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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Affirmative Action
is ineffective'

Editor: I'm writing in response
to Alexis Amaye-Obu's guest col
umn - ("Government should af
firm Affirmative Action") in
Wednesday's Alligator.

I can empathize with her di
lemma of trying to figure out
how to pay for college. I also
agree the world is not to the
point where people are hired for
their qualifications.

However, I happen to disagree
with her when it comes to the
solution to these problems.

Affirmative Action seems like a
good solution, but through closer
examination, one finds only a
quick fix that causes further dis
crimination. Affirmative Action is
just a system of quotas.

The answer to social discrimi
nation must be met through so
cial, not legal, means. Discrimi
nation is a serious problem, but
a system that makes the decid
ing factor between two equally
qualified applicants the legally
enforced "race" factor is part of
the problem, not the solution.

As to Amaye-Obu's concerns
as to how to pay for her educa-

tion, allow me to suggest ave
nues other than using her eth
nicity as a crutch.

I am using a Florida Bright Fu
tures Scholarship (which only
has academic qualifications and
is open to ALL students who
graduate from Florida high
schools) as well as a full-time job
to finance my education.

I happen to believe that there
are many smart, white (and black,
red, blue, green, aqua-marine, or
whatever), poor men and women
that are just as deserving as
Amaye-Obu and should not be
disqualified simply because they

mayor may not have the "good
fortune" to be counted in a "ma
jority" demographic.

Scott Edson
2LS

Race should be
not be a factor

Editor: Nationally, in 1992,
only 7 percent of registered
black, first-year law students had
LSAT scores above the white av
erage (Barnes and Carr, 1993).
The average entering black med
ical student placed at the 10th

p~centile of the white distribu
ti~~ on the MCAT (Division of
Educational Research and As
sessment, 1993),
Affirm~e Action caused

these huge dlscrepancies.
Too many of my white friends

have been denied admission to
graduate programs, o,nly to dis
cover that a lesser-qualified
black applicant was admitted.

Why don't we eliminate race
as an admission criterion and
judge everyone as an individual
based on his or her merits?

Robert Hickok
8AC
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TOLL FREE,NATIONWIDE + NO ROAMING
Toll free calling to anyone in the continental U.S. 
from your home area. Also, no Roaming in FL,
GA, SC, NC, VA, Ala. * Call for more details

All New Activations also Receive FREE
Leather Case and Car Ada ter *

Toll free calling to anywhere in florida
+ 12 months unlimited nights and weekends *

200 Minutes at $35

150 Minutes at $20

Cellular Advantage

FREE AND OPEN TO PUBLIC

Eta Sigma Phi is a Student GovernmentJCLASSC funded organization

~J11ere: rvVRU Ballroom
When: Tuesdav.. NOV. 16 @ 7:30 PM., . '-'

What: Acrobatics, Peking Opera, Musicals,
Lion Dance, and more!!
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Asian Student Union

'"",,, Kaleidoscope 'f' 'er{C

Sy{endidChina and Frying Tiger in

\\ A night of Asian Entertajn~entII

Questions? E-mail Dr. Lewis Sussman at sussman@c1assics.ufl.edu

Come to the Career Workshop for Classics Majors sponsored by
Eta Sigma Phi, UF's Classics Honor Society

Presentations will be made by the Career Resource Center
Tuesday, November 16, at 4 p.m.

'Reitz Union - Career Resource Center Room 160

ATTENTION CLASSICS MAJORS
Not sure what you're going to do with your degree? 'BUFFETI
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ARCHER SQUARE
3419 S.W. ARCHER RD.
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2416 SW 34th 8t c::.6. Oaks Mall
1 block N. of Archer Rd r. US. Cellular Inside by Food Court

373-2977 AUTHORIZEO AGENT 331-3558
*Requires new 12 month service contract with usee on all Wireless Digital plans. Subject to a $10.00 processing fee and credit

approval. Toll free calling only applies when calls are made from home area. Some restrictions may apply. Offer expires 11-30-99.


