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Close to 90 student teachers in the Banana 
Belt Communities in the southern district 
have received the Bachelor of Science in 
Secondary Education and the Diploma in Ed-
ucation Methodology from the University of 
Belize following the successful completion of 
the Professional Development Programme.

The University in its continued commitment 
to produce skilled Belizeans to help to shape 
the future of the wider society journeyed to 
Georgetown, Stann Creek District in October to hold its graduation ceremonies 
for the graduates at the Georgetown Technical High School (GTHS). The district 
now leads the country by having 96 per cent of its teachers certified to teach at 
the Secondary level.

The graduates were trained in modern pedagogical techniques with concentra-
tions in English, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences and Spanish under the 
Secondary Teacher Education Project (STEP).

The University of Belize recognizes that education is central to the development 
of Belize. It is in this context, the University signed, signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) in November, 2011 with the Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sports (MOEYS) and GFA Consulting Firm of the European Union to under-
take STEP.

“The University of Belize provided technical support to the ministry in improving 
the delivery of education through training, quality assurance and curricula de-
velopment in the Banana Belt,” said Interim Provost, Dr. Wilma Wright, “It un-
derscores our commitment to national development, teacher development and 

Building human capacity in education 
for a stronger Belize  

“…this program is a testament of the 
Ministry’s commitment of investing in the 
development of people …put into practice 
your training so that your contribution 
combined with other elements that are 
necessary for success can indeed bring 
about the change in Stann Creek and by 
extension the wider society.” 

Hon. Patrick Faber
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enhancing access to quality 
education for rural communi-
ties and indigenous peoples.”

Funding for the 17 month 
programme and the participa-
tion of student teachers was 
provided by the Ministry of 

Education and Youth, the 
University of Belize, and 
the European Union. The 
EU has been a key part-
ner in contributing to the 
goals of the educational 
sector in Belize.

Speakers at the event 
included the Minister of 
Education, Youth and 
Sports, Hon. Patrick Faber, 
Head of Operations, Del-
egation of the European Union 

to Jamaica, Belize, The Bahamas, 
Turks and Caicos Islands and the 
Cayman Islands, Mr. Jesus Orus 
Baguena, the President of the Uni-
versity of Belize, Dr. Cary Fraser, 
the Deputy National Authorising 
Officer, Ms. Kathrine Mendez, and 
the Program Coordinator of STEP, 

Dr. Alberto Nagle. 

“Education opens up new av-
enues not only for yourself but for 
future generations. More important 
it teaches you to be an example to 
others. In that way you demand 

more of yourself as you go forward 
into  your careers, remember this 
experience…remember to pass it 

on to those you teach”
Dr. Cary Fraser

“One of the important 
achievement of the program…
Stann Creek has 96 per cent 

of trained teachers com-
pared to 26.7 per cent who 

were only qualified when the 
program started. The national 

average is 33.4 per cent  

It speaks to the role of the 
University of Belize in deliver-
ing the Pedagogical training 
to the student teachers in 

particular the lecturers of the 
Faculty of Education and Arts”

Dr. Alberto Nagle

“Today is a historical moment 
in European/Belize Coopera-

tion, This vision was established 
through a common understand-

ing between Government of 
Belize and The European Union 

to put people at the center of de-
velopment….development funds 
must be used to enhance the 

individual lives of people

We are pleased that this project 
in the Banana Belt can contribute 
to improving education in other 
part of Belize…we are ready to 
start this project again in the 
districts of Orange Walk and 

Corozal” 
Kathrine Mendez

“this is an example of 
the University of Belize 
going to the people and 
not the people going to 
the University…we are 

very proud of what these 
funds…funding of $500,000 

Euros /BZ $1.25 million, 
have achieved to help re-

versed the situation on the 
ground.

The program also address-
es the training of school 

managers.”
Mr. Jesus Orus Baguena
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Eternal Flame of Peace Rally 
Hundreds of students from the University of Belize, Galen University and Sa-
cred Heart Junior College, demon-
strating their outrage at the un-
timely deaths of two promising UB 
students, Norval Belisle Jr. and Su-
zenne Martinez, that occurred in Bel-
mopan and San Ignacio respectively 
gathered to support the Peace Ini-
tiative and the Eternal Flame of the 
Peace March. 

The Peace March by students joined 
by members of the wider 
community began at the  
Central Campus in Belmo-
pan on to Libertad Street, 
the Ring Road, and ended 
on Forest Drive in the vi-
cinity of the Police Train-
ing Academy. From there, 
hundreds of our students 
travelled by bus, while ath-
letes enrolled in our athletic 
program and other runners 
carried the torch/flame and 
passed it on to Galen Uni-
versity students at their 
cam-
pus in 

Central Farm. Galen then proceeded 
with the torch and handed it over 
to Sacred Heart Junior College, San 
Ignacio. 

Students and members of the community

Start of torch run

Gone... but not forgotten

Torch bearer
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Colleagues, Students, Members of the Board of Trustees, and Alumni of 
the University of Belize Community,

It is with deep sadness and profound concern that I am challenged to make 
sense of the untimely deaths of our two very promising students, Suzenne 
Martinez of San Ignacio and Norval Belisle, Jr. of Belmopan, who were 
taken from us within recent days. Our sympathies are with their parents and 
relatives as they seek, like we do, to ponder the senseless tragedies that have 
been inflicted upon our communities and the nation.

In recent years, the vulnerabilities of our youth have become increasingly 
evident in the violence that has become a marked feature of our lives. Suzenne 

and Norval were shining lights, excellent students, and in the full blush of youth. However, they did not escape the dilemma that 
confronts us all – how to rebuild a sense of the beloved community within which we could nurture ourselves and each other. We must 
recognize that the violence which took them from us is an expression of the social breakdown that must be overcome if we are to offer 
our youth a chance of leading lives that provides a sense of accomplishment and fulfilment.

As we mourn the loss of Suzenne and Norval and share the grief of their families and friends, we should call to mind the very 
moving tribute to love and loss penned by the Guyanese poet, Martin Carter:

My Hand   In Yours  
As in sleep, my hand  in yours, yours

in mine. Your voice in my hearing
and memory,  like the sound of stars
as they shine, not content with light

only. My fingertips walk on your face
gently. They tiptoe as a dream does

away from sleep into waking.  In a tree 
somewhere a bird calls out. And I wake up

my hand still in yours, in the midst
of the sounds of stars and a far bird.

(Martin Carter, 1972)

Tribute to murdered students from the President 

Dear Colleagues, Students, Members of the Board of  Trust-
ees, and Alumni of the University of Belize

The University of Belize recognizes the participation of 
students, faculty and staff in the "Eternal Flame of Peace 
March" in honour of the memory of their classmates and friends 
- Norval Belisle Jr. and Suzenne Martinez.

The University of Belize remains concerned about the rise of 
crime and social breakdown in our society. It will continue to 
explore ways of addressing these issues as part of its mission to 
address national development issues and to educate our students 
to become the leaders of the future.

The murders of our students should encourage us all to explore 
ways to make our communities safer places. We hope that this 
traumatic period will open new and wide-ranging efforts among 
members of  the University and the wider community to establish 
avenues of civil debate and discussion about the many challenges 
posed by the rise of crime and violence. We must also remember 
the advice offered by Martin Luther King, Jr. -  “The func-
tion of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think 
critically. Intelligence plus character - that is the goal of true 
education. “

As members of the University community and educated people, 
our charge should remain focused upon building a better world.

Message from the President - Eternal Flame of Peace
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UB Goes Pink: Breast Cancer Awareness
Mrs. Kim Simplis-Barrow spoke to the UB community at the Jaguar Auditorium 
on October 18. Her talk was in support of a program on Breast Cancer Aware-

ness, and she shared with the audience 
her experience of learning for the first 
time,  what many in society in particu-
lar, women are fearful of hearing  – ‘you 

have breast cancer.’ Mrs. Barrow reflected on her journey since learning the 
diagnosis. She was calm, reassured, and very 
positive in acknowledging the support of her 
family, friends and the wider community during 
her treatment. She emphasized the importance 
of a positive outlook in 
facing the challenges 
posed by the disease 
and treatments she 
received. Lecturer in 
the Facutly of Science 

and Technology, Mrs. Allison 
Crawford also shared with the 
audience her personal testi-

monial as 
a cancer 
survivor. And in a series of tributes 
to our sisters, mothers and friends 
lost to cancer, Faculty, staff and 
students wore pinkand some had 
their hair streaked in the colour 
pink.  The event entitled  "UB Goes 
Pink: Breast Cancer Awareness,” 
was organized by the Office of 
Student Affairs and the Wellness 
Center, and held at the Central 
Campus, Belmopan. Cancer warriors

Self breast examination

Mrs. Kim Simplis-Barrow

Mrs. Allison Crawford
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UB Beautification Project
On Wednesday October 3, 2012, several UB 
students gathered to replant a variety of plants 
to beautify the Belmopan Campus. This proj-
ect started as a collaborative effort among Mrs. 
Pearl Fraser, Dr. Thomasine Baker, Mrs. Latha 
Thomas and Dr. Arlenie Perez-Rogers who co-
ordinated efforts with their students. Students 
joined the effort, including Waste Management 
students with the encouragement of Mr. Micheal 
Sommerville; the Environmental Club president 

and club members, the Student Government president and members with the 
encouragement of Mrs. Sharon Palacio; and the UB Sport Scholarship students 
making a total of 93 students and 4 faculty members. This would have not been 
possible without the assistance of Physical Plant personnel and the tremendous 
support received from Dr. Gordon Holder and UB Central Farm staff who joined 
the effort and also donated seventy-three (73) plants.
 
Lunch was provided by the Environmental Law class and a matching donation 
from the President of the University, Dr. Cary Fraser.  Plants were also donated 
by the Environmental Law Class, Dr. Thomasine Baker, Mrs. Pearl Fraser, Mrs. 
Sosa, Heris Nature Walk, Kenmar Bed and Breakfast, Mrs. M. Cardona, Mr. and 
Mrs. John and Rosie Binfield and Dr. Arlenie Perez-Rogers.  The sum of $500.00 
was received from Mrs. Imani Fairweather-Morrison, Chair of the Board of 
Trustees. Other faculty members who supported the effort included Mrs. Alison 
Crawford and Mr. Steven Lewis.

Among the species planted were Lantanas, Purple Hearts, Bermuda Grass, a 
variety of Palms, Crotons, and Hibiscus. These were planted near the newly 
constructed bookstore and cafeteria, the front gate box planters, the Faculty of 
Education and Arts and Science buildings, and along the main driveway.

This project is an ongoing effort. All faculty and staff are 
invited to join and donate plants. The project seeks to 
coordinate similar ef-
forts in Belize City and 
Punta Gorda campuses. 
For further information, 
please feel free to con-
tact Mrs. Pearl Fraser 
(501) 624-3460 or Dr. 
Arlenie Perez-Rogers 
(501) 822-3680 ext. 
438.
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Abuse: Everybody’s Business!
On October 3, Ms. Diana 
Shaw, Attorney at law 
and founding member of 
the Child Development 
Foundation, spoke to the 
UB community on the is-
sue of Domestic Violence. 
At least 150 students 
from several classes at-
tended. Ms Shaw identi-
fied the forms of abuse; these included psychological, 
physical, and financial. It was made clear that abuse oc-
curs in all communities and among all groups  of people 
and age ranges. Economic status does not protect anyone 

from this phenomenom. Also notable are the red flags that indicate whether an 
individual has violent or abusive tendencies, and that the victim in the relation-
ship should heed these warnings. The question and answer time highlighted the 
fact that in the majority of cases women are the victims, and men, the perpe-
trators. However, several men in the audience suggested that the plight of men 
be recognized, whether they are themselves victims, or perpetrators needing 
help. 

The monthly Student Government meeting was 
held on October 31, at Jaguar Auditorium. Dur-
ing the meeting the financial report was read. 
Upcoming fundraising events were shared with 
the audience. TheStudent Government Execu-
tive fielded a range of questions from con-
cerned students.

The SG Executive handed over long reach sta-
plers to the lab monitors to be used by the students. The SG will also supply 
the staples when they become needed.

The Student Government urges and take this opporutnity to invite students to 
attend the meetings and voice their concerns, give ideas, share opinions.

 This is a forum that is scheduled on the last Wednesday of every month during 
student hour (2-3 pm) at the Jaguar Auditorium.

Student Government Meeting Students
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Macaroni Competition 2012
On October 18th and 19th, 2012, Engineer-
ing Department students of the Structures I 
(CIVL2451) class, taught by Faculty of Science 
and Technology lecturer Mr. Ruey-Shyang Ju, 
took part in the fourth annual Macaroni Com-
petition, which challenged student teams to 
design and build structures to specifications 
based on criteria such as time, size, and type 
of materials (macaroni and hot glue).

Nine student teams built their models, and on 
the following day, the macaroni models were tested according to their load-
ing efficiency, aesthetics, and the design.  The winning team included Monique 
Acosta, David Alcantara, Eric Moralez, and Parnell Graham. This team will be 
representing UB in the upcoming international Macaroni Competition at the In-
stituto Tecnologico de Chetumal on November 21st and 22nd, 2012.

The Faculty of Science and Technology would like to thank the faculty, staff, and 
students of the Engineering Department and Maria Chang and Sons Co Ltd, who 
donated the macaroni, for making the fourth annual Macaroni Competition a 
great success.  The faculty is very proud of the winning team and wish them all 
the best.  Great UB!

The Natural Resources Management Program,  
through the class of NRMP 3151  - Professional 
Skills for Environmental Managers,  is carry-
ing out an  Environmental Education Outreach 
Project (EEOP) this semester. The overall mis-
sion of the EEOP is “to promote environmental 
awareness” and “bring life” to primary schools 
throughout Belmopan.  The goal is for our team 
to work with and act as mentors to primary 
school students in order to help expand their knowledge  of  the importance of 
the environment. We are presently working along with the 
teachers of five different primary schools in Belmopan to coordinate and corre-
late our plans with their teaching curricula. Each group will incorporate a hands-
on project into their delivery which will  target  an environmental problem  that 
is directly affecting the school or the community of Belmopan.  The grand finale 
will include a competition between  the five participating primary schools, to be 
held on Friday, November 30th, 2013, at the Jaguar Auditorium on the UB cam-
pus in Belmopan. The  five  primary  schools are: Kuxlin Ha, St. Ann’s Anglican, 
Garden City, San Martin and Our Lady of Guadalupe Primary School.  
 

NRM School Outreach

Proud winners

Promoting environmental awareness
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UB Students Participate in Turtle Beach Monitoring
The year 2012 marks one more year of Belize Audubon Society’s (BAS) efforts 
in support of the conservation of sea turtles in Belize. Half Moon Caye (HMC) 
has been a historic turtle nesting grounds for many decades for these spe-
cies. Since, the declaration of HMC as a marine reserve in 1981, Belize Audu-
bon Society has been striving through good and harsh circumstances to ensure 
the conservation of key species in the MPAs and throughout the Turneffe atoll. 
Therefore, Sea turtles are one of the several species that the BAS is focused 
upon monitoring for conservation and protection purposes.

Every year the Eretmochelys imbricata commonly known as hawksbill turtle 
(critically endangered), Caretta caretta commonly known as loggerhead turtle 
(endangered), and Chelonia mydas commonly known as green turtle (endan-
gered) come to the HMC nesting ground for reproductive proposes. 2012 marks 
the fifth year of systematic sea turtle beach nesting data collection of HMC. This 
year was also very important since one more nesting ground (Sandbore caye) 
was incorporated into the turtle beach monitoring program. This year BAS suc-
cessfully made it possible for the monitoring at this site with the kind assistance 
of two UB NRM students that volunteered during the month of July 2012; Mrs. 
Connally Canto and Mr. Alfredo Gongora.

Marine sea turtle beach monitoring is conducted every year during the months 
of June to November. 

UB students: Mrs. Connally Canto 
& Mr. Alfredo Gongora conduct-
ing hatchling counts on a log-
gerhead nest that hatched on the 
night of July 27th. 

HMC Marine Biologist, Mr. 
Eliceo Cobb relocating the 
eggs to higher grounds.
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On Saturday, October 27, UB Black Jaguars qualified for the ATLIB Volleyball 
National Tournament. Our Black Jaguars made their way to Independence with 
victory as their goal. The first game for the UB males was against Sacred Heart 
Junior College (SHJC) who lost 25-6, and 25-14. Our Lady Black Jaguars also 
went up against SHJC and won 25-17, and 25-19. 

Galen University Eagles were  then defeated by the UB Black Jaguars, with the 
scores 25-12, and 25-12 in UB’s favour. UB Lady Black Jaguars second game 
was against Independence Junior College and they won 25-6, and 25-4.

The third game for our Black Jaguars was against Stann Creek Ecumenical Ju-
nior College (SCEJC). The first set of the third game was an energetic game as 
both teams gave it their best, UB won narrowly by the score of 28-26. Unfortu-
nately, UB lost the second set. In the last set our Black Jaguars gave it their all 
and emerged victorious with a score of 15-8. Our Lady Black Jaguars also went 
against SCEJC for their third game and defeated them 25-13, and 25-20.

The format of the tournament was “double elimination” therefore the last 
games of the day were UB Black Jaguars versus SCEJC once again. This time 
our Black Jaguars knew they were up against a worthy opponent and gave it 
their very all winning 25-13, and 25-19. Our Lady Black Jaguars also faced 

SCEJC once again and won 25-7, 
and 25-21.

UB Black Jaguars will defend their 
2011-2012 Championship on No-
vember 10, 2012 at the ATLIB Na-
tional Volleyball Tournament which 
will be hosted by SHJC. 

UB Black Jaguars spiked their way to Nationals


