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c NTROVERS OVER _ ‘TER G V_

Heade of Churchee in Grenada are ;oncerned over a propoeal by
Government to shift the celebration of Ca:nival next year from its
accustomed place on the calendar.' At a press conference on

November 9th, Minieter of Information, Senator Henry Bullen,

announced that instead of being celebrated on the Monday and

ﬁlTuesday before Ash Wednesday, Carnival next year will be,observed

Sy

on Easter Monday and Tueeday.“

BT

Senator Bullen eaid that, if Carnivel ie celebrated at the usual
time, it will conflict with Grenada s Indepencence celebratione
which are on February 7th. ' Aeh Wedneeday ralle on February 8th
in i978 and, normally, the two daye of Carnival would be on
February 6th and 7th. "We see Ca?nival to be more appropriate
wiuh the Eaeter Water Parade", said Senator Bullen. ' |

.s.,.

Shortly after this, the Grenadn Conference of Churchee (to which
belong the four main denominatione, Roman Catholic, Anglicen,
Methodist and Presbyterian) protested to Prime Minister Gairy that
Carnival at Easter would interfere greatly with Observances of
Holy Week. - Mr Gairy assured the Churchee that there would be
no Carnival Queen Contest, Steel Band Competitione or any of the
usuan Carnival activitiee during Holy Week, but this does not seem
to have satisfied the Churchee and there was growing feeling that

the entire Lenten observances would be disrupted,

v e
Hnanincne ' -
Tt is reliab1y reported that the Roman Catholic Clergy gave

' .honsideration to the matter and came to the unanimous deciaion
“* that Ca'nival at Easter is unacceptable. fhe Anglican Church
wogt a step fur*her and, last Sunday (18th), at the regulaz-

'Sunday morning Communion Service at St Georges Church, the |

Amchdeacon of Grenadp, the Venerable Hoskins Huggine, put the
matter to: the cangregation and asked whether they g prowved. of

,-Carnival at Eaeter.

L 3

*here were resounding ehoute of "NO i throughout the Church and

A
‘a8 qeneral risi ng tn the feet as the Archdeacon ashed the

(continueal) -
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On the evening of the néit’dég %19th§, a delegatlon from the
uong’erence 6f Ch4r¢hes hé% an ahdlence With Prime Minister Gairy
H discuss the matter. | Thigl delegation comprised 'the Roman
\ntho ic Bishop of Grenada, his Lorduhip Sydney Gharles, the ‘
!rnlican Archdeacon of Grenada, the Venerable Hoskins Huggins,

tha Superlntendent of the Methodist Church in “renada, Reverend
Maxwelr Thomas, the Mlnlster~in-charge of the Presbyterian Church,

Reverend Michael Chandoo and Paster Clarence of the Baptism Church.
Inmodesty

"nformed saurces say the Churchmen protested firmly to Prinme

Min ster Gairy over the proposed change of date for Carnival.
M Gairy felt, however, that there were other matters with which

*he Church would be more fittlngly concerned. He pointed, for

rnstance, to the mode of dress adopted by some young women

1ut3nding Church services, and sald the Heads of Churches should

2w outspoken in condemning immodesty.

Tais meeting with the Prime Minister was inconclusive and on

Tneuday (20th), the COnference of Churches hald another meeting

at which the situation was discussed. No release was issued

sfter this meetlng and it is understood that, at the reqpesm of
Trine Minister Gairy, the Church Leaders will make no public

T tatement until Government makes an alnouncement on the matter,

‘nformed sources say that announcement uay be mede today (23rd).

(517 words)
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ONE-MAN TRIBUNAL-BEGINS SITTINGS

Mr Justice Elwin St Bernard of the Appeal Court of Grenada and
the Associated States was sworn in this morning (19th) before v
Governor General 81r Leo deGsle as the onemman Tribunal to
arbitrate thse outstanding matter between the Commercial &

Industrial Workers Union (CIWU) and Jonas Browne & Hubbard Ltd.
) . ) il . '*;

Last October 21st, CIWU instituted a go-slow against Hubbsards:

.
in support of the Union's claim for g cost-~of-1living allowsmges

Azrcenent was reached on October 27th over this claim, but the N

e slow was not called off because seven employees had been

dl&msssu zid the ynion cloimed Lhat the Gompany 3 a"t on was
~ 23\
\‘w Ld J,. —;u

& L}



[image: image3.png]Alister Hughes |
THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER ~ Week Fnding o} .42.77

tantamount to victimisation.

A deadlook.reeultedffrom this as the Company would not discuss the
dismissals until the go-slow was called off, and the Union would
not call off the go=~slow until the employees yere reinstated,
Bfforts by the Grenads Employers Federation, the Lrade Union
Council, the Labour Commissioner and the Minister for Labour all
proved unsuocessful 1n bresking the deadlock and, finally, it was

mutually agreed that the matter be put to arbitration.

Terms Of Reference
Followling his swearing in, Mr Justice St.Bernard opened the

sittingo of the arbitration at Parlianent Building. - Mr Carol
Bristol appesred for Hubbardevwhile‘Mr LLoyd Noel represented
‘REMErd.., and the Arbitrator-announoed that his Terms of Xeference
are :- _

"Tb determine whether the dismiesals during an Industrial
Diepute of the below listed employees were in keeping with
the terms of the collective Agreement between the G'renada
Commercial & Industrial Workere Union and Jonas Browne &
Hubbard (G'da) Limited on 26th May 1976, which Agreement

forms part of the terms and oonditions of employment of the

eaid employeee."

The ngmes of the employees listed below are Frank Strachen, -
Martin Regis, Earl Andall, Marlon Croney, Tessg Copland, Bryce
Lander and Clifton Medford.

It was agreed between Counsel and the Arbitrator that, before any
evidence is tsken, a document should be drawn up setting out the
points on which the two sides agree, ‘It i® expected {het this
ddcument will be ready within s few days and sittinge-ofwthe
Tribunal have been adjourned té December 28th, e

(349 words)
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NUTKEG BOARD CASE
The'Government'Gozette of December 16th carries a notice by Sir
Maurite Davis, Chief Justice of Grenada, to the effecf that the
Court of Appeal will sit in Urenade on January 6th to deliver

Judgements with respect to certain cases from Antigaa and Grensda.
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Among these Judgements ire enpesls made by .fhe Attorney Gener'al‘
of Grenads and the ‘members of the Government app01nted Interim
- Jutmeg Board against the Judgement delivered by wMr Justice ,
"nccn bald Nedd in favour of the dissolved elected Nutmeg Board

,.n

s tne Grenada Cooperative Nutmeg Association (GCNA)

‘ne elected Board, under the chairmanship of Mr FP J Archibald,

| WAL dissolved by an Order of. Governor General Sir Leo deGale on
July L4th 1975, and was replaced by a Government asppointed Interim
3oard chaired by Mr . Claude Mofrison; - - On October 8th 1975,
éovernment passed ‘the Nutmeg Board (Dissolution) Order (Validation)
net, but, claiming that the Dissolution Order was invalid, ultrs

vires and unconstitutional the dissolved elected Board instituted
“wgal proceedings on October Bth 1975.

-A& matter was first heard in the High Court on December 1st 1975
‘and the case was concluded on.April 9th 1976. . Judgement was
reserved by MriJustice Nedd and,'on July 28th 1977, was given in
favour of the dissolved elected Board. . Appesls were made
against this Judgement by both the Attorney General, Mr Ernest
'Iohn and the members of the Interim Board, and these. ‘Appeals

vere heard duting Lth to 6th October 1977, Judgements in these

L& ssers were reserved and will now be delivered on Friday 6th
January 41978. " o T

(25i words)
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AIR MARTINIQUE FLIES TO GRENAD A
Lir Mertinique commenced scheduled flights to Grenada on Sunday

December 14th when their {6-seater Tisd~Laritior aircraft touched
devn at Pearls;airport. The present schedule calls for three
tlights weekly, Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays, leaving Fort~de~

France at 12.00 noon, arriving at Grenads at 1.35 pm and returning
at 2,00 pm,

Local agents for air Martinique are Messrs Winston A Masssnto :
& Co Ltd, and o spokesman for the Company sald the return air—
fare o Martinique is EC$125.00.' This is 50% or the charge

nade by LIAT and it is expected that this advantage will be mede

~f by passengers on tourist charter flights terminating at
(continued)
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 Martinique,
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YAt tbe preeent time we are flying practlcally empty", eaid the
VLD : 2_;,' ToTr ey _-_;.?; el e

Company B epokﬁeman, "but the reservations for next yesr are

building Lp and we expect that this air link will become very

- popular."

Air Martinique has g seheduledfstop at Union Island in the

Urenadines on both the down and up flights.

(165 words)
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DISSATISFACTION A.ONG NUTMEG PRODUCERS
SRR SRS S Sath SSNAN PRODUCK

Growing dieeatiefactlon anong nut meg producere over returﬁs from

thelr produce surfaced on Sunday (18th) with publication in the

CGrenadsa "Tmrchlight" newspaper of Stst.ements 1eeuea by theGrenada
Cooperative Nutmeg Asaocietioe~tc(one”producer for the years ‘
1976 and 1977. e

LANOW olhy wlyoug ﬁ?ﬁc':ﬂJ ”u=jfﬂw B T I T S AR
These Statements -Show - that, althoqgh_the.producer delivepad a
considerably more nutmege and mace to the Aesocietion in 1977
than he did in 1976 the additlonal money he received in 1977 was
q1gn1ficantly lower than what might have been expected taking

into consideration the fact that market prlcee were considerably

higher in 1977 than they were in 1976.

In sn exclusive interview today (23rd) with the Manager of the
Association, Mr Robin Renwick, NEWSLETTER was +o0ld that ahy
dissatisfaction which exists among producers is as a result of a
mieunderetandihg of the operations of the Assoclation, "Producers
are pald on the basis of the weight of their deliveries to the
Kssocimtion", he said, "and the rate per pound is based on the
sales made during the current year, -~ During 1977, producers
deliVere&xneehlyaeeven:millicn;peundeutoutheuﬂeeociationwand.on]
this they were' paid on the basis:of EC$+5 million derived from

the sale of just under six million pounde;"

Nothipg

« "In other’words", the Manager continued, "the rate at which the
producer is paid results from dieiding our sales by what the
producsers. deliver to the Aeeociation‘end bo taeke the matter to

the ex'reme, no matter what the producers deliver, if we s0ld 7
{continued)
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nothing, producers would get nothing unless we draw on our’ reserves,"

Mr Renwlck went on to axplain that the rstio of sgles to deliveriee
in 1976 was more favoursble than in 1977, and it is for this

rsason that some produoers, not understanding the'working of the
“ssociation, felt that it was unusual that there had not been @
direct increase in remuneration baséd on the increased deliveries'

\nunb had been made in 1977.

(318 words) -
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LOW BANANA YIRLD NEXT YEAR (%)
According to a release (9.12.77) from the Communications Centrs
of the Wincward Islands Banana Associgtion (WINBAN) in St.Lucia,
sow rainfal. during the first half of 1977 has resulted in banansa
plants now having a low internal supply of nitrogen,.the main
foed needed for rapid growth. he release say s that sauples
submitted recently for analysis by WINBAN show thagt banana plants

Jenerally have a very low reaerve of nitrogen.

The releaee advdses that nitrogenous fertilizer should be applied
now, "between the damaging heavy rains and the beginning of dry
weather" in order to build up the reserve of nitrogen in the

hansna plante, "otherWise very low yields will be obtained next
guuamer, ‘

(114 words)
GRS

NATTONAL COMMUNITY CHEST

According to .a circular dated December 6th, a group of prominent
FPersons have been gelected to form a committee called the

"Mational Community Chest."

The circular states that "among the many problems of grave concern
to Dr the Rt. Hon. Sir Eric M Gairy and the Government of

‘renada is the subject of the welfare of the Aged and less

Tortunate escecially that of the Needy Children of Urenade", and
‘he National Community Chest is expected to ﬁassiet in an organised
wunner to help alleviate the sufferings of the poor and needy
Cildren of the State as well as the eged people who worked so

hard during their better years for the development of this

gy, 16
Country. (covtinued)
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%he Secretary of the ngqonal;Cqmmunity Clhest ig Miss Marguerite
Preudhommg, Grenadaﬁs,tQZJ Carnival Queen, and the eircular, .which
is signed byfher, Bays the committee "is now endaavouring to

raise funds for these charitable eauses by sponsoring a formal

Inaugura; Ball which will be held at Governor-Genersl's

Residence under the distinguished patronage of their Excellencies
Sir Leo and Lady deG&le."

Tne date of the Ball has not been given but the circular expresaes
the opinion that "the standard of decorum over the years hsas
degenerated and it is hoped that such a function would tend to
revive and maintasin some modicum of formality at lesst omce a

year on ail occasion like this,"

Tickets for the Ball cost EC$100.00 per couple and EC$60.00 for

en individual,

(24l words)
##############

FERGUSON GETS LEAVE TQ APPEAL

According to Mr Lloyd Noel Counsel for Charles Ferguson, now in
'death row' gt Riychmond Hill Prisons await#ng execution for the
murder of Roy Doneald, leave has been grantad for an appeal to be

made to the Privy Council.

Mr Noel received a cable to this effect on Monday (19th) from the
firm of,Solicitdrs reépresenting his client in London, “egars
Seifert Sedley & Company. - :The first. hearing was held on
Yecember 19th end a date is to be fixed for the next hearing when
the Attorney General will have g representgtive present,

(94 words)

HHH AR BHAA B
GAIRY'S DAUGHTER ADMITTED TO BAR

Miss Marcel Gairy, daughter of Prime Minister Eric Gairy and Mrs
Cynthia Gairy, was admitted to the Grenads Bap on Tuesday (20th),
The pétition for admission was presented by Mr E A Heyliger
before Mr Justice Archibald Nedd, 4i8s Gairy attained her
L.L.B. in 1975 at the Ceve Hill Cempus of the University of the ?
West Indies.

(56 words)
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SHIPPING FIGURES

According to figurés supplied by the locsgl egents of Lloyds,

378,807 tons of shipping cslled at Grenada during the period

Jnly to October 1977. The breakdown of this figure according
o flag is :-
Tag - Ionnage - QCalls
United Kingdom 237,989 "0
dcoway 87,597 9
West Germany 21,933 5
nzll.and ‘ 17,557 5 ‘
Creece 4,236 1
U.S.A. ' 2,827 1
Cyprus | 1,975 1
Singapore 1,616 -4
Panana 1,477 7
Liberia v 1,303 L
fuyana 297 i
378,807 75

©roken down according to month, these figures are :-

Month ‘Tonnage Calls
July 99,166 20
Angust v 94,319 | 17
cfeptember 81,566 15
Uciober 103,756 23
378,807 75

The noticegble drop in shipping during September is probably due
“0 the fact that, as a result of an industrisl dispﬁte, the
Seamen & Waterfront Workers Union instituted a go~slow on the
docks on Beptember 5th, following whioh, several ships were
diverted from Grenada. The go-slow was called off on
Yeptember 23rd.

(496 words)
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On December 13th, the S S "Geesttide" sailed with 21,094 boxes
of bananas weighing 632,663 1lbs., The price paid by Geest
Tndustries Ltd to the Yrenads Banana Cooperative Soclety
"BCS) is not yet available but GBCS paid producer$>EC¢ 14 per
pound on the weight of bananas at the boxing plants.  This

»oight is not yet available.

(continued)
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No statistics are yet availsble for the shipment this week,

With reference to outstanding statistics, the boxing plant -
welghts on the shipments of November 22nd and 29th and December
5th are, respectively, 652,072 1bs, 701,273 ,1bs and 564,860 1lbs,
The price paid by Geest on the Vecember 5th shipment was

ECg 26.63,

.

For purposes of record, the following statistics are 8till to be
Obtained ;-

ent of December 413t The price paid by Geest Industries
and the boxing plant weight.

Shipment of December 20th The name of the ship, number of boxes,

weight, rejects, the price paid by Geest and the price paid by
GBCS to producers,
HHH BRI

CRUISE LINER CALLS

During the week ending December 17th, the following cruise liners

called at Yrenads :- ‘1::>
Tuesday 13th Monarch Star 397 Passengers
’ Cunard Countess 697 Passengers
Wednesday 14th Angelina Lauro | 339 Passengers
Saturday 47th Golden Odessy 397 pPassengers
: — \ 630

During the week ending December 10th, the Angelina Lauro carried

467 passengers when she called on Wednesday 7th.
HHTHH R

NEWSLETTER takes this opportunity to wish \ /\ /
all subscribers the Joy which comes with ST

the true meaning of this happy Season. \\\;7 \\:\\

Alister
23rd December 1977





