Panama Silver, Asian Gold: Reading Form for Assignment 1
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This form presents you with a series of questions to ask while you are doing your reading.  It will take you through three levels of the reading process: pre-reading, analytic reading, and reading for sources.  Answer the questions in your best, most concise prose.  Do not skip questions and follow directions precisely.  Part I should take no more than 30 minutes. Do it first. You should aim to complete the entire assignment in no more than two hours.

Part I /Pre-reading: 
Take thirty minutes to skim around your reading assignment and use the information you gather to answer the following questions.  Remember to use your imagination and all of your knowledge in developing your answers.  Think hard about each question.  Also remember that your answers should reflect your hypothesis about the book before you read it analytically.  Here, the ability to recognize the major themes and the general structure of a book matter more than specific knowledge of its contents.

1.  What does the title tell you about the book?


2.  Do you know anything about the author?  What?


3.  How about the publisher’s blurb?  Does it tell you anything?


4.  Who published this book?  Do you know anything about this publisher?  Did it publish    any other books that you know about?


5.  When was the book published?  How many times?  Do you see any significance in this (these) date(s)?


6.  Is the book dedicated?  To whom?  Does this tell you anything?


7. Do you recognize any of the names on the acknowledgment page?  Do they tell you anything about the author’s intellectual circle?



Part II / Analytical Reading 
For this part of the exercise you should focus on the introduction, the conclusion and the one chapter you think will be most useful to you for this assignment. I do not expect you to read the entire book but you may want to return to it later in the course, if you choose to do something more with the material it discusses. So make good notes in this section that you can come back to later.

8. What kind of book is this?  (Please be as specific as you can about the category that this book fits into: History, anthropological study, cultural study, sociological study, literary analysis, etc.  If it fits into more than one category name each one)


9. How is the book organized?  Do the names of the title of the chapters tell you anything?  Is there a logic connecting the chapters?  What is it?  Does a particular chapter look like it might be the most important for your purposes?  Why?


10.  Is there a foreword?  Who is the author?  What does it say?


11. Is there a preface?  What does it say?  


12. Is there an introduction?  What does it say?  
What does it tell you about the way the book is organized? 
What does it tell you about the book’s argument?
What does it tell you about the book’s methodology?
What kinds of things does it tell you about what other people have had to say about the topic the book will discuss? How does the author explain the significance of this book for the field?


13. Is there a conclusion or an epilogue?  What does it say?


Part III /Reading for Sources 

14. Go to the end of the book and look at the index.  Are there particular subjects or thinkers in it that you are familiar with?  Write down three.  Look up what the author has to say about them.  What does this tell you about the book?


15. Check out the bibliography. How is it organized? Does the author offer any explanation about why or how s/he used particular sources? How would you categorize the various kinds of sources the bibliography lists?


16. Browse through the footnotes to the introduction and your chosen chapter. 
Identify three footnotes in which the author argues or agrees with other people who have written about a similar subject. Check out the full reference for each of these in the bibliography.  Identify three footnotes in which the author gives additional information to back up the book’s claims.  Find the full reference in the bibliography.

Anything else the footnotes mentioned that you found of interest?


17. What kinds of sources does the author use to back up his claims (interviews, historical records, quantitative data, government documents etc.)?  Give examples of places where he/she uses three such sources?


18. Please state three propositions that are central to the argument.  (Propositions are sub-arguments.  To believe the larger argument, you need to believe the sub-arguments.   Locate the important sentences and use them to name the main propositions.  In a piece of fiction, propositions correspond to the background or social setting that connects terms to one another.)


19. Name the three most compelling pieces of proof the author uses to support his thesis.  Name also the specific sub-argument supported by each piece of proof that you cite.  For a piece of fiction name the three most compelling incidents, passages, or scenes. (Here you should cite specific facts or incidents, not arguments or general propositions).



