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BANK MANAGER'!S RESIDENCE FIREBOMBED

‘ )
Prime Minister Gairy has expressed disapproval of Barclays Bank

Manager, Mr P R Davies-Evans, and Mr Davies-Evans has left Grenada.

This development is associated with the continuing dispute between

Barclays and the Bank & General Workers Union (BGWU) over the question

of recognition, and it came soon after Mr Davies-Evans' residence was

firebombed on the evening of January 20th.

Since last October, workers at Barclays have been seeking recognition

for their union, the BGWU. A poll conducted by the Labour

Commissioner disclosed that over 70% of Barclays'! émployees belonged

to BGWU, but the law does not compel recognition and the Bank

continues to withhold recognition.

Sources close to the Bank told NEWSLETTER that Barclays would

recognise BGWU, but this recognition must be in the form of a

"Recognition Agreement'. The main feature of that Agreement would

be that disputes be settled by a "Joint Negotiating Council" on which

the Bank and Union would have equal representation. If this

Council failed to resolve the dispute, the matter would be submitted

to the Labour Commissioner.

According to the draft "Recognition Agreement", subjects for
negotiation by the "Joint Negotiating Council" would be limited to
1. Rates of pay, overtime & allowancas

2. Length of annual holidays and attendant conditions b

3. Hours of work
4. Uniforms & protective clothing
5. Conditions in Premises

6 Sick leave

The draft "Recognition Agrcement" says also that "Union.
Ve (continued)
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representatives, not being full %ime paid ed:1c1als of the Unlon

are first and foremost employees of the Bank and as such, their

first and prime respons1b111ty is to carry out the duties

delegated to them as employees of the Bank'",

Ungualifled
NEWSLETTER understands that the'bxihciple of a "Recognition

Agreement" is unacceptable to BGWU. Sources close to the

[Union say that "unqualified recognition" is required, following

which, all conditions of work and related matters can be
flegotiated.

[Barclays employees went on strike on December 15th in support

of their demands for recognition of BGWU, remaining out and

picketing the Bank's Head Office in St.Georges until Tuesday

January 9th. Meanwhile, developments took place which

involved the Grenada Christian Council in this dispute.

Barclays Bank wrote to the Labour Comm1351oner 6n January 3rd
acceptlng that h1s poll 1nd1cated maJorlty support fox BGWU
"However", sald the Bank "recognition can be baSeq on actual
membership only and not on mere‘sympafhy". ‘ " In this connection
the Labour Commissioner was asked for furthér assistance.

On the same day (3rd), the Bank.ﬁrote'to BGWU also saying that
the stage had been reached "where it is necessary to be assured
that at least 50% of our clerical. staff are fully paid up members
of your union". The letter said this assurance could be
achieved only by reference to the Union's records, and suggested

that the Labour Commissioner inspect the Unioﬁ's books and report

to both parties.

Fhe following day, January 4th, a BGWU delegation called on
r Robert Robinson, the Labour Commissioner, requesting that the
Union's books be examined in accordance with the Bank's

requirement. This delegation comprised Mr Maurice Bishop, the

Union's legal advisor, and Messrs Daniel Robert and Richardson
I

i

'Donald, BGWU Secretary amd Treasurer respectively. However,

‘Accordiing to a BGWU spokesman, the Labourlgommissioger'refused

‘\A
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to da this as he had been instructed by the Minister of Labour,

Mr Roy St.John, to take no action in.the mattex.

The striking employees returned to work on Jénuary iOth. The
Bank's Management raised no objection and they resumed normal

employment . And, on the same'déy, BGWU made another effort to

get the Labour Commissioner to check the Union's books.

]

Mr Vincent Noel, BGWU President, called on Mr Robinson and, accordiné
to Mr Noel, was told that the Minister of Labour had given permission

for the Union's records to be checked. Mr Robinson asked that the

books be brought in, but, when they were taken to the Labour Office

later that day, Mr Robinson sald he could no accept them without
[

«further reference to the Mlnlster ' MI Noel sald that when he

bhecked later on with Mr Roblnson he was told there was no change in
t . )
nhe 51tuat10n

oo -

wew developments took place'On'Jahuaty'llth} Requested by BGWU,

the Grenada Christian Council (GCC) examined the books of the Union.
l

The approach was made by Mr Noel to Anglican Archdeacon Hosklns
and Mr Noel told NEWSLETTER he had taken

this step because his Union '"had misgivings about the situation at
the Ministry of Labour'". . His Union, he said, wished to have an

impartial Body check the records.

Honest Thing

GCC found that 34 of Barclays' 50 workers were financial members of

BGWU and, in a statement published in the Press, urged the Bank "to

that the Union be officially recognised L

On the same day (11th) that GCC examined the Union's records, the
books were taken to the Labour Commissioner with a formal letter
requesting his examination of them. This time, they werxe

accepted and,

them immediately, arriving at the same figures as GCC. Mr Robinson

told the Union then, however, that the matter had to be referred to

!the Minister before the result of his examination could be put into
|

j writing, and Mr Noel told NEWSLETTER that, when he checked ﬂuth

l N

lcnnn‘

specedily do the only decent and honest thing that should be done now : -

according to a BGWU spokesman, Mr Robinson went through!

,
1
.

v N - .
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Mr Roblnson a few days later, the Labour bommjsqloﬂer said 1ne T

matter was in the Minister's hands

There was an incident_on the evening of Saturday 20th January which

appears to be cohﬁeoted with this industrial dispute. Barclays

Manager, Mr Davies-Evans, was at bome with his wife at their
residence at Lance aux Epines on the island's south coast.
About 10.00 pm, the Davies-Evans noticed a smell of burning and
then heard gun-shots. Running from the house, they hid in

nearby bushes, from which point they saw their home on fire but

saw no one.

NEWSLETTER visited the scene next day (21st). From examlnatlon

it appeared that two shot gun blasts and one pistol shot had

been directed against the front wall of the house. A car and

a sectlon of the house was destroyed by fire. Mr Davies-Evans

was not available for comment, but a Barclays spokesman said an

unsuccessful attempt had been made to set fire to another car in

the yard.

On the same evening, an attempt was made also to set fire to the
home of Mr Denby DeFreltas, a senlor OfflClal of the Bank
Mr Defreitas 11ves in St. Pauls, a suburb of St Georges, and it

is reported that''Molotov cocktails" thrown at his home failed

to ignite.

Arrested

Five members of BGWU were arrested two days after these

incidents. They were Messrs Vincent Noel, President,

Daniel Roberts, Secgetary, Richardson. Donald, Treasurer,

Nehru Lalsee and Martin David. No charges were made

against them, but they were kept in custody for 48 hours and
released on the 24th.

Another BGWU member was arrested on the 24th. He is Mr Carl

Griffith who was dismissed by Barclays on November 23rd for

"incompetence' . Mr Griffith contends that his dismissal was

because of his BGWU membership and has filed a case against the

Bank. : He, too, was held in custody for 48 hours before

{(canti nued)
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being released. No charges were made against him.

Public opinion is divided over thesc acts of terrorism. Some

quarters hold that elements favourable to BGWU committed the acts.
However , Government has branded BGWU as "communist inspired! and

there is opinion that elements favourable to Government engineered

the attaéks to discredit the Union.

In a Radio Grenada broadcast on January 29th, Prime Minister Gairy
said the Bank Manager had to be blamed for the attack on his house.

"The Police are fully aware of the patterns and systems adopted by

Communist leaders", Mr Gairy said, "and so the dwelling premises of

Barclays Bank Manager were properly covered by men visible and in
hiding". The Prime Minister said 21 men were posted but :

Mr Davies-Evans had requested that they be moved as he thought a

guard was unnecessary. 17,

"The Police had no alternativelbut to_withdraw all 21 men", Mr Gairy

said, "hence the culprits committed arson, flred bullets at the walls

and got away without belng apprehended. The Manager has done Othey

things 1n1m1cal to the 1nterest of security and good government and

I shall recommend his removal immediately after the Court case

. 0[07
currently pending", )

,/ﬂr

The case referred fo is that brought by Mr Carl Griffith against the

Bank for wrongful dismissal, but Mr Davies-Evans has not remained for

this, On Monday 29th January, Mr Karl Haywood of Barclays

regional Head Office in Barbados, arrived in the island to head the

Grenada operation, and Mr Davies-Evans left‘ on Wednesday 31st.

Militant
In his'broadcast, Mr Gairy criticized the Grenada Christian Council

for interesting themselves in the dispute. "Over the last few

years", he said, '"we have got the impression that some mllltant ard |

over-ambitious people do and say things, in what they regard as the %_

modern way, contrary to all establlshed prlnC1p1es, social and

political ethics and, in some way, contrary to the law of the land,

but, when faced with some measure of resistance, they call'upon their

@

(continued)
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parents, relatives and in-laws who, in most cases, are pillars

—

of the Churches, and who, in turh, bring pressure on the Heads

of Churches to interfere and do things completely outside their

call of duty."”

It is not the role of any Church to assist a trade union to get
recognition, he said, and he thought the Heads of the Roman
Catholic, Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches (those
who examined the BGWU books) were out of place in a trade union
matter. The Bank did not wisb the Churches to "interfereﬁ,
he said, and he suggested that theirtefforts would be better
spent in "reestablishing some sort of discipline and decorum
in the Church, particularly in matters relating to dress
behav1our, and doing somethlng to win members back into the

Church in consequence of the dw1nd11ng membershlp "

The Prime Minister referred to the role played last year by
GCC in resolving the decadlock in an industrial dispute between
Government and Government's monthly paid workers. "One may,
in fairmess, say.the Churches helbed in settling the impasse
between Government and the Unlons last year", he said, "This

| 15 true, and we shall ever be grartful but this was the:
result of a joint request by Government and the Unions. This

is certainly not the case this time."

Communists

In his address, Mr Gairy said the dispute must not be considered
as '"'one between the Bank and the staff, but between the people
of Grenada who deal with the Bank and a handful of Communists who

want to take control of ur banking institutions."

Those who are pronouncing Jjudgement against the Bank", he

continued, "have conspicuously failed to make mention about

the appalling, disgusting and ¢bscene Placards displayed by those

to whom they are giving solace today, about the bold and

+ horrlfylng act of open arson and about the display of terrorlsm

in our peaceful coantry."

g

iThe Prime M&nlster then referred to 1nterviews conducted by the
(continued) e
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Labour Commissioner at'Barclayszank on January 26th, which

interviews have been objected to by BGWU.

Mr Gairy said the Upion's books were examined by the Labour

Commissioner and he found they showed a financial membership of 32,

which is 61% of Barclays' staff. "One must ask", he said, which

trade union leader seeking recognition would present books showing

less than 50% ¢ The Prime Minister said the Labour Commissioner

had an obligation to ascertain "by actual fact" whether these figures

are correct and, to this end, he conducted interviews with workers at

Barclays.

"Because of a wrong and thoughtless move on the part of Management",

the Prime Minister said, "only 16 of the 32 workers came into that

private room to be 1nterviewed The interviews revealed that, of

the 16 interviewed, 7 were financial members while 9 were not even

members of the Union."

BGWU wrdte the Manager of Barclays on January 29th ptotesting against

the holding of these interviews. According to BGWU, they were

"unprecedented" and "unethical", "We understand" said tha letter,

"that what was actually done was that staff members were sent into

your office to answer whether or not they are members of our Union."

BGWU told Mr Davies-Evans it thought the Labour Commissioner was

"intimidating members of our Union into saying they are not members:'.

BGWU said, despite the Bank's circular to staff denying it had any .

part in the Proceedings, it felt the Bank was involved. The.

Labour Commissioner cowld not conduct interviews in the Manager's

off}ce without the Manager's Trequest or consent, the Union said.

Closing his broadcast, Mr Gairy said it is his responsibility to

protect the lives of citizens and "to bring to justice those who

continue with their dastardly acts of terrorismm, - He had given

instructions that all Government vehicles*are to be at the d15posa1

of the Police, he said, for "an exercise of concerted vigilance and

action against the Communist terroristséin our State with a,view”tb

capturing the culprits ..,.n (continued) L
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| NEWSLETIER spoke today +(2nd) with both the [abour Commissionor |

Mr Robert Robinson, and BGWU President, Mr Vincent Noel. The
Labour Commissioner said he was unable to say anything except
that the results of his examination of the Union's books are in

the hands of the Minister of Labour, Mr Roy St.John who will

. release them at his discretion.

Stalemate
Mr Noel said his Upnion is concerned because Barclays "had not
acted in good faith", and the Ministry had not performeg its
duties "in a manner calculated to bring about a just settlement."
"It appears that a stalemate exists- now", he said, "but there

are other avenues open to us and these are being explored.”

Thirteen organisations have, so far, expressed support for
BGWU, six based in Grenada and seven abroad. - . The local
ones are the Grenada Union of Teachers, the Civil Service
Association, the Grenada Assembly of Youth, St.Georges
Progressive Women' Association, the New Jewgl Movement and

the Commercial & Industrial Woerkers Union.

The organisations based abroad are the Oilfield Workers Trade

Union of Trinidad, the Caribbean Congress of Labour, End Loans

To South Africa, Caribbean Labour Solidarity of Longon, the

National Upion of Bank Employees in the United Kingdom, the

Bank & General Workers Union of Trinidad & Tobago, and the

‘Transport & Industrial Workers Union of Trinidad & Tobago.

(2390 words)

b
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ANGLICANS AND ROMANS TURN DOWN GAIRY'S‘%EQUEST

¥

Sources close to the the Grenada Christian Council (GCC) told
NEWSLETTER today (3rd) that the Roman Catholic and Anglican

Authorities have turned down a request f£rom Prime Minister

i Gairy that they read an Independence Day message from him in

the churches on Sunday February 4th.
o

The sources said the séven Page address was sent today (3r8)
| * -
t® the Heads of all Churches in Grenada and a meeting was

— _ e —{continued)
) ®
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called immediately of representatives of the Roman Catholiic,

Anglican'
Methogdist and Presbyterian Churches. The Angllcan and Roman
Catholic representatives expressed the view that the address was a

"political document" and it would not be read in their Churches. The

Methodist representative thought the first and last Pages could be

read and the Presbyterian was undecided.

This Independence Day message from the Prime Minister, after its

3

formal opening, points out "the accelerated novement to independence |

which Grenada set as a pattern five years ago". It points out
some of the benefits achieved by independence and speaks of "the
greater struggles which lie ahead if we are to increase the wellbeing
of all and sustain our land as a free and democratic country, devoid
of strange and imported ideas and ideologies.m

Divine Strength

The next seven paragraphs give definitions of what independence means.

Basically,

these paragraphs set out the many ways in which Grenadians

now have responsibility for their country. And Mr Gairy says the

struggle to gain this responsibilit§, the "struggle for freedom and

power has, by no means, been an easy one;

the struggle has been one
that has called for an infusion of Divine strength of character, .

courage and fortitude . "

Mr Gairy says also that "independence means the inculcation of a new

set of values that would give due regard to the importance of

ownership « to €ncourage, support and protect private enterprise;
R v

appreciating, identifying and recognising the neced for maximum

productivity and condemning laélness,

an obligation to uproot E
obstructlonlsm MHilchhs strlkes and strife.n !

»

. -

i
i
|
After listing more achievements of which Grenadians might be proud, ’
2
]
|
t
i

hncludgng ""my own success in taf United ‘Nations", the Prime Ministeris i

pddress referred to Grenada's international standing. "The 1love,

esteem and respect that Grenada receives from the various

pations of te world have come about not §§ chance but by God's special

friendship,

braces and blessings upon our country", he said, "and his coﬁtinuing }

inspiration infused in my leadership as gead of the smallest member !

(cont inued’
»
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‘Concluding, the address said the Churches have an important role

to disseminate Christian principles and virtues, and in helping
the poor. And, in what appears to be a reference to the recent
firebombing of Barclays Bank Manager 's residence, he pointed out

what he thought was another obligation of the Churches.

"The Chuxch cannot afford to be passive when there are instances
of open violence and vandalism in our community", he said, "the
display of strength of arms ‘by plastering two buildings with
bullet holes, and I call upon the Church to assist Government

in maintaining peace and security for all in our Nation."

The Prime Minister's address ends with a call for rededication,

"so that, ever conscious of God, we might continue to aspire,

build and advance as one people.
(515 words)

o
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POLICE INSPECTOR MISSING

-Police Inspector Iri Bishop has now (3rd) been nissing for 46

days. He was last seen on December 19th and nothing has

been seen or heard of him since.

NEWSLETTER went today to the cast coast district of La Tante;

some 14 miles from St .Georges, and spoke 3§th Mr Thomas Bishop
(7¢) and with Mrs Monica Andrews, the Inspector's father and

sister respectively. . It was learned®that Inspector Bishop

has given 30 years of service to the Grenada Po!lte ™ce ang,

at the time of his disappearance, was Officer-in-charge of b

the Esplanade Police Station which is located in the heart

of the St.Gzorges down-town shopping arﬁi' o S

Tt was learned also that the Inspector lived in at the Esplanade

POlice Station and that his s%'x Wilbur Bishop, a member of Qhe

Srenada Volunteer Constabulary, lived with him.

*

(continued) | .

'3

of the United Nations Organisation." . T Ty
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Mr - THomas Bishop told NEWSLETTER,

"On the afternoon of December 17th",

nIri attended the military funeral of ex-serviceman Keith Mancini

who was buried in St .Davids Parish. Assistant Superintendent of

Police Anthony 'Lucky'! Bernard told me that, after the funeral, my

son did not seem to be well. _'Lucky! said he was not speaking

normally and he took him to the casualty department at the General

Hospital where an East Indian doctor gave gave him an injection.“

Inspector Bishop is married and he and his wife have 8 children.
Mrs Bishop has been in the United States of America for some two

years and Mr Thomas Bishop said it had been hoped that the Inspector
and the children would join her in due course. Seven of the
children live in Grenada's sister island of Carriacou and, after

the Inspector had received the injection, ASP Bernard took him back

to the Esplanade Pglice Station to the other child, Wilbur (16).

Mrs Monica Andrews told NEWSLETTER that, after her brother had been

missing for some days, she went to St.Georges and spoke with her

nephew Wilbur. He told her that, as usual, he had $1ept in the

same room with his father on the night of December 18th, and his

father had left him there early the,pex;_morning. nwWilbur told

me that Iri said something to him 4s he was leaving the room",

Mrs Andrews said, "but Wilbur was'sfill'half-agléep at that time and

he does not remember what it was ."

Mrs Andrews says she called alﬁe on Acting Commissioner of Pblice'@7

Osbert James and asked for information, bug he was unable to give

any. Mr James tbld her, she said, that investigations were being

H

made . "I asked Q’\e Commissioner to put out a call on Radio :

Grenada asking if anyone had seen Iri", Mrs Andrews said, "but he

said he couldn't do that . He said that Iri is a big man and he

is sick with his nerves and he cguldn't put that kind of call on the

air ."

Both Mr Tﬁomaé Bishop and Mxs Andrews‘saidﬁ%hat, as far as they
knew, Inspector B shop had never had a nervous breakdown and they
had said fhis to ASP Bernard when he had called at their La Tante

. .
(continugd) B
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home on December 27th to find out whether Inspectur Rigshop was

there ASP Bernard told them they swld that he had called

at the Esplanade Pollce Statlon on December 19th to take the
Inspector back to the doctor, but he ¥ad not found him there.
Mr Bishop and Mrs Andrews said ASP Bernard was the only policeman.

who had asked them any questions since the Inspector's

disappearance.

A persistent unconformed report is that Inspector Bishop's
disappearance is connected with a burglary at a St.Georges
department store last October. According to the report,
Inspector Bishop had information linking certain known criminals,
former members of the étate4paid'"MOngoose gang", with the

robbery. It is said that these criminals may have information

about the disappearance.

- (623 words)

%-m w«-&

ANGLICAN PRIEST SEARCHED

- Reverend Leopold Baynes, St.Vincent born Anglican priest in
charge of St.Andrews Parish, ~was stopped and searched by the

Police last Sunday evenlng (27th).

Reverend Baynes was returning from a service at St.Pauls when

the incident happened. In an exclusive interview with

NEWSLETTER today (2nd), he said that it happened about 7.30 pm

near the St.Davids Pollce Station, and'ﬁt had come as a

»
complete surprise.

¥ ®

"I was stopped by a uniformed policeman accompanied by four
plain clothes men'", Reverend Baynes said, "and.I was asked to

pull to the side of the road as they wished to search for arms
»

and ammunition. I was dressed in;my cassock and they made

no attempt to search my person or the person of my companion,

Eugene Humphrey, but a thogough secarch was made Of my car."

Reverend Baynes had been th@ guest preachef at St.Pauls that

-
afternoon when the conve151on of St. .Paul was being commemorated.

. {continued) Ji
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Sources close to the St.Pauls congregation exprese the opinion that’

Reverend Baynes' sermon may have offended the authorities. In his
sermon, he is reported to have said that Caribbean leaders should
remember that true development must involve Man, and Reverend

Baynes is reported to have expressed the opinion that Grenadians,and

Westindians generally, may be suffering from the fact that they have

elected ''unchanged, unconverted and uncommitted” men to govern then.

(235 words)

s

7 L
ar AT
{., i s.,.i)
v"--‘:'.'.a-n-.‘f‘:‘
»

ILO WORKSHOP IN GRENADA

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) conducted a workshop in

Grenada over the period 8th to 11th January. Financed by the

Danish International Development Agency, the workshop was on the
policies, structures and programmes for small enterprise development
in the.Caribbean, and organisation was in the hands of the Caribbean

Employers Confederation and the Grenada Employers Federation

Attending the workshop were representatives of employer
organisations in Antigua, the Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, the
British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica,

Montserrat, St.Lucia, St.Vincent, Suriname and Trinidad & Tobago.

. Direction of the workshop was done by Mr George Kanawaty, Chief of
ILO's Management Dgvelopment Branch in Geneva, and, in an exclusive

interview with NEWSLETTER, he said that insufficient attention is

paid to small business. » ''Plans are made for large investment

projects'", he said, "plans are made fq extensive development
efforts, but little effort is directed to the small enterprise

-

sector."

Mr Kanawaty said consideration of a "multitude of actions" must be
given to development of small enterprises, and he cited training,
extension of credit, consultant and advisorary services, building
of industrial estates and the provision of technological and other
supporting activities. "We expect this workshop to produce a

plan of action in the Caribbean which will go out in sort of

riptMes and intensify as time goes b;."

. continued
. | (contipued)
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workshop later this year. - That visit will be to determine

An_independenﬁwponsultanffﬁzii'visiimégéﬁprEfié;ﬁéﬁiﬁEn tho

how well the experience gained at the workshop has been
utilised, and to determine what, if any, follow-up action is
necessary.

o (259 words) :
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PROTEST DELAYS TRIBUNAL

against the appointment of Mr T C Payne as a member of the

|
|
‘The Technical & Allied Workers Union-(TAWU) has protested }
!
1
i

Arbitration TY¥ibunal to consider the industrial dispute between |

TAWU and the Central Water Commission (CwC)

Mr Payne is a member of CWC's Board of Directors and TAWU holds
that, in the interest of natural justice, he should not be a

member of a Tribunal appointed to consider a dispute in which

the Commission is involved.

This Tribunal was appointed last December 12th with Mr Herbert
Squires; barrister, as chairman. Nominated by TAWU is Mr

Daniel Williams, barrister, and Mr T C Payne, retired Civil

Servant, was nominated by CWC.

The terms of reference include consideration of proposals
made by TAWU to amend the existing Industrial Agreement td,
affect vacation and sick leave, allowanzes, health and‘pension
schemes and wages. In cifnection wifh the last item, TAWU
proposes that monthly paid employees' salarigs be revised in

accordance with increased salaries given to Civil Servants last

year, and daily paid employees be given 50% increasec.

TAWU proposes also that the new Agreement come into effect from

1st March 1978 for a two year period.

The Tribunal met briefly for the first time on January 25th and

adjourned to permit the Chairman to attend a High Court sitting

where he had a mratter. There was another meeting of the "

"~ (continued)
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Tribunal on the 26th at which TAWU raised its objections to Mr Payne.

Mr Curtis Stewart, TAWU President, told NEWSLETTER today (3rd), that

Mr Squires has communicated TAWU's objection to the Minister of
Labour, but, to date, he has heard nothing more.
(274 woxds)
(8 ey
AW |
GOVERNMENT HOLDS GES/TAWU REPORT

Government has not yet released the keport of the Arbitration

Tribunal which considered the industrial dispute between Grenada

Electricity Services (GES) and the Technical & Allied Workers

Union (TAWU) .

NEWSLETITER is reliably informed that the Report was delivered to the

Minister of Labour more than two weeks ago, but, to date (3rd), TAWU

President, Mr Curtis Stewart, said he had not secen a COpy .

This Tribunal was appointed on December 12th, and its terms of

reference covered two matters. These were to inquire into and

report on

1. Failure of GES to meet with the Union to sign the new‘

Collective Agreement which had been agreed upon, and

The Company's refusal to re-employ the laid-off workers

now that Government has approved an increase in the tariff

of electricity rates.

The workers referred to were retrenched last June when GES said the

Company's financial position had contipued to worsen and '"the

Position has now been reached where the very survival of the Company

In spite of intervention by the Minister of

Labou;; the 21 workers retrenched were not reemployed.

Government approved an increase in the tariff of electricity rates

and these went into effect on August 1st 1978. The increase was

EC¢ 5 per unit on all catagories of charge, plus increases in some

basic charges.Mr W R. Lord, GES Manager, told NEWSLFTITER at the time

that these increases are particularly necessary now as the Company

must fnvest in a new generator in 1981

(contjnued)
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Members of the“Tfibunal were Mr Elvin St .Bernard, retired Puisne

Judge, Chairman, Mr Adrian Date, retired Puisne Judge, nominated

by GES, and Mr George Brizap economist, nominated by TAWU.

The Tribunal first met oﬁ January 3rd and held meetings on 4th,
5th and 6th, finally closing its hearings on January 8th. TAWU
President, Mr Curtis Stewart and barrister Mr Daniel Williams

appeared for the Union while barriste; Mr H E L Hosten appeared

for GES.

GES is jointly owned by the Commonwealth Development Corporation

(CDC) and the Government of Grenada, CDC holding 59.3% of the
shares.

(343 words)

PARLIAMENT AT QUEEN'S. PARK

The 3rd Session of Grenada's 2nd Parliament will not be opened
at Parliament Building in St .Georges. Instead, Governor
General Mr Paul Scoon has decreed that the opendng will take

place at Queen's Park, the recreation grounds just north of the

town.

This innovation is part of the island's celebration ofhits 5th
anniversary of independence, and the opening will take place on
Fébruary 7th in a specially constructed pavillion. This event
will coincide with a children's rally at Queéen's Park and, in
addition, hundreds of people have been invited to be present.

s
NEWSLETTER is reliably informed that Members of Parliament
bélonging to the New Jewel Movement (NJM) will boycott this

opening of Parliament. It is reported that the Order Paper

includes no participation in the proceedings by the Opposition,

and sources close to NJM say the occasion is a "prostitution
of Parliament to promote the political ends of the Party in
power ."

A

»
It is not known whether the Grenada National Party and United

Peoples' Party members of the Opposition will attend. )
L _ (170 words)
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NEW HIGH COMMISSIONER TO LONDON .
. ".

Mr Raymond Anthony,32, has beeh appointed Grenada;s High Cbmmissionér
to London. Mr Anthony succeeds Mr Oswald Gibbs,qhb was "éent on
leave" by Prime Minister Gairy last July 1st following what Mr Gairy
is reported to have described as "two cardinal sins" committed by

Mr Gibbs.

The London newspaper, "Westindian Worid? reported Mr Gairy as saying
that these sins were that, in a privaté conversation with Queen
Elizabeth, he failed to nconcentrate his attention on his Prime
Minister, and he changed the ‘conversation introduced by the Queen.
Following Mr Gibbs departure, Grenada born London based Mr Roy
Philiﬁ%s acted in the post, but it is reported that his appointment

was not acceptable to the British Government.

Mr Anthony will present his credentials after Mr Gibbs has taken
formal leave of the Queen.

(a_n‘ g 4 ' ; s

)
) s A o

NEW YEAR HONOURS LIST

.
Five Grenadians were mentioned in the Queen's New Year Honours List.

Miss F A I Rapier was made an Officer of the Most Excellent Order

of the British Empire (OBE) and Dr Lloyd Alexis ‘becamea Member of
the same Order (MBE). ' ‘ . . !

The British Empire Medal was awarded to Messrs Lloyd Muﬁrp, Charles

Francis, steph'Vincent Roberts and Cuthbert Emmanual Vincent.

(61 wordgs)
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NEW POSTAGE RATES

A new schedule of postage rates came into effect on January 1lst, but

there has been no change in the air mail rates ro Commonwealth

Caribbean countries These remain at EC¢ 15 per “half-ounce for .

first clas"inail and EC¢ 10 per half ounce for second class mail.

Py L 4

The first €lass-.air letter rate to Australia, New Zealand. and

A (contipued)--
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Té!wan has beea &educed from F£$1 00 pex half ounce to EC¢90

- per half ounce? but this rate to the USA and Brltaln has moved

up from EC¢35 to EC¢4O per haI? ouhce

'

Postage rates were last revised in 1974 and took effect on

January 1st 1975.

(105 words)
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ANGLICANS . CONSIDER HUMAN RIGHTS

\ .
The Anglican Province of the Westindies has set up a small

committee to give it guidénce in the field of Human Rights.
This committee met in Trinidad on 23rd and 24th January under

the Chairmanship of the Bishophingrinidad & Tobago, the Right

Reverend Clive Abdulah and, in an . exclusive 1nterv1ew with- QF

4

NEWSLETTER“on 24th, Bushop Abdulah sa1d the ‘main topic dlscussed

‘had been sgc1a1 Justlce in the Carlbbean

"For some years now'", he said, '"the Church has been engaging

this matter, but fﬂfskis the first time we have met to put our
thoughts down on paper and to exercise our minds in terms of
some guidelines for theePzgyinqial Synod which meets in

Antigua later this year .iv *

,,'

Blshop Abdulah mentioned espe01ally a paper presented to the

commlttee by Dr Nev1lle Linton of the Carlbbean Conference of

Churches. &kesald this covered '"the background to the

Caribbean 51tuat10n the klnd of people we: are, where we came

from and the problems which face us' . That paper was

discussed togeiper with one Presented by Blshop Abdulah on the

theological issues involved in human rlghts.

"We have come up with the reeemmendation that the Province
‘must set up a pProgramme to educate both the Clergy and the
Laity in terms of where wé are, who we are and what we ought
to be doing so that the human rlghts within the framewo‘ of

our milieu mlggt be fully expressed", he sald

(cOntinued)
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| > . ’ GOOD BANANA YEAR ' ‘ :
' ‘ 1 | . , _ : ‘ i

The Windward Islands exported 132,539 tons of bananas last ycar and ;i
[ J
v : ~ s
the TFOB value of this Crop exceeded EC3$50 million. ¢
T‘ ‘ - - :
H J
These figures are disclosed in a Tecent Windward Islands Banana !
E Association (WINBAN) release which gives the export tonnage for 1975 :
*

®lto 1977 as 90,390 tons, 120,593 tons and 111,142 tons,respéctively.

L(WINBAN said also that the figure for 1970 was 141

the ‘highest tonnage ever Produced was in 1969 when exports amounted ij
to 198,‘3 tons g}

) O
According to the release,

the island by island breakdown of last -

year's tonﬁage is St.Lucia 50,216, Dominic

M

a 37,8??, St.Vincenty30,407'

and Grenada 14,530. The figure given fBr Grenada is_approximately )

11.2 million pounds more that NEWSLETTER'

_—
’ -._‘,‘.L-—‘s—';i‘:t"'—"_‘ R S

S statistics which are

compiled on a weekly basis.

g!servation

Practices and the Association Says these problems are being tackled

vigorously. "With the Proper harnessing of our wate& resources",

{

; o

the release says, "it isg anticipated that, by 1981% the Islands Will_#\ﬁ,rj
. ' 7

together produce and maintain annually a 1le BN
¢

vel of 160,000 tons of
Loxed bananasg ."

(224 words)
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BANANA SHIPMENTS
-, * . .
Statistics codering banana shipments in January are not yet
: - .
| 2vailable. . NEWSLETTER regrets

this and hopes the informatigg»;;
e _ (continugq) '
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CRUISE LINERS

be ready f’t‘nex‘f weelk's :Lssue. o

These llners brought 13 058 - passengers and

aativais WQre as follows t-

"Angelina Lauro"
"Veenéam"
""Maxim Gorki
"Britanis"

"Stella Maris"
"Doric'"

‘"Angelina Lauro"

- "Alexander. Pushkin"

"Wor 1d Renaissanceﬂ'
" "Ivan Franco"
"Sagafjord"

nstdla Oceanis" - .
"St&tendamﬁf
"Dalmacija'
"Cunard Countess'
"Angelina Lauro"
"Stella Marls"
"Veendam!
"Jupitexr
rFairWind"
o \ 
'"Fairsea"
"Angellna Lauro"
"SteIla Marls"

L 4

734
641
626

1470

3471
180
723

628

503
309
595
301
3329

. 261

630
610
165
587
342

827 .
4469

876
741

172
1789 Week ending 27.1.79 |

Quring the period 1st to 27th January, 23 cruise llners called

.
Passengers ®
do
do
do oy

Week - ending 6.1.79 ¢ .

Passengbrs
do
do - ;-\Y\.‘ ‘
do ‘3ﬁ

do . .
do
do

Week ending 13.1.79
Passehgérs

803 . |
244

do
do
do
do
do
do
.do

-. do

Week ending 20.1.79

Passengers |

‘ do

do
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