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UNITED STATES TKAli "/INS NETHERLANDS 
ANTILLES  INTERNATIONAL SPEftRFlSHING 

TOURNAMENT 

The United States  team won the  first 
prize at the Netherlands Antilles  In- 
ternational Spearfishing Tournament held 
at Bonaire Nov.   14-17. 

Participants  from the various coun- 
tries and islands  in  the Caribbean as 
well as pressmen,   television and faadio 
reporters,  and cameramf-n    started ar- 
riving at Bonaire  on Tuesday Nov.   12, 
and on Thursday November  14,   (with the 
exception of two members  of the Vene- 
zuelan team)   the last and  largest group 
arrived by K.L.li.  - They were welcomed 
at t:e Airport by Lt.  Governor,  Elias 
Morkos,  President of the Central Commi- 
tee Mr.  James Leander,  Presicent of the 
local Committee Mr. Antonio Abraham and 
other member ef the Committee,  and af- 
ter a drive around  the  island were 
taken to Hotel  Bonaire  for registra- 
tion followed by a briefing session    by 
Mr.   Ir. W.R.  van Vliet. 

From 6 to 8 p.m.  a  "Get acquainted 
Cocktail Party" was held at the Lt. 
Governor's Residence where  the welcome 
ad< ress made by Lt.  Governor Elias Mor- 
kos  (see address on page 5)  was  follow- 
ed by opening speech by the President 
of the Central  Committee,  Mr.  James Ph. 
T.   Leander and the presentation of the 
official teams. 

Teams  from the  follvwing countries 
participated: Aruba,Bartados, Bonaire, 
Colombia,   Curacao,  Guadeloupe,  Jamaica, 
Martinique,  Panama   (Rep.) Puerto Rico. 
Stt  Maarten,  St.  Thomas.   (U.S.V.I.), 
Trinidad,  the United States and 
Venezuela. 

The contest started or.  Friday Nov. 
15,  at 7:30 a.m.  and shortly after the 
8tart a member of the Venezuelan  team, 
Guy Perez  Cisneros,  age   25 and married 
for only 15 days was  reported missing - 
An Official Bulletin which was  issued 
in connection with the  incident read as 
follows: 

"The Organizing Commrl ttee of the  . 
Fifth Annual  International Spearfishing 
and Trolling Tournament regrets  tc an- 
nounce the  death this  norning of s?ear- 
fisher Guy Perez Cisn<   -os   (age 25)  a 
member of the Venezuela team. 

Mr.  Cisneros,  who wan to participate 
in the Tournament for t;he  fourth <;ine , 
arrived in Bonaire  on Thursday after- 
noon, nevember 14.  The   two other members 

of his team were delayed until Friday 
morning (Nov.   15),  reportedly because 
of difficulties-with their country's 
immigration regulations. 

Despite  the express advice of the 
Organizing Committee to wait till the 
arrival  of his  teammates,  Mr.  Cisneros, 
known to be a capable spescfisher    pre- 
ferred  to start on his own. 

According to the Organizing Committee'i 
investigation, the accident took place, 
shortly after the start of actual 
fishing, Mr. Cisneros shot a fish too 
large for him to boat unaided. He came 
to  the surface  to secure a hook. He 
then dived again. 

The  captain of the boat tending Mr. 
Cisneros   decided   that the spearfish- 
er was under water too long.  The capt- 
ain signaled a nearby Curacao Harbour 
Patrolboat.  The Harbour police imme- 
diately sent a diver equipped with 
oxygen booties  to begin a search. Mr, 
Cisneros'   two  comrades arrived mean- 
while and joined the police,  first- 
aid    workers and the patrolboat in the 
search. After fifteen minutes,  Mr. 
Cisneros was  found by a member of the 
United States'   team. 

Unfortunately,  efforts  to revive 
Mr.  Cisneros were unsuccessful. 

The  Organizing Committee  in a spe- 
cial Board Meeting,  has decided to 
cancell all festivities in connection 
with the tournament,  except the  Fish 
Banquet. 

All   flags are   to  be   flown at half 
mast and a wreath has be«n ofiered by 
the Committee  in Mr.  Cisneros'  memory. 

The Organizing Coucittee offered its 
sincere condolences to the surviving 
relatives and to the Venezuelan Spear- 
fishing Organization." 

At 2:30 p.m.  the  spearfishers and 
their catch arrived at the pier of 
Hotel  Bonaire where their catch were 
immediately weighed by the  judges, 
(Mr. A.J. tteinfort, W.R. van Vliet, 
S.  Boekhcudt).   On  the  first day of 
the  contest the team from Guadeloupe 
placed   first,  t^e U.S.A., Aruba and 
Martinique placed second,   third and 

fourth respectively - The team from 
St.  Maarten placed 6th.  and the  Colom- 
bian team was  last. 

At 8:15 p.m.  the body of Guy Perez 
Cisneros,  was  transported by K.L.M. 
to Curacao and at 4:20 a.m.  the next 
morning  (Nov.   16)  it was  transported by 
a plane of the Venezuelan Ministry of 
Communication and Transportation to 
Venezuela.   . 

-On Saturday Nov.   16,   the spearfish- 
ers  left the pier of Hotel Bonaire at 


