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WINDWARD ISLANDS*  OPINION .    SATURDAY JUNE 9,  1962. 

American Consulate General 
Wlllemstad, Curacao, N.A. 

PRESS  RELEASE #6 

GIFT FOR POEM ON JOHN GLENN'S ORBITING 

On Wednesday, May 16,  1962, the American Consul General in Cu- 
racao, Mr, Harris tf, Huston, presented a book called "The Ameri- 
can Heritage Book of the Pioneer Spirit", to Mr.  Clarence Augus- 
tine PETERSON,   of the  Custom's  office in Curacao. Mr. Peterson, 
who is a known writer of poems, wrote a-special message  of ap- 
preciation of the orbiting of John Glenn,   on February 20',  1962, 
titled "An American in Orbit".   • 

In gratitude, the United States Information Service awarded him 
with the beautiful book on American history, which was  handed 
to him by Mr. Huston. The poem,  published in one  of the local 
newspapers* on March 5, 1962,  is as follows: 

John Glenn left the  Cape Canaveral base, 
Faith in his  heart,  a smile  on his face". 
SerieB  of delays his  courage unalterlng, 
His trust in his  Creator unfaltering. 
And by his grace he reached a place, 
Close to the  stars  in outer space. 
His- flight there is a thrilling story, 
Three  orbits were  his path to glory. 

As  his spaceship made some rough 4ips, 
The prayer in our hearts was on our lips. 
Three times around the earth he flew, 
And from way up there beyond the blue . 
His voice came down,   strong and good, 

. ..The..way.a brave and bold man's should. 
Friend and foe followed him in the sky, 
This flight in space no one  can deny. 

Millions  of  hearts swelled with emotion, 
. ■   As *Glenn was restriovod from the  ocean. 

The whole thing public and bonafide, 
'Done by free men with nothing to hide. ■• 
Thes"e vrords  come right from the  heart: 
Although we know she had a late- start, 
When the space race is finished and done, 
May his great  country be  second to none! 
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♦La Prensa • ''        , 

Curacao, May 16, 1962, 

Ed; Note: Mr. Peterson is a native of St. Maarten, N.A. and many 
of his poems have been published in the Windward*. Is- ■ 
lands' Opinion.- , 
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