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SALARTES REVISION COMUISSION RESUMES SITTINGS =

The Government appointed three-man Commission charged with
recommending a revision of salaries for all monthly-paid Government
employees, and also recommendigg a reorganisation of the Public

Service, resumed the tsking of evidence on Monday (28th)

Heading this Commission is Mr Eldon Maturin, Tax Administration
Advisor attached to the CARICOM Secretariat, other members being
Mr Edwy Talma, former Deputy Prime Minister of Barbados and Senator

James Manswell, Executive Secretary of the Trinided & Tbbago Public

gervices Associg ion.

The Commission first met in Grenada on December llth and adjourned on
the same day with the expectation of resuming on February 9th. Due
to circumstances beyond their control, however, the Commissioners were

uneble to return in time for that date and the meeting of Februsry 28t

was the first since December.

During this week, meetings have been held with representatives of the
Police Association, the Nurses Association and the Negotiating Teanm
representing the Civil Service Association, the Grenada Union of
Teachers (GUT) and the Technical & Allied Workers Union (TAWU). In
the absence from the island of Mr Curtis Stewart of TAWU, leadsr of

the Negotliating Team, Mr Christopher Williams of GUT is deputising for
him,

A source close to the discussions said the Commissioners have indicatear
their wish to complete their investigations into the revision of
salaries and to submit a Report by the end of thls month. Following
this, the msection of their terms of reference dealing with

reorganisgtion of the Public Service will have their asttention.

Appointment of this Commission came as a result of an agreement
reached last April between Government and the Negotiatlng Teem, and il
was expected then that the Report of the Commissioners would be
implemented on January}1st 1977. At the initiasl meeting on
December 1lth, however, Chasirman of the Commission, Mr Eldon Maturin,
said that, with the volume of work to be done, July lst 1977 was &

more realistic date to consider. g 315 words
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GRENADA PIRST LEG OF CDB PROJECT

The Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) has undertekan production of

-

8 dacumentary film which is to cover all CA:ICuM countriea, and the

first leg of this project began this week with the arrivel in Ypepagg

of a three-man tean,

Heading the team ig Mr Ron Sanders, well-known Westindian broadcaster
who 1s now advising the CDB on the setting up of g Communications
Department, In an exclusive ~interview with NLWSLETTER on
Wedneaday (2nd), Mr Sanders saig the film being produced would

cover "some of the pegl and practical developments that are taking
place in the Caribbhean."
"Traditionally", said Mr Sanders, "films that have been made in the

region have tended to focus on the sun, ses, beaches, and that

kind of thing, but the Caribbean is much more than this,"

in the Caribbean that we are trying to demonstrate in this film",
said Mr Sanders, '"sgo thét the Caribbean beople can look gt
themselves again ang realise that all that's 83id gbout us being
calypso and fun islands is not entirely true, and that there is g

Very serious ang developmental side to the Caribbean people,"

‘ - o (287 words)
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CARNIVAL QUEEN GOES ON PROMOTIONAL TOUR

Miss Marguerite Preudhomme, winner of Grenada's 1977 carbival

Queen Contest, leaves the island tomorrow (5th) on g bromotiongl

tour of the United States and Cansadag,

Accoupanying Miss Preudhomme as hep chaperone will be Mrs Gertrude
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Protain, Executive Secretary of the Yrenads Tourist Board, and irs

Valerie Steele, representative of Miss Preudhomme's sponsors, Messrs

Geo, F Huggins & Co Ltd, distributors of Black & Vihite Scotch Whisky.

¥rs Protein told NEWSLETTER today (4th) that the tour will inelude
seven cities, New York, Washington, Atlants, 4iami, Toronto, Montresl

and Ottawa, and that the 0pportuniﬁy/is being taken to publicise

Grenade's Easter Water-Pafade.

~

This tour is to last two weeks and Mrs Protazin said that extensive

programmes have been arranged.,

‘ (121 words)
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M P BAIN CONVALESCING SATISFACTORILY
S LR VAL NG DATISFACTORILY

In an exclusive interview with NEWSLLTTER today (4th), Mrs Norris Bain,

wife of Opposition Member of Parlisment Norris Bsin, said her husband
would probgbly be discharged from.thg Princess Alice Hospital this

week—~end,

Mr Bain, who collapsed on February 17th and had to be rushed to
hospital, has been a patient there since, but Mrs Bain said his
recovery has been very satisfactory and that the last few days haVe

been a period of rest only, treatment having been discontinued,

According to Mrs Bain, it is suspected that Mr Bsin's problem stems

from results of injuries sustained in a motorcycle accident some 17

years ago, the first signs of this eppearing in 1975 when he was

stricken in a fashion similar to his present illness, lirs Bain

said medical advisors suggested that Mr Bain go abroad for g

complete diagnosis, but the details of this are still to be worked out.

| . (154 words)
G

GATIL APPOINTED GIS DIRECTOR

Barbadian born Mr Ian Gale has been appointed Director of Grenada's

Government Information Service (GIS), and is understood to have

assumed his duties from March 1sat.

A barrister-at-law, graduste of Cambridge University, Mr Gale started
his Journalistic carecer at the "Dally Express" of London, and wsas
éppointed General Masnager of the Caribbean Broadeasting Corporation
(Barbados) in 1968, a post he resigned last year,

(continued)
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Mr Gale is a Past-President of the Caribbean broadcasting Union and

of the Caribbean Publishers & Broadcasters Association, He was

also g member of the Steering Committee which established the

Caribbean News Agency (CANA).

According to a report in the Barbados "Nation" newspaper of February
27th, Mr Gale told that newspaper that his job Will be to
"disseminate accurate information about Crenada and to highlight

the development plans of the country." Mr Gale is reported as
saying Grenada has suffered badly from adverse publicity, much of

it founded on untruths and hearsay, and that the internationsal
press in particular had been responsible for this negative publicity.
The new GIS Director said he would seek to promote without bias,

especially for the overseas media, the development trends in Grenada.

, (190 words)
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IWO MORE _AWARDS FOR P M GAIRY
Aecording to a report in the "Torchlight" newspaper of Grenada,

Prime iinister Gairy has received two more awards.

One 1s the Cross of Merit presented by the National Legion of
Ureat American War Veterans in America, and the other is the

appointment as Colonel Aide-de-Camp, Commissioner's Staff of the
Kentucky State Police.

"Torchlight" reports that the citation for the Cross of Merit
reads, "In appreciation of conspicuous and valuable services in the
emergency of war and to the ideals of peace and liberty."

(82 words)
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SWWU AWATT MEMORANDUM FROM GSA

Negotiations between the Grenada Seamen & Waterfront Workers Union

(SWwWU) and the Grenada Shipping Agents (GSA) on the Union's demand

for a cost-of-living allowance have been held up pending preparation
of a memorandum by GSA.

Last December, SWWU submitted a document to GSa supporting a demand
for an aeross-the-board cost-of-living allowance of 3%% based on
estimations up to February 1976, but, up-dating these estimations,

the Union subsequently increased its demand to between 35% and LO%
covering different grades of worker,

GSA asked for time to prepare a Memorandum in reply to points
raised by SWWU and it is understood that this Memorandum was to be
ready by mid-February. A source close to the negotigtions told
NEWSLETTER today (Lth) that preparation of the Memorandum is taking

longer than was expected and that, to date, it has not bheen
sent to SWWU for consideration,

‘ (143 words)
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FISHERMEN SAVED

The crew of a small fishing boat is reported safe and well after -near

disaster early this week,

The boat put to sea at dawn on ionday (28th) skippered by Harolg
Francis, and with him was his fishing partner, Mitchell Joseph,
The point of departure of the boat was the small fishing village of

Soublse on Grenada's east coast, and the boat, a 25! craft powered

with g small motor, was seen to proceed towards fishing grounds to

the south-east of the island.

Fallure of the boat to return by dusk that evening caused concern and,

next morning (1st), the control tower at Pearls Airport was notified,

pilots of aircraft being asked to be on the 1oak-out. Yrenada's

Harbour Master, Mr Maudsley James, was also notified, but the two

Coast Guard lsunches being out of commission, they were unable to put

to ses, Mr Benson Charles, Grenada's Assistant PFisheries Officer

advised NEWSLLTTER, however, that a "surveillance launch" waé making

a search,

At this time, Francis and Joseph were in considerable danger, their

boat having run out of fuel and g strong tide was sweeping them away .

from Grenads and towards the Venezuelan coast,
tide,

To counteract the
the men used all the slnkers for their fishing lines as a make-

shift enchor, tying them to the end of g fishing line which,

fortunately, could reach the bottom at that point,
This anchar coulg only slow the drift, however, snd it was fortunate
that a passing yacht, noting their difficulty, took the Dboat in tow

and averted what would, most certainly, have been the loss of both

men and hoat.

Interviewed by NLWSLLTTER on Wednesday (2nd) Herbour Master James

confirmed that the men were safe but said he had not yet investigated
the incident.

(289 words)
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BANANA SHIPMENTS
On February 28th, the § 5 "Geesttide" sailed with 26,365 boxes
of bananas weighing 782,705 lbs and valued at EC$62,616.00.

There were 891 boxes of rejected fruit.

(24 words)
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CRUISE LINER CALLS.

During the week ending February 26th, the following cruise

liners ca lled at Brenada.

February 20th Vistajford 335 Passengers

20th Atlas ek

22nd Cunard Countess 760 do,

23rd Ameriksnis . 603 do. 0
23rd Mermoz C§> L5 do. Wf(\
25th Angelina Laura .323 do.

26th Sun Viking o k%

»% Information not yet available.

R
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