[image: image1.png]Alister Hughes
P O Box 65
st.Georges
Grenaeda

e, I s No?®

While Mr Lyden Ramdhanny, President of the Grenada Chamber of Commerce.

was in St.Georges yestesday presiding over the Annual General Meeting
of his organisation, a deteshment of the Grenads Poliee Force was

exesuting a warrant to search for srms and ammunition at his business
premisgss in Grépville, Grenada's second town.

Mr Randhanny told NEWSLETTER that, while in St.Georges, he rsceived =
phone call summoning him urgently to his office in Gremville. on
errival, he found & party of some 20 policemen under the command of
Inspector Reymond DeSousa scarching his private office, his lumber

department, his dry goods store and his cinema for arms and emmunitioi.

At the same time, Mr Ramdbanny said, some 30 policemen were searching
the residence of his father, Mr 1 I Ramdhanny, at L'Esterre estste,

Mr Rendhenny said that, in the ocourse of the search, 8 fire~arms -
five shotguns and three pistols - all licenced for use on the three
estates and verious commersial enterprises of the Rammdhaenny family,
were confiscated, Today (27th) Mr Remdbanny adyised NEWSLLTTER
that he has been sarved a notice that he 18 "not a £it and proper
person" to hold a firearm licence, and the licences of all eight
firearms have been withdrawn,
7

At the Annual Gemeral Meeting of the Chamber over whioch Mr Ramdhapny
presided yesterday, Mr Albert Xavier, Editor of the “Torahlight"
newgpsper, was elected President for the 1977/78 term, end, in an
exclusive interview with NEWSLETTER today (27th), Mr Xavier expresael
shock over the incident.

The new President of the Chamber said he had not yet had time to
consult the Council of Management, but he falt the Council would tskc
a2 very strong line, "The Remdhanny famnily is emong the most
respected busineesuen in the Community", sald Mr Xeavier, “and, up to
yesterday, Mr Lyden Ramdhanny was President of the Grenada Chamber of

Commerce,"

NLWSLETTER called the Commissioner of Polige, Mr Osbert James today
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(27th) and asked for any information he could give relative to the
search executed on Mr Lyden Ramdhanny and his father. Mr James
82id he had no comment to make, thet the search had been "police

duties” and, he said, "I dont think I have to give you any reasons
28 to what was back of it."

» e

Preased for the official side of the incident, Mr James said it did
not mean anything to him whether or not one side only of the matter

was reported, or whether the reporting was fair “or anyhow", and he
understands "what the job of these Journalists is today".

The conversation with Mr James came to an end with his rephtition

of the phrase, "Thank you for oalling", in reply to every comment.
and inquiry by NEWSLETTER,

(453 words)
HHH RN TR

C ECTS GQO.
Ascording to the Report of the Board of Management of the Cocos
Industry Beard circulated to growers, the downward trend of'world
production of cocos had had a favourable upward effect on prices

and "growers can ressonsbly look forward to substantially better

returns from their cocos over the next two years at any rate,"

Illustrating this with statistics, the Roport says that exports
for 1976 averaged EC$l.L44 per pound, 8¢ per pound higher than the
1975 average price, Future sales are now aversging nearly
EC$4,00 per pound end, while the selling price in 1976 ranged

from £590 to £1,500 per ton, future sales have been made up to
£2,L00 per ton.

Indicating the trend over the last six "cocoa years", the Report
quotes the following figures (in EC cents) :=-

Cocosa Cash Surplus Export Pest Total
dear _ Advance Payment Duty & Ceqs Coptrol BPrice
1970/74 28.0 9.9 6.8 - L7
1971/72 28,2 12, 9.1 - 4943
1972/73 31,5 1340 9.5 - 54.0
1974/75 70.0 25,0 23.2 340 12142
1975/76 80.0 25.0 22.75 5.2 13249

The Report says, "These figures illustrate the large share of
the cake absorbed by direct taxation. For 1976 it worked
out at 22,75¢ per pound or 15.7% of the selling price, The
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Board is constantly pressing Government for relaxstion of dutiea,"

-

The Board's Statement of Trading for the year ending 30th September
1976 shows thax production for 1976 was 5,982,380 lbs, sn increase o%
666,105 1bs over the 1975 figure of 5,316,275 lbs, The value of the
1976 orop was EC§l4,485,243.00, and that of 1975, BC$3,462,006.00.

(HOTE The figures in the above Paragraph vary from the figures from
the Report of the Council of Manégement of the Grenada Chamber of's
Commerce gquoted on page 6, paraéra;h 2 in NEWSLETTER for the week
ending 21.5.77.  The differences may be due to typographical errors,

and the figures from the Statament of the Cocoa Industry Board should
be accepted.)

Total exports for 1976 smounted to 5,858,000 1bs valued at
EC$8,480,453,00 which, after taking into account inventory at the

beginning and end of year, and peyments for deliveries to produesrs,

resulted in a grose profit of EC4,066,820.00. Selling, general
and administrative expenses accounted for EC$2,842,232,00, leaving a

"net operating income" of ECc$1,224,588,00.

Corresponding figures for 1975 are, exports 5,288,000 1lbs, valued at
EC$7,193,434.00, Gross profit was EC$3,730,381.00, expenses
. EC$2,411,242.00 and "net operating income" EC$1,319,169.00,

For some eight years now, the Cocoa Induatry has been under direct
Government control through a Government sppointed Cocom Industry Board,
In Februsry of last year, a group of Cocos Producers wrote to ths
Chairman of the Board, Sir Dennis Henry, demanding a Genersal Meeting
"in accordance with the provisions of the Cocos Induatry Ordinance

number 30 of 1964 and its subsequent smendments seee’, but this demand

was not met,.

At that time, Sir Dennis, who is one of Grensada's biggest cocos
producers, said that he is a believer in cooperatives and he looked
forward to the day when the Induatry will, once more, be run by
producers who are eL9oted rather than nominated.

(550 words)
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GEC QOMuISSION ADJOURNS
The three-man Commission of Inquiry sppointed to look into operations

of the Grenada Electricity Services (GEC) has adjourned its sittings
until Tuesdey June 7th. '

This Commission,  which is headed by Mr, Adrian Date, retired
Judge of the Supreme Court, had its first sitting on Tuesday (2)th)
of this week when, apaﬂﬁ from formalities, the only business done

was the taking of evidence from one person, Mr F M Coard.

It wes clear that the individuals and orgenisstions who had
advised the Commissioners of their intention to give evidence
were awaiting opportunity to study accounts and memorends put

in by GEC, but Mr Date announced that the Coumpany heas subaitted

only accounts with accompanying reports,

The Chairman said GIC had asked for two weeks time after the
Manager of the Company, Mr Willism R Lord, returned from lesave
at the end of Msy in order the have the memorandun prepared,

but Mr Date thought that, even in ur Lord's absence, some sort
of memorandum could be put in.

Yesterday (25th), the Commissioners held no sltting but inspected
the Company's plant located at Queen's Park, St.Georges, and this
mcrning (26th), sittings were resumed with Mr Jeck Allen, Generation

zngineer-In~Charge, giving evidence,

Among other technical details, Mr Allen testified that the
Power Station is equipped with 7 generators having a total
capacity of 7,300 kilowatts. He said the average peak load
in February of this year had been 3,488 kilowatts at the night-
time pesk. and 2,632 kilowatts at the day-time peak, The
peak day~time load during 1976 had been on November 10th with

| 3,140 kilowatts, and the 1976 pesk night~time load had been
3,870 kilowatts on Christmas Bve,

| 7ollowing Mr Allen's evidence, Mr Date sought unsuccessfully
to find out from Mr Lyle Hosten, Counsel for GEC, when the
compeny would sumbit a memorandum, and commented that the

:i:Ability of the Company to give information raised in his
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mind one of the questions the Commissioners have *o consider, that is,

the location of the seat of administrative control of thé Company,

"What I'm trying to get at", aaid the Chairmen, "is really whether the
regson for the difficulty of the Company in giving us information at

thls time is that the effective seat of administrative control im

outside of Grenada,"

Mr Date said thgt, with Mr Iord returning to Grenada et the end of May,
he thought there would be ample time for the Manager to look at any
memorandum which had been prepared, and the Chairman said he expected

the memorandum would be submitted a few days before the Commission

resumes on June 7th.

Serving with iir Date are Mr Joseph Bain, the Grenada Government

Director of Audit and Mr Glyn Evans, the Grenada Government Electricity

Inspector, G35 is a Joint venture of the Government of Grenads and

the Commonwealth Development Corporation, the former holding LO. 7% of

the shares, and the latter, 59.3%.

(489 words)
HHH AT B

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES GIVE ULTIMATUM

In a letter dated May 20th, three Trade Unjons representing monthly
pald Government employees have called upon Government to cause the
Selaries Revision Commission "to recoﬁvene nntlater that Fridey 27th
May 1977, and its work completed by June 413th 1977, failing which the

Unions will feel free to taeke whatever action they may deem necessary.

The immediate appointment of this Commission was agreed to by‘
Govermnent on 26th March 1976 with the understanding that its

recommendations would be implemented from January 41st 1977.

The three Unions concerned are the Civil Service Association, the
Technical & Allied Workers Union and the Grenada Union of Teachers,
end in their letter to Government, these Unlons pointed out that the
Commission was not set up until 13th December 1976, Signed by the
Presidents of the Unions, the letter alleges that the Commission
cannot complete ifa assignment "because of the unavailebility of the

Secretary of the Commission who is assigned other duties by

Government, »
(continued)
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The Secretary to the Commission is Mr Curtis Strachan, Clsrk of
- Parliement, and, contacted by NLWSLETTER on Fridaey 20th,

Mr Strachgn said he had no comment to make. NEWSLETTER wasg
in touch with the Acting Cabinet Secretary, ir Franklin Cherman,

on Saturday 218t but, gpart from acknowledging that he hsad

received the Unions' letter and saying that 1t would be replied

to as soon as the matter had been discussed with Prime Minister

Gairy, Mr Charman had'no comment,

Sources close to the Unions told NEWSLETTER today (27th) that

a reply dated 23rd May has been received from the Acting Cabinet
Secretary, This letter states that Government is "extremely
anxious for the Salaries Revision Commission to complete its work"
but that the Chairman of the Commission, Mr Eldon Mathurin, will
not he avallable until June 15th. Government's letter says
also that the Unions' nominee to the Commission, Senator James

Menaswell, will “hot be available until after June 25th,

The letter from the Acting Cabinet Secretary says Government will
"urge the Commission to complete 1ts Report with the utmost

dlspatch" and that the Secretary will be available at any time
the Commission ias ready to meet.

( 360 words)
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PARLIAMENTARTAN SEARCHED AT AIRPORT
In an exclusive interview with NEWSLETTER, Mr Unison whiteman,
elected Member of the House of Representatives for the sonatituency
of St.Georges North-Eest and Joint Coordinating Secretary of the
New Jewel Hovement, said his baggage had been thoroughly
. searched by Customé officlals at Pearls-Airpdrt when he returned
to Grenada today (27th)

s Mr Whiteman, who has just completed an eight day familierisation
i tour of Cuba on the invitation of the Cuban Institute For
ﬁriendship Wlth Pedple, said he had been taken from the Customs
area into a separate room for the search, and that two pumphlets
; had been selzed from his brief case. Oné of these pamplets
he said, dealt with African Liberation Movements and Cuba's
assistance to them, while the other covered the Committee for

i _ (continued)
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the Defence of the Revolution, an organieation Mr Whiteman described

a8 an unarmed civilian group concerned with socigl development and

internal intelligence directed against counter-revolutionary elements.

Mr Whiteman said he was very amnnoyed with "the crude attempt to
humiliate a Member of Parliament by subjecting him to unnecessary
seérch". | "I am at g loss to understand the pretext Geiry could
dream up for this", he said, "and it certainly could not have been my
visit to Cuba. At this time, even the United States is seelng the
need to establish relations with Cuba and, in any case, staying in
Havang in the very hotel with me were two of Gairy's top officilals,
Mr Ernest John, the Attorney Generel and Mr Ernest Wilkinson, the
Reglstrar of the Supreme Court." Mr whiteman aéid he understood

Mesars John and Wilkinson were in Cuba to attend a Jaw conference.

Concerning his trip to Cuba, Mr Whiteman said he had been extremely
impressed with the rapid strides that country has made in housing,

education, health and agriculture, particularly in the citrus
industry,

Another member of the New Jewel Movement, Mr Maurice Bishop, who made

the trip with Mr Whiteman, is expected to return to Grenada on Sunday
(29th).
(319 words)
HHHHH HA TR AT
TROTTER CASE BY NO S CLOSED
In an exclusive interview with NEWSLETTER on Monday (23rd), Mr Ronald
Green, Chalrman of the Desmond Trotter Defence Committee, said that,
although Premier Patrick John of Dominica had declared that the

Desmond Trotter case was closed, this is not so.

"The case will not be closed", he said, "until the people of Dominice
are fully satisfied that Desmond is free and that the allegations
concerning police obstruction of justice are deslt with.,"

Deémond Trotter was convicted for the murder of an American tourist
but, in March of last year, the prosecution's principal witness,
Antiguem Mies Csmelia Francis, signed an affidavit in which she
alleged that the Dominican Police had threstened to pull her nails

out unless she testifled npainset Throdtepr.
: (continued)
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In an exclusive interview with NEWSLETTER in Antigua shortly
after she signed the effidavit, lMiss Francis said she realised

she had made "a big mistake" and had put a man's life in danger,

"I cannot keep quiet about this any longer", she said, "and I
beg Desmond Trotter and God to forgive me,"

» S

In his interview with NEWSLETTER, Mr Green said that, in May of
last year, a delegation from the Trotter Defence Committee had
had & meeting with Premier Patrick John after talking with Miss

Francis, "The Premier promised some action", Mr Green maid,

"but there has been no action on his part.”

Mr Green said his Committee would continue to work to inform
the people of Dominica and international Bodies such as Amnesty -

International which are very concerned ever Trotter's freedom.

Mr Green's visit to Grenada was part of an assignment of the
Caribbean Council of Churches to prepare documentation on 7
violations of human righte in Dominica, St.Vincent, CGrenada
and Guyana.
(288 words)
HHHBHHH IR
JACKTE GRANT SUPPORTS SPORT SANCTIONS
Former Westindiés ecricket captain, G C "Jackie" Grant of Trinided,

paid a short visit to Grenada this week,

Mr Grant, who was headmaster of the Grensads ﬁoys’ Secondary
School in the 19308, told NEWSLETTER in an exclusive interview
on Wednesday (25th), he was sorry that some Westindian cricketers

have played in South Africa, and he supported the ban on sporting
links with that country,

"It is necessary for ue to take action against a country like
South Africa if it has a racisal policy which is contrary to
human dignity and all the things we stand for", he said, "and
rather than fight it out, if we can sﬁow our disapproval in
this peaceful way, I support such steps as games sanctions

rather than warfare,"

Scme years ago, Mr Grant and his wife were resident in Rhodesis
hit were deported by the Government of Ian Smith, and Mr Grant
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told NEWSLLTTER that, while no official reasson was given, 1t was

obvious that deportation had resulted because the Grants' views

differed from those of the Government on racial matters.

"On several occasions we raised our voices and used our pens to
criticize government policy", Mr Grant seild, " particularly when it '

introduced legislation whose purpose seemed to be to maintain white

privilege rather than to promote human justices"

Jackle Grant caeptained the Westindies cricket team in the 1930/31
test series against Australia in Australias, the 1933 series against

England in England and the 1934/35 series against England in the
Westindies,
. (252 words)

FHHAF IR
GAIRY: "GRENADA, GENEVA OF THE WESTINDIES"

Addressing a meeting of OAS Conference coordinators on Tuesday (24th),
Prime Minister Gairy said he had attended conferences all over the
world and there was no convention centre with a comparable setting

1o the one erecfed on Grand Anse beach for the 0AS Conference,

"Grenada is going to become an lmportant convention centre, the Geneve

of the Westindies", Mr Gairy eaid,

According to a Government Information Services release, the geodesic
dome erected for the Conference will be blessed by all Denominational
Heads after an address by the Prime iinister on June 14th. Governor

General, Sir Leo deGale, will then declare the building open.

Seating capacity of the dome is 650 and space is provided for 5

televiaion crews on a raised structure above the lobby.

(125 words)
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GRENADTAN TRADE-UNIONIST LECTURES IN US4

A trade union coumse organised.by the American Institute for Free
Labour Development (AIFLD) at 1ts institute in Virginia, USA, will

hear lectures on "Techniques of Organising" by a Grenadian trade-

unionist, Mr Curtis Btewart.,

Mr Stewart who is President of the Technical & Allied Workers

Union, Secretary of the Grenada %rade Union Council and FEducation

v W3



[image: image10.png]Alister Hughes

THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER ~ Week Ending 28.5.77

Page 10

Coordinator for AIFLD in the Caribbean, leaves Grenada today
(27th) =nd is expected to deliver six lectures betwsen May 31est
and June 2nd on the problems of trade union organiﬁation with

special reference to thevcaribbean.

This AIFLD course which began on May 5th is for 20 trade—-unicnista
from the English-speaking Caribbean, The course 1s expected
to end on June 14th.

(116 words)
FHH TR TR TR
On Msy 25th, the S %\"Geesttide" salled with 23,22 boxes of
bananas weighing 69,902 lbs and valued at LC$90,896,00. There
were 968 boxes of rejected fruit.
N;* (24 words)
\§Q>\‘\, HHH T
CRUISE LINER CALLS
?here was only one cruise liner call at Yrenadsa during the week
ending May 21st. "his was the S 8 "Sun Viking" which
berthed on Saturday 218t with 62 passengers.

(28 words)
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