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I-95 US-1

Sandpoint Park is located in Titusville, FL at the water’s edge of the Indian River.  Within the 
city it is at the intersection of US- 1 and the A. Max Brewer Causeway.  The Causeway leads 
across the Indian River to North Merritt Island where the Kennedy Space Center and Space 
Shuttle launch pads are located.



DEMOGRAPHICS

TITUSVILLE, FL  TOTAL POPULATION:  40,670
TOTAL AREA:  26 sq mi
POP. DENSITY:  1.9 persons/ sq mi

ETHNICITY
 83.8%  WHITE
 12.6%  AFRICAN AMERICAN
   3.5%  HISPANIC
   0.9%  ASIAN
   0.4%  NATIVE AMERICAN
    0.7%  OTHER 

EDUCATION
Residents 25 or older:
 89.3%  Completed high school
 22.6%   Have at least a bachelor’s degree

AGE
 22.9%  under 18
   6.9%  18-24
 26.2%  25-44
 23.2%  45-64
 20.8%  65+

TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS:  17,200
 26.7%  Families with children 18 or younger
 47.9%  Married couples
 12.6%  Single female head of household
 35.5%  Non-families
 
INCOME
Median Income for households:  $35,607
Median Income for families:  $42,453
12.4% of population is below the poverty line
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PROJECT INTENT

WHY THIS SITE?
1)  Personal interest.   Having grown up in Titusville and having much 
  familiarity with the area, it was my desire to conduct a research project that   
  could aid in the beautification and sustainment of Titusville, and promote   
  community health and interaction.

2)  Concerns for the City of Titusville.
    a.  Low Community Support.   In general, Titusville is slow and quiet.  Many of   
        the younger population complain of “nothing to do” and are not satisfied   
        living in Titusville.  Figure 1 shows a Youtube video released online by a   
        young resident of Titusville.  It sarcastically highlights many of the negative  
        aspects of Titusville.  While not everyone shares this view, the video 
        unfortunately represents the views of many residents.

    b.  Downtown Under-use.  Downtown has experienced years of decline and   
       disinvestment.  Currently the city is making a large effort to revive 
       downtown.

  c.  Space Program Changes.  As the shuttle program retires and the space 
       program transfers largely from the public sector’s hands to private 
       investment, many residents are unsure and worried for the future as the   
       space program that boomed Titusville faces changes and leaves many 
         Titusville residents currently without jobs.

3)  City of Titusville desires.
  a.  Redevelop downtown.  Historic downtown is especially in need of being   
        revived.  In 1984, Titusville created a Community Redevelopment Agency   
       (CRA) for this area (Sandpoint Park is located within this area).

  b.  Attract prospective residents & visitors.  The enhacement, use, and 
          beautification of public spaces will be essential to attract new people and   
        private investment & infill development.
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Celebrate the culture of Titusville.
To transform Sandpoint Park from an under-used, recreational 
program-based park to a culturally significant landmark that 
connects to downtown Titusville and makes a connection to 
Titusville’s culture through historical and educational interpre-
tation.
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PROJECT INTENT:
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RELATION TO SANDPOINT PARK:    In the challenge of transforming Sandpoint Park from an active recreational based program to a cul-
ture based program, Millenium Park is a great example of optional program elements, and similar in size.
 
SIZE: 24.5 acres

PROGRAM ELEMENTS:
Amphitheater
Pavillions
Open space
amphitheater
Lurie Garden
Promendads
Galleries
Restaurant
Sculpture Plaza
Fountain PlazaFountain Plaza
Ice Rink
Welcome Center
Bridgeways
Cycle center
Harris Theater 
Rooftop terrace
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CASE STUDIES:  MILLENIUM PARK



RELATION TO SANDPOINT PARK:  
Located in Cocoa, FL this park supports the same climate and natural resources as Titusville, FL.  Also, the Cocoa population is comparable to 
Titusville’s population, and there are strong similarities in the culture and people of both Titusville and Cocoa; therefore, it was important to 
study what is successful in the Riverfront Park at Cocoa and what could be improved upon. 

PROGRAM ELEMENTS:
Amphitheater
LawnLawn
Splash fountain
boardwalk
butterfly garden
children’s play area
boat ramps
picnic pavilions
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CASE STUDIES:  RIVERFRONT PARK
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CULTURAL ANALYSIS
What culturally identifies and expresses the people and place of Titusville, FL?

1.  KENNEDY SPACE CENTER (KSC)/  SPACE PROGRAM
Of course, the most culturally identifying element of Titusville is the Kennedy Space Of course, the most culturally identifying element of Titusville is the Kennedy Space 
Center & the Space Program.  Titusville was once nicknamed Space City and today its 
motto is “Gateway to Nature and Space”.  KSC includes more than just shuttle 
launches - it features IMAX films, facility tours, museums, interactive shows, and a 
rocket garden (Figure 1).  The Space Program boomed Titusville’s population, the 
tourism it has brought nurtured Titusville’s economy.  It is the iconic element of 
Titusville, FL.

2.  WARBIRD MUSEUM & THE TICO AIRSHOW
The people of Titusville are very patriotic and many public spaces are dedicated to vetThe people of Titusville are very patriotic and many public spaces are dedicated to vet-
erans and wartime.  In general, there is a strong interest in military memorabilia.  The 
10 acre large Warbird Museum displays and restores indigenous airplanes of the 
world's military Air Forces starting before WW1 to present.  It’s annual Tico Airshows 
are a favorite event amonst residents and tourists alike.  Locals who don’t attend the 
airshow itself will set out lawn chairs along US 1 and listen to and watch the perform-
ing war jets dancing through the sky.  

3.  ANTIQUE CARS & THE TITUSVILLE “CRUISE-INS”
Titusville is proud to be the home of many men & women that have a passion for 
restoring vehicles, whether they’re aircraft pulled from the bottom of Lake Michigan  restoring vehicles, whether they’re aircraft pulled from the bottom of Lake Michigan  
and restored (as seen at the Warbird Museum), or the many popular antique cars that 
can be found in all corners of Titusville.  Every large event in Titusville would not be 
complete without an antique car show.  These vintage car shows, called “Cruise-ins” 
are the largest antique car shows held in Brevard County, and are often held at the 
project site, Sandpoint Park, throughout the year.

Figure  2.  Restored Airplane at Warbird Museum

Figure 3. Titusville’s antique firetruck at the grand opening 
of the new Causeway 14



CULTURAL ANALYSIS
What culturally identifies and expresses the people and place of Titusville, FL?

4.  INDIAN RIVER WATER RECREATION & FISHING
Historically, Titusville was first settled as Sandpoint, FL and was mostly a fishing and Historically, Titusville was first settled as Sandpoint, FL and was mostly a fishing and 
hunting community.  Fishing and water recreation were especially important to this 
community along the Indian River.  The historic houses along Riverside Drive in Titus-
ville were all oriented towards the river, and the basic means of travel was by small 
boat or canoe; the river was essentially the road.  The community of Titusville evolved 
from a mainly fishing & hunting community to an agricultural producer of citrus and 
pineapple to what it is today as a byproduct of the Space Program.  Yet with all those 
changes, Titusville today still has a very strong tie with the Indian River and the Atlanchanges, Titusville today still has a very strong tie with the Indian River and the Atlan-
tic Ocean to the farther east.  

Redfishing is a popular sport in Titusville.  Annually, the Inshore Fishing Association 
(IFA) holds the Redfish Tour and sponsors a tournament in Titusville.  Fly-fishing is also 
becoming increasingly popular in Titusville.

Bioluminescent kayaking tours (kayak at night through glowing water) are also given 
in Titusville on the Indian River.

To celebrate Titusville’s love of the Indian River, a traditional festival is held annually: 
the Indian River Arts Festival.  Besides the carnival games and rides, it includes an 
open-air market with arts, crafts, food & military displays, scheduled live entertain-
ment performances, the Little Miss and Mr. Indian River Festival Beauty Contest, bull 
rides, and duck races among many other things.  It is held at Sandpoint Park.

OPPORTUNITIES:
  - Space theme design inspiration
  - Increase cultural events & use of park
  - Design facilities to accommodate 
    cultural events
  - Opportunity to connect to a blueway 
    system (kayak rentals)    system (kayak rentals)

CONSTRAINTS:
  - Maintain open lawn for events
  - Design wide road shoulders for  
     additional event parking
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NATURAL RESOURCES ANALYSIS
Titusville is surrounded by a great variety of natural resources that help define the unique character of the city and its people:

1.  CANAVERAL NATIONAL SEASHORE
The beach is a popular destination when at Titusville.  Fortunately, Titusville basically has The beach is a popular destination when at Titusville.  Fortunately, Titusville basically has 
the Canaveral National Seashore’s 24 miles of pristine, undisturbered beach at its back 
door.  It is an important endangered and threatened sea turtle nesting area.  Playalinda 
Beach is considered the southern end of the national seashore and is the beach most asso-
ciated with Titusville.  Titusville Beach once existed, but is no longer open to the public as 
it is now federally owned and is a part of the Kennedy Space Center.

2.  MERRITT ISLAND NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Like the city of Titusville, the wildlife refuge was both given life from the space program, Like the city of Titusville, the wildlife refuge was both given life from the space program, 
and preserved by it.  Development will not happen in this area, which has left a beautiful 
example of what the natural ecosystems looked like along the Indian River prior to urban 
build-up.  It is 140,000 acres within the Kennedy Space Center that is not developed with 
the space industry.  It includes a wide variety of habitats from coastal dunes, saltwater 
estuaries & marshes, scrub, pine flatwoods, and hardwood hammocks.  Recreational ac-
tivities include numerous wildlife drives, bird & wildlife observation towers, manatee ob-
servation deck, fishing & hunting opportunities and boating and paddling.  Also, environservation deck, fishing & hunting opportunities and boating and paddling.  Also, environ-
mental education programs are held at the refuge.

3.  ST. JOHNS RIVER TO SEA LOOP BICYCLE TOUR
This 260 mile paved & unpaved bicycle trail begins in Palatka, FL and travels to Titusville, 
FL before crossing to the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge (MNWR) and then up 
through the Canaveral National Seashore, north towards Palatka again.  The trail passes 
adjacent to Sandpoint Park.

4.  SPACECOAST BIRDING & WILDLIFE FESTIVAL
Birdwatching is a favorite activity in Titusville throughout the year.  The Festival especially 
attracts thousands of people to Titusville.  It holds various activities such as exhibits, art 
show & competitions, keynote presentations, and field workshops among many other ac-
tivities.  Off-site activities are also held at the MNWR and the Canaveral National Seashore 
where wade and shore birds can always be seen.
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SEMINOLE RANCH
CONSERVATION AREA

OPPORTUNITIES:
  - Educate public about native plants
  - Opportunity to connect bike loop into       
    design

CONSTRAINTS:
  - Some native plants are unavailable in nurseries
  - Prevent conflict between bicyclists, vehicular, & 
    pedestrian traffic
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SURROUNDING LANDUSE
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STREET CONDITIONS

Streets conditions were evaluated by how many negative negative marks they received:  
Category 1: Good Conditions (green) - less than 3
Category 2: Neutral Conditions (yellow) - between 4 & 8
Category 3: Poor Conditions (red) - more than 9



SYNTHESIS
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SITE PHOTO INVENTORY

**Photos outlined in green are good views.
     Photos outlined in red are bad views.
     Photos without an outline are neutral views.
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TODAY: CAUSEWAY

SECOND TURN-STYLE BRIDGE

FIRST BRIDGE & BOARDWALK

HISTORY
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POST OCCUPANCY EVALUATION (P.O.E.) - INTERVIEWS

QUESTIONARE: RESULTS:
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POST OCCUPANCY EVALUATION (P.O.E.) - USER ACTIVITIES



USER ANALYSIS - AGE

DITCH
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USER ANALYSIS - GENDER

DITCH



DITCH

USER ANALYSIS - ETHNICITY
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VEGETATION



CIRCULATION MICROCLIMATE
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TOPOGRAPHY & HYDROLOGY UTILITIES

35



SYNTHESIS
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CITY COMMUNITY SCALE: 
 - Lay-offs from the Space Program and concerns for future development
 - Low sense of pride of place

DOWNTOWN CRA SCALE:
 - Poor connections to parks
 - Vacancies & mild building deterioration
  - Weak market to draw people to area
 - Lack of downtown exposure to waterfront

SITE SPECIFIC, SANDPOINT PARK SCALE:
 - Uses of the park are changing from heavily recreational- based to 
 include culturally- based uses; however, there are no sufficient, quality   
 spaces to accomodate these changing uses & new needs.

 - Bad accessibility to park

  - Poor circulation through park

 - Unused spaces 

 - Flooding & stormwater drainage problems throughout site

 - General rundown atmosphere
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ISSUES



GOALS & OBJECTIVES
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PROGRAM ANALYSIS

CULTURAL ELEMENTS
- Amphitheater
- Entry Plaza 
- Promenade

EDUCATIONAL / INTREPRETA-
TION ELEMENTS
- Native Ecosystem/ Butterfly Garden
- Old Bridge Turnwheel Motor
- Signage

RECREATIONAL 
ELEMENTS
- Distance- marked sidewalk
- Bicycle path
- Additional Benches & Seating
- Multi- purpose open lawn
- Additional Stormwater Pond & - Additional Stormwater Pond &   
  designated RC Boat area
- Existing play area
- Additional picnic areas
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SERVICE ELEMENTS
- Food/ concession
- Night lighting
- Fishing line recycle bins
- Updated Bathrooms
- Additional Parking
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CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAMS

KAYAK RENTAL

KAYAK RENTAL

PROMENADE

PROMENADE

BRIDGE GEAR

BRIDGE GEAR

ENTRY PLAZAENTRY PLAZA

FOOD/ CONCESSION

FOOD/ 
CONCESSION

AMPHITHEATER

AMPHITHEATER

NATIVE GARDENS

NATIVE GARDENS
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FINAL CONCEPT TO MASTERPLAN
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MASTERPLAN
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