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The University of Florida Digital Collections (UFDC) employ 

internally designed software (SobekCM) to maintain monthly 
usage statistics for the digital collections. Content managers 
are able to monitor the number of times a digital item is 

viewed (“hit”) and how many viewers have visited the site. 

Gerekhṭigḳayṭ (= Justice), 50th anniversary of 

the Great Revolt, 1910, International Ladies' 
Garment Workers' Union, New York, 1960. 



Rare un-cataloged periodicals held in the Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica 

in need of preservation digitization and cataloging. At present, scholars are 
unaware that such a rich, primary resource exists at the University of Florida. 

Gemeindeblatt der Judischen 
Gemeinde zu Berlin, Berlin, 1932 

 

 

Judische Schulzeitung,  
Mannheim, 1935 

Rabbinatsbezirk  
Landau/Pfalz, 1936 
 

Gezunthayt-Kalendar, Veselibas 
Kalendars “OZE”, Riga, 1939 



Online exhibitions are more than a marketing tool: 

they are another way to grant users access to 
unique and/or hidden collections. Many academic 
institutions are already providing access through 

curated digital collections, yet this is often 
insufficient. Curated digital collections do not 

provide the interpretation or background 
necessary to further understand an object. 

Why this unappealing-looking, torn 

and yellowed page is important! 

 

This leaf from a Leipzig Jewish 

community newsletter actually tells us a 

great deal about Jewish life under the 

Nuremberg Laws. The section at the top 

is a reminder to the community to pay 

their community dues to assist the 

general welfare, and the text in the box 

is asking for charitable donations to the 

Winter fund for the many Jewish people 

struggling to pay their fuel bills. 

Gemeindeblatt der Israelitischen Religionsgemeinde zu 

Leipzig, Leipzig, 1937. 



The Gathering Storm online exhibition: http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/gatheringstorm/ 

The home page for The Gathering Storm exhibition. A short introduction 

describes the exhibit; a link to the complete list of included works is provided. 
Viewers move through the exhibition by clicking the tab labels in the grey bar. 

http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/gatheringstorm/
http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/gatheringstorm/


Section one: Jewish Life in Germany in the early 1930s 



Section one: Jewish Life in Germany in the early 1930s 

Each item has a four-page display, an object label and a descriptive label 



Section two: Jewish Life in Nazi Germany, 1933-1935 



Section three: Jewish Life in Nazi Germany under the Nuremberg Laws 



Section four: Jewish Life in Eastern Europe before the Second World War, 1935-1939 



Most online exhibitions present a static, partial display of the selected materials. 

By linking to the fully digitized item, an exhibit can provide a portal to a realm of 
greater discovery for the viewer and increase overall collection awareness. In 
this exhibit, each individual page, and the “view larger” button, links to and 

opens up the digital object in the UFDC.  
 



Items in the UFDC are word searchable; 

each item can be viewed as a set of 
thumbnail images, or as a single page; 
each page has enlarge and zoom 

functions; the item can also be read as a 
book using the “page turner” software. 

Images can be downloaded or pages 
printed. All items are uploaded with full 
metadata: the citation can be viewed as 

a “standard view” or in MARC. 

The George A. Smathers Libraries strive to ensure that 

works are accessible, preserved, findable and integrated 
within the larger scholarly communications landscape 
rather than existing as separate silo projects. 

See “Der Schild” at: http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00013421/00001 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00013421/00001
http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00013421/00001


The exhibition was announced on the 

Libraries’ websites, Facebook pages, 
and to various media outlets. A link to 
the exhibition was included in various 

Wikipedia pages, in the Smithsonian 
Library and Archival Collections on 

the Web list, and to all the publicity 
materials created for the Library’s 
physical exhibit, Testimony (April 1-

June 14, 2013). 



This scarce festschrift from Germany survived the Nazi destruction 

of books and came to the U.S. through the Offenbach Archival 
Depot. Its interesting story, as told in the online exhibition, may be 
why this item shows a significant rise in views (“hits”) from 127 

when it was first mounted in January, 2013 to 622 when the online 
exhibition was launched a month later in February. 



The online exhibition Jewish Jacksonville 

resulted in an increased number of 
queries to the Digital Library Center 
about materials relating to this subject in 

the Jewish Jacksonville Digital 
Collections and in the Price Library of 

Judaica. This scarce community souvenir 
from the 1920s has been since been 
viewed 1401 times within 187 visits. 

See Jewish Jacksonville: http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/jewishjacksonville/ 

http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/jewishjacksonville/
http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/jewishjacksonville/


Usage statistics for the Judaica Digital Collections 

show significant increases during periods when 
the Price Library of Judaica is displaying and 
publicizing its online exhibitions. 

Awareness of the Price Library holdings has 

significantly increased. Five visits to the Judaica 
Digital Collections were recorded in November 
2010; less than three years later and the number 

has risen to 346 visits. Much needed funding for 
endangered items is just around the corner …! 

 

See Imagining Jerusalem: http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/imaginingjerusalem/ 

http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/imaginingjerusalem/
http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/imaginingjerusalem/


See the “Celebration” exhibit: http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/jewishculture/ 

CONCLUSION: the idea of linking items in online 

exhibitions to full digital copies is simple but surprisingly 
under-used. We hope that by sharing our experience of 
working collaboratively we will help inspire other 

institutions to realize the potential in harnessing the 
immediacy and visual impact of exhibitions and linking 

them to digital collections to engender greater 
awareness and usage of hidden collections. 

 

http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/jewishculture/
http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/jewishculture/


 

 

 

Any questions? 

Rebecca J. W. Jefferson  

Curator, Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica  

Email: rjefferson@ufl.edu 

 

Lourdes Santamaría-Wheeler 

Exhibits Coordinator, George A. Smathers Libraries 

Email: l.s.wheeler@ufl.edu 

 

Laurie N. Taylor 

Digital Humanities Librarian, George A. Smathers Libraries 

Email: laurien@ufl.edu 
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