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Plan of Presentation

Recap on the importance of travel to shaping 
the development of intellectual movements 
AND the nature of Caribbean leadership.
Caribbean leaders and global changes in the 
post-WWII era. 
Profiles of various Caribbean leaders and 
their varied interpretations of intellectual 
movements. 

Feel Free to Ask Questions at Any Time



Travel and Caribbean Identity in 
the 1940s-1970s 

The movement of people from the Caribbean 
back and forth from North America 
heightened Caribbean identification with the 
region. 
While many settled in North America, a great 
many returned to their home countries. Some 
got involved in national and international 
movements. 
This produced a host of charismatic and 
powerful leaders who would draw on these 
encounters, and influence the direction of the 
movements they were associated with. 



CARIBBEAN LEADERS

-> Marcus Garvey
-> Jacques Roumain
-> Eric Williams
-> François Duvalier
-> Walter Rodney
-> Michael Manley
-> Bob Marley



Marcus Garvey & Garveyism
Marcus Garvey Born in St. Ann, 
Jamaica in 1887. 
Left Jamaica for the U.S. in 1915 
with intention of meeting Booker 
T. Washington. 
Was heavily influenced by 
Booker T and the Tuskegee 
Institute. 
Started the UNIA, the largest 
Black movement of its time 9the 
1920s), with chapters in 
countries across the Caribbean 
and North America. 
Was deported from the US to 
Jamaica. 
Left Jamaica for England where 
he died in 1940.  



Jacques Roumain 
Well, it's like this: we 
others negroes filthy 
negroes we won't take 
anymore that's 
right we're through being 
in Africa in America your 
negroes your niggers your 
filthy negroes we won't 
take anymore that 
surprises you to say: 
yessuh while polishing 
your boots oui mon pe to 
the white missionaries or 
master while harvesting 
your sugar 
cane coffee cotton 
 peanuts  in Africa in 
America  poor 
negroes filthy 
negroes that we 
were that we won't be 
anymore We're finished 
you'll see our Yes Sir our 
oui blanc our si Senor

And here we are arisen All the 
wretched of the earth all the 
upholders of justice marching to 
attack your barracks your banks like 
a forest of funeral torches to be 
done once  and  for 

all with this world of 
negroes niggers filthy negoes

‐ Filthy Negroes



Jacques Roumain & the Communist 
Party

It is easy to see that the question here is one of 
economic oppression, which translates into social and 
political terms. Thus, the objective basis of the 
problem is certainly the class struggle. The PCH 
[Haitian Communist Party] poses the problem 
scientifically, without in any way denying the valid 
basis for the psychological reaction of the blacks , 
wounded in their dignity…But the duty of the PCH, 
after all 98% black…where the color question is 
systematically relieved of its epidermic content…is to 
put the proletariat, the poor petty bourgeoisie and the 
black intellectual workers on guard against the black 
bourgeois politicians, who would like to exploit to 
their profit their justifiable anger.  ‐ Analyse 
schématique, 1934



Trinidadian Head of State, 
1956-1981

Rhode Scholar;
Worked in the U.S. at 
Howard 
University. 

Author of landmark study 
Capitalism and Slavery.

Led the anti-colonial 
struggle in Trinidad. 

Founder of PNM (People’s 
National Movement)

Norman Washington Manley, Jamaica Eric Williams, Trinidad

Eric Williams



ERIC WILLIAMS
All of us here today, the genuine 
representatives of the Caribbean, 
with a common history based on the 
Caribbean trinity - colonialism, 
mono-culture with its polytechnic 
forced labour and racism - are the 
symbols of fragmentation, with its 
concomitants of association with 
rival metropolitan economies and 
isolation of one territory from 
another. There can be no new 
dispensation which does not mean 
the integration of the fragmented 
economies of the people of the 
Caribbean by the people of the 
Caribbean, for the people of the 
Caribbean. It is with this larger 
aspiration, ladies and gentlemen, 
that my colleagues and I sign this 
Treaty this morning. All our strength 
is in our union, all our danger is in 
discord.
-Eric Williams, 1973 at signing of 

-Treaty of 
Chaguaramas



François Duvalier



Duvalier

Influenced heavily by Noirisme in 1940s Haiti. 
Was one of the leading intellectuals of the 
noiriste movement. 
Studied at University of Michigan on short 
fellowship. 
Transformed noirisme’s nationalist and 
inclusive approach into Duvalierism; a far 
more sinister and brutal variant. 
Created a cult of personality all the while 
maintaining that his was a noiriste 
presidency. 
Proclaimed himself President for Life in 1964 
and became a ruthless dictator. 



Duvalier’s Rule 
Created the Tonton

Macoute. 
Created a dynasty
With his son, 
Jean-Claude who succeeded 
Him in 1971.
Forced mass migration
Dictatorship ended in

1986.



Walter Rodney
Guyanese historian
Studied in Jamaica
And England. 

Militant advocate of
Black Power in JA.
Banned from Jamaica in 1968. 
Ban causes widespread riots. 

Advocate of Pan-Africanism
And  radical
Marxist social change
In Guyana. 

Formed the Working 
People’s Alliance in 

Guyana in 1974.



Michael Manley

Son of Norman Manley
Elected Prime Minister
In 1972. 
Highly charismatic 
Leader. 

Introduced democratic
Socialism in Jamaica 
In 1976. 



Democratic Socialism in JA



Bob Marley
Born in St. Ann, 

Jamaica. 
Lived in Delaware
temporarily. 
Heavily influenced
By US RnB and Black
Power in his youth. 
Epitomized the linkages
of the movements of the era
found in Rastafari. 
Devout Rastafarian up to his death
In Miami in 1981. 
Popularized Reggae Music.



Conclusions
Caribbean leaders in politics and culture, 
evolved at a time of incredible change in the 
region. Their experiences living temporarily 
overseas, shaped their lives personally and 
influenced their careers. 
At the same time, they served to influence 
each other. Nationalist and anti-colonial 
struggles in the region, especially the Castro 
Revolution of 1959, motivated the direction 
taken by Caribbean leaders in the French and 
English speaking Caribbean. 
There was, however, a great deal of 
controversy (as in the case of Manley) and 
abuse (as in the case of Duvalier).
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