
Treasures from the 

Isser & Rae Price Library of Judaica



History of the Price Library of Judaica

With holdings of over 90,000 volumes, the Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica at the 

University of Florida, is considered the foremost Jewish studies research collection in 

the southeastern United States. In terms of many of its scarce late 19th to early 20th 

century imprints, it ranks among the top 20 academic libraries in the world. 

Furthermore, many thousands of its titles in Hebrew and Yiddish are held by less than 

10 libraries in the United States.

The Library was built on the core collection of Rabbi Leonard C. Mishkin of Chicago 

which, at the time of its acquisition in 1977, was the largest personal library of Judaica 

and Hebraica in the United States. The range and depth of Mishkin's collection was 

described by Harvard Bibliographer Charles Berlin as "superb". The UF Libraries 

received the first National Endowment for the Humanities Challenge Grant awarded to 

a United States Research Library in order to partially underwrite Rabbi Leonard C. 

Mishkin’s 40,000 volume library. The NEH Grant was matched by the first State of 

Florida Quality Improvement Funds. 



Formally dedicated in March 1981, the Library was named for Isser and Rae Price, 

whose sons, Jack and Samuel Price of Jacksonville, Florida, established a fund to 

support sustained development of its collections. The Price family gift was the largest 

single gift ever made to the libraries at that time, and it was the first time that a special 

collection in the University Library had been endowed. 



Scarce Imprints

The Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica owns a large collection of scarce imprints, 

mostly from the late 19th to early 20th century. In this regard, the Price Library ranks 

among the top 20 academic Judaica research libraries in the world.



Birnbaum, Uriel

Moses Ein biblischer Zyklus in fünfzig Bildern

1924







Kvitko, Leib

Foyglen

1983



Bereshit

1926



Raskin, Saul 

Between God and man : 

Hebrew rhapsody in 100 drawings 

1959







Oyf dem leydnsṿeg ḳeyn Ertsiśroel. 

Home--through the "vale of tears." 

1949?





Haggadot

The Price Library of Judaica holds hundreds of Haggadot for Passover. In addition to 

rare and special editions like the ones in this case, the Library holds a wide range of 

specimens from around the world and from many time periods. 



drawings by Leonard Baskin 

A Passover Haggadah

1974

copy includes personal annotations 

of the Price family









Agam, Yaakov

The Agam Haggadah

1993







Abravanel, Isaac 

Seder Hagadah shel Pesaḥ
1712





Ephemera

The Price Library of Judaica boasts a range of hard-to-find and unusual ephemeral 

materials, including pamphlets, catalogs, calendars, reports etc., 



Matmor, Yoram

Deganyah : maḥazeh nisyoni

1951



Chagy, Berel

Hebrew Liturgy Cantor



Duda, Eugeniusz

Old Jewish postcards from Marek Sosenko's collection

1998



(Twelve) from the Soviet underground.

Catalog of an exhibition held at the Judah L. Magnes Museum, Berkeley, CA 

1976.





Ausubel, Nathan

Jewish culture in America : weapon for Jewish survival and progress 

1948



Periodicals & Series

One of the key collecting strengths of the Price Library of Judaica is the range and 

depth of its periodicals. The Library has over 500 current titles and an equal number of 

discontinued titles, many of which are now scarce.



Di prese : yoyvl-numer

Buenos Aires, Argentina

1928

The hardcopy of this jubilee edition 

is held by the Price Library of Judaica 

and New York Public Library.



Subbota 

St. Petersburg, Russia

1913

A Jewish Russian literary magazine. The Price Library of Judaica has the only copy in 

libraries worldwide (WorldCat).



Yedaam – Journal of the Israel Folklore Society

Tel-Aviv, Israel

2009



Zeglen

Buenos Aires, Argentina

1925



Festschriften & 

Memorial

Books
One of the major strengths of Rabbi Leonard C. Mishkin’s personal library, which 

formed the core collection of the Price Library of Judaica, was its large and 

important selection of festschriften (jubilee volumes) and memorial books 

(yizkor books or yizker buchen). The Library actively continues to acquire 

such volumes.



Eckstein, A. (Adolf)

Festschrift zur Einweihung der neuen Synagoge in Bamberg 

1910

This book commemorates the dedication of the 

synagogue in 1910. The synagogue was burned 

to the ground during Kristallnacht (the infamous 

Nazi attack on Jewish property in Germany, 

November 9, 1938).





Sefer yizkor li-kehilat Ogustov

1966



Augustow is a district town in the Bialystok province of Poland. There were five 

synagogues in Augustow by the beginning of the 20th century; Isser Price and his family 

were among the c.2,000 Jewish residents in the early part of the century. Nearly all of 

the Jews living in Augustow perished during the Holocaust.









Extermination of Jews in the Rzeszów Region : 

album of remembrance

2009



Land of Israel 

Studies

A range of titles dealing with the wide subject area covered by Land of Israel Studies. 

These titles cover pre-1948 Palestine as well as modern-day Israel. The Price Library of 

Judaica is rich in such resources.



Feasts & Festivals in Israel

1951





Israel Reborn

1951



Picturesque Palestine, Sinai, and Egypt 

Ed. Colonel Wilson ; assisted by the most eminent Palestine explorers, etc. ; with 

numerous engravings on steel and wood from original drawings by Harry Fenn and 

J. D. Woodward.

1881-1884



Joselevich, Moisés 

Jornadas pioneras: 

apuntes para una historia del movimiento 

jalutziano de América Latina 

1957





Latin American & 

Caribbean Jewry

A selection of titles pertaining to and produced by Jews living in Latin America & the 

Caribbean. These books are just a few of the extremely large and diverse selection of 

materials on this subject held in the Price Library of Judaica.



Hassan, Aristides Ivan

Holocausto en Panama



Behar, Ruth

photographs by Humberto Mayol

An island called home : returning to Jewish Cuba 

2007



Lerner, Ira T.

Mexican Jewry in the 

land of the Aztecs : a guide 

1965





La cocina judía en las fiestas 

1990



Florida

Materials pertaining to the Jews of Florida: their history and cultural life. The Price 

Library of Judaica is a regional center of excellence for such resources. 



Bramson, Seth

L'chaim! : the history of the Jewish 

community of greater Miami

2008



Congregation Schaarai Zedek, 1894-1994.

1994





Levenson, Claire B. 

Temple Israel of Tallahassee, Florida, 1937-1987 

1987



Miami Beach Jewish omnibus

Issued by: Jewish Cultural Club



The Rev. Benjamin Safer was the first Rabbi to 

the orthodox Jewish community of Jacksonville, 

Florida. Born and raised in Lithuania, the son of 

a learned scholar and scribe, Benjamin Safer 

moved to the United States at the beginning of 

the 20th century at the request of the 

Jacksonville community. In addition to his 

rabbinical duties, Safer also acted as the 

community cantor, kosher butcher and mohel. 

Safer’s papers were recently donated to the 

Price Library of Judaica by his grandson, Edwin 

Safer.



Oppenheimer, Dawson

Keepers of the Fifth Commandment : 

the River Garden story : a fifty year history of 

River Garden Hebrew Home for the Aged 1946-1996

1996 



Additional items online in the 

University of Florida Digital Collections 

within the Judaica Digital Collection

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/judaica

“Hallelujah” image from the facsimile of the Rothschild Miscellany 

(copyright www.facsimile-editions.com)

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/judaica

