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Dear readers, people in the outside world 
are supporting their local newspaper, we 
here in St, Martin must do our part in con- 
tributing to the success of our newspaper 
so that we will be abreast with our world, 
and we will be assisting in maintaining the 
Liberty of the Press. 

NEB YEAH MESSAGE TC OUlt GOVEkBUENT AND PEO- 
PLE 

By.; A. Th. Illidge . . 

We are indeed thankful that we have been 
speared to make another mile stone in this 
our transitery span through no merit or our 
own. But by the grace of God, it is then 
therefore fitting, that we rededicate our- 
selves anew to Gcd in love nnd loyality - 
this year 1964. Wishing you all a happy an? 
c prosperous New Year, I nnw wish both the 
French and Dutch Government a happy conti- 

nuation of administration. 
And now to our Island Government, after 

having been instrumental in the laying of 
the foundation and first corner stone in the 
August temple of our Independence. Today as 
we look around we certainly can appreciate 
what lias been accomplished in the fourteen 
years of our Self Government, Great im- 
provements have been made, in every field 
of -human endevour, expv.cially in promoting 
as an abject "of prinery importance, institu- 
tions for the general defusion of knowledge, 
for the children. In proportion as the struc- 
ture of a Government gives force tc public 
centiment,'it is essential, that public o- 
pinion should be enlightened, An iiiminent 
English jurist says, that "centiment is more 
powerful than law, for .law is the expression 
of centiment. And can not be inforced with- 
out its support. Adistinguished French critic 
in writing the history of a National litera- 
ture says, that the.motiv^ force in history 
is to bfe sought in human centiment. 
We have just had the Christmas play, of 

which I regret I was unable to attend as 
gate keeper, due to a fall I got a little 
before. But how proud I was to listen to the 
public  centiment. It is evidently convinci- 
ble, the most enduring monument is that, 
which has been created in the minds of our 
people.  Let us all hope for a yearly conti- 
nuation of the play. 
Honoured Sirs, I wish you all a happy con- 

tinuation of .administration. And console 

f 

yourselves: with the fact that no govern- 
ment is free from mistakes. Mistakes are 
errors of judgement and not of intend. 
V/e often act "according tc our best 
knowledge which often fall short:of the 
proposition in question. So leave all 
comparisons tc history. Being receptive 
to the various governments of the world 
I would like to examine the greatest 
cause for errors in the governments of 
the world - Julius Caesar, the great 
Itoman General anc Statesman, 44 BC - 
Says in deliberating on dubious matters. 
To be influence neither by hatred, af- 
fection,nnir anger, nor pity; The mind 
when such obstructs its view, can not 
easily see what is right. Nor'has any 
human being consulted at the same time 
his passions and his interests. When 
the mind is fully exerted its reasoning 
is sound. ...ni it is right here 411 the 
mistakes are made in life. 

Honoured Sirs, continue to build upon 
the foundation which may some day rise 
to the high nature mark, and may the 
Guardian Angel of The Island of St. 
Maarten, French and Dutch, guide and di- 
rect all your Councils, in the interest 
and welfare of the people. 

And now to the people of St. Maarten — 
Experience has shown that more than two 
thirds of us are still slumbering in 
a athy. It is you the people that make 
public centiment more powerful than lav. 
Do you know it? And law cannot ;be en- 
forced without its support. Fellow citi- 
zens of St. Maarten, we.are now.living. 
in the 20th. centuary, -and not in the 
15th. - Y/ake up I And think for your- 
selves, learn your power of thoughts, 
by thinking and power of action by acting. 
Ycu must become receptive to the fact, 
that the interlectual development of the 
human race today, has been suddenly rais- 
ed to a higher plane than that of our 
fathers and grandfathers —And we are 
on the brink of a mighty revolution in 
human thinking. An intelligent popula- 
tion is an asset to a government, but, 
ignorance is a liability and a hazard. 
Fellow citizens, nature endows us at 
birth with the instinctive desire for 
liberty and truth. But, whether because 
of negligence, or because of an incli- 
nation inherent in hunanity, it is still 
some what under bond, imposed upon it, 


