish tradition dates to 
1972, though the company has long promoted what a 
former president acknowledged was a legendary start 
date of 1916.

Fan Martha Pleasant, 41, of Franklin, New Jersey, 
said she was attending the competitive eating 
competition to support her husband Dwight, who 
“loves wieners.”

HOT DOGS
FROM PAGE 1

Master of Ceremony George Shea, top center, announces that reigning champion Joey Chestnut, 
bottom center, is winning the men’s competition of the Nathan’s Famous Fourth of July hot dog 
eating contest in the final seconds of the competition, Wednesday.

counterprogramming this year 
from the White House, which 
is hosting its own concert 
and view of the National Park 
Service’s fireworks show.

PBS’ “A Capitol Fourth” has 
the bigger stars, including The 
Beach Boys, Jimmy Buffett, 
Pentatonix, Chita Rivera, Luke 
Combs and The Temptations. It 
will be hosted by John Stamos.

The entertainers on the 
90-minute White House event 
airing on the Hallmark Channel 
include singer-songwriter Sara 
Evans, pianist Lola Astanova 
and two former “American Idol” 
finalists. Both shows will include 
the fireworks display from the 
National Park Service.

First lady Melania Trump said 
the White House show would 
allow Americans to “tune in 
from their homes and be part of 
the festivities.” PBS declined to 
comment.

LIGHTING UP THE NIGHT SKIES

In New York, the Macy’s 
fireworks show over the East 
River promises 25 minutes of 
sparkle and ahhhh plus the 
West Point Band and entertain-
ers including Kelly Clarkson, 
Ricky Martin and Keith Urban 
on NBC’s broadcast.

But some places in the 

American West have canceled 
their planned July Fourth fire-
works because of high wildfire 
danger, and others are doing 
drone light displays instead of 
pyrotechnics.

In Colorado, the wildfire 
danger forced some commu-
nities to cancel their fireworks. 
However, other shows will 
still go as planned in Denver, 
Colorado Springs and Fort 
Collins.

The small mountain town 
of Silverton, in southwest-
ern Colorado, called off the 
fireworks part of its annual 
Independence Day party, but 
the rest of Wednesday’s cele-
bration is still on, including 
live music a water fight with 
firefighters. Aspen will have a 
fire-proof drone light display 
above town.

NEW AMERICANS

This was the first Fourth of July 
that many people were able to 
call themselves U.S. citizens after 
participating in naturalization 
ceremonies across the country.

In New Hampshire, more than 
100 people from 48 countries 
became U.S. citizens during a 
ceremony at the Strawbery Banke 
museum in Portsmouth as part of 
the museum’s annual American 
Celebration. A ceremony also was 
held aboard the USS New Jersey, 
where dozens of people from 
countries including Vietnam and 
Bangladesh were sworn in.

The new citizens pledged 
allegiance to a country where 
some people lament that the 
ability to debate respectfully the 
toughest issues of the day seems 
hopelessly lost. Several people 
were arrested Wednesday after 
hanging a banner from the Statue 
of Liberty’s pedestal that called 
for abolishing U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement.

LGBTQ PARADE

Utah LGBTQ groups marched 
for the first time in a prominent 
July Fourth festival in the conser-
vative city of Provo after years of 
organizers blocking them from 
participating.

The groups were met by 

cheers and rainbow flags as they 
marched Wednesday morning in 
the America’s Freedom Festival 
parade.

Participants included a center 
for LGBTQ youth and an organi-
zation that works to bridge divides 
between the LGBTQ community 
and the Mormon church.

The groups’ parade application 
was initially denied this year by 
festival organizers who said par-
ticipants cannot focus on political 
or social issues but should instead 
focus on patriotism.

County officials threatened to 
pull $100,000 in taxpayer money 
from the privately organized event 
until festival organizers struck 
a deal allowing the groups to 
participate.

JULY 4TH
FROM PAGE 1
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Olivier Duverneau holds an American flag after becoming a citizen during a natu-
ralization ceremony aboard the USS New Jersey, Wednesday, in Camden, N.J. 

AP PHOTO
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RICHMOND, Va. — It 
can start with a couple of 
traffic tickets.

Unable to pay the 
tickets right away, a driver 
becomes saddled with 
late fees, fines and court 
costs. Soon, the driver 
may be taken off the road 
indefinitely.

More than 40 states 
allow the suspension 
of driver’s licenses for 
people with unpaid 
criminal or traffic court 
debt. But now, advocates 
across the country are 
pushing to change that, 
arguing that such laws 
are unconstitutional 

because they unfairly 
punish poor people and 
violate due process by not 
giving drivers notice or an 
opportunity to show they 
cannot afford to pay the 
fees.

Lawsuits have been filed 
in at least five states over 
the past two years.

“It’s not that I don’t want 
to take care of what I owe. 
I really wish I could,” said 
Brianna Morgan, a single 
mother from Petersburg, 
Virginia, who hasn’t had a 
license in three years be-
cause she owes more than 
$400 in traffic fines and 
court costs from traffic 
violations and a disorderly 
conduct citation.

“I really don’t have 

a way to pay it,” said 
Morgan, who supports 
herself and her three 
children on a monthly 
disability check.

Advocates had a victory 
this week in Tennessee, 
where a federal judge 
ruled that a law that 
allows the state to revoke 
the licenses of low-in-
come people with unpaid 
court debt from past 
criminal convictions is 
unconstitutional.

U.S. District Judge 
Aleta Trauger called 
the law “powerfully 
counterproductive” and 
ordered Tennessee to stop 
revoking licenses and to 
reinstate the licenses of 
people who had theirs 

revoked due solely to 
nonpayment of court fees.

“If a person has no 
resources to pay a debt, 
he cannot be threatened 
or cajoled into paying it; 
he may, however, become 
able to pay it in the future. 
But taking his driver’s li-
cense away sabotages that 
prospect,” Trauger wrote 
in her ruling Monday.

In Virginia, nearly a 
million people currently 
have suspended driver’s 
licenses at least in part 
because of unpaid court 
debt, according to the 
Legal Aid Justice Center, 
a nonprofit that is chal-
lenging the practice in a 
federal lawsuit. A judge 
dismissed the case on 

jurisdictional grounds, 
but in a ruling in May, 
the 4th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals gave the case 
new life, sending it back 
to the lower court to allow 
the plaintiffs to revise the 
lawsuit.

Millions of drivers 
nationwide have lost 
licenses because of such 
laws. In a study released 
in September, the justice 
center estimated that 
4.2 million people then 
had suspended or revoked 
licenses for unpaid court 
debt in five states alone: 
Virginia, Tennessee, 
Michigan, North Carolina 
and Texas.

Lawsuits are pending in 
North Carolina, Montana 

and Michigan, in addition 
to Virginia and Tennessee. 
In California, legislation 
enacted last year prohibits 
state courts from sus-
pending driver’s licenses 
simply because of unpaid 
traffic fines.

But supporters of the 
laws say people who 
violate traffic laws must 
be held accountable.

Virginia Republican 
state Sen. Bill Carrico 
said the threat of losing 
a license can provide 
incentive to pay fines.

“If we don’t suspend 
driver’s licenses, then 
people will say, ‘I’m not 
going to pay the fine,’” 
Carrico said. “That’s a 
slippery slope.”

Drivers challenge license suspensions for unpaid court debt

Renewable energy push in sunny Arizona draws political fight

 NEWS FROM AROUND THE NATION NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE

2 dead after tree branch 
falls on crowd at 
fireworks show

Florida man dies while 
Kayaking in Utah river

Rest of whiskey storage 
warehouse collapses  

in Kentucky

Rand Paul says he still 
has trouble breathing 

since attack
ROCK ISLAND, Ill. (AP) — 

Authorities say two people have 
died after a tree branch fell on 
spectators during a fireworks 
display in western Illinois.

The Rock Island County Sheriff’s 
Office says the branch fell from a 
large oak tree outside the county 
courthouse in Rock Island around 
9:40 p.m. Tuesday.

Dozens were sitting near the 
tree watching the fireworks when 
the branch fell about 25 feet and 
crushed some of the spectators. 
Some of those who weren’t hurt 
tried to lift the branch to free the 
people trapped beneath.

Five other people were injured.

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Authorities say a 50-year-old 
Florida man died in Utah’s Provo 
River after getting caught in the 
current under a railroad bridge.

KUTV-TV reports the man was 
kayaking with family Tuesday 
afternoon on the river northeast 
of the city of Provo.

Wasatch County Chief Deputy 
Jared Rigby says the man was 
wearing a lifejacket, but the wa-
ter’s strength trapped him under a 
truss of the bridge.

Rescue teams from North Fork 
Fire and Wasatch County were in 
the water for about an hour before 
they were able recover the body. 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — The rest 
of a whiskey storage warehouse 
has collapsed in Kentucky, nearly 
two weeks after part of the struc-
ture came crashing down.

Nelson County Emergency 
Management spokesman Milt 
Spalding said the remainder 
of the massive structure col-
lapsed Wednesday afternoon 
at the Barton 1792 Distillery in 
Bardstown. He said no injuries 
were reported in either collapse.

Spalding said the scene looks 
like “a mountain of bourbon 
barrels.”

He said state and federal 
officials are on the scene to 
determine if any whiskey spilled 

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. (AP) — 
U.S. Sen. Rand Paul says he still 
has trouble breathing since he was 
tackled in his yard eight months ago 
by a neighbor. His attacker was given 
a 30-day sentence, a punishment the 
Republican lawmaker thinks should 
have been harsher.

Paul told his hometown newspa-
per, the Bowling Green Daily News, 
that too often people “seem to think 
violence is the answer,” and one way 
to stop the trend is with punish-
ments that fit the crimes.

His neighbor, Rene Boucher, 
pleaded guilty to assaulting a mem-
ber of Congress and was sentenced 
last month.

Federal prosecutors who sought 
a 21-month prison sentence are 
appealing the 30-day sentence.

Paul has filed a civil lawsuit against 
Boucher asking for medical costs and 
attorney fees relating to the incident.

PHOENIX (AP) — 
Arizona’s largest utility is 
fiercely opposing a push 
to mandate increased use 
of renewable energy in the 
sun-drenched state, setting 
up a political fight over 
a measure funded by a 
California billionaire.

Clean Energy for a 
Healthy Arizona aims to 
ask voters whether they 
want the state Constitution 
to require half of Arizona’s 
electricity come from re-
newable sources like wind 
and solar by 2030. The 
group plans to file more 
than 225,000 signatures 
Thursday get the question 
on the November ballot.

Billionaire philanthropist 
Tom Steyer is financing 
the initiative through his 

NextGen Climate Action 
group, which supported 
similar efforts in Nevada 
and Michigan. But only the 
Arizona measure spawned 
a political battle, with the 
Republican-controlled 
Legislature passing a rule 
to help insulate utilities 
and the parent company of 
the state’s largest electric-
ity provider bankrolling 
opposition messaging.

Steyer, known for 
climate advocacy as well 
as his push to impeach 
President Donald Trump, 
says he’s backing the 
proposal because of the 
benefits it will bring to 
Arizona.

“It actually will lead to 
lower costs and save a lot 
of money for consumers,” 

Steyer said. “It leads to 
clean air and a lot better 
health outcomes for 
Arizonans, and it should 
create literally tens of 
thousands of jobs in the 
state of Arizona. So it’s 
hard to understand why 
these people are fighting 
it.”

Supporters of the 
initiative say Arizona hasn’t 
taken advantage of its 
role as the sunniest state 
in the nation to develop 
more solar energy, saying it 
derives just 6 percent of its 
energy from solar.

Arizona Public Service 
Co. says the proposed 
constitutional amendment 
will cause customers’ 
utility rates to skyrocket 
and harm reliability.

Its parent company, 
Pinnacle West Capital 
Corp., funneled $1.18 mil-
lion to Arizonans for 
Affordable Energy to 
oppose the initiative in the 
first three months of the 
year. Multiple chambers of 
commerce, Tucson Electric 
Power and Chicanos Por 
La Causa also oppose it.

“Everyone supports 
renewable energy,” said 
Matthew Benson, spokes-
man for the utility-funded 
opposition initiative. “The 
question is whether we are 
going to have an Arizona 
plan that is created and 
implemented by Arizona 
leaders and officials, or 
whether we’re going to 
have a plan crammed 
down our throats by a 

political activist from 
California.”

Campaign finance re-
cords show Steyer’s group 
gave $750,000 in cash 
and more than $200,000 
in goods and services to 
the renewable energy 
campaign.

Opponents have used 
the #StopSteyer hashtag in 
the run-up to Thursday’s 
deadline for petition 
signatures. Legislative 
Republicans also cast him 
as an “out-of-state billion-
aire” when they passed a 
law that limits the cost of 
not complying with renew-
able energy mandates.

Steyer disagrees that 
he’s dictating policy. 
The National Resources 
Defense Council, Mi 

Familia Vota, and various 
in-state health and climate 
groups have endorsed the 
initiative as a way to bring 
more renewable energy to 
Arizona.

“When concentrated 
corporate interests put 
themselves and their 
bottom line ahead of the 
people, I don’t like that,” 
Steyer said. “And that’s 
what I suspect is happen-
ing here. And I think the 
people of Arizona should 
be asked what they think, 
and that’s what we’re trying 
to enable.”

Arizona is one of three 
states where the billion-
aire’s NextGen Climate 
Action group pushed ballot 
initiatives for higher re-
newable energy standards. 

By DENISE LAVOIE
AP LEGAL AFFAIRS WRITER

SunPass starts 
getting back  
up to speed

(News Service of Florida) 
— SunPass toll transactions 
are starting to be processed, 
22 days after a $287 million 
upgrade to the system was 
expected to be completed. 
The Florida Department of 
Transportation on Tuesday 
thanked customers for their 
patience as the SunPass 
Centralized Customer 
Service System gradually 

300 tortoises, 
hatchlings, fish 

killed in barn fire
SOUTHWEST 

RANCHES, Fla. (AP) — The 
owner of a South Florida 
ranch says some 300 exotic 
animals have died in a fire.

Blake Kaldrimoglu tells 
WSVN that some 200 turtle 
hatchlings died in the 
Tuesday afternoon blaze 
that also killed fish and 
rare tortoises.

Blake’s Exotic Animal 
Ranch is in Southwest 
Ranches, which is west 
of Fort Lauderdale in 
Broward County.

Fire crews from 
Southwest Ranches and 
nearby Davie put out the 
fire.

Investigators said 
lightning may have struck 
the barn. They said the 
barn was completely made 
of wood.

The television station 
reports Kaldrimoglu runs 
a YouTube channel where 
he documented life at the 
barn.
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This aerial image provided by WSVN shows firefighters battling 
flames at Blake’s Exotic Animal Ranch is in Southwest Ranches, 
Fla., on Tuesday. The owner of the ranch says some 300 exotic 
animals have died from the fire. Blake Kaldrimoglu tells WSVN 
that some 200 turtle hatchlings died in the blaze that also killed 
fish and rare tortoises. Fire crews from Southwest Ranches and 
nearby Davie put out the fire.  

posts tens of millions of 
transactions in the order 
they were made since the 
upgrades began on June 6. 
“Late fees and penalties will 
not be imposed until the 
system is operating fully 
and providing the benefits 
and ease of access that 
SunPass customers deserve 
and expect,” Department of 
Transportation spokesman 
Ed Seifert said in a prepared 
statement. The work to 
consolidate electronic toll-
ing authorities into a single 
billing system was expected 
to be completed on June 11. 
The state had warned the 
6.5 million SunPass custom-
ers to ensure their pre-paid 
transponders had enough 
money on hand to cover 
collection once the upgrade 
was completed. But the 
conversion took longer than 
anticipated, with one state 
official last week pointing 
to “unexpected challenges.” 
The state agency said 
Tuesday that 4 million 
transactions had been pro-
cessed. The system handles 
4 million transactions a 
day, according to the state. 
Siefert reiterated Tuesday 
that the state intends to 
hold the vendor, Conduent, 
accountable for the delays. 
No penalties have been 
announced. As part of the 
conversion, SunPass Plus 
parking has been expanded 
from Orlando International 
Airport to include Miami 
International Airport, Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport, Palm 
Beach International Airport 
and Tampa International 
Airport.

into a nearby waterway.
Louisiana-based spirits compa-

ny Sazerac, the distiller’s owner, 
did not immediately respond to an 
email seeking comment.

After the initial collapse last 
month, the company said the 
damaged warehouse held about 
18,000 barrels. It had said up 
to half the barrels inside were 
affected by the first collapse.

3 officers injured, 
gunman fatally shot in 

Illinois standoff
SOUTH ELGIN, Ill. (AP) — Police 

fatally shot a suburban Chicago man 
early Wednesday after he opened fire 
on officers, wounding three, during 
an overnight standoff.

South Elgin Police Sgt. Mike Doty 
says 52-year-old Frank Dripps imme-
diately fired a shotgun at officers 
as they responded to a call of shots 
fired at the condominium building 
about 40 miles northwest of Chicago 
late Tuesday. Doty says three officers 
were hit by gunfire and described 
their injuries as not life threatening. 
He said officers didn’t return fire.

About a dozen area police de-
partments and two SWAT teams 
responded to the scene and set up a 
perimeter around the building, while 
nearby residents were evacuated 
from their homes, Doty said.

He said Dripps barricaded himself 
inside a stairwell and was yelling vul-
garities at police, saying “he would 
shoot officers if they came at him.”

Dripps had a rifle with a scope in 
addition to the shotgun, and raised 
the weapons to his shoulder “off and 
on” during the four-hour standoff. 
He fired again around 2:30 a.m. and 
was shot by an officer, Doty said. He 
was pronounced dead at the scene.

Dripps and his wife began renting 
the condo in the building a few 
months ago, the son of the condo’s 
owner said. Matthew Horne told The 
(Elgin) Courier that Dripps asked 
residents of the building to take care 
of his wife before the standoff began.
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Whiskey barrels are piled in a heap 
Wednesday, after the rest of the Barton 
1792 Distillery, a whiskey storage 
warehouse, collapsed in Bardstown, 
Kentucky.

Bank restores stolen 
funds to oldest living 

WWII veteran
DALLAS (Dallas Morning News)  

— Bank of America has restored 
funds stolen from 112-year-old 
veteran Richard Overton’s account, 
his family said.

Overton, a World War II veteran 
who lives in Austin, learned his bank 
account had been drained Friday, his 
third cousin Volma Overton said.

Volma Overton said the family was 
shocked when the bank called and 
asked them to come in and sign for 
the restored funds.

A Bank of America spokeswoman 
confirmed Wednesday that the bank 
was investigating the issue and had 
credited Overton’s account. Austin 
police were also investigating, along 
with federal authorities.

Money wasn’t the only thing stolen 
from Richard Overton, his cousin 
said. His identity was taken, too.

“Someone set up a bogus account, 
got his Social Security number and 
accessed his personal checking 
account,” Volma Overton said.

His bank account wasn’t tied to his 
GoFundMe account, which funds 
his in-home care. The campaign 
has raised more than $430,000 since 
it launched in December 2016.  
Overton requires 24-hour care and 
four caretakers.

NATIONAL NEWS
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MARMADUKE By Brad Anderson
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Challenger

Yesterday’s 
Challenger 
Answers

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am 
a 58-year-old woman with a long 
medical history of anxiety. In 2007, 
my doctor prescribed me clon-
azepam 0.5 mg to take as needed 
for anxiety attacks and OCD, from 
which I constantly suffer. I have 
been off and on this medication 
until now. From late October 2017 
to January 2018, I went off it for a 
while. Then I began having greater 
anxiety, so my doctor instructed 
me to go back on it. I have been 
taking it every day and now am 
physically dependent on it. I tried 
going "cold turkey," but it was 
awful. So I tried slowly tapering. I 
take one half-tablet in the morning 
at breakfast. My heart is constantly 
pounding, and I am having much 
difficulty getting off this med. 

My doctor then told me that 
I could stay on it for the rest of 
my life. Is this what I should do? I 
have constant anxiety, along with 
mental illness. Clonazepam does 
help me to a degree, but I have 
read that it is not a drug to consider 
staying on long term. When it 
wears off, I get a pounding heart 

and some nausea, crying spells, the 
shakes and mild memory loss. I had 
a bad experience on Prozac many 
years ago, and I am afraid to take 
antidepressants. I have an appoint-
ment coming up with the doctor 
who originally prescribed this to 
me. Will I die if I taper down and 
go into withdrawal? Should I stay 
on this med for the rest of my life? 
I do not have a psychiatrist, but 
would like to see one for my OCD 
issues. I have mainly contamination 
OCD. — G.B.

ANSWER: I don't think 
clonazepam is a good long-term 

treatment for most people with 
anxiety of the severity you are 
describing, and I don't think it is 
working well for you. 

Obsessive-compulsive disorder 
is much discussed in television and 
movies, but not always accurately. 
As its name implies, it consists of 
obsessions (recurrent, persistent 
thoughts, such as of contamina-
tion, which you mentioned) and 
compulsions (repetitive rituals or 
behaviors that HAVE to be per-
formed due to the obsessions): One 
common example is hand washing 
to prevent or relieve the thoughts 
of contamination. Many normal 
people have both obsessions and 
compulsions, but to rise to the level 
of a disorder, they must be very 
time-consuming (over an hour a 
day) or cause significant distress or 
impairment in functioning. People 
can have a high degree of insight 
into their condition (as you seem 
to) or little to no insight.

The combination of OCD and 
anxiety disorder is common, but 
nonetheless treatment requires 
familiarity with both conditions 

and expertise with medications. 
Most family doctors and internists 
lack sufficient expertise to take 
care of this condition optimally 
(this includes me). You absolutely 
should have a psychiatrist helping 
prescribe medications, and you 
may benefit from talk therapy as 
well.

Clonazepam is a good 
medication when used judiciously. 
Withdrawal symptoms can be mild 
or severe, but death would be most 
unlikely. Nonetheless, medicines 
like clonazepam are generally not 
effective in treating OCD.

READERS: The booklet on thyroid 
gland problems explains this and 
other common thyroid illnesses. 
Readers can obtain a copy by 
writing: 

Dr. Roach 
Book No. 401
628 Virginia Dr. 
Orlando, FL 32803 
Enclose a check or money order 

(no cash) for $4.75 U.S./$6 Can. 
with the recipient's printed name 
and address. Please allow four 
weeks for delivery.

DEAR ABBY: I 
have never been married. 
I've been perceived as a 
"playboy" for many years 
now. I don't mean to be, but 
when I sense the potential 
for a passionate romantic 
encounter with flowers, 
candy, champagne, pot (and 
an occasional Quaalude), 
the urge takes over. 

I was never considered 
"hot" until I turned 50 and 
decided to get in shape. 
I had a hair transplant, a 
neck lift and lost 25 pounds. 
Shouldn't I continue to 
enjoy this? I'm really loving 
it. But I worry about the 
comments about my age. I 
look about 38. — Max In 
The Midwest 

DEAR MAX: If you are 
wooing adult women with 
flowers and candy, that's 
the traditional way of going 
about it. However, if you 
are using alcohol, pot and 
Quaaludes to render them 
so dizzy they can't refuse 
your advances, it is consid-
ered rape — a prosecutable 
offense no matter how good 
you look for your age.

DEAR ABBY: My 
husband and I are pregnant, 
and we are arguing over the 
gender of the baby. I won't 
care if it's a boy or a girl, but 
he is adamant that he wants 
a boy. He has even gone so 

far as to say that he will be 
disappointed if it isn't. 

We find out the gender 
this month, and I'm not 
sure how to prepare or if we 
should even find out. Help! 
— Disappointed In Ohio

DEAR DISAP-
POINTED: Many men 
fantasize about having a 
son, a "mini-me" to teach 
sports to, just as many 
women dream of having a 
daughter and what her first 
prom will be like or helping 
her to plan her wedding. 
When most couples have 
a baby, the first thing they 
do is thank God the baby is 
born healthy. 

Little girls have been 
known to wrap their daddies 
around their little fingers 
before they are old enough 
to walk. 

The same is true for baby 
boys and their mothers. 
Please do not take your 
husband's spouting off so 
seriously; it will pass. 

Dear Readers: 
CELERY is a delicious, 
light and crisp vegetable. 
Perfectly boat-shaped to 
hold peanut butter, cream 
cheese or cottage cheese for 
a snack, it's also a staple of 
stir-fry, salads and soups, 
and makes a perfect palate 
cleanser for chicken wings, 
and, of course, a garnish for 
a bloody mary.

Related to parsley, celery 
will stay fresh in a plastic 
bag for a week in the re-
frigerator. Wash the stalk to 
remove dirt, and cut off the 
leaves and whitish root. 

A serving of celery (two 
stalks) has a mere 15 
calories, no fat and about 2 
grams of fiber. — Heloise

Dear Heloise: 
Since cellphones have to be 
unlocked, having emergency 
info stored there might not 
be of much help if some-
thing happened. 

I taped onto the back of 
my phone a note that says, 
"In an emergency or if found 
call: xxx.xxx.xxxx."  
— Jacqueline H., via email

Clonazepam not the best treatment for anxiety and OCD

Late bloomer worries he is 
being labeled a playboy

Celebrating crispy celery

Hints from Heloise

Dr. Roach

Dear Abby
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’ll be 
asked to work on a job that you don’t 
know the first thing about. Maybe you’ll 
have to bluff a little just to get things 
rolling, but don’t pretend to know every-
thing. Stay receptive. Ask questions.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If productiv-
ity is your only goal, you might miss out 
on the real pleasures of this day. The goal 
of being present without requiring any 
particular product of the moment will 
result in beautiful times.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Don’t think 
you can do it? Then you must try. No... 
do better than try. Make a mission of it. 
Taking on extraordinary challenges will 
make you brave, strong and better in all 
the ways that count.
CANCER (June 22-July 22). Tell them too 
much and they’ll recoil. But tell them a 
little less than they really want to know 
and you’ll have them leaning forward in 
their attempt to sate the appetite you’ve 
whetted.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). A situation will 
heat up, causing you to go into hyper-

observant mode. The more details you 
can notice, the better you’ll be able to 
take advantage of the opportunities here.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Worrying 
does have a benefit. It causes you to be 
aware of possibilities and choose your 
course carefully. But don’t agonize over 
heavy stuff. You’re supposed to climb the 
mountain, not carry it.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Heartache isn’t 
a problem to solve; it’s a healing process. 
Relax and accept the feelings you’ve been 
running from. When your heart is peace-
ful, you move better, feel healthier and 
have more vitality to work with.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). People decide 
one another’s value based on how much 
benefit the other person brings or could 
bring to them, which is totally subjective. 
Decide your own value, because any as-
sessment others make will be wrong.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). On days 
like today, you’re better off not calling it a 
success, a failure, or even a wash. All that 
matters is having the courage to continue, 
and you have that abundantly.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). As serious 
as you are about work, you may choose to 

socialize instead of hunker down. There’s 
much to learn from others, and you won’t 
be sorry if you put companionship over 
business, but that’s just for today.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Time and 
attention are not renewable resources. 
The moments and focus you give to 
other people matter, maybe more than 
anything else. You value what you give, 
and appreciate the value of what others 
give.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Just because 
you’re an old soul doesn’t mean you can’t 
be naive, silly and surprised by fresh life. 
Today you’ll be wise and awoken. You’ve 
seen it before and yet experience it as 
brand new.
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (July 5). You’ll love 
the swirling dance of this solar return, but 
this is more than a whirlwind of activity. 
There’s a real purpose to accomplish here. 
It used to be about getting your goal, but 
now it’s so much more. There are many 
who will work and live better when you 
get what you want. You can’t let them 
down, and you won’t. Taurus and Pisces 
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 7, 30, 
25, 8 and 39.

HOROSCOPE

BLONDIE By Dean Young and John Marshall 

BORN LOSER By Art and Chip Sansom

BABY BLUES By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

MUTTS By Patrick McDonnell

DOONSBURY By Garry Trudeau
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PEANUTS By Charles Schulz

CRANKSHAFT By Tom Batiuk & Chuck Ayers

SHOE By Gary Brookins & Susie MacNelly

ZITS By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

GARFIELD By Jim Davis

DILBERT By Scott Adams

REX MORGAN By Terry Beatty

MARY WORTH By Karen Moy and June Brigman

NON SEQUITUR By Wiley

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE By Lynn Johnston

BEETLE BAILEY By Mort Walker

HI AND LOIS By Brian and Greg Walker

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE By Chris Browne

THE WIZARD OF ID By Brant Parker and Johnny Hart

B.C. By Mastroianni & Hart

MOTHER GOOSE AND GRIMM By Mike Peters

PICKLES By Brian Crane

MALLARD FILLMORE By Bruce Tinsley
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BEIRUT — The Islamic 
State group says the son 
of its top leader Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi has been 
killed fighting Syrian 
government forces.

The announcement 
of the death of the 

al-Baghdadi’s young son 
appeared on the group’s 
social media accounts 
late Tuesday. It included 
a picture of a young 
boy carrying a rifle and 
identified him as Huthaifa 
al-Badri.

The statement, dated 
this month, said he was 
an elite fighter, known 

as an “inghimasi,” who 
was killed while fighting 
Syrian and Russian troops 
at a power station in the 
central Homs province. It 
did not specify when he 
was killed.

The Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, a war 
monitoring group, said the 
most recent IS operations 

in the area were in the first 
two weeks of June.

Al-Baghdadi has 
been reported killed or 
wounded on a number 
of occasions but is widely 
believed to still be alive. 
Little is known about 
al-Baghdadi’s family, but 
a woman and a child 
who were said to be his 

wife and daughter were 
detained in Lebanon in 
2014.

IS has been driven from 
nearly all the territory it 
once controlled in Syria 
and Iraq, though it still 
maintains a presence 
in the Syrian desert and 
remote areas along the 
Syria-Iraq border.

Islamic State says leader’s son killed in Syria

AP PHOTO

This undated image posted by 
media outlets of the Islamic 
State militant group, shows 
Huthaifa al-Badri, son of the 
leader of the Islamic State 
group Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.

Activists protest planned 
West Bank demolition

JERUSALEM — Israeli 
police scuffled with 
activists protesting the 
planned demolition of 
a Bedouin hamlet in the 
West Bank on Wednesday 
amid international 
opposition to the razing 
of the site.

Police spokesman 
Micky Rosenfeld said 11 
people were arrested in 
the “disturbance” includ-
ing several for throwing 
stones at officers in Khan 
al-Ahmar. He said three 
officers were injured, in-
cluding one evacuated to 
a hospital for treatment.

Mustafa Barghouti, a 
Palestinian legislator, 
said four protesters were 
injured.

“This is a vicious, bar-
baric attack on peaceful 
demonstrators and they 
are trying to demolish 
Khan Al-Ahmar,” he said.

Israel says the struc-
tures that make up the 

Khan al-Ahmar encamp-
ment of corrugated 
shacks and tents were 
illegally built and pose 
a threat to residents 
because of their proximity 
to a highway.

Police could be seen 
dragging a handcuffed 
woman and pushing a 
Bedouin man. A con-
struction vehicle flattened 
earth near the site.

The Bedouin village 
outside the Kfar Adumim 

settlement, is set to be 
demolished at an un-
known date after Israel’s 
Supreme Court approved 
the move in May.

Israel agreed to resettle 
the residents in an area 
some 7 miles away.

Israel captured the 
territory in the 1967 
Mideast war.

Critics say it is nearly 
impossible to get a build-
ing permit from Israel 
and that the village’s 

demolition and the 
removal of its 180 or so 
residents is a ploy to clear 
the way for new Israeli 
settlements.

The village is located 
in the 60 percent of the 
West Bank known as Area 
C, which remains under 
exclusive Israeli control 
and is home to dozens of 
Israeli settlements. Israel 
places severe restrictions 
on Palestinian develop-
ment there and home 

demolitions are not 
unusual.

As part of interim 
peace deals in the 1990s, 
the West Bank was carved 
up into autonomous 
and semi-autonomous 
Palestinian areas, known 
as Areas A and B, and 
Area C, which is home 
to some 400,000 Israeli 
settlers.

The Palestinians say 
that Area C, home to an 
estimated 150,000 to 

200,000 Palestinians, is 
crucial to the economic 
development of their 
future state.

The U.N.’s main 
human rights body on 
Tuesday called on Israel 
to abandon the demoli-
tion plans.

The French Foreign 
Ministry condemned the 
looming demolition say-
ing it undermines “the 
viability of a two state 
solution” to the conflict.

By SARAH EL DEEB
ASSOCIATED PRESS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

TIRANA, Albania — 
Hundreds of Roman 
and Greek artifacts and 
ancient shipwrecks 
sitting under Albania’s 
barely explored coast-
line are in danger of 
falling prey to looters 
or treasure hunters if 
not properly protected, 
researchers and archae-
ologists warn.

James Goold, chair-
man of the Florida-
based RPM Nautical 
Foundation, said the 
objects — dating from 
the 8th century B.C. 
through to World War II 
— would be a great 
tourist attraction if 
properly displayed in a 
museum.

Goold’s RPM has 
mapped out the Ionian 
seabed from the Greek 
border all along to the 
Vlora Bay, finding at 
least 22 shipwrecks 
from the ancient times 
to World War II and 
hundreds of ancient 
amphorae. Those long, 
narrow terracotta ves-
sels carried olive oil and 
wine along trade routes 

between North Africa 
and the Roman Empire, 
where Albania, then 
Illyria, was a crossroad.

“The time has come 
to build a museum for 
Albanian and foreign 
tourists,” said Albanian 

archaeologist Neritan 
Ceka.

Some amphorae 
may have already been 
looted — they are not 
infrequently seen deco-
rating restaurants along 
the Albanian coastline.

Albania is trying to 
protect and capitalize 
on its rich underwater 
heritage, long ne-
glected by its former 
communist regime, 
but preservation still 
receives scarce funding 
from the government in 
one of Europe’s poorest 
nations.

The arrival of RPM’s 
Hercules research vessel 
11 years ago was “a real 
revolution,” Ceka said, 
praising its professional 
divers, high-tech sonar 
and remotely operated 
underwater vehicle.

RPM and a joint 
Albanian-Italian ex-
pedition are the only 
scientific underwater 
efforts in Albania so far, 
both with the govern-
ment’s approval.

Now RPM believes 

it’s time for the not-
for-profit Institute of 
Nautical Archaeology 
research organization, 
which is based in Texas, 
U.S., to explore the pos-
sibilities of excavating 
shipwrecks, a finan-
cially expensive and 
scientifically delicate 
process.

“There’s a special 
environment in Albania, 
because the coast has 
been so protected for so 
many years,” said INA’s 
David Ruff, a former 
commander of a nucle-
ar-powered submarine.

Ruff said “one of the 
real gems of Albania is 
the Butrint site” — a 
UNESCO-protected an-
cient Greek and Roman 
site in southernmost 
Albania close to the 
Greek border.

He said INA’s Virazon 
II research vessel will 
stay for a month in 
Albanian waters “to 
understand the coast 
of Albania and if we 
can run a large-scale 
excavation here.”

Archaeologists urge Albania to 
protect underwater heritage

By LLAZAR SEMINI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AP PHOTOS

Palestinians surround a bulldozer in Khan al-Ahmar. Critics say it is nearly impossible to 
get building permits, and that the residents are being removed to clear the way for Jewish 
settlements.

Israel says the structures were illegally built and pose a threat 
to residents because of their proximity to a highway. 

AP FILE PHOTOS

Marine life grows on ancient North African amphorae at the site of a 4th century A.D. shipwreck 
off the coast of Albania. On the seabed off the rugged shores of Albania, one of the world’s least 
explored underwater coastlines, lies a wealth of treasures, and researchers are urging Albanian 
authorities to build a museum to display the artefacts.

Maritime ecologist Derek Smith of the RPM Nautical Founda-
tion, back left, takes measurements on sedimentation at the 
site of a 4th century A.D. shipwreck off the coast of Albania.

ISLAMABAD — A 
top diplomat from 
President Donald 
Trump’s administration 
met with the Pakistani 
army chief to discuss 
how to ensure peace in 
Afghanistan following 
a recent cease-fire 
between the Taliban 
and Kabul, officials said 
Wednesday.

Alice Wells, U.S. 
deputy assistant 
secretary of state, met 
with Pakistani army 
chief Gen. Qamar Javed 
Bajwa.

Pakistan is believed 
to have played a role in 
ensuring the first truce 
in Afghanistan’s brutal 
17-year war when 
Kabul and insurgents 
separately but peace-
fully celebrated the 
Muslim holiday of Eid 
al-Fitr that follows 
the holy month of 
Ramadan. However, 
violence later resumed.

Wells’ visit, which 
took place Tuesday, 
came after Afghanistan 
stepped up efforts 
at finding a peaceful 
settlement, weeks 
after a U.S. drone 
missile killed Pakistani 
Taliban leader 
Mullah Fazlullah in 
Afghanistan

Bajwa recently 

visited Kabul, where he 
met with the Afghan 
president Ashraf Ghani 
and his counterpart 
to assure them of 
Islamabad’s full sup-
port in reviving peace 
process between Kabul 
and the Taliban.

Kabul’s envoy 
to Islamabad, 
Ambassador Omar 
Zakhilwal, also met 
with Bajwa at his 
office in the garrison 
city of Rawalpindi 
and discussed the 
security situation in 
Afghanistan and other 
“matters of mutual 
interest,” according to 
a military statement 
Wednesday.

Relations be-
tween Pakistan and 
Afghanistan have 
witnessed ups and 
downs in recent years, 
with both sides accus-
ing each other of not 
taking action against 
Islamic militants linked 
to violence in Pakistan 
and Afghanistan.

But frequent meet-
ings in recent weeks 
between high officials 
on both sides indicate 
significant improve-
ment in relations 
between the two 
neighbors that are key 
allies of the United 
States in the war on 
terror.

US diplomat visits 
Pakistan to discuss 

peace in Afghanistan
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AP PHOTO

U.S. deputy assistant secretary of state,  Alice Wells, meets with 
Pakistani army chief Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa to discuss how 
to ensure peace in Afghanistan following a recent cease-fire 
between the Taliban and Kabul, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan.

WORLD NEWS
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By MARC TOPKIN
Tampa Bay Times

MIAMI – The inspiring force, 
and somewhat of the secret 
weapon, in the Rays’ wild, 
weird and wacky 9-6, 16-inning 
win over the Marlins was a 
30-year-stocky journeyman 
lefthander who ended the night 
limping off the field and headed 
to the DL.

It wasn’t just that Vidal 
Nuno pitched the 14th and 15th 
innings, and it wasn’t just that he 
rapped two hits, trying to stretch 
one into a double and knocking 
in a run during the Rays’ five-run 

16th with the other, but the all-
out vigor and verve with which 
he played.

“It was fun,’’ Nuno said. “It 
was exciting. That was a long 
game. It was my turn to pitch, 
and come up to bat, too. Pretty 
much did my job.’’

Actually, he did much more 
than that.

Just ask Jake Bauers, the 
22-year-old rookie first base 
whose two-out double in the 
16th broke the hours-long 2-2 
tie.

“I was lucky to swing; my last 
two at-bats I was just mentally 
exhausted,’’  Bauers said. “I have 

to thank Nuno. Watching him 
give it everything that he had 
kind of kicked me in the ass a 
little bit. Kind of made me say all 
right, this guy is out there selling 
out, let’s end this game for him.’’

The Rays had seen Nuno pitch 
effectively before, his contribu-
tions a pleasant surprise since his 
late May promotion from Triple-
A, so the two zeroes, even after 
allowing a leadoff double in the 
15th, were somewhat expected.

But they’ve never seen any-
thing like what he did with the 
bat in his hands.

MLB: Rays 

Breaking through

By GREG AUMAN
Tampa Bay Times

Jason Pierre-Paul, 
preparing for his first 
season with the Bucs, had 
a graphic reminder for 
his fans on Tuesday night 
of how important it is to 
be careful with fireworks 
while celebrating the 4th 
of July tonight.

The Pro Bowl defensive 
end from USF posted a 
photo to Instagram show-
ing the significant damage 
his right hand (you can 
see it here, though we 
warn that it is graphic) 
sustained when fireworks 
went off in his hand on 
July 4 three years ago.

“It’s been 3 yrs since my 
accident and I can truly 
say I’m very blessed and 
fortunate to be where I 
am in life,” Pierre-Paul 
wrote. “Looking at these 
pictures seems unreal and 
crazy. How your life can 
change in the blink of an 
eye.”

Pierre-Paul has been 
able to return to playing 
at a high level despite the 
injury to his hand — he 
detailed the accident to 
Sports Illustrated in 2016. 
After missing much of the 
2015 season recovering 
from his injury, he had 
seven sacks in 2016;

NFL: Bucs

Pierre-Paul: ‘Be safe’ in celebrating 4th of July

By MARC TOPKIN
Tampa Bay Times

MIAMI — Adeiny 
Hechavarria truly 
doesn’t know where he 
could be playing tomor-
row. Or any day going 
forward.

In bringing up Willy 
Adames a couple weeks 
ago to transition from the 
shortstop of the future 
to the present, the Rays 
made clear Hechavarria’s 
time was in the past.

But it’s not that simple, 
as few things with the 
Rays are, as they also 
seem determined to only 
ship Hechavarria out if 
they can get something 
of value in return, and 
not eat the close to $3 
million remaining on his 
deal.

So for now, Hechavar-
ria splits time at short 
with Adames, showcas-
ing his extraordinary 
defensive skills that 
the other 29 teams are 
already well aware of, 
and wondering what 
will be next.

“It’s different,’’ 
Hechavarria said.

“Sometimes I’m 
thinking a lot (about 
it),’’ he said. “I’m 
feeling a little sad 
sometimes. It’s like 
that. Maybe tomorrow 
I’m playing for another 
team. You never 
know.’’

The Rays’ urgency 
to trade Hechavarria 
is likely to increase, 
and their demands to 
decrease, in the next 
few weeks leading up 
to the July 31 deadline 
for non-waiver deals. 
He is a free agent after 
the season, so getting 
something, even salary 
relief, would seem to 
make more sense than 
nothing if he walks 
away. Plus there could 
be clarity once Balti-
more moves Manny 
Machado, as teams 
looking for shortstop 
help can be more real-
istic about their other 
options.

MLB: Rays

Hechavarria waits, 
wonders about 
status with Rays

MONICA HERNDON | TIMES

New Bucs defensive end Jason Pierre-Paul, shown practicing this 
summer, reminded fans Tuesday to be careful when celebrating 
the 4th of July with fireworks.

AP PHOTO

The Rays ended up with a lot to celebrate in 16-inning win over Marlins.

MIAMI HERALD

Adeiny Hechavarria hits an RBI double during the first inning 
against his former team, the Marlins, on Tuesday night.

AP FILE PHOTO

Clemson co-offensive coordinators Tony Elliott, left, and 
Jeff Scott speak to the media at a news conference in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

OXON HILL, Md. — 
Camera lighting made 
beads of sweat emerge 
from Tony Elliott’s 
forehead as he fielded 
questions ranging from 
football philosophy to 
something he could share 
about his private life.

The Clemson co-
offensive coordinator 
paused, smiled and 
couldn’t hide his joy 
about riding an all-ter-
rain vehicle through the 
woods. The walls broke 

down as Elliott made a 
human connection with 
mock interviewer Jon 
Oliver in the best possible 
preparation he can get for 
a head coaching job.

Despite helping the 
Tigers win a national 
title, Elliott has never 
interviewed for a head 
coaching job.

“Two phone calls,” 
Elliott said.

College football as a 
public entity can’t insti-
tute a Rooney Rule like 
the NFL, which com-
pels teams to interview 
minority candidates for 

head coaching jobs. So 
instead of focusing all its 
efforts on the schools, 
the NCAA is putting 
some of its rising coach-
ing candidates through 
its Champion Forum to 
better prepare them for 
the interview process.

It is an effort to 
increase the diversity in 
the Power Five confer-
ences and across the 
country.

“You can’t shame 
people into hiring 
people,” said Oliver, 
a former University 
of Virginia athletics 

administrator who now 
works with the Champion 
Forum. “You can’t tell 
(schools) what they need 
to be doing. But what we 
can do is make sure (the 
candidates) are ready.”

Minorities make up 
only 19 percent of Divi-
sion I head football 
coaches and less across 
the Power Five confer-
ences: the ACC, SEC, Big 
Ten, Big 12 and Pac 12. 
In contrast, 61 percent 
of Division I players are 
minorities.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL: Head Coaching

NCAA preparing minority candidates

SEE NCAA,  3

By HOWARD FENDRICH
Associated Press

LONDON — Caroline 
Wozniacki complained 
about the flying insects 
at Wimbledon, demand-
ing that bug spray be 
brought to the court.

She wondered aloud 
whether play should be 
halted because of a brief 
drizzle.

And the No. 2-seeded 
Wozniacki was not 
exactly gracious in 
defeat after staving off 

five match points, but 
not the sixth, in what 
became a 6-4, 1-6, 7-5 
loss to 35th-ranked 
Ekaterina Makarova of 
Russia in the second 
round at the All England 
Club on Wednesday.

The reigning Austra-
lian Open champion’s 
latest lackluster show-
ing at Wimbledon made 
her the fifth top-eight 
seeded woman to exit 
by the end of Day 3.

TENNIS: Wimbledon

Bugs, ‘lucky’ foe send 
No. 2 seed Wozniacki 
out of Wimbledon

SEE TENNIS,  3SEE BUCS,  3

SEE HECHAVARRIA,  3

The secret to Rays’ 16-inning success vs. Marlins

SEE RAYS,  3



By STEVEN WINE
Associated Press

MIAMI — Needing a 
good night’s sleep, Jose 
Urena left the ballpark 
shortly after midnight 
Wednesday before the 
end of the Miami Mar-
lins’ 16-inning loss to 
Tampa Bay, monitoring 
the game on his phone as 
he drove home.

That made him per-
haps the best-rested 
player when the teams 
returned to the field 
barely 12 hours later. And 
it showed.

Urena and three 
relievers combined on a 
four-hitter and the Mar-
lins bounced back from 
their marathon loss to 
beat Tampa Bay 3-0.

J.T. Riddle singled, 
tripled and homered.

“There is a little bit of a 
hangover. I’m not going 
to lie,” Riddle said. “You 
play 16 innings like that, 
and you come in eight 
hours later and have 
to play again, the body 
doesn’t feel the greatest. 
But it’s part of your job.”

While both teams were 
dragging, Urena looked 
fresh in his first outing 
since June 20, when he 
was sidelined by right 

shoulder impingement. 
He pitched five scoreless 
innings and struck out 
six before departing for a 
pinch hitter after throw-
ing 78 pitches.

“Everything was 
good,” Urena said. “I 
felt I could go longer, but 
I haven’t thrown that 
much the past 12 or 13 
days.”

Drew Rucinski (4-1) 
pitched two scoreless 
innings for his second 
win in the series. Brad 

Ziegler pitched around a 
walk in the ninth to earn 
his 10th save.

The Marlins took the 
series and went 5-5 on 
their longest homestand 
of the year. The Rays lost 
for only the third time in 
the past 12 games.

Riddle’s RBI triple in 
the sixth put the Marlins 
ahead. The ball appeared 
catchable, but sailed over 
the head of center fielder 
Kevin Kiermaier near the 
wall.

Riddle added his fifth 
homer in the eighth. 

Three Rays — Kier-
maier, Daniel Robertson 
and Jake Bauers — started 
after playing all 16 
innings Tuesday. They 
went a combined 0 for 11.

“Urena pitched well,” 
manager Kevin Cash said. 
“He kind of changed his 
approach, started throw-
ing fastballs in to the 
lefties and away to the 
righties. That has gener-
ally not been his M.O.” 
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Florida Lottery      
www.flalottery.com

PICK 2
July 4N ............................. 9-7
July 4D ............................. 3-1
July 3N ............................. 9-8
July 3D ............................. 3-0
July 2N ............................. 3-9
July 2D ............................. 0-2

PICK 3
July 4N .........................  1-1-7
July 4D .........................  9-5-9
July 3N .........................  1-0-6
July 3D .........................  3-1-5
July 2N .........................  2-9-5
July 2D .........................  7-8-4

PICK 4 
July 4N ......................  9-8-4-5
July 4D ......................  4-5-5-3
July 3N ......................  0-7-2-7
July 3D ......................  5-2-5-9
July 2N ......................  5-3-0-7
July 2D ......................  3-0-0-8

PICK 5
July 4N ................... 8-5-2-0-1
July 4D ................... 1-0-9-9-3
July 3N ................... 7-7-9-3-7
July 3D ................... 0-4-9-4-6
July 2N ................... 8-3-9-0-5
July 2D ................... 8-9-9-8-5
D-Day, N-Night

FANTASY 5
July 3 ............  12-27-28-29-36
July 2 ..............  2-11-33-35-36
July 1 ..............  5-12-16-22-27

• • •
PAYOFF for July 2
0 .....  5-digit winners......... $0
274 .  4-digit winners $555.00
8,753 ..  3-digit winners 20.00

CASH FOR LIFE
June 28 ...........  4-13-24-53-59
Cash Ball ............................  1

• • •
PAYOFF FOR July 2
0 ......... 5-5 CB..... $1,000/Day
0 ..............  5-5.. $1,000/Week
2 .........  4-5 CB............. $2,500
15 ............. 4-5 ................$500

LUCKY MONEY
July 3 .................  11-14-24-30
Lucky Ball ...........................  5

• • •
PAYOFF FOR July 3
0 .......  4-of-4 LB ..$1.5 Million 
6 .......  4-of-4 ..............$969.50
53   3-of-4 LB .............$240.50
819 ...   3-of-4............... $45.50
ESTIMATED JACKPOT
$1.8 Million 

LOTTO
June 30  13-24-28-32-37-47

• • •
PAYOFF FOR June 27
0  6-digit winners $2.5 million
13  5-digit winners $4,713.00
756 ...  4-digit winners $75.00
ESTIMATED JACKPOT $3 million

POWERBALL
June 30 .............  3-9-20-42-61
Powerball .........................  24

• • •
PAYOFF FOR June 27
0.....5-5 + PB ......  $50 Million
0.... 5-5  ................. $1 Million
1.... 4-5 + PB ............  $50,000
19...4-5  ..........................$100
ESTIMATED JACKPOT
$60 Million

MEGA MILLIONS
July 3 ............  13-35-45-49-68
Mega Ball .........................  23

• • •
PAYOFF FOR July 3
0 ... 5 of 5 + MB $ 192 Million
0 .............  5 of 5 .....$1 Million
1 ..  4 of 5 + MB .........$10,000
17 ..........  4 of 5.............. $500
ESTIMATED JACKPOT
$283 million

SPORTS ON TV

AUTO RACING
1 p.m.
NBCSN — NASCAR, Xfi nity 
Series, Coca-Cola Fire-
cracker 250, practice, at 
Daytona Beach, Fla.
2 p.m.
NBCSN — NASCAR, Monster 
Energy Cup Series, Coke 
Zero Sugar 400, practice, at 
Daytona Beach, Fla.
3 p.m.
NBCSN — NASCAR, Xfi nity 
Series, Coca-Cola Fire-
cracker 250, fi nal practice, 
at Daytona Beach, Fla.
4 p.m.
NBCSN — NASCAR, Monster 
Energy Cup Series, Coke 
Zero Sugar 400, fi nal prac-
tice, at Daytona Beach, Fla.
4:55 a.m. (Friday)
ESPN2 — Formula One, Brit-
ish Grand Prix, practice, at 
Silverstone, England
GOLF
5:30 a.m.
GOLF — European PGA 
Tour, Dubai Duty Free Irish 
Open, fi rst round, at Done-
gal, Ireland
1:30 p.m.
GOLF — Web.com Tour, 
LECOM Health Challenge, 
fi rst round, at Clymer, N.Y.
3:30 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour, A 
Military Tribute at The 
Greenbrier Classic, fi rst 
round, at White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va.
6:30 p.m.
GOLF — LPGA Tour, Thorn-
berry Creek LPGA Classic, 
fi rst round, at Oneida, Wis.
MLB BASEBALL
8 p.m.
MLB — Regional cover-
age, Atlanta at Milwaukee 
OR Chicago White Sox at 
Houston

11 p.m.
MLB — Regional coverage, 
St. Louis at San Francisco 
OR L.A. Angels at Seattle 
(games joined in progress)
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
9 p.m.
NBCSN — Professional 
Fighters League, at 
Washington
NBA BASKETBALL
3 p.m.
NBA — Summer League, 
L.A. Lakers vs. Golden 
State, at Sacramento, Calif.
5 p.m.
NBA — Summer League, 
Miami vs. Sacramento, at 
Sacramento, Calif.
7 p.m.
NBA — Summer League, 
Memphis vs. San Antonio, 
at Salt Lake City
9 p.m.
NBA — Summer League, 
Atlanta vs. Utah, at Salt 
Lake City
SPECIAL OLYMPICS
6 p.m.
ESPN2 — 2018 Special 
Olympics USA Games, at 
Seattle
SPECIALS
8 p.m.
ESPN — 2018 World Series 
of Poker, Main Event, at Las 
Vegas
TENNIS
7 a.m.
ESPN — Wimbledon Cham-
pionships, second round, at 
London
TRACK & FIELD
8 p.m.
NBCSN — IAAF Diamond 
League, Athletissima meet, 
at Lausanne, Switzerland 
WNBA BASKETBALL
8 p.m.
ESPN2 — Los Angeles at 
Minnesota

Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, R.I.  
— The ceremonial first 
pitch at a July Fourth 
baseball game in Rhode 
Island will be reminis-
cent of the same ritual 
at a game played during 
World War I a century 
ago.

U.S. Navy Adm. Wil-
liam S. Sims organized a 
baseball league in Europe 
in 1917. 

King George V watched 
the Navy triumph in the 
Army versus Navy World 
Series on Independence 

Day in 1918 in London. 
The Newport Gulls 

game Wednesday night 
in Newport, Rhode 
Island, will begin with 
Sims’ grandson throw-
ing the first pitch to great 
grandchildren of men 
who played for the Navy 
in the championship.

Artifacts will be 
displayed, including a 
baseball the king signed, 
commemorative watch 
presented to the win-
ning players and the 
1918 scorecard. The 
U.S. Naval War College 
and the Naval History 

and Heritage Command 
organized it to teach 
people about history in a 
different way. 

“You know how 
important this history 
is, but sometimes people 
don’t have a point of rel-
evance to understand,” 
said David Kohnen, who 
oversees the college’s 
John B. Hattendorf 
Center for Maritime 
Historical Research and 
the Naval War College 
Museum. “This is one 
way for us to bring the 
past to a contemporary 
relevance for a wider 

audience.”
Kohnen said it’s nota-

ble that on July Fourth, 
as America was celebrat-
ing its independence 
from England, the British 
monarch celebrated 
American culture with 
troops at the 1918 game. 

Michael Falcone, 
director of baseball oper-
ations for the Newport 
Gulls, said the theme 
seemed like a perfect 
fit since the team was 
playing on the holiday. 
The Newport Gulls is a 
summer collegiate base-
ball team. 

BASEBALL: Rhode Island

July Fourth baseball game pays 
tribute to WWI baseball game

By JOSEPH WILSON
Associated Press

SAINT-MARS-LA-
REORTHE, France 
— Chris Froome has 
asked Tour de France fans 
to let him race in peace, 
even if they doubt the 
recent ruling that cleared 
him of doping allegations.

The British cyclist has 
been targeted by specta-
tors in the past. During 
the 2015 Tour, he said 
a man threw a cup of 
urine at him while yelling 
“doper”.

With the latest edition 
beginning on Saturday, 
five days after the Inter-
national Cycling Union 
finally ruled Froome had 
won last year’s Span-
ish Vuelta cleanly, the 
four-time Tour winner 
offered an alternative way 
for skeptical fans to show 
their distrust.

“Support the race in a 
positive way, don’t bring 
negativity,” he said on 
Wednesday in western 
France. “In terms of 
safety I obviously would 
encourage fans of the 

sport to come watch 
the race, and if you are 
not necessarily a Chris 
Froome fan or a Sky fan, 
come to the race and put a 
jersey on of another team 
you do support. That 
would be my advice.”

A cloud hung over 
Froome after a urine 
sample taken during the 
Vuelta in September 
showed a concentration 
of the asthma drug salbu-
tamol that was twice the 
permitted level.

After months of silence, 
the UCI said Froome’s 

result did not represent 
an adverse finding, which 
could have led him to be 
stripped of his Vuelta vic-
tory, and a suspension.

The UCI’s ruling 
ensured he could com-
pete at the Tour after 
race organizer ASO had 
informed Team Sky it 
would forbid Froome 
from entering until the 
doping case was decided.

His use of asthma 
medication has been 
well documented and he 
often uses inhalers during 
races. 

Froome said he under-
stands it may take time 
for fans to believe he is 
not a cheat.

“But that data is avail-
able, and I would like 
to think that as people 
understand that more, 
they will understand my 
decision to keep on racing 
knowing I have certainly 
done nothing wrong,” 
Froome said. “Of course 
it has been damaging. As 
it is right now I’m just 
happy to draw a line in 
the sand and move on and 
focus on bike racing.”

UCI president David 
Lappartient has also 
issued a call for calm.

“(Froome) has the 
right to operate in a safe 
environment. I have 
heard calls, sometimes 
completely irrational, 
to violence on the Tour 
de France,” Lappartient 
said. “I cannot accept 
that and I call on all spec-
tators to protect all the 
athletes and to respect 
the judicial decision so 
that Chris Froome can 
compete in a safe and 
serene environment.”

CYCLING: Tour de France

Froome calls on skeptical fans to let him ride Tour in peace

AP PHOTO

Tampa Bay Rays’ Jesus Sucre pours water on his face as he stands in the dugout during the fifth 
inning Wednesday in Miami. 

MLB: Marlins 3, Rays 0

Marlins bounce back from 
16-inning loss to beat Rays

By BRIAN MAHONEY
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The 
NBA estimates an 
increase of 40,000 miles 
of travel in the post-
season if it scrapped 
its current conference 
format and took the top 
16 teams.

Calls to change the 
system were renewed 
this week when LeBron 
James left Cleveland for 
the Los Angeles Lakers, 

which could create 
another strong Western 
Conference team, where 
both Houston and Golden 
State finished above 
.700. The only team in 
the Eastern Conference 
with a similar record was 
Toronto. Houston and 
Golden State met in a 
thrilling West final before 
the Warriors swept the 
Cavaliers in the NBA 
Finals.

Commissioner Adam 
Silver has said ideally 

there would be a format 
allowing the two best 
teams to meet for the 
title, but he has repeat-
edly expressed concern 
about the additional 
travel that would be cre-
ated if teams were seeded 
1 to 16 in the postseason, 
instead of the current 
format in which it’s the 
top eight teams in each 
conference.

“I think, as I’ve said 
in the past, the obstacle 
is travel, and it’s not 

tradition in my mind, 
at least,” Silver said at 
the All-Star break. “It’s 
that as we’ve added an 
extra week to the regular 
season, as we’ve tried 
to reduce the number 
of back-to-backs, that 
we are concerned about 
teams crisscrossing 
the country in the first 
round, for example. We 
are just concerned about 
the overall travel that we 
would have in the top 16 
teams.”

NBA: Playoffs

NBA estimates 40,000 more travel 
miles in a top-16 postseason format



Wozniacki said 
Makarova “got a little 
lucky” and added, “I 
would be very surprised 
if you saw her go far.”

Asked what she 
thought of those 
remarks, Makarova 
laughed and replied: 
“Well, I don’t know 
what to say. Yeah, 
maybe I was lucky today. 
Good for me. Thanks, 
God.”

While both Williams 
sisters moved into the 
third round, as did past 
U.S. Open runners-up 
Madison Keys and Karo-
lina Pliskova, among 
the women, and Roger 
Federer won 35 consecu-
tive points on his serve 
while extending his 
Wimbledon set streak 
to 26 in a row, it was 
Wozniacki’s departure 
that counted as the clos-
est thing to big news on 
Wednesday.

She is a former No. 1 
who recently claimed her 
first Grand Slam title. 
She won a grass-court 
tuneup tournament last 
weekend.

She had managed to 
convince herself this was 
going to be her year to 

shine at the All England 
Club, the only major 
where she’s never been 
past the fourth round. In 
addition to her title on 
the hard courts in Aus-
tralia, she’s twice been 
the runner-up on that 
surface at the U.S. Open, 
and she’s been a quar-
terfinalist twice on the 
French Open’s red clay.

But a game that is 
principally predicated 
on defense can be harder 
to make work on the 
speedy grass, where 
Makarova produced 
twice as many winners 
Wednesday, 46-23.

“It’s frustrat-
ing,” Wozniacki said, 
“because I feel like I 
could have gone and 

done something really 
great here.”

Instead, it’s the fourth 
time in the past seven 
years that she’s out 
in the first or second 
round.

She almost put 
together quite a come-
back, though.

After trailing 5-1 in 
the third set, Wozni-
acki broke twice when 
Makarova served for 
the match. The second 
time, at 5-3, Makarova 
was within a point of 
victory four times, but 
was unable to convert, 
wasting one of those 
opportunities with a 
double-fault. Once 
Wozniacki pulled even 
in the last set by holding 

at love, Makarova 
gave herself a bit of a 
talking-to.

“At 5-all, I said to 
myself: ‘OK, calm down. 
Start over,’” recounted 
Makarova, a former 
top-10 player who twice 
has been a major semi-
finalist and got to the 
Wimbledon quarterfi-
nals in 2014.

From deuce in that 
game, she picked up six 
of the last seven points.

Earlier in the match, 
Wozniacki was buggin’ 
out about the bugs that 
also showed up last year 
at the tournament. She 
insisted that something 
needed to be done about 
them.

Makarova, too, called 
the scene “a little bit 
strange and differ-
ent” and “a little bit 
uncomfortable.”

That word also 
described how Makaro-
va’s left-handed game 
made Wozniacki feel.

“I had a chance today. 
I fought all I had. I’m 
out. That’s it,” said 
Wozniacki, who actually 
won more total points, 
94-91. “It’s life some-
times. You just have to 
keep working and come 
back. And hopefully next 
time, luck will be on my 
side.”

last year, he had 8.5 
sacks, with 68 tackles in 
more than 1,000 defen-
sive snaps.

“One of the greatest 
American traditions 
in celebrating 4th of 
July is with fireworks,” 
he wrote Tuesday 
night. “Unfortunately, 

tomorrow someone 
will be injured playing 
with fireworks. We are 
celebrating the birthday 
of our great nation. I’m 
glad to still be alive to 
show you the outcome 
of what happened to me. 
Please don’t feel sorry 
for me, trust me your 
boy fine even with miss-
ing fingers lol. Be safe 
out there otherwise, this 
can be you.”

Pierre-Paul has made 
fireworks safety a prior-
ity since his accident. 
Here’s a public service 
announcement video 
he made two years 
ago, also showing the 
damage to his hand as a 
reminder for fans to be 
careful.

The Bucs are hoping 
Pierre-Paul is part of 
a major upgrade on 
the defensive line, as 

they sent the Giants 
a third-round pick to 
acquire him and will 
pay him $12.5 million 
this season. Tampa Bay 
also used its first-round 
pick on DT Vita Vea and 
signed DE Vinny Curry, 
DT Beau Allen and DT 
Mitch Unrein in free 
agency, adding a new 
defensive line coach in 
Brentson Buckner as 
well.

By JOHN RABY
Associated Press

Decisions by most of 
the world’s elite golfers 
to skip the PGA Tour’s 
stop in West Virginia 
have been a boost for 
younger players like 
Xander Schauffele.

Schauffele had a 
one-stroke victory over 
Robert Streb at The 
Greenbrier resort last 
season, which ended 
with the 24-year-old 
from San Diego winning 
the Tour Championship 
and earning Rookie of the 
Year honors.

This year, nearly all of 
the two dozen rookies on 
the tour are in the field 
at A Military Tribute at 
The Greenbrier, which 
starts Thursday on the 
Old White TPC in White 
Sulphur Springs, West 
Virginia.

Chances are good that 
one or more of them 
could be near the top of 
the leaderboard. Four 
of the tournament’s 
seven champions have 
been first-time winners, 
including three rookies.

Schauffele likes his 
chances, too.

He is part of the 

successful high school 
class of 2011 that 
includes Jordan Spieth, 
Justin Thomas and 
Daniel Berger. Schauffele 
pointed out that Spieth 
won the John Deere 
Classic in 2013 and 2015, 
Thomas won in Malaysia 
in 2015 and 2016, and 
Berger at the St. Jude 

Classic in 2016 and 2017.
“I feel like I want 

to join that group,” 
Schauffele said 
Wednesday.

But Schauffele has 
missed the cut in three 
of his last four tourna-
ments after finishing tied 
for second at The Players 
Championship.

At No. 24 in the world, 
he’s among five play-
ers ranked in the top 
30 at The Greenbrier. 
The others are Bubba 
Watson (No. 13), Phil 
Mickelson (No. 20), 
Webb Simpson (No. 21) 
and Brian Harman (No. 
26). Five from the top 
15 in the FedEx Cup are 
competing.

Watson, a three-time 
winner this season, 
and Mickelson own 
vacation homes at The 
Greenbrier Sporting 
Club. The Greenbrier 

Classic, typically held 
around Independence 
Day, was renamed last 
month in honor of the 
nation’s active and past 
members of the military, 
who are being given free 
admission.

“It would be a huge 
accomplishment to win 
here in front of my home 
crowd,” Watson said. 
“What a dream that 
would be, my dad was 
in the military so now 
we’ve got the name of 
the tournament. It just 
would mean a lot for my 
family to honor my late 
dad.”

It’s the first tourna-
ment for Mickelson since 
the U.S. Open, when he 
intentionally violated 
golf rules by hitting a 
moving ball on the 13th 
green in the third round. 
He later apologized, 
saying his anger and 

frustration got the best 
of him.

The West Virginia stop 
could see a change when 
the PGA Tour reveals its 
full schedule this month 
for the next FedEx Cup 
season. The tournament 
at Sam Snead’s former 
playground in White 
Sulphur Springs is under 
contract through 2021.

Watson, for one, 
wouldn’t mind seeing a 
schedule change. From a 
business standpoint, he 
said the Fourth of July 
holiday always is a hectic 
time at The Greenbrier, 
so moving the tourna-
ment to later in the year, 
especially with the area’s 
spectacular fall foliage on 
display, would give the 
resort yet another busy 
week.

“I’ve always thought 
that the fall would be 
great,” he said.
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Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark shakes her head to avoid the 
flying insects on court Wednesday in London.

In the 15th, batting 
with one out, he laced 
a single to left, then 
decided to go for more, 
racing toward second 
and then sliding in head 
first, only to be tagged 
out. In the 16th, after 
Bauers knocked in the 
first two, Nuno followed 
with a single to right, the 
hamstring grabbing as he 
ran to first.

“What a performance 
on his part; that was 
amazing,” Rays man-
ager Kevin Cash said. 
“When he got thrown 
out at second base, I said 
just watching that was 
worth the out. It was 
entertaining.”

There were plenty of 
interesting moments as 
the game unfolded over 
5 hours, 31 minutes, 
ending around 12:45 
a.m., and ranking as 
the longest road game 
in Tampa Bay franchise 
history  by innings and 
matching the second 
longest overall.

The Rays used 22 
players total (all but 
Matt Andriese, who now 
starts Wednesday, plus 
Diego Castillo and Blake 
Snell), having reliever 
Sergio Romo hit, starter 
Nathan Eovaldi pinch-
run and catcher Jesus 
Sucre pitch (for the third 
time in his career), trying 
to get the final three 
outs, but needing to 
summon Jose Alvarado 
to help finish it off as 
they improved to 43-42.

“There were a lot of 
people doing things they 
were not used to doing,” 
Bauers said. “To keep it 
scoreless for that long 
until we could break 
through. … overall, 

just an incredible team 
effort.’’

And not all good. 
Starter Ryan Yarbrough 
allowed a two-run single 
to opposing starter 
Trevor Richards and 
got lifted for a pinch-
hitter in the fourth. 
Outfielder Mallex Smith 
got benched for miss-
ing a red-light sign and 
running into a double 
play in the fourth. Carlos 
Gomez pushed a safety 
squeeze bunt into the air 
and Daniel Robertson got 
doubled off third to end 
the 13th. Kiermaier came 
up with two on in the 
16th  and ripped a ball at 
shortstop J.T. Riddle that
got turned into an odd 
6-4-5 double play.

“Typically in a 
16-inning game there 
are going to be some ugly 
things,’’ third baseman 
Matt Duffy said, “and 
there was today.”

“The guys kept grind-
ing through,” Cash said. 
“Both teams grinded 
a long time, some odd 
matchups, some unique 
situations that came 
about, presented them-
selves. But ultimately we 
found a way to win.’’

Nuno, who became the 
first AL reliever to have 
two hits and get the win 
in a game since advent of 
the DH, was asked what 
did he enjoy more, get-
ting the third and fourth 
hits of his major-league 
career, or his eighth win?

“Both, actually,’’ he 
said. “When the runner 
was in scoring position, I 
had to crunch down and 
not five up the run. … 
(The ball I hit) was a little 
flare right there, I got out 
of the box pretty good, 
and just took a chance 
right there. It was close.

“In the end I just had a 
great time out there.”

RAYS
From Page 1

While having him in 
the lineup may give the 
Rays a better chance to 
win that game, every 
time he starts is one less 
opportunity for Adames, 
who has gotten some 
playing time at second, 
to get the experience he 
needs.

Manager Kevin Cash 
praised Hechavarria for 
how he has handled the 
matter.

“Hech is a guy used 
to playing every single 
day for good reason,’’ 
he said. “He deserves to 
play every single day. 
We tried to do every-
thing we could, myself 
and Charlie (Montoyo, 
the Spanish-speaking 
bench/infield coach) 
talking to him, being 
honest about the situ-
ation. I know our front 
office has spoken with 
his agent, trying to be 
honest. I think that’s all 
you can do.

“I think it’s up to the 
player, how they want 
to decide. I know Hech 
wants to play every day. 
It’s probably not going 
to happen. But we’re 
going to do, I’m going 
to do everything I can to 
keep him consistently in 
the lineup and on a good 
routine.”

Hechavarria has been 
enjoying the series with 
the Marlins, as he played 
the previous 4½ sea-
sons in Miami, and has 
an offseason home and 
relatives, including his 
parents, in the area. 
And he has played well, 
with several dazzling 
defensive plays and RBIs 
in each of the first two 
games.

“I feel great,’’ he said. 
“This is awesome. My 
first time this happened 
to me.”

As for the best part of 
his return?

“A lot of favorite 
memories,’’ he said. “My 
teammates. The Cuban 
people that are here. And 
the food — a lot of food.”

HECHAVARRIA
From Page 1

The Champion Forum 
has helped Penn State’s 
James Franklin, Vander-
bilt’s Derek Mason, 
Stanford’s David Shaw, 
Arizona’s Kevin Sumlin 
and others get head 
jobs, with the aim of 
pushing along the next 
generation.

Elliott, Michigan 
assistant head coach 
Pep Hamilton, LSU 
defensive coordinator 
Dave Aranda, Florida 
State defensive coordi-
nator Harlon Barnett, 
South Carolina offen-
sive coordinator Bryan 
McClendon and Navy 
offensive coordinator 
Ivin Jasper are all part of 
the latest class. Picked 
by their conferences and 
schools to go through the 
program, they’re all in 
Phase 2, which includes 
one-on-one mock inter-
views, conversations 
with search firms and 
information about con-
tracts and what to expect 
from being a head coach.

“It’s just the knowl-
edge of what goes into 
becoming a head coach, 
what (athletic directors) 
look for, what search 
firms look for,” said 
Jasper, who has been 
a candidate for jobs at 
Georgia Southern, Yale 
and Rice during his time 
at Navy. “Having those 
tools in our toolbox now 
and know what people 
look for, now we can 
address those issues and 
work on getting better 
at it.”

Jasper and Elliott had 
back-to-back mock 
interviews with their 
wives seated a few feet 
away. Oliver played the 
role of the interviewer for 
a job at a fictional Atlan-
tic University in Florida, 
firing questions at each 
coach about a head job 
and asking if they had any 
questions of their own.

Afterward, Oliver 
critiqued them on every-
thing from how fast they 
were talking to what 
they shouldn’t have said. 
Oliver has seen coaches 
go from not being able to 
finish answers to having 

a better idea of what to 
expect the next time the 
phone rings about an 
opening.

“Had I not gone 
through this process, I 
wouldn’t know what I 
was getting into,” Elliott 
said. “I wouldn’t have 
been encouraged to go 
prepare in the areas 
where I needed to prepare 
to ultimately be success-
ful. Because at the end 
of the day, it’s not just 
becoming a head coach. 
It’s being a successful 
head coach and building a 
successful program.”

The success of coaches 
like Franklin helps 
because Oliver is well 
aware that minority 
coaches who don’t suc-
ceed are less likely to get 
a second chance. In his 
eight years running the 
Champion Forum, direc-
tor of NCAA leadership 
development Curtis Hol-
lomon has seen progress 
with more minority 
coaches being in the mix 
for openings.

“What we’ve seen is 
the awareness of these 
coaches,” Hollomon 

said. “That’s one of the 
main things that we’re 
trying to do: let them 
know that these coaches 
are out there, they’re 
in these positions and 
they’re ready when the 
opportunities present 
themselves.”

The program includes 
two steps of interview 
training, video clips 
to show strengths and 
weaknesses, and an 
in-person follow-up by 
former Washington Red-
skins general manager 
Charley Casserly and 
other officials. This year, 
the NCAA invited the 
coordinators’ wives to 
sit in on the program and 
welcomed their input.

“It made me real-
ize how much he has 
grown,” said Elliott’s 
wife, Tameka. “Just 
watching him grow and 
seeing his transition 
and seeing how he has 
to interact with more 
people than he was used 
to interacting with — not 
just the player and the 
family. Now you’ve got 
the AD and fundraisers, 
stuff like that.”

NCAA
From Page 1

TENNIS
From Page 1

AP FILE PHOTO

Xander Schauffele plays his shot from the fourth tee during the 
final round of the U.S. Open in Southampton, N.Y. 

GOLF: A Military Tribute at The Greenbrier

Schauff ele looks for repeat win in West Virginia
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AMERICAN LEAGUE NATIONAL LEAGUE

EAST DIVISION
TEAM W L PCT. GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY
Boston 59 29 .670 — — 8-2 W-3 28-12 31-17
New York 56 28 .667 1 — 6-4 W-2 33-13 23-15
Tampa Bay 43 43 .500 15 11½ 7-3 L-1 23-17 20-26
Toronto 40 46 .465 18 14½ 5-5 L-1 23-23 17-23
Baltimore 24 61 .282 33½ 30 1-9 L-2 12-29 12-32

CENTRAL DIVISION
TEAM W L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY
Cleveland 47 37 .560 — — 6-4 W-3 27-13 20-24
Detroit 38 50 .432 11 17½ 2-8 L-2 23-21 15-29
Minnesota 35 48 .422 11½ 18 2-8 L-6 20-20 15-28
Chicago 30 56 .349 18 24½ 5-5 L-1 16-27 14-29
Kansas City 25 60 .294 22½ 29 2-8 L-5 11-31 14-29

WEST DIVISION
TEAM W L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY
Houston 57 31 .648 — — 6-4 W-2 25-17 32-14
Seattle 55 32 .632 1½ — 8-2 L-1 29-15 26-17
Oakland 48 39 .552 8½ 7 8-2 W-2 24-21 24-18
Los Angeles 44 43 .506 12½ 11 3-7 W-1 20-21 24-22
Texas 38 49 .437 18½ 17 5-5 L-3 19-28 19-21

EAST DIVISION
TEAM W L PCT. GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY
Atlanta 49 36 .576 — — 6-4 L-2 23-17 26-19
Philadelphia 47 37 .560 1½ — 6-4 W-4 30-16 17-21
Washington 42 43 .494 7 5½ 2-8 L-5 19-23 23-20
New York 34 49 .410 14 12½ 3-7 W-1 14-26 20-23
Miami 36 52 .409 14½ 13 5-5 W-1 19-26 17-26

CENTRAL DIVISION
TEAM W L PCT. GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY
Milwaukee 51 35 .593 — — 6-4 W-3 27-17 24-18
Chicago 49 35 .583 1 — 7-3 W-6 26-14 23-21
St. Louis 43 41 .512 7 4 5-5 L-1 23-22 20-19
Pittsburgh 40 45 .471 10½ 7½ 4-6 L-2 21-21 19-24
Cincinnati 38 49 .437 13½ 10½ 6-4 W-1 21-26 17-23

WEST DIVISION
TEAM W L PCT. GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY
Arizona 48 38 .558 — — 5-5 W-1 24-20 24-18
Los Angeles 46 39 .541 1½ 1½ 6-4 W-3 25-23 21-16
San Francisco 45 43 .511 4 4 6-4 L-3 26-14 19-29
Colorado 44 43 .506 4½ 4½ 6-4 W-3 18-22 26-21
San Diego 37 51 .420 12 12 2-8 L-3 19-25 18-26

MAJORLEAGUEBASEBALL

RED SOX 3, NATIONALS 0
BOSTON AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Betts rf 4 0 2 0 0 0 .338
Holt ss 5 0 0 0 0 1 .294
Martinez lf 4 0 2 0 0 1 .327
Pearce 1b 4 0 0 0 0 0 .293
Devers 3b 4 1 2 0 0 1 .245
Nunez 2b 4 2 2 0 0 1 .257
Bradley Jr. cf 3 0 1 2 0 0 .202
Vazquez c 4 0 0 0 0 2 .212
Rodriguez p 2 0 0 0 0 1 .000
b-Benintendi ph 0 0 0 0 1 0 .279
Barnes p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Kelly p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
e-Swihart ph 0 0 0 0 1 0 .165
Kimbrel p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
TOTALS 34 3 9 2 2 7
WASHINGTON AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Eaton lf 4 0 0 0 0 2 .296
Herrera p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Miller p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Turner ss 4 0 2 0 0 1 .275
Rendon 3b 4 0 1 0 0 0 .289
Harper rf 4 0 0 0 0 2 .215
Reynolds 1b 2 0 0 0 0 2 .250
c-Murphy ph-1b 2 0 1 0 0 0 .200
Taylor cf 4 0 1 0 0 2 .242
Difo 2b 3 0 0 0 1 2 .246
Severino c 3 0 1 0 0 0 .172
Fedde p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Grace p 1 0 0 0 0 0 .000
a-Goodwin ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .182
Kintzler p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Madson p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Kelley p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
d-Soto ph-lf 1 0 0 0 0 0 .306
TOTALS 33 0 6 0 1 11
BOSTON 000 000 201—3 9 1
WASHINGTON 000 000 000—0 6 1
a-lined out for Grace in the 5th. b-walked
for Rodriguez in the 7th. c-grounded out for
Reynolds in the 7th. d-lined out for Kelley in
the 8th. e-walked for Kelly in the 9th.
E—Devers (17), Eaton (1). LOB—Boston 8,
Washington 7. 2B—Martinez (20), Devers
(20), Bradley Jr. (12). RBIs—Bradley Jr. 2
(25). SF—Bradley Jr..
BOSTON IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Rdrgz, W, 10-3 6 3 0 0 1 6 84 3.84
Barnes, H, 17 1 1 0 0 0 1 19 2.45
Kelly, H, 17 1 0 0 0 0 2 15 3.47
Kmbrl, S, 26-28 1 2 0 0 0 2 22 2.02
WASHINGTON IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Fedde 1 2 0 0 0 0 25 5.79
Grace 4 1 0 0 0 4 46 3.34
Kintzler 1 2 0 0 0 1 20 4.18
Madson, L, 2-4 1 2 2 1 1 0 25 4.55
Kelley 1 0 0 0 0 1 12 3.22
Herrera .2 2 1 1 1 1 30 1.67
Miller .1 0 0 0 0 0 2 2.78
Fedde pitched to 1 batter in the 2nd.
Inherited runners-scored—Grace 1-0, Miller
3-0. HBP—Herrera (Betts). WP—Madson.
T—3:23. A—42,528 (41,313).

YANKEES 6, BRAVES 2
ATLANTA AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Inciarte cf 4 1 2 0 1 0 .252
Albies 2b 5 0 3 0 0 0 .278
Freeman 1b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .308
Santana lf 3 0 0 1 0 0 .174
Markakis rf 4 0 0 0 0 0 .322
Suzuki c 3 0 0 0 1 2 .284
Acuna dh 4 0 0 0 0 3 .266
Camargo 3b 3 1 1 1 1 1 .260
Culberson lf-1b 4 0 2 0 0 0 .273
Swanson ss 4 0 1 0 0 1 .246
TOTALS 35 2 9 2 3 7
NEW YORK AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Gardner lf 3 0 0 0 1 1 .248
Judge rf 4 1 1 1 0 3 .281
Hicks cf 2 1 0 0 2 1 .259
Stanton dh 4 1 1 3 0 2 .267
Gregorius ss 4 1 2 0 0 0 .256
Torres 2b 2 0 0 0 0 2 .294
Drury 3b 2 0 0 0 0 1 .188
Bird 1b 4 0 1 1 0 0 .200
Higashioka c 3 1 1 1 0 2 .188
Walker 3b-2b 2 1 1 0 1 1 .188
TOTALS 30 6 7 6 4 13
ATLANTA 000 011 000 — 2 9 0
NEW YORK 013 100 10X — 6 7 0
LOB—Atlanta 11, New York 4. 2B—Culberson
2 (10), Gregorius (15). HR—Camargo (9),
off Sabathia; Stanton (21), off Teheran;
Higashioka (3), off Teheran; Judge (24),
off Gohara. RBIs—Camargo (37), Santana
(2), Judge (57), Stanton 3 (51), Bird (9),
Higashioka (4). SB—Inciarte (23), Albies (8),
Hicks (7).
Runners left in scoring position—Atlanta 8
(Markakis 2, Suzuki 2, Acuna 2, Swanson 2);
New York 2 (Judge, Drury). RISP—Atlanta 0
for 9; New York 2 for 7.
Runners moved up—Santana, Gregorius.
GIDP—Markakis, Drury.
DP—Atlanta 1 (Swanson, Culberson); New
York 1 (Torres, Gregorius, Bird).
ATLANTA IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Teheran, L, 6-6 5 5 5 5 4 10 107 4.47
Gohara 2 1 1 1 0 3 31 6.62
Vizcaino 1 1 0 0 0 0 17 1.76
NEW YORK IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Sabathia, W, 6-3 6 5 2 2 3 5 103 3.02
Green, H, 11 1 2 0 0 0 0 24 1.96
Betances 1 1 0 0 0 2 20 2.63
Holder 1 1 0 0 0 0 13 1.83
HBP—Sabathia 2 (Markakis,Freeman).
T—3:07. A—46,658 (47,309).

MARLINS 3, RAYS 0
TAMPA BAY AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Kiermaier cf 4 0 0 0 0 1 .143
Robertson 2b-ss 3 0 0 0 1 3 .264
Bauers lf 4 0 0 0 0 1 .242
Cron 1b 4 0 1 0 0 1 .239
Wendle 3b-2b 2 0 2 0 1 0 .269
Gomez rf 3 0 0 0 0 1 .195
Adames ss 2 0 0 0 0 1 .230
d-Smith ph 0 0 0 0 1 0 .275
Wood p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Sucre c 2 0 1 0 1 0 .235
Andriese p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
a-Field ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .216
Weber p 1 0 0 0 0 1 .000
e-Duffy ph-3b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .314
TOTALS 27 0 4 0 4 9
MIAMI AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Dietrich lf 4 0 0 0 0 1 .287
Hernandez p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Anderson rf 3 0 0 0 0 1 .281
Bour 1b 2 0 0 0 2 0 .234
Castro 2b 3 1 2 0 1 1 .292
Riddle ss 4 2 3 2 0 0 .258
Shuck cf 4 0 0 1 0 1 .192
Rivera 3b 4 0 0 0 0 0 .187
Holaday c 3 0 0 0 0 1 .170
Urena p 1 0 0 0 0 1 .038
b-Rojas ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .254
Rucinski p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
c-Maybin ph-lf 1 0 1 0 0 0 .228
TOTALS 30 3 6 3 3 6
TAMPA BAY 000 000 000—0 4 0
MIAMI 000 002 01X—3 6 0
a-out on fielder’s choice for Andriese in
the 3rd. b-flied out for Urena in the 5th.
c-singled for Rucinski in the 7th. d-walked
for Adames in the 8th. e-grounded out for
Weber in the 8th.
LOB—Tampa Bay 4, Miami 7. 2B—Cron (13).
3B—Riddle (2). HR—Riddle (5), off Wood.
RBIs—Riddle 2 (17), Shuck (4). SB—Wendle
(7). CS—Kiermaier (1), Shuck (2).
DP—Miami 3 (Rivera, Castro, Bour),

(Anderson, Bour), (Rivera, Castro, Bour).
TAMPA BAY IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Andriese 2 1 0 0 2 3 36 3.71
Weber, L, 0-1 5 4 2 2 1 1 58 5.06
Wood 1 1 1 1 0 2 22 2.84
MIAMI IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Urena 5 3 0 0 2 6 78 4.18
Rucinski, W, 4-1 2 1 0 0 0 2 24 3.24
Hernandez, H, 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 10 4.66
Ziegler, S, 10-11 1 0 0 0 1 1 19 4.83
HBP—Weber (Anderson).
T—2:28. A—7,572 (36,742).

CUBS 5, TIGERS 2
DETROIT AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Mahtook lf 4 0 0 0 1 2 .210
Castellanos rf 3 1 1 1 2 1 .309
Candelario 3b 4 0 0 0 0 1 .235
Hicks 1b 3 1 1 1 1 0 .280
Goodrum 2b 4 0 2 0 0 2 .242
Jones cf 4 0 1 0 0 1 .221
McCann c 4 0 0 0 0 0 .223
Iglesias ss 4 0 3 0 0 0 .273
Liriano p 1 0 0 0 0 0 .000
b-Martinez ph 1 0 1 0 0 0 .241
1-Reyes pr 0 0 0 0 0 0 .211
Coleman p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Lewicki p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
c-Adduci ph 1 0 0 0 0 1 .200
TOTALS 33 2 9 2 4 8
CHICAGO AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Almora cf 3 1 1 0 1 1 .329
Zobrist rf-lf 4 1 2 0 0 0 .296
Baez 2b 4 1 1 0 0 1 .286
Russell ss 3 0 0 0 1 0 .282
Contreras c 3 1 2 3 1 1 .284
Happ lf 4 0 0 0 0 2 .252
Farrell p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Morrow p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Bote 3b 3 1 1 1 1 1 .250
Caratini 1b 1 0 0 0 2 0 .258
Bass p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Heyward rf 1 0 0 0 0 0 .287
Quintana p 2 0 0 0 0 1 .000
a-Rizzo ph-1b 2 0 0 0 0 0 .248
TOTALS 30 5 7 4 6 7
DETROIT 101 000 000—2 9 1
CHICAGO 010 101 20X—5 7 0
a-popped out for Quintana in the 6th.
b-singled, advanced to 2nd for Liriano in the
7th. c-struck out for Lewicki in the 9th.
1-ran for Martinez in the 7th.
E—Hicks (7). LOB—Detroit 9, Chicago 7.
2B—Goodrum (17), Jones (16), Iglesias
(20), Almora (19), Contreras (18). HR—
Castellanos (14), off Quintana; Hicks (8), off
Quintana; Bote (1), off Liriano; Contreras
(7), off Liriano. RBIs—Castellanos (54),
Hicks (28), Contreras 3 (34), Bote (8).
SB—Baez 2 (15), Russell (4). CS—Mahtook
(1). S—Liriano.
DP—Detroit 1 (Candelario, Goodrum, Hicks).
DETROIT IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Liriano, L, 3-5 6 5 3 3 5 5 107 4.03
Coleman 1 2 2 2 1 2 22 3.28
Lewicki 1 0 0 0 0 0 12 5.28
CHICAGO IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Quintana, W, 7-66 5 2 2 3 4 89 4.22
Bass, H, 2 1 2 0 0 1 2 24 0.63
Farrell, H, 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 15 4.56
Morrow, S, 19-201 1 0 0 0 1 16 1.40
WP—Bass.
T—3:04. A—40,510 (41,649).

BREWERS 3, TWINS 2
MINNESOTA AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Mauer 1b 4 0 1 0 0 0 .259
Rosario lf 4 0 0 0 0 0 .308
Dozier 2b 4 1 1 0 0 0 .220
Escobar 3b 4 1 2 1 0 1 .277
Polanco ss 3 0 2 1 1 0 .273
Kepler rf 4 0 0 0 0 2 .219
Garver c 3 0 0 0 0 0 .257
Cave cf 3 0 0 0 0 1 .217
Berrios p 2 0 0 0 0 1 .000
a-Grossman ph 1 0 0 0 0 1 .236
Duke p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Reed p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
TOTALS 32 2 6 2 1 6
MILWAUKEE AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Thames rf 3 0 0 0 1 0 .242
Knebel p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Yelich lf-rf 4 0 1 0 0 0 .288
Aguilar 1b 4 0 0 0 0 2 .303
Shaw 3b 3 1 2 1 0 0 .244
Jeffress p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
b-Braun ph-lf 1 0 0 0 0 1 .240
Miller 2b 3 1 1 1 0 0 .272
Pina c 2 0 0 0 1 0 .225
Orf ss 3 1 1 1 0 0 .125
Sogard ss 0 0 0 0 0 0 .134
Broxton cf 3 0 0 0 0 1 .200
Anderson p 2 0 1 0 0 1 .130
Perez 3b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .238
TOTALS 29 3 6 3 2 5
MINNESOTA 000 000 101—2 6 1
MILWAUKEE 010 000 20X—3 6 0
a-struck out for Berrios in the 8th. b-struck
out for Jeffress in the 8th.
E—Dozier (8). LOB—Minnesota 4, Milwaukee
4. 2B—Mauer (13), Dozier (16). HR—Escobar
(13), off Knebel; Shaw (15), off Berrios;
Miller (7), off Berrios; Orf (1), off Berrios.
RBIs—Escobar (50), Polanco (1), Shaw (49),
Miller (28), Orf (1). SB—Polanco (1), Broxton
(2). CS—Escobar (3).
DP—Minnesota 2 (Kepler, Polanco),
(Polanco, Dozier, Mauer); Milwaukee 1
(Pina, Orf).
MINNESOTA IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Berrios, L, 8-7 7 5 3 3 2 3 97 3.54
Duke .2 1 0 0 0 1 11 2.90
Reed .1 0 0 0 0 1 6 4.15
MILWAUKEE IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Anderson 6.1 3 1 1 1 5 87 3.99
Jffrss,W,6-1,BS,4-71.2 1 0 0 0 1 23 1.07
Knebel, S, 10-12 1 2 1 1 0 0 12 3.32
Inherited runners-scored—Reed 1-0, Jeffress
1-1.
T—2:35. A—36,700 (41,900).

PHILLIES 4, ORIOLES 1
BALTIMORE AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Beckham 3b 4 1 2 0 1 0 .217
Jones cf 4 0 2 1 0 1 .287
Machado ss 3 0 0 0 1 1 .308
Trumbo rf 4 0 0 0 0 1 .262
Davis 1b 4 0 1 0 0 3 .154
Schoop 2b 4 0 2 0 0 1 .202
Mancini lf 3 0 0 0 0 2 .227
Hess p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Britton p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
b-Valencia ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .273
Sisco c 3 0 0 0 0 2 .204
Ramirez p 2 0 0 0 0 1 .000
Rickard lf 1 0 0 0 1 0 .200
TOTALS 33 1 7 1 3 12
PHILADELPHIA AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Hernandez 2b 4 0 0 0 0 0 .263
Hoskins lf 4 0 0 0 0 0 .249
Herrera cf 4 0 0 0 0 0 .276
Santana 1b 1 1 0 0 2 0 .223
Williams rf 2 2 1 2 1 1 .236
Kingery ss 3 1 1 0 0 2 .224
Alfaro c 3 0 0 1 0 1 .246
Franco 3b 3 0 1 0 0 0 .263
Nola p 2 0 0 0 0 2 .059
a-Altherr ph 1 0 0 0 0 1 .173
Arano p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Totals 27 4 3 3 3 7
BALTIMORE 001 000 000—1 7 1
PHILADELPHIA 000 020 20X—4 3 0
a-struck out for Nola in the 7th. b-lined out
for Britton in the 9th.
E—Davis (3). LOB—Baltimore 9, Philadelphia

2. 2B—Jones (20), Schoop (12), Kingery (16).
HR—Williams (10), off Hess. RBIs—Jones
(33), Williams 2 (28), Alfaro (17). SB—
Machado (7). CS—Beckham (1), Santana
(1).
BALTIMORE IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Ramirez, L, 0-2 5 1 2 1 2 4 65 2.51
Hess 2 2 2 2 1 3 45 6.06
Britton 1 0 0 0 0 0 18 5.59
PHILADELPHIA IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Nola, W, 11-2 7 7 1 1 2 9 103 2.41
Arano, S, 1-1 2 0 0 0 1 3 36 2.32
HBP—Nola (Sisco).
T—2:55. A—30,943 (43,647).

ATHLETICS 4, PADRES 2
SAN DIEGO AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Margot cf 4 0 1 0 0 1 .236
Hosmer 1b 3 0 0 0 1 0 .267
Myers dh 2 0 0 0 2 0 .268
Renfroe rf 3 1 0 0 1 0 .252
Villanueva 3b 4 1 2 2 0 1 .231
Pirela 2b 3 0 0 0 0 0 .260
c-Asuaje ph 1 0 1 0 0 0 .211
Ellis c 3 0 1 0 0 0 .320
d-Spangenberg ph 1 0 0 0 0 1 .238
Galvis ss 4 0 2 0 0 0 .236
Jankowski lf 4 0 0 0 0 0 .282
TOTALS 32 2 7 2 4 3
OAKLAND AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Fowler cf 2 0 1 0 1 0 .250
a-Canha ph-cf 1 0 0 0 0 1 .255
Joyce lf 3 0 0 0 0 1 .203
b-Pinder ph-lf 1 0 0 0 0 0 .249
Lowrie 2b 2 1 0 0 2 1 .291
Davis dh 4 1 2 1 0 0 .239
Olson 1b 2 1 0 0 2 1 .236
Piscotty rf 4 0 3 3 0 0 .257
Chapman 3b 3 0 0 0 0 0 .244
Semien ss 4 0 0 0 0 0 .249
Phegley c 2 1 0 0 1 1 .241
TOTALS 28 4 6 4 6 5
SAN DIEGO 020 000 000—2 7 0
OAKLAND 011 000 02X—4 6 0
a-struck out for Fowler in the 7th. b-flied
out for Joyce in the 7th. c-singled for Pirela
in the 9th. d-struck out for Ellis in the 9th.
LOB—San Diego 7, Oakland 7. 2B—
Galvis (15), Davis (16), Piscotty 3 (22).
HR—Villanueva (17), off Manaea. RBIs—
Villanueva 2 (41), Davis (57), Piscotty 3 (36).
DP—San Diego 2 (Pirela, Galvis, Hosmer),
(Villanueva, Pirela); Oakland 2 (Semien,
Lowrie, Olson), (Chapman, Lowrie, Olson).
SAN DIEGO IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Perdomo 5.2 4 2 2 4 3 91 6.86
Cimber .2 0 0 0 0 1 4 3.38
Castillo, L, 1-2 .2 0 1 1 1 1 20 2.84
Stammen 1 2 1 1 1 0 17 2.68
OAKLAND IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Manaea 7 4 2 2 2 1 84 3.33
Buchter .1 1 0 0 0 0 2 2.51
Trivino, W, 7-1 .2 0 0 0 2 0 11 1.49
Trnen, S, 22-24 1 2 0 0 0 2 13 0.84
Castillo pitched to 1 batter in the 8th.
Inherited runners-scored—Cimber 2-0,
Stammen 1-1, Trivino 1-0. HBP—Perdomo
(Chapman). WP—Perdomo.
T—2:33. A—14,408 (46,765).

ANGELS 7, MARINERS 4
LOS ANGELES AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Calhoun rf 5 2 3 3 0 0 .180
Simmons ss 5 0 1 0 0 1 .316
Trout cf 3 1 1 0 2 0 .310
Upton lf 5 0 1 1 0 0 .252
Pujols 1b 5 1 2 1 0 0 .249
Ohtani dh 4 2 2 0 0 0 .287
Valbuena 3b 4 0 2 2 1 0 .216
Maldonado c 5 0 0 0 0 2 .239
Fletcher 2b 4 1 1 0 0 1 .311
TOTALS 40 7 13 7 3 4
SEATTLE AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Gordon 2b 4 0 1 0 0 1 .280
Segura ss 4 0 0 0 1 1 .330
Haniger rf-cf 5 1 1 0 0 2 .269
Cruz dh 4 0 1 1 0 2 .273
Seager 3b 4 1 2 2 0 2 .239
Healy 1b 4 1 2 1 0 2 .252
Gamel lf-rf 3 0 0 0 1 2 .294
Herrmann c 2 0 0 0 0 1 .188
a-Zunino ph-c 1 0 1 0 1 0 .189
Heredia cf 2 1 1 0 0 1 .229
b-Span ph-lf 2 0 1 0 0 1 .261
TOTALS 35 4 10 4 3 15
LOS ANGELES 010 212 010 — 7 13 1
SEATTLE 020 001 010 — 4 10 2
a-walked for Herrmann in the 7th. b-struck
out for Heredia in the 7th.
E—Richards (1), Segura (10), Herrmann
(1). LOB—Los Angeles 10, Seattle 8. 2B—
Simmons (15), Trout (17), Pujols (14), Ohtani
(9), Valbuena (7), Fletcher (2), Haniger (16),
Span (13). HR—Calhoun (5), off Rumbelow
Seager (16), off Richards Healy (17), off
Richards. RBIs—Calhoun 3 (19), Upton (45),
Pujols (46), Valbuena 2 (30), Cruz (53),
Seager 2 (53), Healy (41). SB—Valbuena (2).
CS—Segura (7). S—Gordon.
Runners left in scoring position—Los
Angeles 8 (Simmons, Upton, Pujols 2,
Maldonado 4) Seattle 5 (Segura 2, Haniger
2, Seager). RISP—Los Angeles 6 for 17
Seattle 2 for 12.
Runners moved up—Valbuena, Upton. FIDP—
Ohtani. GIDP—Segura.
DP—Los Angeles 1 (Valbuena, Fletcher,
Pujols) Seattle 1 (Gordon, Gamel).
LOS ANGELES IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Richrds, W, 5-45.1 4 3 2 1 8 80 3.42
Bedrosian, H, 6 .2 1 0 0 0 2 16 3.32
Alvarez 0 1 0 0 1 0 9 2.95
Robles, H, 3 1 0 0 0 1 2 16 5.04
Anderson 1 2 1 1 0 3 24 3.86
Parker, S, 10-12 1 2 0 0 0 0 18 3.05
SEATTLE IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Leake, L, 8-5 4 9 4 3 1 4 87 4.11
Rumbelow 2 2 2 2 1 0 30 4.26
Bradford 1 1 0 0 0 0 16 2.73
Vincent 1 1 1 0 1 0 23 4.10
Elias 1 0 0 0 0 0 11 1.46
Leake pitched to 3 batters in the 5th.
Alvarez pitched to 2 batters in the 7th.
Inherited runners-scored—Bedrosian 2-1,
Robles 2-0, Rumbelow 2-0. WP—Anderson.
Umpires—Home, Brian Gorman First, Mike
Muchlinski Second, Adrian Johnson Third,
Tripp Gibson.
T—3:33. A—39,518 (47,943).

METS 6, BLUE JAYS 3
NEW YORK AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Nimmo cf 3 1 1 1 2 1 .265
Bautista rf 5 1 1 1 0 1 .222
Cabrera 2b 4 0 2 1 0 0 .284
Conforto lf 3 0 1 1 1 0 .224
Flores dh 4 1 2 0 0 1 .264
Frazier 3b 4 1 2 2 0 1 .222
Smith 1b 4 0 0 0 0 1 .222
Plawecki c 3 2 1 0 1 1 .233
Reyes ss 4 0 0 0 0 2 .173
TOTALS 34 6 10 6 4 8
TORONTO AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Granderson rf 5 0 0 0 0 1 .248
Hernandez lf 4 0 1 0 0 1 .261
Solarte 3b 4 0 1 0 0 0 .250
Smoak 1b 4 0 0 0 0 1 .229
Morales dh 4 3 3 1 0 1 .238
Martin c 3 0 3 0 1 0 .178
Grichuk cf 4 0 0 0 0 1 .205
Gurriel Jr. 2b 4 0 1 2 0 0 .226
Diaz ss 4 0 0 0 0 0 .239
TOTALS 36 3 9 3 1 5
NEW YORK 001 050 000 — 6 10 0
TORONTO 010 101 000 — 3 9 0

LOB—New York 5, Toronto 7. 2B—Flores (13),
Plawecki (9), Solarte (18), Morales (11).
HR—Frazier (10), off Stroman Morales (9),
off Oswalt. RBIs—Nimmo (26), Bautista (19),
Cabrera (48), Conforto (26), Frazier 2 (32),
Morales (27), Gurriel Jr. 2 (13). CS—Frazier
(1).
Runners left in scoring position—New York
3 (Conforto, Flores, Plawecki) Toronto 3
(Smoak, Gurriel Jr., Diaz). RISP—New York 4
for 10 Toronto 1 for 7.
Runners moved up—Reyes. GIDP—Cabrera,
Frazier.
DP—Toronto 2 (Gurriel Jr., Diaz, Smoak),
(Gurriel Jr., Diaz, Smoak).
NEW YORK IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Oswalt 4 5 2 2 1 2 65 7.94
Lugo, W, 3-3 3 3 1 1 0 2 37 2.70
Blevins, H, 5 .2 1 0 0 0 1 11 4.79
Gsellman, H, 9 .1 0 0 0 0 0 1 4.41
Familia, S, 16-20 1 0 0 0 0 0 10 3.28
TORONTO IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Stroman, L, 1-64.2 6 6 6 4 2 85 6.50
Santos 1.1 2 0 0 0 2 1718.00
Loup 1 1 0 0 0 2 18 3.94
Cruz 2 1 0 0 0 2 28 0.00
Inherited runners-scored—Gsellman 1-0,
Santos 2-1. WP—Oswalt, Cruz. PB—Martin
(2).
Umpires—Home, D.J. Reyburn First, Ryan
Blakney Second, Sam Holbrook Third, Jim
Wolf.
T—2:46. A—26,038 (53,506).

REDS 7, WHITE SOX 4
CHICAGO AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Moncada 2b 4 1 1 2 0 2 .229
Sanchez 3b 4 0 1 1 0 1 .257
Abreu 1b 3 0 0 0 1 1 .265
A.Garcia rf 3 0 1 0 1 0 .289
Palka lf 4 1 1 1 0 3 .235
Smith c 3 0 1 0 0 0 .333
Rondon p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Cedeno p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
b-L.Garcia ph 1 0 1 0 0 0 .279
Volstad p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Minaya p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Anderson ss 4 1 1 0 0 2 .252
Engel cf 4 1 2 0 0 0 .224
Covey p 1 0 0 0 0 1 .000
Avilan p 1 0 0 0 0 1 .000
Narvaez c 2 0 0 0 0 1 .254
TOTALS 34 4 9 4 2 12
CINCINNATI AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Schebler cf-rf 4 1 0 0 1 2 .276
Barnhart c 5 0 0 0 0 1 .259
Votto 1b 4 1 2 0 0 2 .294
Gennett 2b 4 1 1 1 0 0 .331
Hughes p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Suarez 3b 4 2 2 0 0 1 .308
Winker rf 3 1 2 2 0 0 .277
1-Hamilton pr-cf 0 0 0 0 0 0 .213
Duvall lf 3 1 0 0 0 1 .203
Peraza ss 2 0 1 2 2 0 .275
Romano p 1 0 0 1 0 0 .037
Garrett p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
a-Lorenzen ph-p 1 0 0 0 0 1 .571
Blandino 2b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .221
TOTALS 32 7 8 6 3 8
CHICAGO 002 110 000 — 4 9 1
CINCINNATI 000 600 01X — 7 8 0
a-struck out for Garrett in the 6th. b-singled
for Cedeno in the 8th.
1-ran for Winker in the 6th.
E—Volstad (1). LOB—Chicago 5, Cincinnati 7.
2B—Sanchez (16), A.Garcia (6), Winker (12).
HR—Moncada (11), off Romano Palka (10),
off Romano. RBIs—Moncada 2 (40), Sanchez
(39), Palka (28), Gennett (57), Winker 2 (35),
Peraza 2 (29), Romano (1). SB—Anderson
(19). CS—Engel (3). S—Romano.
Runners left in scoring position—Chicago 2
(Abreu, Anderson) Cincinnati 4 (Schebler,
Barnhart 2, Lorenzen). RISP—Chicago 3 for 8
Cincinnati 4 for 11.
DP—Cincinnati 1 (Barnhart, Peraza).
CHICAGO IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Covey, L, 3-4 3.2 5 6 6 1 2 78 5.54
Avilan 1.1 0 0 0 0 3 18 4.15
Rondon 1 1 0 0 1 2 21 7.71
Cedeno 1 1 0 0 0 0 14 0.77
Volstad .2 1 1 0 1 1 27 4.93
Minaya .1 0 0 0 0 0 4 4.02
CINCINNATI IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Romano, W, 5-8 5 6 4 4 0 6 95 5.40
Garrett, H, 17 1 1 0 0 0 2 20 2.89
Lorenzen, H, 5 1.1 1 0 0 1 2 20 2.08
Hughes, S, 6-7 1.2 1 0 0 1 2 27 1.37
Inherited runners-scored—Avilan 1-0,
Minaya 3-0, Hughes 1-0. HBP—Covey
(Duvall), Volstad (Hamilton). WP—Romano.
Umpires—Home, Gary Cederstrom First,
Sean Barber Second, Stu Scheurwater Third,
Eric Cooper.
T—3:22. A—24,442 (42,319).

ASTROS 5, RANGERS 4, 10 INNINGS
HOUSTON AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Springer cf-rf 4 0 0 0 1 3 .251
Bregman 3b 4 0 1 1 1 1 .279
Altuve 2b 5 1 1 0 0 0 .332
Gurriel 1b 4 2 2 1 0 0 .296
Gattis dh 4 0 1 1 0 0 .249
Reddick rf-lf 4 1 3 2 1 0 .271
Gonzalez ss 4 1 0 0 1 0 .227
Federowicz c 4 0 1 0 1 0 .214
Kemp lf 4 0 0 0 0 0 .301
Marisnick cf 0 0 0 0 0 0 .188
TOTALS 37 5 9 5 5 4
TEXAS AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Choo dh 4 1 2 1 0 0 .289
Andrus ss 5 1 2 0 0 0 .268
Mazara rf 5 0 0 0 0 3 .274
Profar 3b 4 2 2 1 0 0 .244
Odor 2b 4 0 1 1 1 1 .236
Chirinos c 4 0 1 1 1 2 .210
Gallo lf-1b 5 0 0 0 0 3 .191
Guzman 1b 4 0 2 0 0 1 .238
1-Rua pr-lf 0 0 0 0 0 0 .186
DeShields cf 3 0 1 0 0 1 .232
TOTALS 38 4 11 4 2 11
HOUSTON 000 310 000 1 — 5 9 1
TEXAS 013 000 000 0 — 4 11 2
1-ran for Guzman in the 8th.
E—Federowicz (1), Profar (14), Martin (1).
LOB—Houston 9, Texas 9. 2B—Gurriel (21),
Federowicz (2), Odor (10), Chirinos (12).
HR—Reddick (8), off Minor Gurriel (5), off
Minor Choo (16), off Cole. RBIs—Bregman
(54), Gurriel (39), Gattis (57), Reddick 2
(25), Choo (41), Profar (45), Odor (22),
Chirinos (35). SB—Reddick (4), Profar (7).
SF—Gattis. S—Choo, DeShields.
Runners left in scoring position—Houston
5 (Altuve 3, Federowicz 2) Texas 7 (Choo,
Mazara 3, Gallo 2, Guzman). RISP—Houston
2 for 7 Texas 2 for 12.
Runners moved up—Gattis, Chirinos. GIDP—
Gonzalez 2, Chirinos.
DP—Houston 1 (Gonzalez, Altuve, Gurriel)
Texas 2 (Andrus, Odor, Guzman), (Andrus,
Odor, Guzman).
HOUSTON IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Cole 5 8 4 4 2 7 108 2.70
Harris 1 2 0 0 0 1 18 4.02
McHugh, W, 4-0 3 1 0 0 0 1 45 0.90
Giles, S, 12-12 1 0 0 0 0 2 11 3.94
TEXAS IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Minor 6 7 4 3 3 4 97 4.63
Leclerc 1 0 0 0 0 0 9 2.35
Diekman 1 1 0 0 0 0 9 3.68
Kela 1 0 0 0 0 0 12 3.30
Martin, L, 1-2 1 1 1 1 2 0 26 4.32
HBP—Cole (Profar), Martin (Gurriel). WP—
Cole. PB—Federowicz (1).

Umpires—Home, Quinn Wolcott First, Jeff
Kellogg Second, James Hoye Third, Marvin
Hudson.
T—3:33. A—43,592 (49,115).

ROCKIES 1, GIANTS 0
SAN FRANCISCOAB R H BI BB SO AVG.
Hernandez cf 4 0 0 0 0 2 .276
Belt 1b 4 0 1 0 0 1 .297
McCutchen rf 3 0 1 0 1 2 .259
Posey c 2 0 0 0 2 0 .289
Slater lf 3 0 0 0 0 1 .300
d-Crawford ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .310
Hanson ss 3 0 0 0 0 1 .280
Panik 2b 3 0 0 0 0 0 .241
Tomlinson 3b 2 0 1 0 0 1 .221
a-Hundley ph 1 0 0 0 0 1 .263
Sandoval 3b 0 0 0 0 0 0 .256
Suarez p 2 0 0 0 0 1 .000
b-Jackson ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .245
Watson p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
TOTALS 29 0 3 0 3 10
COLORADO AB R H BI BB SO AVG.
LeMahieu 2b 4 0 2 0 0 0 .279
Blackmon cf 3 0 1 0 1 1 .275
Arenado 3b 4 0 1 0 0 2 .312
Story ss 4 0 2 0 0 0 .279
Desmond lf-1b 4 0 0 0 0 1 .215
Iannetta c 3 1 1 1 0 0 .244
Cuevas rf 3 0 0 0 0 0 .250
Valaika 1b 3 0 0 0 0 0 .133

Parra lf 0 0 0 0 0 0 .305
Anderson p 2 0 0 0 0 2 .138
c-Murphy ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .313
Davis p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
TOTALS 31 1 7 1 1 6
SAN FRANCISCO 000 000 000 — 0 3 0
COLORADO 000 000 10X — 1 7 0
a-struck out for Tomlinson in the 8th.
b-grounded out for Suarez in the 8th. c-flied
out for Anderson in the 8th. d-lined out for
Slater in the 9th.
LOB—San Francisco 5, Colorado 7. 2B—
LeMahieu (18). HR—Iannetta (7), off Suarez.
RBIs—Iannetta (21).
Runners left in scoring position—San
Francisco 1 (Crawford) Colorado 4 (Story,
Desmond 3). RISP—San Francisco 0 for 1
Colorado 3 for 8.
Runners moved up—Blackmon.
GIDP—Suarez.
DP—Colorado 1 (Arenado, Story, Valaika).
SAN FRANCISCOIPH R ER BB SO NP ERA
Suarez, L, 3-5 7 5 1 1 0 6 89 3.92
Watson 1 2 0 0 1 0 22 1.60
COLORADO IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Anderson, W, 6-38 2 0 0 2 9 93 3.90
Davis, S, 25-29 1 1 0 0 1 1 21 4.15
Umpires—Home, Bill Miller First, Todd
Tichenor Second, Alan Porter Third, Angel
Hernandez.
T—2:15. A—48,158 (50,398).

BOX SCORES

ROUNDUP/MATCHUPS

Red Sox 3, Nationals 0: Struggling
outfielder Jackie Bradley Jr. drove in
two runs, Eduardo Rodriguez struck
out six in six scoreless innings.
Yankees 6, Braves 2: Giancarlo
Stanton hit a three-run homer, and
CC Sabathia pitched six effective
innings.
Marlins 3, Rays 0: Jose Urena and
three relievers combined on a
four-hitter, and Miami shook off the
hangover from a 16-inning loss.
Cubs 5, Tigers 2: Javier Baez stole
home and Willson Contreras hit a tie-
breaking homer to lead Chicago past
Detroit for its sixth straight victory.
Phillies 4, Orioles 1: Aaron Nola stuck
out nine in seven splendid innings.
Athletics 4, Padres 2: Stephen
Piscotty doubled three times and had
three RBI for Oakland..
Brewers 3, Twins 2: Nate Orf hit a
solo homer in Milwaukee’s two-run

seventh after going hitless in his first
seven major league at-bats.
Angels 7, Mariners 4: Kole Calhoun
homered and drove in three runs as
the Angels snapped the Mariners’
eight-game winning streak.
Mets 6, Blue Jays 3: Todd Frazier
homered during a five-run fifth for
the Mets.
Rockies 1, Giants 0: Tyler Anderson
pitched eight stellar innings for
Colorado.
Reds 7, White Sox 4: Sal Romano
dropped down a key suicide squeeze
during a six-run fourth inning.
Astros 5, Rangers 4, 10 innings: Evan
Gattis hit a sacrifice fly in the 10th
inning to lift Houston.

LATE
Cleveland at Kansas City
Pittsburgh at L.A. Dodgers
St. Louis at Arizona

TODAY’S PITCHING COMPARISON

NATIONAL LEAGUE
2018 TEAM LAST THREE STARTS

TEAMS PITCHERS TIME W-L ERA REC W-L IP ERA
Miami Lopez (R) 1-0 3.00 1-0 1-0 6.0 3.00
Washington Hellickson (R) 7:05p 2-1 2.63 6-4 1-1 10.0 4.50

Atlanta Fried (L) 1-2 2.55 2-0 1-0 11.2 0.77
Milwaukee Chacin (R) 8:10p 6-3 3.71 12-6 0-2 15.2 5.74

SanDiego Lauer (L) 3-5 5.08 3-10 0-1 17.0 2.12
Arizona Miller (R) 9:40p 0-2 11.42 0-2 0-2 8.2 11.42

St. Louis Weaver (R) 4-7 5.36 8-9 1-1 15.1 8.22
San Fran. Cueto (R) 10:15p 3-0 0.84 4-1 2-0 19.0 0.95

AMERICAN LEAGUE
2018 TEAM LAST THREE STARTS

TEAMS PITCHERS TIME W-L ERA REC W-L IP ERA
Texas Gallardo (R) 2-0 9.00 3-0 2-0 17.2 6.11
Detroit Boyd (L) 7:10p 4-6 4.18 8-8 0-2 13.0 9.69

Baltimore Cashner (R) 2-8 4.48 4-12 0-0 16.0 2.25
Minnesota Slegers (R) 8:10p 0-0 3.38 0-0 0-0 0.0 0.00

Chicago Rodon (L) 1-3 4.55 1-4 1-2 19.2 5.03
Houston Verlander (R) 8:10p 9-4 2.12 10-8 0-2 18.1 4.91

Los Angeles Barria (R) 5-4 3.40 5-6 0-2 14.1 5.65
Seattle Gonzales (L) 10:10p 8-5 3.77 11-6 1-2 21.1 5.06

KEY: TEAM REC-Team’s Record in games started by today’s pitcher.
VS OPP-Pitcher’s record versus this opponent.

THIS DATE IN BASEBALL

JULY 5
1935: Tony Cuccinello of the Dodgers and his brother
Al: for the Giants: each hit home runs in the same game
to mark the first time in major league history that
brothers on opposing teams connected for homers.
Brooklyn beat New York 14-4.
1947: Larry Doby became the first black to play in the
American League. He struck out as a pinch-hitter as
Cleveland lost 6-5 to the White Sox.
1987:Mark McGwire became the first rookie to hit 30
homers before the All-Star break and Jose Canseco
homered twice, leading the Oakland Athletics to a 6-3
victory over the Boston Red Sox.
1993: Rickey Henderson of the Oakland Athletics
opened both games of a doubleheader with a homer
to become the second player to accomplish the feat.
Harry Hooper of the Boston Red Sox homered to start
both games against Washington on May 30, 1913.
1998: Toronto’s Roger Clemens became the 11th pitcher
in baseball history to notch 3,000 strikeouts during a
2-1 win over Tampa Bay.
1998: Juan Gonzalez became the second player to top
100 RBIs before the All-Star break, homering in the first
and seventh innings off Seattle’s Randy Johnson to
improve his major league-leading total to 101.
1998: San Diego’s Andy Ashby threw only 75 pitches for
a 7-2 complete game victory over the Colorado Rockies.
Ashby, who also had an RBI double, pitched a five-hit-
ter, faced 30 batters, struck out two and walked none.
2000: Luis Gonzalez became the first player in franchise
history to hit for the cycle as Arizona beat Houston
12-9.2004: Eric Gagne’s streak of 84 consecutive saves
ended when he blew a two-run lead for the Los Angeles
Dodgers, who came back to beat the Arizona Diamond-
backs 6-5 in 10 innings.
2005: Boston’s Manny Ramirez hit his 20th grand slam
in a 7-4 win over Texas, passing Eddie Murray for sole
possession of second place on the career list. Lou
Gehrig hit 23.
2016: The Chicago Cubs became the first team since
the 1976 Cincinnati Reds’ Big Red Machine to have five
players voted as All-Star Game starters when their
entire infield earned the honor along with center fielder
Dexter Fowler. First baseman Anthony Rizzo, second
baseman Ben Zobrist, shortstop Addison Russell and
third baseman Kris Bryant also were elected. The only
other team to start four infielders was the 1963 St.
Louis Cardinals.

TUESDAY’S GAMES
American League
Houston 5, Texas 3
Cleveland 6, Kansas City 4
Seattle 4, L.A. Angels 1
National League
Colorado 8, San Francisco 1
Arizona 4, St. Louis 2
L.A. Dodgers 8, Pittsburgh 3
Interleague
Chicago Cubs 5, Detroit 3
Milwaukee 2, Minnesota 0
Boston 11, Washington 4
N.Y. Yankees 8, Atlanta 5
Philadelphia 3, Baltimore 2
Toronto 8, N.Y. Mets 6
Chi. White Sox 12, Cincinnati 8, 12 inn.
Tampa Bay 9, Miami 6, 16 inn.
Oakland 6, San Diego 2

FRIDAY’S GAMES
American League
N.Y. Yankees at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Oakland at Cleveland, 7:10 p.m.
Texas at Detroit, 7:10 p.m.
Baltimore at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.
Chi. White Sox at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Boston at Kansas City, 8:15 p.m.
National League
Cincinnati at Chicago Cubs, 2:20 p.m.
Miami at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, 7:05 p.m.
Atlanta at Milwaukee, 8:10 p.m.
San Diego at Arizona, 9:40 p.m.
St. Louis at San Francisco, 10:15 p.m.
Interleague
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at L.A. Angels, 10:07 p.m.
Colorado at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.
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SCOREBOARD

PRO BASEBALL

FLORIDA STATE LEAGUE
All Times EDT
North Division
 W L Pct. GB
Clearwater (Phillies) 9 3 .750 —
Lakeland (Tigers) 8 3 .727 ½  
Dunedin (Blue Jays) 6 6 .500 3
Daytona (Reds) 6 6 .500 3
Tampa (Yankees) 6 6 .500 3
Florida (Braves) 3 8 .273 5½  
South Division
 W L Pct. GB
Fort Myers (Twins) 7 5 .583 —
Palm Beach (Cardinals) 7 6 .538 ½  
St. Lucie (Mets) 6 6 .500 1
Jupiter (Marlins) 5 7 .417 2
Charlotte (Rays) 5 7 .417 2
Bradenton (Pirates) 4 9 .308 3½  

Wednesday’s Games
Jupiter at Lakeland, 5 p.m.
Palm Beach 11, Daytona 1
St. Lucie 3, Bradenton 2
Clearwater at Tampa, late
Charlotte at Florida, ppd.
Dunedin at Fort Myers, ppd.
Thursday’s Games
Daytona at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Jupiter at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
Bradenton at St. Lucie, 6:30 p.m.
Clearwater at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
Charlotte at Florida, 6:31 p.m.
Dunedin at Fort Myers, 7 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Charlotte at Clearwater, 6:15 p.m.
Florida at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at St. Lucie, 6:30 p.m.
Fort Myers at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
Jupiter at Daytona, 7:05 p.m.

Note: Wednesday’s game between Charlotte 
and Florida was suspended due to rain with 
the Stone Crabs leading 4-2 in the 5th. It 
will be completed as part of a doubleheader 
beginning at 4 p.m. on Thursday.

ODDS

PREGAME.COM LINE
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
Today
National League
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
at Washington -180 Miami +165
at Milwaukee Off Atlanta Off
at Arizona -150 San Diego +140
at San Francisco -129 St. Louis +119

American League
at Houston -265 Chicago +235
at Detroit -105 Texas -105
at Minnesota Off Baltimore Off
at Seattle -108 Los Angeles -102
Updated Odds Available at Pregame.com

TRANSACTIONS

BASEBALL
American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Signed SS Cadyn 
Grenier to a minor league contract.
BOSTON RED SOX — Optioned RHP William 
Cuevas to Pawtucket (IL). Reinstated RHP 
Tyler Thornburg from the 10-day DL.
CLEVELAND INDIANS — Signed OFs Steven 
Kwan and Korey Holland to minor league 
contracts.
DETROIT TIGERS — Recalled OF Jim Adduci 
from Toledo (IL).
HOUSTON ASTROS — Optioned 1B AJ Reed to 
Fresno (PCL).
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Optioned UT Kaleb 
Cowart to Salt Lake (PCL). Placed LHP Tyler 
Skaggs and OF Chris Young on the 10-day 
DL, Skaggs retroactive to July 1. Recalled OF 
Jabari Blush and RHP Deck McGuire from Salt 
Lake. Reinstated RHP Garrett Richards from 
the 10-day DL.
NEW YORK YANKEES — Placed INF Gleyber 
Torres on the 10-day DL, effective July 5.
TAMPA BAY RAYS — Sent RHP Chris Archer to 
Charlotte (FSL) for a rehab assignment.
TEXAS RANGERS — Recalled RHP Chris 
Martin from Round Rock (PCL). Placed RHP 
Tony Barnette on the 10-day DL.
TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Assigned 3B Gio 
Urshela outright to Buffalo (IL).
National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Optioned OF Michael 
Reed and RHP Evan Phillips to Gwinnett (IL). 
Recalled LHP Luiz Gohara from Gwinnwett.
CHICAGO CUBS — Designated C Chris 
Gimenez for assignment. Recalled C Victor 
Caratini from Iowa (PCL).
CINCINNATI REDS — Optioned OF-INF 
Brandon Dixon to Louisville (IL). Recalled 
RHP Tanner Rainey and LHP Cody Reed from 
Louisville. Traded RHPs Dylan Floro and 
Zach Neal and international signing bonus 
pool space to the Los Angeles Dodgers for 
RHPs James Marinan and Anerurys Zabala. 
Assigned Marinan to Billings (Pioneer) and 
Zabala to Dayton (MWL).
MIAMI MARLINS — Placed OF Lewis Brinson 
and RHP Sandy Alcantara on the 10-day DL. 
Recalled LHP Dillon Peters from New Orleans 
(PCL).
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Signed 2B Ryan 
Goins to a minor league contract.
PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Placed RHP Joe 
Musgrove on the 10-day DL, retroactive to 
June 30. Recalled LHP Josh Smoker from 
Indianapolis (IL).
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Signed 3B Malcom 
Nunez and RHP Victor Villanueva to minor 
league contracts.
SAN DIEGO PADRES — Placed RHP Kirby 
Yates on paternity leave. Optioned RHP 
Colten Brewer to El Paso (PCL). Recalled RHP 
Luis Perdomo from El Paso.
SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Optioned RHP 
Pierce Johnson to Sacramento (PCL). Recalled 
INF Kelby Tomlinson from Sacramento.
WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Designed LHP 
Tim Collins for assignment. Reinstated 1B 
Matt Adams from the 10-day DL.
American Association
CLEBURNE RAILROADERS — Released C Derek 
Shomon and C Shelby Ford. Signed RHP Torey 
Deshazier.
FARG0-MOORHEAD REDHAWKS — Signed RHP 
Brandon Barker.
GARY SOUTHSHORE RAILCATS — Traded OF 
John Price Jr. to Gateway (Frontier) for future 
considerations.
KANSAS CITY T-BONES — Sold the contract of 
LHP James Buckelew to the Chicago Cubs. Signed 
RHP Marcus Crescentini.
LINCOLN SALTDOGS — Released OF Chad 
Hinshaw. Signed UT T.J. Bennett and RHP Dillon 
Sunnafrank.
ST. PAUL SAINTS — Released LHP Jeff Malm.
SIOUX FALLS CANARIES — Signed RHP Jake Esch.
WICHITA WINGNUTS — Announced INF Fernando 
Perez signed with Toros De Tijuana (Mexico). 
Signed INF Graylin Derke.
Can-Am League 
NEW JERSEY JACKALS — Released INF Gerald 
Bautista.
ROCKLAND BOULDERS — Released RHP Kagen 
Hopkins.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS — Signed G Collin 
Sexton.

FOOTBALL
Canadian Football League
EDMONTON ESKIMOS — Signed DL Mark 
Mackie and DB Brian Walker.

HOCKEY
American Hockey League
STOCKTON HEAT — Named Joe Cirella as-
sistant coach.

SOCCER

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T PTS GF GA
Atlanta United FC 11 4 4 37 40 23
New York Red Bulls 10 4 2 32 34 16
New York City FC 9 4 4 31 34 24
Columbus 8 5 6 30 24 19
New England 7 4 6 27 30 25
Chicago 6 7 5 23 27 31
Montreal 7 11 0 21 22 31
Philadelphia 6 8 3 21 21 25
Orlando City 6 10 1 19 24 37
Toronto FC 4 10 3 15 27 34
D.C. United 2 7 4 10 21 27

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T PTS GF GA
FC Dallas 10 2 5 35 28 19
Sporting Kansas City 9 3 5 32 31 18
Los Angeles FC 9 4 4 31 37 27
Portland 7 3 5 26 24 21
Real Salt Lake 7 8 2 23 21 32
Vancouver 6 7 5 23 26 35
Houston 6 6 4 22 33 26
LA Galaxy 6 7 3 21 25 26
Minnesota United 6 10 1 19 23 33
Colorado 4 9 3 15 20 28
Seattle 3 9 3 12 13 21
San Jose 2 9 6 12 28 35
3 points for victory, 1 point for tie

June 29
FC Dallas 1, Minnesota United 0
June 30
Portland 3, Seattle 2
Atlanta United FC 4, Orlando City 0
Montreal 2, Sporting Kansas City 0
Columbus 2, Real Salt Lake 1
New England 3, D.C. United 2
Chicago 3, New York City FC 2
Los Angeles FC 4, Philadelphia 1
Los Angeles Galaxy 3, San Jose 3, tie
July 1
New York Red Bulls 1, Toronto FC 0
Colorado 1, Vancouver 0
Tuesday’s Game
Los Angeles FC 2, Houston 2, tie
Wednesday’s Games
Minnesota United 4, Toronto FC 3
FC Dallas 3, Atlanta United FC 2
Seattle at Colorado, late
Sporting Kansas City at Real Salt Lake, late
D.C. United at Los Angeles Galaxy, late
Saturday’s Games
Orlando City at Los Angeles FC, 4:30 p.m.
Colorado at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle at New England, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta United FC at Philadelphia, 8 p.m.
Toronto FC at Sporting Kansas City, 8:30 p.m.
Minnesota United at Houston, 9 p.m.
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake, 10 p.m.
Chicago at Vancouver, 10:30 p.m.
Columbus at LA Galaxy, 10:30 p.m.
San Jose at Portland, 11 p.m.
Sunday’s Game
New York at New York City FC, 7 p.m.

NATIONAL WOMEN’S
SOCCER LEAGUE
All times Eastern
 W L T PTS GF GA
North Carolina 11 1 3 36 31 13
Seattle 6 3 5 23 15 12
Orlando 6 5 4 22 21 20
Chicago 5 3 7 22 21 17
Utah 5 3 6 21 13 11
Portland 5 5 5 20 20 20
Houston 4 5 5 17 16 21
Washington 2 9 4 10 10 20
Sky Blue FC 0 10 3 3 10 23
3 points for victory, 1 point for tie.

June 30
North Carolina 3, Orlando 0
Utah 0, Seattle 0, tie
Portland 1, Sky Blue 1, tie
July 1
Chicago 2, Washington 0
Wednesday’s Game
Chicago at North Carolina, late
Friday’s Game
Utah at Portland, 11 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Chicago at Sky Blue FC, 7 p.m.
Washington at Orlando, 7:30 p.m.
Houston at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Wednesday, July 11
Washington at North Carolina, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Utah at Seattle, 10:30 p.m.

2018 U.S. MEN’S TEAM
RESULTS/SCHEDULE
All times Eastern
(Record: Won 2, Lost 0, Tied 3)
Sunday, Jan. 28 - United States 0, Bosnia-
Herzogovina 0
Tuesday, March 27 — United States 1, 
Paraguay 0
Monday, May 28 — United States 3, Bolivia 0
Saturday, June 2 — Ireland 1, United States 1
Saturday, June 9 — United States 1, France 1
Friday, Sept. 7 — vs. Brazil at East Rutherford, 
N.J. (tentative)
Tuesday, Sept. 11 — vs. Mexico at Nashville, 
Tenn., 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 15 — vs. England at London 
(tentative)
Tuesday, Nov. 20 — vs. Italy (tentative)

FIFA WORLD CUP
All times Eastern
 SECOND ROUND
(ROUND OF 16)
June 30
At Kazan, Russia
France 4, Argentina 3
At Sochi, Russia
Uruguay 2, Portugal 1
July 1
At Moscow
Russia 1, Spain 1 (Russia wins 4-3 on penalty 
kicks)
At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia
Croatia 1, Denmark 1 (Croatia wins 3-2 on 
penalty kicks)
July 2
At Samara, Russia
Brazil 2, Mexico 0
At Rostov-on-Don, Russia
Belgium 3, Japan 2
Tuesday
At St. Petersburg, Russia
Sweden 1, Switzerland 0
At Moscow
England 1, Colombia 1 (England wins 4-3 on 
penalty kicks)

QUARTERFINALS
Friday
At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia
France vs. Uruguay, 10 a.m.
At Kazan, Russia
Brazil vs. Belgium, 2 p.m.
Saturday
At Samara, Russia
Sweden vs. England, 10 a.m.
At Sochi, Russia
Russia vs. Croatia, 2 p.m.

SEMIFINALS
Tuesday, July 10
At St. Petersburg, Russia
France-Uruguay winner vs. Brazil-Belgium 
winner, 2 p.m.
Wednesday, July 11
At Moscow
Sweden-England winner vs. Russia-Croatia 
winner, 2 p.m.

THIRD PLACE
Saturday, July 14
At St. Petersburg, Russia
Semifi nals losers, 10 a.m.

WORLD CUP CHAMPIONSHIP
Sunday, July 15
At Moscow
Semifi nals winners, 11 a.m.

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L PCT GB
Washington 10 6 .625 —
Connecticut 10 7 .588 ½
Atlanta 8 8 .500 2
Chicago 6 11 .353 4½
New York 5 12 .294 5½
Indiana 2 16 .111 9
WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L PCT GB
Phoenix 13 5 .722 —
Seattle 13 5 .722 —
Los Angeles 12 6 .667 1
Minnesota 10 7 .588 2½
Dallas 8 8 .500 4
Las Vegas 6 12 .333 7

Tuesday’s Games
Seattle 77, New York 62
Indiana 71, Minnesota 59
Dallas 108, Chicago 85
Connecticut 73, Los Angeles 72
Wednesday’s Games
None scheduled
Today’s Games
New York at Washington, 7 p.m.
Indiana at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Connecticut at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Chicago at Las Vegas, 10 p.m.
Friday’s Game
Seattle at Atlanta, 7 p.m.

TENNIS

ATP WORLD TOUR/WTA TOUR
WIMBLEDON
Wednesday results from Wimbledon, at The 
All England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club, 
London (seedings in parentheses):
Men’s Singles
Second Round
Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. Lukas 
Lacko, Slovakia, 6-4, 6-4, 6-1.
Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Ivo 
Karlovic, Croatia, 6-7 (5), 3-6, 7-6 (4), 7-6 
(4), 13-11.
Adrian Mannarino (22), France, def. Ryan 
Harrison, United States, 7-5, 7-5, 7-6 (4).
Daniil Medvedev, Russia, def. Guillermo 
Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2.
Sam Querrey (11), United States, def. Sergiy 
Stakhovsky, Ukraine, 7-6 (4), 6-3, 6-3.
Gael Monfi ls, France, def. Paolo Lorenzi, Italy, 
3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3).
Mackenzie Mcdonald, United States, def. 
Nicolas Jarry, Chile, 7-6 (5), 5-7, 3-6, 6-2, 11-9.
Dennis Novak, Austria, def. Lucas Pouille (17), 
France, 6-4, 6-2, 6-7 (8), 3-6, 6-2.
Milos Raonic (13), Canada, def. John Millman, 
Australia, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (4), 7-6 (4).
Radu Albot, Moldova, def. Aljaz Bedene, 
Slovenia, 6-2, 4-6, 7-6 (3), 5-7, 6-3.

Women’s Singles
Second Round 
Karolina Pliskova (7), Czech Republic, def. 
Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, 6-3, 6-3.
Mihaela Buzarnescu (29), Romania, def. Katie 
Swan, Britain, 6-0, 6-3.
Kiki Bertens (20), Netherlands, def. Anna 
Blinkova, Russia, 6-4, 6-0.
Venus Williams (9), United States, def. 
Alexandra Dulgheru, Romania, 4-6, 6-0, 6-1.
Julia Goerges (13), Germany, def. Vera Lapko, 
Belarus, 6-2, 3-6, 6-2.
Yanina Wickmayer, Belgium, def. Andrea 
Petkovic, Germany, 6-4, 6-3.
Donna Vekic, Croatia, def. Rebecca Peterson, 
Sweden, 7-5, 6-4.
Kristina Mladenovic, France, def. Tatjana 
Maria, Germany, 6-2, 6-2.
Serena Williams (25), United States, def. 
Viktoriya Tomova, Bulgaria, 6-1, 6-4.
Evgeniya Rodina, Russia, def. Sorana Cirstea, 
Romania, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3.
Madison Keys (10), United States, def. 
Luksika Kumkhum, Thailand, 6-4, 6-3.
Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Madison Brengle, 
United States, 6-4, 6-4.
Lucie Safarova, Czech Republic, def. 
Agnieszka Radwanska (32), Poland, 7-5, 6-4.
Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. Caroline 
Wozniacki (2), Denmark, 6-4, 1-6, 7-5.

Men’s Doubles
First Round 
Ken Skupski, Britain and Neal Skupski, 
Britain, def. Ilia Bozoljac, Serbia and Damir 
Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4.
Matthew Ebden, Australia and Taylor Fritz, 
United States, def. Peter Gojowczyk, Germany 
and Benoit Paire, France, 6-3, 6-4, 6-3.
Nicolas Mahut, France and Pierre-Hugues 
Herbert (4), France, def. Marco Cecchinato, 
Italy and Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, 
6-4, 6-2, 6-4.
Roman Jebavy, Czech Republic and Andres 
Molteni, Argentina, def. Maximilian Marterer, 
Germany and Matteo Berrettini, Italy, 6-4, 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3.
Mirza Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Dusan 
Lajovic, Serbia, def. Fabrice Martin, France 
and Purav Raja, India, 6-2, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 4-6, 
11-9.
Antonio Sancic, Croatia and Andrei Vasilevski, 
Belarus, def. Taro Daniel, Japan and Yoshihito 
Nishioka, Japan, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4.
Robert Lindstedt, Sweden and Robin Haase, 
Netherlands, def. Rajeev Ram, United States 
and Ivan Dodig (10), Croatia, 7-6 (4), 7-5, 6-3.
Franko Skugor, Croatia and Dominic Inglot 
(15), Britain, def. Mischa Zverev, Germany 
and Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, 6-4, 7-5, 6-2.
Liam Broady, Britain and Scott Clayton, 
Britain, def. Frances Tiafoe, United States and 
Jackson Withrow, United States, 7-5, 6-3, 7-5.
Marcel Granollers, Spain and Pablo Cuevas 
(11), Uruguay, def. Andre Begemann, 
Germany and Yasutaka Uchiyama, Japan, 6-2, 
6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (7).
Jonathan Erlich, Israel and Marcin Matkowski, 
Poland, def. Jonathan Eysseric, France and 
Hugo Nys, France, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (4), 7-6 (8).

Women’s Doubles
First Round 
Anastassia Rodionova, Australia and Nadiia 
Kichenok, Ukraine, def. Samantha Stosur, 
Australia and Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, 
Russia, 6-2, 6-4.
Sachia Vickery, United States and Sofi a Kenin, 
United States, def. Nicola Geuer, Germany 
and Viktorija Golubic, Switzerland, 6-4, 7-6 
(1).
Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium and Monica 
Niculescu (13), Romania, def. Ajla 
Tomljanovic, Australia and Yulia Putintseva, 
Kazakhstan, 6-4, 7-5.
Su-Wei Hsieh, Taiwan and Lucie Hradecka 
(14), Czech Republic, def. Katie Boulter, 
Britain and Katie Swan, Britain, 6-3, 6-2.
Christina McHale, United States and Jelena 
Ostapenko, Latvia, def. Asia Muhammad, 
United States and Naomi Broady, Britain, 
7-5, 7-6 (3).
Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic and Nicole 
Melichar (12), United States, def. Monica 
Puig, Puerto Rico and Anett Kontaveit, 
Estonia, 6-4, 6-2.
Ana Bogdan, Romania and Kaitlyn Christian, 
United States, def. Aliaksandra Sasnovich, 
Belarus and Ying-Ying Duan, China, 6-3, 6-4.
Shuko Aoyama, Japan and Jennifer Brady, 
United States, def. Darija Jurak, Croatia and 
Qiang Wang, China, 6-2, 6-3.
Xinyun Han, China and Luksika Kumkhum, 
Thailand, def. Donna Vekic, Croatia and Maria 
Sakkari, Greece, 6-0, 6-0.
Kaia Kanepi, Estonia and Andrea Petkovic, 
Germany, def. Maria Irigoyen, Argentina and 
Carina Witthoeft, Germany, 6-4, 6-3.

GOLF

UPCOMING TOURNAMENTS
All times Eastern
PGA TOUR
A MILITARY TRIBUTE AT THE GREENBRIER
Site: White Sulphur Springs, W.Va.
Course: The Greenbrier (The Old White TPC). 
Yardage: 7,286. Par: 70.
Purse: $7.3 million. Winner’s share: 
$1,314,000.
Television: Today-Friday, 3:30-6:30 p.m. (Golf 
Channel); Saturday-Sunday, 1-2:45 p.m. (Golf 
Channel), 3-6 p.m. (CBS Sports).
Defending champion: Xander Schauffele.
Last week: Francesco Molinari won the 
Quicken Loans National.
FedEx Cup leader: Dustin Johnson.
Notes: The tournament changed its name to 
refl ect a military theme. ... This will be the 
last time the tournament is held in the sum-
mer. It originally was scheduled to move to 
the fall, assuming it continues. ... This is only 
the eighth time the tournament is being held. 
It was canceled in 2016 because of record 
fl ooding. ... Phil Mickelson, who is an ambas-
sador and makes TV commercials pitching the 
resort as a place for families, is in the fi eld. 
This starts three straight tournaments for 
Mickelson through the British Open. ... Bubba 
Watson, who already has three victories this 
year on the PGA Tour, has a summer home 
at The Greenbrier and is playing the tourna-
ment. ... Webb Simpson originally planned 
to have his wife, Dowd, caddie for him this 
week. That’s no longer the case because 
she is pregnant with their fi fth child. ... The 
leading four players from the top 12 not 
already eligible for the British Open will get a 
spot at Carnoustie. ... Stuart Appleby won the 
inaugural tournament in 2010 by closing with 
a 59. Appleby and David Duval are the only 
players with sub-60 scores in the fi nal round 
to win on the PGA Tour.
Next week: John Deere Classic.
Online: www.pgatour.com
 
EUROPEAN TOUR
DUBAI DUTY FREE IRISH OPEN
Site: Donegal, Ireland.
Course: Ballyliffi n GC. Yardage: 7,462. Par: 72.
Purse: $7 million. Winner’s share: $1,666,667.
Television: Today-Friday, 5:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. (Golf Channel); Saturday, 7:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. (Golf Channel); Sunday, 7 a.m. to 
noon (Golf Channel).
Defending champion: Jon Rahm.
Last week: Alex Noren won the French Open.
Race to Dubai leader: Patrick Reed.
Notes: Rory McIlroy’s foundation is the host 

of the tournament, and the fi eld has strength-
ened in recent years, though it features only 
two from the top 10 in the world in McIlroy 
and Rahm. ... Rahm won the fi rst of his three 
European Tour events last year. ... This is 
the fi rst time the Irish Open has been held 
at Ballyliffi n since 2000, when Patrik Sjoland 
won. ... Ben Crenshaw is the only American 
to win the Irish Open, in 1976 when it was 
held at Portmarnock. ... McIlroy won the Irish 
Open two years ago when it was held at The K 
Club. ... Patrick Reed has been atop the Race 
to Dubai standings since winning the Masters. 
... Noren’s victory in the French Open was his 
seventh in the last four years. The leading 
three players from the top 10 not already 
eligible will get into the British Open.
Next week: Aberdeen Asset Management 
Scottish Open.
Online: www.europeantour.com
 
LPGA TOUR
THORNBERRY CREEK LPGA CLASSIC
Site: Oneida, Wis.
Course: Thornberry Creek at Oneida. Yardage: 
6,624. Par: 72.
Purse: $2 million. Winner’s share: $300,000.
Television: Today-Friday, 6:30-8:30 p.m. (Golf 
Channel); Saturday-Sunday, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
(Golf Channel).
Defending champion: Katherine Kirk.
Last week: Sung Hyun Park won the KPMG 
Women’s PGA Championship.
Race to CME Globe leader: Ariya Jutanugarn.
Notes: Sung Hyun Park, fresh off her second 
major, is playing this week. Also playing 
are Ariya and Moriya Jutanugarn, Brooke 
Henderson, Nasa Hataoka and Lydia Ko. ... 
South Korea will be the No. 1 seed for the UL 
International Crown later this year, featuring 
a four-player team of Sung Hyun Park, Inbee 
Park, So Yeon Ryu and I.K. Kim, who earned 
the fourth spot with her tie for eighth at 
the Women’s PGA. They have combined for 
12 majors. ... Hataoka already has earned 
$932,952, with $590,806 of that coming in the 
last two weeks after a victory in Arkansas 
and a playoff loss in the Women’s PGA. The 
Japanese star is 31 under in her last seven 
rounds. ... Charley Hull of England is the only 
player to register top 10s in all three LPGA 
majors this year. She tied for 10th in the 
U.S. Women’s Open, tied for sixth in the ANA 
Inspiration and shot 67 on Sunday to move 
into a tie for sixth in the Women’s PGA. ... 
Sung Hyun Park and Ariya Jutanugarn are 
the only multiple winners on the LPGA Tour 
this year.
Next week: Marathon Classic.
Online: www.lpga.com
 
WEB.COM TOUR
LECOM HEALTH CHALLENGE
Site: Findley Lake, N.Y.
Course: Peek’n Peak Resort (Upper Course). 
Yardage: 7,058. Par: 72.
Purse: $600,000. Winner’s share: $108,000.
Television: Today-Friday, 1:30-3:30 p.m. (Golf 
Channel); Saturday-Sunday, 3-5:30 p.m. (Golf 
Channel).
Defending champion: Chesson Hadley.
Last week: Anders Albertson won the Lincoln 
Land Championship.
Money leader: Sungjae Im.
Next week: Utah Championship.
Online: www.pgatour.com/webcom
 
PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS
Last week: David Toms won the U.S. Senior 
Open.
Next week: Constellation Senior Players 
Championship.
Charles Schwab Cup leader: David Toms.
Online: www.pgatour.com/champions

2017-18 PGA TOUR WINNERS/SCHEDULE
Oct. 5-8 — Safeway Open (Brendan Steele)
Oct. 12-15 — CIMB Classic (Pat Perez)
Oct. 19-22 — The CJ Cup at Nine Bridges (Justin 
Thomas)
Oct. 26-29 — WGC-HSBC Champions (Justin Rose)
Oct. 26-29 — Sanderson Farms Championship 
(Ryan Armour)
Nov. 2-5 — Shriners Hospital for Children Open 
(Patrick Cantlay)
Nov. 9-12 — OHL Classic at Mayakoba (Patton 
Kizzire)
Nov. 16-19 — RSM Classic, Sea Island Resort 
(Austin Cook)
Nov. 30-Dec. 3 — Hero World Challenge (Rickie 
Fowler)
Dec. 8-10 — QBE Shootout (Sean O’Hair,  Steve 
Stricker)
Jan. 4-7 — Sentry Tournament of Champions 
(Dustin Johnson)
Jan. 11-14 —  Sony Open (Patton Kizzire)
Jan. 18-21 — CareerBuilder Challenge (Jon Rahm)
Jan. 25-28 — Farmers Insurance Open, Torrey Pines 
GC (South, North), San Diego (Jason Day)
Feb. 1-4 — Waste Management Phoenix Open 
(Gary Woodland)
Feb. 8-11 — AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am (Ted 
Potter, Jr.)
Feb. 15-18 — Genesis Open (Bubba Watson)
Feb. 22-25 — Honda Classic (Justin Thomas)
March 1-4 — WGC-Mexico Championship (Phil 
Mickelson)
March 8-11 — Valspar Championship (Paul Casey)
March 15-18 — Arnold Palmer Invitational (Rory 
McIlroy)
March 21-25 — WGC-Dell Technologies Match Play 
(Bubba Watson)
March 22-25 — Corales Puntacana Resort & Club 
Championship (Brice Garnett)
March 29-April 1 — Houston Open (Ian Poulter)
April 5-8 — The Masters (Patrick Reed)
April 12-15 — RBC Heritage (Satoshi Kodaira)
April 19-22 — Valero Texas Open (Andrew Landry)
April 26-29 — Zurich Classic of New Orleans (Billy 
Horschel/Scott Piercy)
May 3-6 — Wells Fargo Championship (Jason Day)
May 10-13 — The Players Championship (Webb 
Simpson)
May 17-20 — AT&T Byron Nelson (Aaron Wise)
May 24-27 — Fort Worth Invitational (Justin Rose)
May 31-June 3 — Memorial Tournament (Bryson 
DeChambeau)
June 7-10 — FedEx St. Jude Classic (Dustin 
Johnson)
June 14-17 — U.S. Open (Brooks Koepka)
June 21-24 — Travelers Championship, TPC River 
Highlands, Cromwell, Conn.
June 28-July 1 — The National, TBA
July 5-8 — The Greenbrier Classic, The Greenbrier 
(The Old White TPC), White Sulphur Springs, W.Va.
July 12-15 — John Deere Classic, TPC Deere Run, 
Silvis, Ill.
July 19-22 — British Open, Carnoustie GC, 
Carnoustie, Scotland
July 19-22 — Barbasol Championship, Robert Trent 
Jones Trail (Grand National Lake), Auburn, Ala.
July 26-29 — RBC Canadian Open, Glen Abbey GC, 
Oakville, Ontario
Aug. 2-5 — WGC-Bridgestone Invitational, 
Firestone CC (South Course), Akron, Ohio
Aug. 2-5 — Barracuda Championship, Montreux 
Golf and CC, Reno, Nev.
Aug. 9-12 — PGA Championship, Bellerive CC, 
St. Louis
Aug. 16-19 — Wyndham Championship, Sedgefi eld 
CC, Greensboro, N.C.
Aug. 23-26 — The Northern Trust, Ridgewood CC, 
Paramus, N.J.
Aug. 31-Sept. 3 — Dell Technologies Championship, 
TPC Boston, Norton, Mass.
Sept. 6-9 — BMW Championship, Aronimink GC, 
Newtown Square, Pa.
Sept. 20-23 — Tour Championship, East Lake GC, 
Atlanta
Sept. 28-30 — Ryder Cup, Le Golf National 
(Albatross Course), Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines, 
France

AUTO RACING

UPCOMING RACES
All times Eastern
NASCAR MONSTER ENERGY CUP
COKE ZERO SUGAR 400
Site: Daytona Beach, Florida.
Schedule: Thursday, practice, 2:05 & 4:05 
p.m. (NBCSN); Friday, qualifying, 4:10 p.m. 
(NBCSN); Saturday, race, 7 p.m., NBCSN.
Track: Daytona International Speedway (oval, 
2.5 miles).
Race distance: 400 miles, 160 laps.
Last year: Ricky Stenhouse Jr. won after 
starting sixth.
Last race: Kyle Busch took the checkered fl ag 
at Chicagoland for the fi fth time in 2018.
Fast facts: Busch and Kevin Harvick each have 
fi ve wins in their fi rst 17 starts of the season. 
That’s only happened one other time since 
1977, as Denny Hamlin and Jimmie Johnson 
had fi ve victories by this point in the season 
in 2010. ...The last six races at Daytona have 
been determined by less than a half-second, 
and a 2007 race was the third closest since 
the inception of electronic scoring and timing. 
Jamie McMurray beat Kyle Busch by 0.005 
seconds 11 years ago. ... William Byron leads 

Bubba Wallace by 37 points in the rookie of 
the year standings.
Next race: Quaker State 400, July 14, 
Kentucky Speedway, Sparta, Kentucky.
Online: www.nascar.com

NASCAR XFINITY
COCA-COLA FIRECRACKER 250
Site: Daytona Beach, Florida
Schedule: Thursday, practice, 1:05 & 3:05 
p.m. (NBCSN); Friday, qualifying, 2:10 p.m. 
(NBCSN), race, 7:30 p.m., NBCSN.
Track: Daytona International Speedway.
Race distance: 250 miles, 100 laps.
Last year: William Byron won at Daytona, his 
second straight victory.
Last race: Kyle Larson won at Chicagoland 
from the pole.
Fast facts: The last six series races at Daytona 
have produced six different winners. ...JR 
Motorsports has taken fi rst in fi ve of the 
last nine events at the track, including Tyler 
Reddick earlier this season. ...Cole Custer is 
atop the series standings for the fi rst time 
in his career. Custer is three points ahead of 
Daniel Hemric and four points better than 
Elliott Sadler. ...Justin Haley will make his 
series debut in the No. 23 Chevrolet for GMS 
Racing.
Next race: Alsco 300, July 13, Kentucky 
Speedway.
Online: www.nascar.com
 
NASCAR CAMPING WORLD TRUCK
Last race: Brett Moffi tt won for the second 
time in three starts at Chicagoland.
Next race: Buckle Up in Your Truck 225, July 
12, Kentucky Speedway.
Online: www.nascar.com
 
VERIZON INDYCAR
IOWA CORN 300
Site: Newton, Iowa
Schedule: Saturday, practice, 11:15 a.m., 
qualifying, 3:30 p.m. (NBCSN), practice, 6:45 
p.m.; Sunday, race, 2 p.m., NBCSN.
Track: Iowa Speedway (oval, 0.894 miles)
Race distance: 268.2 miles, 300 laps.
Last year: Former series star Helio 
Castroneves took fi rst at Iowa.
Last race: Josef Newgarden won for the third 
time in 2018 at Road America.
Fast facts: Iowa will be the fourth oval race of 
the season. Newgarden (Phoenix), Will Power 
(Indianapolis) and Scott Dixon (Texas) won 
the fi rst three. ... . Ryan Hunter-Reay is the 
only active driver to take fi rst at Iowa more 
than once. He won in 2012, 2014 and 2015. ... 
No pole sitter has won in Newton in 11 tries. 
... Matheus Leist took the Indy Lights race at 
Iowa in 2017 after starting 10th.
Next race: Honda Indy Toronto, July 15, 
Streets of Toronto, Toronto.
Online: www.indycar.com
 
FORMULA ONE
BRITISH GRAND PRIX
Site: Silverstone, England
Schedule: Friday, practice, 5 & 9 a.m.; 
Saturday, practice, 6 a.m., qualifying, 9 a.m.; 
Sunday, race, 9:10 a.m.
Track: Silverstone Circuit (3.66 miles).
Race distance: 190.3 miles, 52 laps.
Last year: Lewis Hamilton won from the pole 
on his home track.
Last race: Max Verstappen won his fi rst race 
of the season in Austria.
Fast facts: Hamilton, Valterri Bottas and 
Daniel Ricciardo were among six drivers 
whose races ended early last week. Those 
issues helped shake up the standings, with 
Sebastian Vettel vaulting over Hamilton for 
fi rst place. But Vettel’s lead is by just one 
point (146-145). ... McLaren racing director 
Eric Boullier resigned this week after the 
team notched just four points in the last four 
races.
Next race: German Grand Prix, July 22, 
Hockenheimring, Hockenheim, Germany.
Online: www.formula1.com
 
NHRA MELLO YELLO DRAG RACING
NEW ENGLAND NATIONALS
Site: Epping, New Hampshire.
Schedule: Friday, qualifying, 5 & 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, qualifying, 2 & 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
fi nals, 3:37 p.m.
Track: New England Dragway
Last year: Brittany Force won in New 
Hampshire in early June 2017.
Last race: Blake Alexander claimed his fi rst 
career win in Top Fuel in Ohio.
Fast facts: Alexander qualifi ed 12th and 
beat Antron Brown, Tony Schumacher and 
Leah Pritchett before entering his second 
career fi nal round, where he took down Terry 
McMillen. ... Matt Hagan (Funny Car), Tanner 
Gray (Pro Stock) and Eddie Krawiec (Pro 
Stock Motorcycle) also claimed victories in 
Norwalk two weeks ago. It was the second 
win of the season for Hagan, a two-time 
world champion.
Next race: Mile High Nationals, July 20-22, 
Bandimere Speedway, Morrison, Colorado.
Online: www.nhra.com
 
OTHER RACES
WORLD OF OUTLAWS: Friday & Saturday; 
FVP Platinum Battery Showdown, Cedar Lake 
Speedway, New Richmond, Wisconsin.
Online: www.woosprint.com

CYCLING

TOUR DE FRANCE STAGES
July 7 — Stage 1: Noirmoutier-en-l’Ile—
Fontenay-le-Comte, fl at (201km-124.9 miles)
July 8 — Stage 2: Mouilleron-Saint-Germain—
La Roche-sur-Yon, fl at (182.5-113.4)
July 9 — Stage 3: Cholet—Cholet, team time 
trial (35.5-22.1)
July 10 — Stage 4: La Baule—Sarzeau, fl at 
(195-121.2)
July 11 — Stage 5: Lorient—Quimper, hilly 
(204.5-127.1)
July 12 — Stage 6: Brest—Mur de Bretagne 
Guerledan, hilly (181-112.5)
July 13 — Stage 7: Fougeres—Chartres, fl at 
(231-143.5)
July 14 — Stage 8: Dreux—Amiens Metropole, 
fl at (181-112.5)
July 15 — Stage 9: Arras Citadelle—Roubaix, 
hilly (156.5-97.2)
July 16 — Rest: Annecy
July 17 — Stage 10: Annecy—Le Grand-
Bornand, high mountain (158.5-98.5)
July 18 — Stage 11: Albertville—La Rosiere 
Espace San Bernardo, high mountain 
(108.5-67.4)
July 19 — Stage 12: Bourg-Saint-Maurice 
les Arcs—Alpe d’Huez, high mountain 
(175.5-109.1)
July 20 — Stage 13: Bourg d’Oisans—Valence, 
fl at (169.5-105.3)
July 21 — Stage 14: Saint-Paul-Trois-
Chateaux—Mende, hilly (188-116.8)
July 22 — Stage 15: Millau—Carcassonne, hilly 
(181.5-112.8)
July 23 — Rest: Carcassonne
July 24 — Stage 16: Carcassonne—Bagneres-
de-Luchon, mountain (218-135.5)
July 25 — Stage 17: Bagneres-de-Luchon—
Saint-Lary-Soulan, high mountain (65-40.4)
July 26 — Stage 18: Trie-sur-Baise—Pau, fl at 
(171-106.3)
July 27 — Stage 19: Lourdes—Laruns, high 
mountain (200.5-124.6)
July 28 — Stage 20: Saint-Pee-sur-Nivelle—
Espelette, individual time trial (31-19.3)
July 29 — Stage 21: Houilles—Paris Champs-
Elysees, fl at (116-72.1)
Total — 3,351 kilometers, 2082 miles

PRO FOOTBALL

NFL
TRAINING CAMP REPORTING DATES
Rookie and veteran reporting dates
AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE
BALTIMORE RAVENS — Under Armour 
Performance Center, Owings Mills, Md. (rook-
ies: July 11; veterans: July 18)
BUFFALO BILLS — St. John Fisher College, 
Pittsford, N.Y. (both July 25)
CINCINNATI BENGALS — Paul Brown Stadium, 
Cincinnati (July 23; July 25)
CLEVELAND BROWNS — Browns Training 
Complex, Berea, Ohio (both July 25)
DENVER BRONCOS — UCHealth Training 
Center, Englewood, Colo. (July 24; July 27)
HOUSTON TEXANS — The Greenbrier, White 
Sulphur Springs, W.Va. (both July 25)
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Indiana Farm Bureau 
Football Center (July 22; July 25)
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Florida 
Blue Health & Wellness Practice Fields, 
Jacksonville, Fla. (July 18; July 25)
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Missouri Western 
State, St. Joseph, Mo. (July 22, July 25)
LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Jack Hammett 

Sports Complex, Costa Mesa, Calif. (both 
July 27)
MIAMI DOLPHINS — Baptist Health Training 
Facility, Davie, Fla. (July 18; July 25)
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Gillette Stadium, 
Foxborough, Mass. (July 22, July 25)
NEW YORK JETS — Atlantic Health Jets 
Training Center, Florham Park, N.J. (July 24; 
July 26)
OAKLAND RAIDERS — Napa Valley Marriott, 
Napa, Calif. (July 23; July 26)
PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Saint Vincent 
College, Latrobe, Pa. (July 24; July 25)
TENNESSEE TITANS — St. Thomas Sports 
Park, Nashville, Tenn. (July 22; July 25)

NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE
ARIZONA CARDINALS — University of Phoenix 
Stadium, Glendale, Ariz. (July 22; July 27)
ATLANTA FALCONS — Falcons Training 
Facility, Flowery Branch, Ga. (July 23; July 26)
CAROLINA PANTHERS — Wofford College, 
Spartanburg, S.C. (both July 25)
CHICAGO BEARS — Olivet Nazarene, 
Bourbonnais, Ill. (July 16; July 19)
DALLAS COWBOYS — Marriott Residence Inn, 
Oxnard, Calif. (both July 25)
DETROIT LIONS — Lions Training Facility, 
Allen Park, Mich. (July 19, July 26)
GREEN BAY PACKERS — St. Norbert College, 
De Pere, Wis. (both July 25)
LOS ANGELES RAMS — UC Irvine, Irvine, 
Calif. (July 23, July 25)
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Minnesota State 
University, Mankato, Minn. (July 24; July 27)
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — New Orleans 
Saints Training Facility, Metairie, La. (July 
18, July 25)
NEW YORK GIANTS — Quest Diagnostics 
Training Center, East Rutherford, N.J. (July 
22; July 25)
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — NovaCare 
Complex, Philadelphia (both July 25)
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — SAP Performance 
Facility, Santa Clara, Calif. (both July 25)
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Virginia Mason 
Athletic Center, Renton, Wash. (both July 25)
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — One Buccaneer 
Place, Tampa, Fla. (July 23, July 25)
WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Bon Secours 
Training Center, Richmond, Va. (both July 25)

CANADIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE
All times Eastern
EAST DIVISION W L T PTS PF PA
Hamilton 2 1 0 4 83 66
Montreal 1 2 0 2 43 95
Ottawa 1 1 0 2 54 41
Toronto 0 2 0 0 26 68
WEST DIVISION W L T PTS PF PA
Calgary 3 0 0 6 93 35
Edmonton 2 1 0 4 95 90
B.C. 1 1 0 2 44 51
Saskatchewan 1 2 0 2 61 82
Winnipeg 1 2 0 2 103 74

Today’s Game
Hamilton at Saskatchewan, 9 p.m.
Friday’s Game
Ottawa at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Edmonton at Toronto, 5:30 p.m.
BC at Winnipeg, 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 12
Calgary at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, July 13
Toronto at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Saturday, July 14
Winnipeg at BC, 10 p.m.

BOXING

SCHEDULE
July 7
At Astana, Kazakhstan, Beibut Shumenov 
vs. Hizni Altunkaya, 12, for the vacant WBA 
cruiserweight title.

At Save Mart Arena, Fresno, Calif. (ESPN), 
Jose Ramirez vs. Danny O’Connor, 12, for 
Ramirez’s WBC junior welterweight title; 
Egidijus Kavaliauskas vs. Juan Carlos Abreu, 
10, weltereweights; Andy Vences vs. Frank De 
Alba, 10, junior lightweights; Andy Ruiz vs. 
Kevin Johnson, 10, heavyweights.

July 13
At Kobe, Japan, Ryuya Yamanaka vs. Vic Saludar,
12, for Yamanaka’s WBO strawweight title; Reiya 
Konishi vs. Orlie Silvestre, 12, for the WBO Asia 
Pacifi c junior fl yweight title.

At Los Angeles (ESPN), Joet Gonzalez vs. Rafael 
Rivera, 10, featherweights.

July 14
At Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Lucas Matthysse 
vs. Manny Pacquiao, 12, for Matthysse’s WBA 
World welterweight title; Moruti Mthalane vs. 
Muhammad Waseem, 12, for the vacant IBF 
fl yweight title; Carlos Canizales vs. Bin Lu, 12, 
for Canizales’ WBA junior fl yweight title; Jhack 
Tepora vs. Edivaldo Ortega, 12, featherweights; 
Muhammad Farkhan vs. Abdallah Paziwapazi, 
10, light heavyweights.

At Offenburg, Germany; Tyron Zeuge vs. Rocky 
Fielding, 12, for Zeuge’s WBA super middle-
weight title

At London, George Groves vs. Callum Smith, 12, 
for Groves’ WBA super middleweight title (World 
Boxing Super Series fi nal).

At Lakefront Arena, New Orleans (ESPN), Regis 
Prograis vs. Juan Jose Velasco, 12, for Prograis’ 
WBC interim junior welterweight title; Teofi mo 
Lopez vs. William Silva, 10, lightweights.

July 20
At WinnaVegas Casino (SHO), Sloan, Iowa, Jaron 
Ennis vs. Armando Alvarez, 10, welterweights.

July 21
At Moscow, Oleksandr Usyk vs. Murat Gassiev, 
12, for undisputed cruiserweight title (World 
Boxing Super Series fi nal).

At Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas (HBO), 
Jaime Munguia vs. Liam Smith, 12, for Munguia’s
WBO junior middleweight title; Alberto Machado 
vs. Rafael Mensah, 12, for Machado’s WBA 
junior lightweight title.

July 28
At Kissimmee, Fla., Christopher Diaz vs. 
Masayuki Ito, 12, for vacant WBO junior light-
weight title; Carlos Adames vs. Artemio Reyes, 
10, welterweights.

At Staples Center, Los Angeles (SHO), Mikey 
Garcia vs. Robert Easter Jr., 12, for Garcia’s WBC 
lightweight title and Easter’s IBF lightweight title.

Aug. 3
At Sydney, Australia, Billy Dib vs. Tevin Farmer, 12, 
for the vacant IBF junior lightweight title.

At Albuquerque, N.M. (ESPN2), Antonio Orozco vs. 
Pablo Cesar Cano, 10, junior welterweights.

Aug. 4
At Sydney, Australia, Billy Dib vs. Tevin Farmer, 12, 
for vacant IBF junior lightweight title

At Hard Rock Hotel, Atlantic City, N.J. (HBO), 
Sergey Kovalev vs. Eleider Alvarez, 12, for 
Kovalev’s WBO light heavyweight title; Dmitry 
Bivol vs. Isaac Chilemba, 12, for Bivol’s WBA light 
heavyweight title.

Aug. 16
At Tokyo, Ryosuke Iwasa vs. T.J. Doheny, 12, for 
Iwasa’s IBF junior featherweight title.

Aug. 18
At Cebu City, Philippines, Donnie Nietes vs. Aston 
Palicte, 12, for vacant WBO junior bantamweight 
title.

At Belfast, Northern Ireland: Carl Frampton vs. 
Luke Jackson, 12, for Frampton’s WBO interim 
featherweight title; Cristofer Rosales vs. Paddy 
Barnes, 12, for Rosales’ WBC fl yweight title.

Sept. 15
At T-Mobile Arena, Las Vegas (PPV), Gennady 
Golovkin vs. Canelo Alvarez, 12, for Golovkin’s 
WBC and WBA middleweight titles.

CALENDAR

MLB
July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur draft picks 
subject to deadline.
July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington, D.C.
July 29 — Hall of Fame inductions, Cooperstown, 
N.Y.
July 31 — Last day to trade a player without 
securing waivers.



By GRAHAM DUNBAR
Associated Press

MOSCOW — After a 
decade of duopoly, the 
FIFA-run vote to crown 
soccer’s best player 
finally seems open to 
third parties after Lionel 
Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo left the World 
Cup early.

Neymar must help 
Brazil lift the trophy next 
week if he wants to join 
the greats, according to 
the World Cup winner 
who first took home 
FIFA’s top individual 
award.

Cutting out the play-
acting would also help 
Neymar win votes, 
1990 World Cup winner 
Lothar Matthaeus said 
Wednesday.

“We need players 
like Neymar,” said the 
former West Germany 
captain, who won the 
inaugural FIFA world 
player award in 1991. 
“But not with this acting 
what he was doing now 
in each game.”

A debate about 
Neymar faking injury and 
overreacting to tackles 
is polarizing opinion 
between European 
outrage and Brazilian 
defense.

Former England 
forward Alan Shearer 
called Neymar’s behavior 
“absolutely pathetic” 
in a British broadcast 
Monday. Neymar’s 
theatrics distracted from 
Brazil’s 2-0 win over 
Mexico that took the 
five-time champion into 
the quarterfinals.

“The criticism is 
nonsense,” Brazil great 
Ronaldo told reporters 
Wednesday. “I am against 
all these opinions you 
mentioned. I don’t think 
referees have been pro-
tecting him enough.”

Ronaldo, a three-time 
winner of FIFA’s best 
player award, and Mat-
thaeus spoke at a briefing 
about the individual acco-
lade that Lionel Messi and 
Cristiano Ronaldo have 
won five times each in the 
past decade.

With Portugal and 
Argentina both leaving 
Russia in the round of 16, 
the award seems open for a 
new winner to emerge.

“Sure, Neymar — when 
he will win the World 
Cup,” said Matthaeus. 
“You have to win titles 
with your team.”

Ronaldo and Messi 
arrived in Russia after 
Real Madrid won a third 
straight Champions 
League title and Barcelona 
won La Liga. Neymar’s 
absence since February 

with a foot injury was 
barely a blip for Paris 
Saint-Germain’s proces-
sion to win the French 
league.

“It’s easy to win the title 
in France,” Matthaeus 
said. “For me, Neymar this 
season, he did not show 
until now he can be the 
best.”

The German great 
picked out another PSG 
star, Kylian Mbappe of 
France, England captain 
Harry Kane and Croatia 
captain Luka Modric as 
potential candidates for 
the FIFA award when 
voting opens July 23.

The winner announced 
in London on Sept. 24 
is judged by a vote by 
national team coaches 
and captains, plus media 
from FIFA’s 211 member 
countries, and fans voting 
online. It is separate from 
the Golden Ball given to the 
World Cup’s best player.

Ronaldo singled out 
Neymar as a potential 
winner — noting that he 
himself won the FIFA 
award after an injury-hit 
season that peaked with 
Brazil’s World Cup title. 
Ronaldo’s eight goals in 
Japan and South Korea 
included both in the final, 
a 2-0 win over Germany.

“The results for Neymar 
with the national team are 
incredible and he’s still not 
at his best,” Ronaldo said.

Matthaeus suggested an 
11th year of Messi-Ron-
aldo dominance is likely.

“I give them maybe 
one or two years more,” 
he said, “then there will 
come a change for this 
award.”

By GERALD IMRAY
Associated Press

NIZHNY NOVGOROD, 
Russia — First, it was his 
hand. Then, his teeth. 
Luis Suarez’s feet and 
football ability are yet 
to take center stage for 
Uruguay at a World Cup.

Maybe this time, now 
that his head is right.

Like Barcelona team-
mate and close friend 
Lionel Messi, Suarez 
could be playing for his 
World Cup legacy in 
Russia. At best he has 
three games left, starting 
with Friday’s quarterfinal 
against France.

Messi’s failures at 
the World Cup have 
been well documented. 
Suarez’s experiences 
have been far rawer.

At both his previous 
tournaments, the Uru-
guay striker hasn’t just 
left disappointed, he’s 
left in disgrace, labeled 
a cheat in one and the 
world’s dirtiest player in 
the other.

“You mature, you learn 
things and you live in the 
present,” Suarez said at 
Uruguay’s team base in 
Russia in the buildup to 
the France game.

In South Africa in 2010, 
Suarez’s defining act was 
to block a goal-bound 
header from Ghana with 
his hand in the dying 
seconds of extra time in 
their quarterfinal. Suarez 
was sent off for the 
intentional handball but 
Ghana missed the result-
ing penalty.

Suarez’s clear cheat-
ing and wild celebrations 
on the side of the field 
incensed a continent as it 
helped Uruguay reach the 
semifinals at the expense 
of Africa’s last hope.

Four years ago in 
Brazil, there was an 
even more shocking exit: 
Suarez bit Italy defender 
Giorgio Chiellini in a 
group game — leaving 
visible teeth marks in Chi-
ellini’s left shoulder — and 
FIFA banned him for nine 
matches and four months, 
ending his tournament. It 
was the third time Suarez 
had been banned for biting 
an opponent.

Suarez, now 31, is back 
for another go at the 
World Cup, maybe his 
last.

At Uruguay’s base he 
appeared unaffected by 
his ignominious his-
tory at the tournament, 
answering questions from 
journalists about previous 
disciplinary breakdowns 
with no outward signs of 
discomfort. There seemed 
to be no attempts to hide 
anything, either.

Suarez has taken steps 
to address his on-field 
behavior for Uruguay, 
he said, with the help of 
Oscar Tabarez, the coach 

and former teacher who 
has been in charge for 
Suarez’s entire interna-
tional career.

“Tabarez helps a lot. 
He’s one of the best 
coaches in the world 
because of his personality, 
the way he helps players,” 
Suarez said. “Person-
ally, he has helped me 
a lot. Before games, he 
always talks to me about 
what goes on in my head. 
That’s important to me. 
That talk I have with him 
is important.”

For over a decade, 
Tabarez has worked to 
develop a specific team 
mantra in the Uruguay 
squad, putting emphasis 
on humility, work ethic 
and respect for others.

That has manifested 
itself at the team’s World 
Cup base in Russia, a 
sports center on the 
outskirts of Nizhny 
Novgorod where the 
players’ accommoda-
tion is more like school 
dormitories than five-star 
luxury.

From the camp, stories 
emerge of Uruguay’s 
best players and big-
gest stars being asked 
to clear away their own 
plates and cutlery after 
meals, wash their own 
boots, carry training 
equipment to and from 
the field, and, in a nod 
to plain good manners, 
start press conferences by 
greeting journalists with a 
“good morning” or “good 
afternoon.”

Suarez also spoke about 
the “serenity” Tabarez 
brought to the squad and 
referred to himself, once 
the troublemaker, as 
now a veteran and a role 
model.

“Now I’m one of the 
oldest, an example ... the 
younger ones look up to 
us,” Suarez said. “You get 
nervous (in games), but 
at the same time you are 
one of the ones who has to 
remain calm. You have to 
set a good example to the 
younger ones. You have 
learned how to handle 
these situations.”
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WORLD CUP: Belgium vs. Brazil

AP PHOTO

Uruguay’s Luis Suarez celebrates after the round of 16 match between Uruguay and Portugal on 
Saturday in Sochi, Russia.

WORLD CUP: Uruguay

After the hand and the bite, 
Suarez gets his head right

AP PHOTO

Belgium’s Nacer Chadli, second right, celebrates after scoring 
during the round of 16 match between Belgium and Japan 
Monday in Rostov-on-Don, Russia.

By PAN PYLAS
Associated Press

KAZAN, Russia — To 
get past Belgium in the 
quarterfinals at the 
World Cup, Brazil has 
to do something it has 
not been able to do since 
it last won the tourna-
ment in 2002: overcome 
European opposition in 
the knockout stages.

Since beating Ger-
many 2-0 in the 2002 
World Cup final, the 
five-time winner has 
been eliminated by 
European sides in 
the three subsequent 
competitions. Brazil 
lost to France and the 
Netherlands in the 
quarterfinals of the 
2006 and 2010 World 
Cups and was humili-
ated 7-1 by Germany 
in the semifinals four 
years ago at home.

Fortunately for the 
Selecao, Belgium has 
a poor record against 
South American sides 
at the World Cup. Not 
only has Belgium not 
won any of its games 
against South American 
teams in the knockout 
stages, it hasn’t even 
managed to score a goal. 
Most recently, Belgium 
lost 1-0 to Argentina in 
the 2014 quarterfinals.

The core of that side 
remains in place in 
Russia, where Belgium 

has won all four of its 
matches, including 
coming back from 2-0 
down to beat Japan in 
the round of 16 with a 
thrilling counterattack 
in the final seconds of 
injury time.

Everyone knew about 
the array of talent 
running through the 
Belgium side, from 
Thibaut Courtois in 
goal to Kevin De Bruyne 
in midfield and Eden 
Hazard and Romelu 
Lukaku up front. The 
main questions fol-
lowing disappointing 
defeats in the 2014 
World Cup and the 2016 
European Champion-
ship centered on the 
team’s character.

That 3-2 victory over 
Japan was the first time 
a team has overcome a 
two-goal deficit to win 
outright since West 
Germany beat England 
in 1970, and the first 
to do it in regulation 
since Portugal came 
from three down to beat 
North Korea in 1966. It 
has fueled confidence 
inside the Belgium camp
that it can deal with 
adversity and make the 
World Cup semifinals 
for the first time since 
1986.

“Maybe it’s this sort 
of match that we needed
for the future,” said 
Hazard, the captain.

Belgium’s scorers 
take on Brazil’s 
greedy defense

AP PHOTO

Brazil’s Neymar, top, celebrates with team mate Paulinho after 
scoring Monday in Samara, Russia.

WORLD CUP: Best Player

Neymar urged to stop acting, 
win titles to get FIFA award

AP PHOTO

France’s Kylian Mbappe celebrates after scoring Saturday in 
Kazan, Russia.

By SAMUEL PETREQUIN
Associated Press

KAZAN, Russia — 
Four years after Brazil’s 
humiliation at its home 
World Cup, Thiago Silva 
is back to his best in 
Russia, a country where 
his then-burgeoning 
career was almost tragi-
cally cut short years ago.

The 33-year-old 
Brazil center back — 
who is nicknamed “O 
Monstro” for his excep-
tional physical abilities 
— is probably playing in 
his final World Cup, and 
he has been enjoying a 
perfect tournament so 
far.

While forward 
Neymar attracted nega-
tive comments for his 
antics on the field, Silva 
has been irreproachable. 
The captain arguably 
has been the best center 
back of the tournament, 
alongside Uruguay cap-
tain Diego Godin.

Like Uruguay, Brazil 
has conceded only one 
goal in Russia so far, 
from a set piece in its 
opening 1-1 draw with 
Switzerland . And the 
Selecao’s rivals have 
managed only five shots 
on target in their four 
matches against the 
five-time champions.

Silva has been playing 

a key role in helping 
Brazil achieve those 
impressive statistics, 
anchoring the defense 
with authority and 
class. During the 2-0 
win against Mexico 
that guaranteed Brazil 
advanced to the quar-
terfinals for the seventh 
consecutive time, 
Silva was decisive both 
in the air and on the 
ground, blocked several 
shots and made two 
clearances.

“It’s a huge joy to 
be doing an excellent 
cup and to be growing 
with every game,” Silva 
said. “I’m happy about 
my performance, and 
the performance of the 
team.”

Happiness and joy 
have been hard to 
come by during some 
stretches of Silva’s 
career.

The native of Rio de 
Janeiro went through 
hard times after Brazil’s 
7-1 loss to Germany 
at the last World Cup. 
Silva did not play in that 
game because he was 
suspended, but he was 
harshly criticized and 
branded a cry baby for 
his emotional outbursts 
as he was pictured in 
tears before a penalty 
shootout against Chile 
in the round of 16.

WORLD CUP: Brazil

‘O Monstro’ Thiago 
Silva back to his 
best in World Cup
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CAPT. JOSH:
Love the publication. Keep up the good and 
interesting effort. I have a question. I live 
in the Southwind condos on the corner of 
Bal Harbor and West Marion in PGI. We have 
something of a bay between us and Fisher-
man’s Village. We have lots of aquatic activity 
in the area. Lately I have noticed that we are 
getting huge amounts of fish roiling around 
just under the surface in short blasts of activ-
ity. Any idea what’s going on? Each eruption 
looks like a pot of wildly boiling water and 
lasts for a few seconds up to 15 to 20 seconds. 
The fish are just under the surface, however, 
because of the current water conditions, we 
cannot see what kind of fish they are or what 
they are doing.

— Ames Seefeld

AMES:
There are a lot of different fish that could be making that 
ruckus, but there’s one that I think is most likely. With red 
tide present in the lower pats of the Harbor and along 
the ICW, a lot of fish have moved into the upper Harbor 
where it’s too fresh for red tide right now (to survive, 
the red tide organism needs salty water). Because of 
that, we’ve been seeing reports of many species caught 
farther up the river mouth than they usually are in the 
summer. What you’re seeing is predatory fish attacking 
smaller fish, sometimes referred to as blitzing or busting 
bait. Almost any schooling predator could be respon-
sible: Spanish mackerel, ladyfish, bluefish and tarpon 
would all be reasonable guesses. However, I’ll put my 
money on jack crevalle, which are the fish best known 
for such attacks in the mouth of the river. The school of 
baitfish might be bay anchovies (commonly called glass 
minnows), scaled sardines (commonly called white-
bait, greenbacks or pilchards), Atlantic thread herring 
(threadfins) or even menhaden. What happens below 
the dark water’s surface is the jacks dart beneath the 
school, causing the little fish to contract tightly together 

near the surface. This is called a bait ball, and it provides 
a form of protection by making it difficult for a hungry 
fish to separate out any single baitfish. To counteract 
this defense, the predators charge en masse right into 
the bait ball, causing the little fish to scatter in fear. Each 
hunter grabs as many as possible before they group up 
again. If fish could scream, you’d probably be horrified 
by the carnage that’s happening in front of you. Since 
they can’t, we toss baits right into the melee and hope to 
get hooked up on a big one. It’s a lot of fun — as long as 
you don’t think about it from a baitfish’s point of view.

— Capt. Josh Olive, WaterLine Publisher

If you have a comment or  
question for WaterLine, email it to 

Editor@WaterLineWeekly.com.

Letters are welcome on any outdoor-related subject, but we 
do have some rules. Please keep them to less than 250 words. 
Letters may be edited for length as well as grammar and 
spelling. We reserve the right to refuse any letter not signed 
with the writer’s full name. Slanderous or libelous material 
will not be published. The Letters to the Editor section is 
designed as a public forum for community discourse. The 
opinions and statements made in letters are solely those of 
the individual writers. WaterLine and Adams Publishing Group 
take no responsibility for the content of these letters. 

Human nature is to overreact or underreact. 
Rarely do we take a properly measured approach 
to anything. And so it is with the red tide bloom 
killing fish in Southwest Florida.

The overreaction is predictable and expected. 
Everything in the Harbor is dead! Our fishing 
is ruined for a generation, or maybe forever! 
Gnashing or teeth, rending of garments! 

In a few weeks or months, when the red tide 
bloom subsides, almost everyone will forget. 
How can that be? Well, most people have already 
forgotten the huge mullet kill in Punta Gorda 
in December of 2016. The only folks who seem 
to remember are the ones whose backyards 
reeked of death for a couple weeks. What about 
the repeated October blooms that hammered 
spawning redfish? Mostly forgotten — though 
everyone complains about a lack of reds.

Unless it’s an active crisis, we tend to just ignore 
the problem. But it never goes away. Red tide 
is always there, waiting for the right conditions 
to explode. We’re always here, creating huge 
amounts of nutrients from residential and agricul-
tural fertilizer runoff and waste products produced 
by ourselves and our pets and livestock. When the 
problem can be ignored, we ignore it.

That’s the real problems here. We pay no atten-
tion to the glowing coals until something dumps 
a gallon of gas on them. When the fire flares, we 
get upset and demand something be done. Then 
the gas burns itself out and we settle back into 
our easy chairs. But as long as the coals stay hot, 
there’s going to be flames again. It’s guaranteed. 

And so is the inevitable overreaction.
What we need to do is carry this feeling with us. 

Remember what it felt like when you first heard 
about thousands of dead snook on the beaches 
just as they were getting ready to spawn. Don’t 
forget that hollow feeling deep in the pit of your 
stomach. Keep it, and cultivate it — don’t let that 
fire in your belly go out. It’s what will motivate you 
to do the things that need to be done.

Which are … what, exactly, besides crying into 
our beers? This problem is of our own creation. 
Yes, red tide has always happened. Yes, red tide 
will always happen, no matter what we do. It’s 
supposed to happen. But like most other natural 
disasters, it’s supposed to be rare. 

The part we’ve played has been to add things 
to the water that aren’t supposed to be there. And 
we’re really good at it. We dump phosphorus (from 
fertilizer and mining operations) and nitrogen 
(mostly from partially treated sewage) into our 
ground and surface waters. That’s bad.

Then, to make things much worse, we concen-
trate that water and direct it into the estuary 
and sea. What do you think stormwater drainage 
means? It means we dump water into the Harbor 
and the Gulf. When you see water flowing by in a 
drainage ditch, does it look like something you’d 
like to drink? If I dip up a cupful and filter out all 
the mud and silt, would you drink the cup then? 
Of course not. But it’s somehow OK to put it and 
whatever pollutants are in it into the Harbor.

When we were few, it was no big deal. The 
solution to pollution is dilution. Nature is resilient. 

There are systems for waste management. 
Bacteria break nutrients down. Plants use them to 
grow. Animals eat the plants. It works really well.

Until we monkey with it. Adding nutrients at 
levels 10 times or more what would be natu-
rally found can’t hurt, can it? Of course it does. 
Dumping raw stormwater straight into a fish 
nursery is OK, right? Of course it isn’t.

Since we broke it, the only way it gets fixed is by 
us. And we can. Drive down Kings Highway for an 
example. The stormwater retention ponds on both 
sides of the road are full of aquatic vegetation. 
They use nutrients that would otherwise feed 
algae in Charlotte Harbor. 

Smart solutions like this are the way of the 
future, because no matter how much Capt. Van 
rails about it, development isn’t stopping — it’s 
going faster. 

That’s why we need to plan the fixes while we 
can. Plan now to avoid future failure. Septic tanks? 
They have to go. Too much nitrogen going into the 
groundwater. Lawn fertilizer? Gonna have to do 
without. Too much of it escapes and feeds algae 
(and red tide). Okeechobee? That water has to go 
south into the Everglades — basically, the same 
setup as the Kings Highway ponds. Polluted water 
in, filtered water out.

But none of this happens if we stop caring as 
soon as the red tide bloom is over. It takes a lot of 
people pushing, writing letters to the editor, to 
politicians, to get the deciders to decide to do the 
right things instead of the easy things. Are you in, 
or are you going back to sleep?

FROM THE PUBLISHER’S DESK • CAPT. JOSH OLIVE

A falling sky
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OUTDOOR NEWS BULLETIN BOARD
GOT AN EVENT COMING UP?
We’d be happy to let people know. Email your info to Editor@
WaterLineWeekly.com at least two weeks before the event. 
Submissions may be edited for length or clarity.

PLACIDA PIER REPAIR WORK 
Repairs to the Placida Fishing Pier (13120 Pier Road, Placida) are 
in progress and will be completed by approximately Aug. 8. The 
pier was closed earlier this year due to fire damage. In the interim, 
please visit Ainger Fishing Pier (1385 Beach Road, Englewood), 
El Jobean Fishing Pier (5001 El Jobean Road, El Jobean) or Boca 
Grande Fishing Pier (5810 Gasparilla Road, Placida).

NEW APP FOR PARKING PAY STATIONS
Charlotte County Community Services beach and boat ramp 
parking can now be paid with your smartphone through 
ParkMobile. Mobile Now is no longer the service provider. The 
ParkMobile app is available for both Apple and Android. To learn 
more about ParkMobile, visit ParkMobile.com. For info, contact 
Community Services at 941-625-7529.

LIVE OAK POINT CLOSED
Due to safety concerns at Live Oak Point from Hurricane Irma 
damage, as well as ongoing construction of Live Oak Point Phase 
1B, the park is closed until further notice. Live Oak Point is located 
at 5100 Tamiami Trail, Charlotte Harbor.

COMMUNITY NIGHTS AT KING FISHER FLEET
King Fisher Fleet, headquartered at Fishermen’s Village in Punta 
Gorda, offers half-price admission on sunset cruises to select groups 
and their families through Sept. 30. Tuesdays: Teachers, school 
administration, and school support staff. Wednesdays: State, county, 
and city government employees, including fire, police, and other 
first responders. Thursdays: Healthcare workers (doctor’s offices, 
retirement communities, hospitals). All community members 
employed in each category are eligible for half-price admission 
for themselves and their family members on the sunset cruise 
with proof of employment. Proof of employment includes a name 
tag with the company logo, an employee ID, or other identifying 
document. Advance reservations are recommended. For more 
information about this special offer, call 941-639-0969.

LAND-BASED SHARK FISHING WORKSHOPS
The FWC needs your input on future management of the 
shore-based shark fishery. Workshops will he held at 6 p.m. July 
18 in Bradenton at the State College of Florida Library (5840 26th 
Street West, Bradenton) and July 19 in Fort Myers at the Joseph P 
D’Alessandro Office Complex, Room 165C (2295 Victoria Ave., Fort 
Myers). Share your input by attending a workshop in person or 
comment online at MyFWC.com/SaltwaterComments.

ADULTS CAN LEARN TO SAIL
Come learn to sail or refresh your skills with Englewood Sailing 
Association’s (ESA) Summer Adult Class for those 18 and over. 
This popular four-day class is ideal for working adults since it is 
held over two consecutive weekends, July 21-22 and July 28-29, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily. The only prerequisites are the ability 
to swim and the desire to sail. Class will be held at the ESA 
Sailing Center at Indian Mound Park in Englewood. Cost is $175 
per person and registration is now open at the Englewood SKY 
Family Y. ESA instructors are certified through U.S. Sailing and are 
trained in CPR and First Aid. For additional information, contact 
Craig Keller at 941-276-3115 or the Y at 941-474-1234 or visit 
EnglewoodSailing.org. Class size is limited.

SUMMER SAILING CAMP
Learn to sail or improve your skills on beautiful Lemon Bay this 
summer. Registration is now open for youth ages 10-17 at the 
Englewood SKY Family YMCA (701 Medical Blvd, Englewood). 
Camps provide supervised instruction in the fundamentals of 
sailing and boat handling, as well as safety, seamanship and 
environmental awareness. Instruction is provided by adult U.S. 
Sailing-certified instructors. The ability to swim is a prerequisite. 
Camps will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily. The last session 
will be held July 9-13. Cost is $135 per session, with a $10 
discount for Y or ESA members. Camps are held at the ESA Sailing 
Center at Indian Mound Park (210 Winson Ave., Englewood) and 
are limited to 22 participants each. For more information, contact 

Laurie O’Gara at 908-310-7975 or the Englewood SKY Family Y at 
941-475-1234, or visit EnglewoodSailing.org. 

PLANT SOCIETY FIELD TRIP
The Mangrove Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society invites the 
public to join them July 28 for a short walk through Carlton Preserve 
(1800 Mabry Carlton Parkway, Venice). The society promotes the 
preservation, conservation and restoration of the native plants 
and native plant communities of Florida. Meetings, field trips and 
special events are free and open to the public. For more info, contact 
trail guide Al Squires at 941-769-3633 or AHSquires1@comcast.net. 

LBTD FISHING TOURNEY
The Lemon Bay Touchdown Club’s seventh annual Fishing 
Tournament is set for Aug. 4 at Boca Grande Marina (220 Harbor 
Drive, Boca Grande). Offshore anglers will fish for red grouper, 
snapper and a mystery fish. The inshore division will fish for redfish, 
trout and a mystery fish. There will be a captains meeting at 6 
p.m. Friday, Aug. 3 at Ricaltini’s (1997 Kentucky Ave., Englewood). 
Offshore boats will be released at 9 p.m. Aug. 3. Inshore boats will 
check in between 6 a.m. and 7 a.m. Aug. 4 and begin fishing at 7 
a.m. Weigh-ins will be from 2 to 5 p.m. at Boca Grande Marina, with 
an after party at 5 p.m. Team entry is $350, which includes four 
anglers, VIP bag and long-sleeve tournament shirt. More anglers 
may be added for $50 per person. Registration after Aug. 1 will 
be $400 per team. Proceeds benefit the LBHS Manta Rays football 
program. Organizers are also welcoming sponsors at all levels. For 

more info, contact Janine Vito at 941-441-7045, Ryan Johnson at 
941-586-8019, or Holly Haynes at 941-270-2479. Visit lbtdc.weebly.
com or Facebook.com/LBTDClub for updated information.

FISHIN’ TALK RADIO SEMINAR
The next event in the Fishin’ Talk Radio seminar series will be held 
Aug. 7 at Gasparilla Marina’s Waterside Grill (15001 Gasparilla Road, 
Placida). Seminars are scheduled for the first Tuesday of each month 
and are hosted by the boys from Fishin’ Talk Radio. Topics vary 
depending on how the fishing is going, but you’re guaranteed to 
learn something useful — and if you have any questions you want 
answered, bring ‘em with you. Come out at 5:30 p.m. and enjoy 
dinner and drinks with Capt. Josh Olive and Capt. Mike Myers (you 
buy your own); the talk gets started at 6:30 p.m. For more info, call 
Capt. Mike at 941-416-8047 or Josh at 941-276-9657.

SALTWATER FISHING 101
Do you like to fish? Would you like to learn the basics of shallow 
saltwater fishing from men who love God and love fishing Charlotte 
Harbor? Fishermen from Deep Creek Community Church invite 
young men between the ages of 11 and 15 who are interested in 
fishing to join us for a free saltwater fishing clinic conducted on 
two consecutive Saturday mornings. The first Saturday is classroom 
hands-on instruction in preparation for a half-day fishing trip on the 
following Saturday. For the safety and enjoyment of all involved, all 
participants must complete the classroom instruction prior to the 
fishing trip. For available class dates, go to YF4C.org.

If you have an event you want included in the Outdoor News Bulletin Board, email it to Editor@WaterLineWeekly.com

FISHING CLUB MEETINGS: The Gulf Cove Fishing Club meets 
on the second Monday of the month from October through May 
at the Hope Lutheran Church in Gulf Cove (14200 Hopewell Ave., 
Port Charlotte) at 7 p.m. At each meeting, a speaker will talk on 
a timely topic. The public is invited to attend, but only Gulf Cove 
residents can be members. For more info, call 941-698-8607.

NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY MEETINGS: The Mangrove Chapter 
of the Florida Native Plant Society meets from 7 to 9 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each month (Oct-May) at Lemon Bay Park (570 
Bay Park Blvd., Englewood). Call 941-769-3633. The Coccoloba 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society meets from 7 to 9 p.m. 
the second Thursday of each month at the Calusa Nature Center 
and Planetarium (3450 Ortiz Ave., Fort Myers). Call 239-275-3435. 
Meetings are free and the public is welcome. 

HANG OUT WITH SCRUB JAYS: Spend the morning with the 
scrub jays at Oscar Scherer State Park (1843 S. Tamiami Trail, 
Osprey) from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. This unique Central 
Florida experience includes a nature walk to see the park’s diverse 
ecosystems, native flora and fauna. Call 941-483-5956 for info.

WHAT’S THAT BIRD?: Volunteer bird interpreters share their 
expertise on ID and behavior of raptors, shorebirds, waterfowl 
and other avian visitors at Myakka River State Park (13208 S.R. 
72, Sarasota). Volunteers set up scopes and help people identify 
birds from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. every day of the week.

CHARLOTTE HARBOR DRAGONS: Dragon boat club meets 
every Wednesday and Saturday at 8 a.m. and Sundays at 1 p.m. 
Learn the ancient art of dragon boat racing. We practice out 
of the Port Charlotte Beach Complex (4500 Harbor Blvd. Port 
Charlotte). For availability, contact Eddie Amara at 941-740-
1286 or eamara1@comcast.net, or to learn more about the club 
visit CharlotteHarborDragons.com. Paddles up!

CHARLOTTE HARBOR MULTIHULL ASSOCIATION: Members 
of this club for multihull owners, sailors or those who are 
interested in the exchange of ideas about equipping and 
sailing boats, share information about anchorages and cruising 
destinations, hold informal races and have raft-ups. No dues. 
The club meets at a local restaurant the first Monday of each 
month at 6 p.m. For more info, call 941-876-6667.

COASTAL VENTURES CRUISE CLUB: This club, designed 
for personal boat cruising, meets on the third Tuesday of the 
month at the Waterfrontoo Restaurant (2205 N. Tamiami Trail, 
Nokomis). Join them for dinner at 6 p.m. and/or the 7:30 p.m. 
meeting where they’ll discuss upcoming cruises and activities. 
Enjoy the camaraderie of like-minded water rats. If interested, 
attend a meeting or call 941-493-0070 for more info.

VOLUNTEER AT SHAMROCK PARK: Shamrock Park Nature 
Center (3900 Shamrock Drive, Venice) holds its monthly 
volunteer work mornings from 8 to 10 a.m. on the third Friday 
of each month. For more info, call Jennifer Rogers at 941-861-
5000 or email her at jrogers@scgov.net.

GREATER CHARLOTTE HARBOR SIERRA CLUB: Meetings are 
held from October to April at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Church (1532 
Forrest Nelson Blvd., Port Charlotte). Meetings include coffee, 
outdoor prizes, environmental speakers and more. For more 
info, call Allen at 941-423-2713. Visit GCHGroup.org for a list of 
planned 2018 fall outings.

ONGOING EVENTS
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TIDE CHARTS

VENICE INLET PUNTA GORDA PLACIDA MATLACHA PASS
Saturday Low Tide 1:23 0.8
 High Tide 7:52 2.0
 Low Tide 15:12 0.7
 High Tide 20:37 1.4

Sunday Low Tide 2:01 1.0
 High Tide 8:32 2.1
 Low Tide 16:18 0.5
 High Tide 22:23 1.3

Monday Low Tide 2:34 1.2
 High Tide 9:14 2.3
 Low Tide 17:16 0.2

Tuesday High Tide 0:17 1.3
 Low Tide 3:03 1.3
 High Tide 9:57 2.5
 Low Tide 18:09 -0.0

Wednesday High Tide 2:05 1.4
 Low Tide 3:22 1.4
 High Tide 10:43 2.6
 Low Tide 18:59 -0.2

Thursday  High Tide 11:30 2.7
 Low Tide 19:47 -0.3

Friday High Tide 4:04 1.4
 Low Tide 4:36 1.4
 High Tide 12:20 2.8
 Low Tide 20:34 -0.2

Thursday  Low Tide 3:05 0.4
 High Tide 9:25 1.5
 Low Tide 15:36 0.9
 High Tide 20:53 1.6

Friday Low Tide 3:45 0.5
 High Tide 10:02 1.6
 Low Tide 16:54 0.7
 High Tide 22:09 1.4

Saturday Low Tide 4:27 0.7
 High Tide 10:41 1.8
 Low Tide 18:06 0.5
 High Tide 23:38 1.3

Sunday Low Tide 5:12 0.9
 High Tide 11:23 1.9
 Low Tide 19:10 0.3

Monday  High Tide 1:22 1.2
 Low Tide 5:57 1.0
 High Tide 12:07 2.0
 Low Tide 20:09 0.0

Tuesday  High Tide 3:03 1.2
 Low Tide 6:40 1.1
 High Tide 12:52 2.2
 Low Tide 21:02 -0.2

Wednesday  High Tide 4:22 1.3
 Low Tide 7:23 1.2
 High Tide 13:40 2.3
 Low Tide 21:53 -0.3

Thursday  Low Tide 2:39 0.3
 High Tide 6:53 1.3
 Low Tide 15:07 0.7
 High Tide 18:13 1.3

Friday  Low Tide 3:19 0.4
 High Tide 7:27 1.4
 Low Tide 16:25 0.6
 High Tide 19:33 1.1

Saturday Low Tide 4:01 0.6
 High Tide 8:05 1.5
 Low Tide 17:39 0.4
 High Tide 21:09 1.1

Sunday  Low Tide 4:46 0.7
 High Tide 8:45 1.6
 Low Tide 18:46 0.2
 High Tide 22:52 1.0

Monday  Low Tide 5:31 0.8
 High Tide 9:28 1.7
 Low Tide 19:46 0.0

Tuesday  High Tide 0:19 1.1
 Low Tide 6:15 0.9
 High Tide 10:13 1.8
 Low Tide 20:40 -0.2

Wednesday  High Tide 1:29 1.1
 Low Tide 7:00 1.0
 High Tide 11:00 1.9
 Low Tide 21:32 -0.3

Thursday  Low Tide 3:08 0.3
 High Tide 9:03 1.5
 Low Tide 15:36 0.9
 High Tide 20:23 1.5

Friday Low Tide 3:48 0.5
 High Tide 9:37 1.6
 Low Tide 16:54 0.7
 High Tide 21:43 1.4

Saturday Low Tide 4:30 0.7
 High Tide 10:15 1.7
 Low Tide 18:08 0.5
 High Tide 23:19 1.3

Sunday Low Tide 5:15 0.8
 High Tide 10:55 1.9
 Low Tide 19:15 0.3

Monday High Tide 1:02 1.2
 Low Tide 6:00 1.0
 High Tide 11:38 2.0
 Low Tide 20:15 0.0

Tuesday High Tide 2:29 1.3
 Low Tide 6:44 1.1
 High Tide 12:23 2.2
 Low Tide 21:09 -0.2

Wednesday High Tide 3:39 1.3
 Low Tide 7:29 1.2
 High Tide 13:10 2.3
 Low Tide 22:01 -0.3
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State and federal regulations for Southwest 
Florida waters as of July 1, 2018. All bag limits 
are per harvester per day. Other limits may 
apply. For full rules, visit MyFWC.com/fishing 
and GulfCouncil.org/fishing_regulations. 

LICENSES 
Resident saltwater or freshwater: Annual 
$17, 5-year $79. If you fish from shore in 
salt water only, a license is required but 
it is free. A combo license for both freshwater 
and saltwater fishing is $32.50 annually.
Resident senior: If you are a Fla. resident age 
65 or older, your driver’s license or ID card re-
places your fishing license. Gulf Reef Fish Survey 
(see below) and tarpon tags are still required.
Nonresident saltwater or freshwater:  
3 days $17, 7 days $30, annual $47. Free 
shore fishing license not available for 
nonresidents.

Gulf Reef Fish Survey (required to harvest 
red snapper, vermilion snapper, gag, 
red grouper, black grouper, amberjack, 
almaco jack or triggerfish): No charge
Annual permits (required only when a 
license is required): Snook $10, lobster $5

SALTWATER FISH 
Almaco Jack
Limit 100 pounds in state waters, limit 20 in 
federal waters; notes: 9,11,14
Amberjack, Greater
34” min.; limit 1; open May 1 - 31 and 
Aug. 1 - Oct. 31; notes: 1,3,4,5,7,9,14
Amberjack, Lesser & Banded Rudderfish
Slot 14” to 22”; aggregate limit 5;  
notes: 1,4,5,7,9,14
Barracuda
Collier, Monroe, Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm 
Beach and Martin counties only: Slot 15” to 
36”; limit 2 (max. 6 per vessel; may posses 
one per vessel over 36”; notes: 1,5
Black Drum
Slot 14” to 24” (may possess 1 over 24”); limit 
5; notes: 5,7,8
Black Sea Bass
10” min.; limit 100 pounds; notes: 2,4,5,7,9,15
Bluefish
12” min.; limit 10; notes: 1,5
Blue runner
Limit 100
Cobia
33” min.; limit in state waters 1 (max. 2 per 
vessel); limit 2 in federal waters; notes: 1,5
Dolphin (Mahi mahi)
Limit 10 (max. 60 per vessel) in state waters 
only); notes: 5,15
Flounder, all species
12” min.; limit 10; notes: 2,5,7,8,15
Grouper, Black
24” min.; limit 4; notes: 2,3,4,5,7,9,10,12,14
Grouper, Gag
24” min.; limit 2; season open June 1-Dec. 31;  
notes: 2,3,4,5,7,9,10,14
Grouper, Goliath (Jewfish)
Harvest prohibited; legal to target for catch 
and release in state but not federal waters
Grouper, Red
20” min.; bag limit 2; notes: 2,3,4,5,7,9,10,12,14
Grouper, Scamp
16” min.; limit 4; notes: 2,3,4,5,9,10,12
Grouper, Snowy & Yellowedge
No min. size; limit 4; notes: 2,3,4,5,9,10
Grouper, Warsaw & Speckled Hind
No min. size; limit 1 per vessel;  
notes: 2,3,4,5,7,9,10
Grouper, Yellowfin & Yellowmouth
20” min.; limit 4; notes: 2,3,4,5,7,9,10,12
Grouper, Coney, Graysby, Rock Hind,  
Red Hind (Strawberry) & Tiger
No min. size; limit 4; notes: 2,3,4,5,7,9,10,12,15
Hogfish
14” min.; limit 5; notes: 1,4,5,7,9
Mackerel, King (kingfish)
24” min.; limit 3; notes: 1,5
Mackerel, Spanish
12” min.; limit 15; transfer of Spanish mackerel 

to other vessels at sea prohibited; notes: 1,5
Mullet, Striped & Silver
Limit, Feb. 1-Aug. 31, aggregate 50 (max. 100 
per vessel); Sept. 1-Jan. 31, aggregate 50 (max. 
50 per vessel); bag limit also applies to bait 
mullet; possession of striped mullet prohibited 
in Punta Gorda 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. Nov. 1-Feb. 29  
(see http://bit.ly/urExej); notes: 15
Permit
Slot 11” to 22”; limit 2 (over 22”  — limit 1; 
max. 2 per vessel); hook and line gear only 
in state waters; spearing legal in federal 
waters; see http://goo.gl/pU5Wug for rules 
in Special Permit Zone south of Cape Sable; 
notes: 1,5,6,7
Pompano, Florida
11” min.; limit 6; notes: 1,5,6,7
Pompano, African
24” min.; limit 2 (max. 2 per vessel); notes: 
1,5,6,7
Porgy, Red (Champagne)
Limit 100 pounds; notes: 4,5,7,9,15
Redfish (Red Drum)
Slot 18” to 27”; limit 1 (max. 8 per vessel); off-
the-water transport limit 6 per person; illegal 
to harvest or possess in federal water; 
notes: 2,5,6,7,8
Sailfish
63” min. from tip of lower jaw to center of 
fork; limit 1; notes: 5,6,16
Sea Trout, Spotted
Slot 15” to 20”; limit 4 (over 20” — limit 1); 
notes: 2,5,6,7
Sharks
State waters, no size limit on sharpnose, 
blacknose, blacktip, bonnethead, finetooth & 
smooth dogfish; 54” min. on bull, nurse, spinner, 
common thresher, blue, oceanic whitetip, por-
beagle & shortfin mako; species not listed 
are prohibited. Federal waters, 54” min all 
species except sharpnose and bonnethead; for 
federally prohibited species see https://
goo.gl/envCwD; limit in state waters 1 
(max. 2 per vessel; limit in federal waters 1 per 
vessel; inline circle hooks required when 
fishing  for sharks in federal waters; 
notes: 1,5,6,7,8,16
Sheepshead
12” min.; limit 8 (max. 50 per vessel in 
March & April); notes: 2,5,7
Snapper, Cubera
Slot 12” to 30”; limit 10 if under 30” (over 30”  
— limit 2, max. 2 per vessel); fish over 30” 
not included in aggregate snapper limit; 
notes: 2,4,5,7,9,13
Snapper, Mangrove (Gray)
10” min. in state waters; 12” min. in  
federal waters; limit 5 in state waters, 10 in 
federal waters; notes: 2,4,5,7,9,13
Snapper, Lane
8” min.; limit 20 in federal waters or 100 
pounds in state waters; not included in ag-
gregate snapper limit; notes: 2,4,5,7,9,11
Snapper, Mutton
18” min.; limit 5; notes: 2,4,5,7,9,13
Snapper, Red (American)
16” min.; limit 2; recreational season open 
June 11-July 21 for state and federal 
waters; federal charter season open 
June 1-July 22; notes: 2,3,4,5,7,9,13,14
Snapper, Schoolmaster
10” min.; limit 10; notes: 2,4,5,7,9,13
Snapper, Vermilion (Beeliner)
10” min.; limit 10; not included in aggregate 
snapper limit; notes: 2,4,5,7,9,11,14
Snapper,  Blackfin, Dog, Queen,  
Mahogany, Silk & Yellowtail
12” min.;  limit 10; notes: 2,4,5,7,9,13
Snook
Slot 28” to 33”; limit 1; season closed  
Dec., Jan., Feb., May, June, July, and Aug.; 
$10 snook permit required to harvest when 
license is required; state regulations apply in 
federal waters; notes: 2,5,6,7,8
Tarpon
Limit 1 per harvester per year; $51.50  
tag required to harvest or possess, which is legal 
only in pursuit of an IGFA record; for seasonal 
Boca Grande Pass rules, see http://bit.ly/I6zrDj; 
notes: 6,7,8
Triggerfish, Gray
15” min.; limit 1; open March 1-May 31 

and Aug. 1-Dec. 31; notes: 1,4,5,7,11,14
Tripletail
18” min.; limit 2; may be harvested by hook 
and line only; notes: 2,5,6,7,8
Wahoo
No min. size; limit 2; notes: 1,5,15
Lionfish
Kill on sight; no limits
UNREGULATED SPECIES
In state waters, limit 100 pounds or two fish, 
whichever is more: Blackfin tuna, catfish, 
cero mackerel, croaker, grunts, ladyfish, little 
tunny, jack crevalle, pinfish, porgies, rays, 
sand trout, silver trout, spadefish, whiting, 
etc. See http://bit.ly/1aLP4iF.
NO-HARVEST SPECIES
In addition to the species previously listed,  
harvest of bonefish, Nassau grouper, 
spotted eagle rays, manta rays and sawfish is 
prohibited. 
Visit http://bit.ly/10nYDIz for full rules, 
including more no-harvest species. 

NOTES
1. Measured fork length (the straight line dis-
tance from the most forward part of the head 
with mouth closed to the center of the tail).
2. Measured total length (the straight line 
distance from the most forward part of the 
head with the mouth closed to the farthest 
tip of the tail with the tail squeezed together 
while the fish is lying on its side).
3. Bag limit zero for captain and crew of for-
hire vessels on a paid trip.
4. Reef fish gear rules apply. Anglers must 
use inline circle hooks when using natural 
baits, and must possess a dehooking device. 
Venting tool not required. Also, cannot be 
taken by powerhead in the reef fish stressed 
area (see https://goo.gl/KqP2Ab).
5. Must remain in whole condition (head 
and tail intact) until landed ashore. Removal 
of gills and internal organs OK. Cannot be 
used as cut bait.

6. Harvest by spear, gig or bow prohibited.
7. Use of multiple hooks (more than one 
point on a common shank, like a treble hook) 
in conjunction with natural bait prohibited.
8. Harvest by snatching prohibited.
9. Reef fish; illegal to use as bait in federal 
waters. In state waters, legal-size reef fish 
may be used as bait but must remain in 
whole condition and count against bag limit.
10. Included in aggregate 4 grouper bag limit.
11. Included in 20-fish reef fish aggregate 
bag limit in federal waters (includes vermilion 
snapper, lane snapper, almaco jack, gray 
triggerfish and all tilefish species).
12. Closed Feb. 1-March 31 in federal  
waters outside 20-fathom break ONLY.

13: Included in aggregate snapper bag limit 
of 10 fish.
14: Participation in Gulf Reef Fish Survey  
required to harvest. See http://bit.ly/15D6Hip
15. No bag limit in federal waters.
16. HMS permit required to target or harvest 
in federal waters; see https://goo.gl/bbmLXL

FRESHWATER FISH*
Largemouth Bass: No min. size; limit 5. Only 
one fish can be longer than 16” (tournaments 
may apply for a permit allowing participants to 
weigh more than one over 16”)
Sunfish (all species excluding crappie): 
Aggregate limit 50
Crappie: Aggregate white/black limit 25
American Eel: Min. 9”, limit 25
Butterfly peacock bass: Max. 17”, limit 2 
(may possess 1 over 17”)
Grass carp: Must be released immediately.
Other exotic fishes: Keep and eat or other-
wise destroy; may not be used as live bait.
Unregulated species: No limits on bowfin, 
pickerel, catfish and gar (see below).
Prohibited species: Alligator gar, sturgeon.
* Visit http://bit.ly/10nYJQr for full rules, 
including special management areas.

FISHING RULES
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FRESH LOCAL FISHING REPORTS FROM VENICE TO PINE ISLAND
INSHORE & FRESHWATER GULF & OFFSHORE BEST BET

There are still some dead fish around. Red tide reports 
at the jetties have shut the fishing down there for a bit, 
but the Midnight Pass are of Little Sarasota Bay has been 
productive, with bluefish, trout and snook all feeding 
well. The freshwater bite has been slow during the day but 
pretty good before 9 a.m. or after 6 p.m. Bass, cichlids 
and bluegills are all available on artificials.

Lots of bonita are attacking bait in 60 feet. At 
100 feet, wahoo and sailfish have been spot-
ted going after large numbers of flying fish. 
The red snapper bite is still great 70 miles out. 
Porgies, mangrove, lane and yellowtail 
snapper, and red grouper are also coming 
in; the best bite is in deeper water at 40 to 60 
miles. Leave early or deal with storms.

Make a friend with an 
offshore boat offer to and 
split fuel costs.

(6/28 report) Reports this week have been sparse due to 
red tide fish kills. Everyone seems to be going offshore.

(6/21 report) Seems everybody is going 
offshore. Sailfish and big mahi up to nearly 
50 pounds have been caught. Scamp, Kitty 
Mitchells, African pompano and big 
yellowtail snapper are also coming in. 
Most fishermen are going to at least 90 or 
100 feet, with some out to nearly 300.

Red snapper have been 
highly abundant in water 
at least 130 feet deep 
and limits come quick. 
Better take venting tools or 
descending gear — you’ll 
be releasing a lot.

Small jacks and Spanish mackerel are coming from the 
20-foot holes. Troll spoons for both. There are also tarpon 
from 40 to 120 pounds in the holes; try small ladyfish or 
silver trout free-lined or trolled. If you’re trolling, please 
use your trolling motor, not your big engine! Snook are 
feeding in the mouths of the feeder creeks on the end of 
the outgoing or beginning of the incoming. Feed them 
pinfish, whitebait or cut ladyfish.

No reports this week. Fish the spillways and 
mouths of the culvert pipes 
for bass. Early mornings 
and evenings are best. 
Shiners, 3- to 40-inch gold 
swimbaits, small streamers 
and popping flies are all 
catching.

THE FISH COACH’S TIP OF THE WEEK: How do you hook a shrimp? It’s a basic question with many answers. If I’m free-lining a live shrimp, I hook it under the 
horn. That allows it maximum freedom of movement. If I’m fishing any other way, I pinch off the tail fan and hook the shrimp through the new hole. Usually I use 
a short-shanked hook and expose only a little of the hook — basically, just the point. I put the point out through the belly side unless I’m using a jighead. With 
a jighead, I put it out the back side so it doesn’t hang too much grass. The one thing you’ll never see me do is just jam the hook right through the middle. It looks 
unnatural, it exposes the hook to snagging, and the bait spirals when you reel it in. There’s no good reason to hook a shrimp like that. Otherwise, think about your 
presentation and there are many different rigging styles that can work. Find what you like by trying them. — As the Fish Coach, Capt. Josh Olive offers personalized 
instruction on fishing techniques. To book your session or for more information, go to FishCoach.net, email Josh@FishCoach.net or call 941-276-9657.

CAMERON
RIO VILLA 
BAIT & TACKLE
Punta Gorda
941-639-7166

JIM
FISHERMAN’S EDGE
Grove City
941-697-7595

ERIC
COOKS SPORTLAND
Venice
941-493-0025

There’s still some red tide around and dead fish on Boca 
Grande, but Charlotte Harbor is full of life. Schools of big 
jacks, bluefish and Spanish mackerel are ripping pods 
of bait from the river mouths to the middle of the Harbor. 
The deep holes have had some tarpon, which are being 
caught on trolled DOA Bait Busters. A few cobia are around 
also. Sharks are eating chunks of fresh cut fish. Trout are 
hungry, but most are pretty small.

Once you clear the stinky stuff (5 to 15 miles), 
the bite is good. Reports from 100 miles 
have been nonstop fast action with mahi, 
wahoo, big snowy and yellowedge grou-
per, tilefish and a mixed bag of snapper 
including monster reds.

Stick to the Harbor north 
of Cape Haze and enjoy the 
mixed bag without red tide 
or dead fish around.

Juvenile tarpon are eating whitebait, rootbeer paddletails 
and early morning topwaters in the canals. Small snook 
are also hitting topwaters. Trout are on the flats. Pompa-
no are decent outside the bars. Fish cutbait in 3 to 5 feet 
around creek mouths for redfish. A few cobia, sharks and 
some tarpon are in the deep holes, or try the El Jobean 
area for tarpon. Avoid the Boca Grande area due to red tide.

Red snapper are good in 150 feet over hard 
bottom or rocks. Squid is the hot bait. We’re 
also seeing lane, vermilion and mangrove 
snapper in 70 to 140 feet. Porgies and 
grunts have also been solid. Red grouper 
are good; go to at least 100 feet for keepers. 
Watch for mahi wherever you are. 

Avoid the afternoon storms 
by fishing in the mornings.

Spanish mackerel and small sharks are in the holes, 
especially off Burnt Store and Pirate Harbor. Redfish and 
snook are under the mangroves on the east and west 
walls,. Red tide is thinning out along the ICW, but there’s 
still enough at the surface to kill bait. 

From 3 to 20 miles, bait is abundant and 
there are Spanish macks on them. From 5 
to 30 miles, we’re seeing good numbers of 
bonito. Grunts and porgies are moving 
back to the nearshore reefs. In 140 to 180 
feet, red snapper have been caught and 
sailfish sighted. 

Lots of tarpon are in the 
20-foot holes, the mouth of 
the Myakka and the U.S. 41 
bridges. Try Bait Busters or 
Storm swimbaits. They may 
eat ladyfish, but threadfins 
are choice.

Red tide is still absent in the south end of Pine Island 
Sound, but there have been some dead fish in Redfish 
Pass. Trout action is still good, with white or chartreuse 
paddletails the hot ticket. Redfish are good in Matlacha; 
fish cutbait or frozen shrimp around the oyster bars. Snook 
and tarpon reports have been few, but ladyfish are fun 
and plentiful around channel dropoffs. Some pompano 
have been caught this week from undisclosed spots.

Red grouper are all over, with keeper fish 
coming from as shallow as 45 feet and as far 
as 90 miles. Fat lane snapper are on hard 
bottom eating shrimp in 40 to 60 feet. Ex-
pects some porgies and grunts as bycatch. 
Decent yellowtail snapper are coming 
from 35 miles. Red snapper are still good at 
150 to 200 feet.

There are baby sharks all 
over the grassflats and 
around the markers. Fresh 
cut fish is all you need.

ROBERT
FISHIN’ FRANK’S
Charlotte Harbor
941-625-3888

JEFF
CAPT. TED’S TACKLE
Port Charlotte
941-627-6800

CHUCK
LAISHLEY MARINE
Punta Gorda
941-639-3949

JESSE
OLD PINE ISLAND 
MARINA & TACKLE
St. James City
239-283-2548

WHY IT MATTERS
Baitfish aren’t just “free bait” for us — they’re 

also a crucial food source for predatory fish, 
including the gamefish we want to catch.

HOW WE HARM IT
Over-harvest of baitfish disrupts the natural 

feeding of gamefish and seabirds, forcing them 
to work harder for less food. Live chumming 

with baitfish also changes how and where fish 
(especially snook) feed and live.

MAKING BETTER CHOICES
It’s OK to net and use live bait. The problem is 

how much is taken and how we use it. These tips 
will help ensure we have a healthy population.

• Take only what you need for the day’s fishing.

• Don’t overcrowd your well and kill baitfish 
pointlessly. Know your capacity.

• If bait dies in your well, put it in the cooler and 
save it for later. It’s great chum for another day. 

Or donate it to a wildlife rescue organization.

• Avoid throwing a net with mesh that’s too 
large. Gilled baits (called a “Christmas tree”) 

rarely survive — bad for the bait and your net.

• Don’t throw too much live chum. A small  
handful is more than enough most of the time. 

Better yet, avoid live chumming altogether.

• If you have leftover bait, release it on the flats. 
Bait released at the ramp will probably die.

THANK YOU FOR BEING A GOOD 
STEWARD AND HELPING TO MAKE 

OUR WATERS HEALTHIER — WE 
ALL NEED TO DO OUR PART!
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PUBLIC BOAT RAMPS
SARASOTA COUNTY 

• Blackburn Pt Boat Launch • 800 Blackburn Pt Rd, Osprey

• Dallas White Park • 5900 Greenwood Ave, North Port

• Higel Park • 1330 Tarpon Center Dr,Venice

• Indian Mound Park • 210 Winson Ave, Englewood

• Loreto Bay Access • 800 Loreto Court, Nokomis

• Manasota Beach Park • 8570 Manasota Key Rd

• Marine Boat Ramp Park • 301 E. Venice Ave, Venice

• Marina Park • 7030 Chancellor Blvd,  North Port

• Nokomis Beach Park • 901 Casey Key Rd

• Snook Park • 5000 E. Venice Ave, Venice

DESOTO COUNTY
• Brownville Park • 1885 NE Brownville St

• Deep Creek Park • 9695 SW Peace River St

• Desoto Park • 2195 NW American Legion Dr

• Liverpool Park • 9211 Liverpool Rd

• Nocatee • 3701 SW County Road 760

• Lettuce Lake • 8801 SW Reese St

CHARLOTTE COUNTY
• Ainger Creek Park • 2011 Placida Rd, Englewood

• Butterford WaterwayPark • 13555  

            Marathon Blvd, Port Charlotte

• Darst Park • 537 Darst Ave, Punta Gorda

• El Jobean Boat Ramp • 4224  

            El Jobean Rd, Port Charlotte

• Harbour Heights Park • 27420  

           Voyageur Dr, Punta Gorda

• Hathaway Park • 35461 Washington Loop, Punta Gorda

• Placida Park • 6499 Gasparilla Rd, Placida

• Port Charlotte Beach • 4500 Harbor Blvd, Port Charlotte

• South Gulf Cove Park • 10150 Amicola St, Port Charlotte

• Spring Lake Park • 3520 Lakeview Blvd, Port Charlotte

Rock
 Cre

ek

(A
in

ger C
re

ek)

Tarpon 

Point

Part 
     Island

Captiva 
Shoal

Regla     

Island

Patricio

     Island

Venice B
each

Cape Haze Marina — ICW #8

★

BOCA GRANDE PASS

Venice

Harbor

Punta 
Gorda

Punta
Gorda 
Isles

El Jobean

Englewood

Grove 
City

Gulf 
Cove

Placida

Grande

Bokeelia

Cape 
Coral

St. James 
City

Ponce Inlet

MYAKKA RIVER

Punta

Rassa

CALOOSA-

HATCHEE

York     

Island

Indian 
Field

Cayo 

Pelau

t

Tarp
on Bay

Pineland

*Blind Pass is not  
considered navigable

Rotonda
West

LOCAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 1-Bayshore Piers, 2-Laishley Pier, 3-Ponce de 
Leon Park Pier, 4-The Skating Rink, 5-Alligator Creek Reef (Charlotte Harbor Reef), 
6-Matlacha Bridge, 7-Sanibel Lighthouse Pier, 8-Jug Creek, 9-The Phosphate Docks, 
10-Danger Reef, 11-Gallagher Cut, 12-The Tailing Flats, 13-Placida Pier / Placida Tres-
tles, 14-Ski Alley (western cut), Rag Alley (eastern cut), 15-Tom Adams Bridge/Ainger 
Pier, 16-El Jobean Pier, 17-Snook Haven, 18-Venice Municipal Pier, 19-Venice Jetties.
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Photo provided

This snook was caught 
far up river —so far up 
there are no tides, never-
mind salt in the water.

Most of the fish which live in Charlotte 
Harbor are euryhaline. Euryhaline fish 
can survive in wide a range of salinities or 
saltiness. The fish in our estuaries need to be 
euryhaline because the water in Charlotte 
Harbor can vary from really salty — almost as 
salty as ocean water — to nearly fresh water 
which contains hardly any salt at all. 

For example, the water near Boca Grande 
Pass at the mouth of the Harbor is very salty 
during the winter dry season, especially at 
high tide when Gulf water has pushed inside 
the Pass. But the water at Punta Gorda can 
become completely fresh during the summer 
rainy season when the Peace River is running 
hard. Snook live successfully in both places 
under those extremely divergent conditions, 
which means that they are euryhaline.

There are snook living in Lake Okeechobee, 
having managed to work their way upstream 
from either the east coast via the St. Lucie River 
or from the west coast via the Caloosahatchee. 
There have been tagging studies which indicate 
that some snook have even managed to travel 
completely through the Okeechobee Waterway 
from the east coast of Florida to the Gulf Coast. 
To complete this journey those snook would 
have to negotiate multiple navigational locks 
by passing into a lock when the gates open to 
allow boats in, then following the boats out the 
other end to continue their travels. By the way, 
manatees do the same thing. 

So how do we know that the snook in Lake 
Okeechobee weren’t born there? It’s because 

snook can survive indefinitely once they enter 
fresh water, but they can’t reproduce in fresh 
water. Snook reproduction requires very salty 
water, which is why we find spawning schools 
of snook in the Gulf passes in the spring and 
early summer, since that’s where the saltiest 
water is found.

For years, it was sort of an open secret 
that there were large snook in Pond #2 at the 
Babcock/Webb WMA just south of Punta Gorda. 
This is the freshwater pond that’s located on 
the left side of Tucker’s Grade just at the entry 
pay station. Those snook were placed in Pond 
#2 by the FWC, but not so fishermen could 
catch snook. They were put in that pond so 
fishermen could catch big bluegill. Say what? 

Bluegill are prolific reproducers which can 
quickly become so numerous that they eat 
all the available food. Nature controls this 
situation by stunting the growth of individual 
bluegill in bodies of water which contain 
lots of them. But if you thin out the bluegill 
by removing a bunch of the little guys, the 
remaining fish tend to grow much larger. Pond 
#2 was being managed to produce trophy 
bluegill and part of the strategy used by the 
FWC was to stock snook to eat the little blue-
gill, since snook really like little bluegill and 
eat them like crazy. 

Those snook were in that pond for years, 
and some got pretty big. There were more 
than a few bluegill fishermen who were 
shocked to have bluegill snatched off their 
lines by big hungry snook. And there were a 

few anglers who knew about those snook and 
fished for them in that pond. Sadly, I think the 
2010 freeze killed them off, and they have not 
been re-stocked because the FWC is no longer 
running that trophy bluegill program.

But there are limits to this euryhaline 
business. For snook or other euryhaline fish to 
survive the change from very salty water to 
very fresh water, or vice versa, the change in 
salinity has to be gradual enough that the fish 
has time to adjust. 

If you plucked a snook off the beach at Cayo 
Costa today and carried him in a bucket of salty 
Gulf water up to the mouth of the Peace River 
and dropped him overboard in the dark, fresh 
river water, it’s likely that the abrupt change in 
salinity would kill him. But if that fish spent a 
few days making the swim up the Harbor, he’d 
do just fine. 

And there are fish (and other creatures) 
which can survive some varying salinity, but 
not as wide a range as some other creatures. 
And there are creatures and plants which 
can survive salinity extremes for a while, but 
which will eventually die if those extreme 
conditions continue long enough. Fish have 
some ability to swim away from unsuitable 
water conditions, but things like shellfish and 
seagrass are fixed in position and have to deal 
with whatever water quality comes their way. 
This is what sometimes kills these organisms 
in the lower sections of the Caloosahatchee 
River when freshwater discharges from Lake 
Okeechobee continue for long periods of time.

For some reason, there are more saltwater 
fish that can handle fresh water than there 
are freshwater fish that can handle salt 
water. Snook, tarpon, bull sharks and many 
other coastal fish can go way inland into 
fresh water — but largemouth bass can’t 
do the reverse. However, there are a few 
freshwater fish which do come down into 
the harbor during the summer rainy season. 
A good example of this is the longnose gar 
we see in the Harbor all summer. When the 
rainy season ends, most of those prehistor-
ic-looking fish will retreat back inland. 

Another unfortunate example is the 
non-native Mayan cichlid. These freshwater 
fish can survive and thrive in salt water. Think 
of a snook’s situation, but reversed — they 
can live in salt or fresh water, but need fresh 
water to reproduce. It’s thought that this is one 
reason why these fish have been able to spread 
so rapidly around the state. They can leave a 
creek or ditch by swimming downstream, head 
out to the salty water, travel along the coast, 
then duck into another stream and work their 
way inland again.

Let’s go fishing!
Capt. Ralph Allen runs the King Fisher 

Fleet of sightseeing and fishing charter 
boats located at Fishermen’s Village Marina 
in Punta Gorda. He is an award-winning 
outdoor writer and photographer and is a 
past president of the Florida Outdoor Writers 
Association. Call him at 941-639-2628 or 
email Captain@KingFisherFleet.com.

Salty 
thoughts

AROUND CHARLOTTE HARBOR • CAPT. RALPH ALLEN
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WaterLine photo by Capt. Josh Olive

Smaller fish are a lot more fun if 
you catch them on lighter tackle.

THE FISH COACH • CAPT. JOSH OLIVE

Saltwater panfish
Fishermen have a strong tendency to brag 

about the size of their catches. Often, it 
seems to be a competition, with every man 
trying to convince the other boys on the boat 
— and the girls back at the dock — that his 
is the biggest. (I wonder what Freud would 
say about that.)

While it’s certainly true that big ones can 
be a lot of fun (we’re still talking fish here, 
OK?), the truth is that most of our catches are 
on the smaller side. Even in the deep waters 
of the Gulf, we usually send more shorts back 
to the bottom than the number of keepers 
we put on ice. In both salt and fresh waters, 
panfish are all around.

Since that’s our reality, why not make the 
most of it? Smaller fish can be lots of fun. You 
just have to scale back two things: First, your 
tackle; second, your expectations.

Truthfully, it’s not mandatory to lighten up 
on your rod and reel. I do, though, because 
the main reason I fish is for enjoyment. If 
your gear overpowers the fish, where’s the 
sport? Most of us have reeled in pinfish or 
baby snapper while fishing for larger game-
fish. How much of a fight did you get? Right. 
If you go trout fishing with tarpon tackle, 
you’ll get about the same result. You can still 
catch fish — it’s just not much fun.

But catch those same pinfish and snapper 
on an ultralight setup, and suddenly these 
little guys are showing some spirit and actu-
ally pulling back. For saltwater purposes, I’m 
going to define “ultralight” as a rod rated for 
4-10 pound line, a 1000 or 2000 size spinning 
reel, and braid of 4- to 8-pound strength. You 
can get lighter rods, but I want one 7 feet 
long to keep a reasonable casting ability. 
Most “true” ultralight rods (usually rated for 
2-6 pound line) are stubby little things less 
than 6 feet. 

One thing I don’t scale back, or at least not 
much, is my leader. It looks a little funny to 
tie 25-pound fluorocarbon to 4-pound braid, 
but even with small fish it’s still advanta-
geous to have a heavier leader that will fend 
off oysters, barnacles and other sharp bits in 
the environment. Also, you will occasionally 
hook into something bigger. As I’ve said 
before, elephants eat peanuts. I’ve had 
over-slot redfish grab a tiny schnibble of bait 
meant for something the size of my hand. 
That’s fun. It usually doesn’t last long, but 
sometimes you get lucky.

Natural baits work well. Again, size them 
down. You might get funny looks at the 
bait shop asking for the smallest shrimp in 
the tank, but so what? Pieces of cut frozen 

shrimp are another fine choice. Artificial lures 
can be good too, at least for some species. 
Beetle Spins, inline spinners and even tiny 
jerkbaits will catch fish, just like when you’re 
after freshwater panfish.

Bait choice can help you narrow down your 
target species. For example, let’s look at the 
Myakka Cutoff. With strong river flow, the 
water up that way is only sort of salty, which 
means there are fair numbers of Mayan cich-
lids hanging out under the mangroves. But 
there are also clouds of mangrove snapper 
from 3 to 10 inches. The cichlids will happily 
eat shrimp live or cut, but there are so many 
snapper that you’ll hook 30 of them for every 
Mayan.

Now try fishing the same area with that 
Beetle Spin. Mangrove snapper are lure-shy 
even when they’re babies, but the cichlids are 
aggressive and will readily attack artificials. 
Even accounting for the occasional dumb 
snapper and juvenile snook that will jump on 
your lure, you’re putting a lot more cichlids in 
the cooler.

On the other hand, lures can prevent you 
from catching one of the tastiest saltwater 
panfish: The sand bream. These fish show 
a strong preference for brackish water 
and spend most of the winter in the river 
mouths. In the summer, they invade canal 
systems in Punta Gorda and Port Charlotte. 
They don’t like lures at all, since they feed 
on things that crawl in the bottom mud. For 
them, peeled chunks of shrimp meat are the 
way to go.

Don’t forget to shrink your hooks. When I’m 
panfishing, I like a live bait style hook, which 
has a short shank and is made of relatively 
stout wire. I prefer this variety because I can 
partly hide it inside even a small bait and 
because the heavier wire gauge gives me a 
measure of comfort when a bigger fish takes 
that little bait. Usually, I’m using a No. 4 or 
No. 6 hook.

Now, as for the expectations: You’re going 
to have a lot of fun. However, it’s going to be 
difficult to make other people understand 
that. If you’re the type who needs people to 
ooh and ahh over your outdoor exploits, salt-
water panfishing isn’t for you. If you need the 
adulation that comes from posting photos of 
big fish on social media, you’re not going to 
get that here.

But if you enjoy fishing for its own sake, 
and if you like eating fish that have been 
scaled, gutted and tossed into a hot greased 
skillet, you’re going to love the fast action 
and the delicious dinner that follows.

As the Fish Coach, Capt. Josh Olive offers 
personalized instruction on how and where 
to fish in Southwest Florida. Whether you’re a 
complete beginner or just looking to refine your 
techniques, he can help you get past the frus-

tration and start catching more fish. Lessons 
can be held on your boat, on local piers or even 
in your backyard. To book your session or for 
more information, go to FishCoach.net, email 
Josh@FishCoach.net or call 941-276-9657.
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WE WANT YOUR PHOTOS!
Here’s how it works: Take pictures of your outdoor adven-
tures. Send your high-quality digital photos to Editor@

WaterLineWeekly.com. DO NOT send us photos of over-
sized or other release-only fish being poorly handled. 
Photos of such fish being gaffed, held by the lower jaw only 
or obviously damaged or dead WILL NOT be published, no 

matter how big the fish or how proud the angler may be.

Dustin Smith went red snapper 
fishing 70 miles out and got 
hammered by this big red 
grouper on the first drop.

Shannon S. with her first fish ever! Caught 
and released in a Port Charlotte canal.

Frank Misasi came all the 
way from Kingston, N.Y., to 
catch and release this slot 
Charlotte Harbor snook.

George Duchene 
with a 23-pound 

red grouper caught 
45 miles out of 

Venice Inlet.

Kevin McDougal of 
englewood with a 
36-pound blackfin 

tuna caught 68 miles 
out of Venice Inlet.

Bob Mercier 
with a 29-inch 
gag that ate 
a squirrelfish 
in 65 feet. 
Reportedly 
it had to be 
wrestled away 
from a Goliath 
that wanted 
to eat it.
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Lisa Kress with her first triggerfish — keeper 
size, but out of season, so back it went.

Dante with a Pine 
Island Sound redfish.

Joe Wilson with a 
Fathers Day snook, 
caught a year to 
the date he sent 
another beach 
snook picture that 
made the Water-
Line cover.

Melissa Aniskewicz with a 30-inch 
catch-and-release redfish.

Sam Peterson of Engle-
wood caught a goliath 
grouper in Fort Myers.
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ANGLING 101 • ROBERT LUGIEWICZ

Photo provided

You think no one knows 
about “your” spot? Think 
again — someone else 
recognizes that tree line.

If you fish, you probably have favorite spots. 
And, human nature being what it is, you prob-
ably feel some degree of territoriality about 
those favorite fishing spots. Maybe you even 
think of them as your secret fishing spots. It’s 
totally understandable and absolutely normal.

Also, you’re completely wrong.
There’s no such thing as a secret spot in the 

Charlotte Harbor area. Thirty years ago, there 
were a few. Not anymore. There are just too 
many people here on the water and fishing. 
Those people take photos and share them. 
Even if the location isn’t specified, there are 
only so many places out there — sometimes 
you can tell by the trees or docks where the 
pic was taken. Those people have fishing or 
drinking buddies they talk to and share with. 
Keeping secrets is a lost cause.

Why do we get so upset when we find 
someone fishing “our” spots? I don’t think it’s a 
serious concern that they’ll take all the fish. It’s 
more a matter of personal space. When I’m in 
line at the grocery store, I don’t want the guy 
in line behind me breathing down my neck. It’s 
the same out on the water — I don’t want to be 
fishing a short cast away from the next guy over. 
I think 100 yards is about right. That’s about four 
good casts for most of us. If you can visualize 
that distance, try to keep that far away.

Another thing about secret spots: They’re 
still there when you’re not. You may have a 
location where you catch the heck out of redfish 
on the outgoing tide. Maybe you’ve tried it on 
the incoming tide and come up empty a couple 
times, so you’re only there when the tide’s 
going out. But there might be another guy who 
catches the heck out of big trout in the exact 
same spot, but only when the tide is flooding in. 
You might drive past on your way to someplace 
else, see that guy anchored at your spot, and 
laugh under your breath about him wasting his 
casts. Shows what you know.

Mother Nature has a clock. If you’ve spent 
any amount of time on Charlotte Harbor, you’ve 
probably started to figure out her time frames. 
For example, every fall a school of redfish shows 
up around Whorehouse Point. Sometimes it’s 
200 fish, sometimes it’s 2,000. If you’re the first 
one who stumbles upon them in a particular 
year, you might think of them as “your” fish. 
The guys who used to gillnet them 50 years ago 
also though of them as “their” fish. Hopefully, 
50 years from now, they’ll still be there for 

someone to think of them as “their” fish.
For offshore fishing, it’s a whole other game. 

In the open Gulf of Mexico, there actually are 
some secret spots. Most of the sea is basically a 
desert. Like a desert, there are oases. The oases 
are reefs, rockpiles, ledges and other structure. 

Most of the bigger oases are pretty easy to 
find — the locations are published and not 
hard to look up online. They also appear on 
many charts. When you’re fishing one of these 
larger reefs, you expect to share the area with 
other anglers. Unless they drive across your 
anchor line or troll right in front of you, it’s not 
worth getting irritated about.

The secret spots are the little ones: A limestone 
ledge that only runs for 50 feet, an “unofficial” 
artificial reef where someone dumped a couple 
old refrigerators, a pile of rock the size of your 
living room. Those locations are hard to come by. 
You can troll for gag grouper and then mark the 
spot where you get a hit. You can look for small 
anomalies on your bottom machine. You can get 
numbers from a (really, really) good friend. 

Or you can do what too many people already 
do and poach the numbers: Just wait until 
you see an anchored boat and then buzz by, 
marking the spot to check out later. Of course, 
poaching numbers puts you at risk of being 
used for target practice, because it’s pretty 
much a dirtbag thing to do, but it’s an unfortu-
nately common practice.

It’s easy to think we have spots that are all 
ours, but the fact is that even the most remote 
creeks or backwaters are targeted by other 
anglers. It’s a hard fact of life, but we all just 
have to get used to the idea of other people 
fishing where we fish. Fishing spots are not 
girlfriends or wives — learn to share. 

But that doesn’t mean you can’t be the best 
at fishing a particular honeyhole. Take the time 
to learn your area. Be observant of the little 
things: Bird activity, water temperature, baitfish 
schools. If you pay attention, you’ll come to 
learn what’s normal and what’s out of character 
or different. Once you get in tune with things, 
you’ll find yourself being more successful.

Robert Lugiewicz is the manager of Fishin’ 
Frank’s Bait & Tackle, located at 4425-D 
Tamiami Trail in Charlotte Harbor and at 14531 
N. Cleveland Ave. in North Fort Myers. Call 
941-625-3888 for more information about 
the shop or for local fishing info, or visit them 
online at FishinFranks.com.
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This month I’m going to do something a little 
different. Our red tide situation, combined with 
the Lake Okeechobee water releases, has been 
in the forefront of social media and local news. 
So I decided to interview someone on the front 
lines of fighting for a solution to this problem. 
At the very least, this might help educate those 
who just don’t know. At best, it will help moti-
vate others to help.

I decided to interview Capt. Josh Greer. Josh 
is a fourth-generation Floridian, born and 
raised in Homestead. He came from a farming 
background in south Dade County. He moved 
to Port Charlotte in 2004 and started guiding 
full time in 2008. Many of you have probably 
chartered with Josh with XXL Charters, and 
more of you might remember his WaterLine 
columns from 2012 to 2016. 

In 2015, he started West Wall Outfitters, a 
full-service fly fishing shop in Port Charlotte. 
He uses his reach in the fishing community 
to try and tackle conservation issues such as 
water quality and habitat loss. He does so as 
an active member of Captain for Clean Water.

Cayle: Josh, tell me about Captains for 
Clean Water.

Josh: CFCW is grassroots non-profit that was 
started by some friends of mine in Fort Myers 
after the horrific Lake Okeechobee discharges 
in the winter of 2016. We had a very rainy 
winter in 2016 and water managers started 
discharges from Lake O right in the middle of 
our tourist season. This greatly impacted the 
business of fishing guides and tourism-based 
businesses in the Fort Myers and Sanibel areas. 
Not to mention it caused long-term damage to 
the local estuaries. Capt. Daniel Andrews and 
Capt. Chris Wittman founded CFCW to unite the 
fishing and tourism industries and stand up for 
the local estuaries that were being destroyed 
by the Lake O discharges.

C: You call it Captains for Clean Water. Is it 
only for charter captains or can anyone join?

J: Yes, it’s called Captains for Clean Water, 
but you do not have to be a captain to join. 
CFCW has members from all walks of life, 
from guides to real estate agents to everyday 
concerned citizens.

C: CFCW recently visited Washington, D.C., 
correct?

J: Yes, and I joined them for the trip. We 
were there to help lobby the feds to do their 
part in Everglades restoration to help stop the 
discharges and send clean water south where 
it is desperately needed. I’d say we were very 
successful in doing so. We made very good 
headway and really got our message across to 
people that are making decisions.

C: What are your forward goals for 
Captains for Clean Water?

J: The goal moving forward with CFCW 
is to see this issue to the end. To stop the 
discharges out of the lake and get the clean 
fresh water to Florida Bay that it so badly 
needs. This is not a short-term fight and 
CFCW is in it for the long haul.

C: We’ve had a lot of fish kills recently. 
What do you think is causing them?

J: Yes, we’ve had ridiculous fish kills lately. 
The cause of those kills is red tide. Red tide 
is a natural occurring alga. When it blooms, 
it suffocates fish it also bothers mammals by 
attacking the respiratory system. We’ve always 
had red tide. We see blooms about once a year, 
but they seem to be getting worse.

C: What are your thoughts on the fresh-
water releases from Lake Okeechobee?

J: The discharges from Lake O are horrible. 
They bring massive amounts of nutrient rich 
water to the estuary. They devastate every-
thing in its path. The grass flats and oyster 
bars in the southern Pine Island Sound and the 
mouth of the Caloosahatchee River have been 
wiped out by the discharges. Not to mention 
that the Caloosahatchee River was never natu-
rally connected to Lake Okeechobee so these 

discharges are a manmade disaster.

C: A lot of people think because our near 
shore currents swing south that the releases 
from Lake O don’t affect us north of the 
Caloosahatchee River. Is that true?

J: Not exactly. Most of the water does 
flow south out of the Caloosahatchee River, 
but we are still directly impacted. As soon 
as the discharges start, most of the guides 
and fishermen from down south come up to 
fish Charlotte Harbor. We already have a lot 
of fishing pressure, so having all those extra 
boats up here makes fishing tough. When they 
are discharging a lot of water, we’ve seen it 
coming out of Matlatcha Pass into the Harbor.

C: Lake Okeechobee itself is relatively 
healthy. Where do all the algae and contam-
inates come from if the lake is healthy?

J: Even if Lake O was healthy, the freshwater 
discharges would still kill sea grass and oysters 
in Pine Island Sound and Matlacha and ruin 
the fishing. Right now, most of the lake is 
covered with green algae. Not to mention the 
bottom of the lake is covered in muck that 
contains all the nasty stuff that they back-
pumped off the sugar cane fields for decades 
until they were banned from doing it. Every 
time we have a big storm, that sediment gets 
stirred up and dumped out the rivers.

C: Blue-green algae is another thing 
people are complaining about. Why is it such 
a big deal if it is a freshwater algae? Won’t 
it just die in salt water like red tide dies in 
fresh water?

J: The algae is another part of the problem. 
It’s not going to end up in salt water, but it’s 
caused a lot more problems in Stuart on the 
east coast of Florida.

C: I think water quality is a big issue here 
in the Harbor. I think it is the big player in 
the reduction of our redfish population. I 
believe it is killing our redfish fry given what 
I have seen dragging purse seine nets with 
the Don Ball School of fishing. We haven’t 
caught redfish fingerling in the nets in the 
past 4 years. You also don’t see the amount 
of finger mullet you used to either. Do you 
think that water quality is to blame for our 
lack of redfish or do you feel other factors 
are more to blame?

J: Water quality, in my opinion, is one of the 
major factors that we have seen a huge decline 
in redfish. The biggest problem is the red tide 
killing the big breeding fish off the beach. 
These issues, along with devastating habitat 
loss and ridiculous fishing and boating pres-
sure, are huge threats to the future of redfish 
in Charlotte Harbor.

C: Everyone wants that beautiful green 
lawn. Well, except for me because then I 
have to mow the darn thing. I don’t think 
many people, especially those that live on 
canals, realize what fertilizer does to our 
estuary. Here is a chance to educate. What 
are your feelings on local fertilization?

J: You’re not the only one that doesn’t want 
to mow the crap. I hate it. Absolutely this is a 
problem. Those same nutrients coming out of 

Lake O are in the fertilizer people put on their 
lawns, and they end up running off in to the 
Harbor and feeding red tide and other algae.

C: Mosaic wants to build a phosphate mine 
in Arcadia, and is also asking permission to 
send all waste phosphate down Horse Creek, 
which feeds into the Peace River and even-
tually into our Harbor. Personally I think this 
may be the stupidest thing I’ve ever heard. 
What are your thoughts on this?

J: Mosaic and the water they let out is a 
major contributor to the problems in Charlotte 
Harbor. I think they are the sleeping giant that 
no one seems to be talking about. If they start 
mining DeSoto and letting that crap down 
Horse Creek, we are doomed. If you think the 
red tide is bad now, you haven’t seen anything. 
That might be the worst thing to happen to 
Charlotte Harbor since we settled here. People 

need to get involved and stop this. If we don’t, 
we very well may be doomed.

Josh, thank you for your information and 
your dedication to keeping our water clean. I 
hope people take your words to heart. I firmly 
believe we are at the tipping point. Hopefully 
we can weight down the back of this bus that’s 
hanging off the edge of the cliff and rescue our 
waters. If you are interested in a charter, fly 
fishing equipment, or joining up and helping 
the cause, Capt. Josh Greer can be reached at 
WestWallFlyShop@gmail.com, 941-875-9630 
(shop), or 863-781-1373 (cell).

Capt. Cayle Wills owns and operates Bad 
Fish Charters on Charlotte Harbor. You can 
contact him at 941-916-4538 or Capt.Cayle@
ReelBadFish.com. You can also visit him 
online at ReelBadFish.com or Facebook.com/
BadFishCharters.

Photo provided

Nutrients from Lake 
Okeechobee have turned 
the upper Caloosahatchee 
River into pea soup.

Let’s talk clean water
ANGLING 201 • CAPT. CAYLE WILLS
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Okeechobee water flowing 
down the Caloosahatchee is 
a problem. But so is rampant 
development across Florida.

A LIFE ON THE WATER • CAPT. VAN HUBBARD

Blame or 
solution?

What’s more important to you: Blame or 
solutions? Let’s stop placing blame for our water 
quality problems. It’s counterproductive. We 
need to identify the factual problems; then 
acknowledge them so we can address the issues. 
It’s way past time to start fixing the sources of 
our red tide and water quality challenges.

Red tide and water discharges are nothing 
new. We have endured them forever. Yes, 
forever. Our water quality problems have 
grown as our population expands. More 
growth and development, more problems.

Things exploded as we dredged and filled 
projects all over Florida in the 1950s and ‘60s. 
We have had numerous problems since they 
dredged the Intracoastal Waterway more 
than 50 years ago. We altered natural flows 
and flushing all over Florida, and now we pay 
the price for messing with Mother Nature. 
We enjoyed a paradise until it was altered by 
human hands. 

This is a problem that isn’t going away 
without sacrifices and a lot of money. If you 
think preventing more damage is expensive, 
just try to replace our ecosystems and economy 
after it’s destroyed. It can’t be done — not at 
any price.

The Army Corps must release water from 
Lake Okeechobee or endanger lives from 
breaching the dikes. Just look at the loss of live 
in 28 hurricanes. Blame sugar and agriculture 
if you want, but if they disappeared tomorrow 
we still have bigger problems. 

Is it possible that political manipula-
tion could be behind much of this to hurt 
Commissioner Putnam and other Republican 
candidates? You are being led away from 
actual problems. Many of us are distracted for 
someone else’s political gains.

We continue to cram more new folks into 
our coastal and watershed areas. More people 
creates more runoff and increased pollutants 
in our waters. Ignore reality or acknowledge 
real issues and accurately, scientifically iden-
tify the sources.

Which is more important to us? Green yards 
and lush high maintenance landscaping or 
our water quality? Look at our developed 
lands and how they follow our coastlines and 
watersheds. These population concentrations 
contribute nutrients which feed and stimulate 
red tide blooms and algae growth. 

In many areas right now, the awful stench 
from decaying green algae is as bad as the 
dead fish. Algae thrives in cooler water but 
dies in summer heat. Yes, old dead fish are also 
problems in many areas. When they combine, 
it’s a disaster.

I watched a program on Charlotte County’s 
channel last week about water quality issues in 
Florida’s springs and estuaries. It was a board 
meeting of Swiftmud’s last meeting on these 
issues (April, I believe). They have addressed 
the agriculture issues and believe these are 
minimized. Look at evidence and make your 
own conclusions. Agriculture businesses can’t 

afford to waste money with today’s tight profit 
margins. Fertilizers are only productive if kept 
in the root zone layers. Golf courses are smarter 
and have minimized their runoff losses too. 

Both Swiftmud and Dr. Brian LaPoint have 
studied our issues and deduced from their works 
that septic leaching and yard runoff are our 
largest contributors to nitrogen. Many educated 
leaders and scientist believe that the Kissimmee 
River and Caloosahatchee Rivers are polluted 
and major problems requiring our immediate 
attention. The Kissimmee watershed has about 
two million people living upstream with about 
600,000 septic tanks. Septic systems cannot 
function properly if the water table is too close. 
They require dirt to function properly.

This red tide eruption occurring now has 
trashed our local economy for the last big 
weekend opportunity of summer. We are 
now facing the slow season without that 
extra week’s income. We were actually lucky 
this backed down for Easter because it was 
looming then. 

Note that this red tide bloom occurred 
before any Lake O discharges could have 
reached our area. This outbreak, like all the 
others, came right after a heavy rain event. We 
have local problems that require our attention 
if you want to solve our pollution problems. 
Watch that Swiftmud meeting to understand 
the problems better.

I’m not impressed with the expo-
sure-seeking captains complaining but not 

addressing the actual problems or offering any 
thought out potential solutions. I brought this 
issue up at every Charlotte Harbor meeting 
that UF sponsored and Sea Grant helped with. 
We are dying if we continue to ignore our 
problems!

The press has picked up this issue and is 
warning folks to stay away from our coast and 
beaches, just before the Fourth of July. This 
hurts the local economy significantly. But can 
you blame them? Who wants to spend the 
holiday on a stinky beach?

I’ll close with some good news: We do have 
good fishing farther out in to the Gulf — no 
red tide problems offshore yet. Grouper and 
snapper are all open, and if you can safely go 
deeper we do have fish. Things begin to clear 
up at about 40 feet. There are a few Spanish 
mackerel and even kings scattered around. 
You can carry live shrimp but not pinfish or 
minnows through red tide blooms. Minnows 
are available in about 50 feet. Try Sabiki rigs 
and carry extras. The fishing has been good 
in the upper Harbor area also. If you don’t see 
live fish, just keep looking. Remember, you 
can’t catch fish if you don’t go fishin’, so let’s go 
fishin’ soon.

Capt. Van Hubbard is a highly respected 
outdoor writer and fishing guide. He has been 
a professional USCG-licensed year-round guide 
since 1976, and has been fishing the South-
west Florida coast since 1981. Contact him at 
941-468-4017 or VanHubbard@CaptVan.com.

YACHT BROKERAGE 
& BOAT SALES

“Stoney” Stonecipher
Licensed Yacht Broker

Stoney@BobHodgemarine.com

619-889-4168
Selling or buying a boat?
Let me help you!

Serving All of Charlotte County, 
South Sarasota County and Boca 
Grande.

Aquamarina Palm Harbour’s 
resident Yacht & Boat broker.
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Armadillos might be 
traditionally cute like 
a puppy, but there’s a 
certain appeal to Bodhi’s 
long-snouted little face.

PEACE RIVER WILDLIFE CENTER • ROBIN JENKINS, DVM

Meet Bodhi
Peace River Wildlife Center has a new 

education animal — a nine-banded 
armadillo. Our new resident’s name is 
Bodhi (pronounced BOH-dee), short for 
Bodhisattva. Bodhisattva is a Sanskrit 
term for someone who delays personal 
nirvana for the enlightenment of others.

Although often misunderstood and 
surrounded by myths and falsehoods, 
armadillos make good neighbors. Bodhi 
is going to delay his return to the wild 
to help people come to a better under-
standing about the “little armored ones.”

While armadillos are native to South 
America and the southwestern United 
States, they have been in Florida since 
the early 1900s, either having made 
their own way across the panhandle 
or via intentional introduction. They 
were used as a food source during the 
Great Depression. They are considered 
naturalized at this time in Florida — not 
invasive, since they don’t harm any of our 
native species.

Let’s talk about the elephant in 
the room first and get that over with: 
Leprosy. Most people have heard of it, 
but honestly have no idea, other than 
the reference as a biblical plague, what 
it really means. Leprosy, or Hansen’s 
disease, is a slow growing bacterial 
infection (Mycobacterium leprae) of the 
nerves, skin, eyes, or respiratory tract 
that can go undetected for up to 20 
years. In the past, it could result in the 
inability to feel pain and lead to loss of 
body parts due to repeated injuries or 
undetected wounds.

As an old testament scourge, it was 
pretty heady stuff. Now there are tests and 
treatments for it in modern societies. And 
whom can we thank for that? A scientist 
named Hansen (wouldn’t you love to have 
a hideously disfiguring disease named 
after you?!) and his lab “rats,” the arma-
dillos. With their low body temperature, 
they are the only other organism known 
to contract leprosy and were intentionally 
infected to be used as a model for treat-
ment and cure.

Rough estimates of up to 20 percent of 
armadillos may be naturally infected, but 
few of those animals live long enough to 
become symptomatic or infective. Luckily, 
95 percent of the human population is 
not even susceptible to the disease. And 

the only known cases of transmission 
from armadillos to humans is from eating 
improperly cooked meat. So, if you’re 
serving up “possum on the half shell,” be 
sure to cook it thoroughly. (Editor’s note: 
During the Depression, they were often 
referred to as “Hoover hogs” — a dis to 
the president seen as responsible for the 
lousy economy and a reference to the 
porklike flavor of the meat.)

Aside from stocking your pantry, what 
can armadillos do for you? They are fasci-
nating creatures. As omnivores, they eat 
just about anything available, including 
carrion, but 90 percent of their diet is 
composed of insects. As they dig through 
a healthy lawn, they aerate the soil and 
remove plant-damaging insects. They are 
one of very few species that can eat fire 
ants without sustaining injury from the 
insect’s venom.

Armadillos are susceptible to cold and 
heat. They don’t hibernate and have a 
low metabolic rate, so are not found 
outside of the temperate zone. They 
also can’t handle the heat, and here in 
Florida are usually active only at night 
— especially during the summer. They 
sleep up to 16 hours a day in one of the 
many burrows they may have in a given 
territory and spend most of their waking 
hours in search of food.

As with most burrowing animals, 
they have poor eyesight. They do have 
an acute sense of smell, however, 
and can detect insects up to 9 inches 
underground. They use their long, sticky 
tongues to gather up ants and termites, 
much like their relatives the anteaters. 
They have a few peg-like molars, but 
those teeth have no enamel and so are 
quite soft.

An armadillo can cross a narrow body 
of water by holding its breath for up 
to six minutes and walking across the 
bottom. Or it can “swallow air,” inflating 
its stomach and intestines for buoyancy 
to swim across a wider body of water.

It has dermal plates on its back for 
protection. While this thick leathery 
covering is not firm enough to deter 
predators like coyotes or dogs, it does 
protect the armadillo from thorns and 
briars as it dives under cover. It can also 
use its strong legs and claws to quickly 
dig underground. The soft belly has a few 

fine hairs that are used for sensory input, 
much like a cat’s whiskers.

The armadillo’s only real defense 
mechanism is its ability to jump. Being 
nearly deaf and blind, it often finds itself 
quite close to a predator before it realizes 
the danger. It will then leap three feet in 
the air to startle the predator, giving the 
armadillo time to run away. This works 
fairly well against a dog. Not so much 
against a pick-up trying to straddle one 
in the middle of a road on a dark night.

Adult armadillos are solitary animals 
about the size of a cat, 15 to 17 inches 
long, plus another 15 inches for the tail, 
and weigh 8 to 17 pounds. They usually 
live 5 to 7 years in the wild and up to 15 
years in captivity. They mate in late July 
in Florida, with the young normally born 
in February or March. The five-month 
gestation can be delayed up to four 
months while mom waits for the appro-
priate conditions. Once the fertilized egg 
has finally implanted, it splits into four 
identical quadruplets.

Our buddy Bohdi was found lying on 
a lawn in the direct sun. We don’t know 
how he got separated from his mother 
and brothers. He was overheated, dehy-
drated and close to death. He has since 
recovered nicely and is ready to begin 
his career as one of PRWC’s education 
outreach animals. 

Watch for him at an event near you 
and see how much you have in common 
with this fascinating creature. He enjoys 
earthworms, grubs and long, snuffling 
walks in anthills. OK, so maybe not too 
much in common with him, but you can 
still have an appreciation for all that he 
and his kin can do for us. Or at least allay 
some of the fears and misunderstand-
ings that plague this prehistoric-looking 
mammal.

Peace River Wildlife Center is a 
nonprofit organization, dedicated to 
the care, preservation and protection of 
Charlotte County’s native wildlife since 
1978. They are open seven days a week 
year-round, including holidays. Tours 
are offered from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. PRWC 
receives no government funding and 
relies entirely on private donations. For 
more info, visit PRWildlife.org, email 
PeaceRiverWildlife@yahoo.com or call 
941-637-3830.
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The Coriolis effect moves 
hurricanes and the oceans 
themselves, so why not a 
flushing toilet?

ASK YOUR SEA GRANT AGENT • BETTY STAUGLER

The Coriolis effect
Fact or fiction: Toilet bowl water spins 

clockwise in the northern hemisphere and 
counterclockwise in the southern hemisphere 
as a result of Coriolis effect. Before I give you 
the answer, let’s explore Coriolis a bit.

The Coriolis effect was described by French 
scientist Gustave de Coriolis in 1835. It is the 
perceived change in position of an intended 
target on the Earth’s surface due to the 
Earth’s rotation. An object that moves in a 
north-south or longitudinal direction will 
undergo apparent deflection to the right in 
the Northern Hemisphere and to the left in the 
Southern Hemisphere.

There are two reasons: First, our planet 
rotates eastward. Second, the linear velocity 
of a point on the Earth relative to its target 
is a function of latitude. Explained simply, 
the Earth’s surface is rotating faster at the 
equator (which is wide) than at either pole 
(which is narrow compared to the equator). 
An object moving northward from the 
equator towards an intended target will be 
deflected eastward faster than the rotation 
of its target farther north.

The Coriolis deflection is therefore related 
to the motion of the object, the motion of 
the Earth, and the latitude. Coriolis effect 
results in winds deflected to the right in the 
Northern Hemisphere and to the left in the 
Southern Hemisphere, thus creating our 
trade winds. Global winds drag on the water’s 
surface, causing it to move and build up in the 
direction that the wind is blowing. 

This also results in the deflection of major 
surface ocean currents to the right in the 
Northern Hemisphere (in a clockwise spiral) 
and to the left in the Southern Hemisphere (in 
a counter-clockwise spiral). These major spirals 
of ocean-circling currents are called “gyres” 
and occur north and south of the equator. They 
cannot exist at the equator, where the Coriolis 
effect is not present.

The Ekman spiral, named after Swedish 
scientist Vagn Walfrid Ekman who first theo-
rized it in 1902, is a consequence of the Coriolis 
effect. When driven by wind, the topmost layer 
of surface water in the Northern Hemisphere 
flows at about 45 degrees to the right of the 
wind direction. Deeper layers of water respond 

to the friction of the layer above and also 
deflect to the right, but at a slower speed. 

Each subsequent deeper layer slides 
horizontally over the one above it like a deck 
of cards creating a spiral effect, until the 
movement ceases at a depth of about 330 
feet. Because the deeper layers of water move 
more slowly than the shallower layers, they 
tend to “twist around” and flow opposite to 
the surface current. The average direction of 
all this turning water from the wind direction 
is known as Ekman transport.

To explain Ekman spirals and transport, 
Ekman used the observations of Fridtjof 
Nansen. Nansen, an explorer from Norway, 
purposely froze his ship into the Arctic sea ice 
in 1893. Nansen thought the ice, which moves 
with the currents, would eventually take him 
to the North Pole.

He never made it to the North Pole, but 
for three years he was adrift, and during 
that time he made a lot of observations. Of 
those, Nansen observed that the ice was not 
moving in the same direction as the wind — 
rather, it was moving to the right of the wind 

direction. Ekman later made a mathematical 
model of these movements to explain the 
phenomenon.

Back to my fact or fiction question about 
Coriolis and the flushing toilet: It’s fiction. 
The rotation of the Earth is very small; only 
one rotation per day. The water in a toilet 
might make a several rotations a second, so its 
rotation rate is many thousand times greater 
than that of the Earth. As a result, the Coriolis 
force is orders of magnitude smaller than any 
of the forces involved in a flushing toilet. The 
Coriolis force is so small, that it plays no role 
in determining the direction of rotation of a 
draining toilet.

Betty Staugler is the Charlotte County 
extension agent for the Florida Sea Grant 
Program. She is active in many areas relating 
to boating, fishing, and watershed/coastal 
living. The Florida Sea Grant College Program 
supports research and education activities that 
help Florida’s shoreline communities, industries 
and citizens wisely use the state’s coastal and 
marine resources. Contact her at staugler@ufl.
edu or 941-764-4346.
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18 FT. 1997 PRO LINE 180 fiberglass, cc, 115hp ,
2Stroke Johnson with auto oil inject, 

New Aluminum Trailer, Great White trolling
motor, Bow casting seat, Blue Bimini top and

Sunbrella covers, many extras.  
$ 5995.00.   Contact Brian at San Carlos Marine

N. Ft. Myers.   239-334-3424

18' Mariah 2003 w/Bimini & Cover. Merc 135HP 3.0 L.
Magic Tilt Galvanized 2003 Single Axle Trailer $5800. $4,800. obo

REDUCED!! 

18.5’ 2001 BASS TRACKER PRO
90HP MERCURY W/ 37 HRS! MINN-KOTA WHITE

WATER TROLLING MOTOR W/ REMOTE. GALV.
TRAILER W/ NEW TIRES. MANY EXTRAS!   

$6000.     305-987-1634

19’ 2016 SEA RAY 190 SPX W/ MERCURY 150 HP 4 STROKE
132 HOURS  W/ TRAILER- ONE OWNER EXCEL/ CONDI-

TION: OPTIONS: BOW & COCKPIT COVER, SONY STEREO,
SKI PYLON, GAMIN ECHO COLOR GPS, BIMINI TOP $

32,945 CALL TIM 401-413-9647 OR
TIM.BLANCHARD@MARINEMAX.COM

20’ 2005 SEA PRO 20 CC W/ YAMAHA 150 4 STROKE 
( ONLY 289 HOURS) ONE OWNER, GREAT BOAT FOR THE $
OPTIONS: T-TOP, POWER POLE W/ REMOTE, MOTORGUIDE
TROLL MOTOR W/ REMOTE, DUAL BATT. BUILT IN CHARG-
ER, GPS, VHF, DUAL BATTERIES W/ SWITCH & MORE CALL

JEREMY 941-376-3345 OR
JEREMY.BRADSHAW@MARINEMAX.COM

2006 FOUNTAIN 33 SCF W/ T- 275 MERCURY VERADOS
(140 HOURS)- GREAT PERFORMANCE, OPTIONS: GENERATOR,

COLORED GELCOAT, HARD TOP, OUTRIGGERS, ENCLOSED
HEAD, A/C IN CABIN, GPS- RADAR VVHF & MORE

..$124,950 CALL TIM 401-413-9647

14.5` SHOALWATER CAT -T-TOP, 
2016 E-TECH 60 (APPROX 30 HRS), GARMIN

441S GPS,  TROLLING MOTOR, 2 STICKIT
ANCHOR PINS W/ BRAKE, NEW BAITWELL PUMP,

SINGLE AXLE TRAILERL. $12,500. 
941-204-4494  OR 941-286-2977

15’ 2013 BOSTON WHALER 150 SS W/ MERCURY 60
HP 4 STROKE (174 HOURS)- OPTIONS: GALV.

TRAILER, GARMIN GPS W/ FISH FINDER, STAIN-
LESS STEEL ROD HOLDER, BIMINI TOP & MORE

$16,945 401-413-9647
TIM.BLANCHARD@MARINEMAX.COM

16’ 2004 FLATS SKIFF 
SUNDANCE CC, 40HP, PUSH POLE & 
PLATFORM. BIMINI TOP, TROLLING MOTOR,

FF, LIVE WELL,  EXC. CONDITION. 
$5,250. 941-830-4693

17' McKee Craft 1988 Yamaha 4 Cyl 115 HP
4 Stroke. W/Bimini & Galvanized Trailer $3,900.

17' SUNCAT Several To Choose From!
Please Call Punta Gorda’s 

Com-Pac Dealer 
941-833-0099 or 941-639-2320

17.2’ NEW 2017 SEA PRO 172 CENTER CONSOLE
W/ 90 HP MERC. 4 STROKE , RECRC. BAITWELL,

HELM PAD, FULL CG EQUIPMENT  & MORE A
STEAL AT  $19,990  CALL JEREMY 941-376-3345 OR

JEREMY.BRADSHAW@MARINEMAX.COM

READY TO LIST YOUR BOAT? 9414293110

1 pound raw shrimp, peeled and deveined
1/4 cup oil
1-1/2 pounds okra, stems cut off and sliced thin
1 large onion, chopped
2 large tomatoes, peeled and pureed
4 large cloves garlic, crushed and pureed
1 tsp salt
3/4 tsp ground thyme
Hot sauce or cayenne pepper, to taste

Heat oil in a large, high-walled skillet over low heat. Simmer okra, onions, tomatoes, 
and garlic together 1-1/2 to 2 hours, or until the okra cooks apart and the other 
vegetables come together. Stir often to avoid burning. Add salt, thyme, hot sauce, and 
shrimp. Cook until shrimp turn pink (only a few minutes). Serves 4.

— Recipe from All-Fish-Seafood-Recipes.com

A clip-n-save seafood 
recipe provided by

SHRIMP WITH OKRA

Photo provided

If you want to catch bass in 
shallow water, you’d better 
start early. Fish smart and 
you can catch all day.

Water temperature plays a huge role in 
summertime bass fishing. If you have a ther-
mometer on your boat, you will see the water 
temperature move as much as 10 degrees from 
sunrise to the middle of the afternoon. How you 
decide to target bass during these time frames 
can play a big role in the success of your day.

As long as I have been bass fishing in Florida, 
one fact stands out above all others: Bass are 
more active when the water is cooler. Whether 
they get more active due to the water cooling 
overnight, or the bait simply moves around 
more early in the day, I can’t really say — but 
it’s true. It’s also true that shallow water warms 
faster than deeper water. 

Because of that, bass are better targeted in 
shallower water early as opposed to later in 
the day. Mind you, they won’t stray far from 
cover or deeper water where they return as the 
water temperature starts to rise, but early on 
you can find them in that cooler shallow water.

On the flip side of that coin, bass will do one 
of two things as the water temperature starts 
to rise. They will either head to deeper water 
— which we all know simply is not there in 
most Florida lakes — or they will seek out the 
shadiest cover they can find and hole up there. 
The slight break that bass get from the deeper 
or shadier water being cooler is something 
they will always be drawn to.

One of the toughest things to do is gauge 
when you should move from shallow early 
spots to deeper or thicker later spots. In my last 
tournament, I stuck in the shallow spots too 
long. I caught two quick bass and never found 
another one the rest of the day — mainly 
because I stayed shallow and never moved out 
to deeper water with scattered hydrilla just 
100 yards away.

I watched the temperature of the water go 
up but didn’t get off my shallow pattern until 
it was too late. After a pass or two without a 
bite, I should have turned the boat and headed 
out to the deeper water with good thick cover. 
My point here is that timing is everything. You 
may get a few good fish early, but don’t expect 
them to hang out there all day. They won’t. 
They will move to where they are comfortable.

When you decide it’s time to move out, 
don’t be afraid to go with heavier gear when 
searching for bass in the thicker cover. Use a 
larger bullet weigh to work that soft plastic 
bait through the vegetation. You want to 
bang that bait off of everything you possibly 
can trying to entice those bass to bite. If 
you are moving to deeper water with less 
vegetation, I would suggest a Carolina rig 
fished really slow. Make sure your bait stays 
in contact with the bottom and stays in the 
strike zone as long as possible.

My next tournament is on the Winter Haven 
chain of lakes. I know these waters well. There 
are lakes with very clean water and some 
significant depth ranges. At the same time, 
you can fish shallow and see it a little murky. 
There is vegetation on every lake, but not all 
of it is productive. You can bet that I will once 
again be facing a decision to make on when 
to move from the shallow spots out to the 
deeper water with cover. The bad part is that 
not all of the lakes have the good cover I want 
both shallow and deep. There are a couple, but 
those areas are generally hammered pretty 
hard this time of year.

Now that I finally got the boat back, and 
I have days off after the 4th of July, I plan 
on paying very close attention to the water 
temperature. I’ll watch when it starts to rise 
and at what temperature that early shallow bite 
stops. Once I see those things happen, I’ll know 
it’s time to abandon the shallows and move to 
cover or depth. For Missy and me, this is prob-
ably our best chance to take home a win before 
the season is out, and the things I’ve outlined 
here are going to be followed to the letter.

Time on the water will be put in to prove 
this out, so I’m hoping that over the course of 
the five days I get to practice for this tourna-
ment I can use this logic and boat some really 
nice bass. I know I will — I just have to follow 
the process and not talk myself out of it.

Greg Bartz is a tournament bass fisherman 
based in Lakeland. Greg fishes lakes throughout 
Florida’s Heartland with his wife and tour-
nament partner, Missy. Contact him at Greg.
Bartz@SummitHoldings.com.

Where to 
fish when

TOURNAMENT BASSIN’ • GREG BARTZ
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24' Nomad Nimble 1999, Roomy pilot house, 50 HP
Yamaha Out board motor, 2000 Tandem axle trailer $20,995.

25’ 2016 Everglades 255 CC w/ T- Yamaha 200 hp 4
strokes, ext. warr. Til 8/2020, options: 2 Simrad 12” GPS-
chartplotter-fish finder, VHF, Fusion stereo w/ JL amp &
speakers, windlass , battery charger & more $149,995 

call Tim 401-413-9647 or 
tim.blanchard@marinemax.com

25' GS 249 Glastron 2001, Bimini & Side Curtains,
250 HP Volvo V-8 Low Hours. GPS. No Trailer $11,950

25.6’ 2013 SEA FOX 256 CC PRO W/ T- YAMAHA 150 HP 4
STROKES, CONTINENTAL DUAL AXLE TRLR., T- TOP W/ OUTRIGGERS,
ENCLOSED HEAD JL AUDIO SOUND SYSTEM, GARMAN 4212 GPS-

FISHFINDER, VHF & MORE $ 64,495  CALL TIM 401-413-9647 OR
TIM.BLANCHARD@MARINEMAX.COM

26’ 2004 SEA RAY 260 SUNDANCER W/ MERC. 350 MAG
( 589 HOURS)- NEW RISERS/MANIFOLD 1/2018 OPTIONS:
GENERATOR, AIR CONDITIONING, VACUFLUSH HEAD, DUAL
BATTERIES & MORE $ 32,950 CALL JEREMY 941-376-

3345 OR JEREMY.BRADSHAW@MARINEMAX.COM

26 REGAL 2665 WITH DIESEL POWER AND
GENERATOR, 2004 AT $40K LIFT KEPT, HURRY ON

THIS ONE!! CALL SHELLI 941-662 7951
PUNTA GORDA YACHT BROKERS

26' Mako Walkaround Twin 200 H.P. Yamaha
H.D. Trailer Serious fishing Boat.  Nice cabin

accommodations. Garmin GPS/F.F.,
VHF.  Solid boat .  Runs nice.   

See full details and virtual water test video
@   17MARINELLC.COM 941-575-4835

27’  2016 SEA RAY 270 SDX DECK BOAT W/ MERC. 350 VERADO
(149 HOURS)- ONE OWNER, INSIDE STORED, OPTIONS: TOWER, COCKPIT
& BOW COVER, ROCKFORD STEREO, RAY GPS, ENCLOSED PUMP OUT

HEAD, LED LIGHTING & MORE $ 86,950 CALL JEREMY 941-376-3345
OR JEREMY.BRADSHAW@MARINEMAX.COM

2016 SEA RAY 290 SUNDECK OUTBOARD W/TWIN 250 
MERCURY VERADOS WITH JOYSTICK PILOTING (210 HOURS)

RAYMARINE GPS , VHF SEADEK, INFINITY FLOORING,
TRANSOM SUNPAD PUMP-OUT HEAD COCKPIT AND BOW COVERS

DOCKING LIGHTS AND MORE... $145,950 
CALL MARINEMAX VENICE 941-485-3388

2017 Sea Ray 270 SDX w/ Merc. 6.2L 320 hp motor-
Very popular boat & great for entertaining: options:
radar arch, cockpit and bow cvr, fresh water shower,

Ray GPS, enclosed head & more SOLD call Jeremy 941-
376-3345 or Jeremy.bradshaw@marinemax.com

21’ 2016 BOSTON WHALER 210 DAUNTLESS W/ 200 HP MERC. PRO
( 49 HOURS)  VERADO- PERFECT SPORT UTILITY- ONE OWNER OPTIONS:
UPGRADED 200 VERADO PRO, POWDER COATED T- TOP, COLORED HULL,
12 “ GARMIN GPS, FUSION STEREO, BOW CUSHIONS, FRESH WATER

SHOWER & MORE….$64,545 CALL TIM 401-413-9647 OR TIM.BLAN-
CHARD@MARINEMAX.COM

21' Ebbtide Deck Boat 2000, Volvo 5.0 Engine just
rebuilt only 1 hour running time Boat $9,995 Trailer $1,580

REDUCED!! 

21.1’ 2014 SEA HUNT 211 ESCAPE DUAL CONSOLE
W/ YAMAHA 150 HP 4S ONLY 65 HOURS- GREAT
FAMILY BOAT, OPTIONS: BIMINI TOP, DUAL BATT.,
COLORED HULL SIDES, GARMAN GPS, JENSEN

STEREO & MORE $38,750 CALL JIM 941-244-4654
OR JIM.PRADA@MARINEMAX.COM

21’  2016 BOSTON WHALER 210 DAUNTLESS W/ MERCURY VERA-
DO 200 HP 4 STROKE (ONLY 49 HOURS)- ONE OWNER EXCELLENT

COND. OPTIONS T- TOP, BOW CUSHION, PORTA POTTI, FRESH WATER
SHOWER, FUSION STEREO, GARMAN GPS- FISHFINDER , COLORED HULL

& MORE $64,545 CALL TIM 401-413-9647 OR
TIM.BLANCAHRD@MARINEMAX.COM

22’  2016 CROWNLINE 22 ECLIPSE E2XS W/ YAMAHA
150 HP 4 STROKE , ENCLOSED HEAD W/ SINK, POLK

AUDIO STEREO, LED LIGHTING, TEAK LOOK SOFT
DECKING, SKI PYLON & MORE $47,895 

CALL TIM 401-413-9647 OR
TIM.BLANCHARD@MARINEMAX.COM 

23' Maxum 2001, Bimini Top & Enclosure. 2001 Mercury
350 Only 341 Hours! Galvanized Trailer Needs tires. $9,995

READY TO LIST YOUR BOAT? 9414293110

Photo provided

Sleuthing leads to 
new opah species

SEATTLE (AP) — The fish buyer noticed 
something different about the large, colorful 
disc-shaped opah waiting to be sold at the 
auction house in Honolulu. Among the differ-
ences: one fish had a bigger eye than the other.

His curiosity set in motion DNA testing and 
more sleuthing that led to the identification of 
three new species of opah — a peculiar deep-
diving fish recently found to be the first fully 
warm-blooded fish.

“The more we looked, the more differences 
we could pull out,” said Karen Underkoffler, 
lead author of a recently published paper 
in the peer-reviewed journal Zootaxa that 
describes the anatomical characteristics of 
the different species of opah, including one 
marked by its big eyes and a purple tongue.

In all, the team of scientists with NOAA 
Fisheries identified five distinct species of 
opah, revealing that there isn’t a single global 
species. Three are newly identified, one 
was already named and researchers better 
identified another that had been previously 
described.

“We have known for quite some time that 
opahs in different parts of the world look 
different,” Misty Paig-Tran, assistant professor 
of marine biology and biomechanics at Cal 
State Fullerton who was not involved in the 
paper, said in an email.

People were calling them all the same thing, 
and the paper clearly shows their differences, 
she wrote, adding that it’s great to finally have 
anatomical descriptions and DNA to back those 
descriptions.

The researchers say knowing the population 
of opah — which has a silvery gray body, 
red fins and mouths, and white spots — is 
important to make sure they don’t get over-
fished.

While opah isn’t harvested by commercial 
fisheries, the fish is often caught incidentally 
in commercial fishing for high-value tuna 

or swordfish off the coasts of Hawaii and 
California.

Sport anglers also frequently catch the 
colorful fish, which on average weighs about 
100 pounds and can be bigger than an auto-
mobile tire.

Opah is becoming popular at restaurants 
in Hawaii and elsewhere. The value of U.S. 
commercial landings of opah has increased 
from just a few thousand dollars before 2000 
to nearly $3.2 million in 2016. The Hawaii-
based longline fishing industry reported the 
catching of nearly 30,000 opahs by vessels 
targeting tuna and swordfish in 2015.

Most opah landed by those vessels arrive at 
the United Fishing Agency auction in Hono-
lulu, where Underkoffler was working several 
years ago when Garrett Kitazaki flagged 
the big-eyed opah for her and her colleague 
Meagan Luers, another study co-author.

They took measurements, clipped fins and 
sent tissue samples to the Southwest Fisheries 
Science Center in San Diego. From the samples 
collected at the auction, the team quickly 
determined the fish were distinct from each 
other.

“In that effort to find more, we stumbled 
across more very distinct opah species,” said 
John Hyde, program leader of genetics fisheries 
at the Southwest Fisheries Science Center who 
did the DNA tests.

They put out a call to museums, ports and 
commercial fisheries to get samples of opah. 
They thumbed through literature dating back 
to the 1700s to find references and descrip-
tions of the fish. Underkoffler even traveled to 
Monaco to check out a specimen.

“It kept building and building,” said Under-
koffler, who now works for NOAA’s seafood 
inspection program in Seattle.

Hyde said that “when you realize there are 
five species instead of one, it tells us there’s a 
lot to still discover out there.”

SIZE LIMIT: n/a
BAG LIMIT (per harvester per day): 4 
within the aggregate bag of 4 groupers in 
state waters
SEASON: No closure.
LOCAL AVERAGE SIZE: 5 to 10 lb
WORLD RECORD: 70 lb, 7 oz
FOOD VALUE: Very good; lean and flaky 
meat. Distinctive flavor with a hint of 
iodine but not at all fishy.
HABITAT: Very deep ledges and wrecks. 
Rare in less than 500 feet of water.
LEGAL METHODS: Hook and line 
or spearing. No snagging. 
Reef fish rules apply. 
Non-offset circle 
hooks are 
required 
when using 

natural baits and a dehooking device must 
be available and used when needed.
FISHING TIPS: As with other deepwater 
groupers, drift over suitable structure with 
cut fish or squid fished at the bottom. 
Most often, fishermen use rigs with several 
hooks, the better to catch multiple fish on 
a single drop. Power reels are not required, 
but if you aren’t using one you’ll wish you 
were after the first drop.
NOTES: Relatively common throughout 
the Gulf of Mexico in its preferred habitat, 

and perhaps the most caught of 
the deepwater 

groupers.
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34' FISHER PILOT HOUSE KETCH, COM-
PLETE REFURB, RADAR, NEW ENGINE,

THRUSTER AND MUCH MORE $99K 
CALL JIM 941-740-0389

PUNTA GORDA YACHT BROKERS

34.5’ 2015 BOSTON WHALER 345 CONQUEST W/ TRIPLE
MERCURY 250 HP VERADOS- BOW THRUSTER, BAIT STA-

TION WITH ELECTRIC GRILL, HELM AIR CONDITIONING, FULL
STRATA-GLASS BRIDGE ENCLOSURE, GENERATOR & MUCH

MORE $ 349,900 CALL TIM 401-413-9647 OR
TIM.BANCHARD@MARINEMAX.COM

39’ 2016 CONTENDER 39 CENTER CONSOLE W/ TRIP. YAMAHA
300’S ONLY 109 HOURS- ONE OWNER EXCEPTIONALLY CLEAN & FAST.

SHE IS CONTENDER’S FLAGSHIP A SERIOUS FISHERMAN’S DREAM.
LOADED W/ OPTIONS: SEA KEEP GYRO, T-GARMAN 16” SCREENS, AUTO

PILOT RADAR, TOO MANY TO LIST PRICED TO SELL $ 369,950 CALL
JEREMY 941-376-3345 OR JEREMY.BRADSHAW@MARINEMAX.COM

40' 1997 SEA RAY SUNDANCER,Twin
350HP Inboard Caterpillar Turbo Diesel

engines and much more at $140K 
CALL SHELLI 941-662-7951

PUNTA GORDA YACHT BROKERS

47’ 2015 SEA RAY 470 Sundancer- T cummins diesel
480 HO (240 hours)  w/ Zues drives- joystick docking,

hydraulic swim platform, KVH sat. TV, great electronics,
loaded with options stk #135129 $694,688 call Beth

941-232-5630 or beth.taylor@marinemax.com

49.7 2007 CRUISERS YACHTS 497 SEDAN BRIDGE- VOLVO DIESELS
(575 HP-493 HOURS)- EXCELLENT CONDITION. THE 497 WAS ONE OF

CRUSIERS MOST POPULAR MODELS.  SHE OFFERS PLENTY OF ROOM FOR LONGER
CRUISES OR USE AS LIVE ABOARD. OPTIONS: BOW & STERN THRUSTER, DIESEL

GEN, NEW VINYLS ON BRIDGE/ COCKPIT & NEW CANVAS/ EISENGLASS, GPS-
RADAR- AUTOPILOT & MUCH MORE..$ 369,950  CALL JEREMY 941-376-3345 OR

JEREMY.BRADSHAW@MARINEMAX.COM

FRESH WATER 2012 COBALT 262 STERN DRIVE W/ VOLVO
8.1L 400 HP  (42 HOURS) – EXC COND. LEGENDARY

COBALT QUALITY- OPTIONS CORSA EXHAUST, FRESH
WATER SHOWER, GARMIN GPS,ENCL VACU FLUSH HEAD,

BOW/ COCKPIT COVER, BIMINI TOP,  PRE-OWNED BY
MARINEMAX TRADES ACCEPTED,  59,850 CALL JEREMY 941-

376-3345 OR JEREMY.BRADSHAW@MARINEMAX.COM

26' Starcraft 2001 w/Hardtop. Twin Merc 150 Optimax
New Canvas & Batteries. $18,900 Alum Trailer $1,500 Extra 

27 PACIFIC SEACRAFT ORION, FULLY
READY TO CRUISE AND UPKEEP TO THE 9S

1988, $54K CALL ED 941-628-0167
PUNTA GORDA YACHT BROKERS

27' Grady White 1995, 272 Sailfish. Yamaha twin 200 HP
Outboards. 2009 Rocket aluminum trailer $27,900.00

28' Sea Ray 280 Bow Rider, Bimini, bow & cockpit covers.
Mercruiser 7.4 L, Bravo III drive. No Trailer $9975

28.7` 2010 Regal 2870 Express w/ twin Volvo stern
drives. Great floor plan -options:  Kohler gen, air
cond., Garman GPS- chartplotter, Windlass, full

camper canvas, new exhaust 7/17 all service up to
date $ 70,945 call Tim 401-413-9647 or 
Email tim.branchard@marinemax.com

29' Bayliner Avanti Series 
1989 Yamaha Twin 

200 HP Out Boards NO TRAILER! $14,900

31’ 2017 FORMULA 310 Bow rider w/ T mercruiser
8.2 mags 380 HP, only 75 hrs. Exc. Cond. Options:

Axius joy stick docking, x-swim platform, radar arch,
windlass, Garmin GPS, active trim control, JL audio

stereo & more.  Must see  $ 229,945 call Tim 
401-413-9647 it tim.blanchard@marinemax.com

31.5’  2015 BOSTON WHALER 315 CONQUEST W/ WHITE MERCURY
VERADO 4 STROKES & JOY STICK PILOTING. (215 HOURS) ONE OWNER,
INSIDE STORED. OPTIONS: KOHLER GENSET, COCKPIT AIR, T- 12” SIM-
RAD GPS-RADAR- FF, CANVAS ENCLOSURE, UNDERWATER LIGHTS, &
MORE.. $289,950 CALL JEREMY 941-376-3345 OR JEREMY.BRAD-

SHAW@MARINEMAX.COM

34’ 2004 GEMINI CATAMARAN CRUISER 
3 Double Statetooms, Westerbeke Diesel,
only 2.6Ft Draft with Boards up. Air Condi-
tioned, Price Just REDUCED! Locally avail-
able.  Call Skip Mansfield  941-769-0468

READY TO LIST YOUR BOAT? 9414293110

LOCAL BOATING SAFETY PROGRAMS
U.S. POWER SQUADRONS
SARASOTA POWER SQUADRON — 941-400-6467
America’s Boating Course (8 hr) ........................................................................................................ 7 p.m. Aug. 6 
How to Use a Chart .........................................................................................................................7 p.m. Sept. 27

VENICE SAIL & POWER SQUADRON — 941-408-8591
America’s Boating Course (8 hr) .................................................................................................. 8:30 a.m. Oct. 13

PEACE RIVER SAIL & POWER SQUADRON — 941-637-0766 
America’s Boating Course (12 hr) .................................................................................................. 8:30 a.m. July 7
Using GPS ......................................................................................................................................... 1 p.m. July 28
Basic Weather and Forecasting .................................................................................................... 8:30 a.m. Aug. 4
Hurricane Preparation for Boaters ..................................................................................................... 1 p.m. Aug. 4

CAPE CORAL POWER SQUADRON — 239-549-9754
America’s Boating Course (12 hr) ....................................................................................................7 p.m. Sept. 11

— Provided by Ron Jones______________________
COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
PROGRAM START DATE LOCATION CONTACT
Suddenly in Command .................................. July 9 ....................................Punta Gorda ................ 941-639-3811
About Boating Safely .................................... July 14 ..................................Cape Coral ................... 724-681-2878
About Boating Safely .................................... July 17 ..................................North Port ................... 941-661-5774
About Boating Safely .................................... July 21 ..................................Fort Myers ................... 239-281-3489
About Boating Safely .................................... July 28 ..................................Punta Gorda ................ 941-639-3811

 — Provided by Dave Nielsen______________________
THE CAPTAIN SCHOOL
PROGRAM START DATE LOCATION CONTACT
Call for upcoming classes ................................................................................................................ 239-549-0271

 — Provided by Jack Sanzalone

LESLSOLSOLUNAR TABSOLULUNANAAR TATAAB SSSSLESLLESES

3 lb whiting, cooked and flaked
1/2 cup onion, finely chopped
1/2 cup green pepper, finely chopped 
1 tbsp fresh parsley, chopped 
1/4 cup lemon juice
3/4 cup fine dry breadcrumbs
2 eggs, beaten
1/2 cup milk
2 tsp spicy brown mustard
Salt and black pepper to taste
Vegetable oil 

Combine first 10 ingredients in a large mixing bowl; mix well. Shape into 1-inch balls. 
(At this point, croquettes may be frozen. When ready to use, partially thaw and fry as 
directed below.) Fry croquettes in 2-inch deep hot oil (370°F) until golden brown. Drain 
on paper towels. Serve immediately with cocktail or tartar sauce. Serves 8.

A clip-n-save seafood 
recipe provided by

WHITING CROQUETTES

— Recipe from 
JustSeafoodRecipes.com
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IT’S JUST SARGASSUM

If you live in South Florida, you may have noticed 
your regular feet-in-the-sand beach walks feeling 
more like obstacle courses for avoiding masses of 
seaweed. Since 2011, scientists have been observing 
an unexplained influx of brown blooms floating in 
the Caribbean and Atlantic and inevitably finding 
their way to the tropical shorelines of some of our 
favorite vacation spots. This year has been particu-
larly slimy, with record-high blooms observed via 
satellite imagery, and predictions that the seaweed 
may continue beaching through August. But what 
is this stuff, other than a nuisance on beach days? 
It’s Sargassum seaweed. Some research suggests 
that the masses of seaweed drift down from the 
Sargasso Sea (a patch of the North Atlantic), while 
others suggest the seaweed pileup is the result of 
accumulation in the equatorial Atlantic. No one 
knows the reason for the sudden influx, though 
some point to changing wind patterns and climate 
change. Regardless of why, the seaweed brings both 
benefits and drawbacks to beaches. For marine life, 
huge mats of seaweed block essential UV light from 
corals and other organisms that need it. It can also 
trap small animals like crabs and sea turtles. On 
the other hand, some fish and sealife can use the 
seaweed for food and shelter. On land, it can protect 
beaches from wind and wave erosion. Sargassum 
seaweed poses no harm to humans, other than a 
slight irritation of the olfactory senses. Some tour-
ism-dependent islands in the Caribbean, however, 
are feeling the brunt of the blow, with problematic 
seaweed pileups prompting Barbados to declare 
a state of emergency, and a hotel in Antigua to 
close its doors through September. In response, 
governments are thinking fast for ways to either 
remove the seaweed or mix it with beach sand.

CRUISE WORKER LOST, FOUND
Call him the luckiest cruise ship worker on the 
high seas. A crew member who plunged off a 
Norwegian Cruise Line ship June 30 and was feared 
lost was rescued the next day by another cruise 
ship sailing the same route. Carnival says the crew 
of its 2,980-passenger Carnival Glory found and 
rescued the unnamed, 33-year-old Norwegian 
Getaway staffer on Sunday afternoon about 21 
miles north of Cuba. He had been in the water for 
nearly 24 hours. The crew member is being treated 
by Glory’s shipboard medical team, Carnival said. 
A statement from the U.S. Coast Guard said he was 
in stable condition. Glory departed Miami on June 
30 and was at sea en route to Cozumel, Mexico on 
Sunday afternoon when a hotel steward on the 
ship spotted the Norwegian crew member floating 
in the water, Carnival says. The hotel steward 
notified bridge officers who initiated rescue oper-
ations, including reducing speed, reversing course 
and lowering a lifeboat to retrieve the man. “This 
is nothing short of miraculous,” Carnival president 
Christine Duffy said in a statement. “Kudos to the 
Carnival Glory team for this amazing effort to 
rescue a fellow seafarer.” The incident is currently 
under investigation, the Coast Guard said.

FROM THE FWC CASE FILES
Officer Winton and Lieutenants Spoede and 
Ruggiero were patrolling offshore at Fort 

Myers Beach when they stopped a vessel for a 
safety inspection. During the inspection it was 
determined that the vessel was a rental and the 
livery had rented to someone born after Jan. 1, 
1988, without a boater safety identification. The 
officers went to the livery and discovered that the 
employee giving pre-ride instructions did not have 
boater safety training, nor was there boater safety 
information posted on the premises as required 
by law. The manager was issued three notices to 
appear for the violations.

MANATEE VISITS CAROLINAS
A sea cow decided to take a vacation at the Outer 
Banks last weekend. A manatee was spotted in 
the Oregon Inlet Marina on Saturday, the Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore said on social media 
Tuesday. The sea cow was a West Indian manatee, 
according to the park. West Indian manatees were 
reclassified from endangered to threatened last 
year. A few manatees are seen each year along the 
North Carolina coast, usually along the southern 
third of the coast — from about Carteret County 
south, according to the North Carolina park 
system, but have been spotted as far as New Bern. 
Manatees are almost always seen in the warmer 
months, visiting North Carolina from Florida and 
other tropical waters. In North Carolina, manatees 
favor brackish waters of estuaries, bays, and large 
river mouths and likely migrate up and down the 
Intracoastal Waterway.

ANOTHER WHITE WHALE

A white humpback whale sighted off the coast 
of the North Island is a significant find, according 
to whale biologist and expert Dr. Ingrid Visser. 
It is likely the whale is Migaloo, a famous white 
humpback found in Australian waters, or the first 
sighting of a new white whale, both extremely 
rare finds. Commercial crayfisher Joshua Whitley 
was out casting pots about 10 miles off the coast 
of Gisborne when he noticed something strange 
near the boat. “I just happened to look up and 
see a whale spout. We decided to go over and 
have a look.” Upon approach Whitley noticed 
something wasn’t quite right with one of the 
whales: “It was completely white.” Whitley and his 
crew were “completely buzzing” at the “once in a 
lifetime” sighting. “When we left, we thought it 
was Migaloo, he was right underneath the stern, it 
was crazy. At first, they were pretty spooked, they 
were cruising at 5 knots. Once they got used to 
the boat and knew we weren’t going to hurt them 
they came closer.” Visser said just from the footage 
it was difficult to identify the whale which was 
probably Migaloo. However, there was a possibility 
it was the first documented sighting of the third 
recorded white humpback whale. The second 
recorded white humpback is located in the Atlantic 
Ocean and Visser was 99 percent sure it would not 
be that whale. It was also possible the whale was 
the offspring of Migaloo, she said.

HOW GOLDFISH KILL CARP
Ornamental goldfish that escaped or were 
released into a lake just south of the Twin Cities 

likely infected and killed off large numbers of 
carp, according to state conservation officials. A 
virus from the koi goldfish also has been found 
in at least eight other southern Minnesota lakes 
in the past year, the state Department of Natural 
Resources said June 29. Staff from the DNR’s Lake 
City fisheries office went to Lake Byllesby near 
Cannon Falls after dead fish washed up on shore. 
They collected samples and brought them to the 
agency’s pathology lab and to the Minnesota 
Aquatic Invasive Research Center at the University 
of Minnesota. The labs confirmed that the fish died 
from infection with the koi herpes virus, which 
only afflicts common carp and koi, an ornamental 
member of the carp family raised in East Asia for 
centuries and kept by some people in aquariums 
and outdoor ponds. The virus kills carp by dam-
aging their gills and skin. It cannot be transferred 
to humans or to other animals. The virus “likely 
found its way into Minnesota waters by the release 
or escape of ornamental koi,” a statement from 
the DNR read. “Releasing ornamental fish into the 
wild is illegal and can upset the balance of natural 
systems.”

DON’T FEED THE SHARKS
An Australian woman has escaped serious harm 
despite being dragged into water by a shark who 
had bitten down on her finger. Melissa Brunning, 
of Perth, was vacationing in Dugong Bay — in 
the far northwest of Australia — and feeding a 
group of nurse sharks. According to Australian TV 
station 7, Brunning was convinced she had lost her 
finger. “It happened so quickly,” Brunning told 7 
News. “All I could really focus on was the fact that 
my finger is gone. It clamped on it and it felt like 
it was shredding off the bone. I came up and I was 
like, ‘I’ve lost my finger.’ I couldn’t even look at the 
finger because I thought if I looked at it and saw 
it again, I’d probably go into shock.” Brunning did 
not lose her finger, but did suffer a torn ligament, 
several cuts and a fracture. It also became so 
severely infected that she required an operation 
upon her return to Perth (the state’s capital city.) 
Speaking to the West Australian, 34-year-old 
Brunning said the fault was entirely hers, not the 
shark’s . “It’s not the shark’s fault at all, but it could 
have been a lot worse,” she said. “I’m not a shark 
victim… I have full respect for sharks, I think 
they’re incredible “I’ve always had the opinion that 
when you’re in the water, they’re top of the food 
chain — it’s their domain.”

HOW TO GET THINGS DONE
The loaded mini-van pulled into the only remain-
ing campsite. Four children leaped from the vehicle 
and began feverishly unloading gear and setting 
up the tent. The boys rushed to gather firewood, 
while the girls and their mother set up the camp 
stove and cooking utensils. A nearby camper 
marveled to the youngsters’ father, “That, sir, is 
some display of teamwork.” The father replied, “I 
have a system — no one goes to the bathroom 
until the camp is set up.”

NEWS OF NOTE  
FROM AROUND THE GLOBE
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Capable of growing to more than 50 
feet in length and 20 tons in weight, 
whale sharks truly are the gentle giants 
of the ocean, and can increasingly be 
found off the Southwest Florida coast. 

One of only three types of sharks 
that filter feed, whale sharks mainly 
subsist off plankton and fish eggs. 
Although the process of filter feeding 
includes sucking in water like a 
vacuum, these sharks still have more 
than 300 tiny teeth in their 5-foot-wide 
mouths. 

Whale sharks can live to be 70 years 
old in the wild, and they can also swim 
thousands of miles in a single year. 
They almost always swim those miles 
alone, as scientists have found that 

they lack the kind of social behavior 
needed to travel in packs.

These sharks have become 
somewhat of a tourist attraction as 
boaters in the area flood social media 
with photos of these gentle giants 
when they are in the area. Oftentimes, 
people will jump into the water and 
swim alongside them while others take 
photos.

There is still much to learn about 
these creatures, scientists said.

It’s a bit unclear what’s drawing 
them to Southwest Florida in bigger 
numbers and, in fact, scientists 
wonder why there actually aren’t even 
more coming here. But Mote Marine 
Laboratory and Aquarium has taken 
steps to discover more about them by 

By VIVIAN BRIDGES
SUN CORRESPONDENT

VENICE — Finishing No. 15 
on a “Best of” list might not 
sound particularly impressive, 
but it’s more than respectable 
in a comparison of the 161 best 
oceanfront beach towns to live 
in.

That’s where the city of 
Venice finds itself in a report 
issued by online financial 
services company WalletHub 
on Wednesday.

The study included all cities 
with a population between 
10,000 and 150,000 and at 
least one beach listed on 
TripAdvisor, it states. The 
results were then broken down 
into oceanfront and lakefront 
towns.

Florida is heavily represented 
throughout the list of ocean-
front towns, with six cities 
— Naples (2nd), Sarasota (3rd), 

St. Augustine (5th), Boca Raton 
(7th), Key West (10th) and 
Jupiter (11th) — ranking ahead 
of Venice. Vero Beach (17th) 

and Key Biscayne (18th) made 
the top 20.

Altogether, 50 Florida cities 
made the list. Two more were 

included on the companion list 
of the 44 best lakefront beach 
towns to live in: St. Cloud (23rd) 
and Sebring (34th).

Lahaina, Hawaii, was the top 
oceanfront town, while Traverse 
City, Michigan, was the No. 1 
lakefront locale.

Shirley, New York, was at the 
bottom of the oceanfront list, 
with Morgan City, Louisiana, 
last among lakefront towns.

All the towns were evaluated 
in six broad categories: af-
fordability (Venice was 52nd); 
weather (10th); safety (71st); 
economy (38th); education and 
health (23rd); and quality of life 
(55th).

Affordability measures 
included housing costs (Venice 
was 78th), income (79th) and 
property taxes.

Besides the obvious, weather 
measures included flood risk 

Venice is high among best beach towns
By BOB MUDGE
STAFF WRITER

FILE PHOTO

Warm weather, lots of sand and beautiful sunsets contributed to Venice’s 
high ranking among best beachfront towns in which to live.

Ocean’s gentle giants found off Southwest Florida coast

Swimming with whale sharks

PHOTO COURTESY CONOR GOULDING/MOTE MARINE LABORATORY

Here, a whale shark off the coast of Southwest Florida can be seen 
swimming with its mouth wide open to suck in as many tiny bits of food 
as possible. This photo was taken with Jack Morris leading a successful 
whale shark tagging expedition June 14. WHALE | 7

BEACH | 7
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NORTH PORT — 
Several community 
organizations have 
received a helping hand 
thanks to the Gulf Coast 
Community Foundation. 

The foundation recent-
ly approved $3.8 million 
in grants and another 
$508,000 in scholarships. 
Grants are dispersed at 
the end of the founda-
tion’s fiscal year in June. 

The foundation invest-
ed more than $35 million 
in the community over 
the past year, accord-
ing to Mark Pritchett, 
president and CEO of the 
Gulf Coast Community 
Foundation. 

The fiscal year for the 
foundation ends June 30, 
and the new one begins 
July 1 with donations 
pouring in throughout 
the year. 

“We donate through-
out the year,” Pritchett 
said. “This is the last big 
(donation).” 

Donations for the 
foundation come from 
across the region — from 

Boca Grande all the way 
to Bradenton, Pritchett 
said. One grant given 
during this fiscal year 
was $10,000 to the North 
Port YMCA child care 
facility. 

He said the grant 
came from a North Port 
resident who wanted the 
money given back to the 
city. The grant is help the 
child care facility, which 
is in need of repairs. 

According to a release 
by the foundation, the 
grants approved includ-
ed one for $100,000 to 
support the Charles 
& Margery Barancik 
Foundation for its First 
1,000 Days Sarasota 
County Initiative. The 
funding for the initiative 
helps low-income expect-
ant mothers and families 
access prenatal, newborn 
and early childhood 
development care. 

The foundation 
also donated another 
$27,500 to the Gulf Coast 
Partnership, which 
is the lead agency in 
addressing homelessness 
in Charlotte County. 
Another $40,000 was 

donated to the United 
Way of Charlotte County 
to support the new posi-
tion of collective impact 
manager. 

According to the 
release, the collective 
impact manager will 
oversee collaborative 
initiatives that serve 
vulnerable women, 
specifically mothers 
of substance-exposed 
children, underemployed 
women and homeless 
women. 

About $97,000 went 
to Ringling College of 
Art and Design and 
Sarasota County Schools. 
According to the release, 
$60,000 went to Ringling 
for classroom design 
and $37,000 went to the 
school district for profes-
sional development and 
support of teachers. 

The last grant went 
to the Van Wezel 
Foundation, for $25,000 
to support the planning 
phases of the organiza-
tions capital campaign 
to create a world class 
performing arts center. 

The release also stat-
ed that a $20,000 grant 
was awarded The SKY 
Family YMCA in Venice 
to sustain scholarships 
for low-income families 
to participate in the 
variety of children’s 
programs. 

Several grants were also 
awarded to the North Port 
Community Scholarship, 
All Faiths Food Bank, Boys 
& Girls Club of Sarasota 
County and North Port 
Meals on Wheels. 

To learn more 
about the Gulf Coast 
Community Foundation 
or to donate visit www.
gulfcoastcf.org.

Email: aherrera@sun-herald.com

Gulf Coast Community Foundation 
awards grants to area agenices

By ALEXANDRA HERRERA 
STAFF WRITER 

As the daughter of 
Betsy Ross (yes, that really 
is my mom’s name!), I 
grew up with a great love 
of the flag. 

What a beautiful sight 
this week to drive through 
the streets of our West 
Villages Florida neigh-
borhoods and see many 
American flags waving 
proudly.

This week, our thoughts 
are on the sacrifices 
made by our country’s 
brave men and women in 
service, and the amazing 
gift we call freedom. I 
have had the privilege 
of meeting many proud 
veterans among the West 
Villages residents, so it’s 
fitting that West Villages 
waves its red, white and 
blue on holidays such as 
Independence Day. 

IslandWalk, for exam-
ple, boasts a beautiful 
flag pole dedicated to our 

veterans.
In order to help those 

West Villages residents 
who may be less familiar 
with residential flag 
etiquette, we’ve put 
together a few answers to 
some commonly asked 
questions.

Am I flying the flag 
correctly at my 

home?
First, flags should be 

hung on flagpoles with 
the blue field (union) on 
the top, and when a flag 
is hung on the wall, the 
union should always be 
on the top left regardless 
of whether the flag is 
vertical or horizontal. It 

may look funny at first 
when hung vertically, but 

the blue field should 

always be on the top left.
Additionally, the flag 

should only fly during 
daylight hours or accom-
panied with a light. The 
U.S. Flag Code also sug-
gests that a flag should 
not be displayed in times 
of inclement weather un-
less it is an “all-weather” 

flag or synthetic fiber 
flag. This is obviously 
tricky in Florida since 
weather becomes inclem-
ent very quickly here, but 
we recommend bringing 
your flag inside when a 

big storm is headed 
this way, as well 

as keeping a 

light on it if it’s 
going to be left up at all 
times.

When is it time to 
get a new flag?
It’s technically up to 

the homeowner, but the 
guidelines say that the 
time to retire a flag is as 
soon as it is “no longer a 
fitting emblem” — that 
means substantial fraying 
or any discoloration. 
Florida sunshine will take 
as much color out of the 
flag over the years as the 
wind will tatter it, so use 
your judgment here.

You can buy an 
American flag online, 
at any local hardware 
store, and in most big 

box stores, but there 
are a few flag 
specialty stores 
nearby who 

would be glad to help.

What do I do with  
my old flag?

We’re glad you asked, 
because this is important. 
The American Legion 

posts in both North Port 
and Venice will properly 
dispose of any old or 
damaged American flag. 
Funeral homes often will 
take them for you as well.

Can I wear a flag?
Technically, as long as 

your article of clothing is 
not made from an actual 
flag, you’re in the clear, 
but please use discretion. 
You also can wear a great 
American flag lapel pin as 
long as it is fastened over 
your heart.

Following these simple 
guidelines will help us 
all show our love of this 
country with respect and 
reverence. From all of us 
at West Villages, we hope 
you had a wonderful 
Independence Day this 
week.

The flags of West Villages Florida

NORTH PORT — After 
several days of worry, it 
turned out that a tree 
containing ashes of Robert 
Marth was never really 
missing. 

The magnolia tree, 
which contained the ashes 
of Jessica Palmer’s late 
husband, was believed 
by neighbors to be stolen 
from the 5900 block of 
Tallbrook Road over the 
weekend.

Palmer has moved to 
Tennessee, but could not 
fit the tree in the moving 
truck and left the tree 
in the care of neighbors 
until it could be picked 
up, according to neighbor 
Michelle Cook. 

Marth and his wife mar-
ried earlier this year after 
he became ill. The couple, 

Cook said, initially planted 
the young tree together.

Cook, along with a 
second neighbor were 
watching over the house 
and the tree, when it went 
missing over the weekend. 

“The next door neigh-
bor didn’t take care of it, 
another neighbor took it 
and cared for it,” she said. 

According to Cook, that 
neighbor regularly walked 
their dog by the house and 
would stop to check on 
the tree, after noticing the 
soil was dry and the leaves 
were wilting took the tree 
home to care for it. 

“He meant no harm,” 
Cook said. 

Cook spent Monday 
putting up posts across 
social media in regards to 
the tree, one post on the 
“North Port Neighbors” 
Facebook page had dozens 
of shares comments. 

She has since taken 
those post down and put 
up posts saying the tree 
was returned.  

Cook had called North 
Port Police on Sunday and 
the police department was 
investigating the tree as 
stolen. 

Cook later called 
Palmer on Monday after 
finding out the tree was 
with a neighbor, and was 
instructed to move the tree 
back. 

The tree is now back at 
the home and being cared 
for by the original neigh-
bor — Cook added that 
some people get involved 
that shouldn’t. 

“A neighbor did a loving 
act of kindness,” Cook 
said. 

As for Cook, she wants 
Palmer and her family to 
have peace. 

Email: aherrera@sun-herald.com

‘Stolen’ tree, ashes, were just next door
By ALEXANDRA HERRERA

STAFF WRITER
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SARASOTA — If Sarasota 
County voters can make it 
through what is expected 
to be a lengthy ballot 
this November, they will 
find some issues of local 
interest.

Leading the way, is 
a referendum placed 
on the ballot in March 
by the Sarasota County 
commissioners.

That referendum asks 
voters to approve the 
county borrowing up to 
$65 million to complete 
the purchase of the last 
segment of the Legacy 

Trail and construct the 
entire 9-mile extension 
from Culverhouse Nature 
Park to near Payne Park in 
downtown Sarasota.

A referendum is 
necessary since the 
purchase price exceeds the 
$22.6 million limitation in 
the county charter on the 
county’s borrowing power 
without voter approval.

Besides the Legacy Trail 
issues, petitions with the 
required 15,000 signatures 
have been submitted to 
Supervisor of Elections 
Ron Turner for inclusion 
on the ballot.

The first of these 
additional three measures, 

filed by Sarasota Alliance 
for Fair Elections, 
asks voters to change 
the county charter to 
require the election of 
commissioners by a single 
district. 

At present, while 
commissioners represent 
a specific district they live 
in, they are elected at large 
by all county residents.

The change, if approved 
by county voters, would 
mean only the voters in 
a specific commission 
district would vote on a 
candidate to represent 
the district on the 
commission.

The county had 

single-member districts 
in the early 1990s, but the 
charter was amended in 
1994, making the change 
to at-large elections.

The final two issues 
come from a single 
organization, Reopen 
Beach Road Inc., and 
deal with an ongoing 
controversy regarding a 
May 2016 decision by the 
county commission over 
Beach Road on Siesta Key.

That decision, which 
came through a rezoning 
petition, vacated a 
portion of the public road, 
and now-commission 
candidate Mike 
Consentino has advocated 

continuously for the 
commission to reopen and 
reverse their decision.

The first question posed 
by the group’s petition 
asks county voters to 
add a new section to 
the county charter to 
require the county to 
retain and not sell county-
owned park, preserves, 
beach and water access 
and waterfront vistas, 
according to the ballot 
title.

The second measure 
proposed by the group, 
also a charter amendment, 
would explicitly require 
the county to rescind the 
vacation of Beach Road 

and reacquire ownership 
as the road existed on 
Jan. 1, 2016.

Through email, 
Turner wrote he would 
notify both the County 
Commission and the 
county attorney that the 
petition organizers had 
met their threshold. It will 
now be up to the county 
commissioners to call for 
the election and place the 
three questions on the 
ballot.

That will likely 
occur in August after 
commissioners return 
from their annual break.

Email: jondaltonwr@gmail.com.

Referendums worth millions on  
Sarasota County ballot in November

By WARREN RICHARDSON
SUN CORRESPONDENT

SOUTH VENICE — 
The Florida Wildlife 
Commission is working 
with Sarasota County 
officials and animal 
trappers to find and 
remove the alligator that 
attacked two pets in 

Shamrock Park on Friday 
evening.

The German shep-
herds, named Rio, 6, and 
Lucy, 5, were reportedly 
loose in a swampy area 
of the park near the bas-
ketball courts when dog 
owners Susan Kosterman 
and Alan Knapp, who live 
nearby, heard a loud yelp 

from one of the dogs.
By now the animals 

were both out of sight, 
Knapp told authorities. 
He then heard a splash-
ing, and saw Rio take off 
into the water. Knapp 
said he heard more yelps 
and saw Rio come out 
of the water bleeding 
heavily from his neck 

and head area.
The couple called 

for Lucy but she never 
came out of the water. 
They rushed Rio to the 
Emergency Vet Clinic in 
Port Charlotte where the 
animal was euthanized 
due to severe head 
injuries. The veterinar-
ian said wounds were 

consistent with an 
alligator attack.

The alligator and 
missing dog have yet to 
be located.

Parkgoers are being 
warned to be extra 
careful, and are strongly 
urged to keep their dogs 
on a leash at all times.

Venice resident Kaitlyn 

Plows was at the play-
ground at Shamrock 
Park with her son over 
the weekend. She was 
shocked to hear what 
transpired.

“It’s very scary,” Plows 
said.  Rick Adams of ABC 
7 WWSB contributed to 
this story. 

Email: ggiles@venicegondolier.com

Florida Wildlife Commission: Gators kill dogs
By GREG GILES
STAFF WRITER
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NORTH PORT — 
Ears perked up when 
Sarasota County 
Commissioner Alan 
Maio made a comment 
about River Road at a 
recent meeting.

Near the beginning 
of the Sarasota County 
Commission budget 
workshop, Maio report-
ed about a May meeting 
of the Sarasota-Manatee 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization in which 
River Road came up 
along with the timeline 
regarding the road 
swap.

During that meeting, 
North Port Vice Mayor 
Linda Yates asked the 
Florida Department of 
Transportation rep-
resentative about the 
status of River Road. 

Saying there was a lot 
of paperwork and agen-
cy reviews involved with 
the road swap between 
the county and state, 
the representative said 
the formal paperwork 
wouldn’t be completed 
until the beginning of 
2019.

That came as a 

surprise to Maio’s fellow 
commissioners and 
County Administrator 
Jonathan Lewis.

“That’s not my expec-
tation,” Lewis respond-
ed. “I would like to see it 
done by November.”

By email Friday, 
Sarasota County Public 
Works director Spencer 

Anderson confirmed 
that the original time 
line outlined in the 
verbal agreement 
between the county 
and state which called 
for completion of the 
formal documents by 
the end of 2018 was still 
in place.

“I have confirmed 

with the FDOT that 
there is shared un-
derstanding that the 
desired time line for 
completing formal 
agreements for the road 
transfer is before the 
end of the 2018 calendar 
year. This is consistent 
with previous discus-
sions we’ve had with the 
FDOT on this time line,” 
Anderson wrote in his 
email.

In May, commission-
ers formally accepted 
a deal with the state, 
under which the state 
will take over River 
Road from U.S. 41 to 
Interstate 75, and the 
county will accept 
responsibility for 
portions of Midnight 
Pass Road and Stickney 
Point Road, excluding 
two moveable bridges 
on those roads.

Once the formal 

documents are complet-
ed and North River Road 
is in state ownership, 
the state can allocate 
funding for the project 
and place it in FDOT’s 
five-year work program.

The time line for that 
portion of the project 
from West Villages 
Parkway to I-75 to 
begin, as negotiated by 
the county and state, is 
in 2024, the fifth year of 
the work program. 

Any slippage in 
drafting the formal 
agreements, would then 
push the project further 
back.

The negotiated 
agreement between the 
county and state also 
calls for the county to 
construct that portion of 
North River Road from 
West Villages Parkway to 
U.S. 41 in 2021. 

Email: jondaltonwr@gmail.com

Officials: River Road plans flowing on course
By WARREN RICHARDSON

SUN CORRESPONDENT

Linda Yates Alan Maio, District 4 Jonathan Lewis

A body found in the Myakka 
River near North Port has been 
identified as David Wayne 
O’Ree, 50, of Venice. 

O’Ree was reported missing 
by his girlfriend on Friday 
at 12:30 p.m., according to 
officials at the Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

At 3:22 p.m., a boater found 
O’Ree deceased, floating in the 
Myakka River, north of a bridge 
along U.S. 41 between Warm 
Mineral Springs and River 
Road, the SCSO report released 
stated. 

O’Ree lived about a half a 
mile from where he was found, 
according to authorities.

“I just don’t understand 
why this happened,” Ron 
Hampson, a friend and 
neighbor of O’Ree, told 

Suncoast News Network. 
“I mean, he’s always out 
there. Something must’ve 
happened.”

O’Ree would have turned  
51 next Sunday. 

SCSO is currently working on 
an investigation with Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) to rule out 
a vessel crash. SCSO Criminal 
Investigation detectives are 
working with the Medical 
Examiner’s Office to determine 
a cause of death. 

The investigation is ongoing.
Anyone with information 

is encouraged to call the 
Criminal Investigations 
Section at 941-861-4900, or 
leave an anonymous tip with 
Crime Stoppers by calling 941-
366-TIPS (8477), or online at 
www.sarasotacrimestoppers.
com. 

Email: lhardaway@sun-herald.com

Body found in Myakka River identified
By LIZ HARDAWAY

STAFF WRITER

SUN PHOTO BY ALEXANDRA HERRERA 

Sarasota County Fire Department along Playmore Drive on Friday afternoon responded to the call of a body found 
in the area. 
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For the 15th year in 
a row, Sarasota County 
Schools maintained an 
A rating for the 15th 
year, according to the 
Florida Department of 
Education.

For the fourth year 
in a row, the Charlotte 
County school district 
has earned a B grade.

The FDOE uses data 
— including student 
achievement in subjects 
from language arts to 
mathematics, graduation 
rates and college or 
career acceleration — to 
determine overall school 
and district grades each 
year.

“I am elated,” said 
Sarasota County Schools 
Superintendent Todd 
Bowden in a news 
release. “In a year filled 
with incredible distrac-
tions in our schools, 
including Hurricane 

Irma and school safety 
concerns, our teachers, 
students, administrators 
and staff did an amazing 
job of staying focused 
and inspiring learning. 
Our teachers should 
feel especially proud of 
these outcomes, and the 
incredible work they do 
every day to help our 
students succeed.”

Compared to neighbor-
ing counties, Charlotte 
falls somewhere in the 
middle. DeSoto received 
a C again; since its 
inception, Sarasota has 
been an A district.

“I want to personally 
thank our students, 
teachers and staff for 
their dedication, and our 
parents and community 
members for their con-
tinued support helping 
to move our district 
in the right direction,” 
Charlotte County Public 
Schools Superintendent 
Steve Dionisio said. 
“We are celebrating our 

successes today, knowing 
well that there is much 
work to be done.” 

According to Sarasota 
School Board member 
Shirley Brown, that 
county is only 2 points 
away from being No. 1 in 
the state.

Sarasota County 
Schools have had a refer-
endum passed again this 
year to help in funding of 
the school district.

Many schools in the 
area retained their grades 
from last year. Charlotte 
High School, for instance, 
has held a B grade since 
2014. 

This year, Charlotte 
earned 648 total points, 
25 more than last year 
and 59 percent of points 
possible. Sarasota had 
nearly 100 more points 
at 734.

“Charlotte County 
Public Schools students, 
teachers and staff con-
tinued to stay focused 
and worked hard each 
and every school day to 
improve both our school 
grades and ranking in the 
state of Florida,” Dionisio 
said. 

This year, the extra 
points have moved 
Charlotte up to 28th 
place out of 67 districts, 
an improvement from 
30th place last year. In 
2014, the county only 
earned a C and was 
ranked at 48th place. 

CCPS has not been an 
A district since 2011, but 
school leaders hope to 
make the improvements 
necessary to return to 
that distinction. School 
officials hope voters in 
November will approve 
a referendum to boost 
teacher pay and instruc-
tional time, among other 
improvements.

“There is no doubt 
in my mind that the 
commitment and talent 
of our teachers and 
students has been and 
will continue to be 
that which unlocks the 
potential for continued 
growth,” said CCPS 
Executive Director of 
Learning Cheryl LaPorta 
Edwards.   

Email: kgleason@sun-herald.com 

Local school district 
grades unchanged
By KAYLA GLEASON

STAFF WRITER

SUN PHOTO 
BY SANDY 

MACYS

Music teacher 
Christina 

Panin directs 
Taylor Ranch 

Elemen-
tary School 
children in 

singing the 
National 

Anthem at 
the ground-

breaking 
ceremonies.
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tagging two whale sharks 
off Sarasota County last 
month. 

The two tagged whale 
sharks, a 16-foot-long male 
nicknamed “Colt,” and 
a 22- to 25-foot female 
nicknamed “Minnie,” 
will grant researchers 
advanced insight into the 
lives of these fish.

Mote will be able to 
record the whale sharks’ 
location and depth, as 
well as the temperature of 
the waters in which they 
swim. 

“We’re trying to piece 
together the entire life 
cycle of these sharks, 
their migratory routes, 
and preferred habitats 
to understand them and 
then be able to protect 
them,” said Dr. Bob 
Hueter, senior scientist 
and director of the Center 
for Shark Research at 
Mote. 

Protecting these 
creatures has become an 
increasingly important 
objective for wildlife 
conservationists and 
marine biologists 
everywhere since the 
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
placed whale sharks on 
their vulnerable list. 

Diminishing 
population size does not 
pose as much of a threat 
in the Gulf, but it is an 
issue in the Maldives 

and Philippines, where 
fishermen are hunting 
whale sharks at an 
alarming rate, despite 
legislation prohibiting 
them from doing so. 

Whale sharks can also 
be found by the Yucatan 
Peninsula, which is where 
Hueter says many of the 
ones spotted in Gulf go 
after leaving here. 

According to Hueter, 
these animals come to 
the coast of Southwest 
Florida because of the 
abundant food resources 
here. These resources 
are so abundant that 
he questions why more 
whale sharks do not 

frequent the area. 
“This is speculative,” 

he said, “but they may 
have adapted to not come 
here that often ... a filter 
feeder is not compatible 
with red tide.” Red tide, 
a harmful algal bloom, 
negatively affects the kind 
of marine life that whale 
sharks ingest when filter 
feeding. Since red tide 
is most prevalent in the 
eastern part of the Gulf 
of Mexico, it is possible 
that these creatures have 
adapted to stay away. 

This year, however, the 
sharks are staying in the 
region longer than usual.

Hueter attributes this 

to the stability of the 
weather conditions in 
the area recently. These 
weather conditions have 
also made identifying the 
distinct spotted pattern 
of whale sharks through 
the ocean waves easier, 
leading to an increase in 
the number of sightings. 

Local Captain Mark 
Kaufman spotted one 
about 30 miles off the 
coast at the beginning of 
the month. 

“When you’re not 
expecting it and you’ve 
never seen one, it was 
exciting to see,” he said. 
“It didn’t seem like it was 
worried about us, just 

seemed kind of like it 
was curious about us.” 

His response is typical 
of those who encounter 
whale sharks; they are 
known for their peaceful 
nature. 

Their reputation as 
harmless has led many 
boaters to jump in the 
ocean with them. 

Some brave swimmers 
have even been known 
to grab a fin and hitch 
a quick ride on a whale 
shark. Although Hueter 
does not support 
this particular fad, or 
touching this animal at 
all, he does encourage 
eager boaters to get in 

the water with them. 
“They are the largest 

animal on the planet 
you can get that close to 
and not be in danger,” 
he said. “You’ll never 
experience anything like 
it for the rest of your life, 
so go for it.”

Whatever the reason, 
there has been a 
definitive spike in whale 
shark sightings in the 
area recently. Those 
going out far into the 
Gulf should look down 
every once in a while.

They might be 
surprised to see a gentle 
giant accompanying their 
journey.

WHALE
FROM PAGE 1

The million-dollar questions are: Where are they mating, hunting and where do their young live?

— Jonathan Green, director of the Galapagos Whale Shark Project

PHOTO PROVIDED BY KIM HULL, MOTE MARINE

In this file photo, a Mote Marine scientist swims out to a whale shark that has been tagged with 
a device that satellites can use to track the shark.

AP PHOTO

In this 2017 photo provided by Simon Pierce, Jonathan Green 
checks on a fin-mounted satellite tag on a whale shark in the 
Galapagos Islands area of Ecuador. Despite typically being 
bigger than a double-decker bus, the elusive whale shark has 
only tiny, almost useless, teeth. It’s also one of the least under-
stood animals in the ocean.

and hurricane storm 
surge risk as well as water 
temperature.

Safety measures 
included both the violent 
crime rate (23rd) and the 
property crime rate.

Economic measures 
included the unemploy-
ment rate, population 

and income growth 
and the foreclosure rate 
(59th).

Education and health 
measures included the 
school system, the public 
hospital system and air, 
drinking water and beach 
water quality (20th).

Quality of life, the most 
heavily weighted cate-
gory, included measures 
ranging from the average 
commute time to work to 
the number of nightlife 

establishments per capita 
(42nd).

Venice didn’t make 
the top 5 — or bottom 
5 — in any individual 
measure in the study, 
but Sarasota did. The city 
tied for first in nightlife 
establishments per 
capita, restaurants per 
capita and coffee shops 
per capita.

See the study at 
WalletHub.com.

Email: bmudge@venicegondolier.com

BEACH
FROM PAGE 1

SAVE LIVES. GIVE BLOOD.

Sarasota Soil & Water Conser-
vation District Board – July 5, 
9 a.m., Conference Room, Twin 
Lakes, UF/IFAS Extension, 6700 
Clark Road, Sarasota. 
Call 941-861-9900

Seniors Advisory Council – July 
5, 3 p.m., Room 226, William L. 
Little Health & Human Services 
Center, 2200 Ringling Blvd., Sara-
sota. Call 941-861-2882

Keep light out of sight during 
sea turtle nesting season  
As summer approaches and 
trips to the beach become more 
frequent, Sarasota County is 
reminding all visitors and residents 
to keep light out of sight during sea 
turtle nesting season.  
The biggest threats to sea turtle 
survival are often man-made: 

coastal structures and indgestible 
plastic. 
Only one out of every 1,000 hatch-
lings will survive to adulthood, as 
each year thousands of hatchlings 
die from predation, exhaustion and 
starvation due to the disorientation 

Activities disruptive to sea turtles 
are prohibited during nesting sea-
son, from May 1 through Oct. 31.  
Here are some ways you can help 

sea turtles beat the odds:

and recreational items from the 
beach.

beach so turtles have direct access 
into and out of the water. 

beach at night.

marked nesting areas.

extinguish or shield lights visible 
from the beach, or replace white 

high-intensity lighting with amber or 
red light-emitting diodes (LED) or 

For more information call 941-861-
5000 or visit scgov.net. 
 
Most government services, 

Independence Day
Most Sarasota County Government 

Florida Department of Health in 
Sarasota County, will be closed on 
Wednesday, July 4, in observance 
of Independence Day. 
There will be no Sarasota County 
Area Transit (SCAT) bus service 
on Independence Day. However, 

will be operating from 10 a.m. to 
midnight.    

Recreations and Natural Re-
sources’ recreation centers will 

be open noon to 5 p.m., and the 

be open 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., will be 
closed on Wednesday, July 4, in 
observance of Independence Day.
All solid waste facilities, including the 

Convenience Center and Chemical 
Collection Centers will be closed for 
the holiday.

trash, recycling and yard waste 
will run as follows:

3 - no changes.

services.

one day due to the holiday.
o Thursday, July 5 - collection for 
Wednesday customers.

Wednesday customers.
-

day customers.

Friday customers.
Call 941-861-5000 for more informa-
tion or visit scgov.net. 

Fertilizer restricted season is 
underway
Sarasota County is reminding the 
community to skip using nitrogen and 

and landscape from now through 

the community’s waterways healthy.  
Enacted in 2007, the restriction 
protects water quality and natural 
habitats in creeks, lakes, and marine 

stormwater system by reducing the 
nutrients in stormwater.

nitrogen and phosphorus, contribute 
to poor water quality. 
For more information call 941-861-
5000 or visit scgov.net. 
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Buy 1 Menu Item and Get 2nd Menu Item FREE!
Limit 1 coupon per person per day. Free item of equal or lesser value. Cannot be combined with 

any other off ers or discounts. Expires 7/31/18. Good at North Port and Port Charlotte Moe’s.

KIDS EAT FREE TUESDAYS
Kids age 12 and under get a FREE 
kid’s meal with purchase of an adult 
combo all day Tuesday!
 Limit 1 free kid’s meal per combo.

MOE’S CATERS ANY EVENT! 
Let us cater your next fi esta! 

239-384-3387 or order online at 
moes.com/catering

Monday-Saturday 11am- 9pm Sunday 11-8

SENIOR SUNDAYS!
 Seniors (age 60+) get 
25% OFF all day SUNDAYS!

ALWAYS FREE CHIPS and SALSA!

NORTH PORT
5668 Tuscola blvd.

North Port, FL 34287
941-564-8024

PORT CHARLOTTE
Shoppes of Port Charlotte

1804 N. Tamiami Trail, Unit E-1
Port Charlotte, FL 33948

941-979-5167

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE!
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ENGLEWOOD — On 
Friday and Saturday, the 
Englewood Art Center, a 
division of Ringling College 
of Art & Design, will feature 
artisan vendors, kids' activi-
ties, art demonstrations and 
music in its galleries and 
classrooms. 

As a treat, Southern soul 
food prepared by Baylor's 
Food Truck will be offered 
for sale in the center's 
parking area. 

“MadeBy Gallery will 
feature artwork, jewelry, 
books and other products 
designed or created by 
the Ringling College of 
Art & Design alumni and 
current students,” Art 
Center Director Samantha 
Parkinson said. “Sandy 
Stanley and Maren 
Thompson, who work in 
our ceramics studio, will 

feature artwork as well. 
Rock painting and citrus 
printing activities for chil-
dren will be led by Nichole 
Moranda, one of our EAC 
children's instructors, and 
Erica Groff, our program 
coordinator. Kids’ projects 
will take place in the Burke 
Studio during both days of 
our art market.” 

During the two-day 
EAC event, attendees will 
be treated to live musical 
entertainment by The 
Neptunes and a variety 
of artist demonstrations 
being held in adjacent 
classrooms. 

The list of returning and 
new art vendors includes: 
Chuck Tyger, acrylic paint-
ings primarily on canvas; 
Ellen Long, watercolor and 
mixed media artwork and 
handmade paper bead jew-
elry; Mary Gaines, stained 
glass; Nancy McCune, 

unique metal and clay jew-
elry; Tricia Beuler; custom 
jewelry and paintings; Jill 
Lindsey, alcohol inks, mixed 
media artwork; Raquel 
Paladino, abstract painting; 
Gloria Rees Hansen, paint-
ings, books, sculptures; and 
Stephanie Flees, jewelry, 
note cards and T-shirts. 

“Inviting the general 
public and local artists to 
attend this second annual 
early summer art market 
is an ideal way for locals to 
learn about the Englewood 
Art Center and the classes 
and exhibitions that we 
offer during the year,” 
Parkinson said. 

The center is at 350 S. 
McCall Road, Englewood. 
Go to www.ringling.edu/eac 
to view fall schedules and 
exhibit information. Call 
941-474-5548 or visit them 
at www.facebook.com/
Englewood/ArtCenter. 

Summer fun at the Art Market
By CHRIS KOURAPIS
SUN CORRESPONDENT

PHOTO PROVIDED

Kids will learn how to create citrus prints using oranges, lemons 
and grapefruit during the Englewood Art Center’s summer art 
market on July 6 and 7.

IF YOU GO
On Friday, July 6, and Saturday, 
July 7, the Englewood Art 
Center, a division of Ringling 
College of Art & Design, will be 
featuring artisan vendors, kids’ 
activities, art demonstrations, 
and music. The EAC Summer Fun 
Art Market is scheduled to take 
place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Englewood Art Center, 350 S. 
McCall Road, Englewood. Go 
to www.ringling.edu/eac to 
view fall schedules and exhibit 
information. Call 941-474-5548 
or visit www.facebook.com/
Englewood/ArtCenter.

VENICE 
941-488-0000

PORT CHARLOTTE 
941-629-9954

SARASOTA 
941-365-1556

DIRTY
Carpet or Tile Is What You Have
Unless Cleaned By Gulf Coast!

$10 OFF
  ANY SERVICE
    OVER $125 Exp. 3/31/18

1 discount
per customer

*Actual coupon must be presented at time of service and prior to 
expiration date. NO Photocopies.

• Furniture & Drapery
• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• 24-Hr Water Removal
• FREE Mold Inspection
• Airduct Cleaning
• Oriental & Area Rugs
• Hardwood Floor  Cleaning

“Your services are always prompt, 
effi  cient & courteous.”

Dr. David Rubin
Eye Health & Vision Center of Venice

100% Guarantee - State License MRSR30     www.gcclean.com
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Exp. 7/31/18

“Always a great job. Service people are terrifi c. You all have 
been my “go to” carpet cleaner for over 12 years.”

Mrs. Mullen - Pelican Pointe, Venice
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Largest Home Furnishing 
Showroom in Venice

• Thousands of Decorating Items 
• Hundreds of Lamps

• Florida Artwork • Recliners 
• Complete Bedrooms • Living Rooms

1250 U.S. Hwy. 41 
Bypass, S. Venice, 

Florida 34285

Visit our 
weekly auction 
every Thursday 

at 5:30 pm

Store (941)488-4358 • Auction (941)485-4964
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SARASOTA — What if 
organisms in Sarasota Bay 
could help tame the effects 
of red tide? That’s what 
researchers at Mote Marine 
Laboratory are hoping to 
find out.

This week, Mote is 
starting a lab study on 
whether certain organisms 
have any effect on Karenia 
brevis, the organism 
responsible for toxic 
algal blooms called red 
tide. When the naturally 
occurring organism gathers 
in dangerous amounts, 
it can lead to respiratory 
irritation in humans and 
often causes fish kills.

The study will use six 
ladder-like structures 
that have had time to 
accumulate filamentous 
green algae — the stringy, 
matted plant that typically 
is the first to attach to 
underwater structures 
— and filter feeders like 
barnacles, tunicates and 
oysters in Sarasota Bay.

Vince Lovko, a Mote staff 
scientist who manages the 
phytoplankton ecology 
program, said three of the 
structures were scraped 

clean of any organisms, 
acting as the control of 
the experiment, and the 
structures will sit in six 
separate tanks full of red 
tide-tainted water. They’ll 
know if they’re successful 
by sampling the water and 
counting the K. brevis cells.

“It’s a small kind of pilot, 
quick-and-dirty study,” 
said Lovko, who will lead 
the project along with 
Tracy Fanara, who heads 
Mote’s environmental 
health program.

If it works like Lovko 
expects, Mote researchers 
plan to expand their study 
to use a larger living dock, 
which consists of artificial 
reefs that float under 
docks. In preparation, a 
living dock is currently 
amassing these organisms 
in the bay.

This, too, depends on 
further funding. The Boca 
Grande Red Tide Initiative 
provides funding to Mote 
for researchers to “think 
outside the box” when it 
comes to researching ways 
to reduce red tide’s effects, 
said Mote senior scientist 

Rich Pierce. Right now, 
monies from the group 
are currently being used 
in a lab study on how well 
ozone can remove red tide 
in water.

“To my knowledge, a 
study on using artificial 
reefs to impede the effects 
of red tide has not been 
done,” Fanara said in a 
press release.

This project was partially 
inspired by a conversation 
with Florida Keys 
Community College’s Dean 
of Marine Science Patrick 
Rice, Fanara said. He used 
living docks to improve 
water clarity and restore 
canal habitats in Marco 
Island.

“Our study is applying 
an old concept — that 
filter feeding organisms 
can improve water quality 
— in a new way,” Fanara 
continued.

The project could lead 
to real-life solutions, but 
don’t expect it to be a cure 
for red tide ruining a good 
beach day. To stave off a 
bloom like the one thought 
to have persisted since 

November, that would 
likely take thousands 
of living docks, Lovko 
predicted. It just wouldn’t 
be feasible.

Rather, if in turn 
the second study gets 
expected results, these 
living docks could be used 
for community outreach 
for residents in smaller-
scale canal communities 
like Boca Grande. Mote 
researchers hope that 
residents would buy or 
build their own so they 
can then study how they 
improve the health of the 
canals and address red 
tide’s effects.

“It’s a good start,” Lovko 
said.

Scientists hope this study 

is successful, not only 
because it would suggest 
that these organisms can 
tame the effects of red 
tide, but it can also lead to 
more research questions 
in this genre. Researchers 
know that filter feeders are 

capable of improving water 
quality, but not a whole lot 
is known about if they can 
be used to filter K. brevis 
cells, what species are most 
effective at doing so and 
how red tide’s toxins may 
impact these organisms.

Could tiny creatures help kill red tide? 
By HANNAH MORSE
BRADENTON HERALD

BRADENTON HERALD PHOTO BY HANNAH MORSE

Valeriy Palubok, senior biologist at Mote Marine Laboratory, 
looks for cells of Karenia brevis, the red tide phytoplankton, in a 
sample of water from Sarasota County on Oct. 4, 2016.

252 W. Marion Avenue, Ste 1123, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 | www.whartonsmith.com
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Worship: Saturday 5:00 pm •  Sunday 8:30 am and 10:00 am
Thursday Service of Word and Prayer 10:00 am

790 Tamiami Trl. S., Venice • On the Island!
www.emmanuel-elca.org.  941-488-4942
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 CHRIST UNITED
 METHODIST 

 CHURCH 

 You’re Invited

 Michael T. Hudson, Pastor
 Denvil Farley, Associate Pastor

 Bob Haley, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Traditional

 Worship Services
 7:30 and 11:00 am

 Contemporary Service 
 9:00 am

 Sunday School            
 9:00 am & 10:00 am 

 Nursery Provided for
  All Services

 Parking shuttle provided
 493-7504

 1475 Center Road, Venice
 www. christvenice.com
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Your Partners 
in Protection are 

standing by to help!

941-625-9700

Security Alarm Corporation:
Your Burglary and Fire Protection Experts
The First Line of Defense in Protecting 

Your Home, Business & Family
Security and Fire Alarm products we offer:
• Residential Security & Fire Alarms
• Commercial Fire & Security Alarms
• Fire Alarm Inspections
• Medical Alert Systems
• CCTV (Camera Systems)
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DEBIT
CARD

941-474-8626
850 N. Indiana, Hwy. 776

MON-SAT  
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www.OakFarmsNursery.com
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20% OFF
All Plants 3 Gal. & Up

One Coupon Per Transaction
MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF SALE.

 EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS,  LANDSCAPE PACKAGES, TROPICAL FRUIT, 
CITRUS, SPECIALTY ITEMS AND BOUGAINVILLEAS

Thank You Englewood For Voting Us #1 Plants!

941-473-1403
850 N. Indiana • Englewood

(Hwy 776)
www.gomulch.com

FORESTRY
RESOURCES Inc.
Committed to a better environment

JULY SPECIALS
Hours

M-F  7:30 AM TO 4 PM
SAT 7:30 AM TO 2 PM

MELALEUCA MULCH BLOW-OUT
1.5C.F. BROWN FLORIMULCH 10/$20
2 C.F. NATURAL FLORIMULCH  10/$20
2 C.F. PLAYSAFE FLORIMULCH 10/$20

13-2-13 PALM & SHRUB 50# $23
8-2-12 ALL PURPOSE #50 $21

20 FT.COMMERCIAL EDGING $12
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You deserve dental treatment
at a reasonable price!

941.822.0048

FREE CONSULTATION
IMPLANT DENTURE STABILIZATION

Deluxe Denture Complete Set New Patient Exam, 
X-Rays & ConsultationReg. $1,500

($100 Value - Offer good for 30 days)

*D2751 *D5110, D5210 *D0150, D0330
(Partials not Included)

5643 Clark Road
Sarasota, FL 34233

Next to Dunkin Donuts @ I-75, exit 205

FREE 2nd
Opinion!!*

CROWNS* $475 FREE!*$750
*May change based on complexity of case. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment, that is performed as a result of and 
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CREATURE FEATURE
BY TIMOTHY POLIN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

 ACROSS

1 “Friendly” cartoon 
character

7 Pro

14 Symbols in calculus

20 Simple kind of 
antenna

21 Expenditures’ 
counterpart

22 Lacking a break

23 Add surreptitiously

24 Worrisome sight for a 
swimmer

25 With spite

26 Some Houdini feats

28 John of spy fiction

30 Something 
extraordinary 
that won’t soon 
be forgotten

32 Some northern 
Europeans

35 Bit of hydrotherapy

38 Caffeinated drink 
with tapioca balls

39 Doled (out)

41 Opposite of 
colorblindness?

42 “____ Jacques”

43 Ones eligible for 
marathon prizes

45 “Don’t bite the hand 
that feeds you,” e.g.

46 Flight-board abbr.

47 Sinking feelings

50 Mistrusts

53 Mother or sister

54 Does more 
than ask

56 Dr. ____ Sattler, 
“Jurassic Park” 
paleobotanist

57 Energy giant that 
fell into ignominy 
in 2002

58 Elevs.
59 Peevish quality
61 Get a new mortgage
63 [Kiss]
65 Powerful D.C. lobby
68 Scylla or Charybdis
74 Speedy wide receiver, 

perhaps
80 Skill
81 [Fingers crossed]
82 Buzz out in space
83 And so on: Abbr.
84 Staff leader?
86 & 87 What might cost 

you an 
arm and a leg?

88 Silver-tongued
89 2004 also-ran
91 Martin who wrote 

“The Pregnant 
Widow”

92 Evening, in ads
93 Southern sandwich
94 Is there in spirit?
96 Zen Buddhist 

goal
98 Makes fun of
99 Menace in 

106-Down
104 Bad-mouth
106 Add spice to
107 Metaphor 

for deliberate 
ignorance

109 Gobbled (down)
111 Seriously uptight
112 Fictional setting for 

106-Down
115 “A ____ believes no 

one” (old saying)
116 Pottery
117 Caffè ____
118 Justin Bieber or 

Justin Timberlake
119 Concerning
120 Conventions: Abbr.
121 “There, there”
122 Disgustingly 

obsequious
123 Class with drills
 

 DOWN

1 Things investors take 
an interest in?

2 Suffer
3 106-Down director
4 Pink, e.g.
5 Brought out
6 Christen anew
7 Tidiness
8 Proud, fiery types, 

they say
9 Save for later, 

in a way
10 Fathers or brothers
11 Santa ____
12 No longer in force
13 Gives meaning to
14 Horn of Africa native
15 Neon, e.g.
16 Transmission
17 Like the menace 

in 106-Down
18 Common knee injury 

site, briefly

19 Locale for a trough

27 Fairy-tale “lump”

29 Hack

30 Hit BBC comedy, 
briefly

31 Peter of “The Maltese 
Falcon”

32 Handles deftly

33 Utmost degree

34 Farm machine

36 Something to angle 
for

37 “In Dulci Jubilo” and 
others

39 Modest skirts

40 Modern subject of 
F.A.A. regulation

43 TV show with the 
season’s highest 
rating, often

44 “____ U.S.A.” 
(1963 hit)

48 Sports arbiter

49 Pixielike

51 Cabaret accessory

52 Country-music 
channel, once

55 Decorative pillowcase

58 Adjudicate, 
as a case

60 “This is 
looking bad”

62 Lyricist Sammy

63 Singer Haggard

64 Golfer’s obstacle

66 Ska-punk band with 
the 1997 song “Sell 
Out”

67 Sunning area

68 Ax

69 Seasonal quaff

70 Small herrings

71 Is a crowd

72 Actor Morales

73 Deteriorates

74 Beginning

75 Precollege, 
for short

76 Text tweaks

77 Midcrisis hire, 
perhaps

78 Word with black or 
blood

79 Frozen-dessert chain

85 Leaves nervously 
exhausted

88 Thugs

90 Aromatic 
yellow citrus

93 Preppy wear

95 Himalayan native

97 Cheap and gaudy

98 Charged

99 Scrap

100 Actress Salma

101 Movie org. whose 
“100 Years … 100 
Thrills” list has 106-
Down at No. 2

102 Takes a load off

103 Superman, 
by birth

105 “Coo-oo-ool!”

106 1975 summer 
blockbuster

107 Morse clicks

108 Indian blueblood

110 Teensy amount

113 Yogi’s accessory

114 Oscar ____ 
(Hollywood honor, 
informally)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79

80 81 82 83

84 85 86 87 88

89 90 91 92 93

94 95 96 97

98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105

106 107 108 109 110

111 112 113 114 115

116 117 118 119

120 121 122 123

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

After completing this puzzle, draw a line starting at the middle square of 59-Across and connect five 
appropriate squares in roughly clockwise order to reveal an image suggested by this puzzle’s theme.

New York Times Sunday Crossword No. 0624

GROUPER ANY WAY

$14
Served with your choice of 2 sides
(Sides not included with salads or pastas)

(EXCLUDES BLACK GROUPER)
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www.SKYattheY.com

PREPARING FOR 
THE FUTURE
Through disciplined academics we succeed in 
preparing children for high school and college.

Now enrolling students for 2018-19 school year.
CALL OR STOP BY FOR A TOUR TODAY!

FREE TUITION  |  FREE BEFORE/AFTER CARE

VENICE SKY ACADEMY  705 Center Road, Venice  |  941-244-2626

ENGLEWOOD SKY ACADEMY  881 S. River Road, Englewood  |  941-999-4775
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ENGLEWOOD —  After 
serving as a law enforce-
ment officer in Detroit, 
Englewood was a para-
dise to Gary Schroeder  
48 years ago.

Englewood is still a 
paradise to him.

And for his commit-
ment to the Englewood 
community, the 
Englewood Florida 
Chamber of Commerce 
inducted Schroeder 
into its Secret Society of 
Smoked Mullets.

“He is a fixture in our 
community and always is 
happy to see anyone he 
meets with his grin from 
ear to ear,” emcee Keith 
Rowley said. 

Rowley’s father, Rex, 
was last year’s Smoked 
Mullet inductee, but 
he couldn’t attend the 
annual luncheon June 29 
at the Waverly restaurant 
on Manasota Key.

“The stories he has told 

many of us of his early 
days as the town sheriff’s 
deputy would make a great 
book — but many of the 
names would have to be 
changed,” Rowley quipped.

Surrounded by his wife, 
Pam, their children and 
grandchildren, Schroeder 
was surprised and hum-
bled when his name was 
announced as this year’s 
winner.

“All of you who are 
(named as Smoked 
Mullets) have really 
contributed to the commu-
nity,” Schroeder said. 

Since the beginning 
of the Secret Society of 
Smoked Mullets in 1996, 
when it was first created by 
then-chamber president 
Nita Cole, the goal was to 
create a fun way to honor 
those whose contributions 
helped to shape the charac-
ter of Englewood. 

The first mullet recipient 
was Dr. John Flower, 
Englewood’s first dentist 

and a noted amateur 
wildlife photographer.

Schroeder was more 
than a police officer to 
Englewood. He’s remem-
bered for mowing a field 
— where the Palm Plaza 
shopping center is now 
located — so young people 
could play sports. He was 
known to take breaks and 
shoot a few hoops with 
Englewood teens. 

Schroeder was known 
as “Sergeant Friendly” to 
Englewood Elementary 
School students before 
school resource officers 
were assigned to schools. 
He participated in this 
year’s Project Graduation 
for Lemon Bay High seniors.

Schroeder remains active 
in Englewood’s Masonic 
lodge. He’s no stranger to 
the Englewood Expo and 
other civic events.

After the Detroit riots in 
1969 and 1970, city police 
officers and other civil 
servants were required to 

move into the city. Gary 
and Pam Schroeder decid-
ed to move to Englewood 
and join Pam’s grandpar-
ents, Leola and Robert 
Plumb. The Schroeders, 
then a family of four, 
lived in an efficiency.

“It was kind of 
cramped,” he said.

He applied to local law 
enforcement agencies 
immediately and had 
to work for General 
Development Corp. before 
he got the call from the 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office.

In 1977, Schroeder 
answered a call that a 
“big” intoxicated man 
was threatening a woman 
bartender with a knife. 
When he arrived on scene, 
Schroeder couldn’t wait for 
backup since bar patrons 
told him the man was 
holding the woman 
down, ready to kill her. 

“If it was your wife or 
daughter, would you want 

me to wait (for backup)?” 
Schroeder asked. “Guess 
what, I went in.”

The woman got loose 
and the man put down 
the knife, but he violently 
resisted arrest. During the 
struggle, the man kneed 
Schroeder in his lower 
back, breaking his spine in 
four places.

The injury left Schroeder 

wheelchair-bound, but he 
remained a sheriff’s deputy 
until he retired in 1985. 
The life-altering injury also 
didn’t dissuade his love of 
Englewood.

To learn more about the 
Secret Society of Smoked 
Mullets and to see its roll 
of honorees, visit: www.
englewoodchamber.com.

Email: reilly@sun-herald.com

‘Sgt. Friendly’ is newest Smoked Mullet
By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

MANASOTA 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
FIND UNIQUE
While the Englewood Florida 
Chamber of Commerce honored 
old Englewood with its annual 
Secret Society of Smoked 
Mullets luncheon Friday, John 
McCarthy, historic Spanish Point 
executive director, talked about 
“old, old” Englewood — actu-
ally paleo-Manasota Key.
State archaeologists are diving 
offshore in 20 feet of water 
and continuing their ongoing 
investigation of a 7,000-year-old 
burial site. 
Sea level at the time of the 
burial was 33 feet lower than 
it is today. Florida’s shoreline 
extended far out into what’s 
now Gulf waters, and the burial 
site remained preserved under a 
layer of peat on the sea floor.
“It is a globally significant site,” 
McCarthy said. 
The site is the only burial site 
in the Americas discovered 
underwater and one of the three 
“marine” burial sites globally.
But what’s as important, is that 
this site should be shown the 
“reverence and respect” any 
burial site deserves, McCarthy 
said. Florida’s Seminole and 
Miccosukee tribes view the 
site as a burial ground of their 
ancestors and expect it to be 
respected.
The exact location is secret. 
Anyone disturbing the burial site 
can be charged with a felony. 
McCarthy cautioned the audi-
ence how volunteers have the 
site under surveillance, and will 
report any boaters or divers who 
potentially disturb it.
He encouraged people to 
call state law enforcement at 
1-888-404-3922, if they learn of 
anyone disturbing the site.
But researchers are hoping if 
anyone discovers arrow heads or 
other artifacts offshore, or along 
Manasota Key to let them know. 
They believe more archaeolog-
ical sites are buried in sand off 
the Key.
For more information, call 
Spanish Point at 941-966-5214.

SUN PHOTOS BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

John Bass, left, embraces Gary Schroeder after announcing the 
longtime Englewood resident was chosen as the 2018 Smoked 
Mullet award winner.

Members of the Secret Society of Smoked Mullets include, from left, (standing) Larry Nicol, 
Charlie Hicks, Fred Beck, David Dignam and Esther Horton, (seated) Tom Dignam, Eunice 
Albritton, Gary Schroeder, Dr. John Flower, Bill Stiver Sr. and Mac Horton.
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 WATERLINE

Photo provided

Okeechobee water flowing 
down the Caloosahatchee is 
a problem. But so is rampant 
development across Florida.

A LIFE ON THE WATER • CAPT. VAN HUBBARD

Blame or 
solution?

What’s more important to you: Blame 
or solutions? Let’s stop placing blame 
for our water quality problems. It’s 
counterproductive. We need to identify 
the factual problems; then acknowledge 
them so we can address the issues. 
It’s way past time to start fixing the 
sources of our red tide and water quality 
challenges.

Red tide and water discharges are 
nothing new. We have endured them 
forever. Yes, forever. Our water quality 
problems have grown as our popula-
tion expands. More growth and devel-
opment, more problems.

Things exploded as we dredged and 
filled projects all over Florida in the 
1950s and ’60s. We have had numer-
ous problems since they dredged the 
Intracoastal Waterway more than 50 
years ago. We altered natural flows and 
flushing all over Florida, and now we 
pay the price for messing with Mother 
Nature. We enjoyed a paradise until it 
was altered by human hands. 

This is a problem that isn’t going away 
without sacrifices and a lot of money. If 
you think preventing more damage is 
expensive, just try to replace our ecosys-
tems and economy after it’s destroyed. It 
can’t be done — not at any price.

The Army Corps must release water 
from Lake Okeechobee or endanger 
lives from breaching the dikes. Just 
look at the loss of live in 28 hurricanes. 
Blame sugar and agriculture if you 
want, but if they disappeared tomorrow 
we still have bigger problems. 

Is it possible that political manipu-
lation could be behind much of this to 
hurt Commissioner Putnam and other 
Republican candidates? You are being 
led away from actual problems. Many 
of us are distracted for someone else’s 
political gains.

We continue to cram more new folks 
into our coastal and watershed areas. 
More people creates more runoff and 
increased pollutants in our waters. 
Ignore reality or acknowledge real 
issues and accurately, scientifically 
identify the sources.

Which is more important to us? 
Green yards and lush high main-
tenance landscaping or our water 
quality? Look at our developed lands 
and how they follow our coastlines and 
watersheds. These population concen-
trations contribute nutrients which 
feed and stimulate red tide blooms and 
algae growth. 

In many areas right now, the awful 
stench from decaying green algae is as 
bad as the dead fish. Algae thrives in 
cooler water but dies in summer heat. 
Yes, old dead fish are also problems in 
many areas. When they combine, it’s a 
disaster.

I watched a program on Charlotte 
County’s channel last week about water 
quality issues in Florida’s springs and 
estuaries. It was a board meeting of 
Swiftmud’s last meeting on these issues 
(April, I believe). They have addressed 
the agriculture issues and believe these 
are minimized. Look at evidence and 

make your own conclusions. Agriculture 
businesses can’t afford to waste mon-
ey with today’s tight profit margins. 
Fertilizers are only productive if kept 
in the root zone layers. Golf courses 
are smarter and have minimized their 
runoff losses too. 

Both Swiftmud and Dr. Brian LaPoint 
have studied our issues and deduced 
from their works that septic leaching 
and yard runoff are our largest contribu-
tors to nitrogen. Many educated leaders 
and scientist believe that the Kissimmee 
River and Caloosahatchee Rivers are pol-
luted and major problems requiring our 
immediate attention. The Kissimmee 
watershed has about two million people 
living upstream with about 600,000 sep-
tic tanks. Septic systems cannot function 
properly if the water table is too close. 
They require dirt to function properly.

This red tide eruption occurring 
now has trashed our local economy 
for the last big weekend opportunity 
of summer. We are now facing the 
slow season without that extra week’s 
income. We were actually lucky this 
backed down for Easter because it was 
looming then. 

Note that this red tide bloom oc-
curred before any Lake O discharges 
could have reached our area. This 
outbreak, like all the others, came right 
after a heavy rain event. We have local 
problems that require our attention if 
you want to solve our pollution prob-
lems. Watch that Swiftmud meeting to 
understand the problems better.

I’m not impressed with the expo-
sure-seeking captains complaining but 
not addressing the actual problems 
or offering any thought out potential 
solutions. I brought this issue up at 
every Charlotte Harbor meeting that 
UF sponsored and Sea Grant helped 
with. We are dying if we continue to 
ignore our problems!

The press has picked up this issue 
and is warning folks to stay away from 
our coast and beaches, just before 
the Fourth of July. This hurts the local 
economy significantly. But can you 
blame them? Who wants to spend the 
holiday on a stinky beach?

I’ll close with some good news: We do 
have good fishing farther out in to the 
Gulf — no red tide problems offshore 
yet. Grouper and snapper are all open, 
and if you can safely go deeper we do 
have fish. Things begin to clear up at 
about 40 feet. There are a few Spanish 
mackerel and even kings scattered 
around. You can carry live shrimp but 
not pinfish or minnows through red 
tide blooms. Minnows are available in 
about 50 feet. Try Sabiki rigs and carry 
extras. The fishing has been good in the 
upper Harbor area also. If you don’t see 
live fish, just keep looking. Remember, 
you can’t catch fish if you don’t go 
fishin’, so let’s go fishin’ soon.

Capt. Van Hubbard is a highly respected outdoor writer and 
fishing guide. He has been a professional USCG-licensed year-
round guide since 1976, and has been fishing the Southwest 
Florida coast since 1981. Contact him at 941-468-4017 or 
VanHubbard@CaptVan.com.

When It Comes To Safety and Quality, We Make the Grade
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ANSWERS to crossword

NORTH PORT — After 
38 city commissioners, 
at least 73 commission 
meetings and 40 years, 
the North Port aquatic 
center broke ground.

A ground breaking for 
the center was held June 
30 at Butler Park, behind 
the Morgan Family 
Community Center, 6205 
W Price Blvd. 

Joan Morgan, whose 
family the Morgan Center 
is named after, remained 
cautiously optimistic 
about the project in the 
backyard of her namesake. 

“(I’m remaining 
cautious) until I can jump 
in the pool,” she said. 
“I’m trying to feel a little 
more confident … we had 
a 5-0 vote to build in 2010 
but we’re in uncharted 
territory now.”

Morgan, along with var-
ious city commissioners 
and staff over the years, 
have fought to bring a 
pool to North Port and 
replace the aging YMCA 
pool in the city. 

The new pool con-
struction contract was 
approved on June 12 with 
Recreation Design and 
Construction Inc. There 
is also a design contract 
with Kimley Horn and 
Associates, who were 
originally tapped for the 
project in 2009. 

The pool is slated to 
be completed in July 
2019 and cost roughly 
$10,832,069.79. It will 
include a 25-meter 
stretch pool which can 
be used for 25-yard or 
25-meter swim competi-
tions, two slides, a bowl 
slide, a children’s splash 
area, a lazy river, shading, 
bathrooms, locker rooms 
and a concession stand. 

Multiple people at the 
event echoed the same 
sentiment: this new pool 
has been a long time 
coming. 

“I sure wish this pool 
was here now since it’s 
110 degrees out,” Mayor 
Vanessa Carusone said. 
“We’re very well aware 
things take a long time 
to get accomplished but 
now we stand before 
you with something we 
started almost 10 years 
ago. This is truly a great 
achievement in a city 
where you can achieve 
anything.”

Community mem-
bers are excited for the 
opportunities it can bring 
specifically the children 
of North Port.

“Over the past five 
years or so we’ve starting 
moving forward and 
it’s refreshing to see,” 
said Gene Matthews, 
namesake of the Gene 
Matthews Boys & Girls 
Club, said. “Of course we 

have the Boys and Girls 
Club but (additional) 
events and activities 
for the kids is very 
important.”

And others believe the 
pool will help add a layer 
of water safety the city 
does not currently have. 

“The North Port swim 
team will have meets and 
it will be great,” said Mary 
Jane Hayes, a North Port 
resident since 1977. “And 
when you live so close 
to such a big body of 
water kids really need to 
learn how to swim by just 
wading in.”

As for the kids, they 
are just as excited to 

eventually splash in to the 
latest North Port amenity. 

“I’m excited because 
it’s a new pool and has 
lots of other things,” 
said Ava Muehlmeyer, 8. 
“The (YMCA pool) is way 
tinier and this will be way 
bigger. I’m excited to go 

on the slides and check 
everything out.”

Email: lcoffey@sun-herald.com 

North Port groundbreaking 
makes a splash for project
By LAUREN COFFEY 

STAFF WRITER

City commissioners have some fun before the groundbreaking.

SUN PHOTO BY MONICA AMAYA

Quentin Willis, 4, was ready Saturday for the Aquatic Center to 
open in North Port. 

Tricia Wisner, City of North 
Port Parks and Recreation 
Manager

Joan Morgan, long time advo-
cate for the pool and aquatic 
center, poses with the design 
of the project.
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Free coffee is one way 
to get people on the 
move. 

To lure departing 
passengers to the ter-
minal early for morning 
flights, Punta Gorda 
Airport is giving away 
coupons redeemable 
for a free large coffee or 
a 20-ounce water. Both 
items retail at $2.79. The 
goal of the promotion is 
to relieve congestion at 
the airport.

The promotion runs 
from July 1-7. The coupons 
will be given to the first 100 
departing passengers who 
clear security screening by 
5:30 a.m., each morning, 
and will be redeemable at 
The Junction or the kiosk 
near gate one inside the 
departures waiting area. 

“Our neighbors value 
PGD for its ease of use 
and convenience, and we 
want to keep it that way,” 
said PGD CEO James 
Parish in a press release. 
“We’re hoping this pro-
gram will raise awareness 
and incentivize passen-
gers to arrive early.”

Due to PGD’s recent 
growth in passengers, 
there has been more traf-
fic on the roads, as well 

as busier parking lots, 
check-in counters and 
security lines, according 
to the release. 

In a recent Allegiant 
Air travel alert, Punta 
Gorda was one 
of just a few 
airports listed 
for having lon-
ger-than-normal 
wait times at 
security check-
points. Others 
included Destin/
Fort Walton 
Beach, Orlando/
Sanford and 
Phoenix/Mesa, 
Arizona.

“Things were obvi-
ously very busy during 
our record-breaking prior 
year (season),” said Kaley 
Miller, PGD marketing 
and communications 
manager, “so we had 
started brainstorming 
an incentive promotion 
before I even noticed this 
listing was on Allegiant’s 
alerts page.” 

In May 2018, PGD 
saw a total of 118,050 
passengers, compared 
to 97,304 in May 2017. 
PGD reached a record 
high passenger count at 
192,947 in March 2018. In 
March 2017, the airport 
noted a total passenger 
count of 141,802.

For early morning 
flights, PGD recom-
mends that passengers 
arrive at the terminal 
two hours before their 

scheduled depar-
ture time. 

This will 
allow time 
for check-in, 
screen-
ing and 
boarding. 

It was also 
noted that it 
is important 
for Allegiant 
flights to 

depart on 
time so the 

fleet can stay 
on track for flights sched-
uled later in the day. 

The weeklong incen-
tive program is a pilot 
program that will be 

considered for future 
busy holiday weeks. PGD 
is partnering with Faber 
International, an in-air-
port provider of conces-
sions, for the promotion. 

In response to the 
influx of passengers 
and the airport’s 
conversations with 
Allegiant about 
improving logistics, 
Miller said Allegiant has 
started scheduling flights 
for 6 a.m. starting in 
mid-December to space 
out the time between 
departing flights. The 
earliest flight is now 
6:30 a.m.  

“That means our 
Transportation Security 
Administration screening 
partner and Allegiant’s 
check-in staff will also 
have to be open a 

half-hour earlier,” said 
Miller, “so it requires 
extra coordination in 
scheduling.” 

PGD has also put in a 
request for a fifth lane to 
help with traffic in the 
terminal. 

“TSA is reviewing 
PGD’s request for a fifth 
lane,” said Miller. “We 
are all working together 
in hopes to have the fifth 
lane open by the end of 
2018.”

Email: dsutphin@sun-herald.com

Punta Gorda Airport officials hope free 
coffee creates ‘espresso’ line

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER
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The Sarasota County 
Parks, Recreation and 
Natural Resources recent-
ly presented a program 
about snakes in Florida 
at the North Port Public 
Library. 

During the event, three 
snakes were shown to 
the participants, with the 
opportunity to touch the 
snakes and asks questions 
about the animals. 

Kids check out snakes at library

Below: Zoe Kaplun, 7, pays 
attention to all the informa-
tion shared recently about 
snakes at the North Port Public 
Library.

Lynda Becherelli, a parks naturalist with Sarasota County, plays 
with Lucky, a corn snake, during a recent program at North Port 
Public Library.

Above: Dilan McGeachy, 
4, learns how the tempo 
mandibular joint is different 
in humans and snakes.

Jack Anderson, 3, gets to touch Casper, a corn snake at North 
Port Public Library, recently.

Aiden Hagarty, 13, participates in a question-and-answer 
section of the presentation at North Port Public Library 
recently.

SUN PHOTOS BY MONICA AMAYA

Lola Robinson, 10, learns the difference between poisonous and venomous at North Port Public 
Library during a presentation recently about snakes. 
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