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ST.  MAARTEN GROWS AS fcgJISE PORT 

.•%* 
A total of 18 cruises, representing an 

increase  of six over the figure  for last 
year, will have called at S^. Maarten in 
the Netherlands Windward Islands by the 
close of the  1963 - 64 season next April. 

This evidence of the rapid rise in po- 
pularity of this Caribbeanfipland as a 
tourist port of call  cane with the publi- 
cation of the  1963-64 cruise schedules   to 
St. Maarten by the Netherlands Windward 
Islands  Information Center: In New York 
City. 

Travellers are  finding numerous  appeals 
on the tiny island, not the smallest of 
which is probably the    freepert shopping 
.facilities. Several nerchantB from St. 
Maarten's nearby sister island of Curacao 

are   coving in and the names of stores 
and shops  long famous on Curacao,  al- 
ready known as the bargain center of 
the Caribbean,  are now appearing pro- 
minently on St. Maarten. Beaches on ' 
the island are numerous and offer the 
white powdered sand and crystal blue 
water that have ranked Caribbean swim- 
ming among the world's best. 

Unique geographical and historic 
feature of St. Maarten is the nation- 
al character of the island: it is one- 
half Dutch and one-half French, with 
the characteristics of each national- 
ity in evidence in its two capital 
cities — the Dutch Philipsburg and 
the French Marigot.     -. 

With the exception of the Bergen 
Line's Meteor,  all  the  cruise ships on 
the current schedule will be calling 
this year at St. Maarten for the  first 
time.  These  include  the Gripsholm 
(Swedish American);   the Oslofjord  (Nor- 
wegian American);   the Atlantic    (Ameri- 
can Export)  calling twice;  the Jerusalem 
(Ziin)  calling twice;   the Statendam 
(Holland American);   the Bergensfjord 
(Norwegian American);  and the Victoria 
(incres),   also  calling twice. 

Copies  of the  schedule    may be ob- 
tained by writing or phoning Nether- 
lands landward Islands  Information Cen- 
ter,   1270 Avenue  of the Americas,  New 
York, New York 10020; phone JUdson 2-2655. 
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DUTCH CABINET DEMANDS DESIGNATION OF 

KIM's    BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

KLU's  board of directors has accepted 
a Dutch Cabinet demand for the  resigna-r 
tion of all  14 of  its members.  Three exe- 
cutive directors, not board members 
were asked to stay.  Transport Minister 
J.  van .,iarsten told the Dutch parlia- 
ment the   resignations were necessary so 
that the Government  could  select a new 
group that might help improve EIM's 
finances. 

Chairman of the board is Dr.  F.Q. den 
Hollander and Prince Bernhard is a mem- 
ber. The move follows persistent press 
reports  jn recent weeks  of disagree- 
ments  on operational polity within the 

t airline's  top management and the an- 
nouncement that executive wice presi- 
dent E.H.   Larlve will  resign,*'. 

Mr.   Larive was  called in 11 months a- 
go to help reorganize KLM, The Govern- 
ment holds 70 percent of KLM's shares 
and appointed 9 of the 14 board members, 
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