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Activist accentuates Asian-American attributes
• KRISTINA WONG SPOKE
AGAINST STEREOTYPING.

By JEFF SIRMONS
Alligator Writer

Kristina Wong, an Asian
American comedian and activist,
stripped off her Asian-made clothes,
including her shoes, pants and coat,
leaving only a one-piece bathing suit
featuring an American flag design.

She said she stripped to highlight
American fears about contracting
SARS, a deadly respiratory illness

that originated in Asia.
"All those Chinese people spit

ting in the street - you could have
it already," she said, mocking her
Chinese mother.

Wong, who performs her act
around the country, used humor
to challenge the mostly Asian
American audience at the Reitz
Union on Tuesday night to become
proud of who they are, regardless of
race, gender or sexual preference.

During the performance, she ran
a mock auction with the audience
in which she sold keepsakes of her
life she deemed memories of times

when she had no self confidence.
"She failed at forcing the

'Chineseness' on herself, and thus
the Chinese backscratchers have
collected dust in the closet," Wong
said, speaking of herself as she sold
the backscratchers for only one sym
bolic "chill-pill."

In her opening act, an overhead
projector listed elements of her act
that are necessary to be a proper
Asian-American activist.

"Me not love you long time," she
said as she checked off the bullet
labeled"speak out against the dead
horse Asian-American stereotype"

"It helps US become aware
of who we are and what we
are about. Her works chal-

lenge the normal Asian
American perception."

Satish Kunisi
Asian Student Union spokesman

of sexual proclivity.
Satish Kunisi, spokesman for the

Asian Student Union, which hosted
this event as part ofAsian-American
Awareness Month, said Wong's hu-

mor portrays the problem with not
being proud of heritage.

"It helps us become aware of who
we are and what we are about:' he
said. "Her works challenge the nor
mal Asian-American perception."

Dancer Shyamala Moorty dis
played Indian poverty by posing as
a peasant Indian woman who can
foresee the future.

"1 smell rancid fried food, urine
and trouble," she said as she cleaned
up a shopkeeper's stand.

Moorty's performance exempli
fied the complex relations between
Indian Hindus and Muslims.
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General & Cosmetic Dentistry
Orthodontics

Single Visit Restorations

CUSTOM MADE

.")021 NW 34th St 378-4100

Hurry in for a great education•••
Leave with more places to go.

You can work as a

Respiratory Care Practitioner, Police Officer,
Dental Receptionist, Heating and AC Service Tech.,
Biomedical Manufacturing Tech., Web Server Administrator,
Corrections Officer or Professional Pilot

Salaries Ranging from $20K-$40K or more
Very High Job Placement
Quick - some programs in as little as 4 months

Learn more about our 60-pfus career fast-track degrees and certinca/es, and
university transfer degrees. Classes are offered day, evening, weekend and online.

~~. Friday, November 12

11:15 a.m.
- In-Line Skaters

and Wheelchairs
11:30 a.m.

- Runners and Walkers
Two Mile Fun Run Registration

$10 Pre-Registration @ UF Track Office
(Lemerand Center)

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$10 Pre-Registration @ Florida Blue Key Office

(Reitz Union)

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$10 Pre-Registration @Gainesville Health & Fitness

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
$10 On-line Registration @

www.ufhomecoming.org/events/gatorgallop.htm

$15 Day of Event Registration @ Percy Beard Track
(James G. Pressly Stadium)

SUNThUST
For more information,

call the Florida Blue Key office at 352-337-0022
or the UF Track office at 375-4683 ext. 4400.

Sponsored by SunTrust, Homecoming '04, Florida Blue Key,
and the University Athletic Association, Inc.

Harcourt Children's Books
Coleen Salley
1{)~ &ft~ '#'aa 1to '#'cM CJ+1. '#'u 7ad. "Mama,
why don't possums have hair on their tail?" " Child, it goes
back to your great-great-grandpa." A twist on an Uncle
Remus tale. Janet Stevens, illus. $16.00.

Tony Johnston
7~ 1{)o.'tm ?ami4. Recently arrived in their

neighborhood, the Worm family finds nothing to like about the
glossy, bossy, buggy neighbors. Should they stay put or

move on? Stacy Innerst, illus. $16.00.
Robert Weinstock
tj<Ytdiffle't 2?~ 'a 'RemUtdett. This unassuming little bird
struggles mightily to realize his dreams. Then stumbles
upcn it. Maybe! $16.00. Westgate

GOERINGS BOOK STORE
'IGlobal in scope; but local in color."
3433 w Univ. Ave.·378-0363·www.goerings.com

Open 10:00 to 9:30- Sunday 10:00 to 5:00

Friday, Nov. 12
3:00PM

FLORIDA vs. UCF
5:30PM

Boston College vs. FSU

Sunday, Nov. 14
1:00PM

Game 1 winner
vs. Game 2 winner

The first 250 UF students get
in FREE w/ valid UF student 10.

Admission~.."
$7 Adults

$3 Youth/Seniors
ate B@ iii


