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' COARD FACES THE NATION

A 1aw now belng drafted by the People's Revolutlonaxy Government

w111 re11eve death dutles from the flrst EC$100 OOO of a person’s

estate.

This was disclosed by Minister of Finance Bernard Coard as he took:

part in a new progxamme,."Fece~The -liation"; aired for the first

time on Wednesday (5th). In this programme, which is to be A

weekly feature, a Mlnlster of Government w111 answer questlons ]ﬂx

‘by Journallsts in the stud1o and by the general publlc by

P

telephone.

Mr Coard's discloshre of the proposed reduction in deathdues cq‘b:

. )
in reply to a telephoned question and he said, jokingly, that the

questioner must have had access to Government's secrets as, only

that afternoon, Cabinet had taken the decision to reduce death
dues. ‘ ,4%'

"Through this measure", said Mr Coard, 'not only the poor people
but the middle class people of Grenada, the wives, husbands or
children left behind, will no longer have the fear hanging over .

them that they will have to selly the only home they ever knew in:

order to pay death duties.”
e , .

Mr.Coard said Cabinet had also decided tO‘reduce“the rates of .

death duties and that an announcement will soon be’ mad'.in this
(contlnued
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! connection. .
! Blectlons :

' outside the country"

\ déﬁails.

It was pointed out to Mr Coard by a Journallsf in the studio that
i ‘

soon after the revolution of March 13th, early elections had been

promised. The Minister“was'asked whet factors the PRG must

take into account when fixing a date for General Elections.

gyr Coard said that, from the first”'aayé#of the revolution, the PRG

saw the questions of national security and.consolidation of the
revolutlon from a m111tary and secur1ty p01nt of view, together with
the "stab1llsat10n of the economy" as the fundamental and twin
obJectlves of ihe revolution. As a thlrd obJectlve he 11sted
tre "smashing of Gairyism" which, he said, must not be taken as
victimisation of Gairyites but as the eradication of waste and

corruption, victimisation and sexual abuse and exploitation of
women in the society.

wﬁ ‘ .
"The questlon of nat10nal securlty, the questlon of economlc

stabilisation and the questlon of the defeat and smashlng of all
manifestations of Gairyism were put as the highest priority",
Mr;goard said, "amd secondly the question of-the‘drafting, after
the'mostrthoroughgoing discussions with every single village in
érenada, and all organisations in Grenada, of a new Constitution,

drafted by the . people of<Greuoda5 and the holding of free and fair

elections under that Constitufion."

The Minister said that, with reference to the economy, while the
PRG has made remarkable improvement in financial management, there

still remains in Grenada "tremendous financial and economic i

2
problems " . , ) o e

[
LR

Mr Coard said there is also still a great deal of corruption wighin
the bureaucracy inherited by the PRG and against which a campaign

is soon to bﬂ'launched.

"On l’t national security level', he said, "there have been a
number of disturbing developments in recent tggfs, both inside and

Some'of these matters could not be

A}

d(SCloced, he said, but there was one of which he could give some.

(continued)
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Reéently, he said, avpéiéon f:om a‘#fe;éntlg formé& C$¥i5bean,
oriented organisation" of leading American vusinessmen based in
Washington, D C, had visited hisvoffice and discldséd that deposed
Prime Minister Gairy'had contacted him seeking his assistance and

that of his organisation to mount a counteér-revolution.

This person, who, Mr Coard said, was at one time "a Deputy i

Minister of one of the American Administrations", told Mr Coard he -

had informed the US State Departmenf'df Gairy's approach,

This development is an indication that the PRG cannot take a é
complacent approach to the question of national security, the
Minister said, and, apart from this mattef, there have been a

number of developments internally, of which Prime Minister Bishop

will speak at the right moment.
Matter of Principle

"The question of the holding of fiee and fair elections is a matte-
#
of principle as far as we arc concerned and it is something we wizll

certainly do, it is one of the principles of the revolution", he

said, "but it is not the first order of priority." : )

Asked to explain what he meant by '"stabilisation of the economy",
the Minister pointed to wh;t he calléd "the massive debts we h;Qe
inherited", and he said that, immgdiately before the revolution,

Grenada was about to lose her vote at the Uhifed Nafian'because |
the country's contribution had not ‘ﬁaen paid. He said also

that the country was about to lose’' its vote in most other UN and

other international organisation for the same reason, and there wasl.

a deficit in the budget of '"several millions'".

P
B

Mr Coard said also that, under the Gairy regime, Grenada had
borrowed as much money as possible from most international
organisations, most people were not prepared to lend more, there

had been frequent periods when Civil Servants had been paid late,
: _ "
agriculture was stagnating, the ability to expand &nd develop the

economy was in question, "what passed for foreign investment#’as.;

of the maffia'typew‘ the roads in some parts of the country had’

deterioratsl to a point where they were impassgble, the hospitaliA,

were ill equipped and badly stocked and staffed, schools were

(continued), . Z
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falling apart, most people ‘were unablé to get adequate supplies of

water, and half the‘populatiOn was out of work.

"This is the kind of economic collapse which the country has faced

and is still facing", Mr Coard said, "and this is the magnitude of

the problem we face at this time."

The Minister was asked, considering all the factore he had put fo;ward,

what was the approximate date indicated for General Elections.

'"I couldn't honestly give an answer to that question', he replied.

"I wouldn't choose a date out of a hat and give an apswer tq that
nestion. It all depends on how fast these»things'areAdone.
One thing is certain that, on all these points, no‘one can accuse us
of moving slowly. We have been moving at a terrffic speed to
try to deal with -11 these problems.. .- We are certainly not
dr;gging our feet."

) National Debt

The Minister was reminded, by the mode;ator of the programme, that,

shortly after the revolution, he had said indications were that

Grenada had a natlonal debt of EC$57 million. He was asked whether

this flgure had been conflrmed

"That figure has not beenyfinalisedﬂ, Mx Coard said.  "What we
said is that the amount we were able to locate andvtallyvindicated
a debt of EC$57 million.  'One or two bits and pPieces have been
discovered since then which will add to that figure slightly and,

while I cannot give you a precise figure now, I suspect the entire

national debt will be somewhere in the vicinity of EC$60 million."

A journalist in the studio referred Mr Coard to the fact th’ 1n
July, two public political meetings of the Grenada Natidnal Party
(GNP) were broken up by organised groups of supporters of the New
Jewel;Mbvemgnt (NJM) . The journalist said he had been an
eyewitness td’éne of these incidents and the Minister was asked:
whether the PRG should not have made a'pub1ic statement that the

action of these NJM supporters had been againgt the principles of

the revolution.

(continued)
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The Minister said his information, which he received from a number

of eyew1tnesses, is that "very large numbers of mlddle aged and

elderly men and women, almost no youths at all" made it clear to‘

GNP that "they did not want to hear them and that tney did not want

them in their village holding a public meeting."
' Where Were ¥You, Blaize ?

"In my understanding of the facts", he said, "there was absolutely

no violence used, no stones, no stlcks, but these middle aged men
and women, mostly women, I understand made it very clear and in
fact, their position was, 'where were you, Blaize, (GNP's Political

Leader) on March 13th 7', And they made their position clear

that they did not want to hear what they had to say."”

. *
Mr Coard said he did not take the position that the people involved

should be charged with an offence, and he thought it was their
deunocratic right, so 1ong as they did not use v1olence, to make it
clear to whoever wants to come in to their v111age to hold a

meeting, that they do not ‘want to hear them.

The Minister said he had spoken to a number of'middlexaged woman

who claimed they had been at the meeting and who said they told
the GNP Political Leader and other members of the GNP that they

did not want to hear them. To the proposal that GNP had a
right to be able to put forward a point of view at a public meeting
and that the NJM supporters had broken up that meeting, Mr Coard :

said GNP had had a public address system and the people had not.

"My 1nformat10n is not that the meetlngs were broken up" Mr Coard
said, "I dont thlnk that is correct but in any case, my position

is, very simply, that the people also have rights."

Among other questlons answered by Mr Coard were those deallng w1th
the operatlons of the Marketlng Board and the Nat10na1 Importlng

Board, and the gift of fuel from the Government of Venezuela.

(1554~ words)

wd

JOURNALIST 'S PASSPORT CONFISCATED

Mr Eslee Carberry, editor of the Grenada weekly newspaper, "The

Westindian Crusader", . had his passport confiscated by the
(continued)
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| security forces on Wednesday (5tu)
Mr Carberry told NEWSLETTER that he was at Pearls airport to board a

plane when the incident occured. "I was on my way to Barbados

et ——

where the paper is printed", he said "but the securlty man at the
, airport took my passport and told me I could not 1eave the 1sland

because charges 'are to be laid against me.".

y Mr Carberry said he was not told what the charges would be and, when
NEWSLETTER checked on Thursday (6th) w1th .& source close to the
Prime Mlnlster's offlce, 1t was conflrmed that the passport had been

taken away and that charges were to be laid. The source, however,

cenld not say whether those charges were of a cr1m1nal or securlty

nature.

On Frlday (7th), Mr Carberry was requested to go to Pollce

Headquarters where he was asked to make a sratement relatlve to an
. incident which took place sometime in August. Following thls,
he said, the Police informed him-that, arisﬁng out of‘the incident;
he will be charged with assault. His request for the return?of

his passport was refused.

For some time, "The Westlndran Crusader" has been prlnted in elther
St .Vincent or Barbados, and Mr Carberry told NEWSLETTER that

Wednesday's 1nc1dent was the second time _he had been prevented

e e - ——

| from taklng his prepared copy out for pr1nt1ng

‘A fortnight ago I was on my way to St.Vincent with prepared copy
‘ Zor prlntlng when 1t was taken from me by the securlty offlcers at
!

the alrport", he Sa1d "and it has not been returned n

.
-

i Mrs Phyllis Coard, Secretary for Information, told NEWSLETTER‘she
i . does not know of the conflscatlon of Mr Carberry's prepared copy,
st she promlsed to look into the matter and advise.

| | ‘; : (303 words)
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% DETENTION TRIBUNAL SITS

'Taa Iribunal appointed by the People's Revolutionary Government to

review the cases of political prisoners commenced its second sitting

(continued)
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on Tuesday (4th).

Detainees are entitled to have their'cases reviewed 14 days after

they have been taken into custody and, after that, at two month

intervals. The first sitting of the Tribunal,after its

appoinfment on April 18th, was on April 26th and, between that date

and May 23rd, 74 cases were reviewedQ

The Tribunal, which is headed by Dr Adolph Blerzynskl and has as itso

other two members Mr Bryce wOodroffe and st Allce McIntyre, is not

executive and must submit its recommendations to the Minister for
Security. As a result of recommendations made after the first

sitting, six political prisoners were released.

At its sitting on Tuesday (4th), the Tribunal reviewed four

cases. These were

Cletus Banjanin
Michael Campbeil
Joseph Frank
George Donovan

This is the second time these detainees are having their cases

reviewed.

On subsequent siftings, the cases reviewed have been

September 5th

Alston B Smith
Neville Romain
Edmond Gilbert
Aldon Allridge

This is the second time these Adetainees have had their cases

reviewed.

September 6th

Godwin Mason .
Hubert Alexis
Tannel Clarke
Mary Andrews

This is the second time the first three named detainees have had

their cases reviewed. “This is the first time for Mary Andrews;

she was detained on July 31st. ' -

September 7th

Dolton Pope
Cletus James
George Simon
Goslin Alexander

(continued)
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Sittings are scheduled for next weck to review the following cases.

September 10th

Adonis Francis
Raymond Fraser
Neville Rennie
Steadman Patrick

This is the'second time these detainees have had their cases reviewed.

September 1l1lth

Osbert Lewis
Aird Ventour
‘Clinty Samuel
Oliver T Rdeburn
Noble Phillip

This is the second time these detainees have had their cases. reviewed.

NEWSLETTER is informed that sittings of the Tribunal are not condﬁcted
like a Court of Law. Sittings“are in private and lawyers are’not
allowed to be present. However, detainees may call witnesses and

they are provided with a written statement as to why they are held
prisoner.

£%

L%

VENEZUELA SENDS MISSION

A 20-man Presidential Mission from the Republic of Venezuels will

arrive in Grenada on Monday (10th) for a two-day visit.

Headed by Dr Asdrubal Aguiar, Director of International. Cooperation

in the Venezuelan Ministry of Foreign Affairs,;the Mission is expected

to discuss economic and technical COopératibn_with the Grenada

Government . "
. ( 51 words)
LT
GRENADA AID FOR DoMINICA |

The People's Rev@lutionary Government éent a Medical Team to Dominica
on Thursday (6th) with emergency foodstuff and medital supplies to

1$sist in the aftermath of hurricane "David'" which struck that island

¢n Wednesday August 29th.

Comprised of Dr Lloyd Alexis, Nursing Sister Cynthia Telesford from
the Ministry of Health and Mr Joseph Simpson from the Insects &
Vectors Control Division, the team is expected to remain in Dominica

until they have made a complete assessment of and made recommendations t
) (continued)
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. Ship & Boxes Weight Rejects Geest
‘Date Shipped Shipped (1bs) (boxes) Price (EC¢)
"Geesttide" ' - .‘ }
26.6.79 27,669 868,665 215 34.891
n"Geestcraest" ' |
3.7.79 20,768 657,039 237 39.202
"Geeststar" ‘
10.7.79 19,288 603,697 130 38.413
"Geestland" o ‘ :
12.2.79 18,263 569,980 383 39.219
"Geesttide" ’ ‘ ,
24.7.79 21,154 655, 652 222 40.013

the PRG concerning the immediate needs of the Dominican beople.

On Monday of this week (3rd), the motor vessel "Tailaw" sailed for

Dominica with a wide assértment of clothes, food and building
materials given by the people of Grenada and, on Thursday (6th), a

further lot of 30 cartons of clothihg was loaded on the "Geeststar"

for the same destination.

The "Tailaw'", registered in Dominica and captained by Bernaxd l
Avril,33, holed up from hurricane "David" in Barbados and came on l
to Grenada after. The "Tailaw" transported the relief goods from |

Grenada to Dominica free of charge.

(179 words)
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'BANANA SHIPMENTS -

The last statistics given for barana shipments were in NEWSLETTER
for the week ending June 23rd and covered shipments up to that Ly

"Geestland" on June 18th.

The following figures are now available;-

The boxing plant welghts of these shlpments are, in 1lbs,

respectively, 882, 365 663,014, 616,000, 582 541, and 668,878, 2

On the shipments of 26th, 3rd and 10th, the Grenada Banana
Cooperative Society (GBCS) paid producers EC¢ 16 per pound on the
weight received at the boxing plants. On the shipments of 17th

and 24th, payment was at the rate of EC¢18 per pound.

Statistics previouslv required and now available are the Geest

price of EC¢34.864 per pound on the shipment by "Geestland" of

(continued)
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June 18th, and the b0x1ng plant welghts of 628 649 lbs, 652 088 lbs

and 606,869 1lbs respectively on the shlpments by "ueestcrest" (5 6.79),

R

BANANA BAROMETER
; Total Pounds
Shipped to ....
| 1977 - 1978 1979 /,/——*-~\\
! 31,956 783\/31 329,521 - 1.96% v ’EZ?ESHﬁSFT‘
29,564,608 V29,809,398 + .81%. November |
' 26,133,837 27,881,052 + 6.68% [October]
| 23,926,230V 25,603,902 + 7.01% Gepteibe
! 21,902,725\/23,814,791 + 8.72% UguS Tt |
5,028,328 21,273,037 + 7.20% 17807 e gy
16,434,752V 18,748,730 +14.08% 16 548,601 -11.73%
13,633,491V 15,369,158 +12.73% 13,811,088 -10.14%
10,292,476V 12,532,604 +21.76% 11,030,527, -11.98%
8,156,305V 9,576,104 +17.40% 8,228,054 -14.07%
5,720,989V 6,769,839 +18.33% 6,055,675 -10.55%
2,564,180V 3,711,002 +44.72% . . 3,374,687 -..9.06% -
. Total Dollars (EC)
g Earned to cene
? 1977 1978 1979
. 8,503,421V 9,408,500 +10.64%
§ 7,891,650V 8,967,352 +13.63%
. 6,874,142\ 8,382,371 '+22.85%
. 6,210,601 7,640,980 +25.86%
| 5,590,339 7,036,106 +30.85%
| 4,772,874V 6,180,346 *34.31%  Lli w46
| 3,983,182~ 5,349,667 +34.26% 5,105,946 - 4.56%
3,171,067 v 4,257,377 +52.03% 4,148,878 - 2.55%
2,233,740Y 3,395,955 +50.59% ¢ 3,163,850 - 6.83%
1,690,370V 2,530,502 +57.50% 2,246,667 ~11.22%
1,125,41Y " 1,773,422' +57.57% 1,627,932 - 8.20%
507,027 ¢ 961,909 +89.72% 922.307 - 4.12%
Ce=p

"Geeststst"

(11.6.79) and "Geestland"

(18.6.79).

v oy
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GASOLENE PRICE UP AGAIN

Grenadian motorists have had a further EC¢7 per gallon of gasoline

tacked on to their transportation bill. ;With effect from

yesterday (7th), gasoléne has moved up from BEC$3.88 to BC$3.95 per

imperial gallon. i

Fuel prices are Government controlled and this authorised price |
increase goes to the dealers, the operators of the service stations,i
An informed source told NEWSLETTER that this is the first increase
allowed to the dealers in some 18 months.
(73 words)
=, ;

CARIB/BGWU - FOR THE RECORD

An industrial dispute between the Bank & General Workers Union

(BGWU) and Grenada Brewers Ltd (brewers of "Carib" beer) was

settled after reference to both the Labour Commissioner and Ministcr

of'Labour. '

i
|

Two employees of the Company were dismissed and one suspended on
June 27th, allegedly for not returning to work after taking their

lunch hour. On behalf of the workers,

|
|
i
the Union put to the '
Company that these workers had worked through the regular lunch hour{

and, for this reason, had not returned to work when they took their

lunch hour later in the afternoon.

The Company contended that, after taking an hour for lunch, there war

still three-quarters of an hour befare the end of the work shift and

the men should have returned, It was argued by BGWU, however,

that, for the work done during the regular lunch hour, the men were

|
entitled to wages at time-and-a-half (taken in either cash or time) |

and the three-quarters of an hour was approximately equivalent to

this.

On Juyne 28th, the day after the men were dismissed, BGWU called a

half-day protest strike at the brewery and, a few days later, the
Union and the Company discussed the matter before the Labour

No agreement was reached and both parties then

oI

(continued)
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went before the Minister of Lébour, Mr Selwyn Strachan.

The Union agreed that the three men should have stated that they

were not returning, but BGWU refused to accept the Company

compromise Proposal that the dismissals be reduced to suspensions.

The Company finally agreed that the men be taken back to work

without loss of benefits.

(267 words)





