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The littlest tailgaters
During one of the first cool October days, UF alumna Sarah Sawyer 
picnics with her daughter, Gabi, on the Reitz Union North Lawn on 
Thursday afternoon.

By ALEX TIEGEN
Alligator Contributing Writer

Diverse voices from colleges and high 
schools will join to strengthen the Asian 
American community and identity in 
the Southeast during UF’s second an-
nual Southeastern Regional Conference 
of Asian American Leaders on Friday and 
Saturday. 

The conference was organized by the 
Asian American Student Union, the South 
Asian American Student Union and the 
Dean of Students Office, and it has received 
support and community sponsors. Between 
175 and 200 guests are expected to attend.

Sandy Chiu, AASU president and a 
founder of the convention said organizers 
had little trouble attracting other schools to 
the conference. Registration for the two-day 
event ended Oct 12.

“[The conference] was developed last 
year to sort of bring awareness about Asian 
American issues to the Southeast because 
some students last year noticed that there 
wasn’t this kind of community and network 
in the Southeast for Asian Americans,” Preeti 
Sharma, a conference co-director said.

“We’re hoping that various students will 
come [this year] and not only share their 
experiences but gain a better understanding 
of what it means to be an Asian American 
person and learn about the ways the me-
dia and dominant cultures perceive Asian 
Americans as well as what can be done 
about it,” she said.

Workshops included in this year’s confer-
ence will be divided into three sessions con-
forming to the convention’s motto: “Turn It 
Up. Educate, Expand, Empower.” 

Sessions will address Asian American is-
sues like identity, stereotypes in the media 

and the arts, civil-rights projects and the role 
and perceptions of sexuality. 

“Last year, we got some feedback, and 
a lot of students said there wasn’t a lot of 
interaction between students from different 
schools,” said Michael Wong, conference co-
director. 

“This year to fix that we implemented the 
peer group system where, before and after 
all the workshops, the students get to first 
think about what their weaknesses are, as 
far as their knowledge of Asian American 
issues.

“Our peer groups will help them decide 
which workshops will be most appropriate 
for them, so that they can build on their cur-
rent knowledge. After the workshops, they 
can come back and share their experiences, 
and also reflect, and our facilitators would 
help them summarize some good points to 
take back to their own campuses and use to 
create immediate change.”

Community and national leaders or-
chestrating the workshops will include 
Guy Aoki, the founder and former presi-
dent of the Media Action Network for 
Asian Americans; Rinku Sen, the pub-
lisher of Color Lines Magazines; and Bruce 
Yamashita, a Marine who discovered and 
exposed files revealing discrimination in 
America’s military. 

For Chiu, helping the Asian American 
community discover a unified voice in-
volves teaching guests of the conference to 
develop a network. 

“We can talk about what each group has 
done on their own campus and learn from 
each other,” Chiu said.   

Culture comes to Southeast

n THE FESTIVAL OF 
NAVARATRI HONORS THE 
HINDU MOTHER GODDESS.

By DIANA MAZZELLA
Alligator Writer

dmazzella@alligator.org

The Hindu Students Council 
will honor the Mother Goddess 
and her incarnations tonight by 
hosting the dances of Garba, 
Raas and Bhangra for the Hindu 
festival of Navaratri, or nine 
nights.

It will take place at the India 
Cultural and Education Center, 
1115 SW 13th St., from 8 p.m. to 
midnight.

The last day of Navaratri, 
which occurred this week, is a 
significant day because it sym-
bolizes good triumphing against 
evil, said Prasanna Durairaj, the 
council vice president. It is when 
the mythological demon Ravana 
is defeated.

Most of the dancing will 
be Garba and Raas, she said. 
Garba, meaning womb, is when 
women dance around a lamp 

that is meant to symbolize life 
in a womb.

In Raas, sticks called Dandias 
are used during the dance and 
hit together, she said. The event 
will end in prayer.

The event is free and open to 
the public, she said. Attendees 
do not have to be Indian or 
Hindu.

She said UF President Bernie 
Machen was invited and has 
said he will bring his family to 
the event.

Instead of being a show, the 
dance is participatory, and the 
dances are not hard to learn, 
Durairaj said.

“A lot of people just come and 
learn it on the day of,” she said.

She said about 350 people 
attended last year. A little more 
than 600 people are on the 
council’s listserv.

Refreshments will be served.
Though Navaratri ended this 

week, the students are holding 
the event Friday because it was 
the best time to hold it.

The Indian Students 
Association is hosting its Garba 
at the Stephen C. O’Connell 

Center on Saturday, said Arjun 
Patel, vice president of the 
group. The event is free to the 
community and doors will open 
at 7:30 p.m. It starts at 8 p.m. and 
should last until midnight.

It is also a participation event, 
Patel said. Last year about 887 
people attended.

It will have the same dances 
as the Hindu students’ event, 
he said.

He described it as traditional 
Indian folk dance and mentioned 
that the assoccation will be em-
phasizing the cultural aspect of 
the event instead of a religious 
one because the event is funded 
by Student Government.

Patel said both Garba and 
Raas start out slow and then 
become faster. Breaks are sched-
uled between dances.

The association has been 
hosting the event for the past six 
or seven years, he said.

Durairaj said that people like 
that there are two events because 
they have two opportunities to 
go. Also, if they can’t make one, 
there is still another one they 
may be able to attend.

Students celebrate Hindu nights

Students spread 
Asian awareness

“We can talk about what each group 
has done on their own campus and 

learn from each other.” 
Sandy Chiu

AASU president  
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NEW ORLEANS — French 
Quarter bar owners say the Big 
Easy’s soul can never be restored if 
the midnight to 6 a.m. curfew con-
tinues to be enforced. So they plan 
to challenge it the only way New 
Orleans knows how: with a party.

Jim Monaghan 
said his Molly’s 
at the Market bar 
will return to its 

normal operating hours of 10 a.m. 
to 6 a.m. Friday, regardless of a cur-
few police have enforced more ag-
gressively over the past week or so. 
His goal, he said, is to demonstrate 
that New Orleans is on the mend 
and it’s open for business.

“We’ll all go to jail. It’s an act 
of civil disobedience,” Monaghan 
said.

He’s helping lead a campaign 
among other businesses in the 
heart of the tourist district, which 
depends heavily on revelers party-
ing into the wee hours.

Sweeping Bourbon Street and 
other French Quarter thorough-
fares of pedestrians and shuttering 
bars at midnight — something 
that has happened in recent days 
— sends the wrong signal, own-
ers say.

“It’s a slap in the face,” said 
Madeline Schwartz, manager of 
several Bourbon Street clubs and 
bars. French Quarter bars, par-
ticularly those on Bourbon, cater 
to the after-hours crowds; before 
Hurricane Katrina, some never 
closed.

“We’re trying to come back, 
but this is going to devastate us,” 
Schwartz said.

Since Katrina, the curfew 
— which for a short time was set 
at 6 p.m.— had been more of a 
suggestion and was not strongly 
enforced. 

While many patrons say they’re 
ready for the New Orleans night-
life to get back into full swing, 
they also say they understand the 
restriction.

Bars fight curfew
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