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SYNOPSIS 

Generally this survey demonstrates that Guyanese are largely either tolerant or accepting of 

homosexuals, with the quantity of persons that could genuinely be described as ñhomophobicò 

amounting to approximately 25% of the population.  Conversely this means that 58% of Guyanese are 

either ñtolerantò or ñacceptingò of homosexuals, while 17% were undecided.  It is also immediately 

noticeable that homophobia or alternatively tolerance of homosexuals correlates directly with age, 

sex, race and to a lesser extent religion, place of origin and education.  As such, women, younger 

persons and Guyanese who were not born in Guyana tended to be more comfortable with 

homosexuals, while active-Evangelical Christians, Afro Guyanese and those who have been ñless-

wellò educated tended to be more homophobic. 

Notwithstanding the largely positive stance of the vast majority of Guyanese toward 

homosexuals, it is also clear that fundamental misunderstandings exist among Guyanese regarding 

several basis facts about homosexuality and it is entirely possible that these misunderstandings could 

impact negatively on attitudes.  Guyanese generally think that homosexuality is largely a male 

phenomenon and moreover that it is a ñchoiceò.  These are two misunderstandings that carry 

substantial baggage.  There is also a heavy religious overtone regarding the ñproperò location of 

sexual orientation and sexual expression, along with the presumption that the religious teaching 

should continue to influence the Stateôs agenda and treatment of homosexuals. 

With regard to discrimination (as manifested in violence) the survey demonstrates clearly that 

Guyanese do dislike the idea of violence against minorities and discrimination in all its manifestations.  

Moreover, Guyanese largely consider discrimination against homosexuals to be ñwrongò.  At the same 

time; however Guyanese do not seem to think that homosexuals are currently being discriminated 

against, or that the state needs to provide special protection for them.  Interestingly, there is strong 

support for the provision of special protections for Persons Living with AIDS (PLWA) and while some 

of these persons might be homosexual, there is no strong desire on the part of the population for 

specific protections for homosexuals against discrimination. 

The general Guyanese reaction to the legislative environment that relates to homosexuals is 

to say the least, conflicting.  A slender majority of Guyanese support the retention of the ñbuggery 

lawò; however further investigation reveals that many of these persons are both unfamiliar with the 

specific provisions of this law and when advised of the specifics believe it to be ñillogicalò in some 

instances.  Notwithstanding there is a clear resistance on the part of the population to ñlet goò of these 

laws which a majority of persons believe are a clear expression of Guyanaôs moral and religious 

standards.  In this regard, it is interesting to note the populationsô ability to separate religion and state 

as it relates to the propriety of ñCommon Lawò marriage, while the state is presumed to have an 

obligation to project religious principles as it relates to homosexual acts. 

Although there is no profound appetite for legislative change at this time, Guyanese believe 

that a clear demonstration that these laws are impacting negatively on the physical or psychological 

well-being of young people or adults would provide good grounds for change.  There is also support 

for change if it can be proven that the laws contribute to the spread of HIV/AIDS.  It should be made 

clear; however that in neither instance has the survey demonstrated that Guyanese are convinced 

that either of these ñperilsò have manifested themselves locally on account of the existence of buggery 

laws. 
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The actually stated legislative preferences of Guyanese at this time are noteworthy since 

these speak to the activities that Guyanese wish to prevent.  In this regard it is clear that Guyanese 

desire most to prevent ñpublic sexò of any sort, but are especially concerned about relations between 

two or three men.  Although there is a stated preference for the retention of the buggery law, there is 

little interest in having the state prevent private sex between adults (of any sex) if that were possible. 

This peculiarity suggests that Guyanese are perhaps really concerned about public manifestations of 

sexual orientation, as distinct from private manifestations and appear to believe that the changing of 

the laws would help to encourage these public manifestations. 

The juxtaposition of Guyanese support for decriminalisation (of homosexual acts) with their 

opinion on other major social issues does lend support to the suggestion that Guyanese are less 

committed to the retention of these laws than they are to issues like corporal punishment which also 

have a religious justification.  This distance is significant, as is the finding in the survey that the 

position of a political party is not likely to affect its chances at the polls.  
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BACKGROUND 

This study is a seminal exploration of the Guyanese attitude toward homosexuals from 

different perspectives, but is also an individual component of a three-country research project that 

sought to collect similar data in Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados.  A similar study was first done by 

CADRES in Barbados in 2004; however this was based on a small number of questions that were 

part of an omnibus UWI/CADRES study.  In August of 2010 CADRES responded to an invitation from 

the Society Against Sexual Orientation Discrimination (SASOD) to present the Barbados findings to 

an OAS/LGBT Workshop on Human Rights in Georgetown and at this meeting discussions were 

initiated to implement this 2013 study and expand the number of countries involved. 

  Having secured funding from the UK FCO for the execution of two identical studies in Guyana 

and Trinidad and Tobago and from the Barbados HIV/AIDS Commission for a similar Barbados study, 

CADRES solicited the assistance of a regional team that represented all relevant interests.  Initially 

electronic contact was established with representatives from SASOD in Guyana, Trinidad and 

Tobagoôs Coalition Advocating for Inclusion of Sexual Orientation (CAISO) and The United Gays & 

Lesbians Against AIDS Barbados (UGLAAB) in Barbados as well as academics from UWI with an 

interest in this issue.  Thereafter a meeting was convened in Port of Spain with the principal 

researchers, which reflected on the 2004 study and identified specific research issues and received 

suggested questions which were later refined electronically. 

  A single generic instrument was agreed upon in March of 2013 and deployed in all three 

territories around the same time; however it was agreed that it was unwise to rely on a research team 

that was exclusively drawn from any of the three LGBTQI organisations since that would have 

presented a clear bias.  Instead the partners agreed to the identification of country specific managers 

that were known to CADRES, who would in-turn recruit an independent team to collect and tabulate 

data in each instance. 

 The report that follows represents what could be considered a comprehensive presentation of 

data; however it was agreed that this report should not be seen or used as a strategic document.  

Instead SASOD and other partners would be expected to draw information from it to either inform 

their advocacy or to make pronouncements on specific aspects of any issue spoken to.  The 

document is large, technical and perhaps presents too much data to be placed in the public domain, 

but should instead remain a resource for persons or groups interested in these issues. 
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INTRODUCTION, METHODOLOGY AND LIMITATIONS 

 

The survey employed a stratified random sample of Guyana which identified as primary strata: 

¶ Age; and 

¶ Gender;  

In addition, other demographic information was solicited and collated; however the survey was not 

designed to replicate these characteristics in a manner that was proportionate to the population of 

Guyana.  Data that are presented in these instances would therefore bear some relation to the 

national scenario, but would not be a conclusive indicator of the extent to which that variable is 

present in the population of Guyana. 

Interviewers were each assigned areas based on a random selection normally associated with 

Polling Divisions (PDs) in each administrative division.  PDs are almost equal subdivisions of 

Administrative Divisions which are normally used for electoral purposes.  In this instance; however the 

fact that PDs are numbered allowing for a random selection of specific divisions which were then 

roughly translated into geographical districts or zones. 

In each instance, interviewers selected 12, 24, 36 or 48 households in a random manner (one in 

three) and conducted one face to face interview at each of 12, 24, 36 or 48 households.  Interviewers 

were specifically advised not to conduct interviews in public areas like bars, or among groups since 

the intention was to replicate national views and opinions based on a standard geographical 

distribution within households.  The proportion of persons interviewed from each of Guyanaôs 10 

Administrative Divisions is presented in Table 01 and Appendix II presents comprehensive 

information on the areas or districts in which interviews were conducted and the actual number of 

interviews conducted in each instance. 

Table 01: 
Region of Interview 

1 4% 

2 11% 

3 17% 

4 36% 

5 7% 

6 14% 

7 3% 

8 3% 

9 3% 

10 4% 
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The survey was largely interviewer administered; however interviewers were instructed to 

yield to the respondentôs preference to complete the survey form themselves if such a request was 

made.  There was also a section that was set aside for self-administration since it explored 

confidential issues.  In that instance, the reverse instruction was given to interviewers who were 

advised to complete these forms for the respondent if such a request were made. 

The analysis that follows arises from these cases which were 1,034 in total and the specific 

questionnaire that was administered is presented in Appendix I.  This survey was developed by a 

regional team that included representatives from SASOD, CAISO, and UGLAAB, and submissions 

were entertained from all three of these organisations with respect to the areas of interest at a 

meeting in Trinidad during October of 2012.  The extent to which this process was ñregionalisedò was 

deliberate since the partners were all regional organisations responsible for LGBTQI issues and 

therefore had similar concerns.  Since the legislative environment is similar and cultural environments 

also roughly similar, it was considered prudent to take a similar approach which would ultimately also 

allow for regional comparisons. 

The initial survey planning meeting was held in Trinidad and Tobago (October 2012) and the 

team agreed on the broad issues that the survey would cover.  Thereafter two-drafts were circulated 

to concerned parties for comment and revision and thereafter the final survey instrument was agreed 

upon, printed and deployed in the respective countries.  The design team agreed on broad guidelines 

for the conduct of the exercise and among them was the critical agreement that the survey should be 

executed by interviewers who were perhaps not ñobviously gayò or at least not exclusively confined to 

members of the LGBTQI Association in any of the countries involved.  It was agreed that this 

arrangement would enhance the credibility of the research exercise. 

The analysis that follows speaks largely to national conclusions; however in select instances 

comparative data has been presented which demonstrates the impact of demographic characteristics 

such as age, gender or religion which appear to influence the opinion being presented.  In scientific 

terms these associations are known as correlations and throughout the report any instance in which 

such an ñinfluenceò or ñimpactò is mentioned, it can be assumed that the correlation referred to is 

within a +/- 5% margin of error which means that CADRES is 95% confident that such a correlation 

exists and is not accidental.  The 95% measure is generally considered satisfactory within the 

scientific community and the tool of measurement used is the ñChi Squareò test.  In all instances 

where a demographic association is mentioned it can be assumed that the ñChi Squareò test has been 

applied, but in no instance is the test statistic presented since the audience for this report is generally 

not a scientific one.  In instances where mention is made of a statistically insignificant association this 

would mean that the measurement of such an association has fallen below the 95% confidence level. 
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This study is seminal in the case of Guyana and there has only been one previous study done 

regionally (Barbados 2004).  As such the studyôs main limitation is the fact that it provides a static 

measurement of attitude and opinion and cannot speak to evolving attitudes in the Guyanese context.  

The data is likely to be useful nonetheless since it can speak to contemporary views and opinions on 

the issue.  This study was conceptualised by CADRES and sought to build on a similar study 

conducted in Barbados (2004).  That study was limited since it was part of a larger omnibus survey, 

while this one is specialised and focused exclusively on the respondentôs opinion of homosexuals, 

homosexuality and attendant issues.  This specialised focus is therefore advantageous and it is also 

fortunate that this study was able to address several of the deficiencies of the 2004 study. 

In this instance; however, some respondents complained about the length of the survey and 

the occasional complex nature of it.  Several of the issues explored were technical and legal and 

although an effort was made to simplify the questions, there were instances in which the respondent 

did not understand what was being asked.  In the case of Guyana there was one question which is 

identified specifically which was clearly not understood by a substantial quantity of respondents and 

as such could not be used in the analysis. 

Another concern identified in the course of interviewing relates to the demographic categories 

used which failed to identify ñAmerindiansò.  Such persons interviewed were therefore categorized as 

ñMixedò and ñOthersò.  Those that were identified as ñMixedò preferred to be referred to as such 

instead of being called ñOthers.ò  In the case of religion, many Hindus in Guyana are apparently also 

Christians and there was no option for a person to select both options.  In both instances, the quantity 

of people affected would appear to be small and would not affect the reliability of the survey. 
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SURVEY DEMOGRAPHICS 

 
In this section data are presented largely for purposes of information as these demographic 

categories are used later in the analysis to determine the extent to which relationships exist between 

the different variables.  Tables 02 through 11 and related charts speak to a range of demographics 

which are standard in surveys of this nature.  It was intended that the ñAgeò and ñSexò categories 

should be almost similar to the national demographic spread; however it appears as though this 

survey slightly over-represented young people at the expense of older people interviewed.  This skew 

is perhaps a result of the fact that older people would have had less interest this subject matter and 

would therefore have been unwilling to respond to an interview this challenging.  Such ñbiasesò are 

not avoidable and would not impact negatively on the reliability of the survey exercise. 

 

Table 03: Race of Respondent 

Afro (Black) 37% 

Anglo (White) 1% 

Sino (Chinese) 1% 

Indo (East Indian) 26% 

Portuguese 5% 

Mixed 26% 

Other 4% 

The issue of race is of particular importance in Guyana and it would appear as though the 

interviewers captured a slightly higher proportion of Afro Guyanese, which is no doubt related to the 

areas that interviews were conducted.  It should be stressed; however that the survey was NOT 

designed to match the national racial distribution and moreover the selection of areas and 

respondents was random and no special attempt was made to identify respondents based on their 

race, but instead interviewers identified respondents and thereafter sought information about the 

personôs racial classification. 

 

Table 05: Respondentôs Origin 

Yes, Native Born 90% 

Not native born 8% 

Prefer not to say 2% 

 

  

Table 02: Sex of Respondent 

Male 47% 

Female 53% 

Table 04: Age Range of Respondent 

18-30 Years 42% 

31-50 Years 34% 

51 and over 24% 
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In the case of income, CADRES is often sceptical of the information given, especially as close 

to one-quarter of respondents did not provide this information which limits its utility. 

 

Table 07: Respondentôs Status 

Single 39% 

Married 34% 

Married (Common Law) 11% 

Divorced 4% 

Separated 6% 

Widowed 3% 

Won't Say 3% 

 

Table 09: Respondentôs Quantity of Children 

0 29% 

1 20% 

2 19% 

3 13% 

4 8% 

5 5% 

6 3% 

7 2% 

8 1% 

9 0.3% 

10 0.3% 

11 0.2% 

12 0.1% 

13 0.1% 

16 0.2% 

 

Table 10: Respondentôs Highest Level of Schooling 

Primary 14% 

Secondary 37% 

Post-Secondary 8% 

Technical/Vocational 10% 

Tertiary 31% 

 

Table 06: Respondentôs Income Range 

Less than $20,000 8% 

$20,000 - $40,000 18% 

$40,000 - 60,000 19% 

$60,000 - 80,000 12% 

$80,000 - $100,000 11% 

Over $100,000 9% 

Won't say 24% 

Table 08: Respondentôs Employment Status 

Employed (Full-time) 52% 

Employed (Part-time) 6% 

Housewife/Househusband 7% 

Unemployed 5% 

Student 6% 

Retired 4% 

Self Employed 16% 

Other/Won't say 4% 
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Since the survey inquired privately into the respondentôs sexual orientation, an assessment of 

the overall ñSexual Profileò of Guyana is presented in Figure 01 as part of the demographic 

assessment.  Although this information was tabulated based on a self-admission that was 

confidentially collected, CADRES remains sceptical of this type of information because the issue of 

sexuality is still very sensitive in Guyana and homosexual acts are still illegal there.  As such caution 

is recommended on the side of admitted heterosexuality, since homosexuals will be less likely to 

admit to being this way inclined. 

There have been very few studies that have attempted to scientifically estimate the quantity of 

homosexuals resident in any country; however global estimates generally fall within the 1-10 

assumption which would translate to a presumed 10% of any population being homosexual.   In this 

instance 3% have admitted to being homosexual (male or female) in Guyana with 4% admitting to bi-

sexuality.  It is most interesting; however that 15% of persons indicated that they were unwilling to 

answer this question and if we assume that a heterosexual would have no difficulty stating this, the 

presumption is that an additional 15% of respondents could easily be homosexual or bisexual which 

could make Guyanaôs resident population of homosexuals and bisexuals relatively ñhighò in the 

especially if we consider global estimates.  The most generous assessment of these data would imply 

somewhere in the vicinity of 20% of Guyanese being either homosexual or bisexual. 

 
Figure 1: Sexual Orientation (Declared) 

The issue of religious persuasion was also isolated in the demographic discussion largely 

because it is both complex and proven in the study to be one of the main ñdriversò of homophobia.  In 

this instance respondents were asked to select a Religious category and thereafter to state whether 

they were ñactiveò or ñpassiveò within that grouping.  Table 11 speaks to the initial question of religious 

orientation, while Figure 02 speaks to the respondentôs classification within that orientation. 
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Table 11 demonstrates that the single largest category 

of respondents (42%) considered themselves ñEvangelical 

Christiansò and 59% of these persons suggested that they were 

ñactiveò Evangelicals.  The second largest group is that of the 

more traditional Christian worshipers that apparently accounted 

for 20% of respondents; however more than half of these 

persons (58%) said they were ñnot activeò in their Christianity.  

Naturally respondents might have various interpretations of the 

meaning of ñactiveò within religious groups; however it is 

nonetheless noteworthy that it is only within this religious 

grouping (Christianity) that the majority of adherents confessed 

to not being active. 

 

 The two other significant groupings in the survey were Hinduôs (16%) and Muslims (10%), 

while all other groupings accounted for 2% or less of the population interviewed.  There is no way of 

knowing the extent to which the survey over or under-represents different religious groups within 

Guyana and as such comments relating to the impact of religion should be read within the context of 

the quantities surveyed.  Moreover the small size of religious groups that are neither Christian, 

Muslim, nor Hindu would militate against any assessment of the impact of these beliefs on attitudes 

toward homosexuals.   

 

 
Figure 2: Religious Persuasion 

5
9
%

 

2
6
%

 

4
8
%

 6
9
%

 

8
0
%

 

4
7
%

 

8
3
%

 

6
2
%

 

2
5
%

 

3
6
%

 

3
0
%

 5
1
%

 

3
0
%

 

5
8
%

 

3
9
%

 

2
6
%

 4
7
%

 

1
7
%

 3
1
%

 5
0
%

 

3
6
%

 4
8
%

 

3
7
%

 

1
2
%

 

1
6
%

 

1
3
%

 

5
%

 2
0
%

 

5
%

 

8
%

 

2
5
%

 

2
9
%

 

2
2
%

 

1
2
%

 
C

h
ris

tia
n

 (E
va

n
g

e
lica

l)

C
h

ris
tia

n
 (N

o
n
-

E
va

n
g

e
lica

l)

M
u

s
lim

H
in

d
u

J
e
w

ish

R
a

s
ta

fa
ria

n

B
a

h
a

'i

S
p

iritu
a

l B
a

p
tis

t

A
th

e
ist

A
g

n
o

s
tic

O
th

e
r

A
ll P

e
rsu

a
s
io

n
s

Religious Persuasion 

Yes, active No, passive Unsure/Won't say

Table 11: Religious Orientation 

Christian (Evangelical) 42% 

Christian (Non-Evangelical) 20% 

Hindu 16% 

Muslim 10% 

Other 5% 

Rastafarian 2% 

Agnostic 1.4% 

Spiritual Baptist 1.3% 

Atheist 0.8% 

Baha'i 0.6% 

Jewish 0.5% 
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In the confidential section of the survey, respondents were asked if there were persons who 

they knew to be gay in any of 05 categories which were specifically chosen since these reflected 

different proximities away from the individual being interviewed.  There was no attempt made to 

establish whether persons admitted being gay to the respondent or whether the respondents just 

assumed the individual(s) identified to be gay.  In this instance the basis of the assumption was 

considered to be less relevant and the focus was placed on the quantities of persons who admitted to 

being ñfamiliarò with gay persons in some capacity. 

Data suggests that approximately one-half of Guyanese admit to having a gay friend, while 

one quarter believed that they have a gay family member.  30% of respondents believed that a 

Business Associate or person they worked with was gay and 21% believed a Political leader they 

know is gay.  It is perhaps most surprising that 13% of respondents actually believed a religious 

leader to be gay.  This is a relatively small quantity; however the extent to which Religion is proven to 

be a driver of homophobia in this paper implies the extent to which hypocrisy is pervasive (and 

accepted) among this relatively small group of people. 

 
Figure 3: Gay Associations 
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ATTITUDE TOWARD HOMOSEXUALS 

 
The initial attitudinal test was by way of a reaction to a simple question that is presented in 

Figure 04 and asks respondents to select a word that ñbest describesò their attitude toward 

homosexuals.  The options in this instance were ñHateò ñTolerateò and ñAcceptò and these sentiments 

are believed to translate directly into the qualitative labels ñHomophobicò ñGay Tolerantò and ñGay 

Friendlyò.  Nationally, it can be seen that the single largest quantity of Guyanese (39%) could be 

classified as ñgay tolerantò while 25% could be described as ñhomophobicò and 19% ñgay friendlyò. 

It is interesting that the Crosstabulation of main demographic categories demonstrates that 

Women are more tolerant than Men, older people tend to be more homophobic and persons who are 

more educated tend to be less homophobic and more tolerant.  There is also a noticeable impact of 

the respondentôs place of origin, since Native-Born Guyanese also tended to be more homophobic.    

It is noteworthy that these demographic variables appear not to impact on the extent to which the 

respondent is ñgay friendlyò or accepting of gays, but there is a clear impact on the extent to which a 

person is naturally inclined to be homophobic or tolerant.  Generally, this section implies that gender, 

age, place of origin and education are the major variables that would make a person more accepting 

of homosexuals, while the absence of Race from this category indicates that there is no statistically 

significant impact of race on the attitude of a Guyanese toward homosexuals. 

 

 
Figure 4: General Attitudes Toward homosexuals 
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The issue of Religion was also identified as a major driver of homophobia and this is explored 

in Figure 05 which combines the response to this question of general attitude with the respondentôs 

religious orientation.  If the respondentôs religious orientation is disaggregated into ñactiveò and 

ñpassiveò it can be seen that active evangelical Christians are more inclined to be homophobic, 

although active evangelical Christians are also more inclined to be tolerant of homosexuals.  Certainly 

the highest level of tolerance measured exists among Christians (Cumulatively). 

Regarding Muslims and Hindus, these groups are generally ñactiveò and appear to be less 

accepting but not necessarily more homophobic.  There is generally less diversity in opinion among 

Muslims and Hindus toward homosexuals and this could be related to the fact that more Christians 

were captured in the survey or because the Muslim and Hindus interviewed were more homogenous. 

One general observation of interest relates to the impact of the ñactiveò pursuit of a religious 

orientation since it can be seen that active evangelical Christians are more inclined to be homophobic 

and less inclined to be accepting or tolerant, while active non-evangelical Christians are significantly 

more inclined to be tolerant, and also significantly less inclined to be homophobic and accepting. The 

differences within the Muslim and Hindu groups are less dramatic and it can generally be argued that 

ñactiveò Evangelical Christians in Guyana appear to be the most homophobic, while ñpassiveò non-

Evangelical Christians are the most accepting.  

 
Figure 5: Impact of Religion on Attitude 
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Since respondents were asked about their Sexual Orientation and ñGay Associationsò it was 

thought prudent to assess the extent to which a personôs exposure to homosexuality or homosexuals 

would help to influence their opinions positively or negatively and Figure 06 helps to answer this 

question.  There was an obvious and perhaps predictable correlation between a personôs self-

identification as a homosexual or bi-sexual and their ñwelcomingò attitude toward homosexuals. It 

was; however surprising in that section that as many as 15% of persons who self-identified as 

gay/lesbian indicated that they ñhatedò homosexuals which communicates the existence of some level 

of self-hate within the Guyanese LGBTQI community. 

 
Figure 6: Impact of Association with Homosexuals 

  Among the other categories it can be seen that 

persons with gay family and friends are more inclined 

to be tolerant and accepting, while those without are 

most inclined to be homophobic.  The impact of other 

associations is less dramatic but it can nonetheless be 

argued that a person with some gay association on a 

personal level will be less inclined to be homophobic.  

It is also noteworthy that persons who have gay 

religious leaders in Guyana are more inclined to be 

accepting of homosexuals, but there is no other 

significant impact that this association could have. 
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 Table 12: Scale of Acceptability 

Association MOST Acceptance 

Friend 1 

Family Member 2 

Employee 3 

Employer 4 

Teacher 5 

Child 6 

Public Official 7 

Religious Leader 8 
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In an effort to further probe this issue, respondents were asked to indicate what they would do 

if a person known to them were to indicate that they were a homosexual and in this instance, specific 

response categories were provided to respondents.  Figure 07 presents the cumulative findings which 

demonstrate that ñAcceptanceò is the most popular reaction in all instances if a person admits to being 

a homosexual, although the level of acceptance does vary.  Table 12 cumulatively presents this 

information and demonstrates a ñScale of Acceptabilityò which identifies family and friends as the 

most acceptable to the respondents and religious leaders as the ñleastò acceptable.  It is also 

interesting to note that only with respect to a religious leader would the majorityôs rejection be ñpublicò 

while most rejections suggested would have been ñdiscreteò.  

 
Figure 7: Response to Homosexual Awareness 
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UNDERSTANDING OF HOMOSEXUALITY 

 
In this section, an attempt was made to establish what respondents understood by the term 

ñhomosexualò which in-turn would explain several assumptions and attitudes that are impacted by the 

respondentôs understanding.  Initially, the meaning of the word homosexual was explored by way of a 

close-ended question which sought to establish whether the term was understood to relate to ñMenò 

ñWomenò or both.  Figure 08 presents these responses along with key demographic variables and 

demonstrates that most Guyanese believe the term to refer to ñTwo People of the Same Sexò while 

27% believe that the term relates only to men and 1% believe the term relates exclusively to two 

women.  The correlations presented demonstrate that younger people are less inclined to think that 

homosexuality refers exclusively to men, while older people are more inclined to think so.  Similarly, 

Men are more inclined to think that the term homosexual refers to them, while Women are more likely 

to think that it is a term that relates to two people of the same sex. 

 

Figure 8: Meaning of the word "Homosexual" 

In addition to the meaning of the word homosexual an effort was made to explore other 

perceptions such as that which is presented in Figure 09. In this instance respondents were asked to 

identify the ñsourceò of homosexuality which is closest to their own understanding from a list provided.  

Most Guyanese argued that they believed homosexuality was a ñchoiceò since homosexuals ñchooseò 

to be that way.  This was the case with regard to 31% of respondents, while the second largest group 

(21%) argued that the origin of homosexuality was irrelevant, since some people were òjust born that 

wayò.  It is interesting that the third-largest category (17%) suggested that homosexuality was a result 

of ñphysiological traumaò or ñsexual abuseò which is a perception held by a large number of 

Guyanese.  Interestingly enough, the majority perception is not influenced by age or gender; however 

the ñcorrectò response does show some correlation with age and gender suggesting that older people 

and men are less likely to understand the true ñoriginò of homosexuality. 
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Figure 9: Origin of Homosexuality 

 Having established the fact that a majority of Guyanese believe homosexuality to be a choice, 

CADRES probed their perception further to establish whether they believed that it might have been an 

illness that could be ñcuredò and in this instance respondents were given the opportunity to say that 

they did not believe it was an illness, so the question was irrelevant to them.  46% or close to half of 

respondents did not believe that homosexuality was an illness and therefore no ñcureò was relevant 

and not surprisingly this response was influenced by age and gender.  The belief that it was an 

illness; however was strongest among persons in the ñmiddle-agedò group. 

 
Figure 10: Is Homosexuality an "Illness" that can be cured? 
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Although it is only 23% of Guyanese that believe homosexuality is an illness, it was still 

prudent to ask everyone surveyed what type of remedy they would prefer and the results of this 

question are presented in Table 13.  This demonstrates that although most persons did not consider 

homosexuality to be an illness, several of these persons offered an opinion notwithstanding and the 

majority are most interested in a ñreligious remedyò (31%) while the ñmedical/psychiatricò remedy was 

the second most popular. 

Table 13: Preferred ñremedyò for Homosexuality 

I do not believe it is an illness that can be cured 23% 

Prefer a religious remedy 31% 

Prefer a medical (Psychiatric)/psychological remedy  18% 

I am not sure/prefer not to say 28% 

 

Table 14 presents information from the question of the most important source of the 

respondentôs information on human sexuality and demonstrates that the Holy Bible/Bhagavad 

Gita/Holy Koran are the main sources of information on human sexuality for 53% of the Guyanese 

population.  The next most popular source was from interaction with friends and family, while popular 

culture was only a source for 13% of the population.  This statistic confirms the suspicion that religion 

is easily the most powerful influence on the ñrightsò and ñwrongsò of human sexuality. 

Table 14: Most important source in the formation of views and opinions on Human Sexuality 

Religion (Holy Bible/Bhagavad Gita/Holy Koran)  52% 

Socialisation (Family and friends) 23% 

Popular culture (Music, literature, television and the social scene) 13% 

I am unsure/prefer not to say 13% 

In the final question in this section, respondents were asked about the inclusion of 

homosexuality in the teaching of sex education in Schools and it should be noted that in this instance 

respondents were asked ñIFò homosexuality should be included and not ñWHATò about homosexuality 

should be included.  This question anticipated a potential response that would allow for the teaching 

of homosexuality if that teaching were to say that it was wrong.  The closest that respondents could 

get to this type of response was to state that ñIt depends on what the facts areò and it is therefore not 

surprising that this was the response from the single largest group (37%).  The second largest group 

responding (33%) argued for the scientific facts to be taught, which admittedly also allows for a 

personal interpretation of what the ñscienceò would say and a clear 22% said ñNOò to the teaching of 

scientific facts about homosexuality.  These responses cumulatively suggest that the Guyanese 

willingness to allow the teaching of Scientific Facts about homosexuality is entirely dependent on the 

type of ñfactsò and the population is therefore not yet ready to embrace this type of education. 
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Table 15: Schools should teach children scientific facts about Homosexuality as part of sex 
and sexuality education? 

Yes, teach scientific facts 33% 

No, donôt teach about homosexuality 22% 

It depends on what these ñfactsò are  37% 

I am unsure/prefer not to say 9% 
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ATTITUDE TOWARDS DISCRIMINATION/VIOLENCE AGAINST SEXUAL MINORITIES 

In this section an attempt is made to establish the extent to which respondents were familiar 

with the concept of discrimination and if there was an awareness of the extent to which there was 

discrimination against homosexuals in Guyana.  In addition to the existence of discrimination there 

was an effort to establish whether respondents were comfortable with this type of discrimination, as 

distinct from any other type of discrimination.  Initially the respondents were asked a direct question 

which was ñif they believed that violence against gays or sexual minorities is (can be considered) 

discriminationò and the responses are presented in Figure 11.  It is clear that the vast majority of 

Guyanese believe that violence against gays or other sexual minorities can be considered 

discrimination.  71% of persons responded ñYesò to this question, while only 18% of respondents 

argued that such violence could not be considered discrimination with a further 12% indicating that 

they were unsure. 

It is significant that earlier in the ñGeneral Attitudesò section it was discovered that what could 

be descried as homophobia or extreme dislike of homosexuals existed among approximately 25% of 

Guyanese; however in this instance a slightly smaller quantity of persons (18%) is ñapprovingò of 

violence against gays or other sexual minorities.  It is also consistent with the foregoing that younger 

people are slightly more likely to see such violence as discrimination and also women are similarity 

inclined.  These correlations are consistent with earlier findings and imply that these groups are less 

likely to be homophobic.  In this instance CADRES also discovered a positive correlation between 

race and opinion which is also presented in Figure 11 and implies that Afro Guyanese are less likely 

to see violence against gays and sexual minorities as discrimination. 

 
Figure 11: Violence against Gays or Sexual Minorities "IS" Discrimination 
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The next aspect of discrimination that was explored is the respondentôs familiarity with the 

impact of homophobia, which essentially speaks to the harm that discrimination can do in real terms.  

There was no effort made here to explain the relationship between these concepts but respondents 

were asked a series of questions about the extent to which they believe that homophobia can cause a 

series of social problems.  The positive responses are cumulatively presented in Figure 12 which 

demonstrates that a majority of Guyanese are aware that all of these social problems can stem from 

homophobia.  It is interesting that the highest level of awareness relates to ñTeen Suicideò and 

thereafter ñAlcoholism and Substance Abuseò.  The lowest level of awareness related to ñTemporary 

or Permanent Absenceò from school; however even in this regard there was an appreciation of the 

link to homophobia among close to 60% of Guyanese. 

 
Figure 12: "Homophobia" can contribute to... 

 The responses presented in Figure 13 are indicative of a population that has to some extent 

not identified sexual orientation as a basis upon which people do discriminate, or alternatively believe 

that it is one of the more acceptable bases for discrimination.  This finding is perhaps one of the most 

central to understanding the nature of homophobia in Guyana.  The question presented to 

respondents essentially asked them to compare the extent to which it was acceptable to ñtreat people 

differentlyò on the basis of five specific characteristics, all of which have been the basis of 

discrimination at different times locally, regionally and internationally and moreover against which 

there has been an international focus at different times. 

 The list included attributes that are easily identifiable and over which the individual has no 

choice, such as age, sex and race.  In addition reference was also made to religious discrimination 

which relates to an issue of choice and one about which people are extremely sensitive.  In this 

instance, it can be seen that discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation is seen to be as 

ñacceptableò as discrimination on the basis of Age which is interesting since age discrimination is a 

relatively new concern and some amount of age discrimination has traditionally been tolerated in 

Guyana. 
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 The other findings in this section are also compelling since these suggest that Guyanese 

consider racial discrimination MOST unacceptable, followed by religious discrimination and thereafter 

gender.  The fact that race is not optional and is seen to be only marginally more sacrosanct than 

religion (which is optional), implies that the Guyanese assumption that sexual orientation is a matter 

of choice is not the only reason why they consider discrimination on that basis more acceptable.  

Certainly one can also ñchooseò oneôs religion, but Guyanese appear to think that a person has a right 

to make such choices, while one has less of a ñright to chooseò oneôs sexual orientation. 

 

Figure 13: Acceptable to treat people differently (Discriminate) on the basis of... 

The final aspect of this issue relates to the need for state involvement in the protection of 

gays and other sexual minorities and this issue is explored by way of a series of questions which 

asked respondents if they believed that different groups were in need of special protection by the 

state against discrimination.  These responses are cumulatively presented in Figure 14 and suggest 

that Guyanese believe that Children, the Disabled and Women are in greatest need of protection by 

the state, while persons living with AIDS (PLWA) should be only slightly less entitled to protection by 

the state. 

Reference to the remaining categories reveals that in all three instances, a minority of 

Guyanese believe that the state has a responsibility to specially protect these groups.  Minority racial 

groups are identified by only 43% of Guyanese as in need of protection, while persons who ñappear to 

be gayò and those who ñself-identifyò as gay are only seen to be in need of protection by 35% and 

37% of Guyanese respectively.  These are the least ñneedyò categories and it is also noteworthy that 

those who ñappearò gay are seen as needing protection less than those who self-identify. 
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These findings are interesting since there is no way of knowing whether the belief that a 

group does not ñneedò special protection arises from an opinion that the group is not deserving, or 

whether this is because Guyanese believe that this group doesnôt face any special danger.  This 

distinction is not explored in the survey and emerges especially with regard to the question of special 

protection for persons of different race, which is known to be a sensitive issue in Guyana.  If then 

there is no need for special protection, one can assume that the racial group is already ñokayò.  It is 

entirely possible that Guyanese see homosexuals similarly or alternatively their low level of interest in 

special protection is predicated on the belief that this ñchoiceò is to be frowned upon and not specially 

protected.  The distinction between ñself-identifiedò homosexuals and those who appear as such 

might well be related to the belief that ñgay appearancesò or femininity is avoidable and should not be 

encouraged. 

.

 

Figure 14: The State needs to provide special protection from discrimination to... 
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ATTITUDE TOWARDS LEGISLATION 

 

The issues surrounding the Guyanese publicôs attitude towards the laws that criminalise the 

act of ñbuggeryò are complex and this study attempted to unpack these issues in a manner that would 

provide an appreciation of: 

I. The extent to which there is public support for the laws ñas isò; 
II. The extent to which people actually understand what the laws ñregulateò; 

III. The extent to which people are familiar with and support the perceived objectives of the 
laws; and 

IV. The extent to which people are conformable with the unintended consequences of these 
laws. 

 
Initially therefore respondents were provided with the following brief and simplified explanation of the 

Guyanese buggery laws: 

ñPresently the laws of Guyana outlaw the act of Buggery/Sodomy, whether between two men 
or a man and a woman and regardless of whether this act is in public or private, consensual or 
forcedò.  
 

Respondents were then asked if they supported the law and the responses and relevant 

correlations are presented in Figure 15.  These demonstrate that 53% or slightly more than half of 

Guyanese support the law ñas isò and therefore oppose decriminalisation.  In an effort to contextualise 

this level of support, attention is drawn to Figure 16 which consolidates support for similar American 

laws drawn from Gallup polls between 1977 and 2010.  Although the questions asked are not identical 

and neither is (was) the legislative environment, the proximity of these two data-sets help to facilitate 

a useful analysis.  Generally, it can be seen that in the USA public opinion has moved from a similar 

level of disapproval as that which currently exists in Guyana, to a place where there is now majority 

support for decriminalisation (or lack of support for re-criminalisation). 

 

Figure 15: General Support for the Guyana "Buggery" Law 

4
9
%

 

5
7
%

 

5
6
%

 

5
2
%

 

5
4
%

 

5
8
%

 

1
7
%

 

5
0

%
 

5
1
%

 

5
6
%

 

5
3
%

 

3
8
%

 5
2
%

 

5
5
%

 

5
6
%

 

5
4
%

 

4
9
%

 

5
5
%

 

5
3
%

 

2
9
%

 

2
5
%

 

2
8
%

 

2
9
%

 

2
6
%

 

2
6

%
 

7
5
%

 

5
0

%
 

2
8
%

 

2
7
%

 

2
5
%

 

2
9

%
 

2
8
%

 

2
7
%

 

2
8
%

 

3
6
%

 

2
9
%

 

2
4
%

 

2
8
%

 

2
2
%

 

1
8
%

 

1
6
%

 

1
9
%

 

1
9
%

 

1
6
%

 

8
%

 2
1
%

 

1
7
%

 

2
2
%

 

3
3

%
 

2
0
%

 

1
8
%

 

1
6
%

 

1
0
%

 

2
2
%

 

2
1

%
 

2
0
%

 

1
8

-3
0

 Y
e

a
rs

3
1

-5
0

 Y
e

a
rs

5
1

 a
n
d

 o
ve

r

M
a

le

F
e

m
a

le

A
fr

o
 (

B
la

ck
)

A
n

g
lo

 (
W

h
ite

)

S
in

o
 (

C
h

in
e

se
)

In
d

o
 (

E
a

st
 I
n
d

ia
n
)

P
o
rt

u
g
u

e
se

M
ix

e
d

O
th

e
r

P
P

P
/C

iv
ic

 S
u
p
p

o
rt

e
r

P
N

C
 S

u
p
p

o
rt

e
r

A
F

C
 S

u
p
p

o
rt

e
r

O
th

e
r 

P
a

rt
y 

S
u
p

p
o

rt
e
r

P
re

fe
r 

n
o

t 
to

 s
a

y

U
n

co
m

m
itt

e
d

 v
o
te

r

Age Sex Race Political Affiliation All Guyana

General Support for the Guyana "Buggery" Law 

Yes, I think Buggery/Sodomy laws should be maintained

No, I think the Buggery/Sodomy should be changed (removed or modified)

I am unsure/prefer not to say how I feel about this law



 

Attitudes toward Homosexuals in Guyana Page 29 of 50 

 

 It is important to stress here that respondents were ñforcedò to comment on the Laws ñas isò 

and the responses to later questions suggest that some respondents were somewhat confused 

regarding the reality of the legislation as distinct from what they believed it to be and this could have 

impacted on the level of support or opposition captured in this survey.  Notwithstanding, it can be 

seen that a clear majority of Guyanese support the laws and only 28% support some change, while 

20% preferred not to comment and could perhaps reflect a lack of clarity on what the laws say and 

intend. 

 
Figure 16: Should Homosexual Acts between Consenting Adults be Legal/Illegal (USA 1977-2010) 

 The correlations associated with this question are interesting since age is clearly a factor that 

impacts on support for the laws and it is not surprising to note that older Guyanese are more inclined 

to support the laws; however older Guyanese are also more inclined to be unsure of their opinion on 

the matter.  In this instance sex does not impact since almost similar quantities of males and females 

expressed support for and disapproval of these laws and as regards race, it is ONLY Afro Guyanese 

who support the laws in greater proportions. The other large racial group in Guyana, the Indo 

Guyanese are not significantly more supportive and while Anglo Guyanese appear to be 

overwhelmingly more supportive, the small quantity of ñAnglosò surveyed would make comparisons 

unscientific. 

 In this instance party support data is used as a basis for comparison to demonstrate that 

there was no real significance between the opinions of political groups, as distinct from any 

suggestion that there was a relationship.  Certainly it would appear that PNC supporters are more 

supportive of the laws and this could be easily explained by the demographic of the PNC supporter 

and earlier observations that Afros are more inclined to be uncomfortable with the issue of buggery.  

The levels of support are; however statistically insignificant and imply that any correlation is relatively 

weak. 
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Having established that there was support for the laws ñas is,ò respondents were advised that 

the laws were not being enforced and various related issues explored, which are reported on in Table 

16.  Generally it is noticeable that in all instances the level of uncertainty approaches 20%, which is 

high for a social survey and suggests that Guyanese have not given the types of details explored in 

this survey sufficient thought to arrive at a definitive position.  Simply put, persons might believe 

themselves to be supportive of laws, but when presented with an explanation of these laws and asked 

to explore related issues, Guyanese become less certain. 

As such a majority of Guyanese (61%) argue that the state ñoughtò to start enforcing the 

buggery laws in their current form, although less than half (47%) believe that the laws in their current 

form ñmake senseò.  The implication of this comparison is that approximately 10% of Guyanese 

support the enforcement of laws and the prosecution of ñoffendersò although they either doubt the 

logic of these laws, or agree that the laws are entirely illogical.  Against this background, the 

suggested ñpunishmentò for offenders is directly relevant and respondents were therefore asked what 

punishment they believed was suitable for someone convicted of buggery.  In this instance 

respondents were not advised what punishment was presently applicable to buggery, but were given 

a mix of options.  

The single largest quantity (29%) which does not represent a majority of Guyanese preferred 

a medium-long mandatory prison term, while the second largest group opted for a fine or prison term.  

In this question it is noteworthy that 18% of respondents were unsure of what punishment they would 

prefer and 11% believed that the Death Penalty was an appropriate punishment for buggery.  It 

should also be noted that if the data in this section are cumulatively examined it becomes evident that 

there is substantial confusion among Guyanese regarding these buggery laws, what they state, what 

they intend and what is prohibited.  Notwithstanding, almost 60% are prepared to support custodial 

punishment (or worse) for the offense, while a similar quantity of Guyanese consider themselves 

either ñtolerantò or ñacceptingò of homosexuals. 

Table 16: Views and opinions on existing Laws 

¶ The State should enforce the Buggery/Sodomy laws by investigating and 
prosecuting persons who engage in these acts 

Yes, start enforcing laws 61% 

No, continue with non-enforcement   21% 

I am unsure/prefer not to say 19% 

¶ Do you think that the laws of Guyana with respect to Buggery/Sodomy ñmake senseò? 

Yes, I think these laws make perfect sense 47% 

No, I consider these laws illogical 28% 

I am unsure/prefer not to say 24% 

¶ Punishment  appropriate for someone convicted of Buggery/Sodomy 

No punishment, (I do NOT support the laws) 9% 

No punishment, (I support the Laws)  3% 
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Table 16: Views and opinions on existing Laws 

Light punishment/Community Service 5% 

Monetary fine (no prison) 8% 

Monetary fine AND OR short prison term 16% 

Mandatory prison term (medium ï long)  29% 

Death Penalty 11% 

I am not sure/prefer not to say 18% 

 

 Against this background of confusion it was appropriate to ask respondents why (they 

believed) the buggery laws were in place or what was the rationale behind these laws.  In this 

instance respondents were asked a ñclosed endedò question and provided five potential options which 

were suggested by the survey design team.  Respondents were asked to identify the option that 

appeared to be closest to their opinion of the rationale behind the buggery laws.  This question was 

especially relevant question since in the foregoing it is noted that the laws are not currently being 

enforced, but a majority of Guyanese want them retained.  In each instance respondents were given a 

list of possible options and asked to say ñYesò or ñNoò to each potential reason and it should be noted 

that respondents were asked to comment on all five options presented Figure 17. 

The fact that the highest response level was just short of half of all respondents indicates that 

either none of the these ñreasonsò presented were consistent with what respondents believed was the 

actual rationale for the buggery laws, or a majority of Guyanese did not have an idea what the laws 

intended to achieve, or perhaps never even thought about the issue before.  Among the most popular 

options was the belief that the laws were a ñfair and reasonable expression of moral and religious 

standardsò followed by the belief that the laws were important from a ñpublic healthò perspective and 

to protect ñyoung Guyanese from abuseò.  The least popular rationale was the suggestion that these 

laws helped to ñstop the spread of homosexualityò however that option was still believed to be a 

popular rationale for close to one-third of Guyanese.  The cumulative assessment of this question 

should be made against the background of an assumption that none of these responses were 

ñcorrectò, but were deliberately inserted to test extent of prevailing propaganda.  Notwithstanding, 

there was support among a substantial section of the population for all of these assumptions which 

demonstrates that in the absence of a clear appreciation of the reasons for the existence of buggery 

laws, Guyanese have fabricated a rationale for the existence of laws which a majority support the 

retention of. 
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Figure 17: Rationale for Buggery Laws 

 In Guyana there is legislative and to some extent popular support for the existence of 

ñCommon Lawò marriage which is essentially a state sanctioned union of two people which does not 

have the blessing of any religious entity.  As such it was considered appropriate to test the extent to 

which there was public support for this non-religious marriage and moreover to test the extent to 

which this differed from gay marriage.  The comparison is important because the two concepts are 

similar in that neither is perceived to have a religious or spiritual basis, but the state sanctions one 

and not the other.  As such this comparison provides a hint of the extent to which the religious factor 

contributes to the inclination to disapprove of gay marriage. 

 
Figure 18: "Common Law" Marriage versus "Same Sex" Marriage 
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