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During the 1960s and early 1970s, students at the University of Florida 
produced a number of underground and alternative newspapers and mag-
azines.  At one time The Orange Peel was ranked the number one college 
humor magazine in the country. Don Addis, whose cartoons often graced 
the cover, went on to a forty year career as an editorial cartoonist at the 
St. Petersburg Times.  The Orange Peel was considered so racy that the 
university decided to take control of it in order to produce a more censured 
version. When the cleaned up version started publication as the New Or-
ange Peel, students responded by releasing a magazine similar to the 
original, which they called the Old Orange Peel. 
 
Another student magazine, the Charlatan, appeared in the 1960s.  It fea-
tured topless women and caused an uproar when it ran a nude centerfold 
of UF co-ed Pamme Brewer.  The Dean of Women Students tried to expel 
Brewer for posing in the nude. 
  
The main student newspaper at UF was the Alligator—but it was subject 
to university censorship, a constant point of controversy between UF ad-
ministrators and student editors.  A host of alternative newspapers, includ-
ing The Eye, The Hogtown Orifice, The Hogtown Press, The University 
Report, and The Croco-
dile, focused on the politi-
cal issues of the day.  
The Eye and The Hog-
town Orifice, both mem-
bers of the Liberation 
News Service, covered 
protests, demonstrations, 
and speeches by activ-
ists. The University Re-
port, a weekly that was 
openly critical of universi-
ty policies, became a 
rival to the Alligator for a 
while and supported itself 
with advertising. The 
Crocodile also sprang up 
in response to adminis-
trative  interference with 
the Alligator.  Ultimately, 
though, it was the Alliga-
tor that endured.  After a 
long struggle for editorial 
freedom, it became an 
independent student 
newspaper in 1972. 
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From 1956 to 1965, the Florida Legislative Investigation Committee threatened civil liberties in the Sunshine 
State. Led by Senator Charley E. Johns, the committee operated in a McCarthyite manner, seeking to discover 

communist connections among integrationist organizations and purge aca-
demic liberals and so-called "subversives" from educational institutions. 
When the committee had failed to demonstrate communist involvement 
within the NAACP or the academic community, a desperate Charley Johns 
sought to extend his committee's life by searching for a weaker enemy and 
“committee agents soon monitored lavatory stalls and private bedrooms 
rather than city busses.”  The University of Florida was the first academic 
target chosen in the search for homosexuals in 1958. At least 15 U.F. pro-
fessors and more than 50 students left after being interrogated by investi-
gators. Even though the committee's tactics violated state law, U.F. admin-
istrators did not attempt to halt the investigations and went so far as to al-
low university police officers to serve as investigators and tape interroga-
tions with professors and students.   
  
“Charley Johns didn‟t have anything against the University of Florida as such, he 

wasn‟t out trying to hurt the university. He was on a mission by gosh that he heard there were homosexuals on the faculty 
and he was going to get rid of them.”   ~J. Wayne Reitz  (Former University of Florida President) 

The Legacy of the Johns Committee 

Demonstrations against the Viet Nam War 
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Protests against the war in Viet Nam and 
Cambodia took place throughout the late 
„60s and early „70s at UF.  On October 
15, 1969, in conjunction with national 
protests held by the Vietnam Moratorium, 
the University of Florida Student Mobili-
zation Committee (SMC) organized 
“Gentle Wednesday.” Approximately 
1800 UF students and faculty gathered 
at the Plaza of the Americas to rally 
against the Vietnam War.  The SMC sold 
red and black armbands with „644,000‟ 
on them representing the estimated num-
ber of US casualties in the war.  
 
After the shooting of college demonstra-

tors at Kent State in May 1970, students 

at UF called for a suspension of classes 

in protest. President Stephen O‟Connell declared a day of mourning to be held on May 6, 1970, but did not  can-

cel classes.  It is estimated that 3000 students went on strike over this decision. The strike ultimately forced 

President O‟Connell to cancel classes and close the university.  UF remained closed from May 6 to May 8.  In 

1972 a demonstration against the war spilled out into the streets as hundreds of people flooded the intersection 

at University Avenue and N.W. 13th Street. 
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The University of Florida was desegregated in 1958, but by 1971 there were only 343 black stu-
dents in attendance—a small proportion of the student body in comparison to the 20,000 white stu-
dents enrolled. The Black Student Union organized a sit-in as an expression of discontent with uni-
versity policies that did not encourage black student enrollment or the employment of black faculty 
members. On April 15, 1971, in what would later become known as “Black Thursday,” students 
gathered in protest outside Tigert Hall and attempted to meet with President Stephen O‟Connell.  
The first delegation of students, which numbered about 50, marched into O‟Connell‟s office uninvit-
ed touting a petition of six demands. They were asked to leave and did so without protest. The 
next group to storm the office was louder and more insistent, and even after that a third, larger 
group arrived. President O‟Connell refused to meet with them. Angered by this, demonstrators re-
fused to disperse. The protest ended in the arrest of 66 students, 60 of whom were put on aca-
demic probation. O‟Connell refused to grant the arrested students amnesty because “that would 
be admitting that the sit-in in my office was proper conduct now and in the future.” Outraged, 123 
black students and two black faculty members left the university. 

The 1971 Sit-In for Campus Civil Rights 
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Thank You! To Barbara Hood, Bill Hanssen, 

Mil Willis, Timothy Fritz, and Special Collec-

tions for help with this exhibit. 

Captions: Above (left), Students protest outside 

Tigert Hall as part of the 1971 sit-in.   Left, Fr. 

Michael Gannon monitors a police line during the 

1970 student strike in memory of Kent State.   


